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How to Use This Family _ 
Devotional Study Bible 
he 


his Bible is a special Bible—a “study Bible.” It has three types of helps in it, en i 
TES understand God’s Word. typ [ow Heeneb igs yo 


Helps That Show You What to Read miy'\ 

The Bible is composed of 66 different books. It cannot be read as one would read a regular 
book, beginning with page one and reading through to the end. There are certain books that are 
easier to read than others, and the person who is just beginning to study the Bible should start 
with these easier books so that he does not become discouraged. re 

In the article ‘How to Read the Bible,” page 14, you will find three sets of Bible readin; ~ 
courses. These courses will guide you in what to read. The first sets of courses are introueetory 
Bible courses. There are twelve of them. Each will take you two weeks to work out, if you do a 
lesson per day. They will give you an excellent overview of the teachings of the Bible. — 

The second course guides you in reading at least one chapter from every book in the Bibl 
This course will take you about six months, if you do a lesson per day. + 

The last course will take you through every chapter and word of the Bible. It is a very 
course. It will take about three years to finish, but it will give you an in-depth understanding 
the whole of the Bible. xe 

While the article “How to Read the Bible” tells you what passage to read, the next article, i 
“How to Study the Bible,” gives you two sets of questions for you to ask and answer. Study plan 
one contains easy questions for beginners, and study plan two contains more difficult questions 


for the advanced Bible student. 


Helps to Enable You to Understand What You Read 
Using this Bible is almost like having a Bible teacher with you at all times! It is filled with expla- 
nations of difficult passages. There are three kinds of explanations in this Bible. J = 


At the Beginning of Each Book of the Bible: Each book of the Bible starts with an “Introduc- 
tion.” This article explains what is in the book and gives you a,short summary of what you will 
find when you read the book. Please remember that these helps are not the actual words of the 
Bible. They should never be mistaken for the words that God inspired. They are words of Bible 


teachers and will help you understand what is in each book of the Bible, 


Insights—Devotional Sections: As you read you will come across articles called “Insights.” 

These are articles that help you take a major truth from the Bible and apply it to your life. Once 
again, do not mistake these “Insights” for the actual words of the Bible; they are placed in the 
Bible to help you understand how to apply the truths of the Bible to your daily life. 
e bottom of most of the pages you will find brief notes about some difficult 
ese notes will help you understand the phrase or passage better. 

ch book, the insights, and the hightightes you 

ing and 


Highlights: At th 


verse or phrase. Th . 
By using these three helps, the introductions to ea t 
will be able to understand some of the more difficult passages of the Bible; and your rea 


studying of this book will become much more enjoyable. 
Helps to Enable You to Find Specific Words and Concepts in the Bible 
ut? 


Suppose that someone asked you what the Bible taught about love? How could you find o 4 4 
This Family Devotional Study Bible gives you three ways to find the different passages where the 
concept of love is talked about Gand where most other important subjects in the Bible can be ’ 


found). 


The Subject Guide: This is a list of the major subjects that the Bible addresses. It shows you 
where to tak in the Bible to find them. For instance, if you want to know what the Bible teaches" 
the word death in the subject guide. Yo oe # 
s 


t th bject of death, you look u 
Soni plese: I Y distinguishes between the physical deat 
u 


words, physical and spiritual. The Bible ; 
ouls. The subject guide lists two passages 


and the spiritual death of our s I 
Luke 12:13-21 warns about not being prepared for physical death and 1 Cor 
victory over spiritual death. The subject guide also lists two passages telling us 
death. It talks about death to self, John 12:23-26, and death to sin, Romans 


about Christ's 
ome Bn 


pith Eaain 
the notes in tl 


The Dicti 


Bible. 


The Concordance: Ha Bible 
Bible. For instance, Yih. want 
concordance. You wil 
when you want to see all the 
verses to find out the various 

These three helps, the 
help you when you use 
from the passage that 
find out what is said 
says about the word, 


phe 6 a ST ae 
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if 


ah 33 
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Looenbie esa 
Yoelt oft 
a! urd! eam, 
any years ago a poor farmer lost his farm because of 
other farmers, and during that time he also miraculou: 
little piece of ground, It was a piece of ground that 
weeds. But he was a confident man, a good farmer, he 
kind of land. When he tried to plow, however, he found out 
was filled with rocks. Believing he had made a serious a 
One day while walking in his new field with a triend, he 
the many stones and handed them to his friend, saying, 
2 it i 


land. It is worthless!”’ The other man looked at the 
know what this stone is that you have just given me: 
You did not recognize it. This land you consider wor 
think!” Bi 

When the farmer learned to identify precious stones and ge! 
had purchased was filled with hidden treasures—the field was 
and jewels. All he had to do was learn how to recognize them, 
that he did quickly. Soon the r farmer became a wealthy man. 

The Bible you have in your hand may appear at first to be a “stony 
book, but it is filled with rich spiritual treasures. These spiritual treasures 
peace, joy, power, and new purpose to your life now. But far more im rt 
sures are the foundation on which God can create a new life in 
nal life, as the Bible calls it, is of God. “Yet to all who received | 
lieved in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God’ 
study the Bible and learn how to discover its spiritual treasures, you will 
meaning of this staternent. This spiritual treasure is stated in other words i 
are written [the Bible] that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the S 
believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). ¥ 

Just what kinds of treasures can we find in the Bible? Examine this bri 


sures: 


1. Do you feel that God does not love you? 


For God so loved the world that he gave his one arideonly Son, that \ 
shall not perish but have eternal life” John 3:16). | 
2. Do you feel that everything is turning out bad? 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). 


3. Do you feel that you can never be forgiven of your sins? Z 


‘For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for tl 
for as the east is trom the west, so far has he [God] removed our tran: 


Psalm 103:11-12). 
4. Do you feel defenseless against the evil in life? 
| will say of the Loro, ‘He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom | 
1:2) 4 


. Are you poor? 
The Loro is my shepherd, | shall not be in want” (Psalm 23:1). 


w 


6. Are you afraid to die? .- 
Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me [J 
use [heaven—life after death for Christians] are many rooms; if it 

d you. |am going there to prepare a place for you (ohn 14:1-2). 


ho 


7. Do you worry? 


Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you v 
body, what you will wear®. . . Look at the birds of the air; : 


9 
im barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more: 
add a single hour to his life?” (Matthew 6:25-27).. 
ured og teh ee 
you 


The Old Testament 


The Old Testament was written prior to the coming of Jesus Christ and 
the nation of Israel into existence. God made the Jewish je a special nation, 
nation jesus Christ, God's on! > 5 
of the people of Israel, of "s judgment and forgiveness, and of their final banishment into 
that governed the nation, and the messages of 
sin and judgment and to communicate his promises 
There are four types of books in the Old Testament: 
Story Books 
These books are filled with accounts of the creation of the world, the fall of man into sin, 
flood, and the formation of Israel. With the exception of Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, 
they are the first books you will find in the Old Testament going from Genesis to Esther. - 7 
Law Books ¥ bs Y 
The books of Leviticus, Numbers, and Deute: , are primarily books of law, containing both 
ned worship, and 


the civil laws that governed the nation of Israel, the religious rituals that govet st 
the moral laws that governed relationships. They do have some stories of history mixed in along 


with sections of law. 


Five books of the Old Testament fall into this category: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and 
the most loved book of the Old T rn 


Song of Songs. The easiest one to read, and pi A 
is the book of Psalms. A poem like Psalm 23 can be understood by the smallest child and is filled 


with promises of God's tender care for those who love him. 


Prophecy Books . 
The last section of books are difficult to read—the books written 4 the prophets (or religious 
mah ny 


teachers) of Israel. These books deal with warning about sin, im; 
ises of salvation, and predictions of Christ's coming. They begin with |: 


the Old Testament. 


: 
The New Testament Maa) 


The New Testament deals with the coming of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Savior of the 
world. You will find four types of books in the New Testament. 


Stories About Jesus 
The first four books of the New Testament are called the Gospels. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 


john all tell about the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Since God inspi 
four men to write for different audiences and different purposes, the structure of the are 


different, and each adds a unique perspective to the story of Christ's life. 


Stories About the Church : 
The book of Acts tells us about the formation and spread of the New Testament church. It is 


primarily a story book, and it is easy to read. 4 


sete 


Teaching Books ‘s 7 re | 
The early apostles wrote letters, called epistles, to the New Testament churches, pho 
instruction in doctrine and in living the Christian life. These are books of teaching go from * 


Romans to jude. 
tates 


Prophecy Book - 
The final book of the Bible, Revelation, is a book of symbols. The final two 

book, however, give us a beautiful picture of heaven and the new world that will 

when he comes again. (For a short description of the contents of each book, turn to page 36.) 


In the section er 
to read and underste 
out to get an overview o 
on the io pees 
Bible. In addition, the article en 
ask yourself about each chapter 


ashton, “The Story of God's Love.” 
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The Story of God’s Love 


he Bible is the story of God's love, One of the most well-known passages of the Bible speaks 
about that love in these words: ‘For God so loved the world that he five his one and only * 


Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” ohn 3:16). 
Consider this story that not only illustrates God's love for us, but also illustrates what it means: : 


to become a Christian: 

A certain father had two sons. The older son was a hard-working, faithful young man who la- 
bored in the father’s fields without grumbling or complaining. The younger son was different, 
however. He loved to play, and as he grew older he became not only lazy but also bad. He devel- 
oped bad habits of drinking. He wasted money, He became an embarrassment to his father. 

One day he was weary of being told to work all the time, so he demanded of his father the _ 
inheritance that was due him. (Sometimes Jewish sons Would ES their inheritance before the fa- 
ther died.) The father gave him the money he had coming and the son left for the big city, not to 


wisely invest the money there but to squander the money in evil ways. He spent it on drinking 
y—and of course without 


and gambling and women, Within a short time he was without mone’ 
friends, for those he thought were his friends were only interested in getting his money. 
A drought struck the land during this time, and there was little food and few jobs. The young 


son began to starve. His fine clothes became dirty, torn rags. Finally, he received a job feeding 
pigs for a farmer. He was so hungry that he wanted to eat the food that he fed to the pigs. _ 

The hunger pangs in his stomach grew worse. He felt miserable. The young man came to his 
senses when he realized that even the’servants at his father’s farm were better off than he was. 
But he also realized that he had sinned against his father. pads, 

The Bible says, “When he came to his senses he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men 
have food to spare, and here | am Sane to death! | will set out and go back to my father and 
say to him: Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you. | am no longer worthy to be 
called your son; make me like one of your hired men.’ So he got up and went to his father” 


(Luke 15:17-20) 

Can you imagine how he must have felt as he set out on his trip back home? Certainly he must 
have felt ashamed for what he had done, for all the hurt and pain he had caused his parents. — 
Certainly he must have been afraid. What sort of reception would he get? Would the gate’be 4 
locked? Would the servants even let him in? Would his father speak to him or punish him? Would 
his father even let him come back home after the embarrassment that he had caused him? 

As he neared his house he saw a figure standing by the gate, and he noticed that the gate was 
not closed but open. As he drew closer he noticed that it was his father, looking down the road 
in his direction. His father saw him and started to run toward him. Jesus said, “But while he was 
still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, 
threw his.arms around him and kissed him” (Luke 15:20). 

The son began to talk. “Father, Father, | have sinned against God and against you so badly that 
| am not worthy to be treated as your son anymore. Would you please hire me back as a ser- 


vant?” 

But in his excitement it seemed that the father hardly heard the son at all. “Servants!” he 
shouted. “Servants, come here quickly, and bring the finest robe we have and put it on this boy. 
Bring sandals, And bring the family ring for his finger. Get food ready for a great Maraaeiinele 
est feast we have ever had. Look at what has happened. My boy, my precious son—he was dead; 
now he is alive. He has come back to me! He is here! Let us rejoice and celebrate.” ‘ 

So the wayward son was not punished, not reprimanded, not closed out. The gate was open, 
not shut. The father was overjoyed, not angry. The son was treated as a son, not as a sefvant, not 


even as a criminal. 


The Meaning of This Story 
This story is a dramatization of the parable of the lost son told by Jesus and found in Luke 


15:11-32. Jesus often taught in parables. What did he mean by this story? Jesus was hers the 

truth that there are only two kinds of religion in the world today. Qne kind of religion says that — 

we must earn our way back to God. God is an angry God, and we must appease that ‘anger with 
4 


sacrifices and rituals. We can never be fully certain that God will accept us because we never 


know fully what we can do to please him. This is not the religion of the Bible. . 

The other kind of religion, Jesus says, shows us that God, like the father in the story, is 
to have us come back. We do not have to earn our way back! God himself welcomes us 5 
And just as the father put a robe on his son, put sandals on his feet, and put a ring on his finger, 


so the heavenly Father will make us presentable to himself. 
This is the most beautiful truth in the whole world! We cannot make ourselves acceptable to 


God by anything we do. No rituals of worship, no sacrifices, no amount of good works can ever 


a 
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bring us to the point where we can return to ( 
presence. But if we come humbly, sorry for whatnae Paee done that he must ‘ 
to his father, then Jesus says that God will have the same attitude Mi 
toward the son. We will be welcomed back! And God himself will wash 
cleanse us from everything we have done wrong. It will be as if rm eeu 
Sa . as if Our sins never existed 
He [God] will not always accuse, 
nor will he harbor his anger forever; 
he does not treat us as our sins deserve 
or repay us according to our iniquities, 
For as high a He heavens are above the earth 
SO great is his love for those who fear [respect or rt ; 
as far as the east is from the west, eae pete kets 
so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion on his children, 
so the Loro has compassion on those who fear him. 
rele Psalm 103:9-13 . 
This is the wonderful truth of the Bible. No other religion teaches this. All other reli 
that we must make ourselves pleasing to God. Only true Christianity, the religion of the | 
says that we can never make ourselves pleasing to God; but God himself will do this for 
of the old prophets of the Bible put it in poetry when he said: 


| delight greatly in the Loro; er 
my soul rejoices in my God. . 
For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 
and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, 4 
as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
Isaiah 61:10 


God Wants You to Come Back it 

The whole message of the Bible is that God so loves us that he wants us to come back to him. 

Jess as the father stood longing, waiting for his son to return, so God longs for us to return to 
im. 

But how can God forgive our sins? Does he just ignore them? That is not fair, is it? 

No, God does not ignore our sins. Our sins are punished. But God loves us so much that he 
allowed his Son Jesus Christ to be punished for those sins. Remember the Bible passage at the 
beginning of this story? ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son....” 
Gave for what? He gave Jesus to bear the punishment for sin that we should bear. So when we — 
return to him and confess our sins, he can forgive us because he tells us that all the sin we have 
committed has been paid for by the death of Christ on the cross. toed: 

Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples and an important figure in the New Testament, put it this way, — 
When many people asked what they could do to be saved, he said, “Repent and be ‘ized, 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will re-_ - 
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit’ (Acts 2:38). at ae 
We must do two things to come back to God: 


1. Repent. This means that we must say that we have sinned. It means that we must admit bs 
we cannot make ourselves pleasing to God and must throw ourselves on his mercy. We tell 
that we are sorry for our sins. oD oe 
‘ 
2. Be baptized. This means that we must believe that Jesus is our Savior and publley state that 
before others. This public statement begins with baptism, but it is a public confession that we 
must make with our mouth as well. We must be willing to be known as Christians. ’ 


What Is a Christian? 


A Christian is a person to whom God has given his Holy Spirit. A new life comes into that per- 
son that will neva: stop, not even at the time of physical death. The Holy Spirit dwells in us, giv- 
ae 


ing us peace with God, and producing fruit in our lives of love, joy, peace; ‘gentleness, ki 
and holiness. 3 


How to Become a Christian ; el gH 
You can become a Christian right now. This is done by making a commitment to iia 9 , 
r. Pray this prayer: i 
gh eaves father, | have sinned against you and against others. | confer task 
that you receive me back as your child to live with you forever. | believe Longetoget 
punished my sins in your Son Jesus and that now they have benn aneiae 
far as the east is from the west. Make me pleasing to you now. Put robes 


\ 


? 


ae 


Hee on me. Give moyour Ho Spiritan 
ndness, gentlent al 
new Savior and Lord, Amen, 


Growing as a Christian : s 
Havi ved st r, in hee eee 
been started Inyo yen b cr ye! besrated it. 
goodman in will cai in to” ti 
ae Rew follow Jesus, oi disclple, ple, means that 


find out more about God oe avin his Word dail 
ble study. This Bible has been es lly prepared to h 
the next article, which will show you how to begin in yo 


How to Read 


n order to receive the maximum benefit from reading 
| to read in the Bible. since the Bible is a library of 
cannot be read as a regular book. You must know where to sta 
first? Which are the easiest to understand? The three Bible sn 
ur 
-de| 


designed to get you started on a regula readi 
keep you reading, moving from simple ples to abt 


Introductory Bible Reading Courses — 

These twelve introductory Bible reading courses he 
to the most well-known chapters and teachings of the 
time of Bible reading and prayer. A chapter a day has 
will usually take only five to ten minutes) and then answer tl 
23. Write the answers to the questions in a notebook. 

iti bible readin pro; ramos have been arranged so that you can 
weeks. If you do all twelve of them you will gain an excell > 
chapters and teachings of the Bible. ei 


1. An Overview of the Bible 


CJ Day 1. Genesis 1: The creation of the world. 
& Day Be cco 2 Sin enters the world. 

ay 3. Genesis 6:11—7:24: God's first judgment on sin. 
1 Day 4. Genesis 12: God begins the nation that will bring 
1 Day 5. Exodus 12: God saves Israel from slavery. ‘ 
5 Day 6. Luke 1: The announcement of the birth of Jesus. 
Day 7. Matthew 2: The birth of Jesus. 
C Day 8. Mark 1: The work of Jesus. 
Ci Day 9. Matthew 5: Some of Jesus’ teachings. 
() Day 10. Mark 1 he arrest of Jesus. 
Day 11. Mark he death and burial of Jesus. 
Day 12. John 20: The resurrection of Jesus. 
CJ Day 13. Acts 2: The birth of the church. 
5 Day 14. Revelation 22: Jesus’ second coming and a picture of 

- 


2. The Life and Teachings of Jesus According to Mark 


Co Day 1. Mark 1: The beginning of Jesus’ ministry. 
Day 2. Mark 2: A healing, a calling, a questioning. 
Day 3. Mark 3: Jesus appoints his disciples. 

D Day 4. Mark 4: Stories (parables) Jesus told. 

Day 5. Mark 5: Jesus shows that he is God. 

Day 6. Mark 6—7: Jesus continues to show that he is God. 
Day 7. Mark 8: The disciples confess that Jesus is God. pt 
Day 8. Mark 9—10: Jesus predicts his suffering and death. 
Day 9. Mark 11: Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 


Day 10. Mark 12: Jesus teaches in Jerusalem. 
of the world. 


Day 11. Mark 13: Jesus teaches about the end 
Day 12. Mark 14: Jesus: is arrested. 

Day 13. Mark 15: Jesus is crucified. 

Day 14. Mark 16: Jesus rises from the dead. 


3. The Life and Teachings of Jesus in the Other 


Day 1. Luke 1: Preparing for Jesus’ arrival. 
C) Day 2. Luke 2: The story of Jesus’ birth. 

Day 3. Matthew 1: Jesus is worshii by the Magi. 
Day 4, Mark 9: A day in the life of Jesus. “ae 
C] Day 5. Matthew 5: Sermon on the Mount. . 


15 


( Day 6, Matthew 6: The Sermon on the Mount. 
OO Day 7. Luke 15: Parables of Jesus. 
Day 8. John 3: A conversation with Jesus. 
CO Day 9. John 14: Jesus’ final instructions. 
Gi Day 10. John 17: Jesus’ prayer for his disciples, 
© Day 11. Matthew 26: Betrayal and arrest. 
Day 12. Matthew 27: Jesus’ execution on a cross, 
CD Day 13. John 20; Resurrection. 
—] Day 14. Luke 24: Jesus’ appearance after resurrection. 


4. The Life and Teachings of Paul 


C Day 1, Acts 9: The conversion of Saul. 

OC Day 2. Acts 16: Paul’s Macedonian call and a jailbreak. 
ODay 3. Acts 17: Scenes from Paul’s missionary journeys. 
C Day 4. Acts 26: Paul tells his life story to a king. 

C Day 5. Acts 27: Shipwreck on the way to Rome. 

O Day 6. Acts 28: Paul’s arrival in Rome. 

C Day 7. Romans 3: Paul’s theology in a nutshell. 

‘GC Day 8. Romans 7: Struggle with sin. 

Day 9. Romans 8: Life in the Spirit. 

O Day 10. 1 Corinthians 13: Paul’s description of love. 
( Day 11. 1 Corinthians 15: Thoughts on the afterlife. 
O Day 12. Galatians 5: Freedom in Christ. 

O Day 13. Ephesians 3: Paul’s summary of his mission. 
C) Day 14. Philippians 2: Imitating Christ. 


5. Salvation 


1 Day 1. Genesis 3: The first sin creates a need. 
Day 2. Isaiah 52: Salvation prophesied. 
C) Day 3. Isaiah 53: The role of the suffering servant. 
0 Day 4. Luke 15: Three stories about God’s love. 
Day 5. John 3: Jesus explains “born again.” 
CO Day 6. John 10: The good shepherd. 
Day 7. Acts 8: Conversions spread outside the Jews. 
Day 8. Acts 26: Paul testifies of his conversion before a king. 
Day 9. Romans 3: God's provision for sin. 
C) Day 10. Romans 5: Peace with God. 
Day 11. Galatians 3: Unavailable through obeying the law. 
C) Day 12. Ephesians 2: New life in Christ. 
1) Day 13, 1 Peter 1: Future rewards of salvation. 
Day 14. 2 Peter 1: Making sure of salvation. 


6. Prayers of the Bible 


O Day 1. Genesis 18: Abraham's plea for Sodom. 

Day 2. Exodus 15: Moses’ song to the Lord. 

Day 3. Exodus 33: Moses meets with God. 

Day 4. 2 Samuel 7; David’s response to God's promises. 

Day 5. 1 Kings 8: Solomon's dedication of the temple. 

[) Day 6. 2 Chronicles 20; Jehoshaphat prays for victory. 
Day 7. Ezra 9: Ezra’s prayer for the people’s sins. 

Day 8. Psalm 22: A cry to God for help. 

Day 9. Psalm 104: A prayer of praise. 

Day 10. Daniel 9: Daniel's prayer for the salvation of Jerusalem. 

Day 11. Habakkuk 3: A prophet’s prayer of acceptance. 

Day 12. Matthew 6: The Lord’s prayer. 

Day 13. John 17: Jesus’ prayer for his disciples. 

Day 14. Colossians 1: Paul’s prayer of thanksgiving. 
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L) Day 10, 2 Samuel 11) David and Bathsheba sin, 
L) Day 11, 2 Samuel 12) David repe a 
| Day 12, 2 Samuel 14: David has f 
Ot 
Ut 


Jay 13. 2 Samuel 15; Absalom rebe inst David, 
Jay 14. 2 Samuel 16: Absalom dies and David mourns, 


11, Leaders of the Old Testament 


(J Day 1, Judges 6: God calls Gideon to rescue his people. 
LL) Day 2. Judges 7; Gideon conquers his fears—and his enemies. 
J Day 3, 1 Samuel 3; God calls the young Samuel. 

L] Day 4. 1 Kings 4: Solomon is given wisdom, 

LL) Day 5. 1 Kings 19; Elijah runs for his life, 

LL] Day 6, 2 Kings 5: Elisha heals a powerful foreign general, 

LL) Day 7. Isaiah 6; God calls the prophet Isaiah, 

(J Day 8, 2 Kings 18: King Hezekiah under military siege. 

LL] Day 9, 2 Kings 19: Isaiah speaks God's word to King Hezekiah. 
QO 

CQ) 

O 

O 

O 


Day 10. 2 Chronicles 34: Josiah sets his nation back on course, 

Day 11, Nehemiah 2; Nehemiah courageously begins rebuilding a wall. 
Day 12. Jeremiah 38: Jeremiah, in prison, refuses to change his message. 
Day 13. Daniel 1; Daniel risks his life in captivity. 

Day 14, Daniel 5: Daniel’s word to a royal orgy. 


12. Social Justice 


] Day 1. Exodus 3: God hears the cries of the slaves. 

| Day 2. Leviticus 25: The Year of Jubilee, when economics even out. 
] Day 3. Ruth 2: A poor woman finds help. 

] Day 4. 1 Kings 21: Elijah speaks to a land-grabbing, murderous king. 
] Day 5. Nehemiah 5: Nehemiah demands justice for the poor. 

] Day 6. Isaiah 5: Woe to fun-loving materialists. 

Day 7. Isaiah 58: Worship that God appreciates. 

CJ Day 8. Jeremiah 34: Freedom for slaves. 

C) Day 9. Amos 2: Sins against God ey his own people. 

() Day 10. Amos 6: Woe to the complacent. 

(J Day 11. Micah 6: What the Lord requires. 

C Day 12. Luke 3: John the Baptist tells how to prepare for Jesus. 

UC Day 13. Matthew 6: Jesus speaks on material things. 

C Day 14. James 2: Favoring the rich, showing compassion for the poor. 


Every Book of the Bible 
After you fave completed the first reading program, you should be ready to begin this next 
course. It will guide you in reading at least one important chapter from each of the 66 oes 


the Bible. This course includes 186 of the 1,189 chapters in the Bible. month parts 
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‘’ How to Study the Bibl 

‘ tay a 

’ After having determined what you will read, you must next ki h oy p 
agar benefit from it for your personal life. When a person aes eee ies 


stones, he works with tools: a shovel, perhaps, and a polishing wheel, 
| tual treasures of the Bible you also need toolotmnesd tool ye tered aN e ne the, is 
You will find two sets of questions on the next pages called “Study Plan One” and ’ 
Two.” The first study plan is the easiest to use and will help you reflect on the total chapter. 
passage that you read. The second plan will help you find a single word or concept in the chapte 

and will guide you in studying that word or concept in other places in the Bible, 


Study Plan One 


: 

On the next page you will find six questions that you should ask after reading a chapter in 

Bible. You may wish to study the Bible with other members of your family. This is called f, p 
Bible study or family devotions. Set aside some regular time when you are all together at home _ 

and follow this procedure. Aa 


1, Each person should have a notebook, a pencil, and if possible their own Bible, H 
assage or chapter out loud. Ask each person to read one verse. As you read gaa, 


2. Read the 

chapter you will notice numbers. These numbers are called verses. If you want to talk about ant 
certain part of the chapter, ask the people in the group to look at the number or verse that 2 
tains the thought you are considering. When reading out loud, each person should read eae 
terial that follows one number—then the next person may take a turn. ne 

3. After the passage is read, pray. Each person should offer a short prayer for God’s direction, 
or one or two may pray for the whole family. 

4. One person should be appointed to ask the questions. This person becomes the “group 
leader” for the study period. This person should not talk all the time. The purpose of the group 
leader is to get others in the family to en SENS and talk and to keep the conversation on the 
answers to the questions. (Each person who leads a group should read the article, “How to Con- 
duct Family Devotions and Lead Group Bible Studies,” found on page 26.) _ 7 

5. Each person should be encouraged to answer question one: “What do you like in the pas- 
sage?” All members of the family should write down the answers in their notebook. n every- 
one has answered, the group leader should briefly review the answers that were given. wh 

6. Next, the group leader should ask question two. Some of the family members may not have 
found anything in the story they did not like. Therefore, only those who found something should 
answer this question. Perhaps the story tells about some sin that someone committed or some ’ 
fear someone had. There may be many things you do not like. List them, as the family members 


suggest them, in your notebook. 
7. Now ask question three and make a list of the things you do not understand. If you cannot 
answer them or figure them out together, you may wish to ask your pastor or Bible teacher for — 


the answers. 

8. The fourth question is very important. If the chapter is a story, you may wish to have the 
family act the story out. (They may read their parts from the Bible.) Or you may wish to have one 
of the family members retell the story from memory. Or perhaps you may wish to recreate the 
story as a family, asking each person to add a little. ; ili. a 

If the chapter was a teaching (not a story), you should summarize what was taught by fir of all 
agreeing on one sentence that states the teaching and then adding different thoughts to that 
statement as they appear in the chapter. For instance, if you were reading Psalm 23, you might 
wish to make the sentence the same as verse one of the psalm, “The Loko is my shepherd.” That 
sentence summarizes all the:paalmn teaches. Then state the different thoughts added to the idea 


® 


that the Lord is our shepherd, such as: 
| shall not want. - | 
| shall be cared for. 
| shall walk through the valley of death and not be afraid. 
als something about the nature of God. Ask the members of ‘ 


9. Each passage in the Bible reve 3 
your family to site a list of the truths they learned about God in the study. Each should write # 
them down in the notebook. , 

10. Finally, apply the lesson by asking the family members what they should do as a result of ia 
studying this chapter. Is there some service, such as trusting or giving or worshiping, that ae 4 
should give to God? What does the chapter teach about the way they should treat other mem! ers . 
of the family, friends, and neighbors? —_ 

11. Conclude with a time of prayer. Start with Carte God for who he is, for his gifts. Mee 
confess your sins to him. Next, place your needs before him. And finally conclude by than 
him for taking care of all your needs. 
/, 


ne 


5. What does this passage tell you 
about God? 


Study Plan Two 
The purpose of the second study 


lan is to help you isolate one word or cone: pi | 
sage and study that concept or word in depth, This plan can be used in family aavotien 
group Bible study or in private devotions. 
1, Start with prayer for God's guidance, 
2. Read the assigned chapter of the Bible, “} 
3. When you pick a verse to study, try to pick one of the important or key verses. What verse 
appeals to you the most? What sentence did you like best? - 
4. After you have picked one verse, then pick a word or concept in that verse that is an impor- 
tant word and one that you would like to learn more about. For instance, look at John 3:16: “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.” You might wish to pick the word love from this verse as the word : 
you want to study. 


5. The next step is to list all the things that the verse says about the word love. ox oh 
God is the one who loves. 
God loves the world. 


God loves the world so much he gave his only Son. 
God loves me and offers me eternal life if | believe in his Son. 


6. You are now ready for a very interesting part of Bible study. In the back of this Bible are 
three sections. You will find the word love in each section. 


First of all look up the word Jove in the subject guide. There you will find an outline of a few 
important teachings about love, along with chapters where these teachings appear. You may wish 


to read these chapters or passages and make notes about what they teach concerning love. Note: 
Not all words will appear in the subject guide. 


Next, look up the word Jove in the Bible dictionary in the back of this Bible. Here you will find 


a definition of the word that you may want to write out in your notebook and a list of some of 
the verses where the word love is found. 


If you want still more information about what other Piarapee in the Bible teach about love, you 
may want to look in the concordance in the back of the Bible under the word love. Here you will 
find a listing of most of the passages where the word /ove appears. Select some of them and write 
down what they say about love. : 

7. You are now ready to apply the treasure to your life by es kine vou rent question five. If you’ 
were to answer it on the basis of your study of John 3:16, you mie it write: 

God: This study of love teaches me that God loves me so much that he sacrificed his only Son 
so that | would not have to be punished for sin. There is no greater love than that. 


Promises: If God has loved me so much that he gave his only Son for me, then | need not : 
worry about anything in the future. : 


What should | do? | should accept this love of God by believing that Jesus is my Savior. 
What should | not do? | should not ignore God's love to me. 


8. As with study plan one, close your study with prayer. 


25 


ee 
Study Plan Two 


2. From this verse, pick one word of 


1. Pick one verse to study from the 
concept you'd like to study, 


passage you read, 


3. List everything the passage says about your word or concept. 


4. Look up the word in a Bible dictionary or concordance. List a few of the 
other verses where it is found and state what is taught there. 


5. Now apply your spiritual treasure to your life. What new truths did you find 


about: 


God. 
God’s promises to you. 
What you should do. 


What you should not do. 


How to Conduct Family ~~ 
Devotions and Lead Group 5 
Bible Studies 


a 
Ry, 


‘amuel wanted to start a Bible study group in his home, so he invited his neighbors to meet 
S with him. Since Samuel had been to Bible school, he knew a lot about the Bible. He prepared | 
for the lessons and did most of the talking. Since his neighbors had never studied the Bible, they 
did not say much during the Bible study meetings. Samuel was able to teach them many things. 

The neighbors were fascinated by what Samuel had to say, and many of them became Christians. 

David. however, had not gone to Bible school, He too wanted to start a Bible study group in his 
neighborhood. Since he had not been to Bible school, he felt that he could not teach as Samuel 
did. Instead of talking all the time, David had the members of the group answer Bible study ques- 
tions. (He used the two sets of questions that appear in “How to Study the Bible.”’) David tried to 
do as little talking as possible. He did not read the chapter as Samuel did, but rather had each 
person in the group read a verse out loud until the chapter was read. He then asked each person 
to state what they liked best about the chapter. After that he asked them to tell each other what 
they didn’t like about the chapter. Then each person had an oppor to list all the things they 
did not understand. Sometimes, if the chapter was a story, David would have the group act the 
story out. At other times he would have one person retell the story and the others add the parts 
that were forgotten. If the chapter was not a story, David would ask for volunteers to summarize 
the chapter. Even the most shy person in David's group began to ask and answer questions. 

Samuel and David illustrate the two ways a Bible study group can be led. Samuel is a Bible 
teacher, and David is a group leader. To be a Bible teacher requires special education, but any- — 
one who follows the principles of this little course can be a group leader and can lead family de- 
votions or group Bible study. It does not require any special education. A group leader encour- 
ages everyone to answer the questions, keeps the group talking about the questions, and steers 
them away from subjects that do not fit the Bible study. 

If you wish to organize a Bible study group in your neighborhood or set up family devotions in 
k out this little course. It will teach you how to be a good group leader. 
d fill in the blanks. The answers to the questions are below the line. Cover 
d look at them only after you have filled in the blanks, 


— se 


your home, then worl 
Read the questions an 
them up with a sheet of paper an 


eel 


1. A group leader gives guidance to the group he leads. He encourages everyone in the group 
to participate. A group leader encourages everyone In the group to and gives 


to the group. 


———————— 


Answers: participate 
guidance 


2. A group leader encourages _ by everyone in the group when he has each 
person read a verse out loud from the chapter that is being studied. 
——— 


Answer: participation 


ber of the group when he 
3. A group leader also encourages _ by every mem! BY 
asks at rae to answer the question, 7What did you like best about this chapter? 
— " 


Answer: participation 


Se ee ey | 


"7 


4. When o group leader does all the reading of Serigiure, anmeanti 
he is ho longer 8 RrOUp leader bul es ee ne 


Answers Bible teacher 


atm! 
5. Anyone can be @ , but only those who : 1, 


should attempt to De @ ne 7 
Ete; 


———— ee 
Answers: your, leader 


—* 
6, When the leader does all the fee! ie means that the members 
participate. When this happens the leader Ninety! 


Ee . 
‘Answers: Bible teacher 
group leader 


7. Each class member should icipate in reading a verse as the 
member should also re encourped pv an answer to every ¢ 
leadership. 


aX Answer: group 


8. Selecting the first introductory Bible course (“How to 
study material and showing the class how to use the first set 
is a good example of a group leader giving 


Answer: guidance " 


- “i Pars 
9. If a Jehovah's Witness or member of some other group reads from t ie cries ‘ 


ture, it may mean that the leader is not giving proper__ ¥ " < 


~~ © 


——$—$—$—$ ———————— TT 
” Answer: guidance 


, 10. Patience is required when leading a Bible study in family devo 
Some members of the family or the class will want to do all the talk 
at all. A good practice to be followed by the group leader is 

ee OL 


Answer: patience 


11. When the group leader as! 
swer. The leader may be too qui: 
tion. The leader must be and wait for the 

nll 
Answer: patient ar = ¥ — 


2 


Answers: group leader 


The Holy Spirit also mest patted up s 
s t conviction 
on bine cas omer ae 


Sperit i 


- inne ‘ 
18. Parents leading family devotions should also 
of jesus. : 


sol query ar 


Answers: encourage 
followers 
or neat 
" cote tt 
19. A strong leader can sometimes lead a person to cha 
without the help of the 


20. Group leaders 
can bring about the harvest. 
to make class members or family mer 


21. th feading a Bible study group or fami 
jucibhe: loadershi 4 Reproducible de 
rs will be able to do, r 


22. A wise group leader will always be encou! } 
their own Bible study group, The way he leads is an ¢ 


23. A person who wants to be the leader 

in developing leaders to take his place. He wil 
of the group, 

(a 


Answer: leadership: 


24. A good group leader should encourage those who 
poeta of the group as soon as the sane an eas 
em. a 


Answers: convicted 
converted 


25. It is natural for a new leader of a group to come | 
—_— SS 


Answer: group (or family) 


26, When a wise group leader practices group | 
er, it is natural for members to participate as the gi 
for some of the members to become leaders. 


Answer: natural 


27. When more than one natural leader develops i 
select one leader to continue with the original group ai 


groups. 


Answer; new 


28. The original group leader should encourage 
meet with the first group for at least six months, di 
group. This will give the original group leader six a 
and : to the new leaders. 


Answers: example 
encouragement 


29. Using a group leader instead of a Bible teacher to start a 
the leader does not have to have Bible school training; lot of e 
ple are capable of beginning and new, groups. 


Answer: leading 


30. A leader who is a new Christian 


Answer: 


31. Write “true” or “false” in the blanks: _ 
On me a person with sp 
of being a 

Anyone aes 
study group. 


Answers: false 
true 


belek 
on estan * wal 
“ot 2 
32. Choose one or more: 
A lawyer 
fisherman 
doctor 
teacher 
farmer 


study group. 


neces 


would have =e 


Answers: lawyer oe 
fisherman nist ee 
doctor ARS i nl 
teacher F + 
farmer cy all 


ce A leader can begin a new Bible study ial even if ag) little. 
or m_ 


6 gst 
Answers: experience a 
training 
money — 


(ort Se 


34. We have studied things a group leader should do. Now let’s ook at 
Jeader should not do. Often a leader of a Bible study group kn 
class members. The leader sometimes will feel proud of the advar 
must tell all he knows on everything talked about. This attitude is ( 

desirable. amet 

undesirable. eS 
A 
Answer: undesirable 


35. A leader who is secure in his knowledge of hi: 
has to prove himself by telling he _ 


Answers: all 
knows 


S wer. 
36. It is not a sign of ignorance for the leorlos 34 be silent 


does not mean that he is 


Larne 


Answer: ignorant 


Orne 
bein, ‘nob shers’* or ! 
p oa ee debat 


39 A philosopher or debater w uy 
The leader then should be willing to d 


person? 
how to be saved 
the Trinity 


Answer: how to be 


40, A philosopher will jump apiey joe sul 
opher’s questions, the philosopher wil 
will bring to class members: 
4 enli rinernaiie 
contusion. 


Answer: confusion 


a in 


an 
41. A Bible study group will become co 
phers. 


42. When one person dominates the time 


leader is not giving 


Answer: good 


43. When one person talks all the 


—SEEE 1 
to dominate the time and 


45. We have studied three thi 
ship. These three rules : 


The leader should not feel that he 
every subject. 
The leader must not 


From Principles and. Practices of Indigenous 
Broadman Press, Nashville, Techie All 
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Preface 4 
* us 
Peer qi 
a> § 
7 « NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION is 2 completely new translation of the Holy Bible made by 2 
over a hundred scholars working directly from the best available Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek , 


cers. Whad its beginning in 1965 when, after several years of exploratory study by committees 

+» the Chnstian Reformed Church and the National Association of beangcicals, apo 

2 et at Palos Heights. Illinois, and concurred in the need for 2 new translation of the . 
porary English. This group, though not made up of official church a 
ninational tts conclusion was endorsed by a large number of leaders from many 


prox 

fact th 

worker gave the project its international scope. That they were from many pe 
den ypons including Anglican, Assemblies of God, Baptist, Brethren, Christian Reformed, — 
Chunh of Chnst. Evangelical Free, Lutheran, Mennonite, Methodist, Nazarene, Presbyterian, 


other churches—helped to safeguard the translation from sectarian bias. ; 


a 
¥ 


Wesievan 2 


OM + was made helps to give the New International Version its distinctiveness. The 
> of each book was assigned to a team of scholars. Next, one of the Intermediate ~ 
Committees revised the initial translation, with constant reference to the Hebrew, 
or Greek. Their work then went to one of the General Editorial Committees, which 
sacked it in detail and made another thorough revision. This revision in turn barns! Co 

evsewed by the Committee on Bible Translation, which made further changes and then 7 
nal version for publication. In this way the entire Bible underwent three revisions, 
ach of which the translation was examined for its faithfulness to the original languages and for its | 


aglish stvle —~a98 . 

All this involved many thousands of hours of research and discussion by sak shee meaning 
t < and the precise way of putting them into English. It may well be no other 

ansiation has been made by a more thorough process of review and revision from committee to 


ommikcee than this one 


language 
frequent modifications in sentence structure and constant regard for the contextual meanings of 
words, . oad 

4 sensitive feeling for style does not always accompany scholarship. Accordingly the 
Committee on Bible Translation submitted the developing version to a number of stylistic 
consultants. Two of them read every book of both Old and New Testaments twice—once before: 


and once after the last major revision—and made invaluable ions. Samples of the vit 
translation were tested for clarity and ease of reading by various kinds of people—young and old, 
highly educated and less well educated, ministers and laymen. ote may * 


34 7 
Concern for clear and natural English—that the New International Version ¢ 
but not idiosyncratic, contemporary but not dated—motivated the translators and. 
the same time, they tried to reflect the differing styles of the biblical ws ¥ 
international use of English, the translators sought to avoid obvious Ame sms 
hand and obvious Anglicisms on the other. A British edition reflects { 
differences of significant idiom and of spelling. 
As for the traditional pronouns “thou,” “thee” and “thine” in reference 
translators judged that to use these archaisms (along with the old verb forms 
“wouldest” and “hadst”) would violate accuracy in translation. Neither Hi 
Greek uses special pronouns for the persons of the Godhead. A present 
enhanced by forms that in the time of the King James Version were used 
whether referring to God or man. 


For the Old Testament the standard Hebrew text, the Masoretic 
editions of Biblia Hebraica, was used throughout. The Dead Sea Scrolls 
on an earlier stage of the Hebrew text. They were consulted, as were the 
and the ancient scribal traditions relating to textual changes. falta fe 
in the margin of the Masoretic Text was followed instead of the text itself. 
variants within the Masoretic tradition, are not specified by footnotes. 
consonantal text were divided differently from the way they appear a 
Footnotes indicate this. The translators also consulted the more important 
Septuagint; Aquila, Symmachus and Theodotion; the Vulgate; the Syriac 
and for the Psalms the Juxta Hebraica of Jerome. Readings from these 
followed where the Masoretic Text seemed doubtful and where accepted ‘ 
criticism showed that one or more of these textual witnesses appeared to ovide 
reading. Such instances are footnoted. Sometimes vowel letters and vowel sign 
judgment of the translators, represent the correct vowels for the original consonan 
Accordingly some words were read with a different set of vowels. These instances 
indicated by footnotes. ~ 

The Greek text used in translating the New Testament was an eclectic one. No other 
ancient literature has such an abundance of manuscript witnesses as does the New T: 
Where existing manuscripts differ, the translators made their choice of readings 
accepted principles of New Testament textual criticism. Footnotes call attention to 
there was uncertainty about what the original text was, The best current printed texts 


New Testament were used. Forte I< 


There is a sense in which the work of translation 
great literature and uniquely so to the Bible. In 1973 t 
Version was published. Since then, suggestions 
from various sources. The Committee on Bible 
and adopted a number of them. These were incorporate 
1978. Additional revisions were made by the Committee on 


tings after that date. 
OAc meaning of the biblical texts is sometimes 


As in other ancient documents, the precise b 
uncertain. This is more often the case with the Hebrew and Aramaic texts than with the: 


text. Although archaeological and linguistic discoveries in this century aid in understa 
difficult passages, some uncertainties remain. The more significant of these have been 


the reader’s attention in the footnotes. 

In regard to the divine name YHWH, pried referred ig ans pS 
translators adopted the device used in most English versions of rendering name 
ciel Aeners eo Hebrew word rendered “‘Lord,’” fo 


capital letters to distinguish it from Adonai, another Dt 
small letters are used. Wherever the two names stand together in the Old Testam 
ue 


compound name of God, they are rendered ‘Sovereign Loro.”” . 
ae for most readers today the phrases “the Loro of hosts” and “God 
little meaning, this version renders them “the 


renderings convey the sense of the Hebrew, namely, ° sovereign ove f 
powenen heaven and on earth, especially over the ‘hosts’ (armies) of Israel."" For 


unacquainted with Hebrew this does not make clear the distinction between c b 
almighty”) and Shaddai (which can also be translated “Almighty”), but the latter occurs 
infrequently and is always footnoted. When Adonai and YHWH Sabaoth occur togethe! 
rendered “the Lord, the Lor Almighty.” 

As for other proper nouns, the familiar spellings of 
retained. Names traditionally spelled with “ch,"" except w 
translation with “k” or “‘c,” since the bibli 
frequently indicates in English—for exampl 
however, the traditional spelling has been retai 
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riginal languages has usually not been indicated. Where a or place has two or more 
different hanes Wi the Hebrew, Aramaic or Greek texts, the more familiar one has generally Ty 
“ith footnotes where needed. eis foes 
wed si rece clarity the translators sometimes supplied words not in the original texts but 
If there was uncertainty about such material, it is enclosed in brackets. — 


required by the context. t a 
Also for the sake of clarity or style, nouns, including some proper nouns, are sometimes 


substituted for pronouns, and vice versa. And though the Hebrew writers often shifted 
forth between first, second and third personal pronouns without change of antecedent, this 
translation often makes them uniform, in accordance with English style and without the use of 


footnotes. 


Poetical passages are printed as poetry, that is, with indentation of lines and with separate 
stanzas. These are generally designed to reflect the structure of Hebrew poetry. Thi: ei E 


is 
normally characterized by parallelism in balanced lines. Most of the poetry in the Bible is in the 
Old Testament, and scholars differ regarding the scansion of Hebrew lines. The translators 
determined the stanza divisions for the most part by analysis of the subject matter. The stanzas 
therefore serve as poetic paragraphs. 
As an aid to the reader, sectional headings are inserted in most of the books. are not to 
be regarded as part of the NIV text, are not for oral reading, and are not intended to dictate the 


interpretation ot the sections they head. 7 


The footnotes in this version are of several kinds, most of which need no explanation. Those 
giving alternative translations begin with “Or” and generally introduce the alternative with the last _ a 
word preceding it in the text, except when it is a single-word alternative; in poetry quoted in a it 
footnote a slant mark indicates a line division. Footnotes introduced by “Or’’ do not have uniform” * 
significance. In some cases two possible translations were considered to have about equal validity. a 
In other cases, though the translators were convinced that the translation in the text was correct, ‘ 
they judged that another interpretation was possible and of sufficient importance to be 
represented in a footnote. 

In the New Testament, footnotes that refer to uncertainty regarding the original text are 
introduced by ‘‘Some manuscripts” or similar expressions. In the Old Testament, evidence for th 
reading chosen is given first and evidence for the alternative is added after a semicolon (for — " 
example: Septuagint; Hebrew father). In such notes the term “Hebrew” refers to the Masoretic 


Text 


af 


It should be noted that minerals, flora and fauna, architectural details, articles of clothing and 

jewelry, musical instruments and other articles cannot always be identified with precision. Also 

measures of capacity in the biblical period are particularly uncertain (see the table of weights and — ; 
‘ 


measures following the text). 


Like all translations of the Bible, made as they are by imperfect man, this one undoubtedly m 
falls short of its goals. Yet we are grateful to God for the extent to which he has enabled us to 
realize these goals and for the strength he has given us and our colleagues to complete our task. 
We offer this version of the Bible to him in whose name and for whose glory it has been made. 

We pray that it will lead many into a better understanding of the Holy Scriptures and a fuller " 
knowledge of Jesus Christ the incarnate Word, of whom the Scriptures so faithfully testify. 


The Committee on Bible Translation 


June 1978 a 
(Revised August 1983) x a) 


Names of the translators and editors may be secured 
from the International Bible- 
144 Tices Lane, East Brunswick, New Jersey 08816. 


Overview: tia a 
The Old Testa nen 


) aly 


s: The book of beginnings describes creation, the 


3 Of Abraham and his offspring. x 
he 


EXODUS: God rescued the Israelites from slavery in Egypt and I 
There, he gave Moses the laws to govern the new mat A i 
me, 


LEVITICUS: God set up laws for the Israelites, mostly regarding 
‘ cave 


NUMBERS: Because of their rebellion and disobedience, the | 
wilderness for 40 years before entering the promised land. — 


19% 


DEUTERONOMY: Just before his death, Moses made three ¢ 
history and warning the Israelites against further mistakes. 
ruloy te lfesto tinge: 


History Books ote 
ry rot sonetiys bine SA 
The next 12 books continue the history of the Israelites: th moved into 
established a kingdom that lasted almost 500 years. es / 
te Sott oheyerint 
ine verttert 
JOSHUA: After Moses’ death, Joshua commanded the armies that conqu 
in the promised land. ; 


JUDGES: The new nation fell into a series of dismal failures. God raised 


‘judges.”” o) agate 
RUTH: This story of love and loyalty between two widows shines out brigt 


pede ntsc) BOR yee raat 
1 SAMUEL: Samuel became a transition leader between the time of the ji sa 
kings. He appointed Israel's first king, Saul. After his own failure, Saul tri 

God's king-elect David from taking the throne. 


2 SAMUEL: David, ‘a man after God’s own heart,” brought the nation together 
committing adultery and murder, he was haunted by family and national crises. 


1 KINGS: Solomon succeeded David, with mixed success. At his death, a civil 
nation, Successive kings were mostly bad, and the prophet Elijah had dramat 


with King Ahab. sd 
2 KINGS: This book continues the record of the rulers of the divide 


Northern kings follawed God consistently, and so Israel was finally dest 
South, Judah, lasted much longer, but finally Babylon conquered Judah 


ens with the most complete genealogical ré 


1 CHRONICLES: The book op 
life of David (often the same as those 


adds many incidents from the 
2 CHRONICLES: Often paralleling the books of Kings, this book reco! 
of Judah, emphasizing the good ings. = 


EZRA: After being held captive in Babylon for decades, 
homeland. Ezra, a priest, emerged from one of the first 


37 


had been rebuilt. — 


surned from the Babylonian captivity after the temple 
ring the protective wall around Jerusalem and joined Ezra in leading a 


Gar ES 
ry is set among captive Jews in Persia. A courageous Jewish queen foiled a plan” 


om 


NEHEMIAH: Nehem 
He concentrated on 


religious reviva 


ESTHER: Th 
to exte t 


Books of Poetry oe 
written in poetry. concentrate on rss 


Almost one-third of the Old Testament was originally 
questions about pain. God, life, and bove. 


JOB: The best man of his day suffered the greatest personal tragedy. The entire book deals with _ 


the question, “Why? 

PSALMS: These prayers and hymns cover the full range of human emotion; together, they 

>resent a personal journal of how to relate to God. Some were also used in public worship _ . 
i.) 


1 people 


rep 


services 
PROVERBS: The proverbs offer advice on every imaginable area of life. The style of wise living 
described here leads to a fulfilled life. 4 - 
ECCLESIASTES: A life without God, “under the sun,” leads to meaninglessness and despair, says 
the Teacher in a strikingly modern book. 


SONG OF SONGS: This beautiful poem celebrates romantic and physical love. 


Books of the Prophets ) ‘- 


During the years when kings ruled Israel and Judah, God spoke through prophets. shot some 
prophets did predict future events, their primary role was to call God's people back to him. m4 . 4 


ISAIAH: The most eloquent of the prophets, Isaiah analyzed the failures of all the nations around — 
him and pointed to a tuture Messiah who would bring peace. . 


JEREMIAH: Jeremiah led an emotionally tortured life, yet held: to his stern message. He spoke to 
Judah in the last decades before Babylon destroyed the nation. 
w 


LAMENTATIONS: All Jeremiah’s warnings about Jerusalem came true, and Lamentations records 


five poems of sorrow for the fallen city. 
EZEKIEL: Fzekié) spoke to the Jews who were captive in Babylon. He often used dramatic stories, 


and “enacted parables” to make his points. 


DANIEL: A captive in Babylon, Daniel rose to the office of prime minister. Despite intense ‘ 
political pressure, he lived a model life of integrity and left ik symbolic prophecies about the 


future 

HOSEA: By marrying a loose-living wife, Hosea lived out his message: that israel had committed fs 
spiritual adultery against God. | ; 
JOEL: Beginning with a recent catastrophe in Judah (a locust plague), Joel foretold God’s 
judgment on Judah. } 

AMOS: A country boy, Amos preached to Israel at the height of its prosperity. His grim warnings 
focused on materialism. 

OBADIAH: Obadiah warned Edom, a nation bordering Judah. wd 


; Petes. a0 
JONAH: Jonah reluctantly went to Nineveh and found Israel's enemies responsive to God's 


message. 

MICAH: Micah exposed corruption in every level of society, but closed with a promise of A 
forgiveness and restoration. MW 
NAHUM: Long after Jonah had stirred Nineveh to repentance, Nahum foretold the mighty city’s” 


total destruction 


God. not people. n a rank aos 


HABAKKUK: Habakkuk addressed his book to 
discussed problems of suffering and justice. 


te 
ZEPHANIAH: Zephaniah focused on the coming day of the Lond, wade aad t 
53 > 


resulting in a remnant used to bless the entire 


HAGGAI: After returning from the Babylonian , the Jews rebuild 


God. But before long th i work on their own ag 
paps ip, they set aside that task to on thy bs 
. 


ZECHARIAH: Writing around the same time as Haggai, Zechariah 
the temple. He ceede more uplifting approach, pee how 


coming Messiah. 


MALACHI: The last Old Testament 
sought to stir them from apathy. 


Overview: a 
The New Testament 


== « 
Prophet, Malachi faced a nation 7 


History Books 


The word gospel means “good news.” Almost half the New Testament consists of foi 
life of Jesus and the good news he brought to earth. Each of 


different focus and a different audience; taken together, jive a complete & 
teaching. About a third of their pages are devoted to the events of his aon , 
crucifixion and resurrection. 


Acts continues the history into the period after Jesus left earth. bith 


Mss 
MATTHEW: Written to a Jewish audience, this Gospel links the Old and New Testaments. 
presents Jesus as the Messiah and King promised in the Old Testament. Matthew empha 
Jesus’ authority and power. ~ ws 


ioe 


MARK: Mark probably had pragmatic Roman readers in mind. His 
a straightforward, blow-by-blow account of Jesus’ work on earth. 


LUKE: A doctor, Luke was also a fine writer. His Gospel provides many details of human 
especially in Jesus’ treatment of the poor and needy. A joyful tone characterizes Luke’s book. 


JOHN: John has a different, more reflective style than the other Gospels. Its or select 
signs that point to Jesus as the Son of God and wove together everything else to under: 
point. 


ACTS: Acts tells what happened to Jesus’ followers after he left them. Peter and Paul soon 
emerged as leaders of the rapidly spreading church. 


The Letters 


The young church was nourished by apostles who set down their beliefs and messages in a ‘ 
letters. The first 13 such letters (Romans Philemon) were written by the iy 
the advance of Christianity to non-Jewish a 


Paul’s Letters: 


ROMANS: Written for a sophisticated audience, Romans sets forth the 
form. 


a hc It a en 


39 
5 s; A very practical book, 1 Corinthians takes up the problems of « tumultuol . 
E OR ath bight factions, immorality, public worship, and lawsuits, — iry \ ’ 
» CORINTHIANS: Paul wrote this follow-up letter to defend himself against a rebellion led by 
certain false apostles ¢ > ¢ - 
version of the message of Romans, this book addresses legalism. It shows — 


GALATIANS: A short 
how Christ came to bring freedom, not bondage to a set of laws, 
h written in jail, this letter is Paul's most optimistic and encouraging, It tells 


EPHESIANS: Althoug! 
Kreliever has in Christ, 


of the advantages a 
PHILIPPIANS: The church at Philippi ranked among Paul’s favorites. This friendly letter stresses 
that joy can be found in any situation, t 
COLOSSIANS: Written to oppose certain cults, Colossians tells how faith in Christ is complete, — P 
Nothing needs to be added to what Christ did, F 


1 THESSALONIANS: Composed early in Paul’s ministry, this letter gives a capsule history of one 
church, as well as Paul’s direct advice about specific problems. ; 


he Thessalonians, the sequel goes I 
1 Christ's second coming, Pe 


| 
- 


2 THESSALONIANS: Stronger in tone than his first letter to 
over the same topics, especially the church’s questions abou! 


1 TIMOTHY: As Paul neared the end of his life, he chose young men such as Timothy to carry on 
his work. His two letters to Timothy form a leadership manual tor a young pastor. 


2 TIMOTHY: Written just before Paul’s death, 2 Timothy offers Paul's final words to his young, 


assistant 
TITUS: Titus was left in Crete, a notoriously difficult place to nurture a church. Paul’s letter gave 
practical advice on how to go about it. 
PHILEMON: Paul urged Philemon, owner of runaway slave Onesimus, to forgive his slaveand 
accept him as a brother in Christ. ; 

Pi Mie pgs 


Other Letters: , 
but it probably first went to Christians in danger 


HEBREWS: No one knows who wrote Hebrews, 
of slipping back into Judaism. It interprets the Old Testament, explaining many Jewish practices as 


symbols that prepared the way for Christ. 

JAMES: James, a man of action, emphasized the right kind of behavior for a believer. Someone —— 
who calls himself a Christian ought to act like it, James believed, and his letter spells out the 
specifics , 
1 PETER: Early Christians often met violent opposition, and Peter's letter comforted and 
encouraged Christians who were being persectied 10) their faith. 


2 PETER: In contrast to Peter's first letter, this one focused on problems that sprang up from the 


‘ 


inside. It warns against false teachers. 
1 JOHN: John could fill simple words—light, love, life—with deep meaning, and in this letter, he 
elegantly explains basic truths about the Christian life. : 


, 
2 JOHN: Warning against false teachers, John counseled chugches on how to respond to them. ~ 


3 JOHN: Balancing 2 John, this companion letter mentions the need to be hospitable to true 


j 
) 


teachers. 
JUDE: Jude gave a brief but fiery exposé of heretics. 


REVELATION: A book of visions and symbols, Revelation is the only New'Testament book that 
un in Genesis, of the cosmic battle between 


concentrates on prophecy. It completes the erie beg 
good and evil being waged on earth. It ends with a picture of a new heaven and new earth. 


i 


Alphabetical C 
of the Bible _ 


Acts 
Amos 


1 Chronicles 
2 Chronicles 
Colossians 

1 Corinthians 
2 Corinthians 


Daniel 
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Exodus 
Ezekiel 
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Genesis 
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Malachi 
Mark 
Matthew 
Micah 

ah) 
Nahum 
Nehemiah 
Numbers ——s*d:14 
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GENESIS | 
4 
The Beginning | 
Everything—literally everything—begins here 


In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 1:1 


s the world eternal? Has it always existed? 

Many people believe that nature, the sun and moon, the stars, and even human beings, never 
had a beginning. There is an endless, eternal cycle of birth, life, and death that constantly repeats 
itself. This eternal cycle never began and will never end, It always has been and always will be. 

The Bible tells us something different. It teaches that there was a time when the world did not 
exist. Only God existed. The God of the Bible is not a force or some unknowable absolute, but he 
is a person. He knows and thinks; he has emotions; he loves. This God decided to reveul himself 
by creating the world. And with that decision the world began. 


God's Good Creation 

When God first created the world, he created it good. As you read through the first chapter of 
Genesis, notice how often the author repeats that little refrain, “And God saw that it was good.” 
This means that not only was there no sin in what God made, but everything fu 
There were no storms, no famines; there was no destruction in the perfect world God made. 

In the story of the creation of the world we see the careful, precise way in which God carried 
out the creation. As you read the first chapter make a list of all that he created dn each of the six 
days. You will notice immediately how his work progressed from simple to more complex, 
culminating in the most wonderful creation of all, man. 


The Nature of God 
The first chapter of Genesis tells more than the story of creation. The name of God is 


mentioned thirty times in this chapter, and we can conclude that the chapter not only tells us 
about the origin of the world but tells us about the nature of God. It shows us that God is 
all-powerful, for by simply speaking or commanding, all {binge came into ele No human being, 
no matter how powerful he might be, has ever demonstrated power like this. This first chapter 
tells us that God is perfect. What he does has no flaw in it. We also discover in this chapter that 
God plans and organizes. We see his careful, step-by-step unfolding of creation in the addition of 
more complex creative acts each successive day. Most of all, this chapter tells us that God is not 
some remote, untouchable force, but he is a person. He thinks, plans, talks, loves, and cares for 


what he has made. 


Other Beginnings 
of the world.and the nature of God, the book of 


In addition to telling us about the besinning the i 
Genesis tells us about other beginnings. It tells us about the beginning of sin; about the 
beginning of salvation; about the beginning of judgment; about the beginning of Israel, the 


nation God used to bring salvation to the human race. The book of Genesis is the foundation of 
all the other books of the Bible, for in it you will find the story of who we are, what sin is, what 


salvation is, and how God will redeem the world from judgment. 


How to Read Genesis 


Genesis is one of the most enjoyable Old Testament books, full of memorable stories of 

now, for the rest of the ar totaal refers bce Ads ham 
Genesis tells the story of many beginnings—the beginning of the universe, inning s 
and perhaps most important, the beginning of God’s work to restore a sinful humanity. 


and events. It is a crucial book to 


ww 


The book breaks into two major sections. 
origins of human society, including the familiar 
ark, and the tower of Babel. Here, a few words 
and reflectively, for what happens in a singh 
instance, Adam and Eve's sin, because it wa: 
against God. 

Beginning at chapter 12, Genesis tells a diff 
of the story slows to develop the personalities 
and sons are full of human faults and oddities, 
know? 

Seeing their fully human persot 
individuals—and through them, 


PLANS FOR READING GENESIS : 
PLAN 1: An Overview of Genesis in 14 Days co 
Day 1. Read the Introduction to Cenesisgnds 
CL) Day 2. Read chapter 2, the story lat 
Day 3. Read chapter 3, where sin enters a perf 
Day 4. Read chapter 4, the story of Cain and 
Day 5, Read chapter 7, the story of Noah and | 
Day 6. Read chapter 8, the end of the great 
Day 7. Read chapter 15, God's, covenant with 
© Day 8. Read chapter 19, the destruction 
Day 9, Read chapter 22, God's testing of A\ 
(© Day 10. Read chapter 27, in which jacob 
©) Day 11. Read chapter 28, when Jac ab, ued 
©) Day 12. Read chapter 37, the story of Jo: 


Day 13. Read chapter 41, in which 
ia Day 14, Read ee 45, in which Jos 
PLAN 2: All of Genesis in 49 Days Y : 
{ tH s6o7080 
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The Beginning 
In the beginning God created the heavens 
1 and the earth. 2Now the earth wast form- 
less and empty, darkness was over the sur- 


face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the waters, 
‘And God said, “Let there be light,” and there 


was light. 4God saw that the light was good, 
and he separated the light from the 
darkness, 5God called the light “day,” and 
the darkness he called “night.” And there 
was evening, and there was morning—the 
first day. 

«And God said, “Let there be an expanse between. 

the waters to separate water from water.” 
’S0 God made the expanse and separated 
the water under the expanse from the water 
above it. And it was so. 8God called the 
expanse “sky.” And there was evening, and 
there was morning—the second day. 

°And God said, “Let the water under the sky be 

gathered to one place, and let dry ground 
appear.” And it was so. !0God called the dry 
ground “land,” and the gathered waters he 
called “seas.” And God saw that it was 
good. 

Then God said, “Let the land produce 
vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on 
the land that bear fruit with seed in it, 
according to their various kinds.” And it 
was so. !2The land produced vegetation: 
plants bearing seed according to their kinds 
and trees bearing fruit with seed in it 
according to their kinds. And God saw that 
it was good. 13And there was evening, and 
there was morning—the third day. 

\4And God said, “Let there be lights in the 
expanse of the sky to separate the day from 
the night, and let them serve as signs to 
mark seasons and days and years, !5and let 
thém be lights in the expanse of the sky to 
give light on the earth.” And it was so. 
l6God made two great lights—the greater 
light to govern the day and the lesser light to 
govern the night. He also made the stars. 
1°God set them in the expanse of the sky to 
give light on the earth, !8to govern the day 
and the night, and to separate light from 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
i9And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the fourth day. 

And God said, “Let the water teem with living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
across the expanse of the sky.” 2!So God 
created the great creatures of the sea and 
every living and moving thing with which 
the water teems, according to their kinds, 
and every winged bird according to its kind. 
And God saw that it was good, 2God 
blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and 
increase in number and fill the water in the 
seas, and let the birds increase on the 


$26 Hebrew; Syriac all the wild animals 


Or possibly became 


ym The Hebrew for man (adam) sounds like and may 


Adam (see Gen, 2:20) 


carth.”” And there was evening, and there 
was morning=the fifth ot 7 
MAnd God said) “Let the | 
“creatures according to their 
creatures that move along th 
wild animal: 
And it wat ! 
according their kinds, 
according to their kinds, | 
creatures that move along the 
according to their kinds. And God saw that 
it was good, Lad! phase 
26Then God said, “Let us make r 
image, in our likeness, and let 
‘over the fish of the sea and the birds of 
, over the livestock, over all the ear 
d over all the creatures that move. 
ithe grounds iii apdieaiiete eciitaiges 


27S0 God created man in his own i . 
in the image of God he created Ly 


male and female he created them, ite 


1 
28God blessed them and sale tient 

fruitful and increase in number; fill 

and subdue it, Rule over the fish of t 

and the birds of the air and over 

creature that moves on the ground.” 


bearing plant on the face 
and every tree that has fri 
They will be yours for 


31God saw all that he had m 
was very good. And there was 
there was morning—the sixth 


2 Thus the heavens and the earth were 
completed in all their vastarray. 


2By the seventh day God had finished the ‘ 
he had been iy oe ae he 

rested¢ from all his work. 3And God 

the seventh day and made it holy, 

on it he rested from all the work of 

that he had done. i 


Adam and Eve : . 
4This is the account of the heavens and the earth” 
when they were created. © 

When the ae God a the earth and the 
heavens— Sand no shrub of the yetap- — 
peared on the earth? and no plant the fold hed ¥ 
yet sprung up, for the Lorp God had not sent rain 
on the earth4 and there was no man to he 
ground, ®but streams* came up from the ea 
watered the whole surface of the grou 
Lorp God formed the manf from 
ground and breathed into his nos 
life, and the man became a living 


2 Or ceased; also in verse 3 
be related to the Hebrew for ground (sdamah); it is alsothe mame = 
a -— 


wre eta” 
+ Neetu 


GENESIS 2:8 


SNow the Lorp God had planted a 
east, in Eden; and there he put the man 
formed. *And the Lorp God made all ki 
trees grow out of the ground—trees that 
the 


pleasing to the eye and good for food. 
dle of the garden were the =: ‘ie and the 
of the knowledge of good and evil. ih 
10A river watering the garden flowed 
from there it was separated into four hea 
"The name of the first is the Pishon; it d 
through the entire land of Havilah, where there is- 
gold. 12(The gold of that land is good; aromatic — 
resin® and onyx are also there.) !3The name of the 
second river is the Gihon; it winds through the 
entire land of Cush.t “The name of the third river 
is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Asshur. 
And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
15The Lorp God took the man and put him in 
the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 
16And the Lorp God commanded the mai bed 
are free to eat from any tree in the garden; !7but 
you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, for when you eat of it you will 
surely die.” ] 
18The Lorp God said, “It is not good for the man 
to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” 
19Now the Lorp God had formed out of the 
ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of 
the air. He brought them to the man to see what he 
would name them; and whatever the man called 
each living creature, that was its name. So the 
man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of 
the air and all the beasts of the field. "i 
But for Adam¢ no suitable helper was found. 
21S the Lorp God caused the man to fall into a 
deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one 
of the man’s ribsd and closed up the place with 
flesh. 2Then the Lorp God made a woman from 
the ribe he had taken out of the man, and he 
brought her to the man. Cc 
23The man said, = 
“This is now bone of my bones 
and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called ‘woman,!” 
for she was taken out of man.” 


24For this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united to his wife, and they will 
become one flesh 

25The man and his wife were both naked, and 


Adam joyfully rec 

together. As verse 

basis for all marriages. Th 
Jesus (Matthew 19:5; Ma 
Corinthians 6:16; Ephesians 
comments on sex and marriage. 


|; pearls “13 Possibly southeast Mesopotamia D 
0 es “The Hebrew for woman sounds like the Hebrew for man; 


—_ 2s 


ae 


“Lwill ey Jnorease your pits I” aa 
ehiletbeartny “ 
With pain you will give birth to children, 
Your desire will be for your husband, 
andl he will rte OVER YOU, 
YPho Adan he Saket, “Because you listened (© 
your wise ane ate from the tree about whieh | 
commanded You, “You must not eat of it! 


Cursed is the ground because of you) 
through painful toil you will eat of it 
all the days of your life. aaah an 
{sit will produce thorns and thist nea 


iF 


He 


in 


é 


FF 


a 


and vou will eat the plants of the 
“By the sweat of your brow 
you will eat your food 
until vou return to the ground, 
since from it you were taken; 
for dust you are 
and to dust you will return.” 


“NLD Or Themen 420 foe probably means beg. 
we acquit #1 Or Rane acquired . 


INSIGHT 


The Lox God formed the man from the dust of the 
of life, and man became a living being. 2:7 “bees 
at is a human being? Who are we? Ever since the inning of the human. 
Was this question, and the answers given by heats religions of 
different _ 
Is Man Merely Animal? ue 
Some people believe that we are nothing more than animal 


have no spirits or souls that last beyond death. This view is not common 
it has arisen with the coming of modern science. This view, com re 


that there is a God who created ail things. It tedches that : 
first; they matured to more complex 


oo 


of history. Small"forms of life devel 

finally man develoee as the most advanced animal on earth. 
Most people believe that man is more than an animal, however. believe 

all a spirit and that this spirit lives after his body dies. The Stan doa 

spirit of man is really part of the great, universal force or god. Life goes on throug 

endless cycle of births and deaths. Karma, that irrevocable law, cent 

this life was determined by the good or bad deeds we did in the previous life. 


Created in the Likeness of God saosin 
In contrast to this, the Bible teaches that man is totally unique 

are the only beings created in the image and likeness of God. We 
friends of God, of talking with him and communing with him as one p 
making all the wonderful things of the world, God finished with hi 
creation of man and woman. And God put them in charge of e 
‘fe Questions: People say they can see God reflected in stars, , forests, 
How can you see God's artistry in them? US ia afl. 


\ 


es 


blocks, and Cain worked the soil 
{Saf the sagt time C: » of the 

Al Soi) @ Cain brought some & 
born CFOURhE faq at Ml otfering to the Lowy, {BU 
Abeland hig onke from some of the first 
he did nis looked with favor On 
gry, and pigs wit A Cain and his offering 
Then the Lone (So Gain was very ar 


angry? Why is your face 
is right, will you not be a 
lo what is right, sin is crow 
desires to have you, but yor omay 
8Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “4 
out to the field.”@ And while the ‘ 
sles Cain attacked his brother "Abel 
im. 
°Then the Lorp said to Cain, 
brother Abel?” 
“I don’t know,” he replied, 
keeper?” 


Why are you 
aa 
jo not 

Your door it 


“Am I my brother's 


‘OThe Lorp said, ‘What have you done? Listen! 


Your brother's blood cries out to me from the 
ground. \Now you are under a-curse and driven. 
from the ground, which opened its mouth to re- 
ceive your brother's blood from your hand. 
When you work the ground, it will no longer 
yield its crops for you, You will be a restless wan- 
derer on the earth.” 

Cain said to the Lorp, “My punishment is 
more than I can bear. !4Today you are driving me 
from the land, and I will be hidden from your 
presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, 
and whoever finds me will kill me.” 

15But the Lorp said to him, “Not sob; if anyone 
kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times 
over.”’ Then the Lorp put a mark on Cain so that 
no one who found him would kill him. So Cain 
went out from the Lorp’s presence and lived in the 
land of Nod,“ east of Eden. 

17Cain lay with his wife, and she became preg- 
nant and gave birth to Enoch. Cain was then build- re 
ing a city, and he named it after his son Enoch. 
18To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad was the father 

of Mehujael, and Mehujael was the father of Me- 
thushael, and Methushael was the father of La- 
mech. 

19Lamech married two women, one named 
Adah and the other Zillah. 22Adah gave birth to 
Jabal; he was the father of those who live in tents 
and raise livestock. 2!His brother's name was Ju- 
bal; he was the father of all who play the harp and 


——— 


4:4 Improper Offerings 

God preferred Abel’s offering to Cain's; later in 
the Old Testament both animal and agricultural 
offerings were accepted by God. Quite possibly, 
Cain's problem was his attitude. Cain certainly 
became instantly angry with God when things did 


not go his way. 
§ Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Masoretic 


Vulgate and Syriac; Hebrew Very well 
23 Or] will kill {25 Seth probably means granted. 


ancestor, also in verses 7-26, 


16 Nod means wandering (see verses I2and 14). 
£26 Or to proclaim 


flute. 22Zillah also 
forged all kinds of t 


Tubal-Cain’s sister 


23Lamech said 


“Adah and Zillah, 
wives of La 

| have killedé a may 

a young man for} 

vy Cain is avenged seve 

then Lamech seventy- 


that time men began to 
ad 


named him Seth, 

lived 800 years. 

5Altogether, Adam 

died. \ . yes 

6When Seth had lived 1 

father! of Enosh. 7And after 

of Enosh, Seth lived 807 years 

and daughters. SAltogether, Seth live 

and then he died, _ ay ie 
®When Enosh had lived 90 years, he 

father of Kenan. And after he beca 

of Kenan, Enosh lived 815 years and hac 

sons and daughters, !!Altogether, lived 905 

years,andthenhedied, - 
12When Kenan had lived 70 years, he t 

the father of Mahalalel. !3And after he bec hi 

father of Mahalalel, Kenan lived 840 years and 

other sons and daughters. e 

lived 910 years, and then he died. 
15When Mahalalel had lived 65 year 

the father of Jared. 16And after he b 

ther of Jared, Mahalalel lived 830 

other sons and daughters. 17A 

lived 895 years, and then he died 
18When Jared had lived 162 years, he 

father of Enoch, yess he 

of Enoch, Jared lived 800 years 

and daughters. Altogether, 

andthenhedied. = 
21When Enoch had lived 65 ye 

father of Methuselah, 2 

father of Methuselah, Enoch 

years and had other sons and 

gether, Enoch lived 365 years. 

“Let's go out to the field.” 

422 Or who 

adam ‘6 


Text does not have 


a2 


with God) then he was no more, because God took 
hin away 

“When Methuselah had lived 187 years, he 
became the father of Lamech, %And after he 
became the father of Lamech, Methuselah lived 
ys and had other sons and daughters, Ale 
together, Methuselah lived 969 years, and then he 
died 

*When Lamech had lived 182 years, he had a 
“He named him Noaht and said, “He will 
comtort us in the labor and painful toil of our 
hands caused by the ground the Lorp has 
cursed.’ WAfter Noah was born, Lameeh lived 595 
years and had other sons and daughters, J Alto 
gether, Lamech lived 777 years, and then he died. 

After Noah was 500 years old, he became the 
father of Shem, Ham and Japheth, 


son 


The Flood 
6 When men began to increase in number on the 
arth and daughters were born to them, *the 
sons of God saw that the daughters of men were 
beautiful, and they married any of them they 
‘Then the Lorp said, “My Spirit will not 
contend with? man forever, for he'is mortal his 
days will be a hundred and twenty years.” 
‘The Nephilim were on the earth in those days 
and also afterward—when the sons of God went 
to the daughters of men and had children by them, 
They were the heroes of old, men of renown, 

The Lorp saw how great man’s wickedness on 
the earth had become, and that every inclination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. 
6The Lorp was grieved that he had made man on 
the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 7So 
the Lor said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have 
created, from the face of the earth—men and ani- 
mals, and creatures that move along the ground, 
and birds of the air-—for | am grieved that I have 
made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes of 

the Lorp. 


chose 


This is the account of Noah 


Noah was a righteous man, blameless among 
the people of his time, and he walked with God. 
10Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. 

!INow the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and 
was full of violence. 12God saw how corrupt the 
earth had beco’2e, for all the people on earth had 
corrupted their ways. 1350 God said to Noah, “1 
1m going to put an end to all people, for the earth 


6:2 The Sons of God 


This mysterious description may refer to the 
‘sons of Seth,” the line of God’s people from 
Adam to Noah, or it may refer to angels, often 
called “sons of God’ in the Old Testament. 
» However you interpret it, the point is that evil 
behavior increased in the world, a fact that led to 
punishment by a flood. 


9 Noah sounds like the Hebrew for comfort 
Hebrew for this word is uncertain. 
vide and 13.5 meters high) 

nairs, also in verse 3 


63 Or My spirit will not remain in . 
"15. Hebrew 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide and 30 cubits high (about 140 meters long, 23 1 ‘s 
‘16 Or Make an opening for light by finishing 


9 _ GENESIS 7:15 
is filled with violence beeause of them, Piha 
going to destroy both them and the earth. 
make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make 
rooms in it and coat it with pitch.inside and out. 
IST hin is how you are to build it: The ark is to be 
feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high. Make a 
roof for it and finish/ the ark to within 18 inches# 
of the top. Put a door in the side of the ark and 
make lower, middle and upper decks. 7lam going 
to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life 
under the heavens, every creature that has the 
breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. 
IsBut | will establish my covenant with you, and 
you will enter the ark—you and your song and 
your wife and your sons’ wives with you, You 
are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, 
male and female, to keep them alive with you. 
20Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal 
and of every kind of creature that moves along the: 
ground will come to you to be kept alive. 21You are 
to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and 
store it away as food for you and for them.” 

22Noah did éverything, just as God commanded 
him. + ot © 

‘The Lorp then said to Noah, “Go intotthe ade 

you and your whole family, because | have 

found you righteous in this generation. 2Take with. 
you sevent of every kind of clean animal, a male 
and its mate, and two of every kind of unclean’ 
animal, a male and its mate, 3and also seven of 
every kind of bird, male and female, to con ba 
various kinds alive throughout the earth. o 
days from now I will send rain on the earth for 
forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from 
the face of the earth every living creature I have 
made.” } 

5And Noah did all that the Lorp commanded 
him. wi 

Noah was six hundred years old when the 
floodwaters came on the earth. 7And Noah and his 
sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered the 
ark to escape the waters of the flood, §Pairs of clean. 
and unclean animals, of birds and of all creatures 
that move along the ground, 9male and female, 
came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had- 
commanded Noah. 19And after the seven days the 
floodwaters came on the earth. 

11In the six hundredth year of Noahs life, on the 
seventeenth day of the second month—on that 
day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, 
and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. 
12And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty 
nights. : 

130n that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, 

Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and the” 

wives of his three sons, entered the ark. 4They 

had with them every wild animal according to its 
kind, all livestock according to their kinds, every 
creature that moves along the ground according to 
its kind and every bird according to its kind, every- 
thing with wings. 15Pairs of all creatures that have 
the breath of life in them came to Noah and en- 


©3 Or corrupt 414 The meaning of the 


12 


#16 Hebrew a cubit (about 0.5 meter) 12 Or seven, 


GENESIS 7:16 


tered the ark. 16The animals going in were male 
and female of every living thing, as God had com- 
manded Noah. Then the Loxp shut him in. 
17For forty days the flood kept coming on the 
earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the 
ark high above the earth. 18The waters rose and 
increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated 
on the surface of the water. 7They rose greatly on 
the earth, and all the high mountains under the 
entire heavens were covered. 20The waters rose 
and covered the mountains to a depth of more 
than twenty feet.’ 21Every living thing “that 
moved on the earth perished—birds, livestock, 
wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the 
earth, and all mankind. 22Everything on dry land 
that had the breath of life in its nostrils died. 
Every living thing on the face of the earth was 
wiped out; men and animals and the creatures that 
move along the ground and the birds of the air 
were wiped from the earth. Only Noah was left, 
and those with him in the ark. 
24The waters flooded the earth for a hundred 
and fifty days. 
But God remembered Noah and all the wild 
animals and the livestock that were with him in 
the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the 
waters receded. 2Now the springs of the deep and 
the floodgates of the heavens had been closed, and 
the rain had stopped falling from the sky. 3The 
water receded steadily from the earth. At the end 
of the hundred and fifty days the water had gone 
down, 4and on the seventeenth day of the seventh 
month the ark came to rest on the mountains of 
Ararat. 5The waters continued to recede until the 
tenth month, and on the first day of the tenth 
month the tops of the mountains became visible. 
6After forty days Noah opened the window he 
had made in the ark 7and sent out a raven, and it 
kept flying back and forth until the water had dried 
up from the earth. 8Then he sent outa dove to see 
if the water had receded from the surface of the 
ground. °But the dove could find no place to set its 
feet because there was water over all the surface of 
the earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He 
reached out his hand and took the dove and 
brought it back to himself in the ark. He waited 
seven more days and again sent out the dove from 
the ark. 1!When the dove returned to him in the 
evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked 
olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had 
receded from the earth, 12He waited seven more 
days and sent the dove out again, but this time it 
* did not return to him. 
13By the first day of the first month of Noah's six 
hundred and first year, the water had dried up 
from the earth. Noah then removed the covering 
from the ark and saw that the surface of the 
ground was dry. !4By the twenty-seventh day of 
the second month the earth was completely dry. 
1SThen God said to Noah, 16Come out of the 
ark, you and your wife and your sons and their 
wives. 17Bring out every kind of living creature 
that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all 
the creatures that move along the ground—so they 


«20 Hebrew fifteen cubits (about 6.9 meters) 


10 


20 (Or rose more than twenty feet, and the mountains were covered 21 Oram 


cold and heat, a 
summer and winter, 
dayandnight = 
will never cease.” 


the air, upon every creature that 
ground, and upon all the fish 
given into your hands. 3Evi 
moves will be food for you. Jus! 
green plants, I now give 
4But you must not eat 
blood still in it. 5And for your li blo 
demand an accounting. I will den 
ing from every animal. And from each 
will demand an accounting for of 
ed ¢ 1, tw state 
‘Whoever sheds the blood of man, = 
by man shall his blood be shed; foal) 
for in the image of God 
has God made man. 


7As for you, be fruitful and increase 
multiply on the earth and increase 
8Then God said to Noah and to his 
him: I now establish my covenant y 
with your descendants after you "and 
living creature that was with you- 
livestock and all the wild ani 
came out of the ark with yo 
ture on earth. !1I establish my : 
Never again will all life be cut off 
flood; never again will there be 


ythi 
thi 


vera 


And God said, “This is the sign of the cove 
enant Lam making between me and you and every 
ith you, a covenant for all generas 
tions to come: 1 have set my rainbow in the 
clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth, "Whenever I bring 
clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in 
the clouds, 'S1 will remember my covenant be- 
tween me and you and all living creatures of every 
kind. Never again will the waters become a flood 
to destroy all life. !6Whenever the rainbow appears 
in the clouds, | will see it and remember the ever 
lasting covenant betw jod and all living erea- 
tures of every kind on the earth,” 

1So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the 
covenant | have established between me and all 
life on the earth 


living creature w 


The Sons of Noah 

The sens of Noah who came out of the ark 
were Shem, Ham and Japheth. (Ham was the fa- 
ther of Canaan.) !8These were the three sons of 
Noah, and from them came the people who were 
scattered over the earth 
Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a 
vineyard. 2!When he drank some of its wine, he 
became drunk and lay uncovered inside his tent. 
2Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father’s 
nakedness and told his two brothers outside, But 
Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it across 
their shoulders; then they walked in backward and 
covered their father’s nakedness. Their faces were 
turned the other way so that they would not see 
their father’s nakedness. 

When Noah awoke from his wine and found 
out what his youngest son had done to him, She 
said, 


Cursed be Canaan! 
The lowest of slaves 
will he be to his brotHers.”” 


He also said 


Blessed be the Lorp, the God of Shem! 
May Canaan be the slave of Shem. 
27May God extend the territory of Japheth¢; 
may Japheth live in the tents of Shem, 

and may Canaan be hisé slave.” 


—————— tsi‘ ae 
1 


GENESIS 10:22 
gether, Noah lived 950 years, and then he died, 


The Table of Nations 

10 This is the account of Shem, Ham and 
Japheth, Noah's sons, who themselves had 

sons after the flood, r 


The Japhethites 
2The sonst of Japheth: 7 
Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Me- ~ 
shech and Tiras. 
3The sons of Gomer: 
‘Ashkenaz, Riphath and Togarmah. 


4The sons of Javan; \ 
Elishah, Tarshish, the Kittim and the 


Rodanim/s 5(From these the maritime 
peoples spread out into their territories by 
their clans within their nations, each with 
its own language.) 
The Hamites 
The sons of Ham; 
Cush, Mizraim,s Put and Canaan. 
7The sons of Cush; e 
Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah and Sab- 
teca, 
The sons of Raamah: 
Sheba and Dedan. 
8Cush was the father of Nimrod, who grew to 
be a mighty warrior onthe earth, 9He was a mighty 
hunter before the Lorp; that is why itis said, “Like 
Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the Lor.” !0The 
first centers of his kingdom were Babylon, Erech, _ 
Akkad and Calneh, in! Shinar.) 1!From that 
he went to Assyria, where he built Nineveh, Reho- 
both Ir,k Calah and Resen, which is between 
Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city. 


13Mizraim was the father of 
the Ludites, Anamites, Lehabites, Naph- 
tuhites, 'Pathrusites, Casluhites (from 
whom the Philistines came) and Caphto- 
rites. 

15Canaan was the father of 
Sidon his firstborn,! and of the Hittites, 
16febusites, Amorites, Girgashites, 17Hi- 
vites, Arkites, Sinites, 8Arvadites, Zema- 
rites and Hamathites. 


” 


x : fs Later the Canaanite clans scattered !and the 
After the flo . ZAlto- 
fter the Boe Noah lived 350 years. *Alto- 1, ders of Canaan reached from Sidon toward Ge- 
7 rar as far as Gaza, and then toward Sodom, 
F Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. - 
9:12 The Reason for Rainbows 20These are the sons of Ham by their clans and 
Throughout the Bible, God makes covenant ‘ languages, in their territories and nations. 


agreements with the people he loves. This first 
recorded covenant was marked by an appropriate 
symbol—the rainbow. While later covenants 
applied specifically to the Jews, this one 
extended—and still extends—to every living 
creature. 


The Semites 


21Sons were also born to Shem, whose older 
brother was’ Japheth; Shem was the ancestor of 


all the sons of Eber. 


2The sons of Shem: ak 


«27 Japheth sounds like the Hebrew for extend: 427 Or their ‘2 Sons may 
'4 Some manuscripts of the Masoretic Text and 


Or soil, twas the first +26 Or be his slave 
mean descendants or successors of nations, also in verses 3, 4, 6, 7, 20-23, 29 and 31. 
Samanitan Pentateuch (see also Septuagint and 1 Chron. 1:7); most manuscripts of the Masoretic Text Dodanim 46 That is, 
also in verse 13 +B Father may mean ancestor or predecessor or founder; also in verses 13, 15, 24 and 26, ‘10 Or Erech 
Akdead—all of them in 10 That is, Babylonia “11 Or Nineveh with its city squares ‘15 Or of the Sidomians, the foremost 
=21 Or Shem, the older brother of % £ hes ‘ 

- 


: 
Z 
J 
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Elam, Asshur, Arphax: 

The sons of Arum: tog ee 

Uz, Hul, Gether and Meshech.# 

*4Arphaxad was the father of? Shelah, 

___ and Shelah the father of Eber, 

*5Two sons were born to Eber: 
One was named Peleg,« because in his 
time the earth was divided; his brother 
was named Joktan 

2eJoktan was the father of 
Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 
*’Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28Obal, Abima- 
el, Sheba, 2°Ophir, Havilah and Jobab. All 
these were sons of Joktan. 


~The region where they lived stretched from Me- 

sha toward Sephar, in the eastern hill country. 
‘These are the sons of Shem by their clans and 

languages, in their territories and nations. 


*2These are the clans of Noah’s sons, according 
to their lines of descent, within their nations. From 
these the nations spread out over the earth after 
the flood 


The Tower of Babel 
1 Now the whole world had one language 
and a common speech. 2As men moved 

eastward,4 they found a plain in Shinare and set- 
tled there 

3They said to each other, “Come, let's make 
bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used 
brick instead of stone, and tar for-mortar. 4Then 
they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city, 
with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that 
we may make a name for ourselves and not be 
scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 

5But the Lorp came down to see the city and the 
tower that the men were building. *The Lorp said, 
“If as one people speaking the same language they 
have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to 
do will be impossible for them. 7Come, let us go 
down and confuse their language so they will not 
understand each other.” 

4So the Lorp scattered them from there over all 
the earth, and they stopped building the city. 
9That is why it was called Babel/—because there 
the Lorp confused the language of the whole 
world. From there the Lorp scattered them over 
the face of the whole earth. 


———_ 


11:6 God Frustrates Human 
Ambition ae 
People are ambitious—they want to succeed. 
Coueil portrays humans as so ambitious that they 
try to compete with, rather than — << e 
was Adam and Eve’s sin (3:5,22), at Babel 

ple were at ide effort. God 


it again, ina citywi e 
frustrated their plans by confusing their language. 


\d 1 Chron. 1:17; Hebrew Mash 
42 Or from the east; or in the east 
ancestor, 

Hebrew for confused £10 Father may mean 
aod note at Gen. 10:24) 35 years, he became the father of Cainan. 
sons and daughters, and ther 
Cainan Irved 330 years and has 


423 See Septuagint ani 
25 Peleg means division 


id other sons and daughters 


in verses 11-25. re 
as nd after he became the father of Cana, 


n he died. When Caiman had lived 130 years, he became 


Shem lived 500 years 
daughters. 


mughters.! 
‘When Shelah had lived 30 


\eWhen Eber had lived 34 y 
father of Peleg. !7And after he | 
Peleg, Eber lived 430 years and 
daughters. ol tte as 

18When Peleg had lived 30 yea 
father of Reu. 19And after he 
Reu, Peleg lived 209 years and had o 
daughters. f 

20When Reu had lived 32 years, he 
father of Serug. 21And after he became t 
Serug, Reu lived 207 years and had other: 
daughters. « ve i¢ 

22When Serug had lived 30 years, he’ 

father of Nahor. 23And after he becas 
of Nahor, Serug lived 200 years and ha 
and daughters. at fae 


24When Nahor haa eae he. > 
the father of Terah. And < he became the 
father of Terah, Nahor lived 119 years and | . 


other sons and daughters. og 
26After Terah had lived 70 years, he became 


» 


father of Abram, Nahor and Haran. j bona Fe A 
wThis isthe accountofTerah, 
Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor - 

Haran. And Haran became the father of Lot. 


28While his father Terah was still alive, 

in Ur of the Chaldeans, in the land of 
2Abram and Nee vaca Bi 
Abram’s wife was ‘i, and the name of Na ‘ 
wife was Milcah; she was the daughter of Harat 
the father of both Milcah and Iscah. Now S 
was barren; she had no children. Stat, a 
31Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot 
son of Haran, and his dai Sarai, the 
wife of his son Abram, and together they 

from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Cana 


when they came to Haran, they settled th 
32Terah lived 205 years, and he died 


A i ‘Cainan, and the fal 
524 Hebrew; Septuagint father of peas 


¢2 Thatis, 


the father of Shelah. And after he 


13 _ GENESIS 12:10 
Iw .to a great nation ¢Abram traveled through the land as far as the 
pps er iain site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem, At that 
Twill make you: name great, time the Canaanites were in the land, 7The Loxp 
and you wil be a blessing appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring* 
Maul blocs nose who bless you, I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to 
ad ewer Curses you I will curse; the Lorp, who had appeared to him, 
pee) eoples on earth 5From there he went on toward the hills east of 
‘li be blessed through you.” Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the 


bram left, as the Lorp had told him; and ee Ee ee eee he Lio govaliagtP id 
went with him. Abram was seventy-five years Then Abram set out and continued toward the 
d when he set out from Haran. 5He took his wife Nesey 
Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had si. 
accumulated and the people they had acquired in Abram in Egypt 


Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, 
hey arrived there Now there was a famine in the land, and 


Abraham ‘ 
God begins to rebuild 


| will make you into a great nation and | will bless you .. .. and all peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you. 12:2-3 Ct 
Cx changes dramatically at chapter 12. Lea the big picture of many, it settles-on one : 
nely individual—not a great king or a wealthy landowner, but a childless nomad, Abraham. 
At God's call, Abraham left civilization and spent his life wandering in the wilderness, Moving. 
his flocks from place to place, fighting skirmishes and pitched battles with hostile local people, 
Abraham had to be strong to survive. But this hardly made him unique; lots of strong nomads 
wandered the Middle East. What made this particular wanderer so important? " 


God's New Way of Working p 
Abraham was important, first of all, simply because God chose him. Shortly after the destruction 
f the great flood, God picked Abraham as the foundation of a new humanity. On several 
remarkable occasions God spoke directly to im, promising to make his family great in the land he 
wandered. The promises were hard to believe: Abraham's wife was barren, Abraham was getting 
too old to have children, he owned no land and had no prospect of any. Nonetheless, a 


Abraham to trust him ‘ 
The second reason why Abraham matters follows from the first: when God spoke to him 


Abraham listened. He was far from perfect. Sometimes he strayed away from the path God put — 
him on, lying and trying to make the promises work out in his own way, Yet in the cecinye 
moments of life, he listened to God and obeyed. He was willing to sacrifice anything for God— 
even his only son. God put his brand on Abraham, the mark of circumcision, His descendants 
were to be forever known as “God's people.” 


a 


Uncensored Truth 

The life of Abraham is a fascinating story, true to life, full of bad moments as well as good, He ™ 
was hardly a theologian; a more comprehensive understanding of God would have to wait for 
Moses. But Abrahams faith is the root of Judaism and, thus, of Christianity, In his encounters with 
God we get raw, uncensored truth, not religion invented by a philosopher but religion as it really 
happens when God meets man. 

No wonder the New Testament cites Abraham more than 80 times, and Paul tells Christians they 
are the true descendants of Abraham (Galatians 3:6-9). Abraham's life began to unfold the story 
God’s long-range plans. Two thousand years later, Abraham's descendant Jesus came to fulfill the 
promises made to Abraham and his descendants. , 

Life Questions: God asked Abraham to leave his home and family and go to a far-off foreign country. 
If you were in his place, how would you have responded? Has God ever asked anything hard or risky 
of you? 4 ) lhe 


GENESIS 12:11 4 


Abram went down to Egypt to live there for 
while because the famine was severe. MAs he was. 
about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “I 
know what a beautiful woman you are. 2When 
the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his 
wife.’ Then they will kill me but will let you live, 
Say you are my sister, so that T will be treated 
well for your sake and my life will be spared be- 
cause of you.” 

“When Abram came to Egypt, the Egyptians 
saw that she was a very beautiful woman, 18And 
when Pharaoh's officials saw her, they praised her 
to Pharaoh, and she was taken into his palace. 
'eHe treated Abram well for her sake, and Abram 
acquired sheep and cattle, male and female don- 
keys, menservants and maidservants, and camels, two men parted com 

But the Lorp inflicted serious diseases on land of Canaan, while 
Pharaoh and his household because of Abram’s the plain and pit 
wife Sarai. !8So Pharaoh summoned Abram. the men of Sodom we 
“What have you done to me?” he said. “Why greatly against the 
didn’t you tell me she was your wife? Why did The Lorp said to 
you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her to be _ from him, “Lift up your.ey 
my wife? Now then, here is your wife, Take her and look north and south, 
and go!” 20Then Pharaoh gave orders about Abram land that you see I will give to 
to his men, and they sent him on his way, with his spring# forever, 161 will make 


wife and everything he had. the dust of the earth, so that 
the dust, then your offsp1 
Abram and Lot Separate 17Go, walk through the len 


So Abram went up from Egypt to the land, for 1am giving it to 
13 Negev, with his wife and everything he 1850 Abram. sors 
had, and Lot went with him. 2Abram had become _ near the sont aa 


very wealthy in livestock and in silver‘and gold: built an altar tortie y ry A 
3From the Negev he went from place to place aie sh das 
until he came to Bethel, to the place between Beth- ai aces L ot ne 


el and Ai where his tent had been earlier 4and 
where he had first built an altar. There Abram 
on the name of the Lorp. 
eae who was moving about with Abram, _ Bera king of Sodom, 
also had flocks and herds and tents, ®But the land * Shinab king of Admah, 1 
could not support them while they stayed to- and the king of hate 
gether, for their possessions were Be great the kingalnined ec a : 
they were not able to stay together. 7And quarrel Peseta pa 
belled, me a 
5In the fourteenth year, 
12:13 Abraham’s Half-Truth kings allied with him went 
“A lie is an attempt to deceive,” according to bide Rephaites in Ashteroth Ki - 
definition, and by that standard Abraham was lying Ham, the Emites in Shavel 
when he claimed Sarai was his sister. Yet he was Horites in the hill country 
telling half the truth, for she was his halla near the desert, Then the: 
(20:12). Abraham pulled this trick again years to En Mishpat (that is, 
and got caught again (chapter 20). On dott, cucred the whole territo 
occasions he had feared for his life, a ae i well ad the Amorites 
which half-truths are particularly appealing. Tamar. 
_——————— 


8Then the king of 

Le 
13:3 On the Road 

in trade route through Canaan passed 
Lad patch sho Shechem, Bethel, Hebron, 
and Beersheba. As Abraham and his cn can fouclaned 
traveled, they naturally stopped in those plac ae dain wae ead 
These place-names crop up again and again in oe errand Gana i 
story of God's work. into therm and tial fled to 


63 Thatis, the Dead Sen 
” 


x 


y verse 9 
#15 Or seed; also in verse 16 61 That is, Babylonia; also in 


kings seized all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah 
and all their food; then they went away. !?7They 
also carried off Abram’s nephew Lot and his 
possessions, since he was living in Sodom. 
130ne who had escaped came and reported this 
to Abram the Hebrew. Now Abram was living 
near the great trees of Mamre the Amorite, a broth- 
ert of Eshcol and Aner, all of whom were allied 
with Abram. !4When Abram heard that his relative 
had been taken captive, he called out the 318 
trained men born in his household and went in 
pursuit as far as Dan. During the night Abram 
divided his men to attack them and he routed 
them, pursuing them as far as Hobah, north of 
Damascus. 1¢He recovered all the goods and 
brought back his relative Lot and his possessions, 
together with the women and the other people. 
17After Abram returned from defeating Kedor- 
laomer and the kings allied with him, the king of 
Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Sha- 
veh (that is, the King’s Valley). 
18Then Melchizedek king of Salem? brought out 
bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, 
19and he blessed Abram, saying, 


“Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 
Creator¢ of heaven and earth. 
2And blessed bed God Most High, 
who delivered your enemies into your 
hand.” 


Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 

21The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me 
the people and keep the goods for yourself.” 

2But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have 
raised my hand to the Lorp, God Most High, Crea- 
tor of heaven and earth, and have taken an oath 
23that I will accept nothing belonging to you, not 
even a thread or the thong of a sandal, so that you 
will never be able to say, ‘I made Abram rich.’ 24] 
will accept nothing but what my men have eaten 
and the share that belongs to the men who went 
with me—to Aner, Eshcol and Mamre: Let them 
have their share.” 


God’s Covenant With Abram 
15 After this, the word of the Lorp came to 


Abram in a vision: 
“Do not be afraid, Abram 
Iam your shield, 
your very great reward.f” 


2But Abram said, “O Sovereign Lorp, what can 

ou give me since | remain childless and the one 
who will inherits my estate is Eliezer of Damas- 

us?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no 
hildren; so a servant in my household will be my 
heir, 

‘Then the word of the Lor came to him: “This 
man will not be your heir, but a son coming from 
your own body will be your heir.” 5He took him 
outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and 
count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be 


relative, or an ally °18 That is, Jerusalem 
1 Or shield: ( your reward will be very great 


13 Ora 
wouereign 
Wad 


15 


«19 Or Possessor; also 
42 The meaning of 


Abram believed the Lorn, and he credited it to 
him as righteousness. Cate” 

7He also said to him, “I am the Lorp, who 
brought youout of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you 
this land to take possession of it.” bd 

®But Abram said, “O Sovereign Lorp, how can! 
know that I will gain possession of it?” 

9So the Lorp said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a 
goat and a ram, each three years old, along witha 
dove and a young pigeon.” 4 

10Abram brought all these to him, cut them in 
two and arranged the halves opposite each other; 
the birds, however, he did not cut in half. 1! 
birds of prey came down on the carcasses, 
Abram drove them away. r . 

12As the sun was setting, Abram fell intoadeep 
sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came 
over him. }3Then the Lorp said to him, “Know for 
certain that your descendants will be strangers in a 
country not their own, and they will be enslaved 
and mistreated four hundred years. !4But | will 
punish the nation they serve as slaves, and after- ~ 
ward they will come out with great possessions. 
15You, however, will go to your fathers in peace 
and be buried at a good old age. '¢In the fourth 
generation your descendants will come back here, 
for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its 
full measure.” M 

17When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, 
a smoking firepot with a blazing torch 
and passed between the pieces. !8On that day the 
Lorb made a covenant with Abram and said, “To 
your descendants | give this land, from the riverh 
of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates— l9the 
land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 0Hit- 
tites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 2\Amorites, Canaan- 
ites, Girgashites and Jebusites,”” 


- 


Hagar and Ishmael 


1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no 
children. But she had an Egyptian maid- 
servant named Hagar; 2so she said to Abram, “The 
Lorp has kept me from having children, Go, 
with my maidservant; perhaps I can build a 
through her.” 
Abram agreed to what Sarai said, 950 after 
Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai 
his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and 


15:6 Faith Reckoned as_ 


in verse 22 420 Or And praise be to 
the Hebrew for this phrase is uncertain, 


we: 


GENESIS 16:4 


gave her to her husband to be his wife. 4He slept 
with Hagar, and she conceived. 

When she knew she was pregnant, she began to 
despise her mistress, SThen Sarai said to Abram, 
“You are responsible for the wrong | am suffering. 
I put my servant in your arms, and now that she 
knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the 
Lorp judge between you and me.” 

®"Your servant is in your hands,” Abram said. 
“Do with her whatever you think best.” Then 
Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her. 

7The angel of the Lorp found Hagar near a 
spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside 
the road to Shur. 8And he said, “Hagar, servant of 
Sarai, where have you come from, and where are 
you going?” 

“I'm running away from my mistress Sarai,” 
she answered 

sThen the angel of the Lorp told her, “Go back 
to your mistress and submit to her.” The angel 
added, “I will so increase your descendants that 
they will be too numerous to count.” 

The angel of the Lorp also said to her: 


“You are now with child 
and you will have a son. 
You shall name him Ishmael,« 
for the Lorp has heard of your misery. 
12He will be a wild donkey of a man; 
his hand will be against everyone 
and everyone's hand against him, 
and he will live in hostility 
toward? all his brothers.” 

‘3She gave this name to the Lorp who spoke to 
her: “You are the Ged who sees me,” for she said, 
I have now seen the One who sees me.” That 
is why the well was called Beer Lahai Roi¢; it is still 
there, between Kadesh and Bered 

5So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave 
the name Ishmael to the son she had borne. 
JeAbram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore 


him Ishmael 

The Covenant of Circumcision 

1 =) When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the 
Lorp appeared to him and said, “I am God 

Almighty‘; walk before me and be blameless. 21 

will confirm my covenant between me and you 


and will greatly increase your numbers.” 
3Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, 


16:2 A Substitute Wife 

According to custom, a man could sleep with a 
servant ad include her children in his household. 
Abraham was trying to get the children he and his 
wife longed for and to “help God out” in 
fulfilling his promise of a son. Abraham’s way was 
not God’s way, however, and Abraham’s attempt 
led to considerable jealousy and sorrow. The 
same practice also led to trouble for jacob’s 
family (chapter 30). 


ee e—_ 


«13 Or seen the back of 


#11 Ishmael means God hears. °12 Or live to the east | of 
One who sees me. “1 Hebrew El-Shaddai 


means he laughs 


'5 Abram means exalted father. 


and 
days old Tun be ice 
born in your household or bo 


15God also said to Abraham, “: 
wife, you are no longer to call her 
will be Sarah. 161 will bless her and 


you a son by her. I will bless her so tha’ 

the mother of nations; kings of peoples will 

from her,” r 
\7Abraham fell facedown; he laughed 

to himself, “Will a son be born to aman. 


years old? Will Sarah bear a child 
ninety?” 18And Abraham said 
Ishmael might live under your blessing!” 
1sThen God said, “Yes, but wife 
bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. | 
establish my covenant with him as an 
covenant for his descendants after him, 20, 
for Ishmael, | have heard you: I will surely 
him; I will make him fruitful and will g 
crease his numbers. He will be the father o 
rulers, and I will make him into a gi 
21But my covenant I will ee 


465 Abraham means father of 
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The Tiere Viktors 


18 Oke Lor ae ered o> Advedkah meat Bhs 
ce Sree Tee ot Mirror eeiteiie ne ens SRE 
NS CREEMCE GS SS Ret Ge The deat of She hee, 
SET ARE aD SE Se Thee are: 
nowete Wilko ke sae Ghee, the hemeied down Ghee 
SPREE OF Des Wee DD cmrEwe Chee ang Domed Rowe 
~~ Choe 
Fae Mant, “RT ree toed Rete de year eres, me 
Ged So get pass Wer Seewnst be Qiet a ie 
make De eee and Shee: yee san alll Weer 
Nee DE NS Getiee Phin See. Let me get wee Same 
Shee Seas SP eee cat De reteeehed and Shee go 
OP SOGT aw That eee awe cae 8S wee 
serwaent 
Very well” Shey ameeered, “Wo as woe sag” 
S Adradne: Nermed dete She feet 8 Sark 
Quack ~ be saad "iget Gewe sauks? of Ge Roar 
2ont Meneant & ain Dake samme Reead.” 
“Thee. be ram 0 She herd and selected a Ghaike, 
Sve Ca and gave @ 0.2 Vewant, who Rammed & 
fe Sheen Decent Somme cares wand wad 
phe call chat Dad Deen peepamed, ad set these 
Sheen Whe they ate, be Stood near Chea 


_ 


Dek 
Net 2 Ow = 
* Where ts vou wate Sarat?” Chey astedt Nita, 
Thece. on the tent,” he saad. 


Thee the Lone saad “t wall surety retern 8 
ret advert Chess She Pert year, and Sarah your wae 
mare 2 SO 
Now Sarah was Dstening at the entrance to te 
t whach was behind Mam, A drahamand Sah, 
sere almandy Off and well advanced ih years, aid 
Sarah was past the age of chakideaing, SSo Sarah 
xghed to hersett as she thought, “After [an 
out and my master! is old, will Trae Rave: 
RMS 
hen the Lorn Skt to Abraham, “Why dit 
laugh and say, ‘Will U really have a GL 
hat Lam old? Bis anything toe Nant for the 
own? Lwill return to you at the appointed tine 
ext year and Sarah will have a son.” 
“Sarah was afraid, so she hed and sak, “Tid 
wt laugh” 


But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.” Seackeen’ 
Abraham Pleads for Sodom 19% oan 

When the men got up to leave, they Woked ning, and 
1 Or O tone That, probabiy about 2 gant fate 


oS Or Ree 


aight and then goon your way early 

ins 

he ne answered, “we will spend the night 

mest 

the nsisted so strongly that i 

Z en jwidentered his house dele pre eaaa 

vady baking bread without yeast, and they ate, 

dpetore they nee eeneny bed, all the men from i 

every Part of the city of Sodom—both young and __ not find the door. 
old—surrounded the house. 5They called to Lot, 2The mone o 
Where are the men who came to you tonight? one else here—sons-in-law 

Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with anyone else in the city v ; 


them.” ve 
them out of here, 13because we 
°Lot went outside to meet them and shut the _ stroy this place. The outer to the 
door behind him ?and said, “No, my friends. people is so great that he has sent us 
Don't do this wicked thing. SLook, I have two 14So Lot went out and his 


daughters who have never slept with a man. Let who 
iv were pledged to marry 
me bring them out to you, and you can do what said, Huns cae : th 


#14 Or were married to 


INSIGHT 


A Catastrophe Sent from Go 
Sodom: a city that earned destruction 


“Do you have anyone else here—sons-in-law, sons or daughters, oranyone else in the city wh 
to you? Get them out of here, because we are going to destroy this place.” 19:12-13 


Gheule a catastrophe be read as a punishment from God? Do floods, famines, earthq 
because God is angry? The Bible’s answer is, ‘Sometimes, and sometimes not.’ in. 
several catastrophes seemed to “just happen’’—they were not a punishment or a warning, 
God used them to advance his plans. These included several famines such as the one that 
Joseph to power (chapter 41), a war (chapter 14), a rape (chapter 34). : 5 
But a few catastrophes God took full credit for—like the one at Sodom and Gomorrah. As | 


the Bible shows little or no interest in telling us the scientific facts about the destructi Ain 
‘ 7 ad) 


Gang Rape , seedy 9 ; 
Sodom was a wretched place. The whole town saw the coming of strai as a chance for he 

homosexual gang rape. Sexual violence was not the town’s only problem. Ezekiel 16:49 says ; 

Sodom was “arrogant, overfed and unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy.” G 


would have let the city stand if Abraham could have located just ten righteous men. | 
ten such people did not exist. God’s great patience finally ran out. 

Years earlier, Abraham had refused to accept even a well-earned reward from the g 
of Sodom (14:21-24). He wanted nothing to do with such a society. But Lot had chosen thi 
prosperity, the easy and successful life on the fertile plain near Sodom. « 

Lot had become a somebody there, one who made important decisions in the city 
was so entangled with life in Sodom he hesitated to leave until it Was newly cob 
Sodom went up in smoke, his hard-earned importance disappeared too. The k was t t 
for him. Unable to start over, he ended up in a cave, too drunk to know that his two daughters Ei 
were having sex with him. He is the ae exemple of a man who, excessively tangl 
corrupt system, cannot bear to leave it behind. _ 

ests did not let his followers think of Sodom simply as “those terrible people.” He v 
them that God would be even harder on those who saw Jesus’ miracles, but ignored th 
(Matthew 11:24). God’s patience has a limit. 

Life Questions: Are any catastrophes of our time punishments from God? 


know? qe 3e 


it: 


Lorp is about to destroy the city!” But his sons-in- 
law thought he was joking. 
15With the coming of dawn, the angels urged 
Lot, saying, “Hurry! Take your wife and your two 
daughters who are here, or you will be swept away 
when the city is punished,” 
16When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand 
and the hands of his wife and of his two daughters 
and led them safely out of the city, for the Lorp 
was merciful to them, 17As soon as they had 
brought them out, one of them said, ‘Flee for your 
lives! Don’t look back, and don’t stop anywhere in 
the plain! Flee to the mountains or you will be 
swept away!” 
18But Lot said to them, “No, my lords,“ please! 
19Your? servant has found favor in your’ eyes, 
and you’ have shown great kindness to me in 
sparing my life. But I can’t flee to the mountains; 
this disaster will overtake me, and I'll die. 20Look, 


here is a town near enough to run to, and it is _ 


small. Let me flee to it—it is very small, isn’t it? 
Then my life will be spared,” 
21He said to him, “Very well, | will grant this 
request too; | will not overthrow the town you 
speak of. 22But flee there quickly, because I cannot 
do anything until you reach it.’ (That is why the 
town was called Zoar.<) 
2By the time Lot reached Zoar, the sun had 
risen over the land. 4Then the Lorp rained down 
burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah—from 
the Lorp cut of the heavens. 25Thus he overthrew 
those cities and the entire plain, including all those 
living in the cities—and also the vegetation in the 
land. 26But Lot's wife looked back, and she became 
a pillar of salt 
27Early the next morning Abraham got up and 
returned to the place where he had stood before 
the Lorp, 28He looked down toward Sodom and 
Gomorrah, toward all the land of the plain, and he 
saw dense smoke rising from the land, like smoke 
from a furnace. 
29So when God destroyed the cities of the plain, 
he remembered Abraham, and he brought Lot out 
of the catastrophe that overthrew the cities where 
Lot had lived. 


Lot and His Daughters 


30Lot and his two daughters left Zoar and settled 
in the mountains, for he was afraid to stay in Zoar. 
He and his two daughters lived in a cave. 3!1One 
day the older daughter said to the younger, “Our 
fatheris old, and there is no man around here to lie 
with us, as is the custom all over the earth. 32Let’s 
get our father to drink wine and then lie with him 
and preserve our family line through our father.” 

33That night they got their father to drink wine, 
and the older daughter went in and lay with him, 
He was not aware of it when she lay down or when 
she got up. 

%The next day the older daughter said to the 
younger, “Last night I lay with my father. Let's get 
him to drink wine again tonight, and you goin and 
lie with him so we can preserve our family line 
through our father.’’ 35So they got their father to 


8 Or No, Lord; or No, my lord 619 The Hebrew is singular, 
for from father £38 Ben-Ammi means son of my people. 


GENESIS 20:15 
drink wine that night also, and the younger 
daughter went and lay with him, Again he was not 
aware of it when she lay down or when she got up. 
%So both of Lot's daughters became 

by their father. 37The older daughter a son, 
and she named him Moabé; he is the father of the 
Moabites of today. %8The younger daughter also 
had a son, and she named him Ben-Ammie; he is 
the father of the Ammonites of today. 


Abraham and Abimelech 
2 Now Abraham moved on from there into 
the region of the Negev and lived between 

Kadesh and Shur. For a while he stayed in Gerar, 
?and there Abraham said of his wife Sarah, ‘She is 
my sister.” Then Abimelech king of Gerar sent for 
Sarah and took her. 

3But God came to Abimelech in a dream one 
night and said to him, ‘You are as good as dead 
because of the woman you have taken; she is a 
married woman.” 

4Now Abimelech had not gone near her, so he 
said, ‘Lord, will you destroy an innocent nation? 
5Did he not say to me, ‘She is my sister,’ and didn’t 
she also say, ‘He is my brother’? I have done this 
with a clear conscience and clean hands.’” 

6Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I 
know you did this with aclear conscience, and sol 
have kept you from sinning against me. That is 
why I did not let you touch her. 7Now return the 
man’s wife, for he is a prophet, and he will pray for 
you and you will liye. But if you do not return her, 
you may be sure that you and all yours will die.” 

8Early the next morning Abimelech summoned 
all his officials, and when he told them all that had 
happened, they, were very much afraid. 9Then 
Abimelech called Abraham in and said, “What 
have you done to us? How have | wronged you 
that you have brought such great guilt upon me 
and my kingdom? Youhave done things tome that \ 
should not be done.” And Abimelech asked 
Abraham, ‘What was your reason for doing this?” 

Abraham replied, “I said to myself, ‘There is _ 
surely no fear of God in this place, and they will 
kill me because of my wife.’ !2Besides, she really is 
my sister, the daughter of my father though not of 
my mother; and she became my wife. And when 
God had me wander from my father’s household, 
I said to her, ‘This is how you can show your love 
to me: Everywhere we go, say of me, “He is my 
brother.””’” 

M4Then Abimelech brought sheep and cattle and 
male and female slaves and gave them to Abra- 
ham, and he returned Sarah his wife to him. And 


19:37 Family Quarrels 

Lot’s determination to enjoy life in Sodom ended 
tragically here, in drunken incest. The resulting 
sons founded the family-nations of Moab and 
Ammon, which for centuries fought with their 
distant relatives in Israel and tempted them to sin. 


22 Zoar means small. 437 Moab sounds like the Hebrew 
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you; live 0 


ammelech said, “My land is before 
wherever you like.” = 

'6To Sarah he said, “I am giving your brother a 
thousand shekels* of silver. This is to cover the 
offense against you before all who are with you; 
you are completely vindicated.” 

"Then Abraham prayed to God, and 
healed Abimelech, his wife and his slave girls ye} 
ey could have children again, 18for the Lorp had 
closed up every womb in Abimelech’s ho’ 
because of Abraham’s wife Sarah. henner 


The Birth of Isaac 
2 1 Now the Lorp was gracious to Sarah as he 
had said, and the Lorp did for Sarah what 

he had promised. Sarah became pregnant and 
bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very 
time God had promised him. 3Abraham gave the 
name Isaac® to the son Sarah bore him. 4When his 
son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circum- 
cised him, as God commanded him. 5Abraham 
was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was 
born to him 

Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and 
everyone who hears about this will laugh with 
me.” 7And she added, “Who would have said to 
Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I 
have borne him a son in his old age.” 


Hagar and Ishmael Sent Away 


5The child grew and was weaned, and on the 
day Isaac was weaned Abraham held a great feast. 
°But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the 
Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking, 
‘@and she said to Abraham, “Get rid of that slave 
woman and her son, for that slave woman’s son 
will never share in the inheritance with my son 
Isaac.” 

The matter distressed Abraham greatly be+ 
cause it concerned his son. !2But God said to him, 
“Do not be so distressed about the boy and your 
maidservant. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, 
because it is through Isaac that your offspring® 
will be reckoned. 13] will make the son of the maid- 
servant into a nation also, because he is your off- 
spring.” 

l4Early the next morning Abraham took some 
food and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar. 
He set them on her shoulders and then sent her off 
with the boy. She went on her way and wandered 
in the desert of Beersheba. 

15When the water in the skin was gone, she put 
the boy under one of the bushes. !6Then she went 
off and sat down nearby, about a bowshot away, 
for she thought, “I cannot watch the boy. die.” And 
as she sat there nearby, shed began to sob. 

17God heard the boy crying, and the angel of 
God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, 
“What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God 
has heard the boy crying as he lies there. !4Lift the 
boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make 
him into a great nation.” 

19Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well 


«16 That is, about 25 pounds (about 11.5 kilograms) 
child a feersheba can mean well of seven or well of the oath, 


ra 


planted a tamarisk tree in 
called upon the nz 


‘and 


Isaac, whonsyins love, 
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as 
one of the ae ‘ 
3Early the next morning Abr 
is donkey. He took 


day 
distanGat 


“Abraham answered. “God himself will prowade 
the lamb for the burnt offering. my son ~ And the 
™m went on together 
reached the place God had told ham 
s ham burt an altar there and arranged 
the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and kad 
him on the altar, on - : 
reached cut his hand an o slay “Then Abraham retamed so his servants, and 
son "But the angel of the Loan called owt to hum —they Set off together fox Beersheba. And Abraham 


from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham stayed in Beersheba. hoe 
Here | am.” he replied Nahor’s Sons ; 
2'Do not lay a hand on the boy,” hesaid “Do ~~ - a 


not do anything to him. Now ! know that you fear ™Some time late: Abraham was told, 
God. because you have not withheld from me your also. a mother; she has borne soms 89 
son, your only son Nahor: Uz the firstborn, Baz his brother, 
Abraham looked up and there in a thickethe (the father of Aram), “Kesed. Hazo. Pidash_ 
saw a ran¥ caught s horns. He went overand laph and Bethuel” [Bethoe! became the father af 
crib . Rebekah. Milcah bore these eght suns to Abra _ 
nstead of his son. } ham’s brother Nahor. “His concubine, whose 
The Loap Will Provide. And to this day it is said, name was Reumah, also had sons: Tebah, Gaham 
On the mountain of the Lorp it will be pro ‘Tahash and Maacah_ . ‘ 
vided.” = 
sThe angel of the Lorp called to Abraham from he Death of Sara “a 
heaven a second time !tand said, “I swear by my- 2 Sarah lived to be a hundred and 
self, declares the Lorp, that because you have 3 seven years old. She died at Kiraath . 


+13 Many manuscnpts of the Masoretic Text. Samantan Pentateuch, Septuagint and Syriac most muamusongts of the Mascertic Testesm 
tehand him +18 Or seed 


‘ aa 

Promises, Promises ee, 
God promised to give Abrabam all that be longed for... andere 
ee 


“Through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me." 22:18 


Hi? beings haven't changed much in ae years. The longing for children and the @ 
land st'll crop up with surprising emotional power. 

When God vented Abraham’s attention, he promised him land and more sons than he could on 
count. To a Babylonian emigrant, 75 years old and childless, owning nothing but his tents and ve 
animals, the promises sounded wonderful. In fact, they sounded impossible. Yet, because God” 
himself was making the promise, Abraham “believed the Loan, ang he credited it to himas 

righteousness” (15:6). 

POF the God who had created the heavens and the earth, good on the promises was an — 
easy matter. But God did not make it easy for Abraham. Not until 25 years later, when he was 100, 
did the promise of a son come true. Then, incredioh Se told Abraham to make a human | 
sacrifice of his little boy. It was really asking too much. t ‘ 

Astonishingly, Abraham followed God's orders. And God gave him back his son. 2 


Far from Fulfilled ‘ ‘ ee 
When Abraham died, God’s promises were far from fully realized. Abraham had only that one 


son to cling to. His.only land was.a burial plot. He still lived in a tent: 
tructures rise altars erected to worship the God who had made all those promises. 


i i id wanted 
God, having promised him everything a man of that time cou! 
Abrahans to think even bigger thoughts. He had Gaive = some words in alof — See 
{ispring and land: “All peoples on earth will be blessed through you” eS es 
bless, not just Abraham, but the whole world. Thousands of years later, time 


latians 3:6-9,16-18). nate 
‘ull meaning of those words became clear (see Gal i 
fe Questions: What kind of promises does God make today? ‘What longings does he fulfil! 


wel ay 
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(that is, Hebron) in the if 

‘ land of Canaan, and Abra- 
Ree went to mourn for Sarah and to weep over 


‘Then Abraham ros 
and spoke to the Hittites." He amen Seay 
and a stranger among you, Sell me 50) ne pioperes 
oe burial site here so I can bury wie dea 

he Hittites replie, ; 
us. You are a mighty plan peasy a: hd 
dead in the choicest rat eee yaae 
‘oicest of our tombs. None of 
refuse you his tomb for burying you bd wil 
r dead. 

7Then Abraham rose and bowed down before 
the people of the land, the Hittites, &He said to 
them, “If you are willing to let me bury my dead, 
then listen to me and intercede with Ephron son of 
Zohar on my behalf %so he will sell me the cave a 
Machpelah, which belongs to him and is at the end 
of his field. Ask him to sell it to me for the full rice 
as a burial site among you.” ‘ 

Ephron the Hittite was. sittin; i 
people and he replied to Abraham inthe beast 
all the Hittites who had come to the gate of his city, 
No, my lord,” he said. “Listen to me; I give? 
you ee field, and | give you the cave that is in it. 

give? it to you in the presence of 
your dead.” = > aa 

Again Abraham bowed down before the 
people of the land '3and he said to Ephron in their 
hearing, “Listen to me, if you will. I will pay the 
price of the field. Accept it from me so I can bury 
my dead there.” 

M4Ephron answered Abraham, !5“Listen to me, 
my lord; the land is worth four hundred shekels« 
of silver, but what is that between me and you? 
Bury your dead.” 

l6éAbraham agreed to Ephron’s terms and 
weighed out for him the price he had named in the 
hearing of the Hittites: four hundred shekels of 
silver, according to the weight current among the 
merchants 

17S0 Ephron’s field in Machpelah near Mamre— 
both the field and the cave in it, and all the trees 
within the borders of the field—was deeded !8to 
Abraham as his property in the presence of all the 
Hittites who had come to the gate of the city. 9Af- 
terward Abraham buried his wife Sarah in the cave 
in the field of Machpelah near Mamre (which is at 
Hebron) in the land of Canaan. 20So the field and 
the cave in it were deeded to Abraham by the 
Hittites as a burial site. 


23:15 Let’s Make a Deal 

This may be the oldest econ bee Keer 
The elaborate politeness sounds very mi il 
bargaining in the Middle East today. Underneath 
the smooth words, shrewd negotiating is bash bs 
on. The Hittites were probably reluctant to al 
Abraham, an alien, to own property of any kind 
lest he gain a legal foothold in their country. 
Abraham did business with Ephron, who 
gain financially from the sale. 


in verses 5, 7, 10, 16, 18. and 20 


“ Heth; also it 
Eos mia! /10 That is, Northwest 


42 Or oldest «7 Or seed 


11 Or sell 


I then take ack 
frou a ae back 
®Make sure that you do no 
there,” Abraham nae rthe | 
heaven, who brought me out of my fi 
hold and my native land and who spoke 
Promised me on oath, ‘To your 
all eine thle lane send his ang 
you so that can get © 
there. #If the Worn i Er is 
with you, then you will be 
of mine. Only do not take my son back th 
the servant put his hand under the thigh 
master Abraham and n 
cerning this matter, 
: | ‘ 
els and left, taking with him all kinds of 
things from his master. He set out for. 
raim/ and made his way to the town of 
MHe had the camels kneel down near 
outside the town; it was toward 
the women go out to draw water. 
12Then he prayed, “O Lorp, God of my mi 
Abraham, give me success today, and show 
ness to my master Abraham. !3See, I am 
beside this spring, and the daughters of the 
.. people are coming out to draw water. 
that when I say to a girl, ‘Please let d 
that I may have a drink,’ and she says, ‘ 
I'll water your camels too'—let he c 
have chosen for your servant Isaac. By this 
know that you have shown kindness to m 
ter.” a : 
15Before he had finished praying, Rebek: 
out with her jar on her shoulder. She 
daughter of Bethuel son of Milcah, who 
wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor. 16The 
very beautiful, a virgin; no man had 


foreigners were 
cases 

foreigners willing to 
thoy were welcomed (ese 
example} 


her She went down to the spring, Oiled her jarand 
conve Up again 


Whe servant hurried to meet her and maid, 
Pease give me a little water from your jar” 
Drink, my lord," she gaid, and quickly low- 
ered the jar to her hands and gave him a drink 
WAstor she had given him a drink, she said, “Tl 
draw water tor your camels too, until they have 


finiwhed drinking.” 2050 she quickly emptied her 

jar into the trough, ran back to the well to draw 

more water, and drew enough for all his camels, 

Without saying a word, the man watched her 

closely to learn whether or not the Loup had made 

his journey successful 

“When the camels had finished drinking, the 
man took out 4 gold nose ring weighing a bekae 
and two gold bracelets weighing ten shekels.? 
“Then he asked, “Whose daughter are you? 
Please tell me, is there room in your father’s house 
for us to spend the night?” 

“She answered him, “lam the daughter of Be- 
thuel, the son that Mileah bore to Nahor.” 3And 
she added, ‘We have plenty of straw and fodder, 
as well as room for you to spend the night.” 

*Then the man bowed down and worshiped 
the Lorp, “saying, ‘Praise be to the Lorp, the 
God of my master Abraham, who has not aban- 
doned his kindness and faithfulness to my master. 
As for me, the Lorp has led me on the journey to 
the house of my master’s relatives,” 

28The girl ran and told her mother’s household 

about these things. 27Now Rebekah had a brother 
named Laban, and he hurried out to the manat the 
spring. “As soon as he had seen the nose ring, and 
the bracelets on his sister's arms, and had heard 
Rebekah tell what the man said to her, he went out 
to the man and found him standing by the camels 
near the spring. 31’"Come, you who are blessed by 
the Lorp,” he said. “Why are you standing out 
here? I have prepared the house anda place for the 
camels.” 

3250 the man went to the house, and the camels 
were unloaded. Straw and fodder were brought 
for the camels, and water for him and his men to 
wash their feet. 3Then food was set before him, 
but he said, “I will not eat until I have told you 
what I have to say.” 

“Then tell us,” Laban, said. 

4So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant, The 
Lorp has blessed my master abundantly, and he 
has become wealthy. He has given him sheep and 
cattle, silver and gold, menservants and maid- 
servants, and camels and donkeys. My master’s 
wife Sarah has borne him a son in here old age, 
and he has given him everything he owns. 37And 
my master made me swear an oath, and said, ‘You 
must not get a wife for my son from the daughters 

of the Canaanites, in whose land I live, but go to 
my father’s family and to my own clan, and get a 
wife for my son.’ 

Then | asked my master, ‘What if the woman 
will not come back with me?’ 

“He replied, ‘The Lorp, before whom I have 
walked, will send his angel with you and make 


*22 That is, about 1/5 ounce (about 5.5 grams) 


maiden comes out to draw water and I say 
“Please let me drink a little water from y 
Mand if she says to me, “Drink, and I'll draw: 

for your camels too,” let her Be the one the Lammy 
has chosen for my master’s son.” 

“Before I finished praying in my heart, Re- 
bekah came out, with her jar on her shoulder. She 
went down to the and drew water, and I 
said to her, ‘Please give mea drink.” 

4’She quickly lowered ‘her jar fromvher shoul 
der and said, ‘Drink, and I'll water your 
too.’ So I drank, and she watered the camels 

47 asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?” _ 

“She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel son 
hor, whom Milcah bore to him.” oe 

“Then I put the ring in her nose and the brace- 
lets on her arms, #and | bowed down and wor- — 
shiped the Lorp. | praised the Lorp, the God of 
my master Abraham, who had led me on the right 


ness and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if 
not, tell me, so 1 may know which way to turn.” 

3XLaban and Bethuel answered, “This is from 
the Lorp; we can say 


S2When Abraham's servant heard what “they 
said, he bowed down to the ground before 
Lorv, SThen the servant brought out 
silver jewelry and articles of 
them to Rebekah; he also gave costly gifts to her 
brother and to her mother. 4Then he and the men 
who were with him ate and drank and spent the 
night there, 

When they got up the next morning, he'said, 
“Send me on my way to my master,” 

SSBut her brother and her mother replied, 
the girl reanair wit up ten age Ge act 
may go,” 

SBut he said to them, “Do not detain me, now 
that the Loro has granted success to my journey, 
Send me on my way so I may go to my master.” 

S7Then they said, “Let's call the vc bate ask her 
about it.”’ S8So they cillled Rebekah and asked her, 
“Will you go with this man?” 

“Lwill go,” she said, 

59So they sent their sister Rebekah on her way, 
along with her nurse and Abraham's servant and 
his men, “And they blessed Rebekah and said to. 
her, es 


“Our sister, may you increase ia 
to thousands upon thousands; 


°22 That is, about 4 ounces (about 110 grams) 36 Or his 488 Orghe 
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may your offspring possess 
the gates of their enemies.” 


61Then Rebekah and her maids got ready and 
mounted their camels and went back with the 
man. So the servant took Rebekah and left. 

®Now Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi, for 
he was living in the Negev. ®3He went out to the 
field one evening to meditate,“ and as he looked 
up, he saw camels approaching. “Rebekah also 
looked up and saw Isaac. She got down from her 
camel and asked the servant, “Who is that man 
in the field coming to meet us?” 

“He is my master,” the servant answered. So 
she took her veil and covered herself. 

Then the servant told Isaac all he had done. 
67Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother 
Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So she became his 
wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was comforted 
after his mother’s death 


The Death of Abraham 


2 Abraham took! another wife, whose name 

was Keturah. 2She bore him Zimran, Jok- 
shan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak and Shuah. 3Jok- 
shan was the father of Sheba and Dedan; the de- 
scendants of Dedan were the Asshurites, the Le- 
tushites and the Leummites. 4The sons of Midian 
were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida and Eldaah. 
All these were descendants of Keturah. 

5Abraham left everything he owned to Isaac. 
6But while he was still living, he gave gifts to the 
sons of his concubines and sent them away from 
his son Isaac to the land of the east. 

7Altogether, Abraham lived a hundred and sev- 
enty-five years. 8Then Abraham breathed his last 
and died at a good old age, an old man and full of 
years; and he was gathered to his people. 9His 
sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of 
Machpelah near Mamre, in the field of Ephron son 
of Zohar the Hittite, 1the field Abraham had 
bought from the Hittites. There Abraham was 
buried with his wife Sarah. ‘After Abraham’s 
death, God blessed his son Isaac, who then lived 
near Beer Lahai Roi 


Ishmael’s Sons 


\2This is the account of Abraham's son Ishmael, 
whom Sarah's maidservant, Hagar the Egyptian, 
bore to Abraham 


13These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, 
listed in the order of their birth: Nebaioth the first- 
born of Ishmael, Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 
14Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 5Hadad, Tema, Jetur, 
Naphish and Kedemah, !*These were the sons of 
Ishmael, and these are the names of the twelve 
tribal rulers according to their settlements and 
camps. !7Altogether, Ishmael lived a hundred and 
thirty-seven years. He breathed his last and died, 
and he was gathered to his people. !8His descend- 
ants settled in the area from Havilah to Shur, near 
the border of Egypt, as you go toward Asshur. 
463 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain, 


cast of 20 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia 
£26 Jacob means he grasps the heel (figuratively, he deceives) 


1 Or had taken 
125 Esau may mean hairy; he was also called Edom, 
"30 Edom means red. 


And they lived in hostility toward# al 


ers, ‘ 


Jacob and Esau 
\This is the account of Abraham’: 


Abraham became the father of Isaac, * 
was forty years old when he married F 
daughter of Bethuel the Aramean from P. 
Aram and sister of Laban the Aramean 

2\Isaac prayed to the Lorb on i 
because she was barren. The Lorp an: 
prayer, and his wife Rebekah became 
22The babies jostled each othe r 
said, ‘Why is this happening t 
to inquire of the Lorp- 
23The Lorp said to her, 


7 
“Two nations are in your womb, — 
and two peoples from within you will be _ 
separated; Y 
one people will be stronger than the other, — 
and the older will serve the younge! sa] 


24When the time came for her 
were twin boys in her womb. 
out was red, and his whole body was like a 
garment; so they named him Esau.f 26After 
his brother came out, with his hand grasping q 
Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob.8 Isaac was — 
sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them, 

27The boys grew up, and Esau skillful — 
hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob 
was a quiet man, staying among the tents. Isaac, 
who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, 
Rebekah loved Jacob. ‘ 
2Once when Jacob was cooking some s' 
Esau came in from the open country, 1 
30He said to Jacob, “Quick, let me have some 
that red stew! I'm famished!” (That is why he ¥ 
also called Edom.") . , 

* 3lJacob replied, “First sell me your bi . 

32Look, | am about to die,’ Esau said. “1 
good is the birthright to me?” s o 
33But Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” Sc 
swore an oath to him, selling his birthright to 
Jacob. 

MThen Jacob gave Esau some bread and sone 
lentil stew. He ate and drank, and then got up: 
left. 

So Esau despised his birthright. 


concern ‘ 
things of lasting value. Because of this, he was later 
labeled “godless” (Hebrews 12:16). 


« Or : 

10 Orthe sonsof Heth 418 nt soln 
- » 

ay 

all 


Isaac and Abimelech 


Now there was 2 famine in the land—be- 
26 sides the earlier famine of Abraham’s time— 
and Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines 
in Gerar. 2The Lorv appeared to Isaac and said, 
Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land where I 

tell you to live. 4Stay in this land for a while, and I 

will be with you and will bless you. For to you and 

your descendants | will give all these lands and 
will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abra- 
ham. 4] will make your descendants as numerous 
as the stars in the sky and will give them all these 
lands, and through your offspring? all nations on 
earth will be blessed, Sbecause Abraham obeyed 
me and kept my requirements, my commands, my 
decrees and my laws.” So Isaac stayed in Gerar. 

"When the men of that place asked him about 
his wife, he said, “She is my sister,” because he 
was afraid to say, “She is my wife.” He thought, 

The men of this place might kill me on account of 
Rebekah, because she is beautiful.” 

8When Isaac had been there a long time, Abime- 
lech king of the Philistines looked down from a 

vindow and saw Isaac caressing his wife Rebekah. 
*So Abimelech summoned Isaac and said, “She is 
really your wife! Why did you say, ‘She is my 
sister’? 

Isaac answered him, “Because I thought I might 
lose my life on account of her.” 

'OThen Abimelech said, “What is this you have 
done to us? One of the men might well have slept 
with your wife, and you would have brought guilt 
upon us 

'!so Abimelech gave orders to all the people: 

Anyone who molests this man or his wife shall 
surely be put to death,” 

"Isaac planted crops in that land and the same 
year reaped a hundredfold, because the Lorp 
sed him. The man became rich, and his 
Ith con*nued to grow until he became very 
wealthy !4He had so many flocks and herds and 
servants that the Philistines envied him. 15$o all 
the wells that his father’s servants had dug in the 
time of his father Abraham, the Philistines 
topped up, filling them with earth, 

‘eThen Abimelech said to Isaac, “Move away 
from us; you have become too powerful for us.” 

'’So Isaac moved away from there and en- 
ved in the Valley of Gerar and settled there. 

isaac reopened the wells that had been dug in the 
Hime of his father Abraham, which the Philistines 
had stopped up after Abraham died, and he gave 
‘hem the same names his father had given them. 

‘Isaac's servants dug in the valley and discov- 
‘0 well of fresh water there, 20But the herds- 

| Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen and 

The water is ours!” So he named the well 

because they disputed with him. 2!Then 

‘ug another well, but they quarreled over 

© also; so he named it Sitnah.© 22He moved 

‘rom there and dug another well, and no one 
‘errcled over it, He named it Rehoboth,4 saying, 


"20 Esek means dispute 


(21 Sitnah means opposition 
133. Beersheba can mean well of the oath or well of seven. 
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“Now the Lorp has given us room and we will 
flourish in the land.” — ~ 


23From there. he’ went otto Begeinete Sereen 
night the Lorp appeared to him and said, “I am 
the God of your father Abraham. Do not be afraid, 
for lam with you; I will bless you and will increase 
the number of your descendants for the sake of my 
servant Abraham.” 

Isaac built an altar there and called on the 
name of the Lorp. There he pitched his tent, and 
there his servants dug a well. 

26Meanwhile, Abimelech had come to him from 
Gerar, with Ahuzzath his personal adviser and 
Phicol the commander of his forces. 27Isaac asked 
them, “Why have you come to me, since you were 
hostile to me and sent me away?” 

28They answered, ‘We saw clearly that the Lorp 
was with you; so we said, ‘There ought to be a 
sworn agreement between us’/—between us and 
you, Let us make a treaty with you 2%that you will 
do us no harm, just as we did not molest you but 
always treated you well and sent you away in 
peace. And now you are blessed by the Lor.” 

%Isaac then made a feast for them, and they ate 
and drank. %!Early the next morning the men 
swore an oath to each other. Then Isaac sent them 
on their way, and they left him in peace. 

82That day Isaac’s servants came and told him 
about the well they had dug. They said, “We've 
found water!’’ 33He called it Shibah,* and to this 
day the name of the town has been Beersheba./ 

“When Esau was forty years old, he married 
Judith daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and also Base- 
math daughter of Elon the Hittite, They were a 
source of grief to Isaac and Rebekah. 


Jacob Gets Isaac's Blessing ae 


pay) When Isaac was old and his eyes were so 
weak that he could no longer see, he called 
for Esau his older son and said to him, “My son.’ 

“Here | am,” he answered. 

isaac said, “I am now an old man and don’t 
know the day of my death. JNow then, get your 
weapons—your quiver and bow—and go out to 
the open country to hunt some wild game for me. 
4Prepare me the kind of tasty food I like and bring 
it to me to eat, so that I may give you my blessing 
before | die.” 

5Now Rebekah was listening as Isaac spoke to 
his son Esau, When Esau left for the open country 
to hunt game and bring it back, (Rebekah said to 
her son Jacob, “Look, | overheard your father say 
to your brother Esau, “Bring me some game and 
prepare me some tasty food to eat, so that I may 
give you my blessing in the presence of the Lorp 
before | die,’ 8Now, my son, listen carefully and do 
what I tell you; 9Go out to the flock and bring me 
two choice young goats,"so | can prepare some 
tasty food for your father, just the way he likes it, 
Then take it to your father to eat, so that he may 
give you his blessing before he dies,” _ 

NJacob said to Rebekah his mother, “But my 
brother Esau is a hairy man, and I’m a man 
smooth skin. !2What if my father touches me? I 


422 Rehoboth means room, 33 Shibah can mean 


INSIGHT 


A Deceitful Man in 
The Bible doesn’t cover up 


“He has decei imes: r 

re eived me these two times: He took my Rinna 
he Bible does not mince words in describing Jacob as 

Tee of his twin brother's Tipetaouenees regi 

(25:29-34). Later, seeing that his father still favored Esau, J 

man into blessing him in place of his brother. (A father’s ble 

a permanent significance, like a swearing-in ceremony.) 


The Tricks Backfire . 
Dressed up in Esau's clothes and some fresh goat skins, 
the Lord’s name in vain. Isaac, trusting his nose over his ears, fe 
peepee had to runsfor his life, and he spent _Oweeley 
gave Jacob a dose of his own medicine by deceivi ‘ i 
head shepherd, pee pei B 
You might think Jacob would learn that tricks aren't nice. % 
his ways. He made a poor husband, neglecting one of his wives and 
two sons, so that the neglected ones grew fea to the point of | 
seem like choice material for a religious leader. wn 


God Makes the Choice. 5 
But God chose Jacob. He was always making those kinds of choices, 
apparent reason at all, Often he went against the time-honored pract 
be number one, as he did in choosing number-two sons Abel, anc 
inspired prophecy marked Jacob as God's choice before he was | 
single thing to merit the choice. ae : 
So God’s choice did not necessarily depend on how a person b 
wanted—it was as simple as that. 
Is this fair? That’s what the apost 
to find fault with God’s choices, knowing as 
understanding. And while we may never understand God's cho 
“rejected” brothers of Genesis—Cain, Canaan, Ishmael, Reuben, 
treated more than fairly. Their offspring multiplied into nations 


No One Excluded f 
For his chosen people, God had a much greater honor. Ge 
channel of blessing for the whole world. He told Abraham, 
on earth will be blessed through you” (12:3). By selecting ee 
blessings to all. And that is how it worked out: Abraham's 
sizeable, fault-ridden nation that brought forth, in the fullness 
No wonder Paul wrote that we have no business questionil 
see why he chose people like Jacob. But unquestionably, @ 10 
whole world became eligible to ee the pee pencil d 
through faith in Christ Jesus . .. .There Is net e! or Gre 
for Gu are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then 


(Galatians 3:26,28-29). 
Life Questions: Why do you think God 
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crease your numbers until you become a commu- 
nity of peoples. 4May he give you and your de- 
scendants the blessing given to Abraham, so that 
you may take possession of the land where you 
now live as an alien, the land God gave to Abra- 
ham.” 5Then Isaac sent Jacob on his way, and he 
went to Paddan Aram, to Laban son of Bethuel the 
Aramean, the brother of Rebekah, who was the 
mother of Jacob and Esau 
®Now Esau learned that Isaac had ble: 
and had sent him to Paddan Aram to ae hie 
from there, and that when he blessed him he com- 
manded him, “Do not marry a Canaanite 
woman,” 7and that Jacob had obeyed his father 
and mother and had gone to Paddan Aram. 8Esau 
then realized how displeasing the Canaanite 
women were to his father Isaac; 9so he went to 
Ishmael and married Mahalath, the sister of 
Nebaioth and daughter of Ishmael son of Abra- 
ham, in addition to the wives he already had. 


Jacob’s Dream at Bethel 


10Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. 
When he reached a certain place, he stopped for 
the night because the sun had set. Taking one of 
the stones there, he put it under his head and lay 
down to sleep. '2He had a dream in which he saw 
a stairway* resting on the earth, with its top 
reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 3There above it’ 
stood the Lorp, and he said: “I am the Lorp, the 
God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. 
I will give you and your descendants the land on 
which you are lying. 14Your descendants will be 
like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out 
to the west and to the east, to the north and to the 
south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through 
you and your offspring. !5I am with you and will 
watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring 
you back to this land. I will not leave you until! I 
have done what I have promised you.” 
16When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, 
“Surely the Lorp is in this place, and I was not 


aware of it.” 17He was afraid and said, “How awe- . 


some is this place! This is none other than the 
house of God; this is the gate of heaven.” k 
18Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he 
had placed under his head and set it up as a pillar 
and poured oil on top of it. !9He called that place 
Bethel, though the city used to be called Luz. 


LS 


28:12 A Stairway to Heaven 

God's grace: this is what Jacob found while 
traveling alone in the desert. Through his own 
greedy scheming he had won the family birthright 
and then, ironically, had had to run away from 
the family. Yet God came to him full of promises, 
not the reproaches he deserved. Jacob had not ‘ 
looked for God, but God looked for him. Jacob’s 
vision of a stairway to heaven looked forward to 
Jesus, who himself is the bridge between heaven 
and earth (John 1:51). 


#12 Or ladder 13 Or There beside him e 
21,22 Or house, and the LorD will be my God, “then 


£19 Bethel means house of God. 
/17 Or delicate 


20Then Jacob made ; 
be with me and will: = 


set up as a pillar 


house, and of all that ill giv 
tenth.” you give me | will gi 


Jacob Arrives in Paddan Aram wee 

2 Then Jacob continued on his’ 
came to the land of the 

2There he saw a well in the field, with tl 

of sheep lying near it because the flocks were 

tered from that well. The stone over the mouth of 

the well was large. 3When all the flocks were gath- 


ered there, the shepherds would roll. stone 
away from the well’s mouth and wi a heer 


Then they would return the stone to its place over 
the mouth of the well. | 
‘Jacob asked the shepherds, “My brothers, 
where are you from?” 

“We're from Haran,” they replied. 
5He said to them, “Do you know Laban, 
hor’s grandson?” 
“Yes, we know him,” they answered. s 
6Then Jacob asked them, ‘‘Is he well?” is 
“Yes, he is,” they said, “and here comes his _ 
daughter Rachel with the sheep.” 

Look,” he said, “the sun is still high; it is not. 
time for the flocks to be gathered. Water the sheep 
and take them back to pasture.” 

8We can’t,” they replied, “until all the flocks 
are gathered and the stone has been rolled away 
from the mouth of the well. Then we will water the 
sheep.” 

9While he was still talking with them, Rachel 
came with her father’s sheep, for she was a shep- 
herdess. !0When Jacob saw Rachel daughter of La- 
ban, his mother’s brother, and Laban’s sheep, he 
went over and rolled the stone away from the 
mouth of the well and watered his uncle’s sheep. 
Then Jacob kissed Rachel and began to weep ~ 
aloud. !2He had told Rachel that he was a relative 
of her father and a son of Rebekah. So she ran and 

told her father. , 

13As soon as Laban heard the news about Jacob, 
his sister's son, he hurried to meet him. He em- 
braced him and kissed him and brought him to his 
home, and there Jacob told him all these things. 
\sThen Laban said to him, “You are my own flesh. 
and blood.”  ¥ 


Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel are 


After Jacob had stayed Pe aon a oR 
month, Laban said to him, “Just use yO 
a relative of mine, should you work fate for 
nothing? Tell me what your wages should be. 

léNow Laban had two daughters; the name 
the older was Leah, and the name of the younger 
was Rachel. 7Leah had weak/ eyes, but Rachel 
was lovely in form, and beautiful. 18Jacob was in 
love with Rachel and said, “I'll work for you seven’ 


420,21 Or Since Gol. fathers house, the LA 
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The Women of the Bible 


God's plan for marriage 


The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called “woman,” for 
she was taken out of man,” 2:23 
own through the centuries women have often been maltreated and have occupied a low role 
D in society, In countries where the dowry system is still in effect the birth of a daughter can 
den for poor parents, Often a bride becomes little more than a _ 


create a dreaded financial bur 
servant to her husband. What does the Bible teach us about the role and nature of women? 
« 


Man’s Companion 
The book of Genesis tells us that the woman was made after Adam the man, to be a companion 
or friend or helper to man. The word “helper’’ does not mean that in any way she is inferior to, 
or the servant of, man. The Bible clearly shows us that the man is to care for the woman as he 
cares for his own body, Paul, one of the New Testament writers, puts it this way: “Husbands, love 
your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy. . . . In 
this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife 
Joves himself. After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as 
Christ does the church” (Ephesians 5:25-29). This command says that the first requirement of a 
man is to care for his wile, to love her, to treat her with kindness and tenderness. The man is to 


provide for the wife as he provides for his own body. 
mand to man when he created woman, a command that is often 


God gave a specific com: 
ignored by many people, “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 


ind they will become one flesh"(2:24). 


his wite 


Caring for Each Other 

In return for the care and protection given by the husband, the wife is to help the husband in 
every way that is lawful. She is to give herself to him, even as he gives himself to her. She is to 
submit to him as the authority in the home. “Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For 
the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is 
the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in 
everything” (Ephesians 5:22-24). The role of the wife is to make the life of the husband more 
enjoyable, easier. He cares for her, and in return she is to care for him. She is to encourage him, 
defend him, lift him up in the eyes of all her relatives and friends. She is to honor his decision 
and abide by them. This does not mean that she may not voice her opinion or suggest council to 
him. But it does mean that his decision is final, To obey her husband is no more demeaning for a 
wife than is obedience by the church to Christ Jesus. 

in bringing man and woman together in the bonds of marriage, God was concerned to provide 
1 stable society in which children could be raised. Marriage is an institution, and it must never be 
destroyed by divorce. When two people are married, they commit themselves to each other to 
iphold each other, care for each other, and to be best friends to each other. When they faithfully 
carry out these tasks, true love will flow between them and there will be much happiness in their 


5:22-2 


home 


Lite Questions: Do you believe that marriage in your country resembles the requirements that God 
lays down for marriage in the Bible? How are marriages today different from biblical marriages? How 


are they the same? 
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years in return for your youn 


chel.” 
19Laban said, 


ger daughter Ra- 


“qt’s better tha 
than to some other man. Stay h 
Jacob served seven years to ge 
seemed like only a few days to hi 
love for her ie a 
21Then Jace d to Laban, “Give me my wile: 
Feit ts | want to lie with her- 


My time is completed, and 
22So Laban brought together all the people of the 
place and gave a feast. 3But when evening came, 


he took his daughter Leah and gave her to Jacob, 
and Jacob lay with her. 24And Laban gave his ser- 
vant girl Zilpah to his daughter as her maid- 
servant 
° 25When morning came, there was Leah! So Jacob 
said to Laban, ‘What is this you have done to me? 
1 served you for Rachel, didn’t 1? Why have you 
ed me?” 
ban replied, “It is not our custom here to 
give the younger daughter in marriage before the 
older one. 27Finish this daughter's bridal week; 
then we, will give you the younger one also, in 
return for another seven years of work.” 
28And Jacob did so. He finished the week with 
Leah, and then Laban gave him his daughter Ra- 
chel to be his wife. 2?Laban gave his servant girl 
Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as her maidservant. 
Jacob lay with Rachel also, and he loved Rachel 
more than Leah. And he worked for Laban an- 


other seven years. 


Jacob’s Children 

11When the Lorp saw that Leah was not loved, 
he opened her womb, but Rachel was barren. 
ah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. 
named him Reuben, for she said, “It is be- 
the Lorp has seen my misery. Surely my 
\usband will love me now.” 

3She conceived again, and when she gave birth 
son she said, “Because the Lorp heard that I 
am not loved, he gave me this one too.” So she 
named him Simeon.’ 

4 Again she conceived, and when she gave birth 
to a son she said, “Now at last my husband will 
become attached to me, because I have borne him 
three sons.” So he was named Levi. 

35She conceived again, and when she gave birth 
to a son she said, ‘This time I will praise the 


dece 


29:25 Jacob Meets His Match 
When Jacob ran into Laban, one cheat met 
another. Just as Jacob had taken advantage of his 
brother by playing on his love for food (25:33), 
batalla by Lag he. pe his love for 

. ironies: Jacob leat i i 
from his mother, Laban’s sister. And perth en 


was Laban's daughter Rachel who enabled 
escape her father’s cheating pats =Ae 


*32 Reuben sounds like the Hebrew for he 


34. Levi sounds like and may be det 5 seen my misery, the name means sey 33 
rived ff t, 4 son. +: 
fos praise 0 Dahon ceaite at nes Siticron = attached 435 Judah ‘Sumeon Mapes <oey Ling 
Naphtali means my struggle, bed 


can mean good fortune oF a troop, 


probably means honor 13 Asher means happy 


'24 Joseph means may he add 


30 Jacob any Pa 


her sister. So she 


i 
angry with her and said, 
who has kept you from 


sThen said, 
servant. Sleep with 
dren for me and that 
family.” 

4So0 she gay 


Dan.* ¥ 
“Rachel's servant Bilhah conceived again 
bore Jacob a second son. *Then Rachel said, 
have had a great struggle with my sister, and I 
have won.” So she named him Naphtali-f 
9When Leah saw that she had stopped having 
children, she took her maidsetvant Zilpah and 
gave her to Jacob asa wife. !0Leah’s servant 
bore Jacob a son. !!Then Leah said, “What good * 
fortune!” So she named him Gad. A 
12Leah’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a second son. 
13Then Leah said, “How happy | am! The women 
will call me happy.” So she named him Asher:! 
\4During wheat harvest, Reuben went out into 
the fields and found some mandrake foro 
he brought to his mother Leah. Rachel 5 
Leah, “Please give me some of your son's man- 
drakes,”” ‘ 
15But she said to her, “Wasn’tit enough that you + 
took away my husband? Will you take my son's 
mandrakes too?” e ‘ 
“Very well,” Rachel said, “he can with 
you tonight in return for your son's oe 
16So when Jacob came in from the that 
evening, Leah went out to meet him. must 
sleep with me,” she said, “I have hired you with 
pees mandrakes.”” So he slept with her that 
ny a 
17God listened to Leah, and’ she became preg- 
nant and bore Jacob a fifth son. 18Then Leah said, 
“God has rewarded me for giving my maidservan\ 
» ee she named him Issachar./ 
conceived again and bore Jacob a sixth 
son, Then Leah said, “God has presented me 
with a precious gift. This time my husband will 
treat me with honor, because I have borne him six 
8 So she named him Zebulun.k 
time later she e 
ont eee gave birth to a Yaughter 


her and opened her womb. 23She became : 

and gave bith toa son and said, “God has taken 

away my disgrace.” She named him Joseph,! 
‘oho 


a] 


AW. At) oe 


May the Loxp add to me another son.” 


and said, 
Jacob’s Flocks Increase 

sve birth to Joseph, Jacob said to 
on my way solcan go back tomy 
Jeme my wives and children, 
ved you, and I will be on my 
now much work I’ve done for 


After Rachel s 
nd me 


\ban said to him, “If have found favorin 

please stay I have learned by divina- 
the Lorp has blessed me because of 
» added, “Name your wages, and 1 will 


jacob said to him, “You know how I have 
4 for you and how your livestock has fared 
ny care. The little you had before I came 
reased greatly, and the Lorp has blessed 
herever | have been. But now, when may I 
nething for my own household?” 
What shall I give you?” he asked 
give me anything,” Jacob replied. “But if 
do this one thing for me, I will go on 
(ing your flocks and watching over them: 22Let 
through all your flocks today and remove 
them every speckled or spotted sheep, every 
»red lamb and every spotted or speckled 
will be my wages. %And my honesty 
e for me in the future, whenever you 
eck on the wages you have paid me. Any goatin 
possession that is not speckled or spotted, or 
umb that is not dark-colored, will be con- 


{ 
dered sto 


said Laban. “Let it be as you have 
1 hat same day he removed all the male 
‘ts that were streaked or spotted, and all the 
kled or spotted female goats (all that had 
n them) and all the dark-colored lambs, 
placed them in the care of his sons, #Then 
) three-day journey between himself and 
hile Jacob continued to tend the rest of 

t flock 


31 
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flocks, and maidservants and menservants, and 
camels and donkeys. 


Jacob Flees From Laban 
3 Jacob heard that Laban's sons were saying, 
“Jacob has taken everything our father 

owned and has gained all this wealth from what 
belonged to our father.” 2And Jacob noticed that 
Laban’s attitude toward him was not what it had 
been, 

3Then the Lorp said to Jacob, “Go back to the 
land of your fathers and to your relatives, and 1 
will be with you.” 

4So Jacob sent word to Rachel and Leah to come 
out to the fields where his flocks were. 5He said to 
them, “I see that your father’s attitude toward me 
is not what it was before, but the God of my father 
has been with me; 6You know that I've worked for 
your father with all my strength, 7yet your father 
has cheated me by changing my wages ten times. 
However, God has not allowed him to harm me, 
81f he said, ‘The speckled ones will be your wages,” 
then all the flocks gave birth to speckled young; 
and if he said, ‘The streaked ones will be your 
wages,’ then all the flocks bore streaked young. 
%S0 God has taken away your father’s livestock 
and has given them to me. 

10In breeding season | once had a dream in 
which I looked up and saw that the male goats 
mating with the flock were streaked, speckled or 
spotted, The angel of God said to me in the 
dream, ‘Jacob.’ | answered, ‘Here | am.’ 12And he 
said, ‘Look up and see that all the male goats mat- 
ing with the flock are streaked, speckled or spot 
ted, for | have seen all that Laban has been doing to 
you, '31 am the God of Bethel, where you anointed 
a pillar and where you made a vow to me. Now 
leave this land at onée and go back to your native 
land.’ ” . 

“Then Rachel and Leah replied, “Do we still 
have any share in the inheritance of our father’s 
estate? !5Does he not regard us as foreigners? Not 


only has he sold us, but he has used up what was 
paid for us. !6Surely all the wealth that God took 
away from our father belongs to us and our chil 
dren, So do whatever God has told you.” 

I7Then Jacob put his children and his wives on 


however, took fresh-cut branches from 
ond and plane trees and made white 
them by peeling the bark and exposing 
ile inner wood of the branches. 48Then he 
the peeled branches in all the watering 


yhs, so that they would be directly in front of camels, i8and he drove all his livestock ahead of 
the flocks when they came to drink, When the him, along with all the goods he had accumulated 
ks were in heat and came to drink, %they mat- in Paddan Aram,! to go to his father Isaac in the 


front of the branches. And they bore young —_ land of Canaan, 
| were streaked or speckled or spotted, “Jacob 
spart the young of the flock by themselves, but 
the rest face the streaked and dark-colored 

mals that belonged to Laban. Thus he made 
perate flocks for himself and did not put them 
ith Laban‘s animals. 41Whenever the stronger 
were in heat, Jacob would place the 
hes in the troughs in front of the animals so 


30:43 Misplaced Faith 

In this classic encounter between two 

each pepe take advantage of the other, 
placed considerable faith in an 

trick, Many people have believed in similar 


2 methods over the cen! Modern 
hey would mate near the branches, “but if the jndicates that Jacob's results had. to do 
sninals were weak, he would not place them —_ with such techniques. God's ne 
th the weak animals went to Laban and the increased Jacob's flocks, as Jacob 
trong ones to Jacob, In this way the man grew — acknow! (31:7-9), 
exceedingly prosperous and came to own large 
hove become rich and "18 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia ‘ 


ee ee 


—————E 
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1when Laban had gon 
chel stole her father's hou 
over, Jacob deceived 


> was running away. “> 
ee ods pe crossing the River," he headed for 


the hill country of Gilead. 


Laban Pursues Jacob 
20n the third day Laban wi 


fled. 3Taking his relatives W 
ys and caug 
jacob for seven days an¢ sa 
Kin country of Gilead. **Then Raters b 
the Aramean in 2 dream at nig) _ 
“Be careful not to say anything to 


aire pitched his tent in the hill country of 
; r k him, and Laban and 
Gilead when Laban overtook him u 
sre too. 26Then Laban said 
his relatives camped there too . aa 4 
to Jacob, “What have you done You've deceive 
me, and you've carried off my daughters like oP 
tives in war. 27Why did you run off secretly an 
deceive me? Why didn’t you tell me, sO I could 
send you away with joy and singing to the music 
of tambourines and harps? 28You didn’t even let 
me kiss my grandchildren and my daughters 
good-by. You have done a foolish thing. 29] have 
fhe power to harm you; but last night the God of 
ur father said to me, ‘Be careful not to say any- 
‘0 Jacob, either good or bad.’ ®Now you 
ne off because you longed to return to your 
,ouse. But why did you steal my gods?” 
b answered Laban, “I was afraid, because 
ought you would take your daughters away 
e by force. 32But if you find anyone who has 
s, he shall not live. In the presence of our 
see for yourself whether there is any- 
hing of yours here with me; and if so, take it.” 
w Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen the 


Laban went into Jacob's tent and into 
Leah's tent and into the tent of the two maid- 
s, but he found nothing. After he came out 
of Leah's tent, he entered Rachel's tent. 4Now 
Rachel had taken the household gods and put 
them inside her camel's saddle and was sitting on 
them. Laban searched through everything in the 
tent but found nothing. 

35Rachel said to her father, “Don’t be angry, my 
lore that I cannot stand up in your presence; I’m 
having my period.” So he searched but cor i 
find the household gods. ey 

%Jacob was angry and took Laban to task. 


eee 


31:35 Household Gods 


The “gods” Rachel had stolen fr 

(om 19) were small idols or chaeeete 

o Jee the family from harm. They may also 
} sf served as something like a title deed for the 
amily inheritance. Such idols continued to water 


down Israel’ i 
srael’s Commitment 
Benerations to come. it to God for many 


Pe That is, the Euphrates 
‘49 Mizpah means watchtower, 


D 
47 The Aramaic Jegar Sahadutha sneea 


my 

what have you found that Cape your 
Wid? Put it here in front of Ye a 
mine, and let them judge betw' = two of 

38] have been with you for Peer aca ' 
Your sheep ‘and goats have 1 an did 
have I eaten Taras in? your 5 

i u animal 
Enea And you demanded payment 
for whatever was as 
was my situation: e 
eae and the cold at night, and sleep 
my eyes. #It was like this for 
was in your house! Is 
years for your two daughters an 


flocks, and you changed my wages ten times. 
the God of my father, the God of Abraham and ne 
Fear of Isaac, had not been with me, you wo! 
surely have sent me away empty-] But 


has seen my har hip and the toil of my hands, 


flocks are my flocks. All you see is mine. Yet what 
can I do today about these daughters 
bout the children they have borne? 4#Come now, 
|et’s make a covenant, you and I, and let it serve aS 
a witness between us.” 

45So Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar. 
46He said to his relatives, “Gather some stones.” 
So they took stones and piled them ina heap, and 
they ate there by the heap. 47Laban called it Jegar 
Sahadutha,? and Jacob called it Galeed.< 

48Laban said, ‘This heap is a witness between © 
you and me today.” That is why it was called 
Galeed. #9It was also called Mizpah,4 because he 
said, “May the Lorp keep watch between you and 
me when we are away from each other. “If you 
mistreat my daughters or if you take any wives 
besides my daughters, even though no one is with 
us, remember that God is a witness between you 
and me.” 

51Laban also said to Jacob, “Here is this heap, 
and here is this pillar I have set up een you 
and me. 52This heap is a witness, and this pillar is 
a witness, that I will not go past this heap to your 
side to harm you and that you will not go past this 
heap and pillar to my side to harm me. 53May the 
God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of 
their father, judge between us.” zs 5 

; Jacob took an oath in the 
his father Isaac. 4He offered a pay mee Fn 
hill country and invited his relatives to a meal, 
After they had eaten, they spent the night ee 

5sEarly the next morning Laban kissed : 
grandchildren and his daughters and his 
them. Then he left and returned ames Venta 


” 


Jacob Prepares to Meet Esau 


Jacob also went on his wa’ 
: , and the angels 
32 of God met him. 2Whei Bas sany them, he 


“47 The Hebrew Galeed means 4 


said, “This is the camp of God!" So he named that 


place Mahanaim 
Havok 
brother Bsau in the | 
Fdom. ¢He instructed them 
tosay tor 
Lhave t 
ther 


"This is what you are 
imaster Bsau ‘Your servant Jacob says, 


taying: With Laban and have remained 
now. SL have cattle and donkeys, sheep 
its. menservants and maidservants. Now I 

nding this message to my lord, that T may 

di favor in your eyes. 

6When the messengers returned to Jacob, they 
We went to your brother Esau, and now he 

ning to meet you, and four hundred men are 


said 

is cor 

with him 

In great fear and distress Jacob divided the 
people who were with him into two groups,’ and 
he flocks and herds and camels as well, 5He 
thought, “Lf Esau comes and attacks one group,‘ 
the group® that is left may escape.” 

’Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my father Abra- 
ham, God of my father Isaac, O Lorp, who said to 
me. ‘Go back to your country and your relatives, 
and | will make you prosper,’ 101 am unworthy of 
all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown. 
your servant, | had only my staff when | crossed 
this Jordan, but now I have become two groups, 
‘Save me, I pray, from the hand of my brother 
Esau, for | am afraid he will come and attack me, 
and also the mothers with their children. !2But you 
have said, ‘I will surely make you prosper and will 
make your descendants like the sand of the sea, 
which cannot be counted.’ ” 

‘He spent the night there, and from what he 
had with him he selected a gift for his brother 

Esau: ‘two hundred female goats and twenty 
male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, 
'Sthirty female camels with their young, forty cows 
and ten bulls, and twenty female donkeys and ten 
male donkeys. ‘He put them in the care of his 
each herd by itself, and said to his ser- 
Go ahead of me, and keep some space 
between the herds.” 

'7He instructed the one in the lead: ‘When my 
brother Esau meets you and asks, ‘To whom do 
you belong, and where are you going, and who 
owns all these animals in front of you?’ 18then you 
are to say, ‘They belong to your servant Jacob. 
They are a gift sent to my lord Esau, and he is 
coming behind us.’ ” 

He also instructed the second, the third and all 
the others who followed the herds; “You are to say 
the same thing to Esau when you meet him. 20And 

be sure to say, ‘Your servant Jacob is coming be- 
hind us.’ For he thought, “I will pacify him with 
these gifts | am sending on ahead; later, when! see 
him, perhaps he will receive me.” 21So Jacob’s gifts 
went on ahead of him, but he himself spent the 
night in the camp 


Jacob Wrestles With God 


“That night Jacob got up and. took his two 
wives, his two maidservants and his eleven sons 
and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23After he had 


2 Mahanaim means two camps. 
Pensel means face of God, 


servants 
vants, 


7 Or camps; also in verse 10 
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sent them across the stream, he sent over all his 
possessions, 24So Jacob was leftalone, and aman 
wrestled with him till daybreak, When the man 
saw that he could not overpower him, he touched 
the socket of Jacob's hip so that his hip was 
wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26Then the 
man said, ‘Let me go, for it is daybreak.’ “ 

But Jacob replied, “7 will not let you go Seti 
you bless me.” 

27The man asked him, “What is your name?” 

“Jacob,” he answered. 

28Then the man said, “Your name will no bem 
be Jacob, but Israel,4 because you have struggled 
with God and with men and have overcome.” 

2Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.” 

But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” 
Then he blessed him there. 

%So Jacob called the place Peniel,* saying, “It is 
because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was 
spared.” 

31The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel,/ 
and he was limping because of his hip. 32Therefore 
to this day the Israelitef do not eat the tendon 
attached to the socket of the hip, because the sock- 
et of Jacob’s hip was touched near the tendon. 


Jacob Meets Esau : fr 


Jacob looked up and there was Esau, com- 
3 ing with his four hundred men; so he di- 
vided the children among Leah, Rachel and the 
two maidservants. 2He put the maidservants and 
their children in front, Leah and her children next, 
and Rachel and Joseph in the rear. 3He himself 
went on ahead and bowed down to the ground 
seven times as he approached his brother. 
4But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; 
he threw his arms around his neck and kissed him. 
And they wept. 5Then Esau looked up and saw the 
women and children. “Who are these with you?” 
he asked. 
Jacob answered, ‘They are the children God has 
graciously given your servant.” 
6Then the maidservants and their children ap- 
proached and bowed down. 7Next, Leah and her 
children came and bowed down. Last of all came 
Joseph and Rachel, and they too bowed down. 
8Esau asked, ‘What do you mean by all ae 
droves I met?” 
“To find favor in your eyes, my-lord,” he said, 
%But Esau said, “I already have plenty, my 
brother. Keep what you have for yourself.” 
10'No, please!” said Jacob. “If | have found fa- 
vor in your eyes, accept this gift from me, For to 
see your face is like seeing the facetoF'God, now 
Ns v 
ponent et pale 
32:24 Wrestling with God 
This nighttime encounter, as strange as any in the 
Bible, sounds somewhat similar to Jacob’s 
revious on-the-road encounter with God (28:12) 
in a dream. But this time God left Jacob evidence 
of his physical presence—a limp, eae 


«8 Orcamp 428 Israel means he struggles with God. 


‘31 Hebrew Penuel, a variant of Peniel 
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that you have received me favorably. ''Please ac- 
cept the present that was brought to you, for God 
has been gracious to me and I have all I need.” 
And because Jacob insisted, Esau accepted it. 

Then Esau said, “Let us be on our way; I'll 
accompany you,” 

!3But Jacob said to him, ‘‘My lord knows that the 
children are tender and that | must care for the 
ewes and cows that are nursing their young. If 
they are driven hard just one day, all the animals 
will die. 14So let my lord go on ahead of his ser- 
vant, while I move along slowly at the pace of the 
droves before me and that of the children, until I 
come to my lord in Seir.”” 

'5Esau said, ‘‘Then let me leave some of my men 
with you,” 

But why do that?” Jacob asked. “Just let me 
find favor in the eyes of my lord.” 

16So that day Esau started on his way back to 
Seir. 17Jacob, however, went to Succoth, where he 
built a place for himself and made shelters for his 
livestock. That is why the place is called Succoth.* 

18After Jacob came from Paddan Aram,’ he ar- 
rived safely at the< city of Shechem im Canaan and 
camped within sight of the city. 19For a hundred 
pieces of silver,4 he bought from the sons of Ha- 
mor, the father of Shechem, the plot of ground 
where he pitched his tent. 20There he set up an 
altar and called it El Elohe Israel.¢ 


Dinah and the Shechemites 


Now Dinah, the daughter Leah had borne 

3 to Jacob, went out to visit the women of the 
land. 2When Shechem son of Hamor the Hivite, 
the ruler of that area, saw her, he took her and 
violated her. 3His heart was drawn to Dinah 
daughter of Jacob, and he loved the girl and spoke 
tenderly to her. 4And Shechem said to his father 
Hamor, “Get me this girl as my wife.” 

5When Jacob heard that his daughter Dinah had 
been defiled, his sons were in the fields with his 
livestock; so he kept quiet about it until they came 
home. 

6Then Shechem’s father Hamor went out to talk 
with Jacob. 7Now Jacob’s sons had come in from 
the fields as soon as they heard what had hap- 
pened. They were filled with grief and fury, be- 
cause Shechem had done a disgraceful thing inf 
Israel by lying with Jacob’s daughter—a thing that 
should not be done. 

But Hamor said to them, “My son Shechem has 


———_——— TS 


33:15 Surface Reconciliation 

On the surface, Jacob and Esau had reconciled. 
Underneath the niceties, however, mistrust 
continued, at least on Jacob’s side. He did not P 
want Esau to accompany him on his way, nor 

he wish Esau to leave some of his men for 
“protection.” He let his brother think he was on 
his way to Seir (verse 14), but turned northto * 
Succoth as soon as Esau was out of sight. 


uccoth means shelters 


4 lorael (7 Or against 


34 


*18 That is, Northwest Mesopetarit 
was of unknown weight and value. 
kesitah vas a unit of money of unknown weight ane waiie, iy 


brothers, “Let me find favor in yi 
will give you whatever you ask. 
for the bride and the gift lam | 
you like, and I'll pay whatever: 
give me the girl as my wife.” 
; sherpa; ter Dinah had been 
jacob’s sons replied deceitfully as y 
Shechem and his father Hamor. the 
them, “We can’t do sucha thing; we ‘give our 
sister to a man who is not circumcised. That woul 
be a disgrace to us. 15We will give our co 
you on one condition only: that you become li 
by circumcising all your males. 16Then we will 
you our daughters and take your daughters 
ourselves. We'll settle among you and become: 
people with you. !7But if you will not agree to 
circumcised, we'll take our sister" and go.” 
18Their proposal seemed good to Hamor: 
son Shechem. !9The young man, O Wi 
most honored of all his father’s : 
time in doing what they said, because he was | 
lighted with Jacob’s daughter. 20So Hamor and hi: 
son Shechem went to the gate of their city to speak 
to their fellow townsmen. 2!These men are _ 
friendly toward us,” they said. “Let them live in 
our land and trade in it; the land has plenty of 
room for them. We can marry their daughters and 
they can marry ours. 2But the men will consent to. 
live with us as one people only on the condition 
that our males be circumcised, as they themselves _ 
are. 3Won't their livestock, their property and. 
their other animals become ours? So let us give our 
consent td’ them, and they will settle among us.” 
24All the men who went out of the city gate - 
agreed with Hamor and his son Shechem, and 
every male in the city was circumcised. » g 
2Three days later, while all of them were st 
pain, two of Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi, 
Dinah’s brothers, took their swords arid attacked 
the unsuspecting city, killing every male. 2%They 
put Hamor and his son Shechem to the sword and — ‘ 
took Dinah from Shechem’s house and left. 7The 
sons of Jacob came upon the dead bodies and loot- 
ed the city where! their sister had been defiled. 
28They seized their flocks and herds and donkeys: 
and everything else of theirs in the city and out in 
the fields. 2°They carried off all their wealth and all 
their women and children, taking as plunder 
everything in the houses. te) 
30Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You 
have brought trouble on me by making me | 
stench to the Canaanites and Perizzites, the peoy 
living in this land. We are few in number, and if 
they join forces against me andattack me, [and my — 
household will be destroyed.” e 
3iBut they replied, “Should he have treated our — 
sister like a prostitute?” ' 
18 Or arrived at Shalem, @ 1 or 
« God, the God of leraet oF . 
20 Eh ecto ahi FOr 


Py 
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Jacob Returns to Bethel 
Then God said to Jacob; “Go up to Bethel 
yen God § 


Jo there, and build an altar there to 
inet settic 1") you when you were fleeing 
appeare 


Esau.” 


God. 
from your Prul’ his household and to all who 
er ) him, “Get rid of the foreign gods you 
AS vw th you and purify yourselves and change 
es. ‘Then come, let us go up to Bethel, 
will build an altar to God, who answered 
. the day of my distress and who has been 
with me wherever I have gone.” 4So they gave 
Jacob all the foreign gods they had and the rings in 
their ears, and Jacob buried them under the oak at 
hechem. 5Then they set out, and the terror of God 
fell upon the towns all around them so that no one 
pursued them 

ejacob and all the people with him came to Luz 

(that is, Bethel) in the land of Canaan, 7There he 
built an altar, and he called the place El Bethel, 
because it was there that God revealed himself to 
him when he was fleeing from his brother. 

8Now Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died and was 
burned under the oak below Bethel. So it was 
named Allon Bacuth.$ 

%After Jacob returned from Paddan Aram,< God 
appeared to him again and blessed him. 10God 
said to him, “Your name is Jacob,4 but you will no 
longer be called Jacob; your name will be Israel.¢ ” 
So he named him Israel. 

'tAnd God said to him, “I am God Almightyf; 
be fruitful and increase in number. A nation and a 
community of nations will come from you, and 
kings will come from your body. 1!2The land I gave 
to Abraham and Isaac | also give to you, and I will 
give this land to your descendants after you.” 
13Then God went up from him at the place where 
he had talked with him. 

13Jacob set up a stone pillar at the place where 
God lad talked with him, and he poured out a 
drink offering on it; he also poured oil onit. !5Jacob 
called the place where God had talked with him 


Bethel. 


The Deaths of Rachel and Isaac 


leThen they moved on from Bethel. While they 
were still some distance from Ephrath, Rachel be- 
gan to give birth and had great difficulty. 7And as 
she was having great difficulty in childbirth, the 
midwife said to her, ‘Don’t be afraid, for you have 
another son.” 18As she breathed her last—for she 
was dying—she named her son Ben-Oni.' But his 
father named him Benjamin.! 

'9So Rachel died and was buried on the way to 
Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem). 20Over her tomb 
Jacob set up a pillar, and to this day that pillar 
marks Rachel's tomb. 

21[srael moved on again and pitched his tent 
beyond Migdal Eder. 22While Israel was living in 
that region, Reuben went in and slept with his 
father’s concubine Bilhah, and Israel heard of it. 


Jacob had twelve sons: 


wh 


hav 
y 


’ El Bethe! means God of Bethel, 
10 Jacob means he grasps the heel (figuratively, he deceives). 
*15 Bethel means house of God. 


68 Allon Bacuth means oak of weeping. 
£10 Israel means he struggles with God. 


'18Ben-Oni means son of my trouble 


: GENESIS 36:12 


2The sons of Leah: 
Reuben the firstborn of Jacob, 
Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar and Zebu- 
Jun, 
*4The sons of Rachel: 
Joseph and Benjamin. 
+The sons of Rachel's maidservant Bilhah; 
Dan and Naphtali. 
26The sons of Leah’s maidservant Zilpah: 
Gad and Asher. 
These were the sons of Jacob, who were born to 
him in Paddan Aram. 
27Jacob came home to his father Isaac in Mamre, 
near Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron), where Abra- 
ham and Isaac had stayed, 8Isaac lived a hundred 
and eighty years. 2”7Then he breathed his last and 
died and was gathered to his people, old and full 
of years. And his sons Esau and Jacob buried him. 


Esau’s Descendants 
36 This is the account of Esau (that is, Edom). 
2Esau took his wives from the women 
of Canaan: Adah daughter of Elon the Hittite, 
and Oholibamah daughter of Anah and 
granddaughter of Zibeon the Hivite— 3also 
Basemath daughter of Ishmael and sister of 
Nebaioth. 
4Adah bore Eliphaz to Esau, Basemath bore 
Reuel, 5and Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam 
and Korah. These were the sons of Esau, who 
were born to him in Canaan. 
6Esau took his wives and sons and daugh- 
ters and all the members of his household, as 
well as his livestock and all his other animals 
and all the goods he had acquired in Canaan, 
and moved to a land some distance from his 
brother Jacob. 7Their possessions were too 
great for them to remain together; the land 
where they were staying could not support 
them both because of their livestock. 8So Esau 
(that is, Edom) settled in the hill country of 
Seir. 


9This is the account of Esau the father of the 
Edomites in the hill country of Seir. 


10These are the names of Esau’s sons: 
Eliphaz, the son of Esau’s wife Adah, and 
Reuel, the son of Esau’s wife Basemath. 
'The sons of Eliphaz: Gant * 
Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam and Kenaz. 
12Esau’s son Eliphaz also had a concubine 


‘ 


35:22 A Sin that Lies Sleeping 
This passage offers no indication that what 
Reuben did was wrong, let alone subject to 
punishment. Yet his deed was not forgotten, 
Decades later, when Jacob called his sons in for a 
final blessing, he up this sin (49:4) and 
predicted that leadership would pass from 
Reuben, the firstborn son, 
—— 
©9 That is, Northwest also in verse 26 
11 Hebrew El-Shaddai 
‘18 Benjamin means son of my right hand. 
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Jacob Returns to Bethel 
Then God said to Jacob; “Go up to Bethel 
yen God § 


Jo there, and build an altar there to 
inet settic 1") you when you were fleeing 
appeare 


Esau.” 


God. 
from your Prul’ his household and to all who 
er ) him, “Get rid of the foreign gods you 
AS vw th you and purify yourselves and change 
es. ‘Then come, let us go up to Bethel, 
will build an altar to God, who answered 
. the day of my distress and who has been 
with me wherever I have gone.” 4So they gave 
Jacob all the foreign gods they had and the rings in 
their ears, and Jacob buried them under the oak at 
hechem. 5Then they set out, and the terror of God 
fell upon the towns all around them so that no one 
pursued them 

ejacob and all the people with him came to Luz 

(that is, Bethel) in the land of Canaan, 7There he 
built an altar, and he called the place El Bethel, 
because it was there that God revealed himself to 
him when he was fleeing from his brother. 

8Now Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died and was 
burned under the oak below Bethel. So it was 
named Allon Bacuth.$ 

%After Jacob returned from Paddan Aram,< God 
appeared to him again and blessed him. 10God 
said to him, “Your name is Jacob,4 but you will no 
longer be called Jacob; your name will be Israel.¢ ” 
So he named him Israel. 

'tAnd God said to him, “I am God Almightyf; 
be fruitful and increase in number. A nation and a 
community of nations will come from you, and 
kings will come from your body. 1!2The land I gave 
to Abraham and Isaac | also give to you, and I will 
give this land to your descendants after you.” 
13Then God went up from him at the place where 
he had talked with him. 

13Jacob set up a stone pillar at the place where 
God lad talked with him, and he poured out a 
drink offering on it; he also poured oil onit. !5Jacob 
called the place where God had talked with him 


Bethel. 


The Deaths of Rachel and Isaac 


leThen they moved on from Bethel. While they 
were still some distance from Ephrath, Rachel be- 
gan to give birth and had great difficulty. 7And as 
she was having great difficulty in childbirth, the 
midwife said to her, ‘Don’t be afraid, for you have 
another son.” 18As she breathed her last—for she 
was dying—she named her son Ben-Oni.' But his 
father named him Benjamin.! 

'9So Rachel died and was buried on the way to 
Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem). 20Over her tomb 
Jacob set up a pillar, and to this day that pillar 
marks Rachel's tomb. 

21[srael moved on again and pitched his tent 
beyond Migdal Eder. 22While Israel was living in 
that region, Reuben went in and slept with his 
father’s concubine Bilhah, and Israel heard of it. 


Jacob had twelve sons: 


wh 


hav 
y 


’ El Bethe! means God of Bethel, 
10 Jacob means he grasps the heel (figuratively, he deceives). 
*15 Bethel means house of God. 


68 Allon Bacuth means oak of weeping. 
£10 Israel means he struggles with God. 


'18Ben-Oni means son of my trouble 


: GENESIS 36:12 


2The sons of Leah: 
Reuben the firstborn of Jacob, 
Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar and Zebu- 
Jun, 
*4The sons of Rachel: 
Joseph and Benjamin. 
+The sons of Rachel's maidservant Bilhah; 
Dan and Naphtali. 
26The sons of Leah’s maidservant Zilpah: 
Gad and Asher. 
These were the sons of Jacob, who were born to 
him in Paddan Aram. 
27Jacob came home to his father Isaac in Mamre, 
near Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron), where Abra- 
ham and Isaac had stayed, 8Isaac lived a hundred 
and eighty years. 2”7Then he breathed his last and 
died and was gathered to his people, old and full 
of years. And his sons Esau and Jacob buried him. 


Esau’s Descendants 
36 This is the account of Esau (that is, Edom). 
2Esau took his wives from the women 
of Canaan: Adah daughter of Elon the Hittite, 
and Oholibamah daughter of Anah and 
granddaughter of Zibeon the Hivite— 3also 
Basemath daughter of Ishmael and sister of 
Nebaioth. 
4Adah bore Eliphaz to Esau, Basemath bore 
Reuel, 5and Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam 
and Korah. These were the sons of Esau, who 
were born to him in Canaan. 
6Esau took his wives and sons and daugh- 
ters and all the members of his household, as 
well as his livestock and all his other animals 
and all the goods he had acquired in Canaan, 
and moved to a land some distance from his 
brother Jacob. 7Their possessions were too 
great for them to remain together; the land 
where they were staying could not support 
them both because of their livestock. 8So Esau 
(that is, Edom) settled in the hill country of 
Seir. 


9This is the account of Esau the father of the 
Edomites in the hill country of Seir. 


10These are the names of Esau’s sons: 
Eliphaz, the son of Esau’s wife Adah, and 
Reuel, the son of Esau’s wife Basemath. 
'The sons of Eliphaz: Gant * 
Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam and Kenaz. 
12Esau’s son Eliphaz also had a concubine 


‘ 


35:22 A Sin that Lies Sleeping 
This passage offers no indication that what 
Reuben did was wrong, let alone subject to 
punishment. Yet his deed was not forgotten, 
Decades later, when Jacob called his sons in for a 
final blessing, he up this sin (49:4) and 
predicted that leadership would pass from 
Reuben, the firstborn son, 
—— 
©9 That is, Northwest also in verse 26 
11 Hebrew El-Shaddai 
‘18 Benjamin means son of my right hand. 
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naned Tinne, whe bore Wien Amalek 


These were grandeune of Mewu’s wife 
Adah 


The sone of Meuel 
» Zero, Shamma and Mizzah, 


were grandsons of Usau's wile 
thy 


“The sone of Teau’s wile Oholibamah 
ter of Anal and granddaughter of Zibuon, 


whor she bore to Beau 
Jeush, Jalam and Korahy 


"These were the chiefs among Eeau's deseend- 
ants. 


The sony of Bliphaz the firstborn of Baeu: 
Chi Terman, Omar, Zepho, Kenaz, 
"Korah” Gatam and Amalek These 
were the chiefs descended from Eliphaz 
in Edom, they were grandsons of Adah. 

'7The sons of Esau’s son Revel: 
Chiefs Nahath, Zerah, Shammah and 
Mizzah, These were the chiefs descended 
from Reuel in Edom; they were grandsons 
of Esau's wife Basemath, 

18The sons of Egau’s wife Oholibamah: 
Chiefs Jeush, Jalam and Korah. These 
were the chiefs descended from Esau‘s 
wife Oholibamah daughter of Anah. 

These were the sons of Esau (that is, Edom), 

and these were their chiefs. 


2These were the sons of Seir the Horite, who 
were living in the region: 
Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 2!Dishon, 
Ezer and Dishan, These sons of Seir in 
Edom were Horite chiefs. 
2The sons of Lotan: 
Hori and Homam. Timna was Lotan’s 
sister. 
23The sons of Shobal: ‘ 
Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho and 
Onam 
24The sons of Zibeon: 
Aiah and Anah. This is the Anah who 
discovered the hot springs¢ in the desert 
while he was grazing the donkeys of his 
father Zibeon. 
25The children of Anah: 
Dishon and Oholibamah daughter of 
Anah. 
26The sons of Dishon4: 
Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran and Keran. 
27The sons of Ezer: 
Bilhan, Zaavan and Akan. 
28The sons of Dishan: 
Uz and Aran. 
29These were the Horite chiefs: 
Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, ®Dishon, 
Ezer and Dishan. These were the Horite 
chiefs, according to their divisions, in the 
land of Seir. 


+16 Masoretic Text; Samaritan Pentateuch (see also Gen. 36:11 and 1 Chron. 1:36) does not have 
variant of Homam (see 1 Chron. 1.39) §24 Vulgate; Syriac discovered water; the meaning of 
426 Hebrew Dishan, a variant of Dishon «31 Or before an Israciite king regned over thems 
439 Many manuscnpts of the Masoretic Text, Samaritan Pentateuch and Syriac (see also 1. 
Masoretic Text Hadar *3 The meaning of the Hebrew for nchly ermamented + 
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Joseph Sold by His Brothers 


WNow his brothers had gone ty graze their fa> 
ther's phon hen Shechem, vty Hon said to and mourned for his son. 


seoph As you Kitow, your brothers are and came | 

~ focks near Sheahent Peale penge ere rte to tse 
your 00 them, mourning | dow 

Very well,” he replied So his father 

Hes he Sand ty him, “Go and see ifall is well \. 

your brothers andl with the flocks, and ban) Egypt to of 

tack fo me.” Then he sent him off from the Valley captain of the ores 

i 


of Hebron ' 
When Joseph arrived at Shechem, Ta man Judah and Tamar 3 
sound him wandering around in the fields and At that time, 


asked him, “What are you looking for?” 

vette replied, “Tm looking for my brothers. Cary 
you tell me where they are grazing their Mocks?” 

I They have moved on from here,” the man 
answered. “I heard them say, ‘Let's go to Do- — toason, 
than and gave 4 

So Joseph went after his brothers and found ve birth to still 
them near Dothan. 'But they saw him in the dis- . It 
tanee, and before he reached them, they plotted (0 4 

name was 


kill him, rt 
‘© Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each 

other 2"Come now, let's kill him and throw him death. 

one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious Then Judah said to 


| devoured him. Then we'll see what comes er’s wife and fulfill your: 


is dreams.” Ww to. 
When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue ee es . 
hum from their hands, “Let's not take his life,” he enev 
sand. 2"Don't shed any blood. Throw himinto this —_his semen 
astern here in the desert, but don’t laya handon offspring for 
him.” Rewhen said this to rescue him from them —_ wicked in the Loxp’s si 
and take him back to his father, also: wi 0) orth Aer 
2So when Joseph came to his brothers, they Judah then: dau 
stnpped him of his robe—the richly ornamented — “Live as a widow in your fati 
robe he was wearing— Mand they took him and son Shelah grows up.” For he 
threw him into the cistern. Now the cistern was’ die too, just like his: 
empty; there was no water in it. ‘tive in her father’s house. 
25s they sat down to eat their meal, they looked r ; 
up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 
Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, 
balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to 
take them down to Egypt 
2sJudah said to his brothers, “What will we gain 
if we kill our brother and cover up his blood? 
Come, let's seli him to the Ishmaelites and not 
lay our hands on him; after all, he is.our brother, 
our own flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed. Onan’s: 
28So when the Midianite merchants came by, his. ‘ do 
brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and Family quarrels ha 
sold him for twenty shekels* of silver to the Ish- gent Jacob’s I. 
maelites, who took him to Egypt. : 
When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw 


+28 That ts, about 8 ounces (about 0.2 kilogram) +35 Hebrew Shea! 
(see also verse 2B); Masoretic Text Medettites 
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Shua, died. When Judah had recovered from his 
grief, he went up to Timnah, to the men who were 
shearing his sheep, and his friend Hirah the Aduly 
lamite went with him. 

1When Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is 
on his way to Timnah to shear his sheep," she 
took off her widow’s clothes, covered herself with 
a veil to disguise herself, and then sat down at the 
entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Tim- 
nah. For she saw that, though Shelah had now 
grown up, she had not been given to him as his 
wife 

15When Judah saw her, he thought she was a 
prostitute, for she had covered her face. Not real- 
izing that she was his daughter-in-law, he went 
over to her by the roadside and said, “Come now, 
let me sleep with you.” 

“And what will you give me to sleep with you?” 
she asked 

17“'ll send you a young goat from my flock,” he 
said 

“Will you give me something as a pledge until 
you send it?” she asked 

18He said, “What pledge should I give you?” 

“Your seal and its cord, and the staff in your 
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against God?” 10And though she spoke to Joseph 
day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or 
even be with her. 

One day he went in’ 
his duties, and none of the 
was inside. 2She caught him by hi 
“Come to bed with me!” But he left his cl 
hand and ran out of the house. 

13When she saw that he had left his cloak in her 
hand and had run out of the house, she called 
her household servants. “Look,” she said to them, 
“this Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport 
of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but I 
screamed. !5When he heard me scream for help, 
he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the 
house.” 

16She kept his cloak beside her until his master 
came home. !7Then she told him this story: “That 
Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make 
of me. 18But as soon as I screamed for help, 
beside me and ran out of the 


to the house to attend to 
household servants 
is cloak and said, 
joak in her 


sport 
he left his cloak 


house.”” 
19When his master heard the story his wife told 


him, saying, “This is how your slave treated me,” 
he burned with anger. 29Joseph’s master took him 
and put him in prison, the place where the king’s 
prisoners were confined 

But while Joseph was there in the prison, 2the 
Lorp was with him; he showed him kindness and 
granted him favor in the eyes of the prison war- 
den. 2So the warden put Joseph in charge of all 
those held in the prison, and he was made respon- 
sible forall that was done there. 3The warden paid 
no attention to anything under Joseph's care, be- 
cause the Lorp was with Joseph and gave him 
success in whatever he did. 


The Cupbearer and the,Baker 


40 Some time later, the cupbearer and the 
baker of the king of Egypt offended their 
master, the king of Egypt. 2Pharaoh was angry 
with his two officials, the chief cupbearer and the 
chief baker, 3and put them in custody in the house 
of the captain of the guard, in the same prison 
where Joseph was confined. The captain of the 
guard assigned them to Joseph, and he attended 
them. 

After they had been in custody for some time, 
Seach of the two men—the cupbearer and the 
baker of the king of Egypt, who were being held in 
prison—had a dream the same night, and each 
dream had a meaning of its own. 

6When Joseph came to them the next morning, 
he saw that they were dejected. So he asked Phar- 


40:2 Important Officials 


When Joseph ws thrown into prison on a false 
charge, his future seemed to vanish. Yet in prison 
he came into contact with men who would 
eventually help raise him to the highest post in the 
nation. The “chief baker” and “chief cupbearer” 
were important officials in Pharaoh's court. 


+16 Or three wicker baskets °19 Or and impale you on a pole 


40 


of bread. 17In the top basket were all kinds 
baked goods for Pharaoh, but the birds were eat- 
ing them out of the basket on my head.” 
18This is what it means,” Joseph said. “The 
three baskets are three days. !?Within three days 
Pharaoh will lift off your head and hang you ona 
tree.> And the birds will eat away your flesh.” 

20Now the third day was Pharaoh's birthday, 
and he gave a feast for all his officials. He lifted up 
the heads of the chief and the chief 
baker in the presence of his officials: 2tHe restored 
the chief cupbearer to his position, so that he once 
again put the cup into Pharaoh’s hand, but he 
hanged: the chief baker, just as Joseph had said to 
them in his interpretation. : 

2The chief cupbearer, however, did not remem- 
ber Joseph; he forgot him. . 


Pharaoh’s Dreams 


41 When two full years had passed, Pharaoh 
had a dream: He was standing by the Nile, 
2when out of the river there came up seven cows, 
sleek and fat, and they grazed among the reeds. 
3After them, seven other cows, ugly and gaunt, 
came up out of the Nile and stood t on 
the riverbank. 4And the cows that ; and * 
gaunt ate up the seven sleek, fat cows. Then Phar- 
aoh woke up. - ; 

5He fell asleep again and : dream: 
Seven heads of pain, Neale were 
growing ona single stalk. After them, other 

and scorched . 


heads of grain sprouted—thin by the” 

east wind. 7The thin heads of swallowed up 

the seven healthy, full heads. Pharaoh woke 

up; it had been a dream. P 
§In the morning his mind was troubled, sohe 


$22 Or ompaled 


ee 


and wine men Of Bjgypt 


sent foe all the magicians 
oan, but Ae One could 


Pharaoh told then her « 


tnterpinet then fr hiv . 
th 1 the chiet cupbearer sate to Pharaoh, “Tos 


Jay Lam remincted OF My rteomings, Pharaoh 

‘ vagiry With his servants, and he inpeis 

‘act the ehiet baker in the house of the 

captain of the guard ‘Bach of us had a dream the 

vme nuit, and each dream had a meaning of tte 

awn, 2Now a young Hebrew was there with us, @ 

servant of the captain of the guard, We told him 

ourdreams, and he interpreted them for us, giving 

each man the interpre ion of his dream, MAnd 

things turned out exactly as he interpreted them to 

us: | was restored to my position, and the other 
man was hanged.” 

So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was 
quickly brought from the dungeon. When he had 
shaved and changed his clothes, he came before 
Pharaoh 

IsPharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and 
no one can interpret it, But | have heard it said of 
you that when you hear a dreeg you can interpret 
it 

161 cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, 
“but God will give Pharaoh the answer he de> 
sires.” 

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream I 
was standing on the bank of the Nile, ’when out 

of the river there came up seven cows, fat and 
sleek, and they grazed among the reeds. !%After 
them, seven other cows came up—scrawny and 
very ugly and lean, I had never seen such ugly 
cows inall the land of Egypt. The lean, ugly cows 
ate up the seven fat cows that came up first. 2!1But 
even after they ate them, no one could tell that 
they had done so; they looked just as ugly as be- 
fore. Then] woke up 
2In my dreams | also saw seven heads of grain, 
full and good, growing on a single stalk. After 
them, seven other heads sprouted—withered and 
thin and scorched by the east wind. 4The thin 
heads of grain swallowed ap the seven good 
heads. | told this to the magicians, but none could 
explain it to me.” 
25Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of 
Pharaoh are one and the same. God has revealed 
to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 26The seven 
good cows are seven years, and the seven good 
heads of grain are seven years; it is one and the 
same dream. 27The seven lean, ugly cows that 
came up afterward are seven years, and so are the 
seven worthless heads of grain scorched by the 
east wind: They are seven years of famine. 
28It is just as I said to Pharaoh: God has shown 
Pharaoh what he is about to do. 29Seven years of 
great abundance are coming throughout the land 
of Egypt, “but seven years of famine will follow 
them. Then all the abundance in Egypt will be 
forgotten, and the famine will ravage the land. 
31The abundance in the land will not be remem- 
bered, because the famine that follows it will be so 
severe. 32The reason the dream was given to Phar- 


was once 
oned me 


“13 Or impaled 38 Or of the gods 
+45 That is, Heliopolis; also in verse 50 


a 


«43. Or in the chariot of his second-in-command; or in his second chariot 


aot in two fornve i that the matter hae been fenly: 
decided by God, and God will do it agen, 

WAnd now let Pharaoh look (or 4 lover 
anid wine man and put hin in charge of the land: 
Caypt. MLet Pharoah appoint commiasioners over 
the land to take a fifth af the harvest of 
during the seven years of abu 5 
should collect all the food of these good years that 
are coming and store up the grain under the aie 
thority of Pharaoh, to be kept in the cities for food, 
WT his food should be held in reserve for the coune 
try, to be used during the seven years of famine 
that will come upon Egypt, so that the country 
may not be ruined by the famine.” 

2’THe plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all 
his officials, “So Pharaoh anked them, “Can we 
tind anyone like this man, one in whom is the 
spirit of Godt?" “ 

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has 
made all this known to you, there is no one #0 
discerning and wise as you, “You shall be in 
charge of my palace, and all people are to 
submit to your orders. Only with respect to the 
throne will | be greater than you.” 


Joseph in Charge of Egypt 
4150 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you 
in charge of the whole land of Egypt: 
Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger 
put it on Joseph's finger, He dressed him in 
of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck, 
43He had him ride in a chariot as his second-ine 
command,* and men shouted before him, “Make 
way!” Thus he put him in charge of the whole 
land of Egypt. ¥ 
“Then Pharaoh said to’ Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, 
but without your word no one will lift hand or foot 
in all Egypt.” Pharaoh gave Joseph the name— 
Zaphenath-Paneah and gave him Asenath daugh- 
ter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his wife, And 
Joseph went throughout the land of pt. 
‘sloseph was thirty years old when he entered 
the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph 
went out from Pharaoh's presence and traveled 
throughout Egypt. 4’”During the seven years of 
abundance the land produced plentifully. Joseph 
collected all the food produced in those seven 
years of abundance in Egypt and stored it in the 
cities. In each city he put the food grown in the 
fields surrounding it. Joseph stored up huge 
quantities of grain, like the sand of the sea; it was 


) 


41:45 The Egyptianization of 
Joseph 
Proud Egyptians did not care for Hebrews. In . 
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so mueh that he stopped keeping records because 
it was beyond measure, 


“iHetore the years of famine came, two sone 
wore born (Joseph by Avenath daughter of Pole 
phera, priest of On, Joseph named his firstborn 
Manasseht and said, “‘Itis because God hay made 
me forget all my trouble and all my father's houner 
hold.” “The second son he named Kphraim’ and 
said, ‘Lets because God has made me fruitful inthe 
land of my suffering 

“The seven years of abundance in Egypt came 
toan end, Mand the seven Ws Of famine began, 
justas Joseph had said, There was famine inall the 
other lands, but in the whole land of Ligypt there 
Was tood, “When all Egypt began to feel the fam- 
ine, the people cried to Pharaoh for food, Then 
Pharaoh told all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph and 

do what he tells you.” 

~*When the famine had spread over the whole 
country, Joseph opened the storehouses and sold 
grain to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe 
throughout Egypt. ‘And all the countries came to 
Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the fam- 
ine was severe in all the world. 


Joseph's Brothers Go to Egypt 


4 When Jacob learned that there was grain in 
Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you just 
keep looking at each other?’ 2He continued, “I 
have heard that there is grain in Egypt. Go down 
there and buy some for us, so that we may live and 
not die.” 
3Then ten of Joseph's brothers went down to 
buy grain from Egypt. 4But Jacob did not send 
Benjamin, Joseph's brother, with the others, be- 
cause he was afraid that harm might come to him. 
5So Israel's sons were among those who went to 
buy grain, for the famine was in the land of Ca- 
naan also, 
6Now Joseph was the governor of the land, the 
one who sold grain to all its people. So when Jo- 
seph’s brothers arrived, they bowed down to him 
with their faces to the ground. 7As soon as Joseph 
saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he pre- 
tended to be a stranger and spoke harshly to them. 
“Where do you come from?” he asked. 
“From the land of Canaan,” they replied, “to 
buy food.” 
8Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they 
did not recognize him. 9Then he remembered his 
dreams about them and said to them, “You are 
spies! You have come to see where our land is 
unprotected.”’ 


41:56 An Unusual Famine 


Famine is common in the Middle East. There are 
records of two Egyptian famines so severe that 
starving people killed-and ate each other. But it 
was rare for famine to affect both Egypt and 
Palestine at the same time, for they depended on 
totally different sources of water—Egypt on the 
Nile and Palestine on local rainfall. 


“51 Manasseh sounds like and may be derived from the Hebrew for forget. 


1No, my lord!" 
vant have come to i oo. 
of one man, Your servants are 
pies,” 

"Not" he said to them. “You 
where our land is unprotected.’ te 

But they replied, “Your servants 
brothers, the sons of one man, inh ves in tap 
land of Canaan, The youngest in now with our 
father, and one is no more! per 

NJoneph paid to them, “It is just aw 1, 

You are spies! !8And this is how you willl » 
As surely a8 Pharaoh lives, you will not leave this 
eben Upp) brother comes here, — 
end one of your number to get your brother; 
test of you will be kept in prison, so pine 
words may be tested to see if you are 
truth, If you are not, then as surely as 
lives, you are spies!” 17And he put them all 
custody for three days. , 
1#On the third day, Joseph said to them, “Do 
this and you will live, for I fear God: 19If you are 
honest men, let one of your brothers stay here in 
prison, while the rest of you go and take grain back 
for your starving households, 20But you must 
bring your youngest brother to me, so that your 
words may be verified and that you may not die,” 
This they proceeded to do. 

21They said to one another, “Surely we are being 
punished because of our brother. We saw how — 
distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his 
life, but we would not listen; that’s why this dis- 
tress has come upon us.” 

Reuben replied, “Didn't I tell you not to sin 
against the boy? But you wouldn’t listen! Now we 
must give an accounting for his blood.” They did 
not realize that Joseph could understand them, 
since he was using an interpreter, 

24He turned away from them and began to 
weep, but then turned back and spoke to them 
again. He had Simeon taken from them and bound | 
before their eyes. oA 

25Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with pes 
to put each man’s silver back in his sack, and to 
give them provisions for their journey. After this 
was done for them, 26they loaded their grain on 
their donkeys and left. $ 

27At the place where they stopped for the 1 
one of them opened his sack to get feed for u 
donkey, and he saw his silver in the mouth of 
sack, 28“My silver has been returned,” he said to 
his brothers. “Here it is in my sack.” m 

Their hearts sank and they turned to each other 
trembling and said, “What is this that God has 
done to us?” 

29When they came to their father Jacob in the 
land of Canaan, they told him all that had hap- 
pened to them. They said, "The man who is lord 
over the land spoke harshly to us and treated usa 
though we were spying on the land. 3!But we said 
to him, ‘Weare honest men; we are not spies. > 
were twelve brothers, sons of one father. Oneis 
more, and the youngest is now with our father 
Canaan.’ 7 


52 Ephraim sounds like the Hebrew for twice fruifful. 


* ine lens 
were emptying ther sacks, there in. 
sack wes his pooch of silver! When 
cher sw the money pouches, they 


‘Miy son will not go down there 
wther 1s dead and he ts the only one 


grove’ i sorrow 
The Secund Journey to Egypt 
‘Lowe the tamune was sdill severe in the land. 


when they had eaten all the grain they 
om Egypt. their father said to them, 


not see my face again unless 
b with you” 4If you will send our 
soothe: along with us, we will go down and buy 

v ou will not send him, we will 


‘Why did you bring this trouble 
dang the man you had another broth- 


‘The man questioned us closely 
family. ‘Is your father still 


udzh said to Israel his father, “Send the 
me and we will go at once, so that 
hildren may live and not die. 
antee his safety; you can hold 
sponsible for him. If | do not bring 
here before you, | will 
r i my life. 10As it is, if 
deisyed, we could have gone and re- 


S 282 gift—a Little balm anda little honey, 
some spaces and myrrh, some pistachio nuts and 
“Take double the amount of silver with 
ou must return the silver that was put 
your sacks. Perhaps it was 


°28 Hebrew Sheol 


ace. 


back mc 


the mouths « 


On are apes Fees 


“14 Hebrew E)-Shuaddai 


GENESIS 43:30 


a mistake. !5Take your brother also and go back to” 
the man at once. may God Al n 

you mercy before the man so that he will let your 
other brother and Benjamin come back with you, 
‘As for me, if lam bereaved, 1am bereaved.” 
amount of silver, and Benjamin also. hurried 


the ailver that was put back into our sacks the first 
time. He wants to attack us and overpower us and 
seize ws as slaves anil las On GPSS OE en 

19S0 went up to Joseph’s . : 
ae 4 entrance to the house. 


with us. 2We have also brought 
with us to buy food. We don’t know 4,0 put our 
silver in our sacks.” é ge 
23"lt's all right,” he said. “Don’t be afraid. Your 


The steward took the men into Joseph's house, 
gave them water to wash their feet and provided 
fodder for their donkeys. They prepared their 
gifts for Joseph's arrival atnoon, because they had 
heard that they were to eat there. ¢ 

2When Joseph came home, they presented to 
him the gifts they had brought into the house, and 
they bowed down before him to the ground. 27He 
asked them how they were, and then he said, 
“How is your aged father you told me about? Is he 
still living?’ 

2sThey “Your servant our father is still 
alive and well.” And they bowed low to pay him 
honor. 

29As he looked about and saw his brother Benja- 
min, his own mother’s son, he asked, “Is this your _ 
youngest brother, the one you told me about?” 
And he said, “God be gracious to you, my son.” 
Deeply moved at the sight of his brother, Joseph 


43:11 A Gift for the Egyptian 
Ruler 


GENESIS 43:31 


hurried out and looked for a place to weep. He 
went into his private room and wept there. 
31After he had washed his face, he came out 
and, controlling himself, said, “Serve the food.” 
32They served him by himself, the brothers by 
themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him 
by themselves, because Egyptians could not eat 
with Hebrews, for that is detestable to Egyptians. 
33The men had been seated before him in the order 
of their ages, from the firstborn to the youngest; 
and they looked at each other in astonishment. 
34When portions were served to them from Jo- 
seph’s table, Benjamin's portion was five times as 
much as anyone else's. So they feasted and drank 
freely with him. 


44 


A Silver Cup in a Sack 
4 Now Joseph gave these instructions to the 
steward of his house: “Fill the men’s sacks 
with as much food as they can carry, and puteach 
man’s silver in the mouth of his sack. 2Then put 
my cup, the silver one, in the mouth of the youn- 
gest one’s sack, along with the silver for his grain.” 
And he did as Joseph said. : 
3As morning dawned, the men were sent on 
their way with their donkeys. 4They had not gone 
far from the city when Joseph said to his steward, 
‘Go after those men at once, and when you catch 
up with them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid 
good with evil? 5Isn’t this the cup my master 
drinks from and also uses for divination? This is a 
wicked thing you have done.’ ” 
6When he caught up with them, he repeated 
these words to them. 7But they said to him, “Why 
does my lord say such things? Far be it from your 
ervants to do anything like that! 8We even 
brought back to you from the Jand of Canaan the 
ilver we found inside the mouths of our sacks: So 
would we steal silver or gold from your mas- 
s house? Sf any of your servants is found to 
e it, he will die; and the rest of us will become 
lord’s slaves.” 
“Very well, then,” he said, “let it be as you 
Whoever is found to have it will become my 
lave; the rest of you will be free from blame.” 
Each of them quickly lowered his sack to the 
ground and opened it. 12Then the steward pro- 
eded to search, beginning with the oldest and 
jing with the youngest. And the cup was found 
Benjamin’s sack. 13At this, they tore their 
thes. Then they all loaded their donkeys and 
returned to the city. 
Joseph was still in the house when Judah and 
hers came in, and they threw themselves to 
round before him. 15Joseph said to them, 


TT 


43:32 Prejudice 

Despite his high rank, Joseph still felt Egyptian 

prejudice: they would not eat at the same table 
with a Hebrew. Chapter 46 (verses 33-34) adds 
‘hat Egyptians detested shepherds—and 


herded sheep, 
ee 


also in verse 31 


17But Je h . 
a thing! Only the man wh 


vants, ‘Do you have a ror 
we answered, ‘We have an age 
is a young son born to him in 
brother is dead, and he is the 
mother’s sons left, and his father lo 
21’Then you said to your servants, 
down to me so! can see him for myself. 
said to my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his fz 
he leaves him, his father will ’ BBui 
your servants, ‘Unless your 
comes down with you, you 
again.’ 24When we went back to your servant 
father, we told him what my lord had said, 
"Then our father said, ‘Go back and buy alittle 
more food.’ 26But we said, ‘We cannot ga doy 
Only if our youngest brother is with us 1 
We cannot see the man’s face unless our you 
brother is with us.’ Ye TE 
27Your servant my father said to us, “You kno 
that my wife bore me two sons. 28One of 
went away from me, and I said, “He has su 3 
been torn to pieces.” And I have not seen him 
since. 27If you take this one from me too and harm 
comes to him, you will bring my gray head down 
to the grave? in misery.’ culls ghey 
30So now, if the boy is not with us when I g¢ 
back to your servant my father and if my 
whose life is closely bound up with the 2 
31sees that the boy isn’t there, he will die. ol 
servants will bring the gray head of our father 
down to the grave in sorrow. 32Your servant guar- 
anteed the boy’s safety to my father. I said, ‘If1 do 
not bring him back to you, I will bear the blame 


s 
‘ 


my father.” 


Joseph Makes Himself Known 
4 Then Joseph could no longer 

before all his attendants, and he cried out, 
“Have everyone leave my presence!” So there was 


one with Joseph when he made himself : 
fo his brothers. 2And he wept so loudly that 
gyptians heard him, and Pharaoh's 


E 
heard about it. ' 


Hone ph onl to hie brother, “Tan Josepht Ie my 
HIE Ving? Hit hie brothers were not able 
ewer hin, becauee they were terited at hie 
wowenee 

: Then Joep nated to hie brothers, “Come done 
wy had done eo, he aaid, “Tam 
ph, the one you sold into Bgyptt! 

Sand now, ¢ be dletreased and do not be 

annry with yourwelves (or selling me here, because 

it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you 

“Por (wo years now there hae been famine in the 

land, and for the next five years there will not be 

plowing and reaping. But God sent me ahead of 
you (0 preserve for you a remnant on earth and to 
save your liven by a great deliverance 

“So then, iLway not you who sent me here, but 

God He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his 
entire household and rulvr of all Egypt. (Now hur 
ty back to my father and say to him, This is what 
your #0n Jon ys God has made me lord of all 
Exypt Come down to me; don’t delay. You shall 
live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, 
your children and grandchildren, your flocks and 
herds, and all you have, U1 will provide for you 
there, because five years of famine are still to 
come. Otherwise you and your household and all 
who belong to you will become destitute,’ 

R’You can see for yourselves, and so can my 
brother Benjamin, that it is really | who am speak- 
ing to you, Tell my father about all the honor 
accorded me in Egypt and about everything you 
have seen. And bring my father down here 
quickly.” 

“Then he threw his arms around his brother 
Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced him, 
weeping. And he kissed all his brothers and 
wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked 
with him 

‘When the news reached Pharaoh’s palace that 
Joseph’s brothers had come, Pharaoh and all his 
officials were pleased. !7Pharaoh said to Joseph, 
“Tell your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your animals 
and return to the land of Canaan, !8and bring your 
father and your families back to me. I will give you 
the best of the land of Egypt and you can enjoy the 
fat of the land.’ 

'You are also directed to tell them, ‘Do this: 
Take some carts from Egypt for your children and 
your wives, and get your father and come. 20Never 
mind about your belongings, because the best of 
all Egypt will be yours.’ ” 

21So the sons of Israel did this. Joseph gave them 


SU EEE 
45:2 Weeping and Terror 

This is one of the Bible’s most pereely, Fmauonal 
scenes: it shows Joseph weeping so loudly people 
heard it in the next room, and Joseph’s brothers 
speechless with terror and guilt. Though the 
moment ended with embraces and kissing (14,15), 
years later the brothers were still afraid of 
revenge (50;15). 
ee 
47 Or save you as a great bind of survivors 


Syriac (see also 1 Chron. 7:1); Masoretic Text Puvah 
26:24 and 1 Chron. 7:1); Masoretic Text lob 
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bread and other provisions for 
he sent his brothers away, 
ing he said to them, “Don’t quarrel on 
280 they went up out of Egypt and 
father Jacob in the land of Canaan. 
him, “Joseph is still alive! In fact, he is 
Egypt.” Jacob was stunned; he 
them, 2/But when they told him 
had said to them, and when he 


father Jacob revived. And Israel said, “V’ 
vinced! My son Joseph is still alive. 1 will 
see him before I die.” 


Jacob Goes to Egypt 
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rifices to the God of his father Isaac. 

2And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and 
said, “Jacob! Jacob!” 

“Here | am,” he replied, J 

1 am God; the God of your father,” he said. 
“Do not be afraid to go down to for I will 


make you into a great nation there. ‘will go down 
to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring you back 
again. And Joseph’s own hand will close your 
eyes.” ‘ 


‘Then Jacob left Beersheba, and Israel's sons 
took their father Jacob and their children and their 
wives in the carts that Pharaoh had sent to trans- 
Port him. 6They also took with them their livestock 
and the possessions they had acquired in Canaan, 
and Jacob and all his offspring went to Egypt. 7He 
took with him to Egypt his sons and grandsons 
and his daughters and granddaughters—all his 
offspring. 


SThese are the names of the sons of Israel Jacob 
and his descendants) who went to Egypt: 5 
Reuben the firstborn of Jacob. in 
9The sons of Reuben: 2 


Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron and Carmi. 

\0The sons of Simeon: r 
Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar and 
Shaul the son of a Canaanite woman. 

'UThe sons of Levi: » 


t 


Gershon, Kohath and Merari. 
2The sons of Judah: i : ra 
Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez and Zerah (but 
Er and Onan had died in the land of Ca- 
Naan). P " 
The sons of Perez: Veet 
Hezron and Hamul. yee 
13The sons of Issachar: aM 
Tola, Puah,< Jashub4 and Shimron. 
14The sons of Zebulun: 7 stg 
(about 3.5 kilograms) ©13. Samaritan | 
se Sgt man a 


GE SIS 46:15 46 
Sered, Elon and Jahleel. be allowed to settle i - 
i These were the sons Leah bore to Jacob in shepherds are Eeeesesion of 


to the 
Paddan Aram," besides his daughter Dinah, Joseph ayeh A A 
i went and told Pharaoh, “My father 
These sons and daughters of his were thirty-th 
in all By lose and brothers, with their flocks and herds 


5 
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) 
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\eThe sons of Gad land of Canaan and are now in Goshen.” 2He 
Zephon.! Hass, Shuni, Ezbon, Er feats five of his brothers and Presented thenuiag 
Arodi and Areli rae hs 

iethesora GhAaenn 3Pharaoh asked the brothers, “What is your oc- 
Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi and Beriah, ree... shepherds,” they 
shag seen pd Soak Pharaoh, “just as our fathers were.” ‘They al 

he sons of Beriah: said to him, “We ive here awhile, 
Heber and Malkiel heartbeat 2 


because the famine is severe in Canaan and 
'sThese were the children born to Jacob by Zil- servants’ flocks have no pasture. So now, bie 
pah, whom Laban had given to his daughter Leah _ let your servants settle in Goshen.” : 


sixteen in all 5Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your 


The sons of Jacob's wife Rachel: ae piers | saat Eee 
Joseph and Benjamin. 20In Egypt, Ma- inithe bea partof Rea rae eae in Go- 
hassel and Ephraim were born to Joseph shen. And if you know of any among them with 
Kh fess nath daughter of Potiphera, priest special ability; put them in charge of my own live- 

21The sons of Benjamin: 7Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in and 
Bela, Beker, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, presented him before Pharaoh. After 
Rosh, Muppim, Huppim and Ard. 


b blesseds Pharaoh, Pharaoh asked him, “How old 
221 hese were the sons of Rachel who were born are you?” 


to Jacob—fourteen in all, °And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my 


The s pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty, My years 
at Par have been few and difficult, and they do not equal 

PN Rk Z the years of the pilgrimage of my fathers.” 10Then 

“The sons of Naphtali Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from his 
Jahziel, Guni, Jezer and Shillem. 


presence. 
*5These were the sons born to Jacob by Bilhah, 11S0 Joseph settled his father and his brothers in 
whom Laban had given to his daughter Rachel— Egypt and gave them property in the best part of 
seven in all. the land, the district of Rameses, as Pharaoh di- 
2% se W! i rected. 12joseph also provided his father and his 
those who were his ect esters noteounk: brothers and al is father's househld ih food, 
ing his sons’ wives—numbered sixty-six persons. according to the number of their children. 
2’With the two sonsé who had been born to Joseph Joseph and the Famine ha 
eenroe Ritts eta savenipetiak be rg lsThere was no food, however, in the whole 
“BYPly 3 region because the famine was severe; both Egypt 
28Now Jacob sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph and Canaan wasted away because of the famine. 
to get directions to Goshen. When they arrived in \sJoseph collected all the money that was to be 
the region of Goshen, Joseph had his chariot found in Egypt and Canaan in payment for the 
made ready and went to Goshen to meet his father grain they were buying, and he broughtit to Phar- 
Israel. As soon as Joseph appeared before him, he _aoh’s palace. 5When the money of the people of 
threw his arms around his fatherf and wept for a Egypt and Canaan was gone, all Egypt came to 


long time Joseph and said, “Give us food. Why should we 
¥Israel said to Joseph, “Now Iam ready to die, _ die before your eyes? Our money is used up.”” 
since I have seen for myself that you are still alive.” 16Then bring your livestock,” said Joseph. “I 


31Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his _ will sell you food in exchange for your livestock, 
father’s household, “I will go up and speak to since your money is gone.” 17So they brought their 
Pharaoh and will say to him, ‘My brothersandmy _ livestock to Joseph, and he gave them food in ex- 
father’s household, who were living in the land of _ change for their horses, their sheep and goats, 
Canaan, have come to me. 32The men afte shep- _ their cattle and donkeys. And he brought them 
herds; they tend livestock, and they have brought Fage ne et with food in exchange for all 
along their flocks and herds and everything they eir livestock. 
neh 33When Pharaoh calls you in and asks, 18When that year was over, they came to him the 
‘What is your occupation?’ 4you should answer, _ following yearand said, “We cannot hide from our 
‘Your servants have tended livestock from our lord the fact that since our money is gone and our 
boyhood on, just as our fathers did.’ Then you will _ livestock belongs to you, there is nothing left for 
#15 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia $16 Samaritan Pentateuch and Septuagint (see also Num. 26:15); Masoretic Text Ziphion. is 


«20 That is, Heliopolis 427 Hebrew; Septuagint the mine children (27 Hebrew (see also Exodus 1:5 and footnote); 
(see also Acts 7:14) seventy-five /29 Hebrew around him £7 Or greeted "10 Or said farewell to 
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and our land. Why 


our lord except our bodies 
should we perish before your eyes—we and our 
and our land in exchange for 


land os well? Buy us 


a ve with our land will be in bondage to 
Pharaoh. Give us seed So that we may live and not 
fie, and that the land may not become desolate. 

Sc. Joseph bought all the land in Egypt for 
The Egyptians, one and all, sold their 
fields, because the famine was too severe for them. 
The land became Pharaoh's, 2land Joseph reduced 
the people to servitude,“ from one end of Egypt to 
the other. 22However, he did not buy the land of 
the priests, because they received a regular allot- 
ment from Pharaoh and had food enough from the 
allotment Pharaoh gave them. That is why they 


did not sell their land 
23Joseph said to the people, “Now that I have 


bought you and your land today for Pharaoh, here 
is seed for you so you can plant the ground. 24But 
when the crop comes in, give a fifth of it to Phar- 
aoh. The other four-fifths you may keep as seed for 
the fields and as food for yourselves and your 
households and your children.” 
25"You have saved our lives,” they said. ‘May 
we find favor in the eyes of our lord; we will be in 
bondage to Pharaoh.’ 
26So Joseph established it as a law concerning 
land in Egypt—still in force today—that a fifth of 
the produce belongs to Pharaoh, It was only the 
land of the priests that did not become Pharaoh's. 
27Now the Israelites settled in Egypt in the re- 
gion of Goshen. They acquired property there and 
were fruitful and increased greatly in number. 
28Jacob lived in Egypt seventeen years, and the 
years of his life were a hundred and forty-seven. 
29When the time drew near for Israel to die, he 
called for his son Joseph and said to him, “If | have 
found favor in your eyes, put your hand under my 
thigh and promise that you will show me kindness 
and faithfulness. Do not bury me in Egypt, but 
when I rest with my fathers, carry me out of Egypt 
and bury me where they are buried.” 
“T will do as you say,” he said. 
31”"Swear to me,” he said. Then Joseph swore to 
him, and Israel worshiped as he leaned on the top 


of his staff. 


Manasseh and Ephraim 
4 Some time later Joseph was told, “Your fa- 
ther is ill.” So he tock his two sons Ma- 
nasseh and Ephraim along with him. ?When Jacob 
was told, ‘Your son Joseph has come to you,”’ 
Israel rallied his strength and sat up on the bed. 
Yacob said to Joseph, “God Almightye ap- 
peared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and 
there he blessed me 4and said to me, ‘I am going to 
make you fruitful and will increase your numbers. 
I will make you a community of peoples, and | will 
give this land as an everlasting possession to your 
descendants after you.’ 
5’Now then, your two sons born to you in Egypt 
before I came to you here will be reckoned as mine; 
Ephraim and Manasseh will be mine, just as Reu- 
ben and Simeon are mine. “Any children born to 


food. 


“21 Samaritan Pentateuch and Septuagint (see also Vulgate); Masoretic Text and he moved the people into the cities 
47 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia 


down at the head of his bed ‘3 Hebrew El-Shaddai 


GENESIS 48:18 


you after them will be yours; in the territory they 


inherit they will be reckoned under the names of 
their brothers. 7As I was returning from Paddan,4 
to my sorrow Rachel died in the land of Canaan 
while we were still on the way, a little distance 
frém Ephrath. So I buried her there beside the road 
to Ephrath” (that is, Bethlehem). 
8When Israel saw the sons of Joseph, he asked, 
“Who are these?” 
9%”’They are the sons God has given me here,” 
Joseph said to his father. ? 
Then Israel said, “Bring them to me so | may 
bless them,” 
10Now Israel’s eyes were failing because of old 
age, and he could hardly see. So Joseph brought 
his sons close to him, and his father kissed them 
and embraced them. 
lJsrael said to Joseph, “I never expected to see 
your face again, and now God has allowed me to 
see your children too.” 
2Then Joseph removed them from Israel's _ 
knees and bowed down with his face to the 
ground. !3And Joseph took both of them, Ephraim 
on his right toward Israel's left hand and Ma- 
nasseh on his left toward Israel's right hand, and 
brought them close to him, !4But Israel reached out 
his right hand and put it on Ephraim’s head, 
though he was the younger, and crossing his 
arms, he put his left hand on Manasseh’s head, 
even though Manasseh was the firstborn. 
15Then he blessed Joseph and said, 


“May the God before whom my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac walked, 

the God who has been my shepherd 
all my life to this day, 

16the Angel who has delivered me from all harm 

—may he bless these boys. 

May they be called by my name 
and the names of my fathers Abraham and 

Isaac, 

and may they increase greatly 

upon the earth.” 


17When Joseph saw his father placing his right 
hand on Ephraim’s head he was displeased; so he 
took hold of his father’s hand to move it from 
Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head, !8Joseph said 


48:14 The Younger Brother— 
Again 
Jacob gave his firstborn blessings to the younger 
of Joseph’s boys, just as had been done for Isaac 
over Ishmael, for Jacob over Esau, and for Joseph 
over Reuben. In adopting both Manasseh and 
Ephraim as his own sons, Jacob was also giving 
Joseph’s family a double share in the 
inheritance—these two grandsons would each 
receive a full share along with Jacob’s other 11 
sons, The “12 tribes” of israel were the offspring 
of Jacob's sons; substituting Manasseh and 
Ephraim for Joseph made a total of 13. 
a 
*31 Or Israel bowed 


ins, 


GENESIS 48:19 “a 

>t “No. my father, this one is the firstborn; 
sek your nght hand on his head.” 

iBur his father refused and said, know, my 
son. URnow, He too will become a people, and he 
too will become great. Nevertheless, his younger 
brother will be greater than he, and his descend> 
ants will become a group of nations, "20H, blessed 
them that day and said, si 


In yours name will Israel pronounce this 
blessing: 
May God make you like Ephraim and 
Manasseh.” 


So he put Ephraim ahead of Manasseh, 

*'Then Israel said to Joseph, ‘Tam about to die, 
but God will be with you® and take you back to 
the land of your’ fathers. 2And to you, as one 
who is over your brothers, I give the ridge of lande 
ees from the Amonites with my sword and my 

OW: 


Jacob Blesses His Sons - 


4 Then Jacob called for his sons and said: 
“Gather around so I can tell you what will 
happen to you in days to come. 
2"Assemble and listen, sons of Jacob; 
listen to your father Israel. 


3"Reuben, you are my firstborn, 
my might, the first sign of my strength, 
excelling in honor, excelling in power. 
*Turbulent as the waters, you will no longer 
excel, 
for you went up onto your father's bed, 
onto my couch and defiled it. 


>"Simeon and Levi are brothers— 
their swords# are weapons of violence. 
6Let me not enter their council, 
let me not join their assembly, 
for they have killed men in their anger 
and hamstrung oxen as they pleased. 
7Cursed be their anger, so fierce, 
and their fury, so cruel! 
I will scatter them in Jacob 
and disperse them in Israel. 


§Judah,* your brothers will praise you; 
your hand will be on the neck of your 
enemies; 
your father’s sons will bow down to you.” ~ 
You are a lion's cub, O Judah; sb 
you return from the prey, my son. 
Like a lion he crouches and lies down, 
like a lioness—who dares to rouse him? 
10The scepter will not depart from Judah, 
nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, _ 
until he comes to whom it belongsf ‘ 
and the obedience of the nations is his. _ " 
11He will tether his donkey to a vine, 7 
his colt to the choicest branch; > 4a i ; 
2 *21 The Hebrew is «22 ¢ toy 
Srila He ne larungf the Hebe for Gin tots len Or a 
for praise 110 Or uni Se comes st econ aI . 
» 5 comers ‘means 
po Mon Orne ies eatedene "22 Or joseph is a wild colt, a 
*23,24 Or archers will attack... will shoot .. well remain’... wxil stay 


426 Or the one separated from 


The Death of Jacob 4 
» deny Qvese invateuetiona: “Dam 
aT HEN he gave he co mw people, Bary me with. 
> aanere ve i the Belt of Bphron the 
M Nene « iy the Geld of Machpelah, near 
ve on Canaan, WHER Abraham bought as a 
wm Bphron the Hittite, along with 
There Abraham and his wite Sarah 
wat there Isaac and his wife Rebekah 
wed, and there [ buried Leah, “The field 
we in it were bought from the Hittites," 

YWhen heoot had finished giving instructions to 
his sons he clrew his feet up into the bed, breathed 
his last and was gathered to his people. 

Joseph threw himself upon his father and 
50 wept over him and kissed him, *Then Jo- 
seph directed the physicians in his service to em» 
balm his father Israel, So the physicians embalmed 
hum. “taking @ full forty days, for that was the time 
required for embalming, And the Egyptians 
mourned for him seventy days. 

«When the days of mourning had passed, Jo- 
seph sand to Pharaoh's court, “Lf have found favor 
in your eyes, speak to Pharaoh for me, Tell him, 
‘My father made me swear an oath and said, “I 
am about to die; bury me in the tomb I dug for 
the land of Canaan.” Now let me go up 
my father; then I will return.’ ” 

Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury your father, as 
t de you swear to do. g 

7So Joseph went up to bury his father. All Phar- 
aoh's officials accompanied him—the dignitaries 
of his court and all the dignitaries of Egypt— ®be- 
sides al] the members of Joseph's household and 
his brothers and those belonging to his father’s 
household. Only their children and their flocks 
and herds were left in Goshen. 9Chariots and 
horsemen? also went up with him, It was a very 
large company. 

‘When they reached the threshing floor of 
Atad, near the Jordan, they lamented loudly and 
bitterly; and there Joseph observed a seven-day 
penod of mourning for his father. !!When the Ca- 


about ty be gate 


50:3 An Egyptian Funeral 

Joseph's political importance is underlined by this 
elaborate embalming procedure for his father. 
Jacob’s mourning period was only two days 
shorter than that given for a Pharaoh. All the 
court dignitaries went along for the funeral, a 
substantial journey (verse 7). 
SE 


+32 Or the soms of Heth °9 Or charioteers 
his 


a 


GENESIS 50:26 


naanites who lived (here eaw the mourning at the 
threnhing floor of Atad, they said, “The Egyptians 
are holding @ solemn ceremony of mourning.” 
That is why that place near the Jordan is 


* Abel Mierain.« 


So Jacob's sons did as he had commanded 
them: 'They carried him to the land of Canaan 
and buried him in the cave in the fleld of Mach= 
pelah, near Mamre, which Abraham had bought 
as a burial place from Ephron the Hittite, al 
with the fleld, “After burying his father, J 
returned to Egypt, together with his brothers and 
all the others who had gone with him to bury his 
father, 


Joseph Reassures His Brothers 


18When Joseph's brothers saw that their father 
was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a 
grudge against us and pays us back for all the 
wrongs we did to him?” !6So they sent word to 
Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions 
before he died: !7’This is what you are to say to 
Joseph: | ask you to forgive your brothers the sins 
and the wrongs they committed in treating you so 
badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants 
of the God of your father.’ When their message 
came to him, Joseph wept. \ 

I8His brothers then came and threw themselves 
down before him. “We are your slaves,” they said, 

19But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am 
lin the place of God? 20You intended to harm me, 
but God intended it for good to accomplish what is 
now being done, the saving of many lives. 21S0 
then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and 
your children.” And he reassured them and spoke 
kindly to them. t t 


* The Death of Joseph 


<11 Abel Mizraim means mourning of the Egyptians, 


~" 

2Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his fa- 
ther’s family. He lived a hundred and ten years 
23and saw the third generation of Ephraim’s chil- 
dren. Also the children of Makir son of Manasseh 
were placed at birth on Joseph’s knees.4 

24Then Joseph said to his brothers, “1 am about 
to die. But God will surely come to your aid and 
take you up out of this land to the land he prom- 
ised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 5And 
Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an oath and 
said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then 


you must carry my bones up from this place.’” 


26So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. 
And afier they embalmed him, he was placed in a 
coffin in Egypt- F 


“23 That is, were counted as 


; + 1 Nes 
2 s2id, “I have indeed seen the misery of ‘Egypt. } 
~:ause of their slave drivers, and | am p fabas eity 5 
- ning stirs 2 nation’s blood like a liberator. India called an 
N Gandhi “Mahatma” tor "the great one”? for leading his 
2—and more. 


Jews, one liberator named N 
The Bible devotes one-eighth of its pages to the story of Moses’ time 
wo-thirds the length of the entire New Testament). And when Jesus 
who set all humanity free, the New Testament reached back 
3:1-6). 


Bondage in Egypt S : 
The time was ripe for a liberator. Genesis closed with b 
in the opening scene of Exodus, 350 years later, hundreds o! 
toiling on Pharaoh's hu; snestructon pines ae as guests but ; 
One particularly ruthless pharaoh the murder of all male 
setting the stage for one of the great ironies of history. Moses’ 
basket among the grasses of a swamp. There, the tiny baby 
daughter. The very edict intended to destroy the Jews led to their 
Adopted into the palace, Moses got the benefit of a superb classical 
upbringing was balanced by Jewish nurture: in another striking irony, 
Moses’ own mother to nurse him. The son of slaves, yet brought ' 
prepared for his eventual of making a nation out of a diso 
His career had to wait, though, for a period of humbling in the: ‘ 
brash, self-confident man who liked to take matters into his own hands. F 
reluctantly returned, with little besides a stick and a donkey. 


Free at Last . 
The jews had endured nearly four centuries of oppression before: 
we know, during those years they received no direct communication 
must have seemed silent. ut 
Moses faced a formidable challenge. Somehow he had to earn the tr 
inspire hope in them so that could indeed throw off their chains. 
had not forgotten them. When the time was right, God unleashed 
that brought a crue! pharaoh to his convinced the Is 
for them. ee 
God used Moses in remarkable ways. He was the tae 
miracles. He met God in intimate ways no other human. 
of 2 good portion of the Old Testament. But in Jewish history he ez 
liberator. He led the march from slavery to freedom, from Egypt 


How to Read E cOa 


£xodus divides neatly into two parts. The first 20 chap 
like an exciting novel. Everything else in the Old Testa 
exodus—these 20 chapters si cannot be missed. 

As you read Exodus, look for i lessor i 
life of Moses, one of a handful of truly great 


norializes Simon Bolivar. For tl 


Fuel Laie aoa 


TN es 
51 


an important tead 
jal in the Bible 


God that have nv t 
{ itair mut hy material about the 
surance d 
Pei e ee ible except the Gospel 


any par 
er hot should the Irae! 


he lyst 20 chapters mainly cons! 
lite of the nation, Read them to note 
an entire culture 

The instructions are usually clustere 


nature of God, Search for each 

txodus shows 4 greater proportion of miracles—direct upernatural acts of 
Is, Why were these miracles 

lites have learned from them? Did they? 

ist of laws and regulations, given at Mount Sinai, to govern the 

the concerns and priorities Important to God a 


EXODUS 1:14 


ership principle, and chapters 42-35 include encounters and conversations with 


@ where God 


done? Can you see 


¢ designs 


din groups, encompassing every area of life: 4 


1, Moral rules, such as the Ten Commandments 
2. Civil and social rules, much like a criminal code 


See “A National 


greater than Moses: Jesus Christ 
symbols that apply to Jesus’ life, as sh 
includes a brief but powerful comment 


4. Religious and ceremonial rules for the Jews. 
Law Library,” page 104, for more information on these 
The religious rituals with their many sacrifices and festivals seem stran; 
but they were not at all unusual then, Also, they prepared the way for a 
You will need study books and commentaries to find 
own, for example, in the Passover, Fortunately, the Bible 
tary in Hebrews (see especially Hebrews 7-10.), This book 


laws, 

e to modern Westerners, 
edeemer who was 

all the 


should be read alongside Exodus and the three books that follow. 


PLANS FOR READING EXODUS 


PLAN 1: An Overview of Exodus in 5 Days 


[| Day 1. Read the Introduction to Exodus and then chapter 3, God's call of Moses. 
[J Day 2. Read chapter 10 and the very brief chapter 11; they record three of the ten 


plagues against Egypt. 


(1) Day 3. Read chapter 14, which contains the excitin, 
() Day 4, Read the Ten Commandments as recorded 
chapter 19 gives the dramatic | 


{J Day 5. Read chapter 32. It records ti 


become a characteristic of the Israelites: mass rebellion, 
060708090 010 20136 140 150 160) 17 


PLAN 2: All of Exodus in 39 Days 
{ 


i story of crossing the Red Sea. 
in chapter 20, (If you have time, 
for these laws.) 

e most striking example of what was to 
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The Israelites Oppressed 


These are the names of the sons of Israel who 
went to Egypt with Jacob, each with his family: 
2Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah; 4Issachar, 
Zebulun and Benjamin; ‘Dan and Naphtali; Gad 
and Asher. 5The descendants of Jacob numbered 
seventy“ in all; Joseph was already in Egypt. 
6Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that 
generation died, 7but the Israelites were fruitful 
and multiplied greatly and became exceedingly 
numerous, so that the land was filled with them, 
’Then a new king, who did not know about 
Joseph, came to power in Egypt. 9Look,” he said 


to his people, “the Israelites have become much 
too numerous for us, !0Come, we must ‘deal 
shrewdly with them or they will become even 
more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join 
our enemies, fight against us and leave the coun- 
try.” 


So they put slave masters over them to op- 
press them with forced labor, and they built Pith- 
om and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh, But 
the more they were oppressed, the more they mul- 
tiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread 
the Israelites Mand worked them ruthlessly, 
‘They made their lives bitter with hard labor 
brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in the 


45 Magoretic Text (see alvo Gen, 46:27); Dead Sea Scrolls and Septuagint (see also Acts 7/14 and note at Gen, 46:27) seventy-five 


EVODUS bIS 


hem, “Why have 
boys live?” 

Hebrew 
women; they are 
© the midwives ar- 


the midwives and the 


nk of the Nile. #His 
see what would hap- 


ter went down to the 


Tharaoh’s daughter, 
wf the Hebrew women to 


dzughter and he became her 
Mioses.? saying, “I drew him 


lero sours Like he Heme oe ar ier See 


a 


father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led 


3; Nore Mosce was sete Sock of as 


the flock to the far side of the desert and came to _ 
Horeb, thé mountain of God. 7There the angel of _ 
the Loxp appeared to him in flames of fire 
within a bush. Moses saw that though the 
was on fire it did not burn up. 9So Moses thought, 
“I will go over and see this strange sight—why the 
bush does not burn up.” ; 
“When the Lorp saw that he had T 
look, God called to him from within the 
“Moses! Moses!” 


; 


Ver martctittie. Air (he pla Where yO Men ata reliny 
Ye holy grid PP en Te nate baat the Gael a 
Your father (he Cad at Abrahant (ve Cae ot Taq 
HEH Go rE aE Hien AE Ue Maen Hie Hie aoe 
Hresannie He twee afveted fe hienhe at Cine 


Tire Lod ental TP Navee Hivtemel mmr Uve iilaeny 
SEM pep IEP E TE have Teand then caving 
SOT Decale OF Then aliwe URIVerE and Tan con 
eerie about (het suffering. MeL have come 
drown fo fresene then fron the hand af the Epp: 
fare ane to Bele Chen up ont at that land tite a 
dekh aril specious lane, a lane Mowing with milk 


the hone af the Canamnites, Pittes, 
eifes, Hivites and Jebiaiten, “And 
tes Naw reached nie, and t 
have seen the way ¢ WY PCANE Are Opprenalty, 
Sy now, go Lam aenedinge you to Pharaoh 

As MY people the Teewetites out of Egypt! 
Moses said to God, "Who am [that 1 
wuld go ty Phanon and bring the Israelites out of 


and honey 
Anrorttes, Pent 
few the cry an the by 


then 


“Anat God said, “Twill be with you, And thin 
will be the sign to you that itis | who have sent 
you: When you have brought the people out of 
Egypt, your will worship God on. this mountain,” 

‘Moses said to God, Suppose I go to the Israel: 
ites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has 
sent me to you,” and they ask me, ‘What is his 
name” Then what shall I tell them?! 

‘God said to Moses, “lam wito LAM. This is 
what you are to say to the Israelites; ‘1AM has sent 
me to you 

'SGod also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, 
‘The Lorn,« the God of fathers—the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob— 
has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, the 
name by which I am to be remembered from gen- 
eration to generation. 

's"Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to 
them, ‘The Lorp, the God of your fathers—the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob— appeared to 
me and said: | have watched over you and have 
seen what has been done to you in Egypt. 17And I 
have promised to bring you up out of your misery 
in Egypt into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, 
Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—a 
land flowing with milk and honey.’ 

'8*The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then 
you and the elders are to go to the king of Egypt 


3:11 Who, Me? 
Moses had big doubts about his ability to lead. He 
resisted God, bringing up his unworthiness (here) 
and lack of authority (verse 13), his fear of the 
people’s distrust (4:1), his speech difficulties 
(4:10), and sheer cowardice (4:13). The remainder 
of Exodus should give people with similar 
self-doubts great hope, for it traces Moses’ 

| development from this fumbling start to 

is emergence as one of history’s most decisive, 

powerful leaders. 


14 Or | wuz ae WHAT! wate BE 


12 The Hebrew is plural. 
46 The Hebrew word was used 


Hebrew for | amin verse 14. 
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Ave may te Hiner) Te Lerma, tie Clavel ot thine 
}4fgord 4 
eriey Wile Hie emer fey 


Howe. Hae tet with He 
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WHI Het Teh Vert ee elm a PACD baa 
Hi A166 1 Will ebretel eat iy hand apie atria thee 
Hayntione with all the wendere Hat will 
Hert After that, Be will het yond ger, die 


anieny 

MAnd | will Make the Kyyptions 
Howse toward Hie peaple, ae that vhen you lewve 
you WHE nel qo emply handed woman 6 
to ook her neighbor and any women in her 
howe for articles of oilver and gold and for doth 
to, whieh you will ip CN YOUT 8Otin and Anu 
tere, And so you will plunder the Hayptians.” 


Siqne for Moses 


Monen anawerwd, “What if they do not belleve 

me or listen to me and way, “The Lon did not 
appear to you?!’ 

Then the Loup said to him, “What ie that in 
your hand?” ’ 

“A ataft,” he replied, 

‘The Loup said, “Throw it on the ground.” 

Mowen threw it on the ground and it. became a 
snake, and he ran from it, ‘Then the Loup said to 
him, “Reach out your hand and take it by the tail,” 
So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake 
and it turned back into a staff in his hand. “This,” 
said the Lonp, “is #0 that they may believe that the 
Lox, the God of their fathers—the God of Abra- 
ham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has 
appeared to you.” 

‘Then the Lop said, “Put your hand inside 
your cloak.” So Moses put his hand into his cloak, 
and when he took it out, Tt was Jeprous,4 like 
snow. 

7Now put it back into your cloak,” he said, So 
Moses put his hand back into his cloak, and when 
he took it out, it was restored, like the rest of his 
flesh. 

‘Then the Lorp said, “If they do not believe you 
or pay attention to the first miraculous sign, they 
may believe the second. °But if they do not believe 
these two signs or listen to you, take some water 
from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground. The 
water you take from the river will become blood on 
the ground.” 

10Moses said to the Lorp, “O Lord, Ihave never 
been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you 
have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech 
and tongue.” 

The Lorp said to him, “Who gave man his 
mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives 
him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the Lorp? 


2Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you bo 


what to say.’ 

13But Moses said, “O Lord, please send some- 
one else to do it.” . 

\Then the Lorp’s anger burned against Moses 
and he said, “What about your brother, Aaron the 
Levite? I know he can speak well. He is already on 
his way to meet you, and his heart will be glad 
when he sees you. }You shall speak to him and 


“15 The Hebrew for Lon sounds like and may be derived from the _ 
for various diseases affecting the skin—not necessarily leprosy. 


“6 


EXODUS 4:16 


put words in his mouth; I will help both of you 
speak and will teach you what to do. I6He will 
speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he 
were your mouth and as if you were God to him. 
"But take this staf your hand so you can Pper- 
form muraculous signs with it.” 


Moses Returns to Egypt 


'sThen Moses went back to Jethro his father-in- 
law and said to him, “Let me go back to my own 
people in Egypt to see ifany of them are still alive.” 

Jethro said, "Go, and I wish you well.” 

‘SNow the Lorp had said to Moses in Midian, 

Go back to Egypt, for all the men who wanted to 
kill vou are dead.” So Moses took his wife and 
t them on a donkey and started back to 
Egypt. And he took the staff of God in his hand. 

2!The Lorp said to Moses, “When you return to 
Egypt, see that you pertorm before Pharaoh all the 
s | have given you the power to do. But I 
harden his heart so that he will not let the 
le go. °>Then say to Pharaoh, ‘This is what the 
says: Israel is my firstborn son, Zand I told 

Let my son go, so he may worship me.” But 
you refused to let him go; so I will kill your first- 
born son 
t a lodging place on the way, the Lorp met 
Moses? and was about to kill him. 5But Zipporah 
took a flint knife, cut off her son's foreskin and 
touched Moses’, feet with it. “Surely you are a 
bridegroom of blood to me,” she said. 26So the 
Lorp let him alone. (At that time she said “bride- 
groom of blood,” referring to circumcision.) 

>The Lor said to Aaron, “Go into the desert to 
meet Moses.’’ So he met Moses at the mountain of 
God and kissed him. 28Then Moses told Aaron 
everything the Lorp had sent him to say, and also 
about all the miraculous signs he had commanded 
him to perform 


54 


*Moses and Aaron brought together all the el- é 


ders of the Israelites, ®and Aaron told them every- 
thing the Lorp had said to Moses. He also per- 
formed the signs before the people, Sland they 
believed. And when they heard that the Lorp was 
concerned about them and had seen their misery, 
they bowed down and worshiped. 


Bricks Without Straw 


Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh 
5 and said, “This is what the Lorp, the God of 
Israel, says: ‘Let my people go, so that they may 
hold a festival to me in the desert.’ ” 

?Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lorp, that I should 
obey him and let Israel go? 1 do not know the Lorp 
and I will not let Israel go.” 

‘Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has 
met with us. Now let us take a three-day journey 
into the desert to offer sacrifices to the Lorp our 
God, or he may strike us with plagues or with the 
sword.” 

“But the king of Egypt said, ‘Moses and Aaron, 
why are you taking the people away from their 
labor? Get back to your work!” 5Then Pharaoh 
said, ‘Look, the people of the land are now nu- 


#24 Or Moses’ son; Hebrew him *25 Or and drew near 


‘3 Or Almighty, and by my mame the Loro did I not let myself be known to them? aid 


them to the 

same niuaeae of brits ne aoe reduce the 
quota. They are lazy; crying. 
Make the 


out, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God,” 
and pay no attention to lies.” Bs 3 > io 
et 


work harder for the men so that they keep 
‘Then the slave drivers and the foremen 

out and said to the people, “This is what : 

says: ‘I will not give you any more straw. !|Goand 

get your own straw wherever you can find it, but 

your work will not be reduced at all.” 12So the 

People scattered all over Egypt to gather stubble 

use for straw. 13The slave drivers kept | i 

them, saying, “Complete the work required of you 

for each day, just as when you had straw.” 14The 

Israelite foremen appointed by Pharaoh's slave 

drivers were beaten and were asked, “Why didn’t 

you meet your quota of bricks yesterday or today, 

as before?” , 4 
‘Then the Israelite foremen went and 

to Pharaoh: “Why have you treated your serv; 

this way? |Your servants are given no straw, yet 

we are told, ‘Make bricks!’ Your servants are bein 

beaten, but the fault is with your own people. . 
\?Pharaoh said, “Lazy, that’s what you are— 

lazy! That is why you keep saying, ‘Let us go and 

sacrifice to the Lorp.’ 8Now get to work. You will 

not be given any straw, yet you must produce your 

full quota of bricks.” ’ ‘ 

19The Israelite foremen realized they were in 

trouble when they were told, “You are not to 

reduce the number of bricks required of you for 

each day.” 2When they left Pharaoh, they found 

Moses and Aaron waiting to meet them, 2land 

they said, “May the Lorp look upon you and 

judge you! You have made us a stench to Pharaoh 

and his officials and have puta sword in theirhand 

to kill us.” aS) 


God Promises Deliverance ‘oae 


22Moses returned to the Lorp and “0 
Lord, why have you brought trouble or 
people? Is this why you sent me? 3Byver since I 
went to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has 
brought trouble upon this people, and you have 
not rescued your people at all.’” “oe “= 
Then the Lor said to Moses, “Now you will 
see what I will do to Pharaoh: Because of my 
mighty hand he will let them go; because of my 
mighty hand he will drive them out of his coun- 


2God also said to Moses, “I am 
appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God 
Almighty,¢ but by my name the Lorp# I did 
make myself known to them.* 4I also 
my covenant with them to give them the 
Canaan, where they lived as aliens. 
have heard the groaning of the | 


«3 Hebrew El-Shaddai 43 See note at 


the Egyptians are enslaving, and | have remem- 

d my covenant 
ef cde wre, aay to the Israelites: Iam the Logo, 
arid t will bring it from under the yoke of the 
Egyptians. | will (ree you from being slaves to 
them, and | will redeem you with an outstretched 
rm and with mighty acts of judgment. 71 will take 
woe’ n people, and | will be your God 
Phen you will know that Lam the Loa your God, 
who brought you out from under the yoke of the 
Egyptians. %And I will bring you to the land 1 
swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to 
Isaac and to Jacob. | will give it to you as 4 posses- 

sion. am the Loxp 
Mpses reported this to the Israelites, but they 
jid not listen to him because of their discourage- 

ment and cruel bondage 


‘Then the Loxp said to Moses, !!Go, tell Phar- 
20h king of Egypt to let the Israelites go out of his 
‘ountry 

But Moses said to the Lorp, “If the Israelites 
will not listen to me, why would Pharaoh listen to 
me, since | speak with faltering lips?” 


Family Record of Moses and Aaron 


Now the Lorp spoke to Moses and Aaron 
about the Israelites and Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
and he commanded them to bring the Israelites out 
of Egypt 


These were the heads of their families? 


The sons of Reuben the firstborn son of 
Israel were Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron and 
Carmi. These were the clans of Reuben. 

15The sons of Simeon were Jemuel, Jamin, 
Ohad, Jakin, Zohar and Shaul the son of a 
Canaanite woman, These were the clans of 
Simeon. 

16These were the names of the sons of Levi 
according to their records; Gershon, Kohath 
and Merari. Levi lived 137 years. 

\7The sons of Gershon, by clans, were Libni 
and Shimei 

'sThe sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar, 
Hebron and Uzziel. Kohath lived 133 years. 

'The sons of Merari were Mahli and Mu- 
shi 

These were the clans of Levi according to 
their records 


—— 
6:9 Oppressed by Egypt 

With Egypt at the zenith of its power, Pharaoh 
used slaves to build massive monuments, enforcing 
his rule with an army of renowned charioteers and 
bowmen. Egyptian hieroglyphics pictured the word 
for foreigner as a bound man with blood flowing 
from a wound in his head; the Israelites felt the full 
weight of such oppression. For a while, the 
increasing cruelty of Egyptian taskmaskers turned 
the Israelites against Moses and his campaign to 
ree them. But this oppression also made them 


nxious to leave. 


? Hebrew Jam uncircumcised of lips; also in verse 30 


“14 The Hebrew for families here and in verse 25 refers to units larger than 


~Amram married his father's sister Joche- 
bed, who bore him Aaron and Moses, Amram _ 


lived 137 years. ; ca 
2'The sons of Izhar were Korah, Nepheg 
and Zicri. 
2The sons of Uzziel were Mishael, Elza 
phan and Sithri. ao 
Aaron married Elisheba, daughter of Am- 
minadab and sister of Nahshon, and she bore 
him Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 
“The sons of Korah were Assit, Elkanah 
and Abiasaph, These wee the Korahite clans. 
*Eleazar son of Aaron married one of the — 


daughters of Putiel, and’she bore him Phine- _ 
has. 


These were the heads of the Levite families, 
clan by clan. 


26lt was this same Aaron and Moses to whom 
the Loxo said, “Bring the Israelites out 
their divisions,” 27They were the ones who spoke 
to Pharaoh king of Egypt about bringing the Israel- 
ites out of Egypt, It was the same Moses and 
Aaron. 


Aaron to Speak for Moses 


28Now when the Lor spoke to Moses in Egypt, - 
he said to him, “Tam the Loxo, Tell Pharaoh king 
speak 


= 


of Egypt everything | tell you.” 

*But Moses said to the Lorp, “Since I 

with faltering lips, why would Pharaoh listen 
a fh the Lorp said to Moses, “See, I 
made you like God to Pharaoh, and your 

er Aaron will be your prophet. 2You are to 

everything | command you, and your 


Aaron is to tell Pharaoh to let 
of his country. 3But I will 


“Moses and Aaron did just as the Loxo com: 
manded them. 7Moses was eighty years old and 
Aaron eighty-three when they spoke to Pharaoh. 


Aaron's Staff Becomes a Snake ¢ 


SThe Lop said to Moses and Aaron, %’When 
Pharaoh says to you, ‘Perform a miracle,’ then say 
to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down be- 
fore Pharaoh,’ and it will become a snake.” 

10So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did 
just as the Lorp commanded. Aaron threw his 
staff down in front of Pharaoh and his officials, 
and it became a snake. "Pharaoh then summoned 
wise men and sorcerers, and the magi- 
cians also did the same things by their secret arts: 
12Each one threw down his staff and it became a 
snake. But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs. 
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Day of the Locusts 
Tay aon Daagues Proved a point for both Jews @ 


Ane me sguras wil) Unow chat | am the Lom when I stretch out my hand ay 


mr Svaniites Gut of & > 


ASS 3 EP ESStAaESS Tormally five 2 solitary fife, hopping from stalk to: 
TRUNCHIME DT Eves and Gowers. Then something in) 
TA SUNDN OF Comdied conditions—that wepes a Cane: a 
yTRIMOUS Smt color, anc Sagim to seek other J 
ciuesing howls of See rae stro 
them tall 20 the ground like Guster bombs 


Tne nacame 2 piagwe. Great 


Ime uc sumhgm. Grows of 
S.en Sug? of wepemation. Resticde spraying may kill a few 


Wes Soe Ten Pingoes? 


pen = urcwel oresens. 
we Terres wt oem 2 - 
ute Quesuom. Bo you oe 

eget te jews? Wikhat would make 


the ponds and all the reservoirs’—and they will 
turn to blood. Blood will be everywhere in Egypt, 
even in the wooden buckets and stone jars.” 

2vMoses and Aaron did just as the Lorp had 
commanded. He raised his staff in the presence of 
Pharaoh and his officials and struck the water of 
the Nile, and all the water was changed into blood. 
2\The fish in the Nile died, and the river smelled so 
bad that the Egyptians could not drink its water, 
Blood was everywhere in Egypt 


2But the Egyptian magicians did the same 
things by their secret arts, and Pharaoh's heart 
became hard; he would not listen to Moses and 
Aaron, just as the Lorp had said. Instead, he 
turned and went into his palace, and did not take 


even this to heart. 4And all the Egyptians dug 
along the Nile to get drinking water, because they 
could not drink the water of the river. 


The Plague of Frogs 


25Seven days passed after the Lorp struck the 
Nile. 1Then the |orv said to Moses, “Go to 
Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This is what the Lorp 
says: Let my people go. so that they may worship 
me. 2If YOU refuse to let them go, | will plague your 
whole country with frogs. The Nile will teem with 
frogs. They Will come up into your palace and your 
bedroom and onto your bed, into the houses of 
ial§ and on your people, and into your 

ding troughs. 4The frogs will go up 
ur people and all your officials.’ ” 
Oxp said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, 
Our hand with your staff over the 


streams ai nals and ponds, and make frogs 
come up Ofte land of Egypt.’ ” 

6So Aai itretched out his hand over the wa- 
ters of Egyp® and the frogs came up and covered 
the land. the magicians did the same things 


by their s 
on the lan 


arts; they also made frogs come up 
Egypt . 


’Pharag mmoned Moses and Aaron and 
said, “Pri ithe Loxv to take the frogs away from 
me and ople, and | will let your people go to 


to the Lorp.” 


°Mose} d to Pharaoh, “I leave to you the hon- 
or of sel he time for me to pray for you and 
your off and your people that you and your 


be rid of the frogs, except for those 
an the Nile.” f 

irrow,” Pharaoh said. 

lied, “It will be as you say, so that you 
there is no one like the Lorp our God. 
§ will leave you and your houses, your 
id your people; they will remain only in 


Moses and Aaron left Pharaoh, Moses 
t to the Lorp about the frogs he had 
on Pharaoh, 13And the Lorp did what 
asked. The frogs died in the houses, in the 
ards and in the fields. '4They were piled into 
» and the land reeked of them. 15But when 
raoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his 
and would not listen to Moses and Aaron, 
Pas the Lorp had said, 


#29, Beptvogint and Vulgate; Hebrew will put a deliverance 


57 EXODUS 8:29 


The Plague of Gnats 

16Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, 
‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the 
ground,’ and throughout the land of Egypt the 
dust will become gnats.” 17They did this, and 
when Aaron stretched out his hand with the staff 
and struck the dust of the ground, gnats came 
upon men and animals. All the dust throughout 
the land of Egypt became gnats. 18But when the 
Magicians tried to produce gnats by their secret 
arts, they could not. And the gnats were on men 
and animals. 

The magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the 
finger of God.” But Pharaoh's heart was hard and 
he would not listen, just as the Lorp had said. 


The Plague of Flies 

20Then the Lorn said to Moses, ‘Get up early in 
the morning and confront Pharaoh as he goes to 
the water and say to him, ‘This is what the Lorp 
says: Let my people go, so that they may worship 
me. 71If you do not let my people go, | will send 
swarms of flies on you and your officials, on your 
people and into your houses. The houses of the 
Egyptians will be full of flies, and even the ground 
where they are. : 

22” ‘But on that day I will deal differently with 
the land of Goshen, where my people live; no 
swarms of flies will be there, so that you will know 
that I, the Lorp, am in this land. 23] will make a 
distinction? between my people and your people. 
This miraculous sign will occur tomorrow.’ “” 

24And the Lorp did this. Dense swarms of flies 
poured into Pharaoh's palace and into the houses 
of his officials, and throughout Egypt the land was 
ruined by the flies. 

2Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron 
and said, ‘Go, sacrifice to your God here in the 
land.” 

26But Moses said, “That would not be right. The 
sacrifices we offer the Lorp our God would be 
detestable to the Egyptians. And if we offer sacri- 
fices that are detestable in their eyes, will they not 
stone us? 2?We must take a three-day journey into 
the desert to offer sacrifices to the Lorv our God, 
as he commands us.” 


26Pharaoh said, “I will let you go to offer sacri- 
fices to the Lorp your God in the desert, but you 
must not go very far. Now pray for me.” 

29Moses answered, “As soon as I leave you, I 


8:27 Oriental Bargaining 


_ Those who have lived in the Middle East if 


in Moses’ encounters with Pharaoh an example of 
high-level Oriental bargaining. As the pressure 
increased, Pharaoh raising his offers: from 
allowing sacrifices within Egypt (verse 25), to 
permitting sacrifices in the desert (verse 
28), to letting only the adult males go (10:11), to 
releasing all but no flocks (10:24). Finally, 
with the tenth and final plague Pharaoh agreed to 
all Moses’ demands (12:32). e 


EXODUS &30 


Lor, and tomorrow the flies will 
md his offieals and his ‘ 
Pharaoh does not act deceittully 
the people go to after Sactifices 


TeR Pharaoh and Prayed to the 
ORD did what Moses asked: The 
S officials and his People; 
at this time also Pharaoh 
cart and would not let the People 


The Plague on Livestock 
© LORD Said to Moses. “Go to Pharaoh 
m. “This is what the Lorn, the Gad 
WS, Says: “Let my people go, so that 
me.” 2It you refuse to let them 
‘© hold them back, 3the hand of 
@ terrible plague on your live- 
—on your horses and donkeys 
your cattle and sheep and. 
LoD will make a distinction be- 
vestock of Israel and that of Egypt, so 
| belonging to the Israelites will 


set 2 time and said, “Tomorrow the 
n the land.” ¢And the next day 
All the livestock of the Egyptians 
ne animal belonging to the Israelites 
r2oh sent men to investigate and found 
even one of the animals of the Israelites 
Yet his heart was unyielding and he 
let the people go. 
The Plague of Boils 

Then the Lorn said to Moses and Aaron, “Take 
dfuls of soot from a furnace and have Moses 
t into the air in the presence of Pharaoh. SIt 
will become fine dust over the whole land of 
and festering boils will break out on men 2 
mals throughout the land.” oy 
y took soot from a furnace and stood oy ee 
e Pharaoh. Moses tossed it into the air, and ihe wheat and spelt, } wane de- 
Ting boils broke out on men and animals. stroyed, because they ripen later, re WeReTAnt: 
!1The magicians could not stand before Moses be- bs ApeD TALE) 2S 
cause of the boils that were on them and on all the 
Egyptians. !2But the Lorp hardened Pharaoh’s 
heart and he would not listen to Moses and Aaron, 
just as the Loxp had said to Moses. 


The Plague of Hail 
i3Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Get up early in 
the morning, confront Pharaoh and say to him, 
‘This is what the Lorp, the God of the Hebrews, 
says: Let my people go, so that they may worship 
me, lor this time | will send the full force of my- 
plagues against you and against your officials and 
your people, so you may know that there is no one 
like me in all the earth, !5For by now I could have 
stretched out my hand and struck you and your 
people with a plague that would have wiped you 
off the earth. But I have raised you up# for this ry 
very purpose, that I might show you my power formed - 
and that my name might be proclaimed inall the — that | am the Lop. 
earth. 17You still set yourself against. my people 
or 


2» om 


"16 Or have spared you id 


' « Lorp, the God of the 
This mi sath bees Ber you refuse to hum- 
. ne? Let my people go, so that 
ne tif you refuse to let them 
\custs into your country tomor- 
ver the face of the ground so that 
, They will devour what little you 

or the hail, including every tree that is 
vour fields, They will fill your houses 
ofall your officials and all the Egyptians 
hing neither your fathers nor your fore- 
have ever seen from the day they settled in 
d ull now.’ Then Moses turned and left 


to him, 

says 
elf betore 
hi 


' 
th J 
Pharaoh 
Pharaoh’s officials said to him, “How long will 
this man be a snare to us? Let the people go, so that 
they may worship the Lorp their God. Do you not 
yet realize that Egypt is ruined?’ 

«Then Moses and Aaron were brought back to 
Pharaoh “Go, worship the Lorp your God,” he 
said. “But just who will be going?” 

°Moses answered, “We will go with our young 
and old, with our sons and daughters, and with 
our flocks and herds, because we are to celebrate a 
festival to the Lorp.” 

Pharaoh said, “The Lorp be with you—if I let 
you go, along with your women and children! 
Clearly you are bent on evil.¢ 1!No! Have only the 
men go, and worship the Lorp, since that’s what 
you have been asking for.” Then Moses and Aaron 
were driven out of Pharaoh's presence. 

!2And the Lorp said to Moses, “Stretch out your 
hand over Egypt so that locusts will swarm over 
the land and devour everything growing in the 
fields, everything left by the hail.” 

13S0 Moses stretched out his staff over Egypt, 
and the Lorp made an east wind blow across the 
land all that day and all that night. By morning the 
wind had brought the locusts; they invaded all 

Egypt and settled down in every area of the coun- 
try in great numbers, Never before had there been 
such a plague of locusts, nor will there ever be 
again. |5They covered all the ground until it was 
black. They devoured all that was left after the 
hail—everything growing in the fields and the 
fruit on the trees. Nothing green remained on tree 
or plant in all the land of Egypt. 

16Pharaoh quickly summoned Moses and Aaron 
and said, “I have sinned against the Lorp your 
God and against you. !7Now forgive my sin once 
more and pray to the Lorp your God to take this 
deadly plague away from me.” 

\sMoses then left Pharaoh and prayed to the 
Lorp. 19And the Lorp changed the wind toa very 
strong west wind, which caught up the locusts and 
carried them into the Red Sea.b Not a locust was 
left anywhere in Egypt. 0But the Lorp hardened 
Pharaoh's -heart, and he would not let the Israelites 
gO. 


The Plague of Darkness 


iThen the Lorp said to Moses, “Strétch out 
your hand toward the sky so that darkness will 
Spread over Egypt ess that can be felt.” 


“10 Or Be careful, trouble is in store for you! 19 Hebrew Yam Suph; 


59 


EXODUS 114 


2So Moses stretched out his hand toward legge ts 
and total darkness covered all Egypt for three 

days. 23No one could see anyone else or leave his 
place for three days. Yet all the Israelites had light 
in the places where they lived. 

Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and said, 
“Go, worship the Lorp. Even your women and 
children may go with you; only leave your flocks 
and herds behind.” 

25But Moses said, “You must allow us to have 
sacrifices and burnt offerings to present to the 
Lorp our God. 26Our livestock too must go with 
us; not a hoof is to be left behind. We have to use 
some of them in worshiping the Lorp our God, 
and until we get there we will not know what we 
are to use to worship the Lorp.” 

27But the Lorp hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and 
he was not willing to let them go. “Pharaoh said to 
Moses, “Get out of my sight! Make sure you do not 
appear before me again! The day you see mys face 
you will die.” 

29Just as you say,”” Moses replied, “I will never 
appear before you again.” 

- 4 7 


The Plague on the Firstborn~ 


11 Now the Lorp had said to Moses, “4 wait 
bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on 
Egypt. After that, he will let you go here, and — 
when he does, he will drive you out completely. 
2Tell the people that men and women alike 
ask their neighbors for articles of silver and 
(The pphimaginarigrs seein 
posed toward the people, and Moses himself was 
highly regarded in Egypt by Pharaoh’s officials 
and by the people.) 

4So Moses said, “This is what the Lorp says: — 
‘About midnight I will go throughout Egypt. 
SEvery firstborn son in Egypt will die, ‘from the 
firstborn son of Pharaoh, who'si the throne, to 
the firstborn son of the slave who is at her 
hand mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as well 
‘There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt— 
worse than there has ever been or ever will be 
again. 7But among the Israelites not a dog will bark 
at any man or animal.’ Then you will know that the 
Lorp makes a distinction between Egypt and Is- 
rael. 8All these officials of yours will come to me, 
bowing down before me and saying, “Go, youand 
all the people who follow you!” After that I will 
St Then Moses, hot with anger, left Phar- 
aoh. 7 


& 


10:21 Attack on False Gods - 


7 


God used the ten plagues as a form of warfare 
against the gods of Egypt (12:12). Some scholars 
Specific Egyptian ido, Thus they believe 
a 5 
apie ree eee ee 
river god, the plague of flies flouted 
sacred fly, the plague of darkness attacked the 
sun-god Ra, and the plague on livestock countered 
the sacred bull. e 

: 


f 


» 


EXODUS 11:9 60 


‘The Lord had said to Moses, “Pharaoh will 
refuse to listen to you so that my wonders may 
be multiplied in Egypt.” 0Moses and Aaron per- 
formed all these wonders before Pharaoh, but the 
Lorp hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not 
let the Israelites go out of his country. i el that on the tenth. 

take a lam 


* The Hebrew word can mean both lamb or id; also in verse 4, 


Independence Day 


An unusual style of celebrating freedom a F 
aS ie 
“+ 

There yall be loud wailing throughout Egypt—worse than there has ever been or ever will be 
again. S 
mM of the nations of the world celebrate independence days. Each nation celebrates in their 

own way, but these celebrations bear a striking unlikeness to the Jewish independence day, a 
day called Passover, : 

The Jews trace their cultural birthday back to a dark, foreboding night—the Israelites’ last in 
Egypt (chapter 12). There are no blaring bands nor balloons nor fireworks to commemorate this 
event. Everything takes place inside a home, with a family or cluster of families gathered around a 
table. Participants taste morsels of food, pausing before each portion to hear ol T nt 
accounts of the history they are reliving. Their independence day resembles a worthip seivice,anpe 


@ party 


A Work of God Alone 
More than anything else, the Jewish independence day expresses this one fact: God did it. No 
Israelite armies stood againgt the mighty Egyptians. Freedom came in the blackest night while 
Jewish families huddle Payout table, their ce packed, waiting for d ince. 
When God's time came, the ptian captors not ll released the Israelites, but begged them 
e Jews remember that event witl humility 


and praise; there is no room for pride. Later, when Pharaoh changed his mind and set his chariots 


this even},throughout the Bible as a way of describing himself: “1 am the 


out of Egypt.” 

The eek ot dependence was to continue all through Exodus. When the wilderness wanderers 
ran out of water, God provided. When food supplies failed, God provided. When raiders attacked, 
jod provided. Independence day merely set the tone for a national history that was an active 


movement of God. o b 


Passover's New Meaning 


Much later, Passover night would take on an even broader si y 
Passover feast, as thousands of Jews were bringing their choice lambs to Jerusalem, one man was 


selected as the Passover Lamb for all humanity (1 Corinthians 5:7), The words “When I see the - 


food, | will pass over you’"(12:13) came to:convey a whole new meaning. . 
bloo will pass over y y he fk 


Today, though Jewish people still celebrate. Passover, most Christians ; 
cerenont has been incorporated into a new one called the Eucharist, or the Lord’s Su , with 
Christ representing the Passover lamb. Although much of the ceremony’s content has ged, : 
one thing has not. The Lord’s Supper, too, memorializes a time of iniarict bloodshed, ihe 


of freedom and deliverance. t, too, was God's act alonenHe gets : 
Lite Questions: How is the celebration of the Lord’s Supper a celebration of the a ie 
- 


dence or freedom from death? - 
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vat 


no vetorm. Bat nothing made with 
ast Wherever vou five, you must eat unteay 
bread 
hen Moses summoned all the elders of Israel 
said to them, "Go at once and select the anir 
our families and slaughter the Passover 
amb “Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the 
blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the 
top and on both sides of the doorframe, Not one of 

shall go out the door of his house until morn- 
ng “When the Lorp goes through the land to 
strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on 
the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass 
aver that doorway, and he will not permit the 


#) Masoretic Text Samaritan Pentateuch and Septuagint Egypt and Canaan 
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the it fron 
baked cakes of unteavened A By othe § ’ 
without yeast because hag Aang mips 


Kgypt and did not have 
themselves. awe te . fi 

#Now the length of laraclite 
lived in Egypt) was 430 years “At core 
430 years, to the very day, all the Lonb’s diviskons 
left Egypt. @Because the 


to bring them out of Da del ee 
Israelites are to keep 


tohonor the Loxp forthe 
generations tocome, 


foreigner is to eat of it. HAny 
have bought may eat of it after 


EVODUS 1M5 

Stat a temporary resident and a hired 
not eat of it 

st be eaten Unskte one house; take none 
outside the house. Do not break any of 
# The whole community of israel nyust 


om NUN among vou who wants to celes 
oxo 's Passover must have all the males 
hold Qreumeised) then he may take 
orm in the land. No uncircumcised 
eat of it, &The same law applies to the 
«dt the alien living among you.” 


ites did just what the Lorp had 
and Aaron. S!And on that very 


ht the Israelites out of Egyptby 


Consecration of the Firstborn 


13 


> Said to Moses, ?"Consecrate tome 
m male. The first offspring of 
Israelites belongs to me, 


es said to the people, “Commemo- 
the day you came out of Egypt, out of 
slavery, because the Lorp brought you 
@ mighty hand. Eat nothing contain- 


y 


the Lorp brings you into the land 
es, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites and 
land he swore to your forefathers to 
2 land flowing with milk and honey— 
observe this ceremony in this month; 
days eat bread made without yeast and 
enth day hold a festival to the Lorp. 7Eat 
‘ad during those seven days; noth- 
it is to be seen among you, nor 
be seen anywhere within your bor- 
ay tell your son, ‘I do this because 
he Lorp did for me when I came out of 
observance will be for you like a sign 
hand and a reminder on your forehead 
he Lorp is to be on your lips. For 
you out of Egypt with his mighty 
keep this ordinance at the ap- 
ar after year. 

¢ Lor brings you into the land of the 
d gives it to you, as he promised on 
i your forefathers, !2you are to give 
p the first offspring of every womb. 
males of your livestock belong to 
13Redeem with a lamb every firstborn 
f you do not redeem it, breakits neck. 
firstborn among your sons. 


0 


13:1 The Firstborn Principle 

God required Israel to offer only “firstborn” male 
animals as sacrifices. This was a picture of Jesus, 
the firstborn son of Mary, offered as a sacrifice for 
sin. 


+12 Hetwew Yam Suph; that is, Sea of Reeds 19 See Gen. 50:25. 


"in daya to come, when 
‘What does this mean?’ say 
hand the Lore ay 


face war, they might change their 
turn to Egypt.” 18S0 God led the 
the desert road toward the Red 


20After leaving Succoth they camped 
on the edge of the desert. 21By day the Loxp went 
ahead of them ina pillar of cloud to 
their way and by night in a pillar of 
them light, so that they could 


night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the 
pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the 
people. rf 

Then the Lorp said to Moses, 2’Tell the 


1 Israelites to turn back and 
Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. are to 
encamp by the sea, directly opposite Baal 0 
3Pharaoh will think, ‘The Israelites are 
around the land in confusion, hemmed in by the 
desert.’ 4And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he 
will pursue them. But I will gain glory for myself 
through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyp- 
tians will know that] am the Lorp.” So the Israel- 
ites did this. - 

5When the king of Egypt was told that the 
people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials changed 
their minds about them and said, ‘What have we 
done? We have let the Israelites go and have lost 
their services!” 6So he had his chariot made ready 
and took his army with him. 7He took six hundred 
of the best chariots, along with all the other chari- 
ots of Egypt, with officers over all of them. ®The 
Lorp hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, so that he pursued the Israelites, who were 
marching out boldly. The Egyptians—all Phar- 
aoh’s horses and chariots, horsemen‘ and troops 
—pursued the Israelites and overtook them as 
they camped by the sea near Pi Hahiroth, opposite 


Baal Zephon. ; dren 24 
10As Pharaoh approached, the | I 
up, and there were the i after 


Lop. !!They said to Moses, “Was ect the 


«9 Or charioteers; also in verses 17, 18, 23, 


What have You done to us by bring- 
Didn't we say to you in 
yjone, leCus serve the Egyptians’? 
setter for us to serve the Egyp- 
jin the desert!’ 
wered the people, “Do not be 
stand fiom and you will see the deliverance 
»xp will bring you today. The Egyptians you 
joy you will never see again. The Lorp will 
you, you need only to be still.” 
hen the Lorp said to Moses, “Why are you 
rut to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. 
your staff and stretch out your hand over 
ca to divide the water so that the Israelites can 
hrough the sea on dry ground. 171 will harden 
ve hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in 
utter them, And I will gain glory through Pharaoh 
nd all his army, through his chariots and his 
»rsemen. 'SThe Egyptians will know that lam the 
Loxp when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his 
haniots and his horsemen.” 
Then the angel of God, who had been travel- 
in front of Israel's army, withdrew and went 
»ehind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from 
in front and stood behind them, 20coming between 
the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the 
night the cloud brought darkness to the one side 
and light to the other side; so neither went near the 
other all night long 
*!Then Moses stretched out his hand over the 
sea, and all that night the Lorp drove the sea back 
with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. 
The waters were divided, Zand the Israelites went 
through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of 
water on their right and on their left. 
2The Egyptians pursued them, and all Phar- 
aoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen folldwed 
them into the sea. 24During the last watch of the 
night the Lorp looked down from the pillar of fire 
ind cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into 
confusion. 5He made the wheels of their chariots 
come off? so that they had difficulty driving. And 
the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Is- 
raelites! The Lorp is fighting for them against 
Egypt 
*eThen the Lorp said to Moses, “Stretch out 
your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow 
back over the Egyptians and their chariots and 
horsemen.” 27Moses stretched out his hand over 
he sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its 
place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward? it, and 
the Lorp swept them into the sea. 28The water 
flowed back and covered the chariots and horse- 
men—the entire army of Pharaoh that had fol- 
lowed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them 
Survived 
*But the Israelites went through the sea on dry 
ground, with a wall of water on their right and on 
‘heir left. 30That day the Lorp saved Israel from 
the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the 
Egyptians lying dead on the shore. 31And when 
Ne Israelites saw the great power the Lorp dis- 
Played against the Egyptians, the people feared 


ert to die 
out of By 


EXODUS 15:11 


the Lorp and put their trust in him and in Moses 
his servant, 


The Song of Moses and Miriam 


15 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this 
Song to the Lorp; 


“1 will sing to the Lory, 
for he is highly exalted. 
The horse and its rider 
he has hurled into the sea, 
2The Lorp is my Strength and my song; 
he has become my salvation. 
He is my God, and I wil! praise him, 
my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 
The Lorp is a warrior; 
the Lorp is his name, 
4Pharaoh’s chariots and his army 
he has hurled into the sea. 
The best of Pharaoh’s officers 
are drowned in the Red Sea.¢ 
‘The deep waters have covered them; 
they sank to the depths like a stone, 


6"Your right hand, O Lorp, 
was majestic in power. 
Your right hand, O Lorp, 
shattered the enemy. 
7In the greatness of your majesty 
you threw down those who opposed you. 
You unleashed your burning anger; 
it consumed them like stubble. 
8By the blast of your nostrils 
the waters piled up. 
The surging waters stood firm like a wall; 
the deep waters congealed in the heart of the. 
sea. 


9% The enemy boasted, 
‘I will pursue, I will overtake them. 
I will divide the spoils; 
I will gorge myself on them. 
I will draw my sword 
and my hand will destroy them.’ 
10But you blew with your breath, 
and the sea covered them. 
They sank like lead 
in the mighty waters. 
11”Who among the gods is like you, O Lorp? 
Who is like you— 


15:1 A Story for All Time 


book gets its name: “the exodus” from Egypt, 
when a band of slaves escaped from the most , 
powerful civilization on earth. The psalmists never 


©r He jammed the wheels of their chariots (see Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint and Syriac) °27 Or from 4 Hebrew Yam 


“ph that is, Sea of Reeds; also in verse 22 


PNODUS 18:12 
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dithe camp. When the dew was gone, thin 

Kes like frost on the ground appeared on the 

sert floor UO When the Israelites saw it, they said 

each other. “Wha For they did not know 

what it was 

Moses sa 
has give 


sit 


t itis the bread the Lorp 
o eat 'eThis is what the Lorp has 
ied Each one ts to gather as much as he 
an omer for each person you have in 


cor 
by ke 
4 selites did as they were told; some gath- 
some litte. And when they mea- 
by the omer, he who gathered much did 
e too much, and he who gathered little did 
ive too little, Each one gathered as much as 
eeded 
ven Moses said to them, “No one is to keep 
fit until morning.” 
However, some of them paid no attention to 
ses, they kept part of it until morning, but it 
ill Of Maggots and began to smell. So Moses 
gry with them 
Each morning everyone gathered as much as 
he needed, and when the sun grew hot, it melted 
‘way. On the sixth day, they gathered twice as 
much—two omers* for each person—and the 
leaders of the community came and reported this 
to Moses. He said to them, “This is what the 
Loxp commanded: ‘Tomorrow is to be a day of 
est, a holy Sabbath to the Lorp. So bake what you 
want to bake and boil what you want to boil, Save 
whatever is left and keep it until morning.’ 
24So they saved it until morning, as Moses com: 
manded, and it did not stink or get maggots in it, 
25"'Eat it today,’ Moses said, “because today is a 
Sabbath to the Lorp. You will not find any of iton 
the ground today. 26Six days you are to gather it, 
but on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will not 
be any 
Nevertheless, come of the people went out on 
the seventh day to gather it, but they found none. 
*sThen the Lorp said to Moses, “How long will 
your retuse to keep my commands and my in- 
structions? 29Bear in mind that the Lorp has given 
you the Sabbath; that is why on the sixth day he 
gives you bread for two days. Everyone is to stay 
where he is on the seventh day; no one is to go 
out.” “So the people rested on the seventh day. 
The people of Israel called the bread manna.¢ 
‘twas white like coriander seed and tasted like 
iters made with honey. 32Moses said, “This is 
hat the Lorp has commanded: ‘Take an omer of 
anna and keep it for the generations to come, so 
they can see the bread I gave you to eat in the 
tesert when I brought you out of Egypt.’ ” 
So Moses said to Aaron, “Take a jar and putan 
‘mer Of manna in it. Then place it before the Lorp 
be kept for the generations to come.” 
"As the Lorp commanded Moses, Aaron put 
he manna in front of the Testimony, that it might 
be kept. The Israelites ate manna forty years, 
‘tl they came to a land that was settled; they ate 
‘ina until they reached the border of Canaan. 


Mc 


hat 
28 The Hebrew is plural 
10 quarreling 


s, probably about 2 quarts (about 2 liters); also in verses 18, 32, 33 and 36 
“31 Manna means What ts it? (see verse 18). 
“le Or “Because a hand was against the throne of the LORD, the 


65 EXODUS 1671 
(An omer sone tenth of an ephah.) 
Water From the Kock 


1 nih The whole Israelite communi wet out from 
the Desert of Sin, traveling place to 
place as the Lory commanded, The 


at 
Rephidim, but there wan no water for ihe people to 
drink. 20 they quarreled with Moves and said, 


“Give us water to drink,” 

Moses replied, “Why do you quartel with me? 
Why do you put the Loxp to the teat?” 

‘But the people were thirsty for water there, and 
they grumbled against Moses, They said, ” 

did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and 
our children and livestock die of thirst?” 

‘Then Moses cried out to the Loup, “What am | 
to do with these people? ‘They are almost ready to 
stone me.” 

‘The Loxb answered Moses, “Walk on ahead of 
the people, Take with you some of the elders of 
Israel and take in your hand the staff with which 
you struck the Nile, and go. 4 will stand there 
before you by the rock at Horeb, Strike the rock, 
and water will come out of it for the to 
drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders 
of Israel, 7And he called the place Massahe and 
Meribah/ because the Israelites quarreled and be- 
cause they tested the Lorp saying, “Is the Low 
among us or not?” r 


The Amalekites Defeated 


‘The Amalekites came and attacked the Iorael- 
ites at Rephidim, Moses said to Joshua, “Choose 
some of our men and go out to fight the Amaleke 
ites. Tomorrow | will stand on top of the hill with 
the staff of God in my hands.” 

1So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had 
ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the 
top of the hill. As long as Moses held up his 
hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever 
he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were win- 
ning. "2When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took 
a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. 
Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one 
side, one on the other—so that his hands remained 
steady till sunset. 13S Joshua overcame the Ama- 
lekite army with the sword. 

Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Write this on a 
scroll as something to be remembered and make 
sure that Joshua hears it, because | will completely 
blot out the memory of Amalek from under 
heaven.” 

‘Moses built an altar and called it The Lorp is 
my Banner. !¢He said, “For hands were lifted upto 
the throne of the Lor. Thes Lorp will be at war 
against the Amalekites from generation to genera- 
tion.” 

Jethro Visits Moses 
1 Now Jethro, the priest of Midian and father- 
in-law of Moses, heard of God 


had done for Moses and for his people Israel, and 
how the Lorp had brought Israel out of Egypt. 


22 That is, probably about 4 quarts (about 4.5 
(7 Massah trveans testing. 17 Meribah 
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© gods Nis to those whe had 
“Then Rehr, Moses’ 


mext Gzy Moses took bis saat to serve as 
he pene, and they stood around ham 
evening. * 


> answered him, “Because the people 
> seek God's will. =Whenever they 

at is brought to me, and I deade 
peraes and inform them of God's 


~n-law rephed. “What you are 
Sorme S not good. “You and these peuple who 
. to you will only wear yourselves out. The 
too heavy for you: you cannot handle it 
en now to me and | will give you some 
advice, and may God be with you. You must be the 
people s representative before God and bring their 
Gsputes to him “Teach them the decrees and 
laws. and show them the way to hive and the du- 
nes they to perform erie a 
from peopie—men w 

worthy men who hate dishonest gain—and ap- 
pomt them as offaals over thousands, hundreds, 
fittes and tens “Have them serve as judges for 
the people at all ames, but have them bring every 
dathcult case to you; the simple cases they can 
deade themselves. That will make your load light’ _ 


23 Cerstom sounds like the Hetees: for ar slew chee bad 


ome “You 


or 


67 


peop! a id for the people around the 
pce ec all he " pe careful that you do not 


mountain and tell them, 


suntain or touch the foot of it. Who- 
Pe se mountain shall surely be put to 
he aa | val urely be stoned or shot with 
veld za . hand is to be laid on him. Whether 
Se re val, he shall not be permitted to live.” 
Only when the ram’s horn sounds a long blast may 
they go up to the mountain 


\rter Moses had gone down the mountain to 
ple, he consecrated them, and they washed 
jothes. ‘SThen he said to the people, “Pre- 
yourselves for the third day. Abstain from 

sual relations.” 

©On the morning of the third day there was 
thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the 
mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Every- 
one in the camp trembled. !?Then Moses led the 


the pec 
their 


po 


people out of the camp to meet with God, and they 
stood at the foot of the mountain. 18Mount Sinai 
was covered with smoke, because the Lorp de- 
scended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from 
it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain? 


trembled violently, '¥and the sound of the trumpet 
grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and 
the voice of God answered him.’ 

0The Lorp descended to the top of Mount Sinai 
and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So 
Moses went up 2lan¢ the Lorp said to him, “Go 
down and warn the people so they do not force 
their way through to see the Lorp and many of 
them perish. Even the priests, who approach the 
Lorp, must consecrate themselves, or the Lorp 
will break out against them.” 

Moses said to the Lorp, “The people cannot 
come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself 
warned us, ‘Put limits around the mountain and 
set it apart as holy.’ ”’ 

2#The Lorp replied, “Go down and bring Aaron 
up with you, But the priests and the people must 
not force their way through to come up to the 
Lorp, or he will break out against them.” 

25So Moses went down to the people and told 
them 


The Ten Commandments 
20 And God spoke all these words: 


"1 am the Lorp your God, who 
brought you out of Egypt, out of the 
land of slavery, 


20:1 Long-lasting Laws 

The Ten Commandments given here and in 
Deuteronomy 5 form a central core of morality, a 
major advance from other legal codes of the day. 
The New Testament reiterates all but the fourth 
commandment. The phrase “Judeo-Christian 
ethics,” heard often in courtrooms and legislative 
chambers, refers to the broad moral principles 
derived from the laws outlined here and in the next 
three books, 


(a 


|« Most Hebrew manuscripts; a few Hebrew manuscripts and Septuagint all the people 


Or besides 


EXODUS 20:23 


You shall have no other gods beforee me. 

#’You shall not make for yourself an idol in 
the form of anything in heaven above 
or on the earth beneath or in the wa- 
ters below. 5You shall not bow down 
to them or worship them; for I, the 
Lorp your God, am a jealous God, 
punishing the children for the sin of 
the fathers to the third and fourth gen- 
eration of those who hate me, but 
showing love to a thousand , genera- 
tions, of those who love me and keep. 
my commandments. 

?”You shall not misuse the name of the Lorp 
your God, for the Lorp will not hold 
anyone guiltless who misuses his 
name. 

8”Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it 
holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do 
all your work, but the seventh day is 
a Sabbath to the Lorp your God. Onit 
you shall not do any work, neither 
you, nor your son or daughter, nor 
your manservant or maidservant, nor 
your animals, nor the alien within ~ 
your gates. !1For in six days the Lorp 
made the heavens and the earth, the 
sea, and all that is in them, but he 
rested on the seventh day. Therefore 
the Lorp blessed the Sabbath day and 
made it holy. 

12Honor your father and your mother, so that 
you may live long in the land the Lorp 
your God is giving you. 

13”You shall not murder. 3 

14’’You shall not commit adultery. 

45’You shall not steal. 

16’You shall not give false testimony against 
your neighbor. 

17’’You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor's 
wife, or his manservant or maid-~ 
servant, his ox or donkey, or anything 

that belongs to your neighbor.” 


18When the people saw the thunder and light- 
ning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain 
in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at 
a distance !9and said to Moses, “Speak to us your- 
self and we will listen. But do not have God speak 
to us or we will die.” 

20Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. 
God has come to test you, so that the fear of God 
will be with you to keep you from sinning.” 

21IThe people remained at a distance, while 
Moses approached the thick darkness where God 
was. 


idols and Altars 


2Then the Lorp said to Moses, ‘Tell the Israel- 
ites this: ‘You have seen for yourselves that I have 
spoken to you from heaven: 3Do not make any 
gods to be alongside me; do not make for your- 
selves gods of silver or gods of gold. 


'19 Or and God answered him with thunder 
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Hebrew Servants ue eg 
‘wou buy a Hebrew servant, heds to serve things, 


Yost OPS Years. Bat in the seventh year he shall Money 
S wee, W thout paving anything ME he comes , woe 
fe sf go free alone: but Ht he has a wife 
when he comes, she is to go with him. 4 his 
SwestOe gtVes Num @ wate and she bears him sons oF 
Jaceehters, the woman and her children shall bee 
wwe to her master, and only the man shall go five. 
“But tf the servant declares, “T love my master 
snd my wite and children and do not want to go 


y pee teria he Or Nive Gat 8 Or pester 90 that he does mot choone her 


INSIGHT 


The Covenant 
What difference does a stone tablet make? 


mn : 
Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be 


Possession,” 19:5 


i scholars call the next few chapters the most pivotal section of the Old Tr 
Israelites, called before a trembling and smoking mountain by loud trumpet 
about to receive something unique in all history: a stone document to bebe 
valuable piece of furniture in the nation, the Ark of the Covenant. What stone 
valuable? The “covenant” it summarized was sacred, signed by the fgeroti eae Me" 
And yet someone who simply turned to Exodus and started readi contents of 
covenant might have trouble understanding all the fuss. The conerient s the fi 
Commandments. It proceeds from there to rules on cursing parents and out 
mixed in with rules on interest rates and cooking young goats in their mothers’ 
special, after all, about the laws and instructions described here? 
Since we don't normally communicate on stone tablets today, the question, 
stone tablet so valuable?” might better be rephrased, “What makes a piece of 
Seen in that light, today’s societies, like the Israelites’, stake an awtul 


paper - 


Constitution 

Resting in a helium-filled bronze case in the Library of Congress, the 
arguably the most valuable single piece of rin the entire ‘country. 0 
be lowered into a fireproof, shockproof sate, But dollars alone barely i 
value. its real importance comes to light in a marble building down the street, 
Court hears hundreds of legal cases. 


Each case has Climbed up trom lower courts rong an sion oe 
Motte ecialt ins. Whatever the Supreme Court decides as 


only one decision rema 4 peep ore 7 

The Supreme Court bases its lecision on 

members judge a law “constitutional, the law Cg she pte 
For Israel, the covenant became their constitution 

here at Sinai (Exodus and Leviticus), du “ 


b (Deuteronomy). The 


pieces 
the plains of Moal 


\nyone who attacks’ his father or his 
+ must be put to death. 
\nyone who kidnaps another and either sells 
or still has him when he is caught must be put 
death 
Anyone who curses his father or mother 
nust be put to death 
iW]f men quarrel and one hits the other with a 
th his fisth and he does not die but is 
bed, !the one who struck the blow will 
held responsible if the other gets up and 
y ,round outside with his staff; however, he 
just pay the injured man for the loss of his time 
ee that he is completely healed 
If a man beats his male or female slave with a 
4 and the slave dies as a direct result, he must be 
punished, 2!but he is not to be punished if the 
slave gets up after a day or two, since the slave is 
his property 
f mer 


stone 


who are fighting hit a pregnant 
woman and she gives birth prematurely’ but 
there is no serious injury, the offender must be 
fined whatever the woman’s husband demands 
and the court allows. “But if there is serious in- 


415 Or alls 18 Or with a toot 


sround a commitment to him. He needed a pure 


covenant defined those 


Marriage Certificate 


relationship human beings ever have. 


relationship between God and his people. 


69 


22 Or she has @ miscarriage 


The next few books of the Bible spell out the ol 
hosen people, his “family.” If they obeyed, the Israelites would live free from diseases, their 
crops would grow bountifully, their women would give birth to many children, their armies prove 
victorious—in short, they would enjoy unprecedented national wealth and security (23:20-28). The 

benefits—all part of being born as the children of God. 


EXODUS 21:33 
jury, you are to take life for life, 4eye for eye, tooth 
for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for 
burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise. 

26''If a man hits a manservant or maidservant in 
the eye’and destroys it, he must let the seryant go 
free to compensate for the eye. 27And if he knocks 
out the tooth of a manservant or maidservant, he 
must let the servant go free to compensate for the 
tooth. ‘ 

28"'If a bull gores a man or a woman to death, the 
bull must be stoned to death, and its meat must 
not be eaten. But the owner of the bull will not be 
held responsible. °If, however, the bull has had 
the habit of goring and the owner has been warned 
but has not kept it penned up and it kills a man or 
woman, the bull must be stoned and the owner 
also must be put to death. However, if payment 
is demanded of him, he may redeem his life by 
paying whatever is demanded. 3!This law also ap- 
plies if the bull gores a son or daughter. %2If the bull 
gores a male or female slave, the owner must pay 
thirty shekels¢ of silver to the master of the slave, 
and the bull must be stoned. 

33’If a man uncovers a pit or digs one and fails to 


432 That is, about 12 ounces (about 0.3 kilogram) b 
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national policy to petty disputes of living together. God was shaping an entire culture for a group 
of homeless pilgrims. In all, 613 separate commands ordered their political, social, and spiritual — 


Other nations were haunted by the unpredictability of their gods. Who could tell what would 

anger or please them? But because of the covenant, Israelites knew exactly what God required and 

where they stood before him. They had a basis for trust and securty 
for Israel, the covenant established its birth as a nation. God sai 

treasured possession (19:5-6), He wanted a nation unlike any other, a model society centered 

eople, kept separate. 

ligations, but also the rewards, of being God’s 


as a tation, 
he had chosen the Jews as a 


Marriage is far more than a piece of paper, surely. It involves love and trust, sexuality, the 
thousand details involved in two people sharing life topste But in the eyes of the law, marriage 
requires a piece of paper. The document makes formal 


and legal the most intimate, personal 


later, the prophets Hosea, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel would compare the covenant to marriage. 
‘hey pointed out that Israel’s treatment of God amounted to adultery, and they called the nation 
back to its original covenant. The laws listed in detail are merely the formal expression of a love 


Pieces of paper define the boundaries of a relationship, but in no way can they express it 
adequately. You cannot get an adequate picture of life in a country by reading its constitution’s 
dry prose, nor can you understand the mystery of marriage by studying a ce 
in the same way, the laws and rules in the Book of the Covenant surely do not yield a complete 
piclure of life in a nation bound to God. But the covenant, and the context in which it came, 
show much about what God desired from his followers. 


‘ile Questions: Do you own any valuable papers that express a kind of ‘covenant’? If you drew up 
' covenant between yourself and God, what would it say? 


icate of marriage. 


h 


_ 
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EXODUS 21:34 

cover it and an ox or a donkey falls into it, 4the 
owner of the pit must pay for the loss; he must pay 
its owner, and the dead animal will be his. 

35"'If a man’s bull injures the bull of another and 

it dies, they are to sell the live one and divide both 
the money and the dead animal equally. *How- 
ever, if it was known that the bull had the habit of 
goring, yet the owner did not keep it penned up, 
the owner must pay, animal for animal, and the 
dead animal will be his, 


Protection of Property 
22 et aman steals an ox ora sheep and slaugh- 
ters it or sells it, he must Pay back five head 
of cattle for the ox and four sheep for the sheep. 
2"If a thief is caught breaking in and is struck so 
that he dies, the defender is not guilty of blood- 
shed; but if it happens after sunrise, he is guilty 
of bloodshed. 

“A thief must certainly make restitution, but if 
he pat nothing, he must be sold to pay for his 
theft, 

#If the stolen animal is found alive in his 
possession—whether ox or donkey or sheep—he 
must pay back double. 

5“If a man grazes his livestock in a field or vine- 
yard and lets them stray and they graze in another 
man’s field, he must make restitution from the best 
of his own field or vineyard 

°'lf a fire breaks out and spreads into thorn- 
bushes so that it burns shocks of grain or standing 
grain or the whole field, the one who started the 
fire must make restitution. 

"If a man gives his neighbor silver or goods for 
safekeeping and they are stolen from the neigh- 
bor’s house, the thief, if he is caught, must pay 
back double. 8But if the thief is not found, the 
owner of the house must appear before the 
judges? to determine whether he has laid his 
hands on the other man’s property. %In all cases of 
illegal possession of an ox, a donkey, a sheep, a 
garment, or any other lost property about which 
somebody says, ‘This is mine,’ both parties are to 
bring their cases before the judges. The one whom 
the judges declare¢ guilty must pay back double to 
his neighbor. 

10If a man gives a donkey, an ox, a sheep or any 
other animal to his neighbor for safekeeping andit 
dies or is injured or is taken away while no one is 
looking, !!the issue between them will be settled 

by the taking of an oath before the Lorp that the 


22:9 Punishment by Restitution 
In contrast to the prin — 
contemporary codes (such as Sumer ai ; 
Babylonia), the penalties for wrongdoing described 
in the next few chapters emphasize punishments 
fitted to the crime. They stress restitution, rather 
than vengeance. Modern courtrooms are once 
again practicing restitution—making the criminal 
serve society or “make good” to the victim. 
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nol revile the judges 


“3 Or if he strikes him wh ee 
irrevocable giving over of ices ot ee Loa, beh ly —— them. 
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to be married and sleeps 
bride-price, and she shall 
ther absolutely refuses to give 
still pay the bride-price for 
18‘Do not allow a sorcer 
19’Anyone who has se 
mal must be put to h 
20’Whoever sacrifices 
Lorp must be destro 
21Do not mistreat 
you were aliens in 
2Do not take advai r 
phan. 2If you do and the cry out to me, I wi 
certainly hear their cry. %My anger will b 
aroused, and I will kill you with the sword; 
wives will become widows and your chilc 
therless, a 
2“If you lend money to one of my | 
_ among you is Fitedy, do not be like 
lender; charge him no interest.¢ 26If 
neighbor's cloak as a pledge, return 
sunset, 27because his cloak is the only 
has for his body, What else will he slee| 
he cries out to me, { will hear, for lam 
ate. Y , 
~ 28"Do not blaspheme God/ or cu 
your people, 
__ 28"1o not hold back offerings fr 
ies or your vats.£ 
“You must give me the b 
Do the same with your cattle and 
them stay with their ici 
give them to me on the eight a 
31"You are to be my holy people, So do not eat 
the meat of an animal torn by wild beasts; throw 
to the dogs. ap SE lep< 
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Laws of Justice and Mercy 


23 “Do not spread false reports. 
wicked man by being a mali 
2"Do not follow the crowd in d 
When you give testimony in a la) 
pervert justice by siding with the cn 
not show favoritism to a poor man in 
4""If you come across your enemy's ox or 
wandering off, be sure to take it back to him. 
you see the donkey of someone who hates: 
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because the land would become desolate and | 
‘wild animals too numerous for you. MLittle | 
Weethe | will dive them out before you, until 
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S| will establish your borders from the Red 
Seat to the Sea of the Philistines, and from the 
desert to the River I will hand over to you the 
people whe live in the land and you will drive 
them out before you. 32Do make a covenant — 
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in it so that they light the space in front of it. Its 
wick trimmers and trays are to be of pure gold, A 
talent? of pure gold is to be used for the lampatand 
and all these accessories. “See that you make 
them according to the pattern shown you on the 
mountain 


The Tabernacle 


2 ‘Make the tabernacle with ten curtains of 
finely twisted linen and blue, purple and 
scarlet yarn, with cherubim worked into them by a 
skilled craftsman, 2All the curtains are to be the 
same size—twenty-eight cubits long and four cus 
bits wide. Join five of the curtains together, and 
jo the same with the other five. Make loops of 
blue material along the edge of the end curtain in 
one set, and do the same with the end curtain in 
the other set. SMake fifty loops on one curtain and 
fifty loops on the end curtain of the other set, with 
the loops opposite each other. *Then make fifty 
id clasps and use them to fasten the curtains 
ether so that the tabernacle is a unit 
“Make curtains of goat hair for the tent over the 
tabernacle—eleven altogether. SAI] eleven curtains 
are to be the same size—thirty cubits long and faur 
cubits wide.< %Join five of the curtains together 
into one set and the other six into another set. Fold 
the sixth curtain double at the front of the tent. 
\0Make fifty loops along the edge of the end cur- 
tain in one set and also along the edge of the end 
curtain in the other set. !!Then make fifty bronze 
clasps and put them in the loops to fasten the tent 
together as a unit. !12As for the additional length of 
the tent curtains, the half curtain that is left over is 
to hang down at the rear of the tabernacle. '3The 
tent curtains will be a cubit? longer on both sides; 
what is left will hang over the sides of the taber- 
acle so as to cover it. 4Make for the tent a cover- 
ing of ram skins dyed red, and over that a covering 
of hides of sea cows.¢ 
5“Make upright frames of acacia wood for the 
tabernacle. Each frame is to be ten cubits long 
and a cubit and a half wide,! 17with two projec- 
tions set parallel to each other. Make all the frames 
of the tabernacle in this way. \@Make twenty 
frames for the south side of the tabernacle '%and 
make forty silver bases fo go under them—two 
bases for each frame, one under each projection. 
20For the other side, the north side of the taber- 
nacle, make twenty frames 2land forty silver bases 
-two under each frame. 22Make six frames for the 
far end, that is, the west end of the tabernacle, 
Zand make two frames for the corners at the far 
end. 24At these two corners they must be double 
from the bottom all the way to the top, and fitted 
into a single ring; both shall be like that. 25So there 
will be eight frames and sixteen silver bases—two 
under each frame. 
26’Also make crossbars of acacia wood: five for 
the frames on one side of the tabernacle, 27five for 
those on the other side, and five for the frames on 
the west, at the far end of the tabernacle. 4The 


+39 That is, about 75 pounds (about 34 kilograms) 
wide 
).5 meter) 114 That 1s, dugongs 
1 That is, about 4 1/2 feet (about 1.3 meters) 


EXODUS 27:9 
center crossbar is to extend from end to end at the 
middle of the frames. Overlay the frarues vith 
gold and make gold rings to hold the crossbars. 
Also overlay the crossbars with gold, ~ 

%’Set up the tabernacle according to the plan 
shown you on the mountain 

0”Make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet 
yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubim 
worked into it by a skilled crafteman, “Hang it 
with gold hooks on four posts of acacia wood over 
laid with gold and standing on four silver bases. 
“Hang the curtain from the clasps and place the 
ark of the Testimony behind the curtain, The eure 
tain will separate the Holy Place from the Most 
Holy Place, 4Put the atonement cover on the ark 
of the Te in the Most Holy Place. “Place 
the table outside the curtain on the north side of 
the tabernacle and put the lampstand opposite it 
on the south side, 

"For the entrance to the tent make a curtain of 
blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted 
linen—the work of an embroiderer, "Make gold 
hooks for this curtain and five of acacia wood 
overlaid with gold. And cast five bronze bases 
them. 


The Altar of Burnt Offering 


27 “Build an altar of acacia wood, three cubites 
high; it is to be square, five cubits long and 
five cubits wide, 2Make a horn at each of the four 
corners, 80 that the horns and the altar are of one 
piece, and overlay the altar with bronze, Make all 
its utensils of bronze—its pots to remove the 
ashes, and its shovels, sprinkling bowls, meat — 
forks and firepans. 4Make a grating for it, a bronze 
network, and make a bronze ring at each of the 
four corners of the network. 5Put it under the 

of the altar so that it is halfway up the altar. 

poles of acacia wood for the altar and overlay them 
with bronze. 7The poles are to be inserted into the 
rings so they will be on two sides of the altar when 
it is carried. *Make the altar hollow, out of boards. 
It is to be made just as you were shown on 
mountain. ‘ 


# 


The Courtyard 
%Make a courtyard for the tabernacle. The 


26:33 A Torn Curtain 

The thick curtain described here separated the 

Holy Place from the Most Holy Place. Anyone who 

ventured beyond that curtain would die. The New 

Testament, however, records that at Jesus’ 

crucifixion the curtain tore in two, from top 
comrtohed: be edie iieta ee eoke 

ac i Ie 

between God and humanity (Matthew 27:51; 

Hebrews 10:20). ‘ 


°2 That is, about 42 feet (about 12.5 meters) long and 6 feet (about 1.8. 
# That is, about 45 feet (about 13.5 meters) long and 6 feet (about 1.8 meters) wide 

‘16 That is, about 15 feet (about 4.5 meters) long and 2 1/4 feet (about 0.7 meter) wide 
"1 That is, about 7 1/2 feet (about 2.3 meters) long and wide “ 


413 That is, about 1 1/2 


oa 


EXODUS 27:10 7” 


south side shall be a hundred cubits long and is 1 Ihe sourtyard ohall 
to have curtains of finely twisted linen with, ee fifteen Ply me 
{wenty post and tventy bronge bases and with wide of the entrance, with 
silver hooks and bands onthe posts, !!The north — basws, Hand eurtang 
side shall also be a hundred cubite long and is to 
have ins, with twenty posts and twenty 
bronge bases and with silver hooks and bands on curtain twenty eubited 
the posts searlet yarn and fi 
2'The west end of the courtyard shall be fifty an embroiderer 
cubits? wide and have curtains, with ten posts —I7All the ports ares 
and ten bases, On the east end, toward the sun silver bands and 


© Thats about 18) feet (about 46 meters); also in verse HT "12 That be, about 76 toot 4 
*¢ Thats about 22 172 feet (about 6.9 metern); alae in verse 15 476 That je, about 30 feet tae 


INSIGHT 


When God Was Ob 


Few atheists, but many 


To the Israelites the glory of the Lorv looked like a consumin, ¢ 
Ww doesn't God intervene more? Why doesn’t he di y feed 
and stop all wars? If God really exists, at the least o@sn't he make himself 


obvious? 


People who ask such questions often assume that, if God 0 ever did spectacularly 1 ; 
all doubts would vanish. Everyone would line up tok elieve in him. 


Astonishing Reactions 

Exodus tells of a time when God made himself ly obvious. The 
his mighty power. An enormous miracle at the Red provided sensat 
recurring miracle supplied food for the Israelites every morning. And, if 
existence arose, doubters needed only to look to the ever-present glor 
must have been hard to be an atheist in those days. 

Yet every instance of God’s faithfulness seemed to summon up 
untaithtulness. The same Israelites who had watched God crush a 
of Egyptian chariots. Three days after a miraculous escape across tl 
to Moses and God about water supplies. e 

A month or so later, when hunger pangs began to gnaw ot hee, oan o4 
only we had died by the Loro’s hand in Egypt! There we sat ai pots of meat and ate all the 
food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire or é ‘ 
death” (16:3). God responded with a provision of manna (that would continue for 40 and 


quail, but the Israelites were soon complaining about the water supplies again. i 


The Great Rebellion AE has ase - oie 
Exodus 32 shows the Israelites at their worst. People wl ad eaten manna 
had just solemnly agreed to keep every word of the covenant, who were at that moment = 
beside a mountain stormy with the Lord 9 PREse eee Ma people proceeded to melt t down = 
th Id jewelry and flagrantly flout the first commandment. » ty 
wistfit-necked,” God called the Israelites as he burned in anger against them. Only Moses’ 
eloquent appeal saved their lives. = : 3 
; qi a history of the Israelites should nail a coffin lid on the notion that woprceare Sea 
God’s power will guarantee faith. (Jesus would later say, “If they do not listen to tf 
Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead, Luke 16:: 
who had everyday proof of God demonstrated only one thing: the monotonous: 


ture, 2 é 
the enaete would pay for their acts by wandering 40 years in a desolate wilderness 
new, untainted generation grew up to replace them. But a pattern was - to 
Israelites failed God in the shadow of Mount Sinai, how would they foe: 
seduction of new cultures in the promised land? The next generation, bared rs 
would all their descendants. The old covenant, as Paul would so convi ingly argue 
Galatians, succeeded mainly by proving undeniably the need for a new one. 


Life Questions: Do you ever have doubts about God's existence? What would it take to 


convince you? 


ey 


surtyard shall be a hundred cubits long and fifty 

ubits wide,“ with curtains of finely twisted linen 
five cubits’ high, and with bronze bases. !9All the 
other articles used in the service of the tabernacle, 
whatever their function, including all the tent pegs 
for it and those for the courtyard, are to be of 
bronze 
Oil for the Lampstand 

Command the Israelites to bring you clear oil 
of pressed olives for the light so that the lamps 
may be kept burning. 2!In the Tent of Meeting, 
nutside the curtain that is in front of the Testi- 

ony, Aaron and his sons are to keep the lamps 
burning before the Lorp from evening till morn- 
ng. This is to be a lasting ordinance among the 
Israelites for the generations to come. 


The Priestly Garments 
Have Aaron your brother brought to you 
28 from among the Israelites, along with his 
sons Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, so 
they may serve me as priests. 2Make sacred gar- 
ments for your brother Aaron, to give him dignity 
and honor. *Tell all the skilled men to whom | have 
given wisdom in such matters that they are to 
make garments for Aaron, for his consecration, so 
he may serve me as priest. 4These are the garments 
they are to make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, 
a woven tunic, a turban and a sash. They are to 
make these sacred garments for your brother 
Aaron and his sons, so they may serve me as 
priests. “Have them use gold, and blue, purple 
and scarlet yarn, and fine linen. 


The Ephod 
°“Make the ephod of gold, and of blue, purple 
and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen—the 
work of a skilled craftsman. 7It is to have two 
shoulder pieces attached to two of its corners, so it 
can be fastened. ‘Its skillfully woven waistband is 
to be like it—of one piece with the ephod and 
made with gold, and with blue, purple and scarlet 
yarn, and with finely twisted linen. 
*’Take two onyx stones and engrave on them 
the names of the sons of Israel !9in the order of 
their birth—six names on one stone and the re- 
maining six on the other..11Engrave the names of 
the sons of Israel on the two stones the way a gem 
cutter engraves a seal. Then mount the stones in 
gold filigree settings '2and fasten them on the 
shoulder pieces of the ephod as memorial stones 
tor the sons of Israel. Aaron is to bear the names on 
his shoulders as a memorial before the Lorp. 
'3Make gold filigree settings Mand two braided 
chains of pure gold, like a rope, and attach the 
chains to the settings 


The Breastpiece 


15”Fashion a breastpiece for making decisions— 
the work of a skilled craftsman. Make it like the 
ephod: of gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet 
yarn, and of finely twisted linen. 16It is to be square 


“18 That is, about 150 feet (about 46 meters) long and 75 feet (about 23 meters) wide 
#18 Or lapis lazuli 
(32 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain. 


16 That is, about 9 inches (about 22 centimeters) 
stones is uncertain. 
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—a spane long and a span wide—and folded dou- 
ble. 17Then mount four rows of precious stones on 
it. In the first row there shall be a ruby, a topaz and 
a beryl; !4in the second row a turquoise, a sap- 
phire# and an emerald; !%in the third row a jacinth, 
an agate and an amethyst; in the fourth row a 
chrysolite, an onyx and a jasper.¢ Mount them in 
gold filigree settings. 2!There are to be twelve 
stones, one for each of the names of the sons of 
Israel, each engraved like a seal with the name of 
one of the twelve tribes, 

2For the breastpiece make braided chains of 
pure gold, like a rope. Make two gold rings for it 
and fasten them to two corners of the breastpiece. 
24Fasten the two gold chains to the rings at the 
corners of the breastpiece, and the other ends of 
the chains to the two settings, attaching them to 
the shoulder pieces of the ephod at the front. 
26Make two gold rings and attach them to the other 
two corners of the breastpiece on the inside edge _ 
next to the ephod. 27Make two more gold rings and 
attach them to the bottom of the shoulder pieces ~ 
on the front of the ephod, close to the seam just 
above the waistband of the ephod. 28The rings of 
the breastpiece are to be tied to the rings of the 
ephod with blue cord, connecting it to the waist- 
band, so that the breastpiece will not swing out 
from the ephod. 

29Whenever Aaron enters the Holy Place, he 
will bear the names of the sons of Israel over his 
heart on the breastpiece of decision as a continuing 
memorial before the Lorp. 37Also put the Urim 
and the Thummim in the breastpiece, so they may 
be over Aaron’s heart whenever he enters the 
presence of the Lorp. Thus Aaron will always bear 
the means of making decisions for the Israelites 
over his heart before the Lorp. 


Other Priestly Garments 


31’"Make the robe of the ephod entirely of blue 
cloth, 22with an opening for the head in its center. 
There shall be a woven edge like a collar! around 
this opening, so that it will not tear. 3Make pome- 
granates of blue, purple and scarlet yarn around 
the hem of the robe, with gold bells between them, 
¥The gold bells and the pomegranates are to alter- 
nate around the hem of the robe. 35Aaron must 
wear it when he ministers. The sound of the bells 
will be heard when he enters the Holy Place before 
the Lorp and when he comes out, so that he will 
not die, 

36Make a plate of pure gold and engrave onit as 
on a seal: HOLY TO THE LorD. 37Fasten a blue cord 
to it to attach it to the turban; it is to be on the front 
of the turban. 38[t will be on Aaron's forehead, and 
he will bear the guilt involved in the sacred gifts 
the Israelites consecrate, whatever their gifts may 
be. It will be on Aaron's forehead continually so 
that they will be acceptable to the Lorp. 2 

39Weave the tunic of fine linen and make the 
turban of fine linen. The sash is to be the work of 
an embroiderer. 40Make tunics, sashes and head- 
bands for Aaron’s sons, to give them dignity and 


°18 Thatis, about 7 122 feet (about 2.3 meters) 
«20 The precise identification of some of these precious. 
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honor 


76 
“After you put these clothes on your 
brother Aaron and his sons, anoint and ordain 
them, Consecrate them so they may serve me as 
priests 

2Make linen undergarments as a covering for 
the body, reaching from the waist to the thigh. 
Aaron and his sons must wear them whenever 
they enter the Tent of Meeting or approach the 
altar to minister in the Holy Place, so that they will 
not incur guilt and die. 


“This is to be a lasting ordinance for Aaron and 
his descendants. 


Consecration of the Priests 
“This is what-you are to do to consecrate 


29 them, so they may serve me as priests: Take 
a young bull and two rams without defect. 2And 
from fine wheat flour, without yeast, make bread, 
and cakes mixed with oil, and wafers spread with 
oil. 3Put them in a basket and present them in it— 
along with the bull and the two rams. 4Then bring 
Aaron and his sons to the entrance to the Tent of 
Meeting and wash them with water. 5Take the 
garments and dress Aaron with the tunic, the robe 
of the ephod, the ephod itself and the breastpiece. 
Fasten the ephod on him by its skillfully woven 
waistband. 6Put the turban on his head and attach 
the sacred diadem to the turban. 7Take the anoint- 
ing oil and anoint him by pouring it on his head. 
*Bring his sons and dress them in tunics 9and put 
headbands on them. Then tie sashes on Aaron and 
his sons.4 The priesthood is theirs by a lasting 
ordinance. In ‘his way you shail ordain Aaron and 
his sons. 
10“Bring the bull to the front of the Tent of Meet- 
ing, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands 
on its head. !Slaughter it in the Lorp’s presence at 
the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 12Take some 
of the bull’s blood and put it on the horns of the 
altar with your finger, and pour out the rest of itat 
the base of the altar. !3Then take all the fat around 
the inner parts, the covering of the liver, and both 
kidneys with the fat around them, and burn them 
on thealtar. !4But burn the bull's flesh and its hide 
and its offal outside the camp. It is a sin offering. 
15’ Take one of the rams, and Aaron and his sons 
shall lay their hands on its head. 16Slaughter it and 
take the blood and sprinkle it against the altar on 
all sides. 17Cut the ram into pieces and wash the 
inner parts and the legs, putting them with the 
head and the other pieces. !8Then burn the entire 
ram on the altar. it is a burnt offering to the Lorp, 
a pleasing aroma, an offering made to the Lorp by 
fire 
19’Take the other ram, and Aaron and his sons 
shall lay their hands on its head. 20Slaughter ity 
take some of its blood and put it on the lobes of the 
right ears of Aaron and his sons, on the thumbs of 
their right hands, and on the big toes of their right 
feet. Then sprinkle blood against the altar on all 
sides. 21And take some of the blood on the altar 
and some of the anointing oil and sprinkle it on 
‘Aaron and his garments and on his sons and their 


#9 Hebrew, Septuagint on then +28 Traditionally peace offerings 
440 That is, probably about | quart (about 1 liter) 


xarments. Then he and his. 
ments will be consecrated. 


2 "Take from this ram the fat, th 
around the 


2From the basket 
which is before the 


fore the Lorp as a wave off 

from their hands and burn them o 

with the burnt offering for a p 

Lorp, an offering made to the Lorp b 

you take the breast of the ram for on 

tion, wave it before the Lorp as a wave 

and it will be your share. — x 
27”Consecrate those of the ordi 

that belong to Aaron and his sons: the 

was waved and the thigh that was 

2This is always to be the regular share . 

Israelites for Aaron and his sons. It is the contribu- 

tion the Israelites are to make to the Lorp from 

their fellowship offerings. a al 
29’Aaron’s sacred garments will belong ¢> his” 

descendants so that they can be anointed and or- 

dained in them. *The son who succeeds him a 

priest and comes to the Tent of Meeting to minister 

in the Holy Place is to wear them seven days. 
31Take the ram for the ordination and cook the 

meat in a sacred place. 32At the entrance to the 

Tent of Meeting, Aaron and his sons are ! 

meat of the ram and the bread that is in 

33They are to eat these offerings by which at 


ment was made for their ordination and consecra~ 


tion. But no one else may eat them, au they 
are sacred. 4And if any of the meat of n - 
tion ram or any bread is left over till morning, burn 
it up. It must not be eaten, because it is sacred. 
35Do for Aaron and his sons everything I have 
commanded you, taking seven days to ordain 
them. 2Sacrifice a bull each day as a sin offering to. 
make atonement. Purify the altar by making atc 
ment for it, and anoint it to consecrate it. 37For 
seven days make atonement for the altar and con- 
secrate it. Then the altar will be most and 
whatever touches it will be holy. : 
38”This is what you are to offer on the altar 
regularly each day: two lambs a year old. Offer 
one in the morning and the other at twilight. 
40With the first lamb offer a tenth of an of 
fine flour mixed with a quarter of a hin? 
pressed olives, 
drink offering. 
with the same grain 


hands (which do 
were prepared to 


as in the morning—« pleasing aroma, an offering 
10 the Loxp by fire 
wr the generations to come this burnt offer+ 
ing is to be made regularly at the entrance to the 
Tent of Meeting before the Loxp, There | will meet 
you and speak to you; “there also | will meet with 
the Israelites, and the place will be consecrated by 
my glory 
"So I will consecrate the Tent of Meeting and 

the altar and will consecrate Aaron and his sons to 
serve me as priests, Then | will dwell among the 
Israelites and be their God. “They will know that I 
am the Lop their God, who brought them out of 
Egypt so that I might dwell among them, | am the 
Lorp their God 


The Altar of Incense 

Make an altar of acacia wood for burning 
3 incense, 2It is to be square, a cubit long and 
a cubit wide, and two cubits high"—its horns of 
one piece with it, Overlay the top and all the sides 
and the horns with pure gold, and make a gold 
molding around it, ‘Make two gold rings for the 
altar below the molding—two on opposite sides— 
to hold the poles used to carry it. 5Make the poles 
of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. Put 
the altar in front of the curtain that is before the ark 
of the Testimony—before the atonement cover 
that is over the Testimony—where | will meet with 

you. 
7 Aaron must burn fragrant incense on the altar 
every morning when he tends the lamps. 8He 
must burn incense again when he lights the lamps 
at twilight so incense will burn regularly before the 
Lorp for the generations to come. 9Do not offer on 
this altar any other incense or any burnt offering or 
grain offering? and do not pour a drink offering on 
it. 10Once a year Aaron shall make atonement on 
its horns. This annual atonement must be made 
with the blood of the atoning sin offering for the 
geaerations to come. It is most holy to the Lorp.” 


Atonement Money 

Then the Lorp said to Moses, 12“When you 
take a census of the Israelites to count them, each 
one must pay the Lorp a ransom for his life at the 
time he is counted. Then no plague will come on 
them when you number them. !3Each one who 


30:10 Jewish Holy Days 

Orthodox Jews still faithfully honor the Day of 
Atonement described here, the holy day of Yom 
Kippur. But the New Testament book of Hebrews 
reinterprets this period of time as a copy, or 
shadow, of the real thing to come in Jesus Christ. 
What a high priest accomplished, through 
elaborate ceremony, ance a year on the Day of 
Atonement, Christ did once for all (Hebrews 8-9). 
As a consequence, all of us—not just a purified 
shear confidently “enter the Most Holy 
Place.” 
CSE 


#2 That is, about 1 1/2 feet (about 0.5 meter) long and wide and about 3 feet (about 0.9 meter) high 
‘23 That is, about 12 1/2 pounds (about 6 kilograms) 


(about 6 grams); also in verse 15 
(about 4 liters) 
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cronses over to thone already counted is to * 
half shekel,” according to the sanctuary pon 
which weighs twenty gerahe. This half shekel ie an 
offering to the Loxp. “All who crows over, these 
twenty years old or more, are to give an offering to 
the Loup. ae rich are not to give more than 4 
half shekel and the poor are not to give less when 
you make the offering to the Loup to atone for - 
your lives, Receive the atonement money from 
the Israelites and use it for the service of the Tent of 
Meeting. It will be a memorial for the leraelites 
before the Loup, making atonement for your 
lives.” 


Basin for Washing 

Then the Loxp said to Moses, Make a 
bronze basin, with its bronze stand, for washing. 
Place it between the Tent of Meeting and the altar, 
and put water in it. Aaron and his sons are to 
wash their hands and feet with water from it. 
Whenever they enter the Tent of Meeting, they 
shall wash with water so that they will not die. 
Also, when they approach the altar to minister by 
presenting an offering made to the Loxp by fire, 
2ithey shall wash their hands and feet so that they 
will not die. This is to be a lasting ordinance for 
Aaron and his descendants for the generations to 
come.” ; 
Anointing Oil 

2Then the Lorp said to Moses, 2’Take the fol- 
lowing fine spices: 500 shekels« of liquid myrrh, 
half as much (that is, 250 shekels) of fragrant cinna- 
mon, 250 shekels of fragrant cane, 24500 shekels of 
cassia—all according to the sanctuary shekel—and 
a hin¢ of olive oil. Make these into a sacred 
anointing oil, a fragrant blend, the work of a per- 
fumer. It will be the sacred anointing oil. Then 
use it to anoint the Tent of Meeting, the ark of the 
Testimony, ”’the table and all its articles, the lamp- 
stand and its accessories, the altar of incense, the 
altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and the 
basin with its stand. You shall consecrate them 
so they will be most holy, and whatever touches 
them will be holy. . 

%“Anoint Aaron and his sons and consecrate 
them so they may serve me as priests. 3!Say to the 
Israelites, ‘This is to be my sacred anointing oil for 
the generations to come. 32Do not pour iton men’s 
bodies and do not make any oil with the same 
formula. It is sacred, and you are to consider it 
sacred. 3Whoever makes perfume like it and who- 
ever puts it on anyone other than a priest must be 
cut off from his people.’ ”” 4 


Incense 

Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Take fragrant 
spices—gum resin: onycha and galbanum—and 
pure frankincense, all in equal amounts, Sand 
make a fragrant blend of incense, the work of a 
perfumer. It is to be salted and pure and sacred. 
Grind some of it to powder and place it in front of 
the Testimony in the Tent of Meeting, where I will 
#13 Thatis, about U5 ounce 
424 That is, probably about 4 quarts 
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meet with you. It shall be most holy to-you, 37Do 
not make any incense with this formula for your- 
selves; consider it holy to the Lorp “Whoever 
makes any like it to enjoy its fragrance must be cut 
oft from his people 


Bezalel and Oholiab 


3 1 Then the Lorp said ito Moses, 2See; | have 
ew chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of 
the tribe of Judah, Sand I have filled him with the 
Spint of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in 
all kinds of crafts— 4to make artistic designs for 
work in gold, silver and bronze, 5to cut and set 


S, to Work In wood, and to engage in all kinds 

smanship. Moreover, I have appointed 
Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, to 
help him. Also I have given skill to all the crafts- 
men to make everything I have commanded you: 
“the Tent of Meeting, the ark of the Testimony 
with the atonement cover on it, and all the other 
hings of the tent—Sthe table and its articles, 
the pure gold lampstand and all its accessories, the 
ar of incense, *the altar of burnt offering and all 
utensils, the basin with its stand— Wand also 
the woven garments, both the sacred garments for 
Aaron the priest and the garments for his sons 
when they serve as priests, !land the’anointing oil 
and fragrant incense for the Holy Place. They are 
to make them just as I commanded you.” 


The Sabbath 


“Then the Lorp said to Moses, 13Say to the 
Israelites, ‘You must observe my Sabbaths. This 
will be a sign between me and you for the genera- 
hons to come, so you may know that I am the 
Lorp, who makes you holy.« 

+ “Observe the Sabbath, because it is holy to 
you. Anyone who desecrates it must be put to 
h; whoever does any work on that day must be 
off from his people. !5For six days, workis to be 
done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest, holy 
to the Lorp, Whoever does any work on the Sab- 
bath day must be put to death. 16The Israelites are 
to observe the Sabbath, celebrating it for the gener- 
ations to come as a lasting covenant. 17It will bea 
sign between me and the Israelites forever, for in 
six days the Lorp made the heavens and the earth, 
and on the seventh day he abstained from work 
and rested.’ ”” 

18When the Lorp finished speaking to Moses on 
Mount Sinai, he gave him the two tablets of the 
Testimony, the tablets of stone inscribed by the 
finger of God 


The Golden Calf 


When the people saw that Moses was so 
32 long in coming down from the mountain, 
they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, 
make us gods’ who will go before us. As for this 
fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we 
don’t know what has happened to him.” 
2Aaron answered them, ‘Take off the gold ear- 
rings that your wives, your sons and your daugh- 
ters are wearing, and bring them to me.” 3So all 


+13. Or who sanctifies you; or who sets you apart as holy 
46 Traditionally peace offerings 


61 Ora god; also in verses 23 and 31 


the people took off their earrings | 
them to Aaron. 4He took what they | 
and made itinto an idol east in the 
fashioning it with a tool. Then th 
are your gods," Q. Israel, who broug) 


of Egypt.” is ae - 
SWhen Aaron saw ‘ . , 

of the calf and announce’ pull a ltd front ; 

be a festival to the Lorn.” So the next day the . 

people rose early and Sacrificed burnt Btlerings 

and presented fellowship offering: fterward 

they sat down to eat and drink up to 


indulge in revelry. 

7Then the Lorb said to Moses, “Go ¢ 
cause your people, whom you brought 
Egypt, have become corrupt. *They hav 
quick to turn away from what I commanded fl 
and have made themselves an ido! cast in the 
shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and 
sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, 
O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’ 

°*T have seen these people,” the Lorp said to 
Moses, “‘and they are a stiff-necked people. “Now 
leave me alone so that my anger may burn against 
them and that I may destroy them. Then { will 
make you into a great nation.” 

MBut Moses sought the favor of the Lorp his 
God. “O Lorp,” he said, “why should your anger 
burn against your people, whom you brought out 
of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? 
?2Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil 
intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the 
mountains and to wipe them off the face of the 
earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do 
not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember 
your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom 
you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky 
and | will give your descendants all this land 1 
promised them, and it will be their inheritance 
forever.’ 4Then the Lorp relented and did not 
bring on his people the disaster he had threatened. : 

'SMoses turned and went down the mountain ia 
with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands. 

They were inscribed on both sides, front and back. 
leThe tablets were the work of God; the writing 
was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. 

!7When Joshua heard the noise of the people 
shouting, he said to Moses, “There is the sound of 
war in the camp.” 

18Moses replied: ia 


“Tt is not the sound of victory, wet 
it is not the sound of defeat; 
it is the sound of singing that I hear.” 


19When Moses approached the camp and saw 
the calf and the dancing, his anger burned and he 
threw the tablets out of his hands, t 
to pieces at the foot of the mountain. 20And he took 
the calf they had made and burned it in the fire; 
then he ground it to powder, scattered iton the 
water and made the Israelites drink it. 

21He said to Aaron, “What did these people 


4 Ot Ths is our god; also in verse 8 
, oe 
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, that you led them into such great sin?” 
Do not be angry, my lord.” Aaron answered. 
You know how prone these people are to evil 
23They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go 
before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us 
up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has hap- 
pened to him.’ 4So | told them, ‘Whoever has any 
gold jewelry, take it off.’ Then they gave me the 
gold, and | threw it into the fire, and out came this 
calf!” 
25Moses saw that the people were running wild 
and that Aaron had let them get out of control and 
so become a laughingstock to their enemies. 26So 
he stood at the entrance to the camp and said, 
Whoever is for the Lorp, come to me.” And all 
the Levites rallied to him 
"Then he said to them, “This is what the Lorp, 
the God of Israel, says: ‘Each man strap a sword to 
his side. Go back and forth through the camp from 
one end to the other, each killing his brother and 
friend and neighbor 28The Levites did as Moses 
commanded, and that day about three thousand of 
the people died. 2°Then Moses said, “You have 
been set apart to the Lorp today, for you were 
against your own sons and brothers, and he has 
blessed you this day 
The next day Moses said to the people, “You 
have committed a great sin. But now I will go up to 
the Lorp; perhaps I can make atonement for your 
sin 
3150 Moses went back to the Lorp and said, 
‘Oh, what a great sin these people have commit- 
ted! They have made themselves gods of gold. 
32But now, please forgive their sin—but if not, 
then blot me out of the book you have written.” 
33The Loxp replied to Moses, “Whoever has 
sinned against me I will blot out of-my book. 
4Now go, lead the people to the place I spoke of, 
and my angel will go before you. However, when 
the time comes for me to punish, | will punish 
them for their sin.’” 
35And the Lorp struck the people with a plague 
because of what they did with the calf Aaron had 
made 
Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Leave this 
3 place, you and the people you brought up 
out of Egypt, and go up to the land I promised on 
oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, ‘I will 
give it to your descendants.’ 21 will send an angel 
before you and drive out the Canaanites, Amo- 
rites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 
3Go up to the land flowing with milk and honey. 
But | will not go with you, because you are a stiff- 
necked people and | might destroy you on the 
way.” 
4When the people heard these distressing 
words, they began to mourn and no one put on 
any ornaments. 5For the Lorp had said to Moses, 
“Tell the Israelites, ‘You are a stiff-necked people. 
If were to go with you even fora moment, I might 
destroy you. Now take off your ornaments and | 
will decide what to do with you.’ “ 6So the Israel- 
ites stripped off their ornaments at Mount Horeb. 


The Tent of Meeting 
7Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it 


EXODUS 33:22 


outside the camp some distance away, calling it 
the “tent of meeting.” Anyone inquiring of the 
Lorp would go to the tent of meeting outside the 
camp. And whenever Moses went out to the tent, 
all the people rose and stood at the entrances to 
their tents, watching Moses until he entered the 
tent, 9As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of 
cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, 
while the Loxp spoke with Moses. !0Whenever the 
people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the en- 
trance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, 
each at the entrance to his tent. !1The Lorp would 
speak to Moses face to face, as a man’ speaks with 
his friend, Then Moses would return to the camp, 
but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave 
the tent. 


Moses and the Glory of the Lorp 

12Moses said to the Lorp, “You have been tell- 
ing me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let 
me know whom you will send with me. You have 
said, ‘l know you by name and you have found 
favor with me.’ !3If you are pleased with me, teach 
me your ways so I may know you and continue to 
find favor with you, Remember that this nation is 
your people.” 

The Lorp replied, ‘My Presence will go with 
you, and I will give you rest.” 

1SThen Moses said to him, “If your Presence 
does not go with us, do not send us up from here. 
16How will anyone know that you are pleased with 
me and with your people unless you go with us? 
What else will distinguish me and your people 
from all the other people on the face of the earth?” 

17And the Lorp said to Moses, “I will do the 
very thing you have asked, because | am pleased 
with you and I know you by name.” 

18Then Moses said, ‘Now show me your glory.” 

19And the Lorp said, “I will cause all my good- 
ness to pass in front of you, and | will proclaim my 
name, the Lorp, in your presence. | will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion. 
20But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no 
one may see me and live.’” 

21Then the Lorn said, ‘There is a place near me 
where you may stand on a rock. 22When my glory 
passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and 
cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 


33:3 Why the Jews? 

This remarkable scene shows Moses pleading with 
God not to abandon the Jews, his chosen people. 
Eventually, God did agree to lead them on (33:17). 
Why were the Jews chosen? Why not some other 
race? When the Bible touches on the question at 
all, it gives no comprehensive answer. Usually, the 
reply boils down to something like this, 
have mercy on whom | will have mercy” (33:19). 
God reserves the right to choose whomever he 
wants, But Exodus makes one thing clear, Israelites 
were not chosen because of their bravery or 
impressiveness or even faithfulness. Their 

was an act of God’s pure grace; no one else can 
take the credit. a z 
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Then | will remove my hand and you will see my 
back; but my face must not be seen.” 


The New Stone Tablets 


3 The Lorp said to Moses, “Chisel out two 
stone tablets like the first ones, and I will 
write on them the words that were on the first 
tablets, which you broke. 2Be ready in the morn- 
ing, and then come up on Mount Sinai. Present 
yourself to me there on top of the mountain: 3No 
one is to come with you or be seen anywhere on 
the mountain; not even the flocks and herds may 
graze in front of the mountain.” 
4So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the 
first ones and went up Mount Sinai early in the 
morning, as the Lorp had commanded him; and 
he carried the two stone tablets in his hands. 5Then 
the Lorp came down in the cloud and stood there 
with him and proclaimed his name, the Lorp. 
°And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, 
The Lorp, the Lorp, the compassionate and gra- 
cious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and 
faithfulness, “maintaining love to thousands, and 
forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he 
does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes 
the children and their children for the sin of the 
fathers to the third and fourth generation.” 
8Moses bowed to the ground at once and wor- 
shiped. %O Lord, if I have found favor in your 
eyes,” he said, “then let the Lord go with us. 
Although this is a stiff-necked people, forgive our 
wickedness and our sin, and take us as your inher- 
itance.” 
10Then the Lorp said; “I am making a covenant 
with you. Before all your people I will do wonders 
never before done in any nation in all the world. 
The people you live among will see how awesome 
is the work that I, the Lorp, will do for you. 
Obey what I command you today. I will drive out 
before you the Amorites, Canaanites, Hittites, Per- 
izzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 12Be careful not to 
make a treaty with those who live in the land 
where you are going, or they will be a snare among 
you. 13Break down their altars, smash their sacred 
stones and cut down their Asherah poles. 14Do 
not worship any other god, for the Lorp, whose 
name is Jealous, is a jealous God. 
15’Be careful not to make a treaty with those 
who live in the land; for when they prostitute 
themselves to their gods and sacrifice to them, 
they will invite you and you will eat their sacri- 
fices. 16And when you choose some of their 
daughters as wives for your sons and those daugh- 
ters prostitute themselves to their gods, they will 
lead your sons to do the same. 
17Do not make cast idols. 


34:6-7 Capsule Description 

The self-description of God found in these two 
verses became for the Jews a profound summary of 
God’s nature. The Old Testament quotes or alludes 
to this passage more than any other. 
SS 


413 That is, symbols of the goddess Asherah 


18"Celebrate the Feast of 
seven days eat bread made 
commanded you. Do this at the 
the month of Abib, for in that month: 
of Egypt. Ve 


me, including all the firstborn males of 
stock, whether from herd or flock. ‘the 
firstborn donkey with a lamb, but if you do not 


redeem it, break its neck. Redeem ali your first- 
born sons. : 


“No one is to appear before me empty-handed. 4 
21”Six days you shall labor, but on the 


day you shall rest; even during the plowingseason 
and harvest you must rest. 

22”Celebrate the Feast of Weeks with the first- 
fruits of the wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingath- 
ering at the turn of the year. Three times a year 
all your men are to appear before the Sovereign 
Lorp, the God of Israel. 241 will drive out nations 
before you and enlarge your territory, and no one 
will covet your land when you go up three times 
each year to appear before the Lorp your God, 

2Do not offer the blood of a sacrifice to me 
along with anything containing yeast, and do not 
let any of the sacrifice from the Passover Feast 
remain until morning. 

26'Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil to 
the house of the Lorp your God. " 

“Do not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk.”” 

27Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Write down 
these words, for in accordance with these words I 
have made a covenant with you and with Israel.” 
28Moses was there with the Lorp forty days and 
forty nights without eating bread or 
water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of 
the covenant—the Ten Commandments. 


The Radiant Face of Moses 


2°When Moses came down from Mount Sinai 
with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands, 
he was not aware that his face was radiant because 
he had spoken with the Lorp. ®When Aaron and 
all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, 
and they were afraid to come near him. 3!But 
Moses called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders 
of the community came back to him, and he spoke 
to them. 32Afterward all the Israelites came near 
him, and he gave them all the commands the Lorp 
had given him on Mount Sinai. 

33When Moses finished speaking to them, he 
puta veil over his face. 4But whenever he entered 
the Lorp’s presence to speak with him, he re- 
moved the veil until he came out. And when he 
came out and told the Israelites what he had been 
commanded, 35they saw that his face was radiant. 
Then Moses would put the veil back over his face 
until he went in to speak with the Lorp. 


Sabbath Regulations 
Moses assembled the whole Israelite 4 
3 munity and said to them, “These are 
things the Lorp has commanded you to 
ere 


22 Thatis, in the fall 


81 


six days, work is to be done, but the seventh day 
shall be your holy day, a Sabbath of rest to the 
Lorp. Whoever does any work on it must be put to 
death. *Do not light a fire in any of your dwellings 
on the Sabbath day.” 


Materials for the Tabernacle 
4Moses said to the whole Israelite community, 


EXODUS 35:9 


what you have, take an offering for the Lorp, 
Everyone who is willing is to bring to the Lorv an 
offering of gold, silver and bronze; blue, purple 
and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat hair; 7ram 
skins dyed red and hides of sea cows; acacia 
wood; Solive oil for the light; spices for the anoint- 
ing oil and for the fragrant incense; %and onyx 
stones and other gems to be mounted on the 


“This is what the Lorp has commanded; ‘From —_ ephod and breastpiece. 


#7 That is, dugongs: also in verse 23 


A Portable Cathedral 
An unlikely sight in the desert s 


And everyone who was willing and whose heart moved him came and brought an offering to the Loro 


for the work on the Tent of Meeting. 35:21 
7 [pee of years ago a wonderful work of art was built, and the last chapters of Exodus 
provide a wealth of details about it. In a hostile desert landscape, a tribe of just-liberated 


slaves built something of exquisite beauty: a portable cathedral, or tabernacle. 
specially endowing the craftsmen with skill (31:1-6) and 


God directed the project pe eonally 
elaborating right down to the color choice of woven yarns, the precise length of curtains and 
wooden frames, and the design of gold filigree. The people of Israel joined together in a flurry of 
n. A ton of gold went into the project, as well as nearly 


activity, carefully following God’s patteri 
four tons of silver and stockpiles of precious gems and rare woods. 


God Moves In 
After describing the tabernacle construction in great detail, the Bible devotes just five verses, 
the last five in Exodus, to its culmination. In a matter-of-fact tone, those sentences record a 


remarkable event. 
Throughout the book of Exodus God had been progressively revealing himself to Moses: once 


in a burning bush, once in a mysterious appearance beside a rock, once on a trembling mountain, 
and often in a cloud-covered Tent of Meeting. God's presence caused such fear and awe that the 
people of Israel begged that he not speak to them directly (20:19). When Moses had come.down 
from Mount Sinai after meeting with God, he glowed as if radioactive, and everyone was too 
frightened to go near him (34:30). 

Yet, on the day the tabernacle was completed, this same God moved in. His glory filled the new 


tabernacle. God took up residence with his people. 


A Visible Reminder 


id reverence. He cannot be experienced di ctly, 
dus 


‘says, could not look on God’s face and live (33:20). 
And yet, amnaziogly) that same God who seemed so distant came near, Despite the huge gulf 

separating God and humanity—a gulf that all the rules on holiness and purification only hint 

at—God allowed personal access to himself. He mad 


Le 


EXODUS 35:10 82 


10 All who are skilled among you are to come 
and make everything the Lorp has commanded: 
Uthe tabernacle with its tent and its covering, 
clasps, frames, crossbars, posts and bases; !2the 
ark with its poles and the atonement cover and the 
curtain that shields it; !3the table with its poles and 
all its articles and the bread of the Presence; 4the 
lampstand that is for light with its accessories, 
lamps and oil for the light; 15the altar of incense 
with its poles, the anointing oil and the fragrant 
incense; the curtain for the doorway at the en- 
trance to the tabernacle; !the altar of burnt offer- 
ing with its bronze grating, its poles and all its 
utensils; the bronze basin with its stand; !7the cur- 
tains of the courtyard with its posts and baseo: ond 
the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard; 1 * 
tent pegs for the tabernacle and for the courtyard, 
and their ropes; !%the woven garments worn for 
ministering in the sanctuary—both the sacred gar- 
ments for Aaron the priest and the garments for 
his sons when they serve as priests.” 

20Then the whole Israelite community withdrew 
from Moses’ presence, land everyone who was 
willing and whose heart moved him came and 
brought an offering to the Lorp for the work on 
the Tent of Meeting, for all its servjce, and for the 
sacred garments. 22All who were willing, men and 
women alike, came and brought gold jewelry of all 
kinds: brooches, earrings, rings and ornaments, 
They all presented their gold as a wave offering to 
the Lorp. Everyone who had blue, purple or 
scarlet yarn or fine linen, or goat hair, ram skins 
dyed red or hides of sea cows brought them. 
24Those presenting an offering of silver or bronze 
brought it as an offering to the Lorp, and everyone 
who had acacia wood for any part of the work 
brought it. Every skilled woman spun with her 
hands and brought what she had spun—blue, pur- 
ple or scarlet yarn or fine linen. 26And all the 
women who were willing and had the skill spun 
the goat hair. 27The leaders brought onyx stones 
and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and 
breastpiece. 28They also brought spices and olive 
oil for the light and for the anointing oil and for the 
fragrant incense. 2All the Israelite men and 
women who were willing brought to the Lorp Joined five a y 
freewill offerings for all the work the LoRD through curtains into one set and the other: 
Moses had commanded them to do. hee set. 7 Then they a ee 

4 the end curtain in one set an¢ 0 alo 


Bezalel and Oholiab 

xThen Moses said to the Israelites, “See, the 
Lorp has chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of 
Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and he has filled him 
with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and 
knowledge in all kinds of crafts— *2to make artistic 
designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, to 
cut and set stones, to work in wood and to engage 
in all kinds of artistic craftsmanship. MAnd he has 
given both him and Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of 
the tribe of Dan, the ability to teach others. “He 
has filled them with skill to do all kinds of work as 
craftsmen, designers, embroiderers in blue, pur- 
ple and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and weavers— 


{about 12.5 meters) long and 6 feet (about 1.8 meters) wide 15 That is, 


—— 


aa 


#9 That is, about 42 feet 
long and 6 beet (about 1. meters) wide 


* 


ae “Then they made for the tent 2 covering of 


ram shins dyed revi and ower that a covering of 
hades of saa cows.* 


mwenty frames for the south sade of the tabernacte 
Nand made forty silver bases to go under them— 
rwo bases for each frame, one under each prores 

a. For the other side, the north side af the 
pemacie, they made owenty frames JAand forty 

‘)\er hases—two under each frame. 7 They made 

~ <a trames for the far end, that is, the west end of 
he tabernacte, Band two frames were made for 

the comers of the tabernacie at the far end. PAt 
hese ners the frames were double from the 

he way to the top and fitted into a 
ng both were made alike. “So there were 
mes and sixteen silver bases—two under 


made crossbars of acacia wood: five 
nes on one side of the tabernacle, @five 
on the other side, and five for the frames 
on the west. at the far end of the tabernacle. SThey 
made the center crossbar so that it extended from 
end at the middle of the frames. ¥They 
frames with gold and made gold rings 
crossbars. They also overlaid the cross- 
gold 

ey made the curtain of blue, purple and 
varn and finely twisted linen, with cher- 
ked into it by a skilled craftsman. “They 
r posts of acaci2 wood for it and overlaid 
with gold. They made gold hooks for them 
heir four silver bases. 57For the entrance 
ent they made a curtain of blue, purple and 
yarn and finely twisted linen—the work of 
roiderer; Sand they made five posts with 
‘or them. They overlaid the tops of the posts 
a eir bands with gold and made their five 
bases of bronze. 


The Ark 


™7 Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood—two 
and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half 
wide, and a cubit and a half high.< 2He overlaid it 
with pure gold, both inside and out, and made a 
gold molding around it. 3He cast four gold rings 
for it and fastened them to its four feet, with two 
rings on one side and two rings on the other. 
4Then he made poles of acacia wood and overlaid 
them with gold. 5And he inserted the poles into 
the rings on the sides of the ark to carry it. 
6He made the atonement cover of pure gold— 
two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half 
wide.4 7Then he made two cherubim out of ham- 
mered gold at the ends of the cover. 8He made one 
cherub on one end and the second cherub on the 


«19 That is, dugongs 


3.34 feet (about 1.1 meters) long and 2 1/4 feet (about 0.7 meter) wide and high 
*10 Or He; also in verses 11-29 


and 2 1/4 feet (about 0.7 meter) wide 
(about 0.5 meter) wide, and 2 1/4 feet (about 0.7 meter) high 
about 75 pounds (about 34 kilograms) 
meter) high 
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cups, buds and blossoms ‘one piece with it, 
18Six from the sides of the 
lampstand—three on one side and three on the 


flowers with buds and blossoms. bud was 
under the first pair of branches extending from the 
lampstand, a second bud under the pair, 
and a third bud under the third pait 


‘They made its seven lamps, as well as its wick 


trimmers and trays, of pure gold. "They made the 
lampstand and all its accessories from one talent* 
of pure gold. 5 


it. 6They overlaid the top and all the sides and the 
horns with pure gold, and made a gold molding 


" 
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EXODUS 38:1 
The Altar of Burnt Offering 


we bunlt the altar of burnt offering of 
@ wood. three cubits high; it was 
SQeare. Sve cubits long and five cubits wide.« 
T a horn at each of the four corners, so 
2 the altar were of one Piece, and 
ve altar with bronze, 3They made all 
dronze—its pots, shovels, sprinkling 
orks and firepans. ‘They made a grat- 

4 bronze network, to be under its 
ay up the altar. SThey cast bronze 
poles for the four corners of the 
They made the Poles of acacia 
jaid them with bronze. 7They in- 
oles into the rings so they would be on 
altar for carrying it, They made it 
f boards. 


Basin for Washing 


e the bronze basin and its bronze 
rrors of the women who served 
‘© the Tent of Meeting. 


The Courtyard 


&N e the courtyard, The south side 
bits¢ long and had curtains of 
en, !with twenty posts and 
bases, and with silver hooks and 
posts. ''The north side was also a 
s long and had twenty posts and 
bases, with silver hooks and bands 


end was fifty cubits’ wide and had 
Posts and ten bases, with silver 
on the posts. !3Thé east end, 
was also fifty cubits wide. 
cubits’ long were on one side of 
three posts and three bases, 
een cubits long were on the other 
vce to the courtyard, with three 
three bases. !6All the curtains around 
were of finely twisted linen. 17The 
were bronze. The hooks and 
s were silver, and their tops were 
er; so all the posts of the court- 
nds. 

for the entrance to the courtyard 
ue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely 
nen—the work of an embroiderer. It was 
cubitss long and, like the curtains of the 
rtyard, five cubits high, !*with four posts and 
ze bases, Their hooks and bands were 
id their tops were overlaid with silver. 
e tent pegs of the tabernacle and of the 
ling courtyard were bronze. 


The Materials Used 


2!These are the amounts of the materials used 
tabernacle, the tabernacle of the Testimony, 


erses 2-9 
That is. about 150 feet (about 46 meters) 


and wide 
2 feet (2bout 6.9 meters) 


3.4 metric tons) 
t is, about 45 pounds (about 20 kilograms) 
» also in verses 7, 8 and 22 


» , about 4 1/2 feet (about 1.3 meters) 
adel aioara ‘12 That is, about 75 feet (about 23 meters) 
218 That is, about 30 feet (about 9 meters) 
The weight of the gold wasa little over one ton (about 1 metric ton). 


é bout 5.5 grams) x 
'26 That is, about i The welght of the bronze wasiabout 2°12 tons (about 2.4 mesic tons 


Lor commanded 
son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of D; 


and designer, and an embroidere: 
and scarlet yarn and z in 


amount of the gold from | 

all the work on the sanctuary at 

730 shekels, according 1a id 1 

5The silver obtained from those, the 

nity who were counted in the i 

ents and 1,775 shekels,i acco: 

ary shekel— 26one beka per Person, | 

shekel,‘ according to the eae 
ited, 


everyone who had crossed over to th 
twenty years old or more, a total it 
2’The 100 talents! of silver were usec to cast the 
bases for the sanctuary and for the 100 
bases from the 100 talents, one talent for each base. 
28They used the 1,775 shekels™ to make the hooks 
for the posts, to overlay the tops of the posts, and 
to make their bands, 

2°The bronze from the wave offering was 70 tal- 
ents and 2,400 shekels." They used it to make 
the bases for the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, 
the bronze altar with its bronze grating and all its” 
utensils, 31the bases for the surrounding courtyard 
and those for its entrance and all the tent pegs for 
the tabernacle and those for the surrounding 
courtyard. tf po 


The Priestly Garments acai 


3 From the blue, purple and scarlet yarn they 
)F made woven garments for ministering in 
the sanctuary. They also made sacred garments for 
Aaron, as the Lorp commanded Moses. 


The Ephod 


?They? made the ephod of gold, and of blue, 
purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted 7 
linen. ‘They hammered out thin sheets of gold and 
cut strands to be worked into the blue, purple and 
scarlet yarn and fine linen—the work of a skilled 
craftsman. 4They made shoulder pieces for the 
ephod, which were attached to two of its corners, 
so it could be fastened. SIts skillfully woven waist- 
band was like it—of one piece with the ephod and 
made with gold, and with blue, purple and scarlet 
yarn, and with finely twisted linen, as the Lorp 
commanded Moses. 

6They mounted the onyx stones in gold filigree 
settings and engraved them like a seal with the 
names of the sons of Israel. Be ph fastened 
them on the shoulder pieces as 
memorial stones for the sons of Israel, as the LORD 
commanded Moses. (tee « j 
‘ , about 71/2 feet (about 2.3 meters) | ; 

1 That is, abou! en it Dat P 
h tis, about meters) 
125 The weight ofthe aver was aii over84 ons 
127 That is, about 3.3/4 tons (about 3.4 metric 


wa 


The Breastpiece 
They fashioned the breastpiece—the work of a 
skilled craftsman, They made it like the ephod; of 
gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of 
finely twisted linen, %It was square—a span long 
and a span wide—and folded double. (Then they 
mounted four rows of precious stones on it, In the 
first row there was a ruby, a topaz and a beryl; 'lin 
the second row a turquoise, a sapphire’ and an 
emerald; lin the third row a jacinth, an agate and 
an amethyst; in the fourth row a chrysolite, an 
onyx and a jasper.< They were mounted in gold 
filigree settings. "There were twelve stones, one 
for each of the names of the sons of Israel, each 
engraved like a seal with the name of one of the 
twelve tribes, 

\SFor the breastpiece they made braided chains 
of pure gold, like a rope. !6They made two gold 
filigree settings and two gold rings, and fastened 
the rings to two of the corners of the breastpiece. 
\7They fastened the two gold chains to the rings at 
the corners of the breastpiece, !8and the other ends 
of the chains to the two settings, attaching them to 
the shoulder pieces of the ephod at the front. 
'9They made two gold rings and attached them to 
the other two corners of the breastpiece on’ the 
inside edge next to the ephod. 20Then they made 
two more gold rings and attached them to the 
bottom of the shoulder pieces on the front of the 
ephod, close to the seam just above the waistband 
of the ephod. 2!They tied the rings of the breast- 
piece to the rings of the ephod with blue cord, 
connecting it to the waistband so that the breast- 
piece would not swing out from the ephod—as the 

Lorp commanded Moses. 


Other Priestly Garments 


22They made the robe of the ephod entirely of 
blue cloth—the work of a weaver— with an 
opening in the center of the robe like the opening 
of a collar,4 and a band around this opening, so 
that it would not tear. 24They made pomegranates 
of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted 
linen around the hem of the robe. And they 
made bells of pure gold and attached them around 
the hem between the pomegranates. 26The bells 
and pomegranates alternated around the hem of 
the robe to be worn for ministering, as the Lorp 
commanded Moses. 

27For Aaron and his sons, they made tunics of 
fine linen—the work of a weaver— 28and the tur- 
ban of fine linen, the linen headbands and the 
undergarments of finely twisted linen. 2’The sash 
was of finely twisted linen and blue, purple and 
scarlet yarn—the work of an embroiderer—as the 
Lorp commanded Moses. 

They made the plate, the sacred diadem, out 
of pure gold and engraved on it, like an inscription 
ona seal: HOLY To THE Lor. 3!Then they fastened 
a blue cord to it to attach it to the turban, as the 
Lorp commanded Moses. 


#9 That is, about 9 inches (about 22 centimeters) 
stones is uncertain. 


hal 


°11 Or lapis lazuli 
423 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain, 


EXODUS 40:8 
Moses Inspects the Tabernacle 


So all the work on the tabernacle,/the Tent of 
Meeting, was completed. The Israelites did every- 
thing just as the Lorp commanded Moses. Then 
they brought the tabernacle to Moses: the tent and 
all its furnishings, its clasps, frames, crossbars, 
posts and bases; 4the covering of ram skins dyed 
red, the covering of hides of sea cows and the 
shielding curtain; 35the ark of the Testimony with 
its poles and the atonement cover; *the table with 
all its articles and the bread of the Presence; the 
pure gold lampstand with its row of lamps and all 
its accessories, and the oil for the light; the gold 
altar, the anointing oil, the fragrant incense, and 
the curtain for the entrance to the tent; the 
bronze altar with its bronze grating, its poles and 
all its utensils; the basin with its stand; the cur- 
tains of the courtyard with its posts and bases, and 
the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard; the 
ropes and tent pegs for the courtyard; all the fur- 
nishings forthe tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting; 
4land the woven garments worn for ministering in 
the sanctuary, both the sacred garments for Aaron 
the priest and the garments for his sons when 
serving as priests, : 

42The Israelites had done all the work just as the 
Lorp had commanded Moses. #3Moses inspected 
the work and saw that they had done it just as the 
Lorp had commanded. So Moses blessed them. 


Setting Up the Tabernacle 


4 Then the Lorp said to Moses: 2“Set up the ~ 

tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, on the first 
day of the first month. 3Place the ark of the Testi- 
mony in it and shield the ark with the curtain. 
4Bring in the table and set out what belongs on it. 
Then bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. 
5Place the gold altar of incense in front of the ark of 
the Testimony and put the curtain at the entrance 
to the tabernacle. : 

6Place the altar of burnt offering in front of the 
entrance to the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting; 
7place the basin between the Tent of Meeting and 
the altar and put water in it. 8Set up the courtyard 


(a ee 


39:32 Following Orders 

The last few chapters of Exodus repeat almost 
verbatim what has gone before; they simply record 
that the Israelites followed all of God’s prior 


. instructions for building the tabernacle. The phrase 


“as the Loro commanded” resonates like a 
drumbeat through this section. A people not 
known for following orders took the tabernacle 
project very seriously. It became for them not just 
a symbol, but the actual reality of God living in 
their midst, The tabernacle was the focal point of 
worship for 300 years, until the temple was built. 
Later, New Testament writers resurrected this 
image by calling believers God’s “tabernacle,” or 
dwelling place. 
SS 


‘13 The precise identification of some of these precious 
«34 That is, dugongs 


EXODUS 40:9 86 


around it and put the curtain at the entrance to the 
courtyard 
*’Take the anointing oil and anoint the taber- 
nacle and everything in it; consecrate it and all its 
furnishings, and it will be holy. !Then anoint the 
altar of burnt offering and all its utensils; conse- 
crate the altar, and it will be most holy, "Anoint 
the basin and its stand and consecrate them. 
!2"Bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to 
the Tent of Meeting and wash them with water. 
Then dress Aaron in the sacred garments, anoint 
him and consecrate him so he may serve me as 
priest, Bring his sons and dress them in tunics. 
'5Anoint them just as you anointed their father, so 
they may serve me as priests. Their anointing will 
be to a priesthood that will continue for all genera- 
tions to come.” !6Moses did everything just as the 
Lorp commanded him. 
17So the tabernacle was set up on the first day of 
the first month in the second year. 183When Moses 
set up the tabernacle, he put the bases in place, 
erected the frames, inserted the crossbars and set 
up the posts. !?Then he spread the tent over the 
tabernacle and put the covering over the tent, as 
the Lorp commanded him. " 
20He took the Testimony and placed it in the ark, 
attached the poles to the ark and put the atone- 
ment cover over it. 2! Then he brought the ark into 
the tabernacle and hung the shielding curtain and 
shielded the ark of the Testimony, as the Lorp 
commanded him. 
22Moses placed the table in the Tent of Meeting 
on the north side of the tabernacle outside the 
curtain 3and set out the bread on it before the 
Lorp, as the Lorp commanded him. 
24He placed the lampstand in the Tent of Meet- j 
ing opposite the table on the south side of the 
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When you read the Bible, careful 
x , Careful attention to det j 
Leviticus, however, you will get more from looking atte ek seen stom study ae 


details, Some laws we simply don't understand, But Leviticus 


people God wanted Israel to be 
attention to the explanatory notes. Try to ima 


were those differences important to God? 


PLANS FOR READING LEVITICUS 
PLAN 1: An Overview of Leviticus in 4 Day 


C) Day 1, Read the Introduction to Leviticus a ; 
; e sand chapter 26, which rizes the 
purpose of God's laws, Scan through the sectional headings of tha book to iota 


idea of what subjects it 5. 

PLAN 2; All of Levitic us in 26 Diya ae 
a 'O20304050¢0 79 
180 1909 200 210 220 237) 


As you read, keep your mind on the big picture. Pay special 


e ecial 
asking yourselt: how would these laws make the Israelites diferent rene anerf esa 
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The Burnt Offering 


The Lorp called to Moses and spoke to him 
from the Tent of Meeting. He said, 2’’Speak to 
the Israelites and say to them: ‘When any of you 
brings an offering to the Lorp, bring as your offer- 
ing an animal from either the herd or the flock. 
3” ‘If the offering is a burnt offering from the 
herd, he is to offer a male without defect. He must 
present it at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting so 
that it? will be acceptable to the Lorp. 4He is to lay 
his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it 
will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement 
for him. 5He is to slaughter the young bull before 
the Lorp, and then Aaron’s sons the priests shall 
bring the blood and sprinkle it against the altar on 
all sides at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. He 
is to skin the burnt offering and cut it into pieces. 
7The sons of Aaron the priest are to put fire on the 
altar and arrange wood on the fire. 8Then Aaron's 
sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, including 
the head and the fat, on the burning wood that is 
on the altar. 9He is to wash the inner parts and the 
legs with water, and the priest is to burn all of it on 
the altar. It is a burnt offering, an offering made by 
fire, an aroma pleasing to the Lorp. 

10” ‘If the offering is a burnt offering from the 
flock, from either the sheep or the goats, he is to 
offer a male without defect. !!He is to slaughter it 
at the north side of the altar before the Loxp, and 


*3 Or he 


Aaron’s sons the priests shall sprinkle its blood 
against the altar on all sides. !2He is to cut it into 
pieces, and the priest shall arrange them, includ- 
ing the head and the fat, on the burning wood that 
is on the altar. !3He is to wash the inner parts and 
the legs with water, and the priest is to bring all of 
it and burn it on the altar. It is a burnt offering, an 
offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the 

RD. 

14” ‘If the offering to the Lorp is a burnt offering 
of birds, he is to offer a dove or a young pigeon. 
15The priest shall bring it to the altar, wring off the 
head and burn it on the altar; its blood shall be 
drained out on the side of the altar. 16He is to 
remove the crop with its contents? and throw it to 
the east side of the altar, where the ashes are. 17He 
shall tear it open by the wings, not severing it 
completely, and then the priest shall burn it on the _ 
wood that is on the fire on the altar, It is a burnt 
offering, an offering made by fire, an aroma pleas- 
ing to the Lorb. 


The Grain Offering } 
eone brings a grain offering to the 
ang is to be of fine flour. He is to 
on it 2and take it to 
. The priest shall take a 
and oil, together with all 
is as a memorial portion 


‘ 


sn offering made by fire, an aroma 
jo Lox. ‘The rest of the grain offering 
2 ing Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy 
Part ot ihe olferings made to the Loo by fire. 
yt ot ivy bring a grain offering baked in an 
sen itis to consist of fine flour: cakes made with- 
out yeast and mixed with oil, or’ wafers made 
without yeast and spread with oil. 5If your grain 
offering is prepared ona griddle, it is to be made of 
fine flour mixed with oil, and without yeast 
eCrumble it and pour oil on it; itis a grain offering 
71f your grain offering is cooked ina pan, itis to be 
made of fine flour and oil. 8Bring the grain offering 
made of these things to the Lorn; present it to the 
priest, who shall take it to the altar. 9He shall take 
out the memorial portion from the grain offering 
and burn it on the altar as an offering made by fire, 
an aroma pleasing to the Lorn. The rest of the 
grain offering belongs to Aaron and his sons; itis a 
most holy part of the offerings made to the Lorp 
by fire 

11" “Every grain offering you bring to the Lorp 

must be made without yeast, for you are not to 
burn any yeast or honey in an offering made to the 
Lorp by fire. !12You may bring them to the Lorp as 
an offering of the firstfruits, but they are not to be 
offered on the altar as a pleasing aroma. 13Season 
all your grain offerings with salt. Do not leave the 
salt of the covenant of your God out of your grain 
offerings; add salt to all your offerings. 

14” ‘If you bring a grain offering of firstfruits to 
the Lorp, offer crushed heads of new grain roast- 
ed in the fire. 45Put oil and incense on it; itis a grain 
offering. !6The priest shall burn the memorial por- 
tion of the crushed grain and the oil, together with 
all the incense, as an offering made to the Lorp by 
fire. 

The Fellowship Offering 


3 “ ‘If someone's offering is a fellowship offer- 
ing,’ and he offers an animal from the herd, 
whether male or female, he is to present before the 
Lorp an animal without defect. 2He is to lay his 
hand on the head o* his offering and slaughter it at 
the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. Then Aaron’s 
sons the priests shall sprinkle the blood against the 
altar on all sides. 3From the fellowship offering he 
is to bring a sacrifice made to the Lorp by fire: all 
the fat that covers the inner parts or is connected to 
them, 4both kidneys with the fat on them near the 
loins, and the covering of the liver, which he will 
remove with the kidneys. 5Then Aaron’s sons are 
to burn it on the altar on top of the burnt offering 
that is on the burning wood, as an offering made 
by fire, an aroma pleasing to the Lor. 

6 ‘If he offers an animal from the flock as a 
fellowship offering to the Lorp, he is to offer a 
male or female without defect. 7If he offers a lamb, 
he is to present it before the Lorp. *He is to lay his 
hand on the head of his offering and slaughter it in 
front of the Tent of Meeting. Then Aaron’s sons 
shall sprinkle its blood against the altar on all 
sides. 9From the fellowship offering he is to bring a 
sacrifice made to the Logo by fire: its fat, the entire 


altar 


*4 Orand 
410 Traditionally peace offering; élso in verses 26, 31 and 35 


°1 Traditionally peace offering; also in verses 3, 6 and 9 
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fat tail cut off close to the backbone, all the fat that 
covers the inner parts or is connected ta them, 
lOboth kidneys with the fat on them near the loins, 
and the covering of the liver, which he will remove 
with the kidneys. !!The priest shall burn them on 
the altar as food, an offering made to the Lorp by 
fire. 


12 If his offering is a goat, he is to present it 
before the Loro. !3He is to lay his hand on its head 
and slaughter it in front of the Tent of Meeting. 
Then Aaron's sons shall sprinkle its blood against 
the altar on all sides. From what he offers he is to 
make this offering to the Lorp by fire: all the fat 
that covers the inner parts or is connected to them, 
15both kidneys with the fat on them near the loins, 
and the covering of the liver, which he will remove 
with the kidneys. !The priest shall burn them on 
the aliar as food, an offering made by fire, a pleas- 
ing aroma. All the fat is the Loxp’s. 

17" ‘This is a lasting ordinance for the genera- 
tions to come, wherever you live: You must not eat 
any fat or any blood.’ 


The Sin Offering 
The Lorp said to Moses, 2"Say to the Israel- 
ites: ‘When anyone sins i and 
does what is forbidden in any of the Lorp’s ¢om- 
mands— 


¥ ‘Tf the anointed priest sins, bringing guilt on 
the people, he must bring to the Lorp a young bull 
without defect as a sin offering for the sin he has 
committed. 4He is to present the bull at the en- 
trance to the Tent of Meeting before the Lorn. He 
is to lay his hand on its head and slaughterit before 
the Lorp. 5Then the anointed priest shall take 
some of the bull’s blood and carry it into the Tent 
of Meeting. ‘He is to dip his finger into the blood 
and sprinkle some of it seven times before the 
Lorp, in front of the curtain of the The 
priest shall then put some of the blood on the 
horns of the altar of fragrant incense that is before 
the Lorp in the Tent of Meeting. The rest of the 
bull’s blood he shall pour out at the base of the 
altar of burnt offering at the entrance to the Tent of 
Meeting. 8He shall remove all the fat from the bull 
of the sin offering—the fat that covers the inner 
parts or is connected to them, %both kidneys with 
the fat on them near the loins, and the covering of 
the liver, which he will remove with the kidneys— 
10just as the fat is removed from the ox sacrificed 
as a fellowship offering.4 Then the priest shall 


4:3 The One for the Many 

For his sin, a priest had to sacrifice one bull—the 

same sacrifice required for a sin by the whole 

community (verses 13-14). The two sins were, ina 

sense, equal, for the high priest represented the 
community 


*10 The Hebrew word can include both male and female. 
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burn them on the altar of burnt offering. But the 
hide of the bull and all its flesh, as well as the head 
and legs, the inner parts and offal— !2that is, all 
the rest of the bull—he must take outside the camp 
to a place ceremonially clean, where the ashes are 
thrown, and burn it in a wood fire on the ash heap. 


13’ ‘If the whole Israelite community sins unin- 
tentionally and does what is forbidden in any of 
the Lorp’s commands, even though the commu- 
nity is unaware of the matter, they are guilty. 
\4When they become aware of the sin they com- 
mitted, the assembly must bring a young bull as a 
sin offering and present it before the Tent of Meet- 
ing. !5The elders of the community are to lay their 
hands on the bull's head before the Lorn, and the 
bull shall be slaughtered before the Lorp. 16Then 
the anointed priest is to take some of the bull's 
blood into the Tent of Meeting. 17He shall dip his 
finger into the blood and sprinkle it before the 
Lorp seven times in front of the curtain. 18He is to 
put some of the blood on the horns of the altar that 
is before the Lorp in the Tent of Meeting. The rest 
of the blood he shall pour out,at the base of the 
altar of burnt offering at the entrance to the Tent of 
Meeting. 19He shall remove all the fat from it and 
burn it on the altar, 20and do with this bull just as 
he did with the bull for the sin offering. In this way 
the priest will make atonement for them, and they 
will be forgiven. 2!Then he shall take the bull out- 
side the camp and burn it as he burned the first 
bull. This is the sin offering for the community. 


22” When a leader sins unintentionally and 
does what is forbidden in any of the commands of 
the Lorp his God, he is guilty. When he is made 
aware of the sin he committed, he must bring as 
his offering a male goat without defect. 24He is to 
lay his hand on the goat's head and slaughter it at 
the place where the burnt offering is slaughtered 
before the Lorp. It is a sin offering. 5Then the 
priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offer- 
ing with his finger and put it on the horns of the 
altar of burnt offering and pour out the rest of the 
blood at the base of the altar. 26He shall burn all the 
fat on the altar as he burned the fat of the fellow- 
ship offering. In this way the priest will make 
atonement for the man’s sin, and he will be for- 
given. 


27” ‘If a member of the community sins uninten- 
tionally and does what is forbidden in any of the 
Lorp’s commands, he is guilty. 2When he is made 
aware of the sin he committed, he must bring as 
his offering for the sin he committed a female geat 
without defect. 29He is to lay his hand’on the head 
of the sin offering and slaughter it at the place of 
the burnt offering. Then the priest is to take some 
of the blood with his finger and put it on the horns 
of the altar of burnt offering and pour out the rest 
of the blood at the base of the altar. 3!He shall 
remove all the fat, just as the fat is removed from 
the fellowship offering, and the priest shall burn it 
on the altar as an aroma pleasing to the Lorp. In 
this way the priest will make atonement for him, 
and he will be forgiven. 


#11 That is, probably about 2 quarts (about 2 liters) 


offerings made to the 
priest will make ator 
has committed, and he 


animals or of unclean 
tures that move along 
he is unaware of it, he has 


guilty. 

3 “Or if he touches | 
thing that would make hit 
he is unaware of it, when’h 
guilty. . 

4” “Or if a person the 
do anything, whether 
one might carelessly sw 
he is unaware of it, inany 
he will be guilty. 

5“ ‘When anyone is g 


bring to the Lorp a female 

flock as a sin offering; and t 

atonement for him for his sin. 
7" If he cannot afford a lamb, he is to bring two 

doves or two young pigeons to the Lor en- 

alty for his sin—one for a sin offering and | 

for a burnt offering. 8He is to bring them 


severing it completely, 9and is to ome 
the blood of the sin offering against the side of tt 
altar; the rest of the blood must be drained out 
the base of the altar. It isa sin offering. !°The priest 
shall then Bey tie Obie oF & Pat eae 


prescribed way and make for him 
the sin he has committed, and he will be 
11” ‘If, however, he cannot afford 
two young pigeons, he is as ano 
his sin a tenth of an ephahe of fine 
offering. He must not put oil or 
because it is a sin offering. He is 
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The Guilt Offering who will make atonement for him with the ram as 
{The Lorp said to Moses: 15“When a person a guilt offering, and he will be forgiven. 
commits a violation and sins unintentionally in "If a person sins and does what is forbidden in 


regard to any of the LorD’s holy things, he isto any of the Lorp’s commands, even though he 
N the Lov as a penalty a ram from the flock, does not know it, he is guilty and will be held 
without detect and of the proper value in sil- __ responsible. 18He is to bring to the priest as a guilt 

jing to the sanctuary shekel.# It isa guilt offering a tam from the flock, one without defect 
ffering ‘He must make restitution for what he _ and of the proper value. In this way the priest will 
ed to do in regard to the holy things, adda = make atonement for him for the wrong he has 
( the value to that and give it all to the priest, committed unintentionally, and he will be for- 


ver, accor 


has 
firth 


sbout 2/5 ounce (about 11.5 grams) 
The Reason for Sacrifice 
Justice: someone has to pay 


in this way the priest will make atonement for him for the sin he has committed, and he will be 

forgiven, 4:35 

WwW n you commit a crime, you don’t get off in courbes by saying “Sorry, I'll try not to do it 
again.” Justice requires that.you pay for what you did. 

The Israelites, therefore, could not just march into God’s presence to fellowship with him. They 
had to bring sacrifices to pay, or “atone,” for their inadequacies. 

These sacrifices cost dearly. To subsistence farmers, a bull or goat represented a sizable 
contribution. Very poor people could give less—a Pak of doves, or some flour. But, in all cases, & 
person would feel the cost, cost in terms of something he had worked for, something grown on 
his own farm 


Up in Smoke 

A good portion of the national economy went up in smoke each year: hundreds of animals and 
a lot of manpower to gather wood, keep the fire lit, and offer sacrifices. Since the Tent of Meeting 
stood at the center of the camp, the smell of the two-a-day sacrifices always hung over the 
Israelites. Theysrarely could afford meat, but every day they smelled the aroma of barbecue 
dedicated to God, a 

Otterings fell into three broad types. The guilt and sin offerings were usually offered first: they 
cleansed people from sin. Then came the burnt offerings, in which whole animals were burnt to 
ashes. Made at least twice a day, these sacrifices evidently expressed complete dedication to God. 
The final sacrifice was the fellowship offering, essentially a family meal shared in the presence of 
God. (The grain offerings were usually given along with one of the other offerings.) 

The sequence of the offerings—forgiveness of sins, then total dedication, then fellowship— 
shows that their goal was fellowship with God. To reach that goal, forgiveness of sin and complete 
dedication to God were necessary. 

Leviticus, however, does not explain this underlying philosophy: it reads more like an 
instruction manual on how to make sacrifices exactly the way God wanted. The exactness helped 
produce a proper attitude, You couldn't approach God carelessly. You had to be very careful to 
do just what he said, to obey him in every detail. 


Can an Animal Really Pay? 

he whole scene—with its concern for blood, priests, ritual—is omnee to modern people. Just 
how can killing a goat make things right between God and people? Is the sacrifice of an animal 
‘rally enough to “pay for’’ our mistakes? We may forget that throughout history, le have 
intuitively felt that sacrifice was needed to appease God. Many religions around the world still 


sacrifice today * 
‘or us these sacrifices seem outmoded primarily because one great sacrifice—that of God's own 


on—outdid them all. The animal sacrifices were not enough, ultimately, to pay for human sin. 


The a for a sacrifice that was. 
prepared the way for a sa 
The cost of an animal was substantial, but the true cost, even for us, is infinitely greater. Yet we 


don't have to pay the cost. Jesus paid it all. , 
‘ile Questions; Do you think of God as requiring sacrifice? How does the picture of God in Leviticus 


‘it with your ideas? 
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given. lItis.a guilt offering; he has been guilty of 
wrongdoing against the Lorn.” 

The Lorp said to Moses: >If anyone sins and is 

unfaithful to the Lorp by deceiving his - 
bor about something entrusted to him or left in 
care or stolen, or if he cheats him, Jor if he finds 
lost property and lies about it, or if he swears 
falsely, or if he commits any such sin that people 
may do— ‘when he thus sins and becomes guilty, 
he must return what he has stolen or taken by 
extortion, or what was entrusted to him, or the lost 
property he found, Sor whatever it was he swore 
falsely about. He must make restitution in full, add 
a fifth of the value to it and give it all to the o1 
on the day he presents his guilt offering, (And 
penalty he must bring to the priest, that is, to the 
Lorp, his guilt offering, a ram from the flock, one 
without defect and of the proper value. 7In 
way the priest will make atonement for him byag ld 
the Lorp, and he will be forgiven for any ed 
things he did that made him guilty.” \ avo la 


The Burnt Offering 


8The Lorp said to Moses: Give Aaron and his 
sons this command: ‘These are the regulations for 
the burnt offering: The burnt offering is to remain 
on the altar hearth throughout the night, till morn- 
ing, and the fire must be kept burning on the altar. 
10The priest shall then put on his linen clothes, 
with linen undergarments next to his body, and 
shall remove the ashes of the burnt offering that 
the fire has consumed on the altar and place them 
beside the altar. 1'Then he is to take off these 
clothes and put on others, and carry the ashes 
outside the camp to a place that is ceremonially 
clean. 12The fire on the altar must be kept burning; 
it must not go out. Every morning the priest is to 
add firewood and arrange the burnt offering on 
the fire and burn the fat of the fellowship offer- 
ings? on it. 13The fire must be kept burning on the 
altar continuously; it must not go out. 


The Grain Offering 


14” ‘These are the regulations for the grain offer- 
ing: Aaron’s sons are to bring it before the Lop, in 
front of the altar. !5The priest is to take a handful of 
fine flour and oil, together with all the incense on 
the grain offering, and burn the memorial portion 
on the altar as‘an aroma pleasing to the Lor. 
16Aaron and his sons shall eat the rest of it, but it is 
to be eaten without yeast in a holy place; they are 
to eat it in the courtyard of the Tent of Meeting. "7It 
must not be baked with yeast; I have given it as 

their share of the offerings made to me by fire. Like 
the sin offering and the guilt offering, it is most 
holy. 18Any male descendant of Aaron may eat it. 

It is his regular share of the offerings made to the ~ 
Lorp by fire for the generations to come. Whatever 
touches them will become holy.<’ , 

"The Lorp also said to Moses, 2’This is the 
offering Aaron and his sons are to bring to the 
Lorp on the day he is anointed: a tenth of an 
ephahr of fine flour as a regular grain offering, 
“19 Or has made full expiation for his *12 Traditionally 
verse 27 420 Or each +20 That is, probebly about 
uncertain 411 Traditionally peace offering: also te 


with cakon of bread mace with yeait: Medio 
bring owe of daeh kind an an offerings @ contelbas 
tien to the Lawn it belort vu the pleat who aprine 
Alow (he Ilaod af the fol hip offerings, The 
Meat_of hin follawelip Ofori Of than knglying 
moat be eaten on the day 1Ch Offered; Ne mut 
feave Hane OF (CHIE MORNE, 
ly howeves bin offering in the result of a 
vow or bea feeewill offering, the sacrifice shall be 
hater nthe day he offer it, but anything left over 
may be eaten on the next day, Any meat of the 
scoitioe leftover ll Che third day must be burned 
up Mibany meatol the fellowahip offering ty eaten 
on the third day. (twill not be aecepted, Iwill not 


be credited to the one who offered it, for it in 
impure, the persion who eats any of It will be held 
responsible 
' Meat that touches anything ceremonially 
unclean must not be eaten, it must be burned up, 
As tor other meat, anyone ceremonially clean may 
eatit “Batibanyone who is unclean eats any meat 
of the fellowship offering belonging to the Lorp, 
that person must be eut off from his people. 21If 
inyone touches something uncleane-whether hu- 
man ancleanness or an unclean animal or any un- 
clean, detestable thing--and then eats any of the 
meat of the fellowship offering belonging to the 
Lop, that person must be cut off from his 
people 


Eating Fat and Blood Forbidden 


“The Lor said to Moses, 23’Say to the Israel- 
Do not eat any of the fat of cattle, sheep or 
goats, “The fat of an animai found dead or torn by 
wild animals may be used for any other purpose, 
but you must not eat it, 2>Anyone who eats the fat 
of an animal from which an offering by fire may 
bed made to the Lord must be cut off from his 
people. 2And wherever you live, you must not eat 
the blood of any bird or animal. 27If anyone eats 
blood, that person must be cut off from his 
people,’ 


The Priests’ Share 


*sThe Lorp said to Moses, 29’Say to the Israel- 
ites; ‘Anyone who brings a fellowship offering to 
the Lor is to bring part of it as his sacrifice to the 
Loxp. “With his own hands he is to bring the 
offering made to the Loro by fire; he is to bring the 
fal, together with the breast, and wave the breast 
before the Lorp as a wave offering. #!The priest 
shall burn the fat on the altar, but the breast be- 
longs to Aaron and his sons. 32You are to give the 
nght thigh of your fellowship offerings to the 
priest as a contribution. 33The son of Aaron who 
otters the blood and the fat of the fellowship offer- 
ing shall have the right thigh as his share. 4#From 
the fellowship offerings of the Israelites, I have 
taken the breast that is waved and the thigh that is 
presented and have given them to Aaron the priest 
and his sons as their regular share from the Israel- 
ites,’ 

“This is the portion of the offerings made to the 
Loxo by fire that were allotted to Aaron and his 


Or fire is 
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Haney ony ver were Liaeoinag to serve the 
Lono a6 pind Py the were areonnted 
the Loan commanded that the Yt an eee 


to them anthelreegulardhare wilt poe meomaheo 
cone, vd cris 
OA, ine aren CHR ha ead 
offering, the grain offer 
allt of Horing, the ordi inasiea 
lowship offering, igh the pehad 
Mount Sinai on the da nb 
ites to bring their offerings to Goer in ra 
Dewert of Sinal, 4 
The Ordination of Aaron and His Sone 
The Loxp said to Moses, 2’Bring Aaron and his 
sons, their garments, the on athe ane 
for the sin offering, the two rame and 
containing bread made without yeast, Yand 
the entire assembly at the entrance to the Tent of 
Meeting.” 4Moses did as the Loup 
him, and the assembly gathered at the entrance to 
elena & id to the assert Mig -dug oles? 
5) 6 paid to t ly,” 
Lon» has commanded to be do ’ (Then Moves 


, Pp 
and set the gold plate, the sacred diadem, on the 
front of it, as the Lop commanded Moses. 


'3Then he brought Aaron’s sons forward, put tu- 
nics on them, tied sashes around them and put 
headbands on them, as the Lorp commanded 
Moses. o 
14He then presented the bull for the sin 
head. hloeen slough tesed tee pate Reali 
head. !5Moses slaughtered the bull and took 
of the blood, and with his finger he put it on all 
horns of the altar to purify the altar. He poured 
the rest of the blood at the base ofthe altar. 
consecrated it to make atonement for it. 
also took all the fat around the inner parts, 
covering of the liver, and both kidneys and their - 
fat, and burned it on the altar. !7But the bull with 
its hide and its flesh and its offal he burned up 
outside the camp, as the Lonp commanded Moses. 
i8He then presented the ram for the burnt offer~_ 


1Then Moses slaughtered the ram and 
sprinkled the Hosa gatiest hx altar on leiden 
20He cut the ram into pieces and burned the head, 
the pieces and the fat. 21He washed the inner parts 
and the legs with water and burned the whole ram _ 


ae 


a 
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on the altar as a burnt offering, a pleasing aroma, 
an offenng made to the Lorp by fire, as the Lorp 
commanded Moses 
=He then presented the other ram, the ram for 
the ordination, and Aaron and his sons laid their 
hands on its head foses slaughtered the ram 
and took some of its blood and put it on the lobe of 
on the thumb of his right hand 
toe of his right foot. NMoses also 
bres Aaron's sons forward and put some of the 
Stood on the lobes of their right ears, on the 
is S of their right hands and on the big toes of 
ght feet. Then he sprinkled blood against 
Ton ail sides, He took the fat, the fat tail, 
round the inner parts, the covering of 
both Kidneys and their fat and the right 
hen trom the basket of bread made with- 
which was before the Lorp, he took a 
ead, and one made with oil, and a wafer; 
1 the fat portions and on the right 
all these in the hands of Aaron and 
waved them before the Lorp as a 
*sThen Moses took them from their 
ed them on the altar on top of the 
an ordination offering, a pleasing 
'& made to the Lorp by fire. He 
‘ast—Moses’ share of the ordina- 
d waved it before the Lorb asa wave 
e Lorp commanded Moses. 
foses took some of the anointing oil and 
he blood from the altar and sprinkled 
Aaren and his garments and on his sons 
garments. So he consecrated Aaron and 
and his sons and their garments. 
{ then said to Aaron and his sons, “Cook 
at at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and 
there with the bread from the basket of ordi- 
nation offerings, as I commanded, saying,¢ 
n and his sons are to eat it.’ 32Then burn up 
the meat and the bread. 3Do not leave 
ance to the Tent of Meeting for seven days, 
days of your ordination are completed, 
r ordination will last seven days. 4What 
has been done today was commanded by the Lorp 
to make atonement for you. You must stay at the 
entrance to the Tent of Meeting day and night for 
seven days and do what the Lorp requires, so you 
will not die; for that is what I have been com- 
manded.” *So Aaron and his sons did everything 
the Lorp commanded through Moses. 
The Priests Begin Their Ministry 
On the eighth day Moses summoned Aaron 
and his sons and the elders of Israel. 2He said 
to Aaron, “Take a bull calf for your sin offering and 
a ram for your burnt offering, both without defect, 
and present them before the Lorp. 3Then say to 
the Israelites: ‘Take a male goat for a sin offering, a 
lf and a lamb—both a year old and without de- 
fect—for a burnt offering, 4and an ox’ and a ram 
for a fellowship offerings to sacrifice before the 
Lorp, together with a grain offering mixed with 
oil. For today the Lorp will appear to you. 
5They took the things Moses commanded to the 


“31 Or | mes commanded: 
peace feromg, abso in verses 18 and 22 


°4 The Hebrew word can include both male and female; also in verses 16 and 19. 


ee of the Tent of 

iy came near and stood before. d 
Lie Hk oa is what the has come 
manded you to do, so that Lorp 
may appear to you.” — ae 
"Moses said to Aaron, “Come to the altar and ; 
Sacrifice your sin offering and your burnt offering ¥ 
and make atonement for yourself and the people; a 
sacrifice the offering that is for the people and 7 
make atonement for them, as the Lorp has ' 
manded."’ \ var a 

So Aaron came to the altar and slaughtered 4 
calf as a sin offering for himself, 9His sons brous 
the blood to him, and he dipped his finger into the 


blood and putiton the horns ofthe al therestof 
the blood he poured out at the base of the altar, 
10On the altar he burned the fat, the kidneys and 


the covering of the liver from the sin. as 
the Lorp commanded Moses; !the flesh. the 
hide he burned up outside the camp. wie 
"Then he slaughtered the burnt offering. His - 
sons handed him the blood, and he sprinkled it 
against the altar on all sides, 8They handed him. 
the burnt offering piece by piece, ‘including the — 
head, and he burned them on the altar, 4He 
washed the inner parts and the legs and burned 
them on top of the burnt offering on the altar, 
‘SAaron then brought the offering that was for 
the people. He took the goat for the people's 
offering and slaughtered it and offered it for. 
offering as he did with the firstone. 
\sHe brought the burnt offering and offer 
the prescribed way. !7He also brought 
offering, took a handful of it and e 
altar in addition to the morning’s 
'8He slaughtered the ox and the Vas 
lowsniproffering for the people. His. 0 inded 
him the blood, and he sprinkled it against the altar 
on all sides. !9But the fat portions of the ox and the 
ram—the fat tail, the layer of fat, the kidneys and 
the covering of the liver— %these they laid on the 
breasts, and then Aaron burned the fat on the 
altar. 21Aaron waved the breasts and the right 
thigh before the Lorp as a wave offering, as Moses 
commanded. 
2Then Aaron lifted his hands toward the peor 
and blessed them. And having sacrificed the | 
offering, the burnt offering and the fellowship of- 
fering, he stepped down, node as 
Moses and Aaron then went into the of 
Meeting. When they came out, they blessed the 
people; and the glory of the Lorp appeared to all 
the people. 24Fire came out from the presence of 


9:23 The Glory of the Lord 
Israelites were feniles with ite Poa 
the Lord, but seen it onl a 
on Mount pony from py Bol it! 
frightened them (Exodus 19:16-22). Now 
had come to the Tent of itself, in 
camp’s center. They were “close to 


95 


the Loxp and consumed the burnt offering and the 


fat portions on the altar And when all the people 


saw it, they shouted for Joy and fell facedown. 


‘The Death of Nadab and Abihu 

sons Nadab and Abihu took their 
1 0 censers, put fire in them and added incense; 
and they offered unauthorized fire before the 
to his command. So fire came out 


Aaron's 


trary 


Lorp, co! 

Rom the presence of the Lorp and consumed 
them, and they died before the Lorp. 3Moses then 
said to Aaron, “This is what the Lorp spoke of 
when he said 


Among those who approach me 
| will show myself holy; 

in the sight of all the people 
I will be honored.’ ” 


\aron remained silent 
‘Moses summoned Mishael and Elzaphan, sons 
of Aaron's uncle Uzziel, and said to them, “Come 
here, carry your cousins outside the camp, away 
from the front of the sanctuary.” 5So they came 
and carried them, still in their tunics, outside the 
camp, as Moses ordered. 
¢Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons Eleazar 
and Ithamar, ‘Do not let your hair become un- 
kempt.4 and do not tear your clothes, or you will 
die and the Lorp will be angry with the whole 
community. But your relatives, all the house of 
Israel, may mourn for those the Lorp has de- 
stroyed by fire. 7Do not leave the entrance to the 
Tent of Meeting or you will die, because the Lorp’s 
anointing oil is on you.” So they did as Moses said. 
Then the Lorp said to Aaron, %You and your 
sons are not to drink wine or other fermented 
drink whenever you go into the Tent of Meeting, 
r you will die. This is a lasting ordinance for the 
zenerations to come. !0You must distinguish be- 
tween the holy and the common, between the un- 
clean and the clean, and you must teach the Isra- 
elites all the decrees the Lorp has given them 
through Moses.” 
!2Moses said to Aaron and his remaining sons, 
Eleazar and Ithamar, “Take the grain offering left 
over from the offerings made to the Lorp by fire 
and eat it prepared without yeast beside the altar, 
for it is most holy. 13Eat it in a holy place, because 
itis your share and your sons’ share of the offer- 
ings made to the Lorp by fire; for so I have been 
commanded. But you and your sons and your 
daughters may eat the breast that was waved and 
the thigh that was presented. Eat them in a cere- 
monially clean place; they have been given to you 
and your children as your share of the Israelites’ 
fellowship offerings. 15The thigh that was 
presented and the breast that was waved must be 
brought with the fat portions of the offerings made 
by fire, to be waved before the Lorp as a wave 
offering. This will be the regular share for you and 
your children, as the Lorp has commanded.” 
*When Moses inquired about the goat of the sin 
offering and found that it had been burned up, he 
was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s re- 


dr Do not uncover your heads *14 Traditionally peace offerings 


Jentification of some of the birds, insects and animals in this chapter is 


LEVITICUS 11:26 
maining sons, and asked, 1”"Why didn’t you eat 
the sin offering in the sanctuary area? It is most * 
holy; it was given to you to take away the guilt of 
the community by making atonement for them 
before the Lorp. 18Since its blood was not taken 
into the Holy Place, you should have eaten the 
goat in the sanctuary area, as I commanded ” 
19Aaron replied to Moses, “Today they sacri- 
ficed their sin offering and their burnt offering 
before the Logp, but such things as this have hap- 
pened to me. Would'the Lorp have been pleased if 
Thad eaten the sin offering today?” 20When Moses _ 
heard this, he was satisfied. 
Clean and Unclean Food 
1 The Lorp said to Moses and Aaron, 2‘Say to 
the Israelites: ‘Of all the animals that live on 
land, these are the ones you may eat: 3You may eat 
any animal that has a split hoof completely divided 
and that chews the cud. 

4” There are some that only chew the cud or 
only have a split hoof, but you must not eat them, 
The camel, though it chews the cud, does not have 
a split hoof; it is ceremonially unclean for you. 
SThe coney,¢ though it chews the cud, does not 
have a split hoof; it is unclean for you. ‘The rabbit, 
though it chews the cud, does not have a split 
hoof; it is unclean for you. 7And the pig, vit 
has a split hoof completely divided, dost 
the cud; it is unclean for you. 8You must not eat 
their meat or touch their carcasses; they are un- 
clean for you. G 

“Of all the creatures living in the water of the 
seas and the streams, you may eat any that have 
fins and scales. !But all creatures in the seas or” 
streams that do not have fins and scales—whether 
among all the swarming things or among all the” 
other living creatures in the ‘water—you are to de- 
test. !!And since you are to detest them, you must | 
not eat their meat and you must detest their car- 
casses. !2Anything living in the water that does 
not have fins and scales is to be detestable to you. 

13” ‘These are the birds you are to detest and not 
eat because they are detestable: the eagle, the vul- 
ture, the black vulture, \4the red kite, any kind of 
black kite, ‘Sany kind of raven, 16the horned owl, 
the screech owl, the gull, any kind of hawk, 17the 
little owl, the cormorant, the great owl, 18the white h 
owl, the desert owl, the osprey, !%the stork, any _ 
kind of heron, the hoopoe and the bat.¢ 

20” ‘All flying insects that walk on all fours are to 
be detestable to you. 21 There are, however, some 
winged creatures that walk on all fours that you 
may eat: those that have jointed legs for h 3 
on the ground. 22Of these you may eat any kind of 
locust, katydid, cricket or grasshopper. “But all 
other winged creatures that have four legs you are 
to detest. Xs 

24” “You will make yourselves unclean by these; 
whoever touches their carcasses will be unclean till _ 
evening. Whoever picks up one of their carcasses 
must wash his clothes, and he will be unclean till 


evening. ' 
26” ‘Every animal that has a split hoof not com- 
«5 That is, the hyrax or rock badger 419 The precise 

uncertain. - rs 
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ture that moves about on the ground. 451 am the 
Lorp who brought you up out of Egypt to be your 
God therefore be holy. because Tam holy. 

are the regulations concerning ani- 


ii Kg very living thing that moves in the 
Water and every creature that moves about on the 
ground. #”You must distinguish between the un- 
clean and the clean, between living creatures that 
may be caten and those that may not be eaten.’ ” 


Purification After Childbirth 


The Lorv said to Moses, 2“Say to the Israel- 

4 ites: ‘A woman who becomes pregnant and 
gives birth toa son will be ceremonially unclean for 
seven days, just as she is unclean during her 
monthly period, 3On the eighth day the boy is to 
be circumcised. 4Then the woman must wait 
thirty-three days to be purified from her bleeding, 


LEVITICUS 13:2 


the entrance to the Tent of Meeting a year-old lamb 
for a burnt offering and a young pigeon ora dove 
for a sin offering. 7He shall offer them before the 
Lorp to make atonement for her, and then she will 
be ceremonially clean from her flow of blood. 
“These are the regulations for the woman who 
gives birth to a boy or a girl, 8If she cannot afford a 
lamb, she is to bring two doves or two young 
pigeons, one for a burnt offering and the other for 
a sin offering. In this way the priest will make 
atonement for her, and she will be clean.’ 


Regulations About Infectious Skin 
Diseases 


1 The Lorp said to Moses and Aaron, 2"When 
anyone has a swelling or a rash or a bright 
spot on his skin that may become an infectious 


She must not touch anything sacred or go to the 
sanctuary until the days of her purification are 
over. 5If she gives birth to a daughter, for two 
weeks the woman will be unclean, as during her 
period. Then she must wait sixty-six days to be 
purified from her bleeding 

6 "When the days of her purification for a son or 
daughter are over, she is to bring to the priest at 


12:8 For Poor People 

This alternate offering enabled poor women to live” 
up to their duty to God. Mary offered such a 
sacrifice after Jesus’ birth (see Luke 2:24)—an 
indication that Jesus’ family was not well off. 


Others say that dietary laws were meant to keep the Israelites apart from their neighbors. Pigs 
were prominent in Caananite worship; therefore the Israelites were not to eat them. A different 
dietary standard would keep the two groups from mixing socially, for a meal was always part of 
Middle Eastern hospitality. 

Still other scholars suggest that the uncleanness rules simply fit into what Israelites intuitively 
thought proper. God was reinforcing a natural sense of repulsion toward creeping insects, i 
scavenger birds, bodily emissions, and skin diseases. 


The Habit of Carefulness . 
All these explanations have merit, but the underlying basis of clean and unclean was religious. 
Being unclean was not dangerous or wrong. In fact, you could hardly avoid it. Practically everyone 

became ‘unclean’ from time to time. But you could not worship God in the Tent of Meeting 
while you were unclean, nor bring anything unclean into the presence of God. His holiness would 
destroy it—and you (Leviticus 15:31). 

So Leviticus trains God's people to watch their lives as carefully as surgeons watch their sterile 
technique. They must develop the habit of carefulness, even about something they cannot see or 
feel, They must think about Rl themselves for God, not just do whatever “feels right.’” 

It was not a question of how they felt about God, any more than a surgeon’s concern is how he 

feels” about germs. Clear, absolute standards laid out what could be acceptable to a God who is 
perfectly clean, absolute, unchan; ing. Just as surgeons had to struggle to take germs seriously, so 
God's people must learn to purity themselves” for God. 


Touching the Unclean " 

The uncleanness rules of Leviticus are outmoded because of Jesus’ declaration that all things are 
clean (Mark 7:19; see also Acts 10:9-16). But the lessons behind these rules remain valid. God still 
May not be approached carelessly. Each person must examine his or her life, to be certain that 
God's purity 1s not violated. 4 ae 

Until Jesus’ day, the slow spread of uncleanness seemed irreversible. You could avoid it, but 
you could not get rid of it. Contact with anything unclean made you unclean yourself. Naturally, 
certain diseases, notably leprosy, were twice cursed: they were both dangerous and unclean. You 
kept away from leprosy, absolutely. 

Then Jesus touched a man with leprosy, and he became clean. Jesus touched a woman suffering 
from internal bleeding, and she was healed. For the first time, cleanness rather than uncleanness 
spread. The rules of Leviticus tell how to avoid uncleanness. Contact with Jesus, however, changes 


the unclean to clean. 
Life Questions: Suppose sin were visible—small green spots that come out on the skin. Do you think 
it would help people to take sin more seriously? 


a 
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skin disease,” he must be brought to Aaron the 
priest or to one of his sons! who dn 0 priest, “The 
Prest is to examine the sore on his skin, and if the 
hair in the sore has turned white and the sore 
Appears to be more than skin deep,’ itis an infec. 
Hous skin disease, When the priest examines him, 
he shall pronounce him ceremonially unclean, 4If 
the spot on his skin is white but does not appear to 
be more than skin deep and the hair in it has not 
turned white, the priest is to put the infected per- 
son in isolation for seven days. SOn the seventh 
day the priest is to examine him, and ithe sees that 
the sore is unchanged and has not spread in the 
skin, he is to keep him in isolation Another seven 
days, 6On the seventh day the priest is to examine 
him again, and if the sore has faded and has not 
spread in the skin, the priest shall pronounce him 
clean; it is only a rash, The man must wash his 
clothes, and he will be clean, But if the rash does 
spread in his skin after he has shown himself to the 
pnest to be pronounced clean, he must appear 
before the priest again. 8The priest is to examine 
him, and if the rash has spread in the skin, he shall 
Pronounce him unclean; it isan infectious disease. 
*When anyone has an infectious skin disease, 
he must be brought to the priest. !0The priest is to 
examine him, and if there is a white swelling in the 
skin that has turned the hair white and if there is 
raw flesh in the swelling, Wit is a chronic skin 
disease and the priest shall pronounce him un- 
clean. He is not to put him in isolation, because he 
is already unclean 
12°If the disease breaks out all over his skin and, 
so far as the priest can see, it covers all the skin of 
the infected person from head to foot, 13the priest 
is to examine him, and if the disease has covered 
his whole body, he shall pronounce that person 
clean. Since it has all turned white, he is clean. 
‘But whenever raw flesh appears on him, he will 
be unclean. !5When the priest sees the raw flesh, 
he shall pronounce him unclean. The raw flesh is 
unclean; he has an infectious disease. 1Should the 
raw flesh change and turn white, he must go to the 
priest. !7The priest is to examine him, and if the 
sores have turned white, the priest shall pro- 
nounce the infected person clean; then he will be 
clean. 
18’When someone has a boil on his skin and it 
heals, !9and in the place where the boil was, a 
white swelling or reddish-white spot appears, he 
must present himself to the priest, 20The priest is 
to examine it, and if it appears to be more than skin 
deep and the hair in it has turned white, the priest 
shall pronounce him unclean. It is an infectious 
skin disease that has broken out where the boil 
was. 2!But if, when the priest examines it, there is 
no white hair in it and it is not more than skin deep 
and has faded, then the priest is to put him in 
isolation for seven days. If it is spreading in the 
skin, the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is 
infectious. 23But if the spot is unchanged and has 
not spread, it is only a scar from the boil, and the 
priest shall pronounce him clean. 


is ;; the Hebi ‘ord was used for various diseases affecting the skin—not necessarily 
2 Traditionally leprosy; the Hebrew Key for Yarons ear ae fe 
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live 
Regulations About Mildew 


It any clothing is contaminated with mildew 
vny Woolen or linen clothing, any woven or 
knitted material of linen or wool, any leather or 
snything made of leather— and if the contamina- 
uion in the clothing, or leather, or woven or knitted 
material, or any leather article, is greenish or red- 
dish, itis a spreading mildew and must be shown 
to the priest, The priest is to examine the mildew 
and isolate the affected article for seven days. !On 
the seventh day he is to examine it, and if the 
mildew has spread in the clothing, or the woven or 
knitted material, or the leather, whatever its use, it 
is a destructive mildew; the article is unclean. 2He 
must burn up the clothing, or the woven or knitted 
material of wool or linen, or any leather article that 
has the contamination in it, because the mildew is 
destructive; the article must be burned up. 

“But if, when the priest examines it, the mil- 
dew has not spread in the clothing, or the woven 
or knitted material, or the leather article, 4he shall 
order that the contaminated article be washed. 
Then he is to isolate it for another seven days. 
*After the affected article has been washed, the 
pnest is to examine it, and if the mildew has not 
changed its appearance, even though it has not 
spread, itis unclean. Burn it with fire, whether the 
mildew has affected one side or the other. %If, 
when the priest examines it, the mildew has faded 
after the article has been washed, he is to tear the 
contaminated part out of the clothing, or the leath- 
er, or the woven or knitted material. 57But if it 
reappears in the clothing, or in the woven or knit- 
ted material, or in the leather article, it is spread- 
ing, and whatever has the mildew must be burned 
with fire. “The clothing, or the woven or knitted 
material, or any leather article that has been 
washed and is rid of the mildew, must be washed 

again, and it will be clean.” 

These are the regulations concerning contami- 
nation by mildew in woolen or linen clothing, wo- 
ven or knitted material, or any leather article, for 
pronouncing them clean or unclean. 


Cleansing From Infectious Skin Diseases 


1 The Lorp said to Moses, 2’These are the 

regulations for the diseased person at the 
time of his ceremonial cleansing, when he is 
brought to the priest: 3The priest is to go outside 
the camp and examine him. If the person has been 
healed of his infectious skin disease,“ 4the priest 
shall order that two live clean birds and some cedar 
wood, scarlet yarn and hyssop be brought for the 
one to be cleansed. 5Then the priest shall order 
that one of the birds be killed over fresh water ina 
clay pot. *He is then to take the live bird and dip it, 
together with the cedar wood, the scarlet yarn and 
the hyssop, into the blood of the bird that was 


“3 Traditionally leprosy, the Hebrew word was used for various diseases affecting 
chapter ‘10 That is, probably about 6 quarts (about 6.5 liters) 


verses 12,15, 21 and 24 


LEVITICUS 14:21 
killed over the fresh water. Seven times he shall 
sprinkle the one to be cleansed of the 
disease and pronounce him clean, Then he is to 
release the live bird in the open fields, > 

“The person to be cleansed must wash his 
clothes, shave off all his hair and bathe with water; 
then he will be ceremonially clean. After this he 
may come into the camp, but he must stay outside 
his tent for seven days. 9On the seventh day he 
must shave off all his hair; he must shave his head, 
his beard, his eyebrows and the rest of his hair, He 
must wash his clothes and bathe himself with 
water, and he will be clean. 

10’On the eighth day he must bring two male 
lambs and one ewe lamb a year old, each without 
defect, along with three-tenths of an ephah! of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering, and 
one loge of oil, |The priest who pronounces him 
clean shall present both the one to be cleansed and 
his offerings before the Lorp at the entrance to the 
Tent of Meeting. 

2"Then the priest is to take one of the male 
lambs and offer itas a guilt offering, along with the 
log of oil; he shall wave them before the Lorp as a 
wave offering. '3He is to slaughter the lamb in the © 
holy place where the sin offering and the burnt 
offering are slaughtered. Like the sin offering, the 
guilt offering belongs to the priest; it is most holy, 
\The priest is to take some of the blood of the guilt 
offering and putit on the lobe of the right ear of the 
one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand 
and on the big toe of his right foot. \5The priest 
shall then take some of the log of oil, pour it in the 
palm of his own left hand, !6dip his right forefinger 
into the oil in his palm, and with his finger sprinkle 
some of it before the Lord seven times. 17The 
priest is to put some of the oil remaining in his 
palm on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be 
cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand and on 
the big toe of his right foot, on top of the blood of 
the guilt offering. !8The rest of the oil in his palm 
the priest shall put on the head of the one to be 
cleansed and make atonement for him before the 
Lorp. 

19’Then the priest is to sacrifice the sin offering 
and make atonement for the one to be cleansed 
from his uncleanness. After that, the priest shall 
slaughter the burnt offering 20and offer it on the 
altar, together with the grain offering, and make 
atonement for him, and he will be clean. 

21'If, however, he is poor and cannot afford 
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POC TCOn the Tobe of the right earot the one to be 
vloansed, on the thumb of his Hight hand and on 
the big toe oF hia tight foot 207 he priest isto pour 
some ofthe oll inte the palm of hiv own left hand, 
“anc with his right forefinger sprinkle some ofthe 
oil from his palin seven mes before the Loup, 
“Some of the oll in his palm he is to put on the 
same places he pul the blood of Mie guilt Offering 
on the lobe of the right ear of the one te be 
cleansed, or the thumb of his right hand and on 
the big toe of his right foot, 2°The rest of the oil in 
his palm the priest shall put on the head of the one 
to be cleansed, to make atonement for him before 
the Lory. “Then he shall sacrifice the doves or the 
young, pigeons, which the person can afford, 
None! as a sin offering and the other as @ burnt 
offering, together with the grain offering, In this 
way the priest will make atonement before the 
Lor on behalf of the one to be cleansed.” 
“These are the regulations for anyone who has 
an infectious skin disease and who cannot afford 
the regular offerings for his cleansing. 


Cleansing From Mildew 
“The Lorp said to Moses and Aaron, 4When 
you enter the land of Canaan, which I am giving 
you as your possession, and I put a spreading 
mildew in a house in that land, the owner of the 
house must go and tell the priest, ‘I have seen 
something that looks like mildew in my house.’ 
%The priest is to order the house to be emptied 
before he goes in to examine the mildew, so that 
nothing in the house will be pronounced unclean, 
After this the priest is to go in and inspect the 
house. 37He is to examine the mildew on the walls, 
and if it has greenish or reddish depressions that 
appear to be deeper than the surface of the wall, 
the priest shall go out the doorway of the house 
and close it up for seven days. 39On the seventh 
day the priest shall return to inspect the house. If 
the mildew has spread on the walls, he is to order 
that the contaminated stones be torn out and 
thrown into an unclean place outside the town. 
41He must have all the inside walls of the house 
scraped and the material that is scraped off 
dumped into an unclean place outside the town. 
Then they are to take other stones to replace 
these and take new clay and plaster the house. 
43’'If the mildew reappears in the house atter the 
stones have been torn out and the house scraped 


"21 That is, probably about 2 quarts (about 2 liters) 
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31 Septuagint and Syriac; Hebrew “such as the 
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Discharges Causing 
1 The Loro said to M 
to the Israelites 
man has a bodily d 
clean. Whether it 
body or is blocked, it 
is how his discharge will 
4 “Any bed the man 
be unclean, and an) 
clean. 5Anyone who to 
his clothes and bathe 
unclean till evening. 6 
that the man with a disc! 
clothes and bathe with 
clean till evening. 2 
7 Whoever touches the } 
charge must wash his clo 
water, and he will be uncl 
8” ‘If the man with the dis¢ 
one who is clean, that pe 
clothes and bathe with water 
clean till evening. F 
9 ‘Everything the man sits 0 
be unclean, ‘and whoever tt 
things that were under him 
evening; whoever picks up # 
wash his clothes and bathe 
be unclean tillevening. _ 
11“’Anyone the man with a d 
without rinsing his hands with} 


S a dis- 
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Pe 


nus clothes and bathe with water and he will be 
inclean till evening 

IPA clay pot that the man touches must be 
broken, and any wooden article is to be rived with 
water 

” When a man is cleansed from his discharge, 
ye is t© count off seven days for his ceremontal 

eansing: he must wash his clothes and bathe 
himselt with fresh water, and he will be clean, 
4On the eighth day he nvust take two doves or two 
young pixeons and come before the Lorn to the 
entrance to the Tent of Meeting and give them to 
the poest. 'The priest is to sacrifice them, the ane 
asin offering and the other for a burnt offering 
In this way he will make atonement before the 
Lorv for the man because of his discharge 
ts" "When a man has an emission of semen, he 
must bathe his whole body with water, and he will 
be unclean till evening “Any clothing or leather 
that has semen on it must be washed with water, 
and it will be unclean dll evening. "When a man 
lies with a woman and there is an emission of 
semen, both must bathe with water, and they will 
be unclean till evening 
"When a woman has her regular flow of 
blood, the impurity of her monthly period will last 
seven days, and anyone who touches her will be 
unclean till evening. 
Anything she lies on during her period will 
be unclean, and anything she sits on will be un- 
clean. ?!Whoever touches her bed must wash his 
clothes and bathe with water, and he will be un- 
clean tll evening. 2Whoever touches anything 
she sits on must wash his clothes and bathe with 
water, and he will be unclean till evening. 
23Whether it is the bed or anything she was sitting 
on, when anyone touches it, he will be unclean till 
evening 

24 ‘If a man lies with her and her monthly flow 
touches him, he will be unclean for seven days; 
an; bed he lies on will be unclean, 

25” ‘When a woman has a discharge of blood for 
many days at a time other than her monthly period 
or has a discharge that continues beyond her pe- 
riod, she will be unclean as long as she has the 
discharge, just as in the days of her period. 22Any 
bed she lies on while her discharge continues will 
be unclean, as is her bed during her monthly pe- 
riod, and anything she sits on will be unclean, as 
during her period. 27Whoever touches them will 
be unclean; he must wash his clothes and bathe 
with water, and he will be unclean till evening. 

28 ‘When she is cleansed from her discharge, 
she must count off seven days, and after that she 
will be ceremonially clean. 29On the eighth day she 
must take two doves or two young pigeons and 
bring them to the priest at the entrance to the Tent 
of Meeting. The priest is to sacrifice one for a sin 
offering and the other for a burnt offering. In this 
way he will make atonement for her before the 
Lorp for the uncleanness of her discharge. 

31” “You must keep the Israelites separate from 
things that make them unclean, so they will not die 


#31 Or my tabernacle 
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‘The Day of Atonement 


1 6 The Lown spoke to Mowe after the death of 
) the two vane of Aaron whe died when thoey 
approached the Lown. The Lami ald ty ase 
“Tell your brother Aaron not te come haneven hue 
choooes Into the Most Holy Mace behind the eure 
tain in front of the atonement cover on te ark, oF 
ole he will die, because | appear in the coud aver 
the atonement cover 

"This is how Aaron is to enter the sanctuary 
area’ with a young bull for 4 sin offering fein, 
fora burnt offering. He is to put on the =, J 
linen tunic, with linen undergarments next te tie 
body; he is to He the linen sash around him and pat 
on the linen turban, Tee eee % ; 
he must bathe himoelf with water he sear 
them on. From the Israelite community he te to 
take two male goats for a sin offering and a ram for : 
a burnt offering. 

6” Aaron is to offer the bull for his own sin offers 
ing to make atonement for himself and his house 
hold, 7Then he is to take the two goats and present 6 
them before the Lox at the entfance to the Tent of 
Meeting, 4He is to cast lots for the two goats—one 


lot for the Lory and the other for the 7 
%Aaron shall bring the goat whose lot to the — 
Lorp and sacrifice it for a sin offering, But the 
goat chosen by lot as the scapegoat shall be — 
presented alive before the Loxy to be used for — 
making atonement by sending it into the desert as. 
a scapegoat, 

1s‘Aaron shall bring the bull for his own sin 
offering to make atonement for himself and his 
household, and he is to slaughter the bull for his 
own sin offering. !2He is to take a censer full of — 


z ; 


burning coals from the altar before the Lono: 
two handfuls of finely ground fragrant incense 
and take them behind the curtain. He is to put 
the incense on the fire before the Lorp, and the — 
smoke of the incense will conceal the atonement 
cover above the Testimony, so that he will not die. : 
14He is to take some of the bull's blood and with his. 
finger sprinkle it on the front of the atonement 
cover; then he shall sprinkle some of it with his 
finger seven times before the atonement cover. 
15“He shall then slaughter the goat for the sin 
offering for the people and take its blood behind — 
the curtain and do with it as he did with the bull’s _ 
blood: He shall sprinkle it on the atonement cover 


and in front of it. !6In this way he will make atone- _ 
ment for the Most Holy Place because of the un- 
cleanness and rebellion of the Israelites, whatever _ 
their sins have been. He is to do the same for the _ 
Tent of Meeting, which is among them i ‘ 
of their uncleanness. !7No one is to be in lent, © Si 
reer 
: 


58 That is, the goat of removal; Hebrew azazel; also in verses 10 and 26 


LEVITICUS 16:18 


the Dime Aaron goes in to make 
* the Most Holy Place until he comes 
make atonement for himself, his 
2 the whole community of Israel, 
Awe ont 8) the altar that is 
a make atonement for it) He 
dall's Mood and some of the 
Hi the horns of the altar, 
the blood on it with his 
se and to consecrate it 
= the wackanness of the Israelites. 
m Sas Hrished making atonement 
y Place, the Tent of Meeting and 
ward the live goat. He 
head of the live guatand 
wockediness and rebellion of 
Sns—and put them on the 
send the goat away into the 
@ Man appointed for the task, 
all their sins to a 
ve man shall release it in the 
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s them must wash his clothes 
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be a lasting ordinance for you: On 
© seventh month you must deny 
d not do any work—whether na= 
alien living among you— ™because 
atonement will be made for you, to 
u. Then, before the Lorp, you will be 
ll your sins. “It is a sabbath of rest, 
deny yourselves; it is a lasting ordi- 
<The pest who is anointed and ordained 
ceed his father as high priest is to make 

nt. He is to put on the sacred linen gar- 


16:20 Scapegoat 

The ish word scapegoat (escape goat) was 
peed: capture the essence of this crucial 
ceremony, in which a goat symbolically carried all 
the sins of Israel into the wilderness. Today the 
word is applied to anyone who takes the blame for 
something other people did. 


must be cut off from his people. 5This is so 
Israelites will bring to the Lorn the e 


Is, 


aroma pleasing to the Lorp, 7They must no 
offer any of their sacrifices to the goat id 
whom they prostitute themselves. This is to be a 
lasting ordinance for them and for the generations \ 
om oN a eat a ‘ 

ny alien liv 


man must be cut off from his people. 

10” “Any Israelite or any alien living, 
who eats any blood—I will set my face a 
person who eats blood and will cut 
his people. !For the life of a a 
blood, and I have given it to you 
ment for yourselves on the altar; 
makes atonement for one’s life. 12T! 
the Israelites, “None of you may 
may an alien living among you e 

13“ ‘Any Israelite or any alien lit 
who hunts any animal or bird 
must drain out the blood 


17:10 Kosher ; 
To this day many Jews avoid m 
been carefully drained off o 
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A National Law Library 
Setting Israel 4part from its neighbors 


You are to be holy to me because |, the Lon, am holy, and | have set you apart from 


be my own. 20:26 
he laws of most nations would {ill a library. Elaborate indexes guide where to look ‘lee? 
Diner eng wi @ particular issue’ No one person can knoneyarh a fraction of al the 

If the Old Testament laws recorded in Leviticus (and Exodus, 
seem dull and long-winded, keep them in perspective. Th 
set of laws for a nation, as far as we know. Their most s1 
simplicity. You don’t have to go to law school to undersi them. 

The laws are listed in no particular order. A law against witchcraft is followed 
improper haircuts, which is followed by a law against tattoos, which in turn is fo 
against making your daughter into a prostitute. This mixing reveals an important 
Testament thinking, Life is not analyzed in separate com nents, but seen as a 

For the Israelites every aspect of life—politics, family iet, economics cerned 
Even the Ten Commandments (in Exodus 20) show this, for they include laws regardin, 
relationship to both God and our neighbor. The two cannot be 


Remarkable Features 
In comparison with laws from other countries at that time, the Old Testament 


considerable advance. (Indeed, these laws have greatly influenced laws for our 


remarkable features . 
© People were more important than property. For instance, there was neverad 
a crime against someone's property. Also, slaves were treated as human beings, 
was not true of many other legal codes of that time. 
© There was no class system. In many ancient countries, a noble was treated 
a commoner. Not so in Israel: everybody stood on the same level before the law. 


had defined rights. 

®@ The ualenaiene fit the crime. No “cruel and unusual punishment” was allowe 
an eye” (Leviticus 24:20) ensured that no privileged character was “let off” for ac 
the same time it limited revenge. = 

® Sexuality mattered. In most countries, the law little cared whether you slept 
neighbor's wife. In Israel, sexual immorality got stern treatment. : 

* The poor and weak had protection. Specific provisions protected their 
powerful and wealthy. ‘‘Welfare” offered them a way to keep alive, such as 
fields.” In chapter 19, verses 9, 13, 14, 15, 32, and 33 gave protection to various gi 
not defend themselves. 

© Attitudes, as well as actions, mattered. For instance, Leviticus 19:18 contains 
“love your neighbor as yourself.” Living up to the letter of the law was not enough. 
aimed to develop loving relationships. 

Designed to Be Different = 

While we do not understand the reasons for some of the laws (many may have been 
simply to keep the Israelites “different” from their pagan neighbors), their overall impact 
These rules were intended to form a nation of compassionate, consistent, falt-minded people. 


They insisted that each person act positively and lovingly toward his or her - 
particularly toward those in need. The reason? God lived with them. Since he ts both just and 


merciful, his people must be too. a 
Life Questions: Everybody has a code to live by. Does your personal rulebook show as much concern " 
for the poor and defenseless as Leviticus’s? - he 
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When vou reap the harvest of your land, do 
veep to the very edices of vour field or gather 
SAMURES Ot harvest. ™Do not go over 
evard a second time or pick up the grapes 
jalken. Leave them for the poor and the 
D> wour God. 


¢ steal 
D ene one another 
by my name and so 
God. | am the Loxp. 
c your newghbor or rob him 
mot held heck the wages of a hired man 


the deaf or put a stumbling 


bdiind, but fear your God. lam 
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nbor frankly so you will not 


seek revenge or bear a grudge 
opie, but love your neighbor 


t. Yet they are not to be put to 
had not been freed. 27The man, 
a ram to the entrance to the 
offering to the Logp. 
offering the priest is to 
before the Lorp for the 
and his sin will be forgiven. 
nter the land and piant any kind 
egard its fruit as forbidden. For 
‘ou are to consider it forbidden; it 
eaten. In the fourth year all its fruit 
. offering of »raise to the Lorp. 


199 Help for the Poor 

God's law was persistently concerned with the 
weltare of the poor. Everyday farming was to be 
Gone im such a way that poor and foreign people 
could iend for themselves. The reasons for such 
Care are given: we are to imitate the holy character 
of Gad (werse 1), who cares for the poor, and to 
love our neighbor as ourselves 

verse 18). 
——_ 


"36 An epbah wasa dry measure. 
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LEVITICUS 20:11 — 
But in the fifth year you may eat its fruit. In this 
way your harvest will be increased. | am the Lorp 
yourGod. + << 

2" ‘Do not eat any meat with the blood still in it. 

“ “Do not practice divination or sorcery, 

2=* "Deo not cut the hair at the sides of your head 
or clip off the edges of your beard. “ 

2° ‘Do not cut your bodies for the dead or put 
tattoo marks on yourselves. | am the Lorp. 

** "Do not degrade your daughter by making _ 
her a prostitute, or the land will turn to prostitu- 
ton and be filled with wickedness. 

=” ‘Observe my Sabbaths and have reverence 
for my sanctuary. I am the Lorp. ) 

3 "Do not turn to mediums or seek out spirit- 
ists, for you will be defiled by them. I am the Lorp 
your God. 

Rise in the presence of the aged, show re- 
spect for the elderly and revere your God. | am the 
Lorp. 


33*"“When an alien lives with you in your land, 
do not mistreat him. #The alien living with you — 
must be treated as one of your native-born. Love 
him as yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt. lam - 
the Lorp your God. 

EM ad corte hse ini oa tig 
suring length, weight or tity. 36Use honest 
Scales and honest weightt: ahehisnetveg taht and 
an honest hin.< | am the Lorp your God, who 
brought you out of Egypt. 

“Keep all my decrees and all my laws and 
follow them. I am the Lorp.’” 23 
Punishments for Sin Y 
2Q rie Were sd to Moses eae 

ites: ‘Any Israelite or any alien living in Is- 
rael who gives# any of his children to Molech must 
be put to death. The people of the community are 
to stone him. 3 will set my face against that man 
and | will cut him off from his people; for by giving 
his children to Molech, he has defiled my sanctu- 
ary and profaned my holy name. If the people of 
the community close their eyes when that man 
gives one of his children to Molech and they fail to 
put him to death, 5I will set my face against that 
man and his family and will cut off from their 
people both him and all who follow him in pros- 
tituting themselves to Molech. 

©’ | will set my face against the person who 
turns to mediums and spiritists to prostitute him- 
self by following them, and I will cut him off from 
his people. 4 

7 Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I 
am the Lorp your God. 8Keep my decrees and 
follow them. I am the Lorp, who makes you 
holy.« : 

* If anyone curses his father or mother, he 
must be put to death. He has cursed his father or 
his mother, and his blood will be on his own head. 

10” If a man commits adultery with another 
man’s wife—with the wife of his neighbor—both 
the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to 
death. j 

4”"Ifa man sleeps with his father’s wife, he has _ 


<36 Abin was aliquid measure, 42. Or sacrifices; alsoin 


mr whe sanctifies you: or who sets you apart as holy 


>" 


4 
re 


VEVEROUS Aad we 


sewer Nee lve FAR EN A Wi A 
NOSIS VANS ANS BANNER SARA: GRRE RN SAME NTR A a 
NO ORLA NARS 
SSMS ARSON WEEN NS RRNA OEE: 
SN OE NED MANOR RO PANE RAY, ART RN 
ASDA RRECOENANL GRA: ANE WARE Rak, EE 
La 
Pe ee at | 
Sexe RANA OE ROA ave dais What fa 
PSTN ert BNE RANE EAE BAST RO Ba 
DOS UD Mahe 
‘ See WATTS RR a WORN ai 
~wre % WWHAWNE Batty he ane te a 
NAPE OO FRO, 8 Une Wwe ReNTNO WH be 
MARAE VN 
2 SOSMN Dae SONAL ERAN NUKE AN EMMI, 
YS Met Be pret ho AWE, ata Wo ave AA Ee 


»XSORME ANA OS an ARAL tO have 
Ss Wee AE he Woman anne 
\ frdast De AEE to heathy Chete haat 
wa Doe oy Cede owe Rahs 

ANY Fr EHOS fhe Stor, ve ater Of 
Sethor Des Lather or Ras mother, ane Chev Nave sents 
AL COREA AN a digtaen, They anuat be cat alt 
Detee the eves OF Heer people, He has dishonored 
Des water aid wll be Dekel eesponsitte, 

* fa mw Ses with a woman during her 
mae Peeeat anad Mas sexual relations With Rep, 
Se Das exposed! the soutree a8 her flow, and she has 
wiso wtoovereadd et Ath ot Chem avast be cut off 
tr heer people 

* Do net have sexual relations with the sister 
“ eether vour mother ar your father, for that 
>shomor 4 close relatives both of vou would 
SAN 
steers with his aunt, he has dishon- 
Thev will be held responsible; they 
be Chiktless. 


marries his brother's wife, itis an 


‘Keep all my decrees and laws and follow 
so that the land where I am bringing you to 
vomit you out. 8You must not live 
¢ to the customs of the nations 1m going 
to dnve out before vou. Because they did all these 
ngs. | abhorred them. MBut I said to you, “You 
possess their land: | will give it to you as an 
inhentance. a land flowing with milk and honey.” 
[am the Lorp your God, who has set you apart 
from the nations. 

2s" “You must therefore make a distinction be- 


tween clean and unclean animals and between un- 
clean and clean birds. Do not defile yourselves by 
any animal or bird or anything that moves along 
the ground—those which I have set apart as un- 
dean for you. *You are to be holy tome? because 

| the Loxp. am holy, and | have set you apart from 
the nations to be my own. 

2 “4 man or woman who is a medium or spirit- 
ist among you must be put to death. You are to 
“26 0 ones M4 Or umclemm as a lender his people “8 Or 
ne Pralies Part oi On cavunenter kiat dee al om apart os haly 
-_ 


> | —_ 


SSN NORD Naty: etn MER Sebi ts 
Reaniltnn 

Sree RMS Ns WA SNR patie, 

beds “hip OPN Mngt ee Soren GE 


a kT 
fon See gperwotiows. 8 Quan, IE 
Sa A sean Wien 
sey he Sra ovfteetiage hae He: 


sar, 


“ ~ cesoe Nes Go Gniiectios 

SOY Ohne he tha net eae 
Hck tot Bre Anand le walt 
5 Se Senta ecetmentbringg Aleeiiead ty, 

saute) WhO Dos get eet OF 
eo ad 
SAN meet Wenn epaess Maieh 
he comnts amas te OTe 
ee Se ok 
A resesace Ange ae dra ot Phe Sard willie 
stows Me has need Maieheeli wach wonitee. 


wen Oho Lowe 

bav XS Soeet Pky eNgmieeetertts 9d 
aoe RA penity tend adie fe beating: 
aan Whe Lon wiho makes 


ene 


none Cute 2 Genet Haemally ray eat Che 
“phe cane Pha Whe peest OF a potest oe es 
eat URet a pevest Rays a Save 
oF Wa Slave is Com ot Des Rowsehold, 
pone eat Wes SANE. SBE e potent 's daughter 
avore other Chan a prest, she may not 
re “and conmbatons, But da 
sree « Gawagivner becomes 2 veRtow of fs divorced, 
mas iho CheMiren. aind she returns to live én her 
ae as wn her youth, she may eat of hee 


eats a sacred offering by mistake, 
tution to the priest for the offer 
a Gtk of the value to it. The priests 
sectate the sacred offerings the Israel- 
bes present to the Lorn by allowing them to eat 
the wocred offerings and so bring upon them guilt 
requiring payment. | am the Lorp, who makes 
them holy 


Unacceptable Sacrifices 

“The Loxp said to Moses, '*"Speak to Aaron 
and his sons and to all the Israelites and say to 
them: ‘It any of you—either an Israelite or an alien 
living in Israel—presents a gift for a burnt offering 
to the Loxp, either to fulfill a vow or as a freewill 
offering. "you must present a male without defect 
from the cattle, sheep or goats in order that it may 
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23 The Lone said to Mone, 2'Sipeak totter 


Ye There are sik when puis eaty Oe a 
the seventh day ts a) ot rest a. day of sacred 


assembty 
you live, it is a Sabbath te the Loka, 
The Passover and Unteavened Bread 


be accepted on your behalf. %Do not bring any- (23:10), These practices 

thing with a defect, because it will not be accepted again of God's place in their lives, x ". 

on your behalf. When anyone brings from the _——— ———— 
+4. Traditonalby leprosy, the Hebrew word was used tor vanous diseases the shin —not orcesnaniy . o F 
sane tifies them. on who sets them apart as holy; also in verwe 16 at peace offering: 


tanh male and female 2 On made 


132 Or who sanctifies you, or who sets jai aynert as hey 


LEVITICUS 23:7 108 


must eat bread made without yeast, On the first d ib] 

day hold a sacred assembly and do no regular tenth of ane Lage 
Monk. stor seven days presentan offering madeto anolfering made to th Mived with oll 
the Loxp by fire. And on the seventh day holda _ aromacatd its: drink gf plessin 
sacred assembly and do no regular work, hin? of wine. “You y arter of 
roasted or new grain, broad, OF 
this offering to your Gog 

ordinance for the Ren 
you live, 


Firstfruits 


*The Lor said to Moses. "Speak to the Israel- 
ites and say to them: ‘When you enter the land I 
am going to give you and you reap its harvest, 
bring to the priest a sheaf of the frst grain you _ Feast of Weeks 
harvest. 'He is to wave the sheaf before the Loxp 15" “From the day after t 
So it will be accepted on your behalf; the priest is to brought the sheaf of the w 
wave it on the day after the Sabbath. 12On the day seven full weeks. Count oO 
you wave the sheaf, you must sacrifice as a burnt day after the seventh Sabbath, ¢ 
offering to the Lorp a lamb a year old without offering of new grain to | 


#13 That is, probably about 4 quarts (about 4. 5 liters), also in verse 17 "13 Thatis, probably about 1 quart: 


INSIGHT 


a 
wherever 


In Celebration of God 
Jewish holidays focused on one thing 


Rejoice before the Loro your God for seven days. 23:40 . 


Ts people in every nation love holidays, celebrations, and feasts. The Israelites were no 
exception. Leviticus describes five feasts, all focusing on God. Each was marked by s 
sacrifices to God and a sacred assembly in the Tent of Meeting where God had “pitch 
Rather than giving gifts to each other, the Israelites gave gifts to God. 
Sometimes they rejoiced: during the Feast of Tabernacles everyone camped out to “rejoice Ay 
before the Lord’’ for a solid week (23:40). On other occasions, such as the Day of Atonement, = 
they were sober and solemn (chapter 16, 23:26-32). But always their orientation was God-ward, ‘ 


God over Money 
Nobody worked on Israelite feast days, but their “days off” had a different motive than ours. An 
Israelite farmer never got a paid holiday. In fact, a holiday could cost him—it might fall on a day 
perfect for harvesting. But God took priority over work. The weekly Sabbath day reinforced the " 
same idea. You had to stop working to worship. i my 
God mattered more than wealth. This fundamental belief showed itself even more inthe __ « 
sabbath year and in the Year of Jubilee (chapter 25). Every seventh year, people did not farm at all. 
They lived off whatever the land produced by itself, and dedicated themselves to God. This would 
be like our closing all businesses and factories for a year. ae P 
After 49 years—seven sabbath years—the Year of Jubilee came. This time, people went for two 
years straight without planting. All land bought or sold during the previous 49 years went back to 
its original family ownership. Since the land had originally been equally distributed, this meant 
that no family would ever become either totally destitute or overwhelmingly rich. Any Israelites 
who had sold themselves as slaves would also be freed in that year. 


ese afer d in Israel. But prosperity always 
k th Iting abundance were never scorned in Israel. 

cabeciniee phe God, He from hard work or clever dealings alone. The feasts and sabbaths, 
set aside as special days, helped people remember and praise the God who had given them so. 
mea i i he feasts were 

know, no Year of Jubilee was ever actually practiced. Some of the + ag 
forsatten tr feng periods of time. But such failure is not surprising. After all, think past we hae ‘ 
done to the holy day of Christmas! The feast days described in Leviticus give usagoodideaof 
what God wanted Israel to be. Sadly, reality did not often match the ideal. a Vey 
Life Questions: If someone examined the way you spend your holidays and weekends, whepeeui 


he or she conclude about your priorities? } 
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wherever you live, bring two loaves made of two- 
tenths of an ephah of fine flour, baked with yeast, 
as a wave offering of firstfruits to the Lorp. 
18Present with this bread seven male lambs, each a 
year old and without defect, one young bull and 
two rams. They will be a burnt offering to the 
Lop, together with their grain offerings and drink 
offerings—an offering made by fire, an aroma 
pleasing to the Lorp. Then sacrifice one male 
goat for a sin offering and two lambs, each a year 
old, for a tellowship offering.“ 2°The priest is to 
wave the two lambs before the Lorp as a wave 
offering, together with the bread of the firstfruits. 
They are a sacred offering to the Lorp for the 
priest. 21On that same day you are to proclaim a 
sacred assembly and do no regular work. This is to 
be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, 
wherever you live. 
When you reap the harvest of your land, do 
not reap to the very edges of your field or gather 
the gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the 
poor and the alien. I am the Lorp your God.’” 


Feast of Trumpets 

2The Lorp said to Moses, ?4“Say to the Israel- 
ites: ‘On the first day of the seventh month you are 
to have a day of rest, a sacred assembly com- 
memorated with trumpet blasts.“25Do no regular 
work, but present an offering made to the Lorp by 
fire. 


Day of Atonement 


26The Lorp said to Moses, 27’The tenth day of 
this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. Hold 
a sacred assembly and deny yourselves,’ and 
present an offering made to the Lorp by fire. 28Do 
no work on that day, because it is the Day of 
Atonement, when atonement is made for you be- 
fore the Lorp your God. 27Anyone who does not 
deny himself on that day must be cut off from his 
people. %I will destroy from among his people 
anyone who does any work on that day. 3!You 
shall do no work at all. This is to be a lasting 
ordinance for the generations to come, wherever 


you live. 32It is a sabbath of rest for you, and you ~ 


must deny yourselves. From the evening of the 
ninth day of the month until the following evening 
you are to observe your sabbath.” 


Feast of Tabernacles 

33The Lorp said to Moses, 4”Say to the Israel- 
ites: ‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh month the 
Lorp’s Feast of Tabernacles begins, and it lasts for 
seven days. The first day is a sacred assembly; do 
no regular work. %For seven days present offer- 
ings made to the Lorp by fire, and on the eighth 
day hold a sacred assembly and present an offer- 
ing made to the Loxp by fire. It is the closing 
assembly; do no regular work. 

3( ‘These are the Lorp’s appointed feasts, 
which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies for 
bringing offerings made to the Lorp by fire—the 
burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and 
drink offerings required for each day. ¥These of- 


419 Traditionally peace offering 
and these offerings are 


°27 Or and fast; also in verses 29 and 32 
45 That is, probably about 4 quarts (about 4.5 liters) 


LEVITICUS 24:11 
ferings are in addition to those for the Lorp’s Sab- 
baths and¢ in addition to your gifts and whatever 
you have vowed and all the freewill offerings you 
give to the Lorp.) 

3%"So beginning with the fifteenth day of the 
seventh month, after you have gathered the crops 
of the land, celebrate the festival to the Lorp for 
seven days; the first day is a day of rest, and the 
eighth day also is a day of rest. On the first day 
you are to take choice fruit from the trees, and 
palm fronds, leafy branches and poplars, and re- 
joice before the Lorp your God for seven days. 
41Celebrate this as a festival to the Lorp for seven 
days each year. This is to be a lasting ordinance for 
the generations to come; celebrate it in the seventh 
month. 42Live in booths for seven days: All native- 
born Israelites are to live in booths #so your de- 
scendants will know that I had the Israelites live in ~ 
booths when I brought them out of Egypt. 1am the 
Lorp your God.’’” 

4So Moses announced to the Israelites the ap- 
pointed feasts of the Lorn. 


Oil and Bread Set Before the Lorp 


. The Lorp said to Moses, 2’Command the 
Israelites to bring you clear oil of pressed 
olives for the light so that the lamps may be kept | 

burning continually. 3Outside the curtain of the 
Testimony in the Tent of Meeting, Aaronis to tend 
the lamps before the Lorp from evening till morn- 
ing, centinually. This is to be a lasting ordinance 
for the generations to come. 4The lamps on the 
pure gold lampstand before the Lorp must be 
tended continually. 

5’Take fine flour and bake twelve loaves of 
bread, using two-tenths of an ephah? for each 
loaf. Set them in two rows, six in each row, on the 
table of pure gold before the Lorp. 7Along each 
row put some pure incense as a memorial portion 
to represent the bread and to be an offering made 
to the Lorp by fire. 8This bread is to be set out 
before the Lorp regularly, Sabbath after Sabbath, 
on behalf of the Israelites, as a lasting covenant. °It 
belongs to Aaron and his sons, who are to eat it in 
a holy place, because it is a most holy part of their 
regular share of the offerings made to the Lorp by 
fire.” 


A Blasphemer Stoned 


10Now the son of an Israelite mother and an 
Egyptian father went out among the Israelites, and 
a fight broke out in the camp between him and an 
Israelite. |'The son of the Israelite woman blas- 
phemed the Name with a curse; so they brought 
him to Moses, (His mother’s name 4u Shelomith, 


23:40 Seven Days of Rejoicing 
Though the of God was a serious business, 
it was also joyful, 


year, for instance, the 
Israelites were to hold this w weeklong campout and 


celebration, filled with rejoicing. 


(38 Or These feasts are in addition to the Lono's Sabbaths, 


LEVITICUS Maz m0 


She daughter of Dadei the Danite) They pat him 
af Custxty until the will of the Loan shoukd be 
maade clear fo thee, 


SXy ss tO stone hum. Say to the Israek 
one Curses his God, he will be held 
ane who Nasphemes the name 
be put to death, The entire as. 
um. Whether an alien or na- 
Qlasphemes the Name, he 


God", 
oke to the Israelites, and they 
tside the camp and stoned 
t cid as the Lorp commanded 
Moses 
The Sabbath Year 
said to Moses on Mount Sinai, 
the Israelites and say to them: 
land I am going to give you, 
pbserve a sabbath to the Lorp_ 
sow your felds, and for six years 
yards and gather their crops. ‘But 
‘ar the land is to have a sabbath of 
ne Lorv. Do not sow your fields 
rds. SDo not reap what grows 
the grapes of your untended 
to have 2 year of rest. ‘Whatever 
ring the sabbath year will be food 
rself, your manservant and maid- 
e hired worker and temporary resi- 
o ive among you, 7as well as for your 
the wild animals in your land. What- 
produces may be eaten. 


The Year of Jubilee 

off seven sabbaths of years—seven 
ears—so that the seven sabbaths of 
ount to a period of forty-nine years. 
ve the trumpet sounded everywhere on 


a 


sThen hi 


24:20 An Eye for an Eye 

jesus, speaking of this law in Matthew 5:38, told 
his followers not to resist evil people. Apparently 
people had been taking “an eye for an eye” asa 
basis for private vengeance—as some do today. 
The law’s original intent, however, was to seta 
standard for punishment in court. It limited 
vengeance and made certain that both rich and 
poor, native and foreigner, would pay the same 
price for their crimes. 


SUAVE 9 UR clei haem 
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wate. DXnetg Chat tite He iy vedtwery Hh MEHL be 
Tot Aatweniad behiee a Ail year han parsed, he 
Prone (Une Qeattioct clty alvall eta | permanently 
fo the bree and Nee deseendante, Thi hot to be 
returned fy the habitee, ME homies (iy willagen 
Without walls anon Hem dre to be considered ae 
apr country, They oan be pectoenied and (hey are 
bo be roturnedt fh the hibilee 
W!'The Levites always have the Fa ht to redeent 
Uhoie howses fr the Leviton towns, which: they 
possess “Ho the property of the Levites te fe 
eomiable that is. a douse sole ia any towe they 
hobt ant ce tote petvened i the Jubilee, because 
the houses in the towns of the Levites ane thelr 
property among (he tsraeltites MMU the pasture 
Janct belonging Co Uhere towns must not be sole) itis 
then PEC Nent PONsORAiON 
JP one Of your countrymen becomes poor 
and unable to support himself among you, help 
hinyas you Would an ation oF a temporary resident, 


eo he can continue to tive among you, #Do not 
take uvterest of any Kind! from him, but fear your 
Gost so that your countryman may continue to 


tive among you. “You munt not lend him money 
at interest or sell him food at a profit, “Lam the 
Lore your God, who brought you out of Egypt to 
give you the land of Canaan and to be your God. 
~ iP one of your countrymen becomes poor 
»mong you and sells himself to you, do not make 
hun work asa slave. “He is to be treated asa hired 
worker or a temporary resident among you) he iy 
to work for you until the Year af Jubilee. Then he 
and his children are to be released, and he will go 
back to his own clan and to the property of his 
foretathers. “Because the Israelites are my ser 
vants, whom | brought out of Egypt, they must not 
be sold as slaves. Do not rule over them ruthless- 
ly, but fear your God 
#” "Your male and female slaves are to come 
from the nations around you; from them you may 
buy slaves, You may also buy some of the tempo- 
rary residents living among you and members of 
their clans born in your country, apd they will 
become your property. “You can will them to your 
children as inherited property and can make them 
slaves for life, but you must not rule over your 
fellow Israelites ruthlessly 
47” ‘If an alien or a temporary resident among 
you becomes rich and one of your countrymen 
becomes poor and sells himself to the alien living 
among you or toa member of the alien’s clan, #he 
retains the right of redemption after he has sold 
himself. One of his relatives may redeem him; 
49An uncle or a cousin or any blood relative in his 
clan may redeem him. Or if he prospers, he may 
redeem himself. He and his buyer are to count 
the time from the year he sold himself up to the 
Year of Jubilee. The price for his release is to be 
based on the rate paid to a hired man for that 
number of years. 5!If many years remain, he must 
pay for his redemption a larger share of the price 
paid for him. °2If only a few years remain until the 
Year of Jubilee, he is to compute that and pay for 
his redemption accordingly. He is to be treated 


#36 Or take excessive interest; similarly in verse 37 


11 Or my tabernacle iy 


LEVITICUS 26:21 

a nan bined from year to it 

that ne bi oes Pot re him they 
™tiven I to not fedlew mn 

ways, he and Nic ehidron ate 10 be Tithe Foe 


Year of Jubites, far the lecualies Heian ne ae 
saranee ‘They are my servants, wher Novant 
outOtHaypt Lam the Loan your God, < 
Reward for Obedience 


26 “Do not make idole of net up ant ora 
sacred stone for you nd do not 
slace a carved stone in your tay bow down 


fore it, Lam the Lown your God, ' 

Observe my Sabbaths and have reverence for 
my sanctuary, bam the Lown 

YE you follow my decrees and are careful to 
obey my commands, 4 will send you rain if ite 
seanon, and the ground will yield ite crops and the 
trees of the field their fruit, "Your threshing will 
continue until grape harvest and the Fahl pon Nie 
will continue until planting, and you will eat all the 
food you want and live in safety in your land. 

© Lwill grant peace in the land, and will ie 
down and no one will make sD will ree 
move savage beasts from the land, and the sword 
will not pass through your country. 7You will pur- 
sue your enemies, and they will fall by the sword 
before you. "Five of you will chase a hundred, and 
a hundred of you will chase ten thousand, and 
your enemies will fall by the sword before you. 

9%” will look on you with favor and make you 
fruitful and increase your numbers, and | will keep 
my covenant with you, !You will still be 
last year’s harvest when you will have to move 
out to make room for the new, '1 will put my 
dwelling place among you, and | will not abhor 
you. 121 will walk among you and be bathed 
and you will be my people. 131 am the your 
God, who brought you out of Egypt so that you 
would no longer be slaves to the Egyptians; | broke 
the bars of your yoke and enabled you to walk with 
heads held high. 


Punishment for Disobedience 


14” But if you will not listen to me and carry out 
all these commands, Sand if you reject my decrees 
and abhor my laws and fail to carry out all my 
commands and so violate my covenant, !then I 
will do this to you: I will bring upon you sudden 
terror, wasting diseases and fever that will destroy 


your sight and drain away your life. You will plant 


seed in vain, because your enemies will eat it. 171 
will set my face against you so that you will be 
defeated by your enemies; those who hate you will 


rule over you, and you will flee even when no one 
{ 2 


is pursuing you. $3 . 
18” ‘If after all this you will not listen to me, I will 
punish you for your sins seven times over. 191 will 
break down your stubborn pride and make the sky 
above you like iron and the ground beneath you 
like bronze. 20Your strength will be spent in vain, 


because your soil will not yield its crops, nor will — 


the trees of the land yield their fruit. 
2" 'If you remain hostile toward me and refuse 
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anc pul vour dead bad- 
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Se soar bh and te ute 
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enemues—then when thei uncroum- 
re humbled and they pay for their 
sm Sl wl remember my covenant with Jacob and 
m verre with Isaac and my covenant with 
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NUMBERS 


INTRODUCTION 


Forty Years of Misery 5 


A joyous adventure comes to a tragic end — Ms 


Now the people complained about their hardships i it ; 
thet Foor Be apa jardships in the hearing of the Loro, and when he heard 

s Numbers opens, the Israelites are getting ready for a great adventure. Free at last from the 

chains of slavery, they are headed for the promised land. Yet the book that begins with a bang 
ends with a whimper. Weeks, months, and then years in a hostile desert have seemed to melt the 
s of adventure. The Israelites act like people who have lost their moorings.-In.relentness 
Getail, Numbers records a whole sequence pt gaimblines and rebellions. te. 
Forty-Year Detour ‘ 

Stomachs complained first, as the Israelites began to long for the spices of Egypt. Soon, the 
great mob of people became restless, At least ten times they lashed out in despair or rose up in 
open rebellion. They plotted against their leaders and denounced God. Revolt spread to the 
Priests, to the top military scouts, to Moses’ family, and finally to Moses himself. 

The original Hebrew title of this book was not “Numbers” ut rather “In the desert,” and this 
Cryptic phrase expresses a little of the Israelites’ futility. Surrounded by hostile nations, they had 
to march under the broiling sun in a desert plagued by snakes, scorpions, and drought. Even 


today, visitors to the Sinai Desert marvel that an entire nation wandered that ground for so long. 


A march through the desert should have taken about two weeks. Instead, it took almost 40 

years. Numbers spans the years of wandering and ends where the trek began: at the very spot 
(Kadesh) where the Israelites’ faith had failed” Of the many thousands who left Egypt, only two 
adults, Joshua and Caleb, would make it into the promised land. 


A Different Kind of History 
Most ancient histories sound very different from this book. They tell of heroic exploits by 
mighty warriors and unblemished leaders. With an almost numbing monotony, Numbers presents 


2 far more realistic picture. It shows the early symptoms, the full progression, and the tragic end 


of grumbling and unbelief. 
The Israelites lost faith not only in themselves, but in their God. Because of that, a whole 


generation of them lies buried in the peninsula known as Sinai. 
Reterences to the “desert wanderings” crop up again and again in the Bible. The period of 
rebellion left an indelible mark on the Jewish people. Exactly what went wrong? The book of 
Numbers is given to tell us. The apostle Paul points out that these failures “happened to them as 
examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has 
come. So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!” (1 Corinthians 


10:11-12) 


How to Read Numbers f 
People who read straight through Numbers very often come away confused or discouraged, The 
book begins with a long description of a census and proceeds into lists of laws and rituals. 


were the official records of a nation, and each word had great significance for the Israelites. 
Yet, unlike Leviticus, Numbers does not consist mainly of these long descriptions. Rather, it 


focuses on stories, with laws and rituals sprinkled in at yanous points. The stories are exciting, 
and some, such as the story of Balaam, are quite remarka le. 

The action in Numbers takes place in three different settings: (1) Chapters 1-14 begin in 
same place Exodus ended: at the foot of Mount Sinai, (2) Chapters 15-19 cover a period of 37 
years, the time of the desert wanderings. Moses’ summary in chapter 33 lists 42 stops in ‘ 


oe 


. 
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demess, but Numbers details very few of them. (3) Chapters 20-36 concern a whole new 


seneration of Israelites, who were making final pr 

As you read Numbers, it will help to have a maj 

rebellion. Work through the book, looking at examples of this problem. Major outbreal 
fe. 


chapters 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 20, and 21—at 


lite? 

Numbers also ofters inst 
One illustration of his 
Look for the qualities, 


ast ten incidents in all. Notice the cause of eact 
rebellion, and also God's response. Can you see parallels to t 
ght into the leadership of Moses by showing his response to each crisis. 


es the book says that “the Lor said to Moses.” 


rominence: over 80 tim: L 
Both positive and negative, that made him an effective leader. 


NUMBERS 1:26 


Other parts of the Bible often refer to Numbers. Some of the historical psalms, such as Psalms 


-s 105, and 136, recast these events in poetry. 


PLANS FOR READING NUMBERS 


PLAN 1: An Overview of Numbers in 2 Days 


— Day 1. Read the Introduction to Numbers and then chapter 11, which shows a 
typical Israelite response to hardship. 
2 Day 2. Read chapter 14, the hinge chapter of Numbers. 


PLAN 2: All of Numbers in 35 Days 
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The Census 
The Lorp spoke to Moses in the Tent of Meet- 
ing in the Desert of Sinai on the first ‘day of the 
second month of the second year after the Israel- 
ites came out of Egypt. He said: 2’Take a census of 
the whole Israelite community by their clans and 
families, listing every man by name, one by one. 
3You and Aaron are to number by their divisions 
all the men in Israel twenty years old or more who 
are able to serve in the army. 4One man from each 
tribe, each the head of his family, is to help you. 
sThese are the names of the men who are to assist 
you 
from Reuben, Elizur son of Shedeur; 
6from Simeon, Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai, 
?from Judah, Nahshon son of Amminadab; 
8from Issachar, Nethanel son of Zuar; 
Sfrom Zebulun, Eliab son of Helon; 
l0from the sons of Joseph: 
from Ephraim, Elishama son of Am- 
mihud; 
from Manasseh, Gamaliel son of Pedah- 
zur; 
lfrom Benjamin, Abidan son of Gideoni; 
12from Dan, Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai; 
13from Asher, Pagiel son of Ocran; 
14from Gad, Eliasaph son of Deuel; 
15from Naphtali, Ahira son of Enan.” 
léThese were the men appointed from the com- 


munity, the leaders of their ancestral tribes. They 
were the heads of the clans of Israel. 


17Moses and Aaron took these men whose 
names had been given, !8and they called the whole 
community together on the first day of the second 
month. The people indicated their ancestry by 
their clans and families, and the men twenty years 
old or more were listed by name, one by one, as 
the Lorp commanded Moses. And so he counted 
them in the Desert of Sinai; 


20From the descendants of Reuben the firstborn 

son of Israel: 
All the men twenty years old or more who 
were able to serve in the army were listed 
by name, one by one, according to the 
records of their clans and families. 2!The 
number from the tribe of Reuben was 46,- 
500. 


2From the descendants of Simeon: > 
All the men twenty years old or more who 
were able to serve in the army were count- 
ed and listed by name, one by one, ac- 
cording to the records of their clans and 
families. 3The number from the tribe of 
Simeon was 59,300. 


24From the descendants of Gad: 
All the men twenty years Old or more who 
were able to serve in the army were listed. 
by name, according to the records of their 
clans and families. 5The number from the 
tribe of Gad was 45,650. 


26From the descendants of Judah: 


NUMBERS 1:27 
All the men twenty years old or more ihe 
were able to serve in the army were listec 
by name, according to the records of their 
clans and families. 27The number from the 
tribe of Judah was 74,600. 

aSFroi » descendants of Issachar: 

ic callie men twenty years old or more who 

were able to serve in the army were listed 
by name, according to the records of their 
clans and families. The number from the 
tribe of Issachar was 54,400 


WFrom the descendants of Zebulun: 
‘All the men twenty years old or more who. 
were able to serve in the army were listed 
by name, according to the records of their 
clans and families. 3!The number from the 
tribe of Zebulun was 57,400. 


32From the sons of Joseph: 

From the descendants of Ephraim: 
All the men twenty years old or more who 
were able to,serve in the army were listed 
by name, according to the records of their 
clans and families. 33The number from the 
tribe of Ephraim was 40,500. 

From the descendants of Manasseh: 
All the men twenty years old or more who 
were able to serve in the army were listed 
by name, according to the records of their 
clans and families. 5The number from the 
tribe of Manasseh was 32,200. 


From the descendants of Benjamin: 
All the men twenty years old or more who 
were able to serve in the army were listed 
by name, according to the records of their 
clans and families. 37The number from the 
tribe of Benjamin was 35,400. bs 


38From the descendants of Dan: 
All the men twenty years old or more who 
were able to serve in the army were listed 
by name, according to the records of their 
clans and families. 3°The number from the 
tribe of Dan was 62,700. 


From the descendants of Asher: 
All the men twenty years old or more who 
were able to serve in the army were listed 
by name, according to the records of their 
clans and families. 41The number from the 
tribe of Asher was 41,500. 


From the descendants of Naphtali: 
All the men twenty years old or more who 
were able to serve in the army were listed 
by name, according to the records of their 
clans and families. The number from the 
tribe of Naphtali was 53,400, 


“These were the men counted by Moses and 
Aaron and the twelve leaders of Israel, each one 
representing his family. 45All the Israelites twenty 
years old or more who were able to serve in Israel’s 
pede were counted according to their families. 

total number was 603,550. . 


*14 Many mai 
ie ya ‘nuscripts of the Masoretic Text, Samaritan Pen 
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47The families of the a : 
were not counted along with the ¢ . 
Lorp had said to Moses: *?You must : 
the tribe of Levi or include them 
the other Israelites. Instead, 
to be in charge of the tabernacle of 
—over all its i ; 
ing to it. They are toc 


the census of 
t the Levites: 


‘Testimony 
g, belong- 


furnishings; they are to take care en 
around it. 5!Whenever the to m 

the Levites are to take it i ver 
tabernacle is to be set up, the Levites shall do it 
Anyone else who goesnear it } t gent 


52The Israelites are to set 


sions, each man in his own camp under his own 
standard. 53The Levites, however, are to set up 
their tents around the tabernacle of the Testimony 
so that wrath will not fall on the Israelite commu- 
nity. The Levites are to be responsible for the care 
of the tabernacle of the Testimony.” 


54The Israelites did all this just as the Lorp com- 


manded Moses. 
The Arrangement of the Tribal Camps 


The Lorp said to Moses and Aaron: ?’’The Is 
elites are to camp around the Tent of 


some distance from it, each man under his stan- 
dard with the banners of his family.” 


3On the east, toward the sunrise, the divi- 
sions of the camp of Judah are to encamp 
under their standard. The leader of the people 
of Judah is Nahshon son of Amminadab. 4His 
division numbers 74,600. 

5The tribe of Issachar will camp next to 
them. The leader of the people of Issachar is 
Nethanel son of Zuar. 6His division numbers f 
54,400. 

7The tribe of Zebulun will be next. The lead- 
er of the people of Zebulun is Eliab son of 
Helon. His division numbers 57,400. 

°All the men assigned to the camp of Judah, _ 
according to their divisions, number 186,400, _ 
They will set out first. & Mies 


'0On the south will be the divisions of the _ 
camp of Reuben under their standard. The 
leader of the people of Reuben is Elizur sonof 
Shedeur. !!His division numbers 46,500, 

2The tribe of Simeon will camp next { 
them. The leader of the people of Simeon 
Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai, 13His ; 
numbers 59,300. 

'4The tribe of Gad will be next. r 
the people of Gad is Eliasaph a ° 
'SHis division numbers 45,650. 

‘All the men assigned to the camp 
ben, according to their divisions, poe 
151,450. They will set out second. 


Then the Tent of Meeting and the camp 

the Levites will set out in the middle of the 

—- They will set out in the same order as 
camp, : 

pred P, each in his own place under 


POY Hhe West will be the divisions of the 
yp OF Ephiainy under their standard The 
tentfer oF the peopte of Ephraim fs Blishama 
fea or Amwiiibed His division numbers 40)< 
AN) 

“The tite of Manwsseh will be next to 
fens. The feacter of the people of Manasseh is. 
Gamatiol son of Pedaheur. 2UHis division 
Avibors AD AN). 

Tie tebe of Benjamin will be next The 
ender of the people of Benjamin is Abidan son 
afoon bs division numbers 35,400, 

MAIL the neh assigned to the camp of 
Ptr according to their divisions, number 
108,100, They will set out third 


“On te north will be the divisions of the 
camp oF Dan, under their standard, The lead: 
er of the peaple of Dan is Ahiever son of Am- 
ovshacdal His division Numbers 62,700, 

The tribe of Asher will camp next to them, 
The tender of the people of Asher is Pagiel son 
oF Ocran. “SHis division numbers 41, $00, 

“The tabe of Naphtali will be next The 
leader of the people of Naphtali is Ahira son of 
Bran. ©His division numbers 83,400. 


Ail the men assigned to the camp of Dan 
Yumber 157,000, They will set out last, under 
their stan is 


“These are the Israelites, counted accord 
ing to Chore families, All those in the camps, by 
their divisions, number 603,550. “The Le- 
vites, however, were not counted along with 
the other Israelites, as the Lorp commanded 
Moses 


‘So the Israelites did everything the Lorp com- 
nanded Moses; that is the way they encamped 
under then standards, and that is the way they set 
out cach with his clan and family, 


_ 
2:32 How Many Israelites? 
Numbers reports that there could have been as 
many as two-and-one-half million Israelites 
wandering in the desert. How could that many 
people survive for forty years in the wilderness? 
Some point out that the climate of the desert might 
have been different than it is now. Others say that 
the numbers might not be as great as we interpret 
them to be, for the Hebrews had a different way of 
counting and “thousand” could have had a 
different meaning to them than to us. All are 
agreed, however, on two things: first, the number 
of Israelites was extremely large—too large to be 
kept alive all those years by ordinary means. 
Second, God provided for his people through 


miraculous means by giving them manna and fresh 
water, 


IS 


“9 Most manuscripts of the Masoretic 
Num, 8:16) to me 


Text, some manuscripts of the Masoretic'Text, Samaritan Pentateuch and Septuagint (see also : 
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The Levites “i ee 
This ts the account of the family of Aaron: 
3 Moses at the time the Lorn talked with Moses 
on Mount Sinai, : 
The names of the sons of Aaron were Nadab: 
the firstborn and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, 
‘Those were the names of Aaron's sons, the 
anointed priests, who were ordained to wets as 
priests, (Nadab and Abihu, however, fell dead be- 
fore the Loxp when they made an offering with 
unauthorized fire before him in the Desert of Sinai, 
They had no sons; so only Eleazar and Ithamar 
served as priests during the lifetime of their father 
Aaron, : 
‘The Loxo said to Moses, 6 Bring the tribe of 
Levi and present them to Aaron the priest to assist 
him. "They are to perform duties for him and for 
the whole community at the Tent of Meeting by ze 
doing the work of the tabernacle, 'They are to take 
care of all the furnishings of the Tent of Meeting, 
fulfilling the obligations of the Israelites by doing 
the work of the tabernacle. %Give the Levites to 
Aaron and his song; they are the Israelites who are 
to be given wholly to him. Appoint Aaron and 
his sons to serve as priests; anyone else who ap- 
proaches the sanctuary must be put to death.” 
'The Lop also said to Moses, 12 have taken 
the Levites from among the Israelites in place of 
the first male offspring of every Israelite woman. 
The Levites are mine, 'for all the firstborn are 
mine, When | struck down all the firstborn in 
Egypt, I set apart for myself every firstborn in 
Israel, whether man or animal. They are to be 
mine. Lam the Lorp,” : > 

\'The Loxp said to Moses in the Desert of Sinai, 

'“Count the Levites by their families and clans, 
Count every male a month old or more.” 1650 
Moses counted them, as he was commanded by 
the word of the Lorp, ' 

\7These were the names of the sons of Levi: 
Gershon, Kohath and Merari. 

‘These were the names of the Gershonite 
clans: . 
Libni and Shimei. 

The Kohathite clans: ook 
Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel, ; 

20The Merarite clans; > 
Mahli and Mushi, 

These were the Levite clans, 

families, 


according to their 


‘ 


21To Gershon belonged the clans of the Libnites 
and Shimeites; these were the Gershonite clans, 
”The number of all the males a month old or more 
who were counted was 7,500, 23The Gershonite 
clans were to camp on the west, behind thé taber- 
nacle. 24The leader of the families of the Gershon- 
ites was Eliasaph son of Lael. At the Tent of 
Meeting the Gershonites were for the 
care of the tabernacle and tent, its , , 
curtain at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, 
2ethe curtains of the courtyard, the curtain at the 
entrance to the courtyard surrounding the taber- 
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NUMBERS 3:27 : 
nacle and altar, and the ropes—and everything 


related to their use 


27To Kohath belonged the clans of the ee a 
ites, Izharites, Hebronites and eee ee 
were the Kohathite clans. The pune obs) tad 
males a month old or more was 8,600. e e: 
hathites were responsible for the care of the on 
tuary. »The Kohathite clans were to camp ae ae 
south side of the tabernacle. “The leader of the 
families of the Kohathite clans was Elizaphan at 
of Uzziel. !They were responsible for the care o} 
the ark, the table, the lampstand, the altars, the 
articles of the sanctuary used in ministering, the 
curtain, and everything related to their use- The 
chief leader of the Levites was Eleazar son of 
Aaron, the priest. He was appointed over those 
who were responsible for the care of the sanctuary- 


3To Merari belonged the clans of the Mahlites 
and the Mushites; these were the Merarite clans. 
4The nunvber of all the males a month old or more 
who were counted was 6,200. 5The leader of the 
families of the Merarite clans was Zuriel son of 
Abihail; they were to camp on the north side of the 
tabernacle. *The Merarites were appointed to take 
care of the frames of the tabernacle, its crossbars, 
posts, bases, all its equipment, and everything re- 
lated to their use, 3% 


37as well as the posts of the 
surrounding courtyard with their bases, tent pegs 
and ropes 


SMoses and Aaron and his sons were to camp to 
the east of the tabernacle, toward the sunrise, in 
front of the Tent of Meeting. They were responsi- 
ble for the care of the sanctuary on behalf of the 
Israelites. Anyone else who approached the sanc- 
tuary was to be put to death. 


The total number of Levites counted at the 
Lorp’s command by Moses and Aaron according 
to their clans, including every male a month old or 
more, was 22,000. 


40The Lop said to Moses, “Count all the first- 
born Israelite males who are a month old or more 
and make a list of their names. 4!Take the Levites 
for me in place of all the firstborn of the Israelites, 
and the livestock of the Levites in place of all the 
firstborn of the livestock of the Israelites. | am the 
Lorp 

*2S0 Moses counted all the firstborn of the Israel- 
ites, as the Lorp commanded him. The total 
number of firstborn males a month old or more, 
listed by name, was 22,273. 

‘“4The Lorp also said to Moses, 45Take the Le- 
vites in place of all the firstborn of Israel, and the 
livestock of the Levites in place of their livestock. 
The Levites are to be mine. | am the Lorp. To 
redeem the 273 firstborn Israelites who exceed the 
number of the Levites, 47collect five shekelst for 
each one, according to the sanctuary shekel, which 
weighs twenty gerahs. 48Give the money for the 


28 Hebrew; some Septuagint 
(about 15,3 kilogramey arg epee 


"47 That is, about 2 ounces 
“6 That is, dugongs, also in verses 8, 10, 11, 12. 1d. and 35 


redemption of the additional 


kels,< the 

cording to the sanctuary V gave he 
redemption money to Aaron and his sons, 9° 
was commanded by the word of the Lor?- 
The Kohathites 

The Lorp said to Moses and Aaron: pinakes 

census of the Kohathite branch of the Levites 
by their clans and families. Count all the me 
from thirty to fifty years of age who come to serve 
in the work in the Tent of Meeting. t 

4"This is the work of the Kohathites in the Tent 

of Meeting: the care of the most holy things- 
5When the camp is to move, Aaron and his sons 
are to go in and take down the shielding 
and cover the ark of the Testimony with it- bade 
they are to cover this with hides of sea eae 
spread a cloth of solid blue over that and put 

les in place. 

Pew Over the table of the Presence they are to 
spread a blue cloth and put on it the plates, aiahes 
and bowls, and the jars for drink offerings; 
bread that is continually there is to remain on it. 
4Over these they are to spread a scarlet cloth, cover 
that with hides of sea cows and put its poles in 
place. 

"They are to take a blue cloth and cover the 
lampstand that is for light, together with its lamps, 
its wick trimmers and trays, and all its jars for the 
oil used to supply it. Then they are to wrap itand 
all its accessories in a covering of hides of sea cows 
and put it on a carrying frame. 

11Over the gold altar they are to spread a blue 
cloth and cover that with hides of sea cows and put 
its poles in place. 

!2"They are to take all the articles used for minis- 
tering in the sanctuary, wrap them ina blue cloth, 
cover that with hides of sea cows and put them on 
a carrying frame. 

'S’They are to remove the ashes from the bronze 
altar and spread a purple cloth over it. 4Then they 
are to place on it all the utensils used for minister- 
ing at the altar, including the firepans, meat forks, 
shovels and sprinkling bowls, Over it they are to 
spread a covering of hides of sea cows and put its 
poles in place. 


3:45 A Tribe of Priests 

God appointed a special tribe (group) of Israeli 
po rg aside, ‘with theie livestock, pans as 
Sok sce eh al 


{about 55 grams) £50 That is, about 35 poun 
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$:16 Test for Adultery 

The strange test tor aduiltery descrihed here 
resembles other “triak by ordeal!” common thea in 
the Mae East Presumabh. eather the conatannal 
macteam of the gull woman would ove her may 
Bhwolnex ally mach as 2 be detector may, ar 


, and must bring a year-old 
The previous days do 


thes is the law for the Nazirite when 

his separation is over, He is to be 

ght to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 
UThere hw is to present his offerings to the Loup: a 
year-old male lamb without defect for a burnt of- 
fering, a year-old ewe lamb without defect for a sin 
offering, a ram without defect for a fellowship of- 
fering,* 'Stogether with their grain offerings and 
drink offerings, and a basket of bread made with- 
out yeast—cakes made of fine flour mixed with oil, 
and wafers spread with oil. 

16” ‘The priest is to present them before the 
Lorp and make the sin offering and the burnt 
offering. !7He is to present the basket of unleav- 
ened bread and is to sacrifice the ram as a fellow- 
ship offering to the Lop, together with its grain 
offering and drink offering 

18’ ‘Then at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, 
the Nazirite must shave off the hair that he dedi- 
cated. He is to take the hair and put it in the fire 
that is under the sacrifice of the fellowship offer- 

+ ing. 

19” ‘After the Nazirite has shaved off the hair of 
his dedication, the priest is to place in his hands a 
boiled shoulder of the ram, anda cake and a wafer 
from the basket, both made without yeast. 7The 
priest shall then wave them before the Lop as a 
wave offering; they are holy and belong to the 
priest, together with the breast that was waved 
and the thigh that was presented. After that, the 
Nazirite may drink wine 

21” “This is the law of the Nazirite who vows his 
offering to the Lorp in accordance with his separa- 
tion, in addition to whatever else he can afford. He 
must fulfill the vow he has made, according to the 


law of the Nazirite.’” 


The Priestly Blessing 

2The Lor said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his 
sons, “This is how you are to bless the Israelites. 
Say to them 


of 


24”"’The Lorp bless you 
and keep you; 

25the Lorp make his face shine upon you 
and be gracious to you; 

2ethe Lorp turn his face toward you 
and give you peace.” ’ 


2°'So they will put my name on the Israelites, 
and | will bless them.” 


6:21 Well-known Nazirites 
Samson and John the Baptist are two of the most 
famous Nazirites in the Bible. The apostle Paul 
took a Nazirite vow in Jerusalem (Acts 21:21-29) 
to demonstrate his conformity to Jewish law. 


414 Traditionally peace offering; also in verses 17 and 18 
chapter 


made offerings. ‘brought as thes: 
the Loro six covered carts and twelve 
from each leader and a cart from every two. 


them to the Levites. 7He gave two carts and 
oxen to the Gershonites, as their work 
‘and he gave four carts and eight oxen to the Mera- 


rites, as their work required. They were a under 
the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron, the priest. 
9But Moses did not give any to the Kohathites, 


because they were to carry 
holy things, for which they were 
When the altar was 
brought their offerings for its dedication and 
ited them the altar. "For the Lomp 
had said to Moses, day one 
his offering for the dedication of the altar.” 
12The one who brought his offering on the Girstday — 
was Nahshon son of Amminadab of the tribe of 


offering; '7and two oxen, five rams, ive male 
goats and five male lambs a year old. to be 
sacrificed as a fellowship offering This was 


18On the second day Nethanel son of Zuar, 
leader of Issachar, brought his offering. : 


3 ee 
°13 That is, about 3 14 pounds (about 1.5 ikiiogn - 
°13 That is, about 12/4 pounds (about 0.8 kilogram); also elsewhere in this chapter ~ beng merss pout 
(about 110 grams); also elsewhere in this chapter 17 Traditionally peace, 
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NUMBERS 7:24 filled with fine is Bigg abate oC 
‘ J son of Zuar. fering: Mone ng bull, 
the oetering of Neth on ot Helon, the tender SPT aiied with incense) Mone YOUNE foe, 
Oa the third day, spulun, brought his offering, one ram and one male lamb a yea" es offer. 
of the people OF oy one silver plate weighing 4 burnt offering; Mone mate goat fOr" TT. coats 
SSE een thirty, shekels, and one silver ing: ‘Sand two oxen, five rams, VP Mi 
hundred ane’ Ue veighing seventy sheke ce and five male lambs a year old, yt the offering 
ng to the sanctary shoes Ea as a fellowship offering, This Wa" 
flour mixed with oil as a gral f Elizur son’of Shedeur : 
ae Mold dish) weighing ten i he fifth day Shelumiel son of Zurishaddat, rf 
sa with incense; Tone young bull, %On the Ae je of Simeon, broug 
led we su = lamb a year old, fora the leader of the peop! 
one nate ist er ri | . 
see Sone male goat for a sin offer offering. “ te weighing @ 
see five rams, five male goats His offering was one sliver plat one silver 
vale tambs a year old, to be sacrificed hundred and thirty sheke! Seventy, shekels, 
ean ip offering. This was the offering sprinkling bow! weighing 500i Kel, each 
tonne Helon . both according to the bik ee oil asa grain 
of > son of Helo ’ i » flour mixes ay 
rth day Elizur son of Shedeur, the filled with ge gold dish weighing ih 
‘opie of Reuben, brought his offer offering) Hone | BONA Seone young bull 
; ahepes: aes male lamb a year old, for a 


e ram and one Me % 
ok ti iffering; #one male goat fora sin caste 
ata five rams, five male goa 


diand two oxen, 
ana five male lambs a year old, to be sacrificed 


‘SE was one silver plate weighing a 
hirty shekels, and one silver 
yw] weighing seventy shekels, 
to the sanctuary shekel, each 


National Reminders 
Built-in object lessons for the Israelites 


on is to present the Levites before the Loro as a wave offering from the Israelites, so that they may 
ady to do the work of the Loro. 8:11 
Numbers may seem strange to a modern reader, it clearly expresses two of the 


Ithough parts of 
A pe ites’ chiet values: purity and holiness. They had to become pure before they nl 
approach God. And they were called to demonstrate God's holiness efore other nations. The 
need for purity and holiness was reflected in what the Israelites ate and wore, and how they acted 


each day 


Visual Reminders 
God set aside certain groups of people as a visual reminder of purity and holiness. The Levites, 

who somewhat parallel fe fulltime clergy of our day, took care of formal religious duties 

apters 3, 4, 8). One of their clans packed up the holy objects for moving, while other clans 

e tabernacle curtains and covers and structural parts. 

mbers describes a second group: the Nazirites (chapter 6). These ordinary laymen dedicated 

selves to an extra regimen of purity, They drank no wine and let their hair grow long. They 

od out from the majority in their dress and style. 
Holiness was not left to special groups, though. Every Israelite participated in the daily 

otterings, sacrifices, and occasional festivals. When a family brought a whole bull and saw it 

skinned, butchered, and then burned on the altar, they were forced to reflect. Sin was serious, 

and . de Sl Wares between Hite and God. In some way, either through story, ritual, or 

visual symbol, Numbers expresses that separateness on almost ev: . n 

the Israelites had to use ae care. F z Sry page: |n/@pRigasnine Cs . 


Bridging the Gulf 
The New Testament would later speak of a God who is our Father, whi 
T Testan c , who can be a 
a bar ne is pereied qohylea cule! etalls of our individual lives, But Namie pe 
i ground to that kind of relationship. It shows 8raphically just h 
gulf between peopl. id i e Christ aden ae 
ote pil pita and God, and helps us fully appreciate all that Jesus Christ did in providing a 


Life Questions: Words like holiness and puri i 
we take God for granted and approach him pager —_ on Mane cutie = - 


SS eee 


sto 


ss a fellowship offering. This was the offering 
t umiel son of Zurishaddai 

on of Deuel, the lead- 

1. brought his offenng, 

Hering was one silver plate weighing a 

t thirty shekels, and one silver 

| weighing seventy shekels, 

« to the sanctuary shekel, each 
four mixed with oil as a grain 


« “one gold dish weighing ten 

k filled with incense; #one young bull, 
re male lamb a year old, for a 

» #one male goat for a sin offer- 


co oxen, five rams, five male goats 
five male lambs a year old, to be sacrificed 
ellowship offering, This was the offering 
ff aph son of Deuel 


i 


© seventh day Elshama son of Ammihud, 
er of the people of Ephraim, brought his 


His offering was one silver plate weighing a 

ired and thirty shekels, and one silver 

yw! weighing seventy shekels, 

g to the sanctuary shekel, each 

d with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain 

ofter Wone gold dish weighing ten 

shekels, filled with incense; Slone young bull, 

2m and one male lamb a year old, for a 

nt offering; one male goat for a sin offer- 

ng. Mand two oxen, five rams, five male goats 

and five male lambs a year old, to be sacrificed 

as a fellowship offering. This was the offering 
of Elishama son of Ammihud 


54On the eighth day Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, the 
leader of the peopie of Manasseh, brought his of- 
fering 
His offering was one silver plate weighing a 
hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver 
sprinkling bowl weighing seventy shekels, 
both according to the sanctuary shekel, each 
filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain 
offering; “one gold dish weighing ten 
shekels, filled with incense; 57one young bull, 
one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; one male goat for a sin offer- 
ing, ®and two oxen, five rams, five male goats 
and five male lambs a year old, to be sacrificed 
as a fellowship offering. This was the offering 
ot Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. 


On the ninth day Abidan son of Gideoni, the 
leader of the people of Benjamin, brought his of- 
fering 
®lHis offering was one silver plate weighing a 
hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver 
sprinkling bowl weighing seventy shekels, 
both according to the sanctuary shekel, each 
filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain 
offering; Sone gold dish weighing ten 
shekels, filled with incense; Sone young bull, 
one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; one male goat for a sin offer- 
ing; ®and two oxen, five rams, five male goats 


That is, about 60 pounds (about 28 kilograms)  °86 That is, 
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and five male lambs a year old, to be sacrificed 
as a fellowship offering. This was the offering 
of Abidan son of Gideoni. 

On the tenth day Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai, 

the leader of the people of Dan, brought his offer- 

ing, 
67His offering was one silver plate weighing a 
hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver 
sprinkling bowl weighing seventy shekels, 
both according to the sanctuary shekel, each 
filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain 
offering; one gold dish weighing ten 
shekels, filled with incense; one young bull, 
one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; “one male goat for a sin offer- 
ing; 7land two oxen, five rams, five male goats 
and five male lambs a year old, tobe sacrificed 
asa fellowship offering. This was the offering 
of Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai. 


7Qn the eleventh day Pagiel son of Ocran, the 

leader of the people of Asher, brought his offering. _ 
73His offering was one silver plate weighing a 
hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver 
sprinkling bowl weighing seventy shekels, 
both according to the sanctuary shekel, each 
filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain 
offering; 74one gold dish weighing ten 
shekels, filled with incense; one bull, 
one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 76one male goat for a sin offer- 
ing; 77and two oxen, five rams, five male goats 
and five male lambs a year old, to be sacrificed 
as a fellowship offering. This was the offering 
of Pagiel son of Ocran. - 


78On the twelfth day Ahira son of Enan, thedleader 

of the people of Naphtali, brought his offering. 
79His offering was one silver plate weighing a 
hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver 
sprinkling bowl weighing seventy shekels, 
both according to the sanctuary shekel, each 
filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain 
offering; ®one gold dish weighing ten 
shekels, filled with incense; Sone young bull, 
one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 82one male goat for a sin offer- 
ing; and two oxen, five rams, five male goats 
and five male lambs a year old, to be sacrificed 
as a fellowship offering. This was the offering 
of Ahira son of Enan. 


These were the offerings of the Israelite lead- * 
ers for the dedication of the altar when it was 
anointed: twelve silver plates, twelve silver sprin- 
kling bowls and twelve gold dishes. Each silver 
plate weighed a hundred and thirty shekels, and 
each sprinkling bowl seventy . Altogether, 
the silver dishes weighed two thousand four hun- 
dred shekels,“ according to the sanctuary shekel. 
8The twelve gold dishes filled with incense 
weighed ten shekels each, according to the sanctu- 
ary shekel. Altogether, the gold dishes weighed a 
hundred and twenty shekels.® 87The total number 
of animals for the burnt offering came to twelve 


about 3 pounds (about 1.4 kilograms) 
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Ive rams and twelve male lambs a 
mi with their grain offering. Twelve 
sed for the sin offering. e 
Is for the sacrifice of the 
o twenty-four oxen, SIx- 
ixty male lambs a 
r the dedica- 


young bulls, 
year old, toget! 
male goats were U! 
total number of animal ; 
jlowship offering came 
fs rams, Sixty male goats and si p 
year old. These wer he Eee? 
e altar after it We . : 
Bren Moses entered the Tent of Meme to 
speak with the Lorp, he heard the voice spea ne 
to him from between the two cherubim above # 4 
atonement cover on the ark of the Testimony. An 


he spoke with him 


Setting Up the Lamps 
The Lorp said to Moses, 2Speak to Aaron and 
8 say to him, ‘When you set up the seven lamps, 


they are to light the area in front of the lamp- 


stand.’ 
3Aaron did so; he set up the lamps so that they 


faced forward on the lampstand, just as the Lorp 
commanded Moses. 4This is how the lampstand 
was made: It was made of hammered gold—from 
its basé to its blossoms. The lampstand was made 
exactly like the pattern the Lorp had shown 


Moses 
The Setting Apart of the Levites 
5The Lorp said to Moses: &Take the Levites 
from among the other Israelites and make them 
ceremonially clean. 7To purify them, do this: 
Sprinkle the water of cleansing on them; then have 
them shave their whole bodies and wash their 
clothes, and so purify themselves. 8Have them 
take a young bull with its grain offering of fine 
flour mixed with oil; then you are to take a second 
young bull for a sin offering. °Bring the Levites to 
the front of the Tent of Meeting and assemble the 
whole Israelite community. You are to bring the 
Levites before the Lorp, and the Israelites are to 
lay their hands on them. !!Aaron is to present the 
Levites before the Lorp as a wave offering from 
the Israelites, so that they may be ready to do the 
work of the Loxp. 
12’’After the Levites lay their hands on the heads 
of the bulls, use the one for a sin offering to the 
Lorp and the other for a burnt offering, to make 
atonement for the Levites. 3Have the Levites 
stand in front of Aaron and his sons and then 
present them as a wave offering to the Lorp. 14In 
this way you are to set the Levites apart from the 
other Israelites, and the Levites will be mine. 
“After you have purified the Levites and 
Presented them as a wave offering, they are to 
come to do their work at the Tent of Meeting. 
‘eThey are the Israelites who are to be given wholly 
to me. I have taken them as my own in place of the 
firstborn, the first male offspring from every Israel- 
ite woman. !Every firstborn male in Israel, 
en a by aes mine. When I struck 
in Egypt, I set them apart for 
myself. !SAnd I have taken the Levites in place of 
all the firstborn sons in Israel. 19Of all the Israel- 
ites, I have given the Levites as gifts to Aaron and 
his sons to do the work at the Ti t 
behalf of the Israeli papers So 
raelites and to make atonement for 


them so that no Lips will 
en t) o near 

we. ‘Karon and the 

nity did with the 

manded Moses. 2!The 

and washed their h 

them as a wave 0 

atonement for them 

the Levites came 

Meeting under the 

sons. They did with the | 

commanded Moses, 
2The Loxp said to Mopes, 4/This 

Levites: Men 1s old oF 


year 
come to take part in the work at the Tent 
ing, >but at the must retire 


at the Tent of Meeting, but they ¢ 
not do the work. This, then, is how you are t0 
a 


ign the responsibilities of the Levites.” 


©) Je Lomo spoke fo Moses in he Oa tee 


ebrate it at the appointed time, at twilight on the 
fourteenth day of this month, in accordance with 
all its rules and regulations.” 

4So Moses told the Israelites to celebrate the 
Passover, Sand they did so in the Desert of Sinai at 
twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month. 
The Israelites did everything just as the Lop com- 
manded Moses. 

*But some of them could not celebrate the Pass- 
over on that day because they were ceremonially 
unclean on account of a dead body. So they came 
to Moses and Aaron that same day 7and said to 
Moses, “We have become unclean because of a 
dead body, but why should we be kept from pre- 
senting the Loro’s offering with the other Israel- 
ites at the appointed time?” 

5Moses answered them, “Wait until | find out 
what the Lorp commands concerning you.” 

_ ‘Then the Lorp said to Moses, Teil the Israel- 
ites: ‘When any of you or your descendants are 
unclean because of a dead body or are away on a 
journey, they may still celebrate the Lonp’s Pass- es 
over. 1! They are to celebrate it on the fourteenth 

day of the second month at twilight. They are to 

eat the lamb, together with unleavened bread and 

bitter herbs. They must not leave of 
morning or break any of ts boned Weg 
celebrate the Passover, they must follow: 
regulations. 5But if a man who is c 
clean and not on a journey fails to 
Passover, that person must be cut 
people because he did not present the Loap’s 


 abiey. « 


The Cloud Above the Tabernacle 

tabernacie. the Tent of the 
the sd covered it. From 
ud above the taber- 

+ how it continued to 

at night it looked like 


mped. At the Loap’s 
ut, and at his com- 
ng as the cloud stayed 
» they remained in camp. 
anned over the tabernacte a 
lites obeyed the Logo's order 
st out Sometimes the coud was 
¢ only a few days, at the Lorp‘s 
4 they would encamp, and then at his 
t 2!Sometimes the 
rom evening till morning, and 
mn the morning. they set out. 
or by night, whenever the doud 
out. 2Whether the cloud stayed 
xe two days or a month or a 

suld remain in camp and not 
i, they would set out. BAt 
they encamped, and at the 
they set out. They obeyed the 
rch nm accordance with his command 


gh Moses 


uid set out 


The Silver Trumpets 
10 T ‘orp said to Moses: 2"Make two trum- 
P » hammered silver, and use them for 

alin nunity together and for having the 
hen both are sounded, the 
nity is to assemble before you at the 
C he Tent of Meeting. ‘If only one is 
i. the leaders—the heads of the clans of 
o assemble before you, [When a trum- 
s sounded, the tribes camping on the east 
ut. +At the sounding of a second blast, 

2 to set out. The blast will 

rse 7To gather the assem- 

tn ets, but not with the same 


sons of Aaron, the priests, are to blow the 
to be a lasting ordinance for you 
ons to come. *When you go into 
r own land against an enemy who is 
ou, sound a blast on the trumpets. 
you will be remembered by the Lorp your 
and rescued from your enemies. 'Also at 
times of rejoicing—your appointed feasts and 
Moon festivals—you are to sound the trum- 


9:22 Unmistakable Guidance 
This passage describes a remarkable fact of the 
desert experience: the Israelites knew exactly 
whether and how far God wanted them to move 
each day. Although they disobeyed God in almost 
every other way, they usually followed his specific 
guidance on location. 


£20 Traditionally peace offerings 


the Lorp’s 

\The divisions of the camp of Judah went first, 
under their standard. Nahshon son of Am- 
mmand. 5Nethanel son of Zuar 


Eliasaph son of Deuel was over the division of the 
tribe of Gad. 2!Then the Kohathites set out, carry- 
ing the holy things. The tabernacle was to be setup 

a avaae of the camp of Ephraim went 

2The divisi ol ni it , 
next, under their standard, Elishama son of Am- 
mihud was in command. 3Gamaliel son of Pedah- 
ar was over Oe Sivas a ae 
24and Abidan son of Gideoni was over the divis 
of the tribe of Benjamin. . 

2Finally, as the rear guard for all the units, the 
divisions of the camp of Dan set out, under their 
standard. Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai was in 
command. 25Pagiel son of Ocran was over the divi- 
sion of the tribe of Asher, and Ahira son of Enan 
was over the division of the tribe of Naphtali. 
28This was the order of march for the Israelite divi- 
sions as they set out. 5! 

2 Now Moses said to Hobab son of Reuel the 
Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law, “We are setting 
out for the place about which the Lorp said, ‘I will 
give it to you.’ Come with us and we will treat you 
well, for the Lorp has promised good things to 

He answered, “No, I will not go; I am going 
back to my own land and my own people.” 

31But Moses said, “Please do not leave us. You ~ 
know where we should camp in the desert, and 
you can be our eyes. If you come with us, we will 
share with you whatever good things the Lorp 
eee. Ls ET 

3350 they set out from the mountain of the Lorp 
and traveled for three days. The ark of the cov- 


enant of the Lorp went n 

three days to find them a place to rest, 4The c 
ofthe Lon was over them by day when t 

out from the camp, * awa ity o> sowiee 
35Whenever the ark set out, Moses said, 
“Rise upsO Tomb! * «ot briod AS} Dewar 
~ ~May your'enemies’ : 
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on tum and pot the Sant on the seventy elders. 
Wher <t Sort zested on them, they: 
tur ter cad mon do so agam* 

Sijowever two men whose names were Eidad 
ant Mecad had remained im the camp. They were 
leet emome che eiders, but did mot go out to the 
Ter le: che Spat also rested om them, and they 
me? in te camp. 7A young man ran and 


the camp” 

*ioshua son of Num, who had been Moses’ aide 
outh. spake up and said, “Moses, my lord, 
then” 
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anger of the Lown burned agaiest them, 


' us the sin we have so foolishly com- 
not let her be like a stillborn infant 
its mother’s womb with its flesh half 


So Manes cried out to the Lorp. “O God, 
please heal her’ 
‘The Loxp replied to Moses, “If her father had 
pit in her face, would she not have been in dis- 
grace for seven days? Confine her outside the 
amp for seven days; after that she can be brought 
back.’ 150 Miriam was confined outside the camp 
for seven days, and the people did not move on till 
she was brought back. 
'tAfter that, the people left Hazeroth and en- 
camped in the Desert of Paran. 
“31 Hebrew two cubits (about 1 meter) *32 That is, probably about 60) 


means graves of craving. 410 The Hebrew word was used for various diseases 
‘21 On toward the entrance to ‘23 Eshcol means cluster; also in verse 24. 
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hole Israelite community at Kadesh in the Desert rae pies pee at Their ot gone, 
be There they reported to them and to the : peers , them. 
Bi eR and showed them the fruit of the oBut _ oe : about ae 
we “they gave Moses this account: “We went = them. ra de! pe prc onrhe 

rae the land to which you sent us, and it does flow Tent of at leeting “ope Loro 
ith will and honey! Here is its fruit. But the said to Moses, ‘How a pees br 
with ay ho live there are powerful, and the cities me with contempt? How i ae “| 
eee ified and very large. We even saw descend- _ believe in me, in spite of all Bee Pr signs 
are io rinnak there. 7The Amalekites live in the have performed among them wile ss = 
ants 0 he Hittites, Jebusites and ‘Amorites live in down with a plague and destroy = iy ; 
es seousCanaanites live near the make you into a nation greater 20 stronger. than 


the hill coun x ‘ 
sea and along the Jordan. 
a soThen Caleb silenced the people before Moses 
and said, “We should go up and take possession of 
the land, for we can certainly do it.” J / 
31But the men who had gone up with him said, 
“We can’t attack those people; they are stronger 
than we are.” 32And they spread among the Israel- 
ites a bad report about the land they had explored. 
They said, “The land we explored devours those 
living init. All the people we saw there are of great 
size. 3)We saw the Nephilim there (the descend- 
ants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We 
seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we 
looked the same to them.” 


The People Rebel 


1 That night all the people of the community 
raised their voices and wept aloud. 2All the 
Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and 
the whole assembly said to them, “If only we had 
died in Egypt! Or in this desert! 3Why is the Lorp 
bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the 
sword? Our wives and children will be taken as 
plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to 
Egypt?” 4And they said to each other, “We should 
choose a leader and go back to Egypt.” 
5Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of 
the whole Israelite assembly gathered there. 
6Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, 
who were among those who had explored the 
land, tore their clothes 7and said to the entire Isra- 
elite assembly, “The land we passed through and 
explored is exceedingly good. 8If the Lorp is 
pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it 
tous. 9Only do not rebel against the Lorp. And do 
not be afraid of the people of the land, because we 


14:1 The Worst Rebellion 


Chapter 14 records the tragic watershed of 
Numbers. Despite numerous proofs of God’s 
power on their behalf, the Israelites trembled at 
the spies’ report from Canaan. Fear led to open 
rebellion, and the nation plotted mutiny against 
Moses. At the very border of the promised land, 
theirs for the taking, they lost faith and turned 
away. In the face of such rebellion, God decided to 
wait for a whole new generation of Israelites; the 
original slaves would not cross into the promised 
land. All of them over the age of 20 were destined 
to fall as carcasses in the desert. 
————_ 


“25 Hebrew Yam Suph; that is, Sea of Reeds 


they.” 

13Moses said to the Lorp, “Then the FEA 
will hear about it! By your power ¥! 
these people up from among them. “ana 
will tell the inhabitants of this ae pi 
have already heard that your fe} B 
these people and that your 0: tee pave been 
seen face to face, that your clow ar ee 


RD Was: not able to bring these 
ea he promised them on oath; so he 
them in the desert.” 

17”Now may the Lord's strength be displayed, 
just as you have declared: 18The Lorp is slow to 
anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and 
rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpun- 
ished; he punishes the children for the sin of the 
fathers to the third and fourth generation.’ 19In 
accordance with your great love, forgive the sin of 
these people, just as you have pardoned them 
from the time they left Egypt until now.” 

20The Lorp replied, “I have forgiven them, as. 
you asked. 2INevertheless, as surely as I live and 
as surely as the glory of the Loro fills the whole 
earth, 2not one of the men who saw my glory and 
the miraculous signs I performed in Egypt and in 
the desert but who disobeyed me and tested me 
ten times— not one of them will ever see the land 
I promised on oath to their forefathers. No one 
who has treated me with contempt will ever see it. _ 
24But because my servant Caleb has a different 
spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring 
him into the land he went to, and his descendants 
will inherit it. 5Since the Amalekites and Canaan- 
ites are living in the valleys, turn back tomorrow 
and set out toward the desert 
Red ee along the route to the 

26The Lorp said to Moses and Aaron: 27“How 
long will this wicked community grumble against 
me? I have heard the complaints of these grum- 
bling Israelites. 28So tell them, ‘As surely as | live, 
declares the Lorp, I will do to you the very things 
I heard you say: In this desert your bodies will 
fall—every one of you twenty years old or more 
who was counted in the census and who has 
grumbled against me. Not one of you will enter 
the land I swore with uplifted hand to make your 
home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and 
son of Nun. 3!As for your children that you 


=n 


jected, 2But you— 
enjoy thelland you have Your children wil 
bodies will el tor forty years, suffering for 
be shepherds ne'', until the last of your bodies 
your uniall Tor forty years—one year for 
lies inn the les" (ys you explored the land—you 
; i, nie ‘vor your sins and know what itis like to 
name wis’ qainst you.’ 351, the Lorp, have spoken, 
oven surely do these things to this whole 
wey community, Which has banded together 
ne. They will meet their end in this desert; 
hey will die.” 
so the men Moses had sent to explore the 
jand. who returned and made the whole commu- 
ity grumble against him by spreading a bad re- 
port about it— 37these men responsible for spread- 
ing the bad report about the land were struck 
down and died of a plague before the Lorp. %Of 
the men who went to explore the land, only Joshua 
son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh survived. 
“When Moses reported this to all the Israelites, 
they mourned bitterly. “Early the next morning 
they went up toward the high hill country. “We 
have sinned,” they said. “We will go up to the 
place the Lorp promised.’ 
41But Moses said, “Why are you disobeying the 
Lorp’s command? This will not succeed! #2Do not 
go up, because the Logp is not with you. You will 
be deteated by your enemies, 43for the Amalekites. 
and Canaanites will face you there. Because you 
have turned away from the Lorp, he will not be 
with you and you will fall by the sword.”” 
“Nevertheless, in their presumption they went 
up toward the high hill country, though neither 
Moses nor the ark of the Lorp’s covenant moved 
from the camp. 45Then the Amalekites and Ca- 
naanites who lived in that hill country came down 
and attacked them and beat them down all the way 
to Hormah 


Supplementary Offerings 


1 The Lorp said to Moses, 2Speak to the Isra- 
elites and say to them: ‘After you enter the 
land lam. giving you as a home Jand you present to 
the Loxp offerings made by fire, from the herd or 
the flock, as an aroma pleasing to the Lorp— 
whether burnt offerings or sacrifices, for special 
vows or freewill offerings or festival offerings— 
‘then the one who brings his offering shall present 
to the Lorp a grain offering of a tenth of an ephah# 
of fine flour mixed with a quarter of a hin? of oil, 
‘With each lamb for the burnt offering or the sacri- 
fice, prepare a quarter of a hin of wine as a drink 
offering, 

With a ram prepare a grain offering of two- 
tenths of an ephahe of fine flour mixed with a 
third of a hind of oil, 7and a third of a hin of wine 
isa drink offering. Offer it as an aroma pleasing to 
the Lorp. 

8” "When you prepare a young bull as a burnt 
offering or sacrifice, for a special vow or a fellow- 
hip offerings to the Lorp, %bring with the bull a 


4 That is, probably about 2 quarts (about 2 liters) 
srobably about 4 quarts (about 4,5 liters) 
raditionally peace offering 
liters); also in verse 10 
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gvain offering of three-tenths of an ephah! of fine 
flour mixed with half a hinz of oil. “Also bring 
half a hin of wine as a drink offering. It will be an 
offering Sian fire, an Sire ‘to the 
Lor. 'iEach ‘or ram, ea or goat, 
is to be prepared in this manner. Do this foreach 
one, for as many as you prepare. . 

13” ‘Everyone wha is native-born must do these 
things in this way when he brings an offering 
made by fire as an aroma pleasing to the Loxp. 
\4For the generations to come, whenever an alien 
or anyone else living among you presents an offer- 
ing made by fire as an aroma pleasing to the Loxp, 
he must do exactly as you do. !5SThe community is 
to have the same rules for you and for the alien 
living among you: this isa lasting ordinance for the 
generations to come. You and the alien shall be the 
same before the Lorp: The same laws and regu- 
lations will apply both to you and to the alien 
living among you.’ ” 

17The Lorp said to Moses, 18“Speak to the Israel- 
ites and say to them: ‘When you.enter the land to 
which | am taking you !and you eat the food of the 
land, present a portion as an offering to the Loxp. 
20Present a cake from the first of your ground meal 
and present it as an offering from the threshing. 
floor. 2! Throughout the generations to come you 
are to give this offering to the Loxp from the first of 
your ground meal. & vt 


Offerings for Unintentional Sins 
2“ ‘Now if you unintentionally fail to keep any 
of these commands the Lorp gave Moses— Sany 
of the Lorp’: spree pte Ye 
the day the Lorp gave them and continuing 
through the generations to ac Gee 
done unintentionally without the 
ing aware of it, then the whole community is 
offer a young bull for a burnt offering as an _-s 
pleasing to the Lorp, along with its es Pa 
grain offering and drink offering, and a male q 
for a sin offering. The priest is to make atone- 
ment for the whole Israelite community, and they 
will be forgiven, for it was not intentional and ag 
have brought to the Lorp for their wrong an 
ing made by fire and a sin offering. >The ¥ 
Israelite community and the aliens living among: 
them will be forgiven, because all the people 
involved in the unintentional WIR: 05 
27" ‘But if just one person sins jonally, 
he must bring a year-old female goat for a 
offering. 28The priest is to make atonement before — 
the Lorp for the one who erred by sinning unin- 
tentionally, and when atonement has been made 
for him, he will be forgiven. One and the same 
law applies to everyone who sins unin unintentionally, 
whether he is a native-born Israelite or an alien. 
30 ‘But anyone who sins defiantly, whether na~ 


tive-born or alien, blasphemes the Lorp, and that 
person must be cut off from his people. "Because 
he has despised the Lorp's word 


~ 
4 That is, probably about 1 quart (about este tg That 
46 That ts, probably about 1 1/4 quarts (about 1.2. 
{9 That is, probably about 6 quarts (about 6.5 liters) ne 
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ame Pine Corth on the Corners of ob ap cign as 
tem them o: the Lord's commands. God 
smeciicaly mennons this practice as a 

@ears los —z reminder mmpassibie to avoid for 
nme tomer ip aduhery. 
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Nitins Berane Very anaes the 


ny - Yi 
~ enaepes atl Ree Your anna all youre FOtOWs 
rk are HD Detore the LORD toMnorrow= VOU 


ait they atwt Aaron, "tach oe in to ne is 


WWhen Korat had gathered all | ' 
Aon to them at the entrance to. 
_ the glory of the Lorp 
peared to the entire assembly, The LORD ) 
Moses and Aapon, 2! Separate you 
Uris assembly so Lean put an end to thenv ate ) 
SBat Moses and Aaron fell facedown, ana 
out, “O God, God of the spirits of all mankin 
you be with the entire assembly when, 
ore man ght 


2 Then the LORD said to Moses, Ties 
-* Bai se 


and went to Dathan and Abi- 
elders of Israel followed him, %He 
assembly, “Move back from tents 


and Abiram had come: 
their wives, children 
trances to their tents. 


that the Lorp has 
and that it was not 
natural death and 


131 


alive into the grave,* then your will 


they go down have treated the Lowp with 


know that these men 
pet sal as he rinished: saying all this, the 

Se aer them split apart Band the earth 

vith and swallowed them, with their 
ro side and all Korah’s men and all their 
‘. They went down alive into the 
‘th everything they owned; the earth 
ver them, and they perished and ‘were 
rom the community, 4At their cries, all the 
. around them fled, shouting, “The earth 
is coiny to Swallow us too!” 
“And fire came out from the Loxp and con> 
sumed the 250 men who were offering the incense 
¥The Loxp said to Moses, 3?*Tell Bleazar son of 
Aaron, the priest, to take the censers out of the 
smoldering remains and scatter the coals some dis- 
tance away, for the censers are holy— the cen- 
sers of the men who sinned at the cost of their 
lives Hammer the censers into sheets to overlay 
the altar, for they were presented before the Lorp 
and have become holy. Let them be a sign to the 
Israelites,” 

So Eleazar the priest collected the bronze cen- 
sers brought by those who had been burned up, 
and he had them hammered out to overlay the 
altar, as the Lor directed him through Moses. 
This was to remind the Israelites that no one except 
a descendant of Aaron should come to burn in- 
cense before the Lob, or he would become like 
Korah and his followers. 

41The next day the whole Israelite community 
grumbled against Moses and Aaron. “You have 
killed the Lorp’s people,” they said. 

42But when the assembly gathered in opposition 
to Moses and Aaron and turned toward the Tent of 
Meeting, suddenly the cloud covered it and the 
glory of the Lorp appeared. “Then Moses and 
Aaron went to the front of the Tent of Meeting, 
44and the Lorp said to Moses, Get away from 
this assembly so | can put an end to them at once.” 
And they fell facedown 
4Then Moses said to Aaron, “Take your censer 
and put incense in it, along with fire from the altar, 
and hurry to the assembly to make atonement for 
them, Wrath has come out from the Lorp; the 
plague has started.” 47So Aaron did as Moses said, 
and ran into the midst of the assembly. The plague 
had already started among the people, but Aaron 
offered the incense and made atonement for them. 
#8He stood between the living and the dead, and 
the plague stopped. 4*But 14,700 people died from 
the plague, in addition to those who had died 
because of Korah. ®Then Aaron returned to Moses 


ground une 


16:49 Thirty-Seven Year Gap 

The Bible mentions only two major events that 
occurred during the years of wandering—the 
rebellions of chapter 16. Deuteronomy, however 
(2:7, 8:4, 29:5-6), indicates the people were well 
cared for and increased in substance and wealth. 


“30 Hebrew Sheol; also in verse 33 


at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, 
plague had stopped. 


for the 


The Budding of Aaron's Staff "i 
717 The Lone said to Monee, w'ipaak tothe lars: col 
elites and get twelve staffs them, one 


from the leader of each of their ancestral tribes. 
Write the name of each man on his staff 4On the: 
staff of Levi write Aaron's name, for there must 
one staff for the head of each ancestral tribe. *Place 
them in the Tent of Meeting in front of the Testi- — 
mony, where I meet withyou. "The staff bef 
to the man I choose will sprout, and 1 
myself of this constant grumbling against you bc he 
the Israelites,” 

6S0 Moses spoke to the Israelites, and their lead~ 
ers gave him twelve staffs, one for the leader of 
cach of their ancestral tribes, and Aaron's staff was 
among them. 7Moses placed the staffs before the 
Lorp in the Tent of the Testimony. 

8The next day Moses entered the Tent of the 
Testimony and saw that Aaron's staff, which 
represented the house of Levi, had not only 
sprouted but had budded, blossomed and ‘pro 
duced almonds. 7Then Moses brought out all the — 
staffs from the Lorp’s presence to all the Israelites. — 
They looked at them, and each man took his own 
staff, 

lThe Lorp said to Moses, “Put back Aaronten 
staff in front of the Testimony, to be kept as a sign” 
to the rebellious. This will put an end to their 
grumbling against me, so that they will not die.” 
‘Moses did just as the Lorp b 

2The Israelites said to Moses, “We will die! We” 
are lost, we are all lost! 3Anyone who even comes: 
near the tabernacle of the Lorp will die. Are we all 


going to die?” i ee bevy 
Duties of Priests and Levites he a a 
The Lor said to Aaron, “You, your sons 


1 and your father’s family are to bear the 
responsibility for offenses against the sanctuary, — 
and you and your sons alone are to bear the 
responsibility for offenses against the priesthood. — 
*Bring your fellow Levites from your ancestral 
tribe to join you and assist you when youand your: 
sons minister before the Tent of the Té 

3They are to be responsible to you and are to 

form all the duties of the Tents| but they must 

go near the furnishings of the sanctuary or | 
altar, or both they and you will die, are to 
join you and be responsible for the care of the Tent 


of Meeting—all the work at the 

else may come near where you 
5”You are to be responsible ible for the tthe care of the! 

sanctuary and the altar, so that wrath will not fall 

on the Israelites again. 61 m: lected 


fellow Levites from th 
you, dedicated to the | 
Tent of Meeting. y 


tS 


NUMBERS 18:8 


who comes near the sanctuary must be put to 
death 


Offerings for Priests and Levites 

8Then the Lorp said to Aaron, “I myself have 
put you in charge of the offerings presented Imes 
all the holy offerings the Israelites give me! give co) 
you and your sons as your portion and regu! 7%, 
share. *You are to have the part of the most poe 
offerings that is kept from the fire. From all the 
gifts they bring meas most holy offerings, whether 


grain or sin or guilt offerings, that part belongs i 
you and your sons. Eat it as something mos! 


holy; every male shail eat it. You must regard it as 
holy 
This also is yours: whatever is set aside from 
the gifts of all the wave offerings of the Israelites. I 
is to you and your sons and daughters:as 
regular share, Everyone in your household 
who is ceremonially clean may eat it 

2] give you all the finest olive oil and all the 
w wine and grain they give the Loxp as 
fruits of their harvest. !3All the land’s first- 
ts that they bring to the Loxp will be yours. 
10 ypur household who is ceremonially 
at it. 
ything in Israel that is devoted« to the 
urs. |The first offspring of every womb, 
n and animal, that is offered to the Lorp is 
But you must redeem every firstborn son 
firstborn male of unclean animals. 

are a month old, you must redeem 
‘he redemption price set at five shekels? of 
‘cording to the sanctuary shekel, which 
nty gerahs 
But you must not redeem the firstborn of an 
ox, a sheep or a goat; they are holy Sprinkle their 
blood on the altar and burn their fat as an offering 
made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the Lorp. 
*Their meat is to be yours, just as the breasbof the 
© offering and the night thigh are yours. 
hatever is set aside from the holy offerings the 
raclites present to the Lorp | give to you and 
your sons and daughters as your regular share. It 
is an everlasting covenant of salt before the Lorp 
for both you and your offspring.”” 

“The Logo said to Aaron, “You will have no 
inheritance in their land, nor will you have any 
share among them; | am your share and your in- 
heritance among the Israelites, 

21 give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as 
their inheritance in return for the work they do 


fine 


Everyon 
lean 


18:20 No Land for Levites 

The tribe of Levites got special privileges, but in 
Contrast to the wealthy priest} s 

they received no aad bod hitnsclt sae js 


114 The Hebrew term refers to the 


"16 That is, about 2 ounces (about 55 pramey #8 VET Of things or persons to the = 


132 


while serving at the Tent of h ‘2From now 

on the Israelites must not go near’ i ¥ 
ing, or they will bear the conseq nee 

and will die. It is the Levites wl to ; 
work at the Tent of Meeting and bear the ponsi- . 
bility for offenses against it. This is’ astin) ordi- 
nance for the generations to come. T| will re- “* 
ceive no inheritance among the deli 


d, I give to the Levites as their inheritan 
thes on the Israelites present as an offering t 
the Lorp. That is why I said concerning them: 
‘They will have no inheritance among the Israel- 
ites. a3 
The Lorp said to Moses, 26Speak to t Le- 
vites and say to them: ‘When you receive from the 
Israelites the tithe | give you as your inheritance, 
you must presenta tenth of that tithe as the Lorp’s — 
offering. 77Your offering will be reckoned to you as _ 
grain from the threshing floor or juice from the — 
winepress. 26In this way you also will present an 
offering to the Logo from all the tithes you receive — 
from the Israelites. From these tithes you must 
give the Lorp’s portion to Aaron the priest. You 
must present as the Lorp’s portion the best and — 
holiest part of everything given to you. . 

*”’Say to the Levites: ‘When you present the 
best part, it will be reckoned to you as the product 
of the threshing floor or the winepress. You and 
your households may eat the rest of it anywhere, 
for it is your wages for your work at Tent of 
Meeting. *2By presenting the best part of it you will 
not be guilty in this matter; then you will not defile 
the holy offerings of the Israelites, and you will not 
die.’” 


The Water of Cleansing : 
19 The Lorp said to Moses and Aaron: 2This 
is a requirement of the law that the Lorp has | 
commanded: Tell the Israelites to bring you a red 
heifer without defect or blemish and that has never _ 
been under a yoke. 3Give it to Eleazar the priest; it 
is to be taken outside the camp and slaughtered in 
his presence. ‘Then Eleazar the Priest is to take 
some of its blood on his finger and kle it 
seven times toward the front of the Tent of Mee! 
ing. “While he watches, the heifer is to be burned 
~—its hide, flesh, blood and offal. 6The Priest isto 
take some cedar wood, hyssop \ 
and throw them onto the burni heifer. 7After — 
that, the priest must wash his clothes and bathe 
himself with water. He may then come into the 
camp, but he will be ceremonially unclean till eve- 
ning. "The man who burns it must also wash his 


& 


unclean till evening. ies Sheu. 
°*’A man who is clean gather ashes © 
ofthe heer and put them in genre es : 
place outside the camp. They shall 
Israelite community for use in the 
ina it is for purification from sin, 
gathers up the ashes of the heifer 
his clothes, and he too will be 


ites and for the aliens 


= 


"Whoever touches the pen of anyone 
fe n for seven days. 2He must 
tabi ae diaper and on the 
seventh day; then he will be clean. But if he does 
not purify himsel! third and seventh days, 
he will not be clean. 3Whoever touches the dead 
body of anyone and fails to Purity himself defiles 
the Lorp’s tabernacle. That person must be cut off 
ecause the water of cleansing has not 
ed on him. he is unclean; his unclean- 
on him. 
> law that applies when a person 
2 Anyone who enters the tent and 
ne who ts in it will be unclean for seven days, 
d every open container without a lid fastened 
be unclean 
6 yone out in the open who touches some- 
one who has been killed with a sword or someone 
who has died a natural death, or anyone who 
touches a human bone ora grave, will be unclean 
for seven days. 
the unclean person, put some ashes from 
ned punfication offering into a jar and pour 
over them. !SThen a man who is cere- 
Clean ts to take some hyssop, dip it in the 
i sprinkle the tent and all the furnishings 
ople who were there. He must also 
one who has touched a human bone 
or ave or someone who has been killed or 
se e who has died a natural death. 1?The man 
who ts clean is to sprinkle the unclean Person on 
the third and seventh days, and on the seventh 
ay he ts to purify him. The person being cleansed 
a is clothes and bathe with water, and 
g he will be clean. ™But ifa person who 
clean does not purify himself, he must be cut 
m the community, because he has defiled 
the sanctuary of the Lorp. The water of cleansing 
as not been sprinkled on him, and he is unclean. 
*'This is a lasting ordinance for them 
The'man who sprinkles the water of cleansing 
so wash his clothes, and anyone who 
nes the water of cleansing will be unclean till 
thing that an unclean person 
mes unclean, and anyone who 
Secomes unclean till evening.” 


Water From the Rock 


20 In the first month the whole Israelite com- 
=" munity arrived at the Desert of Zin, and 
stayed at Kadesh. There Miriam died and was 
Now there was no water for the community, 
People gathered in Opposition to Moses 
on. 5They quarreled with Moses and said, 
y we had died when our brothers fell dead 
the Lorp! 4Why did you bring the Lorp’s 
munity into this desert, that we and our live- 
* should die here? SWhy did you bring us up 
Egypt to this terrible place? It has no grain or 
Stapevines or pomegranates. And there is no 
‘ to drink!’ 
Moses and Aaron went from the assembly to 
* entrance to the Tent of Meeting and fell face- 


teh means quarreling. 


qe 
Egyptians mistreated us and our fathers, Isbut 
when we cried out to the Lorp, he heard our - 
€ and sent an angel and brought us out of 


“Now we are here at Kadesh, a town on the 
edge of your territory. Please let us pass 
through your country. We will not go through 
any field or vineyard, or drink water from any 
well. We will travel 


NUMBERS Ero BS 
Yo TRaw A Pass Dhroegh dere i yor tey, Loko 
_ bey wAaTOR owt and attack you wth the wo Soho 
= the LORD auido Mewes 
Tye meets repeat PAL Op ona Pole: anyone whe 
ROSE - Rand ve.” So Moses: 
So along the main road, and if we put it up ona pole. Then) 


mA any of your water, we 
omy want t pass through 


MAgam they answered 


You may not pass through 


against them with a large 
ce Edom refused to let 
trttory, Israel tumed away 


community set out from 
* Hor. At Mount Hor, 
the Lorp said to Moses 


he land I give the Israel- 
rebelled against my com- 
Meribah. 5Get Aaron and 
d take them up Mount Hor. 
arments and put them on his 
Aaron will be gathered to his 
there.” 
the Lorp commanded: They 
t Hor in the sight of the whole 
ses removed Aaron’s garments 
son Eleazar. And Aaron died 
2€ mountain. Then Moses and 
down from the mountain, %and 
whole community learned that Aaron 
e entire house of Israel mourned for 
days 
Arad Destroyed 
the Canaanite king of Arad, who 
n the Negev, heard that Israel was 
g the road to Atharim, he attacked the 
fi aptured some of them. 2Then Israel 
¢ this vow to the Lorp: “If you will deliver 
copie into our hands, we will totally de- 
es.” 3The Loro listened to Israel's 
¢ the Canaanites over to them. They 
destroyed them and their towns; so the 


place was named Hormah.' 


The Bronze Snake 

‘They traveled from Mount Hor along the route 
to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the 
people grew impatient on the way; 5they spoke 
against God and against Moses, and said, “Why 
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And 
we detest this miserable food!” 

“Then the Loxp sent venomous snakes among, 
them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. 
7the people came to Moses and said, “We sinned 
when we spoke against the Lorp and against you. 


+2 The Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things oF a 
iy " “4 Hebrew Yam Suph; that is, Sea of Reeds 


14,15 Or “1 have been given from Suphah and the ravines | of the Amnon !to 


verse 4, *5 Hormah means destruction 


phrawe \e uncertain 


by a snake and looked 
tived, = 


desert extending into Amorite Bi 
non is the border of Moab, evens Teel 
Amorites, That is why the Book of the Wars | 
the Lorn says: 


“.., Waheb in Suphalé and the ravines, a 
the Arnon Sande the slopes of the ravines 

that lend to hoaite OF Katt Seem \% 
“and tie long the borderce Mose 


abe 
‘From there they continued on to Beer, the well 
where the Lorp said to Moses, “Gather the people 
together and I will give them water.” A 
\rThen Israel sang this song; 


“Spring up, O well! we 
Sing about it, ~ y 
\8about the well that the princes dug, : 
that the nobles of the people sank— ~ 
the nobles with scepters and staffs.”” bai 


alow 
Then they went from the desert to Mattanah, 
19from Mattanah to Nahaliel, from Nahaliel to 
Bamoth, and from Bamoth to the valley in Moab 
where the top of Pisgah overlooks the wasteland. 


Defeat of SihonandOg = 
2i[srael sent messengers to say to Sihon king of 
the Amorites: H Al 


22"Let us pass through your country, We 
will not turn aside into any field or vineyard, 
e drink water from any well. We will travel 
along the king’s highway until we ha) 
passed through your territory.’ i , 
2But Sihon would not let Israel pass through his 


21:9 Bronze Snake _ 

Jesus chose this incident as one of the 

from Old Testament history that illustr: 
3:14). Through | 


style, the Israelites corrupted the 
keeping the bronze 
Centuries later, 


persons to the LoxD, often by totally 


territory, Me miistered his entire army and 
Anarehed out into Ue desert agalivat lervel, When 
hed Jahae, he fought with Inrael, @lerael, 
put Nin to the cvord and took over hin 
Jana from de Anan to (he Jabbok, bat only as far 
we the Ammonites, beco ir border wan fortic 
fied, Marae! captured all the cities of the Amorités 
and aoe hen icluding Heshbon and all ite 
Surroundin, Hlements. “Heshbon was the ety 
‘af Sihon King of the Amorites, who had fought 
againet the former king of Moab and had taken 
from Ninn all his land as far as the Arnon 
That is why the poets say 


he ty 
how 


Come to Heshbon and let it be rebuilt; 
let Sihon’s city be restored 


Fire went out from Heshbon, 
a blaze from the city of Sihon. 
It consumed Ar of Moab, 
the citizens of Arnon’s heights 
Woe to you, O Moab! 
You are destroyed, O people of Chemosh! 
He has given up his sons as fugitives 
ind his daughters as captives 
to Sihon king of the Amorites. 


“But we have overthrown them; 
Heshbon is destroyed all the way to Dibon. 
We have demolished them as far as Nophah, 
which extends to Medeba,” 


‘So Israel settled in the land of the Amorites. 

‘After Moses had sent spies to Jazer, the Israel- 
ites captured its surrounding settlements and 
drove out the Amorites who were there, 3Then 
they turned and went up along the road toward 
Bashan, and Og king of Bashan and his whole 
army marched out to meet them in battle at Edrei. 

“The Lorp said to Moses, “Do not be afraid of 
him, for | have handed him aver to you, with his 
whole army and his land. Do to him what you did 
to Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in 
Heshbon 

So they struck him down, together with his 
sons and his whole army, leaving them no survir 
vors. And they took possession of his land. 


Balak Summons Balaam 


22 Then the Israelites traveled to the plains of 
Moab and camped along the Jordan across 
from Jericho. 
2Now Balak son of Zippor saw all that Israel had 
done to the Amorites, 3and Moab was terrified 
because there were so many people. Indeed, Moab 
was filled with dread because of the Israelites. 

4The Moabites said to the elders of Midian, 
“This horde is going to lick up everything around 
us, as an ox licks up the grass of the field.” 

So Balak son of Zippor, who was king of Moab 
at that time, 5sent messengers to summon Balaam 
son of Beor, who was at Pethor, near the River,’ in 
his native land. Balak said: 


“A people has come out of Egypt; they 
cover the face of the land and have settled next 
to me. 6Now come and put a curse on these 


195 NUMBERS 22:26 


le, because wo powerful for me. 
ferhape then L will to defeat them. rs 

drive them gut of he coun eatin td 
those you bless are and those you, 
curve are cursed,” de wut Ste 


TThe elders of Moab and bayerite en 
them the fee for divination, When they to 
Balaam, they told him what Balak had said. 
Spend the night here,” Balam said to them, 
Vand | will bring you back the answer the Loap 
gives me.” So the Moabite princes stayed with 
him 
°God came to Balaam and asked, “Who are 
these men with you?” 
mn WBalaam said to God, “Balak son of Zippor, 
ing of Moab, sent me this messages 
that has. come out SE Egypt covers 
land. Now come and put a curse on ; 
Perhaps then I will be able to fight them and drive 
them away.” 
2But God said to Balaam, “Do not go with 
them, You must not put a curse on those people, 
because they are blessed.” ‘i P 
The next morning Balaam got up and said to 
Balak’s princes, “Go back to your own country, for 
the Logp has refused to let me go with you.” 
14S the Moabite princes returned to Balak and 
said, “Balaam refused to come with us.” ‘sf 
then Halak sep ace punts, em Rae 
ous and more distinguished than the 
came to Balaam and said: ‘ asight 
“This is what Balak son of Zippor Says: Do 
not let anything keep you from coming to me, 
‘because | will reward you handsomely and 
do whatever you say. Come and put a curse _ 
‘on these people for me.”” “ At 4 
IsBut Balaam answered them, “Even if Balak 
gave me his palace filled with silver and gold, I 
could not do anything great or small to go beyond 
the command of the Lorp my God. !%Now stay 
here tonight as the others did, and I will find out 
what else the Loxp will tell me.’" sh 
That night God came to Balaam and said, 
“Since these men have come to summon you, go 
with them, but do only what [tell you.” 


Balaam’s Donkey. sia raxigort 


21Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his 
donkey and went with the princes of Moab. 2But 
God was very angry when he went, and the angel 
of the Lorp stood in the road to oppose him. Ba- 
laam was riding on his donkey, and his two ser- 
vants were with him. When the donkey saw the 
angel of the Lorp standing in the road with a 
drawn sword in his hand, she turned off the road 
into a field. Balaam beat her to get her back on the 
road. ial eshte) ix iat, sane 
24Then the angel of the Lor stood in a r arrov 
path between two vineyards, with wale Oh both 
sides. 5When the donkey saw the angel of the 
Lorp, she pressed close to the wall, crushing Ba- 


laam’s foot against it. So he beat her again. 
2*Then the angel of the Loxo moved on ahead 
41 Hebrew Jordan of Jericho; possibly an ancient name for the Jordan River. *5 Thatis, the Euphrates © 


* 


NUMBERS 22:27 136 


and r i 

peel ih “ natrow place where there was no this day? Have I been in 

sols “ay either to the right or to the left you?" 

en the pAikey W the angel of the Lor, she “No,” he said 

ae Bias ch Balam, and he was angry and The ¥ 

beather with hisaty 2*Then theLonpone ain “Then the Lorp opened 
saw the angel of the Lorp gf 


donkey's mouth, andishe said te Balaam, “What ith Id 
with his sword drawn, So. 


have Ldone to you to make you beat me these three 
facedown 
Lono asked him, “Why have 


times? 
*Balaam answered the donkey, “You have 
nkey these three times? | have 
saw me 


made a fool of me! If L had a sword in my hand, | 
ws. If she 


would kill you right now." 
“The donkey said to Balaam, “Am 1 not your 
own donkey, which you have always ridden, to 


> The meaning of the Hebrew for this clause is uncertain 


Whose Side Is Balaam On? 
A balky prophet, a talking donkey, and a Surious king 


Balak said to Balaam, “What have you done to me? | brought you to curse my enemies, but you have 
done nothing but bless them!’23:1 . 
Nuaeee 22-24 contains one of the most bizarre stories in the entire Bible. It features a donkey . 
speaking fluent Hebrew and showing more insight than a prophet. One man is at the center 
of the story, the mysterious character named Balaam. 
Balaam was evidently a provessional magician of a nomadic clan somewhat like the gypsies. He 
had an impressive reputation: nearby kings alarmed by the Israelites hired him to venevede and 


get the gods on their side, 


Prophet for Hire 

Numbers gives enough detail to paint a colorful, dramatic story, but even so, Balaam is cloaked 
in a fog of mystery. Clearly, God chose to speak through him: he communicated directly to 
Balaam seven times. Just as clearly, Balaam proved a reluctant prophet, subject to ambition and a 
handsome bribe. Even his own donkey rebuked him, in the only biblical account of an animal 
speaking, An angel gave not Balaam, but the donkey, high praise. 

Balaam appeared at a solemn occasion designed to curse the Israelites, but instead he 
pronounced blessings on them and curses on their enemies. He gave four stirring messages, far 


different in content from what his employer wanted to hear, 
‘How can | curse those whom God has not cursed?’’ Balaam asked (23:8), His be i 
prophecies shine out from scenes of comic irony. Balaam grew bolder and bolder, changing from. 


a sorcerer into a prophet with backbone. 


Prophet or Traitor? ’ 
Numbers 22-24 presents Balaam as an apparent convert. Tragically, the changes in him were 


only temporary. Balaam next appears in Numbers 31;8, the slain victim of an Israelite raid. 
Outright condemnations in 2 Peter 2:15, Jude 11, and Revelation 2:14 indicate that Balaam quickly 


returned to his treacherous ways. Having failed to manipulate the Israelites’ God for his purposes, 
he resorted to manipulating the Israelites themselves. He convinced other nations to seduce them 

with sex and the worship of false gods. His actions led to the deaths of 24,000 people (25:9). 
Some have called Balaam the Judas of the Old Testament, and certain parallels do on c pets 
serve 


men came close enough to truth to appear sincere and faithful. For a time, both seeme : 
the true God. But, motivated by ambition and greed, they renounced God and turned against him, 


with catastrophic results, 


Part of a Bigger Battle fe 

Seven books of the Bible refer to Balaam. The importance given to his story implies that it stood 
as a key event in the Israelites’ relationship to pagan cultures. The Israelites were about to enter a 
land where magic and sorcery were used as national weapons. In a stroke of irony, God selected a 


spokesman who was both magician and pagan. Through him God rebuked those nations and their 
e a 


false gods. ? 
Life Questions: Have you ever been used by God despite your own reluctance? 


had not turned away, I would certainly Arid killed 


you by now, but I would have * - 
MBalaam said to the ange! of the Loup, “I have 


sinned. | did not realize you were standing in the 
road to oppose me. Now if you are 4 
will go back.” 

The angel of the Lox said to Balaam, “Go 
with the men. but speak only what J tell you.” So 
Balaam went with the princes of Balak. 

%When Balak heard that Balaam was: coming, he 
went out to meet him at the Moabite town.on the 
Amon border, at the edge of his territory. 
said to Balaam, “Did I not send you an urgent 
summons? Why didn’t you come to me? Am I 
really not able to reward you?” 

2’Well, | have come to you now," Balaam re- 
plied. “But can | say just anything? | must speak 
only what God puts in my mouth.” 

wThen Balaam went with Balak to Kiriath 
Huzoth. Balak sacrificed cattle and sheep, and 
gave some to Balaam and the princes who were 
with him. 4!The next morning Balak took Balaam 

up to Bamoth Baal, and from there he saw part of 
the people 
Balaam’s First Oracle 
23 Balaam said, “Build me seven altars here, 
and prepare seven bulls and seven rams for 

me.’ ?Balak did as Balaam said, and the two of 
them offered a bull and a ram on each altar 

3Then Balaam said to Balak, “Stay here beside 
your offering while I go aside. Perhaps the Lorp 
will come to meet with me, Whatever he reveals to 
me | will tell you.” Then he went off toa basen 
height 

4God met with him, and Balaam said, “I have 
prepared seven altars, and on each altar I have 
offered a bull and a ram.” 

5The Lorp put a message in Balaam’s mouth 
and said, “Go back to Balak and give him this 
message.” 

450 he went back to him and found him standing 
beside his offering, with all the princes of Moab. 
7Then Balaam uttered his oracle: 


“Balak brought me from Aram, 
the king of Moab from the eastern 
mountains. 
‘Come,’ he said, ‘curse Jacob for me; 
come, denounce Israel.” 
8How can I curse 
those whom God has not cursed? 
How can I denounce 
those whom the Lorp has not denounced? 
9From the rocky peaks I see them, 
from the heights I view them. 
1 see a people who live apart 
and do not consider themselves one of the 
nations. 
10Who can count the dust of Jacob 
or number the fourth part of Israel? 
Let me die the death of the righteous, 
and may my end be like theirs!" 


lBalak said to Balaam, “What have youdone to sorcery as at 
221 Or He has not laoked om Jacob's offenses / or om the wrongs found im Israel. 


offering while | meet with him over there” 
The Lorn met with Balaam and puta message 
in his mouth and said, “Go back to and give 
him this ft 2 


message. 

Mo he went © Ne cae Teen bie 
beside his 

beside his heist ae 

\8Then he uttered his oracle: 


+ 
4 @e’. 


o® 


It will now be said of Jacob: ® 
and of Israel, ‘See what God has done! 
2sThe people rise like a lioness; 
they rouse themselves like a lion 
that does not rest till he devours his prey 
and drinks the blood of his victims.” 
Then Balak said to Balaam, “Neither curse 
them at all nor bless thematallf 
.  26Balaam answered, “Did I nottell youImustdo — 
whatever the Lorp says?” 


bet yon a ee eee F 
Balaam to the of Peor, overlooking . 
wasteland. at Lue ee ® 
Breese nd rams for me" 
Balak did as Balaam had and offered a bull — 
and a ram on each altar. i. > 
2 Now when Balaam saw that it pleased | 
Lorp to bless Israel, he not resort 
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\0The Lonv said to Monen, 11’Phinehas san of 
Bleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned 
my anger away from the leraelites; for he wae as 
zealous a Lam for my honor among them, so that 
in my geal | did not putan end to then, There 
fore tell him [| am making my covenant of peace 
with him. He and his descendants will have a 
covenant of a lasting priesthood, because he was 
yealous for the honor of hin God and made atoner 
ment for the tyraelites.”” 

WThe name of the Israelite who was killed with 
the Midianite woman war Zimei son of Salu, the 
‘of a Simeonite family, And the name of 
Midianite woman Who was pul to death was 
a tribal chief of a Midianite 


lea 
the 
Coxzbi daughter of Zur, 


family 

ieThe Lor said to Moses, 17" Treat the Midian- 
ites as enemies and kill them, because they treat 
ed you as enemies when they deceived you in the 
affair of Peor and their sister Cozbi, the daughter 
of a Midianite leader, the woman who was killed 
when the plague came as a result of Peor.”” 


The Second Census 
26 After the plague the Lorp said to Moses and 
Eleazar son of Aaron, the priest, Take a 
census of the whole Israelite community by fami- 
lies—all those twenty years old or more who are 
able to serve in the army of Israel.” 350 on the 
plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho,# 
Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke with them and 
said, 4Take a census of the men twenty years old 
or more, as the Lonp commanded Moses.” 

These were the Israelites who came out of 
Egypt f 
5The descendants of Reuben, the firstborn son o! 
Israel, were: 

through Hanoch, the Hanochite clan; 

through Pallu, the Palluite clan; 

through Hezron, the Hezronite clan; 

through Carmi, the Carmite clan. 
7These were the clans of Reuben; those numbered 
were 43,730. ‘ 

8The son of Pallu was Eliab, 9and the sons of 
Fliab were Nemuel, Dathan and Abiram. The 
same Dathan and Abiram were the community 
officials who rebelled against Moses and Aaron 
and were among Korah’s followers when they re- 
belled against the Lorp. The earth opened its 
mouth and swallowed them along with Korah, 
whose followers died when the fire devoured the 
250 men. And they served as a warning sign. The 
line of Korah, however, did not die out. 


12The descendants of Simeon by their clans were: 
through Nemuel, the Nemuelite clan; 
through Jamin, the Jaminite clan; 
through Jakin, the Jakinite clan; 
13through Zerah, the Zerahite clan; 
through Shaul, the Shaulite clan. 
\These were the clans of Simeon; there were 42° 
200 men. 


43. Hebrew Jordan of Jericho; possibly an ancient name for the Jordan River; also in verse 63 
«23 Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, 


(see also Gen. 46:16); Masoretic Text Arod 
Masoretic Text through Puvah, the Puntite 


IWDhe descendants of Gad by their clans were 
Laporte 


through Zephons, the ‘dan; ioe 
Hagel, the Maggite lary, : 


through Be, the Keite chery 4 
Inhrough Arodi,! the Arodite clan; ~ ’ 
through Arell, the Arelite clan, 
those were the cans of Gad; those numbered 
were 40,0), 
Wer and Onan were sons of fudah, but they died in — 
through Shelah, the Shelanite clan; 
through Perez, 
through Zerah, 
athe 
through Heron, 
through Hamul, 
2These were the clans of Judah; 
were 76,500, 
2The descendants of Issachar by their clans were: = 
through Tola, the Tolaite clan; ” 
through Puah, the Puite: clan; 
uUthrough Jashub, the Jashubite clan; 
through 5) , the Shimronite clan. 
These were the clans of Issachar; those mum- 
bered were 64,300. 
2The descendants of Zebulun by their clans were: 
through Sered, the Seredite clan; 3 
through Elon, the Elonite clan; 
through Jahleel, the Jahleelite clan. 
wThese were the clans of Zebulun; those num- 
bered were 60,500. 


2The descendants of Joseph by their clans through 


Manasseh and Ephraim were: 
29The descendants of Manasseh: i 
through Makir, the Makirite clan (Makir was 
the father of Hi 


through Gilead, the Gileadite clan. 
wThese were the descendants of Gilead: 
through lezer, the lezerite clan; 7 
through Helek, the Helekite clan; a” 
31through Asriel, the Asrielite clan; f 
through Shechem, the Shechemite dan; 
22through Shemida, the Shemidaite clan; 
through Hepher, the Hepherite clan. 
33(Zelophehad son of Hepher had no sons; 
he had only daughters, whose names 
were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah and” 


Tirzah.) ) ae ; 
“These were the clans of Manasseh; those num- 
bered were 52,700. sue 


35These were the descendants of Ephraim by their 


clans: 
through Shuthelah, the Shuthelahite clan; 
through Beker, the Bekerite clan; - 
through Tahan, the Tahanite clan. x 
These were the descendants of Shuthelah: _ 
through Eran, the Eraniteclan, 
°17 Samaritan Pentateuch and Syriac 
Vulgate and Syriac (see also, 1 Chron. 70), 


ne 


_ 


“W 
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37These were the clans of Ephraim; those num- 


bered were 32,500. ‘ aS 

These were the descendants of distributed by lot. re 

ane ooh 
m “a 


The descendants of Benjamin by their clans 
were: ft 
through Bela, the Belaite clan; 
through Ashbel, the Ashbelite clan; 
through Ahiram, the Ahiramite clan; 
through Shupham,@ the Shuphamite clan; 
through Hupham, the Huphamite clan. 
“The descendants of Bela through Ard and. 
Naaman were: 
through Ard, the Ardite clan; 
through Naaman, the Naamite clan. 
4!These were the clans of Benjamin; those num- 
bered were 45,600. 
“2These were the descendants of Dan by their 
clans. 
through Shuham, the Shuhamite clan. 
These were the clans of Dan: 4#All of them were 
Shuhamite clans; and those numbered were 64,- 
400 "i 
4The descendants of Asher by their clans were; 
through Imnah, the Imnite clan; 
through Ishvi, the Ishvite clan; 
through Beriah, the Beriite clan; 
Sand through the descendants of Beriah: 
through Heber, the Heberite clan; 
through Malkiel, the Malkielite clan. 
4#6(Asher had a daughter named Serah.) 
47These were the clans of Asher; those numbered 
were 53,400 


48The descendants of Naphtali by their clans were: 
through Jahzeel, the Jahzeelite clan; 
through Guni, the Gunite clan; 
through Jezer, the Jezerite clan; 
through Shillem, the Shillemite clan. 
These were the clans of Naphtali; those num- 
bered were 45,400. 
51The total number of the men of Israel was 601,- 
730. 
52The Lorp said to Moses, “The land is to be 
allotted to them as an inheritance based on the 
number of names. 4To a larger group give a larger 
inheritance, and to a smaller group a smaller one; 


— 


26:51 Recount 

The two censuses in Numbers (chapter 1 and here) 
stand like bookends, marking the hopeful 
beginning and tragic end of the vast numbers of 
Israelites heading jee freedom. pe 40 years, 
the totals were nearly the same—600, 

men—but only two of the original pilgrims would 
cross the Jordan River. The nation renewed itself 
like a human body, which looks the same but 
replaces all its cells every few years. 


mt te 
said, “Our father 


ie 


ie 


+99 A tew manuscripts of the Masoretic Text, Samaritan Pentateuch, 
Masoretic Text Shephaphem "40 Samantan Pentateuch and 
59 On Jochehed, « daughter of Lew, who was born to Lew 
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CQmunwrdat Moses 
Feahua te Suceeest Moses: 


ne Lose SAL t) Nivses, GQ ap OS 
snrantaedd Sh SRS ADA ARGS Sat SO ANE \ 
ave qaree Ske tamaedites. SMAROr yO MUO See R, 
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2 vee ~w 
> sani te Moses, “Take Joshua san 
be spans and lay your 
act Detore Boaaart the 
assay and COMUASSIOR 
Mave Dam some of your 
u che whole Ikekte community will 
obey bom THe is to stand betote Eleagar the 
> decsons for hin by Inquire 
Loko. At his command 
Aty of the Israelites will 
wd they will come in,” 
be ap commanded him, He 
nd had hum stand before Bleazar the 
whole assemity “Then he hid his 
and missoned him, as the LORD 


Daily Ofterings 


sand t Moses, Give this com 
ites andi say to them: ‘See 


trenngs made by fre, as an aroma 
2. Say to thea. “This 5 the offenng 
that you are to present to the Lorn: 
2 without defect, as a regular 
day. #Prepare one lamb in the 
e other at twilight, Rogether with a 
of a tenth of an ephah? of fine flour 
quarter of a hire af oil from pressed 
regular burnt offering instituted 
nai as a pleasing aroma, an offering 
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Monthly Offerings 
{oom the HART OF eueRY MONE, preredt LONE 
Lor a RYrat attoring af two yaunys bulla, Oe FANT 


anal sewer. nate RMS « ald, all without der 
Feet, Ht cael bull Qore to be a geal offer 
ob Dee tentiys of an ophalye of fine floor f 
with ok With EHO FAM, a ARNE Offer OF (Woe 
feats oF an ephaty of Give Hour mixed with oily 
JAwned with evel lam a grain offering oF a tenth of 
aay ephat of five Howe avved with ol Pati ea 
rernt otter, a pleasing anoma, an offering 
tothe Lard by fire, HWith each bull there is to be 
dteink offering OF Nala Win! OF Wines Wilh the randy 
fa toured ot & hing) annel with evel lamb, a quarter of 
a hin, The he mth or ery 8 be 
made at each new Moon peak EE pel 19 
the regular burnt offering with (ts Ink offering, 
one mate goat is to be presented to the LORD as @ 
sin offering. ¢ 


The Passover vv 


yor On the fourteenth day of the first month the: 
Loxp’s Passover is to be held, P'On the fifteenth — 
diay of this month there is to be a festival) for seven 
days eat bread made without yeast, On the first 
day hold a sacred assembly and do no iy Ape 
work. Present to the Loro an offering by 
fire, a burnt offering of two young bulls, one ram _ 
and are — bis a year old, all pada 9 
tect, YWith each bull prepare @ offering of - 
three-tenths of an ephab of fine seebead 
oil with the ram, two-tenths; land with each of 
the yeah ee Kaen et 2nclude one male 
goat as a sin offering to make atonement for you, - 
Prepare these in addition to the regular morning 
burnt offering. Nin this way prepare the food for 
the offering made by fire every day for seven days — 
as an aroma pleasing to the Lor; it is to be pre-” 
pared in addition to the regular burnt offering and 
its drink offering, 40On the seventh day hold a 
sacred assembly and do no regular work, 

itpepre SrTh BS 
Feast of Weeks - 


2" 'On the day of firstéruits, when you present * 
to the Loro an offering of new grain during the 


the Loxo by fire. "The accompanying — Feast of Weeks, hold a sacred assembly nO 

ng is to be a quarter ofa hin of ferment: regular work, 2/Present-a burnt of two 
ad theach lamb Pour out the drink offe- young bulls, one ramand seven mal year 
§ QeSpet 5 Taatis. prubaby about 2 quarts about 2 ers): abo in verses 23. 21 and 20) ‘5. Thatis, probably Ay ait 
quart adeut | liner also on veenes Pand 4 £3 That ss peotabty about 4 quarts (about 4.5 hters}: also in verses 12, 20 and 


2 That & peobatty adoet 8 quarts (abet 6.5 liters) also an verses Wand 28 


+ That ss prodabity advert 1 14 quarts (abot 1.2 Bers) 


"4 Thats, probably about 2 quarts (about 2iters) 
96 2p caren LA 
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old as an aroma pleasing to the Loan. “With each 
bull there is to be a grain offering of three-tenths of 
an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil; with the ram, 
two-tenths; %nd with each of the seven lambs, 
one-tenth, “Include one male goat to make atone= 
ment for you, “Prepare these together with their 
drink offerings, in addition to the regular burnt 
offering and its grain offering. Be sure the animals 
are without defect. 

Feast of Trumpets 


29 “On the first day of the seventh month 
hold a sacred assembly and do no. 


work, Itis a day for you to sound the trumpets, 2Ag 
an aroma pleasing to the Logo, prepare a burnt 
offering of one young bull, one ram and seven 
male lambs a year old, all without defect, 3With the 
bull prepare a grain offering of three-tenths of an 
ephahé of fine flour mixed with oil; with the ram, 
two-tenths?; 4and with each of the seven lambs, 
one-tenth.“ 5Include one male goat as a sin offer- 
ing to make atonement tor you. These are in addi- 
tion to the monthly and daily burnt offerings with 
their grain offerings and drink offerings as speci- 
fied. They are offerings made to the Lorp by fire— 
a pleasing aroma 
Day of Atonement 
7” ‘On the tenth day of this seventh month hold 
a sacred assembly. You must deny yourselves4 
and do no work. 8Present as an aroma pleasing to 
the Lorp a burnt offering of one young bull, one 
ram and seven male lambs a year old, all without 
defect. 9With the bull prepare a grain offering of 
three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with 
oil; with the ram, two-tenths; !0and with each of 
the seven lambs, one-tenth, ‘Include one male 
goat asa sin offering, in addition to the sin offering 
for atonement and the regular burnt offering with 
its grain offering, and their drink offerings. 


Feast of Tabernacles 

12” ‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, 
hold a sacred assembly and do no regular work. 
Celebrate a festival to the Lorp for seven days. 
Present an offering made by fire as an aroma 
pleasing to the Lorp, a burnt offering of thirteen 
young bulls, two rams and fourteen male lambs a 
year old, all without defect. With each of the 
thirteen bulls prepare a grain offering of three- 
tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil; 
with each of the two rams, two-tenths; 1Sand with 
each of the fourteen lambs, one-tenth. 16Include 


29:1 Interruptions of the St9ry, 
Numbers periodically interrupts its history wit 
lists of rales or rituals, such as in this section, 
chapters 28-30. Usually, they relate to what — 
appears just before or afterward. The instructions 
here were not new, but God saw a need to review 
them just as the nation was about to enter the 


W’ ‘On the third day 
rams and fourteen male 
out defect. 2)With the bul 


aed 


offering. <a 
26" ‘On the fifth prepare . 
rem nid tree eeu aes ache 
out defect. 27With the bulls, rams 


2'On 


offering. pw 
32On the seventh day prepare se 
two rams and fourteen male lambs a 


& about 6.5 liters); also in verses 9 and 14 
#3 That is, probably about rect , "quarts (about 2 liters): 


also in verses 9 and 14 


ter 
Aprpeinied lenate your burnt otterings, grain offer” 
tre, deine Mferinigs ond felicrarstrigy offerings 4 
WiAvrwwen beled the loraetites all that the Lown comm 
marded Wir 


vows 
ve anid to the heads of the tribes of Ie- 
30 what the Lowp commands: 
her a man makes a vow to the Lomo or takes an 
Gath to Ubligate hirneett bry # pledge, he must rot 
Preah hie werd but must do everything he said. 
VWhen a young woman still living in her fae 
there hoes inakes a vow to the Loup or obligates 
herowlt ry a pledge tand her lather hears about her 
vow or pledge but says nothing to her, thenall her 
vowe and every pledge by which she obligated 
heroel! will stand, ‘But if her father forbids her 
when he hears about it, none of her vows or the 
pledges by which she obligated herself will stand; 
the Lown will release her because her father has 
forbidden her 
“A she marries after she makes a vow or after 
jer lips utter a rash promise by which she obligates 
heroelf /and her husband hears about it but says 
nothing to her, then her vows or the pledges by 
which she obligated herself will stand, *But if her 
nd forbids her when he hears about it, he 
nullifies the vow that obligates her or the rash 
promine by which she obligates herself, and the 
Lowo will release her 
"Any vow or obligation taken by a widow or 
divorced woman will be binding on her 
Ifa woman living with her husband makes a 
vow ot obligates herself by a pledge under oath 
land her husband hears about it but says nothing 
to her and does not forbid her, then all her vows or 
the pledges by which she obligated herself will 
tand /But if her husbend pullifies them when he 
hears about them, then none of the vows or 
pledges that came from her lips will stand. Her 
husband has nullified them, and the Loro will 
release her. Her husband may confirm or nullify 
any vow she makes or any sworn pledge to deny 
herself. “But if her husband says nothing to her 
about it from day to day, then he confirms all her 
vows or the pledges binding on her. He confirms 
them by saying nothing to her when he hears 
about them. Jf, however, he nullifies them some 
time after he hears about them, then he is respon- 
vible for her guilt.” 
“These are the regulations the Lox gave Moses 
oncerning relationships between a man and his 
wife, and between a father and his young daugh- 
ter still living in his house. 


husl 


Vengeance on the Midianites 


3 The Lorp said to Moses, 2Take vengeance 
on the Midianites for the Israelites. After 
that, you will be gathered to your people.” 

S50 Moses said to the people, “Arm some of 
your men to go to war against the Midianites and 
to carry out the Loxp’s vengeance on them. 4Send 
into battle a thousand men from each of the tribes 
of Israel.” So tweive thousand men armed for 


“19 Traditionally peace offerings 


+12 Hebrew jordan of Jericho; possibly an ancient name for the jordan River 


for signaling. 4 
7They fought against Midian, as the Lor com-, 3 
manded Moses, and kal every man. *Among 


battle, 
1” Have you allowed all the women to live?” he 
asked them. \’They were the ones who followed 
Balaam’s advice and were the means of turning the 
Israelites away from the Loo in what happened at 
Peor, so that a plague struck the Lorp’s people. 
17Now kill all the boys. And kill every woman who 
has slept with a man, !but save for yourselves 
every girl who has never slept with a man. _ 

19” All of you who have killed anyone or touched 
anyone who was killed must stay outside the camp 
seven days. On the third and seventh you 
must purify yourselves and your captives. 
every garment as well as everything made of leath- 
er, goat hair or wood.” 

2\Then Eleazar the priest said to the soldiers 
who had gone into battle, ‘This is the requirement 
of the law that the Lorv gave Moses: 2Gold, sil- 
ver, bronze, iron, tin, lead Sand anything else that 
can withstand fire must be put through the fire, 
and then it will be clean. But it must also be puri- 
fied with the water of cleansing. And 
cannot withstand fire must-be put through 
water. 24On the seventh day wash your 
and you will be clean. Then you may come into 
camp.” 2 


31:19 God’s Surgery 
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Dividing the Spoils . 


2sThe Lorb said to Moses, 26"*You and Eleazar 
the priest and the family heads of the community 
are to count all the people and animals that were 
captured. 2’Divide the spoils between the soldiers 
who took part in the battle and the rest of the 
community. SFrom the soldiers who fought in the 
battle, set apart as tribute for the Lorp one out of 
every five hundred, whether persons, cattie, don- 
keys, sheep or goats. 2°Take this tribute from their 
half share and give it to Eleazar the priest as the 
Lorp’s part. “From the Israelites’ half, select one 
out of every fifty, whether persons, cattle, don- 
keys, sheep, goats or other animals. Give them to 
the Levites, who are responsible for the care of the 
Lorp’s tabernacle.” 31So Moses and Eleazar the 
priest did as the Lorp commanded Moses. 

“The plunder remaining from the spoils that the 
soldiers took was 675,000 sheep, 372,000 cattle, 
461,000 donkeys and 32,000 women who had 
never slept with a man. 

‘The half share of those who fought in the bat- 


tle was: 


a 


7,500 sheep, “of which the tribute for the 
Lorp was 675; 

3836,000 cattle, of which the tribute for the 
Lorv was 72; 

3930,500 donkeys, of which the tribute for the 
Lorp was 61; 

416,000 people, of which the tribute for the 

Lorp was 32. 


ilMoses gave the tribute to Eleazar the priest as 
the Lorp’s part, as the Lorp commanded Moses. 
“The half belonging to the Israelites, which 
Moses set apart from that of the fighting men— 
the community's half—was 337,500 sheep, 436, 
)00 cattle, 4530,500 donkeys #and 16,000 people. 
‘From the Israelites’ half, Moses selected one out 
{ every fifty persons and animals, as the Lorp 
»mmanded him, and gave them to the Levites, 
ho were responsible for the care of the Lorp’s 
bernacle 
‘Then the officers who were over the units of 
irmy—the commanders of thousands and 
nanders of hundreds—went to Moses #and 
s him, “Your servants have counted the sol- 
di under ourcommand, and not one is missing. 
5S .e have brought as an offering to the Lorp 
the id articles each of us acquired—armlets, 
bra. signet rings, earrings and necklaces—to 
make »\\,ement for ourselves before the Lorp.” 
SM ind Eleazar the priest accepted fronr 
them & 2old—all the crafted articles. Ail the 
gold he commanders of thousands and com- 
mani ! hundreds that Moses and Eleazar 
+ a gift to the Lorp weighed 16,750 
4 !ach soldier had taken plunder for. 


himself. ses and Eleazar the priest accepted 
the gald the commanders of thousands and. 
col ! hundreds and brought it into, the. 


Tent of Me@box as a memorial for the Israelites: 


oe 


and children, and pens for your flocks, but do 
what you have promised.” 
2BThe Gadites and Reubenites said to Moses, 
“We your servants will do as our lord commands. 
Our children and wives, our flocks and herds 
will remain here in the cities of Gilead, 27But your 
Servants, every man armed for battle, will cross 
Over to fight before the Lorp, just as our lord 
Says 
28Then Moses gave orders about them to Eleazar 
the priest and Joshua son of Nun and to the family 
heads of the Israelite tribes, %He said to them, “If 
the Gadites and Reubenites, every man armed for 
battle, cross over the Jordan with you before the 
Lorp, then when the land is subdued before you, 
give them the land of Gilead as their possession, 
But if they do not cross over with you armed, 
they must accept their possession with you in Ca- 
naan 
The Gadites and Reubenites answered, “Your 
servants will do what the Lorp has said. 2We will 
cross over before the Lorp into Canaan armed, but 
the property we inherit will be on this side of the 
Jordan.” 
8Then Moses gave to the Gadites, the Reuben- 
ites and the half-tribe of Manasseh son of Joseph 
the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites and the 
kingdom of Og king of Bashan—the whole land 
with its cities and the territory around them. 
The Gadites built up Dibon, Ataroth, Aroer, 
35Atroth Shophan, Jazer, Jogbehah, Beth Nimrah 
and Beth Haran as fortified cities, and built pens 
for their flocks. 97And the Reubenites rebuilt Hesh- 
bon, Elealeh and Kiriathaim, as well as Nebo and 
Baal Meon (these names were changed) and Sib- 
mah. They gave names to the cities they rebuilt. 
®The descendants of Makir son of Manasseh 
went to Gilead, captured it and drove out the Am- 
orites Who were there. “So Moses gave Gilead to 
the Makirites, the descendants of Manasseh, and 
they settled there. ‘Jair, a descendant of Ma- 
nasseh, captured their settlements and called them 
Havvoth Jair.“ And Nobah captured Kenath and 
its Surrounding settlements and called it Nobah 


after himself 


Stages in Israel's Journey 


Israelites when they came out of Egypt by 
divisions under the leadership of Moses and 
Aaron. 2At the Lorp’s command Moses recorded 


3 Here are the stages in the journey of the 


32:22 Trouble Ahead 

According to joshua 22:1-6, the two and a half 
tribes did keep their promise to fight with the 
others. The land they chose was appealing, with 
parklike scenery, wide pastures, and lush forests. 
However, their settlement proved troublesome. 
With no natural borders, it was open to enemy 
attack and easy infiltration. 

—— a 


941 Or them the settlements of Jair 
of the Masoretic Text left fron before Hahirath 


145 


NUMBERS 33:30 
the stages in their journey, Thisis their journey 
stages: i 

SThe Israelites set out from Rameses on the 
fifteenth day of the first month, the day after 
the Passover. They marched out boldly in full 
view of all the Egyptians, who were burying 
all their firstborn, whom the Logo had struck 
down among them; for the Lorp had brought 
judgment on their gods. 

5The Israelites left Rameses and camped at . 
Succoth. . 

They left Succoth and camped at Etham, 
on the edge of the desert. 

They left Etham, tumed back to Pi Hahi- 
roth, to the east of Baal Zephon, and camped 
near Migdol. 

SThey left Pi Hahiroth? and passed through 
the sea into the desert, and when they had 
traveled for three days in the Desert of Etham, 
they camped at Marah. 7 

They left Marah and went to Elim, where 
there were twelve springs and seventy palm 
trees, and they camped there. 

\0They left Elim and camped by the Red 
Sea. 

lThey left the Red Sea and camped in the 
Desert of Sin, 

L2They left the Desert of Sin and camped at 
Dophkah. . 

13They left Dophkah and camped at Alush. 

They left Alush and camped at Rephidim, 
where there was no water for the people to 
drink. 

\sThey left Rephidim and camped in the 
Desert of Sinai. 

IsThey left the Desert of Sinai and camped 
at Kibroth Hattaavah... 

17They left Kibroth Hattaavah and camped 
at Hazeroth. 

i8They left Hazeroth and camped at Rith- 
mah 

They left Rithmah and camped at Rim- 
mon Perez. 

They left Rimmon Perez and camped at 

Libnah. 

21They left Libnah and camped at Rissah. 

ay left Rissah and camped at Kehela~ 
thah, 

23They left Kehelathah and camped at 

Mount Shepher. 

They left Mount Shepher and camped at < 

Haradah. 

‘ ating left Haradah and camped at Mak: 

loth. ‘ 
2sThey le Makheloth and camped at 
Tahath. ~ 
They left Tahath and camped at Terah. 
They left Terah and camped at Mithcah, 
They left Mithcah and camped at Hash- 
monah, 5 2 


“They left Hashmonah and 
Moseroth, > 


fe lok 


*§ Many manuscripts of the Masoretic Text, Samaritan Pectateuch amd Vulgate: moat mauncrtpes: 
10 Hebcew Yam Sieph; that is, See of Reeds; abso in werwe 1h 
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NUMBERS 33:31 
31They left Moseroth and camped at Bene 
akan. 
B 3 They left Bene Jaakan and camped at Hor 
Haggidgad 
33They left Hor Haggidgad and camped at 
Jotbathah 
They left Jotbathah and camped at 
Abronah. 
35They left Abronah and camped at Ezion 
Geber. 


26They left Ezion Geber and camped at Kar 
desh, in the Desert of Zin 
They left Kadesh and camped at Mount 
Hor, on the border of Edom 38At the Lorp's 
command Aaron the priest went up Mount 
Hor, where he died on the first day of the fifth 
month of the fortieth year after the Israelites 
came out of Egypt. ?Aaron was a hundred 
and twenty-three years old when he died on 
Mount Hor. 
40The Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in 
the Negev of Canaan, heard that the Israelites 
were coming 
41 They left Mount Hor and camped at Zal- 
monah. 
42They left Zalmonah and camped at Pu- 
non 
43They left Punon and camped at Oboth. 
4They left Oboth and camped at Iye Aba- 
rim, on the border of Moab. 
45They left lyim? and camped at Dibon 
Gad 
46They left Dibon Gad and camped at Al- 
mon Diblathaim. 
47They left Almon Diblathaim and camped 
in the mountains of Abarim, near Nebo. 
48They left the mountains of Abarim and 
camped on the plains of Moab by the Jordan 
across from Jericho." 49There on the plains of 
Moab they camped along the Jordan from 
Beth Jeshimoth to Abel Shittim. 


50On the plains of Moab by the Jordan across 
from Jericho the Lorp said to Moses, 51’’Speak to 
the Israelites and say to them; ‘When you cross the 
Jordan into Canaan, *?drive out all the inhabitants 
of the land before you. Destroy all their carved 
images and their cast idols, and demolish all their 
high places. 53Take possession of the land and 
settle init, for | have given you the land to possess. 
4Distribute the land by lot, according to your 
clans. To a larger group give a larger inheritance, 
and to a smaller group a smaller one. Whatever 


33:50-56 Final Warnings 

Just before the dramatic crossing into the promised 
land, God gave a clear statement of his priorities 
and a warning of what would happen if the 
Israelites failed to obey. His words would one day 
come back to haunt them, for they failed to carry 
out fully any of his orders. 


“45 That is, lye Abarim 


MBH possibl 
is, the Dead Sea; also in verse 12 eS ees ly an ancient name for the Jordan River; also in verse 50 


‘5 Thats, the Medi ; 
15 ford of Jecho wad posts st uncient naan lth falas Rte 


44 Hebrew Akrabbit 
entrance to 411 That is, Galilee i 
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falls to them by lot will nese Distribute it 
according to your ancestra’ i ¥ 

55 ‘But if you do not drive out the erg c® nts of 


become 
the land, those you allow to remi 1 
barbs in your eyes and thorns in your sides. They 


will give you trouble in the land wae you will 
live. And then I will do to you wha 
to them.’ "" 


Boundaries of Canaan Z + Ri. 
" , 2"Comman 
The Logo said 10, Orem: ‘When you enter 
Israelites and say to a8 art 
Canaan, the land that will be allotted to you 
inheritance will have these boundaries: 
3 “Your southern side wil include, some of ne 
rt of Zin along the border o! « 
Sa your southern boundary will start from the 
end of the Salt Sea,“ 
Pass, continue on to 
Barnea. Then it will go to 
Azmon, 5where it will turn, 
and end at the Sea.¢ 
6” ‘Your western 
the Great Sea. This will 
west. a 
7” "For your northern boundary, un 4 line from 
the Great Sea to Mount Hor and from Mount Hor 
to Lebof Hamath, Then the boundary will go to 
Zedad, %continue to 
Enan. This will be your 
10” ‘For your eastern boundary, run a line from 
Hazar Enan to Shepham. !'The boundary will go 
down from Shepham to i 
Ain and continue along the slopes east of the Sea 
of Kinnereth.s !2Then the boundary will go down 
along the Jordan and end at the Salt Sea. 
“This will be your land, with its boundaries on 
every side.’ 
13Moses commanded the Israelites: “Assign this 
land by lot as an inheritance. The Lorp has or- 
dered that it be given to the nine and a half tribes, 
\because the families of the tribe of Reuben, the 
tribe of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh have 
received their inheritance. !5These two and a half 
tribes have received their inheritance on the east 
side of the Jordan of Jericho," toward the sun- 
rise.” 
léThe Lorp said to Moses, 17"These are the 
names of the men who are to assign the land for 
you as an inheritance: Eleazar the priest and 
Joshua son of Nun. !8And appoint one leader from 


each tribe to help assign the land. !9These are their 
names: 


join the 


boundary will be the coast of 
be your boundary on the 


Caleb son of Jephunneh, 

from the tribe of Judah; 
20Shemuel son of Ammihud, 

from the tribe of Simeon; 
21Elidad son of Kislon, 

from the tribe of Benjamin; 
2Bukki son of Jogli, 

the leader from the tribe 
23Hanniel son of Ephod, ey 


Jordan River. ~ 
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ia an son or Hanae 
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Towns for the Levites 


e airs of Moad by the Jordan across 
tor the LORD said to Moses, 
© tsraelites to give the Levites: 
non the inheritance the Israelites 
give them pasturelands around 
trey will hawe towns to live iy 
tor their cattle, flocks and all 


wheat other 


hvestwk 
"The po Sands around the towns that you 
ave <= will extend out fifteen hundred 


whe 

s the town wall, Outside the town, mea 
housand feet’ on the east side, three 
south side, three thousand on the 
ousand on the north, with the 
vr. They will have this area as 
tor the towns. 


Cities of Refuge 


owns you give the Levites will be 
ge. t© Which a person who has killed 
ay flee. In addition, give them forty- 
wns. “In all you must give the Levites 
towns, together with their pasture- 
© tewns you give the Levites from the 


has few 

Lorn said to Moses: !0"Speak to the 
say to them: ‘When you cross the 
anaan, llselect some towns to be 
{ refuge, to which a person who has 
someone accidentally may flee. They will 


35-6 Controlling Blood Feuds 
Even today some nomadic tribes still follow the 
principles of blood feuds. If a person is responsible, 
even accidentally, for another's death, a relative of 
the victim can in turn kill either the murderer or, 
as a substitute, one of the murderer's relatives. The 
Cities of refuge put a control on this practice, 
making allowance for “involuntary manslaughter.” 
The assembly judged whether the killing was 
accidental or intentional (verse 24). 


<1 Hebrew jordan of jercho; possibly an ancient name for the Jordan River 


Hebrew tan thousand cubits (about 900 meters) 
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be places of retige fram the avenger, oo that & 
pera eet ot murder may not die before he 
stance (ral before the anmembly, HT heaw aie twine 
you aive will be your cities OF retage WGive ewe 
jon (icahte ofthe Jordan and three in Canaan as 
vition oF pena, !Theae aia towne will be a pliee of 
retute (or tenmelites, alien and any other 
Living al thom, so that anyone whe hae 
another vitally can feet bet ie 

Ean strikes nomeone WH ar objeet 

wo that he dion, he isa murderer the murderer 
shall be put to death WOr iFanyere baw a wtone in 
Win hina that could kill, and he strikes someone 0: 
that he dies, he Isa murderer) the murderer ehall 
be put to death "Or iC anyone hae @ wooder 
object in hiv hand that could kil, and he hit somes 
one xo that he dies, he boa murderer; (he murderer 
shall be put to death. The avenger of blood #hall 
put the murderer to death, when he meets hin, he 
shall put him to death, 1 anyone with malice 
forethought shoves another or throws somethh 
athin intentionally go that he dies 2hor if in host 
ity he hit him with his fist so that he dies, that 
person shall be put to death; he is a murderer, The 
avenger of blood shall put the murderer to death 
when he meets him, \ 

2" "But if without hostility someone suddenly 
shoves another or throws something at him unine 
tentionally Yor, without seeing him, drops a stone 
on him that could kill him, and he dies, then since 
he was not his enemy and he did not intend to 
harm him, “the assembly must judge between 
him and the avenger of blood according to these 
regulations, 2°The assembly must protect the one 
accused of murder from the avenger of blood and 
send him back to the city of refuge to which he 
fled, He must stay there until the death of the high 
priest, who was anointed with the holy oil, 

20" But if the accused ever goes outside the lim- 
its of the city of refuge to which he has fled and 
the avenger of blood finds him outside the city, the 
avenger of blood may kill the accused without be- 
ing guilty of murder. The accused must stay in 
his city of refuge until the death of the high priest; 
only after the death of the high priest may he 
return to his own property. 

20'These are to be legal requirements for you 
throughout the generations to come, 
you live. 

"Anyone who kills a person is to be put to 
death as a murderer only on the testimony of wit- 
nesses. But no one is to be put to death on the 
testimony of only one witness. ~ 

31” ‘Do not accept a ransom for the life of a mur- 
derer, who deserves to die. He must surely be put 
to death. 

32” Do not accept a ransom for anyone who has 
fled to a city of refuge and so allow him to go back 
and live on his own land before the “death of the 

high priest. 

33” Do not pollute the land where you are. 
Bloodshed pollutes the land, and atonement can- 
not be made for the land on which blood has been 


"4 Hebrew a thousand cubits (about 450 meters). 
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shed, except by the blood of the one who shed it. 
Do not defile the land where you live and where 
I dwell, for I, the Lorp, dwell among the Israel- 


on 


‘| ites. 
= Inheritance of Zelophehad’s Daughters 

3 The family heads of the clan of Gilead son of 

Makir, the son of Manasseh, who were from 

the clans of the descendants of Joseph, came and 

spoke before Moses and the leaders, the heads of 

4 the Israelite families. 7They said, “When the Lorp 

commanded my lord to give the land as an inheri- 

- tance to the Israelites by lot, he ordered you to give 

the inheritance of our brother Zelophehad to his 

daughters. 3Now suppose they marry men from 

other Israelite tribes; then their inheritance will be 

- taken from our ancestral inheritance and added to 

that of the tribe they marry into. And so part of the 

inheritance allotted to us will be taken away. 

4When the Year of Jubilee for the Israelites comes, 

their inheritance will be added to that of the tribe 

into which they marry, and their property will be 

taken from the tribal inheritance of our fore- 


fathers.” * 
5Then at the Lorp’s command Moses gave this 
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DEUTERONOMY _____ 


A Personal Plea 


Moses’ last chance with the people he loved 


But if from there you seek the Loro your God, you will find him if you look for him with all your: — 


heart and with all your soul. 4:29 
lhe book of Deuteronomy contains may speeches of Moses, motivating Israel and pulding, 
them to enter the promised land. For their length and emotional power, these speeches have 
no equal in the Bible. Moses passionately went over and over the same ground, occasionally 
lashing out, but more often showing the anguish and love of a pacity An undercurrent of sadness 
runs .through the speeches: Moses knew he would not join in the triumph of entering Canaan. 


God had revealed that Moses would die before then. 
In Exodus, Moses was marked by a quick temper and a reluctance to speak. His humility and 


eloquence as seen in Deuteronomy show how far he had come in 40 years. 
felt that the entire history of the Jews depended on what happened 


Deep in his soul, Moses 
next. Poised on the banks of the Jordan River, they were about to enter the promised land and 
face the most crucial test of their lives. How would they react to the new land? Would they keep 
their covenant with God or reject it for the more immediate pleasures around them? 

Desert-bred, the Israelites knew little about the seductions of other cultures: the sensuality, the 
exotic religions, the glittering wealth. They had spent their lives in near-isolation, sheltered from 


civilization. Now they were marching into a land full of enticements, 


Three Speeches 

Moses’ first great speech, in chapters 1-3, reviewed God’s dealings with Israel. Moses recalled 
Israel's history through his own eyes, mentioning such details as the irrigation system in Egypt, the 
abrupt departure, the fearsome desert with its serpents and scorpions, and the amazing miracles 
of God. He filled the account with personal reflections, like an aging father telling his children 


what to remember after he is gone. 
The longest speech, chapters 4-26, went over the moral and civil code the Israelites had agreed 

to keep. Even here, a personal tone came through. Moses did not list laws as in a textbook; he 

discussed and amplified and preached them. Along with the laws, he included reminders, object 


lessons, personal outbursts. 
In chapters 27-33 Moses gave a final summing up, a farewell charge from an old man facin, 
certain death. As clearly as he could, he presented the choices facing the Israelites. He Would not 


be with them as they chose their future. They were on their own; they held their destiny in their 


own hands. 


How to Read Deuteronomy 


Early in this century archaeologists began turning up samples of Near Eastern treaties. These 
“suzerainty treaties” set down in official form the relationship between a powerful king and the 
people he ruled over. Such treaties shed new light on the book of Deuteronomy, which seems to 
follow very closely the pattern of such a treaty. Typically, a treaty with a powerful king consisted 


of the following elements: 
1. A preamble identifying the parties of the treaty, such as a king and a small cluster of tribes 


who want his protection. 
2. A capsule history describing previous relations between the two parties. 


3. Rules defining each party’s obligations. The king may swear to defend some tribes with his 
armies in return for allegiance, taxes, and a percentage of produce. 


4. Witnesses to the treaties, including, in many cases, a list of gods, 
5. Curses and blessings specifying what will take place if one of the parties breaks the treaty. — 


150 
‘omise the people prosperity and peace if they keep the terms, but invasion, - 
ty is another 


The king may pr 
deportation, or death if they break thes patwaentertl ak 
Read Deuteronomy as an example of a treaty between a king and his Trea 
een using—covenant—to describe the Ate nent between God 
identify various portions of Deuteronomy that 
. He 


word for the one we have b c 
and the Israelites. With a little work, you can 1 
he best summary of Moses’ speeches to thy elites. 
ry of his life. Almost all the i do ecribes repeats 

Y 


holds back no emotion 
what we've heard before (see Exodus 12-20; 32-34; Numbers 11-17; 20-24), but Deuterono™ 
» personal account, ae | € 
major emphasis to “nobodies” people, — 
t . the three 
8 


parallel the five elements above. 
Chapters 1-11 and 27-34 contain t 
as he retells the sto 


provides a much more 
Unlike other ancient books, the Bible gives 
aliens, widows, orphans, the sick. Many of the laws relating to them re; 
preceding books. But Deuteronomy gives hidden insights into why God has ¢ Jconcern 
for nobodies and why the Israelites should also. It also gives intriguing ideas on how such concern 
can be translated into actual political and economic policies. As you go through the book, mar! 
each passage that relates to such people. 4 
The New Testament quotes Deuteronomy more often than any other Old Testament book. 
Twenty-one of the 27 New Testament books allude to Deuteronomy; some scholars count 90 
rom it during his temptation (Matthew 4). ' 


different citations. Jesus, himself, drew fi 


PLANS FOR READING DEUTERONOMY 

PLAN 1: An Overview of Deuteronomy in 3 Days 

Day 1. Read the Introduction to Deuteronomy and then chapter 4, part of Moses’ 

__ first emotional speech, ° 5° 
© Day 2. Read chapter 8; here, Moses reveals his fears about how success may have i 


a harmful effect on the Israelites. 
Day 3. Read chapter 28, which, in vivid, shocking language, sets out before the 


Israelites the choice between obedi 

PLAN 2: All of Deuteronomy in 34 Days 7 Obed ee ee 
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‘The Command to Leave Horeb 

hese are the words Moses spoke to all Israel in 

a desert east of the Jordan—that is, in sk 
Arabah—opposite suph, between a ane 
Tophel, Laban Hazeroth and Dizahab (It tal 
eleven days to go from F loreb to Kadesh Barnea by 

Mount Seir road.) 
Sie torte th year, on the first day of the elev- 
enth month, Moses proclaimed to the Israelites all 
that the Loro had commanded him concerning 
them. ‘This was after he had defeated Sihon king 
of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, and at 
Edrei had ed Og king of Bashan, who 
reigned in Ashtaroth 
Fast of the Jordan in the territory of Moab, 
Moses began to expound this law, saying: 


The Lory our God said to us at Horeb, “You 
have stayed long enough at this mountain. 7Break 
camp and advance into the hill country of the Am- 
orites; go to all the neighboring peoples in the 
\yabah, in the mountains, in the western foothills, 
in the Negev and along the coast, to the land of the 
Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as the great 
river, the Euphrates. 8See, I have given you this 
land. Go inand take possession of the land that the 
Lorp swore he would give to your fathers—to 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—and to their descend- 
ants after them.” 


The Appointment of Leaders 
At that time | said to you, “You are too heavy a 
burden for me to carry alone. “The Lorp your God 
has increased your numbers so that today you are 
as many as the stars in the sky. 1!May the Lorp, 
the God of your fathers, increase you a thousand 
times and bless you as he has promised! !2But how 
can | bear your problems and your burdens and 
your disputes all by myself? Choose some wise, 
understanding and respected men from each of 
your tribes, and | will set them over you.” 
4You answered me, “What you propose to dois 
good 
15So | took the leading men of your tribes, wise 
and respected men, and appointed them to have 
authority over you—-as commanders of thou- 
sands, of hundreds, of fifties and of tens and as 
tribal officials. ©And | charged your judges at that 
time: Hear the disputes between your brothers 
and judge fairly, whether the case is between 
brother Israelites or between one of them and an 
alien. '7Do not show partiality in judging; hear 
both small and great alike. Do not be afraid of any 
man, for judgment belongs to God. Bring me any 
case too hard for you, and I will hear it. '8And at 
that time I told you everything you were to do. 


Spies Sent Out 


‘Then, as the Lorp our God commanded us, 

’ set out from Horeb and went toward the hill 
untry of the Amorites through all that vast and 
ireadful desert that you have seen, and so we 
ached Kadesh Barnea. 20Then | said to you, “You 
ive reached the hill country of the Amorites, 
which the Lorp our God is giving us. 2!See, the 
»kD your God has given you the land. Go up and 


DEUTERONOMY 1:39 — 


take possession of it as the Lorp, the God 
fathers, told you. Do not be afraid; do not be dis-~ 
couraged.” 

2Then all of you came to me and said, “Let us 
send men ahead to spy out the land for us and 
bring back a report about the route we are to take 
and the towns we will come to.” % 

2The idea seemed good to me; so I selected 
twelve of you, one man from each tribe. They left 
and went up into the hill country, and came to the 
Valley of Eshcol and explored it. Taking with 
them some of the fruit of the land, they brought it~ 
down to us and reported, “It is a good land that the’ 
Lorp our God is giving u8.” 


re 


Rebellion Against the Lorp : . 
2But you were unwilling to go up; you rebelled 
against the command of the Loxp your God. 77You 
grumbled in your tents and said, “The Lorp hates 
us; so he brought us out of Egypt to deliver us into 
the hands of the Amorites to destroy us. 2#Where 
can we go? Our brothers have made us lose heart. 
They say, ‘The people are stronger and taller than _ 
we are; the cities are large, with walls up to the. 
sky. We even saw the Anakites there.’ ” 
2sThen I said to you, “Do not be terrified; do not 
be afraid of them. The Lorp your God, who is 
going before you, will fight for you, as he did for 
you in Egypt, before your very eyes, 3land in the 
desert. There you saw how the Lorp your God 
carried you, as a father carries his son, all the way 
you went until you reached this place.” 
32In spite of this, you did not trust in the Lorp’ 
your God, 3who went ahead of you on your jour- 
ney, in fire by night and in a cloud by day, to 
search out places for you to camp and to show you 
the way you should go. 
34When the Lorp heard what you said, he was 
angry and solemnly swore: 5“Not a man of this 
evil generation shall see the good land I swore to 
give your forefathers, %except Caleb son of Je- 
phunneh. He will see it, and I will give him and his 
descendants the land he set his feet on, because he 
followed the Lorp wholeheartedly.” oo 
37Because of you the Lorp became angry with — 
me also and said, “You shall not enter it, either. 
38But your assistant, Joshua son of Nun, will enter 
it. Encourage him, because he will lead Israel to” 
inherit it. ¥And the little ones that you said would ~ 
be taken captive, your children who do not yet 
know good from bad—they will enter the land. 1 
will give ito thei and thie)-will take possesion 
oe ag (2 
— me ies a 
a ae 
1:37 Moses Distributes the 
Blame . et 
God forbade Moses to enter the promised tee 
because of the incident reported in pred 8 
his farewell speech, Moses could not resist. 
ing his own resentment at the Israelites’ 


expressing 

part io peeing See eon 
and in 3: 4:21, he 

weenie 3:26 pry ogee 
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4 By then, that entire generation of fightin# me ' 
it. But as for you, tupuareune ane yoirins LCi from the camp, a6 My pacl SWOFR to 


e desert along the rot 
Mathen you Pepiled “We have sinned against 
the Lorp. We will go up. and fight, as the Lorp our 
God commanded us,”” So every one of you pution 
his weapons, thinking it easy to go up into the hill 
country 

But the Lorp said to me, “Tell them, ‘Do not 
go up and fight, because | will not be with you. 
You will be defeated by your enemies, 

4350 | told you, but you would not listen. You 
rebelled against the Lorp’s command and in your 
arrogance you marched up into the hill country, 
4The Amorites who lived in those hills came out 
against you; they chased you like a swarm of bees 
and beat you down from Seir all the way to Hor- 
mah. 45You came back and wept before the Lorp, 
but he paid no attention to your weeping and 
turned a deaf ear to you, 4#And so you stayed in 
Kadesh many days—all the time you spent there. 


Wanderings in the Desert 


Then we turned back and set out toward the 
desert along the route to the Red Sea,* as the 
Lorp had directed me. For a long time we made 
our way around the hill country of Seir. 
2Then the Lorp said to me, 3You have made 
your way around this hill country long enough; 
now turn north. 4Give the people these orders: 
‘You are about to pass through the territory of your 
brothers the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir, 
They will be afraid of you, but be very careful. SDo. 
not provoke them to war, for I will not give you 
any of their land, not even enough to put your foot 
on, | have given Esau the hill country of Seir as his 
own, 6You are to pay them in silver for the food 
you eat and the water you drink,’ ”” 
7The Lorp your God has blessed you in all the 
work of your hands. He has watched over your 
journey through this vast desert. These forty years 
the Lorp your God has been with you, and you 
have not lacked anything. 
8So we went on past our brothers the descend- 
ants of Esau, who live in Seir, We turned from the 
Arabah road, which comes up from Elath and 
Ezion Geber, and traveled along the desert road of 
Moab. 
9Then the Lorp said to me, “Do not harass the 
Moabites or provoke them to war, for I will not 
give you any part of their land. I have given Ar to 
the descendants of Lot as a possession.” 
10(The Emites used to live there—a people 
strong and numerous, and as tall as the Anakites. 
llLike the Anakites, they too were considered 
Rephaites, but the Moabites called them Emites. 
12Horites used to live in Seir, but the descendants 
of Esau drove them out. They destroyed the Hor- 
ites from before them and settled in their place, 
just as Israel did in the land the Lorp gave them as 
their possession.) 
13And the Lorp said, “Now get up and cross the 
Zered Valley.” So we crossed the valley. 
kode ee years passed from the time we left 
rea until we crossed the Zered Valley. 


“40,1 Hebrew Yam Suph; that is, Sea of Reeds 23 That is, Crete 


them. 15The Lorp’s hand was against them until 


he had completely eliminated them from 
among the people had died, !7the ox? said tome, — 
ites, do not — 

give you possession of any land belonging to 

20(That too was considered a land of the Reph- 
strong and numerous, and as tall as the Anakites. 

GI 

monites, who drove them out and 5 sr dite aes 
destroyed the Horites from before them, 
as far as Gaza, the Caphtorites coming out from 


camp. ¢ 5 

16Now when the last of these fishing men 
18/"Today you are to pass by the region Of Moab at 
Ar, !9When you come to the Ammon! noe 
harass them or provoke them to wat forl the P 
Ammonites, I have piven tas a possession to the 
descendants of Lot. ; 
aites, who used to live there; but the Ammen 
called them Zamzummites. 2'They were @ peop! 
The Li before the Am- 

¢ Lorp destroyed them from feted in their 
place. 22The Lorp had done the same f i 
scendants of Esau, who lived in Seir, when he 

They 

drove them out and have lived in their place to this 
day. 23And as for the Avvites who lived in villages 
Caphtor’ destroyed them and settled in their 
place.) 


Defeat of Sihon King of Heshbon 


24’Set out now and cross the Arnon Gorge. See, 
I have given into your hand Sihon the Amorite, 
king of Heshbon, and his country, Begin to take 
possession of it and engage him in battle. 25This 
very day I will begin to put the terror and fear of 
you on all the nations under heaven. They will 
hear reports of you and will tremble and be in 
anguish because of you.” 

26From the desert of Kedemoth I sent messen- 
gers to Sihon king of Heshbon offering peace and 
saying, 27Let us pass through your country. We 
will stay on the main road; we will not turn aside to 
the right or to the left. 28Sell us food to eat and 
water to drink for their price in silver. Only let us 
pass through on foot— %as the descendants of 
Esau, who live in Seir, and the Moabites, who live 
in Ar, did for us—until we cross the Jordan into the 
land the Lorp our God is giving us." But Sihon 
king of Heshbon refused to let us pass through. 
For the Lorp your God had made his spirit stub- 


2:14 Children of the Desert 

As he reviewed the Israelites’ history, Moses 
recalled with bitterness the series of rebellions 
leading to the 40-year punishment in “that vast 

and dreadful desert” (1:19). Actually, of course, 
the people listening to him had been mere children 
when the decisive rebellions occurred (1:39); their 
parents were the ones forbidden to enter the 
promised rae Grape for Joshua, Caleb, and 

Moses’ own family, all those listening to Moses 
grown up in the dort = 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—«_—“—“——_—_ 


born and his heart obstinate in order to yive him 
into your hands, as he has now done 


hee, | have begun to 


The Lown said to me 
déliver Sihon and bis country Over 10 you Now 
begin fo conquer and parsers his land 

BWhen Sihon and all his army came out to meet 
usin battle at Jahaz, Pthe Lowy our God delivered 
him over tu us and we struck him down, together 
with his sons and his whole army 4At that time 


| all his towns and completely destroyed* 
men, women and children We left ne eur 
vivors “But the livestock and the plunder from 
the towns we had captured we carried off for our 
solve werom Aroer on the rim of the Arnon 
Gorge, and from the town in the gorge, ever as tar 
1s Gilead, Not one town was too strong forus. The 
Loxp our God gave us all of them, But in accord: 
ance with the command of the Loxo our God, you 
did not encroach on any of the land of the Ammon- 
ites, neither the land along the course of the Jabbok 
nor that around the towns in the hills 


Defeat of Og King of Bashan 


Next we turned and went up along the road 
toward Bashan, and Og king of Bashan with 
his whole army marched out to meet us in battle at 
The Lorw said to me, “Do not be afraid of 


Edre 

him, for | have handed him over to you with his 
whole army and his land. Do to him what you did 
to Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in 
Heshbon 


‘Go the Loup our God also gave into our hands 
Og king of Bashan and all his army We struck 
them down, leaving no survivors, 4At that time we 
took all his cities. There was not one of the sixty 
cities that we did not take from them—the whole 
region of ‘ob, Og’s kingdom in Bashan. °All 
these cities were fortified with high walls and with 
vates and bars, and there were also a great many 
inwalled villages. We completely destroyed 
them, as we had done with Sihon king of Hesh- 
bon, destroying? every city—men, women and 
children, 7But all the livestock and the plunder 
from their cities we carned off for ourselves. 
4S at that time we took from these two kings of 
the Amorites the territory east of the Jordan, from 
the Arnon Gorge as far as Mount Hermon. Her- 
mon is called Sirion by the Sidonians; the Amorites 
call it Senir.) We took all the towns on the pla- 
teau, and all Gilead, and all Bashan as far as Sale- 
cah and Edrei, towns of Og’s kingdom in Bashan. 
14(Only Og king of Bashan was left of theremnant 
of the Rephaites. His bed’ was made of iron and 
was more than thirteen feet long and six feet 
wide.« It is still in Rabbah of the Ammonites.) 


Division of the Land 


!20f the land that we took over at that time, I 
pave the Reubenites and the Gadites the territory 
ith of Aroer by the Arnon Gorge, including half 
the hill country of Gilead, together with its towns. 
The rest of Gilead and also all of Bashan, the 
‘ingdom of Og, I gave to the half tribe of Ma- 


46 The Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the Loan. often by sotaliy: 
11 Hebrew nine cubits long and four cubits wade (about 4 meters long and 1.8 meters wade} 
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ments of Jair “17 Thats, the Dead Sea 


of AN 


Kinnwreth to the ora of the Acatoats: 

below the chopes of Veogah. ae 
i commanded you at that tiene: “The Lome 

your Goss has yyven you thie land ta tale gonna 

sion of it But all your abhertedied 

battle, must crom over ahead of yous trotines Seta — 


ston [have given you.” ' ars 


your God himself will fight for you~ + 
Dat that time | pleaded with the Loma. 
Sovereign Loxp, you have begun to show to your — 


2%But because of you the Loxp was angry witht 
me and would not listen to me. “That is enough.” 
the Loxp said. “Do not speak to me abot 


& 
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4 Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am 


——————— 


DEULTERONOMY 44 
oreRRg YOR EVETVORE WHO followed the Baal of 
Pecve, teat atl at YOR WhO HORT MSE the Lord your 
CANE are stl ative dNtay 
SAE YOU TECHES and laws as the 
ded mye, so that you May 
ed Vout ae entering to take 
orve trem carefully, for this 
wn and understanding to the 
radout all these deerees and 
8 aation is a wise and under 
ko” "Whatother nation is so greats 
s rear trem the way the Lory our 
= whenever we pray hin? SAnd 
as ty have such right 
es boxty of laws Lam 


have te 


watch yourselves closely 
> things your eyes have 
ap heart as long as you 
hikdren and to their chil- 
mber the day you stood 
at Horeb, when he said 
people before me to hear my 
earn to revere me as long 
may teach them to their 
© near and stood at the foot of 
t blazed with fire to the very 
clouds and deep darkness. 
Ke to you out of the fire. You 
words but saw no form; there 
ie declared to you his cov- 
andments, which he com> 
nd then wrote them on two 
d the Lorp directed me at that 
he decrees and laws you are to 
hat you are crossing the Jordan 


kind the day the Lorp 
of the fire. Therefore 
very carefully, !so that you do 
and make for yourselves an 
any shape, whether formed like a 
Vor like any animal on earth or 
in the air, !Sor like any creature 
the ground or any fish in the 
And when you look up to the sky 
n, the moon and the stars—all the 
array—do not be enticed into bowing 
hem and worshiping things the Lorp 


4:6 Old Testament Evangelism 
As he explained various laws to the Jews, Moses 
often appealed to their unique calling as a nation. 
God had chosen them as a “kingdom of priests’” 
and a “treasured possession.” This passage 
describes yet another benefit to keeping the law: 
what today we would call evangelism. The purity 
os! = beaches would serve as an example to the 
ions around them 
pares itis a who would thus be attracted 


—_— 
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yed toall the nations under 
 ecldhniy Haw apport! the Low took you and 
Reese foe iron-ameltlnie Raga ce: out 
af te 1 

OF RESET people of bis NOTA aanceaaegS 
now are i 

The LORD was angry with me because of uate 

Jd not cron 

and he solenynly swore that | wou ou 
Jordan and enter the good land the mei in 
is giving youas your inheritance, 141 will die 
lant, Twill not cross the Jordan) but you are abou! 
to cross over and take possession of that # 
land, 2%Be careful not to forget the covenant of 
Lop your God that he made with you) do not 
make for yourselves an idol in the form of anything 
the Loxp your God has forbidden, dor the Loup 
your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God, 

25After you have had children and grandehil- 
dren and have lived in the land a long time—if you 
then become corrupt and make any kind of idol, 
doing evil in the eyes of the Lorp your God and 
provoking him to anger, 26] call heaven and earth 
as witnesses against you this day that you will 
quickly perish from the land that you are crossing 
the Jordan to possess. You will not live there lon 
but will certainly be destroyed. 27The Lox wi 
scatter you among the peoples, and only a few of 
you will survive among the nations to which the 
Lorp will drive you. There you will worship 
man-made gods of wood and stone, which cannot 
see or hear or eat or smell. 29But if from there you 
seek the Lorp your God, you will find him if you 
look for him with all your heart and with all your 
soul, When you are in distress and all these 
things have happened to you, then in later days 
you will return to the Lorp your God and obey 
him. 3!For the Lorv your God isa merciful God; he 
will not abandon or destroy you or forget the cov- 
enant with your forefathers, which he confirmed 
to them by oath. . 


The Lorp Is God 


Ask now about the former days, long before 
your time, from the day God created man on the 
earth; ask from one end of the heavens to the 
other. Has anything so great as this ever hap- 
pened, or has anything like it ever been heard of? 
Has any other people heard the voice of Goda 


4:23 Relating Laws to 
Experience 

Chapter 4 follows a typical pattern in 
Deuteronomy: Moses begins with the Israelites’ 
experience and then shows how the laws of the 
covenant relate directly to that experience. In this 
chapter, he vividly reminds them of their own 
encounters with God, especially at Mount Sinai. * 
How did God reveal himself to them? “You saw no 
form of any kind,” Moses concludes (4:15); 
therefore, idols made with human hands would 
insult and devalue such a God. Then he describes 
the cee privilege the Jews have: to know 
personally the God who created the universe. 


ee 


) 


speaking out of fire, as you have, and lived? ‘4Has 
any god ever tried to take for himself one nation 
out of another nation by testings, by miraculous 
signs and wonders: by war, by a mighty hand and 
lan outstretched arm, OF by great and awesome 
deeds, like all the things the Lorp yous God did for 
nefore your very eyes? 


bu in Egypt t y 
eae shown these things so that you 


Baht know that the LorD is God; besides him 
there is no other From heaven he made you hear 
his voice t discipline you: On earth he showed 
you his great fire and you heard his words from 
out of the fire. 77Because he loved your forefathers 
and chose their descendants after them, he 
brought you out of Egypt by his Presence and his 
ereat strength, to drive out before you nations 
greater and stronger than you and to bring you 
into their land to give it to you for your inheri- 
tance, as it is today. 


Acknowledge and take to heart this day that 
the Lorv is God in heaven above and on the earth 
below, There is no other, “Keep his decrees and 
ommands, which | am giving you today, so thatit 
may go well with you and your children after you 
and that you may live long in the land the Lor> 
your God gives you for all time. 


Cities of Refuge 

4’Then Moses set aside three cities east of the 
Jordan, #to which anyone who had killed a person 
could flee if he had unintentionally killed his 
neighbor without malice aforethought. He could 
flee into one of these cities and save his life. “The 
cities were these: Bezer in the desert plateau, for 
the Reubenites; Ramoth in Gilead, for the Gadites; 
and Golan in Bashan, for the Manassites. 


Introduction to the Law 


«This is the law Moses set before the Israelites. 
‘sThese are the stipulations, decrees and laws 
Moses gave them when they came out of Egypt 
4oand were in the valley near Beth Peoy east of the 
Jordan, in the land of Sihon king of the Amorites, 
who reigned in Heshbon and was defeated by 
Moses and the Israelites as they came out of Egypt. 
47They took possession of his land and the land of 
Og king of Bashan, the two Amorite kings east of 
the Jordan. 48This land extended from Aroer on 
the rim of the Arnon Gorge to Mount Siyon? (that 
is, Hermon), 49and included all the Arabah east of 
the Jordan, as far as the Sea of the Arabah,’ below 
the slopes of Pisgah 


The Ten Commandments 


Moses summoned all Israel and said: 
Hear, O Israel, the decrees and laws I declare 
in your hearing today. Learn them and be sure to 
follow them. 2The Lorp our God made a covenant 
with us at Horeb. 3It was not with our fathers that 
the Lorp made this covenant, but with us, with all 
if us who are alive here today. 4The Lorp spoke to 
you face to face out of the fire on the mountain. 
\t that time I stood between the Lorp and you to 
leclare to you the word of the LoRD, because you 


4 Hebrew, Syriac (see also Deut. 3:9) Sirion 
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+49 That is, the Dead Sea 


DEUTERONOMY 5:22, 


were afraid of the fire and did not go uy moun 
tain.) And he said: sia th 
6"! am the Lorp your God, 
brought you out of Egypt, out of the 
land of slavery. 
7You shall have no other gods beforee me. 
8’You shall not make for yourself an idol in — 
the form of anything in heaven above 
or on the earth beneath or in the wa- 
ters below. You shall not bow down 
to them or worship them; for I, the 
Lorp your God, am a jealous God, 
punishing the children for the sin of 
the fathers to the third and fourth gen- 
eration of those who hate me, but 
showing love to a thousand genera~ 
tions, of those who love me and keep 
my commandments. 
11You shall not misuse the name of the Lorp 
your God, for the Lorp will not hold 
anyone guiltless who misuses his 
name. 
12”Qbserve the Sabbath day by keeping it 
holy, as the Lorp your God has com- 
manded you. 13Six days you shall la~ 
bor and do all your work, 'but the 
seventh day is a Sabbath to the Loxp 
your God. On it you shall not do any 
work, neither you, nor your son or 
daughter, nor your or 
maidservant, nor your ox, your don- 
key or any of your animals, nor the 
alien within your gates, so that your 
manservant and maidservant may 
rest, as you do. 5Remember that you 
were slaves in Egypt and that the 
your God brought you out of 
there with a mighty hand and an ont- 
stretched arm. Therefore the LoxD 
your God has commanded you to ob- 
serve the Sabbath day. 
16Honor your father and your mother, as the 
Lorp your God has commanded you, 
so that you may live long and that ‘it 
may go well with you in the land the 
Lorp your God is giving you. 
17You shall not murder. 
18’You shall not commit adultery, tee 
19’You shall not steal. 
20’’You shall not give false testimony aj 
your neighbor. 
21’You shall not covet your neighbor's wife. 
You shall not set your desire on your 
neighbor's house or land, his manser- 
vant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, 
or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor.” . 
22These are the commandments the LORD pro- 
claimed in a loud voice to your whole assembly > 
there on the mountain from out of the fire, the 
cloud and the deep darkness; and he added noth- 
ing more. Then he wrote them on two stone tablets 
and gave them to me. “ _ 


«7 Or besides 
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the voice out of the darkness, “ 
was ablaze with fire, all the Pee civetal OER fhelteabesont eee 

f your tribes and your elders came to ae eteeenturn bet eke 
an ea : d, “The Lorp our God has has one See ER ae se 
me ape eraiciat his majesty, and we have or a the ee commons eae rice ou may 
shown us his glory rajes Be : 
h i we have seen y Hf fred 
rien ive pris if aes with him. live and prosper 32 ae your days 
Se aay thou we die? This great fire will that you will ps i 
conure ut ane Se ioe Love the Lorp Your God 
Ia ane ever ear the VO # the living God These are the commands, decrees and laws the 
man has ever heard the voice 0! 3 fleet 6 a me eg pete as beret: 
speaking out of fire, as We have, and si ? Lorp y als me 8 

ear and listen to all that the Lorp our God observe in the land you in 
9 near and lst patever the LORD our God tells Gan, to possess, 0 that you, You nh ii ire = 
says ell us le 1 to 5 hat You, you 
; cai en and obey: their children after them may fe orp you 
a Seiad when you spoke to me God as long as you le by eect ven 
: d tome, “ t this nds that I give ” you 
T have heard wha! and comma: aN, a 


and the Lorp said to me, A 4 n fhe seiear: 
people said to you Everything they said was may enjoy long life. Hi nt aiteeentane aa 
land flowing with 


29 ei 5 ld be inclined to _ to obey so that it may gO W 
good. 2°Oh, that their hearts woul clit D Saher 
2 and keep all my commands always, so that ~~ you may increase greatly 
A ent BS well with them and their children for- milk and honey, just as the Lorp, the God of your 
ever! fathers, promised you. wa taante 
40’Go, tell them to return to their tents. #!But eer io tre any bes es bis a Mar dead 
vou stay here with me so thatI may give youallthe one." "Love f 
emarende) decrees and laws you are to teach —_ and with all your soul and with all your strength. 


23When you heard 
while the mountain 


our God is ome LoD; or The Loro is our God, the LORD is one; oF The Loko is our God, the Lorn alone 


“4 Or The Loko 


Healthier, Wealthier, and Wiser 
Do only good things happen to good people? 


When your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all yen have is multiplied, 

then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Loro your God, who brought you out of 

Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 8:13-14 

D? Christians have accidents? Do they get cancer? Are they ever fired from their jobs? The 
answer to all three questions is, of course, yes. But that answer causes big problems for some 

new Christians, Doesn't the Bible promise that God will look out for and protect his followers? 

How can such bad things occur? 

People puzzled by such questions often refer to Old Testament books, where God clearly 
promised success and protection to the Israelites. In Deuteronomy, Moses spelled out God’s 
promises in complete detail. Israelite wives would have many babies. All the crops—grain, grapes 
olive trees—would produce bountifully. Cattle and sheep would multiply. And Moses even : 
included this extraordinary promise: “The Loro will keep you free from every disease” (7:15). 


A Special Arrangement 
For the Israelites to receive these benefits, God asked only one thing in return: f 
Y , ‘ : foll 
covenant anenent fi set forth in the book of Exodus. Peiteronond repeats Tuiee Nid 
venant and affirms, “It was not with our fathers that the Lo i 
wig act who are alive here today” (5:3), 0 ne ee by 
‘od had a unique relationship with the band of refugees who had been i 
a uniqu roamii : 
ee aes hee ee fonang, fouletines seem to get over the armasipenaat ige-> aaa 
é ns to the other,” he said. “Has anything so great as thi ever happen 
baseenvenlng like it ba at heard of? Has any god ever tried totale for himself one on ou 
nation ... like allt i i i 
ea e things the Lord your God did for you in Egypt before your very 
Moses promised that good things would cot i 
1 me the Israelites’ way if they m their 
end of the covenant. /f, he said—underscoring that small but very CrCl ee Thee doubt 


and ai t f zi S b 
oben 'Y run all through the book. Will the Israelites stick to terms of the covenant? Will they 
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ment that i give you today are to 
Impress them on your chil- 
n you sitat home and 

Vise road, when you lie down 
er up. (Te them as symbols on 
ey them on your foreheads 
oe doortrames of your houses and 


These command 


when 


np your God brings you into the 
to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac 
Jive youa land with large, flourish- 
vd not build, houses filled with all 
things you did not provide, wells: 
hid not dig, and vineyards and olive groves 
i not plant—then when you eat and are 

‘be careful that you do not forget the 
Loxp, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the 


land of slavery 


6-4 Most Quoted Verses 

These six verses (4-9) may well be the most quoted 
portion in the entire Bible. Known as the Shema, 
they are recited every morning and every evening 
by orthodox Jews—and have been for hundreds of 
years. They graphically emphasize the importance 


DEUTERONOMY 6:24 
1)Fear the Lorp your God, serve him only and 
take your oaths in his name, 4Do not follow other 
gods, the gods of the peoples around you; \sfor the 
Lory your God, who is among you, is a jealous 
God and his anger will burn against you, and he 
will destroy you from the face of the land, Do not 
test the Lorp your God as you did at Massah. !7Be 
sure to keep the commands of the Lonp your God 
and the stipulations and decrees he has given you. 
\4Do what is right and good in the Loro’s sight, so 
that it may go well with you and you may go inand 
take over the good land that the Lop promised on 
oath to your forefathers, 1thrusting out all your 
enemies before you, as the Lorn said. 
2in the future, when your son asks you, “What 
is the meaning, of the stipulations, decrees and 
laws the Lorp our God has commanded you?” 
ditell him: “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, 
but the Lorp brought us out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand. 22Before our eyes the Lorp sent mi- 
raculous signs and wonders—great and terrible— 
upon Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole house- 
hold. But he brought us out from there to bring 
us inand give us the land that he promised on oath 
to our forefathers. 24The Lorp commanded us to 
obey all these decrees and to fear the Lorp our 


of God's laws to the Israelites. God, so that we might always prosper and be kept 


eS eee 


Dangers of Success 
prosperity even more than the rigors of the desert, and he 


Moses seemed to fear the comin; 
voiced those fears in chapter 8. In the promised land, a lush country of streams and fruit trees and 
valuable resources, the Israelites might forget God and begin to take credit for their own success. 
That, at least, was the danger, and the reason Moses kept urging, “Remember!” Remember the 
r the trials of the vast and 


days of slavery in Egypt, and God’s acts in liberating you. Remembe' 
desolate desert, and God's faithfulness there. Remember yout special calling as a peculiar treasure 
of Zod. Do not forget, as a prosperous nation, what you learned as refugees in the Sinai. 

God predicted bluntly, “When | have brought them into the land flowing with milk and honey, 
the land | promised on oath to their forefathers, and when they eat their fill and thrive, they will 
turn to other gods and worship them, rejecting me and breaking my covenant’ (31:20). 

‘As the books following Deuteronomy record, all that God and Moses feared came true, The 
covenant was irreparably broken. Ultimately, the Israelites received not wealth and happiness but 


slavery and suffering. 


A Message for Us Today 


The promises of Deuteronomy were given to a particular people, the Israelites, in a special 


covenant relationship—a covenant that God prophesied would be broken. The formula was 

simple: “Do good, get blessed; do evil, get punished.” But Christians of today cannot simply turn’ 
to those promises of wealth and prosperity and apply them directly. Rather, we must look at this 
book in light of the new covenant introduced by Jesus Christ and spelled out in the New 


Testament 

When Jesus came, he promised certain rewards for Christians, but he also predicted poverty, 
rejection, and even persecution. Rewards on this earth cannot be reduced to such a simple “Do 
good, get blessed; do evil, get punished” formula. (See Hebrews 11 and “What Is True Faith?” 


page 1056.) Jesus’ disciples proved faithful to him, and yet most of them lived through poverty and 
persecution and died martyrs’ deaths. For them, full rewards had to wait until heaven. 

Deuteronomy may offer a clue to why God does not exempt his followers from every bad thing 
in life. Ironically, prosperity and health may make it harder to depend on God. Moses’ fears came 
rue: the Israelites proved least faithful to God after they moved into the prosperity of the 
promised land. In the desert, at least, they had been forced to lean on God just for daily survival. 
Bul after a very short time in Canaan, they forgot about him. There is a grave danger in fi 


getting what you want. v 
Life Questions: When do you think most about God: when things are going well or when you are in 


trouble? 


EER aan 
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alive, as is the case today wha ee eh 
II this law before the Lo! od, . 

Se amare us, that will be our righteous: 

ness.” 


Driving Out the Nations 
When the Lorv your God brings you into the 
land you are entering to possess and drives out 
before you many nations—the Hittites, Girga- 
shites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites 


and Jebusites, seven nations larger and sro 
\— 2and when the Lorp your God has 
than you— 7an God ae 


delivered them over to you and you have 
them, then you must destroy them totally. Make 
no treaty with them, and show them no mercy. 
3Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your 
daughters to their sons oF take their daughters for 
your sons, 4for they will turn your sons away from 
following me to serve other gods, and the Lorp’s 
anger will burn against you and will quickly de- 
stroy you. SThis is what you are to do to them: 
Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones, 
cut déwn their Asherah poles’ and burn their 
idols in the fire. 6For you are a people holy to the 
Lorp your God. The Lorp your God has chosen 
you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to 
be his people, his treasured possession. 
7The Lorp did not set his affection on you and 
choose you because you were more numerous 
than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all 
peoples. ®But it was because the Lorp loved you 
and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that 
he brought you out with a mighty hand and re- 
deemed you from the land of slavery, from the 
power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore 
that the Lorp your God is God; he is the faithful 
God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand 
generations of those who love him and keep his 
commands. !0But 


those who hate him he will repay to their face 
by destruction; 
he will not be slow to repay to their face 
those who hate him, 


"Therefore, take care to follow the commands, 
decrees and laws I give you today. 

12If you pay attention to these laws and are care- 
ful to follow them, then the Lorp your God will 
keep his covenant of love with you, as he swore to 
your forefathers. 13He will love you and bless you 
and increase your numbers. He will bless the fruit 
of your womb, the crops of your land—your grain, 


—— 
7:7 Why the Israelites? 


Deuteronomy makes clear that God chose Isr: 

out of pure grace. He did not select them for po 
impressiveness (this verse), their goodness (9:5), or 
their faithfulness (9:24), Rather, he chose them’ 
because he loved them, and he had made absolute 
Promises to their ancestors. Deuteronomy 
Promises the new land to the Israelites 69 times. 


“2 The Hebrew te1 


1m 
26 OS That a ets to the irrevocable giving over of things or 


is, symbols of the goddess Asherah; here and elsew! 
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new wine and oilthe calves of your herds and 


the lambs of your flocks in 
to your forefathers to give YOU. 


livestock without young. 
free from every disease. 
the horrible diseases you 
will inflict them on all who hate 


stroy all the peoples the Lonp 
om i you. Do not look on them 
not serve their gods, for that will be a snare to you. 

17You may say to yourselves, “These nations are 
stronger than we are. How can we drive them 
out?” I8But do not be afraid of them; remember 
well what the Lorp your God did to Pharaoh and 
to all Egypt. You saw with your own eyes the 
great trials, the miraculous signs and wonders, the 
mighty hand and outstretched arm, with which 
the Lorp your God brought you out. The Lorp 
your God will do the same to all the peoples you 
now fear. °20Moreover, the Lorp your God will 
send the hornet among them until even the survi- 
vors who hide from you have perished. 2!Do not 
be terrified by them, for the Lorp your God, who 
is among you, is a great and awesome God. 2The 
Lorp your God will drive out those nations before 
you, little by little. You will not be allowed to 
eliminate them all at once, or the wild animals will 
multiply around you. 23But the Lorp your God 
will deliver them over to you, throwing them into 
great confusion until they are destroyed. 24He will 
give their kings into your hand, and you will wipe 
out their names from under heaven. No one will be 
able to stand up against you; you will destroy 
them. The images of their gods you are to burnin 
the fire. Do not covet the silver and gold on them, 
and do not take it for yourselves, or you will be 
ensnared by it, for it is detestable to the Lorp your 
God. 26Do not bring a detestable thing into your 
house or you, like it, will be set apart for destruc- 
tion. Utterly abhor and detest it, for it is set apart 
for destruction. 


Do Not Forget the Lorp 
8 Be careful to follow every command I am giv- 
ing you today, so that you may live and in- 
crease and may enter and possess the land that the 
Lorp promised on oath to your forefathers. 
?Remember how the Lorp your God led you all the 
way in the desert these forty years, to humble you 
and to test you in order to know what was in your 
heart, whether or not you would keep his com- 
mands. 3He humbled you, causing you to hunger 
and then feeding you with manna, which neither 
you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that 
man does not live on bread alone but on 
word that comes from the mouth of the Lorp. 
4Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did 
not swell during these forty years. 5Know then in 
your heart that as a man disciplines his the 
Lorp your God disciplines you. te 
Observe the commands of Lorp i 
walking in his ways and ticles fine Paola 


Pere in Deuteronsay often by totally destroying them; also in verse 
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ng you into a good land— 
our God is bringing of water, with 


Lor y | pools 


a land with streams and po ae 

springs flowing In the valleys an ee 
‘ d barley, vines " 

Ba i i ollie and honey? “8 land where bread 

mill ni tt scarce and you will lack nothing; a land 

priiere’ sang en and you can dig copper 


where the 
out of the hills 


joWhen you have eaten and are satisfied, praise 


the | dur God for the good land he has given 
you. |!Be ca reful that you do not forget the Lorp 
your God failing to observe his commands, his 
Jaws and his decrees that Iam giving you this day. 
otherwise, When you eat andare satisfied, when 
ou build fine houses and settle down, Mand 
when your herds and flocks grow large and your 
ilver and gold increase and all you have is multi- 
plied \uthen your heart will become proud and 
you will forget the Lorp your God, who brought 
you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. He 
ied you through the vast and dreadful desert, that 
thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous 
snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out 
of hard rock. }6He gave you manna to eat in the 
desert, something your fathers had never known, 
to humble and to test you so that in the end it 
might go well with you 17You may say to yourself, 
"My power and the strength of my hands have 
produced this wealth for me.”’ 18But remember the 
Lorp your God, for it is he who gives you the 
ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his cov- 
enant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is 
today 
191f you ever forget the Lorp your God and fol- 
low other gods and worship and bow down to 
them, | testify against you today that you will sure- 
ly be destroyed, 20Like the nations the Lorp de- 
stroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for 
not obeying the Lorp your God. 


Not Because of Israel’s Righteousness 


Hear, O Israel. You are now about to cross the 


Jordan to go in and dispossess nations greater 
And stronger than you, with large cities that have 
walls up to the sky. 2The people are strong and 
tall—Anakites! You know about them and have 
heard it said: “Who can stand up against the Ana- 


kites?” 3But be assured today that the Lorp your 
God is the one who goes across ahead of you like a 
devouring fire. He will destroy them; he will sub- 
due them before you. And you will drive them out 
and annihilate them quickly, as the Lorp has 
promised you. 
4After the Lorp your God has driven them out 
before you, do not say to yourself, “The Lorp has 
brought me here to take possession of this land 
because of my righteousness.” No, itis on account 
of the wickedness of these nations that the Lorp is 
going to drive them out before you. SIt is not be- 


a 


e of your righteousness or your integrity that 
you are going in to take possession of their land; 
but on account of the wickedness of these nations, 
the Lorp your God will drive them out before you, 
\o accomplish what he swore to your fathers, to 


Or And I had the two tablets of the covenant with me, one in each hand 
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Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 6Understand, then, 
that it is not because of your righteousness that the 
Lorp your God is giving you this good land to 


possess, for you are a stiff-necked people. 


The Golden Calf 

7Remember this and never forget how you pro- 
voked the Lorp your God to anger in the desert. 
From the day you left Egypt until you arrived here, 
you have been rebellious against the LORD, BAL 
Horeb you aroused the Lorp’s wrath so that he 
was angry enough to destroy you. 9When I went 
up on the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, 
the tablets of the covenant that the Lorp had 
with you, I stayed on the mountain forty days and 
forty nights; | ate no bread and drank no water. 
10The Lorp gave me two stone tablets inscribed by 
the finger of God. On them were all the command- 
ments the LORD proclaimed to you on the moun- 
tain out of the fire, on the day of the assembly. 2 

1At the end of the forty days and forty nights, 
the Lorp gave me the two stone tablets, the tablets 
of the covenant. 2Then the Lorp told me, “Go 
down from here at once, because your people 
whom you brought out of Egypt have become cor- 
rupt. They have turned away quickly from what I 
commanded them and have made a cast idol for 
themselves.” 

13And the Lorp said to me, “I have seen this 
people, and they are a stiff-necked people indeed! 
14Let me alone, so that I may destroy them and blot 
out their name from under heaven. And I will 
make you into a nation stronger and more numer- 
ous than they.” 

15So I turned and went down from the mountain 
while it was ablaze with fire. And the two tablets of 
the covenant were in my hands.* 1éWhen 1 
looked, I saw that you had sinned against the Lorp 
your God; you had made for yourselves an idol 
cast in the shape of a calf. You had turned aside 
quickly from the way that the Lorp had com- 
manded you. 17So | took the two tablets and threw 
them out of my hands, breaking them to pieces 
before your eyes. 

18Then once again I fell prostrate before the 
Lorp for forty days and forty nights; I ate no bread 
and drank no water, because of all the sin you had 
committed, doing what was evil in the Lorp’s 


9:4 Reasons for Warfare 
Commands for the Israelites to utterly cen 
other nations have caused modern readers of the 
Old Testament much concern. This passage reveals 
that God was acting not because of the Israelites’ 
superior moral character, but because of the 
inhabitants’ own wickedness. Chapter 20:16-18 
gives yet another rationale for the wars: to keep 
Israel free from contamination by other nations, 
The Israelites never f these commands 
completely, and their nation was ultimately 

we u destroyed precisely because of such 
contamination. (See “Is a War Ever Holy?” page 
190, for further details.) é 
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d so provoking him toa fea 
ant wrath of the Lorn, for he was angry 


enough with you fo oy you, But aga e 
0 th to di But th 
Lorp listened to me d the Lorp was angry 


vith A ) destroy him, but at that time 
payer Aaron too. Z1Also 1 took thatisinful 
thing of yours, the calf you had made, and burned 
it in the fire. Then I crushed it and ground it to 
powder as fine as dust and threw the dust into 4 
stream that flowed down the mountain 


nger. 191 feared the 


»rah, at 

2You also made the Lorp angry at Taberah, 4 

Massah and at Kibroth Hattaavah i 
23And when the Lorn sent you out from Kadesh 


Barnea, he said ‘Go up and take possension onthe 
land | have given you.” But you rebelled ag 


the command of the Lorp your God. You icing 
trust him or obey him. #You have been rebellious 
against the Lorp ever since I have known you. 

25] lay prostrate before the Lor those forty days 
and forty nights because the Lorp had said he 
would destroy you. 261 prayed to the Lorp and 


said, ‘O Sovereign Lorp, do not destroy your 


people. your own inheritance that you redeemed 
by your great power and brought out of Egypt with 
a mighty hand. 27Remember your servants Abra- 


ham, Isaac and Jacob. Overlook the stubbornness 
of this people, their wickedness and their sin. 
2*8Otherwise, the country from which you brought 
us will say, ‘Because the Lorp was not able to take 
them into the land he had promised them, and 
because he hated them, he brought them out to 
put them to death in the desert.’ 29But they are 
your people, your inheritance that you brought 
out by your great power and your outstretched 
arm 


Tablets Like the First Ones 


1 At that time the Lorp said to me, “Chisel 
out two stone tablets like the first ones and 
come up to me on the mountain. Also make a 
wooden chest.* 2I will write on the tablets the 
words that were on the first tablets, which you 
broke. Then you are to put them in the chest,”’ 
3So I made the ark out of acacia wood and chis- 
eled out two stone tablets like the first ones, and I 
went up on the mountain with the two tablets in 
my hands. 4The Lorp wrote on these tablets what 
he had written before, the Ten Commandments he 
had proclaimed to you on the mountain, out of the 
fire, on the day of the assembly. And the Lorp 
gave them to me. 5Then I came back down the 
mountain and put the tablets in the ark I had 
made, as the Lorp commanded me, and they are 
there now 
6(The Israelites traveled from the wells of the 
Jaakanites to Moserah, There Aaron died and was 
buried, and Eleazar his son succeeded him as 
Priest. From there they traveled to Gudgodah and 
on to Jotbathah, a land with streams of water. 8At 
that time the Lorp set apart the tribe of Levi to 


“1 That is, an ark “4 Hebrew Yam Suph; that is, Sea of Reeds 
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among their brothers: the Lon inheri- 

a Fg ed on the mountain so days 

and nights, as | did the first ge, and fe LORE 

listened to me at this time also. wusnot eee 
estroy yous "Go, the Lorp oe mee 

ee the people on their way, SO ie 

enter and possess the land that I swore 


fathers to give them.” 


Fear the Lorp i 

2And now, O Israel, what does the Lorp your 
Seis of you but to fear the Lorp your God, to 
walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lorp 
your God with all your heart and with all ond 
soul, Band to observe the Lorp’s commands 
decrees that I am giving you today for your own 
good? 

14To the Lorp your God belong the heavens, 
even the highest heavens, the earth and every- 
thing in it. 15Yet the Lorp set his affection on your 
forefathers and loved them, and he chose you, 
their descendants, above all the nations, as it is 
today. }6Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do 
not be stiff-necked any longer. !7For the Lorp your 
God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great 
God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partial- 
ity and accepts no bribes. 18He defends the cause 
of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the 
alien, giving him food and clothing. !#And you are 
to love those who are aliens, for you yourselves 
were aliens in Egypt. 20Fear the Lorp your God 
and serve him. Hold fast to him and take your 
oaths in his name. 2!He is your praise; he is your 
God, who performed for you those great and awe- 
some wonders you saw with your own eyes. 
22Your forefathers who went down into Egypt 
were seventy in all, and now the Lorp your God 
has made you as numerous as the stars in the sky. 


Love and Obey the Lorp 
1 1 Love the Lorp your God and keep his re- 
quirements, his decrees, his laws and his 
commands always. 2Remember today that your 
children were not the ones who saw and experi- 
enced the discipline of the Lorp your God: his 
majesty, his mighty hand, his outstretched arm; 
3the signs he performed and the things he did in 
the heart of Egypt, both to Pharaoh king of Egypt 
and to his whole country; 4what he did to the 
Egyptian army, to its horses and chariots, how he 
overwhelmed them with the waters of the Red 
Seab as they were Pursuing you, and how the 
Lorp brought lasting ruin on them. SIt was not 
your children who saw what he did for you in the 
desert until you arrived at this place, and what he 
did to Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab the Reu- 
benite, when the earth opened its mouth right in 
the middle of all Israel and swallowed them w 
with their households, their tents and every living 
basi dra belonged to them. 7But it was your cae 
es i 
oes ‘at saw all these great things the Lorp has 


SObserve therefore all the commands I am giv- 


that you may have the strength 
over the land that you are cross- 
to possess, Sand so that you may 
and that the Lorp swore to your 
give to them and their descendants, 
, with milk and honey. !The land 
yg to take over is not like the land of 
which you have come, where you 
seed and irrigated it by foot as in a 
garden. '!But the land you are crossing 
dan to take possession of is a land of moun- 
valleys that drinks rain from heaven. !2It 
the Lorp your God cares for; the eyes of 
xp your God are continually on it from the 
1ing of the year to its end. 

So if you faithfully obey the commands I am 
wiving you today—to love the Lorp your God and 
to serve him with all your heart and with all your 

4then | will send rain on your land in its 
, both autumn and spring rains, so that you 
ther in your grain, new wine and oil. 15] will 
F de grass in the fields for your cattle, and you 
will eat and be satisfied 
Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away 
and worship other gods and bow down to them. 
7Then the Lorp’s anger will burn against you, 
i he will shut the heavens so that it will not rain 
he ground will yield no produce, and you will 
»erish from the good land the Lorp is giving 
SFix these words of mine in your hearts and 
minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and 
bind them on your foreheads. !9Teach them to 
your children, talking about them when you sit at 
home and when you walk along the road, when 
‘ou lie down and when you get up. 20Write them 
n the doorframes of your houses and on your 
gates, 2!so that your days and the days of your 
hildren may be many in the land that the Lorp 
wore to give your forefathers, as many as the days 
that the heavens are above the earth. 

2If you carefully observe all these commands | 
am giving you to follow—to love the Lorp your 
God, to walk in all his ways and to hold fast to 
him— then the Lorp will drive out all these na- 
tions before you, and you will dispossess nations 
larger and stronger than you. 24Every place where 
you set your foot will be yours: Your territory will 
extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the 
Euphrates River to the western sea.¢ No man 


ing you today, sc 
and tak 
he Jorda 


you 


11:18 Laws on the Head 

Many commentators, both Jewish and Christian, 
read these sentences figuratively. But strict Jews 
take them literally. They wear handwritten 
portions of the Old Testament (including 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and 11:18-20) in a small box 
trapped to their foreheads, and they also mount 
them in a box beside the door to their homes. The 
boxes are called “phylacteries.” Jesus referred to 
the practice (Mattl 23:5), commenting that it 


ould become a showy way of expressing spiritual 
pride 


at is, the Mediterranean $30 Or Jordan, westward 
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will be able to stand against you. The Lorp your 
God, as he promised you, will put the terror and 
fear of you on the whole land, wherever you go. 

See, I am setting before you today a blessing 
and a curse— the blessing if you obey the com- 
mands of the Lorp your God that I am giving you 
today; 28the curse if you disobey the commands of 
the Lorp your God and turn from the way that I 
command you today by following other gods, 
which you have not known, 2When the Lorp 
your God has brought you into the land you are 
entering to possess, you are to proclaim on Mount 
Gerizim the blessings, and on Mount Ebal the 
curses. As you know, these mountains are across 
the Jordan, west of the road,’ toward the setting 
sun, near the great trees of Moreh, in the territory 
of those Canaanites living in the Arabah in the 
vicinity of Gilgal. 3!You are about to cross the Jor- 
dan to enter and take possession of the land the 
Lorp your God is giving you. When you have 
taken it over and are living there, 32be sure that 
you obey all the decrees and laws I am setting 
before you today. ~ 


The One Place of Worship Ve 


1 These are the decrees and laws you must be 

careful to follow in the land that the Lorp, 
the God of your fathers, has given you to possess 
—as long as you live in the land. 2Destroy com- 
pletely all the places on the high mountains and on 
the hills and under every spreading tree where the 
nations you are dispossessing worship their gods. 
3Break down their altars, smash their sacred 
stones and burn their Asherah poles in the fire; cut 
down the idols of their gods and wipe out their 
names from those places. 

4You must not worship the Lorp your God in 
their way. 5But you are to seek the place the Lorp 
your God will choose from among all your tribes to 
put his Name there for his dwelling. To that place 
you must go; ¢there bring your burnt offerings and» 
sacrifices, your tithes and special gifts, what you 
have vowed to give and your freewill offerings, 
and the firstborn of your herds and flocks. 7There, 


12:2 A Book that Changed 
History " 
The Israelites did not fully follow these instructions 
on destroying the “high places,” which were 
centers of idol worship. But hundreds of years after 
this scene with Moses, a dramatic event took place. 
In the midst of a temple renovation, workers came 
across an old scroll containing the Book of the 
Law. Discovery of the book had an electrifyi 

effect on the nation. When King Josiah heard 
read, he wept and tore his robes, then called for all 
event ushered in 
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the presence of the Lorp your God, you and giving ysis 6 et you so that you 
eae shall eat and tay relies Tee bat ee in safety. !!Then to the Pat the Loxp 
have put your hand.sfo; ‘Deeaus .d will choose as a dwelling Name— 
thing you your Gor bring everything I command her 


Lorp your God has blessed you. On area 

sou are not to do as we do here today, every- nite one Sfferingeond sacrifices, YOUr 
one as he sees fit, 9since you have not yet ron teil ifts, and all the choice possess you 
the resting place and the inheritance the Lorp pe aL se to the Lomo. And there rejoice 


your God is giving you. !9But you will cross the | PAVE YM” oF God, you, your sons 


Jordan and settle in the land the Lorp your God is 
i 


Who Needs Laws? 


Love makes the difference in this rulebook 


tions | am giving you, so that it may always go well with you and your 
Chiiiian afer yOu, Pacaiea pou fe Wai is good and right in the eyes of the Loxp your 


children after you, because you will be doi 


God, 12:28 
euteronomy repeats verbatim many of the laws given in Exodus, Leviticus, ars Numbers. Yet it 


is far from a rulebook. A different spirit pervades it: the spirit of love. The rules in 
Divirtron read more like a guide on "Hew to Have a Successful Family” than ‘How to Re; air 
a Car.” To maintain a car you need only follow the rules. To maintain a close personal relationship 
you need more—you need love. 

What Makes Deuteronomy Different 

Deuteronomy focuses on motives: why people should obey laws. The Pnoene three books 
barely mentioned the love of God for his people, but Deuteronomy again and again refers to it 
(see 4:37; 7:7-8; 10:15; 23:5). The author portrays God as a father with his children, as a mother 
who gives them life, as an eagle hovering over its young. 

In return, God asks for obedience based on love, not a sense of duty. At Jeast 15 times in the 
book Moses tells the Israelites to love God and cling to him. God wants not just an outward 
Conformity, but an obedience that comes from the heart. (Later, in summing up the Old 

jandment from Deuteronomy: “Love the Lord + 


Testament, Jesus quoted the first and greatest comm; 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” [Matthew 22:37; 


Deuteronomy 6:5).) 


Restating the Negatives i 
Deuteronomy also hints at why laws are needed in the first place. Moses stated the principle 


directly, “The Lord commanded us to obey all these decrees and to fear the Loro our God, so that 
we might always prosper and be kept alive, as is the case today” (6:24), In other words, the laws 
were given for the Israelites’ own good. 4 

Most of the Ten Commandments were given in a negative form, “You shall not.” But each of 
these negative statements protects a privileged relationship between two people or a person and 
God. For example, “Do not murder” could be restated, “Human life is sacetane has enormous 
worth. Respect such life as the image of God, and defend it,” Other commandments Protect 
marriage, private property, honesty, and the day set aside to worship God. 


Never Forget 
Moses could not have emphasized the laws more stron ly. “Th 
. “These com 
eee at athoe ead hearts,” he said. “Impress them on your chien, Talb-enaeiien f 
wooiaas and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get 
Moses wanted to make sure the Israelites would not cted 
d ssibly f 
Diets to ehheg the whole nation together to hear then read pri pt oe a 39 _ 
y ing ol srael was required, as one of his first acts, to write out the laws by Rand (tate 
. The t . 


into the new land, Hcy passed between the writing-covered stones (27:1-8) 
nee : plead “porance of what God required of them—his les were carved 
ty would prove, o ying the rules was pnctin matter, has » 


Life Questions: Read Over the Ti i 
sigh mee en Commandments in Deuteronomy 5. How do they help us? What 


< your menservants and maidservants, 
tes from your towns, who have no 
r inheritance of their own. Be careful 
hoe your burnt offerings anywhere you 
them only at the place the Lorp will 
« of your tribes, and there observe 
and you. 
s, you may slaughter your animals 
ns and eat as much of the meat 
t were gazelle or deer, according 
Lorp your God gives you. Both 
Jean and the clean may eat it. 
ot eat the blood; pour it out on the 
er 17You must not eat in your own 
»e of your grain and new wine and 
tborn of your herds and flocks, or 
u have vowed to give, or your freewill 
r special gifts. \8Instead, you are to eat 
he presente of the Lorp your God at the 
Lorp your God will choose—you, your 
{ daughters, your menservants and maid- 
and the Levites from your towns—and 
rejoice before the Lorp your God in 


hing you put your hand to. !Be careful not 
to neglect the Levites as long as you live in your 
When the Lorp your God has enlarged your 


ry as he promised you, and you crave meat 
| would like some meat,” then you may 
as you want. 2!If the place where 
« Loxp your God chooses to put his Name is too 
r ay from you, you may slaughter animals 
herds and flocks the Lorp has given you, 
mmanded you, and in your own towns 
y eat as much of them as you want. 22Eat 
as you would gazelle or deer. Both the cere- 
»nially unclean and the clean may eat. But be 
sure you do not eat the blood, because the blood is 
the life, and you must not eat the life with the 
24You must not eat the blood; pour it out on 
, like water. 25Do not eat it, so that it 
well with you and your children after you, 
suse you will be doing what is right in the eyes 
{ the Lorp 

But take your consecrated things and what- 
ou have vowed to give, and go to the place 
will choose. 27Present your burnt offer- 
r - altar of the Lorp your God, both the 
eat and the blood. The blood of your sacrifices 
t be poured beside the altar of the Lorp your 
but you may eat the meat. 28Be careful to 
these regulations I am giving you, so that 
1y always go well with you and your children 
»u, because you will be doing what is good 

ht in the eyes of the Lorp your God. 
‘The Loxp your God will cut off before you the 
stions you are about to invade and dispossess. 
Hut when you have driven them out and settled in 
vir land, Wand after they have been destroyed 
fore you, be careful not to be ensnared by inquir- 
» about their gods, saying, “How do these na- 
ns serve their gods? We will do the same.” 
you must not worship the Loxp your God in 
hear way, because in worshiping their gods, they 


nuch of 
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do all kinds of detestable things the Lorp hates. 
They even burn their sons and daughters in the 
fire as sacrifices to their gods. _ 

32See that you do all ] command you; do not add 
to it or take away from it. 


Worshiping Other Gods 


1 Ifa prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, ~ 

appears among you and announces to youa 
miraculous sign or wonder, Zand if the sign or 
wonder of which he has spoken takes place, and 
he says, “Let us follow other gods” (gods you have 
not known) “and let us worship them,” 3you must 
not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. 
The Lorp your God is testing you to find out 
whether you love him with all your heart and with 
all your soul. 4It is the Lorp your God you must 
follow, and him you must revere. Keep his com- 
mands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to 
him. 5That prophet or dreamer must be put to 
death, because he preached rebellion against the 
Lorp your God, who brought you out of Egypt 
and redeemed you from the land of slavery; he has 
tried to turn you from the way the Lorp your God 
commanded you to follow. You must purge the 
evil from among you. 

6lf your very own brother, or your son or daugh- 
ter, or the wife you love, or your closest friend 
secretly entices you, saying, “Let us go and wor- 
ship other gods” (gods that neither you nor your 
fathers have known, 7gods of the peoples around 
you, whether near or far, from one end of the land 
to the other), §do not yield to him or listen to him. 
Show him no pity. Do not spare him or shield him, 
9You must certainly put him to death, Your hand 
must be the first in putting him to death, and then 
the hands of all the people. !9Stone him to death, 
because he tried to turn you away from the Lorp 
your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of 
the land of slavery. !'Then all Israel will hear and _ 
be afraid, and no one among you will do such an 
evil thing again. 

12If you hear it said about one of the towns the 
Lorp your God is giving you to live in ‘that 
wicked men have arisen among you and have led 
the people of their town astray, saying, “Let us go 
and worship other gods” (gods you have not 
known), then you must inquire, probe and in- 
vestigate it thoroughly. And if it is true and it has 
been proved that this detestable thing has been 
done among you, Syou must certainly put to the 
sword all who live in that town. Pe esiy it com- 
pletely,“ both its people and its livestock. 16Gather 
all the plunder of the town into the middle ofthe | 
public square and completely burn the town and 
all its plunder as a whole burnt offering to the 
Lorp your God. It is to remain a ruin forever, 
never to be rebuilt. 17None of those condemned 
things? shall be found in your hands, so that the 
Lorp will turn from his fierce anger; he will show 
you mercy, have compassion on you, and increase 
your numbers, as he promised on oath to your 
forefathers, '8because you obey the Lorp your 
God, keeping all his commands that I am giving 


The Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the Lono, often by totally destroying them, 
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you today and doing what is rig! 


Clean and Unclean Food 
he children of the Lop your God. 
1 co eat youreelies or shave the front of 
your heads for the dead, 2for you are a people holy 
God. Out ofall the peoples on the 


to the Lorp your 
face of the earth, the Lorp has chosen you to be his 


treasured possession. 
4Do not eat any detestable thing. 4These are the 


als you may eat: the ox, the sheep, the goat, 
Sthe Bee the gazelle, the roe deer, the wild goat, 
the ibex, the antelope and the mountain sheep.* 
6You may eat any ‘animal that has a split hoof 
divided in two and that chews the cud. 7However, 
of those that chew the cud or that have a split hoof 
completely divided you may not eat the camel, the 
rabbit or the coney.? Although they chew the cud, 
they do not have a split hoof; they are ceremonially 
unclean for you. 8The pig is also unclean; although 
it has a split hoof, it does not chew the cud. You are 
not to eat their meat or touch their carcasses. 
90f all the creatures living in the water, you may 
eat any that has fins and scales. But anything that 
does not have fins and scales you may not eat; for 
you itis unclean: 
11You may eat any clean bird. !2But these you 
may not eat: the eagle, the vulture, the black vul- 
ture, the red kite, the black kite, any kind of 
falcon, any kind of raven, !5the horned owl, the 
screech owl, the gull, any kind of hawk, !¢the little 
owl, the great owl, the white owl, !7the desert owl, 
the osprey, the cormorant, !8the stork, any kind of 
heron, the hoopoe and the bat. 
19A]l flying insects that swarm are unclean to 
you; do not eat them. 20But any winged creature 
that is clean you may eat. 
21Do not eat anything you find already dead. 
You may give it to an alien living in any of your 
towns, and he may eat it, or you may sell it toa 
foreigner, But you are a people holy to the Lorp 
your God 
Do not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk, 


Tithes 


2Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your 
fields produce each year. Eat the tithe of your 
grain, new wine and oil, and the firstborn of your 
herds and flocks in the presence of the Lorp your 
God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his 
Name, so that you may learn to revere the LORD 
your God always. 24But if that place is too distant 
and you have been blessed by the Lorp your God 
and cannot carry your tithe (because the place 
where the Lorp will choose to put his Name is $0 
far away), then exchange your tithe for silver, 
and take the silver with you and go to the place the 
Lorp your God will choose. Use the silver to buy 
whatever you like: cattle, sheep, wine or other 
fermented drink, or anything you wish Then you 
and your household shall eat there in the preseaae 
of the Loxp your God and rejoice. 7And do not 
neglect the Levites living in your towns, fos 
have no allotment or inheritance of air ona 


ht in his eyes. 


The precise identification of 
some of the birds and anumals in this chapter 
© uncertaan 


the fa’ yh; 
‘5 may come and eat and be 5 

that the ay come and eat a von nal the 

work of your hands. 

The Year for Canceling Debts 


it 


At the end of every seven years you 
15 cancel debts. 2This is how it is to be 
Every creditor shall cancel the loan he has 
his fellow Israelite. He shall not require pa 
from his fellow Israelite or brother, 
Lorp’s time for n debts has 
claimed. *You may require payment 
eigner, but you must cancel any debt your 
owes you. tHowever, there should be no 
among you, for in the land the Lorp your 
giving you to possess as your inheritance, 
richly bless you, ‘if only you fully obey the 
your God and are careful to follow all these com- 
mands | am giving you today. 6For the Lorp your 
God will bless you as he has promised, and you 


perce 
nat 


will lend to many nations but will borrow from a 


none. You will rule over many nations but none 


seventh year, the year for canceling debts, is 
near,” so that you do not show ill will toward your 
needy brother and give him nothing. He may then. 
appeal to the Lorp against you, and you will be © 
found guilty of sin. !9Give generously to him and 
do so without a grudging heart; then because of 
this the Lorp your God will bless you in all your 
work and in everything you put your hand to. 
‘There will always be poor people in the land. 
Therefore | command you to be openhanded 
toward your brothers and toward 

needy in your land. the Bone ana 


Freeing Servants 


8If a fellow Hebrew, a man or a 
himself to you and serves you six jee ta an 
seventh year you must Jet him go free. And 


oe Tithe to the Poor 

year the Israelites presented = 
Produce as an offering to God. Every thire year the 
accepted a to needy people. God 
himecl Thee Bits £0 these people as an offering to. 


was 
inaqeaiae 
od ee 


fii 
tl 
ry 
i 
i 


‘ou release him, do not send him away 
empty-handed. '4Supply him liberally from your 
flock, your threshing floor and your winepress. 
Give to him as the Lorv your God has blessed you. 
iRemember that you were slaves in Egypt and the 
od redeemed you. That is why I give 
ymand today 

left if your servant says to you, “I do not want 

to leave you.” because he loves you and your 
family and is well off with you, !7then take an awl 
and push it through his ear lobe into the door, and 
he will become your servant for life. Do the same 
for your maidservant. 

Do not consider it a hardship to set your ser- 
vant free, because his service to you these six years 
has been worth twice as much as that of a hired 
hand. And the Lorp your God will bless you in 
ything you do. 


when y 


Loxv your ¢ 
you thi 


eve 
The Firstborn Animals 


‘Set apart for the Lorp your God every first- 
born male of your herds and flocks, Do not put the 
firstborn of your oxen to work, and do not shear 
the firstborn of your sheep. 20Each year you and 
your family are to eat them in the presence of the 
Lorp your God at the place he will choose. 211f an 
animal has a defect, is lame or blind, or has any 
serious flaw, you must not sacrifice it to the Lorp 
your God. 22You are to eat it in your own towns. 
Both the ceremonially unclean and the’ clean may 
eat it, as if it were gazelle or deer. 3But you must 
not eat the blood; pour it out on the ground like 
water. 


Passover 


1 6 Observe the month of Abib and celebrate 
the Passover of the Lorp your God, because 
in the month of Abib he brought you out of Egypt 
by night. 2Sacrifice as the Passover to the Lorp 
your God an animal from your flock or herd at the 
place the Lorp will choose as a dwelling for his 
Name. 3Do not eat it with bread made with yeast, 
but for seven days eat unleavened bread, the bread 
of affliction, because you left Egypt in haste—so 
that all the days of your life you may remember the 
time of your departure from Egypt. 4Let no yeast 
be found in your possession in all your land for 
seven days. Do not let any of the meat you sacrifice 
on the evening of the first day remain until morn- 
ing 
5You must not sacrifice the Passover in any town 
the Lorp your God gives you except in the place 
he will choose as a dwelling for his Name. There 
you must sacrifice the Passover in the evening, 
when the sun goes down, on the anniversary* of 
your departure from Egypt. 7Roast it and eat it at 
the place the Lorp your God will choose. Then in 
the morning return to your tents. ®For six days eat 
inleavened bread and on the seventh day hold an 
assembly to the Lorp your God and do no work. 


Feast of Weeks 


‘Count off seven weeks from the time you begin 
to put the sickle to the standing grain. 10Then cele- 
brate the Feast of Weeks to the Lorp your God by 


n. at the time of day 
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giving a freewill offering in proportion to the bless- 
ings the Lorp your God has given you. !!And 
rejoice before the Lorp your God at the place he 
will chogse as a dwelling for his Name—you, your 
sons and daughters, your menservants and maid- 
servants, the Levites in your towns, and the aliens, 
the fatherless and the widows living among you. 
12Remember that you were slaves in Egypt, and 
follow carefully these decrees. 


Feast of Tabernacles 


\3Celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles for seven 
days after you have gathered the produce of your 
threshing floor and your winepress. !4Be joyful at 
your Feast—you, your sons and daughters, your 
menservants and maidservants, and the Levites, 
the aliens, the fatherless and the widows who live 
in your towns. !5For seven days celebrate the Feast 
to the Lorp your God at the place the Lorp will 
choose. For the Lorp your God will bless you in all 
your harvest and in all the work of your hands, 
and your joy will be complete. ? 

\eThree times a year all your men must appear 
before the Lorp your God at the place he will 
choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread,, the 
Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Tabernacles. No 
man should appear before the Lorp empty-hand- 
ed: !7Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to 
the way the Lorp your God has blessed you. 
Judges 

\8Appoint judges and officials for each of your 
tribes in every town the Lorp your God is giving 
you, and they shall judge the people fairly. 19Do 
not pervert justice or show partiality. Do not ac- 
cept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise 
and twists the words of the righteous, 20Follow 
justice and justice alone, so that you may live and 
possess the land the Lorp your God is giving you, 


Worshiping Other Gods 


21Do not set up any wooden Asherah pole’ be- 
side the altar you build to the Lorp your God, 
2and do not erect a sacred stone, for these the 
Lorp your God hates. 
1 Do not sacrifice to the Lor your God an ox 

or a sheep that has any defect or flaw in it, 

for that would be detestable to him. 

2If a man or woman living among you in one of 
the towns the Lorp gives you is found doing evil 
in the eyes of the Lorp your God in violation of his 
covenant, 3and contrary to my command has wor- 
shiped other gods, bowing down to them or to the 
sun or the moon or the stars of the sky, 4and this 
has been brought to your attention, then you must 
investigate it thoroughly, If it is true and it has 
been proved that this detestable thing has been 
done in Israel, 5take the man or woman who has 
done this evil deed to your city gate ahd stone that 
person to death. &On the testimony of two or three 
witnesses a man shall be put to death, but no one 
shall be put to death on the testimony of only one 
witness. 7The hands of the witnesses must be the 
first in putting him to death, and then the hands of 


+21 Or Do not plant any tree dedicated to Asherah 
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the offerings 1 shall have no inheritance 
ak de people, You must parse siecle their inheritance. They pid heri- 
wana FO" among their ; the Larp is their in! 


tance, as he promised them. 
ne your courts that are too pectch: premess ae fromthe 
sho S 
oe See Reh and the inner parts, #You are to give them: 
ake them to the place the = 
s the firstfruits of your 
chee asi the first wool from the shearing of your sheep, 5for 
: ¢ the Loro your God has chosen them and 

descendants out of all your tribes to stal 
minister in the Lorp’s name always. 

slf a Levite moves from one of “ed pias eae 
SS urey teach you Where in Israel where he is living, and com u 
DO net tum aside earnestness to the place the Lorp will choose, The 
or to the left. may minister in the name of the LoRD his God like 
the judge or alll his fellow Levites who serve there in the pres- 
here tothe ence of the Lorp, SHe is to share equally in their 
to death. You must __ benefits, even though he has received money from 


Ui the people will the sale of family possessions. 
ot be contemptuous L ble Practices 
When you enter the land the Lorv your God is 

giving you, do not learn to imitate the detestable 
Lorp yourGodis ways of the nations there. Let no one be found 
sssion of it and among you who sacrifices his son or daughter int 
setakingoverus _ the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, inter- 
Sbesuretoappoint —prets omens, engages in witchcraft, Hor casts 
your God chooses. He spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who 
consults the dead. Anyone who does these 
things is detestable to the Lorp, and because of 
these detestable practices the Lorp your God will 
drive out those-nations before you. 13You must be 
blameless before the Lorp your God. 


The Prophet : 
z _ not accumulate \sThe nations you will dispossess listen to those 
ol who practice sorcery or divination. But as for you, 


of his Kingdom, he the Lorp your God has not i 
llacopyofthislaw, 5The Lorp your God stat Senses extscae 
who ere Levites. “It prophet like me from among your own brothers. 
tallthedaysof You must listen to him. 16For this is what . 
revere the Loxp his asked of the Lorp your God at Horeb on the aayt 
e be reed bi EY the ae when you said, “Let us not Heanine 
- voice e Lorp our i 
‘ spi law tothe anymore, or we will pi by ect tee 
Reaper be: spent ‘The Lorp said to me: “What they say is good, 
. 8 in Israel. 18] will raise up for them a prophet like you from 
among their brothers; I will put my words in his 
is are mouth, and he will tell them everything | com- 
: sieges ‘ meee the mand him. !9If anyone does not listen to 
ith Israel They shall Boe ped ee eee aber mys wl 
y shall f m to account. 0But a prophet who presum 
es: 
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possibelity of an Israelite ki ao ; a 
Seep i, sg te wl ema 
down hs peepee enh ys in the promised land. Child sacrifice cane , 


qualities hardly fits the normal image Gee aeaaily i 
ane a part of worship ii 
= Ss of person the Israelites’ descendants ready tated tha the : sn 
0 on 
_ kinds of practices (9:4), 
SAS makes fas tom or denpinter pass though . 


k my name anything I have not com- 
m {0 Say, OF a prophet who speaks in 
other gods, must be put to death.” 

y say to yourselves, “How can we 

a message has not been spoken by the 

t a prophet proclaims in the name 
not take place or come true, that 
s the Lorp has not spoken. That 
s spoken presumptuously. Do not be 


¢ Refuge 


he Lor your God has destroyed the 
s whose land he is giving you, and 
have driven them out and settled in 
and houses, 2then set aside for your- 
es centrally located in the land the 
od is giving you to possess. 3Build 
i divide into three parts the land 
m od is giving you as an inheritance, 

me who kills a man may flee there. 
concerning the man who kills 
re to save his life—one who 
t unintentionally, without malice 
instance, a man may go into the 

hbor to cut wood, and as he 
1 ee, the head may fly off and 
kill him. That man may flee to 
and save his life. Otherwise, 
od mught pursue him im a rage, 
he distance is too great, and kill 
h he is not deserving of death, 
's neighbor without malice afore- 
v l command you to set aside 


Cities 


19”: 


0 niarges your territory, as 
‘© your forefathers, and gives 


Ss ways—then you are to set aside three 
c Do this so that innocent blood will 
t be shed in yc and, which the Lorp your 
t inheritance, and so that 
bloodshed 
s neighbor and lies in wait 
lis him, and then flees to 
c the elders of his town shall 
ring him back from the city, and 
wer to the avenger of blood to die. 
no pity. You must purge from Israel 


ove your neighbor's boundary stone 
ir predecessors in the inhentance you 
in the land the Loxp your God is giving 
POSSESS. 


Witnesses 


5One witness is not enough to convict a man 
ised of any crime or offense he may have com- 
d_ A matter must be established by the testi- 
nony of two or three witnesses. 
*lfa malicious witness takes the stand to accuse 
man of a crime, the two men involved in the 
spute must stand in the presence of the Lorp 
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before the priests and the judges who are in office 
at the time. I8The judges must make a 
ving Ee eo anne bes ian 
Sving testimony against his brother, then 
see hint 2s he intendied to do to his brother. You 
must purge the evil from among you. *The rest of 
the people will hear of this and be afraid. and 
Never again will such an evil thing be done among 
you. 21Show no pity: life for life. eye for eye, tooth 
for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot. 
Going to War 
20) When you g0 to war against your enemies 

and see horses and chajots and an army 
greater than yours, do not be afraid of them, be- 
cause the Lorp your God, who brought you up cut 
of Egypt, will be with you. 2When you are about to 
address the army. 3He shall say: “Hear, O Israel, 
mues. Do not be fainthearted or afraid; do not be 
terrified or give way to panic before them. #For the — 

Lorp your God is the one who goes with you to 

fight for you against your enemies to give you 

victory.” . 
5The officers shail say to the army: “Has anyone 

built a new house and not dedicated it? Let him go 

home, or he may die in battle and someone else 
may dedicate it. $Has anyone planted a vineyard 
and not begun to enjoy it? Let him go home, or he 
may die in battle and someone else enjoy it. 7Has 
anyone become pledged toa woman and not mar- 
ned her? Let him go home, or he may die in battle 
and someone else marry her.” SThen the officers 
shall add. “Is any man afraid or fainthearted? Let 
him go home so that his brothers will not become 
disheartened too.” SWhen the officers have fin- 
ished speaking to the army, they shall appoint 

commanders over it. * 4 
10When you march up to attack a city, make its- 

people an offer of peace. !!If they accept and open 

their gates, all the people in it shall be subject to 
forced labor and shall work for you. !2If they refuse 
to make peace and they engage you in battle, lay 
siege to that Gty. "When the Lorp your God de- 
livers it into your hand, put to the sword all the 
men in it. As for the women, the children, the 
livestock and everything else in the city, you may 
take these as plunder for yourselves. And yoummay 
use the plunder the Lorp your God gives you from 
your enemies. 5This is how you are to treat all the 

Gites that are at a distance from you and do not 

belong to the nations nearby. ‘ 
‘sHowever, in the cities of the nations the Lorp 

your God is giving you as an inheritance, do not 
4 


aa 


DEUTERONOMY BS 

ax@hang That Deeashes Coeeneenty 
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Anamement for an Unsolved Murder 
né Suan ring ina Geld in the 
vor Ge & gta roe | 


neqhtomnys towns, 
nearest the body shall 
never been worked and has 


2 Captive Woman 
anst your enemies and 


ner as your wife. [Bring her 
nave her shave her head. tim 
asade the Gothes she was wear- 
After she has ived in your 
her father and mother for a 
ou may go to her and be her 
be your wife. MIf you are 
t, let her go wherever she 
must not sell her or treat her as a 
2 have dishonored her 

The Right of the Firstborm 

“if 2 man has two wives, and 
not the other, and both bear 

firstborn is the san 


a he loves one but 
sons but 

of the wife he does not = 
17 The Fiebeew secs soles ts the love 


“22 Or dow tr ase se tte sepe for the Geshe Brg over of things or 


Be for the beet of moe 


St aman hasa stubborn and 
does not obey his father and 


him to the elders at the gate of his town. 
shall say to the ekders, “This son of ours is 
born and rebellious, He will not obey us. He is. a 
prodigate and a drunkard.” Then alll the men of 
has town shall stone hien to death. You sss Paste 
the eval fram among you. All Israel will hear 


and be 
Various Laws - 

=f a man guilty of a capital offense is put to 
death and his body is hung on a tree, must 
not leave his body on the i ‘sure to 


bury him that same day, because anyone who is 
hung on 2 tree is under God’s curse. You must not 
Gesecrate the land the Lorp your God is giving you 
&s an inheritance. 
22 If you see your brother's ox or sheep stray- 
ing. do not ignore it but be sure to take it 
hack to him. 2If the brother does not live near you 
oc # you do not know who he is, take it home with 
you and keep it until he comes looking for it. Then 
give it back to him. 5Do the same if you find your 
brother's donkey or his dak or anything he loses. 
Do not ignore it. 
“If you see your brother's donkey or his ox fallen 
on the road, do not ignore it. Help him gettin its 
5A woman must not wear men’s di thi & 
man wear women’s clothing, for the Lorp your 


Persons to the Los. often by ae 


RL | 


; bloodshed on your house if someone falls 
e roof 

«plant two kinds of seed in your vine- 
; you do, not only the crops you plant but 
» fruit of the vineyard will be defiled.« 
sot plow with an ox and a donkey yoked 


yot wear clothes of wool and linen woven 


\joke tassels on the four corners of the cloak 
I 


Marriage Violations 


man takes a wife and, after lying with her, 
kes her '4and slanders her and gives her a bad 
ime, saying, “I married this woman, but when I 
ached her, I did not find proof of her virgini- 
i5then the girl's father and mother shall bring 
proof that she was a virgin to the town elders at the 
gate. !6The girl's father will say to the elders, “I 
gave my daughter in marriage to this man, but he 
dislikes her. !7Now he has slandered her and said, 
{ did not find your daughter to be a virgin.’ But 
here is the proof of my daughter's virginity.’’ Then 
her parents shall display the cloth before the elders 
of the town, !8and the elders shall take the man 
and punish him. !8They shall fine him a hundred 
shekels of silver? and give them to the girl’s fa- 
ther, because this man has given an Israelite virgin 
1 bad name. She shall continue to be his wife; he 
must not divorce her as long as he lives. 
lt, however, the charge is true and no proof of 
the girl's virginity can be found, 2!she shall be 
brought to the door of her father’s house and there 
the men of her town shall stone her to death. She 
has done a disgraceful thing in Israel by being 
promiscuous while still in her father’s house. You 
must purge the evil from among you. 
22If a man is found sleeping with another man’s 
wife, both the man who slept with her and the 
woman must die. You must purge the evil from 
Israel 
“!f a man happens to meet in a town a virgin 
pledged to be married and he sleeps with her, 
244you shall take both of them to the gate of that 
town and stone them to death—the girl because 


she was ina town and did not scream for help, and 
the man because he violated another man’s wife. 
You must purge the evil from among you. 


25But if out in the country a man happens to 
meet a girl pledged to be married and rapes her, 
only the man who has done this shall die. 2*Do 
nothing to the girl; she has committed no sin de- 
serving death, This case is like that of someone 
who attacks and murders his neighbor, 27for the 
man found the girl out in the country, and though 
the betrothed girl screamed, there was no one to 
rescue her. 
28|f a man happens to meet a virgin who is not 
pledged to be married and rapes her and they are 
discovered, %he shall pay the girl's father fifty 
shekels of silver.© He must marry the girl, for he 
has violated her. He can never divorce her as long 
as he lives. 


#9 Or be forfeited to the sanctuary 
kilogram) 42 Or one of illegitimate birth 
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19 That is, about 2 1/2 pounds (about 1 kilogram) 
¢4 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia 


DEUTERONOMY 23:21 


*A man is not to marry his father’s wife; he 
must not dishonor his father’s bed. j 


Exclusion From the Assembly 


2 No one who has been emasculated by 
crushing or cutting may enter the assembly 
of the Lorp. 
2No one born of a forbidden marriage¢ nor any 
of his descendants may enter the assembly of the 
Lorp, even down to the tenth generation. « 
3No Ammonite or Moabite or any of. his de- 
scendants may enter the assembly of the Lorp, 
even down to the tenth generation. 4For they did 
not come to meet you with bread and water on 
your way when you came out of Egypt, and they 
hired Balaam son of Beor from Pethor in Aram 
Naharaime to pronounce a curse on you. 5How- 
ever, the Lorp your God would not listen to Ba- 
laam but turned the curse into a blessing for you, 
because the Lorp your God loves you. Do not 
seek a treaty of friendship with them as long as 
you live. ; 
7Do not abhor an Edomite, for he is your broth- 
er. Do not abhor an Egyptian, because you lived as 
an alien in his country, §The third generation of 
children born to them may enter the assembly of 
the Lorp. \y 


Uncleanness in the Camp 


9When you are encamped against your enemies, 
keep away from everything impure. lIf one of 
your men is unclean because of a nocturnal emis- 
sion, he is to go outside the camp and stay there. 
But as evening approaches he is to wash himself, 
and at sunset he may return to the camp. 

12Designate a place outside the camp where you 
can go to relieve yourself. 13As part of your equip- 
ment have something to dig with, and when you 
relieve yourself, dig a hole and cover up your ex- 
crement. /4For the Lorp your God moves about in 
your camp to protect you and to deliver your ene- 
mies to you. Your camp must be holy, so that he 
will not see among you anything indecent and 
turn away from you. 


Miscellaneous Laws 


15If a slave has taken refuge with you, do not 
hand him over to his master. !6Let him live among 
you wherever he likes and in whatever town he 
chooses. Do not oppress him. . 

17No Israelite man or woman is to become a 
shrine prostitute. !8You must not bring: the earn- 
ings of a female prostitute or of a male prostitute” 
into the house of the Lorp your God to pay any 
vow, because the Lorp your God detests them 
both. F ’ 

19Do not charge your brother interest, whether 
on money or food or anything else that may earn 
interest. 20You may chargea foreigner interest, but 
not a brother Israelite, so that the Lorp your God 
may bless you in everything you put your hand to 
in the land you are entering to possess. 

21If you make a vow to the Lorp your God, do 
not be slow to pay it, for the Lorp your God will 

«29 That is, about 1 1/4 pounds (about 0.6 

118 Hebrew of a.dog 
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DEUTERONOMY 28:22 

cortainty demanel itofyou and you will be guilty of 

sin, 2Rut ie you remain Fron making a@ vow, you 

will not be guilty, !Whatever your ps utter you 
you made your Vow 

with your own mouth 


must be sure to do, becaus 
freely to the Lore your God 
NIP you enter your neighbor's vineyard, you 
may eat all the grapes You want, but do not pat 
aay ty your basket “IE you enter your neighbor's 
graingield, vou may plek Kernels with your hands, 
Bat vou mast not pata stekte (NES SUNN BEN, 
ie a man marries a woman who becomes 


24 displeasing ty him because he finds some 
thing indeoent about her, and he writes her a cer 
tifteate of divoree, gives itt her and sends her 
trom his house, Aod if after she leaves his house 
she becomes the wite of another man, Mind her 
seound Nustwnd distikes her and writes her a cep 
tifleate of diverse, gives it to her and sends her 
suse or ie he dies, “then her first hus: 
divorced her, is not allowed to marry 
eshe has been defiled. That would be 
he eves of the Lorn, Do not bring sin 
the Lorn your God is giving you as 


trom his 


band, w 


wy has recently married, he must not be 
) waror have any other duty laid on him, For 
he ts fo be free to stay at home and bring 
ss the wife he has married 

Ae a pair of millstones-—not even the 
ws security for a debt, because that 
Ning a man’s livelihood as security: 
ght kidnapping one of his brother 
ts him as a slave or sells him, the 
re. You must purge the evil tram 


prous® diseases be very careful to 
Who are Levites, instruct 

erally what have com: 
mber what the Larp your 
long the way after you came 


make a loan of any kind to your 

SO UNO his house to get what heis 
May outside and let the man 
Ww the loan bring the pledge 

Poor, do NOt go to sleep 
Possession. MReturn his 
* so that he may sleep in it 
X YOU and it will be regarded as 


for loans 
teronomy set limits an BS se 


Re 2 «4 


tof the Lory God. 
a righteous act in the sigh! Hig a 
er Inraclite 


to the Loxp against you, and you will be 


a uit to death for thelr ehil> 


JoFathers shall not be py 
dren, nor children put to death for their fathers; 


each is to die for his own sin, 

WDo not deprive the alien or the fatherless of 
justice, or take the cloak of the wido a R. 
WWRemember that you were slaves in and the 
Loxp your God redeemed you from there, That 
why | command you to do this, 

‘When you are harvesting in your field and att 
overlook a sheaf, do not go back to get it, Leave i 
tor the alien, the fatherless and the widow, #0 that 
the Loxp your God may bless you in all the work of 
your hands, “When you beat the olives from your 
trees, do not go over the branches a second time, 
Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless 
and the widow, *!When you harvest the grapes in 
your virteyard, do not go over the vines again, 
Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless 
and the widow, “Remember that you were slaves 
in Egypt, That is why | command you to do this, 
2 5 When men have a dispute, they are to take it 

to court and the judges will decide the case, 
acquitting the innocent and condemning the 
guilty, “it the guilty man deserves to be beaten, the 
judge shall make him lie down and have him 
Hogged in his presence with the number of lashes 
his crime deserves, Sbut he must not give him 
more than forty lashes, If he is flogged more than 
that, vour brother will be degraded in your eyes, 

i hot muzzle an ox while it is treading out the fF 
grain, 

Sit brothers are living to; ther them 
dies without a son, Ns wien Dic Nicene 
outside the family, Her husband's brother shall 
take her and marry her and fulfill the duty of a 
brotherin-law to her, 6The first son she bears shall 
<arry on the name of the dead brother so that his 
es. Will not be blotted out from Israel 

lowever, if a man di : 
brother's wife, she shall g go to eemnerre an 
ae Sate and say, “My husband's brother refuses 
y carry i h 
Try On his brother's name in Israel, He will 


him. If he persists in saying, “I do not want to 
ry her,” °his brother's widow shall go up to 
jim in the presence of the elders, take off one of 
his sandals, spit in his face and say, “This is what 
js done to the man who will not build up his broth- 
ex's family line 10That man’s line shall be known 
in Israe| as The Family of the Unsandaled. 
ly pvo men are fighting and the wife of one of 
them comes to rescue her husband from his assail- 
ant, and she reaches out and seizes him by his 
private parts i2you shall cut off her hand. Show 
her no pity 
Ni hie have two differing weights in your bag 
one heavy, one light. 14Do not have two differ- 
ing measures in your house—one large, one small. 
i5You must have accurate and honest weights and 
measures, so that you may live long in the land the 
Lorp your God is giving you. 16For the Lorp your 
God detests anyone who does these things, any- 
one who deals dishonestly 
I"Remember what the Amalekites did to you 
1g the way when you came out of Egypt. 
isWhen you were weary and worn out, they met 
you on your journey and cut off all who were 
lagging behind; they had no fear of God. 'SWhen 


the Lorp your God gives you rest from all the 
enemies around you in the land he is giving you to 
possess as an inheritance, you shall blot out the 


memory of Amalek from under heaven. Do not 
forget! 


Firstfruits and Tithes 


26 When you have entered the land the Lorp 
your God is giving you as an inheritance 
and have taken possession of it and settled in it, 
take some of the firstfruits of all that you produce 
from the soil of the land the Lorp your God is 
giving you and put them in a basket. Then go to 
the place the Lorp your God will choose as a 
dwelling for his Name 3and say to the priest in 
office at the time, “I declare today to the Lorp your 
God that I have come to the land the Lorp swore to 
our forefathers to give us.” 4The priest shall take 
the basket from your hands and set it down in 
front of the altar of the Lorp your God. 5Then you 
shall declare before the Lorp your God: “My fa- 
ther was a wandering Aramean, and he went 
down into Egypt with a few people and lived there 
and became a great nation, powerful and numer- 
ous. 6But the Egyptians mistreated us and made us 
suffer, putting us to hard labor. 7Then we cried out 
to the Lorp, the God of our fathers, and the Lorp 
heard our voice and saw our misery, toil and op- 
pression. 8So the Lorp. brought us out of Egypt 
witha mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with 
great terror and with miraculous signs and won- 
ders. 9He brought us to this place and gave us this 
land, a land flowing with milk and honey; l0and 
now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, O 
Lorp, have given me.” Place the basket before the 
Lorp your God and bow down before him. UAnd 
you and the Levites and the aliens among you shall 
rejoice in all the good things the Lorp your God 
has given to you and your household. 


27 Traditionally peace offerings 
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DEUTERONOMY 27:10 
"When you have finished setting aside a tenth 
ofall your produce in the third year, the year of the 
tithe, you shall give it to the Levite, the alien, the 
fatherless and the widow, so that they may eat in 
your towns and be satisfied. 3Then say to the 
Lorp your God: “I have removed from my house 
the sacred portion and have given it to the Levite, 
the alien, the fatherless and the widow, according 
to all you commanded. I have not turned aside 
from your commands nor have I forgotten any of 
them. 14] have not eaten any of the sacred portion 
while I was in mourning, nor have I removed any 
of it while I was unclean, nor have I offered any of 
it to the dead. I have obeyed the Lorp my God; I 
have done everything you commanded me. 
1SLook down from heaven, your holy dwelling 
place, and bless your people Israel and the land 
you have given us as you promised on oath to our 
forefathers, a land flowing with milk and honey.” 


Follow the Lorp’s Commands 


1éThe Lorp your God commands you this day to — 
follow these decrees and laws; carefully observe 
them with all your heart and with all your soul. 
17You have declared this day that the Lorp is your 
God and that you will walk in his ways, that you 
will keep his decrees, commands and laws, and 
that you will obey him. 18And the Lorp has de- 
clared this day that you are his people, his trea- 
sured possession as he promised, and that you are 
to keep all his commands. !9He has declared that 
he will set you in praise, fame and honor high 
above all the nations he has made and that you will 
be a people holy to the Lorp your God, as he 
promised. 


The Altar on Mount Ebal 


2 Moses and the elders of Israel commanded 
the people: “Keep all these commands that 

give you today. 2When you have crossed the Jor- 
dan into the land the Lorp your God is giving you, 
set up some large stones and coat them with plas- 
ter. 3Write on them all the words of this law when 
you have crossed over to enter the land the Lorp 
your God is giving you, a land flowing with milk 
and honey, just as the Lorp, the God of your 
fathers, promised you. 4And when you have 
crossed the Jordan, set up these stones on Mount 
Ebal, as | command you today, and coat them with 
plaster. *Build there an altar to the Lorp your God, 
an altar of stones. Do not use any iron tool upon 
them. Build the altar of the Lorp your God with 
fieldstones and offer burnt offerings on it to the - 
Lorp your God. 7Sacrifice fellowship offerings# 
there, eating them and rejoicing in the presence of 
the Lorp your God. 8And you shall write very 
clearly all the words of this law on these stones you 
have set up.” 
Curses From Mount Ebal 

9Then Moses and the priests,"who are Levites, 
said to all Israel, “Be silent, O Israel, and listen! 
You have now become the people of the Lorp your 
God. 19Obey the Loxp your God and follow his 
commands and decrees that I give you today.” 
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DEUTERONOMY 27:11 k 
On the same day Moses commanded the 


ee you have Rieenes tee Oe sae 
shall stand on Mount Gerizii 
Semcon Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph ss 
penamih 13nd these tribes shall erates pes 
Ebal to pronounce oe Reuben, Gad, 4 
bulun, Dan and Nap! tali. 
mae Levites shall recite to all the people of 
Israel in a loud voice: 
image 
15“Cursed is the man who carves an imi 
or casts an idol—a thing detestable fo809 
Lorp, the work of the craftsman’s hands— 


d sets it up in secret.” * ‘a 
Then a the people shall say, “Amen! 


——_—__———_ 


27:12 A Task for Joshua 

Joshua carried out Moses’ instructions for these 
blessings and curses, as recorded in Joshua 
8:31-35. Mount Ebal had special significance for 
the Israelites, who believed that Abraham first 
worshiped God near here after receiving the 
original promise of the land (Genesis 15). 


1eCursed is the man who dishonors his 
his mother.” i ' 
Shen all the people shall oe 
17Cursed is the man who moves 
inda stone.” “ Wa 
— ee alithe people shall ae Resin fen 
18Cursed is the man who Teas 
ae shall ee 
ra ho wil justice 
vm the alien, the hatherless or the widow 


lien, the fatherles' Hp 
peas pete me acpi shall say, “Amen!” 


‘ursed with his 
20"C is the man who sleeps 
father’s wife, for he dishonors his father’s 


“i Then all the people shall say, “Amen!” 
21”Cursed is the man who has sexual rela- 


tions with any animal.” . 3 
™ ath all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 


22”Cursed is the man who sleeps with his 
sister, the alighter of his father or the daugh- 


ter of his mother.” ¥ ry 
3 Then all the people shall say, “Amen! 


23Cursed is the man who sleeps with his 
mother-in-law.”’ 
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A Scent of Doom 
All were jubilant, except one man Ps 


Because you did not serve the Loro your God joyfully and 
in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and dire poverty, you wil 
you. 28:47-48 : 
0" habits die hard. This is the lesson of Deuteronomy. The story of a prisoner illustrates it, This 
man served 33 years in prison before he was released, He was 58 years old when he stepped 

out of jail, having served three terms for robbery. His hair had turned Bray, and most of his 
friends had died. 

For a while this old man tried to live a life that was within the law. But one afternoon, while 
watching a cinema about a train robbery, he was inspired to 80 back to his life of crime. He 
masterminded six train robberies in a row, stopping the trains, holding up the Passengers, and 


gladly in the time of prosperity, therefore 
serve the enemies the Loro sends against 


They failed. That failure caused them to s; i 

: Pend 40 years wande: i il 
decades were like.an ‘mprisonment or probation panel Now, "figally sre > release 
come. They can enter the Promised land. 2 ogee - 
Moses Pulls out the Stops . 


For 40 years Moses had led the crank: i 
endured thane ose® enky assortment of tribes. He had listened to thei 8rumbling, 
rk fos ag Survived their insurrections, Now he had one last chance maten them 


You cannot read the last cha 
Wy pters of Deuter i 
hopelessness in Moses’ words, The Israelites’ settling oe eaten A daletul se 


ws DEUTERONOMY a8: ‘ 


hen all the people shall say, Ament" SYour basket andl your Kiveadtinig, ough 
shis the man who kills his neighbor be blessed ous ° 
SYou will be blessed when you came 
viethe pepe shall say, “Ament! Dlessedt when you go oUt, bias bs 
xen peraaay piano 2" THe Lory will great ANat tho enemids Who tise 
sa he people shall say, “Amen! we alist you will bo defeated betore you, 
( s the man who does not uphold aS pS en from one direction but fee: trom 
t this law by carrying them out.” « : 
vice ss tS Ag . The Lory will send a on arin 
yall th ple shall say, “Ament Wesaing on your t 
the people shall say, “Amen! andlor everything you put your hand ts, The Lown 
Biessings for Obedience yr God will bless you tv the land he ts giving 


> Ir you fully obey the Loxp your God and “The Lop will establish you as his holy people, 
28 jully follow all his commands Lgive you 4S Ne promised you an oath, iE you keep the cone 
1y the Loxw your God will set vou high above Mandsof the Lord your God and walk in hic ways, 
ons on earth. [At these blessings will“ Thenall the peoples on earth will see that you are 
0 1) Vou and accompany vou if you obey — Salled by the name of the Lop, and they will fear 
the Laub your Ge be you, Ht The Lory will grant you abundant prosper: 
itye=in the fruit of your womb, the young of your 

You will be blessed in the city and blessed livestock and the crops of your Noameath the - 

n the country land he swore to your forefathers to give you, 
The fruit of your womb will be blessed, "The Loo will open the heavens, the store: 
ind the crops of your land and the young of house of his bounty, to send rain on your land in, 
your livestockthe calves of your herds and season and to bless all the work of your hands, 
he lambs of your flocks You will lend to many nations but will borrow 


é 
4 
<i 
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nemories forever, It actually took place after Moses’ death, as recorded in Joshua 8:3035. 

Representatives from all the tribes climbed two mountains, with a narrow valley in between, These 

designated speakers shouted out curses and press on the Israelites (see 11) 26-82) 27-28), AS 

they entered the new land, their ears rang with the dissonance of wondertul blessings and horrific 

curses 5 

Future Terrors p Noah x 

Moses starkly summarized the future of the Jewish race, They would, he said, have & es ; 


mind, eyes weary with longing, and a despairing heart. You will live in conan uspense, : 
with dread both night and day, never sure of your life, In the morning you will ay ‘It only it were 
evening! and in the evening, ‘If only it were morning!"—because of the terror that will {ill your 
hearts and the sights that your eyes will see” (28:65-67), His descriptions of their future are m4 
unmatched for their horror. 


. roe 
just in case the Israelites didn’t get the message, Moses taught them a song given him 


28 OSS 
by God 
(chapter 32), It became a kind of national anthem, memorized by everyone an Uiiceeess td 
marched into Canaan, But the song is like no other national anthem, It has virtually no words of - 
encouragement or hope, only doom. . 

Moser Knew thet even the promised land would not change his naapins ingenned habits of 
lisobeying God, They would fail in the promised land, just as they had failed in the wilderness, 
He concluded his farewell speech to the people with these words, “They are not justidle word nlf eds 
for you—they are your life” (32:47). And then on that same day he ascended a mountain to dig. 
He had been forbidden by God to cross into Canaan because of his own disobedience, rake 

This sad final scene may have made the strongest impression of all, No one could get away with — 
rebellion against God—not even Moses, “whom the Loxo knew face to face” (34:10), 


Lite Questions; Why do you think the Bible includes accounts of big failures like barrergsy AY es! - 
Lams 


experienced a repeated failure: a sin or problem that keeps returning, no matter what you do 
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DEUTERONOMY 28:13 cad ait cured. 27The Lono will aff eal Spee 
‘The Lorp will make you the eae ote ane consi of min tn ide 
from none ‘; pay attention to the comman\ is nese re aie i pin the 
not the tail. If Lia 8 that I give you this day an 4 y ere © abou esful in man : 
of the Loap your God you will always be ee do, day after day you wit Pes ene 
carefully folle ym. 4Do not turn aside fr 3 ter ey ara , Sn 
top, never at the bo Tele na today, to the right robbed, ye  Teaeeato Be ; 4 toaw : 
a the a following other gods and serving aya bat geiegers and ravish Ber You wi 
or to the left, ays avish Her 
but you will no ite 
dl build a house, vacibegin 
. jant a vineyard, but you will not e re 


Curses for Disobedience 
‘ou do not obey the Lore your 


follow all his commands 
| these curses: 


isHowever, if y 
God and do not carefully f 
decrees | am giving you today, all 


and 
come upon you and overtake you 


will 
city rsed 
leYou will be cursed in the city and cu 
in the country 
I7Your basket and your kn 


will be cursed 
\The fruit of your womb will be cursed, 


and the crops of your land, and the calves of 
your herds and the lambs of your flocks. 

19You will be cursed when you come in and 
cursed when you go out 


eading trough 


“~The Lorp will send on you curses, confusion 
and rebuke in everything you put your hand to, 
until you are destroyed and come to sudden ruin 
because of the evil you have done in forsaking 


The Lorp will plague you with diseases 
intil he has destroyed you from the land you are 
entering to possess. 22The Lorp will strike you 
with wasting disease, with fever and inflamma- 
tion, with scorching heat and drought, with blight 
nd mildew, which will plague you until you per- 
ish. 3The sky over your head will be bronze, the 
ground beneath you iron, 24The Lorp will turn the 
rain of your country into dust and powder; it will 
come down from the skies until you are destroy- 
ed 
‘The Lorn will cause you to be defeated before 
your enemies. You will come“at them from one 
direction but flee from them in seven, and you will 
become a thing of horror to all the kingdoms on 


earth. 26Your carcasses will be food for all the birds 
of the air and the beasts of the earth, and there will 
be no one to frighten them away. 27The Lorp will 


afflict you with the boils of Egypt and with tumors, 
festering sores and the itch, from which you can- 


a 
28:20 Scattered Abroad 


Moses warned that, if the Israelites failed to ol 
God’s law, they would be uprooted from the pes 
land and scattered all over the earth. “You will 
become a thing of horror and an object of scorn 
and ridicule to all the nations where the Loo will 
drive you,” Moses warned (verse 37). At least three 
times in history this kind of dispersion of Jews 
(called Diaspora) took place on a massive scale. 
Assyria, Babylon, and finally the Roman Empire 


invaded the homel 
them far abroaiil land of the Jews and scattered 


ee ee 


#20 Hebrew me 


31Your ox will be slaughtered before 
i will eat none of it. Your donkey 


you and . 


enjoy ebeie ae 
your eyes, but y' 

i forcibly taken from you 
wiummed, Your sheep will be given yeu aha 
mies, and no one will rescue them. on 
and daughters will be given to another pa da 
you will wear es oe aaa pager ‘ople that 

to lifta . 
atten oye Ls a wil eat what your land and labor 
you do no : but cruel op- 
produce, and you will have nothing adhe 
pression all your days. >The sights you , 
drive you mad. The Lorp will afflict Crate 
and legs with painful boils that cannot tt ae 
spreading from the soles of your feet to lop 
our head. ‘ 

y The Lorp will be ete. and rs be i Hee 
over you to a nation unknown to rf 
aie There you will worship other gods, gods 
of wood and stone. 37You will become a thing of 
horror and an object of scorn and ridicule to all the 
nations where the Lorp will drive you. 

38You will sow much seed in the field but you 
will harvest little, because locusts will devour it. 
39You will plant vineyards and cultivate them but 
you will not drink the wine or gather the grapes, 
because worms will eat them. 40You will have olive 
trees throughout your country but you will not use 
the oil, because the olives will drop off. 41You will 
have sons and daughters but you will not keep 
them, because they will go into captivity. 
#2Swarms of locusts will take over all your trees 
and the crops of your land. g 

“The alien who lives among you will rise above 
you higher and higher, but you will sink lower and 
lower. “He will lend to you, but you will not lend 
nek He will be the head, but you will be the 
fall. 

45Al these curses will come upon you. They will 
pursue you and overtake you until you are de- 
stroyed, because you did not obey the Lorp your 
God and observe the commands and decrees he 
gave you. “They will be a sign and a wonder to 
you and your descendants forever, 47Because you 
did not serve the Lorp your God joyfully and 
gladly in the time of prosperity, 48herefore in hun- 
ser and thirst, in nakedness and dire poverty, yo: 
will serve the enemies the Lorp sends againeeyo 


He will put an iron yoke on your neck until he has" 


destroyed you. 
The Lorp will bring a nation agai: ob 
ains| from 
far away, from the ends of the ag om eagle 
Swooping down, a nation whose language you 
will not understand, 50q fierce-looking rian 
without respect for the old or pity 
: Uh eal 
AC eee 


for the young. 


3 


175 DEUTERONOMY 29:19 
will devour the young of your livestockand Renewal of the Covenant ‘ 


cevour land until yeu are destroyed, These are the terms of the covenant the 
t Py eave you NO grainy new wine or oil, nor 29 Lorp commanded Moses to make with the 
ves of your Reta of ates flocks jgraelites in Moab, in addition to the covenant he 
Nrare ruined: 2 They will lay siee had made with them at Horeb. . 


‘ut your land until the hi h fortified 5 
by ne - * pe ie awn They will be- 2Moses summoned all the Israelites and said to 


‘es throughout the land the Lorp them: 
javing you Your eyes have seen all that the Lorp did in 
«of the suffering that your enemy will Egypt to Pharaoh, to all his officials and to all his 
ing the siege, you will eat the land. 3With your own eyes you saw those great 
vvomb, the flesh of the sons anddaugh- _ trials, those miraculous signs and great wonders. 
» your God has given you SiEven the  *But to this day the Lorp has not given you a mind 
ente and sensitive man among you will that understands or eyes that see or ears that hear. 
jmpassion on his own brother or the wife SDuring the forty years that I led you through the 
s, his surviving children, Sand he will not desert, your clothes did not wear out, nor did the 
one of them any of the flesh of his children sandals on your feet, “You ate no bread and drank 
js eating. It will be all he has left because of no wine or other fermented drink. | did this so that 
he suffering your enemy will inflict on you during, you might know that I am the Lorp your God. 
yall your cities. The most gentle and 7When you reached this place, Sihon king of 
itive ‘man among you—so sensitive and Heshbon and Og king of Bashan came out to fight 
centile that she would not venture to touch the against us, but we defeated them. 8We took their 
und with the sole of her foot—will begrudge _ land and gave it as an inheritance to the Reuben- 
band she loves and her own son or daugh- _ ites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 
the afterbirth from her womb and the chil- 9Carefully follow the terms of this covenant, so 
on she bears. For she intends to eat them secretly that you may prosper in everything you do. All 
juring the siege and in the distress that your ene- of you are standing today in the presence of the 
my will infhet on you in your cities. Lorp your God—your leaders and chief men, your 
iy you do not carefully follow all the words of elders and officials, and all the other men of Israel, 
law, which are written in this book, and do not ltogether with your children and your wives, and 
e this glorious and awesome name—the the aliens living in your camps who chop your 
Lorp your God— 5%the Lorp will send fearful wood and carry your water. 12You are standing 
plagues on you and your descendants, harsh and here in order to enter into a covenant with the 
prolonged disasters, and severe and lingering ill- | Lorp your God, a covenant the Lorp is making 
ne i} le will bring upon you all the diseases of with you this day and sealing with an oath, to 
Egypt that you dreaded, and they willclingto you. confirm you this day as his people, that he may be 
The Lorp will also bring on you every kind of | your God as he promised you and as he swore to 
ickness and disaster not recorded in this Book of |= Your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. "I am 
the Law, until you are destroyed. &2You who were making this covenant, with its oath, not only with 
sumerous as the stars in the sky will be left but you !5who are standing here with us today in the 
ow innumber, because you did not obey the Lorp presence of the Lorp our God but also with those 
your God. ‘Just as it pleased the Lorp to make | who are not here today. 
you prosper and increase in number, so it will 16You yourselves know how we lived in Egypt 
please him to ruin and destroy you You will be and how we passed through the countries on the 
uprooted from the land you are entering to pos- —_ way here, 17You saw among them their detestable 
sess. images and idols of wood and stone, of silver and 
Then the Lorp will scatter you among all na- gold. 18Make sure there is no man or woman, clan 
tions, from one end of the earth to the other. There or tribe among you today whose heart turns away 
vou will worship other gods—gods of wood and from the Lorp our God to go and worship the gods 
stone, which neither you nor your fathers have of those nations; make sure there is no root among 
known, Among those nations you will find no you that produces such bitter poison. 
repose, no resting place for the sole of your foot. 19When such a. person hears)the words of this 
There the Lorp will give you an anxious mind, _ oath, he invokes a blessing onhimself and there- 
eyes weary with longing, and a despairing heart. fore thinks, “I will be safe, even though I persist in 
You will live in constant suspense, filled with going my own way.” This will bring disaster on 
dread both night and day, never sure of your life. 
67In the morning you will say, “If only it were 
evening!” and in the evening, “Tf only it were 29:5 Miracles in the Desert 
morning!”"—because of the terror that will fill your The Sinai peninsula was a harsh place, and the 
hearts and the sights that your eyes will see. The gible records the Israelites’ problems ‘with food 
Lorp will send you back in ships to Egyptona and water supplies. But, as these verses 5 and 6 
journey I said you should never make again. There — show, God cared for his people there, givi them 
you will offer yourselves for sale to your enemies daily food and drink and even making sure : 
as male and female slaves, but no one will buy clothes did not wear out. 
you. 


mn you dur 


DEUTERONOMY 29:20 
yell as the dry.# The Lorp 
0 forgive him; his wrath ant 
na] will burn against that man. All the 4 ne 
written in this book will fall upon him, an am 
le will blot out his name from under, pe 
2:The Lorp will single him out from all the a te 
Israel for disaster, according to all the curses 
covenant written in this Book of the ~~ jute 
2 cl en who follow you in late - 
ibe ase sah come from distant lands 
‘mities that have fallen on the land 
e diseases with which the Lorp has afflicted 
The whole land will be a burning waste of salt 
sulfur—nothing planted, nothing sprouting. 
egetation growing on it. It will be like the 
tion of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and 
n, which the Lorp overthrew in fierce an= 
ll the nations will ask: “Why has the LORD 
his to this land? Why this fierce, burning 


the watered land as ¥ 
will never be willing t 


will see the 
and 


it 


nd the answer will be: “It is because this 
pec abandoned the covenant of the Lorp, the 
God of their fathers, the covenant he made with 
them when he brought them out of Egypt. 2They 
went off and worshiped other gods and bowed 
gods they did not know, gods he 
em. 27Therefore the Lorp’s anger 
t this land, so that he brought on it 
rses written in this book. 28In furious 
great wrath the Lorp uprooted them 
and and thrust them into another land, 


to the 


ow 
secret things belong to the Lorp our God, 
hings revealed belong to us and to our 
forever, that we may follow all the words 
Ww 


Prosperity After Turning to the Lorp 

When all these blessings and curses I have 
3 set before you come upon you and you take 
them to heart wherever the Lorp your God dis- 
perses you among the nations, 2and when you and 
your children return to the Lorp your God and 
obey him with all your heart and with all your soul 
according to everything I command you today, 
*then the Lorp your God will restore your for- 
tunes’ and have compassion on you and gather 
you again from all the nations where he scattered 
you. 4Even if you have been banished to the most 
distant land under the heavens, from there the 
Lorp your God will gather you and bring you 
back. He will bring you to the land that belonged 
to your fathers, and you will take Possession of it. 
He will make you more Prosperous and numerous 
than your fathers. 6The Lorp your God will cir- 
cumcise your hearts and the hearts of your de- 
scendants, so that you may love him with all your 
heart and with all your soul, and live. 7The Lorp 
your God will put all these curses on your enemies 
who hate and persecute you. 8You will again obey 

the Lorp and follow all his commands I am givin; 
you today. ‘Then the Lorp your God will ate 
at most prosperous in all the work of your hands 
and in the fruit of your womb, the young of your 


“19 Or way, m order to add drunkenness to thirst a 


*3 Or will bring you back from captivity 


176 


c sil “ 
livestock and the crops of your lan 

again by in Re tal are ee PFS ‘ 
just as he delight mands 

the Lorp your God and keep See t Me 


jecrees t written 
decrees that ary ‘fp yout God with all your heart 


and with all your soul. 
The Offer of Life or Death 


mmanding you today 
yaaa nd your reach, Mit is 


LNow wi pats 
difficult for yor beyo ae 
be up in heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who - 


ill ascend into heaven to get itand itto 
is so we may obey it?” !3Nor is it beyond the “ 
so that you have to ask, “Who will cross the sat, 
get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey i 
MNo, the word is very near you; ith : is your mou! 
and in your heart so you may 0! . 

See. I set before you today life and prosperity, 
death and destruction, !6For | command you 
to love the Lorv your God, to walk in his ways, 
and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then 
you will live and increase, and the Loxp your God 
will bless you in the land you are entering to pos- 
sess. 
1But if your heart turns away and you are not 
obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down 
to other gods and worship them, !8I declare to you 
this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You 
will not live long in the land you are crossing the 
Jordan to enter and possess. 

19This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses 
against you that I have set before you life and 
death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so 
that you and your children may live and that you 
may love the Lorp your God, listen to his voice, 
and hold fast to him. For the Lorp is your life, and 
he will give you many years in the land he swore to 
give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. ~ 


Joshua to Succeed Moses 


31 Then Moses went out and spoke these 
words to all Israel: 21 am now a hundred 
and twenty years old and I am no longer able to 
lead you. The Lorp has said to me, ‘You shall'not 
cross the Jordan.’ 3The Lorp your God himself will 
cross over ahead of you. He will destroy these 
nations before you, and you will take Possession of 
their land. Joshua also will cross over ahead of 
you, as the Lorp said. 4And the Lorp will do to 
them what he did to Sihon and Og, the kings of the 
Amorites, whom he destroyed along with their 
land. SThe Lorp will deliver them to you, and you 
must do to them all that I have commanded you. 
$Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or 
terrified because of them, for the Lorp your God 
leave you nor forsake 


proche ves Lorp swore to 
give them, and you must divide it 


« 


tp pou, be Will never leave you 
he tok te alta; des ran be dhe 


jing of the Law 
town this law and gave it te 
{ Levi, whe carried the ark of 
Ui « Lown, at all the elders of 


The Kea 


1h toe commanded them: “At the 
U on years, in the year tor canceling 
e tu Feast of Tabernacles, Vorhen all 


»ppeat belore the Loup your God at 
house, you shall read this law 
heir hearing. “Assemble the 
nand childrens, and the aliens 
i tow nese they can listen and learn 
van your God and follow carefully all 
itthis law. UTheir children, who do not 
wv, must hear it and learn to fear the 
a» long as you live in the land you 
ing the Jordan to possess,” 


Ioracl’s Rebellion Predicted 


1 Lowy said to Moses, “Now the day of your 
vor Call Joshua and present yourselves 
ent of Meeting, where | will commission 
Moses and Joshua came and presented 
at the Tent of Meeting 
the Lowy appeared at the Tent in a pillar 
J, and the cloud stood over the entrance to 
*And the Loup said to Moses: “You are 
rest with your fathers, and these people 
on prostitu nselves to foreign gods 
of the land they are entering. They will forsake me 
and break the covenant | made with them. 70n 
that day | will become angry with them and for- 
sake them, | will hide my face from them, and they 
| be destroyed. Many disasters and difficulties 
will come upon them, and on that day they will 
isk, ‘Have not these disasters come upon us be- 
suse our God is not with us?’ And I will cer- 
ic ny faee on that day because of all their 
{ness in turning to other gods. 
w write down for yourselves this song and 
) the Israelites and have them sing it, so 
that it may be a witness for me against them. 
When | have brought them into the land flowing 
with milk and honey, the land | promised on.gath 
'o their forefathers, and when they eat their fill and 
thrive, they will turn to other gods and worship 
them, rejecting me and breaking my covenant. 
ind when many disasters and difficulties come 
ipon them, this song will testify against them, 
because it will not be forgotten by their descend- 
ants. | know what they are disposed to do, even 
before | bring them into the land | promised them 
on oath.” 2S0 Moses wrote down this song that 
day and taught it to the Israelites. 
2The Loxp gave this command to Joshua son of 
Nun: “Be strong and courageous, for you will 
bring the Israelites into the land | promised them 
on oath, and | myself will be with you.” 
%4After Moses finished writing in a book the 
words of this law from beginning to end, She gave 


teach it t 


+5 Or Corrupt are they and not his children, | # generation warped and trewsted to their shame — 


4 Masoretic Text; Dead Sea Scrolis (see also Septuagint) sons of God 


not 
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ie 
HH 
HT 
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Hil 
at 
Hi 
| 
HE 
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32 ees leet ee eerie tos + 
hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. _ 
Let my teaching, fall Vike rain payee 
and my words descend Whe dew, 
like showers on new grass, ol ad 
like abundant rain on tender plants, 
41 will prociaim the name of the Loao. 
Oh, praise the greatness of our Godt 
sHe is the Rock, his works are perfect, 
and all his ways are just. 8 jal 
A faithful God who does no wrong, te 
upright and justishe, 
SThey have acted corruptly toward him; = 
to their shame they are no longer his. 
children, . 


consider the generations long past. 
Ask your father and he will tell you, a 

your elders, and will explain to es 
*When the Most High gave the c 

when he divided all Mes! 
he set up boundaries for the “Sohn IGE 

according to the number of FET 

a. io he poaalee io $< 

9For the Loxp’'s portion | 8 iari3 tes 

Jacob his allotted inheritance. ine Foes 
Win a desert land hefoundhim, =~ 

in a barren “ 
He shielded him and cared for hum; 


DEUTERONOMY 92)12 1% 


that spread its winge fo cateh then 
ancl carries Then on (hh pining, 
V the Lown alone ted hin) 
ho foreign yd wan with bin 


Uble mace him ride on the heights of the land 
and fod hin with (he froitot the felde, 
He nourished hin with honey from the rock, 

and with oll fron the flinty era, 
Mwith curds and milk from herd and flock 
and with fattened lambs and goats, 
with choice fan of Bashan 
and the finest keonels of wheat 
You drank the foaming blood of the grape. 


Meshurun’ grew fat and kicked; 
filled with food, he became heavy and sleek, 
He abandoned the God who made him 
and rejected the Rock his Savior 
leThey made him jealous with their foreign gods 
and angered hin with their detestable idols, 
They sacrificed to demons, which are not 
God 
sods they had not known, 
gods that recently appeared, 
gods your fathers did not fear, 
i8You deserted the Rock, who fathered you; 
you forgot the God who gave you birth, 


The Lorp saw this and rejected them 
because he was angered by his sons and 
daughters. 
20“ will hide my face-from them,” he said, 
“and see what their end will be; 
for they are a perverse generation, 
children who are unfaithful, 
21They made me jealous by what is no god 
and angered me with their worthless idols. _ 
I will make them envious by those who are not z 


a people; : _ — . 
‘WThe Loxn will judge his Pes: 


I will make them angry by a nation that has 7a 
no understanding.” oot 
22For a fire has been Kindled by my wrath, ss When he sees their strength is 
one that burns to the realm of death" below. 
It will devour the earth and its harvests 
and set afire the foundations of the 
mountains. 


23] will heap calamities upon them ' 
and spend my arrows against them. 

24] will send wasting famine against them, 
consuming pestilence and deadly plague; 


— 


32:11 Mixed Emotions pay 
“ q incl lear me 
‘Oh, that their hearts would be it Situs ik misht 


and keep all my commands alway m 

go well with them and their children forever!” God 
had said about the Israelites (5:29). The tender 
words of the song in this express God’s 
true love for them. And yet the song, Seas 
words of dreadful realism as well. God knew 
Israelites would fail him, and this song would 
“testify against them” when they turned away 


from him (31:21). 


415 Jeshurun means the upright one, that is, Israel. 


179 DEUTERONOMY 33:21 
+Rejoice, © nations, with his people,«" to the man you favored, x 
for he will Avenge the blood of his servants; You tested him at Massah; 
he will take Vengeance on his enemies you contended with him at the waters of 
and make atonement for his land and Meribah, 
people °He said of his father and mother, vat 
“Moses came with Joshua’ son of Nun and Thave no regard for them.” 
ie ; He did not recognize his brothers 
spoke all the words of this song in the hearing of or acknowledge his own children, 


‘When Moses finished reciting all 


the people 

these words to all Israel, 4he said to them, “Take 
to heart all the words I have solemnly declared to 
you this day, so that you may command your chil- 
dren to obey carefully all the words of this law 
“They are not just idle words for you—they are 
your life. By them you will live long in the land you 


are crossing the Jordan to possess.” 


Moses to Die on Mount Nebo 

‘On that same day the Lorp told Moses, 49”“Go 
up into the Abarim Range to Mount Nebo in Moab, 
across from Jericho, and view Canaanf the land | 
am giving the Israelites as their own possession. 
“There on the mountain that you have climbed 
you will die and be gathered to your people, just as 
your brother Aaron died on Mount Hor and was 
gathered to his people. 5!This is because both of 
you broke faith with me in the presence of the 
Israelites at the waters of Meribah Kadesh in the 
Desert of Zin and because you did not uphold my 
holiness among the Israelites. 5?Therefore, you 
will see the land only from a distance; you will not 
enter the land I am giving to the people of Israel.” 


Moses Blesses the Tribes 
This is the blessing that Moses the man of 
33 God pronounced on the Israelites before his 
death. 2He said: 
“The Lorp came from Sinai 
and dawned over them from Seir; 
he shone forth from Mount Paran, 
He came with4 myriads of holy ones 
from the south, from his mountain slopes.¢ 
3Surely it is you who love the people; 
all the holy ones are in your hand 
At your feet they all bow down, 
and from you receive instruction, 
ithe law that Moses gave us, 
the possession of the assembly of Jacob, 


He was king over Jeshurun/ 
when the leaders of the people assembled, 
along with the tribes of Israel. 

6Let Reuben live and not die, 
nors his men be few.” 


’And this he said about Judah; 


‘Hear, O Lorp, the cry of Judah; 


bring him to his people. : 
With his own hands he defends his cause. 


Oh, be his help against his foes!”’ 
SAbout Levi he said: 
“Your Thummim and Urim belong 


"43 Or Make his people rejoice, O nations 
worship him 44 Hebrew Hoshea, a variant of Joshua 


uncertain 


"43 Masoretic Text; 


15 Jeshurun means the upright one, that is, Israel; 


but he watched over your word 
and guarded your covenant. 
\0He teaches your precepts to Jacob 
and your law to Israel. 
He offers incense before you 
and whole burnt offerings on your altar. 
M Bless all his skills, O Lorp, » 
and be pleased with the work of his hands. 
Smite the loins of those who rise up against 


him; 
strike his foes till they rise no more.’ 
12About Benjamin he said: 


“Let the beloved of the Lorb rest secure in 
him, 
for he shields him all day long, 
and the one the Lorp loves rests between his 
shoulders.” ~ 
13About Joseph he said: 
“May the Lorp bless his land 
with the precious dew from heaven above 
and with the deep waters that lie below; 
l4with the best the sun brings forth 
and the finest the moon can yield; 
\5with the choicest gifts of the ancient mountains 
and the fruitfulness of the everlasting hills; 
léwith the best gifts of the earth and its fullness 
and the favor of him who dwelt in the 
burning bush. 
Let all these rest on the head of Joseph, 
on the brow of the prince among} his 
brothers. 
17In majesty he is like a firstborn bull; 
his horns are the horns of a wild ox. 
With them he will gore the nations, 
even those at the ends of the earth. 
Such are the ten thousands of Ephraim; 
such are the thousands of Manasseh.”” 


18About Zebulun he said: 


“Rejoice, Zebulun, in your going out, 
and you, Issachar, in your tents. 
19They will summon peoples to the mountain 
and there offer sacrifices of righteousness; 
they will feast on the abundance of the seas, 
on the treasures hidden in the sand.” 


20About Gad he said: 


“Blessed is he who enlarges Gad’s domain! 
Gad lives there like a lion, 
tearing at arm or head. 
21He chose the best land for himself; 
the leader’s portion was kept for him. 
When the heads of the people assembled, 
Septuagint, », and let all the 
Pray seepage, thes meaning of ae Tekeest ts he ped 
alsoinverse 26. #6 Orbutlet "16 Orof the one 


— 
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out the Loxp’s righteous will, 


apes ning Israel.” 


and his judgments conce! 


2 About Dan he said 


< abounding with the favor of the 
Lorp 

of his blessing? 

erit southward to the lake.” 


Asher he said 


d of sons is Asher, 
vored by his brothers, 

is feet in oil 

2s will be iron and bronze, 


gth will equal your days. 


t him be 


e the God of Jeshurun, 


jouds in his majesty: 
s your refuge, 


ut your enemy before you, 

him!’ 

e in safety alone; 

secure 

ain and new wine, 

heavens drop dew 

you, O Israel! 

e you, 

saved by the Lorp? 

ur shield and helper 

sr glorious sword. 

nemies will cower before you, 

you will trample down their high 
places.2” 


The Death of Moses 


34 n Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the 
plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, across 
from Jericho. There the Lorp showed him the 


“25 Or will tread upon their bodies "2 Thattis, the Mediterrane 


Negev and the whole region from the Valley 
Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as Zoat. isedion 
Lorp said to him, “This is the pane 1 PT id, ‘I 
oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jaco! wi 

will give it to your descendants,’ | have let YO" see 
it with your eyes, but you will not cross 


LL ied there 
f the Lord die 
5And Moses the servant 0 a iin. 


in Moab, as the Loxp had said. ¢He burt 
Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but vont 
day no one knows where his grave is. 7Moses ae 
a hundred and twenty years old when. he died, y' 
his eyes were not weak nor his strength gone. 
Israelites grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab 
thirty days, until the time of weeping and mourn- 
ing was over. 

°Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the 
spirit! of wisdom because Moses had laid his 
hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and 
did what the Lorp had commanded Moses. 

_ 10Since then, no prophet has: risen in Israel like 
Moses, whom the Lorp knew face to face, !'who 
did all those miraculous signs and wonders the 
Lorb sent him to do in Egypt—to Pharaoh and to 
all his officials and to his whole land. !?For no one 
has ever shown the mighty power or performed 
the awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of 
all Israel. 


—$——L TT 


34:4 Moses Gets a Preview 

To his great disappointment, Moses could not lead 
his people into the new land, for reasons 

mentioned in 32:48-52. But God allowed him a 
final look over all the promised land. And, in a very 
unexpected way, Moses did realize his dream of 
setting foot in the promised land. Over a tl 
pare returned with the prophet Elijah and 
visited with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration 
(Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9). i 


<6 Or He was buried 49 Or Spirit Sow 
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The Difference 40 Years Can Make 
They faced overwhelming Odds with renewed hope 


ot be terrified: do not be discouraged, for the Louw your God will be with you wherever you 


x 19 
0} the surface, not much had changed in 40 years, The band of refugeds pmerring Baie the 
Jordan River greatly resembled a similar horde from four decades before, They panicked 
once, Would they again? 
The Israelites still faced overwhelming odds, They had no chariots or even horses. They had 
only primitive arms, an untested new leader, and long-delayed marching orders from Gos, 


A New Spirit, a New Leader 
Yet, in another sense, everything had changed. Older Israelites with fearful, slave mentalities 


had died off in the desert—all the older generation except Joshua and Caleb, two legendary 
warriors. The new generation had decided to trust God, no matter what. In stark contrast to the 
spies in Numbers (13:31-33), Joshua's scouts brought back this report, “The Low has surely given 
the whole land into our hands; all the people are melting in fear because of us” (2724). 

The book of Joshua contains not a word about rebellion against a leader or Feit ey ie’ 
God. It is a good news book, a welcome relief from the discouraging tone of Numbers the 
fatalism of Deuteronomy. What a difference 40 years had made! 

ader of the Israelites, Joshua took on two main tasks. First, he was to 


As newly appointed le. 
direct a military campaign to take control of the land God had promised. Then, he would 
out the conquered land among all the tribes. 


Learning to Follow Instructions 
Once inside Canaan, the Israelites followed God's instructions precisely even when doing $0 
must have strained their faith to new limits. The residents of Jericho had shut themselves ind 
stone walls, awaiting the onslaught of the feared Israelites. But how did the Israelites spend their 
first week in Canaan? They built a stone monument to God, performed circumcision rituals, and 
held a Passover celebration. No conquering soo, had ever behaved in such a manner. 
Everything in Joshua seems handpicked to strike home the point that God was really in charge. 
Covering a period of approximately seven years, Joshua's 24 chapters devote only a few sentences 
to some extensive military campaigns (see chapters 10-11). But key events, such as the fall of | 
Jericho, get detailed coverage, underscoring that the Israelites succeeded when they relied on 
tories (such as the battle of Ai and the trick of the 


God, not military might, The few negative s 
Gibeonites) show what happened when the Israelites did not seek God's will. 


A Book of Hope 
The Bible does not give history for its own sake. Rather, it presents practical and pated 


lessons. Fortunately, Joshua’s lessons are overwhelmingly positive ones. Guided by 
nation of Israel met with unprecedented success. In fact, the book concludes that “not one of all 


the Loro’s good promises to the house of Israel failed; every one was fulfilled” (21:45). 
The book of Joshua gives a fresh breeze of hope. Writers of hymns and spirituals have often 
gone back to it to try to recapture the spirit of success that swept over God's people those first 


few years in the new land. It can work: people can follow God. Joshua shows how. 


How to Read Joshua 


f Joshua hint at the tone to follow. “I will never leave you 
Il give you every place where you set foot.” “Be careful to 


Phrases in the first two paragraphs o 
nor forsake you,” God promised. “I wi 
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The Lorp Commands Joshua 


1 After the death of Moses the servant of the 
Lorp, the Lorp said to Joshua son of Nun, 
Moses’ aide: 2’Moses my servant is dead. Now 
then, you and all these people, get ready to cross 
the Jordan River into the land am about to give to 
them—to the Israelites. 31 will give you every place 
where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 
4Your territory will extend from the desert to Leba- 
non, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all 
the Hittite country—to the Great Sea* on the west. 
5No one will be able to stand up against you all the 
days of your life. As 1 was with Moses, so I will be 
with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 
‘Be strong and courageous, because you will 
lead these people to inherit the land | swore to 
their forefathers to give them. 7Be strong and very 
courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my ser- 
vant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the 
right or to the left, that you may be successful 
wherever you go. 8Do not let this Book of the Law 
depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and 


“4 That is, the Mediterranean 


night, so that you may be careful to do everythin; 
written in it. Then you will be prosperous ani 
successful, 9Have I not commanded you? Be 
strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not 
be discouraged, for the Lorp your God will be with 
you wherever you go.” 
10So Joshua ordered the officers of the people: 
11”Go through the camp and tell the people, ‘Get 
your supplies ready. Three days from now you 
will cross the Jordan here to go in and take posses- 
sion of the land the Lorp your God is giving you 
for your own.’ ” 
12But to the Reubenites, the Gadites ‘and the 
half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, 13’’Remember 
the command that Moses the servant of the Lorp 
gave you: ‘The Lorp your God is giving you rest 
and has granted you this land.’ !4Your your 
children and your livestock may ae land 
that Moses gave you east of the Jordan, but all your 
fighting men, fully armed, must cross over ahead 
of your brothers. You are to help your brothers 
Suntil the Lorb gives them rest, as he has done for 
pall 
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JOSHUA 3:7 


7And the Lorp said to Joshua, “Today ! will 


I] Israel, so they 
it you in the eyes of al i E 
Oe now itat Jam with you as I was with reer 
Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenan! 

“When you reach the edge of the Jordan’s waters, 


and stand in the river.’ ” : 
o roshila said to the Israelites, "Come noe are 
listen to the words of the Lorp your Ser a 
how you will know that the living oe ee: 
you and that he will certainly drive out et0re Yi! 
the Canaanites, Hittites, His et ei oe 
ites, Amorites and Jebusites , th k 

a covenant of the Lord of all the oa will ale 
the Jordan ahead of you. 12Now then, ¢ ae 
twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from ca 

tribe. And as soon as the priests who ee f 
ark of the Lorp—the Lord of all the earth—set foo 
its waters flowing downstream will 


in the Jordan ag 
be cut off and stand up ina heap. i 
14So when the people broke camp to cross the 


» priests carrying the ark of the covenant 
Les ae them. 5Now the Jordan is at flood 
stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests 
who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their 
feet touched the water’s edge, !the water from 
upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a 


great distance away, at a town called Adam in the 
vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing 
down to the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea) was 
completely cut off. So the people crossed over op- 
posite Jericho. !7The priests who carried the ark of 
the covenant of the Lorp stood firm on dry ground 


in the middle of the Jordan, while all Israel passed 
by until the whole nation kad completed the cross- 
ing on dry ground 
When the whole nation had finished crossing 
the Jordan, the Lorp said to Joshua, 2“Choose 
twelve men from among the people, one from each 
tribe, ‘and tell them to take up twelve stones from 
the middle of the’ Jordan from right where the 
priests stood and to carry them over with you and 
put them down at the place where you stay to- 
night.” 
4So Joshua called together the twelve men he 
had appointed from the Israelites, one from each 
tribe, °and said to them, “Go over before the ark of 
the Lorp your God into the middle of the Jordan. 
Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, 
according to the number of the tribes of the Israel- 
ites, to serve as a sign among you. In the future, 


—— 
3:16 Stopping the Jordan River 
A 1927 earthquake caused the 40-foot clay banks 
of the Jordan River to collapse, totally damming 
the Jordan for 21 hours, Whatever means God 
used to allow the Israelites to Cross, this miracle in 
Joshua achieved a similar result during the river's 
swollen flood stage. The miracle echoed the 
Crossing of the Red Sea 40 years before, helping to 
establish Joshua as a worthy successor to Moses, 
Joshua and the Israelites crossed at a location ve 
close to where Jesus was later baptized, a 


*16 That is, the Dead Sea °9 Or Joshua also set up twelve stones 


children ask you, 
when yorvn?’ 7tell them that theflow of the Jordan 


mea! é 
ae cut off before the ark of the oa a Hee ¢ 
Lorv. When it crossed the eee ane to bee 
the Jordan were cut off. These 5! - 
memorial to the people 
8So the Israelites a hi, ih 
them. They took twelve sto} pew ot 
the Jordan, according i us Race ie ‘d 
the Israelites, as the their campy 
arried them over with them to 
wine they put them down. ‘Joshua ee he 
twelve stones that ne bag Say oo s 
the spot where * 
pee the paste had stood. And they are 
is day, 2 
he eee ae who carried the ark remained 
standing in the middle of the Jordan until bps 
thing the Lorp had commanded Joshua Was sas 
by the people, just as Moses had directe Bees a 
The people hurried over, !!and as soon as i ne 
them had crossed, the ark of the Lorp an ; 
priests came to the other side while the peop! e 
watched. !2The men of Reuben, Gad and the half- 
tribe of Manasseh crossed over, armed, in front of 
the Israelites, as Moses had directed them. 
13About forty thousand armed for battle crossed 
over before the Lorp to the plains of Jericho for 
war. 
M4That day the Lorp exalted Joshua in the sight 
of all Israel; and they revered him all the days of his 
life, just as they had revered Moses. 
1SThen the Lorp said to Joshua, 16Command 
the priests carrying the ark of the Testimony to 
come up out of the Jordan.” 
17So Joshua commanded the priests, “Come up 
out of the Jordan.” ‘ 
18And the priests came up out of the river carry- 
ing the ark of the covenant of the Lorp. No sooner 
had they set their feet on the dry ground than the 
waters of the Jordan returned to their place and ran 
at flood stage as before. 
19On the tenth day of the first month the people 
went up from the Jordan and camped at Gilgal on 
the eastern border of Jericho, 27And Joshua set up 
at Gilgal the twelve stones they had taken out of 
the Jordan. 21He said to the Israelites, “In the fu- 
ture when your descendants ask their fathers, 
‘What do these stones mean?’ 22tell them, ‘Israel 
crossed the Jordan on dry ground.’ 23For the Lorp 
your God dried up the Jordan before you until you 
had crossed over. The Lorp your God did to the 
Jordan just what he had done to the Red Seac 
when he dried it up before us until we had crossed 
over. 24He did this so that all the peoples of the - 
a meh know that the hand of the Lorp is 
owerful and so thai i 
Lorb your God.” € you might always fear the 


Circumcision at Gilgal 
Now when all the Amorite ki west 
5 Jordan and all the Conner oe ud 


coast heard how the Lorp had dried Jordan 
before the Israelites until we had pit over, 


23 Hebrew Yam Suph; that is, Sea of R 


of Israel forever. 
joshua ct 
from the middle of 


heir hearts melted and they no longer had the 
ge to face the Israelites, 

\t that time the Lor said to Joshua, “Make 
flint knives and circumcise the Israelites again.”’ 
‘So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the 
Israelites at Gibeath Haaraloth.« 

+Now this is why he did so; All those who came 
out of Egypt—all the men of military age—died in 
the desert on the way after leaving Egypt. 5All the 
people that came out had been circumcised, but all 
the people born in the desert during the journey 


u 


from Egypt had not. The Israelites had moved 
about in the desert forty years until all the men 
who were of military age when they left Egypt had 


died, since they had not obeyed the Lorp. For the 
Lorp had sworn to them that they would not see 
the land that he had solemnly promised their fa- 
thers to give us, a land flowing with milk and 
honey. 7So he raised up their sons in their place, 
and these were the ones Joshua circumcised. They 
were still uncircumcised because they had not 
been circumcised on the way. 8And after the whole 
nation had been circumcised, they remained 
where they were in camp until they were healed. 

*Then the Lorp said to Joshua, “Today I have 
rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.’ So 
the place has been called Gilgal’ to this day. 

!0On the evening of the fourteenth day of the 
month, while camped at Gilgal on the plains of 
Jencho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover. 

The day after the Passover, that very day, they 
ate some of the produce of the land; unleavened 
bread and roasted grain. !2The manna stopped the 
day after they ate this food from the land; there 
was no longer any manna for the Israelites, but 

that year they ate of the produce of Canaan. 


The Fall of Jericho 


!3Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked 
up and saw a man standing in front of him with a 
drawn sword in his hand, Joshua went up to him 
and asked, ‘Are you for us or for our enemies?” 
i4”Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of 
the army of the Loxp I have now come.” Then 
Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, 
and asked him, “What message does my Lord4 
have for his servant?” 
The commander of the Lorp’s army replied, 
Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 
standing is holy.’ And Joshua did so. 


Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the 
Israelites. No one went out and no one came 


in 
“Then the Lorp said to Joshua, “See, I have 
delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its 
king and its fighting men. 3March around the city 
once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 
‘Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams: horns 
f front of the ark. On the seventh day, march 
around the city seven times, with the priests blow- 
ng the trumpets. 5When you hear them sound a 
ng blast on the trumpets, have all the people give 
a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse 


) Gibeath Haaraloth means hill of foreskins. °9 Gilgal sounds like 
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and the people will go up, every man straight in.” 

6So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said 

to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant of the 

Lorp and have seven priests carry trumpets in 

front of it,” 7And he ordered the people, “Ad- 

vance! March around the city, with the armed 
guard going ahead of the ark of the Lorp.” 
8When Joshua had spoken to the people, the 
seven priests carrying the seven trumpets before 
the Lorp went forward, blowing their trumpets, 
and the ark of the Lorp’s covenant followed them. 
9The armed guard marched ahead of the priests 
who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard fol- 
lowed the ark, All this time the trumpets were 
sounding. !0But Joshua had commanded the 
people, ‘Do not give a war cry, do not raise your 
voices, do not say a word until the day I tell you to 
shout. Then shout!” !1So he had the ark of the 
Lorp carried around the city, circling it once. Then 
the people returned to camp and spent the night 
there. 
12Joshua got up early the next morning and the 
priests took up the ark of the Lorp. !3The seven 
priests carrying the seven trumpets went forward, 
marching before the ark of the Lorp and blowing 
the trumpets. The armed men went ahead of them 
and the rear guard followed the ark of the Lorp, 
while the trumpets kept sounding. !4So on the 
second day they marched around the city once and 
returned to the camp. They did this for six days. 
15On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak 
and marched around the city seven times in the 
same manner, except that on that day they circled 
the city seven times. 16The seventh time around, 
when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, 
Joshua commanded the people, ‘Shout! For the 
Lorp has given you the city! !7The city and all that 
is in it are to be devotede to the Lorp. Only Rahab 
the prostitute/ and all who are with her in her 
house shall be spared, because she hid the spies 
we sent. !8But keep away from the devoted things, 
so that you will not bring about your own destruc- _ 
tion by taking any of them. Otherwise you will 
make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and 
bring trouble onit. 19All the silver and gold and the 
articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the Lorp 
and must go into his treasury.” 

20When the trumpets sounded, the people 
shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when 
the people gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; 
so every man charged straight in, and they took 
the city. 21They devoted the city to the Lop and 
destroyed with the sword every living thing in it— 
men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and 
donkeys, 

Joshua said to the two men who had spied out 
the land, “Go into the prostitute’s house and bring 
her out and all who belong to her, in accordance 
with your oath to her.” 23S0 the young men who 
had done the spying went in and brought out 
Rahab, her father and mother and brothers and all 
who belonged to her. They brought out her entire 


the Hebrew for roll. “12 Or the day 414 Or lord 


” The Hebrew term reters to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the Loro, often by totally destroying them; also in 


erses 18 and 21 


‘17 Or possibly innkeeper ; also in verses 22 and 25 
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Israel. 
24Then they burne: 
thing in it, but they pur hi 
of bronze and iron E 
ane house. 25But Joshua spared Raat 
vith her family and all who belo er, 
deere Une hid the men Joshua had sent as spies 
to Jericho-—and she lives among the Israelites to 


this day 5 
At that time Joshua pronounced this solemn 

oath: “Cursed before the Lorp is the man who 

undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho: 


“At the cost of his firstborn son 
will he lay its foundations; 
at the cost of his youngest 
will he set up its gates.” 
$9 the Lorp was with Joshua, and his fame 
spread throughout the land. 


Achan’s Sin 
But the Israelites acted unfaithfully in regard to 
the devoted things’; Achan son of Carmi, the 
son of Zimri,b the son of Zerah, of the tribe of 
Judah, took some of them. So the Lorp’s anger 
burned against Israel. 
2Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which 
is near Beth Aven to the east of Bethel, and told 
them, “Go up and spy out the region.” So the men 
went up and spied out Ai. 
3When they returned to Joshua, they said, “Not 
all the people will have to go up against Ai. Send 
two or three thousand men to take it and do not 
weary all the people, for only a few men are 
there.’ 4So about three thousand"men went up; 
but they were routed by the men of Ai, 5who killed 
about thirty-six of them. They chased the Israelites 
from the city gate as far as the stone quarries¢ and 
struck them down on the slopes. At this the hearts 
of the people melted and became like water. 
6Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown 
to the ground before the ark of the Lorp, remain- 
ing there till evening. The elders of Israel did the 
same, and sprinkled dust on their heads, 7And 
Joshua said, “Ah, Sovereign Lorp, why did you 
ever bring this people across the Jordan to deliver 
us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If 
only we had been content to stay on the other side 
of the Jordan! 8§O Lord, what can I Say, now that 
Israel has been routed by its enemies? 9The Ca- 
naanites and the other people of the country will 
hear about this and they will surround us and wipe 
out our name from the earth. What then will you 
do for your own great name?” 


6:26 Cursed City 


Joshua's curse was fulfilled literall 

$ ly when a man 
attempted to rebuild the city of Jericho i 
of King Ahab (see 1 Kings et ote oh 


“1 The Hebrew term refers to 
veries 1,12, 13andii5, sy ere 
419 A solemn char 
ge to tell th 
2.3 kilograms) sere 


» giving over of thin; 
"7 See Septuagint and | Chron, 26, let ts LORD, often by totally des 


“19 Or and confess t 
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10The Lorp said to Joshua, Lease apt iy ae he 
you doing down on your ce? UIsrael ee Se 
they have violated my covenant, ies NE 
manded them to keep. They have tal ean 
the devoted things; they have ataliayi ee e 
lied, they have put them with their oy apenas 
sions. 12That is why the Israelites Ce i 
against their enemies; they turn Re iene 
run because they have been made liable Oe 
tion. I will not be with you anymore ul eae 
destroy whatever among you is devote 


struction. 
13Go, consecrate the people. Tell them, 


selves in preparation for tomorrow; for 
eon the Lonel the God of Israel, says: That 
which is devoted is among you, O Israel. You 
cannot stand against your enemies until you re- 
it, 
etn the morning, present yourselves tribe by 
tribe. The tribe that the Lorp takes shall come 
forward clan by clan; the clan that the LorpD takes 
shall come forward family by family; and the 
family that the Lorp takes shall come forward man 
by man. !5He who is caught with the devoted 
things shall be destroyed by fire, along with all that 
belongs to him. He has violated the covenant of 
the Lorp and has done a disgraceful thing in Is- 
rael!’ 
16Early the next morning Joshua had Israel come 
forward by tribes, and Judah was taken. 17The 
clans of Judah came forward, and he took the Zera- 
hites. He had the clan of the Zerahites come for- 
ward by families, and Zimri was taken. 18Joshua 
had his family come forward man by man, atid: 
Achan son of Carmi, the son of Zimri, the son of 
Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 
19Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give 
glory to the Lorp,4 the God of Israel, and give him 
the praise.¢ Tell me what you have done; do not 
hide it from me.” 
20Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned 
against the Lorn, the God of Israel. This is what I 
have done: 2!When I saw in the plunder a beautiful 
tobe from Babylonia,f two hundred shekelss of 
silver and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels,/ 
I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in 
ae eran inside my tent, with the silver under- 
noe dosha sent messengers, and they ran to 
ent, and there it was, hidden in his tent, with 
the silver underneath. 23They took the things from 


‘Conse- 


te A Crisis of Confidence 

i stood near the original locati 

Promised the land to Ape reptiiesig pryehoe) 
before (Genesis 12:8). Military defeat there, 

coming so quickly on the heels of a t victory at 
Jericho, caused even Joshua to tremble! Withee, 


Gon , i 
. irae the Israelites were militarily 


Hho deg ck 
421 Thatis, abouts eee 


also in verses 17 
121 Hebrew Shinar and 18, 


rought them to Joshua and all the Israel- 

»read them out before the Lorp. 

»shua, together with all Israel, took 

son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold 

ve, his sons and daughters, his cattle, don- 

ind sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the 

y of Achor. 25Joshua said, “Why have you 
{ this trouble on us? The Lorp will bring 

je on you today.” 

Israel stoned him, and after they had 


the tent. b 
ites and 


ed the rest, they burned them. 26Over Achan 
heaped up a large pile of rocks, which re- 
to this day Then the Lorp turned from his 
e anger Therefore that place has been called 
Vailey of Achor* ever since. 


Ai Destroyed 


Then the Lorp said to Joshua, “Do not be 
afraid; do not be discouraged. Take the whole 

ny with you, and go up and attack Ai, For! have 
delivered into your hands the king of Ai, his 
his city and his land. 2You shall do to Ai 
and its king as you did to Jericho and its king, 
xcept that you may carry off their plunder and 
tock tor yourselves. Set an ambush behind the 


people 


So Joshua and the whole army moved out to 
attack Ai. He chose thirty thousand of his best 
ng men and sent them out at night 4with 
orders: “Listen carefully. You are to set an 
ush behind the city. Don’t go very far from it. 
All of you be on the alert. 5I and all those with me 
advance on the city, and when the men come 

ul against us, as they did before, we will flee from 

hem. *They will pursue us until we have lured 
them away from the city, for they will say, ‘They 
ure running away from us as they did before.’ So 
we flee from them, 7you are to rise up from 
sh and take the city. The Lorp your God will 
to your hand. 8When you have taken the 
tit on fire. Do what the Lorp has com- 

ied. See to it; you have my orders.” 

Then Joshua sent them off, and they went to 
he place of ambush and lay in wait between Bethel 
ind Ai, to the west of Ai—but Joshua spent that 
night with the people 

Early the next morning Joshua mustered his 

men, and he and the leaders of Israel marched 
before them to Ai. 11The entire force that was with 
him marched up and approached the city and ar- 
nved in front of it. They set up camp north of Ai, 
Ww the valley between them and the city. 
ua had taken about five thousand men and 
vem in ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the 

{ of the city. 13They had the soldiers take up 

’ positions—all those in the camp to the north 

\e city and the ambush to the west of it. That 
xht Joshua went into the valley. 

When the king of Ai saw this, he and all the 
of the city hurried out early in the morning to 
Israel in battle at a certain place overlooking 

\rabah. But he did not know that an ambush 

! been set against him behind the city. SJoshua 

ill Israel let themselves be driven back before 


or means trouble 
Jestroying them. 


°26 The Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the Loxp, often by 


‘Then the Loro said to Joshua, “Hold out 
toward Ai the javelin that is in your hand, for into 
your hand I will deliver the city.” So Joshua held 
out his javelin toward Ai. !9As soon as he did this, 
the men in the ambush rose quickly from their 
position and rushed forward. They entered the 
city and captured it and quickly set it on fire. 

The men of Ai looked back and saw the smoke 
of the city rising against the sky, but they had no 
chance to escape in any direction, for the Israelites 
who had been fleeing toward the desert had 
turned back against their pursuers. 2!For when 
Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had 
taken the city and that smoke was going up from 
the city, they turned around and attacked the men 
of Ai. 2The men of the ambush also came out of 
the city against them, so that they were caught in 
the middle, with Israelites on both sides. Israel cut 
them down, leaving them neither survivors nor 
fugitives. But they took the king of Ai alive and 
brought him to Joshua. : 

24When Israel had finished killing all the men of 
Ai in the fields and in the desert where they had 
chased them, and when every one of them had 
been put to the sword, all the Israelites returned to 
Ai and killed those who were in it. STwelve thou- 
sand men and women fell that day—all the 
of Ai. 26For Joshua did not draw back the hand that 
held out his javelin until he had destroyed? all 
who lived in Ai. 27But Israel did carry off for them- 
selves the livestock and plunder of this city, as the 
Lorp had instructed Joshua. 

28So Joshua burned Ai and made it a permanent 
heap of ruins, a desolate place to this day. 2He 
hung the king of Ai on a tree and left him there 
until evening. At sunset, Joshua ordered them to 
take his body from the tree and throw it down at 
the entrance of the city gate. And they raised a 
large pile of rocks over it, which remains to this 
day. 


The Covenant Renewed at Mount Ebal 
Then Joshua built on Mount Ebal an altar to 


8:30 Blessings and Curses 
The scene in this section, which describes the 
carrying out of Moses’ instructions in * 


parnt offerings 2 f 
There, in the presence f 
vida provisions for your journey; £0 2 ones nv 


ea sens toe aoe 
iat hich he had written. , alien’ fay to them, “Weare your server arm when 
wanes, alike, with tale Oe the a ot with us.” 12This bread of sy, we left to. come to 


facing those who carried est aces ond ible 
ito rs ot Pree tee that we filled were nee 
x how cracked they are. And our clothe sandals 
are worn out by the very Jong jour yy pears, 
146The men of Israel sampled their naga oe y 
did not inquire of the Loro. Then Pie oe 
treaty of peace with them to let them R 
leaders of the assembly ratified it by oa' ae 2 
Three days after they made the ieee 
Gibeonites, the Israelites heard that were 


were 


noua ted them 


The Gibeonite Deception 
w wren al the kings ~« 
9 6 2 these thing» 


ruse had dome tx 
0 2 ruse: They 
nneys were ic 
oid winesians, crecued and mended. them was kept. 
en put worn and patched sandals on their 2Then Joshua summoned the Gibeonites and 

read of their aig “Why did you deceive us by saying, ‘We live 
Inen they went — 2 long way from you,’ while actually you live near 
diohimand 467 23¥ou are now under a curse: You will never 
. om a distant Cease to serve as woodcutters and water carriers 
ry, wae & weahy With u for the house of my God.” 


wore Ad che 


amp at Cibge 


We have 


rats ome “But pes: “They answered Joshua, “Your servants were 

ay thes ge * dearly told how the Lorp your God had com- 

pa 4 to Joshua manded his servant Moses to give you the whole 

ce ee sre son snd where do 'and and to wipe out all its inhabitants from before 


you. So we feared for our lives because of you, and 
that is why we did this. We are now in your 
hands. Do to us whatever seems good and right to 
‘ ly ; you.” § 

9:2 War Strategy 250 Joshua saved them from the Israelites, and 
yriese wed expert military strategy against Israel's they did not kill them. 77That day he made the 
peg brersir P 7 repre Supment {sone of Gibeonites woodcutters and water carriers for the 
“rey oF aad gorlesirg te land. Israelite Community and for the altar of the Lorp at the 


armies extesed the of Canaan, spitting the hae One ine gala choose» Ang satis neat 

consehry io two and ihervecting, Aralegic trade y . 

contes. ins thyien, cohameay’ formations, night 
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ant Getruction A ey cities showed awareness of d 

Overs 16 military techoiques. i Now Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard 
that Joshua had taken Ai and totally de- 

(abnaruley peace Herings 11 That ws, the Mediterranean 4 Hebrew 
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Hotawy bind OF PBR Vin big ot baenth, 
Faoho how OC EarKIH and Debie king at Balan 
el vp oie Help fie ativek Gillean, We wale, 
, hoe Och Pewee WEN Laelia ane tye 


Pho (he (Ve RIE OF TE ARON Lele The lige: 
poten) THbbon, Tanith, Laetiiah ane Eyer 
jet fotos They naved up with all thet 
vopeouneE Ook 1) positione aainel Gibean and 

attacket il 
Hho Cibeoniten (hen sent word to Joshua ih the 
apo Gllyab Do not abandon your servente 
miecup te te atiickly ane eave tal Help us, be 

vie all (ye Amorite hinge from (he hill eountey 
vied! fopcen aypalivat ua” 

Jovhua merched up from Gilgal with bie 

ontine ACY, Teli all he beat fighting men, 
Hho Lond maid to Joshua, “Do net be afraid: of 
fon Thave given them into your hand, Not one 
then will be able to withstand you,” 

\fter an allnight march from Gilgal, Joshua 
ook them by surprise, 0The Lowp threw them 
‘ilo contusion betore Israel, who defeated them in 
» great vietory at Gibeon. Israel pursued them 

oy the road going up to Beth Horon and cut 
hem down all the way to Azekah and Makkedah, 
\s they fled before Israel on the road down from 

Heth Horon to Azekah, the Loxp hurled large hail 
tones down on them from the sky, and more of 
hem died from the hailstones than were killed by 
ie swords of the Israelites 

On the day the Loxp gave the Amorites over to 

|, Joshua said to the Lorp in the presence of 

rel 


O sun, stand still over Gibeon, 
O moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.” 
5o the sun stood still, 
and the moon stopped, 
tll the nation avenged itself on? its enemies, 


is itis written in the Book of Jashar. 


9:27 Saved by Deceit 
The elaborate deception of the Gibeonites literally 
saved their lives. They were not destroyed, but 
‘orced to become the Israelites’ servants. Some of 
them even converted to Judaism. The book of 
Nehemiah includes Gibeonites (sometimes called 
Hivites) among those who helped rebuild the walls 
»! Jerusalem. And at least one of King David’s 
mighty men” was a Gibeonite. (See also the 
‘cident recorded in 2 Samuel 21;1-14.) Even so, 
‘he Gibeonites often caused trouble for the 
sraelites, 
a 


26, 45, 37, Wand 40. *13 Or nation traumphed over 


Sn {ne nigale 
delayed ‘Gunga " piste = 4 


ott 10m 
He vert leer n day Thee 1 helene af 
the Lene Watered fea man 


Hight fae berwedl 


‘Then lanhua relarnad with ail fevaet te the 
earn at Gilat 


Vive Amavite ings Milled 


Naw the five hinge had fed and hidden in the 
cave at Makkedah, When jolie wae told that 
Hie Five big Had beers faunal Wicking 1 the cave at 
Makkedah, lhe eaid, “Hell Inne rocke up to the 
mull of the eave, and fret eorne mien 7 tate to 
wierd Hh But don’t tap! Hureue your enenien, 
allack ther fram (he feat and don’t let ther reach 
their cities, for the Lowe yout God has given them 
into your hand” 

“80 Jolie and the termeliies dentroyed them 
completely-almoet 10 a Mmaretul the few whe 
were lett reached their fortified cities, The whale 
army then returned safely to Joshua in the camp at 
Makkedah, and no one uttered a word againet the 
loraelites 

Y)oshua said, “Open the mouth of the cave and 
bring those five kings out to me” 0 they 
brought the five kings out of the baherok soda xb 


Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachioh and gion, 
“When they had brought these kings to Pail 
he summoned all the men of leraet ad waid eas 

army commanders who had come with him, 


“Come here and put your pri bagi? on the necks of 
these kings.” So they came forward and placed 
their feet on their necks, 

Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid; do not 
be discouraged. Be strong and courageous, This is 
what the Loxp will do to all the enemies you are 
going to fight.” %Then Joshua struck and killed 
the kings and hung them on five trees, and they 
were left hanging on the trees until evening, 

27At sunset Joshua gave the order and they took 
them down from the trees and threw them into the 
cave where they had been hiding. At the mouth of 
the cave they placed large rocks, which are there to 
this day. 

That day Joshua took Makkedah. He put the 
city and its king to the sword and totally destroyed 
everyone in it. He left no survivors. And he did to 
the king of Makkedah as he had done to the king of 
Jericho. 


Southern Cities Conquered 
29Then Joshua and all Israel with him moved on 
from Makkedah to Libnah and attacked it. The 


2 


10:24 Act of Humiliation 
This 


« Hebrew term refers to the urevocable giving over of things or persons to the Loan, often by totally destroying thew; also in 


JOSHUA 10:31 


Lorp also gave that city and its king into Israel's 
hand. The city and everyone in it Joshua put to the 
sword. He left no survivors there. And he did to its 
king as he had done to the king of Jericho, 

31Then Joshua and all Israel with him moved on 
from Libnah to Lachish; he took up positions 
against it and attacked it. 32The Lorp handed La- 
chish over to Israel, and Joshua took it on the 
second day. The city and everyone in it he put to 
the sword, just as he had done to Libnah. “Mean- 
while, Horam king of Gezer had come up to help 
Lachish, but Joshua defeated him and his army— 
until no survivors were left 

Then Joshua and all Israel with him moved on 
from Lachish to Eglon; they took up positions 
against it and attacked it. They captured it that 
same day and put it to the sword and totally de- 
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stroyed everyone in it, just as they had done to, 
Lachish. : : err 
%Then Joshua and ali Israel with him went up 
from Eglon to Hebron and attacked it. 97They took 
the city and put it to the sword, together) its: 
king, its villages and everyone in it. They 
survivors. Just as at Eglon, they totally it 
and everyone in it. ba) 
Then Joshua and all Israel with him turned 
around and attacked Debir. °They took the a 
its king and its villages, and put them to the 
sword. Everyone in it they totally destroyed. They 
left no survivors. They did to Debir and its king 
they had done to Libnah and its king and to He» ~ 
ron. ‘ 
40So Joshua subdued the whole region, includ- 
ing the hill country, the Negev, the western foot~ 


| INSIGHT 


Is a War Ever Holy? 
Why did God order a ruthless military campaign? vol 


The Loro said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them, because by this time tomorrow | will hand all of 

them over to Israel, slain.” 11:6 ae) 

Hy war. Ironically, the term applies to the most vicious, bloody wars. And often, far too often, 
Christians have been at the heart of such holy wars. * 

There is pees irrational and even repulsive about a holy war. It harnesses all the best 
energies of religion for one of the ugliest acts of human nature. And yet anyone who reads the 
Bible cannot ignore the holy wars in the Old Testament. ’ 

d no brief article can begin to cover the — 


Whole books have been written about the problem, an 
issues. But modern readers need some background to help understand why a fierce holy war is 


presented in such a good light. 


A Land Promised to the Israelites 


The Israelites’ fighting style fit the harsh pattern of warfare in that day. Contemporary Egyptian 
executions, torture, and the systematic razing of cities. But 
tions. He personally ordered the destruction of seven 


and Assyrian reports boasted of mass 
God's involvement raises unique ques! 
Canaanite nations, with no survivors. Why? 


The Old Testament makes clear that the Canaanites were not bein, 
mised the land to the Israelites over 400 years before Joshua. He had called 


tion of chosen people. He repeated those promises often 


whim. God had pro! 


uprooted on a sudden 


one man, Abraham, to found a na 
6:3,23-24; 28: 13-14) and finally called the Israelites out of Egypt 
plan. 


(Genesis 12:1-3; 15:5-18; 17:2-8; 2 


to take over the promised land. Almost from the 


Delayed Punishment 


Israel’s inheritance, however, meant kicking out 
d? In answer to this 


Canaanites were not.innocent.”” Through their long 


d told Abraham that his descendants would not 

“had reached its full measure” (Genesis 15:16). - 
joshua’s campaign, Moses stated, ‘It is not because of your a 
ing in to take possession of their land; but on ¥ 
e Lor your God will drive them out before 


simply be pushed aside, or kille 


the land. 
Four hundred years before Joshua, God ha 


occupy the land until the sin of its inhabitants 


Later, just days before the onset of J 


righteousness or your integrity that you are go 
account of the wickedness of these nations, th 
d plenty of evidence of this wickedness. Canaanite temples featured 
fice. Relics and plaques of exaggerated sex organs hint ino 


(Deuteronomy 9:5). 
Historians have uncovere 

prostitutes, orgies, and human sacri 

morality that characterized Canaan. 


Canaanite gods, such as Baal and his wife Anath, delighted in butchery and sadism. _ 
Archaeologists have found great numbers of jars containing the tiny bones of ee a 
s seeking good luck in a new home practiced “foundation sacrifice 


beginning Canaan was a vital part of God’s 


the Canaanites. How could innocent people 
questions the Bible makes clear that the ‘ 
istory of sin, they had forfeited their right to 


ce 
a 


TT Ww 


ingot 


pes, together with all 


» mountain slo} 
a ee ane ie ieit no survivors. He totally de- 
Strovyed all who breathed, just as the Lorp, the 
donee cvael, had commanded. 4Yoshua subdued 
them from Kadesh Barnea to Gaza and from the 


whole region of Goshen to Gibeon, “All these 
Ki ‘Ad their lands Joshua conquered in one 
: because the Lorp, the God of Israel, 
Israel 
foug! 
hen Joshua returned with all Israel to the 
camp at Gilgal 


Northern Kings Defeated 
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JOSHUA 11:6 


kings of Shimron and Acshaph, 2and to the north- 

ern kings who were in the mountains, in the Ara- 

bah south of Kinnereth, in the western foothills 

and in Naphoth Dor on the west; 3to the Canaan- 

ites in the east and west; to the Amorites, Hittites, 

Perizzites and Jebusites in the hill country; and to 
the Hivites below Hermon in the region of Miz~ 
pah. 4They came out with all their troops and a 
large number of horses and chariots—a huge 
army, as numerous as the sand on the seashore. 
5AIl these kings joined forces and made camp to- 
gether at the Waters of Merom, to fight against 
Israel. 


6The Lorp said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of 


sent word to Jobab king of Madon, te the 


When Jabin king of Hazor heard of this, he 
1 1 them, because by this time tomorrow I will hand 


weights of Dor 


one of their children and seal the body in the mortar of the wall. In many ways, Canaan had _ 
become like Sodom and Gomorrah. 

The Bible records that God has patience with decadent societies for a time, but judgment 
inevitably follows. For Sodom and Gomorrah it took the form of fire and brimstone. For Canaan it 
came through Joshua’s conquering armies. Later, God let his own chosen people be ravaged by 
invaders, as punishment for their sins. The judgment pronounced on Canaan seems severe, but 
no more severe than what was later inflicted on Israel itself. 


The Contamination Problem 

The Israelites could not simply settle down as new neighbors among existing Canaanite cities. 
from the time when the tribes had made a golden calf while Moses was receiving the Ten 1 
Commandments (Exodus 32), Israelites had shown a fatal weakness to infection from outside. They 
seemed particularly susceptible to sins of sex and idolatry, Canaan's national specialties. 

Israel's later history offers a negative proof of why God commanded utter destruction of 
Canaanites. The damning phrase in Joshua, “they did not drive them out,” hints at trouble to = 10 
come, and the very next book, Judges, tells of the devastating results. The Israelites slid to one of 
their lowest levels because they had not fulfilled the original mission of cleansing the land of 
impure elements i 
A Struggle Beyond Nations ‘ 

Looking back at this period of time, we tend to see the battles of Joshua as national or racial 
struggles. the Israelites versus the people of Canaan. But the Bible presents the warfare as a wider 
truggle: one between those who followed God and those who opposed him. 

When God judged groups, as he judged,the world in Noah’s day or as he judged Sodom and 
Gomorrah, those few who remained faithful to him found a al of escape. And in Joshua one 
bright story shines out: the story of Rahab, a non-Jew. A typical Canaanite who worked as a 4 
prolessional prostitute, she nevertheless learned to fear and then trust the God of Israel. She 
escaped the fall of Jericho. Furthermore, she went on to marry a leading Israelite and became one 
of the ancestors of the Messiah himself, Jesus. 

Rahab claimed that others in her city of Jericho had quaked in fear for 40 years, waiting for the” 
judgment of the God of Israel (2:9-11). Yet only she took the further step of seeking help. If 
others in Canaan had repented and turned to God, they might well have escaped punishment, as 
Rahab did 


- ery 
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Holy Wars Today : 
One fact about “holy war’’ is very clear. We cannot argue from a war specifically commanded. 
by God in Joshua to any rational situation today. In the Old Testament, God was dealing primarily _ 
with one particular nation, the Israelites, for a stated purpose. When the Messiah finally emerged .  ~ 
out of that nation, everything changed. . " 4 
Jesus’ followers all lived in the same territory captured by Joshua, the “promised land.” But four 
times, in his very last words, Jesus commanded his disciples to go out, away from Jerusalem, into. 
1ll the world. Go, he told them, not as conquering armies but rather as bearers of the good news _ 
that applies to all people, all races, all nations. neni 
Anventl who oaks ie the book of Joshua for a rationalization of a holy war must also look 
ahead to Jesus. Although on a holy crusade, he chose against violent means. In fact, he chose 
uftering and death. Nothing in the New Testament gives consolation to a religious warrior, _- 


‘ite Questions: What arguments have you heard Christians use for or against wars? 
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' sparing, anything that 
e jazor itself. 

he burned up Haz thee 


| these royal cities 4 
He i 4 He totally de- 


the LorD 
| did not burn any of 


been the 
in it they 
stroyed’ 

breathed, and 


for themselves a 
these cities, but all the people they put to the 
sword until they comp: 
sparing anyone that bre: 
manded his servant 
Joshua, and Joshua 
of all that the Lorp commanded Moses. 
16S Joshua took this entire land: the hill coun- 
try, all the Negev, the whole region of Goshen, the 
western foothills, the Arabah and the mountains 
of Israel with their foothills, 7from Mount Halak, 
which rises toward Seir, to Baal Gad in the Valley 
of Lebanon below Mount Hermon. He captured all 
their kings and struck them down, putting them to 
death. !8Joshua waged war. against all these kings 
for a long time. 19Except for the Hivites living in 
Gibeon, not one city made a treaty of peace with 
the Israelites, who took them all in battle. 20For it 
was the Lorp himself who hardened their hearts 
to wage war against Israel, so that he might de- 
stroy them totally, exterminating them without 
mercy, as the Lorp had commanded Moses. 
21At that time Joshua went and destroyed the 
Anakites from the hill country: from Hebron, 
Debir and Anab, from all the hill country of Judah, 
and from all the hill country of Israel. Joshua total- 
ly destroyed them and their towns. 22No Anakites 


u :23 Two Accounts of Warfare 
Judges 1 summarizes the incidents recorded i 
Joshua, but from a different point of view. joshua 
beeen the npr as highly successful; Judges 
shows that many military goals were never 
achieved. One possible explanation: Joshua 
ee the wars as a series of raids on territo 

n fel not include the “mopping up” and mt 
La jena ro joes shows that, after they 
econ the iebood meet! | pan poe 
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giving over of things 
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to their tribal divisions. 
Then the land had 


of the land whom the 


These are the Created and whose territory 


Israelites ane 

k over east of the Jordan, s 
Bete Mount Hermon, ding all the easte! 
side of the Arabah: 
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the Sea of Kin- 
of the Arabah (the Salt 
Sea‘), to and then south- 
ward below the slopes of Pisgah. 
4, e territory of Og king of Bashan, 
ce the vast of the Rephaites, who reigned 
in Ashtaroth and Edrei. 5He ruled over Mount 
Hermon, Salecah, all of Bashan to the border 
of the people of Geshur and Maacah, and half 
of Gilead to the border of Sihon king, of Hesh- 
bon. 
é6Moses, the servant of the Lorp, and the Israel- 
ites conquered them. And Moses the servant of the 
Lorp gave their land to the Reubenites, the Gad- 
ites and the half-tribe of Manasseh to be their 
possession. 
7These are the kings of the land that Joshua and 
the Israelites conquered on the west side of the 
Jordan, from Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon to 
Mount Halak, which rises toward Seir (their lands 
Joshua gave as an inheritance to the tribes of Israel 
according to their tribal divisions— the hill coun- 
try, the western foothills, the Arabah, the moun- 
tain slopes, the desert and the Negev—the lands of 
the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hi- 
vites and Jebusites): 


%the king of Jericho one 
the king of Ai (near Bethel) one 
10the king of Jerusalem one 
the king of Hebron one 
the king of Jarmuth one 
the king of Lachish ei one 
12the king of Eglon 
the king of Gezer ond 
3the king of Debir fan 
the king of Geder pile 
M4the king of Hormah bats 
the king of Arad one 
\Sthe king of Libnah ae 
the king of Adullam a 
lethe king of Makkedah ates 
the king of Bethel oe 
often by totally destroying them; also in 


the king of Tappual Sie 
the king of Hepher ony 
the king of Aphek one 
tho'h f Lasharon one 
the king ’ one 
see 4 * one 
ihe king oF Shimon Meron one 
ia yt Aeshaph one 
yy of Taanaeh one 

king of Megiddo. one 
king of KRedesh one 
king of Jokneam in Carmel one 
of Dor (in Naphoth Dor) one 

of Goyim in Gilgal one 

he king of Tirzah one 


hirtyeane kings in all 


Land Still to Be Taken 
] 3 When Joshua was old and well advanced in 
4 the Lorp said to him, “You are very 
id. and there are still large areas of land to be 
ken over 


years, 


This is the land that remains; all the regions 
of the Philistines and Geshurites: 3from the 
Shihor River on the east of Egypt to the terri- 
tory of Ekron on the north, all of it counted as 
Canaanite (the territory of the five Philistine 
in Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath and 

that of the Avvites); 4from the south, 
iil the land of the Canaanites, from Arah of 
the Sidonians as far as Aphek, the region of 
the Amorites, ‘the area of the Gebalites’; and 
il! Lebanon to the east, from Baal Gad below 


ruler 


Ekron 
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of the gorge, and included the whole 

of Medeba as far as Dibon, Mand all tren 
of Sihon king of the Amorites, who ruled in. 
Heshbon, out to the border of the Ammon> 
ites. It also included Gilead, the of 
the people of Geshur and Maacah, of 
Mount Hermon and all Bashan as far a# Sale- 
cah—that is, the whole kingdom of Og in 
Bashan, who had reigned in Ashtaroth and 
Edrei and had survived as one of the last of the 
Rephaites, Moses had defeated them and tak- 
en over their land, But the Israelites did not 
drive out the people of Geshur and Maacah, 
so they continue to live among the Israelites to 
this day. 


'4But to the tribe of Levi he gave no inheritance, 
since the offerings made by fire to the Lorp, the . 
God of Israel, are their inheritance, as he promised 
them 


JoThis is what Moses had given to the tribe of 
Reuben, clan by clan: 


lThe territory from Aroer on the rim of the 
Arnon Gorge, and from the town in the mid- 
dle of the gorge, and the whole plateau past 
Medeba !’to Heshbon and all its towns on the 
plateau, including Dibon, Bamoth Baal, Beth 
Baal Meon, !8Jahaz, Kedemoth, Mephaath, 
’Kinathaim, Sibmah, Zereth Shahar on the 
hill in the valley, Beth Peor, the slopes of 
Pisgah, and Beth Jeshimoth 2!— all the towns 
on the plateau and the entire realm of Sihon 
king of the Amorites, who ruled at Heshbon, 


OO 


Mount Hermon to Leboe Hamath. Moses had defeated him and the Midianite_ 


chiefs, Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur and Reba— 
princes allied with Sihon—who lived in that 
country. 22In addition to those slain in battle, 
the Israelites had put to the sword Balaam son 
of Beor, who practiced divination. 3The 
boundary of the Reubenites was the bank of 
the Jordan. These towns and their villages 
were the inheritance of the Reubenites, clan 


\s for all the inhabitants of the mountain re- 

ions trom Lebanon to Misrephoth Maim, that is, 

ill the Sidonians, I myself will drive them out be- 

fore the Israelites. Be sure to allocate this land to 

Israel for an inheritance, as I have instructed you, 

ind divide it as an inheritance among the nine 
tribes and half of the tribe of Manasseh.” 


Division of the Land East of the Jordan by clan. 
The other half of Manasseh,4 the Reubenites and — 24This is what Moses had given to the tribe of Gad, 
the Gadites had received the inheritance that clan by clan: 


Moses had given them east of the Jordan, as he, - oe 

the servant of the Lorp, had assigned it to them. *5The territory of Jazer, all the towns of Gilead 
and half the Ammonite country as far as Aro- 
er, near Rabbah; and from Heshbon to 
Ramath Mizpah and Betonim, and from 
Mahanaim to the territory of Debir; 2’and in 
the valley, Beth Haram, Beth Nimrah, Succoth 
and Zaphon with the rest of the realm of Sihon 
king of Heshbon (the east side of the Jordan, 
the territory up to the end of the Sea of Kin- 
nerethe). 28These towns and their villages 
were the inheritance of the Gadites, clan by 
clan. c 


28This is what Moses had given to the half-tribe of 
e Manasseh, that is, to half the family of the de- 
likewise lost their rights because of their violent scendants of Manasseh, clan by clan: 
pe Cairn terete ettening tigen Material 
«5 Or to the entrance to 48. Hebrew With it (that is, with the — 


lt extended from Aroer on the rim of the Ar- 
ion Gorge, and from the town in the middle 


i3:1 Dividing Up the Land 
Chapter 13 introduces an abrupt transition. The 
rest of Ipshua tells about what happened five to 
seven years after the crossing of the Jordan. 
Chapters 13-22 give a kind of land-title record for 
the new nation. Genesis 48-49 and Deuteronomy 
4 provide background material. For example, 
Reuben’s tribe forfeited the right to first choice 
because of a sexual sin, and Simeon and Levi 


5 That is, the area of Byblos 
«27 That is, Galilee 


heights of Dor 
t Manasseh) 
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i 11 of Bashan, the entire realm of Og 
incu Bashan—all the sete oH rier 

if of Gilead, 
Bashan, sixty towns, half of G n 
‘Ashtarcth and Edrei (the royal cities of Og ny 
a for the descendants ©! 


Bashan). This was 
Makir pe of Manasseh—for half of the sons of 


Makir, clan by clan. 
i hen 
2.This is the inheritance Moses had given w! 
he was in the plains of Moab across the Jordan east 
of Jericho. 34But to the tribe of Levi, Moses ba 
given no inheritance; the Lorp, the God of Israel, 
i their inheritance, as he promised them. 
Division of the Land West of the Jordan 


Now these are the areas the Israelites re- 
1 ceived as an inheritance in the land of Ca- 
naan, which Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun 
and the heads of the tribal clans of Israel allotted to 
them. 2Their inheritances were assigned by lot to 
the nine-and-a-half tribes, as the Lorp had com- 
manded through Moses. 3Moses had granted the 
two-and-a-half tribes their inheritance east of the 
Jordan but had not granted the Levites an inheri- 
tance among the rest, for the sons of Joseph had 
become two tribes—Manasseh and Ephraim. The 
Levites received no share of the land but only 
towns to live in, with pasturelands for their flocks 
and herds. 5So the Israelites divided the land, just 
as the Lorp had commanded Moses. 


Hebron Given to Caleb 

6Now the men of Judah approached Joshua at 
Gilgal, and Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite 
said to him, “You know what the Lorp said to 
Moses the man of God at Kadesh Barnea about you 
and me. 7I was forty years old when Moses the 
servant of the Lorp sent me from Kadesh Barnea 
to explore the land. And I brought him back a 
report according to my convictions, §but my broth- 
ers who went up with me made the hearts of the 
people melt with fear. 1, however, followed the 
Lorp my God wholeheartedly. °So on that day 
Moses swore to me, ‘The land on which your feet 
have walked will be your inheritance and that of 
your children forever, because you have followed 

the Lorp my God wholeheartedly.’4 
10”Now then, just as the Lorp promised, he has 
kept me alive for forty-five years since the time he 
said this to Moses, while Israel moved about in the 
desert. So here I am today, eighty-five years old! 
NI am still as strong today as the day Moses sent 
me out; I’m just as vigorous to go out to battle now 
as | was then. 12Now give me this hill country that 
the Lorp promised me that day. You yourself 
heard then that the Anakites were there and their 
cities were large and fortified, but, the Lorp help- 
ing me, | will drive them out just as he said.” 
Then Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh 
and gave him Hebron as his inheritance. 14So He- 
bron has belonged to Caleb son of Jephunneh the 
Kentzaiis ever since, because he followed the 
ORD, the God of Israel, wholeheartedly. 15(He- 


“9 Deut. 1:36 *2 That 
Mediterranean; also in toeeahee Dead Sea; also in verse 5 


pron used to be called i A atter Arba, Who . 
was the greatest man am« : ‘Anakites- - 
Then the land had rest from war. 4 


Allotment for Judah a 
1 5 The allotment for the tribe of uaa ee 


clan, extended to the 
f he extreme south. 
Edom, to the Desert, a, i a be, a5 


2Their southern 
bay at the end of be 
3crossed south « Pass, 
on to Zin and went over to the sonthrolises 
desh Barnea. it ran past Hea v 
Addar and ‘around to Karka. ares 
passed along n and joine 
of Egypt, at the sea 
southern P 
5The ea: dary is the Salt Sea as far 
as the mo! Jordan 
The n boundary started from the 


ary 

bay of the sea at the mouth of the Jordan, 
bw Beth | nd continued north 

ent up toBethHoglah a do DOHA 
boundary then went up to 

of Achor 

gen faces the Pass of Adum- 
mim south of the gorge. !t continued along to 
the waters of En Shemesh and came out at En 
Rogel. 8Then it ran up the Valley of Ben Hin- 
nom along the southern slope of the Jebusite 
city (that is, Jerusalem). From there it climbed 
to the top of the hill west of the Hinnom Val- 
ley at the northern end of the Valley of Reph- 
aim. %From the hilltop the boundary headed 
toward the spring of the waters of Nephtoah, 
came out at the towns of Mount Ephron and 
went down toward Baalah (that is, Kiriath Jea- 
rim). !6Then it curved westward from Baalah 
to Mount Seir, ran along the northern slope of 
Mount Jearim (that is, Kesalon), continued 
down to Beth Shemesh and crossed to Tim-" 
nah. !1It went to the northern slope of Ekron, 


turned to’ Shikkeron, passed along to 
Mount and reached Jabneel. 
boundary d at the sea. 


12The western boundary is the coastline of 
the Great Sea. 


These are the boundaries around the people of 


Judah by their clans. 
13In accordance with the Lorp’s 


to 


him, Joshua gave to Caleb son of 
portion in Judah—Kiriath Arba, ga 
(Arba was the forefather of Anak.) 14From Hebron 
Caleb drove out the three Anakites—Sheshai, Ahi. 

man and Talmai—descendants of Anak. 15F; 


there he marched against th 
Debir (formerly cal le people 
Caleb said, “I will my daughter 


living in 
Kiriath Sepher). 16And 
a Re 


meee 
Sepher” wOthdel Gast ie Bet puree Rises 


took it; ‘ 
tokit so Caleb gave his daughter Acsah o him in 
'SOne day when she came to Othniel, she urged 


{3 Hebrew Akrabbim 


“4 Hebrew your “12 Thatis, the 


/ 
£ 


; 


hime to ask her father fora field When she got off 
joy donkey Caleb asked her, “What can 1 do for 


je replied, “Do me a special favor. Since you 
A wiven me land in the Negev, give me also 
' ot water.” So Caleb gave her the upper and 
prings 


rho the inheritance of the tribe of Judah, 


clan by clan 


outhernmost towns of the tribe of Judah in 

the Negev toward the boundary of Edom were: 
Kabzeel, Eder, Jagur, 2Kinah, Dimonah, 
\dadah, *Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan, “Ziph, 
Telem, Bealoth, *Hazor Hadattah, Kerioth 
Hezron (that is, Hazor), 2Amam, Shema, 
Moladah, 2”Hazar Gaddah, Heshmon, Beth 
Pelet, *XHazar Shual, Beersheba, Biziothiah, 


Baalah, lim, Ezem, “Eltolad, Kesil, Hor- 
mah, ‘!Ziklag, Madmannah, Sansannah, 
Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain and Rimmon—a total 
of twenty-nine towns and their villages. 


In the western foothills: 

tshtaol, Zorah, Ashnah, “Zanoah, En 
Gannim, Tappuah, Enam, SJarmuth, Adul- 
lam, Socoh, Azekah, *Shaaraim, Adithaim 
and Gederah (or Gederothaim)! —fourteen 
towns and their villages. 

VZenan, Hadashah, Migdal Gad, *Dilean, 
Mizpah, Joktheel, #Lachish, Bozkath, Eglon, 
WCabbon, Lahmas, Kitlish, 41Gederoth, Beth 
Dagon Naamah and Makkedah—sixteen 
towns and their villages. 

2{ibnah, Ether, Ashan, “Iphtah, Ashnah, 
Nezib, “Keilah, Aczib and Mareshah—nine 
towns and their villages 

Ekron, with its surrounding settlements 
and villages; west of Ekron, all that were in 
the vicinity of Ashdod, together with their 
villages; 47Ashdod, its surrounding settle- 
ments and villages; and Gaza, its settlements 
ind villages, as far as the Wadi of Egypt and 
the coastline of the Great Sea 


In the hill country 

Shamir, Jattir, Socoh, 4Dannah, Kiriath 
Sannah (that is, Debir), “Anab, Eshtemoh, 
Anim, 5!Goshen, Holon and Giloh—eleven 
towns and their villages. 

Arab, Dumah, Eshan, 33Janim, Beth Tap- 
puah, Aphekah, “Humtah, Kiriath Arba (that 
is, Hebron) and Zior—nine towns and their 
villages 

Maon, Carmel, Ziph, Juttah, %Jezreel, 
Jokdeam, Zanoah, 5?7Kain, Gibeah and Tim- 
nah—ten towns and their villages. 

‘Halhul, Beth Zur, Gedor, 59Maarath, Beth 
Anoth and Eltekon—six towns and their vil- 
lage 

Kiriath Baal (that is, Kiriath Jearim) and 
Rabbah—two towns and their villages. 


In the desert 


vederah and Gederothaim 
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Beth Arabah, Middin, Secaeah, @Nibshan, 
the City of Salt and Bin Gedi—six towns and 
their villages. . 

‘Yudah could not dislodge the Jebusites, who 
were living in Jerusalem) to this day the Jebusites 
live there with the people of Judah. 


Allotment for Ephraim and Manasseh — : 


16 The allotment for Joseph began at the 

Jordan of Jericho,* east of the waters of 
Jericho, and went up from there through the 
desert into the hill country of Bethel, 2lt went 
on from Bethel (that is, Luz), crossed over to 
the territory of the Arkites in Ataroth, Sde- 
scended westward to the territory of the Japh- 
letites as far as the region of Lower Beth Hor- 
on and on to Gezer, ending at the sea. 

4So Manasseh and Ephraim, the descendants of 

Joseph, received their inheritance, 


5This was the territory of Ephraim, clan by clan: 
The boundary of their inheritance went 
from Ataroth Addar in the east to Upper Beth — 
Horon ¢and continued to the sea, From Mic- 
methath on the north it curved eastward to 
Taanath Shiloh, passing by it to Janoah on the 
east, 7Then it went down from Janoah to 
Ataroth and Naarah, touched Jericho and 
came out at the Jordan. §From Tappuah the 
border went west to the Kanah Ravine and 
ended at the sea. This was the inheritance of 
the tribe of the Ephraimites, clan by clan. %It 
also included all the towns and their villages 
that were set aside for the Ephraimites within 
the inheritance of the Manassites. ‘ 
WThey did not dislodge the Canaanites living in 
Gezer; to this day the Canaanites live among the 
people of Ephraim but are required to do forced 
labor, 
1 This was the allotment for the tribe of Ma- 
nasseh as Joseph’s firstborn, that is, for 
Makir, Manasseh’s firstborn. Makir was the ances- 
tor of the Gileadites, who had received Gilead and 
Bashan because the Makirites were great soldiers. 
2So this allotment was for the rest of the people of 
Manasseh—the clans of Abiezer, Helek, Asriel, 
Shechem, Hepher and Shemida. These are the 
other male descendants of Manasseh son of Joseph 
by their clans. 
3Now Zelophehad son of Hepher, the son of 
Gilead, the son of Makir, the son of Manasseh, had 
no sons but only daughters, whose names were 
Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah and Tirzah. 4They 


— 
15:63 Hints of Failure 

In several key places (13:2-7; 16:10; 23:4) and in 
Judges 1, the Bible indicates that pockets of 
Canaanites remained in the land. The Israelites 
“could not dislodge” them, or “did not drive them 
out.” The unconquered tribes became thorns in 
Israel's side. 


Neen AEE 


id some Septuagint manuscripts; other Septuagint manuscripts (see also note at Judges 1:14) Othniel, he urged her 
©] Jordan of Jericho was possibly an ancient name for the Jordan River. 


42 Septuagint; Hebrew 
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Filling Moses’ Shoes 


jlow orders as well as give them 


Joshua could fo 


oro throughout the lifetime of Joshua. 24:31 
i ings. He 

hua began in humble surroundings 
See Red Sea to faces Henle apnea 

he Israelites con 

ander, Soon after escaping from Egypt, t Bs 
commancies rua to lead thelt very fist battle (Exodve 173 wih Cod, taku was 
LE CIE Cine eatoery ds coming from the camp, sounds that turned 
become Moses 


A month 
5 un 
side. He first reported to Moses the strange so in joshua rose tO k 
ritual rebellion (Exodus 32:17) J se te PMtoses changed his 


out to be the Israelites’ great spi ( ; Degen tala 
od number-two man, an aide who served him at almos ry crisis. f se 

on Hoshea, which meant “help,” or “salvation,” to Joshua, meaning The Lord's help 

(The Greek form of Joshua is Jesus.) 


was born a slave in Eayet and 
ital 


in the Bible as a mil 
ae ind Moses 


Israel served the L 
ted a new enemy, ai 


ike all the Israelite: 
followed Moses ac 


, Moses turned to Joshua a; ain, choosing him as one of 12 
F aBSUEtne land. Ten came bac! frightened, with predictions of | 
Id keep his promises to the Israelites despite 


h that God wou! 
the military odds. , : 
Joshua learned about the hazards of leadership from that spy trip: on his return, theusane 
angry Israelites called for his public stoning (Numbers 14). But he stood firm, and God rewal 
him. Of all the Israelites who left Egypt, only he and Caleb were allowed to enter the promised 
land—not even Moses had that honor. As Moses’ death neared, God and Moses made Joshua 
leader for Israel. It was time for number two to become 
s life had many 


Becoming Number One 
On the verge of entering Cai 

spies sent to collect informatio 4 

doom. Only Joshua and Caleb had fait 


their uncontested choice for a new 


number one. 

Joshua made a remarkably smooth transition into leadership. In fact, Joshua’ 
parallels to that of Moses. The miracle of crossin, the Jordan River Polen Dy replayed Moses’ 
crossing of the Red Sea. Moses encountered Gor directly at the burning bush; Joshua met God's 
special representative, the “commander of the army of the Lorp,” and likewise took off his shoes 
at the meeting (5:13-15). 

Both Moses and Joshua wrote the law onto stones: Moses creating a permanent record for 
Israel, and Joshua erecting a monument for the nation to pass by on the way into the new land 
(8:32). Both leaders pleaded with God on behalf of their people. And both ended their terms with 


stirring speeches that reviewed history and challenged the people toward a critical choice. 


Well-Rounded Leader 
Moses, who grew up in the courts of Pharaoh, obviously received a better education than 


Joshua. He showed a philosophical bent. Joshua, on the other hand, was acti i 
oh : i h tion-oriented and 
pragmatic, a perfect military man. He had the rare combination of knowing how to follow orders 


as well as how to give them. 
The Bible, never guilty of glossing over its heroes’ flaws, reveals some of Joshua's mistakes. In 


one incident in the desert, he was rash (Numbers 11:26-30). Durin i i 
lesert, he i : : the fir 
freety negelep ons CD) the pep oes he acted impulsively, witheut fist geen Goa sates 
q ith his first major defeat at Ai, he uncharacteristically di in fri i : 
Core Sen re ser ee naps What are you doing down on Hur taconite ae 
if ese few incidents, Joshua’s life was marked by | faith a i 

Joshua never let the press of milita’ ion ii i id Mppeibiisibeliag 
[ Dre ry action interfere with worship and the 
rare ene he Qed ae fan (an immense bureaucratic burden Pel last 
bal OF poor sdom and fairness, selecting his own portion only after all 

The Bible records this simpl ria 

T } ple legacy: “Israel served the L i 
eran e Lorp throt 
oe ee ee Atri how rarely that occurred in the life of meat the Nanna tal 

ons: Often when a popular leader—a itici, i ; 

something slips. What made Joshua such an aftotvenerlea oa a teacher—retires from office 


—____...._-___ | 7 


the pnest. loshua son of Nun, and 
a sat The Lore commanded 
yheritance among our broth, 
them an inheritance along: 
heir father, according to the 
Manasseh’s share consisted of 
ades Gilead and Bashan east of 
the daughters of the tribe of 
ceived an inheritance among the 
{ of Gilead belonged to the rest af the 
of Manasseh 


Phe territory of Manasseh extended from 

© Micmethath east of Shechem, The 
dary ran southward from there to in- 
ne people living at En Tappuah, (May 
» had the land of Tappuah, but Tappuah 
the boundary of Manasseh, be- 
e Ephraunites.) Then the bound- 
i south to the Kanah Ravine 
vns belonging to Ephraim lying 
towns of Manasseh, but the 
ot Manasseh was the northern side 
avine and ended at the sea. On the 
th the land belonged to Ephraim, on the 
rth to Manasseh. The territory of Manasseh 
eached the sea and bordered Asher on the 
ssachar on the east 


th and 
Vithin Issachar and Asher, Manasseh 
id Beth Shan, Ibleam and the people of 
| Taanach and Megiddo, together 
their surrounding settlements (the third 
t is Naphoth) 
,assites were not able to occupy these 
the Canaanites were determined to live 
However, when the Israelites 
they subjected the Canaanites to 
ced labor but did not drive them out complete- 


The people of Joseph said to Joshua, “Why 

h you given us only one allotment and one 
portion for an inheritance? We are a numerous 
people and the Logo has blessed us abundantly.” 
if you are so numerous,” Joshua answered, 

the hill country of Ephraim is too small for 
go up into the forest and clear land for your- 
es there in the land of the Perizzites and Reph- 


ve 


and i 
aite 
The people of Joseph replied, “The hill coun- 
try is not enough for us, and all the Canaanites 
who live in the plain have iron chariots, both those 
in Beth Shan and its settlements and those in the 
of Jezreel.” 
But Joshua said to the house of Joseph—to 
»hraim and Manasseh—“You are numerous and 
y powerful. You will have not only one allot- 
ment ‘but the forested hill country as well. Clear 
ind its farthest limits will be yours; though the 


Valle 


17:4 Daughters’ Rights 
See Numbers 27:1-11 and Numbers 36 for the 
historical context to these women’s appeal. 


Naphoth Dor 
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Canaanites have iron chariots and though they are 
strong, you ean drive them out” 


Division of the Rest of the Land | 


18 The whole assembly of the Israelites gath> 
ered at Shiloh and set up the Tent of " 
ing there, The country was brought under their 
control, 2but there were still seven Israelite tribes: 
who had not yet received their inheritance. 

‘So Joshua said to the Israelites: “How long will 
you wait before you begin to take possession of the 
land that the Lorv, the God of your fathers, haw 
given you? 4Appoint three men from each tribe. 1 
will send them out fo make a survey of the land 
and to write a description of it, according to the 
inheritance of each, Then they will return to me. 
5You are to divide the land into seven parts. Judah 
is to remain in its territory on the south and the 
house of Joseph in its territory on the north, After 
you have written descriptions of the seven parts of 
the land, bring them here to me and | will cast lots” 
for you in the presence of the Lorv our God. 7The 
Levites, however, do not get a portion among you, 
because the priestly service of the Loro is their 
inheritance. And Gad, Reuben and the half-tribe 
of Manasseh have already received their inheri- 
tance on the east side of the Jordan. Moses the 
servant of the Lorp gave it to them.” 

8As the men started on their way to map out the 
land, Joshua instructed them, “Go and make a 
survey of the land and write a description of it. 
Then return to me, and | will cast lots for you here 
at Shiloh in the presence of the Lorp.” 9So the men 
left and went through the land. They wrote its 
description on a scroll, town by town, in seven 
parts, and returned to Joshua in the camp at Shi- 
Joh, ‘Joshua then cast lots for them in Shiloh in 
the presence of the Lorp, and there he distributed 
the land to the Israelites according to their tribal 
divisions. 


Allotment for Benjamin 


11The lot came up for the tribe of Benjamin, clan by 
clan. Their allotted territory lay between the tribes 
of Judah and Joseph: 
12On the north side their boundary began at 
the Jordan, passed the northern slope of Jeri- 
cho and headed west into the hill country, 
coming out at the desert of Beth Aven. !3From 
there it crossed to the south slope of Luz (that 
is, Bethel) and went down to Ataroth Addar 
on the hill south of Lower Beth Horon. 
\4From the hill facing Beth Horon on the 


18:3 Missing an Opportunity 

Such verses as 17:13-and 18:3 imply that the 
Israelites could have driven out the Canaanites, but — 
Canaanites for 


(17:16). 


n the Hinnom Valley along 
t te city and soto En 
f the Jebusit ae 


Sit then went to the northern 
joglah and came out at the 
Salt Sea,? at the mouth of 
This was the southern 


f the clans of Benjamin on all sides. 


Benjamin, clan by clan, had the fol- 


Beth Hoglah, Emek Keziz, 2Beth 
raim, Bethel, 3Avvim, Parah, 
har Ammoni, Ophni and Geba 
and their villages. 
ah, Beeroth, 6Mizpah, Ke- 
M 27Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah, 
Haeleph, the Jebusite city (that is, 
m), Gibeah and Kiriath—fourteen 
and their villages 
as the inheritance of Benjamin for its clans. 


Allotment for Simeon 


econd Jot came out for the tribe of Sim- 
n by clan. Their inheritance lay with- 
ory of Judah. 2It included: 
a (or Sheba),< Moladah, 3Hazar 
Balah, Ezem, 4Eltolad, Bethul, Hor- 
h, 5Ziklag, Beth Marcaboth, Hazar Susah, 
Lebaoth and Sharuhen—thirteen towns 
their villages; 
Ain, Rimmon, Ether and Ashan—four 
towns and their villages— Sand all the villages 
around these towns as far as Baalath Beer 
(Ramah in the Negev) 
This was the inheritance of the tribe of theSimeon- 
ites, clan by elan. 9The inheritance of the Simeon- 
ites was taken from the share of Judah, because 
Judah's portion was more than they needed. So 
the Simeonites received their inheritance within 
the territory of Judah. 


Allotment for Zebulun 

‘The third lot came up for Zebulun, clan by clan: 
The boundary of their inheritance went as 

18 Septuagint, Hebrew slope facing the Arabah 


Sheba 428 Some Hebrew 
and Judah, the Jordan, 


2 boundaries that marked out the 


*19 Thatis, the Dead Sea 
manuscripts (see also Joshua 21:30); most Hebrew 


Ha 
the Valley of Iphtah El. 'In- 
Kattath, Nahalal, Shimron, Ida 


\sTheir territory included: ’ 
Spacek, Kesulloth, Shunem, 1Hapharaim, 
Shion, Anaharath, 20Rabbith, Kisteety FO 
21Remeth, En Gannim, En Haddah and Beth 


their villages. : B20 | 
2These towns and their villages were the inheri- 
tance of the tribe of Issachar, clan by dan. 


Allotment for Asher 
24The fifth lot came out for the tribe of Asher, clan 
by clan. 25Their territory included: 

Helkath, Hali, Beten, Acshaph, 2¢Allam- 
melech, Amad and Mishal. On the west the 
boundary touched Carmel and Shihor Lib- 
nath. 27It then turned east toward Beth Da- 
gon, touched Zebulun and the Valley of Iph- 
tah El, and went north to Beth Emek and Nei- 
el, passing Cabul on the left. 28It went to Ab- 
don,4 Rehob, Hammon and Kanah, as far as 
Greater Sidon, 27The boundary then turned 
back toward Ramah and went to the fortified 
city of Tyre, turned toward Hosah and came 
out at the sea in the region of Aczib, ®Um- 
mah, Aphek and Rehob. There were twenty- 
two towns and their villages. 

31These towns and their villages were the inheri- 
tance of the tribe of Asher, clan by clan. 


Allotment for Naphtali 3 


*2The sixth lot came out for Naphtali, clan by clan: 
*STheir boundary went from Heleph and 
the large tree in Zaanannim, passing Adami — 

Nekeb and Jabneel to Lakkum and. ending at 
the Jordan. 4The boundary ran west through 
Aznoth Tabor and came out at Hukkok. It 
touched Zebulun on the south, Asher on the 
west and the Jordan’ on the east. 35The forti- 
fied cities were Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rak- 
kath, Kinnereth, %Adamah, Ramah, Hazor, 
37Kedesh, Edrei, En Hazor, Iron, Migdal EL, - 
Horem, Beth Anath and Beth Shemesh. There 
were nineteen towns and their villages, 


°2 Or 7 
aaah 


_ 


WY here towne and their villages were the inheri= 


tanee af (he (ibe of Naphtalt, elan by clan, 


Allotinent for Dan 
wT he vih tot cam out for the tribe of Dan, 
la ) ' Ihe territory of their inheritance 


ih Eshteol to Shemesh, &@Shaalabbin, 


Viton. Hhlah, “Elon, Timnah, Bkron, 4B 
tekel. Gibbethon, GBaalath, M“ehud, Bene 
Berk. Gath Rimmon, Me Jarkon and Rak- 
kon with the area facing Joppa 


tthe Danites had difficulty taking posses- 
hen territory, so they went up and at 
hed Leshem, took it, put it to the sword and 
spied iL They settled in Leshem and named it 
Dan after their forefather.) 
These towns and their villages were the inheri- 
tthe tribe of Dan, clan by clan 


AHotment for Joshua 


When they had finished dividing the land into 
its allotted portions, the Israelites gave Joshua son 

{ Nun an inheritance among them, “as the Lorp 
had commanded. They gave him the town he 
ished for— Timnath Serah in the hill country of 


Ephraim. And he built up the town and settled 
These are the territories that Bleazar the priest, 
Joshus son of Nun and the heads of the tribal clans 
vf Israel assigned by lot at Shiloh in the presence of 
the Lop at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 
\nd so they finished dividing the land 


Cities of Refuge 


20) Then the Lorp said to Joshua; 2’Tell the 
het Isvaclites to designate the cities of refuge, as 
t ted you through Moses, 3so that anyone 
; a person accidentally and unintentional- 
may tlee there and find protection from the 
ivenger of blood 
‘When he flees to one of these cities, he is to 
tand in the entrance of the city gate and state his 
ise before the elders of that city, Then they are to. 
admit him into their city and give him a place to 
live with them. ‘If the avenger of blood pursues 
him, they must not surrender the one accused, 
because he killed his neighbor unintentionally and 
without malice aforethought. He is to stay in that 
ty until he has stood trial before the assembly and 
intil the death of the high priest who is serving at 
hat time. Then he may go back to his own home in 
he town from which he fled.” 


20:2 Accidents, Not Crimes 


The cities of refuge were designed to aid a person 
who caused an accidental death or “involuntary 
manslaughter.” They provided a sanctuary from 
revenge. They did not, however, shelter a person 
who had committed a premeditated, intentional 
murder. (See Numbers 35:6 and Deuteronomy 
4:41-43; 19.) 
LL ————————— 
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country of Naphtali, Shechem in the hill country of 
Ephraim, and Kirlath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the 
hill country of Judah, “On the east side of the 
Jordan of Jericho they designated Bezer in the 
desert on the plateau in the tribe of Reuben, 
Ramoth in Gilead in the tribe of Gad, and Golan in 
Bashan in the tribe of Manasseh. “Any of the Isra- 
elites or any alien living among them who killed 
someone accidentally could flee to these desig- 
nated cities and not be killed by the avenger of 
blood prior to standing trial before the assembly, 


Towns for the Levites 


21 Now the family heads of the Levites ap-_ 
proached Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of 
Nun, and the heads of the other tribal families of 
Israel 2at Shiloh in Canaan and said to them, “The 
Lorv commanded through Moses that you give us 
towns to live in, with pasturelands for our live- 
stock,” 9So, as the Lop had commanded, the Isra- 
elites gave the Levites the following towns and 
pasturelands out of their own inheritance: 

‘The first lot came out for the Kohathites, clan by 
clan. The Levites who were descendants of Aaron — 
the priest were allotted thirteen towns from the 
tribes of Judah, Simeon and Benjamin. 5The rest of 
Kohath’s descendants were allotted ten towns 
from the clans of the tribes of Ephraim, Dan 
half of Manasseh. \ 

The descendants of Gershon were allotted thir- 
teen towns from the clans of the tribes of Issachar, 
Asher, Naphtali and the half-tribe of Manasseh in 
Bashan. 

7The descendants of Merari, clan by clan, re- 
ceived twelve towns from the tribes of Reuben, 
Gad and Zebulun. bg 

8So the Israelites allotted to the Levites these 


towns and their pasturelands, as the Lorp had 


commanded through Moses. 
°From the tribes of Judah and Simeon they allotted 
the following towns by name 10(these towns were 
assigned to the descendants of Aaron who were 
from the Kohathite clans of the Levites, because 
the first lot fell to them): 2 
11They gave them Kiriath Arba (that is, He- 
bron), with its surrounding pastureland, in- 
the hill country of Judah. (Arba was the fore- 
father of Anak.) !2But the fields and villages 
around the city they had given to Caleb son of 
Jephunneh as his possession. wen 
13S0 to the descendants of Aaron the priest 


21:8 No Land for the Levites 

As of their calling to serve God, the Levites — 
tot no land in Canam, Reaai aay Sacalialeal 
towns scattered in the other tribes’ lands—four 
towns from each tribe. This forced them to depend 
s6t on thelr heres ee eee are 
(see Numbers 18:20). It dispersed the priests 
ee all the people; this enabled them to instruct 
the tribes in the law and to lead worship. 


Also known as Timnath Heres (see Judges 2:9) °8 Jordan of Jericho was possibly an ancient name for the Jordan River, e 


he 


© 


of 


JOSHUA 21:14 at 
they gave Hebron (a city of aoe: 
accused of murder), Libnahy OMT pork 
temoa, !5Holon, Debir, !®Ain. Jui eae 
Shemesh, together with eked 
nine towns from these two + hin 
; 17And from the tibere eae in 

em Gibeon, Geba, ni 
ee with — their pasturelands—four 


towns 
19A]] the towns for the pr 
Aaron, were thirteen, toge! 
lands. 
2The rest of the Koh: 
vere allotted towns fr t 
Meee Rs il country of Ephraim they were 
given Shechem (a city of refuge for one 
accused of murder) and Gezer, 22Kibzaim an 
Beth Horon, together with their pasturelands 
—four towns. ; 
2Also from the tribe of Dan they received 
Eltekeh, Gibbethon, “4Aijalon and Gath Rim- 
mon, together with their pasturelands—four 
towns : 
25From half the tribe of Manasseh they re- 
ach and Gath Rimmon, together 
asturelands—two towns. 


ceived Taz 
with their 


26Al] these ten towns and their pasturelands were 


given to the rest of the Kohathite clans. 


27The Levite clans of the Gershonites were given: 


from the half-tribe of Manasseh, 
Golan in Bashan (a city of refuge for one 
accused of murder) and Be Eshtarah, together 
with their pasturelands—two towns; 
28from the tribe of Issachar, 
Kishion, Daberath, **Jarmuth and En Gan- 
nim, together with their pasturelands—four 
towns; 
#from the tribe of Asher, 
Mishal, Abdon, 3!Helkath and Rehob, to- 
gether with their pasturelands—four towns; 
32from the tribe of Naphtali, 
Kedesh in Galilee (a city of refuge for one 
accused of murder), Hammoth Dor and Kar- 
tan, together with their pasturelands—three 
towns. 
33All the towns of the Gershonite clans were thir- 
teen, together with their pasturelands 
+The Merarite clans (the rest of the Levites) were 
given: 
from the tribe of Zebulun, 
Jokneam, Kartah, 5Dimnah and Nahalal, to- 
gether with their pasturelands—four towns; 
from the tribe of Reuben, : 
Bezer, Jahaz, 7Kedemoth and Mephaath, to- 
gether with their pasturelands—four towns; 
“from the tribe of Gad, ‘ 
panes e Gilead (a city of refuge for one 
murder), Mahanaim, 39%Heshbon 


and Jazer, together with thei S 
four towns in all ge 


40All the towns allotted 
to the 
were the rest of the Levi a 


ites, were t 
“The towns of the L welve, 


evites in th i 
by the Israelites were forty-eight nee 


ests, the descendants of 
ther with their pasture- 


athite clans of the Levites 
‘om the tribe of Ephraim: 
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with their pasturelands. 42Bach ie theatiporea ees : 


pasturelands surrounding it; 


these 


43S0 the Lorp gave Israel 
sworn to give their 


towns. *~ 
all the land he had 


forefathers, and they took 


possession of it and settled there. 4The Lorp gave 


them 


rest on every side, just as he had sworn to 


i mies with- 
their forefathers, Not one of their ene 
stood them; the Lorp handed all their enemies 


over to them. “Not one of all 


promi: 


the Lorp’s good 
ses to the house of Israel failed; every one 


was fulfilled, 
Eastern Tribes Return Home 


2 


Then Joshua summoned the Reubenites, 
the Goaites and the half-tribe of Manasseh 


2and said to them, “You have done all that Moses 
the servant of the Lorp commanded, and you 
have obeyed me in everything ! commanded. 3For 


along 


time now—to this very day—you have not 


deserted your brothers but have carried out the 


missio) 
the Lo: 


n the Lorp your God gave you. 4Now that 
RD your God has given your brothers rest as 


he promised, return to your homes in the land that 


Moses 


the servant of the Lorp gave you on the 


other side of the Jordan. 5But be very careful to 
keep the commandment and the law that Moses 
the servant of the Lorp gave you; to love the Lorp 
your God, to walk in all his ways, to obey his 
commands, to hold fast to him and to serve him 
with all your heart and all your soul.” 

6Then Joshua blessed them and sent them away, 
and they went to their homes. 7(To the half-tribe of 
Manasseh Moses had given land in Bashan, and to 
the other half of the tribe Joshua gave land on the 
west side of the Jordan with their brothers.) When. 


Joshua 


sent them home, he blessed ‘them, ®saying, 


“Return to your homes with your great wealth— 
with large herds of livestock, with silver, gold, 


bronze 


and iron, and a great quantity of clothing— 


and divide with your brothers the plunder from 
your enemies.” 

9So the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half- 
tribe of Manasseh left the Israelites at Shiloh in 
Canaan to return to Gilead, their own land, which 
they had acquired in accordance with the com- 
mand of the Lorp through Moses. 

10When they came to Geliloth near the Jordan in 


the land of Canaan, the Reubenites, 
and the half-tribe of Manasseh built 


the Gadites 
an im; 


altar there by the Jordan. 11And when the Israelites 
heard that they had built the altar on the border of 


Canaan at Geliloth near the Jordan 


on the Israelite 


side, 12the whole assembly of Israel gathered at 


Shiloh to go 


13So the Israelites sent Phinehas 
the priest, to the land of Gilead—to 


to war against them, 


son of Eleazar, 


this? How could you turn away from the Lorp and 
build yourselves an altar in rebellion against him 
how?! Was not the sin of Peor enough for us? Up 
to this very day we have not cleansed ourselves 
in_ even though a plague fell on the 

( the Loro! }8And are you now turn- 


from that 
Community 


way trom the LORD? 
ig nt Fait rebel against the Lorp today, tomor- 
row he will be angry with the whole community of 
Israel lll the land you possess is defiled, come 
over to the Loro’s land, where the Logp‘s taber- 


hacle stands, and share the land with us. But do 
not rebel against the Lorp or against us by build- 
ing an altar for yourselves, other than the altar of 
he Lorp our God, 20When Achan son of Zerah 
acted unfaithfully regarding the devoted things,« 
did not wrath come upon the whole community of 
Israel? He was not the only one who died for his 
sin 
?i Then Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Ma- 
nasseh replied to the heads of the clans of Israel: 
The Mighty One, God, the Lorp! The Mighty 
One, God, the Lorp! He knows! And let Israel 
know! If this has been in rebellion or disobedience 
to the Lorp, do not spare us this day. 23If we have 
built our own altar to turn away from the Lorp and 
to offer burnt offerings and grain offerings, or to 
sacrifice fellowship offerings? on it, may the Lorp 
himself call us to account. 
4No! We did it for fear that some day your 
descendants might say to ours, ‘What do you have 
to do with the Lorp, the God of Israel? >The Lorp 
has made the Jordan a boundary between us and 
you—you Reubenites and Gadites! You have no 
share in the Lorp.’ So your descendants might 
cause ours to stop fearing the Lorp, 
26’’That is why we Said, ‘Let us get ready and 
build an altar—but not for burnt offerings or sacri- 
tices,’ 27On the contrary, it is to be a witness be- 
(ween us and you.and the generations that follow, 
that we will worship the Lorp at his sanctuary 


22:10 Explosive 
Misunderstanding 
Chapter 22 records a misunderstanding that could 
have led to civil war. Several Israelite tribes built a 
large altar. This inflamed the other tribes. Weren't 
the builders grossly violating God’s law by erecting 
an altar, a function only priests should perform? 
Were these tribes so soon abandoning the rules of 
worship Moses and Joshua had laid down? Or, 
perhaps, had they provocatively built their altar on 
the western side of the Jordan River to stake a 
claim to others’ land? The western tribes soon 
learned the truth: the easterners had built not an 
altar, but a monument to commemorate their 
national unity with the western tribes. A civil war 
was averted after some heated exchanges. The y 
incident reveals the intensity of religious feeling in 
the new nation, 
———_—_———————— 


The Hebrew term ret 


Iraditionally peace offerings: also un verse 27 “4 That o, the 


+» to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the Lop, often by totally destroyeng them. 
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with our burnt 
offerings. Then 
not bé able 
Lorp.’ 

24” And we said, ‘If they ever say this to us, or to 
our descendants, we will answer; Look at the rep- 
lica of the Loxp’s altar, which our fathers built, not 
for burt offerings and sacrifices, but as a witness 
between us and you.’ 

2"""Far be it from us to rebel against the Loxo and 
turn away from him today by building an altar for 
burnt offerings, grain offerings and sacrifices, 
other than the altar of the Loxp our God that 
stands before his tabernacle.” 

When Phinehas the priest and the leaders of 
the community—the heads of clans of the Isra- 
elites—heard what Reuben, and 
had to say, they were pleased. 3! And Phinehas son 
of Eleazar, the priest, said to Reuben, Gad and 
Manasseh, “Today we know that the Loro is with 
us, because you have not acted unfaithfully 
toward the Lorp in this matter. Now you have 
rescued the Israelites from the Loxp’s hand.” 

Then Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, and 
the leaders returned to Canaan from their meeting 
with the Reubenites and Gadites in Gilead and 
reported to the Israelites. 3They were glad to hear 
the report and praised God. And they talked no 
more about going to war against them to devastate 
the country where the Reubenites and the Gadites 
lived. ; 

And the Reubenites and the Gadites gave 
altar this name: A Witness Between Us that the 
Lorp is God. 


Joshua’s Farewell to the Leaders 
2 After a long time had passed and the Lorp 
had given Israel rest from all their enemies 

around them, Josnua, by then old and well ad- 
vanced in years, summoned all Israel—their el- 
ders, leaders, judges and officials—and said to 
them: “I am old and well advanced in years. 3You 
yourselves have seen everything the Lorp your 
God has done to all these nations for your sake; it 
was the Lorp your God who fought for you. 
4Remember how | have allotted as an inheritance 
for your tribes all the land of the nations that re-_ 
main—the nations I conquered—between the Jor- 
dan and the Great Sea in the west. [The Lorp 
your God himself will drive them out of your way. 
He will push them out , and you will 
take possession of their as the Lorp your 
God promised you. 

6Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is 
written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without — 
turning aside to the right or to the left. 7Do not 
associate with these that remain among 
you; do not invoke the names of their gods or 
swear by them. You must not serve them or bow 
down to them. *But you are to hold fast to the 
Lorp your God, as you have until now, 

* The Lorv has driven out before you great and. 
powerful nations; to this day no one has been able 


JOSHUA 23:9 


inthe fature our Soden 
y 
to say to.ours, ‘You have noshateln the 


- 
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to withstand you, 1One « 
because the LORD your ( 
he promised. '1So be very 
your God 

12"But if YOu tam away @ 
the survivors Of these nat! 
you and if YOu intermarry © 


jouts @ thousand, 
for you, just as 
we the LorD 


surselves with 


that the LorD 


with them, Tithen you may tS OL ions Balaam son of Beor Seat Saaias er yo: 
your God Will ne long: out these Ty would not listen to Balam, 50 he bles 
betore you. Instead, thes ’ be and thorns in. again and again, and | delivered you ov! 
traps for YOu, whips on ) acks ie good land, hand a . 
your eves, Unt you pers! ~ an vou 1e-Then you crossed the Jordan and came to 
which the LORD your Co ™* St tne earth: Jericho. The citizens of feieho fought agains! you, 
Now Lamabout foo!" 27 °°8 hi iGtone as did also the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanitess 
You knovalaaiaagm your ) your God gave Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but 
of all xo yout Slilied: gave them into your hands. I sent the hornet 
yon a Stood prom- ahead of you, which drove them out before YOU 
not or a cet five, go the also the two Amorite kings. You did not do it 
ORD Wika cclhe has threat- your own sword and bow. 13S I gave you a lane . 
ened; Alas o strom this good on which you did not toil and cities you di 
and he has given v vy violate the cov- build; and you live in them and eat from vineyards _ 
nant - Tae tie vy Which he com- — and-olive groves that you did not plant. a 
anded you, and 5 rve other gods and 14"Now fear the Lorp and serve him with all 
sow down to the cos anger will burn faithfulness. Throw away the gods your fore- 
against you, and y ly perish from the fathers worshiped beyond the River and in Esypt, { 
good land he has ¢ and serve the Lorp. ‘But if serving the 
e seems undesirable to you, then choose for your- 
The Covenant Renewed at Shechem selves this day whom you will serve, hog the 
ig Is- gods your forefathers served beyond River, or 
24 J all the tribes of Ts" fhe gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are 


rael at Sty 


“ :mmoned the elders, 
judges and ie rpc living. But as for me and my household, we ae 


{ Israel, and they 
serve the Lorp.” 


presented thems« e God 7 
Joshua said to a ple, “This is what the lsThen the people answered, “Far be it from us: 
ox, the God of Is ong ago your fore- _ to forsake the Lorp to serve other Wit was 


fathers, including | . father of Abraham the Lorp our God himself who brought us and our 
and Nahor, lived tx River? and wor- fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, 
shiped other gods *t ok your father Abra- and performed those great signs before our eyes. 
ham from the lard bevor ithe River and led him He protected us on our entire journey and among 
him many descend- __ all the nations through which we traveled. And 


throughout Canaar 
© Isaac I gave Jacob the Lorp drove out before us all the nations, in- 


ants. I gave him Isaz 


and Esau. [ assigned ‘he hill country of Seir to cluding the Amorites, who lived in the land. We 

Esau, but Jacob and h ntdown to Egypt. too will serve the Lorp, because he is our God.” 
Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and | afflicted 19Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to” 

the Egyptians by what | did there, and I brought serve the Lorp. He is a holy God; he is a jealous 

you out. “When | brought your fathers out of — God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your 

Egypt, you came fo the sea and the Egyptians sins. 201f you forsake the Lor and serve foreign 

pure neg ae char ‘ound horsemen® as far gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and 

as the Rei a£ “But they cred to the Lorp for after 

help, and he put darkness between you and the pee ond ee ute 4 hes an oc ‘SF ‘ 


Egyptians; he brought the sea over th d a 
covered them. You saw with your wwn even aieall clei eee said to Joshua, “No! We will 
2Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against 


24:2 Joshua's Farewell yourselves that you have ehesensto serve. the” 


Joshua’s final speech has many similarities ¢ the 
much longer speeches by Moses in * 
Deuteronomy. Both fi the pattern of a treaty 


“Yes, we are with 
2Now then,” said J 


between a ruler and his people. Joshua useg the foreign gods that are a 
ocradion so renew the covenant Between God/anil hearts to the Lorp, the 
the Israelites (24:25-27). For more details, 24And thi id to. 
description of “suzerainty treaties" in one at the Lorp oa cee 


Read Deute a 149. 
ee 25On that day Joshua m 
i people, and there at She 


‘2 Thatis, the Euphrates; also in verses® Mand is, 
z - © Orcharioteers <6 Hebrew Yam Si 
ei uph; 


decrees and laws. *And Jk 
things in the Book of the Law 
a large stone and set it uy 

the holy of the 

"See! 


Buried in the Promised Land 
28Then Joshua sent the people away; 
‘Own inheritance. 
*After these things, 
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Freedom Fighte 


These “judges” took up arms to defer 


homeland 


Whenever the Logo raised up a judge for them, he was with th ind saved them out of the 
hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived. 2:18 


he “judges” of this book molt be called guerrillas or fre 
one woman) were renowned not for court cases, but for t 
foreign invaders. Like all military leaders, they sometimes se | 
Judges, however, is preoccupied not with legal matters, but will e excitement o 


freedom. : P ‘ 

Israel’s judges certainly did not stick to ‘the rules of prope re.” judge Ehud tricked his 
opponent into a private conference; behind closed doors hi \d out a knife and plunged it 
into the enemy king's belly (3:12-30). Judge Gideon won a st victory in the middle of the 
night, His small band so confused the occupying army with id lights that the enemy 
soldiers stabbed each other and fled in the darkness (chapter 7), Samson never led an army; his 
battle tricks have been compared to the pranks of an overgrown juvenile delinquent (chapters 
14-16). Ss 

Most of the time the Israelites hid in the hills while their nies. with superior weapons, 
controlled the plains. (Chariots, like tanks, were devastating in country, but almost useless in 
muddy or rugged terrain.) Outnumbered, the Israelites relied M ambushes and sneak attacks. 
They knew every gully, for they were fighting for their homeland. Strategy made up for lack of 


lers today, These men (and 


campaigns against 
Ts, bur the book of 
f fighting for 


strength. 


Ugliest Stories of the Bible ra 

As a book about early Jewish military heroes, Judges inspires and fascinates. But you can’t make 
the whole book fit that description. If you read strictly lool i for heroes, you'd have to ignore 
half of Judges—and you would miss its most important point about God's work with Israel. 

For one thing, Judges’ “heroes” were badly flawed, Samson was pitifully vulnerable to his lust 
for women. Gideon won a battle, then led the nation Into idolatry. Jephthah, a former outlaw, 
apparently knew very little about the God he was supposed to serve. i 

Add to this the “non-heroic” material: Abimelech, Gideon's s0n, Who slaughtered 70 
half-brothers so he could be named king; Jephthah and Gideon, Who massacred fellow Israelites 
who had failed to support them; and the sad characters of the five chapters of Judges Th 
contain some of the ugliest stories in the Bible—tales of homosexual eal, idolatry, Oui 
thievery, rape, and murder. The book of Judges runs downhill, from bad to worse. Yo ne le 
Up Wandetins wes sug material is doing in the Bible.  may.end 

very picture has shadows; every suspenseful novel has chapters that look trul 4 ‘i 
story of God and his people, Judges is that kind of ¢ Y dark. In the 
humanity remains ternibhy RAG chaning Hoes oe *poradically, but 


Enthusiasm Fades 
God wanted better things for his people than he got ‘ : 
slavery in Egypt. He had given them a rich land and’ ae mwa cc ued Israel fron ¢ 

worship and government centering on him. He would be no distant God inne System of 
would live with them, 1e heaven; 
But after some initial enthusiasm, the Israelites didn't continue the way ( 
Instead, they learned to live with the sophisticated people they found as 4} ‘od had pointed 
whose faults included worshiping idols be a Orgies and child sacris "elt neighbors. sr, 
The Israelites held the mountains, but the dan-held valleys, cuttin : e ‘S—people — 
separated the tribes. Soon each group of isolated Israelites began operating 2agh thedas i 
in pendently. The 
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next generation lost its sense of national identity. The people worshi the idol Baal alongside 
the Lord. Though descended from 12 brothers, they spa more tine fighting each other than the 


foreign oppressors. They violated virtually every mora standard. The last verse of Judges sums it 
up: “Everyone did as he saw fit.” What they saw fit, wasn’t. t 


The Secret of Their Survival 

The foreign invasions were no accident, judges says: they came from God just as surely as the 
heroic rescuers did. A pattern developed. God allowed suffering as a consequence of the 
Israelites’ disobedience. When stlngs grew really terrible, their attention would turn back to God. 
He would respond by sending a judge to rescue them. But soon they would fail again. This 
pattern repeated itself time and again. The Israelites always forgot their need for God, and the 
dreary cycle ground on, 

The secret of Israel’s survival was not, then, military heroes or guerrilla tactics, It was the 
persistent, unwearied love of God himself. Though they forgot him, he did not forget them. He _ 
gave innumerable new beginnings. Again and again he sent “judges” to rescue them. He would 
not let them go. God is the real hero of Judges. 


How to Read Judges 


You can read Judges as a collection of heroic stories, the most famous of which are Gideon’s 
and Samson’s. But ‘opetiieg the tales tell a less heroic story. 

Read Judges, therefore, on two levels at once. On pnpilevel focus on the new beginning God 
repeatedly offered by sending a judge to rescue Israel, These are character stories with great 
fascination. You can gain a great deal by studying the strengths and weaknesses of the individual 
judges. . 

On another level, read of the deterioration of a nation that quickly forgot what God had done 
for it. This will help you understand why, in the next stage of Israel’s history, God gave the 
Israelites a king. For background on this change of government, read “The First King,” page 237. 
Another interesting study is the book of Ruth, a lovely story from the time of Judges that shows a 
softer, more hopeful side. 


PLANS FOR READING JUDGES 
PLAN 1: An Overview of Judges in 3 Days 
0 Day 1. Read the Introduction to Judges, and chapter 6, in which God calls Gideon 
to lead a guerrilla army. 
© Day 2. Read chapter 7, Gideon’s victory in battle. 
OC) Day 3. Read chapter 16, the story of Samson and Delilah, and Samson’s death. 
PLAN 2: All of Judges in 21 Days 
010203040506070 8690 00 nO 2030 “Oo 5G 16 
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I | Fights the Remaining Canaanites Perizzites. *Adoni-Bezek fled, but they chased him 
Se ee a and caught him, and cut off his thumbs and big 
i \tter the death of Joshua, the Israelites asked igs, 


the Lorp, “Who will be the first to go up and 7Then Adoni-Bezek said, “Seventy kings with 
fight for us against the Canaanites?”” their thumbs and big toes cut off have picked up 
The Lorp answered, “Judah is to go; I have scraps under my table. Now God has paid me back 
given the land into their hands.” for what I bation brought him to 
‘Then the men of Judah said to the Simeonites _ Jerusalem, an: i ts 
their brothers, ‘Come up with us into the territory 8The men of Judah attacked Jerusalem also and 
allotted to us, to fight against the Canaanites. We 


in turn will go with you into yours." So the Sim- 
1:7 Thumbs and Big Toes 


eonites went with them. tah fry pt a 
+When Judah attacked, the Lorp gave ti 5 A person lacking thumbs ig toes 

naanites and Perizzites into their hands and they rip a weapon or run quickly. So cutting off those 

struck down ten thousand men at Bezek. 5It was guaranteed a captured enemy would 

there that they found Adoni-Bezek and fought never again. 

against him, putting to rout the Canaanites and , 
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fonle lh Phe pul heaity wo the eviord and set ton 


EA fecthn tie men of Judah wert down wre 
spoil (ie Caraariites hivinag in the yy Ey iH 
the Mego and the wentert foothills ty oe 
vaneod againal the Canaanites fiving inh gin 
(rormwrly called Kirlalay Arba arid defeated She 
i inane Falrab 
mt tas vo they advanced against the people 
Hive in Debir Gormerdy called Kidath aise 
HAnd Caleb anid, UL will give my daughter Acsah 
In mariage to (he man whe attacks and capes 
fiviath Gopher” HOthniel sen of Kenaz, Caleb’o 
younger brather, Wok ih so Caleb gave his daugh: 
fer Anal to Hii te narnia 
lay when ake came to Othniel, ohe urged 
Hin taoak her father fora field, When she got off 
her donkey, Caleb avked her, “What can I do for 
you 
she replied, “Do me a special favor, Since you 
have yiven me land in the Negev, give me also 
Then Caleb gave her the upper 


WO 


Prine af water 
viel lower springs 
Jothe descendants of Moses! father-indaw, the 
Kenite went up from the City of Palms! with the 
men of fudah to live among the people of the 
Desert of fudahin the Negev near Arad 
Then the men af Judah went with the Simeon- 
ites Chel brothers and attacked the Canaanites liv- 
ing i Zephath, and they totally destroyede the 
city Therefore it was called Hormah.! 18The men 
of Judah also tooke Gaza, Ashkelon and Ekron— 
eal city will its territory 
The Loxp was with the men of Judah, They 
hook pre oof the hill country, but they were 
\nable to drive the people from the plains, because 
they had iron chariots, 20As Moses had promised, 
Hebron was given to Caleb, who drove from it the 
three sons of Anak. 2!The Benjamites, however, 
tailed to dislodge the Jebusites, who were living in 
Jerusalem, to this day the Jebusites live therewith 
nyamites 
Now the house of Joseph attacked Bethel, and 
(he Lonb was with them, When they sent men to 
spy out Bethel (formerly called Luz), the spies 
saw a man coming out of the city and they said to 
‘um. “Show us how to get into the city and we will 
see that vou are treated well,” 25S0 he showed 
them, and they put the city to the sword but 
spared the man and his whole family, 26He then 
went to the land of the Hittites, where he built a 


a and called it Luz, which is its name to this 
day 


the 


*But Manasseh did not drive out the people of 
Beth Shan or Taanach or Dor or Ibleam or Megiddo 
and their surrounding settlements, for the Ca- 
Haanites were determined to live in that land, 
When Israel became strong, they pressed the Ca- 
Haantes into forced labor but never drove them 
out completely. “Nor did Ephraim drive out the 
Canaanites living in Gezer, but the Canaanites 
continued to live there among them. “Neither did 
“NM Hoedrew. § 
fre ovr tno pen Mee her 


 Pedkeh ad mot hake 
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he Loxo, often by totally destroying them, 


ae 
Latrstun Gtive ont the Canamunites tori 

0 Sisal, has eeeanmsed atnce, See ST 
id sulbject them to Sotced tabeoe MOF Ed OSE 
drive os thone livieng in Aceon oF BOR 

‘Acrib ot Hellbah oc Agha or Reticle. 2d PERS 
of this the people of Asher ved 2PO°e a 
naanite pre A the el a - 
Naphtali drive out those living in 

beth Anath; but the Naghaaies co Sed SOM 
the Canaanite inhabitants of the land. those “ 
living in feth Shemesh and Beth Ansth became ’ 
forced laborers for them. #The Amonites confined 

the Danites to the hill country, not one a them 
to come down into the plain. SAnd the 


The Angel of the Loxp at Bokim = 


The angel of the Lorp went up from Gilgal wo 

! Bokim and said, heh a ree. thee a 
Egypt and led you into w 
spi forefathers. I'said, ‘I will never break my 
covenant with you, 2and you shall not make a 
covenant with the people of this land, but yo 
shall break down their altars.’ Yet you have dis- 
obeyed me. Why have you done this? 7Now there- 
fore | tell you that I will not drive them out before 
you; they will be thorns, in your sides and their 
gods will be a snare to you.” 

4When the angel of the Lorp had spoken these 
things to all the Israelites, the people wept aloud, 
Sand they called that place Bokim.s There they 
offered sacrifices to the Lorp. 


Disobedience and Defeat 


After Joshua had dismissed the Israelites, they 
went to take possession of the land, each to his 
own inheritance. 7The people served the Lorp 
throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders 
who outlived him and who had seen all the great 
things the Lorp had done for Israel. 

‘Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the Lorp, 
died at the age of a hundred and ten. 9And they 
buried him in the land of his inheritance, at Tim- 
nath Heres# in the hill country of Ephraim, north 
of Mount Gaash, 

WAfter that whole generation had been gath- 
ered to their fathers, another generation grew up, 
who knew neither the Lorp nor what he had done 
for Israel. !'Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes 
of the Lorp and served the Baals, 2They forsook 
the Lorp, the God of their fathers, who had 
brought them out of Egypt. They followed and 
worshiped various gods of the peoples around — 
them. They provoked the Lorp to anger l 
they forsook him and served Baal and the Ash- P 
toreths. M4In his anger against Israel the Lorp 
handed them over to raiders who plundered them, 
He sold them to their enemies all around, whom 


4 


- 


"16 That is, Jericho ‘17 The Hebrew term refers to the giv 
“17 Hormak means destruction. «18 Hebrews 

45 Bokim means werpers "9 Also know as Tinmath Serah, : 
RE toe 
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they were no longer able to resist. !SWhenever 
Israel went Out to fight, the hand of the Lorp was 
against them to defeat them, just as he had sworn 
to them. They were in great distress 

16Then the Lorp raised up judges,“ who saved 
them out of the hands of these raiders, 17Yet they 
would not listen to their judges but prostituted 
themselves to other gods and worshiped them. 


Unlike their fathers, they quickly turned from the 
Way in which their fathers had walked, the way of 
Obedience to the Lorp’s commands. !8Whenever 


the Loxp raised up a judge for them, he was with 
the judge and saved them out of the hands of their 
enemies as long as the judge lived; for the Lorp 
had compassion on them as they groaned under 
those who oppressed and afflicted them. 19But 
when the judge died, the people returned to ways 
even more corrupt than those of their fathers, fol- 
lowing other gods and serving and worshiping 
them. They refused to give up their evil practices 
and stubborn ways. 
20Therefore the Lorp was very angry with Israel 
and said, “Because this nation has violated the 
covenant that I laid down for their forefathers and 
has not listened to me, 211 will no longer drive out 
before them any of the nations Joshua left when he 
died. 221 will use them to test Israel and see 
whether they will keep the way of the Lorp and 
walk in it as their forefathers did.” 3The Lorp had 
allowed those nations to remain; he did not drive 
them out at once by giving them into the hands of 
Joshua 
These are the nations the Loro left to test all 
those Israelites who had not experienced any 
of the wars in Canaan 2(he did this only to teach 
warfare to the descendants of the Israelites who 
had not had previous battle experience): 3the five 
rulers of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the 
Sidonians, and the Hivites living in the Lebanon 
mountains from Mount Baal Hermon to Lebo? 
Hamath. 4They were left to test the Israelites to see 
whether they would obey the Lorp’s commands, 
which he “had given their forefathers through 
Moses. 
5The Israelites lived among the Canaanites, Hit- 
tites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites, 
6They took their daughters in marriage and gave 
their own daughters to their sons, and served their 
gods 


Othniel 


The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lorp; 
they forgot the Lorp their God and served the 
Baals and the Asherahs. 8The anger of the Lorp 
burned against Israel so that he sold them into the 
hands of Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram Naha- 
raim,* to whom the Israelites were subject for 
eight years. 9But when they cried out to the Lorp, 
he raised up for them a deliverer, Othniel son of 
Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, who saved them. 
10The Spirit of the Lorp came upon him, so that he 
became Israel's judge4 and went to war. The Lorp 
gave Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram into the 
*16 Or leaders; similarly in verses 17-19 +3 Orto the entrance to 
“13 That is, Jericho 116 Hebrew a cubit (about 0.5 meter) 
the Hebrew for this phrase is uncertain. 


#19 Or the stone quarries; also in verse 26 
‘23 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain. 
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hands of Othniel, who overpowered him. Go the 


land had peace for forty years, until Othniel son of 
Kenaz died. 


Ehud 


12Once again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of 
the Lorn, and because they did this evil the Logp 
gave Eglon king of Moab power over Israel. Get- 
ting the Ammonites and Amalekites to join him, 
Eglon came and attacked Israel, and they took 
possession of the City of Palms. The Israelites 
were subject to Eglon king of Moab for eighteen 
years. 

'5Again the Israelites cried out to the Lox, and 
he gave them a deliverer—Ehud, a left-handed 
man, the son of Gera the Benjamite. The Israelites 
sent him with tribute to Eglon king of Moab. 
l6Now Ehud had made a double-edged sword 
about a foot and a halfflong, which he strapped to 
his right thigh under his clothing, !7He presented 
the tribute to Eglon king of Moab, who was a 
fat man. !8After Ehud had presented the tribute, 
he sent on their way the men who had carried it. 
19At the idolss near Gilgal he himself turned back 
and said, “I have a secret message for you, O 
lenge 

The king said, “Quiet!” And all his attendants 
left him, 

20Ehud then approached him while he was sit- 
ting alone in the upper room of his summer pal- 
aceh and said, “I have a message from God for 
you.” As the king rose from his seat, 2/Ehud 
reached with his left hand, drew the sword from 
his right thigh and plunged it into the king’s belly. 
2Even the handle sank in after the blade, which 
came out his back. Ehud did not pull the sword 
out, and the fat closed in over it. 3Then Ehud went 
out to the porch’; he shut the doors of the upper 
room behind him and locked them. 

%4After he had gone, the servants came and 
found the doors of the upper room locked. They 
said, “He must be relieving himself in the inner 
room of the house.”’ They waited to the point of 
embarrassment, but when he did not open the 
doors of the room, they took a key and unlocked 
them. There they saw their lord fallen to the floor, 
dead. 

26While they waited, Ehud got away. He passed 
by the idols and escaped to Seirah. 27When he 
arrived there, he blew a trumpet in the hill country 
of Ephraim, and the Israelites went down with him 
from the hills, with him leading them. 

28Follow me,’ he ordered, “for the Lorp has 
given Moab, your enemy, into your hands.” So 
they followed him down and, taking possession of 
the fords of the Jordan that led to Moab, they 
allowed no one to cross over. 29At that time they 
struck down about ten thousand Moabites, all vig- 
orous and strong; not a man escaped. 

Moab was made subject to Israel, and the land had 


peace for eighty years. , 
<8 Thatis, Northwest Mesopotamia 410 Or leader 
"20 The meaning of 
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Shamgar 
s1After Ehud came Shamgat 
struck down six hundred Philistine: 


goad. He too saved Israel 


ar son of Anath, who 
s with an OX- 


Deborah 
er El i Israelites once again did 
pe ey ie Lorp. 2So the Lorp sold 
them into the hands of Jabin, a king of oe 
ho reig in Hazor. The commander of his 
wny was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth Hag- 
govim. sBecause he had nine hundred iron chari- 
ots and had cruelly oppressed the Israelites for 
twenty years, they cried to the Lorp for help. 
4Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, 
was leading? Israel at that time. She held court 
under the Palm of Deborah between Ramah and 
Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Isra- 
elites came to her to have their disputes decided. 
éShe sent for Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh 
in Naphtali and said to him, “The Lorp, the God 
of Israel, commands you: ‘Go, take with you ten 
thousand men of Naphtali and Zebulun and lead 
the way to Mount Tabor. 71 will lure Sisera, the 
commander of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and 
his troops to the Kishon River and give him into 
your hands.’ 

SBarak said to her, “If you go with me, I will go; 
but if you don’t go with me, I won't go.”” 

9»”'Very well,” Deborah said, “I will go with you 
But because of the way you are going about this, 
the honor will not be yours, for the Lorp will hand 
Sisera over to a woman.” So Deborah went with 

Barak to Kedesh, !where he summoned Zebulun 
and Naphtali. Ten thousand men followed him, 
and Deborah also went with him. 

"\Now Heber the Kenite had left the other Ke- 
nites, the descendants of Hobab, Moses’ brother- 
in-law,< and pitched his tent by ‘the great tree in 
Zaanannim near Kedesh 

!2When they told Sisera that Barak son of Abin- 
oam had gone up to Mount Tabor, 13Sisera gath- 
ered together his nine hundred iron chariots and 
all the men with him, from Harosheth Haggoyim 
to the Kishon River. 

“Then Deborah said to Barak, “Go! This is the 
day the Lorp has given Sisera into your hands.” 
Has not the Lorp gone ahead of you?” So Barak 
went down Mount Tabor, followed by ten thou- 
sand men. !SAt Barak's advance, the Lorp routed 
Sisera and all his chariots and army by the sword, 
and euere abandoned his chariot and fled on foot. 

ut Barak pursued the chariots and army as far as 


—_—_—_—— 
4:9 Honor to a Woman 
The only woman leader in Jud; 

r ges, Deborah had 
pea unquestioned respect. She sent for Barak to 
lead the army, but he was unwilling to go into 


battle without her. Deborah i 
hero of the battle would be Swotans hes 


“4 Traditionally judging 


‘ong tell praise 17 Or Warriors “at yolk 


73 Or But on the expedition you are undertaking 


Harosheth Haggoyim. All Badass of Sisera fell 
by the sword; not a man was le! 

” 7Sisera, however, fled on foot to the tent of ]0e', 
the wife of Heber the Kenite, beeaune ie 
friendly relations between Jabin king © Hazor 
the clan of Heber the Kenite. 3 5 

18Jael went out to meet Sisera and sai to him, 
“Come, my lord, come right in. Don t te 
So he entered her tent, and she put @ covering | 
him. 

19I'm thirsty,” he said. 
water.” She opened a skin of mi 
drink, and covered him up. ve 

20’Stand in the doorway of the tent, 
her. “If someone comes by and asks you, 
one here?’ say ‘No.’ ” 

21But Jael, Heber’s wife, picked up a tent pes 
and a hammer and went quietly to him while he 
lay fast asleep, exhausted. She drove the ey 
through his temple into the ground, and he died. 

2Barak came by in pursuit of Sisera, and Jael 
went out to meet him. “Come,” she said, T will 
show you the man you're looking for.” So he went 
in with her, and there lay Sisera with the tent peg 
through his temple—dead. < 

23On that day God subdued Jabin, the Canaanite 
king, before the Israelites. And the hand of the 

Israelites grew stronger and stronger against Jabin, 
the Canaanite king, until they destroyed him. 


“Please give me some 
Plea’ i gave him a 


he told 
‘Is any- 


The Song of Deborah 


On that day Deborah and Barak son of Abin- 
oam sang this song: 


2When the princes in Israel take the lead, 
when the people willingly offer 
themselves— 
praise the Lorp! 


3Hear this, you kings! Listen, you rulers! 
I will sing tod the Lorp, I will sing; 
I will make music toe the Lorp, the God of 
Israel. 


‘OQ Lorp, when you went out from Seir, 
when you marched from the land of Edom, 
the earth shook, the heavens poured, 
the clouds poured down water, 
5The mountains quaked before the Lorp, the 
One of Sinai, 
before the Lorp, the God of Israel. 


ein the days of Shamgar son of Anath, 
in the days of Jael, the roads were 
ae abandoned; 
ravelers took to windi 3 
7Village lifef in Israel ego 
ceased until I|s Deborah, arose, 
arose a mother in Israel. 
’When they chose new gods, 
war came to the city gates, 
and nota shield or spear was seen 
omens forty thousand in Israel, 
My heart is with Israel's princes, 


11 Or father-in-law 43 Or of 3 Or/ with 


with the Willing volunteers among the 


Praise the Loxo! 


You who fide on white donkeys. 
sitting on your sadule blankets, 
and you who walk along the road, 
CONsider Uthe voiwe of the singers at the 
watering places 
They recite the righteous acts of the Lor, 
the nghteous acts of his warniors? in Israel. 


"Then the people of the Lorp 
went down to the city gates 
Wake up, wake up, Deborah! 
Wake up, wake up, break out in song! 
Anse, O Rarak! 
Take captive your captives, O son of 
Abinoam 


Then the men who were left 
came down to the nobles: 
the people of the Lorp 
came to me with the mighty, 
‘Some came from Ephraim, whose roots were in 
Amalek 
Benjamin was with the people who followed 
you 
From Makir captains came down, 
from Zebulun those who bear a 
commander's staff 
‘The princes of Issachar were with Deborah; 
yes, Issachar was with Barak, 
rushing after him into the valley 
In the districts of Reuben 
there was much searching of heart. 
Why did you stay among the campfires* 
to hear the whistling for the flocks? 
In the districts of Reuben 
there was much searching of heart. 
Gilead stayed beyond the Jordan, 
And Dan, why did he linger by the ships? 
Asher remained on the coast 
and stayed in‘his coves. 
‘The pwople of Zebulun risked their very lives; 
so did Naphtali on the heights af the field. 


* Kings came, they fought: 
the kings of Canaan fought 
at Taanach by the waters of Megiddo, 
but they carried off no silver, no plunder, 
*From the heavens the stars fought, 
from their courses they fought against 
Sisera 
The river Kishon swept them away 
the age-old river, the river Kishon 
March on, my soul; be strong! 
“Then thundered the horses’ hoofs— 
galloping, galloping go his mighty steeds, 
>“Curse Meroz,’ said the ange! of the Lorp 
Curse its people bitterly, 
because they did not come to help the Lorp, 
to help the Lorp against the mighty.” 


**Most blessed of women be Jael, 
the wife of Heber the Kenite, 


“1 Or archers: the meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain, 
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most blessed of tent-dwelling women. 
He asked for water, and she gave him milk; 
in a bow! fit for nobles she brought him 
curdled milk, 
**Her, hand reached for the tent peg, 
her right hand for the workman's hammer. 
She struck Sisera, she crushed his head, 
she shattered and pierced his temple. 
7At her feet he sank, 
he fell; there he lay, 
At her feet he sank, he fell; 
where he sank, there he fell—dead. 


38 Through the window peered Sisera’s mother; 
behind the lattice she cried out, 
‘Why is his chariot so long in coming? 
Why is the clatter of his chariots delayed?’ 
*The wisest of her ladies answer her; 
indeed, she keeps saying to herself, 
‘®’Are they not finding and dividing the spoils: 
4 girl or two for each man, ; 
colorful garments as plunder for Sisera, 


eS 


colorful garments embroidered, bs 
highly embroidered garments for my neck— 
all this as plunder?’ 


"So may all your enemies perish, O Lorv! 
But may they who love you be like the sun 
when it rises in its strength.” 


Then the land had peace forty years. ‘ 
Gideon : ue 


Midian, She sent them a prophet, who said, “This . 
is what the Lorp, the God of Israel, says: 1 
you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery, 9 
snatched you from the power of Egypt and from 
the hand of all your oppressors. I drove them from 
before you and gave you their land, !I said to you, 
‘Lam the Loro your God do not worship the gods 
of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’ But | 
have not listened to me.” ; 
"The angel of the LoD came and sat 
under the oak in Ophrah that 
the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing 
wheat in a wi to keep it the 
ites, When the angel of the Lop appeared 


“IL Or villagers “28 Or saditiohags: 


= 


ee emp 


Sicees os up cat of 
the Loan bare ae 


and 5 = 
save israel cut of Michan's 


leavened bread. Fire fared from the rock. consum-— 
ang the meat and the bread. And the angel of the 


Unlikely Leaders 
God drew out Gideon’s bidden potential 


Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.” 6:23 

») Tighter—hesitant and fearful. We first meet him as he 
ncoress. To thresh wheat openly was to invite the 
\tcienstes domanated Israel so thoroughly that Israelites 


2 Gideon seemed to ask, trembling. 
Gowdts were justified. His family and 
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Israelite. God has given the Midianites and the 
whole camp into his hands." 

‘When Gideon heard the dream and its inter- 
pretation, he worshiped God. He returned to the 
camp of Israel and called out, “Get up! The Lorp 
has given the Midianite camp into your hands,” 
‘Dividing the three hundred men into three com- 
panies, he placed trumpets and empty jars in the 
hands of all of them, with torches inside. 

17"Watch me,” he told them. “Follow my lead. 
When | get to the edge of the camp, do exactly as I 
do. '8When I and all who are with me blow our 
trumpets, then from all around the camp blow 
yours and shout, ‘For the Lorp and for Gideon.’ ” 

i8Gideon and the hundred men with him 
reached the edge of the camp at the beginning of 
the middle watch, just after they had changed the 
guard, They blew their trumpets and broke the jars 
that were in their hands. 20The three companies 
blew the trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping 
the torches in their left hands and holding in their 
night hands the trumpets they were to blow, they 
shouted, “A sword for the Lorp and for Gideon!” 
21While each man held his position around the 
camp, all the Midianites ran, crying out as they 
fled 

When the three hundred trumpets sounded, 
the Lorp caused the men throughout the camp to 
turn on each other with their swords. The army 
fled to Beth Shittah toward Zererah as far as the 
border of Abel Meholah near Tabbath. Israelites 
from Naphtali, Asher and all Manasseh were 
called out, and they pursued the Midianites. 
24Gideon sent messengers throughout the hill 
country of Ephraim, saying, ‘Come down against 
the Midianites and seize the waters of the Jordan 
ahead of them as far as Beth Barah.” 

So all the men of Ephraim were called out and 
they took the waters of the Jordan as far as Beth 
Barah. 25They also captured two of the Midianite_ 
leaders, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb at the 
rock of Oreb, and Zeeb at the winepress of Zeeb. 
They pursued the Midianites and brought the 
heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon, who was by 


the Jordan. 


Zebah and Zalmunna 


Now the Ephraimites asked Gideon, “Why 
8 have you treated us like this? Why didn’t you 
call us when you went to fight Midian?” And they 
criticized him sharply. 

2But he answered them, ‘What have | accom- 
plished compared to you? Aren’t the gleanings of 
Ephraim’s grapes better than the full grape harvest 
of Abiezer? 3God gave Oreb and Zeeb, the Midian- 
ite leaders, into your hands, What was I able to do 
compared to you?” At this, their resentment 
against him subsided. 

4Gideon and his three hundred men, exhausted 
yet keeping up the pursuit, came to the Jordan and 
crossed it. 5He said to the men of Succoth, “Give 
my troops some bread; they are worn out, and |am 
still pursuing Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of 
Midian.” 
48 Hebrew Penuel, ‘a variant of Peniel; also in verses 9 and 17 
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But the officials of Succoth 5 
ready have the hands of Zeb 
your possession? Why should 
your troops?” 

7Then Gideon replied, “J 
Lorp has given Zebah and 
hand, I will tear your flesh : 
briers.”” “4 

From there he went up’ 
same request of them, 
men of Succoth had. 9§ 
Peniel, “When I return. 
this tower.” 

10Now Zebah and 
with a force of about 
were left of the armie 
hundred and twenty ¢ 
fallen. "Gideon 
nomads east of Nob 


the unsuspecting 
the two kings of M 


d t 
y Mg foute of the 


and fell upon 

and Zalmunna, 

he pursued them 
entire army. 


es. “He caught a young 


questioned him, and the 
for him the names of the 
of Succoth, the elders of the 


me by saying, ‘Do you already 
of Zebah and Zalmunna in your 
should we give bread to your 


pulled down the tower of Peniel and 
men of the town. 
-I8Then he asked Zebah and Zalmunna, “What 
men did you kill at Tabor?” ’ 
: like you,” they answered, “each one with 
the bearing of a prince,” 
19Gideon replied, ‘‘Those were my brothers, the 
sons of my own mother. As surely as the Lorp 
lives, if you had spared their lives, | would not kill 
.”” 0Turning to Jether, his oldest son, he said, 
“Kill them!” But Jether did not draw his sword, 
because he was only a boy and was afraid. 
21Zebah and Zalmunna said, “Come, do it your- 
self, ‘Asis the man, so is his strength.’ So Gideon 
stepped forward and killed them, and took the 
ornaments off their camels’ necks. 


sar eatly Wier ie 
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Gideon’s Ephod 

2The Israelites said to Gideon, “Rule over us— 
your son and your grandson—because you 
aved us out of the hand of Midian.” 

But Gideon told them, “I will not rule over 
you, nor will my son rule over you. The Lorp will 
rule over you.” 24And he said, “I do have one 
request, that each of you give me an earring from 
your share of the plunder.” (It was the custom of 
the Ishmaelites to wear gold earrings.) 

They answered, “We'll be glad to give them,” 
So they spread out a garment, and each man threw 
a ring from his plunder onto it. 26The weight of the 
gold rings he asked for came to seventeen hundred 
shekels,* not counting the ornaments, the pen- 
dants and the purple garments worn by the kings 
of Midian or the chains that were on their camels’ 
necks. ?7Gideon made the gold into an ephod, 
which he placed in Ophrah, his town. All Israel 
prostituted themselves by worshiping it there, and 

it became a snare to Gideon and his family. 


Gideon's Death 
28Thus Midian was subdued before the Israelites 
and did not raise its head again. During Gideon’s 
lifetime, the land enjoyed peace forty years. 
2°Jerub-Baal son of Joash went back home to 
live. “He had seventy sons of his own, for he had 
many wives. 3!His concubine, who lived in She- 
chem, also bore him a son, whom he named 
Abimelech. 32Gideon son of Joash died at a good 
old age and was buried in the tomb of his father 
Joash in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 
33No sooner had Gideon died than the Israelites 
again prostituted themselves to the Baals. They set 
up Baal-Berith as their god and 4did not remem- 
ber the Lorp their God, who had rescued them 
from the hands of all their enemies on every side. 
35They also failed to show kindness to the family of 
Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) for all the good things 
he had done for them. 


Abimelech 


Abimelech son of Jerub-Baal went to his 
mother’s brothers in Shechem and said'to them 
and to all his mother’s clan, 2’’Ask all the citizens 
of Shechem, ‘Which is better for you: to have all 
seventy of Jerub-Baal’s sons rule over you, or just 
one man?’ Remember, I am your flesh and blood.” 
3When the brothers repeated all this to the citi- 
zens of Shechem, they were inclined to follow 
Abimelech, for they said, ‘He is our brother.” 
4They gave him seventy shekels? of silver from the 
temple of Baal-Berith, and Abimelech used it to 
hire reckless adventurers, who became his follow 
ers. [He went to his father’s home in Ophrah and 
on one stone murdered his seventy brothers, the 
sons of Jerub-Baal. But Jotham, the youngest son 
of Jerub-Baal, escaped by hiding. Then all the 
citizens of Shechem and Beth Millo gathered be- 
side the great tree at the pillar in Shechem to crown 
Abimelech king. 
7When Jotham was told about this, he climbed 
up on the top of Mount Gerizim and shouted to 


*26 That is, about 43 pounds (about 19.5 kilograms) 


yor 


h 


213 JUDGES 9:28 
them, “Listen to me, citizens of Shechem, so that 
God may listen to you. One day the trees went 
out to anoint a king for themselves, They said to 
the olive tree, ‘Be our king.’ 

*But the olive tree answered, ‘Should I give up 
my oil, by which both gods and men are 
to hold sway over the trees?’ 

10’Next, the trees said to the fig tree, ‘Come and 
be our king.’ 

1“But the fig tree replied, ‘Should | give up my 
fruit, so good and sweet, to hold sway over the 
trees?’ 

12Then the trees said to the vine, ‘Come and be 
our king.’ 

13But the vine answered, ‘Should I give up my 
wine, which cheers both gods and men, to hold 
sway over the trees?’ 

14’Finally all the trees said to the thornbush, 
‘Come and be our king.’ 

15’The thornbush said to the trees, ‘If you really 
want to anoint me king over you, come and take 
tefuge in my shade; but if not, then let fire come 
out of the thornbush and consume the cedars of 
Lebanon!’ 

16“Now if you have acted honorably and in good 
faith when you made Abimelech king, and if you 
have been fair to Jerub-Baal and his family, and if 
you have treated him as he deserves— !7and to 
think that my father fought for you, risked his life 
to rescue you from the hand of Midian 18(but today 
you have revolted against my father’s family, mur- 
dered his seventy sons ona single stone, and made 
Abimelech, the son of his slave girl, king over the 
citizens of Shechem because he is your brother}— 
19if then you have acted honorably and in good 
faith toward Jerub-Baal and his family today, may 
Abimelech be your joy, and may you be his, too! 
20But if you have not, let fire come out from Abime- 
lech and consume you, citizens of Shechem and 
Beth Millo, and let fire come out from you, citizens 
of Shechem and Beth Millo, and consume Abime- 
lech!” 

21Then Jotham fled, escaping to Beer, and. he 
lived there because he was afraid of his brother 
Abimelech. 

2After Abimelech had governed Israel three 
years, God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech 
and the citizens of Shechem, who acted treacher- 
ously against Abimelech. 24God did this in order 
that the crime against Jerub-Baal’s seventy sons, 
the shedding of their blood, might be avenged on 
their brother Abimelech and on the citizens of She- 
chem, who had helped him murder his brothers. 
In opposition to him these citizens of Shechem 
set men on the hilltops to ambush and rob every- 
one who passed by, and this was reported to 
Abimelech. 

26Now Gaal son of Ebed moved with his broth- 
ers into Shechem, and its citizens put their confi- 
dence in him. 27After they had gone out into the 
fields and gathered the grapes and trodden them, 
they held a festival in the temple of their god. 
While they were eating and drinking, they cursed 
Abimelech. Then Gaal son of Ebed said, “Who is 


, 
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er | the governor of the city he: 

he Gaal eae Ebed said, he was very eh 
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orl rete eal are stirring up the city 
come (0 s Bette m ee during the night you are 
against OU ee ete and lie in wait in the fields. 
your men should come and lie in wait in the re 

33[n the morning at sunrise, advance against | : 

city. When Gaal and his men come out agains! 

you, do whatever your hand finds to do. 

3450 Abimelech and all his troops set out by 
night and took up concealed positions near Shey 
chem in four companies. ®Now Gaal son of Ebe: 
had gone out and was standing at the entrance to 
the city gate just as ‘Abimelech and his soldiers 
came out from théir hiding place. 

36When Gaal saw them, he said to Zebul, “Look, 
people are coming down from the tops of the 
mountains!” 

Zebul replied, “You mistake the shadows of the 
mountains for men.” 

37But Gaal spoke up again: “Look, people are 
coming down from the center of the land, and a 
company is coming from the direction of the sooth- 
sayers’ tree." 

38Then Zebul said to him, “Where is your big 
talk now, you who said, ‘Who is Abimelech that 
we should be subject to him?’ Aren't these the men 
you ridiculed? Go out and fight them!” 

39So Gaal led out? the citizens of Shechem and 
fought Abimelech. “Abimelech chased him, and 
many fell wounded in the flight—all the way to the 
entrance to the gate. 41Abimelech stayed in Aru- 
mah, and Zebul drove Gaal and his brothers out of 
Shechem. 

“2The next day the people of Shechem went out 
to the fields, and this was reported to Abimelech, 
43S0 he took his men, divided them into three 
companies and set an ambush in the fields. When 
he saw the people coming out of the city, he rose to 
attack them. 44Abimelech and the companies with 
him rushed forward toa position at the entrance to 
the city gate. Then two companies rushed upon 
those in the fields and struck them down. 45All 
that day Abimelech pressed his attack against the 
city until he had captured it and killed its people. 
bias he destroyed the city and scattered salt over 
i 

On hearing this, the citizens in the tower of 
Shechem went into the stronghold of the temple of 
El-Berith. 47When Abimelech heard that they had 
eee there, “he and all his men went up 
yadinc teas He py an ax and cut off some 
eee which he lifted to his shoulders. He or- 
7 e men with him, “Quick! Do what you 

lave seen me do!” 49So all the men cut branches 
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the of the city—Hee- 
Be noe climbed UP On the tower roof. 
52Abimelech went to the s a 
as he approached the en ; 
on fire, Sa woman dropped an upper millstone on 
his head and cracked ie sk fi ‘ 
StHurriedly he calle x 
“Draw your oak and kill me, 8 that they pat 
say, ‘A woman killed him. So his servan! ti 
him through, and he died. 55When the Israel 
saw that Abimelech was dead, they went home. 
seThus God repaid the wickedness that ADU 
lech had done to his father by ™ his ane 
enty brothers. 57God also made the men of f 
chem pay for all their wickedness. The curse oO! 
Jotham son of Jerub-Baal came on them. 


Tola ‘ 
After the time of Abimelech a man of Is- 
10 sachar, Tola son of Puah, the son of Dodo, 
rose to save Israel. He lived in Shamir, in the 
country of Ephraim. 2He lede Israel twenty-three 
years; then he died, and was buried in Shamir. 


Jair 

3He was followed by Jair of Gilead, who led 
Israel twenty-two years. 4He had thirty sons, who 
rode thirty donkeys. They controlled thirty towns 
in Gilead, which to this day are called Havvoth 
Jair.4 5When Jair died,-he was buried in Kamon. 


Jephthah 


Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the 
Lorp. They served the Baals and the Ashtoreths, 
and the gods of Aram, the gods of Sidon, the gods 
of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites and the gods 
of the Philistines. And because the Israelites for- 
sook the Lorp and no longer served him, 7he 
became angry with them. He sold them into the 
hands of the Philistines and the Ammonites, who 
that year shattered and crushed them, For eigh- 
teen years they oppressed all the Israelites on the 
east side of the Jordan in Gilead, the land of the 
Amorites. The Ammonites also crossed the Jor- 
dan to fight against Judah, Benjamin and the 
house of Ephraim; and Israel was in great distress. 
JoThen the Israelites cried out to the Logo, “We 

ave sinned against you, forsaki i 
serving the Baals.” ng out See 

The Lorp replied, “When the Egyptians, 
Amorites, the Ammonites, the Philistines, iotne 
Sidonians, the Amalekites and the : op- 
Pressed you and you cried to me for help, did I not 
save you from their hands? !3But you have forsak- 
en me and served other gods, so I will no longer 
save you. {Go and cry out to the gods you have 
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osen. Let them save you when you are in frou- 


“WSBut the Inractites <s:d to the Loxp, “We have 
Se wee. whatever you think best, last 


Gilead: his mother wasa 
also bore him sons, and 


tecause you are the son of 
o Jephthah fied fom his 
the land of Tob, where a 


land of Tob. “Come,” they 
nmander, so we can fight the 


said to them. “Didn't you hate me 
from my father’s house? Why do you 
now. when you're in trouble?” 

¢ Gilead said to him, “Neverthe 
imming tO you now; come with us to 


we in Giead.~ 
answered, “Suppose you take me 


elders of Gilead. and the 
im head and commander over 
epeated all his words before the 


- 2h sent messengers to the Am- 
ON ve Question: “What do you have 
2 have attacked our country?” 

The king Ammonites answered Jeph- 
thah s messengers, “When Israel came up out of 
Egypt. they took 2way my land from the Amon to 


11 A Man Like David 
jephthah, like King David to come, was an outlaw 
who gained leadership experience at the head of a 
sen2il band of adventurers. israc! turned to him 
when they needed military leadership, as they Later 
would turn to David. Yet Jephthah’s reputation 
never equaled David's, and the reason must have 
something to do with his lack of wisdom. His rash 
vow to God (11-31) and his harsh answer to a 
complaint (12:3) each had destructive results. 
———— 
2 Hegres Dor Sage chet See of Reeds 


te Joe die way to See baee ee 
back peaceably.” 


ttn Satake 
monite king. Ssaying- 
“This is what Jephthah says: Israel did 
Dee Seg ome at 
monites. “But when ‘they came up out of 
Egypt. Israel went the desert to the | 
Red Sea* and on to Kadesh. '7Then Israel sent ~ 
messengers to the king of Edom, saying, ‘Give 
us permission to go through your country,” 
but the king of Edom would not listen. They 
sent also to the king of Moab, and he refused. 
So Israel stayed at Kadesh. 

"Next traveled through the desert, 
<kiried Whe lasts of Eden and Moab, asocd 
along the eastern side of the country of Moab, 
and camped on the other side of the Arnon. 
They did not enter the territory of Moab, for 
the Amon was its border. 

i*Then Israel sent messengers to ‘Sihon 
king of the Amorites, who ruled in Heshbon, 
and said to him, ‘Let us pass through your 
country to our own place.” 2Sihon, however, _ 
did not trust IsraeF to pass through his terri- 
tory. He mustered all his men and encamped 
at Jahaz and fought with Israel. 

2Then the Loxp, the God of Israel, gave. 
Sihon and all his men into Israel's hands, and 
they defeated them. Israel took over all the 
land of the Amorites who lived in that coun- 
try, “capturing all of it from the Arnon to the 
Jabbok and from the desert to the Jordan. 
"Now since the Lorp, the God of Israel, 

has driven the Amorites out before his people 
Israel, what right have you to take it over? 


God has given us, we will possess. SAre y 
better than Balak son of Zippor, king of Moab? 
Did he ever quarrel with Israel or fight with 
them? >*For three hundred years Israel oc- 
cupied Heshbon, Aroer, the surrounding set- 
tlements and all the towns along the Arnon. 
Why didn’t you retake them during that time? 
7] have not wronged you, but you are doing 
me wrong by waging war against me. Let the 
Loro, the Judge,< decide the dispute this day 
between the Israelites and the Ammonites." 


The king of Ammon, however, paid no attention 
to the message Jephthah sent him. 

Rigapeery ryan yr 
thah. He crossed Gilead and passed 
through Mizpah of Gilead, and from he ad- 
vanced against the Ammonites. *And 


Jephthah 
made a vow to the Lorp: “If you give the Ammon- 
ites into my hands, whatever comes out of the 
door of my house to meet me when I tu 
tnumph from the Ammonites will be the L 
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ty of Minnith, ae far ae Abel Karamim, Thus tered 
bdued Arnon 

maWhen Jephthah returned to hie hone te tix 

ph, who should come out to meet Wim but hie 

daughter dancing to the sound of tembourinest 

She was an only child. Baxcept for wer he had 


tore his clothes and ered, “Oh! My daughter’ oa 
have made me miserable and wretched, because I 
have made a vow to the Loxu that Leannet brea 
"My father,” she replied, “you have Lg 
your word to the Lowy, De to me Lined pe Ape 
promised, now that the Louw has avenged you 
» Ammonites, But grant me this 
‘Cove me two months to 
» with my friends, because 


your enemies, U) 
one 


1 will never marry 
W"You may go,” he said, And he let her go for 


two months. She and the gins went into the hills 
and wept because she would never marry, %After 
the two months, she returned to her father and he 
did toh he had vowed, And she was a virgin. 

From this comes the Israelite custom “that each 
year the young women of Israel go out for four 
days to commemorate the daughter of Jephthah 
the Gileadite. 


Jephthah and Ephraim 


The men of Ephraim called out their forces, 
1 crossed over to Zaphon and said to Jeph- 
thah, “Why did you go to fight the Ammonites 
without calling us to go with you? We're going to 
burn down your house over your head.” 
4Jephthah answered, “I and my people were 
engaged in a great struggle with the Ammonites, 
and although I called, you didn’t save me out of 
their hands. 3When I saw that you wouldn’t help, 
| took my life in my hands and crossed over to fight 
the Ammonites, and the Lorp gaveme the victory 
over them. Now why have you come up today to 
fight me?” 

‘Jephthah then called together the men of Gil- 
ead and fought against Ephraim. The Gileadites 
struck them down because the Ephraimites had 
said, “You Gileadites are renegades from Ephraim 
and Manasseh.” 5The Gileadites captured the 
fords of the Jordan leading to Ephraim, and when- 
ever a survivor of Ephraim said, “Let me cross 
over,” the men of Gilead asked him, “Are you an 
Ephraimite?’” If he replied, “No,” they said, “All 
right, say ‘Shibboleth.’ ”’ If he said, “Sibboleth,” 


12:1 A Soft Answer 


“A gentle answer turns away wrath,” sa 

15:1. Compare Jephthah’s answer to bln 
Ephraim with Gideon’s softer to the same 
complaint in Judges 8:1-3. In Gi ‘S case, 
subsided. In this, civil war resulted, and 42,000 
Israelites died. The word shibboleth (12:6), which 
the Ephraimites could not ince because of 
their accent, is one of the far Hebrew words to 
have become part of modern English. 


*7 Traditionally Judged; also in verses 8-14 
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The Birth of Samson 
Again the Israelites did evi in the eyes of te 

13 Loxn, so the Lozp delivered them into tue 
hands of the Philistines for forty years. 

7A certain man of Zorah, named Manca, Som 
the clan of the Danites, had 2 wie who was sterie 
and remained childless. 7The angel of the Loam 
appeared to her and said, “You are sterile and 
childless, but you are going to conceive and hawe a 
son. 4Now see to it that you drink no wime or other 
fermented drink and that you do not eat amythang 
unclean, because you will conceive and gave burth 
to a son. No razor may be used on his head, be 
cause the boy is to be a Nazirite, set apart to God 
from birth, and he will begin the delwerance of 
Israel from the hands of the Philistines.” 

‘Then the woman went to her husband and told 
him, “A man of God came to me. He looked Eke an 


unclean, because the boy will be a Nazirite 
from birth until the day of his death.” 
bey ji ee 
you, let the man of God you sent to come 
again to teach us how to bring up the boy who isto 
%God heard Manoah, and the angel of God came 
peain to the woman while she was out in the field: 
but her husband Manoah was not with her. The 
s “He's 


lam,” he said 
So Manoah asked him, “When your words are 
fulfilled, what is to be the rule for the boy’s life and 


york?! 
“ ‘The angel of the Loxo answered, “Your wife 
must do all that | have told her. She must not eat 
anything thal comes from the grapevine, nor drink 
any wine or other fermented drink nor eat any- 
thing unclean, She must do everything I have com- 
manded het 

iSManoah said to the angel of the Lorp, “We 
would like you to stay until we prepare a young 
goat for you 


leThe angel of the Logo replied, “Even though 
you detain me, | will not eat any of your food. But 
{ you prepare a burnt offering, offer it to the 
Lorp.”’ (Manoah did not realize that it was the 
angel of the Lorp.) 
Then Manoah inquired of the angel of the 
Lon, “What is your name, so that we may honor 
you when your word comes true?” 


Or ts wonderful 
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l8He replied, “Why do you ask my name? It is 
beyond understanding.” !7Then Manoah took a 
young goat, together with the grain offering, and 
sacrificed it on a rock to the Lorv, And the Loxp 
did ar’ amazing thing while Manoah and his wife 
watched: 20As the flame blazed up from the altar 
toward heaven, the angel of the Lorp ascended in 
the flame. Seeing this, Manoah and his wife fell 
with their faces to the ground. 2!When the angel of 
the Lorp did not show himself again to Manoah 
and his wife, Manoah realized that it was the angel 
of the Lorp. 

2We are doomed to die!’’ he said to his wife, 
“We have seen God!” 

23But his wife answered, “If the Lorp had meant 
to kill us, he would not have accepted a burnt 
offering and grain offering from our hands, nor 
shown us all these things or now told us this.” 

24The woman gave birth to a boy and named 
him Samson, He grew and the Lorp blessed him, 
25and the Spirit of the Lorp began to stir him while 


o 


LE INSIGHT 


Samson: A Weakness for Women 
The strongest man of his generation never lived up to bis promise 


‘I have seen a Philistine woman . .. now get her for me as my wife.” 14:2 


Gani the strongest man of his generation, was tragically unable to control his lust. When he 
saw an attractive woman, he wanted her. He first fell for a young woman he saw in a Philistine 


village just across the valley from his home. His parents tried to dissuade him, 
fare were unacceptable, but he would not listen. Desire was his only rule. The marriage 


and cu 


since her religion 


ended in a matter of days and resulted in dozens of deaths. 

The famous Delilah was at least the third woman who wanted Samson, according to Judges. 
She, like his first love, was a Philistine living near his home. Where thousands of men had failed 
(0 avercome Samson, a woman succeeded, Thanks to her, he was captured, blinded, and set to 


ork pushing 
ought out Ti 


a grinding machine. His final triumph was ironically fitting: blind and bound, 
ke a freak for a hooting crowd’s amusement, he destroyed himself while wreaking 


engeance on the crowd. At his death, as throughout his life, it was hard to say who suffered 
most from Samson's hot temper: the Philistines or Samson, 


Necded: A Leader 


When you think of what God meant Samson to be, his life appears particularly tragic. Israel 
desperately needed a strong, confident leader, for the Philistines were moving in as masters, and 


many Israelites were willing to let them. God intended Samson for 


great things. Of all the judges, — 


only Samson was announced by an angel before he was born (13:3), He was assigned to that 


special class of people known as Nazitites (described in Numbers 


6), whose lives were specially 


devoted to God. Nazirites never drank wine, went near a dead body, or cut their hair. 


Samson never lived up to his promise. Rule 3 was 
it required little self-discipline to let hair grow. 


kept 


probably the only part of the Nazirite vow he 


Despite all Samson’s weaknesses, God used him. He is mentioned in the Bible “Hall of Fame” 


Hebrews 11:32) as a hero of faith along with Gideon, Barak, and Jephthah, 


all from Judges. Barely 


onscious of what it meant to live for God, and ee to fits of lust and temper, Samson still had 
great physical strength, which came supernaturally from God. With it, he pushed back the 
Philistines—more by accident than by intention—and kept Israel intact. 

Samson seems like a train whose engineer has fallen out of the cab, an oversized accident 
mashing into everything it meets. But for God, there are no accidents, He used the tragedy of 
amson’s life for good. 

‘fe Questions: Which might best be said of you: “Oh, what he might have been!” or “He made the 
best of his abilities’? 


— 


oO an, 
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taol. 


~ 
Samson’s Marriage Pape 


4 Samson went down to Timnah and ’ 
1 there a young Philistine woman, 2When he 
Beeps: said to his father and mother, “I have 
seen a Philistine woman in Ti 3 now 
for me as my wife.” ee eo 
5His father and mother replied, “[gn/ p 
ae woune among your eile 
all our people? Must you go to ci 
Philistines to get a wife?” > aa 
But Samson said to his father, ” 
i er, “Get her for me. 
She's the right one for me.” (His parents did not : 


he was in Mahaneh Dan, between Zorah and Esh- — wae “Coax 
I Fi 


die for us, or) 
household to 


know that this was from the Lory, who was seek- the town said to him, 


ing an occasion to confront the Philistines; for at 
that time they were ruling over Israel.) Samson 
went down to Timnah together with his father and 
mother. As they approached the vineyards of Tim= 
nah, suddenly a young lion came roaring toward 
him. The Spirit of the Lorp came upon him in 
power so that he tore the lion apart with his bare 
hands as he might have torn a young goat. But he 
told neither his father nor his mother what he had 


woman, and he liked her 

*Some time later, when he went back to marry 
her, he turned aside to look at the lion's carcass, In 
it was a swarm of bees and some honey, 9which he 
xooped out with his hands and ate as he went 
along. When he rejoined his parents, he gave them 
some, and they too ate it, But he did not tell them 
that he had taken the honey from the lion's care 
CASS 

Now his father went down to see the woman, 
And Sameon made a feast there, as was customary 
for bridegrooms, When he appeared, he wae giv 
en thirty companions 

2Let me tell you a riddle,” Samson said to 
them. Mf you can give me the anewer within the 
n days of the feast, | will give you thirty linen 
and thirty sete of clothes, if you can't 
you must give me thirty linen 


“ 


weve 
garments 
tell me the anewer, Hi 
yarmentes and thirty sets of clot hee,’ F. 
as us your riddle,” they aid, “Late hear it’ 


Mtle replied, 


Out of the eater, vomething to wat; 
out of the strong, something oweet, 
could not give the answer 


on three days they 
icc day, they said to Samacn 


“On the fourth 
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The First Sign of Trouble 
hs The Foy om aceon the valley {rom 


4 nomenon, Apparently, the Philistines 

pore panel freely back a ii ane non 

i beraclitves opp the rian yoo od us iy ri 
the short troll, was 

someon ame woman, Wis lack of concern for 
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satesene wrth 
senyprsnngpen enanapnerine w01d 210 , 


19 one 


~ said, “that | gave 
winter 


“iid bis Lack of subenieahon 10 


“What is sweeter thy 
What is stronger i 
Samson nald to ther 


‘coe Vane 
1 5 Later on, 
i tesla 


her father would not 
71 wan oo gure y 


younger ‘ 
to get even } 
them.” Go he went 
foxes and ted 
fastened a to vp 
torches and let the foxes loom 
of the Philistines, Me bur 
tower 


standing, gfain 


they were V 
law, 


EA Oe ee 


wn to the cave in the rock of Etam and said to 
Samson, “Don't you realize that the Philistines are 
er us? What have you done to us?” 

I ywerely did to them what they 


answered. 


sid to him, “We've come to tie you UP 
ver to the Philistines.” 
yd, “Swear to me that you won't kill 


‘ they answered. “We will only tie 
nd hand you over to them. We will not kill 
So they bound him with two new ropes and 
m up from the rock. 14As he approached 
ines came toward him shouting. 
Lorp came upon him in power, 
xis arms became like charred flax, 
adings dropped from his hands, !5Find- 
jawbone of a donkey, he grabbed it and 
n a thousand men 


he Phil 
the Phil 


h 


en Samson said 


Vith a donkey’s jawbone 
have made donkeys of them.# 
With a donkey's jawbone 
have killed a thousand men.” 


en he finished speaking, he threw away the 
wbone; and the place was called Ramath Lehi.t 

Because he was very thirsty, he cried out to the 
xp, “You have given your servant this great 
Must I now die of thirst and fall into the 
f the uncircumcised?” !9Then God opened 
sllow place in Lehi, and water came out of 
n Samson drank, his strength returned and 
ed. So the spring was called En Hakkore,« 
till there in Lehi. 

Samson ledé Israel for twenty years in the 
ys of the Philistines. 


Samson and-Delilah 


16 One day Samson went to Gaza, where he 
saw a prostitute. He went in to spend the 
ght with her. 2The people of Gaza were told, 
;mson is here!” So they surrounded the place 
d lay in wait for him all night at the city gate. 
.ey made no move during the night, saying, “At 
1 kill him.” 

But Samson lay there only until the middle of 
ght. Then he got up and took hold of the 
joors of the city gate, together with the two posts, 
and tore them loose, bar and all. He lifted them to 


dawn we 


the 


eS ———E—_—_——————— TT 


15:14 The Spirit and Samson 
Four times (see also 13:25; 14:6,19) Judges 
comments that “the Spirit of the Lorn” came on 
Samson. The same comment is made of other 
judges, though less frequently. But the Spirit only 
gave Samson great strength, as far as we can see; 
iruits of the Spirit like love and self-control seem 

lacking from his life. 


———— TT 


aikore means caller's spring 
so in verses 8 and 9 
loom,” 450 she 


420 Traditionally judged 
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4 Or made a heap or two; the Hebrew for donkey sounds like the Hebrew for heap. 
5 That is, about 28 pounds (about 13 kilograms) 
£13,14 Some Septuagint manuscripts; Hebrew “J can, if you weave the seven braids of my head into the fabric on 
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his shoulders and carried them to the top of the hill 
that faces Hebron. 

4Some time later, he fell in love with a woman in 

the Valley of Sorek whose name was Delilah. "The 
rulers of the Philistines went to her and said, “See 
if you can lure him into showing you the secret of 
his great strength and how we can overpower him 
so We may tie him up and subdue him. Each one of 
us will give you eleven hundred shekels¢ of sil- 
ver.” 

6So Delilah said to Samson, ‘Tell me the secret 
of your great strength and how you can be tied up 
and subdued.” 

7Samson answered her, “If anyone ties me with 
seven fresh thongs/ that have not been dried, I'll 
become as weak as any other man.” 

8Then the rulers of the Philistines brought her 
seven fresh thongs that had not been dried, and _ 
she tied him with them. 9With men hidden in the 
room, she called to him, “Samson, the Philistines 
are upon you!” But he snapped the thongs as easi- 
ly as a piece of string snaps when it comes close to 
a flame. So the secret of his strength was not dis- 
covered. 

l0Then Delilah said to Samson, “You have made 
a fool of me; you lied to me, Come now, tell me 
how you can be tied.” 

11He said, “If anyone ties me securely with new 
ropes that have never been used, I'll become as 
weak as any other man.” 

120 Delilah took new ropes and tied him with 
them. Then, with men hidden in the room, she 
called to him, “Samson, the Philistines are upon. 
you!’” But he snapped the ropes off his arms as if 
they were threads. 

13Delilah then said to Samson, “Until now, you 
have been making a fool of me and lying to me. 
Tell me how you can be tied.’” 

He replied, “If you weave the seven braids of 
my head into the fabric on the loom, and tighten it 
with the pin, I'll become as weak as any other 
man.” So while he was sleeping, Delilah took the 
seven braids of his head, wove them into the fabric 
lands tightened it with the pin. 

Again she called to him, ‘Samson, the Philis- 
tines are upon you!” He awoke from his sleep and 
pulled up the pin and the loom, with the fabric. 

15Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I 
love you,’ when you won't confide in me? This is 
the third time you have made a fool of me and 
haven't told me the secret of your great strength.” 
l6With such nagging she prodded him day after 
day until he was tired to death. 

17So he told her everything. ‘‘No razor has ever 
been used on my head," he said, “because I have 
been a Nazirite set apart to God since birth. If my 
head were shaved, my strength would leave me, 
and I would become as weak as any other man." 

18When Delilah saw that he had told her every- 
thing, she sent word to the rulers of the Philistines, 
“Come back once more; he has told me every- 

thing.” So the rulers of the Philistines returned 


617 Ramath Lehi means jawbone hill, 19 En 


{7 Or bowstrings; 
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hands. Having put him to 

the called man to shave off the 


with the silver in 
‘and so began to subdue 


sleep on her lap, eal 
aeven braids of his harr, 

trength left him. 
Ord called, “Samson, the Philistines are 
upon you!” oii, Se 


id thor 
from his sleep an A ste dia 


Segue { shake myself free, 
out as before and shake + 
not know that the Lorp had left him. re. 

2iThen the Philistines seized him, gouge ou 
his eyes and took him down to Gaza. Binding Bk 
with bronze shackles, they set him to grinding in 
the prison. 22But the hair on his head began to 


grow again after it had been shaved 


The Death of Samson 

23Now the rulers of the Philistines assembled to 
offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god and to 
celebrate, saying, “Our god has delivered Samson, 
our enemy, into our hands,” ; ‘ 

’4When the people saw him, they praised their 
god, saying, 

“Our god has delivered our enemy 


into our hands, 
the one who laid waste our land 
and multiplied our slain.” 
25While they were in high spirits, they shouted, 
“Bring out Samson to entertain us.” So they called 
Samson out of the prison, and he performed for 
them 7 
When they stood him among the pillars, 26Sam- 
son said to the servant who held his hand, “Put me 
where I can feel the pillars that support the temple, 
so that I may lean against them.” 27Now the tem- 
ple was crowded with men and women; all the 
rulers of the Philistines were there, and on the roof 
were about three thousand men and women 
watching Samson perform. #8Then Samson prayed 
to the Lorp, “O Sovereign Lorp, remember me. O 
God, please strengthen me just once more, and let 
me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines 
for my two eyes.” 29Then Samson reached toward 
the two central pillars on which the temple stood. 
Bracing himself against them, his right hand on 
the one and his left hand on the other, Samson 
said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” Then he 
pushed with all his might, and down came the 
temple on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus 
He ea many more when he died than while he 
ive 
31Then his brothers and his father’s whole 
family went down to get him. They brought him 
back and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in 
Be tomb of Manoah his father. He had led? Israel 
venty years. 


Micah’s Idols 


Now a man named Micah from i 
Vy country of Ephraim 2said to his ine 
The eleven hundred shekels¢ of silver that were 
taken from you and about which I heard you utter 
a curse—I have that silver with me; I took it.” 
“19 
es Psa Septuagint manuscripts and he began to weaken, 
4 ounces (about 110 grams) 


“4 That is, about 5 pounds (about 2.3 kilograms) 


of silver to his mother, 
crate my silver to the 
carved image 


y i, 
ko handel She 


house. 
5Now this man Micah had a shine, 

an ephod and some idols and installed-one 

sons as his priest, In those ee Israel 

Xing everyone id a8 he veinieher in Judah, Who 


7A young Levite from Bethleh 
had been ving within the clan of Judah, mes be 
town in search of some other place tO — 
way he came to Micah’s house 1" country 
of Ephraim. 


Micah asked him, “Where are you from?” 
Pee ieee tram Bethlehem in Judah” ihe 
said, “and I'm for a place to stay- 
10Then Micah said to him, “Live with me and be 
my father and priest, and I'll give you ten ee 
of silver a year, your clothes and your food. 
the Levite agreed to live with him, and the young 
man was to him like one of his sons. 7Then Micah 
installed the Levite, and the young man became 
his priest and lived in his house. 3And Micah said, 
“Now | know that the Loro will be good to me, 
since this Levite has become my priest.” A - 


Danites Settle in Laish 
18 In those days Israel had no king. 

And in those days the tribe of the Danites 
was seeking a place of their own where they might 
settle, because they had not yet come into anin- 
heritance among the tribes of Israel. So the Dan- 
ites sent five warriors from Zorah and Eshtaol to 
spy out the land and explore it. These men repre- 
sented all their clans. They told them, “Go, ex- 
plore the land.” 


(8 Or Tech oo ce pefaes ets, bone 
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zed the voice of the young, Levite; so 
they recognized tir re and asked him, <Who 
me Ht on i ve? What are you doing in this 
ae vere you here? 
place? Why ore yon; Micah had done for him, 
tHe (old them "i od me and I am his priest.” 
and said Te Nd to him, “Please inquire of God 
es h ner our journey will be successful.” 
at snswered them, “Go in peace. Your 

1s the Lorp’s approval.” 
» five men left and came to Laish, where 
th hat the people were living in safety, like 
a onians, unsuspecting and secure, And 
heir land lacked nothing, they were pros- 
fous. Also, they lived a long way from the 
snians and had no relationship with anyone 


JUDGES 18:14 
their brothers asked them, “How did you find 
things?” 

9They answered, “Come on, let's attack them! 
We have seen that the land is very good. Aren't 
you going to do something? Don’t hesitate to go 
there and take it over. “When you get there, you 
will find an unsuspecting people and 2 spacious 
land that God has put into your hands, a land that 
lacks nothing whatever.” 

Then six hundred men from the dan of the 
Danites, armed for battle, set out from Zorah and 
Eshtaol. 12On their way they set up camp near 
Kiriath Jearim in Judah. This is why the place west 
of Kiriath Jearim is called Mahaneh Dane to this 
day. '3From there they went on to the hill country 
of Ephraim and came to Micah’s house. 

1sThen the five men who had spied out the land 


else 


sWhen they returned to Zorah and Eshtaol, 
°7 Hebrew; some Septuagint manuscnpts unth the Aramenns 


of Laish said to their brothers, “Do you know that 
ag of the Hebrew for this clause is uncertain. " 
dat means Dan's camp. ~ 


Hanging by a Thread 
Theft, rape, murder, idolatry: Israel was destroying itself oe cK” 


In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit. 17:6 
A time comes when you can no longer blame your problems on other people. In Pogo’s 
immortal words, “We have met the enemy, and he is us.” 
So it is at the end of Judges. The camera zooms in for a closeup, focusing on internal violence. 
Enemies are no longer in view: the enemy is Israel itself. 2 
They make ugly portraits, these last five chapters. Pointless and violent, they begin with a son 
stealing from his mother and end with parents agreeing to let their daughters be kidnapped. In 
between are homosexual and heterosexual gang rape, murder, idolatry. armed robbery, mass 
slaughter. No enemy does all this: Israelites do it to each other. Clearly, the exalted nation of 


Israel, God’s chosen people, has lost all sense of direction. 


Whv Can Rescue Them Now? 

The first 16 chapters of Judges tell of repeated enemy invasions that moved Israel to call out to 
God, Hearing his people, God would send a freedom fighter to save them. 

In the last five chapters, by contrast, God sends no freedom fighters. No military leader could 
rescue them from themselves. These chapters instead repeat the solemn words: “In those days 
Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit.”” 

Everyone did as he saw fit’ may not sound very negative in our era, which places high value 
on individualism and personal freedom. But God prizes something more: unity. He wants his 
people united in love for him and each other. God's law had bound his people to a common 
worship in the tabernacle and to a common standard of caring for each other. For this the 
Israelites substituted do-as-you-please se\igion and a fractured society, where each family or group 
fought for its own rights alone. The result? These chapters tell the dismal story. 


Israel’s Worst Enemy 


By the end of Judges, Israelites are reduced to fighting themselves. They have their 
enemies’ customs. They worship idols. They are sexually immora!. They lack parents. 
They cannot remember the pattern of life God had set out. It is hard to say, by the end of judges, 

ites are the least bit 


why God should save Israel from their enemies. It is hard to say whether I 

different from their enemies. Israel has become, in fact, her own worst enemy. 
Only one glimmer of hope appears: the Israelites’ shock at the Benjamites’ gang rape. They can 

still get together to punish such outrages, and they still consult the Lord about them. But they are 

a far cry from the hopeful people Joshua led into the promised land. t re 

Life Questions: Do your troubles come more from your circumstances or from your own internal 

weaknesses? What kind of help do you need from God? ‘ a 
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spheg Ih ther household gods and the east idol 
the priest and the sie handre od ine 
stood at the entrance (the pate med men 


IsWhen these men went into Mics 
took the carved: (niga cphen eam a 
household gods and the cast idol, the priest said te 
them, “What are you doing?” 

Whey answered him, “Be quiet! Don’t say a 
word. Come with us, and be our father and priest 
Isn't it better that you serve a tribe and clan in 
Israel as priest rather than just one man’s house= 
hold?” “Then the priest was glad. He took the 
ephod, the other household gods and the carved 
image and went along with the people 2Putting, 
their little children, their livestock and their 
possessions in front of them, they turned away 
and lett 

2When they had gone some distance from 
Micah’s house, the men who lived near Micah 
were called together and overtook the Danites. 
24s they shouted after them, the Danites turned 
and said to Micah, “What's the matter with you 
that you called out your men to fight?” 

4He replied, “You took the gods I made, and 
my priest, and went away. What else do I have? 
How can you ask, ‘What's the matter with you?’ ” 

25The Danites answered, “Don’t argue with us, 
or some hot-tempered men will attack you, and 
you and your family will lose your lives.” 26So the 
Danites went their way, and Micah, seeing that 
they were too strong for him, turned around and 
went back home. 

27Then they took what Micah had made, and his 

priest, and went on to Laish, against a peaceful 
and unsuspecting people. They attacked them 
with the sword and burned down their city. 
28There was no one to rescue them because they 
lived a long way from Sidon and had no relation- 
ship with anyone else. The city was ina valley near 
Beth Rehob. 

The Danites rebuilt the city and settled there. 
2They named it Dan after their forefather Dan, 
who was born to Israel—though the city used to be 
called Laish. There the Danites set up for them- 
selves the idols, and Jonathan son of Gershom, the 
son of Moses,“ and his sons were priests for the 
tribe of Dan until the time of the captivity of the 
land. 3!They continued to use the idols Micah had 
made, all the time the house of God was in Shiloh. 


A Levite and His Concubine 


19 In those days Israel had no king. 

Now a Levite who lived in a remote area in 
the hill country of Ephraim took a concubine from 
Bethlehem in Judah. 2But she was unfaithful to 
him. She left him and went back to her father’s 


“30 An ancient Hebrew scribal tradition, some Septuagint manuscripts and Vulgate; Masoretic Text Manasseh 
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j-omed him. 4His father-in he 
Feed upon him tomstay; 9° 
fathier Pe ae days, eating and drinking, and 
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n 60 the two of them sat 
can Wink together. Al se 
t anc “Pigase stay tonight 7 enjoy 
yourself, ) the ma Te gor 
fatheriny 7 wm, 
that nih Oe ee ior the fifth day, when 
he rose to go, the girl's father said, “” ih oor 
self, Wait till afternoont” go the two of them a! 
together. c 

7Then when the man, | his concubine and 
his servant, got up to leave, eines inlaw oe 
girl's father, said, “Now look, it's t evening. 
Spend the night here; the day is nearly over. Stay 
and enjoy yourself. Early tomorrow morning you 
can get up and be on your way home. 10But, 
unwilling to stay another night, the man left and 
went toward Jebus (that is, Jerusalem), with his 
two saddled donkeys and his concubine. 

11When they were near Jebus and the day was 
almost gone, the servant said to his master, 
“Come, let’s stop at this city of the Jebusites and 
spend the night.” ; 

12His master replied, ‘No. We won't go into an 
alien city, whose people are not Israelites. We will 
go on to Gibeah.”’ 3He added, “Come, let's try to 
reach Gibeah or Ramah and spend the night in one 
of those places.”” 14So they went on, and the sun 
set as they neared Gibeah in Benjamin. 15There 
they stopped to spend the night. They went and 
sat in the city square, but no one took them into his 
home for the night. 

16That evening an old man from the hill country 
of Ephraim, who was living in Gibeah (the men of 
the place were Benjamites), came in from his work 
in the fields. 17When he looked and saw the travel- 
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19:15 A Breach of Hospitality 
In the ancient Middle East, hospitality was taken 
very seriously. When the Levite sat down in the 
city square of an Israelite city, he expected his 
relatives to offer him a place to stay. But only an 
old man from his home area offered the Levite 
anything—the locals were inhospitable, an 
The old a obviously took hospitality seriously. 
Tl man obviously t 
In fact, he urged the hostile mob to rape his 
daughter and his guest’s concubine as a lesser evil 
than throwing his guest out to them. (His response 
is identical to Lot’s on the eve of Sodom’s 
destruction. See Genesis 19:6-8.) 


ware, the old man asked, “Where 
sre did you come from?’ 
We are on our way from Beth- 
»a remote area in the hill country 
»T live. [have been to Bethlehem 
now | am going to the house of the 
seo, No one has taken me into his house, We 
have both straw and fodder for our donkeys and 
bread and wine for ourselves your servants—me, 
your maidservant, and the young man with us. 
We don’t need anything.” 
»-you are weleome at my house,” the old man 
id Let me supply whatever you need, Only 
don’t spend the night in the square.” 2!So he took 
him into his house and fed his donkeys. After they 
had washed their feet, they had something to eat 
and drink 
While they were enjoying themselves, some of 
the wicked men of the city surrounded the house. 
Pounding on the door, they shouted to the old 
man who owned the house, “Bring out the man 
who came to your house so we can have sex with 
him.” 
23The owner of the house went outside and said 
to them, “No, my friends, don’t be so vile. Since 
this man is my guest, don’t do this disgraceful 
thing. 24Look, here is my virgin daughter, and his 
concubine. | will bring them out to you now, and 
you can use them and do to them whatever you 
wish. But to this man, don’t do such a disgraceful 
thing.” 
25But the men would not listen to him. So the 
man took his concubine and sent her outside to 
them, and they raped her and abused her through- 
out the night, and at dawn they let her go. 26At 
daybreak the woman went back to the house 
where her master was staying, fell down at the 
door and lay there until daylight. 
27Wheii her master got up in the morning and 
opened the door of the house and stepped out to 
continue on his way, there lay his concubine, 
fallen in the doorway of the house, with her hands 
on the threshold. 28He said to her, “Get up; let's 
go.”’ But there was no answer. Then the man put 
her on his donkey and set out for home. 
29When he reached home, he took a knife and 
cut up his concubine, limb by limb, into twelve 
parts and sent them into all the areas of Israel. 
30Everyone who saw it said, “Such a thing has 
never been seen or done, not since the day the 
Israelites came up out of Egypt. Think about it! 
Consider it! Tell us what to do!’” 
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Israelites Fight the Benjamites 
2 Then all the Israelites from Dan to Beer- 
sheba and from the land of Gilead came out 
as one man and assembled before the Lorp in 
Mizpah. 2The leaders of all the people of the tribes 
of Israel took their places in the assembly of the 
people of God, four hundred thousand soldiers 
armed with swords. 3(The Benjamites heard that 
the Israelites had gone up to Mizpah.) Then the 
Israelites said, “Tell us how this awful thing hap- 
pened.” 


«10 One Hebrew manuscript; most Hebrew manuscripts Geba, a variant of Gibeah 


223 JUDGES 20:25 
450 the Levite, the husband of the murdered 
ee barat and sy nee ets ee 
in Benjamin to spend the night. “uring 
the men of Gibeah came after me 
the house, intending to kill me. 
concubine, and she died. | took my 
cut her into pieces and sent one piece to each 
region of Israel's inheritance, because they com- 
mitted this lewd and act in Israel. 
7Now, all you Israelites, speak up and give your 
verdict.” 

SAll the people rose as one man, saying, “None 
of us will go home, No, not one of us will return to 
his house. 9But now this is what we'll do to Gibe- 
ah: We'll go up against it as the lot directs. We'll 
take ten men out of every hundred from all the 
tribes of Israel, and a hundred from a thousand, 
and a thousand from ten thousand, to get provi- 
sions for the army. Then, when the army arrives at 
Gibeahe in Benjamin, it can give ther what they ~ 
deserve for all this vileness done in Israel.” So all 
the men of Israel got together and united as one 
man against the city. 

12The tribes of Israel sent men throughout the 
tribe of Benjamin, saying, “What about this awful 
crime that was committed among you? Now sur- 
render those wicked men of Gibeah so that we may 
put them to death and purge the evil from Israel.” 

But the Benjamites would not listen to their fel- 
low Israelites. 4From their towns they came to- 
gether at Gibeah to fight against the Israelites. 5At 
once the Benjamites mobilized twenty-six thou- 
sand swordsmen from their towns, in addition to 
seven hundred chosen men from those living in 
Gibeah. 16Among all these soldiers there were 
seven hundred chosen men who were left-hand- 
ed, each of whom could sling a stone at a hair and 
not miss. ¢ 

VIsrael, apart from Benjamin, mustered four 
hundred thousand swordsmen, all of them fight- 
ing men. 

\8The Israelites went up to Bethel’ and inquired _ 
of God. They said, “Who of us shall go first to fight 
against the Benjamites?”’ 

The Lorp replied, “Judah shall go first.” 

19The next morning the Israelites got up and 
pitched camp near Gibeah. The men of Israel 
went out to fight the Benjamites and took up battle 
positions against them at Gibeah. 2!The Benja- 
mites came out of Gibeah and cut down twenty- 
two thousand Israelites on the battlefield that day. 
2But the men of Israel encouraged one another 
and again took up their positions where they had 
stationed themselves the first day. 3The Israelites 
went up and wept before the Lorp until evening, 
and they inquired of the Lorp. They said, “Shall 
we go up again to battle against the Benjamites, 
our brothers?” 

The Lorp answered, “Go up against them.” 

24Then the Israelites drew near to Benjamin the 
second day. 5This time, when the 
came out from Gibeah to oppose them, they cut 
down another eighteen thousand Israelites, all of 
them armed with swords. 


vat Dig 


°18 Or to the house of Ged; also in verse 26 


JUDGES 20:26 

26Then the Israelites, all 
Bethel, and there they 
Lorp. They fasted that di 
presented burnt offerings 
ings# to the Lorp. 27And the 
the Lorp. (In those days the ark 
God was there, 28with Phinehas n 
son of Aaron, ministering before jf, 
“Shall we go up again to battle with ieee 
brother, or not?” 

The Lorp responded, “Go, for tomorrow [ will 
give them into your hands. 
2Then Israel set an ambush around Gibeah. 
30They went up against the Benjamites on the third 
day and took up positions against Gibeah as they 
had done before. 3!The Benjamites came out to 
meet them and were drawn away from the city, 
They began to inflict casualties on the Israelites as 
before, so that about thirty men fell in the open 
field and on the roads—the one leading to Bethel 
and the other to Gibeah, 

32While the Benjamites were saying, “We are 
defeating them as before,” the Israelites were say- 
ing, “Let's retreat and draw them away from the 


city to the roads.”” : 
33A II the men of Israel moved from their places 


and took up positions at Baal Tamar, and the Isra- 
elite ambush charged out of its place on the west? 
of Gibeah.¢ 4Then ten thousand of Israel's finest 
men made a frontal attack on Gibeah. The fighting 
was so heavy that the Benjamites did not realize 
how near disaster was. 35The Lorp defeated Benja- 
min before Israel, and on that day the Israelites 
struck down 25,100 Benjamites, all armed with 
swords. %Then the Benjamites saw that they were 
beaten 
Now the men of Israel had given way before 
Benjamin, because they relied on the ambush they 
had set near Gibeah. 37The men who had been in 
ambush made a sudden dash into Gibeah, spread 
out and put the whole city to the sword. 38The men 
of Israel had arranged*with the ambush that they 
should send up a great cloud of smoke from the 
city, 9and then the men of Israel would turn in the 
battle. 

The Benjamites had begun to inflict casualties 
on the men of Israel (about thirty), and they said, 
“Weare defeating them as in the first battle.” 40But 
when the column of smoke began to rise from the 
city, the Benjamites turned and saw the smoke of 
the whole city going up into the sky. 4!Then the 
men of Israel turned on them, and the men of 
Benjamin were terrified, because they realized that 
disaster had come upon them. 42So they fled be- 
fore the Israelites in the direction of the desert, but 
they could not escape the battle, And the men of 
Israel who came out of the towns cut them down 
there. 43They surrounded the Benjamites, chased 
them and easilyd overran them in the vicinity of 

Gibeah on the east. “Eighteen thousand Benja- 
mites fell, all of them valiant fighters. 45As they 
turned and fled toward the desert to the rock of 
Rimmon, the Israelites cut down five thousand 


"26,4 Traditionally peace offerings #33. Some 


uncertain (33 Hebret 
house of God 'w Geba, a variant of Gibeah 
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Jong the roads. They 
ne ri as far as Gidom 


sand more. . y 
thousar at day twenty-five thousand Benjamite 


wordsmen fell, all of them valiant fighters. «But 


the towns oe 
Benjamites 

wives for the é 

, men of Israel had taken an oath Miz- 
2 1 te Not one of us will give his daughter in 

ya Bel yjamite. 

Bee ie went to Bethel,« wae they sce 
before God until evening, raising their voices 
weeping bitterly. ”’O LORD, i 
they cried, “why has this happens rege 
onitary the nextday the F ee built an altar and 


4Early the next day the peo] a 
presented burnt offerings and fellowship offer: 


ings." 
sThen the Israelites asked, “Who from all the 
tribes of Israel has failed to assemble before the 
Lorp?” For they had taken a solemn oath that 
anyone who failed to assemble before the Lorp at 
Mizpah should certainly be put to death. 

6Now the Israelites grieved for their brothers, 
the Benjamites. “Today one tribe is cut off from 
Israel,” they said. 7“How can we provide wives for 
those who are left, since we have taken an oath by 
the Lorp not to give them any of our daughters in 
marriage?” 8Then they asked, “Which one of the 
tribes of Israel failed to assemble before the Lorp at 
Mizpah?” They discovered that no one from Ja- 
besh Gilead had come to the camp for the assem- 
bly. 9For when they counted the people, they 
found that none of the people of Jabesh Gilead 
were there, 

10So the assembly sent twelve thousand fighting 
men with instructions to go to Jabesh Gilead and _ 
put to the sword those living there, including the 
women and children. 1!"’This is what you are to 
do,” they said. ‘Kill every male and every woman 
who is not a virgin,” ! found among the 
people living in Jabesh Gilead four hundred young 
women who had never slept with a man, and they 
took them to the camp at Shiloh in Canaan. 

Then the whole assembly sent an offer of 
peace to the Benjamites at the rock of Rimmon., 
'4So the Benjamites returned at that time and were 
given the women of Jabesh Gilead who had been 
spared But there were not enough for all of 

em. : 

The people grieved for Benjamin, because the 
Lorp had made a gap in the tribes of Israel. 16, 
the elders of the assembly said, “With the women 
of Benjamin destroyed, how shall we provide 
wives for the men who are left? 17The 
Survivors must have heirs,’* said, “ 
tribe oflsaelwillnot be wiped out BWe canes 


Septuagint manuscripts and Vulgate; the on ‘ 
43 The meaning ofthe Hebrew forthe word uncenain "on 
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RUTH 


INTRODUCTION 


A Rare Bond of Love , 
Ruth and Naomi lost everything cacep thelr cate [OF 


Where 1 will go, and where you stay I will stay- Your paophe wil eae a 
ere Yee. May re vin me, be ic ever 30 severely, F 


God my God... May the Lor 
separates you and me. 1:16-17 


R"" and Naomi were unlikely friends: @ 
middle age. Stranger still, one was 
different ethnic and religious background. 
They had lost everything when 
risk in those rough times. No one else would 


The Woman's Initiative a 
The book of Ruth is not “two women against the world.” fatter, owen (Hee vse OE 


initiative to find, by God’s help, 4 mary who would care for then. 
A woman's initiative rarely gets $0 


located where Boaz, 4 relative, was camping: 
lay down. When Boaz woke and found her, he didn't have to Ge tokt 


wanted him for a husband. Flattered, he dide’t ler another sar ser before 
arrangements for marriage 


Society the way God had designed it encouraged mer ike esa (es Mentey ee cece, A ES 2 
by Old Testament law a farmer had to leave some of he sain etd $0 CE SRT BOO 
Id harvest it. And, also by law, a helpless widow tral (ep Shee Cale it 


Ruth cou! 
husband's family. This was the law by whick Boaz aimed Rutty (TAD 


God's Invisible Presence 
Behind the eloquent story of Ruth looms amv invisible heiger—Cad 
body in Rath doutsted that life 


Lord whom Naorni credited for bri 
Ruth into marriage. Finally, the Lord gave them 2 son. 


“grandmother” found deep satisfaction. 
The last verses of Ruth show, furthermore, that God's clam extendext 
personal problems. Kuth was 4 member of the despises 
only accepted her into hie family, but alse used Mer to oroduce \sraets 
orig riot turned out to be David. To anyone whe thenghr that Gate: 
uth’s life made a striking contradiction. 


How to Read Ruth 


Ruth, brief enough to read in 15 minutes, is 2 delight. The German 
loveliest complete work on 4 small scale.” But Gecause Ruth's author 
homie, it is possible to overlook his deager 
between Ruth and Naor. This love, which 
hope for other people in hard circumstances, 

he author of Ruth assumed that readers understand the cultural 
Kuth’s time. You may wish to read shout it for deager 
describes the background on martage lor 4 widow ty # cverntuer 


» redeemer,” 


mes Ruth lived in, 


P | ANS FOR READING RUTH 
LAN 1; An Overview of Ruth in 1 Da 
©) Day 1. Read the introduction to 


: All of Ruth in 4 
010 20304 


PLAN 2 


Naomi and Ruth 


In the days when the judges ruled,“ there was 
a famine in the land, and a man from Beth- 
ehem in Judah, together with his wife and two 
sons, went to live for a while in the country of 
Moab. 2The man’s name was Elimelech, his wife’s 
name Naomi, and the names of his two sons were 
Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from 
Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and 
lived there 
3Now Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died, and 
she was left with her two sons. 4They married 
Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other 
Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years, 
Sboth Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi 
was left without her two sons and her husband. 
¢When she heard in Moab that the Lorp had 
come to the aid of his people by providing food for 
them, Naomi and her daughters-in-law prepared 
to return home from there. 7With her two daugh- 
ters-in-law she left the place where she had been 
living end set out on the road that would take them 
back to the land of Judah 
8Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, 
‘Go back, each of you, to your mother’s home. 
May the Lorp show kindness to you, as you have 
shown to your dead and to me. 9May the Lorp 
grant that each of you will find rest in the home of 
another husband.” 
Then she kissed them and they wept aloud 
l0and said to her, ‘We will go back with you to 
your people.” 
11But Naomi said, ‘Return home, my daugh- 
ters. Why would you come with me? Am going to 
have any more sons, who could become your hus- 
bands? 12Return home, my daughters; I am too old 
to have another husband. Even if I thought there 
was still hope for me—even if I had a husband 
tonight and then gave birth to sons—- 3would you 
wait until they grew up? Would you remain un- 
married for them? No, my daughters. It is more 
bitter for me than for you, because the Lorp’s 
hand has gone out against me!” 


*1 Traditionally judged +20 Naomi means pleasant; also in verse 21 
verse 21 21 Or has testified against 
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Leviticus 25;23-28 gives background on a 
von to Judges offers historical perspective, for the boo! 


RUTH 2:4 


F person's ty, The 
Ror f Judges is Prats vem of the 


Ruth and chapter 1, which describes an unusual 


sancsaiy developing under the unkindest of conditions. 
ay’ 


MAt this they wept again. Then Orpah kissed 
her mother-in-law good-by, but Ruth clung to her. 

15Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is go- 
ing back to her people and her gods. Go back with 
her.” 

l6But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you 
or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, 
and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be 
my people and your God my God. !7Where you 
die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the _ 
Lorp deal with me, be it ever so severely, if any- 
thing but death separates you and me.” !8When 
Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go 
with her, she stopped urging her. 

19So the two women went on until they came to 
Bethlehem. When they arrived in Bethlehem, the 
whole town was stirred because of them, and the 
women exclaimed, “Can this be Naomi?” 

20’Don’t call me Naomi,” she told them. “Call 
me Mara,‘ because the Almighty? has made my 
life very bitter. 211 went away full, but the Lorp has 
brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The 
Lorp has afflictede me; the Almighty has brought 
misfortune upon me.” 

2S0 Naomi returned from Moab accompanied 
by Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, arriv- 
ing in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was is begin- 
ning. 


Ruth Meets Boaz 


Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s 
side, from the clan of Elimelech, a man of 
standing, whose name was Boaz. 
2And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, "et 
me go to the fields and pick up the leftover grain 
behind anyone in whose eyes I find favor.” - 
Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.” 
3So she went out and began to glean in the fields 
behind the harvesters. As it turned out, she found 
herself working in a field belonging’to Boaz, who 
was from the clan of Elimelech. 
4Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and 
greeted the harvesters, ‘The Lorp be with you!” 
“The Lorp bless you!” they called back. 


«20 Mara means bitter, 


420 Hebrew Shaddai; also in 
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RUTH 2:5 


“Boaz asked the fore 
Whose young wor 
sThe foreman replied. “5 

who came back from Moat with Na ti 
Please let me glean and gather amore the ndane 
behind the harvesters,” She went into the fle : “ 
has worked steadily fron morning fll OW, ENCeP 
for a short rest in the shelter onto 
So Bowe said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen " 
me. Don’t go and glean in another field and don ’ 
go away from here, Stay here with my servan! 
Vatch the field where the men are harvest 
and follow along after the girls, [have told the 
ot to touch you. And whenever you are 
vy. go and get a drink from the water jars the 


an of bis: harvesters, 


fe is the Moabitess 
omi. She said, 


on have filled 

s, she bowed down with her face to the 
ground. She exclaimed, “Why have | found such 
favor in your eyes that you notice me—a for 


eigner? 
Boaz replied, “I've been told all about what 
have done for your mother-in-law since the 
death of your husband—how you left your father 
and mother and your homeland and came to live 
with a people you did not know before. May the 
Lorp repay you for what you have done. May you 
be richly rewarded by the Lorp, the God of Israel, 
under whose wings you have come to take ref- 


uge 
’May I continue to find favor in your eyes, my 

lord,” she said. “You have given me comfort and 
have spoken kindly to your servant—though I do 
not have the standing of one of your servant girls.” 

At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come over 

here. Have some bread and dip it in the wine 
vinegar 

When she sat down with the harvesters, he of- 

fered her some roasted grain. She ate all she want- 
ed and had some left over. ISAs she got up to 
glean, Boaz gave orders to his men, “Even if she 
gathers among the sheaves, don’t embarrass her. 
‘eRather, pull out some stalks for her from the 
bundles and leave them for her to pick up, and 
don’t rebuke her.’ 

"So Ruth gleaned in the field until evening. 
Then she threshed the barley she had gathered, 
and it amounted to about an ephah.# 18She carried 
it back to town, and her mother-in-law saw how 
much she had gathered. Ruth also brought out and 
gave her what she had left over after she had eaten 
enough. 


'SHer mother-in-law asked her, “Where did you 


2:7 Caring for the Poor 
In the Old Testament God used several welfare 
Progr ‘ams to help poor people. One, reflected in 

is passage, was the command to deliberately 
leave some of the harvest in the field for the poor 
lomather, Poor people didn’t beg for handouts, but 

ed for what they got. Leviticus 19:9,10 and 

Deuteronomy 24:19-22 give the directions. 


‘27 That s, probably about 35 bushel (about 22 liters) 


” Hebrew find rest (see Ruth 1:9) 


glean today? Where did Blessed be the " 
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Then Ruth told bend mW arabe : 
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indness to the Ly 
week “That man is our clone relatives he is one of 
smaneredeemers.”” 
Bate Ruth the Moabitess said, “He even waid 
to me, ‘Stay with my workers until they finish 
arvesting all my grain.’ "” 
: Naor said to Ruth he beatae 44 a 
q » good for you, my daughter, 
Mi i, been in someone else's field you might be 
ned.” e 
ee Ruth stayed close to the servant girls of 
Boaz to glean until the barley and wheat 
were finished, And she lived with her 
law. i 
Ruth and Boaz at the Threshing Floor 
One day Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, 
3 “My daughter, should I not try to find a home? 
for you, where you will be well provided for? 21s _ 
not Boaz, with whose servant girls you have been, 
a kinsman of ours? Tonight he will be winnowing 
barley on the threshing floor, 3Wash and perfume 
yourself, and put on your best clothes. Then go 
down to the threshing floor, but don’t let him 
know you are there until he has finished eating 
and drinking. 4When he lies down, note the place 
where he is lying. Then go and uncover his feet 
and lie down. He will tell you what to do.” 2 
51 will do whatever you say,” Ruth answered. 
So she went down to the threshing floor and did 
everything her mother-in-law told her to do. 
7When Boaz had finished eating and drinking 
and was in good spirits, he went over to lie down 
at the far end of the grain pile. Ruth 9 
quietly, uncovered his feet and lay down. 8In the 
middle of the night something startled the man, 
and he turned and discovered a woman lying at his 
feet, : 


Who are you?” he asked, 
“Lam your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the 


corner of your garment over me, since f 
kinsman-redeemer,”” ; he pn 


10“The Lorp bless 


plied. ‘This kindness is 
you showed Sreater than shatiwi 


true that I am n 
redeemer nearer eae Kin, there is a 


warhan the morning if he wants to redeem, good; 


8Stay here for the night,” 


let him redeem. But if he willing, surely 
the Lorp lives I will do i Us beret eae 


44So she lay at his feet until 
fore anyone could be 


vo't fet Be known that 4 woman came to the 


d go, my daughter?” 
.ne told her everything Boaz had done for 


<dded. “He gave me these six measures 
saying. “Don't go back to your mother- 
pty-handed 

Naomi said, “Wait, my daughter, until 
hat happens. For the man will not 
matter is settled today.” 


Boaz Marries Ruth 


Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate and 
+ <2: there. When the kinsman-redeemer he had 
along, Boaz said, “Come over 
and sit down.” So he went over 


k ten of the elders of the town’ and 
here,” and they did so. Then he said to 
-redeemer, “Naomi, who has come 
foab, is selling the piece of land that 
ur brother Elimelech. 41 thought I 
,e matter to your attention and sug- 
buy it in the presence of these seated 
d in the presence of the elders of my 
ou will redeem it, do'so. But if you® 
i} me, so | will know. Forno one has the 
it except you, and I am next in line.” 
redeem it.” he said. 
Boaz said, “On the day you buy the land 
from Ruth the Moabitess, you 
{ man’s widow, in order to main- 
2 of the dead with his property.” 
the, kinsman-redeemer said, “Then I 
edeem it because 1 might endanger my 
te. You redeem it yourself. I cannot doit.” 
7(Now in earlier times in Israel, for the redemp- 
tion and transfer of property to become final, one 
off his sandal and gave it to the other. 
che method of legalizing transactions in 


+15 Most Hebrew mamuscnpts; many Hebeew manuscripts. Vulgate and Syriac she “4 Many 
5 Hebrew; Vulgate and Synac Naomi, you 
lew Hebron manicripts, some Septuagint manuscripts and Vulgate (see also verse 21 and mu 


Vulgate and Syriac. most Hebrew manusonpts he 


musreasc7 pts Soles 


people, “Today 
bought from Naomi all the 
Kilion and Mahlon. 1 have also acquired Ruth the 
Moabitess, Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in order 
to maintain the name of the dead with his prop- 
erty, so that his name will not disappear from 
among his family or from the town records. Today 
yousre waneete ara? Poe q 
1Then the elders those at my 


famous in Bethlehem. !2Through the offspring the 


The Genealogy of David 
19S0 Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. 
Then he went to her, and the Loxp enabled her to 


women said to Naomi: "Praise be to the Lorp, who 


your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who: 
you and who is better to you than seven sons, has 
given him birth.” . 


“Naomi has a son.” And they named him Obed. 
He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. 
\8This, then, is the family line of Perez: 


1 SAMUEL 


INTRODUCTION 


What Leadership Requires 


Israel, fighting for survival, needed a leader 


7; ; 2: 
It is not by strength that one prevails; those who oppose the Loro will be shattered. 2:9 an 
‘0 country, no organization, no family is great without great leadership. But how do you Ber 
N Israel was forced to ask that question antl a critical, do-or-die pene re oer ammaned 
the highest power: Samuel, Saul, and David. All were attractive, powertul lau Ee er Sstit 
admiration and respect. Two, David and Samuel, made very successful leaders. , 


had a promising beginning but ended as a failure. 


Fighting for Survival 
Israel was fighting for survival. The Philistines had migrated to the region about the same une 


israel had escaped from Egypt. Now, from their cities near the Mediterranean coast, they wert 
eauall SOEHne deeper tS the mountains of Israel. They had superior ate he! in 
particular. Though less populous than Israel, they were SPparery better organized. un 
Israel had neither central administration nor a regular army. A loose confederation of 12 tribes, 

Israelites called on each other for help only in emergencies. Occasional inspired leaders— 
“judges"—took charge of military defense when necessary. The nation had worked that way for 
well over 100 years, and the tribes seemed too independent to change. But the Philistines were 
pressing them. A crisis of leadership—a crisis testing the very existence of Israel—was building. 


Why Begin with Hannah? 
Surprisingly, 1 Samuel opens not with a battle or even with the leadership crisis, but with a very 


private family problem. Two bitterly jealous wives had a longstanne quarrel, one taunting the 
other because of her infertility. Hannah, the childless woman, turned to God in desperation, 
praying and promising to dedicate a son to him. The result was a little boy named Samuel. 

Hannah kept her vow to God, and Samuel grew into one of the greatest leaders Israel had ever 
known. He had a triple role: he served as a prophet who could discern God's will, as a priest who 
led Israel to worship, and as a military leader. He chose, under God's direction, Israel's first two 
kings. Samuel's strong personality undergirds the entire book of 1 Samuel, even though he 
officially retired at the end of chapter 15. 

Why begin 1 Samuel with Hannah? Hannah’s struggles are Israel's, in miniature, Her frustration 
forced her to look to God, and as a result her son Samuel served in the tabernacle instead of 
following in his father’s footsteps as a farmer, Hannah's story shows that from bitter pain may 
come great promise, if that pain leads you to God. The Israelites, who were going to experience a 
great many more troubles in their history, needed Hannah's example, 


God Chooses His Own Leaders 


blessed her son as long as that son trusted in him for help. God chose 
f s as the R a leade! 
leader who listened to him. “The ete declares: ‘Those who honor me | vA hora bi aeemm 


Samuel never forgot that lesson. He anointed Saul as the first kin 
é 1 [ , and the 
fs veh God, stripped him of his authority. Passing over many iinnrensen me ep 
eat ay young ype eh : reps. Saul. i Israe! would be transformed into a 
h COM. Was this because David had such natural lead 
Samuel suggests a different perspective: David succeeded because God Gon fim teeth eh 
e 


i 


and because Da 
belongs to God 
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id persistently turned to God for his direction, The best leadership, ultimately, 
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How to Read 1 Samuel 
ot the stories of 1 Samuel—David and Goliath, for instance—are justly famous as great 


idyentures. But you should read for more than excitement. Look for insipats into the character 


required for leadership. Samuel and David were great leaders. Saul, on tl 


miserable failure. 


e other hand, was a — 


These men led Israei during a crucial, bloody period. Israel had been dominated by a foreign 
power and, partly because of this, was changing its government to a monarchy. This chai in 


governmental institutions, along with tribal tensions, form the background for the book, 


good 


commentary can help explain this, but you can get much of it for yourself by asking, as you read, 
three questions: What are the most important national problems Nahi Israel? What kind of 


leadership is needed? How do these three leaders (and numerous smal 


these needs? 


PLANS FOR READING 1 SAMUEL 


PLAN 1: An Overview of 1 Samuel in 4 Days 


ler figures) respond to. 


C) Day 7. Read the Introduction to 1 Samuel and chapter 3, God's call of Samuel 


when he was very young. 


O Day 2. Read chapter 16 to see how God chose David, and why. 
C Day 3. Read chapter 17 for the exciting story of David's victory over Goliath, noting 


the qualities David showed. 


C) Day 4. Read chapter 20 for a glimpse of a model friendship between David and 


1000110720130 40 15D 16 
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Jonathan. 

PLAN 2: All of 1 Samuel in 31 Days 
0O102030405s06070809 
0170 180 909 206210 22 
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The Birth of Samuel 


There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a 
Zuphite* from the hill country of Ephraim, 
whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son 
of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an 
Ephraimite. 2He had two wives; one was called 
Hannah and the other Peninnah. Peninnah had 
children, but Hannah had none. 
3Year after year this man went up from his town 
to worship and sacrifice to the Lorp Almighty at 
Shiloh, where Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons 
of Eli, were priests of the Lorp. (Whenever the day 
came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he would give por- 
tions of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her 
sons and daughters. 5But to Hannah he gave a 
double portion because he loved her, and the Lorp 
had closed her womb. 6And because the Lorp had 
closed her womb, her rival kept provoking her in 
order to irritate her. 7This went on year after year. 
Whenever Hannah went up to the house of the 
Lorp, her rival provoked her till she wept and 
would not eat. 8Elkanah her husband would say to 
her, “Hannah, why are you weeping? Why don’t 


*1 Or from Ramathaim Zuphim °9 That is, tabernacle 


you eat? Why are you downhearted? Don’t | mean 
more to you than ten sons?” ‘ 

9Once when they had finished eating and drink- 
ing in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now Eli the priest 
was sitting on a chair by the doorpost of the Lorp’s 
temple.’ !0In bitterness of soul Hannah wept _ 
much and prayed to the Lorp. 1!And she made a 
vow, saying, “‘O Lorp Almighty, if you will only 
look upon your servant's misery and remember 
me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, 
then I will give him to the Lorp for all the days of 
his life, and no razor will ever be used on his 
head.” 

12As she kept on praying to the Lorp, Eli ob- 
served her mouth. 13Hannah was praying in her 
heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was 
not heard. Eli thought she was drunk ‘and said to 
her, “How long will you keep on getting drunk? 
Get rid of your wine.” 

15Not so, my lord,’ Hannah , “lama 
woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been 
drinking wine or beer; | was pouring out my soul 
to the Lorp. !¢Do not take your servant for a 
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wicked woman; I have been praying here out of 


reat anguish and grief.” 
Eh answered, “Go in peace, and may the God 


of Israel grant you what you have asked of him. 
18She said, “May your servant find favor in n youre 
eyes.”’ Then she went her yay and ae some! 1g, 
r face was no longer downcast. 
*SEay the next morning they arose and wor- 
shiped before the Lorp and then went back to their 
home at Ramah. Elkanah lay with Hannah his 
wife, and the Lorp remembered her. 20So in the 
course of time Hannah conceived and gave birth to 
ason. She named him Samuel,* saying, “Because 
asked the Lorp for him.” 


Hannah Dedicates Samuel 
21When the man Elkanah went up with all his 
family to offer the annual sacrifice to the Lorp and 
to fulfill his vow, 22Hannah did not go. She said to 
her husband, “After the boy is weaned, I will take 
him and present him before the Lorn, and he will 
live there always.”” 
23"Do what seems best to you,” Elkanah her 
husband told her. “Stay here until you have 
weaned him; only may the Lorp make good his? 
word.” So the woman stayed at home and nursed 
her son until she had weaned him. 
24After he was weaned, she took the boy with 
her, young as he was, along with a three-year-old 
bull,“ an ephahd of flour and a skin of wine, and 
brought him to the house of the Lorp at Shiloh, 
2When they had slaughtered the bull, they 
brought the boy to Eli, and she said to him, “As 
surely as you live, my lord, | am the woman who 
stood here beside you praying to the Lorp. 271 
prayed for this child, and the Lorp has granted me 
what I asked of him. 28So now I give him to the 
Lor. For his whole life he will be given over to the 
Lorp.” And he worshiped the Lorp there. 


Hannah’s Prayer 

2 Then Hannah prayed and said: 
“My heart rejoices in the Lorp; 
in the Lorp my horn¢ is lifted high. 


My mouth boasts over my enemies, 
for I delight in your deliverance. 


2“There is no one holy? like the Lorp; 
there is no one besides you; 
there is no Rock like our God. 


3Do not keep talking so Proudly 

or let your mouth speak such arrogance, 
for the Loxp is a God who knows, 

and by him deeds are Weighed. 


4’The bows of the warriors are broken, 
but those who stumbled are armed with 
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but she who has had many sons pines away. 
The Lorp brings death and makes alive; 


he brings down to the graves and raises UP» 


7The Lorp sends poverty and wealth; 
he humbles and he grey Z 
8He raises the poor from the dus: f 
and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 
he seats them with princes 
and has them inherit a throne of honor, 
“For the foundations of the earth are the 
Lorp’s; 
upon them he has set the world. 
9He will guard the feet of his saints, . 
but the wicked will be silenced in darkness. 


“It is not by strength that one prevails; 
10 those who oppose the Lorp will be i3 
shattered. Racer ai9 
He will thunder against them from heaven; 
the Lorp will judge the ends of the earth. 


“He will give strength to his king 
and exalt the horn of his anointed.” 

UThen Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the 
boy ministered before the Lorp under Eli the 
priest. 

Eli's Wicked Sons 

Eli's sons were wicked men; they had no re- 
gard for the Lorp. 13Now it was the practice of the 
priests with the people that whenever anyone of- 
fered a sacrifice and while the meat was being 
boiled, the servant of the priest would come with a 
three-pronged fork in his hand. 4He would 
plunge it into the pan or kettle or caldron or pot, 
and the priest would take for himself whatever the 
fork brought up. This is how they treated all the 
Israelites who came to Shiloh. I5But even before 
the fat was burned, the servant of the Priest would ~ 
come and say to the man who was sacri 
“Give the priest some meat to roast; he won't ac- 
cept boiled meat from you, but only raw.” é 

ef the man said to him, “Let the fat be burned 
up first, and then take whatever you want,” the 
Servant would then answer, “No, hand it over 
now; if you don’t, I'll take it by force.” 

VThis sin of the young men was very great in 
the Lorp’s sight, for they were treating the 
Lorp‘s Offering with contempt. 

18But Samuel was ministering before the Lorp— 
a boy wearing a linen year his 
mother made him a little robe and took it to him 


wife, saying, “May the Lorp give you children 
this woman to take the place ofthe one she prayer 


strength would 
5Those spa wer full hire themselves out for io thal ergo oe ; 
but those wiko were hungry hunger no piers on Pi pa 
She who was barren has borne seven children, 2Now Eli foes Loi ae 
eh props Sharh oe for heard of God $23 : Dead Sea <iacasiaeteete = 
Meier eis ae a ete ec 
17 Or men 4 


evervihiig bie cone were doing to all terwel and 
how they alopr with the wornen whe peeved at he 
entrance to the Pent ot Meeting, (0 he sald to 
them, Why de you do adel things?) hear from all 
the people about these wicked deede of yours, 
) He enol good report Hat | hear 
"| woanong the Lono'e people, “6 a man 
sine againet another man, Godt may mediate for 
hin but Ca man sing againet the Lown, whe will 
intercede for hin? Hin sone, however, did neat 
Hieten to their father's rebuke, for twas the Lowe 
will to pul them to death: 

*#And the boy Samuel continued to grow In otal 
ure and in favor with the Low and with men 


Prophecy Againat the House of Eli 


+”Now a man of God came to Ell and said to him, 

“Thin is what the Lonp saya) ‘Did 1 not clearly 
reveal myself to your father’s house when they 
were in Egypt under Pharaoh? 7 chose your fa 
ther out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to 
40 up to my altar, to burn incense, and to wear an 
ephod in my presence. | also gave your father’s 
house all the offerings made with fire by the lerael- 
ites. “Why do you! seorn my sacrifice and offer: 
ing that I prescribed for my dwelling? Why do you 
honor your sons more than me by fattening your- 
selves,on the choice parts of every offering made 
by my people Israel?’ 

”’ Therefore the Lonp, the God of Israel, de- 
clares: ‘I promised that your house and your fa- 
ther’s house would minister before me forever.’ 
But now the Lorp declares: ‘Par be it from me! 
Those who honor me J will honor, but those who 
despise me will be disdained. 3!The time is coming 
when I will cut short your strength and the 
strength of your father’s house, so that there will 
not be an old man in your family line 2and you 
will see distress in my dwelling. Although good 
will be done to Israel, in your family line there will 
never be an old man. Every one of you that I do 
not cut off from my altar will be spared only to 
blind your eyes with tears and to grieve your heart, 

and all your descendants will die in the prime of 
life. 

And what happens to your two sons, Hoph- 
ni and Phinehas, will be a sign to you—they will 
both die on the same day. 351 will raise up for 
myself a faithful priest, who will do according to 


2:25 Predestination 

Eli’s sons disobeyed, the Bible says, because God 
wanted to put them to death. Does this mean God 
took away their free choice? To Old Testament 
writers this “contradiction” seemed less troubling 
than to us. To them every event occurred only 
because, ultimately, let it. Within his overall 
control people acted freely. In this case, Eli’s sons 
were free to obey or disobey. The author wants us 
to know, however, that their disobedience was not 
beyond God’s power: he planned to judge their 
evil activities. 


#25 Or the judges *29 The Hebrew is plural. 
tradition and Septuagint sons blesphemed God 


“3 That is, tabermacie (413 Masoretic Text: an ancient Hebrew scribal 
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POLE The to mre grieetly office #0 1 Gate 
food to eat / 


The Lown Calle Garmuel 
3 The Mey! Sarid minhered betore 
under UN). In thon days the word of 
wan rare; there were not many Vimune, 

ZOE night i, Whose eyes Were becomming, 
weak that he could barely sew, Wan lying, down 
his usual place, The lacip A God had non yet 
out, and Garnuel was byhny down in te 
the Loup, where the atk of God was. Then the 
Lown called Garmudl, / 

Samuel anowered, “Were Lam.” *hnd he tan to 
EN and said, “Here Sam; you called me.” 

But EN said, 1 did not call; yo back and Te 
down,” So he went and lay down, 

“Again the Loup called, “Sarmuelt’ And Garmue 
got up and went to Bil and said, “Here 3 amy, you 
called me.” 

“My son,” Eli aid, “I did nor call; go back and — 
lie down,” 

7Now Samuel did not yet know the Lous: The 
Word Of the LOK Sat Ret 6s Pee meeemanae 

im, 

*The Loup called Samuel a third time, and Sam- 
uel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here t am; 
you called me.” 

Then Eli realized that the Loup was calling the 
boy, %S0 Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if 
he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Loxo, for your servantis 
listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his 


place, ? 

The Lorn came and stood there, calling as at 
the other times, “Samuel! Samuel” 

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is 
listening.” 

‘And the Loxo said to Samuel: “See, lam about 
to do something in Israel that will make the ears of 
ee of it tingle. 2At that time] will 
carry out against Eli everything | spoke against his 
family—from beginning to end. For | told him 
that I would judge his family forever because of the 
sin he knew about; his sons made themselves 
temptible,4 and he failed to restrain them 
Therefore, | swore to the house of Eli, The guilt 
Of Eli's house will never be atoned for by sacrifice 
or offering.’ ”’ = a 

Samuel lay down until ss 


morning and then 


the 
he 


opened the doors of the house of the Loxp. He was 

afraid to tell Eli the vision, but Eli called him and 

said, “Samuel, my son.” 
Samuel answered, “Here 1am.” 
Whines | dat a fe 

not hide it from me. May God deal with you, bei 

ever so severely, if you hide from me a 

Loxp; let him do what is good in his eyes.” 
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daughternin-law, 
m t Shiloh. and they was pregnant and near the time of delivery. When. 
che cowenant of the LorD 


she was dying, the women attending her said, 
“Don’t despair; you have given birth to a son.” But 


tased sach 2 great shout that 
— she dad not respond or pay any attention. 
the uproar, the Phalis- 

as shouting in the He- 2She named the boy Ichabod, saying, “The 


the ack of the Lozp had 
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israel moved to Gath." So they moved the ark of 


the God of Israel J 
But after they had moved it, the Lorv’s hand 


was against that city, throwingitintoa great panic. 
He afflicted the people of the city, both young and 
old, with an outbreak of tumors. 10So they sent 
the ark of God to Ekron. 

‘As the ark of God was entering Ekron, the 
of Ekron cried out, “They have brought the 
the god of Israel around to us to kill us and 
our people.” 1!So they called together all the rulers 
ot the Philistines and said, “Send the ark of the 
god of Israel away; let it go back to its own place, or 
it will kill us and our people.” For death had 
filled the city with panic; God’s hand was very 
heavy upon it. !2Those who did not die were af- 
flicted with tumors, and the outcry of the city went 
up to heaven 


The Ark Returned to Israel 


6 When the ark of the Lorp had been in Philis- 

tine territory seven months, 2the Philistines 
called for the priests and the diviners and said, 
“What shall we do with the ark of the Lorp? Tell us 
how we should send it back to its place.” 

3They answered, “If you return the ark of the 

god of Israel, do not send it away empty, but by all 
means send a guilt offering to him. Then you will 
be healed, and you will know why his hand has 
not been lifted from you.” 

4The Philistines asked, “What guilt offering 
should we send to him?” 

They replied, “Five gold tumors and five gold 
rats, according to the number of the Philistine rul- 
ers, because the same plague has struck both you 
and your rulers. 5SMake models of the tumors and 
of the rats that are destroying the country, and pay 
honor to Israel's god. Perhaps he will lift his hand 
from you and your gods and your land. (Why do 
you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and Phar- 
aoh did? When he treated them harshly, did they 
not send the Israelites out so they could go on their 

way? 

7’Now then, get a new cart ready, with two 
cows that have calved and have never been yoked. 
Hitch the cows to the cart, but take their calves 
away and pen them up. §Take the ark of the Lorp 
and put it on the cart, and in a chest beside it put 


6:5 Magic 

The Philistine strategy shows traditional thinking, 
still common in occult or voodoo rites. By sending 
golden models of the tumors and rats out of the 
country, the Philistines hoped to send the originals 
out of the country too. This is similar to the 
voodoo practice of sticking pins into wax models 
of your enemies and putting a curse on them. 

The Israelites, instead of looking for a curse, 
appealed to the overwhelming power of a personal 
God, who could not be manipulated with voodoo 
or curses. 


*9 Or with tumors in the groin (see Septuagint) °11 Crhe 


manuscripts and Septuagint 50,070 


“6 That is, God 
Septuagint); most Hebrew manuscripts villages as far as Greater Abel, where 
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the gold objects you are sending back to him as a 
guilt offering, Send it on its way, but keep watch- 
ing it. If it goes up to its own territory, toward Beth 
Shemesh, then the Lorp has brought this great 
disaster on us. But if it does not, then we will know 
that it was not his hand that struck us and that it 
happened to us by chance.” 

10So they did this. They took two such cows and 
hitched them to the cart and penned up their 
calves. |! They placed-the ark of the Lorp on the 
cart and along with it the chest containing the gold 
rats and the models of the tumors. !2Then the cows 
went straight up toward Beth Shemesh, keeping 
on the road and lowing all the way; they did not 
turn to the right or to the left. The rulers of the 
Philistines followed them as far as the border of 
Beth Shemesh. / 

13Now the people of Beth Shemesh were har- 
vesting their wheat in the valley, and when they 
looked up and saw the ark, they at the 
sight. The cart came to the field of Joshua of Beth 
Shemesh, and there it stopped beside a large rock. 
The people chopped up the wood of the cart and 
sacrificed the cows as a burnt offering to the Lorp. 
i5The Levites took down the ark of the Lorp, to- 
gether with the chest containing the gold objects, 
and placed them on the large rock. On that day the 
people of Beth Shemesh offered burnt offerings 
and made sacrifices to the Lorn. 1¢The five rulers 
of the Philistines saw all this and then returned 
that same day to Ekron. 

17These are the gold tumors the Philistines sent 
as a guilt offering to the Logp—one each for Ash- 
dod, Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath and Ekron. 18And the 
number of the gold rats wes according to the num- 
ber of Philistine towns belonging to the five rulers 
—the fortified towns with their country villages. 
The large rock, on which¢ they set the ark of the 
Lorp, is a witness to this day in the field of Joshua 
of Beth Shemesh. 

19But God struck down some of the men of Beth 
Shemesh, putting seventye of them to death be- 
cause they had looked into the ark of the Lorp. 
The people mourned because of the heavy blow 
the Lorp had dealt them, 20and the men of Beth 
Shemesh asked, “Who can stand in the presence 
of the Lorp, this holy God? To whom will the ark 
go up from here?”’ Ly 

2IThen they sent messengers to the people:ot 
Kiriath Jearim, saying, ‘The Philistines have re- 
turned the ark of the Lorp. Come down and take it 
We up to your place.’ 1So the men of Kiriath Jearim 

came and took up the ark of the Lorp. They 

took it to Abinadab’s house on the hill and conse- 
crated Eleazar his son to guard the ark of the Lorp. 


Samuel Subdues the Philistines at Mizpah 


2It was a long time, twenty years in all, that the 
ark remained at Kiriath Jearim, and all the people 
of Israel mourned and sought after the Lorp. 3And 
Samuel said to the whole house of Israel, “If you 
are returning to the Lorp with all your hearts, then 
rid yourselves of the foreign gods and the Ash- 


418 A few Hebrew manuscripts (see also 
*19 A few Hebrew manuscripts; most Hebrew 
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The First King 


Every other nation had one—why not Israel? 
't both you and the king who reigns over you follow the Lorp 


your God—good! But if you do not obey 
his hand will be against you, 12:14-15 


the Loo, 

T 12 tribes of Israel were a nation in name only. They had no central government at all. Since 
conquering Palestine, they had worked together only during emergencies, when inspired 

judges"—military heroes like Gideon, Deborah, and Samson—came forward to lead them into 


battle. 
: first, he provided central government; > his 

i of leadership every time its 

ing (8:4-5). 


all the other nations 


The King Was a Servant 
Yet God gave in to their request, bad motives and all. He not only allowed the Israelites a king, 
he picked out their man. He accepted the monarchy on condition that Israel still consider the Lord 


5 its ultimate ruler (12:14). 
Apparently, Israel's king didn’t answer to a parliament or court system, but he did answer to 

¢ saat In short order the first king, Saul, was rejected because he disobeyed God. God rebuked 
i ions’ kings held absolute Power. In Israel only God 


i 
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there is a man of God; he is highly respected, and 
everything he says comes true Let's go there now 
Perhaps he will tell us what way to take. 

’Gaul said to his servant, “If we go, what can we 
give the man? The food in our sacks is gone We 
have no gift to take to the man of God What do we 
have?” 5 

‘The servant answered him again. “Look,” he 
said, “I have a quarter of a shekel* of silver. 1 will 
give it to the man of God so that he will tell us what 
way to take.” (Formerly in Israel, if a man went to 
inquire of God, he would say, “Come, let us go to 
the seer,” because the prophet of today used to be 
called a seer.) 

10”'Good,”” Saul said to his servant. “Come, let's 
go.” So they set out for the town where the man of 
God was. 

As they were going up the hill to the town, 
'y met some girls coming out to draw water, and 
sked them, “Is the seer here?” 

He is,” they answered. “He's ahead of you. 

Hurry now; he has just come to our town today, 
for the people have a sacrifice at the high place. 

3As soon as you enter the town, you will find him 
before he goes up to the high place to eat. The 
people will not begin eating until he comes, be- 
cause he must bless the sacrifice; afterward, those 
who are invited will eat. Go up now; you should 
find him about this time.” 

sThey went up to the town, and as they were 
entering it, there was Samuel, coming toward 
em on his way up to the high place. 
5Now the day before Saul came, the Lop had 
revealed this to Samuel: 16""About this time tomor- 


ver my people from the hand of the Philis- 
ve looked upon my people, for their cry 
reached me ‘ 
When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the Lorp 
> him, “This is the man I spoke to you about; 
overn my people 
“Saul approached Samugl in the gateway and 
W ould you please tell me where the seer’s 
house is 
* Lam the seer,” Samuel rephed. “Go up ahead 
¢ high place, for today you are to eat 
in the morning | will let you go and 
Ou all that is in your heart. As for the 
ys you lost three days ago, do not worry 
them; they have been found. And to whom 


asked 


9:3 A Donkey Hunt 
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the town, Samuel talked with Saul on the roof of 


his house. They rose about and 
called to Saul on the root, “Get ready, and | will 


to Saul, “Tell the servant to go on ahead of us”— 
so that | may give you a message from God.” 
10 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it 

on Saul’s head and kissed him, saying, 
“Has not the Loxp anointed you leader over his 
inheritance?* 2When you leave me today, will 
met two men near Rachel's tomb, at on the 
border of Benjamin. They will say to you, The 
donkeys you set out to look for have 


“What shall I do about my 
>*Then you will 
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prophesy with them; and you will be changed into 
a different person. 7Once these signs are fulfilled, 
do whatever your hand finds to do, for God is with 
you. P 

8“Go down ahead of me to Gilgal. | will surely 
come down to you to sacrifice burnt offerings and 
fellowship offerings,“ but you must wait seven 
days until | come to you and tell you what you are 
todo 


Saul Made King 


°As Saul turned to leave Samuel, God changed 
Saul’s heart, and all these signs were fulfilled that 
day. !0When they arrived at Gibeah, a procession 
»t prophets met him; the Spirit of God came upon 
him in power, and he joined in their prophesying. 
1When all those who had formerly known him 
saw him prophesying with the prophets, they 
asked each other, ‘What is this that has happened 
to the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the proph- 
ets?” 

124 man who lived there answered, “And who 
is their father?” So it became a saying: “Is Saul also 
among the prophets?” 13After Saul stopped 
prophesying, he went to the high place. 

14Now Saul’s uncle asked him and his servant, 
“Where have you been?” 

“Looking for the donkeys,” he said. ‘‘But when 
we saw they were not to be found, we went to 
Samuel.’ 

15Saul’s uncle said, “Tell me what Samuel said 
to you.” 

i6Saul replied, “He assured us that the donkeys 
had been found.” But he did not tell his uncle what 
Samuel had said about the kingship 

!7Samuel summoned the people of Israel to the 
Lorp at Mizpah 18and said to them, “This is what 

the Lorp, the God of Israel, says: ‘I brought Israel 
up out of Egypt, and I delivered you from the 
power of Egypt and all the kingdoms that op- 
pressed you.’ 19But you have now rejected your 
God, who saves you out of all your calamities and 
distresses. And you have said, ‘No, set a king over 
us.’ So now present yourselves before the Lorp by 
your tribes and clans.” 
20When_Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel 
near, the tribe of Benjamin was chosen, 2!Then he 
brought forward the tribe of Benjamin, clan by 
clan, and Matri’s clan was chosen. Finally Saul son 
of Kish was chosen. But when they looked for him, 
he was not to be found. 22So they inquired further 
of the Lorp, “Has the man come here yet?” 
And the Lorp said, “Yes, he has hidden himself 
among the baggage.” 
23They ran and brought him out, andas he stood 
among the people he was a head taller than any of 
the others. 24Samuel said to all the people, “Do 
you see the man the Lorp has chosen? There is no 
one like him among all the people.” : 
Then the people shouted, “Long live the king! 
25Samuel explained to the people the regula- 
tions of the kingship. He wrote them down ona 
scroll and deposited it before the Lop. Then Sam- 
uel dismissed the people, each to his own home. 


48,15 Traditionally peace offerings 
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26Saul also went to his home in Gibeah, accom- 
panied by valiant men whose hearts God had 
touched. ?7But some troublemakers said, “How 
can this fellow save us?” They despised him and 
brought him no gifts. But Saul kept silent. 


Saul Rescues the City of Jabesh 


11 Nahash the Ammonite went up and be- 
sieged Jabesh Gilead. And all the men of 
Jabesh said to him, “Make a treaty with us, and we 
will be subject to you.” 

2But Nahash the Ammonite replied, “I will 
make a treaty with you only on the condition thatI 
gouge out the right eye of every one of you and so 
bring disgrace on all Israel.” 

3The elders of Jabesh said to. him, “Give us 
seven days so we can send messengers through- 
out Isiael; if no one comes to rescue us, we will 
surrender to you.” 

4When the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul 
and reported these terms to the people, they all 
wept aloud. 5Just then Saul was returning from the 
fields, behind his oxen, and he asked, “What is 
wrong with the people? Why are they weeping?” 
Then they repeated to him what the men of Jabes! 
had said. 7 

6When Saul heard their words, the Spirit of God 
came upon him in power, and he burned with 
anger. 7He took a pair of oxen, cut them into 
pieces,~and sent the pieces by messengers 
throughout Israel, proclaiming, “This is what will 
be done to the oxen of anyone who does not follow 
Saul and Samuel.” Then the terror of the Lorp fell 
on the people, and they turned out as one man. 
8When Saul mustered them at Bezek, the men of 
Israel numbered three hundred thousand and the 
men of Judah thirty thousand. \ 

9They told the messengers who had come, “Say 
to the men of Jabesh Gilead, ‘By the time the sun is 
hot tomorrow, you will be delivered.’ ’’ When the © 
messengers went and reported this to the men of 
Jabesh, they were elated, \They said to the Am- 
monites, “Tomorrow we will surrender to you, 
and you can do to us whatever seems good to 
you.” 

The next day Saul separated his men into three 
divisions; during the last watch of the night they 
broke into the camp of the Ammonites and slaugh- 
tered them until the heat of the day. Those who 
survived were scattered, so that no two of them 
were left together. 


Saul Confirmed as King 


12The people then said to Samuél, “Who was it 
that asked, ‘Shall Saul reign over us?’ Bring these 
men to us and we will put them to death.” 

13But Saul said, “No one shall be put to death 
today, for this day the Lorp has rescued Israel.’” 

MThen Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us 
go to Gilgal and there reaffirm the kingship.” 5So 
all the people went to Gilgal and confirmed Saul as 
king in the presence of the Lorp. There they sacri- 
ficed fellowship offerings’ befcre the Lorp, and 
Saul and all the Israelites held a great celebration. 
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with Jonathan at Gibeah in Benjamin. The rest 


the men he sent back to their homes. “a 
3Jonathan attacked the Philistine at 
Geba, and the Philistines heard about it. Then Saul 
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Hi’ What have you done?” asked Samuel. 
Saul replied, “When | saw that the men were 
scattering, and that you cid not come at the set 
nme, and that the Philistines were assembling at 
MGcmash, 12] th Now the Philistines will 
me at Gilgal, and I have not 
tavor.’ So I felt compelled to 
ering 
ed foolishly,” Samuel said. “You 
Kept the command the Lorp your God 
¢ you; if you had, he would have established 
kingdom over Israel for all time. But now 
Kingdom will not endure; the Lorp has 
ught out 2 man after his own heart and ap- 
P ted him leader of his people, because you 
have not kept the Lorp’s command.” 
Samuel left Gilgak and went up to Gibe- 
at Benjamin, and Saul counted the men who 
were with him. They numbered about six hun- 


dred 


come down 2 


Israel Without Weapons 


*Saul and his son Jonathan and the men with 
them were staying in Gibeah* in Benjamin, while 
the Philistines camped at Micmash. !7Raiding 
parties went out from the Philistine camp in three 
detachments. One turned toward Ophrah in the 
vicinity of Shual, Sanother toward Beth Horon, 
and the third toward the borderland overlooking 
the Valley of Zeboim facing the desert. 

1SNot a blacksmith could be found in the whole 
land of Israel, because the Philistines had said, 
Otherwise the Hebrews will make swords or 
spears!” 20So all Israel went down to the Philistines 
to have their plowshares, mattocks, axes and sick- 
les: sharpened. 2!The price was two thirds of a 
shekel for sharpening plowshares and mattocks, 
and a third of a shekele for sharpening forks and 
axes and for repointing goads. 
2So on the day of the battle not a soldier with 
Saul and Jonathan had a sword or spear in his 
hand; onty Saul and his son Jonathan had them. 


Jonathan Attacks the Philistines 


23Now a detachment of Philistines had gone out 
14 to the pass at Micmash. !One day Jonathan 
son of Saul said to the young man bearing 

his armor, “Come, let’s go over to the Philistine 


13:19 Military Dominance 

Samuel's leadership had kept the Philistines from 
occupying Israel (see 7:13). However, nobody 
could question the Philistines’ military dominance. 
They had outposts in several central Israelite towns 
(10:5; 13:3) and, most important, kept a monopoly 
on iron weapons by outlawing local blacksmiths. 
Only the royal family of Israel possessed a sword 
or a spear (verse 22), presumably weapons that 
had been smuggled in and hidden. 
——— 


1 SAMUEL 14:19 
outpost on the other side." Bat he did nat tell his 
father. 


Saul was staying on the outskirts of Gibeah 
under a pomegranate tree in Migron, With him 
Were about six hundred men, Jamong whom was 
Ahijah, who was wearing an ephod. He was a son 
of Ichabod's brother Ahitub son of Phinehas, the 
son of Eli, the Lorp’s priest in Shiloh. No one was 
aware that Jonathan had left, 

4On each side of the pass that Jonathan intended 
to cross to reach the Philistine outpost was a cliff; 
one was called Bozez, and the other Seneh. SOne 
cliff stood to the north toward Micmash, the other 
to the south toward Geba, 

‘Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, 
“Come, let's go over to the outpost of those uncir- 
cumcised fellows. Perhaps the Loro will act in our 
behalf. Nothing can hinder the Lorn from saving, 
whether by many or by few.” 

*"Do all that you have in mind,” his armor- 
bearer said. ‘Go ahead; | am with you heart an 
soul.” * 

SJonathan said, “Come, then; we will cross over 
toward the men and let them see us. °If they say to 
us, ‘Wait there until we come to you,’ we will stay 
where we are and not go up to them. !But if they 
say, ‘Come up to us,’ we will climb up, because 

that will be our sign that the Lorp has given them 
into our hands.” 

NSo both of them showed themselves to the 
Philistine outpost. “Look!” said the Philistines. 
“The Hebrews are crawling out of the holes they 
were hiding in.” !2The men of the outpost shouted 
to Jonathan and his armor-bearer, “Come up to us 
and we'll teach you a lesson.” 

So Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, “Climb up 
after me; the Lorp has given them into the hand of 
Israel.” 

13Jonathan climbed up, using his hands and 
feet, with his armor-bearer right behind him. The 
Philistines fell before Jonathan, and his armor- 
bearer followed and killed behind him. In that 
first attack Jonathan and his armor-bearer killed 
some twenty men in an area of about half an acre f 


Israel Routs the Philistines 


15Then panic struck the whole army—those in 
the camp and field, and those in the outposts and 
raiding parties—and the ground shook. It was a 
panic sent by God.s 

16Saul's lookouts at Gibeah of Benjamin saw the — 
army melting away in all directions. !17Then Saul 
said to the men who were with him, ‘Muster the 
forces and see who has left us." When they did, it 
was Jonathan and his armor-bearer who were not 
there. 

18Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring the ark of God.”” 
(At that time it was with the Israelites.)’ 19While 
Saul was talking to the priest, the tumult in the 
Philistine camp increased more and more. So Saul 
said to the priest, “Withdraw your hand.” » 


«15 Hebrew; Septuagint Gilgal and went his way; the rest of the people went after Saul to meet the army, and they went out of Gilgal 


*16 Two Hebrew manuscripts; most Hebrew manuscripts Gets, a variant of Gibeah 
¢21 That is, about 1/8 ounce (about 4 grams) 


415 Or a terrible panic 


#2] Hebrew pim; that is, about 1/4 ounce (about 8 grams) 
2 “yoke” was the land plowed by a yoke of axen in one day. 
(At that time he wore the ephod before the Israelites.) 


20 Seuueeins Hetrey pone nae 
TUE Haire, Septugion "ng te ead 


1 SAMUEL 14:20 2 
men assembled and went 
4 the Philistines in total 
other with their swords. 
ne Hebrews who had previously been with 
Philistines and had gone up with them to their 
vr to the Israelites who were with 
n. ZWhen all the leraetites who 
the hill country of Ephraim heard 
ines were on the run, they joi 
hot pursuit. 250 the Loup 5 

ei that day, and the battle moved on beyond 


i 
Beth Aven 


2 Then Saul and all his 
battle. They fours 
_ striking each 


np went 


Jonathan Eats Honey 
b n of Israel were in distress that 
had bound the people under an 
‘Cursed be any man who eats food 
before | have avenged my- 
So none of the troops tasted 


UNow © 


meric 


re army entered the woods, and rave done. 
n the ground. #When they went So Jonathan told him, “I merely tasted a little ’ 
hey saw the honey oozing out, honey staff. And now must + 
hand to his mouth, becausethey die?” wits ie ene t Md 
But Jonathan had not heard that ‘Saul said, “May God deal with it ever 
pound the people with the oath, so 5 mere | 
ut the end of the staff that was in his” @But the men said to Saul, “Should Jonathan 
ipped it into the honeycomb, He raised dig he ‘about deliver- t 
huis mouth, and his eyes brightened.” ance in Pale hairy pai 2 nog ye 
the soldiers told firs, “Your lathes’ ora ¢eanaeee st eens 
army under a strict oath, saying, did this today with God’s help.” So paca! i 
ho eats food today” That is cued Jonathan, and he ies not put death, of 
rg y 


ly father has made trouble 
ow my eyes brightened« 
¢ of this honey. How much 


47After Saul had assumed rule over Israel, he 
Moab, 
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ish the Amalekites for what they didtoleraelwhen — dren and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and 
they waylaid them an they came Up from Fiaypt donkeys.’ 
Wow go, attack the Amalekites and totally de 480 Saul summoned the men and mustered 
wtray# everything that be Jonge to them, Do not them at Telaint==-two hundred thousand foot sol 
Apare them, pul to death men and women, chile — diers and ten thousand men from Judah. ‘Saul 
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Why Saul Was Rejected 


A leader who failed under pressure 


Because you have rejected the word of the Loxp, he has rejected you as king.” 15:23 
for him. Tall and handsome, he struck people with his appearance. 
‘of Israel, Soon after he was secretly anointed, —~ 


aul had everything goin, 
cted his entire personality, 


God chose him as the first king in the history 
God’s Spirit came on him—an encounter with God that affe ry. 
Almost immediately Saul led a successful rescue operation, saving the pecele of a besieged city 


from mutilation. He was then publicly crowned king, even though he himself did no politicking 
for the office. (In fact, he hid during the selection.) He wisely refrained from allowing, his 
opponents to be punislieey Instead, he united all 12 tribes behind him, even though he himself 
came from a small, minority tribe, 

Saul chose the best young men to serve in his army, One of them, David, was not only a skilled 
eneral, but also a loyal follower who would never oppose Saul—even when he had spon reason. 
Yavid married Saul’s daughter, and Saul’s oldest son, Fanativan became David's best friend. This 

should have cemented an alliance, sealing Saul’s success. 


Deterioration under Pressure 

Yet Saul’s life went tragically wrong. The 
not long after he became king. While repay 
impatient. Samuel, scheduled to lead in the 
late, Saul’s men began to desert, and Saul deci 
make the religious sacrifices that Samuel, as pr 
arrived, He blasted Saul (13:13-14). Saul’s hastiness, insi nificant though it may seem, showed an 
inner weakness: his willingness to compromise God's directions under pressure. 

won miraculously. But in the victory Saul acted 


The battle came soon afterwards, and Israel 
lecisive, sometimes rash. He could not decide to attack, Then he made a_boastful 
allowing the Philistines to escape. 


first sign of trouble, as 1 Samuel tells the story, came 
ing fora campaign against the Philistines, Saul grew 
proper spiritual preparation for battle, was seven days 

ied he could wait no lonpels He himself began to 
jest, was supposed to make. Just then Samuel 


sometimes ind 
vow that disrupted the Israelite army, 


Attempted Murder 
Sometime later Saul compromised again in a high-pressure situation, not following the precise 
instructions God had given for a military campaign (15:3). Again, Samuel caught him in the act. 
. Samuel’s words must have rung in Saul’s head 


This time he accused Saul of rebelling against God 
the rest of his life: “Because you have rejected the word of the Loro, he has rejected you as king” 


(15:23). 

Without God’s and Samuel’s support, Saul lost his sense of confidence. An evil spirit began to 
torment him. Instead of building an alliance with David, Saul drove David away, canting him to. 
run for his life in the desert. Eventually fear reduced Saul to a quivering, etpless jellyfish, 


incapable of leadership. In that condition he and his army lost a historic battle to the Philistines, 
allowing them to regain control. In the battle, both Saul and Jonathan were killed. 


Why Saul Failed 
The book of 1 Samuel doesn’t paveheauaee Saul; it merely reports what happened, The facts 


do point to a moral, though. Sau had begun with all the opportunity in the worl ld. He only 
lacked, it seems, a strane compulsion to obey God no matter what. Under pressure he bent the 
in| 


rules. He lost God’s backing. He Rew fearful, rash, and jealous. 

Saul’s poor leadership left Israel worse off than at the beginning. The Mibpgsom David inherited 
from Saul was again under Philistine military domination, and it was divided between north and 
south. Saul shows the unique tragedy of a poor leader. He fails not just himself, Inevitably he 


drags others down with him. 
Life Questions: When you are put in the role of leader, how do you respond to pressure? Are Saul’s 


weaknesses your weaknesses? 


1 SAMUEL 15:6 
city of Amalek 


vent to the : 
ht 6Then he said to 


the ravine 


you aloni on the Od 
all the Israeli desta 
So the Kenites the! the plu! 
7Then Saul ae to the Oat pot W order to 
Havilah to Shur, God, '" ” 
Bae king of the Amalekites ali God at Gila 1 At. 
people he totally de: royed with the nput 54! "i ¢in'burnt 
eruland the army spared Agag and the: Does the LORD elight in burn 
sheep and cattle, the fat calves? and ving the of the Lorn? . 
ev erything that was good Thee eee - Mee me 
ing to destroy completely, bul wbey iS t of rams. 
deaahed ‘and weak they totally destroyed, “file Yo heed is beter aa ine Se ares 
l0Then the word of the Low aan 2BFor rebellion is ae wecuilet try. 
1] am grieved that | have made king, be- and arroganc : oe 
cause he has turned away from me and has not Because you have rej word 
carried out my instructions.” Samuel was trou. LorD, pe, * 7 
bled, and he cried out to the Lorp all ei } he has rejected you as a - ; 
12Early in the morning Samuel got up and went 5 id to Samuel, Gy ve sinned. 
to meet Saul, but he was told, “Saul has gone toy bog pea O eamand and your instruc, ; 
Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his — a i was afraid of the people and so I gave \ 
own honor and has turned and gone on down to — J Dow | beg YOU, forgive and On 
ois _ palliiiback with me, so that I may worship the 10) 
13When Samuel reached him, Saul said, ‘The SeBut Samuel said to him, “I will not go 
Lokp bless you! I have carried out the Lorp’s in= with you. You have the word of the Lor, 
souchoneay With yo\Lono has rejected you as king over Israel 
\4But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of | 27 As Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught heldlet mt 
sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that the hem of his robe, and it tore. 
Thear?” him, “The Lorb has torn the A et taeeel 
\5Saul answered, “The soldiers brought them from you today and has given it to one oe 
from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the gr nei to one better than you, 2He who 4 
sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the Lorp your Gof the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; 
but we totally destroyed the rest.” & for he is not a man, that he should change his 
16’Stop!” Samuel said to Saul. “Let, Ilyou mind.” 
what the Loap ssid to ane Ipakanitcas = 30Saul replied, “I have sinned. But please honor 
me before the elders of my and before Is- 
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people. the Amalekites; make war on them until 
you have wiped them out.’ Why did you not 


—$—$—$_$_$_$_$_$_$_$_$__——— 


15:38 Old Enemies 

The Israelites had first encountered the Amalekites, 
a semi-nomadic group of pitiless raiders, on their 
way out of Egypt. Due to the Amalekites’ 
unprovoked attack, Moses had declared that God 
wanted Amalek wiped out (Exodus 17:8-16; 
Deuteronomy 25:17-19). The hostility continued. 
Typically, he Amalekites would sweep into 
unprotected towns and villages on the of the 
southern desert, killing and looting, taba 
survivors without food. Though Samuel's order to 
Saul is hard to understand, knowing the 
Amalekites’ reputation makes it easier to 
sympathize with. For a more general explanation 
of holy war, see “Is a War Ever Holy?” page 190. 
——— 


rael; come back with me, so that | may worship the 
Lorp your God.” 3!So Samuel went back with 
Saul, and Saul worshiped the Lorp. 

2Then Samuel said, “Bring me Agag king of the 
Amalekites.” 

Agag came to him confidently, thinking, 
“Surely the bitterness of death is past.” 

SsBut Samuel said, 

“As your sword has made women childless, 

so will your mother be childless among 


And Samuel put Agag to death before the Loxp at 


to his home in Gibeah of Saul. 35Until the day 
Samuel died, he did not go to see 


5 


be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of 
Bethlehem. T have chosen one of his sons to be 
king 
But Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul will hear 
about it and kill me 
The Logp said, “Take a heifer with you and say, 
‘Thave come to sacrifice to the Lorp.’ Invite Jesse 
to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. 
You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.” 
4Samuel did what the Lorp said. When he ar- 
rived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trem- 
bled when they met him. They asked, “Do you 
come in peace?” 
5Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; | have come to 
sacrifice to the Lorp. Consecrate yourselves and 
come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he conse- 
crated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrince. 
°When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and 
thought, “Surely the Lorp’s anointed stands here 
before the Lorp.” 
7But the Lorp said to Samuel, “Do not consider 
his appearance or his height, for I have rejected 
t The Lorp does not look at the things man 
looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, 
but the Lorp looks at the heart.” 
SThen Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass 
in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lorp 
chosen this one either.” YJesse then had 
mmah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the 
Lorp chosen this one.”’ 1Jesse had seven of his 
sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, 
The Lorp has not chosen these.” 1!So he asked 
Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered, 
“but he is tending the sheep.” 
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit 
dowr¥ until he arrives.” 
12S0 he sent and had him brought in. He was 
ruddy, with a fine sppeamatiee and handsome fea- 
tures. 
Then the Lorp said, “ ‘Rise and anoint him; he is 
the one. 
13So0 Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed 
him in the presence of his brothers, and from that 
day he Spint of the Lorp came upon David in 
power Samuel then went to Ramah 


David in Saul’s Service 


14Now the Spirit of the Lorp had departed from 
Saul, and an evil? spirit from the Lorp tormented 
him 

1SSaul's attendants said to him, “See, an evil 
spint from God is tormenting you. 'Let our lord 
command his servants here to search for someone 
who can play the harp. He will play when the evil 
spint from God comes upon you, and you will feel 
better. 

©So Saul said to his attendants, “Find someone 
who plays well and bring him to me.” 

8One of the servants answered, “I have seen a 
son of Jesse of Bethlehem who knows how to play 
the harp. He is a brave man and a warrior. He 
IT Some Septuspnt manuscripts; Hebvew mot gather around 
nd 2 sguz (about 3 meters) 
atogans 


*14 Or myunous; also in verses 15, 16 and 23 
#5 That s, about 125 pounds (about 57 kilograms) 
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speaks well and is a fine-looking man. And the: 


"Sithen Saul sent 

sent messer; whit in boca 
“Send me your son David, whe la withthe 

20So Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a 

of wine and x Young’ gost asd ‘sent then Wile 
son David to Saul. 

2David came to Saul and entered his service. 
Saul liked him very much, and David became one 
of his armor-bearers, 2Then Saul sent word to 
Jesse, saying, “Allow David to remain in my ser- 
vice, for Lam pleased with him.” 

Whenever the spirit from God came upon 
Saul, David would take his harp and play. Then 
relief would come to Saul; he would feel better, 
and the evil spirit would leave him, 


David and Goiiath ‘ 


1 Now the Philistines gathered their forces for 
war and assembled at Socoh in Judah. ney 
pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between Socoh 
and Azekah. 2Saul and the Israelites assembled 
and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up 
their battle line to meet the Philistines. 7The Philis- 
tines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, 
with the valley between them. 
4A champion named Goliath, who was from 
Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. He was.over 
nine feet: tall. SHe had a bronze helmet on his 
head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze 
weighing five thousand shekelsé; on his legs he 
wore bronze greaves, and a bronze javelin was 
slung on his back. 7His spear shaft was like a weav- 
er’s rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred 
shekels.« His shield bearer went ahead of him. 
Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Is- 
rael, “Why do you come out and line up for battle? 
Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants 
of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down 
to me. %If he is able to fight and kill me, we will 
become your subjects; but if | overcome him and 
kill him, you will become our subjects and serve 
us.” 10Then the Philistine said, “This day I defy the 
ranks of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each 
other.” On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul 
and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified. _ 
"Now David was the son of an Ephrathite — 


174 Why Everyone Wagar 
Goliath 

Wars in ancien times were sometimes decided by 
side would fight, and the results of their combat 
would determine the battle’s result. 


believed the outcome of the fight was controlled 
by the warriors’ gods more than by the two sides’ 


Saul lacked confidence in God’s support. His 
terror demoralized the Israelite army. 
Contrast, was as confident in his God as 
was scornful of God’s people. 


<4 Hebsew was six 
«7 That is, about 15 pounds (about 7 
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"1S Hebrew thousand: 


men from ES 


boy, and he has been a fighting 
[tA - 


youth.” 


f the living ¢ 
defied the armies °F mm the paw of the lion 
will deliver me from the 


"| cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because 
1am not wu took them off. 
*#Then he pe 
Smooth stones from the stream, put them in the 
pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in 
his hand, app! the Philistine. 3 

’iMeanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield 
bearer in front of him, kept coming to David. 
“He looked David over and saw Ir 
a boy, ruddy and handsome, and he despised him. 
43He said to David, “Am Ia dog, that you come at 
me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David 
by his gods. #"Come here,” he said, “and I'll give 
your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of 
the field!” 

David said to the Philistine, “You come 
against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I 
come against you in the name of the Lorp Al- 
mighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you 
have defied. *This day the Lorp will hand you 
over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off 
your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the 
Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts 
of the earth, and the whole world will know that 
there is a God in Israel. 47All those gathered here 
will know that it is not by sword or spear that the 
Lorp saves; for the battle is the Loxp’s, and he will 
give all of you into our hands.” 

‘As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, 
pea Rticgay oe battle line to meet 

im — and taki 
stone, he slung: etmeek the Priesne ona 
forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he 


tell facedown on the ground, 
So David over the Philisti 
sling and a h Sieword in his tuna he 
struck down! and him 
“David ran and stood over him. He took hold of 
te a it from the scat 
pene say she cut off his head with 
dead, they and ran. “Then the men 


OF sme mledire of sgusits a" 


4. aes Cee ee oon. se 


247 


Israel and Judah surged forwa a witha soe an 
pussued the PRIS Ekron Their dead were strewn 
and to the gates ol TN jad to Gath and Ekron. 
along i jentices returned from chasing the 
Pat oe’ ney plundered their camp. “David 
tc € 4 the Philistine’s head and brought it to Jerusa- 
iad he put the Philistine’s weapons in his 
tent 
4s Saul watched David going put to meet the 
Philistine, he said to Abner, commander of the 
my, “Abner, whose son is that young man?” 
\bner replied, “As surely as you live, O king, | 
jon’t know. oe 
“The king said, “Find out whose son this young 
ian is 
‘7As soon as David returned from killing the 
Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before 
Saul, with David still holding the Philistine’s head. 
4” Whose son are you, young man?” Saul asked 
him 
David said, “I am the son of your servant Jesse 
of Bethlehem.” 


Saul’s Jealousy of David 


18 After David had finished talking with Saul, 
Jonathan became one in spirit with David, 
and he loved him as himself, 2From that day Saul 
kept David with him and did not let him return to 
his father’s house. And Jonathan made a cov- 
enant with David because he loved him as himself. 
‘Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and 
gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his 
sword, his bow and his belt 
5Whatever Saul sent him to do, David did it so 
successfully? that Saul gave him a high rank in the 
army. This pleased all the people, and Saul’s offi- 
cers as well 
6When the men were returning home after Da- 
vid had killed the Philistine, the women came out 
from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with 
singing and dandng, with joyful songs and with 
tambourines and lutes. 7As they danced, they 
sang: 


“Saul has slain his thousands, 
and David his tens of thousands,” 


*Gaul was very angry; this refrain galled him. 
‘They have credited David with tens of thou- 
sands,” he thought, “but me with only thousands. 
What more can he get but the kingdom?” %And 
from that time on Saul kept a jealous eye on David. 
l0The next day an evilé spirit from God came 
forcefully upon Saul. He was prophesying in his 
house, while David was playing the harp, as he 
usually did. Saul had a spear in his hand and he 
hurled it, saying to himself, “I'll pin David to the 
wall.” But David eluded him twice 
!2Saul was, afraid of David, because the Lorp 
was with David but had left Saul. So he sent 
David away from him and gave him command 
over a thousand men, and David led the troops in 
their campaigns. ‘In everything he did he had 


°5 Or wisely 
£30 Or David acted more wisely 


£52 Same Septuagent manuscripts) Hebrew a culley 
19 Or However 


ure 
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great success,4 because the Lonp was with him. 
15When Saul saw how successfult he was, he was 
afraid of him. !6But all Israel and Judah loved Da- 
vid, because he led them in their campaigns. 

17Squl said to David, “Here is my older daughter 
Merab. I will give her to you in marriage; only 
serve me bravely and fight the battles of the 
Lorp.” For Saul said to himself, “1 will not raise a 
hand against him. Let the Philistines do that!’ 

18But David said to Saul, “Who am {, and whatis 
my family or my father’s clan in Israel, that 1 
should become the king's son-in-law?’ !9Sof 
when the time came for Merab, Saul’s daughter, to 
be given to David, she was given in marriage to 
Adriel of Meholah, 

20Now Saul’s daughter Michal was in love with 
David, and when they told Saul about it, he was 
pleased. 211 will give her to him,” he thought, “so. 
that she may be a snare to him and so that the hane 
of the Philistines may be against him.” So Saul said 
to David, “Now you have a second opportunity to 
become my son-in-law.” 

2Then Saul ordered his attendants: “Speak to 
David privately and say, ‘Look, the king is pleased 
with you, and his attendants all like you; now 
become his son-in-law,’ ” 

2They repeated these words to David, But Da- 
vid said, “Do you think it is a small matter to 
become the king's son-in-law? I'm only a poor man 
and little known.” 

2%When Saul’s servants told him what David 
had said, 25Saul replied; “Say to David, “The king 
wants no other price for the bride than a hundred 
Philistine foreskins, to take revenge on his ene- 
mies.’ ” Saul’s plan was to have David fall by the 
hands of the Philistines. 

26When the attendants told David these things, 
he was pleased to become the king’s son-in-law. 
So before the allotted time elapsed, 27David and 
his men went out and killed two hundred Philis- 
tines. He brought their foreskins and presented 
the full number to the king so that he might 
become the king's son-in-law. Then Saul gave him 
his daughter Michal in marriage. 

28When Saul realized that the Lorp was with 
David and that his daughter Michal loved David, 
29Saul became still more afraid of him, and he re- 
mained his enemy the rest of his days, 

The Philistine commanders continued to go 
out to battle, and as often as they did, David met 
with more success¢ than the rest of Saul’s officers, 
and his name became well known. 


——— 


18:27 David the Warrior 
David's bloody pri that his battle claims 
were not exagger: Foreskins would come trom _ 
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ably disposed toward you, will I not send you 

word and let you know? !But if my father is ine 

clined to harm you, may the Loxp deal with me, be 
it ever so severely, if | do not let you know and 

Send you away sately. May the Lorv be with you 

as he has been with my father, NBut show me 

unfailing kindness like that of the Lor as long as 

Ilive. so that Lmay not be killed, Sand do not ever 

cut off your kindness from my family—not even 

when the Loxb has cut off every one of David's 
enemies from the face of the earth.” 

So Jonathan made a covenant with the house 
yf David, saying, “May the Loro call David's ene- 
nies to account.” lAnd Jonathan had David reat 
firm his oath out of love for him, because he loved 
him as he loved himself, 

8Then Jonathan said to David: “Tomorrow is 
the New Moon festival, You will be missed, be- 
cause your seat will be empty. The day after 
tomorrow, toward evening, go to the place where 
you hid when this trouble began, and wait by the 
stone Exel, 201 will shoot three arrows to the side of 
it, as though I were shooting at a target. 2 Then | 
will send a boy and say, ‘Go, find the arrows.’ If 1 
say to him, ‘Look, the arrows are on this side of 
you; bring them here,” then come, because, as 
surely as the Loro lives, you are safe; there is no 
danger. “But if I say to the boy, ‘Look, the arrows 
are beyond you,’ then you must go, because the 
Lorp has sent you away, *3And about the matter 
you and I dis ed—remember, the LoRp is wit- 
ness between you and me forever,” 

So David hid in the field, and when the New 
Moon festival came, the king sat down to eat. He 
sat in his customary place by the wall, opposite 
Jonathan,# and Abner sat next to Saul, but David's 
place was empty. 26Saul said nothing that day, for 
he thought, omething must have happened to 
David to make him ceremonially unclean—surely 
he is unclean.” 2”But the next day, the second day 
of the month, David's place was empty again. 
Then Saul said to his son Jonathan, “Why hasn't 
the sor of Jesse come to the meal, either yesterday 
or today?” 

28Jonathan answered, “David earnestly asked 
me for permission to go to Bethlehem. He said, 
‘Let me go, because our family is observing a sacri- 
fice in the town and my brother has ordered me to 
be there. If | have found favor in your eyes, let me 
get away to see my brothers.’ That is why he has 
not come to the king's table.” 

WSaul's anger flared up at Jonathan and he said 
to him, “You son of a perverse and rebellious 
woman! Don’t I know that you have sided with the 
son of Jesse to your own shame and to the shame 
of the mother who bore you? 4!As long as the son 
of Jesse lives on this earth, neither you nor your 
kingdom will be established, Now send and bring 
him to me, for he must die!"’ 

32’Why should he be put to death? What has he 
done?” Jonathan asked his father. “But Saul 
hurled his spear at him to kill him. Then Jonathan 
knew that his father intended to kill David. 

Jonathan got up from the table in fierce anger, 


425 Septuagint; Hebrew wall. Jonathan arose 
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on that second day of the month he did not eat, 
because he was grieved at his father’s shameful 
treatment of David. 

Sin the morning Jonathan went out to the field 
for his meeting with David, He had a small boy 
with him, “and he said to the boy, “Run and find 
the arrows I shoot.” As the boy ran, he shot an 
arrow beyond him, When the boy came to the 
place where Jonathan's arrow had fallen, Jonathan 
called out after him, “Isn't the arrow beyond 
you?” 8Then he shouted, “Hurry! Go quickly! 
Don’t stop!” The boy picked up the arrow and 
returned to his master, %(The boy knew nothing of 
all this; only Jonathan and David knew.) “Then 
Jonathan gave his weapons to the boy and said, 
“Go, carry them back to town,” 

4\After the boy had gone, David got up from the 
south side of the stone, and bowed down before 
Jonathan three times, with his face to the ground. 
Then they kissed each other and wept together— 
but David wept the most. 

“Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, for we 
have swom friendship with each other in the name 
of the Lorb, saying, ‘The Lorn is witness between 
you and me, and between your descendants and 
my descendants forever.’ Then David left, and 
Jonathan went back to the town, 


David at Nob 


2 1 David went to Nob, to Ahimelech the priest. 

Ahimelech trembled when he met him, and 
asked, “Why are you alone? Why is no one with 
you?” 

2David answered Ahimelech the priest, “The 
king charged me with a certain matter and said to 
me, ‘No one is to know anything about your mis- 
sion and your instructions.’ As for my men, I have 
told them to meet me at a certain place, 3Now 
then, what do you have on hand? Give me five 
loaves of bread, or whatever you can find,’” 

4But the priest answered David, “I don't have 
any ordinary bread on hand; however, there is 
some consecrated bread here—provided the men 
have kept themselves from women.” 

S5David replied, “Indeed women have been kept 
from us, as usual whenever! I set out, The men’s 
things® are holy even on missions that are not 
holy, How much more so today!'’ 6So the priest 


21:4 Disobeying the Law 

David was desperate when he reached Nob, He did 
not even have food. He lied about his situation, 
Then he ate consecrated bread that was 

to be reserved for the priests. (A years 
later Jesus raised the issue of the consecrated 
bread, Suagesting that keeping the ritual laws 
mattered less than David's survival Matthew 
12:3,4.) 

David later admitted that he had been wrong to 
go to Nob and endanger the priests. Saul, 
suspicious of their involvement, slaughtered 
(22:17-18). < 
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A Sense of God's Timing 
Two leaders locked in a death struggle—with one refusing to fight 


have not wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life. May the Lorp judge between 


you and me." 24:11-12 
aul was the right and legal ki acl, living I 
aul was the right and (egies ae bbling to survive. Saul had a professional army, 


his replacement, but he lived In the deser t scral i strani er Outage 
David a small band composed of family members and an assortme! : i 

Twice Saul aecldentally fell lato David's hands, but David refused to kill him. He felt that would 
Violate God’s will, He would not use his sword to become king. He fought not to win but to 
survive. 

Survival was not easy; You can read between the lines of chapters 21-31 and see a great drama i 
unfolding. Saul is clearly deteriorating. Can David hold on long enough to outlast him? 

At first David ran from one place to another, alone and completely vulnerable. Then, when 400 

d him in twice (23:19; 26:1), Perhaps they 


outlaws gathered around hii, the local people turne 
feared that Saul would slaughter them the way he had the Nob priests (22:6-23). 


David survived and managed to keep his army intact. He even built popular suppor by 
hbors. But eventually he saw that his position was 


providing military protection to his neig 
impossible. “One of these days | will be destroyed by the hand of Saul,” he said (27:1). He left 


israel and became, with his army, a hired soldier for one of the Philistine kings. 
Sooner or later David’s double-agent act would have been found out. In fact, when the 
Philistines planned a major military effort against Israel, David barely escaped having to fight his 


n luxury. David had been secretly anointed as 


own people. 
Time on His Side 

Throughout his wilderness period, David's position was desperate. David had one precious asset 
one God had promised he would be king. David believed this promise even when his situation | 
looked very bad. He would wait for God's timing. 

A sense of timing, people say, is essential to leadership. 
when to wait patiently; when to bend and when to stand fi 
timing because he trusted God's control of events. 

Life Questions: What makes you impatient? What can you learn about patience from David's life? 


You must know when to act boldly and 
rm. David had that critical sense of 
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Se Mrs oO 


David at Adullam and Mizpah 


* Gath and escaped to the cave of 
When his Srothers and his fae 
ata heard about it, they went down 
2A ase Who Were in distress or in 
Ni gathered around him, and he 
feader, About four hundred men 


Davad went to Mizpah in Moab and 
gf of Moab, “Would you let my father 
we and stay with vou until | learn 
for me?” 4So he left them with 

and they stayed with him as 
wed was in the stronghold 


he prophet Gad said to David, “Do not 
stay in the nghold. Go into the land of Judah,” 
Se David let and went to the forest of Hereth, 


Saul Kills the Priests of Nob ‘ 


*Now Seul heard that David and his men had 
bee sovered. And Saul, spear in hand, was 
vder the tamarisk tree on the hill at Gibe- 
cals standing around him. 7Saul 

Listen, men of Benjamin! Will the 
ave all of you fields and vineyards? 
ake all of you commanders of thousands 
nanders of hundreds? SIs that why you 
Spired against me? No one tells me 
makes a covenant with the son of 
Jesse. None of you is concerned about me or tells 
my son has incited my servant to lie in wait 
me, as he does today. 

But Doeg the Edomite, who was standing with 


——— 
22:3 Long-lost Relatives 
ary that Saul would hold his family ransom, 

vid took his parents to the neighboring ki 
of Moab for safekeeping. Why Moab? Possibly 
because he had distant relatives there. His great 
grandmother, Ruth, had come from Moab. 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_______. 


ony A SAMUEL 22.29 


Saul attioialy, wat, “lL waw Une eon Of Jeae conve 
ty Alielech aon of ANID at Nob WAN iHelEh 
Jnqutned Of the Lowe foe hi) he also gave hin 
Peavistaty andl the aword OF Gallet the Mittin 
tine” 

Phen the King vent for (he privat Alimeleeh 
son OF ARID and hoe father'a whote family, who: 
wer the priests at Nob, ane they all came to the 
Kin Saul wat, “Listen now, won of Anitub” 

“Yes, iy lon he anawered 

Hsu sail to him, “Why have you conspired 
againat me, You and the aon of Jone, giving hin 
broad and a sword and inquiting of God for him, 
fo hat he has rebelled agatnat me and Hes tn wait 
for nye, ax he does today?” 

WANiMelech anawered the king, “Who of all 
your servants ik as loyal as David, the king's sone 
inelaw, captain of Your bodyguard and highly rex 
apected in your household? |Was that day the 
first tine Linquired of God for him? Of course not! 
Let not the king accuse your servant or any of his 
father’s family, for your servant knows nothing at 
all about this whole affair,” 

JoBut the king said, “You will surely die, Ahime> 
lech, you and your father’s whole family,” = 

‘Then the king ordered the guards at his side: 
“Turn and kill the priests of the Loxp, because 
they too have sided with David, They knew he was 
fleeing, vet they did not tell me.” 

But the king's officials were not willing to raise a 
hand to strike the priests of the Lorp, 

The king then ordered Doeg, “You turn and 
strike down the priests.” So Doeg the Edomite 
turned and struck them down. That day he killed 
eighty-five men who wore the linen ephod, He 
also put to the sword Nob, the town of the priests, 
with its men and women, its children and infants, 
and its cattle, donkeys and sheep, 

“But Abiathar, a son of Ahimelech son of Ahi- 
tub, escaped and fled to join David. 2\He told Da- 
vid that Saul had killed the priests of the Lorp. 
=Then David said to Abiathar; “That day, when | 
Doeg the Edomite was there, I knew he would be 
sure to tell Saul. Lam responsible for the death of 
your father's whole family, 23Stay with me; don’t 
be afraid; the man who is seeking your life is seek- fe 
ing mine also. You will be safe with me.” 


22:20 A Traumatic Career 

Abiathar was the sole survivor of Saul’s ter 
of the priests—a foolish massacre that must have 
alienated a great many of Saul’s potential : 
supporters. The slaughter partly fulfilled God's 
prediction in 2:31-36 that Eli's family would suffer 
and be cut off from the high priest’s office, 

Having survived that day's trauma, Abiathar 
became a priest for David and his men (23:6,9; 
30:7,8). When David became king, he named 
Abiathar one of two high priests, Later Abiathar, 
having backed a rebellious faction against 
Solomon, was dismissed and exiled. The 


made ir Eli's day came fully true (1 Kings 2:26-27), 
ELE 


1 SAMUEL 23:1 
David Saves Keilah 
“ ilis- 
When David was told, “Look, the Phil 
23 tines are fighting against Keilah and are 
looting the threshing floors,” 2he inquired of te 
Lorp, saying, “Shall I go and attack these Philis- 
tines?” = 
The Lorp answered him, “Go, attack the Philis- 


tines and save Keilah.” & 4 
3But David's men said to him, ‘Here in Judah 


we are afraid. How much ings Ben if we go to 
Keilah against the Philistine forces: 

dOnceaxain David inquired of the Lorp, and 
the Lorp answered him, “Go down to Keilah, for! 
am going to give the Philistines into your hand. 
5So David and his men went to Keilah, fought the 
Philistines and carried off their livestock. He in- 
flicted heavy losses on the Philistines and saved 
the people of Keilah. 6(Now Abiathar son of 
Ahimelech had brought the ephod down with him 
when he fled to David at Keilah.) 


Saul Pursues David 

7Saul was told that David had gone to Keilah, 
and he said, ‘God has handed him over to me, for 
David has imprisoned himself by entering a town 
with gates and bars.” 8And Saul called up all his 
forces for battle, to go down to Keilah to besiege 
David and his men. 

When David learned that Saul was plotting 
against him, he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring 
the ephod.” !0David said, ““O Lorn, God of Israel, 
your servant has heard definitely that Saul plans to 
come to Keilah and destroy the town on account of 
me. !Will the citizens of Keilah surrender me to 
him? Will Saul come down, as your servant has 
heard? O Lorp, God of Israel, tell your servant.” 

And the Lorp said, “He will.” 

12Again David asked, “Will the citizens of Keilah 
surrender me and my men to Saul?” 

And the Lorp said, “They will.” 

'3S0 David and his men, about six hundred in 
number, left Keilah and kept moving from place to 
place. When Saul was told that David had escaped 
from Keilah, he did not go there. 

'4David stayed in the desert strongholds and in 
the hills of the Desert of Ziph. Day after day Saul 
searched for him, but God did not give David into 
his hands. 

15While David was at Horesh in the Desert of 
Ziph, he learned that Saul had come out to take his 
life. !*And Saul’s son Jonathan went to David at 
Horesh and helped him find strength in God. 
"Don’t be afraid,” he said. “My father Saul will 

not lay a hand on you. You will be king over Israel, 
and I will be second to you. Even my father Saul 
knows this.” The two of them made a covenant 
before the Loxb. Then Jonathan went home, but 
David remained at Horesh. i 

8The Ziphites went up to Saul at Gibeah and 
said, “Is not David hiding among us in the strong- 
holds at Horesh, on the hill of Hakilah 
Jeshimon? 20Now, O king, ¢ eouthias 

i. % come down whenever 

it pleases you to do $0, and we will be responsible 
for handing him over to the king ” i 


#23 Or me at Nacon "28 Selo Hammahietoth means rock of parting. 


21Saul replied, “The Logp bless you 
concern for me. 2Go and make further prepara~ 
tion, Find out where David usually goes and Who: 


I will go with your he is in the ai Iv 
him down among clans of Judah. 

24So they set oa to Ziph ahead of Saul. 
Now David and his men were in the Desert of 
Maon, in the Arabah south of Jeshimon. 25Saul 
and his men began the search, and when David 
was told about it, he went down to the rock and 


Oe ide of the moun: 
26Saul was ag along one side of the moun- 
tain, and David and his men were on the other 


side, hurrying to get away from Saul. As Saul and 
his forces wemiine in on David and his men to 
capture them, 7a messenger came to Saul, saying, 
“Come quickly! The Philistines are raiding the 
land.” 28Then Saul broke off his pursuit of David 
and went to meet the Philistines. That is why they 
call this place Sela Hammahlekoth.’ 29And David 
went up from there and lived in the strongholds of 


En Gedi. 

David Spares Saul's Life 

2 4 After Saul returned from pursuing the Phil- 
istines, he was told, “David is in the Desert 

of En Gedi.” 2S Saul took three thousand chosen 

men from all Israel and set out to look for David 

and his men near the Crags of the Wild Goats. 

3He came to the sheep pens along the way; a 
cave was there, and Saul wentin to relieve himself. 
David and his men were far back in the cave, 4The 
men said, “This is the day the Lorp spoke of when 
he saide to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your 
hands for you to deal with as you wish.’”” Then 
David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of 
Saul's robe. 

SAfterward, David was conscience-stricken for 
having cut off a corner of his robe. 6He said to his 
men, “The Lorb forbid that I should do such a 
thing to my master, the Lorp’s anointed, or lift my 
hand against him; for he is the anointed of the 
Lorp.” 7With these words David rebuked his men 
and did not allow them to attack Saul. And Saul 
left the cave and went his way. 

8Then David went out of the cave and called out 
to Saul, “My lord the king!” When Saul looked 
behind him, David bowed down and prostrated 
himself with his face to the ground. 9He said to 


24:5 David's Bad Conscience 
David was conscience-stricken after he cut a 
corner from Saul’s robe. Why? Possibly because, to 
people of that day, a man looked ridiculous with 
is Clothes cat are aaa areal 10:4,5 fora 
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hen men say, ‘David is 
This day you have seen 
how the LorD delivered you 
cave. Some urged me to kill 
into my hands 4 Gu; Lsaid, ‘Lwill not lift my hand 
a or, because he is the Loro’s 
agains! ¢) uiSee, my father, look at this piece of 
; ie robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your 
pobe but did not kill you. Now understand and 
recognize that 1 am not guilty of wrongdoing or 
rebellion. | have not wronged you, but you are 
hunting me down to take my life. "2May the Lorp 
judge between you and me. And may the Lorp 
avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my 
hand will not touch you 13As the old saying goes, 
From evildoers come evil deeds,’ so my hand will 
not touch you. 
14“Against whom has the king of Israel come 
out? Whom are you pursuing? A dead dog? A flea? 
15May the Lorp be our judge and decide between 
us. May he consider my cause and uphold it; may 
he vindicate me by delivering me from your 
hand,” 
16When David finished saying this, Saul asked, 
“Js that your voice, David my son?” And he wept 
aloud. 17”You are more righteous than I,” he said. 
“You have treated me well, but I have treated you 
badly. !8You have just now told me of the good 
you did to me; the Lorp delivered me into your 
hands, but you did not kill me. i9When a man 
finds his enemy, does he let him get away un- 
harmed? May the Lorp reward you well for the 
way you treated me today. 20] know that you will 
surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will 
be established in your hands. 21Now swear to me 
by the Lorp that you will not cut off my descend- 
ants or wipe out my name from my father’s 
family.” 
250 David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul 
returned home, but David and his men went up to 
the stronghold. 
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David, Nabal and Abigail 


2 Now Samuel died, and all Israel assembled 
and mourned for him; and they buried him 
at his home in Ramah. 

Then David moved down into the Desert of 
Maon.# 2A certain man in Maon, who had prop- 
erty there at Carmel, was very wealthy. He had a 
thousand goats and three thousand sheep, which 
he was shearing in Carmel. 3His name was Nabal 


————— 


24:21 The Survival of a Family 
Slaughtering the rival’s entire family was normal 
practice when one would-be king won out over 
another. Such action tended to lessen the 
probability that the rival family would compete for 
the throne again. Jonathan, David’s closest friend, 
is asking David not to follow that course when he 
becomes king. Because of their relationship, David 
let Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth live (2 Samuel 9). 


eee 


*] Some Septuagint manuscripts; Hebrew Paran 
manuscripts; Hebrew with David's enemies 


°18 That is, probably about a bushel (about 37 liters) 


1 SAMUEL 25:24 


and his wife's name was Abigail, She wae an intel: 
ligent and beautiful woman, but her husband, & 
Calebite, was surly and mean in his dealings. 

‘While David was in the desert, he heard that 
Nabal was shearing sheep, 560 he sent ten your 
men and said to them, “Go up to Nabal at 
and greet him in my name, “ay to him: ‘Long life 
to you! Good health to you and your household! 

And good health to all that is yours! 

7” Now | hear that it is sheep-shearing time. 
When your shepherds were with us, we did not 
mistreat them, and the whole time they were at 
Carmel nothing of theirs was missing. "Ask your 
own servants and they will tell you. Therefore be 
favorable toward my young met since we come at 
a festive time. Please give your servants and your 
son David whatever you can find for them,’ 

9When David’s men arrived, they gave Nabal 
this message in David's name, Then they waited, 

10Nabal answered David's servants, “Who ite 
this David? Who is this son of Jesse? Many ser- 
vants are breaking away from their masters these 
days. |!Why should | take my bread and water, 
and the meat I have slaughtered for my shearers, 
and give it to men coming from who knows 
where?” 

12David’s men turned around and went back. 
When they arrived, they reported every word, 
13David said to his men, “Put on your swords!’ So 
they put on their swords, and David put on his. 
‘About four hundred men went up with David, 
while two hundred stayed with the supplies. 

14One of the servants told Nabal’s wife Abigail: 
“David sent messengers from the desert to give 
our master his greetings, but he hurled insults at 
them. 15Yet these men were very good to us. They 
did not mistreat us, and the whole time we were 
out in the fields near them nothing was missing. 

16Night and day they were a wall around us all the 
time we were herding our sheep near them. !7Now 
think it over and see what you can do, because 
disaster is hanging over our master and his whole 
household. He is such a wicked man that no one 
can talk to him.” 

18Abigail lost no time. She took two hundred 
loaves of bread, two skins of wine, five dressed 
sheep, five seahs’ of roasted grain, a hundred 
cakes of raisins and two hundred cakes of pressed 
figs, and loaded them on donkeys. !7Then she told 
her servants, “Go on ahead; I'll follow you.” But 
she did not tell her husband Nabal. 

20As she came riding her donkey into a moun- 
tain ravine, there were David and his men de- 
scending toward her, and she met them. 2UDavid 
had just said, “It’s been useless—all my watching 
over this fellow’s property in the desert so that 
nothing of his was missing. He has paid me back 
evil for good. 2May God deal with David, be it 
ever so severely, if by morning I leave alive one 
male of all who belong to him!” 

23When Abigail saw David, she quickly got off 
her donkey and bowed down before David with 
her face to the ground. 24She fell at his feet and 


<2 Some Septuagint 


1 SAM eid me alone. 

aid: “My Jord Nes oe oe Be hear what 

Please let veut sa My ae lord payin 

your servant has to say. * ets feeble 
ention to that wicked man Nabal. He is) y 

ate seer his name is Fool) and Mls ek 

him, But as for me, your servant, I di 

en my master sent. ’ 

He since the Lorp has kept you, oie 
ter, from bloodshed and from avenging ¥ one 
with your own hands, as surely as the eae 
and as you live, may your enemies an 2A Ri * 
intend to harm my master be like Nabal. 27And le! 
this gift, which your servant has brought to 4 
master, be given to the men who follow hee 
28Please forgive your servant's offense, for us 
Lorp will certainly make a lasting dynasty for ay 
master, because he fights the Lorp’s battles. a 
no wrongdoing be found in you as long as bh 
live. Even though someone is pursuing you a 
take your life, the life of my master will be boun 
securely in the bundle of the living by the Lorp 
your God. But the lives of your enemies he will 
hurl away as from the pocket of a sling. 30When the 
Lorp has done for my master every good thing he 
promised concerning him and has appointed him 
leader over Israel, 34 my master will not have on his 
conscience’ the staggering burden of needless 
bloodshed or of having avenged himself. And 
when the Lorp has brought my master success, 
remember your servant.” 

52David said to Abigail, “Praise be to the Lorp, 
the God of Israel, who has sent you today to meet 
me. 33May you be blessed for your good judgment 
and for keeping me from bloodshed this day and 
from avenging myself with my own hands. 4Oth- 
erwise, as surely as the Lorp, the God of Israel, 
lives, who has kept me from harming you, if you 
had not come quickly to meet me, not one male 
belonging to Nabal would have been left alive by 
daybreak.” 

Then David accepted from her hand what she 
had brought him and said, “Go home in peace. I 
have heard your words and granted your re- 
quest.” 

When Abigail went to Nabal, he was in the 
house holding a banquet like that of a king. He was 
in high spirits and very drunk. So she told him 
nothing until daybreak. 37Then in the morning, 
when Nabal was sober, his wife told him all these 
things, and his heart failed him and he became like 
a stone, About ten days later, the Lorp struck 
Nabal and he died 

When David heard that Nabal was dead, he 
said, ‘Praise be to the Lorp, who has upheld my 
cause against Nabal for treating me with con- 
tempt. He has kept his servant from doing wrong 

and has brought Nabal’s wrongdoing down on his 
own head.” 

Then David sent word to Abigail, asking her to 
become his wife. 49His servants went to Carmel 
and said to Abigail, “David ha#sent us to you to 
take you to become his wife." 

“IShe bowed down with her face to the ground 
and said, “Here is your maidservant, ready to 


“44 Hebrew Palti, a variant of Pattie 
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"4 Or had come to Nacon 
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messengers and Poe his s ia 
married Ahinoam of Jezreel, his daughter Mi- 
is wi 44But Saul had given’ 
chal David's wife, to Paltiel? son of Laish, who t 
was from Gallim. . 
David Again Spares Saul’s Life - 
The Ziphites went to Saul at ee me 
26 said, “Is not jon hiding on the 
kilah, which faces Jeshimon? * 
eso Saul went down to the Desert of Ziph, with 
his three thousand chosen men of Israel, ocean 
there for David. Saul made his camp beside fa 
road on the hill of Hakilah facing Mesa aici 
David stayed in the desert. When he saw that ase 
had followed him there, #he sent out aes 
learned that Saul had definitely arrived. 
5Then David set out and went to the place where 
Saul had camped. He saw where Saul and Abner 
son of Ner, the commander of the army, had lain 
down. Saul was lying dpe the camp, with the 
army encamped aroun 
SDavid then asked Ahimelech the Hittite and 
Abishai son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, “Who will 
go down into the camp with me to Saul?” 
“T'll go with you,” said Abishai. 
7So David and Abishai went to the army by 
night, and there was Saul, lying asleep inside the 
camp with his spear stuck in the ground near his 
head. Abner and the soldiers were lying around 
him. 
8Abishai said to David, “Today God has de- 
livered your enemy into your hands. Now let me 
pin him to the ground with one thrust of my spear; 
I won't strike him twice.” J 

*But David said to Abishai, “Don’t destroy him! 
Who can lay a hand on the Lorp’s anointed and be 
guiltless? 1As surely as the Lorp lives,” he said, 
“the Lorp himself will strike him; either his time 
will come and he will die, or he will go into battle 
and perish. !1But the Lorp forbid that I should lay 
a hand on the Lorp’s anointed. Now get the 
and water jug that are near his head, and let’s go.” 

120 David took the spear and water jug near 
Saul’s head, and they left. No one saw or knew 
about it, nor did anyone wake up. They were all 
sleeping, because the Lor had put them into a 
deep sleep. 

'sThen David crossed over to the other side and 
stood on top of the hill some distance away; there 
Was a wide space between them. !4He called out to 
the army and to Abner son of Ner, “Aren't seat 
going to answer me, Abner?” 


Pie replied, “Who are you who calls to the 
Ss 


1SDavid said, “You're a man, aren't ? And 
who is like you in Israel? Why didn’t Mie ov 
your lord the king? Someone came to, 
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Look around you: 


» Lorp’s anointed 
the LoxD's anointed) bone ug that were 


rand 
“a pavid’s voice and said, “Is 


David my son?” i. 
Ves it is, my lord the king. 


Why is my lord pursuing his 
What have I done, and what wrong am I 
lyNiow let my lord the king listen to his 
If the Lorp has incited you 
then may he accept an offering. If, 
however, men have done it, may they be cursed 
before the Lorp! They have now driven me from 
ny share in the Lorv’s inheritance and have said, 
Go, serve other gods.’ 20Now do not let my blood 
fall to the ground far from the presence of the 
Lorp. The king of Israel has come ‘out to look for a 
flea—as one hunts a partridge in the mountains.” 
21Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Come back, 
David my son. Because you considered my life 
precious today, I will not try to harm you again. 
Surely | have acted like a fool and have erred 
greatly.” 
22”Here is the king’s spear,” David answered. 
“Let one of your young men come over and get it. 
2The Lorp rewards every man for his righteous- 
ness and faithfulness. The Lorp delivered you into 
my hands today, but I would not lay a hand on the 
Lorp’s anointed. 24As surely as I valued your life 
today, so may the Lorp value my life and deliver 
rom all trouble.’ 
Then Saul said to David, “May you be blessed, 
my son David; you will do great things and surely 
triumph.” 
So David went on his way, and Saul returt 


home. 

David Among the Philistines 

2 Hh But David thought to himself, “One of these 
days | will be destroyed by the hand of Saul. ~ 

The best thing I can do is to escape to the land of 

the Philistines. Then Saul will give up searching 

for me anywhere in Israel, and I will slip out of his 


hand.” 
259 David and the six hundred men with him 


left and went over to Achish son of Maoch king of 
Gath. %David and his men settled in Gath with 
Achish. Each man had his family with him, and 
David had his two wives: Ahinoam of Jezreel and 
Abigail of Carmel, the widow of Nabal, 4When 
Gaul was told that David had fled to Gath, he no 
longer searched for him 
SThen David said to Achish, “If 1 have found 
favor in your eyes, let a place be assigned to me in 
one of the country towns, that I may live there. 
Why should your servant live in the royal city with 
you ‘if 
So on that day Achish gave him Ziklag, and it 
has belonged to the kings of Judah ever since. 
7David lived in Philistine territory a year and four 
months 
#Now David and his men went up and raided 
the Geshurites, the Girzites and the Amalekites. 
(From ancient times these peoples had lived in the 
land extending to Shur and Egypt.) Whenever 
David attacked an area, he did not leave a man or 
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1 SAMUEL 28:8 


but took sheep and cattle, donkeys 


woman alive, 
s. Then he returned to 


and camels, and clothe: 


Achish. 
10When Achish asked, “Where did you go raid- 


ing today?” David would say, “Against the Negev 
of Judah” or “Against the Negev of Jerahmeel” or 
“ Against the Negev of the Kenites.” !!He did not 
leave a man or woman alive to be brought to Gath, 
for he thought, “They might inform on us and say, 
‘This is what David did.’”’ And such was his prac- 
tice as long as he lived in Philistine territory. 
12Achish trusted David and said to himself, “He 
has become so odious to his people, the Israelites, 
that he will be my servant forever.” 


Saul and the Witch of Endor 
2 8 In those days the Philistines gathered their 
forces to fight against Israel. Achish said to 
David, “You must understand that you and your 
men will accompany me in the army.” 
2David said, “Then you will see for yourself 
what your servant can do.” 
Achish replied, “Very well, I will make you my 
bodyguard for life.” 
3Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had 
mourned for him and buried him in his own town 
of Ramah. Saul had expelled the mediums and 
spiritists from the land. 
4The Philistines assembled and came and set up 
camp at Shunem, while Saul gathered all the Isra- 
elites and set up camp at Gilboa. 5When Saul saw 
the Philistine army, he was afraid; terror filled his 
heart. 6He inquired of the Lor, but the Lorp did 
not answer him by dreams or Urim or prophets. 
7Saul then said to his attendants, “Find me a 
woman who is a medium, so I may go and inquire 
of her.” 
“There is one in Endor,” they said. 
8So Saul disguised himself, putting on other 
clothes, and at night he and two men went to the 
> 


ee 
27:8 David’s Double Game 

The Philistines accepted David because they 

thought he would fight against his own people, 

Had they known that he retained his Israelite 
loyalty, they would never have trusted him. So 
David had to pretend that he was racing the 
Israelites, while actually he raided Israel’s nomadic 
enemies. To keep his game secret, he took no 
prisoners, for it might be noticed that none of them 
were Israelites. 


28:4 Battle Strategy 

For their massive assault from Shunem, the 
Philistines tried a new tactic, They had fought 
previous battles in the mountains, rough terrain 
where their chariots were next to useless, Now * 
they chose strategically im int level 

that Israel had to i Valley of Jezreel is 
the only part of Palestine where you can go from 
west to east without ¢ mountains. A 
Philistine victory here would cut Israel in half, 
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woman. “Consult a spirit for me,” he said, “and 
bring up for me the one I nam 
oBut the woman said to him, “Surely you know 
what Saul has done. He has cut off the mediums 
and spiritists from the land. Why have you set a 
trap for my life to bring about my death?” 
10Saul swore to her by the Lorp, “As surely a8 
the Loxp lives, you will not be punished for this. 
Then the woman asked, “Whom shall I bring 
up for you?” 
“Bring up Samuel,” he said 
12When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out at 
the top of her voice and said to Saul, “Why have 
you deceived me? You are Saul!” 
13T he king said to her, “Don’t be afraid. What do 
you see?’” 

The woman said, “I see a spirit? coming up out 

of the ground.” 

14”’What does he look like?” he asked. 

“An old man wearing a robe is coming up,” she 
said 

Then Saul knew it was Samuel, and he bowed 
down and prostrated himself with his face to the 
ground 

15Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed 
me by bringing me up?” 

“Tam in great distress,” Saul said. “The Philis- 
tines are fighting against me, and God has turned 
away from me. He no longer answers me, either by 
prophets or by dreams. So I have called on you to 
tell me what to do.” 

16Samuel said, “Why do you consult me, now 
that the Lorp has turned away from you and 
become your enemy? !7The Lorp has done what 
he predicted through me. The Lorp has torn the 
kingdom out of your hands and given it to one of 
your neighbors—to David. !8Because you did not 

obey the Lorp or carry out his fierce wrath against 

the Amalekites, the Lorp has done this to you 
today. !9The Lorp will hand over both Israel and 
you to the Philistines, and tomorrow you and your 
sons will be with me. The Lorp will also hand over 
the army of Israel to the Philistines,” 
20Immediately Saul fell full length on the 
ground, filled with fear because of Samuel's 
words. His strength was gone, for he had eaten 
nothing all that day and night. 
21When the woman came to Saul and saw that 
he was greatly shaken, she said, “Look, your 
maidservant has obeyed you. I took my life in my 
hands and did what you told me to do. 2Now 
please listen to your servant and let me give you 
some food so you may eat and have the strength to 
go on your way.” 

He refused and said, “I will not eat.” 

ae joined the woman in urging him, 
ned to them. He got up from the 
ground and sat on the couch. 

The woman had a fattened calf at the house, 
which she butchered at once. She took some flour, 
kneaded it and baked bread without yeast. 5Then 
she set it before Saul and his men, and they ate. 
That same night they got up and left. 


“13 Or see spirits; or see gods 


Achish Sends David Back to ae 
c all their 
The Philistines a ered ji ot 
Jezreel. 7As 
ir units of hundreds and 7 
hus meni were marching at the rear with Achish. 
3The commanders of the Philistines asked, “What 
about these Hebrews?” 

Achish replied, “Is this not David, who was an 
officer of Saul king of Israel? He has already been 
with me for over a year, and from the day he lett 
Saul until now, I have found no fault in him, 

4But the Philistine commanders were angry with 
him and said, “Send the man back, that he may 
return to the place you assigned him. He must not 
go with us into battle, or he will turn against us 
during the fighting. How better could he regain his 
master’s favor than by taking the heads of ourown 
men? 5Isn‘t this the David they sang about in their 
dances: 

“ Saul has slain his thousands, 

and David his tens of thousands’?” 


6S0 Achish called David and said to him, “As 
surely as the Lorp lives, you have been reliable, 
and I would be pleased to have you serve with me 
in the army. From the day you came to me until 
now, I have found no fault in you, but the rulers 
don’t approve of you. 7Turn back and go in peace; 
do nothing to displease the Philistine rulers.” 

But what have I done?” asked David. “What 
have you found against your servant from the day 
I came to you until now? Why can’t I go and fight 
against the enemies of my lord the king?” 

%Achish answered, “I know that you have been 
as pleasing in my eyes as an angel of God; never- 
theless, the Philistine commanders have said, ‘He 
must not go up with us into battle.’ !0Now get up 
early, along with your master’s servants who have 
come with you, and leave in the morning as soon 
as it is light.” 

"So David and his men got up early in the 
morning to go back to the land of the Philistines, 
and the Philistines went up to Jezreel. 


David Destroys the Amalekites 


30 David and his men reached Ziklag on the 
third day. Now the Amalekites had raided 
the Negev and Ziklag. They had attacked Ziklag 
and burned it, 2and had taken captive the women 
and all who were in it, both young and old. They 
killed none of them, but carried them off as they 
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sa tq Abiathar the priest, the son 
Horii a7 > see ephod.” Abiathar 
x Aas me nd David inquired of the 


this raiding party? Will I 


h 


he he answered. “You will cer- 
sake them and succeed in the rescue.” 
yvid and the six hundred men with him came 
the Besor Ravine, where some stayed behind, 
jor two hundred men were too exhausted to 
ross the ravine. But David and four hundred men 
continued the pursuit 
They found an Egyptian ina field and brought 
him to David. They gave him water to drink and 
food to eat— !2part of a cake of pressed figs and 
two cakes of raisins. He ate and was revived, for he 
had not eaten any food or drunk any water for 
three days and three nights. 
‘David asked him, “To whom do you belong, 
and where do you come from?” 

He said, “I am an Egyptian, the slave of an 
Amalekite. My master abandoned me when I 
became ill three days ago. 4We raided the Negev 
of the Kerethites and the territory belonging to 
Judah and the Negev of Caleb. And we burned 
Ziklag.” 

15David asked him, “Can you lead me down to 
this raiding party?” 

He answered, “Swear to me before God that 
you will not kill me or hand me over to my master, 
and I will take you down to them.” 

16He led David down, and there they were, scat- 
tered over the countryside, eating, drinking and 
reveling because of the great amount of plunder 

they had taken from the land of the Philistines and 
from Judah. !7David fought them from dusk until 
the evening of the next day, and none of them got 
away, except four hundred young men who rode 
off on camels and fled. 183David recovered every- 
thing the Amalekites had taken, including his two 
wives. !9Nothing was missing: young or old, boy 
or girl, plunder or anything else they had taken. 
David brought everything back. 20He took all the 
flocks and herds, and his men drove them ahead of 
the other livestock, saying, “This is David's plun- 
der. 
2IThen David came to the two hundred men 
who had been too exhausted to follow him and 
who were left behind at the Besor Ravine. They 
came out to meet David and the people with him. 
As David and his men approached, he greeted 
them. 22But all the evil men and troublemakers 
among David's followers said, “Because they did 
not go out with us, we will not share with them the 
plunder we recovered. However, each man may 
take his wife and children and go.” 
2David replied, “No, my brothers, you must 
not do that with what the Lorp has given us. He 
has protected us and handed over to us the forces 
that came against us. 2*Who will listen to what you 
say? The share of the man who stayed with the 
supplies is to be the same as that of him who went 
down to the battle. All will share alike.” David 
made this a statute and ordinance for Israel from 
that day to this. 
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26When David arrived in Ziklag, he sent some of 
the plunder to the elders of Judah, who were his 
friends, saying, “Here is a present for you from the 
plunder of the Lorp’s enemies.” 

27He sentit to those who were in Bethel, Ramoth 
Negev and Jattir; to those in Aroer, Siphmoth, 
Eshtemoa and Racal; to those in the towns of the 
Jerahmeelites and the Kenites; ®to those in Hor- 
mah, Bor Ashan, Athach 3land Hebron; and to 
those in all the other places where David and his 
men had roamed. 


Saul Takes His Life 


31 Now the Philistines fought against Israel; 
the Israelites fled before them, and many 
fell slain on Mount Gilboa. 2The Philistines 
pressed hard after Saul and his sons, and they 
killed his sons Jonathan, Abinadab and Malki- 
Shua. 3The fighting grew fierce around Saul, and 
when the archers overtook him, they wounded 
him critically. 

4Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Draw your 
sword and run me through, or these uncircum- 
cised fellows will come and run me through and 
abuse me.” 

But his armor-bearer was terrified and would 
not do it; so Saul took his own sword and fell on it. 
5When the armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, 
he too fell on his sword and died with him. So 
Saul and his three sons and his armor-bearer and 
all his men died together that same day. 

7When the Israelites along the valley and those 
across the Jordan saw that the Israelite army had 
fled and that Saul and his sons had died, they 
abandoned their towns and fled. And the Philis- 
tines came and occupied them. 

8The next day, when the Philistines came to 
strip the dead, they found Saul and his three sons 
fallen on Mount Gilboa. 9They cut off his head and 
stripped off his armor, and they sent messengers 
throughout the land of the Philistines to proclaim 
the news in the temple of their idols and among, 
their people. 1They put his armor in the temple of 
the Ashtoreths and fastened his body to the wall of 
Beth Shan. 

llWhen the people of Jabesh Gilead heard of 
what the Philistines had done to Saul, !all their 
valiant men journeyed through the night to Beth 
Shan. They took down the bodies of Saul and his 
sons from the wall of Beth Shan and went to Ja- 
besh, where they burned them. 13Then they took 
their bones and buried them under a tamarisk tree 
at Jabesh, and they fasted seven days. 


31:11 Loyal Friends in Death 
king had been the 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Life of King David 
From herding sheep to ruling a nation 


“1 took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over MY we nee io 
iti i de. His life was 
ible is filled with strong personalities, but none leads David in the parace. | 
Senna on which striking images flash. We see apace his hate ee ated 
fighting battles, faking insanity, dancing jubilentiysn praise of God. We yaa eine ane 
est friend’s death. We see him on his rooftop, ee eee and 


face when he learns of his clos Nek rie if a 

hi accus t 

lustfully on Bathsheba’s bath. We see Nathan po! bi using is infant child, We 
murderous son. 


murder. We hear David's guilty, aneulehee eee cryin ail 
see David's bowed head as he stumbles out of Jerusalem, pursued by his h 
i i i lives. Somehow he bounced back. Somehow he 
David survived the crises of a dozen lives he always bou! ned a ee 
g weaknesses. Yet he 


maintained a passionate trust in God. First and Second Samuel don’t p: 
character, nor as a perfect model of strength and courage. David had strikiny Snetreh 
appeals to us as he did to the Israelites: he was completely, passionately alive. Whatever he did, 
right or wrong, he did with his whole heart. In his love for God, he held nothing back. 


Healing the Wounds of War : ‘ 

While 1 Samuel tells of David’s youth and his long exile, 2 Samuel focuses on David as king, 
leading, uniting, inspiring his people. His time in the desert was over. Different qualities of 
leadership were required in a king. : 

David inherited a country in ruins. His fellow Southerners recognized him as the new king. But 
Saul’s son, backed by a powerful general, launched a civil war for the throne. Ugly infighting 
followed: intrigue, murder, and treachery. 

Even after David's rivals were eliminated, peace was uneasy, Unless David could heal the 
wounds of war, resentment might smolder in the hearts of the Northerners. David’s decisive 
action showed wisdom and firmness. He justly punished murderers who expected his gratitude. 

He showed respect for his enemies by mourning their deaths. From his first day in office David 
behaved as the king of all the people, not just his loyal followers. The Northern tribes soon came 
over to him, submitting to his fesceent (5:1-3), 

David’s next move was to capture Jerusalem. People said it couldn't be done; mountainous 
Jerusalem was impregnable. David did it, and made Jerusalem his new political and religious 
capital. Located on the border between North and South, Jerusalem symbolized a new national 
unity based on trust in God. 

That was just the beginning. David led the unified tribes to do what they had b: 
of: they defeated the creaded Philistines once and for all. Almost overnight the tab : 
nation of Israel became safe. Secure borders opened expanded trade, and Israel boomed. (David's 
son Solomon reaped most of the wealth from this.) Naturally, David's popularity increased. 


A Murderer and an Adulterer 

But David's reign held ironic tragedies, too. Second Samuel makes no effort to hi 
David could lead a nation but not is own children. His ineffective parenting neesty Gage all 
eens ate bis beatles son Absalom led a rebellion. Second Samuel portrays David 
ote ing his blemishes: he was a murderer and an adulterer and a leader capable of 

Nevertheless, he was Israel's greatest king. Even at his lowest point: 

‘ 8, his great 

conrsetes showed. He was never vengeful with his enemies. He {ook full responsibiinnrs Tad : 

agen, he managed to remember that he had started out as a mere shepherd. He pa e 
only y tl is grace of God—and he believed that God had eve: right to take power te: 

rough his love for God and his sense of astonished oratelubeaas for what God had done for 
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embodiment of the Israel God wanted. Like all truly great leaders, he 
by what he did, but by who he was. 


javie became a living 
I, Kis ‘ountry thrive not just 
made hi 
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How to Read 2 Samuel 


cond Samuel continues, without a break, the 


story begun in 1*Samuel—the two were 


jinally one book. The difference is that David, who once sought only to survive, now seeks to 


‘nily a badly divided count 
ualities. You can study his ife with leadership in 
the cancerous effects of a 


Chapters 21-24 seem to be an appendix, bringin 


reign. Much of 2 Samuel's story is also told in 1 Cl 


PLANS FOR READING 2 SAMUEL 
PLAN 1: An Overview of 2 Samuel in 3 Days 
( Day 1. Read t 


he Introduction to 2 Samuel, and chapter 6, 


His greater responsibilities put extra stress on his 


mind. You can also study chapters 11-20 to see 


leader's private sins and poor family leadership. 


in other important events and facts of David's 
ronicles 11-21, often word for word the same. 


in which the ark of the 


covenant was brought to Jerusalem and David danced before the Lord 
1 Day 2. Read chapter 11, in which David's adultery with Bathsheba led to murder. 


( Day 3. Read chapter 12 for the 

confront David, 
PLAN 2: All of 2 Samuel in 24 Days 
0102030405 
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dramatic account of the prophet Nathan coming to 
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David Hears of Saul’s Death 


After the death of Saul, David returned from 
defeating the Amalekites and stayed in Ziklag 
two days. 2On the third day a man arrived from 
Saul’s camp, with his clothes torn and with dust on 
his head. When he came to David, he fell to the 
ground to pay him honor. 
3Where have*you come from?” David asked 
him. 
He answered, “I have escaped from the Israelite 
camp.” 
4”What happened?” David asked. ‘Tell me.” 
He said, “The men fled from the battle. Many of 
them fell and died. And Saul and his son Jonathan 
are dead.” 
5Then David said to the young man who 
brought him the report, “How do you know that 
Saul and his son Jonathan are dead?” 
6| happened to be on Mount Gilboa,” the 
young man said, “and there was Saul, leaning on 
his spear, with the chariots and riders almost upon 
him. 7When he turned around and saw me, he 
called out to me, and I said, ‘What can | do?’ 
8He asked me, ‘Who are you?” 
“ ‘An Amalekite,’ | answered. 
%Then he said to me, ‘Stand over me and kill 
me! I am in the throes of death, but I’m still alive." 
10”’So I stood over him and killed him, because I 
knew that after he had fallen he could not survive. 
And I took the crown that was on his head and the 


band on his arm and have brought them here to 
my lord.” 

MThen David and all the men with him todk 
hold of their clothes and tore them. They 
mourned and wept and fasted till evening for Saul 
and his son Jonathan, and for the army of the Lorp 
and the house of Israel, because they had fallen by 
the sword. 

13David said to the young man who brought him 
the report, “Where are you from?” 

“| am the son of an alien, an Amalekite/” he 
answered. 

14David asked him, “Why were you not afraid to 
lift your hand to destroy the Lorp’s anointed?” 

15Then David called one of his men and said, 
“Go, strike him down!” So he struck him down, 
and he died. 16For David had said to him, “Your 
blood be on your own head. Your own mouth 
testified against you when you said, “I killed the 
Lorp’s anointed.’ 


David’s Lament for Saul and Jonathan 


17David took up this lament concerning Saul and 
his son Jonathan, 18and ordered that the men of 
Judah be taught this lament of the bow (it is writ- 


ten in the Book of Jashar): “nd wt 
19’Your glory, O Israel, lies slainon your 
heights. — 
How the mighty have fallen! 


” 


20’ Tell it not in Gath, 


2 SAMUEL 1:21 
i lon, 
roclaim it not in the streets of Ashkel 
Jest the daughters of the Philistines be glad, 
lest the daughters of the uncircumcised 
rejoice 
21” mountains of Gilboa, f 
may you have neither dew nor rain, 
nor fields that yield offerings of grain,. 
For there the shield of the mighty was defiled, 
the shield of Saul—no longer rubbed with 
oil. 
22From the blood of the slain, 
from the flesh of the mighty, 
the bow of Jonathan did not turn back, = 
the sword of Saul did not return unsatisfied. 


23”Saul and Jonathan— ; 
in life they were loved and gracious, 


and in death they were not parted. 
They were swifter than eagles, 
they were stronger than lions. 
24”O daughters of Israel, 
weep for Saul, 
who clothed you in scarlet and finery, 
who adorned your garments with ornaments 
of gold. 
25’"How the mighty have fallen in battle! 
Jonathan lies slain on your heights. 
26I grieve for you, Jonathan my brother; 
you were very dear to me. 
Your love for me was wonderful, 
more wonderful than that of women. 


2”"How the mighty have fallen! 
The weapons of war have perished!” 


David Anointed King Over Judah 


In the course of time, David inquired of the 
Lorp. ‘Shall | go up to one of the towns of 
Judah?” he asked 

The Lorp said, “Go up.” 

David asked, “Where shall | go?” 

“To Hebron,” the Lorp answered. 

250 David went up there with his two wives, 
Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the widow of Na- 
bal of Carmel. 3David also took the men who were 
with him, each with his family, and they settled in 
Hebron and its towns. 4Then the men of Judah 
came to Hebron and there they anointed David 
king over the house of Judah. 

When David was told that it was the men of 
Jabesh Gilead who had buried Saul, She sent mes- 

sengers to the men of Jabesh Gilead to say to them, 
“The Lorp bless you for showing this kindness to 
Saul your master by burying him. 6May the Lorp 
now show you kindness and faithfulness, and I 
too will show you the same favor because you have 
done this. 7Now then, be strong and brave, for 
Saul your master is dead, and the house of Judah 
has anointed me king over them.” 


War Between the Houses of David and 
Saul 


8Meanwhile, Abner son of Ner, 


“9 Or Asher 
taken up the pursuit of their brothers; or spoken, tt 


the commander 


"16 Helkath Hazzurim means field of daggers or field of hostilities, 
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of Saul’s army, had taken Ish-Bosheth son of Saul 


id t him over to Mat : . 
him eae Gilead, Ashuri® and Jezreel, and 


“phraim, Benjamin and all Israel. 
A Ditties son of Saul was forty years old 
when he became king over Israel, and he reigned 
two years. The house of Judah, however, i 
David. ''The length of time David was king in 
Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years 
and six months. 

12Abner son of Ner, together with the men of 
Ish-Bosheth son of Saul, left Mahanaim and went 
to Gibeon. 13Joab son of Zeruiah and David's men 
went out and met them at the pool of Gibeon. One 
group sat down on one side of the pool and one 
group on the other side. : 

“Then Abner said to Joab, “Let’s have some of 
the young men get up and fight hand to hand in 
front of us.” 

“All right, let them do it,” Joab said. 

15S0 they stood up and were counted off— 
twelve men for Benjamin and Ish-Bosheth son of 
Saul, and twelve for David. 16Then each man 
grabbed his opponent by the head and thrust his 
dagger into his opponent's side, and they fell 
down together. So that place in Gibeon was called 
Helkath Hazzurim.? 

17The battle that day was very fierce, and Abner 
and the men of Israel were defeated by David's 
men. 

18The three sons of Zeruiah were there: Joab, 
Abishai and Asahel. Now Asahel was as fleet-foot- 
ed as a wild gazelle. 19He chased Abner, turning 
neither to the right nor to the left as he pursued 
him. 2°Abner looked behind him and asked, “Is 
that you, Asahel?”’ 

“Tt is,” he answered. 

21Then Abner said to him, “Turn aside to the 
right or to the left; take on one of the young men 
and strip him of his weapons.” But Asahel would 
not stop chasing him. ¥ 

22Again Abner warned Asahel, “Stop chasing 
me! Why should I strike you down? How could I 
look your brother Joab in the face?” 

23But Asahel refused to give up the pursuit; so 
Abner thrust the butt of his spear into Asahel’s 
stomach, and the spear came out through his back. 
He fell there and died on the spot. And every man 
stopped when he came to the place where Asahel 
had fallen and died. 

24But Joab and Abishai pursued Abner, and as 
the sun was setting, they came to the hill of Am- 
mah, near Giah on the way to the wasteland of 
Gibeon. 2Then the men of Benjamin rallied be- 
hind Abner. They formed themselves into a group 
and took their stand on top of a hill, 

26Abner called out to Joab, “Must the sword 
devour forever? Don’t you realize that this will end 
in bitterness? How long before you order } 
m7 oe Pursuing their brothers?” 

loab answered, “As surely as God lives, 

had not spoken, the men pri have pri 
the pursuit of their until morning.«’” 


“27 Or spoken this morning, the men would not have 


he men would have given up the pursuit of their brothers by morning 
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een the house of Saul and the 

Javed lasted a long time. David grew 

stronger, while the house of Saul 
weaker 

m to David in Hebron: 

was Amnon the son of Ahin- 

reel 

wd. Kaleab the son of Abigail the 

Nabal of Carmel 

Absalom the son of Maacah 
King ot Geshur; 

h the son of Haggith; 

phatiah the son of Abital; 

he sixth, Ithream the son of David's 

wife Egiah 

These were born to David in Hebron. 


‘oes Over to David 


.e war between the house of Saul and 
se of David, Abner had been strengthening 
n position in the house of Saul. 7Now Saul 
ncubine named Rizpah daughter of 
Bosheth said to Abner, “Why did 
my father’s concubine?” 

was very angry because of what Ish- 
and he answered, “Am I a dog’s 
ah’s side? This very day I am loyal to 
sour father Saul and to his family and 
handed you over to David. Yet 
se me of an offense involving this 


Abner G 


d 2 Or 
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NT 
3:7 Women in Politics 
in David's time, women were political symbols. 
Abner’s sleeping with Saul’s concubine would have 
‘ed that he had his eyes on becoming king 
himself. Later, when Absalom drove his father 
David out of Jerusalem, he slept with David’s 
concubines in public, demonstrating to all eyes 
that he had taken over from his father (16:22). 
David sometimes may have married for political 
benefit. One wife, Absalom’s mother (verse 3), was 
a princess from a neighboring country; the 
marriage undoubtedly promoted good foreign 
relations. David’s request that Michal be returned 
to him (though she had remarried, verses 14-16) 
made political sense: an alliance with Saul’s 
daughter would tie Saul’s family to the palace. 
————_—— 


£29 Or morning; ox ravine 
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weverely, if 1 do not do for David what the Loap 
promised him on oath Wand transfer the kingdom. 
from the house of Saul and establish David's 
throne over Israel and Judah from Dan to Beer 
sheba.”’ UIsh-Bosheth did not dare to say another 
word to Abner, because he was afraid of him, 

WwThen Abner sent messengers on his behalf to 
say to David, “Whose land is it? Make an agree- 
ment with me, and | will help you bring all Israel 
over to you.” 

1Good,” said David. “Ll will make an agree~ 
ment with you, But | demand one thing of you: Do 
not come into my presence unless you bring Mi- 
chal daughter of Saul when you come to see me.” 
Then David sent messengers to Ish-Bosheth son 
of Saul, demanding, “Give me my wife Michal, 
whom | betrothed to myself for the price of a hun- 
dred Philistine foreskins.”” 

15So Ish-Bosheth gave orders and had her taken 
away from her husband Paltiel son of Laish. !6Her 
husband, however, went with her, weeping be- 
hind her all the way to Bahurim. Then Abner said 
to him, “Go back home!” So he went back. 

17Abner conferred with the elders of Israel and 
said, “For some time you have wanted to make 
David your king. !8Now do it! For the Lorp prom- 
ised David, ‘By my servant David I will rescue my 
people Israel from the hand of the Philistines and 
from the hand of all their enemies.’ ” 

18Abner also spoke to the Benjamites in person. 
Then he went to Hebron to tell David everything 
that Israel and the whole house of Benjamin want- 
ed to do. When Abner, who had twenty men 
with him, came to David at Hebron, David pre~ 
pared a feast for him and his men. 2/Then Abner 
said to David, “Let me goat once and assemble all 
Israel for my lord the king,,so that they may make 
acompact with you, and that you may rule over all 
that your heart desires.” So David sent Abner 
away, and he went in peace. 


Joab Murders Abner 


22Just then David’s men and Joab returned from 
a raid and brought with them a great deal of plun- 
der. But Abner was no longer with David in He- 
bron, because David had sent him away, and he 
had gone in peace. 3When Joab and all the sol- 
diers with him arrived, he was told that Abner son 
of Ner had come to the king and that the king had 
sent him away and that he had gone in peace. 

24So Joab went to the king and said, ‘What have 
you done? Look, Abner came to you. Why did you 
let him go? Now he is gone! >You know Abner son 
of Ner; he came to deceive you and observe your 
movements and find out everything you are do- 
ing.” 
26Joab then left David and sent messengers after 
Abner, and they brought him back from the well of 
Sirah. But David did not know it. 27Now when 
‘Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside 
into the gateway, as though to speak with him 
privately. And there, to avenge the blood of his 
brother Asahel, Joab stabbed him in the stomach, 
and he died. 


the meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain 
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osLater, when David heard about this, he said, 

Land my kingdom are forever innocent before the 
Lor concerning the blood of Abner san of Ner 
May his blood fall upon the head of Joab and 
wpon all his fatver's house! May Joab’s house nev 
er be without someone who has a running sore or 
Jeprosy or who leans On a crutch oF who falls by 
the sword or who lacks food,” 

S\Joaband his brother Abishai murdered Abner 
because he had killed their brother Agahel in the 
battle at Gibeon,) 

“Then David said to Joab and all the people 
with him, “Tear your clothes and put on sackcloth 
and walk in mourning in front of Abner." King 
David himself walked behind the bier, 2 They bur- 
ted Abner in Hebron, and the king wept aloud at 
Abner’s tomb. All the people wept also. 

“The King sang this lament for Abner 


Should Abner have died as the lawless die? 
“Your hands were not bound, 
your feet were not fettered, 
You fell as one falls before wieked men 


And all the people wept over him again 
SThen they all came and urged David to eat 
something while it was still day; but David took an 


oath, saying, “May God deal with me, be it ever so | 
NM 


ly, uf] taste bread or anything else before the 
1 sets! 

“SAI the people took note and were pleased; 
indeed, everything the king did pleased them, 
“So on that day all the people and all Israel knew 
that the king had no part in the murder of Abner 
son of Ner 

“Then the king said to his men, “Do you not 
realize that a prince and a great man has fallen in 
Israel this day? And today, though | am the 
anointed king, | am weak, and these sons of Zeru- 
iah are too strong for me. May the Lorp repay the 
evildoer according to his evil deeds!’ 


Ish-Bosheth Murdered 


4 When Ish-Bosheth son of Saul heard that Ab- 
4 ner had died in rlebron, he lost courage, and 
all Israel became alarmed. 2Now Saul’s son had 
two men who were leaders of raiding bands. One 
was named Baanah and the other Recab; they were 
sons of Rimmon the Beerothite from the tribe of 
Benjamin—Beeroth is considered part of Benja- 
mun, “because the people of Beeroth fled to Gittaim 
and have lived there as aliens to this day 

‘Jonathan son of Saul had a son who was lame 
in both feet. He was five years old when the news 
about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel. His 
nurse picked him up and fled, but as she hurried to 

eave, he fell and became crippled. His name was 
Mephibosheth.) 

Now Recab and Baanah, the sons of Rimmon 
the Beerothite, set out for the house of Ish- 
Bosheth, and they arrived there in the heat of the 
day while he was taking his noonday rest. 6 
went into the inner part of the house as if to get 
some w heat, and they stabbed him in the stomach. 
Then Recab and his brother Baanah shipped away. 


su 


429 The Hebrew "wand as used for various diseases atfecting the shirt necensadylepesoy 


"They had gone into the house while he was 
iving an the bed in his bedroom. =. 
stabbed and killed him, they cut off his 
ing it Ree ll they facies by 

he Arabah. ey 

Bosheth to David at Hebron and said to be 
“Here is the head of Ish-Bosheth son of Saul, ber 
enemy, who tried to take your life. This rer pce! 
Loxp has avenged my lord the king against 
and his offspring.” 

"David ened Recab and his brother Baanah, 
the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, “As 
the Lorp lives, who has delivered me out of all 
trouble, when a man told me, ‘Saul is dead, 
thought he was bringing good news, I seized him 
and put him to death in Ziklag. That was the re- 
ward I gave him for his news! How much more— 
when wicked men have killed an innocent man in 
his own house and on his own bed—should I not 
now demand his blood from your hand and rid the 
earth of you!” 

1250 David gave an order to his men, and they 
killed them. They cut off their hands and feet and 
hung the bodies by the pool in Hebron. But they 
took the head of Ish-Bosheth and buried it in Ab- 
ner’s tomb at Hebron, 


‘David Becomes King Over Israel 


All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron 
and said, ‘We are your own flesh and blood. 
2[n the past, while Saul was king over us, you were 
the one who led Israel on their military 5 
And the Lorp said to you, ‘You will shepherd my 
people Israel, and you will become their ruler.’ ” 
3When all the elders of Israel had come to King 
David at Hebron, the king made a compact with 
them at Hebron before the Lorp, and they anoint- 
ed David king over Israel. 

‘David was thirty years old when he became 
king, and he reigned forty years. 5In Hebron he 
reigned over Judah seven years and six months, 
and in Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and 
Judah thirty-three years. 


David Conquers Jerusalem 


6The king and his men marched to Jerusalem to 
attack the Jebusites, who lived there. The Jebusites 
said to David, “You will not get in here; even the 
blind and the lame can ward you off.” They 
thought, “David cannot get in here.’’ 
pre captured the fortress of Zion, the City 
of David. 


On that day, David said, “Anyone who con- 
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quers the Jebusites will have to use the water 
hatte to reach those lame and blind’ who are 
David's enemies.” That is why they say, “The 
blind and lame’ will not enter the palace, 
David then took UP. residence in the fortress 
dir the City of David. He buill up the area 
sround it, fom the supporting terraces! inward, 
And he became more and more powerful, be- 
cause the Loxp God Almighty was with him, 
Now Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to 
David, along with cedar logs and carpenters and 
stonemasons, and they built a palace for David 
2 And David knew that the Lorp had established 
him as king over Israel and had exalted his king- 
dom for the sake of his people Israel. 
laAfter he left Hebron, David took more concu» 
bines and wives in Jerusalem, and more sons and 
daughters were born to him, “These are the 
names of the children born to him there: Sham- 
mua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, !5Ibhar, Elishua, 
Nepheg, Japhia, !Elishama, Bliada and Eliphelet. 


and calle 


David Defeats the Philistines 


\7When the Philistines heard that David had 
been anointed king over Israel, they went up in full 
force to search for him, but David heard about it 
and went down to the stronghold. !8Now the Phil- 
istines had come and spread out in the Valley of 
Rephaim; !9so David inquired of the Lorp, “Shall 1 
go and attack the Philistines? Will you hand them 
over to me?” 

The Lorp answered him, “Go, for | will surely 
hand the Philistines over to you.” 
20So David went to Baal Perazim, and there he 
defeated them. He said, “As waters break out, the 
Lorp has broken out against my enemies before 
me.” So that place was called Baal Perazim.4 2!The 
Philistines abandoned their idols there, and David 
and his men carried them off. 
2Once more the Philistines came up and spread 
out in the Valley of Rephaim; “so David inquired 
of the Lorv; and he answered, “Do not go straight 
up, but circle around behind them and attack them 
in front of the balsam trees. 24As soon as you hear 
the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam 
trees, move quickly, because that will mean the 
Lorp has gone out in front of you to strike the 
Philistine army.” 25So David did as the Lop com- 
manded him, and he struck down the Philistines 
all the way from Gibeoné to Gezer. 


The Ark Brought to Jerusalem 


David again brought together out of Israel cho- 

sen men, thirty thousand in all. 2He and all his 
men set out from Baalah of Judahf to bring up 
from there the ark of God, which is called by the 
Name,s the name of the Lorp Almighty, who is 
enthroned between the cherubim that are on the 
ark. 3They set the ark of God on a new cart and 
brought it from the house of Abinadab, which was 
#8. Or use scaling hooks 8 Or are hated by David 


“25 Septuagint (see also 1 Chron. 14:16); Hebrew Geba 
42 Hebrew, Septuagint and Vulgate do not have the Name. 


against Uzzah “17 Traditionally peace offerings; also in verse 18 


9 Or the Millo 
n? eta, Kia Jens Hae a variant of Baalish of Judah 
34 id Sea Scrolls and some: 
cart 4and they brought it with the ark of God from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill ee ee ea 
Chronicles 13:8; Masoretic Text celebrating before the Lorn with all kinds of instruments made of pine. 


2 SAMUEL 6:21 

on the hill, Uzzah and Abio, bons of Abinadab, 
were guiding the new cart with the ark of God on 
it) and Ahio was walking in front of it. David 
and tne whole house of Israel were 
with all their might before the Loo, with song! 
and with harps, lyres, tambourines, slstrams and 
cymbals, 

6When they came to the threshing floor of Naw 
con, Uzzah reached out and took hold of the ark of 
God, because the oxen stumbled. 7The Lono’s ane 
ger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent 
act; therefore Giod struck him down and he died 
there beside the ark of God. 

4Then David was angry because the Loxp’s 
wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and to this 
day that place is called Perez Uzzah.J 

5David was afraid of the Loxp that day and said, 
“How can the ark of the Logp ever come to me?” 
10He was not willing to take the ark of the Loxp to 
be with him in the City of David. Instead, he took 
it aside to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. 
11The ark of the Lorp remained in the house of 
Obed-Edom the Gittite for three months, and the 
Lorp blessed him and his entire household. 

2Now King David was told, “The Lorp has 
blessed the household of Obed-Edom and every- 
thing he has, because of the ark of God.” So David 
went down and brought up the ark of God from 
the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with 
rejoicing. 3When those who were carrying the ark 
of the Logp had taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull 
and a fattened calf. “David, wearing a linen 
ephod, danced before the Lop with all his might, 
15while he and the entire house of Israel brought 
up the ark of the Lorp with shouts and the sound 
of trumpets. 

16As the ark of the Lorp was entering the City of 
David, Michal daughter of Saul watched from a 
window. And when she saw King David leaping 
and dancing before the Lorp, she despised him in 
her heart. 

17They brought the ark of the Lorp and set it in 
its place inside the tent that David had pitched for 
it, and David sacrificed burnt offerings and fellow- 
ship offerings‘ before the Lorp. 18After he had 
finished sacrificing the burnt offerings and fellow- 
ship offerings, he blessed the people in the name 
of the Lorp Almighty. !Then he gave a loaf of 
bread, a cake of dates and a cake of raisins to each 
person in the whole crowd of Israelites, both men 
and women. And all the people went to their 
homes. 4 

2When David returned home to bless his 
household, Michal daughter of Saul came out to 
meet him and said, “How the king of Israel has 
distinguished himself today, disrobing in the sight 
of the slave girls of his servants as any vulga 
fellow would!” 

21David said to Michal, “It was before the Loxp 
who chose me rather than your father or anyon 


420 Baal Perazim means the lord who breaks out. 


15 See Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint and 1 
18 Perez Uzzah means outbreak 
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wer Gays are over and you rest with your 
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ced you. who will come from your own 
seeiv. and | will establish his kingdom. “He is 
che one who will build a house for my Name, 
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ec §l will be his father, and he will be 
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"Your house and your kingdom will endure 


Tracey edges 


tle Some Hebrew manuscnp® and Septuagint; most Hebrew: 
ne Ceres 1721 Hebrew wonders for your land and before your peopie, whom you redeemed from Egypt. 


20 Lowe Almighty, God of Israel you” 
have revealed this to your servant, saying, “E 
will build a house for you.” So your seevant: 
has found courage to offer this prayer. 
SO Sovereign Loxo, you are! Yourwords — 
are trustworthy, and you have promised these 
good things to your servant. SNow de 
pleased to bless the house of your servant, 
that vt may continue forever in your sight for 
you, O Sovereign Lop, have spoken, and. 
with your blessing the house of your servant ‘ 


will be blessed forever.” ~ Dl 

7:16 God's Great Promise 

The Lord’s to sustain David's 

fe sa Israel would never lack the “44 
ip they needed. God never 

voided this promise. Even after Israel was 

conquered and lost political 

Israelites were still looking for a a al 

we ~~ 
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David's Victories 


In the course of time, Davie defeated the Phil: 
istines and subdued them, and he took Methes, 


Ammah from the control of the Philistines 
2David also defeated the Moabites, He made 
them lie down on the ground and measured them 


off with a length of cord, Every two lengthn of 
them were put to death, and the third length war 


allowed to live, So the Moabites became subject to 
David and brought tribute 
‘Moreover, David fought Hadadeger san of 


Rehob, king of Zobah, when he went to restore his 
control along the Buphrates River, ‘David cap: 
tured « thousand of his chariots, seven thousand 
charioteerst and twenty thousand foot soldiers, 
He hamstrung all but a hundred of the chariot 
horses. 

‘When the Arameans of Damascus came to help 
Hadadezer king of Zobah, David struck down 
twenty-two thousand of them, ¢He put garrisons 
in the Aramean kingdom of Damascus, and the 
Arameans became subject to him and brought tribe 
ute. The Lorp gave David victory wherever he 
went 

"David took the gold shields that belonged to 
the officers of Hadadezer and brought them. to 
Jerusalem. 8From Tebah? and Berothai, towns 
that belonged to Hadadezer, King David took a 
great quantity of bronze. 

°When Tour king of Hamath heard that David 
had defeated the entire army of Hadadezer, Whe 
sent his son Joramé to King David to greet him and 
congratulate him on his victory in battle over Had- 
adezer, who had been at war with Tou, Joram 
brought with him articles of silver and gold and 
bronze. 

King David dedicated these articles to the 
Lorp, as he had done with the silver and gold from 
all the nations he had subdued: 2Edome and 
Moab, the Ammonites and the Philistines, and 
Amalek. He also dedicated the plunder taken from 
Hadadezer son of Rehob, king of Zobah. 

13And David became famous after he returned 
from striking down eighteen thousand Edomitesf 
in the Valley of Salt. 

14He put garrisons throughout Edom, and all 
the Edomites became subject to David. The Lorp 
gave David victory wherever he went. 


8:4 Not Ready for Chariots 


Chariots were as great an innovation in weaponry 
as were guns centuries later. However, chariots 
required trained charioteers. Since David 
hamstrung all but 100 chariot horses, he may have 
lacked such trained personnel. Israel could defend 
the mountains, where chariots were of little use, 
but they were not ready to take on big armies on 
the surrounding plains. 


#4 Septuagint (see also Dead Sea Scrolls and 1 Chron. 18:4); Masoretic Text captured seventeen hundred of his charioteers 
9 Hebrew Tui, a variant of Tow; also in verse 10 


Septuagint manuscripts (see also 1 Chron. 18:8); Hebrew Betah, 
variant of Hadoram 
Aram 


Arameans) #18 Or were priests 


2OAMUEL O15 
David's Officials “ 


JoDavid reigned over all lireel, doing what war 
junt and right for all hie Mout won of Zatte 
lah wae over the army; Jehoshaphat sor of Ajihud 
wan recorder Zadok son of Abitub and Aline 
lech son of Ablathar were prientay Gerilah Wa ee 
etary, Benalsh son holada was over the 
Kerethites and Pelethites; and David's sone were 
royal advisers” 


David and Mephibosheth 
9 David asked, “Is there anyone sil left of the 
on 


house of Saul to whom Lean show kindness tor 
nathan’s sake?’ 

2Now there was a servant of Saul’s household 
named Ziba, They called him to appear before Dar 
vid, and the king sald to him, “Are you Ziba?” 

“Your servant,” he replied. 

‘The king asked, “Is there no one still left of the 
house of Saul to whom | can show God's kind- 
ness?” 

Ziba answered the king, “There is still a son of 
Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet.” 

«Where is he?” the king asked. 

Ziba answered, “He is at the house of Makir son 
of Ammiel in Lo Debar.’« 

5So King David had him brought from Lo Debar, 
from the house of Makir son of Ammiel. 

6When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son 
of Saul, came to David, he bowed down to pay him 
honor. 

David said, “Mephibosheth!”” 

“Your servant,” he replied. 

7Don’t be afraid,” David said to him, “for I will 
surely show you kindness for the sake of your 
father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land 
that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you 
will always eat at my table.”” 

§Mephibosheth bowed down and said, “What is 
your servant, that you should notice a dead dog 
like me?”’ 

9Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul’s servant, 
and said to him, “I have given your master’s 
grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his 
family. !0You and your sons and your servants are 
to farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so 
that your master’s grandson may be provided for. 
And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will 
always eat at my table.” (Now Ziba had fifteen 
sons and twenty servants.) 

l1Then Ziba said to the king, “Your servant will 
do whatever my lord the king commands his ser- 
vant to do.” So Mephibosheth ate at David's’ ta- 
ble like one of the king’s sons. 

12Mephibosheth had a young son named Mica, 
and all the members of Ziba’s household were 
servants of Mephibosheth. 3And Mephibosheth 
lived in Jerusalem, because he always ate at the 
king’s table, and he was crippled in both feet. 


*8 Seesome 
410A 


‘12 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint and Syriac (see also 1 Chron. 18:11); most Hebrew manuscripts 
‘13 A few Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint and Syriac (see also 1 Chron, 18:12); most Hebrew manuscripts Aram (that is, 
*11 Septuagint; Hebrew my 
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Went back home. "The woman con a 
Sword to David, saying, “ham Progra a ris og 
#50 David sent this word to Joab: a 
Udiah the Hittite,” And Joab sent him . its 3 
When Uriah came to him, David asked hi iS 
Joab was, how the soldiers were and how # rides 
was going. ‘Then David said to Uriah, ‘Go Pee 
to your house and wash your feet, So Uriah le! 
the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after 
him, But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace 
with all his master’s servants and did not go down 
to his house 
WWhen David was told, “Uriah did not go 
home,” he asked him, “Haven't you just come 
from a distance? Why didn’t you go home’ en 
WUriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and 
Judah are staying in tents, and my master Joab and 
my lord’s men are camped in the open fields. How 
could | go to my house to eat and drink and lie with 
ay wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a 
8" 
Then David said to him, “Stay here one more 
day, and tomorrow | will send you back.” So Uriah 
remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. At 


jrathateba + . 

ac the Cine: when kings 0: ' , 

‘yaont Joab out with eae nm 
David 


fre anne 


David's invitation, he ate and drank with him, and 
David made him drunk. But in the evening Uriah> 
went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s 


servants; he did not go home. 


M4In g David wrote a letter to Joab and 
sent it with Uriah. '5in it he wrote, “Put Uriah in 


fa 


ua 


11:11 A Military Hero ' 


Israelite soldiers had no sexual relations while they 


a 
‘ 
« 


were or battle. (See, for instance, 1. 
Samuel 21:5.) Uriah refused to sleep with 
Bathsheba because he remembered duty before _ 
pleasure. He is mentioned (in 23:39) as one of the 
Thirty, a group of leading warriors under David. = 
: hhorsemen ——¢4 Orwith her. 
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foisted giving the king tht unt of the battle, 
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Why cid you getse close to the elty to fight? 
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2 SAMUEL 11:24 


the wall? Who killed Abimelech son of Jerub- 
Heahethe? Didn't a women throw an upper 
atone on hin fram the wall, #0 that he died in 
Thebex? Why did you get so close to the wall?’ If he 
anke you this, then aay to him, ‘Also, your servant 
Urial the Hittite in dead!” . 

2 The messenger set out, and when he arrived 
he told David everything Joab had sent him to say. 
OThe messenger said to David, “The men over- 
powered us and came out against us in the open, 
but we drove them back to the entrance to the city 
yate. “Then the archers shot arrows at your ser- 
vents from the wall, and some of the king’s men 
died. Moreover, your servant Uriah the Hittite is 


dead,” 


What is, Gideon) 


Adultery and Murder ° 


The king could do as be pleased—or so he thought 


David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the Loko lives, the man who 
.. Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man!“ 12:5,7 


A’ ancient and enduring tradition teaches that the peopl on pep ameke the hat don't 
ollowed this course, taking the women 


did this deserves to die!” , 
have to live by them. Lots of leaders in history have 
they wanted, the money they wanted, the privileges they wanted. 

Nobody, therefore, challenged David's right to sleep with another man’s wife. David saw 
Bathsheba, lusted for her, and sent for her: as far as we know neither his servants nor Bathsheba 
lodged a protest. Only when she got pregnant did a problem arise. Then David, who had had no 
thought of marrying Bathsheba, found himself in a jam. He called her husband, Uriah, home on 
leave from tie army, hoping that Uriah would sleep with his wife and later be unable to prove the 
child belonged to another father. ‘ 

Uriah’s single-minded devotion to duty spoiled David's plan. David rewarded Uriah with 
murder, Again, not a word of protest was filed: what the king wanted the king got, no questions 
asked. The murder of Uriah took other good men with him, but David showed no regrets. He was 
at his worst: cold as iron, arrogant in his power. 

After a mourning period, Bathsheba came into his house and he married her. A good many 
peop!2 must have known what had happened—the servants knew, at any rate—but the Bible 
doesn’t report that any of them were displeased. It only says, ‘The thing David had done 


displeased the Lorp” (11:27), 


Who Will Challenge the King? 

Who would have the courage—or the authority—to challenge the king? In most nations, no 
one, But Israel had this distinctive: its ultimate king was not David, but God. And God had his 
spokesmen, the prophets. He sent Nathan to David. 7 

Nathan cleverly captivated David with'a heartrending story about a rich man who had abused 
his power. He offered the case to David, the highest judge in Israel. David knew exactly how to 
judge such a case: the man deserved death! When he said so, Nathan turned David's own 
judgment around: “You are the man!” 4 

In this dramatic scene David's greatness showed itself. He could easily have had Nathan killed. 
Or he could have laughed and shown him out of the palace. Instead, “David said to Nathan, ‘I 
have sinned against the Loko’ ” (12:13). David recognized that God was the true king of Israel. 

Nathan’s confrontation with David set the standard for centuries of conflict between kings and 

rophets, Time and again an Old Testament prophet went to the palace—sometimes risking his 
ife—and told the king that God would punish him for what he was doing. The kings, rich and 
pavenu! by birth, did not have to listen. In fact, they rarely did. David was a great king partly 
ecause He did not act with the normal pride of a king. When confronted with the truth he 
repented. 
Life Questions: What determines your choices? Your own desires? Or your understanding of God’s 
will? Think of some recent decisions you have made and apply this question to them. 
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war dead, 

Yes,” they replied, 

avThen David got up from the 
had washed, pul on lotions 
clothes, he went into the house 

ped, Then he went to hie: 
served him food, and he ate. 
asked him, “Why are you 

ahis way? While the child wasalive, you fasted 
wept, but now that the child is 
and eat!” 

2He answered, “ 
I fasted and wept. I 


loved him; 2Sand because 
sent word through Nathan the 


28Now muster the rest of the 
the city and capture it. Otherwise 


brought 
ing them to labor 


ing. He did this to all the Ammonite towns, 
David and his entire army returned to 


Amnon and Tamar . . ~ 
13.2 Aneon enteeeen 
fell in love with Tamar, the beautiful 
of Absalom son of David. : = 
2Amnon became frustrated to the: 
‘on account of his sister Tamar, for 
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and it seemed impossible for him to do anything to 

her 

3Now Amnon had a friend named Jonadab son 
of Shimeah, David's brother. Jonadab was a very 
shrewd man. #He asked Amnon, “Why do you, 
the king’s son, look so haggard morning after 
morning? Won't you tell me?” i 

Amnon said to him, “I'm in love with Tamar, 
my brother Absalom’s sister.” 

5/'(.0 to bed and pretend to be ill,” Jonadab said. 
“When your father comes to see you, say to him, I 
would like my sister Tamar to come and give me 
something to eat. Let her prepare the food in my 
sight so | may watch her and then eat it from her 
hand.’ “ 

So Amnon lay down and pretended to be ill. 
When the king came to see him, Amnon said to 
him, “I would like my sister Tamar to come and 
make some special bread in my sight, so I may eat 
from her hand.” 

7David sent word to Tamar at the palace: “Go to 
the house of your brother Amnon and prepare 
some food for him.” 8So Tamar went to the house 
of her brother Amnon, who was lying down. She 
took some dough, kneaded it, made the bread in 
his sight and baked it. 7Then she took the pan and 
served him the bread, but he refused to eat. 

“Send everyone out of here,” Amnon said. So 

everyone left him. “Then Amnon said to Tamar, 
“Bring the food here into my bedroom so I may eat 
from your hand.” And Tamar took the bread she 
had prepared and brought it to her brother Amnon 
in his bedroom. !!But when she took it to him to 
eat, he grabbed her and said, “Come to bed with 
me, my sister.” 

12Don’‘t, my brother!” she said to him. “Don’t 

force me. Such a thing should not be done in Israel! 
Don’t do this wicked thing. SWhat about me? 
Where could I get rid of my disgrace? And what 
about you? You would be like one of the wicked 
fools in Israel. Piease speak to the king; he will not 
keep me from being married to you * 14But he 
refused to listen to her, and since he was stronger 
than she, he raped her 

15Then Amnon hated her with intense hatred. In 
fact, he hated her more than he had loved her. 
Amnon said to her, “Get up and get out!” 

No!” she said to him. “Sending me away 
would be a greater wrong than what you have 
already done to me.” 

But he refused to listen to her. !7He called his 
personal servant and said, “Get this woman out of 
here and bolt the door after her.” !8So his servant 
put her out and bolted the door after her. She was 
wearing a richly ornamented robe, for this was 
the kind of garment the virgin daughters of the 
king wore. !STamar put ashes on her head and tore 
the ornamented? robe she was wearing. She put 

her hand on her head and went away, weeping 
aloud as she went 

2%Her brother Absalom said to her, “Has that 
Amnon, your brother, been with you? Be quiet 
now, my sister; he is your brother. Don’t take this 
418 The meaning of the Hebrew for this phrase is uncertain, 


34 Septuagint: Hebrew does not have this sentence. 
the sperst of, Dawad the iamg 


2 SAMUEL 13:39 
thing to heart.” And Tamar lived in her brother 
Absalom’s house, a desolate woman. 

21When King David heard all this, he was furi- 
ous. ZAbsalom never said 4 word to Amnon, 


Absalom Kills Amnon 

ZTwo years later, when Absalom’s sheep- 
shearers were at Baal Hazor near the border of 
Ephraim, he invited all the king’s sons to come 
there. 24Absalom went to.the king and said, “Your 
servant has had shearers come. Will the king and 
his officials please join me” 

No, my son,” the king replied. “All of us 
should not go; we would only be a burden to you.” 
Although Absalom urged him, he still refused to 
go, but gave him his blessing. 

2%Then Absalom said, “If not, please let my 
brother Amnon come with us.” 

The king asked him, “Why should he go with 
you?” But Absalom urged him, so he sent with 
him Amnon and the rest of the king’s sons. 

28Absalom ordered his men, “Listen! When Am- 
non is in high spirits from drinking wine and I say 
to you, ‘Strike Amnon down,’ then kill him. Don’t 
be afraid. Have not I given you this order? Be 
strong and brave.” So Absalom’s men did to Am- 
non what Absalom had ordered. Then all the 
king’s sons got up, mounted their mules and fled. 

30While they were on their way, the report came 
to David: “Absalom has struck down all the king’s 
sons; not one of them is left.” 3! The king stood up, 
tore his clothes and lay down on the ground; and 
all his servants stood by with their clothes torn. 

32But Jonadab son of Shimeah, David's brother, 
said, ‘My lord should not think that they killed all 
the princes; only Amnon is dead. This has been 
Absalom’s expressed intention ever since the day 
Amnon raped his sister Tamar. My lord the king 
should not be concerned about the report that all 
the king’s sons are dead. Only Amnon is dead.” 

Meanwhile, Absalom had fled. 

Now the man standing watch looked up and 
saw many people on the road west of him, coming 
down the side of the hill. The watchman went and 
told the king, “I see men in the direction of Horo- 
naim, on the side of the hill.“« ; 

SJonadab said to the king, “See, the king’s sons 
pet ct it has happened just as your servant 

3As he finished speaking, the king’s sons came 
in, wailing loudly. The king, too, and all his ser- 
vants wept very bitterly, : 

Absalom fled and went to Talmai son of Am- 
mihud, the king of Geshur. But King David 
mourned for his son every day. 

38After Absalom fied and went to Geshur, he 
stayed there three years. ®And the spirit of the 
king? longed to go to Absalom, for he was con- 
soled concerning Amnon’s death. t' 
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would aay to bien, “Leek yunit Cairns ate atid Ad 
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hear you." sAnd Absalon would add, HW ony I 
were appointed judge in the land! Then everyone 
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the hearts of the meri of lerael 
7At the end of fourt years, Abralonn said to the 


king, “Let me yo to Hebron and tultitt » vow f 
made to the Lone, "While your servant war hing, 
at Geshur in Aram, | made this vow: “the Lowe 
takes me back to jerusalem, 1 will worship the 


Loup in Hebron” ” 
vThe king said to him, “Ge in peace” Oo We 


went to Hebron 

Then Absalom sent seeret messengers 
throughout the tribes of Israel to vay, “he CH 
you hear the sound of the trumpets, then say, 
“Absalom io king in Hebron.’ ” Two hundred 
men from Jerusalem had accompanied Atralotn, 
They had been invited as guests and went quite 
innocer tly knowing nothing about the matter 
aWhile Absalom was offering sacrifices, he aloo 
sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David's counsel 
or, to come from Giloh, his hometown And w the 
conspiracy gained strength, and Absalor’s fol 


lowing kept on increasing, 


David Flees 

A messenger came and told David, “The 
hearts of the men of Israel are with Absalom.” 

UThen David said to all his officials who were 
with him in Jerusalem, “Come! We must flee, or 
none of us will escape from Absalom. We must 
leave immediately, or he will move quickly to over- 
take us and bring ruin upon us and put the city to 
the sword.” 

ISThe king’s officials answered him, “Your ser 
vants are ready to do whatever our lord the king 
choowes.”” 

The king set out, with his entire household 
following him; but he left ten concubines to take 
care of the palace. '7So the king set out, with all the 
people following him, and they halted at 4 place 
7 Gane Sappuapen manu rigns, ‘aynac 10d Jneegtous; Hater forty 
Hevon “1h Ot Atathar went up 
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often the difference Dating life and death. Because Cal grow, 

major surgery may be needed to save your !il* ae an 
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top Of the ior ented Sa pro was io ensure David's descendants a 

entering unprecedented prosperity, God had pr\"! fort The rest of life appeared as one long 


continuous reign forever, What more could David hope 
celebration. 
The Cancer Grows : 
i tiful 
That celebration never began. One night David caught a glimy Se Ot Sara aay : 


naked body, and impulsively sent for her, The coverup requires 

was an ugly business: ein David admitted it when Nathan confronted him. However, it was soon 

over. He repented. He married Bathsheba. He did not intend to fall to that temptation again. ie 
But the consequences of the sin were far from over. Unknown to David, cancer was Srownna 

his own household. David's oldest son Amnon had an eye for women too. He tricked his 

half-sister Tamar into his bedroom, then raped her. Afterwards, filled with disgust, he threw her 


out 
David was furious, But, maybe because he felt his own sin had robbed him of moral authority, 
he did nothing to punish his son. According to the law (Leviticus 18:9,29), Amnon deserved exile, 


but he got off free. David apparently wanted the matter forgotten. 


A Cold-Blooded Character 
It merely disappeared from view. Absalom waited two full years to avenge his sister's rape. Then 


he murdered Amnon in cold blood. Again David was long on regret, short on punishment. He 
wept over Amnon’s death but perhaps recognized his own responsibility for it. After three years 
David let Absalom return to Jerusalem unpunished; two years later, when Absalom angri : 
demanded either a murder trial or full acceptance back in the palace (14:32), David ki: and 


made up completely. 
Again the cancer disappeared from view. But it was not gone; it grew. Now an nt 
Absalom started a program of public relations designed to make him look better than his aging 
. Taken 


father. At the end of four years, having become quite popular, he set his coup in motion 
completely by surprise, David was driven out of Jerusalem, into the desert. 

The shock seemed to awaken David ThoUER dazed and weeping as he left the city, he had 
enough sense to make some clever plans. When the battle came at last, David's army won 
Absalom was captured and killed vB se eae 


Weeping for His Son 
For David the king, Absalom’'s defeat was a gri i father, orrible 
tragedy. The worst thing that can happen to a ether had Renee on cere os . tried 
to kill him, and in trying, had been killed. David could not stop weepin, over his c n's death 
Joab, his general, warned him that he was insulting the troops who fad fought orn —_ 
David pulled himself together. Piece by piece, he put his ingdom back in orde: : 
conciliatory words to the rebellious leaders of his own tribe. He rewarded his sgn took 
no revenge on any rebel faction, but showed remarkable fairness. A acon tl iy 
but was soon put down. The cancer seemed finally to have pn Its comma malas 
Yet it had not. David had no more trouble with rebellion in his lifeti na after his death 
Solomon killed a brother who he thought was <a for the throne ft'Kines 2 hes 


undermines his work. 


Life Questions: Many ae owt 4! some point, see their well-run lives disintegrate. What enables 


someone to pick up the a David did? 
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his head. “David said to him, “If you go with me, 

you will be a burden to me. “But if you return to 

the city and say to Absalom, ‘T will be your servant, 

O king; | was your father’s servant in the past, but 

now I will be your servant, then you can help me 

by frustrating Ahithophel’s advice, 35Won't the 
priests Zadok and Abiathar be there with you? Tell 
them anything you hear in the king’s palace. 
¥Their two sons, Ahimaaz son of Zadok and Jona- 
than <on of Abiathar, are there with them, Send 
them to me with anything you hear,” 
WSo David's friend Hushai arrived at Jerusalem 
as Absalom was entering the city 
David and Ziba 
16 When David had gone a short distance 
beyond the summit, there was Ziba, the 
steward of Mephibosheth, waiting to meet him. 
He had a string of donkeys saddled and loaded 
with two hundred loaves of bread, a hundred 
cakes of raisins, a hundred cakes of figs and a skin 
of wine 

2The king asked Ziba, “Why have you brought 
these? 

Ziba answered, “The donkeys are for the king’s 
household to ride on, the bread and fruit are for 
the men to eat, and the wine is to refresh those 
who become exhausted in the desert.” 

3The king then asked, “Where is your master’s 
grandson?” 

Ziba said to him, “He is staying in Jerusalem, 
because he thinks, ‘Today the house of Israel will 
give me back my grandfather's kingdom.’ ” 

+Then the king said to Ziba, “All that belonged 
to Mephibosheth is now yours.” 

T humbly bow,” Ziba said. “May I find favor in 
your eyes, my lord the king.” 


Shimei Curses David 

SAs King David approached Bahurim, a man 
from the same clan as Saul’s family came out from 
there. His name was Shimei son of Gera, and he 
cursed as he came out. *He pelted David and all 
the king’s officials with stones, though all the 
troops and the special guard were on David's night 
and left. "As he cursed, Shimei said, “Get out, get 
out, you man of blood, you scoundrel! §The Lorp 
has repaid you for all the blood you shed in the 
household of Saul, in whose place you have 
reigned. The Lorp has handed the kingdom over 
to your son Absalom. You have come to ruin be- 
cause you are a man of blood!” 

SThen Abishai son of Zeruiah said to the king, 

Why should this dead dog curse my lord the 
king? Let me go over and cut off his head.” 

‘But the king said, “What do you and I have in 
common, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing 
because the Lorp said to him, ‘Curse David,’ who 
can ask, ‘Why do you do this?’ 

‘David then said to Abishai and all his officials, 

My son, who is of my own flesh, is trying to take 
my life. How much more, then, this Benjamite! 
Leave him alone; let him curse, for the Lorp has 
told him to. It may be that the Lorp will see my 


#1 Or Let me 2 Owl 
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distress and repay me with good for the cursing I 
am receiving today.” 
1360 David and his men continued the 


road while Shimei was going along the 
opposite him, cursing as he went and 
stones at him and showering him with dirt. “The 


king and all the people with him arrived at their 
destination exhausted. And there he refreshed 
himself. 


The Advice of Huskai and Ahithophel 

I5Meanwhile, Absalom and all the men of Israel 
came to Jerusalem, and Ahithophel was with him. 
16Then Hushai the Arkite, David's friend, went to 
Absalom and said to him, “Long live the king! 
Long live the king!” 

17Absalom asked Hushai, “Is this the love you 
show your friend? Why didn’t you go with your 
friend?” 

18Hushai said to Absalom, “No, the one chosen 
by the Lorn, by these people, and by all the men of _ 
Israel—his I will be, and I will remain with him. 
19Furthermore, whom should I serve? Should J not 
serve the son? Just as I served your father, so | will 
serve you.” 

2Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give us your 
advice. What should we do?” 

21Ahithophel answered, “Lie with your father’s 
concubines whom he left to take care of the palace. 
Then all Israel will hear that you have made your- 
self a stench in your father’s nostrils, and the 
hands of everyone with you will be 
ened.” 2250 they pitched a tent for Absalom on the 
roof, and he lay with his father’s concubines in the 
sight of all Israel. 

Now in those days the advice Ahithophel gave 
was like that of one who inquires of God. That was 
how both David and Absalom regarded all of 
Ahithophel’s advice. Ps ¥ 
1 Ahithophel said to Absalom, “I would 

choose twelve thousand men and set 
tonight in pursuit of David. 21 would? attack 
while he is weary and weak. | would? stri 
with terror, and then all the people with him 
flee. I would? strike down only the king 3and 
bring all the people back to you. The death 
man you seek will mean the return of all; 
people will be unharmed.” ‘This plan seemed 
good to Absalom and to all the elders of Israel. 
5But Absalom said, “Summon also Hushai the 
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has given this advice. Should we dow 
If not, give us your opinion. " 
7Hushai replied to Absalom, “The r 
ophel has given is not good this time: 
your father and his men; they are fight 
fierce as a wild bear robbed of her 1 
your father is an experienced fighter) he 
spend the night with the troops. 9Even ny 
hidden ina cave or some other place. If he 
attack your troops first, whoever hears 
will say, ‘There has been a slaughter amon, 
troops who follow Absalom.’ !Then ey 
bravest soldier, whose heart is like the heart g 
lion, will melt with fear, for all Israel knows 
your father is a fighter and that those with him are 
brave : 
11’So I advise you: Let all Israel, from Dan 
Beersheba—as numerous as the sand on the 
shore—be gathered to you, with you yourself. 
ing them into battle. 17Then we will attack him 
wherever he may be found, and we will fall on him 
as dew settles on the ground. Neither he nor any 
of his men will be left alive. 13If he withdraws into” 
a city, then all Israel will bring ropes to that city, 


and we will drag it down to the valley until not fether,« an Israel 


even a piece of it can be found.” 
14Absalom and all the men of Israel said, “The 
advice of Hushai the Arkite is better than that of 


Ahithophel.” For the Lorp had determined to ~ 


frustrate the good advice of Ahithophel in order to 
bring disaster on Absalom. 

15Hushai told Zadok and Abiathar, the priests, 
“Ahithophel has advised Absalom and the elders. 
of Israel to do such and such, but I have advised 
them to do so and so. 16Now send a message 
immediately and tell David, ‘Do not spend the 
night at the fords in the desert; cross over without 
fail, or the king and all the people with him will be 
swallowed up.’ ” 

17Jonathan and Ahimaaz were staying at En Ro- 
gel. A servant girl was'to go and inform them, and 
they were to go and tell King David, for they could 
not risk being seen entering the city. !8But a young 
man saw them and told Absalom. So the two of 
them left quickly and went to the house of aman in 
Bahurim. He had a well in his courtyard, and they 
climbed down into it. 19His wife took a covering 
and spread it out over the opening of the well and 


a 


17:11 Flattering Advice 

Hushai, one of David's top advisors, slipped into 
Absalom’s camp pretending to have deserted 
David. He deliberately gave bad advice, cleverly 
phrasing it to flatter Absalom. Hushai suggested 
that if Absalom delayed his pursuit of David, 
Absalom (who had never fought in battle) could 
gather a gigantic army to lead. Absalom fell for it, 
and the delay gave David enough time to 
consolidate his support. 


#9 Or When some of the men fall at the first attack 620 Or “They 
variant of Jether 


Jezreelite 25 Hebrew Abigal, a variant of Abigail 
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vd grain over it, No one knew anything 


cattet 
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ee they asked, “Where are Ahimaaz and 
the Oe 
Jonathan an atepires tnersl “The seca 

The wore The men searched pines no 
over ihe wiry recurned to Jerusalem: 
one, 60 , men had gone, the two a 

sitter the Hi ent to inform King David. m 
of the Well aire et out and cross the river at once, 
gaid to hin. advised such and such against 
Abit avid and all the people with Las: 

250 a 
a and crossed the Jordan. By mn no 
was lett who had not crossed the! is mn. hee 

BWhen ‘Ahithophel saw that his a Meat 
been followed, he saddled a aoe ; i 
for his house in his hometown house 
order and then hanged eat So he died 
‘was buried in his father’s tom). 

*WDavid went to Mahanaim, and becie5% 
crossed the Jordan with all the men of Israel. “a 
salom had appointed Amasa over the army 

lace of Joab. Amasa was the son of a mann 

ited who had married A 


"the daughter of Nahash and sister of 
"mother of Joab. The Israelites and Absalom 
camped in the land of Gilead. me 
and 


27When David came to Mae a 

sh from Rabbah of the Ammonites, ane 
Man from Lo Debar, and Barzillai 

the Gileadite from Rogelim 2Bbrought bedding and 

bowls and articles of pottery. They also brought 

wheat and barley, flour and roasted grain, beans 
and lentils 2%honey and curds, sheep, and 
cheese from cows’ milk for David and his people to 
eat. For they said, “The people have become hun- 
gry and tired and thirsty in the desert.” 


Absalom’s Death 


1 David mustered the men who were with 
him and appointed over them commanders 


of thousands and commanders of hundreds. 2Da- 
vid sent the troops out—a third under the com- 
mand of Joab, a third under Joab’s brother Abishai 
son of Zeruiah, and a third under Ittai the Gittite. 
The king told the troops, “1 myself will surely 
march out with you.” > 

5But the men said, “You must not go out; if we 
are forced to flee, they won't care about us. Even if 
half of us die, they won't care; but you are worth 
ten thousand of us.* It would be better now for 
you to give us support from the city.” 

4The king answered, “| will do whatever seems 
best to you,” 

So the king stood beside the gate while all the 
men marched out in units of hundreds and of 
thousands. 5The king commanded Joab, Abishai 
and Ittai, “Be gentle with the young man Absalom 
for my sake.” And all the troops heard the king 


passed by the sheep pen toward the waiter.“ <25 Hebrew Ithera, a 


#25 Hebrew and some Septuagint manuscripts; other Septuagint manuscripts (See also 1 Chron. 2:17) Ishesselite 
128 Most Septuagint manuseripts and Syniac, = 
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; “The Kung asked the Cushite, “Is the young. 
cman Absalom safe?” 
The Cashite replied, "May the enemies of my 


troops 
said, “The king is grieving for his son.” 3The men 
ot She ome to take the news today,” stole into the city that day as men steal in who are 
may take the news another ashamed when they flee from battle. {The king 


ceo sand ap 2 Cashate, “Go, tell the king SThen Joab went into the house to the i \ 
wm have seen.” The Cushite bowed down sid, “Today you have humiliated all your Sang 
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| their men 


clear today that the commander 4" 4 
aan nothing to ou | ave that you Net of On 
pleased if ABSALOM Were alive today ant A ae, 
were dead. "Now go out and encoun on noe g 
Lswear by the Lorp that if you don! go out all be 
man will be left with you by night! The oe 
worse for you thay all the calamities (ha 


ull now 
‘hie seat in the 


The king 1 
before him. 


come upon you from your yout! 
So the King got up and took his 

gateway. When the men were tol! 

sitting in the gateway," they all came 


David Returns to Jerusalem 


Meanwhile, 
homes. 


| fled to. their 
of Israel, the 
h other, Saying, 


the Israelites hae 
Throughout the tribe 
neople were all argu ith enc 
: The king prt shat \ 2 a the hand of our ene- 
mies; he is the one who rescued us from the hand 
of the Philistines. But mow he has fled the country 
because of Absalom; Wand Absalom whom we 
anointed to rule over us, has died 1" battle, So Why 
do you say nothing about bringing the KINg back? 
UKing David sent this message (0 Zadok and 
Abiathar, the priests: “Ask the elders of Judah, 
Why should you be the last to bring the king batk 
to his palace, since what is being sad throughout 


Israel has reached the king at his quarters? You 
blood. So why 


are my brothers, my own flesh and 

should you be the last to bring back the king?’ 
13And say to Amasa, ‘Are you not my own flesh 
and blood? May God deal with me, be it ever so 
severely, if from now on you are not the com- 
mander of my army in place of Joab.’ ” 


1He won over the hearts of all the men of Judah 
as though they were one man They sent word to 
the king, “Return, you and all your men.” 5Then 
the king returned and went as far as the Jordan. 
Now the men of Judah had come to Gilgal to go 
out and meet the king and bring him across the 
Jordan. !6Shimei son of Gera, the Benjamite from 
Bahurim, hurried down with the men of Judah to 
meet King David. !7With him were a thousand 
Benjamites, along with Ziba, the steward of Saul’s 
household, and his fifteen sons and twenty ser- 
vants. They rushed to the Jordan, where the king 
was. '8They crossed at the ford to take the king’s 
household over and to do whatever he wished. 
When Shimei son of Gera crossed the Jordan, he 
fell prostrate before the king 'Yand said to him, 
“May my lord not hold me guilty. Do not remem- 
ber how your servant did wrong on the day my 
lord the king left Jerusalem. May the king putitout 
of his mind. 2°For I your servant know that I have 
sinned, but today I have come here as the first of 
the whole house of Joseph to come down and meet 
my lord the king.” 
21Then Abishai son of Zeruiah said, “Shouldn't 
Shimei be put to death for this? He cursed the 
Lorp’s anointed.” 
2David replied, “What do you and I have in 
common, you sons of Zeruiah? This day you have 
become my adversaries! Should anyone be put to 
death in Israel today? Do I not know that today I 
am king over Israel?” 2350 the king said to Shimei, 
“You shall not die.” And the king promised him 
on oath. 


MMephibosheth, tg prandaon, AG) tig" 
down . me the ahd Ma not tes be hn 
his feet or tring yatache © 
Ne ne frorn Cana Ms ms jett until the day he 
returned safely, he came from ia idn't 
to meet the king, the king asked Ni “Why 
you go with me, Mephibosheth?” 

20He said, My lord the king since lL your ser 
vant am lame, L will have MY sad 
dled and will rideonit; go I can go with the ‘6 
But Ziba my servant betrayed me wAnd he an 
slandered your servant to my lord the king. My 
lord the king is like an angel of Godi 8° do what- 
ever pleases you. 4 andfather s di 
ants deserved nothing but death from MY lord the 
king, but you gave your servant a place among 
those who sat at your table. So what right do Ihave 
to make any more appeals to the king?” 

2The king said to him, “Why say more? | order 
you and Ziba to divide the fields.” 

Mephibosheth said to the king, “Let him take 
everything, now that my lord the king has arrived 
home safely.” 

MBarzillai the Gileadite also came down from 
Rogelim to cross the Jordan with the king and to 
send him on his way from there, 2Now Bai 
was a very old man, eighty years of age. He had 
provided for the king during his stay in Maha- 
naim, for he was a very wealthy man, The king 
said to Barzillai, “Cross over with me and stay with 
me in Jerusalem, and I will provide for you.” 

But Barzillai answered the king, “How many 
more years will live, that I should go up to Jerusa- 
lem with the king? 351 am now eighty years old. 
Can | tell the difference between what is good and 
what is not? Can your servant taste what he eats 
and drinks? Can I still hear the voices of men and 
women singers? Why should your servant be an 
added burden to my lord the king? *Your servant 
will cross over the Jordan with the king for a short 
distance, but why should the king reward me in 
this way? 37Let your servant return, that | may die 
in my own town near the tomb of my father and 
mother. But here is your servant Kimham. Let him 


19:24 Was Mephibosheth a 
Traitor? 
Mephibosheth’s servant Ziba had told David that 
Mephibosheth was a traitor with dreams that he, as 
Saul’s grandson, would be made king (16:1-4). 
Hearing this, David had given Ziba all 

Now we Dear Mephibesheth side of the story. 

ir HI 's + 

He claimed that Ziba had betrayed him, 
presumably by taking his donkey so he, a 
could not follow David. More convincing than 
words was his appearance. He had not washed or 
trimmed his mustache. He looked as though he had 
been mourning, not grooming himself for the 


Did David believe him? not completely. 
He ordered Ziba to give back half, but not all, the 


cross ower With My Tord the kings. Do for him what: 
ever pleases you.” 

“the King said, “Kimham shall cross over with 

and Lwill do for him whatever pleases you, 

And anything you desire from me | will do for 

you 
So all the people crossed the Jordan, and then 
the king crossed over. The king kissed Barzillai 
and gave hin his blessing, and Barzillai returned 
to his home 
When the King crossed over to Gilgal, Kimham 
coossext with him, All the troops of Judah and half 
the troops of Israel had taken the king over, 
© soon all the men of Israel were coming to the 
Kong and saying to him, “Why did our brothers, 
re men of Judah, steal the king away and bring 
him and his household across the Jordan, together 
with all his men?” 

“All the men of Judah answered the men of 
Israel. “We did this because the king is closely 
related to us. Why are you angry about it? Have we 
eaten any of the king's provisions? Have we taken 
anything for ourselves?” 

“Then the men of Israel answered the men of 
Judah, “We have ten shares in the king; and be- 
sides, we have a greater claim on David than you 
have. So why do you treat us with contempt? Were 
we mot the first to speak of bringing back our 
king? 

But the men of Judah responded even more 
harshly than the men of Israel. 


Sheba Rebels Against David 

2 Now a troublemaker named Sheba son of 
Bicri, a Benjamite, happened to be there, He 

sounded the trumpet and shouted, 


We have no share in David, 
no part in Jesse's son! 
Every man to his tent, O Israel!” 
2So all the men of Israel deserted David to follow 
Sheba son of Bicri. But the men of Judah stayed by 
heir king all the way from the Jordan to Jerusalem. 
3When David returned to his palace in Jerusa- 
lem, he took the ten concubines he had left to take 
care of the palace and put them in a house under 
guard. He provided for them, but did not lie with 
them. They were kept in confinement till the day 
of their death, living as widows. 
4Then the king said to Amasa, “Summon the 
men of Judah to come to me within three days, and 
be here yourself.” SBut when Amasa went to sum- 
mon Judah, he took longer than the time the king 
had set for him 
*David said to Abishai, “Now Sheba son of Bicri 
will do us more harm than Absalom did. Take your 
master's men and pursue him, or he will find forti- 
fied cities and escape from us.” 7So Joab’s men and 
the Kerethites and Pelethites and all the mighty 
warnors went out under the command of Abishai 
They marched out from Jerusalem to pursue Sheba 
son of Bicri 
SWhile they were at the great rock in Gibeon, 
Amasa came to meet them, Joab was wearing his 


1M Or Abel quem Beth Maacwh, also in verse 15 
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military tunic, and strapped over it at hie watet wae 
a belt with o dagger in its sheath. As he stepped 
forward, it dropped out of ite sheath. 

Joab said ta Amasa, “How are you, try brothe 
er?” Then Joab took Amasa by the beard with hie 
right hand to kiss him, (Amasa was not on his 
guard against the dagger in Joab’s hand, and joaty 
plunged it into his belly, and his intestines spilled 
out on the ground, Without being stabbed a 
Amasa died. Then Joab and his brother 
pursued Sheba son of Bieri. 

One of Joab’s men stood beside Amasa and 
said, “Whoever favors Joab, and whoever is for 
David, let him follow Joab!’ 2Amasa lay wallow- 
ing in his blood in the middle of the road, and the 
man saw that all the troops came to a halt there. 
When he realized that everyone who came up to 
Amasa stopped, he dragged him from the road 
into a field and threw a garment over him. !*After 
Amasa had been removed from the road, all the 
men went on with Joab to pursue Sheba son of 
Bieri. 

MSheba passed through all the tribes of Israel to 
Abel Beth Maacah? and through the entire region 
of the Berites, who gathered together and followed 
him. 15All the troops with Joab came and besieged 
Sheba in Abel Beth Maacah. They built a siege 
ramp up to the city, and it stood against the outer 
fortifications, While they were battering the wall to 
bring it down, !6a wise woman called from the city, 
“Listen! Listen! Tell Joab to come here so | can 
speak to him.” 17He went toward her, and she 
asked, “Are you Joab?” 

“Lam,“ he answered, 

She said, “Listen to what your servant has to 
say.” 

‘I'm listening,” he said. 

18She continued, “Long ago they used to say, 
‘Get your answer at Abel,’ and that settled it. We 
are the peaceful and faithful in Israel. You are 
trying to destroy a city that is a mother in Israel. 
Why do you want to swallow up the Lorp’s inheri- 
tance?” 

20’Far be it from me!” Joab replied, “Far be it 
from me to swallow up or destroy! 2!That is not the 
case. A man named Sheba son of Bicri, from the 
hill country of Ephraim, has lifted up his hand 
against the king, against David. Hand cver this 
one man, and I'll withdraw from the city.’” 

The woman said to Joab, “His head will be 
thrown to you from the wall.” 

2Then the woman went to all the people. 
her wise advice, and they cut off the head of 
son of Bicri and threw it to Joab, So he sounded the 
trumpet, and his men dispersed from the city, 

each returning to his home, And Joab went back to 
the king in Jerusalem, 

23Joab was over Israel's entire army; Benaiah son 

of Jehoiada was over the Kerethites and ; 
™MAdoniram? was in charge of forced labor; Je- 
hoshaphat son of Ahilud was recorder; Sheva 
was secretary; Zadok and Abiathar were priests; 
2eand Ira the Jairite was David's priest. 


1M Some Septuagint manuacrpit (me also Kingo 4 dd Bs oboe Adeeaa 
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2 SAMUEL 21:1 
The Gibeonites Avenged 


ine for three successive years; so David 

sought the face of the Lorp. The Lor said, “It is 
on account of Saul and his blood-stained house; it 
is because he put the Gibeonites to death. 

2The king summoned the Gibeonites and spoke 
to them, (Now the Gibeonites were not a part of 
Israel but were survivors of the Amorites; the Isra~ 
sites had sworn to spare, them, but Saul in his zeal 
for Israel and Judah had tried to annihilate them.) 
David asked the Gibeonites, “What shall I do for 
you? How shall I make amends so that you will 
bless the Lorp’s inheritance?” 
4The Gibeonites answered him, “We have no 
right to demand silver or gold from Saul or his 
family, nor do we have the right to put anyone in 
Israel to death.” 

“What do you want me to do for you?” David 


2 During the reign of David, there was a fam- 


destroyed us 
have been de 
in Israel, Slet seven of his male descendants be 


given to us to be killed and exposed before the 
Lorp at Gibeah of Saul—the Lord’s chosen one.” 
So the king said, “I will give them to you.” 
7The king spared Mephibosheth son of Jona- 
than, the son of Saul, because of the oath before 
the Lorp between David and Jonathan son of Saul. 
8But the king took Armoni and Mephibosheth, the 
two sons of Aiah’s daughter Rizpah, whom she 
had borne to Saul, together with the five sons of 
Saul’s daughter Merab,4 whom she had borne to 
Adriel son of Barzillai the Meholathite. "He hand- 
ed them over to the Gibeonites, who killed and 
exposed them on a hill before the Lorp. Allseven 
of them fell together; they were put to death dur- 
ing the first days of the harvest, just as the barley 
harvest was beginning 
10Rizpah daughter of Aiah iook-sackcloth and 
spread it out for herself on a rock, From the begin- 
ning of the harvest till the rain poured down from 
the heavens on the bodies, she did not let the birds 
of the air touch them by day or the wild animals by 
night. When David was told what Aiah’s daugh- 


al 


21:6 David's Responsibility 

David had certain legal responsibilities as king of 
Israel. Having offered compensation to the 
Gibeonites for their mistreatment under Saul, he 
was under legal obligation to cooperate with their 
demand for blood. In the Old Testament times, a 
family was considered responsible for the crimes of 
any individual in his family. 


48 Two Hebrew manuscripts, some Septuagint 
manuscripts Michal 


‘poe Byriac (see also | s, 
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a. 
ter Rizpah, Saul’s concubine,” 


'd took the bones of Saul ar ona! 

on the citizens of Jabesh Gil Re taken — 

them secretly from the public Beth 9) 

where the Philistines had hu after 

struck Saul down on Gilboa.) ¥ brought the 

bones of Saul and his son Jonath there, and 

the bones of those who had b ex- 

posed were gathered up. ; 
\They buried the bones of 4 his son 

at Zela 


Jonathan in the tomb of Saul’s fal 
in Benjamin, and did everything the | 
manded. After that, God answered pray 
half of the land. 
Wars Against the Philistines 
15Once again there was a battle between the 
Philistines and Israel. David went down with his 
men to fight against the Philistines, and he became 
exhausted. 1And Ishbi-Benob, one of the de- 
scendants of Rapha, whose bronze 5 
weighed three hundred shekels? and who was 
armed with a new sword, said he would kill Da- 
vid, 17But Abishai son of ah came to David's 
rescue; he struck the Philistine down and killed 
him. Then-David’s men swore to him, saying, 
“Never again will you go out with us to battle, so 
that the lamp of Israel will not be extinguished.” 
18In the course of time, there was another battle 
with the Philistines, at Gob. At that time Sibbecai 
the Hushathite killed Saph, one of the descend- 
ants of Rapha. 5 

19[n another battle with the Philistines at Gob, 
Elhanan son of Jaare-Oregime the Bethlehemite 
killed Goliath¢ the Gittite, who had a spear witha 
shaft like a weaver's rod. 

20[n still another battle, which took place at 
Gath, there was a huge man with six fingers on 
each hand and six toes on each foot—twenty-four 
in all. He also was descended from Rapha. 21! When 
he taunted Israel, Jonathan son of Shimeah, Da- 
vid’s brother, killed him. J 

2These four were descendants of Rapha in 
Gath, and they fell at the hands of David and his 
men. 


David's Song of Praise 


2 David sang to the Lorp the words of this 
song when the Lorp delivered him from the 
fang st all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. 
said: : 


“The Loxv is my rock, my fortress and my 
deliverer; ‘as 
3 my God is my rock, in whom I take 
is refu: 
my shield and the horne of my salva 
He is my stronghold, my refuge and my 


savior— 


‘ from violent men you save me. i 
I call to the Lorp, who is worthy of praise, 
and | am saved from my enemies. : 


5’'The 
mn ny aves of death swirled about me; 
© torrents of destruction overwhelmed me. 


‘amuel 18:19); most Hebrew and Septuagint 
a, 19 Or son of Jair the weaver 
™ here symbolizes 
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6The cords of the grave* coiled around me; 
the snares of death confronted me. 

7In my distress I called to the Lorp; 
I called out to my God. 

From his temple he heard my voice; 
my cry came to his ears 


8’The earth trembled and quaked, 
the foundations of the heavens? shook; 


they trembled because he was angry. 


*Smoke rose from his nostrils; 
consuming fire came from his mouth, 
burning coals blazed out of it. 


10He parted the heavens and came down; 
dark clouds were under his feet. 
11He mounted the cherubim and flew; 
he soared on the wings of the wind, 
12He made darkness his canopy around him— 
the dark# rain clouds of the sky, 
13Out of the brightness of his presence 
bolts of lightning blazed forth. 
The Lorp thundered from heaven; 
the voice of the Most High resounded. 
15He shot arrows and scattered the enemies, 
bolts of lightning and routed them. 
l6The valleys of the sea were exposed 
and the foundations of the earth laid bare 
at the rebuke of the Lorp, 
at the blast of breath from his nostrils. 


17He reached down from on high and took hold 
of me; 
he drew me out of deep waters. 


——$——— 


22:1 David’s Psalms 

This song of praise was included in the book of 

Psalms as Psalm 18. Many psalms are credited to 

David, and some have titles suggesting the events 

that inspired them. You can read these as a 

spiritual and emotional commentary on key events 

in David's life: 

Psalm 3. When he fled from his son Absalom 
(2 Samuel 15:13) 

Psalm 18. When the Lord delivered him from his 
enemies and Saul (1 Samuel 19-31) 

Psalm 51. After Nathan confronted David over 
Bathsheba (2 Samuel 12) 

Psalm 52. When Doeg turned in the high priest for 
helping David (1 Samuel 22:9-10) 

Psalm 54. When the Ziphites told Saul that David 
was hiding in their territory (1 Samuel 23:19-20; 
26:1-25) 

Psalm 56. When the Philistines seized David in 
Gath (1 Samuel 21:10-15) 

Psalm 57. When David fled from Saul into the cave 
(1 Samuel 22:1-2) 

Psalm 59. When Saul sent men to watch David's 
house in order to kill him (1 Samuel 19:11) 

Psalm 60. After an important battle 

Psalm 63. When he was in the desert of Judah 

Psalm 142. When he was in the cave, hiding from 


2 SAMUEL 22:41 


18He rescued me from my powerful enemy, 
from my foes, who were too strong for me. 
19They confronted me in the day of my disaster, 
but the Lorp was my support. 
20He brought me out into a spacious place; 
he rescued me because he delighted in me. 


21’The Lor has dealt with me according to my 
righteousness; 
according to the cleanness of my hands he 
has rewarded me. 
22For | have kept the ways of the Lorp; 
I have not done evil by turning from my 
God. ° 
23] his laws are before me; 
I have not turned away from his decrees. 
24] have been blameless before him 
and have kept myself from sin. 
25The Logp has rewarded me according to my 
righteousness, 
according to my cleanness? in his sight. 


26’To the faithful you show yourself faithful, 
to the blameless you show yourself 
blameless, 
27to the pure you show yourself pure, 
but to the crooked you show yourself 
shrewd. 
28You save the humble, 
but your eyes are on the haughty to bring 
them low. 
29You are my lamp, O Lorp; 
the Lorp turns my darkness into light. 
30With your help I can advance against a troop/; 
with my God I can scale a wall. 


31’’As for God, his way is perfect; 
the word of the Lorp is flawless. 
He is a shield 
for all who take refuge in him.” 
32For who is God besides the Lorp? 
And who is the Rock except our God? 
331t is God who arms me with strength 
and makes my way perfect. 
34He makes my feet like the feet of a deer; 
he enables me to stand on the heights. 
35He trains my hands for battle; 
my arms can bend a bow of bronze. 
36You give me your shield of victory; “ 
you stoop down to make me great. 
37You broaden the path beneath me, 
so that my ankles do not turn. 


38] pursued my enemies and crushed them; 
I did not turn back till they were destroyed. 
39] crushed them completely, and they could not 
rise; : 
they fell beneath my feet. 
40You armed me with strength for battle; » 
you made my adversaries bow at my feet, 
41You made my enemies turn their backs in 


Saul flight, 
| and I destroyed my foes. 
“6 Hebrew Sheol *8 Hebrew; Vulgate and Syriac (see also Psalm 18:7) mountains “11 Many Hebrew manuscripts (see also. 


Psalm 18;10); most Hebrew manuscripts appeared 412 Septuagint and Vulgate (see also Psalm 18:11); Hebrew massed 


25 Hebrew, 
433 Dead $ 


eptuagint and Vulgate (see also Psalm 18:24) to the cleanness of my hands 130 Or can run through @ barricade * 
Scrolls, some Septuagint manuscripts, Vulgate and Syriac (see also Psalm 18:32); Masoretic Text who my strong nefape 
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6 
2 SAMUEL 22:42 
“They cried for help, but there was no one ty 


ea ea did not answer. 
to the Lorp, but he did not ai 
43] beat them as fine as the dust of the e fj 
I pounded and trampled them like mud in 


the streets. 


44’’You have delivered me from the attacks of my: 


eople; 
you Bite vetted me as the head of 
nations. rn 
People I did not know are subject to me, 
45 and foreigners come cringing to me; 
as soon as they hear me, they obey me. 
46They all lose heart; ‘ 
they come trembling? from their 
strongholds. 


47’The Lorp lives! Praise be to my Rock! 
Exalted be God, the Rock, my Savior! 
48He is the God who avenges me, 
who puts the nations under me, 
49 who sets me free from my enemies. 
You exalted me above my foes; 
from violent men you rescued me, 
50Therefore I will praise you, O Lorp, among the 
nations; 
I will sing praises to your name, 
51He gives his king great victories; 
he shows unfailing kindness to his anointed, 
to David and his descendants forever.” 


The Last Words of David 


2 These are the last words of David: 


“The oracle of David son of Jesse, 
the oracle of the man exalted by the Most 
High, 
the man anointed by the God of Jacob, 
Israel's singer of songs: 


"The Spirit of the Lorp spoke through me; 
his word was on my tongue 
3The God of Israel spoke, 
the Rock of Israel said to me: 
‘When one rules over men in righteousness, 
when he rules in the fear of God, 
the is like the light of morning at sunrise 
on a cloudless morning, 
like the brightness after rain 
that brings the grass from the earth,’ 


5“Is not my house right with God? 
Has he not made with me an everlasting 
covenant, 
arranged and secured in every part? 
Will he not bring to fruition my salvation 
and grant me my every desire? 
But evil men are all to be cast aside like thorns, 
which are not gathered with the hand. 
7Whoever touches thorns 
uses a tool of iron or the shaft of a spear; 
they are burned up where they lie.” 


#46 Some Septuagint manuscripts and Vulgate (see also Poaim 19:45) Ma: 
. ); 
8 Hebrew; some Septuagint manuscripts suggest Ish-Bosheth, tha, is, Esh-Baa 
#8 Some Septuagint manu; 


variant of Hacmonite (see 1 Chron. 1:11) 


persed Three; it was Adino the Eznite who killed eight hundred mer, 


lebrew manuscripts (see also 1 Chron. 11:20); two Hebrew Manuscripts 
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to the sword.” 
Victory that day. The 
but only to strip the dead n of Agee the 
HNext to him was Shammah reed together at 
Hararite. When the Philistines banded terre 
@ place where there was a field [ut oa took 
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his stand in the middle of the field: Fie ey opp, 
a struck the Philistines ate 
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from the well near the gate of Bet ecueet the 
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lines, drew water from the well near the gate o: 
Bethlehem and carried it back to David. But he 
refused to drink it; instead, he poured it out before 
the Lorp. !7Far be it from me, O Lorp, to do 
this!’ he said. “Is it not the blood of men who went 
at the risk of their lives?” And David would not 
drink it. 
Such were the exploits of the three mighty men. 
18Abishai the brother of Joab son of Zeruiah was 
chief of the Three.s He raised his spear against 
three hundred men, whom he killed, and so he 
became as famous as the Three. 19Was he not held 
in greater honor than the Three? He became their 
commander, even though he was not included 
among them. 
20Benaiah son of Jehoiada was a valiant fighter 
from Kabzeel, who performed great exploits. He 
struck down two of Moab’s best men. He also went 
down into a pit on a snowy day and Killed a lion. 
21And he struck down a huge Egyptian. Although 
the Egyptian had a spear in his hand, Benaiah 
went against him with a club, He snatched the 
spear from the Egyptian’s hand and killed him 
with his own spear. 22Such were the exploits of 
Benaiah son of Jehoiada; he too was as famous as 
the three mighty men. 23He was held in greater 
honor than any of the Thirty, but he was not in- 
cluded among the Three. And David put him in 
charge of his bodyguard, 


24Among the Thirty were: 


tic Text they arm themselves. *1 Or k teloved ‘singer 

Baal (see also 1 Chron. 11:11 Jashobeam), mi) 

eehcite 1 ier 11.1); Hebrew and other 
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2 SAMUEL 24:20 . 


vid went up, as the Lorp had commanded 
through Gad. When Araunah looked and saw 
the King and his men coming toward him, he went 
out and bowed down before the king with his face 
to the ground. 

2tAraunah said, “Why has my lord the king 
come to his servant?” 

“To buy your threshing floor,” David an- 
swered, “so I can build an altar to the Lorn, that 
the plague on the people may be stopped.” 

*Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king 
take whatever pleases him and offer it up. Here are 
oxen for the burnt offering, and here are threshing: 
sledges and ox yokes for the wood. 230 king, 
Araunah gives all this to the king.” Araunah also” 
said to him, “May the Lorp your God accept you.” 

2sBut the king replied to Araunah, “No, I insist 
on paying you for it. I will not sacrifice to the Lorp 
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/ KINGS 
P'\NTRODUCTION 


The Man Who Had Everything 


The richest, wisest, most successful person of bis time 


you oF your sams (ure away from me and de not observe the commands and decrees | have 
woven you and go Orr Co serve other gods and worship them, then Lwill cut off Israel from the land 
mve given them anc will reject this temple | have consecrated for my Name. 9167 
Tt (est half of 1 Kings describes a man who yot life handed to him on a silver platter, The son 
of King David and Queen Bathsheba, young Solomon grew up in the royal palace, Larly on, he 
astounded others with his talent for songwriting and natural history, He composed 1,005 songs 
and spun off 4.000 proverbs (a sampling of which were collected in the biblical book of Proverbs). 
Solomon became king of Israel and received (rom God the special gift of wisdom, Me was called 
the wisest man in the world, and kings and queens traveled hundreds of miles to meet him, They 
went away dageled by the genius of Israel's king and by the prosperity of his nation, bet 


r 
Bt ‘ 


The Best Years Ever 
Israel reached its Golden Age under King Solomon, a time forever remembered with nostalgia 


by Jews. Almost all the promised land lay in Israel's hands, and the nation was at peace, Literature: 
ple, the Bible records simply that “they ate, they drank and they 


and culture flourished, Of the ped 
were happy” (4:20), “The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones’ (10:27), 

OF all Solomon's accomplishments, one stands out above the others. He built the temple of 
God, the finest building in the world of that day. Almost 200,000 men labored for seven years to 


complete it 
Despite the successes of Solomon’s reign, however, later in his life the king had a dramatic 
downturn, His fall eventually brought the kingdom crashing down around him, and the second 


alf of 1 Kings describes the grim process of dismemberment, 


What Weat Wrong? 
How did it happen? How could the liveliest, wealthiest, most contented nation of its day slide 


so disastrously in one generation? 

Ay | Kings tells it, Solomon seemed unable to control his excesses. Reared in a palace, he loved 
luxury, When Israel launched its first maritime expeditions, he used them to gather such exotica 
as gold ivory, apes, peacocks, and silver. He plated the floor of the temple with gold, wasteful 
gilded over fine cedar and precious ivory, and fashioned militarily useless shields out of gold. First 
Kings describes the seven-year construction of the temple in elaborate detail. But then it pointedly 
notes that the construction of Solomon's palace—twice the temple’s size—took 13 years (7:1), 

Solomon showed similar extravagance in his love life. First, he married the daughter of the 
Egyptian pharaoh (perhaps indicating he was relying on military alliances, not Go , for the defense 
of his country). Then, disobeying God's specific orders, he married the princesses of Moab, 
Ammon, Edom, Sidon, and other nations, Seven hundred wives in all, and 300 concubines! The 
entire complexion of the court chan eae It became un-Jewish, foreign. To please his wives, \ 
Solomon took a final, terrible step; he built altars to all their gods. The one who had built ‘the 


Israelites’ greatest monument to God had fallen to worshiping idols. 
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How to 


Hratand Second Aas were originally one by 7 
Hebrew. having fo vowels, Is a Very be Jan uag 
translated rato the wordier Greek and Latin, More spay 
Ata. The Qvo books, however should be fead as ane, 

Hest divides neatly almost in halt, with mostly good 


scroll contained 
(Kings WAR 
peck nore arbitrarily. 


i tells of Ipraels 


Gokien Age when Alig Solomon brought peace and p hut he also 

the seed Ot the calamities to follow, Chapter 12 marks the Rl \ es, that rupture 4 
Israel into two nations: Ismet inthe North and Judah int A Kings describes, 

fuler by ruler. the reigns of 19 Kings inthe North and 19 ueen in the South, 


Another book, 2 Chronicles, covers the exact same hi kof Kings. ie 
some cases, 2 Chronicles adds more detail, so Ifa sto! 4 a ee Hel eo 
there, These books of history form the background for book: 

Famous prophets such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea, and ached during the time of aa 
Aeeping 39 rulers straight can seem hopeless, especiall book jumps back and | ] 
bedveen Ovo countries, Remember: « ° 
Israel was the Northern Kingdom, with its ia. Its kings were all 7 
unfaithful to God, . 
Judah was the Southern Kingdom, with its cap T . Almost half of its 
rulers remained somewhat faithful to God; 1 t oved disobedient. 
On page 338, you will find a lineup of all the rulers, traciny | of both the 

Northern and Southern Kingdoms. Use this handy reference history. You may find r 

it helpful to underline the various rulers’ names using di ing pens (for i" 

example, red for Judah and blue for Israel), Add a star Mdoing what was dey 

right in the Lord's eyes,” First Kings mentions two such ki oshaphat. By marking 
to therm when you read 


the kings and queen with some visual scheme, you can 


references to them in the books of prophets. eer 
PLANS FOR READING 1 KINGS i. 
PLAN 1: An Overview of 1 Kings in 4 Days idpet 


O Day 1, Reed the Introduction to 1 Kil 3, where Solomon asks 
for wisdom. . 

© Day 2. Israel reaches a high point at this | 1 read chapter 8 through 9:9. 

C Day 3. Elijah is one of the Bible’s colorful characters. ¢ 
day, read about him in chapter 17. . 

— Day 4. Read chapter 18, in which Eli 

PLAN 2: All of 1 Kings in 21 Days . 
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stondah, whose mother was Haggith, 
t forward and said, “Twill be king.” So 
chanots and horses? ready, with fifty men 
» ahead of him, \His father had never inter 
him by asking, “Why do you behave as 
He was also very handsome and was 
ext atter Absalom.) 
Adonyah conterred with Joab son of Zeruiah 
i wath Abiathar the priest, and they gave him 
their support. ‘But Zadok the priest, Benaiah son 
of Jehowada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei and Rei? 
and David's special guard did not join Adonijah. 
*Adonijah then sacrificed sheep, cattle and fat- 
tened calves at the Stone of Zoheleth near En Ro- 
sel, He invited all his brothers, the king's sons, 
and all the men of Judah who were royal officials, 
the did not invite Nathan the prophet or Be- 
ah or the special guard or his brother Solo- 


Then Nathan asked Bathsheba, Solomon’s 
mother, “Have you not heard that Adonijah, the 
! Haggith, has become king without our lord 
s Knowing it? Now then, let me advise you 

how you can save your own life and the life of your 
son Solomon © an to King David and say to 
him, "My lord the king, did you not swear to me 
your servant: “Surely Solomon your son shall be 
King after me, and he will sit on my throne”? Why 
then has Adonijah become king?’ 4While you are 
still there talking to the king, I will come in and 
confirm what you have said.” 

'SSo Bathshebawwent to see the aged king in his 
room. where Abishag the Shunammite was at- 
tending him, 'Bathsheba bowed low and knelt 
before the king 

What is it you want?” the king asked. 

She said to him, “My lord, you yourself swore 

to me your servant by the Lorp your God: ‘Solo- 
mon your son shall be king after me, and he will sit 
on my throne.’ !8But now Adonijah has become 
king, and you, my lord the king, do not know 
about it. !9He has sacrificed great numbers of cat- 
tle, fattened calves, and sheep, and has invited all 
the king’s sons, Abiathar the Priest and Joab the 
commander of the army, but he has not invited 
Solomon your servant. ~My lord the king, the 
eyes of all Israel are on you, to learn from you who 
will sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. 
210therwise, as soon as my lord the king is laid to 
rest with his fathers, | and my son Solomon will be 
treated as criminals.” 


“5 Or charters *8 Or am hes friends 


1 KINGS 1:41 


2While she was still speaking with the king, 
Nathan the prophet arrived, And they told the 
king, “Nathan the prophet is here.’ So he went 
before the king and bowed with his face to the 
ground, 

Nathan said, “Have you, my lord the king, 
declared that Adonijah shall be king after you, and 
that he will sit on your throne? *5Today he has 
gone down and sacrificed great numbers of cattle, 
fattened calves, and sheep. He has invited all the 
king's sons, the commanders of the army and 
Abiathar the priest, Right now they are eating and 
drinking with him and saying, ‘Long live King 
Adonijah!’ But me reper hea Zadok the 
priest, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and your ser- 
vant Solomon he did not invite. 27Is this something 
my lord the king has done without letting his ser- 
vants know who should sit on the throne of my 
lord the king after him?” 


David Makes Solomon King 

*Then King David said, ‘Call in Bathsheba.’” So 
she came into the king’s presence and stood before 
him. * 

“The king then took an oath; ‘As surely as the 
Lor lives, who has delivered me out of every 
trouble, “I will surely carry out today what | swore 
to you by the Lorp, the God of Israel: Solomon 
your son shall be king after me, and he will sit on 
my throne in my place.” 

‘Then Bathsheba bowed low with her face to 
the ground and, kneeling before the king, said, 
“May my lord King David live forever!” ‘ 

“King David said, “Call in Zadok the 
Nathan the prophet and Benaiah son of Jehoiada.” 
When they came before the king, She said to 
them: “Take your lord’s servants with you and set 
Solomon my son on my own mule and take him 
down to Gihon. “There have Zadok the priest and 
Nathan the prophet anoint him king over Israel. 
Blow the trumpet and shout, ‘Long live King Solo- 
mont!’ “SThen you are to go up with him, and he is 
to come and sit on my throne and reign in my 
place. I have appointed him ruler over Israel and. 
Judah.” Dae 

*Benaiah son of Jehoiada answered the king, 
“Amen! May the Lorp, the God of my lord the 
king, so declare it. 37As the Lorp was with my lord 

ihe king. so may he be with Solomon to make his 
rone even greater the throne of m 
King David!” Pine 
%8So Zadok the priest, Nathan the Be- 
naiah son of Jehoiada, the Kerethites a ye! Pele- 
thites went down and put Solomon on King Da- 
vid's mule and escorted him to Gihon. Zadok the 
Priest took the horn of oil from the sacred tent and > 
anointed Solomon. Then they sounded the trum- 
6 and all the live 
lomon!”’ #@And all the people went up after 
Playing flutes and a4 a 
ground shook with the sound. 
“\Adonijah and 


— 


1 KINGS 1:42 
“What's the meaning of all the 
city?” 
2Even as he 
Abiathar the priest arrives 
in, A worthy man like you must 
news.” 

43Not at all!” 


noise in the — 


was speaking, Jonathan son of 
d. Adonijah said, “Come 
be bringing good 


Jonathan answered, “Our lord 
King David has made Solomon king “The king 
has sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the 
prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, the Kerethites 
and the Pelethites, and they have put him on the 
king’s mule, 45and Zadok the priest and Nathan 
the prophet have anointed him king at Gihon. 
From there they have gone up cheering, and the 
city resounds with it That's the noise you hear, 
46Moreover, Solomon has taken seat on the 
royal throne. 47Also, the royal officials have come 
to congratulate our lord King David, saying, ‘May 
your God make Solomon's name more famous 
than yours and his throne greater than yours!’ And 
the king bowed in worship on his bed “8and said, 
‘Praise be to the Lorp, the God of Israel, who has 
a successor on my throne 


allowed my eyes to see 
today.’ 

49At this, all Adonijah’s guests rose in alarm and 
dispersed. “But Adonijah, in fear of Solomon, 
went and took hold of the horns of the altar. 
51Then Solomon was told, “Adonijah is afraid of 
King Solomon and is clinging to the horns of the 
altar. He says, ‘Let King Solomon swear to me 
today that he will not put his servant to death with 
the sword.’ ” 

52Solomon replied, “If he shows himself to be a 
worthy man, not a hair of his head will fall to the 
ground; but if evil is found in him, he will die.” 
53Then King Solomon sent men, and they brought 
him down from the altar. And Adonijah came and 
bowed down to King Solomon, and Solomon said, 
“Go to your home.” z 


David's Charge to Solomon 


When the time drew near for David to die, he 
gave a charge to Solomon his son. 
2” am about to go the way of all the earth,” he 
said. “So be strong, show yourself a man, 3and 
observe what the Lorp your God requires: Walk in 
his ways, and keep his decrees and commands, his 
laws and requirements, as written in the Law of 
Moses, so that you may prosper in all you do and 
wherever you go, 4and that the Lorp may keep his 
promise to me: ‘If your descendants watch how 
they live, and if they walk faithfully before me with 
all their heart and soul, you will never fail to have 
a man on the throne of Israel.’ 
5“Now you yourself know what Joab son of Zer- 
uiah did to me—what he did to the two command- 
ers of Israel's armies, Abner son of Ner and Amasa 
son of Jether. He killed them, shedding their blood 
in peacetime as if in battle, and with that blood 
stained the belt around his waist and the sandals 
on his feet. Deal with him according to your wis- 
#6 Hebrew Sheol; also in verse 9 


to ihe 


those 


none 
biymeo 
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Jordan, | swore to 
you to death by the sw 
consider him innocent 
you will know what to do to 
head down to the grave in b 
toThen David rested with his 1 “-* 
buried in the City of David. "He 4 : 
years over Isracl—seven years 


thirty-three in Jerusalem, 1250 Solon 
throne of his father David, and his rul 
established. 
Solomon’s Throne Established 
Now Adonijah, the son of Haggith, went to 
Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother. Bathsheba 


him, “Do you come 
He answered, “Yes, peacefully.” “Then he 
added, “I have something to say to you.”” : 
“You may say it,” she replied. 
15“As you know,” he said, “the kingdom was 
mine. Ail Israel looked to me as their king. But 
things changed, and the kingdom has gone to my 
brother; for it has come to him from the Loxp. 
16Now I have one request to make of you. Do not 
refuse me.” : . 
“You may make it,” she said. R bP We, 
17So he continued, “Please ask Solomon— 
he will not refuse you—to give me the 
Shunammite as my wife.” ei “. 
18”’Very well,” Bathsheba replied, “I will speak 
to the king for you.” J a 


2:5 An Army Commander Who ~ 
Went Too Far - 


For the background to David’s comments about 
Joab, see 2 Samuel 3:17-30; 20:4-11. 


2:17 After More than a Wife 
Solomon had a rather harsh response (2:23) to 
Adonijah’s request to argue David's 
companion. But asking for her may have been 
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petune 
replied, “Make it, my mother) | will 
ou 
she said, “Let Abivhag the Shunammite be 
n marriage to your brother Adonijah.” 
King Solomon answered his mother, “Why do 
you request Abishag the Shunammite for Adon: 
jah? You might as well request the kingdom for 
him—atter all, he is my older brother-—yes, for 
him and for Abiathar the priest and Joab son of 
Zeruiah!” 
2.Then King Solomon swore by the Lorp: “May 
God deal with me, be it ever so severely, if Adoni~ 
jah does not pay with his life for this request! 
M4And now, as surely as the Lorp lives—he who 
has established me securely on the throne of my 
father David and has founded a dynasty for me as 
he promised—Adonijah shall be put to death to- 
day!” 25So King Solomon gave orders to Benaiah. 
son of Jehoiada, and he struck down Adonijah and 
he died. 
26To Abiathar the priest the king said, “Go back 
to your fields in Anathoth. You deserve to die, but 
I will not put you to death now, because you car- 
ried the ark of the Sovereign Lorp before my father 
David and shared all my father’s hardships.” 2”So 
Solomon removed Abiathar from the priesthood of 
the Lorp, fulfilling the word the Lorp had spoken 
at Shiloh about the house of Eli. 
28When the news reached Joab, who had con- 
spired with Adonijah though not with Absalom, 
he fled to the tent of the Lorn and took hold of the 
horns of the altar. 27King Solomon was told that 
Joab had fled to the tent of the Lorp and was 
beside the altar. Then Solomon ordered Benaiah 
son of Jehoiada, “Go,"strike him down!” 
30So Benaiah entered the tent of the Lorp and 
said to Joab, “The king says, ‘Come out!’ ” 
But he answered, “No, I will die here.” 
Benaiah reported to the king, ‘This is how Joab 
answered me.” 
31Then the king commanded Benaiah, “Do as he 
says. Strike him down and bury him, and so clear 
me and my father’s house of the guilt of the inno- 
cent blood that Joab shed. 32The Lorp will repay 
him for the blood he shed, because without the 
knowledge of my father David he attacked two 
men and killed them with the sword. Both of them 
—Abner son of Ner, commander of Israel's army, 
and Amasa son of Jether, commander of Judah's 
army—were better men and more upright than he. 
33May the guilt of their blood rest on the head of 
Joab and his descendants forever. But on David 
and his descendants, his house and his throne, 
may there be the Lorp’s peace forever.” 
4So Benaiah son of Jehoiada went up and struck 
down Joab and killed him, and he was buried on 
his own land@ in the desert. The king put Be- 


“3§4 Or buried in his tomb 
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Wohimet answered the king, “What yon say is 
good, Your servant Will do ae my lord the kang hae 
haid,” And Shimel stayed in Jerusalem for # long 
time, 

wBut three years later, two of Shimets slaves 
ran off to Achish son of Maacah, king of Gath, ad 


and brought the slaves back from Gath. 

41When Solomon was told that Shimei had gone 
from Jerusalem to Gath and had returned, “the 
king summoned Shimei and said to hin, “Did I not 
make you swear by the Loan and warn you, ‘On 
the day you leave to go anywhere else, you canbe 
sure you will die’? At that time you said lly 
“What you say is good. I will obey.’ OWhy then 
you not keep your oath to the Lozp and obey the 
command I gave you?” 

“The king also said to Shimei, ‘You know im 
your heart all the wrong you did to my father 
David. Now the Lorp will repay you for your 
wrongdoing. But King Solomon will be blessed, 
and David's throne will remain secure before the 
Lorp forever.” 

46Then the king gave the order to Benaiah son of 
Jehoiada, and he went out and struck Shimet 
down and killed him. 4 

The kingdom was now firmly established im 
Solomon's hands. 7 


Solomon Asks for Wisdom 4% 


Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh king 
of Egypt and married his daughter. He brought 
her to the City of David until he finished building 
his palace and the temple of the Lorp, and the wall 
around Jerusalem. ?7The people, however, were 


still sacrificing at the high places, because a temple 
had not yet been built for the Name of the Loxp. 
3Solomon showed his love for the Loxp by walking — 
according to the statutes of his father David, ex- 
cept that he offered sacrifices and burned incense 
on the high places. 


2:46 Wise Yet Ruthless 


among 
led to civil war. But 


could also be faithful, and even humble, 
Tragically, he in to his darker side more and 
more as his wore on. ~ ee 
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jerusalem, stood before the ark 
and sacrificed burnt offer- 


ne was there with me. !SThe third day 
a was born, this woman also had a 
ere alone; there was no one in the 
Two Of us. 

the night this woman’s son died be- 
on him. 2So she got up in the middle 
d took my son from my side while I 
r servant wes asleep. She put him by her breast 
her dead son by my breast. 2iThe next 
m , | got up to nurse my son—and he was 
dead! But when | looked at him closely in the 
morning light, I saw that it wasn’t the son I had 
borne. 

2The other woman said, “No! The living one is 
my son; the dead one is yours.” 

But the first one insisted, “No! The dead one is 
yours; the living one is mine.” And so argued 
before the king. xa 

UThe king said, “This one says, ‘My son is alive 
“15 Traditionally peace offerings 
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Solomon's Officials and Governors 
G & Riss Sctomon rated over all Israel 2And 
these were his chief officials: alll 
A Jy son of Zadok—the priests 
Whoreph and Ahijah, sons of Shisha—sec- 


retaries, > vl. 
}oshaphat son of Ahilud—recorder; ‘ 
Fame ot Jehoiada—commander in 


» 


Zadok and Abiathar—priests; 
SAzariah son of Nathan—in charge of the dis- 


trict officers; p 7 
Zabud son of Nathan—a priest and personal - 
a cares ore i , 
*Ahishar—in palace; . 
Adoniram son of Abda—in charge of forced — 


any 


“7 


labor. 


Solomon also had twelve district A 
over all Israel, who supplied pro’ for the — 
king and the royal household. Each one had to — 
provide supplies for one month in the year. 8These _ 
are their names: . . 


Ben-Hur—in the hill country of Ephraim; ’ 
°Ben-Deker—in Makaz, Shaalbim, Beth She- _ 
mesh and Elon Bethhanan; 


land of Hepher were his); — Th. 
MBen-Abinadab—in Naphoth Dor (he was 
say to Taphath daughter of Solo- 
mon); , 
"Baana son of Ahiludin Taanach and 
Megiddo, and in all of Beth Shan next to 
Zarethan below Jezreel, from Beth Shan 
to Abel Meholah across toJokmeam; 
13Ben-Geber—in Ramoth Gilead (the settle- 
ments of Jair son of Manasseh in Gilead 


a 8 ee OS. 


aruah—in Issachar; 


17Jehoshaphat son of Pi 


. i son of Ela—in Benjamini 
webesie ae in Gilead (the country of 
{hon king of the Amorites and the coun- 
try of Og king of Bashan). He was the only 

the district. 


governor over 


solomon’s Daily Provisions 
20The people of Judah and Israel were as numer- 
ous as the sand on the seashore; they ate, they 
drank and they were happy 21And Solomon ruled 
over all the kingdoms from the River* to the land 
of the Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt. 
These countries brought tribute and were Solo- 
mon’s subjects all his life. 
2Solomon’s daily provisions were thirty cors’ 
of fine flour and sixty cors* of meal, 23ten head of 
stall-fed cattle, twenty of pasture-fed cattle and a 
hundred sheep and goats, as well as deer, ga- 
zelles, roebucks and choice fowl. 24For he ruled 
over all the kingdoms west of the River, from Tiph- 
sah to Gaza, and had peace on all sides. During 
Solomon's lifetime Judah and Israel, from Dan to 
Beersheba, lived in safety, each man under his 
own vine and fig tree. 
26Solomon had four thousand stalls for chariot 
horses, and twelve thousand horses.¢ 
27The district officers, each in his month, sup- 
plied provisions for King Solomon and all who 
came to the king’s table. They saw to it that noth- 
ing was lacking. ?8They also brought to the proper 
place their quotas of barley and straw for the char- 
iot horses and the other horses. 


Solomon’s Wisdom 
29God gave Solomon wisdom and very great in- 
sight, and a breadth of understanding as mea- 
sureless as the sand on the seashore. Solomon's 
wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the 
men of the East, and greater than all the wisdom of 
Egypt. 3!He was wiser than any other man, includ- 
ing Ethan the Ezrahite—wiser than Heman, Calcol 
and Darda, the sons of Mahol. And his fame 
spread to all the surrounding nations. 32He spoke 
three thousand proverbs and his songs numbered 
a thousand and five. 33He described plant life, 
from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that 
grows out of walls. He also taught about animals 
and birds, reptiles and fish. 4Men of all nations 
came to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, sent by ail the 
kings of the world, who had heard of his wisdom. 


4:21 How Large Was Israel? 

Under the reign of David and Solomon, Israel 
stretched from the border of Egypt to the border of 
Babylonia. It was approximately three times the 
size of the modern nation of Israel, encompassing 
land that now belongs to Jordan, Syria, and 
Lebanon, 


“21 That is, the Euphrates; also in verse 24 
about 375 bushels (about 13.2 kiloliters) 

charioteers 
twenty cors 
2 Chron. 2:2, 18) thirty-six hundred 


426 Some 


22 That is, probably about 185 bushels (about 6.6 kiloiters) 
it manuscripts, Chron, ; Hebrew 

Til That is, probably sbout 12,000 bushels about 40D lobes) Say ie eh 
411 That is, about 115,000 gallons (about 440 kiloliters) 


1 KINGS 5:18 


3You know that because of the wars 
waged against my father David from all sides, 
he could not build a temple for the Name of 
the Lorp his God until the Lorp put his ene- 
mies under his feet. #But now the Lorp my 
God has given me rest on every side, and 
there is no adversary or disaster. 51 intend, 
therefore, to build a temple for the Name of 
the Lorp my God, as the LorD told my father 
David, when he said, ‘Your son whom Twill 
put on the throne in your place will build the 
temple for my Name.’ 

6'So give orders that cedars of Lebanon be 
cut for me. My men will work with yours, and 
I will pay you for your men whatever wages 
you set. You know that we have no one so 
skilled in felling timber as the Sidonians.”” 


7When Hiram heard Solomon's message, he 
was greatly pleased and said, “Praise be to the 
Lorp today, for he has given David a wise son to 
rule over this great nation.” 

8So Hiram sent word to Solomon: 

“] have received the message you sent me 
and will do all you want in providing the cedar 
and pine logs. 9My men will haul them down 
from Lebanon to the sea, and I will float them 
in rafts by sea to the place you specify. There L 
will separate them and you can take them 
away. And you are to grant my wish by pro- 
viding food for my royal household.” 


10In this way Hiram kept Solomon supplied with 
all the cedar and pine logs he wanted, !!and Solo- 
mon gave Hiram twenty thousand cors/ of wheat 
as food for his household, in addition to twenty 
thousand bathss.!' of pressed olive oil. Solomon 
continued to do this for Hiram year after year. 
12The Lorp gave Solomon wisdom, just as he had 
promised him. There were peaceful relations be- 
tween Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them 
made a treaty. 

13King Solomon conscripted laborers from all 
Israel—thirty thousand men. !4He sent them off to 
Lebanon in shifts of ten thousand a month, so that 
they spent one month in Lebanon and two months 
at home. Adoniram was in charge of the forced 
labor. 15Solomon had seventy thousand carriers 
and eighty thousand stonecutters in the hills, !as 
well as thirty-three hundred! foremen who super- 
vised the project and directed the workmen. !7At 
the king’s command they removed from the quar- 
ry large blocks of quality stone to provide a foun- 
dation of dressed stone for the temple, 8The 
craftsmen of Solomon and Hiram and the men of 
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1 KINGS 6:1 290 
with cedar boards, 
Gebal cut and prepared the timber and stone for iste jined its interior tree on ee 
the building of the temple paneling them from the feet othe temple with 
ceiling, and cover jartitioned off twenty cubits 


Solomon Builds the Temp! 


6 In the four hundred and cightieth’ year after 
the Israelites had come ou! of Egypt, in the 
fourth year of Solomon’s rei OVE™ Israel, in the 
month of Ziv, the seeond month, he began to build 
the temple of the Logp, 
2The temple that King Sol 
Lorp was sixty cubits long, twen a 
high.¢ 3The portico at the front of the Man hall of 
the temple extended the width oi the temple, that 
is twenty cubits,4 and projected te” cubits¢ from 
the front of the temple. 4He made narrow cleresto- 
ry windows in the temple, 5Against the walls of 
the main hall and inner sanctuary he built a struc 
ture around the building, in which there were side 
rooms. 6The lowest floor was five cubits! wide, 
the middle floor six cubitse and the third floor 
seven. He made offset ledges around the outside 
of the temple so that nothing would be inserted 
into the temple walls. 
7In building the temple, only blocks dressed at 
the quarry were used, and no hammer, chisel or 
any other iron tool was heard at the temple site 
while it was being built. 
8The entrance to the lowest! floor was on the 
south side of the temple; a stairway led up to the 
middle level and from there to the third. So he 
built the temple and completed it, roofing it with 
beams and cedar planks. "And he built the side 
rooms all along the temple. The height of each was 
five cubits, and they were attached to the temple 
by beams of cedar. 
11The word of the Lorp came to Solomon: !2""As 
for this temple you are building, if you follow my 
decrees, carry out my regulations and keep all my 
commands and obey them, | will fulfill through 
you the promise I gave to David your father. 4And 
I will live among the Israelites and will not aban- 
don my people Israel.” 
14So Solomon built the temple and completed it. 


omon built for the 
ty wide and thirty 


6:3 History of the Temple 

The Bible describes the temple architecture in 
some detail though, notably, it does not record 
detailed instructions from God—in contrast to the 
very specific commands given for the tabernacle. 
Solomon’s temple lasted about 380 years, 
occasionally falling into disrepair, Destroyed by 
Babylon’s King Nebuchadnezzar, it was partially 
rebuilt under the leadership of Ezra and Nehemiah, 
and then reconstructed by King Herod in Jesus’ 
day. Jesus walked in the temple on “Solomon's 
Porch.” The early church met on the 
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floor to ceiling to form within nee an te 
sanctuary, the Most Holy Place. = aaNet “tere 
front of this room was forty Cul A 
inside of the temple was cedar, carved wit gourds 
and open flowers. Everything was cedar; 


no stone 

was to be seen. 

19He prepared the inner sanctuary within the 
temple to set the ark of the covenant of the LorD 
there. 20The inner sanctuary was twenty cubits 
long, twenty wide and twenty high. He overlaid 
the inside with pure gold, and he also overlaid the 
altar of cedar. 2!Solomon covered the inside of the 
temple with pure gold, and he extended gold 
chains across the front of the inner sanctuary, 
which was overlaid with gold. 22So he overlaid the 
whole interior with gold. He also overlaid with 
gold the altar that belonged to the inner sanctuary. 

23[n the inner sanctuary he made a pair of cher- 
ubim of olive wood, each ten cubits¢ high. 4One 
wing of the first cherub was five cubits long, and 
the other wing five cubits—ten cubits from. wing 
tip to wing tip. >The second cherub also measured 
ten cubits, for the two cherubim were identical in 
size and shape. 26The height of each cherub was 
ten cubits. 27He placed the cherubim inside the 
innermost room of the temple, with their wings 
spread out, The wing of one cherub touched one 
wall, while the wing of the other touched the other 
wall, and their wings touched each other in the 
middle of the room. 28He overlaid the cherubim 
with gold. 

2On the walls all around the temple, in both the 
inner and outer rooms, he carved cherubim, palm 
trees and open flowers. “He also covered the 
floors of both the inner and outer rooms of the 
temple with gold 

‘For the entrance of the inner sanctuary he 
made doors of olive wood with five-sided jambs. 
And on the two olive wood doors he carved cher- 
ubim, palm trees and open flowers, and overlaid 
the cherubim and palm trees with beaten gold. 33In 
ed ene way he made four-sided jambs of olive 

od for the entrance to the main hall. 4He also 
made two pine doors, each having two leaves that 
turned in sockets, 35He carved cherubim, 1 
trees and open flowers on them and overlaid them 
mn gold hammered evenly over the carvings. 
oot oa 
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“The foundation of the temple of the Loro was 
laid in the fourth year, in the month of Ziv. 38In the 


grounds: Peter preached there, and eleventh year in the month of Bul, 

Saphira probably died there (Acts 5). Currently the — month, the temple was finished in ‘at details 

temple site is occupied by a mosque. according to its specifications. He had spent seven 
years building it, pa ae 
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is Palace 
ay thirteen years, however, to 
7 It took struction of his palace. He 
toe ener the Forest of Lebanon a hundred 
Built the Pain ty wide and thirty high. with four 
‘ edar columns supporting trimmed cedar 
It was roofed with cedar above the beams 
rested on the columns—forty-five beams, fif- 
teen to a row. its windows were placed high in 
sets of three, facing each other. 5All the doorways 
had rectangular frames; they were in the front part 
in sets of three, facing each other.” 
eHe made a colonnade fifty cubits long and 
thirty wide.« In front of it was a portico, and in 
front of that were pillars and an overhanging roof. 
THe built the throne hall, the Hall of Justice, 
where he was to judge, and he covered it with 
cedar from floor to ceiling.4 SAnd the palace in 
which he was to live, set farther back, was similar 
in design. Solomon also made a palace like this hall 
for Pharaogh’s daughter, whom he had married, 
%All these structures, from the outside to the 
great courtyard and from foundation to eaves, 
were made of blocks of high-grade stone cut to size 
and trimmed with a saw on their inner and outer 
faces. 10The foundations were laid with large 
stones of good quality, some measuring ten cu- 
bitse and some eight. Above were high-grade 
stones, cut to size, and cedar beams. !2The great 
courtyard was surrounded by a wall of three 
courses of dressed stone and one course of 
trimmed cedar beams, as was the inner courtyard 
of the temple of the Lorp with its portico. 


Solomon Builds 


The Temple’s Furnishings 


King Solomon sent to Tyre and brought 
Huram,s '4whose mother was a widow from the 
tribe of Naphtali and whose father was a man of 
Tyre and a craftsman in bronze. Huram was highly 
skilled and experienced in all kinds of bronze 
work. He came to King Solomon and did all the 
work assigned to him 


—_—__ 
7:1 Prosperity under Solomon 
The magnificent temple and palace built by 
Solomon came to symbolize Israel’s Golden Age. 
Solomon built many leading cities, assuming 
control of vital trade routes. He fortified 
Jerusalem, the capital, with a wall so thick that 
parts of it still stand. He modernized the Israelite 
army with 12,000 horses and the first chariot 
brigades, and made shrewd alliances with 
neighboring countries, 


SS 


*2 That is, about 150 feet (about 46 meters) long, 75 feet (about 23 meters) wide and 45 feet (about 13.5 meters) high 
‘6 That is, about 75 feet (about 23 meters} 
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meaning of the Hebrew for this verse is uncertain 
wide “7 Vulgate and Syriac; Hebrew floor 

(about 3.6 meters) 
meters) high and 18 feet (about 5.4 meters) around 


Hebrew manuscripts and Septuagint; most Hebrew manuscripts made the pillars, and there were two rows 


manuscripts and Syriac. most Hebrew manuscripts pomegranales 

"21 Jakin probably means he establishes 

meters) °26 That is, about 3 inches (about 8 centimeters) 

Septuagint does not have this sentence 

meters) high ‘31 That is, about 1 1/2 feet (about 0.5 meter) 
That is, about 3/4 foot (about 0.2 meter) 


1 KINGS 7:35 


1SHe cast two bronze pillars, each eighteen cu- 
bits high and twelve cubits around," by line, }¢He 
also made two capitals of cast bronze to set on the 
tops of the pillars; each capital was five cubits! 
high. !7A network of interwoven chains festooned 
the capitals on top of the pillars, seven for each 
capital. '8He made pomegranates in two rows! 
encircling each network to decorate the capitals on 
top of the pillars.‘ He did the same for each capi- 
tal. '9The capitals on top of the pillars in the portico 
were in the shape of lilies, four cubits! high. 2°On 
the capitals of both pillars, above the bowl-shaped 
part next to the network, were the two hundred 
pomegranates in rows all around. 2!He erected the 
pillars at the portico of the temple. The pillar to the 
south he named Jakin” and the one to the north 
Boaz." 22The capitals on top were in the shape of 
lilies. And so the work on the pillars was com- 
pleted. 

23He made the Sea of cast metal, circular in 
shape, measuring ten cubits from rim to rim and 
five cubits high. It took a line of thirty cubits? to 
measure around it. 24Below the rim, gourds encir- 
cled it—ten to a cubit. The gourds were cast in two 
rows in one piece with the Sea. 

2The Sea stood on twelve bulls, three facing 
north, three facing west, three facing south and 
three facing east. The Sea rested on top of them, 
and their hindquarters were toward the center. 26It 
was a handbreadthp in thickness, and its rim was 
like the rim of a cup, like a lily blossom, It held two 
thousand baths.4 

27He also made ten movable stands of bronze; 
each was four cubits long, four wide and three 
high.’ 28This is how the stands were made: They 
had side panels attached to uprights. On the 
panels between the uprights were lions, bulls and 
cherubim—and on the uprights as well. Above 
and below the lions and bulls were wreaths of 
hammered work. %Each stand had four bronze 
wheels with bronze axles, and each had a basin 
resting on four supports, cast with wreaths on 
each side. 31On the inside of the stand there was an 
opening that had a circular frame one cubits deep. 
This opening was round, and with its basework it 
measured a cubit and a half.! Around its opening 
there was engraving. The panels of the stands 
were square, not round. 32The four wheels were 
under the panels, and the axles of the wheels were 
attached to the stand, The diameter of each wheel 
was a cubit and a half. 33The wheels were made 
like chariot wheels; the axles, rims, spokes and 
hubs were all of cast metal. 

Each stand had four handles, one on each cor- 
ner, projecting from the stand. 35At the top ofthe — 
stand there was a circular band half a cubit deep. 


*5 The 


#23 That is, about 45 feet (about 13.5 


utd 426 That is, Probably about 11,500 gallons (abou kiloliters); 
27 That is about 6 fet (about 1.8 meters) ong and wide and about ¢ U2 feet ubee 
‘31 That is, about 21/4 feet (about 0.7 meter); also in verse 32 
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Pre te an the furnishings ani 1. Much of the temple stayed off-limits to the general 
Pinced taco Gee SEI Loee’ stony Public; only priests went in. Not even priests 


ventured into the Most Place, . 
The Ark Brought to the Temple special occasions. Solomon not latended te” 
Then King Solomon summoned into his pre. tor humans—he wanted a place sultae 
8S all the for to dwell. And on the memorable day 


reads tne tribes and the chiefs Of the Ivr.e,,,, described here, the awesome glory of the Lord did 
teres, to bing up the ark of the L fscovenant indeed fill the temple. . om! 
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your own flesh and blood—he ts the one who 
will build the temple for my Name 
»0The Lop has kept the promise he made: 
" Ihave succeeded David my father and now | 
sit on the throne of Jaracl, just as the LORD 
promised and [have built the temple for the 
Piemw at the LoxD, the God of Israel ait have 
provided place there for the ark, in which is 
the covenant of the Lor that he made with 
our fathers when he brought them out of 
Egypt 
Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication 
2Then Solomon stood before the altar of the 


Loxp in front of the whole assembly of Israel, 
spread out his hands toward heaven and said: 


‘O Loxp, God of Israel, there is no God like 
you in heaven above or on earth below—you 
who keep your covenant of love with your 
servants who continue wholeheartedly in 
your way. 4You have kept your promise to 
your servant David my father; with your 
mouth you have promised and with your 
hand you have fulfilled it—as it is today 

25"Now Lor, God of Israel, keep for your 
rarvant David my father the promises you 
made to him when you said, “You shall never 
fail to have a man to sit before me on the 
throne of Israel, if only your sons are careful in 
all they do to walk before me as you have 
done.’ And now, O God of Israel, let your 
word that you promised your servant David 
my father come true 
27"But will God really dwell on earth? The 
heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot 
contain you. How much less this temple I 
have built! 28Yet give attention to your ser- 
vant’s prayer and his plea for mercy, O Lorp 
my God. Hear the cry and the prayer that your 
servant is praying in your presence this day. 
29May your eyes be open toward this temple 
night and day, this place of which you said, 
‘My Name shall be there,’ 50 that you will hear 
the prayer your servant prays toward this 
place. Hear the supplication of your servant 
and of your people Israel when they pray 
toward this place. Hear from heaven, your 
dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive. 
31’/When a man wrongs his neighbor and is 
required to take an oath and he comes and 
swears the oath before your altar in this tem- 
ple, 32then hear from heaven and act. Judge 
between your servants, condemning the 


8:27 Where God Dwells 

King Solomon was at his most eloquent in the t 
raegis and prayer of chapter 8. He made it ots 
that the Lord of the universe could not fully dwell 
in a building. Nevertheless, God’s presence, or his 
“Name” would indeed live there, For that reason, 
Solomon began the practice of praying toward 
Jerusalem, a practice still followed by man) 
today (8:29). Seem iene 


1 KINGS 6:48 


quilty and bringing down on his own head 
what he han done, Declare the innocent not 
guilty, and #o establish his Innocence, 

Aw’'When your people Israel have been daw 
feated by an enemy because they have win 
against you, and wher they turn back to you 
and confess your name, praying and making 
supplication to you in this temple, 4then hear 
from heaven and forgive the vin of your 
people Israel and bring them back to the land 
you gave to their fathers. 

y»”When the heavens are shut up and there 
is no rain because your people have sinned 
against you, and when they pray toward thie 
place and confess your name and turn from 
their sin because you have afflicted them, 
sothen hear from heaven and forgive the sin of 
your servants, your people Israel. Teach them 
the right way to live, and send rain on the land 
you gave your people for an inheritance. 

27”"When famine or plague comes to the 
land, or blight or mildew, locusts or grasshop- 
pers, or when an enemy besieges them in any 
Of their cities, whatever disaster or disease 
may come, and when a prayer or plea is 
made by any of your people Israel—each one 
aware of the afflictions of his own heart, and 
spreading out his hands toward this temple— 
then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. 
Forgive and act; deal with each man according, 
to all he does, since you know his heart (for 
you alone know the hearts of all men), “so 
that they will fear you all the time they live in 
the land you gave our fathers. 

41”As for the foreigner who does not belong 
to your people Israel but has come from a 
distant land because of your name— for men 
will hear of your great name and your mighty 
hand and your outstretched arm—when he 
comes and prays toward this temple, then 
hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and 
do whatever the foreigner asks of you, so that 
all the peoples of the earth may know your 
name and fear you, as do your own people 
Israel, and may know that this house I have 
built bears your Name. i 

4”’When your people go to war against 
their enemies, wherever you send them, and 
when they pray to the Lorp toward the ci 
you have chosen and the temple ! have built 
for your Name, 45then hear from heaven their 
prayer and their plea, and uphold their cause. 

46”When they sin against you—for there is 
no one who does not sin—and you become 
angry with them and give them over to the 
enemy, who takes them captive to his own 
land, far away or near; 47and if they have a 
change of heart in thé land where they are 
held captive, and repent and plead with you 
in the land of their conquerors and say, ‘We 
have sinned, we have done wrong, we have 
acted wickedly’; #and if they turn back to you 
with all their heart and soul in the land of their 
enemies who took them captive, and pray to 
you toward the land you gave their fathers, 
toward the city you have chosen and the tem- 
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The Dedication of the Temple 
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of Cabul,“ a name they have to this day. 4Now 


hiram had sent to the king 120 talents’ of gold. 
\sHere is the account of the forced labor King 
Solomon conscripted to build the Lorb’s temple, 
his own palace, the supporting terraces,* the wall 
of Jerusalem, and Hazor, Megiddo and Gezer. 
(Pharaoh king of Egypt had attacked and cap- 
tured Gezer, He had set it on fire, He killed its 
Canaanite inhabitants and then gave it asa wed- 
ding gift to his daughter, Solomon’s wife. 17And 
Solomon rebuilt Gezer.) He built up Lower Beth 
Horon, !8Baalath, and Tadmoré in the desert, 
within his land, !%as well as all his store cities and 
the towns for his chariots and for his horses* — 
whatever he desired to build in Jerusalem, in Leba- 
non and throughout all the territory he ruled. 
20Alll the people left from the Amorites, Hittites, 
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites (these peoples 
were not Israelites), 2/that is, their descendants 
remaining in the land, whom the Israelites could 
not exterminate/—these Solomon conscripted for 
his slave labor force, as it is to this day. 22But 
Solomon did not make slaves of any of the Israel- 
ites; they were his fighting men, his government 
officials, his officers, his captains, and the com- 
manders of his chariots and charioteers. “They 
were also the chief officials in charge of Solomon's 
projects—550 officials supervising the men who 
did the work. 
24After Pharaoh’s daughter had come up from 
the City of David to the palace Solomon had built 
for her, he constructed the supporting terraces. 
25Three times a year Solomon sacrificed burnt 
offerings and fellowship offerings’ on the altar he 
had built for the Lorv, burning incense before the 
Lorp along with them, and so fulfilled the temple 
obligations. 
2eKing Solomon also built ships at Ezion Geber, 
which is near Elath in Edom, on the shore of the 
And Hiram sent his men—sailors who 
a—to serve in the fleet with Solomon's 
men. 28They sailed to Ophir and brought back 420 
talents! of gold, which they delivered to King 
Solomon. 


The Queen of Sheba Visits Solomon 


10 When the queen of Sheba heard about the 
fame of Solomon and his relation to the 
name of the Lorp, she came to test him with hard 
questions. 2Arriving at Jerusalem with a very great 
carayan—with camels carrying spices, large quan- 
tities of gold, and precious stones—she came to 
Solomon and talked with him about all that she 
had on her mind. 3Solomon answered all her ques- 
tions; nothing was too hard for the king to explain 
to her. When the queen of Sheba saw all the wis- 
dom of Solomon and the palace he had built, 5the 
food on his table, the seating of his officials, the 
attending servants in their robes, his cupbearers, 


+13 Cabul sounds like the Hebrew for good-for-nothing 
in verse 24 418 The Hebrew may also be read Tamar 


Yam Suph; that is, Sea of Reeds 
"10 That is, about 41/2 tons (about 4 metric tons) 
tons (about 23 metric tons) 
kilograms) 
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*14 That is, about 4 1/2 tons (about 4 metric 

19 Or charioteers i ea 
giving over of things or persons to the Loko, often by totally destroying them. 
‘28 That is, about 16 tons (about 14.5 metric tons) 
‘11 Probably a variant of algumuvod; verse 
"16 That is, about 71/2 pounds (about 35 Klogretey ror anna 


1 KINGS 10:20, 


and the burnt offerings he made at’ the temple of 
the Lorp, she was overwhelmed. ‘ 
6She said to the king, “The report Theard in my 
own country about your achievements and your 
wisdom is true: 7But I sea believe these things 
until | came and saw with my own eyes. 
not even half was told me; in wisdom and wealth 
you have far exceeded the report I heard. How 
happy your men must be! How happy your offi- 
cials, who continually stand before you and hear 
your wisdom! 9Praise be to the Lorp your God, 
who has delighted in you and placed you on the 
throne of Israel. Because of the Lorp’s eternal love 
for Israel, he has made you king, to maintain 
justice and righteousness.” 
10And she gave the king 120 talents* of gold, 
large quantities of spices, and precious stones. 
Never again were so many spices brought in as 
those the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon. 
11(Hiram’s ships brought gold from Ophir; and 
from there they brought great cargoes of almug- 
wood! and precious stones. !2The king used the 
almugwood to make supports for the temple of the 
Lorp and for the royal palace, and to make harps 
and lyres for the musicians. So much almugwood 
has never been imported or seen since that day.) - 
13King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all she 
desired and asked for, besides what he had given 
her out of his royal bounty. Then she left and 


” returned with her retinue to her own country. _ 


Solomon's Splendor 


14The weight of the gold that Solomon received 
yearly was 666 talents,” \5not including the reve- 
nues from merchants and traders and from ail the 
Arabian kings and the governors of the land. 

1eKing Solomon made two hundred large 
shields of hammered gold; six hundred bekas” of 
gold went into each shield. 17He also made three 
hundred small shields of hammered gold, with 
three minas® of gold in each shield. The king put 
them in the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon. 

18Then the king made a great throne inlaid with 
ivory and overlaid with fine gold. 19The throne 
had six steps, and its back had a rounded top. On 
both sides of the seat were armrests, with a lion 
standing beside each of them. 2°Twelve lions stood 
on the six steps, one at either end of each step. 


10:14 A King of Excess. 
This passage (10:14-29) graphically illustrates 
far Solomon had strayed from 's ideal. poaiye 
book of Deuteronomy cites Moses’ forthright 
warnings about what kind of king should rule over 
Israel (Deuteronomy 17:14-20). Solomon defied 
those warnings by acquiring huge numbers of 
horses, getting involved in foreign trade, taking 
many wives, and accunmalation Sie and gold. 
a - 

«15 Or the Milo; also. 

121 The Hebrew irrevocable 
#25 Traditionally yh oenaey bi bir Hebrew: 
15 Opthe ascent by which he'went upto 
“17 Thats bout 334 pounde aba L? 
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1 KINGS 10:21 
Nothing like it had ever been made for any other 
kingdom. 2!All King Solomon's goblets were gold, 
and all the household articles in the Palace of the 
Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Nothing was 
made of silver, because silver was considered of 
little value in Solomon's days. 2The king had a 
fleet of trading ships* at sea along with the ships 
of Hiram. Once every three years it returned, car- 
rying gold, silver and ivory, and apes and ba- 


boons. i hs 
23King Solomon was greater in riches and wis- 


dom than all the other kings of the earth. *The 
whole world sought audience with Solomon to 
hear the wisdom God had put in his heart. 5Year 
after year, everyone who came brought a gift— 
articles of silver and gold, robes, weapons and 
spices, and horses and mules. 
26Solomon accumulated chariots and horses; he 
had fourteen hundred chariots and twelve thou- 
sand horses,’ which he kept in the chariot cities 
and also with him in Jerusalem. 27The king made 
silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and cedar 
as plentiful as sycamore-fig trees in the foothills, 
28Solomon’s horses were imported from Egypt® 
and from Kue¢—the royal merchants purchased 
them from Kue. 2°They imported a chariot from 
Egypt for six hundred shekels¢ of silver, and a 
horse for a hundred and fifty! They also exported 
them to all the kings of the Hittites and of the 
Arameans. 


Solomon’s Wives 


1 1 King Solomon, however, loved many for- 
eign women besides Pharaoh's daughter— 
Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and 
Hittites. 2They were from nations about which the 
Lorp had told the Israelites, “You must not inter- 
marry with them, because they will surely turn 
your hearts after their gods.” Nevertheless, Solo- 
mon held fast to them in love. 3He had seven 
hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred 
concubines, and his wives led him astray. 4As 
Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after 
other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to 
the Lorp his God, as the heart of David his father 
had been, 5He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of 
the Sidonians, and Molechs the detestable god of 
the Ammonites, So Solomon did evil in the eyes 
of the Lorp; he did not follow the Lorp complete 
ly, as David his father had done 
70n a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon built a 
high place for Chemosh the detestable god of 
Moab, and for Molech the detestable god of the 
Ammonites. §He did the same for all his foreign 
wives, who burned incense and offered sacrifices 
to their gods. 
9The Lory became angry with Solomon because 
his heart had turned away from the Lorp, the God 
of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. !0A}- 
though he had forbidden Solomon to follow other 
gods, Solomon did not keep the Loxp’s command 
No the Lop said to Solomon, “Since this is your 
attitude and you have not kept my covenant and 
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lived with Pharaoh's own children. 
While he was in Egypt. Hadad heard that Da- 
ind that Joab the com- 
Iso dead. Then Hadad 
“Let me go, that | may return to 


ave you lacked here that you want to 
go back to your own country?” Pharaoh asked. 
“Nothing.” Hadad replied, “but do let me go!” 
®And God raised up against Solomon another 
adversary, Rezon son of Eliada, who had fled from 
his master, Hadadezer of Zobah, 4He gath- 
ered men around him and became the leader of a 
band of rebels when David destroyed the forces’ 
of Zobah, the rebels went to Damascus, where 
they settled and took control. 25Rezon was Israel's 
adversary as long as Solomon lived, adding to the 
trouble caused by Hadad. So Rezon ruled in Aram 
and was hostile toward Israel. 


Jeroboam Rebels Against Solomon 


**Also, Jeroboam son of Nebat rebelled 
=n king. He was one of Solomon’s one 
phraimite f Ze 
widow named Ba Me, a ae 
Here is the account of how he rebelled against 
the king: Solomon had built the supporting ter- 
races! and had filled in the gap in the wall of the 
city of David his father, 28Newe : 


i 
i 
i 
‘ 
: 
i 
as 


Joseph 


#22 Hebrew of ships of Tarshish +26 Or charioteers Or " 
428 Probably Cilicia 29 That ia, about 15 about ? io Qltn'y Mutur, a region in Cilicia: also in verse 29 sen . 
5 Hebwow Micon, sles ta sean #4 M datreyel the). ae That in, about 3.04 pounds (about 1.7 Wilograma) 


‘27 Or the Ailip ws 


Oe 


297 


2About that time Jeroboam was g0Ins out of 
Jerusalem, and Ahijah the prophet of Shiloh ws 
him on the Way, wearing a new cloak. The two 0! 
them were alone out in the country, and Ahijah 
took hold of the new cloak he was wearing and 
tore it into twelve pieces 31Then he said to Jero- 
boam, “Take ten pieces for yourself, for this is 
what the Loxp, the God of Israel, says: ‘See, lam 
the kingdom out of Solomon's hand 


going to tea 

and Five you ten tribes. 32But for the sake of my 
servant David and the city of Jerusalem, which I 
have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, he will 


have one tribe. #1 will do this because they have? 
forsaken me and worshiped Ashtoreth the god- 
dess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of the 
Moabites, and Molech the god of the Ammonites, 
and have not walked in my ways, nor done what is 
right in my eyes, nor kept my statutes and laws as 
David, Solomon’s father, did. 
34” ‘But I will not take the whole kingdom out of 
Solomon's hand; I have made him ruler all the 
days of his life for the sake of David my servant, 
whom I chose and who observed my commands 
and statutes. 351 will take the kingdom from his 
son’s hands and give you ten tribes. 31 will give 
‘one tribe to his son so that David my servant may 
always have a lamp before me in Jerusalem, the 
city where I chose to put my Name. 37However, as 
for you, | will take you, and you will rule over all 
that your heart desires; you will be king over Is- 
rael. 8If you do whatever I command you and 
walk in my ways and do what is right in my eyes 
by keeping my statutes and commands, as David 
my servant did, I will be with you. 1 will build you 
a dynasty as enduring as the one I built for David 
and will give Israel to you. *°I will humble David's 
descendants because of this, but not forever.” 
40Solomon tried to kill Jeroboam, but Jeroboam 
fled to Egypt, to Shishak the king, and stayed there 
until Solomon’s death. 


Solomon’s Death 

41As for the other events of Solomon’s reign—all 
he did and the wisdom he displayed—are they not 
written in the book of the annals of Solomon? 
42Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel forty 
years. Then he rested with his fathers and was 
buried in the city of David his father. And Reho- 
boam his son succeeded him as king. 


Israel Rebels Against Rehoboam 


1 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all the Isra- 
elites had gone there to make him king. 


11:41 Using Other Sources 

The author makes liberal use of other historical 
records, most of which have not survived. This 
verse refers to “the book of the annals of 
Solomon.” Elsewhere, 1 Kings relies on chronicles 
of the kings of Judah (22:45) or of Israel (15:31). In 
all, the two books of Kings make 34 references to 
other sources. 


433 Hebrew; Septuagint, Vulgate and 5) deca 
(see also 1 Kings 4:6 and 5:14); Hebrew ies mals 


"2 Or he remained in 


1 KINGS 12:20 


2When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard this (he was | 
still in Egypt, where he had fled from King Solo- 
mon), he returred from? Egypt. So they sent for 
Jeroboam, and he and the whole assembly of Israel 
went to Rehoboam and said to him: 4Your father 
put a heavy yoke on us, but now lighten the harsh 
labor and the heavy yoke he put on us, and we will 
serve you.” 
5Rehoboam answered, “Go away for three days 
and then come back to me.” So the people went 
away. 
éThen King Rehoboam consulted the elders who 
had served his father Solomon during his lifetime. 
“How would you advise me to answer these 
people?” he asked. 
7They replied, “If today you will be a servant to 
these people and serve them and give them a fa- 
vorable answer, they will always be your ser 
vants.” 
8But Rehoboam rejected the advice the elders 
gave him and consulted the young men who had 
grown up with him and were serving him. 9He 
asked them, “What is your advice? How should 
we answer these people who say to me, ‘Lighten 
the yoke your father put on us’? ‘ 
10The young men who had grown up with him 
replied, “Tell these people who have said to you, 
“Your father put a heavy yoke o: ; but make our ~ 
yoke lighter’—tell them, “My little finger is thicker ~ 
than my father’s waist. 1!My father laid on aie 
heavy yoke; I will make it even heavier. My 
scourged you with whips; I will scourge you with 
scorpions.’ ” 
12Three days later Jeroboam.and all the people 
returned to Rehoboam, as the king had said, 
“Come back to me in three days.” 13The king an- 
swered the people harshly. Rejecting the advice 
given him by the elders, he followed the advice 
of the young men and said, “My father made your 
yoke heavy; I will make it even heavier. My father 
scourged you with whips; I will scourge you with 
scorpions.” 15So the king did not listen to the 
people, for this turn of events was from the Lorb, - 
to fulfill the word the Lorp had spoken to Jero- 
boam son of Nebat through Ahijah the Shilonite. 
16Whenp. all Israel saw that the king refused to 
listen to them, they answered the king: 


“What share do we have in David, > 
what part in Jesse’s son? 

To your tents, O Israel! 
Look after your own house, O David!” 


So the Israelites went home. !7But as for the Israel- 
ites who were living in the towns of Judah, Reho- 
boam still ruled over them, 
18King Rehoboam sent out Adoniram,¢ who 
was in charge of forced labor, but all Israel stoned 
him to death. King Rehoboam, however, managed 
ia ne oe his chariot and escape to Jerusalem, 19So. 
israel has been in rebellion against 
David to this day. betes 
20When all the Israelites heard that Jeroboam 
had returned, they sent and called him to the as- 


«18 Some Septuagint manuscripts and Syriac 


INSIGHT 


The Nation Splits Apé 
A rebellion leads to civil war 


There was continual wartare. 14:30 


hapter 12 of 1 Kings marks a decisive turning point in the nation of Israel. Fe 

David. and Solomon bat cium Grapes expanded borders, borders. and built # # 
government. But immediately er Solomon's death everything began to 
Festility in the North boiled over at last, and the Northern tribes seceded to 


nation. 


Two Nations out of One 

Ten tribes joined together under Jeroboam to form a nation in the 
tnbes. Judah and Benjamin, remained loyal to Solomon's heir inv 
took on the name Judah and made jerusalem, home of the 
forward, the united nation of Israel ceased to exist, 

The Northern rebellion brought “wane civil war fo Israel, «war thet 
Despite a peace treaty, war k breaking out 

The book of Kings Piel 0 3 histories “rt dws “nam 
srael in the North and Judah in the South. ee enn 
both nations. Rather, it focuses on their kings and queens. Ae quardian of 
the king of queen came to symbolize the tual health of the nation 
went the nation. Each ruler gets a Capsule summary and usually # 
exther pertormed like David, “who did what was right in the ever ot 
northern king Jeroboam, “who caused Israel fo commit an” 


The North: A Perpetual Slide Downward 

tronically, the North seceded as part of a reform movement 
Solomon's reign But starting with the first king, Jerotaam, ne 
God's eyes. The book of Kings condemn all (he Sorthery 

Northern kings brought idolatry inte (er one 
adopted all the oppresewe ways that had 
4 prophets eof power OF 19 Northern hinge, er ware 
Je One king, Ziel, lasted only seven dave 

The worst rulers. King Alvat and Queen jevetvet, tended Wer 
wee Why All the Fuss atvot idole?” page 528). lereet Wit ite 
Jerobosey as a symbol of evil Kings fe fallow ware cated 
areck with Hither lerwet’s future destnne tony hanarie 


a 


These Se 


The South A Suepeietng Pwtet 
While leewet which Regan a6 4 falaray ACT Git (eRMmert Reenter i 
Louth luda proved mere fatitel io Od (hey praduced lat «anh 
when other Gators (ok shveitage Of lod) wenknere ad 
hotel Downe 
poland joka ater ft (nt (6 (Ne annie eet are 
phe of amrerenigy of (Re (hie Cad And evmry tour 
SO mney many Nie praber agerny 
J eeryee recently cotlivedt Nee fad (dere 
10) yaate he Merten wt 
Peace batting te Porte Wwe 
he ctrl career (he ptegiiet leet) arated 
Kae toe Neher he peegie (tenth 7 17, 
lite (nemetien® Veet yar ean retin 0 OM et 
Wet Ne ett he lmaelere ere Aang, at Mt ee 


H tstacl, Only the 


seantty and made him hing over 4! 
~~ the house of Da- 


cnibe of Fadah remained loyal to 


RWhee eboum arcivet in Jerusalem, he 
Bc: gare nouse of Judah and the tribe 
ot Benjamin homed and eighty thousand 
mghtang me © war against the house of 
israel an egain the Kingdom for Rehoboam 


Son of S 


ra of God came to Shemaiah the 
Say to Rehoboam son of Solomon 
to the whole house of Judah and 
.o the rest of the people, This is 
says: Do not go up to fight against 
the Israelites. Go home, every one 
my doing.” ” So they obeyed the 
bp and went home again, as the 


Golden Calves at Bethel and Dan 
doam fortified Shechem in the hill 
and lived there. From there he 
up Peniel. 
aght to himself, “The kingdom 
Kely revert to the house of David. 27If 
p to offer sacrifices at the temple 
salem, they will again give their 
lord, Rehoboam king of Judah 
They kill me and return to King Rehoboam.” 
seeking advice, the king made two 
n calves. He said to the people, “It is too 
for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your 
who brought you up out of Egypt.” 
1p in Bethel, and the other in Dan. 
became a sin; the people went 
Dan to worship the one there. 
boam built shrines on high places and ap- 
priests from all sorts of people, even 
ey were not Levites. “He instituted a 
n the fifteenth day of the eighth month, 
festival held in Judah, and offered sacri- 
e altar. This he did in Bethel, sacrificing 
e calves he had made. And at Bethel he also 
lied priests at the high places he had made. 
the enth day of the eighth month, a 
month of his own choosing, he offered sacrifices 
on the altar he had built at Bethel. So he instituted 
the festival for the Israelites and went up to the 
altar to make offerings. 


The Man of God From Judah 


1 By the word of the Lorp a man of God came 
from Judah to Bethel, as Jeroboam was 
standing by the altar to make an offering. 2He cried 
out against the altar by the word of the Lorp: “O 
altar, altar! This is what the Lorp says: ‘A son 
named Josiah will be born to the house of David. 
On you he will sacrifice the priests of the high 
places who now make offerings here, and human 
bones will be burned on you.’ ” 3That same day 
the man of God gave a sign: “This is the sign the 
Lop has declared: The altar will be split apart and 
the ashes on it will be poured out.” 
4When King Jeroboam heard what the man of 


*25 Hebrew Penwel. a variant of Peniel 


1 KINGS 13:21. | 
God cried out against the altar at Bethel, he 
stretched out his hand from the altar and said, 
“Seize him!” But the hand he stretched out toward 

the man shriveled up, so that he could not pull it 

back. SAlso, the altar was split apart and its ashes. 
poured out according to the sign given by the man 

of God by the word of the Lorp, 

sThen the king said to the man of God, “Inter= 
cede with the Loxp your God and pray for me that 
my hand may be restored.” So the man of God 
interceded with the Lorp, and the king's hand was 
restored and became as it was before. 

"The king said to the man of God, “Come home 
with me and have something to eat, and I will give 
you a gift.” , 

But the man of God answered the king, “Even 
if you were to give me half your yal 
would not go with you, nor would I eat bread or 
drink water here. 9For | was commanded by the 
word of the Lorn: ‘You must not eat bread or drink 
water or return by the way you came.’ ” 10So he 
took another road and did not return by the way 
he had come to Bethel, 

Now there was a certain old prophet living in 
Bethel, whose sons came and told him all that the 
man of God had done there that day, They also 
told their father what he had said to the 
12Their father asked them, “Which way he 
go?” And his sons showed him which road the 
man of God from Judah had taken. 13So he said to. 
his sons, ‘Saddle the donkey for me.’” And when 
they had saddled the donkey for him, he mounted. 
it Mand rode after the man of God. He found him 
sitting under an oak tree and asked, “Are you the 
man of God who came from Judah?” 

“Lam,” he replied. 

15So the prophet said to him, “Come home with. 
me and eat.”” 

16The man of God said, “I cannot tugh back and 
go with you, nor can I eat bread or drink water 
with you in this place. 171 have been told by the 
word of the Lop: ‘You must not eat bread or drink 
water there or return by the way you came.’ ” 

18The old prophet answered, “I too am a 
prophet, as you are. And an angel said to me by 
the word of the Lorp: ‘Bring him back with you to 
your house so that he may eat bread and drink 
water.’ ” (But he was lying to him.) 19So the man of 
God returned with him and ate and drark in his 
house. 

20While they were sitting at the table, the wor 
of the Lorp came to the old prophet who hac 
brought him back. 2!He cried out to the man of 

God who had come from Judah, ‘This is what the 


13:7 Standing Up to the King 


“court prophets.” Such 
the kings only anal a 
anonymous man. too much integrity to 
accept any such kindnesses from wicked King 
Jeroboam. ip 


1 KINGS 13:22 R 
, ou have defied the word of the 
Pec iige nant ree the command the Lore 
od gave you, 2You came back and ate bread 
God gave you 
drank water in the place where he told you Not fg — 
eat or drink, Therefore your body will not be burs 
tomb of your fathers. 
= W ie the man of God had finished eating and 
drinking, the prophet who had brought him back 
saddled his donkey for him, 4As he went on his 
way, a lion met him on the road and killed him, 
and his body was thrown down on the road, with 
both the donkey and the lion standing beside it, 
Some people who passed by saw the body 
thrown down there, with the lion standing beside 
the body, and they went and reported it in the eity 
where the old prophet lived. 
26When the prophet who had brought him back 
from his journey heard of it, he said, “Ttis the man 
of God who defied the word of the Lorp. The 
Lorp has given him over to the lion, which has 
mauled him and killed him, as the word of the 
Lorp had warned him.” 
>The prophet said to his sons, “Saddle the don- 
key for me,” and they did so, 28Then he went out 
and found the body thrown down on the road, 
with the donkey and the lion standing beside it, 
The lion had neither eaten the body nor mauled 
the donkey. 29So the prophet picked up the body 
of the man of God, laid it on the donkey, and 
brought it back to his own city to mourn for him 
and bury him. *Then he laid the body in his own 
tomb, and they mourned over him and said, “Oh, 
my brother! 
‘After burying him, he said to his sons, “When 
I die, bury me in the grave where the man of God 
is buried; lay my bones beside his bones, 32For the 
message he declared by the word of the Lorp 
against the altar in Bethel and against all the 
shrines on the high places in the towns of Samaria 
will certainly come true.’ 
33Even after this, Jeroboam did not change his 
evil ways, but once more appointed priests for the 
high places from all sorts of people. Anyone who 
wanted to become a priest he consecrated for the 
high places. MThis was the sin of the house of 
Jeroboam that led to its downfall and to its destruc- 
tion from the face of the earth. 


Ahijah’s Prophecy Against Jeroboam 


1 4 At that time Abijah son of Jeroboam became 
ill, 2and Jeroboam said to his wife, “Go, dis- 
§uise yourself, so you won't be recognized as the 
wife of Jeroboam. Then go to Shiloh. Ahijah the 
prophet is there—the one who told me I would be 
king over this people. 3Take ter loaves of bread 
with you, some cakes and a jar of honey, and goto 
him. He will tell you what will happen to the boy.” 
4So Jeroboam’s wife did What he said and went to 
Ahijah’s house in Shiloh, 
Now Ahijah could not see; his sight was gon 
because of his age. *But the Lorp Ap de ‘Alan, 
Jeroboam’s wife is coming to ask you about her 
son, for he is ill, and you are to give her such and 


“14 The meaning of the Hebrew for this 
‘Asherah; here and elsewhere in 1 Kings 2 uncertain: 


wor When she arrives, she will pree 

Han anne e elnes!! f 
tw be some’ vard the sound of her foote 
hen AN nah aa “Come In, wite of Jero- 


i 
snse? Lhave been went to you 
wii Jeroboam that thie is what 
jivracl, Says ‘Traised you up 
Jople and made you & 
among the |, st tore the kingdom away 
Pier my people Irn and gave it to you, but 
the house of Davee servant David, who 
tt have not beer like | jlowed me with all his 
tept coinmancds and IoC in my eyes, 9¥ou 
hearts doing only what Wa ed before you, 
iy aon more evil thar 5 ip hen gods, idols made 
‘ou have for yourse 
of metal; ne provoked me to anger 
thrust nd your bac 

for Mani this Lam going to a capri 
on the house of Jeroboam. | will cut o hotel 

m every last male in Israel —slave oF ‘dung 
burn up the house of Jeroboam as one bia ah 
until it ts all gone, 1!Dogs will eat those bel ate ; 
to Jeroboam who die in the city, and the birds o 
the air will feed on those who die in the country. 

The Loxb has spoken!’ foot 

2”As for you, go back home. When you set wit 
in your city, the boy will die, AU Israel will 
mourn for him and-bury him. He is the only one 
belonging to Jeroboam who will be buried, be- 
cause he is the only one in the house of Jeroboam 
in whom the Lox, the God of Israel, has found 
anything good. 

"The Lor will raise up for himself a king over 
Israel who will cut off the family of Jeroboam. This 
is the day! What? Yes, even now." And the Lorp 
will strike Israel, so that it will be like a reed sway- 
ing in the water. He will uproot Israel from this 
good land that he gave to their forefathers and 
Scatter them beyond the River, because they pro- 
voked the Loxp to anger by making Asherah 
poles. And he will give Israel up because of the 
sins Jeroboam has committed and has caused Is- 
rael to commit.” 

VThen Jeroboam’s wife got up and left and went 
to Tirzah. As soon as she stepped over the thresh- 
old of the house, the boy died, \8They buried him, 
and all Israel mourned for him, as the Lorp had ~ 
said through his servant the prophet Ahijah. 

\9The other events of Jeroboam’s reign, his wars 
and how he ruled, arc written in the book of the 
annals of the kings of Israel, 20He reigned for 
twenty-two years and then rested with his fathers, 
And Nadab his son succeeded him as king a e 


Rehoboam King of Judah 


21Rehoboam son of Solomon was judah. 
He was forty-one years old when pee king, * 
and he rei Seventeen years in Jerusalem, the 
city the Lorp had chosen out of all the tribes of 
Israel in which to put his Name. His mother’s 
name was Naamah; she was an 4 

Judah did evil in the eyes of the Lorp. By the 


sins they they jealous 
anger more than ter fete 8 They 


tthe door \ 
ae iu 
With bad news “O° 
Loup, the God © 


‘15 Thatis, the Euphrates 15 That is, symbols of the goddess 


*: 


ac 


also set up for themselves high places, sacred 
stones and Asherah poles on every high hill and 
under every spreading tree. “There were even 
male shrine prostitutes in the land; the people en- 
gaged in all the detestable practices of the nations 
the Lorp had driven out before the Israelites, 
25In the fifth year of King Rehoboam, Shishak 
king of Egypt attacked Jerusalem. 26He carried off 
the treasures of the temple of the Lorp and the 
treasures of the royal palace. He took everything, 
including all the gold shields Solomon had made. 
So King Rehoboam made bronze shields to re- 
place them and assigned these to the commanders 
of the guard on duty at the entrance to the royal 
palace. 283Whenever the king went to the Lorp’s 
temple, the guards bore the shields, and afterward 
they returned them to the guardroom. 
2As for the other events of Rehoboam’s reign, 
and all he did, are they not written in the book of 
the annals of the kings of Judah? %There was con- 
tinual warfare between Rehoboam and Jeroboam. 
31And Rehoboam rested with his fathers and was 
buried with them in the City of David. His 
mother’s name was Naamah; she was an Ammon- 
ite. And Abijah¢ his son succeeded him as king. 
Abijah King of Judah 
1 5 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Jero- 
boam son of Nebat, Abijah’ became king of 
Judah, and he reigned in Jerusalem three years. 
His mother’s name was Maacah daughter of 
Abishalom.¢ 
3He committed all the sins his father had done 
before him; his heart was not fully devoted to the 
Lorp his God, as the heart of David his forefather 
had been. ‘Nevertheless, for David’s sake the 
Lorp his God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem by 
raising up a son to succeed him and by making 
Jerusalem strong. 5For David had done what was 
right in the eyes of the Lorv and had not failed tg 
keep any of the Lorp’s commands all the days of 
his life—except in the case of Uriah the Hittite. 
6There was war between Rehoboamé and Jero- 
boam throughout Abijah’s, lifetime. 7As for the 
other events of Abijah’s reign, and all he did, are 
they not written in the book of the annals of the 
kings of Judah? There was war between Abijah 
and Jeroboam. 8And Abijah rested with his fathers 
and was buried in the City of David, And Asa his 
son succeeded him as king. 


14:23 Notorious Asherah Poles 
Introduced in the reign of Rehoboam, Asherah 
poles became a regular feature of Judah's 
landscape for hundreds of years. They were 
dedicated to a mother-goddess and often erected 
alongside altars on the Figh places devoted to God. 
They came to represent Judah’s slide into idolatry. 
When judging the failures of various kings, the 
authors often comment, ‘“but he did not remove 
the Asherah poles.” 
eee OO 


43] Some Hebrew manuscnpts and Septuagint (see also. 2 Chron. 12:16), most Hebrew manuscripts Abjem 
manuscripts and Septuagint (see also 2 Chron. 12:16); most Hebrew manuscnpts Abyem, also in verses 7 and 8 
46 Most Hebrew manuscripts, some Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac Abtam (that is, Abijeh) 


Absalom, also in verse 10 


His grandmother's 

name was Maacah daughter of Abishalom. ‘4 
NAsa did what was right in the eyes of the Lonp, 

as his father David done. expelled the 

male shrine prostitutes from the land and got rid of 

all the idols his fathers had made. 3He even 

deposed his grandmother Maacah from her posi- 

tion as queen mother, because she had made 

repulsive Asherah pole. Asa cut the pole down 


and burned it in the Kidron Valley. “All he 
did not remove the high places, Asa’s heart was 
fully committed to the Lorp all his life. He 
brought into the temple of the Lorp the silver and 
gold and the articles that he and his father/had 
dedicated, 

\sThere was war between Asa and Baasha king 
of Israel throughout their reigns. 1 king of 
Israel went up against Judah and Ramah 


to prevent anyone from leaving or entering the 
territory of Asa king of Judah: 

18Asa then took all the silver and gold that was 
left in the treasuries of the Lorp’s temple and of 
his own palace. He entrusted it to his and 
sent them to Ben-Hadad son of Tabrimmon, the 
son of Hezion, the king of Aram, who was ruling 
in Damascus. 1%‘Let there be a treaty between me 
and you,” he said, “as there was between 
father and your father. See, | am sending you a, 
of silver and gold. Now break your treaty with 
Baasha king of Israel so he will withdraw from 
me.” 

2Ben-Hadad agreed with King Asa and sent the 
commanders of his forces against the towns of 
Israel. He conquered Ijon, Dan, Abel Beth Maacah 
and all Kinnereth in addition to Naphtali. 2} When 
Baasha heard this, he stopped building Ramah 
and withdrew to Tirzah. 2Then King Asa issued 
an order to all Judah—no one was exempt—and 
they carried away from Ramah the stones and tim- 
ber Baasha had been using there. With them King 
Asa built up Geba in Benjamin, and also Mizpah. 

As for all the other events of Asa’s reign, all his 
achievements, all he did and the cities he built, are 
they not written in the book of the annals of the 
kings of Judah? In his old age, however, his feet 
became diseased. “Then Asa rested with his fa- 
thers and was buried with them in the city of his 
father David. And Jehoshaphat his son succeeded 


him as king. 


Nadab King of Israel . 


25Nadab son of Jeroboam became king of Israel 
in the second year of Asa king of Judah, and he 
reigned over Israel two years. He did evil in the 
eyes of the Lorp, walking in the ways of his father 
and in his sin, which he had caused Israel to com- 
mit 

27Baasha son of Ahijah of the house of Issachar 
plotted against him, and he struck him down at 


"1 Some Hebrew 
‘2 A variant of 


302 i 
1 KINGS 15:28 ken against Baasha through the pro) 
a Philistine town, while Nadab and all re seaeee oll the sins Baasha and his 


Gibbethon, stine 
Israel were besieging it. 
the third year of Asa king o! 


is king. 4 . 
ae ee as he began to reign, he killed Jero 


(i le family. He did not leave Jeroboam 
pe athe but destroyed them all, re 
cording to the word of the Lorp given through i 
servant Ahijah the Shilonite— “because of f e 
sins Jeroboam had committed and had age A 
rael to commit, an paca tes he provoked 

orp, the God of Israel, to anger y 
aie for the other events of Nadab’s reign, and 
all he did, are they not written in the book of the 
annals of the kings of Israel? 32There was war be- 
tween Asa and Baasha king of Israel throughout 


their reigns. 


Baasha King of Israel 

33In the third year of Asa king of Judah, Baasha 
son of Ahijah became king of all Israel in Tirzah, 
and he reigned twenty-four years. 4He did evilin 
the eyes of the Loxp, walking in the ways of Jero- 
boam and in his sin, which he had caused Israel to 


28Baasha killed Nadab in 
f Judah and succeeded 


commit 
Then the word of the Lorp came to Jehu son 


1 of Hanani against Baasha: 2“I lifted you up 
from the dust and made you leader of my people 
Israel, but you walked in the ways of Jeroboam and 
caused my people Israel to sin and to provoke me 
to anger by their sins. 350 | am about to consume 
Baasha and his house, and | will make your house 
like that of Jeroboam son of Nebat. 4Dogs will eat 
those belonging to Baasha who die in the city, and 
the birds of the air will feed on those who die in the 
country 
As for the other events of Baasha’s reign, what 
he did and his achievements, are they not written 
in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel? 
°Baasha rested with his fathers and was buried in 
Tirzah, And Elah his son succeeded him as king. 
‘Moreover, the word of the Lorp came through 
the prophet Jehu son of Hanani to Baasha and his 
house, because of all the evil he had done in the 
eyes of the Lorb, provoking him to anger by the 
things he did, and becoming like the house of 
Jeroboam—and also because he destroyed it 


Elah King of Israel 


‘In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king of Judah, 
Elah son of Baasha became king of Israel, and he 
reigned in Tirzah two years. 

*Zimni, one of his officials, who had command 
of half his chariots, plotted against him. Elah was 
in Tirzah at the time, getting drunk in the home of 
Arza, the man in charge of the palace at Tirzah. 
‘(Zimri came in, struck him down and killed him 
in the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah, 
Then he succeeded him as king. 

As soon as he began to reign and was seated 
on the throne, he killed off Baasha’s whole family 
He did not Spare a single male, whether relative or 
friend. 12So Zimri destroyed the whole family of 
Baasha, in accordance with the word of the Lorp 


“24 That is, about 150 pounds (about 70 kilograms) 


n | to 
had committed and had caused Israe’ of Is 4 
so that they proves Lorp, the God leaely a 
to anger by their worthless idols. ; 

WAS for the other events of Blah i reign: Oe 
he did, are they not written in the 
annals of the kings of Israel? ln 


Zimri King of Israel ; 

15In the twenty-seventh year of Asa xing 
Judah, Zimri reigned in Tirzah seven isa 
army was encamped near Gibbethon, a Sars hae 
town. 16When the Israelites in the camp hea 
Zimri had plotted against the king and mui a 
him, they proclaimed Omri, the commander of 
army, king over Israel that very day there in the 
camp. !7Then Omri and all the Israelites with him 
withdrew from Gibbethon and laid siege to Tirzah. 
18When Zimri saw that the city was taken, he went 
into the citadel of the royal palace and set the 
palace on fire around him. So he died, 9because of 
the sins he had committed, doing evil in the eyes 
of the Lorp and walking in the ways of Jeroboam 
and in the sin he had committed and had caused 
Israel to commit. 

20As for the other events of Zimri’s reign, and 
the rebellion he carried out, are they not written in 
the book of the annals of the kings of Israel? 


Omri King of Israel 

21Then the people of Israel were split into two 
factions; half supported Tibni son of Ginath for 
king, and the other half supported Omri. 2But 
Omri’s followers proved stronger than those of 
Tibni son of Ginath, So Tibni died and Omri 
became king. 

23In the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah, 
Omri became king of Israel, and he reigned twelve 
years, six of them in Tirzah. 24He bought the hill of 
Samaria from Shemer for two talents# of silver and 
built a city on the hill, calling it Samaria, after 
Shemer, the name of the former owner of the hill. 

25But Omri did evil in the eyes of the Lorp and 
sinned more than all those before him, He 
walked in all the ways of Jeroboam son of Nebat 
and in his sin, which he had caused Israel to com- 


:21 Strong Politically but 
Weak Spiritually y 


King Omri gets a grand total of eight verses 

1 Kings, even though secular eee poi 
as one of Israel’s most powerful kings. After his 
firm rule, Israel was called Omriland in Assyrian 
records, He built the arial city of Samaria in a 
location that guarded all routes north and 

Yet he also started the religi S heresies that led to 
his nation’s extinction. Politically shrewd, he 
married off his son to a neighbo: , 
conn jesse Te book of Ki 
concerned with the rulers’ spiritual he fs 
Omri scored very poorly, 7 alth, and 
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mit, so that they provoked the Loxb, the God of 
Israel, to anger by their worthless idols 

As for the other events of Omvi’s reign, what 
he did and the things he achieved, are they not 
written in the book of the annals of the kings of 
Jarael? 8Omei rested with his fathers and was bur- 
fed in Samaria, And Ahab his son succeeded him 
as king 


Ahab Becomes King of Israel 
“In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, 
Ahab son of Omri became king of Israel, and he 
reigned in Samaria over Israel twentyetwo years, 
Ahab son of Omri did more evil in the eyes of the 
Loxp than any of those before him. 5!He not only 
considered it trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam 
son of Nebat, but he also married Jezebel daughter 
of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and began to 
serve Baal and worship him. He set up an altar 
for Baal in the temple of Baal that he built in Sa- 
maria, “Ahab also made an Asherah pole and did 
more to provoke the Lorp, the God of Israel, to 
anger than did all the kings of Israel before him, 
MIn Ahab‘s time, Hiel of Bethel rebuilt Jericho. 
He laid its foundations at the cost of his firstborn 
son Abiram, and he set up its gates at the cost of 
his youngest son Segub, in accordance with the 
word of the Lorp spoken by Joshua son of Nun. 


Elijah Fed by Ravens 


wa Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe? in 
Gilead, said to Ahab, ‘As the Lorn, the God 
of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither 
dew nor rain in the next few years except at my 
word.” 
2Then the word of the Lorp came to Elijah: 
3Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith 
Ravine, east of the Jordan. 4You will drink from the 
brook, and I have ordered the ravens to feed you 
there.” 
5So he did what the Lorp had told him. He went 
to the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan, and stayed 
there. ‘The ravens brought him bread and meat in 
the morning and bread and meat in the evening, 
and he drank from the brook. 


The Widow at Zarephath 


7Some time later the brook dried up because 
there had been no rain in the land. 8Then the word 
of the Lorp came to him: %’Go at once to Zare- 
phath of Sidon and stay there. I have commanded 
a widow in that place to supply you with food.” 
10So he went to Zarephath. When he came to the 
town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He 
called to her and asked, “Would you bring me a 
little water in a jar so I may have a drink?” 11As she 


16:34 A Curse from Joshua 

Joshua 6:26 records the solemn pronouncement of 
what would happen to anyone who attempted to 
rebuild Jericho. The curse had tragic consequences 
for Hiel. 


*1 Or Tishbite, of the settlers 
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please, a piece of bread. . 

12”As surely as the Lorp your God liv 
replied, I don’t have any bread—only a 
of flour ina jar and a little oil in a jug. Lam gather- 
ing a few sticks to tal ome and make a meal for 
myself and my son, that we may eat it—and die” 

13Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Go home 
and do as you have said. But first make a small 
cake of bread for me from what you have and bring 
it to me, and then make something for yourself 
and your son, '4For this is what the Lop, the God 
of Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be used up 
and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the 
Lorp gives rain on the land.’ “ 

‘5She went away and did as Elijah had told her. 
So there was food every day for Elijah and for the 
woman and her family. 16For the jar of flour was 
not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in 
keeping with the word of the Lorp spoken by 
Elijah. 

17Some time later the son of the woman who 
owned the house became ill. He grew worse and 
worse, and finally stopped breathing. 18She said to 
Elijah, “What do you have against me, man of 
God? Did you come to remind me of my sin and 
kill my son?” 

19”’Give me your son,” Elijah replied, He took 
him from her arms, carried him to the upper room 
where hé was staying, and laid him on his bed. 
20Then he cried out to the Lorp, “O Lorp my God, 
have you brought tragedy also upon this widow I 
am staying with, by causing her son to die?” 
21Then he stretched himself out on the boy three 
times and cried to the Lorp, “O Lorp my God, let 
this boy’s life return to him!” 

22The Lorp heard Elijah’s cry, and the boy’s life 
returned to him, and he lived. Elijah picked up 
the child and carried him down from the room into 
the house. He gave him to his mother and said, 
“Look, your son is alive!” 

2%4Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know 
that you are a man of God and that the word of the 
Lorp from your mouth is the truth.” 


Elijah and Obadiah 


1 After a long time, in the third year, the word 
of the Lorp came to Elijah: Go and present 


17:12 Down to the Last Meal 
Elijah’s unusual sources of food demanded the 
utmost faith in God. First, he was fed by ravens. 
Then, when his water supply gave out, God 
ordered Elijah to a very unely Dene the home of 
a famished, poverty-stricken wi . The widow, 
not even an beet i perenet home 
territory, a erous place for a hunted prophet. 
Yet the widow at Zarephath showed enough faith 
in the prophet and his God to use up her last 
meager resources. The result proved her faith was 
well-founded. Jesus referred to this asan 
example of God's reaching out to 
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The Contest 
StS 
One Ione prophet against a thousand prie: 


How long will ey waver between two 
18:2 
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opinions? If the Loro *~ 


Elijah went before the people and sald follow him. 


's God, follow him; but if Baa! is Go¢ The forces of evil and the forces of 


few scenes in the Bible are more dramatic than LG Iehandedly took on a king and nearly 
good collided head-on A bedraggled desert prophet sing} ition, he came 
a thousand powerful priests Like a wild, startling apparition, he 
Elijah had made sntrance three years before. i d inblaee camel's hair, he 
4 grand entrance ‘affluent Samaria. Clothes and high-pointed bonnets. 


out of nowhere to » terraced streets of e a 
Bie a f Baal, who believed their 


» of doom 
iN it was a direct affront to followers of 


arg he was the most wanted 
Having delivered his message, Elijah dlsappee  e ai in the scene reported in 


Elijah’s Contest - on 
i he Jewish religion, but King 
Israel was at a crossroads. Other kings had introduced idolatry into ¢ 
Ahab and the notorious Queen jezebel were going much further. They wanted to wipe out all 
worship of the true God. 
The prophet Elijah proved a worthy adversary. His very name meant “The Lorp is Hite God.” ue 
proposed a showdown, the ultimate contest to prove who was the true er First Kings ee S 
a 


the scene in full color, complete with the priests’ desperate contortions and Elijah’s moc 
taunting commentary. In the final analysis, it was no contest at all. God unleashed a spectacular 


display of raw power, q 
jah was one of the most colorful of all Israel’s prophets. He suffered from bouts of 
depression and self-doubt, but during times of crisis he showed amazing courage. The Mount 
Carmel showdown was merely one sign of the high drama going on, Elijah lived during one of the 
greatest outbreaks of miracles in biblical history. God was sounding a final warning to the North. 


Israel's Real Heroes 
The author of the book of Kings started out to record the history of God’s anointed leaders. But 


as the rulers and then priests grow more and more corrupt, this book trains the spotlight on 


prophets like Elijah, They emerge as Israel's real heroes 
The prophets were not, to Israel, merely preachers or poets. They were channels of God's 


power, through word and deed. They served on the front line of the stru: gle between good and 
evil. Over time, the prophets’ significance overtook and even surpassed that of kings. Kings came 


and went, but the message of the prophets endured 


Voices in the Desert 
Whether they served in the government or wandered in occasional from th 
prophets remained accountable only to God. They decried other, “alee” pte: joes ue 
the king, who pear told the king whatever he wished to hear, ik 
Not all prophets left written messages (Elijah and Elisha, for exampl di 
prophetic writings that did survive form 17 books of the Old Testament fet put rose ; 
from the time period described in 1 and 2 Sings, . emming 
The prophets told of a God who worked in histo: to ac i: i i ’ 
Sometimes he seemed silent. Sometimes he worked slowly and mystesiocaht hon ee Hh ; 
did step in directly, spectacularly, with a display of power. And when he did, a roph ee 
usually right in the midst of things—like Elijah on Mount Carmel PERRI MAS. 


Life Questions: Who serves the role of “prophet” today? 
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yourself to Ahab, and Twill send rain on the Jana.” 
250 Blijah went to present himself to Ahab. 

Now the famine was severe in Samaria, tand 
Ahab had summoned Obadiah, who was in charge 
of his palace. (Obadiah was a devout believer in 
the Lory, 4While Jezebel was killing off the Lorp's 
prophets, Obadiah had taken a hundred prophets 
and hidden them in two caves, fifty in each, and 
had supphed them with food and water.) 'Ahab 
had said to Obadiah, “Go through the land to all 
the springs and valleys, Maybe we can find some 
grass to keep the horses and mules alive so we will 
not have to kill any of our animals.” 650 they di- 
vided the land they were to cover, Ahab going in 
one direction and Obadiah in another, 

As Obadiah was walking, along, Elijah met him, 
Obadiah recognized him, bowed down to the 
ground, and said, “Is it really you, my lord Eli- 
jah? 

8”'Yes,” he replied, Go tell your master, ‘Elijah 
is here.’ 
9”What have | done wrong,” asked Obadiah, 
“that you are handing your servant over to Ahab 
to be put to death? !0As surely as the Loxp your 
God lives, there is not a nation or kingdom where 
my master has not sent someone to look for you. 
And whenever a nation or kingdom claimed you 
were not there, he made them swear they could 
not find you. |!But now you tell me to go to my 
master and say, ‘Elijah is here.’ 121 don’t know 
where the Spirit of the LoRp may carry you when I 
leave you. If | go and tell Ahab and he doesn’t find 
you, he will kill me. Yet I your servant have wor- 
shiped the Lorp sitce my youth. 13Haven’t you 
heard, my lord, what I did while Jezebel was kill- 
ing the prophets of the Lorv? I hid a hundred of 
the Lorp’s prophets in two caves, fifty in each, and 
supplied them with food and water. 14And now 
you tell me to go to my master and say, ‘Elijah is 
here.’ He will kill me!’ 
\5Elijah said,"“As the Lorp Almighty lives, 
whom I serve, I will surely present myself to Ahab 
today.” 


Elijah on Mount Carmel 


16So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, 
and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 77When he saw 
Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of 
Israel?” 
18T have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah 
replied. “But you and your father’s family have. 
You have abandoned the Lorp’s commands and 
have followed the Baals. !7Now summon the 
people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount 
Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty 
prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of 
Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table,” 
20S9 Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and 
assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel. 2!Elijah 
went before the people and said, “How long will 
you waver between two opinions? If the Lorp is 
God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” 
But the people said nothing. 
22Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of 


#32 That is, probably about 13 quarts (about 15 liters) 
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the Lonp's prophets left, but Baal has four hun- 
dred and fifty prophets. %Get two bulls for us, Let 
them choose one for themselves, and let them cut 
it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire 
to it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on the 
wood but not set fire to it, 4Then you call on the 
name of your god, and J will call on the name of the 
Lorp, The god who answers by fire—he is God,” 

Then all the people said, “What you say is 
good,” 

25Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose 
one of the bulls and prepare it first, since there are 
50 many of you, Call on the name of your god, but 
do not light the fire.’” 26S they took the bull given 
them and prepared it. 

Then they called on the name of Baal from 
morning till noon, “O Baal, answer us!” they 
shouted, But there was no response; no one an- 
swered. And they danced around the altar they 
had made, 

27At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout 
louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is. 
deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is 
sleeping and must be awakened.” 28So they shout- 
ed louder and slashed themselves with swords 
and spears, as was their custom, until their blood 
flowed. 2Midday passed, and they continued 
their frantic prophesying until the time for the 
evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no 
one answered, noone paid attention. 

Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here 
to me.” They came to him, and he repaired the 
altar of the Lorp, which was in ruins. 51Elijah took 
twelve stones, one for each of the tribes descended 
from Jacob, to whom the word of the Lorp had 
come, saying, “Your name shall be Israel.” 32With 
the stones he built an altar in the name of the 
Lorp, and he dug a trench around it large enough 
to hold two seahs* of seed, 33He arranged the 
wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the 
wood, Then he said to them, “Fill four large jars 
with water and pour it on the offering and on the 
wood.” 

34"Do it again,” he said, and they did it again. 

“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it 
the third time. The water ran down around the 
altar and even filled the trench. 

36At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah 
stepped forward and prayed: “O Lorp, God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today 
that you are God in Israel and that lam your 
servant and have done all theSe things at your 


18:33 Elijah Rubs It In 

Elijah designed the contest to expose Baal, the 
alleged god of weather, who was often i 
carrying a thunderbolt. Elijah doused his own altar 
with 12 large jars of water—a precious commodity 
after three years of drought—before calling'ee 
God. Fire from heaven burned up the sacrifice, the 
wood, the stones, the soil, and even licked up 
water in the trench. 
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nd, 37Answer me, O Lorp, answer me, 50 
reece will know that you, O Lorp, are God, 
and that you are turning their hearts back again. 
38Then the fire of the Lorp fell and burned 
the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, an‘ 
also licked up the water in the trench 
39When all the people saw this, they fell pros 
trate and cried, “The Lorp-he is God! The Lorp 
—he is God!” 4 
4Then Elijah commanded them, “Seize oe 
prophets of Baal, Don’t let anyone get aoe 
They seized them, and Elijah had them broug! 
down to the Kishon Valley and slaughtered there. 
41And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go, eat and drink, 
for there is the sound of a heavy rain.” 42S0 Ahab 
went off to eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the 
top of Carmel, bent down to the ground and put 
his face between his knees. . 
43”Go and look toward the sea,” he told his 
servant. And he went up and looked. 

“There is nothing there,’ he said. 

Seven times Elijah said, “Go back.” 

“The seventh time the servant reported, “A 
cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from the 
sea 

So Elijah said, “Go and tell Ahab, ‘Hitch up 
your chariot and go down before the rain stops 
you 

iSMeanwhile, the sky grew black with clouds, 
the wind rose, a heavy rain came on and Ahab 
rode off to Jezreel. The power of the Lorp came 
upon Elijah and, tucking his cloak into his belt, he 
ran ahead of Ahab all the way to Jezreel. 


Elijah Flees to Horeb 


19 Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah 
had done and how he had killed all the 
prophets with the sword. 2So Jezebel sent a mes- 
venger to Elijah to say, “May the gods deal with 
me, be it ever $o severely, if by this time tomorrow 
! do not make your life like that of one of them.” 
‘Elijah was afraid’ and ran for his life. When he 
came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant 
there, ‘while he himself went a day’s journey into 
the desert. He came to a broom tree, sat down 
under itand prayed that he might die. “I have had 
enough, Lop,” he said. “Take my life; | am no 
’ 5Then he lay down un- 
der the tree and felLasleep 
Allat once an angel touched him and said, “Get 
up and eat.” “He looked around, and there by his 
t was a cake of bread baked over hot coals, and 
4 jar of water, He ate and drank and then lay down 
again 


better than my ancestc 


The angel of the Loxp came back a second time 
and touched him and said, “Get up and eat, for the 
journey is too much for you.” 4So he got up and ate 
and drank, Strengthened by that food, he traveled 
forty days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, 
the mountain of God. ‘There he went into a cave 
and spent the night 


On Elin saw 


The Lorp Appears to Elijah = 
And the word of cs pi! came to him: 

ou doing here, Elija 
ars oHe repel “T have been very zealous for the : 
Loxp God Almighty. The Israelites have 
your covenant, broken down your altars, and 
your prophets to death with the : 
only one left, and now they are trying 
too.” ; 
!The Lorp said, “Go out and stand on the 
mountain in the presence of the Loxp, for the 
Lorp is about to pass by.” 4 tie 

Then a great and powerful wind tore the moun- 
tains apart an shattered the rocks before the 
Lorp, but the Lorp was not in the wind. After the 
wind there was an earthquake, but the Lorp was 
not in the earthquake. !2After the earthquake came " 
a fire, but the Lorp was not in the fire. And after — 
the fire came a gentle whisper. !3When Elijah 
heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went 
out and stood at the mouth of the cave. 

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?’’ oe 

\4He replied, “I have been very zealous for the 
Lorp God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected 
your covenant, broken down your altars, and put 
your prophets to death with the sword. lam the 
only one left, and now they are trying to kill me 
too,”” 

15The Lorp said to him, “Go back the way you 
came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When 
you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 
16Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, 
and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meho- 
lah to succeed you as prophet. 17Jehu will put to 
death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and 
Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword 
of Jehu. 18Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel— 
all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and 
all whose mouths have not kissed him.” 


19:3 A Queen Who Brought 
Down a Kingdom 

Queen jezebel’s reputation was such that Elijah ran 
from her in fear even after God had triumphantly 
displayed his power on Mount Carmel, The Roman 
historian Josephus records her family history. Her 
father, who had served as high ina 

temple in Tyre, murdered the ki ing and there 
for 32 years. His reign was characterized by 
murderous idolatries and a reckless contempt for 
human ui ts. 

Jezebel followed in her father’s footsteps. 
Married to Ahab as part ps pola) alliance, she 
installed 950 prophets of Baal and ordered the 
wholesale slau; of any prophets of God who 
opposed her. Ahab fell under her sway. Alone, he 
could be brave, chival and even 
For momar pened and Jezebel’s 

influence im to become wicked 
of Israel. ee king, 
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The Call of Elisha your hand today, and then you will know that am 
the Lorp.’”” S * 


19So Elijah went from there and found Elisha 
son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve yoke 
of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth 
pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak 
around him. 20Elisha then left his oxen and ran 
after Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and mother 
good-by,” he said, “and then I will come with 
you. 

“Go back,” Elijah replied. ‘‘What have I done to 
you?” 

210 Elisha left him and went back. He took his 
yoke of oxen and slaughtered them, He burned the 
plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to 
the people, and they ate. Then he set out to follow 
Elijah and became his attendant. 


Ben-Hadad Attacks Samaria 


20 Now Ben-Hadad king of Aram mustered his 
entire army. Accompanied by thirty-two 
kings with their horses and chariots, he went up 
and besieged Samaria and attacked it. 7He sent 
messengers into the city to Ahab king of Israel, 
saying, “This is what Ben-Hadad says: Your sil- 
ver and gold are mine, and the best of your wives 
and children are mine.’ 
4The king of Israel answered, “Just as you say, 
my lord the king. I and all I have are yours.” 
5The messengers came again and said, “This is 
what Ben-Hadad says: ‘I sent to demand your sil- 
ver and gold, your wives and your children. But 
about this time tomorrow I am going to send my 
officials to search your palace and the houses of 
your officials. They will seize everything you value 
and carry it away 
7The king of Israel summoned all the elders of 
the land and said to them, “See how this man is 
looking for trouble! When he sent for my wives 
and my children, my silver and my gold, I did not 
refuse him.” 

8The elders and the people all answered, “Don’t 
listen to him or agree to his demands.” 

9So he replied to Ben-Hadad’s messengers, “Tell 
my lord the king, ‘Your servant will do all you 
demanded the first time, but this demand I cannot 
meet.’ ’ They left and took the answer back to Ben- 
Hadad. 

10Then Ben-Hadad sent another message to 
Ahab: “May the gods deal with me, be it ever so 
severely, if enough dust remains in Samaria to give 
each of my men a handful.” 

The king of Israel answered, ‘Tell him: ‘One 
who puts on his armor should not boast like one 
who takes it off.’ ” 

12Ben-Hadad heard this message while he and 
the kings were drinking in their tents,¢ and he 
ordered his men: “Prepare to attack.” So they pre- 
pared to attack the city. 


Ahab Defeats Ben-Hadad 


13Meanwhile a prophet came to Ahab king of 
Israel and announced, “This is what the Lorp 
says: ‘Do you see this vast army? I will give it into 


“12 Or im Succoth; also in verse 16 


14"But who will do this?” asked Ahab. 
The prophet replied, “This is what the Lorp ~ 
says: “fhe young officers of the provincial com- 
manders will do it.” 
“And who will start the battle?” he asked. 
The prophet answered, “You will.” eae 
15So Ahab summoned the young officers of the 
provincial commanders, 232 men. Then he assem- 
bled the rest of the Israelites, 7,000in all. 16They set 
out at noon while Ben-Hadad and the 32 kings 
allied with him were in their tents getting drunk. 
17The young officers of the provincial commanders 
went out first, 
Now Ben-Hadad had dispatched scouts, who 
reported, “Men are advancing from Samaria.” 
18He said, “If they have come out for peace, take 
them alive; if they have come out for war, take 
them alive.” e 
19The young officers of the provincial command- 
ers marched out of the city with the army behind C4 
them 20and each one struck down his opponent. 
At that, the Arameans fled, with the Israelites in 
pursuit. But Ben-Hadad king of Aram escaped on 
horseback with some of his horsemen, 2!The king, 
of Israel advanced and overpowered the horses 
and chariots and inflicted heavy losses on the Ara- 
means. f 1 
22Afterward, the prophet came to the king of 
Israel and said, “Strengthen your position and see 
what must be done, because next spring the king 
of Aram will attack you again.” rw 
23Meanwhile, the officials of the king of Aram ~ 
advised him, “Their gods are gods of the hills. — 
That is why they were too strong for us. But if we” 
fight them on the plains, surely we will be stronger 
than they. 24Do this: Remove all the kings from — 


% 


their commands and replace them with other offi- 


cers. You must also raise an army like the one 
you lost—horse for horse and chariot for chariot— 
so we can fight Israel on the plains. Then surely we 
will be stronger than they.” He agreed with them 
and acted accordingly. 

26The next spring Ben-Hadad mustered the Ara- 
means and went up to Aphek to fight against Is- 
rael. 27When the Israelites were also mustered and 
given provisions, they marched out to meet them. 
The Israelites camped opposite them like two 
small flocks of goats, while the Arameans covered — 
the countryside. 

28The man of God came up and told the king of 
Israel, “This is what the Lorp says: ‘Because the 
Arameans think the Loro is a god of the hills and 
nota god of the valleys, I will deliver this vast army 
read your hands, and you will know that 1 am the 

RD.’ ~ ; 

29For seven days they camped opposite 
other, and on the seventh day the battle 


joined. The Israelites inflicted a hundred thousand _ 
casualties on the Aramean foot soldiers in one day. fs 


*The rest of them escaped to the city of Aphek, 
where the wall callnpeed cn fieslrginaa naa 
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sand of them. And Ben-Hadad fled to the city and 


hidinaninnerroom. 
31His officials said to him, “Look, we have heard 


1 are merciful. 
that the kings of the house of Israel « 

Let us go S the king of Israel with sackcloth 
around our waists and ropes around our heads. 


Perhaps he will spare your life.” " 
22Wearing sackcloth around their waists and 


king of 
ropes around their heads, they went to the f 
tee ‘and said, “Your servant Ben-Hadad says: 
‘Please let me live.’ ” 
The king answered, 


brother.” ? 
33The men took this as a good sign and were 


quick to pick up his word. “Yes, your brother Ben- 
Hadad!” they said , 

“Go and get him,” the king said. When Ben- 
Hadad came out, Ahab had him come up into his 


chariot 
34] will return the cities my father took from 


your father,” Ben-Hadad offered. “You may set up 
your own market areas in Damascus, as my father 
did in Samaria.” 

Ahab said,, “On the basis of a treaty I will set 
you free.” So he made a treaty with him, and let 
him go. 

A Prophet Condemns Ahab 

35By the word of the Lorp one of the sons of the 
prophets said to his companion, “Strike me with 
your weapon,” but the man refused. 

%So the prophet said, “Because you have not 
obeyed the Lorp, as soon as you leave me a lion 
will kill you.” And after the man went away, a lion 
found him and killed him 

37The prophet found another man and said, 
“Strike me, please.” So the man struck him and 
wounded him. 38Then the prophet went and stood 
by the road waiting for the king. He disguised 
himself with his headband down over his eyes. 
39As the king passed by, the prophet called out to 
him, ‘Your servant went into the thick of the bat- 
tle, and someone came to me with a captive and 
said, ‘Guard this man. If he is missing, it will be 
your life for his life, or you must pay a talent* of 
silver.’ 40While your servant was busy here and 
there, the man disappeared.” 

“That is your sentence,” the king of Israel said. 
“You have pronounced it yourself.” 

41Then the prophet quickly removed the head- 
band from his eyes, and the king of Israel recog- 
nized him as one of the prophets. 42He said to the 
king, “This is what the Lorp says: ‘You have set 
free a man I had determined should die. There- 
fore it is your life for his life, your people for his 
people.’ 43Sullen and angry, the king of Israel 
went to his palace in Samaria. 


Naboth’s Vineyard 


21 Some time later there was an incident in- 
volving a vineyard belonging to Naboth the 
Jezreelite. The vineyard was in Jezreel, close to the 
palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 2Ahab said to 
Naboth, ‘Let me have your vineyard to use for a 


“Is he still alive? He is my 


439 That is, about 75 pounds (about 34 kilograms) 
to the Loxp, often by totally destroying them, 


vegetable garden, since it is close to my palace, In 


‘i teer-vineyard or, if 
exchange I will give you a be! Title Wont” 


I will whateve! 

et Naboth replied, “The Lorp forbid that 1 
should give you the inheritance of my fathers. 

4So Ahab went home, sullen and angry because 
Naboth the Jezreelite had said, “I will not give you 
the inheritance of my fathers,” He lay on his bed 
sulking and refused to eat, Re, 
SHis wife Jezebel came in and asked him, “Why 
are you so sullen? Why won't you eat?” 

6He answered her, ‘Because I said to Naboth 
the Jezreelite, ‘Sell me your vineyard; or if you 
prefer, I will give you another vineyard in its 
place.’ But he said, ‘I will not give you my vine- 

ard.’ ’” 

‘ 7Jezebel his wife said, “Is this how you act as 
king over Israel? Get up and eat! Cheer up. Vl get 
you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.” 

8So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, placed his 
seal on them, and sent them to the elders and 
nobles who lived in Naboth’s city with him. 9In 
those letters she wrote: 


“Proclaim a day of fasting and seat Naboth 
ina prominent place among the people. !0But , 
seat two scoundrels opposite him and have 
them testify that he has cursed both God and 
the king. Then take him out and stone him to 
death.” 


1So the elders and nobles who lived in Naboth’s ] 
city did as Jezebel directed in the letters she had ) 
{ 


written to them. !2They proclaimed a fast and seat- 
ed Naboth ina prominent place among the people. 
13Then two scoundrels came and sat opposite him 
and brought charges against Naboth before the 
people, saying, “Naboth has cursed both God and 
the king.”” So they took him outside the city and 
stoned him to death. ‘Then they sent word to 
Jezebel: “Naboth has been stoned and is dead.” 
15As soon as Jezebel heard that Naboth had been 
stoned to death, she said to Ahab, ‘’Get up and 
take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jez- 
reelite that he refused to sell you. He is no longer 
alive, but dead.” 16When Ahab heard that Naboth 


21:1 The Case of the Stolen 

Vineyard 

The incident of Naboth’s vineyard shows the 

selective way in which Old Testament authors 

wove history together. In one sense, the theft was a 

minor incident in King Ahab’s reign. Yet 1 Kings 

devotes more space to it than to the entire reigns 

of some kings. It showed the kings’ abuse of power . 

and disrespect for God’s covenant. Every Israelite 

had the right to possess a piece of the promised 

land—not even a king could legally usurp that 

right. In fact, selling the land vould break’a law 

Cod pee es Gesitiens 25:23-31). Ahab’s greed 
jezebel’s intrigue led to murder imatel 

spelled doom for the kingdom. a y 


—_—_—_—_—_—_________. 


°42 The Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons 
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was dead, he got up and went down to take 
possession of Naboth’s vineyard 

\Then the word of the Loxp came'to Elijah the 
Tishbite: 18”Go down to meet Ahab king of Israel 
who rules in Samana. He is now in Naboth’s vine 
yard, where he has gone to take possession of it 
19Say to him, ‘This is what the Lorp says: Have 
you not murdered a man and seized his property” 
Then say to him, ‘This is what the Lorp says; In 


the place where dogs licked up Naboth’s blood, 


dogs will lick up your blood—yes, yours!’ “ 
Ahab said to Elijah, ‘So you have found me, 
my enemy! 
| have found you,” he answered, “because you 
have sold yourself to do evil in the eyes of the 
Lorp. 2!‘I am going to bring disaster on you [ will 
consume your descendants and cut off from Ahab 
every last male in Israel—slave or free, 21 will 
make your house Jike that of Jeroboam"son of 
Nebat and that of Baasha son of Ahijah, because 
you have provoked me to anger and have caused 
Israel to sin 
2¥And also concerning Jezebel the Lorp says: 
Dogs will devour Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.” 
24Dogs will eat those belonging to Ahab who 
die in the city, and the birds of the air will feed on 
those who die in the country.” 
25(There was never a man like Ahab, who sold 
himself to do evil in the eyes of the Lorp, urged on 
by Jezebel his wife, 28He behaved in the vilest 
manner by going after idols, like the Amorites the 
Lorp drove out before Israel.) 
27When Ahab heard these words, he tore his 
clothes, put on sackcloth and fasted. He lay in 
sackcloth and went around meekly. 
28Then the word of the Lorp came to Elijah the 
Tishbite: 29Have you noticed how Ahab has hum- 
bled himself before me? Because he has humbled 
himself, I will not bring this disaster in his day, but 
I will bring it on his house in the days of his son.” 


Micaiah Frophesies Against Ahab 


2 For three years there was no war between 
Aram and Israel. 2But in the third year Je- 
hoshaphat king of Judah went down to see the 
king of Israel. 3The king of Israel had said to his 
officials, “Don’t you know that Ramoth Gilead be- 
longs to us and yet we are doing nothing to retake 
it from the king of Aram?” 

4So he asked Jehoshaphat, ““Wili you go with me 
to fight against Ramoth Gilead?” 

Jehoshaphat replied to the king of Israel, “I am 
as you are, my people as your people, my horses 
as your horses.” But Jehoshaphat also said to the 
king of Israel, “First seek the counsel of the Lorp.” 

6So the king of Israel brought together the 
prophets—about four hundred men—and asked 
them, “Shall I go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or 
shall I refrain?” 

“Go,” they answered, “for the Lord will give it 
into the king's hand.” 

7But Jehoshaphat asked, “Is there not a prophet 
of the Lorp here whom we can inquire of?” 

8The king of Israel answered Jehoshaphat, 


a. gate Of Samaria, 


1 KINGS 22:20 


replied. 

9S0 the king of Israel called one of his officials 
and said, “Bring Micaiah son of Imlah at once.” 

10Dressed in their royal robes, the king of Israel 
and Jehoshaphat king of Judah were sitting on 
their throneSat the threshing floor by the entrance 
with all the prophets 
phesying before them. Now Zedekiah son of 
anah had made iron horns and he declared, 
s what the Lorp says: ‘With these you will 
Arameans until they are destroyed.’ ” 


gore 
2 other prophets were prophesying the 
same things,” Attack Ramoth Gilead and be victori- 
ous,” they said, “for the Lorp will give it into the 
king’s hand. 3 @ 
13The m« who had gone to summon Mi- 


caiah said to 
prophets are p! 
your word agree 
ably.” . 

14But Micaiah said, “As surely as the Loo lives, 

I can tell him only what the Loro tells me.” , 

15When he arrived, the king asked him, “Mi- 
caiah, shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or 
shall I refrain?” 

“Attack and be victorious,” he answered, “for 
the Lor will give it into the king’s hand.” 

16The king said to him, “How many times must 
I make you swear to tell me nothing but the truth © 
in the name of the Lorp?” 

\7Then Micaiah answered, “I saw all Israel scat- 
tered on the hills like sheep without a shepherd, 
and the Lorp said, ‘These people have no master. 
Let each one go home in peace.’ ” ‘ 

18The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn't 
I tell you that he never prophesies anything good. 
about me, but only bad?” 

19Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word 
of the Lorp: I saw the Lorp sitting on his throne 
with all the host of heaven standing around him on 
his right and on his left. And the Lorp said, 
‘Who will entice Ahab into attacking Ramoth Gil- 
ead and going to his death there?’ mf, 

“One suggested this, and another that. 21Fi- 


a eee 


22:4 Unholy Alliance 

After years of warfare, peace was finally arranged 
between Israel and Judah. Ironically, it joined 
Israel’s worst king, Ahab, with one of Judah’s best, 
King Jehoshaphat. The unholy alliance with Ahab 
led to a fateful battle against Syria that almost cost 
Jehoshaphat his life (22:29-33). Judah’s king, 
spurned later offers of cooperation (22:49), but his 
son married King Ahab’s daughter. This unwise 
marriage exposed Judah to the heresies of the 
North and ultimately led to a royal bloodbath. 


eS 


423 Most Hebrew manuscripts; a few Hebrew manuscripts, Vulgate and Syriac (see also 2 Kings 9:26) the plot of ground at 


= now the Loa go when he went 
you?” be asked 
b replied, “Youll and ot 


onthe day 


charict driver, “Wheel 
of the fighting. I've been 
long the battle raged, and the 

has chariot facing the Ara- 


that evening he died. %As 


2 cry Spread through the 
Every man to his town; everyone to his 
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2 KINGS 7 
[INTRODUCTION 


The Great Wars of Israel 
The promised land turns into a battlefield of blood 


So the Loxd said. “lL will remove Judah also from my presence as | removed Israel, and 1 will 1 ject 
Jerusalem, the city Lchose, and this temple, about which | said, ‘There shall my Name be. 127 
T » book of 2 Kings tells of dark days in the promised land, First, the Northern Kingdom, Israel, 

fell (o outside invaders. Then Judah, the Southern Kingdom, was conquered, To appreciate 
what those two events meant in Jewish history, consider our century's two great wars, 

In 1918 the bloodiest war of all time came to an end, The entire planet had chosen sides. In all, 
nine million soldiers died. Survivors thought nothing could ever again match The Great War's 
ferocity and destruction, “The war to end all wars,”’ they called it, 

Yet, in a mere 20 years, a man named Adolf Hitler brought war again. In World War II, global 
violence stretched from London in the West to Japan in the East, The war finally closed with a 


blinding mushroom cloud, an ominous portent for the future. 


Two Large Blots in History 
No matter what else happens, the 20th century has been permanently stained by those two 


large blots: World War | and World War II. Everything else—art, literature, advances in science 


and medicine—fades into the background, 
As 2 Kings tells it, something very similar occurred in the biblical nation of Israel. Two lai 


blots spread across the land: successive invasions by foreign giants. In the long, turbulent history 
of the Jews, these two invasions stand out as the Great Wars, overshadowing nearly everything 


else 
Israel Falls First 
The kingdom had already split into two—1 Kings tells that story, Its sequel, 2 Kings, describes 


ever-increasing tragedy 
From the very first chapters you can sense the pending crisis in the North. Not one Northern 

king followed the ways of God, National politics slipped into an endless cycle of intrigue and 

revolt. Meanwhile, Elijah and Elisha intensified their attacks on the kings, and miracles broke out 


with unusual frequency 

Assyria’s campaigns—the “World War |’ in Israel’s history—are reported in 2 Kings 15-18. Other 
records of the period tell of vicious fighting. Samaria, Israel's capital, made one final heroic stand 
against a two-year siege. Finally, the starving survivors surrendered, and the people of Israel were 


carried away into captivity. 
Only two Israelite tribes remained in the promised land, holding out in the tiny Southern 


Kingdom of Judah. Ultimately, King Sennacherib of Assyria turned against Judah also, penetrating 
le, 


all the way to the gates of Jerusalem. He leveled 46 walled cities and carried away 200,150 pee 
young and old, along with all their horses, mules, cattle, and possessions. He scornfully dismissed 


King Hezekiah as “a bird in a cage.” 
4 


A Brief Comeback 1 
Could the tiny nation of Judah survive such an onslaught? Somehow the “caged bird’” 


(Hezekiah) made a remarkable comeback, and Judah did survive for another 135 years. Still, Judah 
did not learn from the dramatic object lesson of Israel's destruction in the North. Most of the 
kings who followed Hezekiah failed dismally to obey God. Another foreign invader, Babylon, 
finally leveled Jerusalem in the ‘World War II” of that era. 

The book of Kings ends with a bleak picture: refugees picking through the rubble of Jerusalem, 
and the Israelites enslaved by foreign powers. The temple itself, God’s house, lay in ruins, its 


312 ' 
led around 600 8.c., the Israelites were 


i 
treasures carted off to Babylon. When the dust sett SUE pli: 
ss the 10 be reunited as an independent nation for * 
sl a He pe oon eloquent warnings of what would happen 1a en that yee) 
its back Oe Cod! But nothing makes a bigger impact than the Rt atergey oe a Sey aah 
since Jews have looked back upon their history and seen two indelible s1 . Those 
dark days of Assyria and Babylon, when everything came apart, 2 


How to Read 2 Kings . 
sight chapters of 2 Kings, full of excitement and adventure, read easily. They focus on- 
Rens Gayot he prontet Elijah and on the long life of his successor Elisha. But beginning with 
chapter 9, the book can become very confusing. It switches back and forth between two histories: 
2 Israel in the North and Judah in the South. : 
See me strong initially, with 10 of the 12 tribes united there. But it proved less faithful to God 
and was ultimately destroyed by Assyria. Chapters 18-25 cover the period after the Assyrian 
ya , when only Judah existed. k 
ese thelbel % dings in this Bible for orientation: they clearly mark whethone 


Use the boldface sectional hea i ri 
king or queen ruled over Judah or Israel. Also, a “lineup” of all the rulers appears on page 
ive historical 

the history of 


giving an overview of the history of each country. 
One important reason for studying the books of Kings and Chronicles is that they 
background on the prophets. Elijah and Elisha appeared at a crucial turning point in 
the Northern Kingdom, just as Ahab was changing the official religion from worship of God to 
worship of Baal. Other prophets, who wrote books of the Bible, were also active durin; this time, 
Amos and Hosea concentrated their work in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. The fol Owing 
prophets lived and preached in the Southern Kingdom of Judah: Obadiah, Joel, Isaiah, Micah, 


Nahum, Zephaniah, Jeremiah, and Habakkuk. More prophets came later, when the Israelites were 
still captive in Babylon or after they returned to their homeland. The How to Read section of each 


book of the prophets gives a brief summary of when and where each author worked (see 


Overview of the Bible, pages 36-39, for a list of the books of the prophets), 

Second Kings, like its companion books, makes brief and sweeping judgments of each king or 
queen. As you read, look for what pleased God and what displeasauintin: The 39 rulers comprise 
a fine study of leadership of all kinds, from the inspiring to the degenerate. 


PLANS FOR READING 2 KINGS 
PLAN 1: An Overview of 2 Kings in 3 Days 
CO Day 1. Read the Introduction to 2 Kings and then chapter 5 on Elisha’s miracle of 


healing an enemy from Aram, 
CO) Day 2. Read chapter 17, which gives a final summary of the decline and utter 


devastation of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. 

OC Day 3. One of the high points in 2 Kings occurred during the reign of the boy-kin: 
Josiah. Read about the beginning of his reforms in Seager 22 tea the few ) 
verses of chapter 23. 


PLAN 2: All of 2 Kings in 25 Days 
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Aron Abab’s death, Moab pebetlod agattiat Vas 
1 tet Now Atvaeiaty hat fatten through tye lat 
OF De: QAPEO FONT EV SNE ANE LARMERRE NEY 
colt SO he Sent earengers, AVENE ty hem, "Go 
jt oanault Radhtebub, the god af tikron, (0 eee tf 
will ceower frome tbe fey 
Hur the angel of the Lown sald to Btijah the 
Tiehtite, “Go up and meet the messengers of the 
King of Samaria anct ask them, ‘fa it because there 
is no Goel Oy Larwel that you are golrgg off to consult 
Raal % the godt or Bkeon? (Therefore Unie it 
whet » Lorn says: “You will not leave the bed 
vow are ling on, You will certainty diel "So Miijah. 


The Lox 


\When the messenger: returned to the king, he 
askes them, “Why have vou come back?” 

© \ man came to meet us," they replied, “And 

he sant tous, ‘Go tack to the king who sent you 
yn tell him, This is what the Lorp says: Is it 
spe is no God in Israel that you are send: 
i Zebub, the god of Ekron? 
Theretore you will not leave the bed you are lying 
uu wall certainty die! 
he King asked them, “What kind of man was it 
neet you and told you this?” 
eplied, He was aman with a garment ot 
4 with a leather belt around his waist.” 
The said, “That was Elijah the Tishbite.” 
Then he sent to Elijah a captain with his com> 
pany of fifty men. The captain went up to Elijah, 
was sitting on the top of a hill, and said to 
n. “Man of God, the king says, ‘Come down!’ ” 
Elijah answered the captain, “If 1am a man of 
God. may fire come down from heaven and con- 
sume you and your fifty men!’’ Then fire fell from 
heaven and consumed the captain and his men. 
At this the king sent to Elijah another captain 
» his fifty men. The captain said to him, “Man 
God, this is what the king says, ‘Come down at 
once 
"If Lam a man of God,” Elijah replied, “may 
fire come down from heaven and consume you 
and your fitty men!” Then the fire of God fell from 
heaven and consumed him and his fifty men. 

! king sent a third captain with his fifty 
men. This third captain went up and fell on his 
knees before Elijah, “Man of God,” he begged, 

please have respect for my life and the lives of 
these fifty men, your servants! '4See, fire has fallen 
from heaven and consumed the first two captains 
and all their men. But now have respect for.my 
lite! 

5The angel of the Loro said to Elijah, “Go down 
with him; do not be afraid of him.” So Elijah got up 
and went down with him to the king. 

isHe told the king, “This is what the LorD says: 

Is it because there is no God in Israel for you to 
consult that you have sent messengers to consult 
Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron? Because you have 
done this, you will never leave the bed you are 
lying on. You will certainly die!” 17So he died, 
according to the word of the Lorp that Elijah had 
spoken 


boone 


¢17 Hebrew jehoram, a variant of Joram 
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Hooauae Ahasiah had no nen, ofan aunenwded 
Hin as King 1h the second year of ane non OF 
Jehoshaphat king OF tidal, MAq for all He other 
events of Ahaelah’e reign, and what he did are 
they not written ty the book of the annale af the 
hinge of Inrael? 

Ulijah Taken Up to Heaven 
When the Lone wan about to take Tijah ap to 
heaven in a whivhvind, Elijah and Hiisha were 
on thelr way from Gilgal, 4iijaly said to Hilsha, 
“Stay here: the Lone hae sent me to Bethel” 

Hut Eliana sald, “Ae surely as the Lonp lives and 
an you live, | will not leave you,” So they went 
down to Bethel, 

‘The company of the prophets at Bethel came 
out to Elinha and asked, “Do you know that the 
Lown is going to take your master from you tor 
day?" 

“Yen, Lknow," Blisha replied, “but do not speak 
of it” 

“Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the 
Loxp has sent me to Jericho,” * 

And he replied, “As surely as the Loup lives 
and as you live, | will not leave you.” Se they went 
to Jericho, 

SThe company of the prophets at Jericho went 
up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you know that 
the Lorp is going to take your master from you 
today?" 


it.” 

Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the Loap 
has sent me to the Jordan,” 

And he replied, “As surely as the Lorp lives 
and as you live, I will not leave you.” So the two of 
them walked on, 

7Fifty men of the company of the prophets went 
and stood at a distance, facing the place where 
Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. Elijah 
took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water 
with it. The water divided to'the right and to the 
left, and the two of them crossed over on dry 
ground. 

°When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, 
“Tell me, what can I do for you before | am taken 
from you?” 

“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” 
Elisha replied. 

10”’You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, 
“yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it 
will be yours—otherwise not.” 


2:12 An Obscure Compliment _ 
Elisha’s last words to Elijah were obviously a - 
compliment, but what did they mean? Most er 
they referred to Elijah’s power, indicating he was 
worth more to the nation of Israel than a company 


of chariots and horsemen. Interesti of 
Israel said these exact words to Elisha as he 
lay dying (13:14). , 


“Yes, L know," he replied, “but do not speak of 


2 KINGS 2:11 

11As y were walking along and talking to- 
Hes ena a chariot of fire and horses of fire 
ared and separated the two of them, and Eli- 
jah went up to heaven ina whirlwind. ee saw 
this and cried out, “My father! My father! The 
chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw 
him no more. Then he took hold of his own. clothes 


and tore them apart 
He picked up the cloak that had fallen from 


J nd went back and stood on the bank of the 
ere \4Then he took the cloak that had fallen 
from him and struck the water with it. “Where 
now is the Lorp, the God of Elijah?” he asked. 
When he struck the water, it divided to the right 
and to the left, and he crossed over. 

15The company of the prophets from Jericho, 
who were watching, said, “The spirit of Elijah is 
resting on Elisha.” And they went to meet him and 
bowed to the ground before him. !6’Look,” they 
said, “we your servants have fifty able men, Let 
them go and look for your master. Perhaps the 
Spirit of the Lorp has picked him up and set him 
down on some mountain or in some valley.” 

“No,” Elisha replied, “do not send them.” 

I7But they persisted until he was too ashamed to 
refuse. So he said, “Send them.” And they sent 
fifty men, who searched for three days but did not 

find him. '8When they returned to Elisha, who 
was staying in Jericho, he said to them, “Didn't I 
tell you not to go?” 
Healing of the Water 
19The men of the city said to Elisha, “Look, our 
lord, this town is well situated, as you can see, but 
the water is bad and the land is unproductive.” 
20Bring me a new bowl,” he said, “and put salt 
in it.” So they brought it to him. 

21Then he went out to the spring and threw the 

salt into it, saying, “This is what the Lorp says: ‘I 
have healed this water. Never again will it cause 
death or make the land unproductive.’ “ 22And the 
water has remained wholesome to this day, ac- 
cording to the word Elisha had spoken. 


Elisha Is Jeered 


From there Elisha went up to Bethel. As he 
was walking along the road, some youths came 
out of the town and jeered at him. ‘Go on up, you 
baldhead!” they said. “Go on up, you baldhead!”’ 
4He turned around, looked at them and called 
down a curse on them in the name of the Lorp. 
Then two bears came out of the woods and mauled 
forty-two of the youths. 25And he went on to 
Mount Carmel and from there returned to Sa- 
maria 


Moab Revolts 


3 Joram* son of Ahab became king of Israel in 
Samaria in the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah, and he reigned twelve years. 2He 
did evil :n the eyes of the Lorp, but not as his 
father and mother had done. He got rid of the 
sacred stone of Baal that his father had made 
sNevertheless he clung to the sins of Jeroboam son 


get 
appe: 


Hebrew Jehoram, a variant of Joram; also in verse 6 
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hoshaphat king of Judah: “The king of Moab 
fepalled against me. Will you go with me to fight 
against Moab?” 

“4 will go with you,” he replied. “I am as you 
are, my people as your people, my horses as your 


horses.” ; 
8By what route shall we attack?” he asked. 


“Through the Desert of Edom,” he answered. 

°So the king of Israel set out with the king of 
Judah and the king of Edom. After a roundabout 
march of seven days, the army had no more water 
for themselves or for the animals with them. 

10’What!” exclaimed the king of Israel. ‘“Has the 
Lorp called us three kings together only to hand 
us over to Moab?’ 

lBut Jehoshaphat asked, “Is there no prophet 
of the Lorn here, that we may inquire of the Lorp 
through him?” 

An officer of the king of ssrael answered, “Elisha 
son of Shaphat is here. He used to pour water on 
the hands of Elijah.” 

12Jehoshaphat said, ‘The word of the Lorp is 
with him.” So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat 
and the king of Edom went down to him. 

13Elisha said to the king of Israel, “What do we 
have to do with each other? Go to the prophets of 
your father and the prophets of your mother.” 

“No,” the king of Israel answered, ‘because it 
was the Lorp who called us three kings together to 
hand us over to Moab.” 

MElisha said, “As surely as the Loxp Almighty 
lives, whom I serve, if] did not have respect for the 
presence of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, | would 
not look at you or even notice you. !5But now bring 
me a harpist.” 
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2:23 Background on the Bears 
At first reading, the brief account in these three 
verses is very troubling. A prophet calling on bears 
to maul children? But, in this instance, historical 
background and a precise translation help cast the 
event in a different light. Bethel was a hotbed of 
Baal worship, and its residents were engaged ina 
life-and-death struggle with the true prophets of 
God. When the youths called out, “Go on up, you 
baldhead!” they were likely referring to what had 
just happened to the prophet Elijah—they were 
calling for Elisha to vanish into the sky, or in other 
words, to die. Furthermore, the word translated 
youths usually refers to young people in their late 
teens. In actuality, a yh gang of teenagers was 
threatening a prophet’s life. Elisha cursed them, 
but there is no indication he actually called for a 
bear attack. 
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Ww the harpist was playing, the hand of the 
tor « upon Elisha Wand he said “Thie is 
wh own says: Make this 

For this is what the Lop 

a ther wind nor rain, yet this valley will be 

| with water, and you, your cattle and your 

her animale will drink Tris is an easy thing in 

ioe é I the Lowe, he will also hand Moab over 

to you ill overthrow every fortified city 

and « sor town. You will cut dowa every 

good top up all the springs, and ruin every 
good fie h st 


so about the time for offering 
water flowing from the 
land was filled with 
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firection of Edom! And the 


Now all the Moabites had heard that the kings 
had come to fight against them, so every man, 
young and old, who could bear arms wascalled up 
snd stationed on the border, 2When they got up 
in the morning, the sun was shining on the 
water. To the Moabites across the way, the water 
cooked red—like blood. 2’That's blood!” they 
sid. “Those kings must have fought and slaugh- 
tered each other. Now to the plunder, Moab!” 
24But when the Moabites came to’ the camp of 
Israel, the Israelites rose up and fought them until 
they fled. And the Israelites invaded the land and 
slaughtered the Moabites 2They destroyed the 
towns, and each man threw a stone on every good 
field until it was covered. They stopped up all the 
springs and cut down every good tree. Only Kir 
Hareseth was left with its stones in place, but men 
armed with slings surrounded it and attacked it as 
well 
2%When the king of Moab saw that the battle had 
gone against him, he took with him seven hun- 
dred swordsmen to break through to the king of 
Edom, but they failed. 27Then he took his firstborn 
son, who was to succeed him as king, and offered 
him as a sacrifice on the city wall. The fury against 
Israel was great; they withdrew and returned to 
their own land 


The Widow’s Oil 


The wife of a man from the company of the 

prophets cried out to Elisha, “Your servant my 

husband is dead, and you know that he revered 
the Lorp. But now his creditor is coming to take 
my two boys as his slaves.” 

2Elisha replied to her, “How can I help you? Tell 

me, what do you have in your house?” 

Your servant has nothing there at all,” she 

said, “except a little oil.” 

Elisha said, “Go around and ask all‘your neigh- 
bors for empty jars. Don’t ask for just a few. 4Then 
go inside and shut the door behind you and your 
sons. Pour oil into all the jars, and as each is filled, 
put it to one side.” 

5She left him and afterward shut the door be- 
hind her and her sons. They brought the jars to her 
and she kept pouring. 6When all the jars were full, 
she said to her son, “Bring me another one.” 

But he replied, “There is nota jar left.” Then the 
oil stopped flowing. 

7She went and told the man of God, and he said, 
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The Shunaramite’s Gon Kestored to Life 
1One day Elisha went to Shunen, Aida welt 


do wornan was there, who urged hie to fora 
meal, 0. whenever he came bry, he thete 
to eat. he said to her husband, > know that thie 


One day when Elisha came, 
room and lay down there 
Gehazi, “Call the Shunamemite,” Sohe 
and she stood before him. 
“Tell her, “You have gone to all this trouble for us. 
Now what can be done for you? Can we speak on 

commander of the 


husband is old.” 2 

19Then Elisha said, “Call her.” So he called her, 
and she stood in the doorway. “About this time 
next year,” Elisha said, “you will hold a son in 
your arms.” 

“No, my lord,” she objected. “Don’t mislead 
your servant,.O man of God!” 

\7But the woman became pregnant, and the next 
year about that same time she gave birth to a son, 
just as Elisha had told her. ~ 

1#The child grew, and one day he went out to his 
father, who was with the reapers. '””"My head! My 
head!” he said to his father. 

His father told a servant, “Carry him to his 
mother.” 20After the servant had lifted him up and 
carried him to his mother, the boy sat on her lap 
until noon, and then he died. 2!She went up and 
laid him on the bed of the man of God, then shut 
the door and went out. 

2She called her husband and said, “Please send 
me one of the servants and a donkey so I can go to 
the man of God quickly and return.” 

2” Why go to him today?” he asked. “Tt'snotthe 
New Moon or the Sabbath.” ed 

“It’s all right,” she said. wy 

24She saddled the donkey and said to her ser- 
vant, “Lead on; don’t slow down for me unless Lz 


4:8 Elisha’s Miracles 
Elisha had asked for a double portion of Elijah’s 
records about 


needs of ordinary people. 
famous in his own time, his name only 
once outside the book of Kings (Luke 4:27). In 
contrast, Elijah is often mentioned, and John the 


Baptist is frequently compared to him. 7 
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tell you.” So she set out al 
Sod at Mount Carmel. 

” Wher he saw her in the distance, the man of 

his servant Gehazi, “Look! There ss the 

tRun to meet her and ask her, “Are 

is your husband alll right? Is your 


nd came to the man of 


is all right,” she said. 

she reached the man of God at the 

she took hold of his feet. Gehazi came 

‘away, but the man of God said, 
he is in bitter distress, but the 

it from me and has not told me 


ask you for a son, my lord?” she said. 
Don’t raise my hopes’? 
Tuck your cloak into 


you 


id to Gehazi 


ot greet him, and if anyone 
swer. Lay my staff on the 


d's mother said, “As surely as the 
ive, I will not leave you.” So 
jowed her 

ahead and laid the staff on the 
re was no sound or response. So 
t back to meet Elisha and told him, 
ot awakened.” 

ched the house, there was the 
is couch. SHe went in, shut 
wo of them and prayed to the 
ot on the bed and lay upon the 
outh, eyes to eyes, hands to 
ched himself out upon him, the 
warm. Elisha turned away and 
forth in the room and then got on 
hed out upon him once more. 
ed seven times and opened his eyes. 
ned Gehazi and said, ‘Call the 
And he did. When she came, he 
on.” 37She came in, fell at his 
© the ground. Then she took her 


Death in the Pot 


to Gilgal and there was a fam- 

While the company of the 
eting with him, he said to his 
e large pot and cook some stew 


m went out into the fields to gather 
ound a wild vine. He gathered some of 
tds and filled the fold of his cloak. When he 
ned, he cut them up into the pot of stew, 
no one knew what they were. “The stew 
ed out for the men, but as they began to 
they cried out, “O man of God, there is 
in the pot!” And they could not eat it. 
4lglisha said, “Get some flour.” He put it into 
the pot and said, “Serve it to the people to eat.” 
And there was nothing harmful in the pot. 


Feeding of a Hundred 
#24 man came from Baal Shalishah, bringing the 
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said. 

"How a this before @ 
his servant a! 5 

But Elisha answered, “Give it to the people 
eat. For this is what the Lorp says: ‘They will eat 
and have some left over.’ #Then he set it before 
them, and they ate and had some left over, 
ing to the word of the LORD, 


Naaman Healed of Leprosy ‘ 


Now Naaman was commander of the amy 
5 the king of ein was phe oy in the 
Sight of his master and highly , because 
weoogh him the Lorp had victory to Aram. 
He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.* 

2Now bands from Aram had gone out and had 
taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she 
served Naaman’s wife. 3She said to her mistress, 
“Tf only my master would see the prophet who is 
in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy. 

4Naaman went to his master and told him what 
the girl from Israel had said. 5“By all means, go,” 
the king of Aram replied. “| will send a letter to the - 
king of Israel.” So Naaman left, taking with him 
ten talents? of silver, six thousand shekels* of 
gold and ten sets of clothing. ‘The letter that he 
took to the king of Israel read: “With this letter lam 
sending my servant Naaman to you so that you 
may cure him of his leprosy.”” 

7As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he 
tore his robes and said, “Am I God? Can I kill and 
bring back to life? Why does this fellow send some- 
one to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is 
trying to pick a quarrel with me!” 

sWhen Elisha the man of God heard that the 
king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this 
message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have 
the man come to me and he will know that there is 
a prophet in Israel.” 9S0 Naaman went with his 
horses and chariots and stopped at the door of 
Elisha’s house. !0Elisha sent a messenger to say to 
him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jor- 
dan, and your flesh will be restored and you will 
be cleansed.” ~ ‘ 

11But Naaman went away angry and said, “I 
thought that he would surely come out to me and 
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5:10 Harsher Treatment for the 
Upper Class s¥ 
Elisha’s treatment of the | Naaman 

of the king of Israel pried ig contrasts Peik> 
with his mild manner around the poor and 
oppressed. Elisha’s prescribed cure obviously 
offended Naaman’s pride, And Elisha pointedly 
refused to accept payment from the wealthy 
general, who was used to paying his way. In this 
incident, and in another (8:7-15), Elisha was 


serving the kingdom of Aram, an enemy of Israel, 
Ss 


¢ Hebrew word was used for various diseases affectin, leprosy; verses 
g the skin—not necessarily Par 
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stand and call on the name of the Lorp his God, 
Wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my 
leprosy Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers 
‘fof Damascus, better than any of the waters of Is- 
rac!? Couldn't wash in themand be cleansed?” So 


he turned and went off ina rage, > 
13Naaman’s servants went tonim and said, “My 


" prophet had told you to do some great 
fine, a was 4 i not have done it? How much 
more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be 
cleansed'!"’ 'So he went down and dipped himself 
in the Jordan seven times, a8 the man of God had 
told him, and his flesh was restored and became 
clean like that of a young boy. 

isThen Naaman and all his attendants went back 
to the man of God, He stood before him and said, 
“Now | know that there is no God in all the world 
except in Israel. Please accept now a gift from your 
servant.” 
16The prophet answered, “As surely as the LORD 
lives, whom I serve, I will not accept a thing.” And 
even though Naaman urged him, he refused. 
17"If you will not,” said Naaman, “please let 
me, your servant, be given as much earth as a pair 
of mules can carry, for your servant will never 
again make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any 
other god but the Lorp. 18But may the Lorp for- 
give your servant for this one thing: When my 
master enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down 
and he is leaning on my arm and I bow there also— 
when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may 
the Lorp forgive your servant for this.” 
19Go in peace,’ Elisha said. 
After Naaman had traveled some distance, 
20Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, 
said to himself, “My master was too easy on Naa- 
man, this Aramean, by not accepting from him 
what he brought. As surely as the Lor lives, I will 
run after him and get something from him.” 
21S0 Gehazi hurried after Naaman. When Naa- 
man saw him running toward him, he got down 
from the chariot to meet him. “Is everything all 
right?” he asked 
22"Everything is all right,’ Gehazi answered. 
“My master sent me to say, ‘Two young men from 
the company of the prophets have just come tome 
from the hill country of Ephraim. Please give them 
a talents of silver and two sets of clothing.’ ” 
23By all means, take two talents,” said Naa- 
man. He urged Gehazi to accept them, and then 
tied up the two talents of silver in two bags, with 
two sets of clothing. He gave them to two of his 
servants, and they carried them ahead of Gehazi. 
24When Gehazi came to the hill, he took the things 
from the servants and put them away in the house. 
He sent the men away and they left. Then he 
went in and stood before his master Elisha. 
“Where have you been, Gehazi?” Elisha asked. 
“Your servant didn’t go anywhere,” Gehazi an- 
swered. 
26But Elisha said to him, “Was not my spirit with 
you when the man got down from his chariot to 
meet you? Is this the time to take money, or to 
accept clothes, olive groves, vineyards, flocks, 
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2 KINGS 6:18 
herds, or menservants and maidservants? 27Naa- 
man’s leprosy will cling to you and to your Ar 
scendants forever.” Then Gehazi went Eli- 
sha’s presence and he was leprous, as white as 
snow. 
An Axhead Floats 
6 The company of the prophets said to Elisha, 
“Look, the place where we meet with you is 
too small for us. 2Let us go to the Jordan, where 
each of us can get a pole; and let us build a place 
there for us to live.” 3 

And he said, “Go.” 

3Thén one of them said, “Won't you please 
come with your servants?” 

“| will,” Elisha replied. ‘And he went with 
them. 

They went to the Jordan and began to cut down 
trees. 5As one of them was cutting down a tree, the. 
iron axhead fell into the water. “Oh, my lord,” he 
cried out, “it was borrowed!” 

6The man of God asked, “Where did it fall?” 
When he showed him the place, Elisha cut a stick 
and threw it there, and made the iron float. 7 Lift it 
out,” he said, Then the man reached out his hand 
and took it, 


Elisha Traps Blinded Arameans 

8Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel, 
After conferring with his officers, he said, “I will 
set up my camp in such and such a place.” 

9The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: 
“Beware of passing that place, because the Ara- 
means are going down there.” 10So the king of 
Israel checked on the place indicated by the man of 
God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so 
that he was on his guard ini such places. 

11This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned 
his officers and demanded of them, ‘Will you not 
tell me which of us is on the side of the king of 
Israel?” 

12’None of us, my lord the king,” said one of his 
officers, “‘but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, 
tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in 
your bedroom.” 

13Go, find out where he is,” the king ordered, 
“so I can send men and capture him.” The report 
came back: He is in Dothan." Then he sent 
horses and chariots and a strong force there. They 
went by night and surrounded the city. 

15When the servant of the man of God got up 
and went out early the next morning, an army with 
horses and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh, 
my lord, what shall we do?” the servant asked. 

16Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. 
“Those who are with us are more than those who 
are with them.” ‘ 

17And Elisha prayed, “O Lorp, open his eyes so 
he may see.” Then the Lorp opened the servant's 
eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses 
and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 

18As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha 
prayed to the Lorp, “Strike these people with 
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Sindness Sa be struck them with blindness, ta, “Shall | kill them, my fa 
Biisha nad a Thin ta not the road and this them he ij 
i m, he answered. 
2D not kill ther, at bbe >, 
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Replacing a Legend 
Who could follow the great Elijab? 
When they hac cossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can Ido High betore | am taken from 
youre Bet herit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied. 2: 
i time came to 
. sohet like Elijah leaves the scene, who will dare to take his place? As 
Ren a prope Eijah looked to someone but.of a alfferentimolel iRmalmaeen Hielaaiae 
faithful compani yy a farmer named Elisha. | 
Similar Names but Different Styles : . ; 
The slight variance in the two men’s names expresses their difference in style. bos whose 
name meant “Th is my God,” dueled a king and the priests of Baal in dramatic aad 
confrontations of power He lived apart from the people and preached judgment and the ni 
repentan , e 
Elisha (God is salvation’’) shifted the emphasis. He lived among people, preferring the poor 
i Elisha, from 
and outeast, and stressed life, hope, and God's grace. All social classes had access to Elisha, 
lowly widows to foreign kings. His colorful life included work as a spy, a miracleworker, an 
adviser to the king, a leader of a school of prophets, and an anointer of revolutionaries. 
wooden walking staff became his trademarks, 


Elisha traveled widely, and his bald head an c 
News of his miracles spread, making him a famous national figure for 50 years. As Elisha lay on his 
deathbed, the distraught king of Israel knelt beside him, asking for one last word of advice. _ 
Serving the People and the Kingdom 

Elisha’s exploits fall roughly into two categories, and the Bible seems to group them that way. 
One set of stories concerns people with evident needs. Elisha showed a deep sensitivity for the 
suffering and distressed, and sometimes helped them in miraculous ways: providing food, healing 
diseases, even raising a young boy from the dead. He dealt far more gently with the poor and 


downtrodden than with kings and generals. 
Another group of stories relates to the nation. Israel’was reelin from the corruption brought in 
during King Ahab’s reign (see page 340) Politically, Israel was at the mercy of the nei hboring 
state of Aram (the area known today as Syria), which launched periodic raids across the border. 
Sometimes Elisha nelped out Israel's army, using his special insight to detect bands of raiders. 
's army to break out of an impossible situation and rout 


Twice, miracles he predicted allowed |srael 
the enemy. Yet he refused to become a “court prophet” serving the king’s whims. On at least one 
occasion, he blatantly insulted a king of Israel (3:13-14). Another time, he anointed a general to 


overthrow the king in an outright revolution 


A Dying Breed 

Incidents from Elisha’s life—the healing of Naaman, the chariots of fire, the widow’s oil—ha’ 
become EL- Gs ee amiliar el a Testament stories. In a sense. Elijah and Elisha repfeeent . 
the last of a breed. Prophets who followed them relied | ctacu | displa’ 
the power of verbal messages from God. pbs ges les ean a 

Elijah and Elisha used both words and dramatic events to ¢ i 
their Power, especially the kings who sometimes sought them out for adios at othe ne oe 
tried to kill them. In a great irony, the kings and political 'eaders—who thought themsel 
center of history at the time—all faded away. Meanwhile the stories and of Israel's prophets 
live on, expressing a message as forceful today as ever, oe ‘ 
Life Questions: Elijah and Elisha show how God uses quite diff i 

. re i i 

across. From the description above, which of the two prophets do you more clasts witht 
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Sp the bands from Aram stopped raiding Israel's 
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Famine in Besieses 
» Ben Hadad king of Aram mo- 
vmy and marched up and laid 
There was a great famine in the 
<j so long that a donkey's head 
for ely she os of silver, and a quarter of 
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he king replied, “If the Lorp does not help 

where can I get help for you? From the 
eshing floor? From the winepress?” 28Then he 
jsked her, “What's the matter?” 

She answered, “This woman said to me, ‘Give 
up your son so we may him today, and tomor- 
row we'll eat my son.’ 29So we cooked my son and 
+ him. The next day I said to her, ‘Give up your 

so we may eat him,’ but she had hidden him.” 
~When the king heard the woman's words, he 
tore his robes. As he went along the wall, the 
people looked, and there, underneath, he had 
sackcloth on his body. 3!He said, “May God deal 
with me, be it ever so severely, if the head of Elisha 
son of Shaphat remains on his shoulders today!” 
Now Elisha was sitting in his house, and the 
elders were sitting with him. The king sent a mes- 
senger ahead, but before he arrived, Elisha said to 
the elders, “Don’t you see how this murderer is 
sending someone to cut off my head? Look, when 
the messenger comes, shut the door and hold it 
shut against him. Is not the sound of his master’s 
footsteps behind him?” 
33While he was still talking to them, the messen- 
ger came down to him, And the king, said, “This 
disaster is from the Lorp. Why should I wait for 
the Lorp any longer?” 
Elisha said, “Hear the word of the Lorp. This 
is what the Lorp says: About this time tomor- 
row, a seah¢ of flour will sell for a shekelf and two 
seahss of barley for a shekel at the gate of Sa- 
maria.” 

2The officer on whose arm the king was laning 
said to the man of God, “Look, even if the Lorp 
should open the floodgates of the heavens, could 
this happen?” 

You will see it with your own eyes,” answered 
Elisha, “but you will not eat any of it!” 
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:31 The Prophet and Politics 
Elisha’s long career spanned the reigns of six kings 
and included some dramatic ups and downs with 
them. On occasion Elisha outright insulted a king 
(3:14). But, as this chapter shows, he could also be 
an invaluable military resource, serving as a virtual 
spy. At Elisha’s deathbed, the reigning king of Israel 
knelt beside him, weeping (13:14). 
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verses 6 and 18 


25 That is, probably about 1/2 pint (about 0.3 liter) 
¢1 That is, probably about 7 quarts (about 7.3 liters); also in verses 16 and 18 


2 KINGS 7:17 
The Siege Lifted 

aNow there were four men with leprosy’ at the 
entrance of the city gate. They said to,each other, 
“Why stay here until we die? 4If we say, nee 
into the city’—the famine is there, and we will die. 
And if we stay here, we will die. So let's go over to 
the camp of the Arameans and surrender. If they 
spare us, we live; if they kill us, then we die.” 

5At dusk they got up and went to the camp. of 
the Arameans, When they reached the edge of the 
camp, not a man was there, for the Lord had 
caused the Arameans to hear the sound of chariots 
and horses and a great army, so that they said to 
‘one another, “Look, the king of Israel has hired the 
Hittite and Egyptian kings to attack us!” 7So they 
got up and fled in the dusk and abandoned their 
tents and their horses and donkeys. They left the 
camp as it was and ran for their lives. 

8The men who had leprosy reached the edge of 
the camp and entered one of the tents. They ate 
and drank, and carried away silver, gold and 
clothes, and went off and hid them. They returned 
and entered another tent and took some things 
from it and hid them also. 

*Then they said to each other, “We're not doing 
right. This is a day of good news and we are keep- 
ing it to ourselves. If we wait until daylight, pun- 
ishment will overtake us. Lets go at once and 
report this to the royal palace.” 

10So they went and called out to the city gate- 
keepers and told them, “We went into the Arame- 
an camp and nota me was there—not a sound of 
anyone—only tethered horses and donkeys, and 
the tents left just as they were.” 1!The gatekeepers 
shouted the news, and it was reported within the 
palace. r 

12The king got up in the night and said to his 
officers, “I will tell you what the Arameans have 
done to us. They know we are starving; so they 
have left the camp to hide in the countryside, 
thinking, ‘They will surely come out, and then we 
will take them alive and get into the city.’ 

13One of his officers answered, “Have some 
men take five of the horses that are left in the city. 
Their plight will be like that of all the Israelites left 
here—yes, they will only be like all these Israelites 
who are doomed. So let us send them to find out 
what happened.” 

14S they selected two chariots with their 
horses, and the king sent them after the Aramean 
army. He commanded the drivers, “Go and find 
out what has happened.” 15They followed them as 
far as the Jordan, and they found the whole road 
strewn with the clothing and equipment the Ara- 
means had thrown away in their headlong flight. 
So the messengers returned and reported to the - 
king. 16Then the people went out and plundered 
the camp of the Arameans. So a seah of flour sold 
for a shekel, and two seahs of barley sold for a 
shekel, as the Lorp had said. 

17Now the king had put the officer on whose 


«25 Or of dove's dung 
£1 That is, probably about 13 quarts (about 15 liters); also in 


3 The Hebrew word is used for various diseases affecting the skin—not necessarily leprosy; also in verse 8. 
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2 KINGS 7:18 
arm he leaned in charge of the gate, and the People 
trampled he int er when the King came 
the man of God 
ae to his house. 'it happened as the man of 
God had said to the King ae hata 
. a seah of flour will sel shekel two 
rt a barley for a shekel at the gate of Samaria, s 
19The officer had said to the man of God, eins 
even if the Lorp should open the ey ee 
heavens, could this happen 2?” The man of nee 
replied, “You will see it with your own eyes, 
you will not eat any of it! 22And that is exactly 
what happened to him, for the people 
him in the gateway, and he died. 


The Shunammite’s Land Restored 


Now Elisha had said to the woman whose son 

he had restored to life, “Go away with your 
family and stay for a while wherever you can, 
because the Lorp has decreed a famine in the land 
that will last seven years.” 27The woman proceeded 
to do as the man of God said. She and her family 
went away and stayed in the land of the Philistines 
seven years. 

3At the end of the seven years she came back 
from the land of the Philistines and went to the 
king to beg for her house and land. 4The king was 
talking to Gehazi, the servant of the man of God, 
and had said, “Tell me about all the great things 
Elisha has done.” SJust as Gehazi was telling the 
king how Elisha had restored the dead to life, the 
woman whose son Elisha had brought back to life 
came to beg the king for her house and land. 

Gehazi said, “This is the woman, my lord the 
king, and this is her son whom Elisha restored to 
life.’ 6The king asked the woman about it, and she 
told him. 

Then he assigned an official to her case and said 
to him, “Give back everything that belonged to 
her, including all the income from her land from 
the day she left the country until now.” 


Hazael Murders Ben-Hadad 


“Elisha went to Damascus, and Ben-Hadad king 
of Aram was ill. When the king was told, “The 
man of God has come all the way up here,” She 
said to Hazael, “Take a gift with you and go to 
meet the man of God. Consult the Lorp through 
him, ask him, ‘Will I recover from this illness?’ ” 

*Hazael went to meet Elisha, taking with himas 
a gift forty camel-loads of all the finest wares of 
Damascus. He went in and stood before him, and 
said, “Your son Ben-Hadad king of Aram has sent 
me to ask, ‘Will I recover from this illness?’ ”” 

Elisha answered, “Go and say to him, ‘You 
will certainly recover’; but® the Lorp has revealed 
to me that he will in fact die.” 1!He stared at him 
with a fixed gaze until Hazael felt ashamed Then 
the man of God began to weep. 

*"Why is my lord weeping?” asked Hazael 

Because I know the harm you will do to the 
Israelites,” he answered. “You will set fire to their 


fortified places, kill their young men with the 
The Hetrew may also be read Ge and say, You will certainly not rev 


verses D3 and 14 


reign, and 
all he did, are they not written in the book of the 
annals of the kings of Judah? “Jehoram rested 
with his fathers and was buried with them in the 
City of David. And Ahaziah his son succeeded 
as king. 
Ahaziah King of Judah 
in 2 I eo ot coe ee ee 


time. 
23As for the other events of Jehoram’s 


8:16 Two Kings, One Name 
It's : 
cerca 


plot tice eee 


worn, for 
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he Loxp, as the house of 


did evil in the eyes of t 2 
‘Anab had done, for he was related by marriage to 
Ahat 


family 
\haziah went with Joram son of Ahab to war 


y king of Aram at Ramoth Gilead. 
ogni ars Wine Ged Joram; 20 King Joram 
returned to Jezre el to recover from the wounds the 
Arameans had inflicted on him at Ramothe in his 
battle with Hazael king of Aram. 

Then Ahaziah son of Jehoram king of Judah 
went down to Jezreel to see Joram son of Ahab, 
because he had been wounded. 


Jehu Anointed King of Israel 


The prophet Elisha summoned a man from the 
9 company of the prophets and said to him, 
Tuck your cloak into your belt, take this flask of 
oi] with you and go to Ramoth Gilead. 23When you 
get there, look for Jehu son of Jehoshaphat, the son 
of Nimshi. Go to him, get him away from his com- 
panions and take him into an inner room. 3Then 
take the flask and pour the oil on his head and 
declare, ‘This is what the Lor says: I anoint you 
king over Israel.’ Then open the door and run; 
don’t delay!” 
4So the young man, the prophet, went to 
Ramoth Gilead. 5When he arrived, he found the 
army officers sitting together. “I have a message 
for you, commander,” he said 
“For which of us?” asked Jehu. 
“For you, commander,” he replied. 
‘Jehu got up and went into the house. Then the 
prophet poured the oil on Jehu’s head and de- 
clared, “This is what the Lorp, the God of Israel, 
says: ‘1 anoint you king over the Lorp’s people 
Israel. 7You are to destroy the house of Ahab your 
master, and I will avenge the blood of my servants 
the prophets and the blood of all the Lorp’s ser- 
vants shed by Jezebel. 8The whole house of Ahab 
will perish. I will cut off from Ahab every last male 
in Israel—slave or free. 91 will make the house of 
Ahab like the house of Jeroboam son of Nebat and 
like the house of Baasha son of Ahijah. As for 
Jezebel, dogs will devour her on the plot of ground 
at Jezreel, and no one will bury her.’ ” Then he 
opened the door and ran 
l!When Jehu went out to his fellow officers, one 
of them asked him, “Is everything all right? Why 
did this madman come to you?” 
You know the man and the sort of things he 
says,” Jehu replied. 


8:27 Political Marriages 

Ahab shrewdly arranged marriages to cement 
alliances with Israel’s neighbors. His wife Jezebel, 
for example, hailed from Phoenicia, which thus 
became an ally of Israel. Ahab also married off his 
daughter to the king of Judah, bringing peace to 
the two warring neighbors. Later, when Jehu 
revolted and slaughtered all of Ahab’s family 
members, he aroused the ire of those allies and 
threw Israel's foreign policy into disarray. 


429 Hebrew Ramsh, a variant of Ramoth 


15 Hebrew jehonam, 2 vanant of Joram; also in verses 17 and 21-24 


2 KINGS 9:26 


12”That’s not true!” they said. “Tell us.” 

Jehu said, “Here is what he told me: ‘This is 
what the Lorp says: I anoint you king over Is- 
«rael.’” 

13They hurried and took their cloaks and spread 
them under him on the bare steps. Then they blew 
the trumpet and shouted, “Jehu is king!” 
Jehu Kills Joram and Ahaziah ? Q 

14S0 Jehu son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nim- 
shi, conspired against Joram. (Now Joram and all 
Israel had been defending Ramoth Gilead against 
Hazael king of Aram, 'but King Joram? had re- 
turned (o Jezreel to recover from the wounds the 
Arameans had inflicted on him in the battle with 


down to see him. 

17When the lookout standing on the tower in 
Jezreel saw Jehu’s troops approaching, he called 
out, “I see some troops coming.” 

“Get a horseman,” Joram ordered. “Send him 
to meet them and ask, ‘Do you come in peace?’ ” 

18The horseman rode off to meet Jehu and said, 
“This is what the king says: ‘Do you come in 

ag 3 

“What do you have to do with peace?” Jehu 
replied. “Fall in behind me.” : 

The lookout reported, “The messenger has 
reached them, but he isn’t coming back.”” 

19So the king sent out a second horseman. When 
he came to them he said, “This is what the king 
says: ‘Do you come in peace?’ ” . 

Jehu replied, “What do you have to do with 
peace? Fall in behind me.” et 

2The lookout reported, “‘He has reached them, 
but he isn’t coming back either. The driving is like 
that of Jehu son of Nimshi—he drives like a mad- 
man.” 
21"Hitch up my chariot,” Joram ordered. And 
when it was hitched up, Joram king of Israel and 
Ahaziah king of Judah rode out, each in his own 
chariot, to meet Jehu. They met him at the plot of 
ground that had belonged to Naboth the Jezreelite. 
2When Joram saw Jehu he asked, “Have you 
come in peace, Jehu?” 

“How can there be peace,” Jehu 
long as all the idolatry and wit 
mother Jezebel abound?” 

2ZJoram turned about and fled, calling out to 
Ahaziah, “Treachery, Ahaziah!” 

4Then Jehu drew his bow and shot Joram be~ 
tween the shoulders. The arrow pierced his heart 
and he slumped down in his chariot. Jehu said to 
Bidkar, his chariot officer, “Pick him up and throw 
him on the field that belonged to Naboth the Jez- 
reelite. Remember how you and I were riding to- 
gether in chariots behind Ahab his father when the 
Loxp made this prophecy about him; 26°Ys 
I saw the blood of Naboth and the blood of his 
sons, declares the Loro, and I will surely make 


“as 
of your 


ae 
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2 KINGS 9:27 


i i id, declares the 
yu for it on this plot of ground, e 
Toaa,eNow then, pick him up and throw ee 
that plot, in accordance with the word of 


-esWhen Ahaziah king of Judah saw what had 


appened, he fled up the road to Beth Haggan.t 
Tae eresta him, shouting, “Kill him too!” They 
wounded him in his chariot on the way up to Gur 
near Ibleam, but he escaped to Megiddo and died 
there. 28His servants took him by chariot to Jerusa- 
lem and buried him with his fathers in his tomb in 
the City of David. 2(In the eleventh year of Joram 
son of Ahab, Ahaziah had become king of Judah.) 


Jezebel Killed 

Then Jehu went to Jezreel. When Jezebel heard 
about it, she painted her eyes, arranged her hair 
and looked out of a window. 3!As Jehu entered the 
gate, she asked, “Have you come in peace, Zimri, 
you murderer of your master?" 

" 32He looked up at the window and called out, 

“Who is on my side? Who?” Two or three eunuchs 

looked down at him. 33’Throw her down!” Jehu 

said Sg they threw her down, and some of her 
blood spattered the wall and the horses as they 
trampled her underfoot. 

‘Jehu went in and ate and drank. “Take care of 
that cursed woman,” he said, “and bury her, for 
she was a king’s daughter.” 35But when they went 
out to bury her, they found nothing except her 
skull, her feet and her hands. %They went back 
and told Jehu, who said, “This is the word of the 

Lorp that he spoke through his servant Elijah the 

Tishbite: On the plot of ground at Jezreel dogs will 
devour Jezebel’s flesh.4 37Jezebel’s body will be 
like refuse on the ground in the plot at Jezreel, so 
that no one will be able to say, ‘This is Jezebel.’ ” 
Ahab’s Family Killed 
1 0 Now there were in Samaria seventy sons of 
the house of Ahab. So Jehu wrote letters and 
sent them to Samaria: to the officials of Jezreel,¢ to 
the elders and to the guardians of Ahab’s children. 
He said, 2As soon as this letter reaches you, since 
your master’s sons are with you and you have 
chariots and horses, a fortified city and weapons, 
3choose the best and most worthy of your master’s 
sons and set him on his father’s throne. Then fight 
for your master’s house.” 

‘But they were terrified and said, “If two kings 
could not resist him, how can we?” 

5So the palace administrator, the city governor, 
the elders and the guardians sent this message to 
Jehu: “We are your servants and we will do any- 
thing you say. We will not appoint anyone as king; 
you do whatever you think best.” 

‘Then Jehu wrote them a second letter, saying, 
“If you are on my side and will obey me, take the 
heads of your master’s sons and come to me in 
Jezreel by this time tomorrow,” 

Now the royal princes, seventy of them, were 
with the leading men of the city, who were rearing 
them. 7When the letter arrived, these men took the 
princes and slaughtered all seventy of them. They 


£26 See 1 Kings 21:19, $27 Or fled by way of the garden 
436 See 1 Kings 21:23, rae bene eee 


put their heads in baskets and wiser 
ezreel. When the m arrived, 
jenn “They have brought the heads of the 


ee “Put them in two piles at 
Then Jehu ordered, Gani esi 
: ci until morning, 
Rie aolace Of ee Jehu went out. He aes 
before all the people and said, “You are Eerie 
It was | who conspired against my emasterea 
killed him, but who killed all these? 10Know | ae 
that not a word the Lorp has spoken Scey 
house of Ahab will fail. The Lorp has gone Whe 
he promised through his servant Elijah. corey 
killed everyone in Jezreel who remained a, 
house of Ahab, as well as all his chief men, his 
close friends and his priests, leaving him no survi- 
wtijehu then set out and went toward Samaria. At 
Beth Eked of the Shepherds, 3he met some rela~ 
tives of Ahaziah king of Judah and asked, “Who 
on 
Brey said, “We are relatives of Ahaziah, and we 
have come down to greet the families of the king 
and of the queen mother.” 

14’Take them alive!” he ordered. So they took 
them alive and slaughtered them by the well of 
Beth Eked—forty-two men. He left no survivor. 

15After he left there, he came upon Jehonadab 
son of Recab, who was on his way to meet him. 
Jehu greeted him and said, “Are you in accord 
with me, as | am with you?” 

“am,” Jehonadab answered. 

“If so,” said Jehu, “give me your hand.” So he 
did, and Jehu helped him up into the chariot. 
!6Jehu said, “Come with me and see my zeal for 
the Lorp.” Then he had him ride along in his 
chariot. 

17When Jehu came to Samaria, he killed all who 
were left there of Ahab‘s family; he destroyed 
them, according to the word of the Lorp spoken to 
Elijah. 

Ministers of Baal Killed 

'8Then Jehu brought all the People together and 
Said to them, “Ahab served Baal a little; Jehu will 
serve him much. !9Now summon all the prophets 
of Baal, all his ministers and alll his Priests. See that 
no one is missing, because I am going to hold a 
great sacrifice for Baal. Anyone who fails to come 


10:14 Jehu’s Slaughters 

Jehu’s bold attacks against the Princes of Judah had 
Serious consequences, To protect Israel against 
revenge from Judah and its friends, Jehu had to pay 
Assyria tribute. In fact, he is the only king of Israel 
whose picture has survived. A carving on an 
archaeological relic, the Black Obelisk, shows him 
Paying tribute to Assyria. Although God had 
Chosen Jehu to purge Israel, the Bible makes clear 
that his violence went far beyond his original 
amine, God himself condemns Jehu in Hosea 


31 Or “Did Zimri have peace, who murdered his master?“ 


‘1 Hebrew; some Septuagint manuscripts and Vulgate of the city 


But Jehu was acting deceptive 


ve to destroy the ministers of Baal 3 
en oe wal + assembly in honor of Baal 
Weal aimed it, 2Then he sent word 
ea enevrael and all the ministers of Baal 
throughout trrmrved away. They crowded into the 
temple of Baal until it was full from one end to ne 
phen. 2And Jehu said to the keeper of the bices 
fobe, “Bring robes for all ie ministers of Baal. 
brought out robes for them 
Me Then Jehu and Jehonadab zon ara 

s the temple of Baal. Jehu said to the 
Of Baal, 1 DE sene and see that no servants of 
the Loxp are here with you—only ministers of 
Baal.’ 2450 they went in to make sacrifices and 

burnt offerings. Now Jehu had posted eighty men 

outside with this warning: “If one of you lets any 
of the men | am placing in your hands escape, it 
will be your life for his life.” 
25s soon as Jehu had finished making the burnt 
offering, he ordered the guards and officers: “Go 
in and kill them; let no one escape.” So they cut 
them down with the sword. The guards and offi- 
cers threw the bodies out and then entered the 
inner shrine of the temple of Baal. 26They brought 
the sacred stone out of the temple of Baal and 
burned it. 27They demolished the sacred stone of 
Baal and tore down the temple of Baal, and people 
have used it fora latrine to this day. 
28So Jehu destroyed Baal worship in Israel. 
29However, he did not turn away from the sins of 
Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel 
to commit—the worship of the golden calves at 
Bethel and Dan. 
“The Lorp said to Jehu, “Because you have 
done well in accomplishing what is right in my 
eyes and have done to the house of Ahab all I had 
in mind to do, your descendants will sit on the 
throne of Israel to the fourth generation.” 31Yet 
. Jehu was not careful to keep the law of the Lorp, 
the God of Israel, with all his heart. He did not turn 
away from the sins of Jeroboam, which he had 
caused fsrael to commit. 
32In those days the Lorp began to reduce the 
size of Israel. Hazael overpowered the Israelites 
throughout their territory east of the Jordan in all 
the land of Gilead (the region of Gad, Reuben and 
Manasseh), ftom Aroer by the Arnon Gorge 
through Gilead to Bashan. 
34As for the other events of Jehu’s reign, all he 
did, and all his achievements, are they not written 
in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel? 

Jehu rested with his fathers and was buried in 
Samaria. And Jehoahaz his son succeeded him as 
king. *The time that Jehu reigned over Israel in 
Samaria was twenty-eight years. 


Athaliah and Joash 


1 When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw 

that her son was dead, she proceeded to 
destroy the whole royal family. 2But Jehosheba, 
the daughter of King Jehoram? and sister of Aha- 
ziah, took Joash son of Ahaziah and stole him 
away from among the royal princes, who were 


will no longer live 


Mehu said. 


came; ni 


*2 Hebrew Joram, a variant of Jehoram 
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*8 Or approaches the precincts 


about to be murdered. She 


ruled the land. 

4In the’seventh year Jehoiada begoba 2 beh s4 
manders of units of a hundred, the Carites t 
guards and had them brought to him at the temple 
of the Lorp. He made a covenant with them and 
put them under oath at the temple of the Lorp. — 
Then he showed them the king’s son. 5He com- 
manded them, saying, ‘This is what you are to do: 
You who are in the three companies that are going. 
on duty on the Sabbath—a third of you guarding 
the royal palace, 6a third at the Sur Gate, and a 
third at the gate behind the guard, who take turns 
guarding the temple— 7and you who are in the 
other two companies that normally go off Sabbath 
duty are all to guard the temple for the king. *Sta- 
tion yourselves around the king, each man with 
his weapon in his hand. Anyone who approaches 
your ranks? must be put to death. Stay close to the 
king wherever he goes.” 

The commanders of units of a hundred did just 
as Jehoiada the priest ordered. Each one took his 
men—those who were going on duty on the Sab- 
bath and those who were going off duty—and 
came to Jehoiada the priest. \0Then he gave the 
commanders the spears and shields that had be- 
longed to King David and that were in the temple 
of the Lorp. ''The guards, each with his weapon 
in his hand, stationed themselves around the king 
—near the altar and the temple, from the south 
side to the north side of the temple. 

12Jehoiada brought out the king’s son and put 
the crown on him; he presented him with a copy of 
the covenant and proclaimed him king. They 
anointed him, and the people clapped their hands 
and shouted, “Long live the king!” : 

13When Athaliah heard the noise made by the 
guards and the people, she went to the people at 
the temple of the Lorp, She looked and there 
was the king, standing by the pillar, as the custom 
was. The officers and the trumpeters were beside 
the king, and all the people of the land were rejoic- 
ing and blowing trumpets. Then Athaliah tore her 
robes and called out, ‘Treason! Treason!” 

15Jehoiada the priest ordered the commanders 
of units of a hundred, who were in charge of the 
troops: “Bring her out between the ranks‘ and put 
to the sword anyone who follows her.” For the 
priest had said, “She must not be put to death in 
the temple of the Lorp.” 16So they seized her as 


11:2 Preserving the Royal Line 
Queen Athaliah came within one baby of wiping 
out the royal line descending from David. The 
prophets predicted that jesus the would 
come from David's line, so in a sense the entire 
future of God’s plan rested with the family’s 
success in hiding Joash and returning him to the: 


15 Or out from the precincts on 
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ashe reached (he place vier the pet enter tis 
Jace routes, anid there ale ware q 

Pamehoiada (hon made a covenant between the 

Lore and the king and people that they would be 

the Lorb's people. He alia made a covenant be 

aveen the king and the people, WAIL the people of 


the land went to the temple of Baal and tore tt 
down, They smashed the altars and idols to pieces 
and killed Mattan the priest of Baal in front of the 
altars 


Then Jehoiada the priest posted guards at the 
temple of the Lone, MHe took with hin the cor: 
anders of hundreds, the Carites, the guards and 
all the people of the land, and together they 
brought the king down from the temple of the 


Loxp and went into the palace, entering by way of 
the gate of the guards The king then took his place 
‘on the royal throne, “and all the people of the land 


rejoiced. And the city was quiet, because Athaliah 
had been slain with th word at the palace, 

*Yoash! was seven years old when he began to 
reign 
Joash Repairs the Temple 

In the seventh year of Jehu, Joash! became 

12 king, and he reigned in Jerusalem forty 
years, His mother's name was Zibiah; she was 
from Beersheba, Joash did what was right in the 
eyes of the Loxp all the years Jehoiada the priest 
instructed him. The high places, however, were 
not removed; the people continued to offer sacri- 
fices and burn incense there. 

‘Joash said to the priests, Collect all the money 
that is brought as sacred offerings to the temple of 
the Loxp—the money collected in the census, the 
money received from personal vows and the 
money brought voluntarily to the temple. 5Let 
every priest receive the money from one of the 
treasurers, and let it be used to repair whatever 
damage is found in the temple.” 

But by the twenty-third year of King Joash the 
priests still had not repaired the temple. 7There- 
fore King Joash summoned Jehoiada the priest and 
the other priests and asked them, “Why aren't you 
repairing the damage done to the temple? Take no 
more money from your treasurers, but hand it over 

for repairing the temple.” 8The priests agreed that 
they would not collect any more money from the 
people and that they would not repair the temple 
themselves 
‘Jehoiada the priest took a chest and bored a 
hole in its lid. He placed it beside the altar, on the 
right side as one enters the temple of the Lorp. 
The priests who guarded the entrance put into the 
chest all the money that was brought to the temple 
of the Lorp, 1!0Whenever they saw that'there was a 
large amount of money in the chest, the royal sec- 
retary and the high priest came, counted the 
money that had been brought into the temple of 
the Lorp and put it into bags. !!When the amount 
had been determined, they gave the money to the 
men appointed to supervise the work on the tem- 
ple. With it they paid those who worked on the 
temple of the Lorp—the carpenters and builders, 


*21 Hebrew Jehoash, a variant of Joash 
symbol of the goddess Asherah; here and elsewhere in 2 Kings 


"1 Hebrew ehoash, a variant of Joash; also in verses 2, 4, 6, 7 and 18 
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oolong tie bernie 
: nthe money brought inte the wae Hot 
spent for making oliver basin, immer, 
eprinkling bowls, trumpets OF ary oer aa 
wold or ade for the temple of the Lown; : fae 
pald to the workmen, who used it to repair 
tomple, They did Hot require an accounting. 
thone to whom they gave the money to pay 
workers, becuuse they acted with corny hore 
ty. The money from the guilt offeriny olny 
offerings wan not browne the temple of the 
Lonny; it belonged to the stb, 

'7About this time Hazael king of Aram went up 
and attacked Gath and captured it, Then he 
to attack Jerusalem, But Joaph king of Judah took 
all the sacred objects dedicated by his father 
Jehoshaphat, Jehoram and Ahaziah, the kings of 
Judah—-and the gifts he himwelf had dedicated and 
all the gold found in the treasuries of the temple of 
the Loxp and of the royal palace, and he sent them 
to Hazael king of Aram, who then withdrew from 
jerusalem, 
; As for the other events of the reign of Joash, 
and all he did, are they not written in the book of 
the annals of the kings of Judah? “His officials 
conspired against him and assassinated him at 
Beth Millo, on the road down to Silla, The offi- 
cials who murdered him were Jozabad son of 
Shimeath and Jehozabad son of Shomer. He died 
and was buried with his fathers in the City of 
David. And Amaziah his son succeeded him as 
king. 
Jehoahaz King of Israel 


1 3 In the twenty-third year of Joash son of Aha- 

ziah king of Judah, Jehoahaz son of Jehu 
became king of Israel in Samaria, and he reigned 
seventeen years, 2He did evil in the eyes of the 
Lorp by following the sins of Jeroboam son of 
Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit, and 
he did not turn away from them. 3S0 the Lorp’s 
anger burned against Israel, and fora long time he 
kept them under the power of Hazael king of Aram 
and Ben-Hadad his son. 

‘Then Jehoahaz sought the Lorp’s favor, and 
the Loro listened to him, for he saw how severely 
the king of Aram was oppressing Israel. SThe Lorp 
provided a deliverer for Israel, and they escaj 
from the power of Aram, So the Israelites lived in 
their own homes as they had before. 6But they did 
not turn away from the sins of the house of Jero- 
boam, which he had caused Israel to commit; they 
continued in them, Also, the Asherah poles re- 
mained standing in Samaria, 

7Nothing had been left of the army of Jehoahaz 
except fifty horsemen, ten chariots ae ten thou- 
sand foot soldiers, for the king of Aram had de- 
stroyed the rest and made them |i 
threshing time. i 

5As for the other events of the reign of Jehoahaz, 
all he did and his achievements, are they Not writ- 
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» kings of Israel? 


fen in the book of the annals of the KiNB” Tie 


ers 


Hehoahaz rested with : 
in Samaria. And Jehoash* his son succeeded him 
as king 

Jehoash King of Israel 


in the thirty-seventh year of Joash king of 
judah. Jehoash son of Jehoahaz became king of 
jucey in Samaria, and he reigned sixteen years. 
lHe did evil in the eyes of the Lorp and did not 
turn away from any of the sins of Jeroboam son of 
Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit; he 
continued in them. 
4s for the other events of the reign of Jehoash, 
all he did and his achievements, including his war 
against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not wnt- 
ten in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel? 
i3Jehoash rested with his fathers, and Jeroboam 
succeeded him on the throne. Jehoash was buried 
in Samaria with the kings of Israel. 
4Now Elisha was suffering from the illness from 
which he died. Jehoash king of Israel went down 
to see him and wept over him. “My father! My 
father!” he cried. “The chariots and horsemen of 
Israel!” 
15Elisha said, “Get a bow and some arrows,” 
and he did so. 16“Take the bow in your hands,” he 
said to the king of Israel. When he had taken it, 
Elisha put his hands on the king’s hands. 
iOpen the east window,” he said, and he 
opened it. “Shoot!” Elisha said, and he shot. “The 
Lorp’s arrow of victory, the arrow of victory over 
Aram!” Elisha declared. ‘You will completely de- 
stroy the Arameans at Aphek.” 
i8Then he said. “Take the arrows,” and the king 
took them. Elisha told him, “Strike the ground.” 
He struck it three times and stopped. 1?The man of 
God was angry with him and said, “You should 
have struck the ground five or six times; then you 
would have defeated Aram and completely de- 
_ stroyed it. But now you will defeat it only three 
times.” £ 
20Elisha died and was buried 
Now Moabite raiders used to enter the country 
every spring. 21Once while some Israelites were 
burying a man, suddenly they saw a band of raid- 
ers; so they threw the man’s body into Elisha’s 
tomb. When the body touched Elisha’s bones, the 
man came to life and stood up on his feet 
2Hazael king of Aram oppressed Israel 
throughout the reign of Jehoahaz. 23But the Lorp 


13:20 Troublesome Neighbors 
Moab and Aram (Syria) often make an appearance 
in the book of Kings. They were small kingdoms 
much like Judah and Israel. Sometimes they fought 
against Israel or Judah, and sometimes they joined 
together in alliances to oppose a larger threat. On 
the world scene, constant threats came from Egypt 
and Assyria. Assyria cut a huge swath throu; 
history before its empire declined. Later, Babylon 
became the giant of the region. 


a 


29 Hebrew Joash, a variant of Jehoash; also in verses 12-14 and 25 
6 Deut, 24:16 413 Hebrew four hundred cubits (about 180 meters) 


2 KINGS 1445 
was gracious to them and had co and 
showed concern for them because of his covenant 
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. To this day he has 
been unwilling to destroy them or banish them 
from his presence. 

24Hazael king of Aram died, and Ben-Hadad bis 
son succeeded him as king. =Then Jehoash son of 
Jehoahaz from Ben-Hadad son of 
Hazael the towns he had taken in battle from his 
father Jehoahaz. Three times Jehoash defeated 
him, and so he recovered the Israelite towns. 
Amaziah King of Judah 
14 In the second year of Jehoash* son of Jehoa- 

haz king of Israel, Amaziah son of joash 
king of Judah began to reign. 7He was 
years old when he became king, and he reigned in 
Jerusalem twenty-nine years. His mother's name 
was Jehoaddin; she was from Jerusalem. *He did 
what was right in the eyes of the Lop, but not as 
his father David had done. In everything he folk 
lowed the example of his father Joash. ‘The high 
places, however, were not removed; the people 
continued to offer sacrifices and burn incense 
there. 

3After the kingdom was firmly in his grasp, he 
executed the officials who had murdered his father 
the king. *Yet he did not put the sons of the assas- 
sins to death, in accordance with what is written in 
the Book of the Law of Moses where the Loz> 
commanded: “Fathers shall not be put to death for 
their children, nor children put to death for their 
fathers; each is to die for his own sins.” 

7He was the one who defeated ten thousand 
Edomites in the Valley of Salt and captured Sela in 
battle, calling it Joktheel, the name it has to this 
day. 

8Then Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash son 
of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of Israel, with 
the challenge: “Come, meet me face to face.” 

SBut Jehoash king of Israel replied to Amaziah 
king of Judah: “A thistle in Lebanon sent a mes- 
sage to a cedar in Lebanon, ‘Give your daughter to 
my son in marriage.’ Then a wild beast in Lebanon 
came along and trampled the thistle underfoot. 
10You have indeed defeated Edom and now you 
are arrogant. Glory in your victory, but stay at 
home! Why ask for trouble and cause your own 
downfall and that of Judah also?” 

llAmaziah, however, would not listen, so Je- 
hoash king of Israel attacked. He and Amaziah 
king of Judah faced each other at Beth Shemesh in 
Judah. Judah was routed by Israel, and every 
man fled to his home. Jehoash king of Israel cap- 
tured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Joash, the 
son of Ahaziah, at Beth Shemesh. Then Jehoash 
went to Jerusalem and broke down the wall of 
Jerusalem from the Ephraim Gate tg the Comer 
Gate—a section about six hundred feet long 
14He took all the gold and silver and all the articles 
found in the temple of the Lorp and in the treas 
ies of the royal palace. He also took hostages 


returned to Samaria, ~ — 
15As for the other events of the reign of Jehoash, 


+1 Hebrew Jossh, a variant of fehowsh also in verses 13, 23 and 27 
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12:23 Why Doesn't Jeroboam II 
Get More Credit? 
. oriams report that Omri and Jero- boam 


Assyria.) Israel scoffed at these 
< ¢ doom. but within 30 years all 
ew Gre predictions had come true. 
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Azariah King of Judah 
pwenty-seventh year of Jeroboam 

15 cic Aa ae 
y ty CORRE 

aan Bane king, and he reigned in Jerusalem 

iky-two years. His mother’s name was Jecoliah) 

she was from Jerusalem, SHe did what was rightin 

the eves of the Lod, just as his father 

had done. ‘The high places, however, were not 

removed: the people continued to offer sacrifices 

incense there, 

angi burn ineetinicted the king with leprosye until 

the day he died. and he lived ina separate house / 

Jothany the King’s son had charge of the palace and 

governed the people of the land, 

SAs for the other events of Azariah’s reign, and 
‘all he did. are they not written in the book of the 
ainnals of the kings of Judah? ?Azariah rested with 
his fathers and was buried near them in the City of 
David. And Jotham his son succeeded him as king. 


Zechariah King of Israel { 

Sin the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of 
Judah, Zechariah son of Jeroboam became of 
Israel in Samaria, and he reigned six months, 9He 
did evil in the eyes of the Lorp, as his fathers had 
done. He did not turn away from the sins of Jero- 
beam son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to 
commit 

WShallum son of Jabesh conspired against Zech- 
ariah. He attacked him in front of the peoples » 
assassinated him and succeeded him as king. 
'The other events of Zechariah’s reign are written 
in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel. 12S0 
the word of the Lorp spoken to Jehu was fulfilled: 
“Your descendants will sit on the throne of Israel 
to the fourth generation," 


Shallum King of Israel 


“Shallum son of Jabesh became king in the 
thirty-ninth year of Uzziah king of fudale and he 
reigned in Samaria one month. 4Then Menahem 
son of Gadi went from Tirzah up to Samaria. He 
attacked Shallum son of Jabesh in Samaria, assas- j 
sinated him and succeeded him as king. 

isThe other events of Shallum’s reign, and the 
conspiracy he led, are written in the book of the 
a of the kings of Israel. 4 

At that time Menahem, starting out from Tir- 
zah, attacked Tiphsah and everyone in the city and 
its vicinity, because they refused to open their 


gates. He sacked and ri 
pregnant _— "ped Crea aE 


Menahem King of Israel 
Vin the thirty-ninth year of Azariah king of 
228 = 
a) Or a hoe where he ou doa eka me 


we 


judah, Menahem son of Gadi became king of Is- 
rael. and he reigned in Samaria ten years, 18He did 
mil in the eyes of the LorD. During his entire reign 
he did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam son 
of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit. 


19Then Pult king of Assyria invaded the land, 


a thousand talents? of 
and Menahem gave oy a ewengthen his own 
20Menahem exacted this 
»|, Every wealthy man had to con- 
els« of silver to be given to the 
king of Assyria. So the king of Assyria withdrew 
and stayed in the land no longer. 
21As for the other events of Menahem’s reign, 
and all he did, are they not written in the book of 
the annals of the kings of Israel? 2Menahem rest- 
ed with his fathers. And Pekahiah his son suc- 
ceeded him as king. 
Pekahiah King of Israel 
23[n the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, 
Pekahiah son of Menahem became king of Israel in 
Samaria, and he reigned two years- 24Pekahiah did 
evil in the eyes of the Lorp He did not turn away 
from the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he 
had caused Israel to commit. One of his chief 
officers, Pekah son of Remaliah, conspired against 
him. Taking fifty men of Gilead with him, he assas- 
sinated Pekahiah, along with Argob and Arieh, in 
the citadel of the royal palace at Samaria. So Pekah 
killed Pekahiah and succeeded him as king. 
2The other events of Pekahiah’s reign, and all 
he did, are written in the book of the annals of the 
kings of Israei 
Pekah King of Israel 
27In the fifty-second year of Azariah king of 
Judah, Pekah son of Remaliah became king of Is- 
rael in Samaria, and he reigned twenty years. 28He 
did evil in the eyes of the Lorp. He did not turn 
away fromethe sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, 
which he had caused Israel to commit. 
29[n the time of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath- 
Pileser king of Assyria came and took Ijon, Abel 
Beth Maacah, Janoah, Kedesh and Hazor. He took 
Gilead and Galilee, including all the land of Naph- 
tali, and deported the people to Assyria. Then 
Hoshea son of Elah conspired against Pekah son of 
Remaliah. He attacked and assassinated him, and 
then succeeded him as king in the twentieth year 
of Jotham son of Uzziah. 
31As for the other events of Pekah’s reign, and 
all he did, are they not written in the book of the 
annals of the kings of Israel? 


Jotham King of Judah 


32In the second year of Pekah son of Remaliah 
king of Israel, Jotham son of Uzziah king of Judah 
began to reign. ®He was twenty-five years old 
when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem 
sixteen years. His mother’s name was Jerusha 
daughter of Zadok. 4He did what was right in the 
eyes of the Loxp, just as his father Uzziah had 
done. The high places, however, were not re- 


#19 Also called Tiglath- Pileser 
kilogram) 43 Or even made kis son pass through 


°29 That is, about 37 tons (about 34 metric tons) 


36As for the other events of Jotham’s reign, and 
what he did, are they not written in the book of the 
annals of the kings of Judah? *7(In those the 
Lorp began to send Rezin king of Aramand 
son of Remaliah against Judah.) 38Jotham rested 
with his fathers and was buried with them in the 
City of David, the city of his father. And Ahaz his — 
son succeeded him as king. 


Ahaz King of Judah ¥ 


1 6 In the seventeenth year of Pekah son of 

Remaliah, Ahaz son of Jotham king of Judah 
began to reign. 2Ahaz was twenty years old when 
he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem six- 
teen years. Unlike David his father, he did not do 
what was right in the eyes of the Lorp his God. 
3He walked in the ways of the kings of Israel and 
even sacrificed his son ind the fire, following 
detestable ways of the nations the Lorp had 
driven out before the Israelites. #He offered sacri- 
fices and burned incense at the high places, on the 
hilltops and under every spreading tree. 

sThen Rezin king of Aram and Pekah son of 
Remaliah king of Israel marched up to fight against 
Jerusalem and besieged Ahaz, but they could not _ 
overpower him. At that time, Rezin king of Aram 
recovered Elath for Aram by driving out the men of 
Judah. Edomites then moved into Elath and have 
lived there to this day. 

7Ahaz sent messengers to say to Tiglath-Pileser 
king of Assyria, “I am your servant and vassal. 
Come up and save me out of the hand of the king 
of Aram and of the king of Israel, who are attack- 
ing me.” 8And Ahaz took the silver and gold found 
in the temple of the Lorp and in the treasuries of 
the royal palace and sent it as a gift to the king of 
Assyria. 9The king of Assyria complied by attack- 
ing Damascus and capturing it. He deported its 
inhabitants to Kir and put Rezin to death. , 

l0Then King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet a: 
Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria. He saw an altar in 
Damascus and sent to Uriah the priest a sketch of 
the altar, with detailed plans for its construction. 
1So Uriah the priest built an altar in accordance 
with all the plans that King Ahaz had sent from 
Damascus and finished it before King Ahaz re- 
turned. 12When the king came back from Damas- 
cus and saw the altar, he approached it and 


16:1 Ahaz’s Fateful Decisions 
King Ahaz figured large in the hi 


response, Assyria obliterated Israel and made 
Judah a virtual puppet. Worse, Ahaz copied the 
even 


pagan religions of his territories, 
to the extent of his son in the fire 
(16:3-4). 
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Why All the Fuss about Idols? 
The Grange practice that led to a kingdom's fall ? 
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They followed worthless idols and themselves became wort ; 7 
Fou cannot read very far in the Old Testament without encountering (colts {rey ole 
Y ‘perhaps the most common ein the Bible, A nagging sues oF ants there eae 
e Israelites keep deserting the God who had delivered them from Egyp! 
trunks and bronze statues? What was the big attract! 
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Responses to Idols Today 

Atul idols still thrive today, and their effect on the people shedatet batts De 

idolatry. In India, tor example, each city and Village has its own favorite gor Ne pin 

different gods are worshiped. Portable idols stand on street corners of the I ms Si eontial 
For devout Hindus, idolatry adds a dimension of ic to life. Hindus bel leve Hy bo ioe 

all events, including such disasters as ons th is, diseases, and traffic accidents. 

ul gods must be kept happy at all costs. 

ica pleases a god Benen on the god’s character, and gods can be fearsomia/any Wcieng 

ndians worship idols in the form of a snake; others worship the smallpox oddess. | he 4 

ity in India, Calcutta, has adopted the goddess Kali. Devotion to such gods can a ly leat 

\yzing fear. If Kali isn't kept happy, her followers believe, she will cruelly punish them, k 

SS phindus. less devout, take a different approach. They treat their gods almost as good-luc! 
4 taxidriver mounts a tiny statue of a monkey god on the dashboard of his car, 

onally draping it with flowers for decoration. If you ask, he'll say he prays to the god for 


ty—but you know about the traffic in India, he adds with a laugh. 


A Good-Luck Charm or an Evil Cult 

dolatry had similar effects on the ancient Israelites. Some Israelites took the same ful as the 
ndian taxidriver: Maybe an idol will help you out, maybe not, but why not play along? They 
dritted carelessly from god to god, adopting the religion of whatever group seemed to be having 
r success with its agriculture or armies. 
No attitude could be further from that demanded by the true God. He had chosen the Israelites 
as a kingdom of priests, a “peculiar people” set apart for him. As Lord of the universe, he wanted 
not a casual faith, but total allegiance. He was not a good-luck charm. 

Far too often, however, idols in Israel took on a more sinister form, resembling the evil goddess 
of Calcutta. Legends about Baal, for example, celebrated his drunkenness and debauchery. 
Followers worshiped him by having sex in the temple with prostitutes or even by sacrificing a 


human baby 
hiping Baal meant a complete rejection of God's special! relationship with the Israelites—a 


Ww 
me very much like adultery, as the prophets often pointed out. Baal worship could not possibly 


coexist with the worship of God. 


What Was the Appeal? 

Why did Baal and the other idols prove so appealing to the Israelites? Like peasants gawking at 
big-city life, the Israelites moved from 40 years of wilderness wanderings into a land of cities and 
more advanced technology. They had been landless nomads and shepherds. When they settled 
down to a new occupation of farming, they looked to a Canaanite god, Baal, as a possible means 
of guaranteeing good crops. In other words, they sought a shortcut through magic. 

Similarly, when a mighty army threatened their borders, they smuggled in a few of that army's 
favorite idols, hedging their bets in case their own religion did not bring them military success. — 
Idols became a phantom source of power, an alternative place to invest faith and hope. ‘ 

idolatry made such inroads into Israel and Judah that God had to tear apart both kingdoms in 
order to root it out. Second Kings clearly blames idolatry as the chief sin leading to both nations’ 
collapse. History records that the punishment ultimately worked. After the Ass rian and 
Babylonian invasions, never again did the Israelites dabble in idolatry. 

Life Questions: Idolatry need not involve images of wood or stone; it’ i i 
as money, another person, or fame. What ae some ‘idols’ you might be tompiedl eo tate al 
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preeented CMRgM GAT HETe otteredd Wee He 
Fie OFTEN AE gent antwelid, pcre Gut hie 
‘Hvik AFniAg, artel oprticetedd (he and at Hie fel 
Jaya eritertiagal aie die allie Hele breniee alae 
(hal atone berare (he Len He Beeight (ont the 
Cant ab the tenile fram Between thw Hew altar 
and the teanple OF he Lettiesanil put TE Gt the 
fonihy onde oF Hie ew altar 
Vebctay Ate (hen fave (ieee ceders to Uitat the 
jrieeh (O10 the hiene new allen, offer The morning 
Decatofleriay and the evening pale offeriig, the 
Aree BIA offering: And Hie rae Offering, and 
the burnt orferning fall the people of the land, and 
(hele great offering, and thede dlelike offeritig Sprit 
kieon (he aller all (he blood af the burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, Hutt will tee the bronze altar for 
nookiig guidance,” And Uelal the priest did just 
aw King Atay had ordered 
‘icing Ahoy took away the side panels and te 
moved the basine from the movable stands, Me 
removed the Sea from the bronze bulls that supe 
ported (Land set Lon astone base, Mile took away 
the Sabbath eanopye that had been built at the 
temple and removed the royal entryway outside 
the temple of the Lop, in deference to the king of 
Anayria 
WAw for the other events of the reign of Ahaz, 
and what he did, are they not written in the book 
‘of the annals of the kings of Judah? 2Ahaz rested 
with his fathers and was buried with them in the 
City of David. And Hezekiah his son succeeded 
him as king, 


Hoshea Last King, of Israel 

iby In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, 
Hoshea son of Elah became king of Israel in 
Samaria, and he reigned nine years. 2He did evil in 
the eyes of the Lorp, but not like the kings of Israel 

who preceded him. 
§Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up to attack 
Hoshea, \.ho-had been Shalmaneser’s vassal and 
had paid him tribute. 4But the king of Assyria dis- 
covered that Hoshea was a traitor, for he had sent 
envoys to Sod king of Egypt, and he no longer 
paid tribute to the king of Assyria, as he had done 
year by year. Therefore Shalmaneser seized him 
and put him in prison. 5The king of Assyria invad- 
ed the entire land, marched against Samaria and 
laid siege to it for three years. In the ninth year of 
Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria and 
deported the Israelites to Assyria, He settled them 
in Halah, in Gozan on the Habor River and in the 

towns of the Medes. 


Israel Exiled Because of Sin 


7All this took place because the Israelites had 

. sinned against the Lorp their God, who had 
brought them up out of Egypt from under the 
power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. They worshiped 
other gods 8and followed the practices of the na- 
tions the Lorp had driven out before them, as well 
as the practices that the kings of Israel had intro- 
duced. 9The Israelites secretly did things against 
the Lorp their God that were not right. From 


412 Orand went up _—-*13 Traditionally peace offerings 
possibly an abbreviation for Osorkon #12 Exodus 20:4, 5 


©18 Or the dais of his throne (see 
117 Or They made their sons and danghters puis three 


watelitower fo fortified ety ; / 
Hill prlacee Hei all thee term nie, 

alorwn anid Asherah poles on every and 
tinder every opronding tree, At every piace 


they buried incenne, ae the natione 

Lown had driven out before them had done. They 
did wicked things that provoked the Lone to are 
wer They worshiped idole, 1 the Lows had 
ood, You shall net de thie,“ © Loan warned 
lorael and Judah through all bie and 
aeors “Turn from your evil ways: 
commande and decrees, in accordance with 
entire Law that | commanded your fathers to obey 
and that | delivered to you through my servants 
the prophets.” 

But they would not listen and were as stiff- 
necked as their fathers, who did not trust in the 
Loup their God, 1They rejected his decrees and 
the covenant he had made with their fathers and 
the warnings he had given them. They followed 7 
worthless idols and themselves became worthless. 


bidden them to do. 

lThey forsook all the commands of the Loxp 
their God and made for themselves two idols cast 
in the shape of calves, and an Asherah pole, They 
bowed down to all the starry hosts, and they wor- 
shiped Baal, \7They sacrificed their sons and 
daughters in/ the fire. They practiced divination 
and sorcery and gold themselves to do evil in the 
eyes of the Lor, provoking him to anger. 

18So the Loro was very angry with Israel and 
removed them from his presence. Only the tribe of 
Judah was left, 19a” 1 even Judah did not keep the 
commands of the Lorp their God. They followed 
the practices Israel had introduced. Therefore 
the Lorp rejected all the people of Israel; he afflict- 
ed them and gave them into the hands of plunder- 
ers, until he thrust them from his presence. 

21When he tore Israel away from the house of 
David, they made Jeroboam son of Nebat their 
king. Jeroboam enticed Israel away from following 
the Lorp and caused them to commit a great sin. 
2The Israelites persisted in all the sins of Jeroboam 
and did not turn away from them “until the Lorp 
removed them from his presence, as he had 
warned through all his servants the prophets. So 
the people of Israel were taken from their home- 
jand into exile in Assyria, and they are still there. 
Samaria Resettled 

24The king of Assyria brought people from Bab- 
ylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath and Sepharvaim and 
settled them in the towns of Samaria to replace the 
Israelites. They took over Samaria and lived in its 
towns. 5When they first lived there, they did not 
worship the Lorp; so he sent lions among them. 
and they killed some of the people. 2It was re- 
ported to the king of Assyria: “The people you 
deported and resettled in the towns of Samaria do 


not know what the god of that country requires. 
He has sent lions among them, which are killing 
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them off, because the people do 

requires: 
Then the 


Jave one of the pre: 
Minder go buck to live there and teach the 
what the god of the land requires, | 28So one of the 
priests who had been exiled from Samaria came to 
live in Bethel and taught them how to worship the 


Loko. 
Ne 
own 
and se 
maria had made at the 
from Babylon made Succoth 
Cuthah made Nergal, and the men from Hamath 
made Ashima; “the Avvites made Nibhaz and 
Tartak, and the Sepharvites burned their children 
in the fire as sacrifices to Adrammelech and Anam- 
melech, the gods of Sepharvain’ 2They wor- 
shiped the Lorp, but they also appointed all sorts 
of their own people to officiate for them as priests 
in the shrines at the high places. MThey worshiped 
the Lor, but they also served their own gods in 
accordance with the customs of the nations from 
which they had been brought 
4To'this day they persist in their former prac- 
tices. They neither worship the Lorp nor adhere to 
decrees and ordinances, the laws and com- 
nds that the Lorp gave the descendants of 
whom he named Israel. SWhen the Lorp 
made a covenant with the Israelites, he com- 
manded them: “Do not worship any other gods or 
bow down to them, serve them or sacrifice to 
hem. ¥But the Lorp, who brought you up out of 
h mighty power and outstretched arm, is 
you must worship. To him you shall bow 
4 to him offer sacrifices. 7You must al- 
ys be careful to keep the decrees and ordi- 
»s, the laws and commands he wrote for you. 
Do not worship other gods, Do not forget the 
covenant | have made with you, and do not wor- 
ship other gods. Rather, worship the Lorp your 
God: it is he who will deliver you from the hand of 
all your enemies.’ 


ertheless, each national group made tts 
< in the several towns where they settled, 
st them up in the shrines the people of Sa- 
high places. “The men 
Benoth, the men from 


e 


Jacob, 


——— ee 
17:24 Changing the Scorched- 
Earth Policy 
In early wars Assyrian conquerors followed a cruel 
policy of genocide. They exterminated their 
enemies and destroyed their land and property. But 
in later years they adopted a new technique: 
deporting their victims to Assyria and other 
countries and replacing them with foreigners from 
other conquered territories. In this way, they 

disrupted cultures and made sure the conquered 

peoples would never regroup and rise up as a new 

threat. This verse shows the origin of Samaritans, a 

group that still existed in New Testament times 

and, in fact, can still be found in modern Israel. 

They combined their own religions with some 

reverence for the true God. 
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Asherah poles. 
snake Moses 
Israelites had 
called? Nehushtan.*) 

SHezekiah trusted in the LORD, 
rael. There was no one like him 
kings of Judah, either before him or after 
held fast.to the Loro and did not cease to 
him; he kept the commands the Lorp 
Moses, 7And the Loxp was with him; he 
cessful in whatever he rtook. He 
against the king of Assyria and did not serve him, 
From watchtower to fortified city, he defeated the 
Philistines, as far as Gaza and its territory. 

%in King Hezekiah’s fourth year, which was the 
seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, 
Shalmaneser king of Assyria marched against Sa- 
maria and laid siege to it. At the end of three 
years the Assyrians took it. So Samaria beard” 
tured in Hezekiah’s sixth year, which was 
ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel. !!The king of 
Assyria deported Israel to Assyria and settled 
them in Halah, in Gozan on the Habor River and in 
towns of the Medes. !2This happened because 
they had not obeyed the Lorp their God, but had ~ 
violated his covenant—all that Moses the servant 
of the Lorp commanded. They neither listened to 
the commands nor carried them out. 

13{n the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah’s 
reign, Sennacherib king of Assyria attacked all the 
fortified cities of Judah and captured them. 4So 
Hezekiah king of Judah sent this message to the 
king of Assyria at Lachish: “I have done wrong. 
Withdraw from me, and I will pay whatever you 
demand of me.” The king of Assyria exacted from 
Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents! of 
silver and thirty talents’ of gold. 15S0 Hezekiah — 
gave him all the silver that was found in the 
of the Lop and in the treasuries of the royal 


are * 
king of Judah stripped 


Eeget 28 
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oat this time Hezekiah 
the gold with which he had covered the doors 
and doorposts of the temple Lop, 

it to the king of Assyria. ee 
Sennacherib Threatens Jerusalem : 


\vThe king of Assyria sent his supreme com- 
mander, his chief officer and his field commander 


That is, about | ton (about | metnc ton) 


a 


4 Nehushtan sounds like the Hebrew for brome and snake and uncles 
ae, 


with a large army, from Lachish to King Hezekiah 
at Jerusalem. They came up to Jerusalem and 
stopped at the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the 
road to the Washerman’s Field, "They called for 
the king: and Bliakim son of Hilkiah the palace 
administrator, Shebna the secretary, and Joah son 
of Asaph the recorder went out to them 

The field commander said to them, ‘Tell Heze- 
kiah. 


This is what the great king, the king of 
Assyria, says: On what are you basing this 
confidence of yours? 2?You say you have strat- 
egy and military strength—but you speak 
only empty words. On whom are you de= 
pending, that you rebel against me? 2!Look 
now, you are depending on Egypt, that splint» 
ered reed of a staff, which pierces a man’s 
hand and wounds him if he leans on it! Such is 
Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who depend on 
him. 22And if you say to me, “We are depend- 
ing on the Lorp our God'—isn’t he the one 
whose high places and altars Hezekiah re- 
moved, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, “You 
must worship before this altar in Jerusalem’? 
2" "Come now, make a bargain with my 
master, the king of Assyria: | will give you two 
thousand horses—if you can put riders on 
them! 24How can you repulse one officer of 
the least of my master's officials, even though 
you are depending on Egypt for chariots and 
horsemen? 25Furthermore, have I come to 
attack and destroy this place without word 
from the Lorp? The Lorp himself told me to 
march against this country and destroy it.” a, 


2Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, and Shebna and 
Joah said to the field commander, “Please speak to 
your servants in Aramaic, since we understand it 
Don’t speak to us in Hebrew in the hearing of the 
people on the wall.” 
27But the commander replied, “Was it only to 
your master and you that my master sent me to say 
these things, and not to the men sitting on the 
wall—who, like you, will have to eat their own 
filth and drink their own urine?” 
28Then the commander stood and called out in 
Hebrew: “Hear the word of the great king, the 
king of Assyria! 2°This is what the king says: Do 
not let Hezekiah deceive you. He cannot deliver 
you from my hand. Do not let Hezekiah per- 
suade you to trust in the Lorp when he says, ‘The 
Lorp will surely deliver us; this city will not be 
given into the hand of the king of Assyria.’ 
31Do not listen to Hezekiah. This is what the 
king of Assyria says: Make peace with me and 
come out to me. Then every one of you will eat 
from his own vine and fig tree and drink water 
from his own cistern, 32until I come and take you to 
a land like your own, a land of grain and new 
wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive 
trees and honey. Choose life and not death! 
“Do not listen to Hezekiah, for he is misleading 
you when he says, ‘The Lorp will deliver us.’ 
33Has the god of any nation ever delivered his land 


424 Orcharioteers _°9 That is, from the upper Nile region 
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from the hand of the king of ? 4Where are 
the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the 
gods of Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivvah? Have they 
rescued Samaria from my hand? %Who of all the 
gods pf these countries has been able to save his 
land from me? How then can the Loxp deliver 
Jerusalem from my hand?’ 

“But the people remained silent and said noth- 
ing in reply, because the king had commanded, 
“Do not answer him.’ “ 

WThen Eliakim son of Hilkiah the palace admin- 
istrator, Shebna the secretary and Joah son of 
Asaph the recorder went to Hezekiah, with their 
clothes torn, and told him what the field com- 
mander had said 


Jerusalem’s Deliverance Foretold 


19 When King Hezekiah heard this, he tore his 
clothes and put on sackcloth and went into 
the temple of the Lorp. ?He sent Eliakim the pal- 
ace administrator, Shebna the secretary and the 
leading priests, all wearing sackcloth, to the 
prophet Isaiah son of Amoz. 3They told him, “This 
is what Hezekiah says: This day is a day of distress 
and rebuke and disgrace, as when children come 
to the point of birth and there is no strength to 
deliver them. 4It may be that the Lorp your God 
will hear all the words of the field commander, 
whom his master, the king of Assyria, has sent to 
ridicule the living God, and that he will rebuke him 
for the words the Lorp your God has heard. 
Therefore pray for the remnant that still survives.” 

5When King Hezekiah’s officials came to Isaiah, 
6lsaiah said to them, “Tell your master, ‘This is 
what the Lorp says: Do not be afraid of what you 
have heard—those words with which the under- 
lings of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me. 
7Listen! am going to put such a spirit in him that 
when he hears a certain report, he will return to his 
own country, and there | will have him cut down 
with the sword.’ “” 

8When the field commander heard that the king 
of Assyria had left Lachish, he withdrew and 
found the king fighting against Libnah. 

9Now Sennacherib received a report that Tir- 
hakah, the Cushite? king of Egypt, was marching 
out to fight against him, So he again sent messen- 
gers to Hezekiah with this word; 10Say to Heze- 
kiah king of Judah: Do not let the god you depend 
on deceive you when he says, ‘Jerusalem will not 
be handed over to the king of Assyria.’ Surely 


you have heard what the kings of Assyria have ~ 


done to all the countries, destroying them com- 
pletely. And will you be delivered? !2Did the gods 
of the nations that were destroyed by my fore- 
fathers deliver them: the gods of Gozan, Haran, 
Rezeph and the people of Eden who were in Tel 
Assar? 3Where is the king of Hamath, the king of 
Arpad, the king of the city of Sepharvaim, or of 
Hena or Ivvah?” ¥ 


Hezekiah’s Prayer 


\4Hezekiah received the letter from the messen- 
gers and read it. Then he went up to the temple of 
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4Before Isaiah had left the middle court, the 
word of the Lorp came to him 5Go back and tell 
Hezekiah, the leader of mY people, ‘This is what 

the Lorp, the God, of your father David, says: I 
have heard your prayer and seen your tears; | will 
heal you. On the third day from now you will go 
up to the temple of the LoRD. 6] will add fifteen 
years to your life. And 1 will deliver you and this 
city from the hand of the king of Assyria. I will 
defend this city for my sake and for the sake of my 
servant David.’ ” 

“Then Isaiah said, “Prepare a poultice of figs.” 
They did so and applied it to the boil, and he 
recovered 

Hezekiah had asked Isaiah, “What will be the 
sign that the Lorp will heal me and that I will go up 
to the temple of the Lorp on the third day from 
now?” 

9[saiah answered, “This is the Lorp’s sign to 
you that the Lorp will do what he has promised: 
Shall the shadow go forward ten steps, Or shall it 
go back ten steps?” 

\0'It is a simple matter for the shadow to go 
forward ten steps,” said Hezekiah. ‘Rather, have 
it go back ten steps.” 

11Then the prophet Isaiah called upon the Lorp, 
and the Lorp made the shadow go back the ten 
steps it had gone down on the stairway of Ahaz. 


Envoys From Babylon 


12At that time Merodach-Baladan son of Baladan 
king of Babylon sent Hezekiah letters and a gift, 
because he had heard of Hezekiah’s illness. 
13Hezekiah received the messengers and showed 
them all that was in his storehouses—the silver, 
the gold, the spices and the fine oil—his armory 
and everything found among his treasures. There 
was nothing iri his palace or in all his kingdom that 
Hezekiah did not show them. 

\Then Isaiah the prophet went to King Heze- 
kiah and asked, ‘What did those men say, and 
where did they come from?” 

“Froma distant land,” Hezekiah replied. “They 
came from Babylon.” 

15The prophet asked, “What did they see in 
your palace?” 

“They saw everything in my palace,” Hezekiah 
said. “There is nothing among my treasures that I 
did not show them,” 

l6Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word 
of the Lorp: !7The time will surely come when 
everything in your palace, and all that your fathers 
have stored up until this day, will be carried off to 
Babylon. Nothing will be left, says the Lorb. 
18And some of your descendants, your own flesh 

and blood, that will be born to you, will be taken 
away, and they will become eunuchs in the palace 
of the king of Babylon.” 

19”The word of the Lorp you have spoken is 
good,” Hezekiah replied. For he thought, “Will 
there not be peace and security in my lifetime?” 

20As for the other events of Hezekiah’s reign, all 
his achievements and how he made the pool and 
the tunnel by which he brought water into the city, 


46 Or He made his own son pass through 
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are they not written in the book of the annals of the 
kings of Judah? 21 Hezekiah rested with his fathers. 
And Manasseh his son succeeded him as king. 
Manasseh King of Judah * Ky 
2 Manasseh was twelve years old when he 
sbecame king, and he reigned in Jerusalem 

fifty-five years. His mother’s name was 
zibah. 2He did evil in the eyes of the Lonp, follow 
ing the detestable practices of the nations the Lorp 
had driven out before the Israelites. ‘He rebuilt the 
high places his father Hezekiah had destroyed; he 
also erected altars to Baal and made an Asherah 
pole, as Ahab king, of Israel had done, He bowed 
down to all the starry hosts and worshiped them. 
4He built altars in the temple of the Loxb, of which 
the Lorp had said, “In Jerusalem I will put my 
Name.” 5In both courts of the temple of the LORD, 
he built altars to all the starry hosts, *He sacrificed 
his own son in# the fire, practiced sorcery and 
divination, and consulted mediums and spiritists. 
He did much evil in the eyes of the Loxp, provok- 
ing him to anger. 

7He took the carved Asherah pole he had made 
and put it in the temple, of which the Lorp had 
said to David and to his son Solomon, “In this 
temple and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out 
of all the tribes of Israel, I will put my Name. for- 
ever. 51 will not again make the feet of the Israelites 
wander from the land I gave their forefathers, if 
only they will be careful to do everything I com- 
manded them and will keep the whole Law that 
my servant Moses gave them.” *But the people did 
not listen. Manasseh led them astray, so that they 
did more evil than the nations the Lorp had de- 
stroyed before the Israelites. 

10The Lorp said through his servants the proph- 
ets: 11“Manasseh king of Judah has committed 
these detestable sins. He has done more evil than 
the Amorites who preceded him and has led Judah 
into sin with his idols, 12Therefore this is what the 
Lorp, the God of Israel, says: 1 am going to bring 
such disaster on Jerusalem and Judah that the ears 
of everyone who hears of it will tingle. 191 will 
stretch out over Jerusaiem the measuring line used 
against Samaria and the plumb line used against 
the house of Ahab. I will wipe out Jerusalem as one 
wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it upside 
down. 141 will forsake the remnant of my inheri- 
tance and hand them over to their enemies. They 


LT 


20:20 A Lifeline Tunnel 

The tunnel, one of Hezekiah’s major 
accomplishments, can still be seen in modern 
Jerusalem. in ancient days, Jerusalem had no 
source of water within its walls, making it 
vulnerable to an extended siege. Hezekiah - 
undertook a tremendous engineering feat to bring 
water from a spring to a reservoir inside Jerusalem. 
In the late 1800s some boys swimming in the pool 
of Siloam happened upon a carved fecord, dating 
from Hezekiah’s time, of how the tunnel had been — 
dug. The marks of pickaxes are still clearly visible. 
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Ano een bic evil in my eyes and have 
provoked me to anger from the day their fore 
Pthers came out of Egypt until this day, 
ae forcover, Manasseh also shed so much inno 
Mood that he filled Jerusalem from end to 
; » sin that he had caused Judah to 


they did evil in the eyes of the 
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end —beside: 
commit, So 
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As for the other events of Manasseh’s reign, 
e did, including the sin he committed, are 
Written in the book of the annals of the 
kings of ludah? !SManasseh rested with his fathers 
and was buried in his palace garden, the garden of 
Uinta And Amon his son succeeded him as king 


and 
they 


Amon King of Judah 
! was twenty-two years old when he 


ng, and he reigned in Jerusalem two 
‘mother’s name was Meshullemeth 
she was from Jotbah. “He did 
n the eves of the Lor, as his father Manasseh 
i done. 2!He walked in all the ways of his father; 
worshiped the idols his father had worshiped, 
bowed down to them, #He forsook the LORD, 
fathers, and did not walk in the way 


ORD 
n’s officials conspired against him and as- 
king in his palace. 4Then the 
> land killed all who had plotted 


2 in his f 

the other events of Amon’s reign, and 
id, are they not written in the book of the 
the kings of Judah? 2*He was buried in 
n the garden of Uzza. And Josiah his son 
him as king 


The Book of the Law Found 

Josiah was eight years old when he became 
é &t king, and he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one 
years. His mother’s name was Jedidah daughter of 
Adaiah; she was from Bozkath. 2He did what was 
right in the eyes of the Lorp and walked in all the 
ways of his father David, not turning aside to the 

right or to the left. 
3[n the eighteenth year of his reign, King Josiah 
sent the secretary, Shaphan son of Azaliah, the 
son of Meshullam, to the temple of the Lorp. He 
said: #Go up to Hilkiah the high priest and have 
him get ready the money that has been brought 
into the temple of the Lorp, which the doorkeep- 
ers have collected from the people. 5Have them 
entrust it to the men appointed to supervise the 
work on the temple. And have these men pay the 
workers who repair the temple of the Lorp— ¢the 
carpenters, the builders and the masons. Also 
have them purchase timber and dressed stone to 
repair the temple. 7But they need not account for 
the money entrusted to them, because they are 
acting faithfully.” 
SHilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the 
secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law in the 
temple of the Lorp.” He gave it to Shaphan, who 


“17 Or by everything they have done 


Judah about what is written in this book that has 
been found. Great is the Lorp’s anger that burns 
against us because our fathers have not obeyed 
words of this book; they have nat acted in accor” 
dance with all that is written there concerning U5: 
\4Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, ‘Acbor, Shaphan 


and Asaiah went to speak to the Hul- 
dah, who was the wife of Shallum son of LG 


the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe. 


15She said to them, “This is what the Lorp, the 
God of Israel, says: Tell the man who sent you to 


bring disaster on this place and its people, accord- 
ing to everything written in the book the king of 
Judah has read. !7Because they have forsaken me 
and burned incense to other gods and provoked 
me to anger by all the idols their hands have 
made, my anger will burn against this place and 
will not be quenched,’ !8Tell the king of Judah, 
who sent you to inquire of the Lorp, ‘This is what 
the Lorp, the God of Israel, says concerning the 
words you heard: !8Because your heart was re- 
sponsive and you humbled yourself before the 
Lorp when you heard what I have spoken against 
this place and its people, that they would become 
accursed and laid waste, and because you tore 
your robes and wept in my presence, I have heard 
you, declares the Lorp. 20Therefore I will gather 
you to your fathers, and you will be buried in 
peace. Your eyes will not see all the disaster I am 
going to bring on this place.’ ” 

So they took her answer back to the king. 


Josiah Renews the Covenant 


2 Then the king called together all the elders 

of Judah and Jerusalem. 2He went up to the 
temple of the Lorp with the men of Judah, the 
people of Jerusalem, the priests and the prophets 
—all the people from the least to the greatest. He 
read in their hearing all the words of the Book of 


22:11 Dramatic Discovery 


Most scholars believe the Book of the 
to was Deuteronomy—or at least a Law fegres 
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the Covenant, whieh had been found in the temple 

jr ihe Lord ‘The king stood by the pillar and 

renewed the covenant in the presence of the 

Loreto follow the Lor and keep his come 

mands, regulations and decrees with all his heart 

sci all his soul, thus confirming the words of the 
covenant written in this book, Then all the people 
pledged themselves to the covenant 
‘The king ordered Hilkiah the high priest, the 
priests nextin rank and the doorkeepers to remove 
trom the temple of the Loro all the articles made 
for Baal and Asherah and all the starry hosts He 
burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of the 

Kidron Valley and took the ashes to Bethel, "He 

did away with the pagan priests appointed by the 
kings of Judah to burn incense on the high places 
of the towns of Judah and on those around Jerusa- 
jem—those who burned incense to Baal, to the sun 
and moon, to the constellations and to all the star- 
ry hosts. He took the Asherah pole from the tem- 
ple of the Loxp to the Kidron Valley outside 
Jerusalem and burned it there, He ground it to 
powder and scattered the dust over the graves of 
the common people. 7He also tore down the quar- 
ters of the male shrine prostitutes, which were in 
the temple of the Lorp and where women did 
weaving for Asherah, 

SJosiah brought all the priests from the towns of 
Judah and desecrated the high places, from Geba 
to Beersheba, where the priests had burned in- 
cense. He broke down the shrines# at the gates— 
at the entrance to the Gate of Joshua, the city gov- 
ernor, which is on the left of the city gate. 9Al- 
though the priests of the high places did not serve 
at the altar of the Lorp in Jerusalem, they ate 
unleavened bread with their fellow priests. 

10He desecrated Topheth, which was in the Val- 
ley of Ben Hinnom, so no one could use it to sacri- 
fice his son or daughter in? the fire to Molech. 
llHe removed from the entrance to the temple of 

the Lorp the horses that the kings of Judah had 
dedicated to the sun. They were in the court near 
the room of an official named Nathan-Melech. Jo- 
siah then burned the chariots dedicated to the sun. 
12He pulled down the altars the kings of Judah 
had erected on the roof near the upper room of 
Ahaz, and the altars Manasseh had built in the two 
courts of the temple of the Lorp. He removed 
them from there, smashed them to pieces and 
threw the rubble into the Kidron Valley. The 
king also desecrated the high places that were east 
of Jerusalem on the south of the Hill of Corruption 
the ones Solomon king of Israel had built for 
Ashtoreth the vile goddess of the Sidonians, for 
Chemosh the vile god of Moab, and for Moleche 
the detestable god of the people of Ammon. !4Jo- 
siah smashed the sacred stones and cut down the 
Asherah poles and covered the sites with human 
bones. 
15Even the altar at Bethel, the high place made 
by Jeroboam son of Nebat, who had caused Israel 
to sin—even that altar and high place he demol- 
ished. He burned the high place and ground it to 
powder, and burned the Asherah pole also. 


#8 Or high places *10 Or to make his son or daughter pass through 


\6Then Josiah looked around, and when he saw: 
the tombs that were there on the hillside, he had 
the bones removed from them and burned on the 
altar to defile it, in accordance with the word of the 
Loxp proclaimed by the man of God who f 
these things _ Ae 

i7The king asked, “What is that tombstone T 
seo?” 

‘The men of the city said, “It marks the tomb of 
the man of God who came from Judah and pro- 
nounced against the altar of Bethel the very things 
you have done to ft? 

Weave it alone,” he said. “Don’t let anyone 
disturb his bones,” So they spared his bones: and 
those of the prophet who had come from ‘Samaria. 

19Just as he had done at Bethel, Josiah removed 
and defiled all the shrines at the high places that 
the kings of Israel had built in the towns of Samaria 
that had provoked the Lorp to anger. 2Wjosiah 
slaughtered all the priests of those high places on 


the altars and burned human bones on them, Then 


he went back to Jerusalem. 

21The king gave this order to all the people: 
“Celebrate the Passover to the Lorp your God, as_ 
it is written in this Book of the Covenant.” 22Not 
since the days of the judges who led Israel, nor 
throughout the days of the kings of Israel and the 
kings of Judah, had any such Passover been ob- 
served, 23But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, 
this Passover was celebrated to the Lorp in Jerusa~ 
lem. 

24Furthermore, Josiah got rid of the mediums 
and spiritists, the household gods, the idols andall 
the other detestable things seen in Judah and 
Jerusalem. This he did to fulfill the requirements of 
the law written in the book that Hilkiah the priest 
had discovered in the temple of the Lorp. 
25Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king 
like him who turned to the Lorp as he did—with 
all his heart and with all his soul and with all his 
strength, in accordance with all the Law of Moses. 

26Nevertheless, the Lorp did not turn away 
from the heat of his fierce anger, which burned 
against Judah because of all that Manasseh had 
done to provoke him to anger. 27So the Lorp said, 
“1 will remove Judah also from my presence as | 
removed Israel, and I will reject Jerusalem, the city 
I chose, and this temple, about which I said, ‘There 
shall my Name be.’4”’ 

28As for the other events of Josiah’s reign, and 
all he did, are they not written in the book of the 
annals of the kings of Judah? " 

29While Josiah was king, Pharaoh Neco king of 
Egypt went up to the Euphrates River to help the 
king of Assyria. King Josiah marched out to meet 
him in battle, but Neco faced him and killed him at 
Megiddo. %Josiah’s servants brought his body in a 
chariot from Megiddo to Jerusalem and buried him 
in his own tomb. And the people of the land took 
Jehoahaz son of Josiah and anointed him and 
made him king in place of his father. 


Jehoahaz King of Judah 


3Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when 
«13 Hebrew Milcom 427-1 Kings 8:29 


2. KINGS 23:31 a 


“ 


in thi 
done 
in the land of F 


hundred talents? of St c 
MPharaoh Neco made Eliakim son of Josiah king in 


place of his father Josiah and changed Eliakim’s 
name to Jehoiakim. But he took Jehoahaz and car- 
ried him off to Egypt, and there he died. 3SJehoia- 
kim paid Pharaoh Neco the silver and gold he 
demanded. In order to do so, he taxed the land 
and exacted the silver and gold from the people of 
the land according to their assessments 


Jehoiakim King of Judah 

%Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he 
became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven 
years. His mother's name was Zebidah daughter 
of Pedaiah; she was from Rumah. 37And he did 
evil in the eyes of the Lorb, just as his fathers had 


done. 

4 During Jehoiakim’s reign, Nebuchadnezzar 
2 king of Babylon invaded the land, and Je- 
hoiakim became his vassal for three years. But 
then he changed his mind and rebelled against 
Nebuchadnezzar. 2The Lorp sent Babylonian,4 
Aramean, Moabite and Ammonite raiders against 
him. He sent them to destroy Judah, in accordance 
with the word of the Lorp proclaimed by his ser- 
vants the prophets. [Surely these things happened 
to Judah according to the Lorp’s command, in 
order to remove them from his presence because of 
the sins of Manasseh and all he had done, 4includ- 
ing the shedding of innocent blood. For he had 
filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, and the Lorp 
was not willing to forgive. 

5As for the other events cf Jehoiakim’s reign, 
and all he did, are they not written in the book of 
the annals of the kings of Judah? *Jehoiakim rested 
th his fathers. And Jehoiachin his son succeeded 
as king 
The king of Egypt did not march out from his 
own country again, because the king of Babylon 
ken all his territory, from the Wadi of Egypt 
to the Euphrates River 
Jehoiachin King of Judah 

SJehoiachin was eighteen years old when he 
» king, and he reigned in Jerusalem three 


s. His mother’s name was Nehushta daugh- 
f Elnathan; she was from Jerusalem. 9He did 


W 


ha 


—_—_—_———————— 


24:1 Jeremiah’s Influence 

The last two chapters, which closely parallel 
material in Jeremiah 52, reveal the influence of 
that prophet on the book of Kings. Some scholars 
have concluded that he wrote this historical 
record. 


Hebrew Septuagint (see also 2 Chron. 36.3) Neco at Rabi in Hamath removed him 


That ss, about 75 pounds (about 34 kilograms) 
Band 44 Or the jordan Valley 


verses 1 


336 


evil in the eyes © 
done. 4 
10At that time t 


12Jehoiachin king of 
dants, his nobles 
to him. % 

In the eighth year 
Babylon, he took 
Lorp had declared, 
the treasures from the t 
from the royal palace, and 
articles that Solomon king. 
the temple of the Lorp. 
Jerusalem: all the officers and figh 
the craftsmen and artisans—a | 
sand. Only the poorest people of #! 
left. 9 

I5Nebuchadnezzar took oe 
Babylon. He also took from 
the king’s mother, his wives, his officials 
leading men of the land. 16The king of Babylon also 
deported to Babylon the entire force of seven thou- 
sand fighting men, strong and fit for war, and a 
thousand craftsmen and artisans. made Mat- 
taniah, Jehoiachin's uncle, king in his place and 
changed his name to Zedekiah. ew 
Zedekiah King of Judah 

18Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he 
became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven 
years. His mother’s name was Hamutal daughter 
of Jeremiah; she was from Libnah. !%He did evil in 
the eyes of the Lorn, just as Jehoiakim had done. 
20]t was because of the Loro’s anger that all this 
happened to Jerusalem and Judah, and in the end 
he thrust them from his presence. y 


The Fall of Jerusalem 
Now Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Bab- 


ylon. 
2 So in the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign, on 
the tenth day of the tenth month, Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon marched against 
Jerusalem with his whole army. He encamped out- 
side the city and built siege works all around it. 
2The city was kept under siege until the eleventh 
year of King Zedekiah. 3By the ninth day of the 
fourth month the famine in the city had become 
so severe that there was no food for the people to 
eat. 4Then the city wall was broken through, and 
the whole army fled at night through the gate 
between the two walls near the king’s 
though the Babylonians! were surrounding 
city. They fled toward the Arabah,s but the 
ylonian* army pursued the king and overtook him 
in the plains of Jericho. All his soldiers were sepa- 
rated from him and scattered, 


“They killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes. 


43 That is, about 3 34 tons (about 34 metic 


42 Or Chaldean «3 See Jer. S26. 14 Or Chaldeans; abso in 


*5 Or Chaldean, also in verses 10 and 24 


Then they pot out his eyes, bound him with 
bronze shackles and took him to habylon, 

On the seventh day of the filth month, in the 
nineteenth year of Nebue hadnezzar king of Baby 
yiun, Nebuzaradan commander of the impenal 
guard, an official of the king of Babylon, came to 
jerusalem. “He set fire to the temple of the Lone, 
the royal palace and all the houses of Jerusalem 
Livery important building he burned down wthe 
whole Babylonian army, under the commander of 
the imperial guard, broke down the walls around 
Jerusalem. '!Nebuzaradan the commander of the 
guard carried into exile the people who remained 
in the city, along with the rest of the populace and 
those who had gone over to the king of Babylon, 
But the commander left behind some of the poor 

est people of the land to work the vineyards and 
fields 
The Babylonians broke up the bronze pillars, 
the movable stands and the bronze Sea that were 
at the temple of the Loup and they carried the 
bronze to Babylon. “They also took away the pots, 
shovels, wick trimmers, dishes and all the bronze 
articles used in the temple service. !*The com 
mander of the imperial guard took away the cen- 
sers and sprinkling bowls—all that were made of 
pure gold or silver 
16The bronze from the two pillars, the Sea and 
the movable stands, which Solomon had made for 
the temple of the Lonp, was more than could be 
weighed. !7Each pillar was twenty-seven feet 
high. The bronze capital on top of one pillar was 
four and a half feet? high and was decorated with 
a network and pomegranates of bronze all around 
The other pillar, with its network, was similar. 
18The commander of the guard took as prisoners 
Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the priest next 
in rank and the three doorkeepers. 1%Of those still 
in the city, he took the officer in charge of the 
fighting men and five royal advisers. He also took 
the secretary who was chief officer in charge of 
conscripting the people of the land and sixty of his 
men who were found in the city. 0Nebuzaradan 
the commander took them all and brought them to 
the king of Babylon at Riblah. 2!There at Riblah, in 
the land of Hamath, the king had them executed. 
So Judah went into captivity, away from her 
land, 


*17 Hebrew eighteen cubits (about 8.1 meters) 


17 Hebrew three cubits (about 1.3 meters) 


Sersiah son of Tanhumeth the 
Jansamiate the. stm th the Wancattene, ond hele 


their men “Do not be afraid of the Debrionses 
Mticiale,” he said. “Gatte denwn ‘ 
serve the king of Habrylon, and it with yw 
you," 


25:22 A Kingdom Disappears 
Judah’s final rebellion against Babylon 
se eee 
destruction of Survivors were taken 


21:10-16. » 


—— 


A Lineup of Rulers , 


"TR two-part book of Kings can be confusiné: First, th 
t 


keep all the details straight 


The following list of 38 kings and one queen should help clarify the history of Israel in the North 


and Judah in the South. As you come across the name of a ruler in one of the history books or '" 


s book of the prophets, simply refer to the capsule description below for a brief summary of |! 


during the time of that ruler or prophet 


d divided for just over 200 
all, the adoms of Israel and Judah were united for 120 years an: i 
yapeiien ne Gisappeared ‘and Judah lasted alone another 135 years. After that, no independent 


jewish nation existed until the 20th century. 


The timeline on the bottom of pages 340-346 places the major prophets in the appropriate time 
period, along with the rulers of their era. Prophets whose names appear in shaded boxes spoke to 
Israel; those listed against a w hite background spoke to Judah. (Dating of some rulers is inexact 


because of overlapping reigns }} 


UNITED KINGDOM 


SAUL 
DAVID 
SOLOMON 


These first three kings of Israel each ruled 
approximately 40 years, and so for 120 years, 
Israel was one nation, The books of Samuel and 
Chronicles, along with 1 Kings, describe their 
reigns in’ great detail. Later, Jews would look 
back on this time as the Golden Age of Israel. 


DIVIDED KINGDOM 
ISRAEL 


ere’s one nation to keep track of, then 
wo, then one again. In all, 39 rulers are profiled, Little wonder it takes a biblical scholar t0 


REHOBOAM ° 17 Years 


Judah’s first king had a checkered career. 


JEROBOAM I ¢ 22 Years 


| He was handpicked by God to lead a reform, 
but this first king of the Northern Kingdom 
proved to be one of Israel's worst. For years 
afterward, evil kings were described as 
walking in the ways of Jeroboam.” It was he 
who firmly established the split-off nation of 
Israel, uniting 10 rebel tribes. To prevent his 
people from worshiping. in Jerusalem (now 
enemy territory), he built a new capital city and 
set up the notorious “high places” as alternative 
worship sites, The high places and calf worship 
| plagued Israel throughout its entire history. First 
| Kings records that God decided to abandon 
\srael during the reign of Jeroboam, the 
Northern Kingdom’s very first ruler. (1 Kings 


prophets; sometimes he did not. At first, the 


and Levites came over to Judah. But, before 


as into Israel, and Judah suffered humiliating 
punishment from the armies of Egypt. Thus 


his successors. (1 Kings 11:43-14:31; 
2 Chronicles 10-12) 


Sometimes he obeyed God and listened to the 
Jewish religion gained strength when alt priests 


long, idolatry found its way into Judah as well 


Judah’s first king set an unfortunate pattern for 


11:26-15:25; 2 Chronicles 10:2-13:20) 


ABIJAH * 3 Years 


War with Israel in the North dragged on 


splinter nations were still adjusting to each 
other's independence. Abijah offered no: 
improvement on his father Rehoboam’s 


13:1-14:1) 


throughout Abijah’s three-year reign. The two 


immoral ways. (1 Kings 15:1-8; 2 Chronicles 


wm. VPI Peers eee 


A LINEUP OF RULERS 


JEROBOAM I (on) 


NADAB ° 2 Yeats 

on followed the errors of his 
father in every way, and his feign merits only 
Poanie verses, Israel's first dynasty ended abruptly 
Ren Nadab fell victim to a murder plot 


| w 
launched by Baasha. (1 Kings 15:25-32) 


jeroboam’s 5 


BAASHA ° 24 Years 
| After gaining the throne in a violent manner, 
Baasha lasted 24 years. He showed no 
inclination to reverse the evil practices begun 
The prophet Jehu predic ted his 


| by Jleroboam: 
16:7; 2 Chronicles 16) 


| death. (1 Kings 15:33 


~ ELAH ° 2 Years 


| The Bible records only one incident trom 

| Elah’s reign: his chariot commander staged a 

| military coup while Elah was off getting drunk 
Elah was killed, along with all other descen- 
dants of his father, Baasha. Israel’s second 
dynasty, therefore, only lasted 26 years, and 
snother family took the throne. (1 Kings 16:8-14) 


| 


ZIMRI * 7 Days 


| Evidently, Mutinous chariot commander 
Zimri acted without his army’s support, The 
army revolted against him, and his “reign” 

| ended seven days after it had begun, in a 

| suicidal fire set in his palace. (1 Kings 16:15-20) 

| 


ASA * Al Years 


Jehoshaphat were the only 
ngs who did “what was 


Asa and his son 
kings mentioned in 1 Ki 
right in the eyes of the Lord.” Second 
Chronicles gives a much fuller account of Asa’s 
41 years. He began religious reforms that 
turned into. a kindof wildfire revival. He drove 
heathen cults out of the land—even removing 
his own grandmother as queen mother because 
of her idolatry. Asa also welcomed to Judah 
many refugees from Israel, Late tn his reign he 
backslid and got bogged down in foreign wars, 
making an alliance with neighboring Aram to 
hold Israel at bay. (1 Kings 15:9-24 

2 Chronicles 14-16) 
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A LINEUP OF RULERS 


——_ 


Secular historians rate Omri as one of Israel's 


f | rulers. In 
most powerful and capable politica! 
ds call Israel “the land of 


ja fival to the throne, 


——— + 
| OMRI ° |2 Years 


Assyrian 


ari.” He out re 
| expanded terac!s lands, and founded the city of 
| Samaria, which would remain Israel’s capital 
| for 150 years. But he gets scant mention In the 


Bible- it dismisses him for sinning “more than 
| all those before him.* (1 Kings 16:21-28) 


AHAB ° 22 Years 


competition for alltime worst king of 
srae! id win hands down. He 
marr ‘ous Jezebel, a pagan priestess 
who promptly installed Baal worship as Israel's 


official religion t Kings departs from its 
ally brief style to give a detailed treatment 
Ahab’s life and the great spiritual crisis then 
jah appeared on the scene 


During that time 
to repr t! se God against Queen 


God gave Ahab plenty of 


ezebel’s relig 
opport to reform. Ahab humbled himself 
at least stponing disaster, but a nasty 
incident over Naboth’s vineyard sealed his fate. 
| Polit nab forged a successful alliance 


| with Israel's neighbor, Judah, and the divided 
kingdoms lived at peace for the first time since 
fe ,am. Ultimately, however, his evil 

tices would spread into Judah. (1 Kings 

22:40; 2 Chronicles 18) 


| AHAZIAH °* 2 Years 


Like his father, Ahab, and mother, Jezebel, 
Ahaziah continued to worship Baal and to fight 
against Elijah. He was no match, His reign 
lasted only part of two years, and the 
descriptions of him reveal a weak, vengeful 
ruler. (1 Kings 22:40—2 Kings 1:18) 

\ 


JORAM ®° 12 Years 


PROPHETS 


AHAB 


JEHOSHAPHAT 


JEHOSHAPHAT * 25 Years 


Judah enjoyed the rare blessing of two good 
kings back to back. Jehoshaphat continued the 
spirit of Asa’s rule, and found ways to further it. 
He sent out princes to teach from the Book of 
the Law in the cities of Judah and established 
courts of justice throughout the country. With a 
large army and well-fortified cities, he attained 
a level of peace and prosperity rare in Judah’s 
history. His one serious mistake was in linking 
himself to Israel’s wicked king Ahab through 
marriage and military alliance. (1 Kings 
22:41-50; 2 Chronicles 17—20) 


AHAZIAH JORAM 


ELIJAH 


850 B.C. 


RP PaO sae 


JORAM cone) 


Although an improvement over his father and 
mother (Ahab and Jezebel), Joram ultimately 
failed to do right. He modified some of the 
worship of Baal, and at times had a respectful 
relationship with the prophet Elisha, But Joram 
lived in treacherous times, The nation of Aram 
was attacking (rom the east, and God had setin 
motion an internal plot, led by Jehu, against 
Ahab’s heirs. Finally, Joram fell victim to Jehu’s 
«rrow, ending the evil dynasty founded by 
Oni. (2 Kings 3:1-9:26) 


JEHU * 28 Years 


Not to be confused with the prophet of the 
same name, this Jehu was a fast-driving, 
impetuous military man. He began a holy. 
mission to purge Ahab’s influence out of Israel 
and Judah, but considerably overstepped his 
bounds. He killed Joram, had Jezebel thrown 
from a window, and slew 70 princes, piling 
their heads in two heaps by a gate. Then he 
slew all the priests and prophets of Baal and 
tricked the worshipers of Baal into a trap that 
led to a mass slaughter. Unfortunately, Jehu’s 
zeal for violence did not translate into zeal for 
justice. His actions tore Israel apart for 
generations, and he did little to attend to the 
nation’s spiritual health. Israel also began to 
lose political strength. (2 Kings 9-10) 


JEHU 


JEHORAM 


" JEHORAM * 8 Years 


After 60 good years under Asa and 
Jehoshaphat, Judah experienced a terrible 
regression under Jehoram. He began by killing. 
his brother and then marrying Al allah, 
daughter of Israel’s Ahab, and Jezebel, She 
promptly led him into Baal worship. Elijah, 
who mostly prophesied to Israel, sent Judah's 
king Jehoram a letter predicting the severe 
bowel disease that would lead to his death 
Second Chronicles reports that "he passed 
away, to no one’s regret,” (2 Kings 8:16-24; 

2 Chronicles 21) 


AHAZIAH ° 1 Year 


In effect Ahaziah served as a mere puppet 
representative of the notorious queen Athaliah, 
daughter of Ahab and Jezebel. He fell victim to 
the bloody purge of Jehu. (2 Kings 8;25-29; 

2 Chronicles 
22:1-9) 


ATHALIAH * 7 Years 


Queen Athaliah first corrupted her husband 
Jehoram and dominated her son Ahaziah. Then, 
after Ahaziah’s death, she killed off her infant 
grandchildren to remove rivals to the throne. 
She ruled Judah for seven years, leading the 
kingdom into a dark time of Baal worship and 
evil. Providentially, however, one heir escaped 
her reach. The young Joash, hidden away by 
his mother, emerged at the age of seven to lead 
a popular revolt against Athaliah. Athaliah, the 
only woman to rule either of the two kingdoms, 
was the last of Ahab’s family to die. She had 
come within one baby of wiping out King 
David's royal line. (2 Kings 11; 2 Chronicles 
22:10-23:21) 


JOASH »* 40 Years 


AHAZIAH ATHALIAH JOASH 


IMT EE 


A LINEUP OF RULERS 942 


a a, 


JEHU ‘one.) 


JOASH (oni) 


pt into power at the crest of a revolt 
He dani ked grandmother Athaliah, And 
I Mish followed the advice of Jehoida 
ys Lon did well. Most notably, he 
(He Pie massive projects to repair the temple. 
zal hoi la died, however, Joash allowed 
Jo prosper once more. He strayed so far 
yedeals of his youth that he ordered the 
het Ze hariah to be stoned—the same 
prophe! whose father, Jehoida, had saved his 
hari ment came swiftly, at the hands of a 
{ Can army. Finally, Joash’s own. servants 
ee against him and ‘avenged Zechariah’s 
Part . (2 Kings 12; 2 Chronicles 24) 


yaatrst | 


= 
JEHOAHAZ * 17 Years 


After all his father Jehu had done tg 
exterminate Baal worship, Jehoahaz jie 
mediately reinstated it. He ruled 17 y 
marked by a series of embarrassing military 
defeats at the hands of neighboring Aram, jie 
did turn to God in desperation at least once. 
and Israel got some reprieve. (2 Kings 1s] 9) 


afer Ie 
idolatt 


lite 


JEHOASH * 16 Years 


Although Jehoash did not break the eyil 
pattern of Israel's kings, he showed Some bright 
spets. He honored the prophet Elisha, and Gud 
allowed him to recover much of the territory 
that Aram had taken from Israel. (Note that 
Judah also had a king named Joash, the 
shortened version of Jehoash.) (2 Kings 
1310-14: 16) 


AMAZIAH © 29 Years 


second Kings concludes that Amaziah “did 
what was right in the eyes of the Lord, Ec not 
vs his father David had done Yet the author 
mostly comments on Amaziah’s failures: rs 
hogan his rule by executing those who had 
killed his father. Then he ignored a prophet’s 
jdvice and attacked Edom, bringing back idols 
trom there. Flushed with military success, he 
Ihunched a foolhardy campaign against Israel 
The trouncing that resulted discredited his 
leadership, and he spent his last 12 years in 
exile. (2 Kings 14:1-22; 2 Chronicles 25) 


JEROBOAM II * 41 Years 


It seems that God gave Israel oné last chance 
under King Jeroboam II. This king tuled a strony 
and prosperous nation. The Bible gives scant 
mention of his reign, but it lasted 41 years, 
during which Israel recovered nearly all its 
former territory. The prophet Jonah lived then 
possibly assisting the king in his frontier 
defense against Assyria. In addition, Amos anc! 
Hosea were active, railing against the terrible 
social and religious corruption of those affluent 
times. In a remarkable turn of events, Israel 
survived as a nation for only a few decades 
after this stable period. (2 Kings 14:°23-29) 


AZARIAH °* 52 Years 


Called Uzziah in Chronicles, this king 
reigned some 50 years, the longest of Judah's 
kings. Asa young man, he took advice from a 
prophet named Zechariah. He built up the 
amy of Judah and worked on its agriculture 
and water supplies, Until Azariah, Judah had 
been a struggling kingdom, with enemy 
fortifications just five miles from Jerusalem 
Under him, the nation achieved true strength 
Even so, Azariah gets a short review in the 
Bible because of his spiritual failings. He did 
not remove the high places, and he violated the 
Law of Moses by taking on the work of priests 
himself. (2 Kings 1521-17; 2 Chronicles 26) 


ZECHARIAH AND 
SHALLUM °® 7 Months 


After Jeroboam II, the nation splintered into 
rival factions. The first king (Zechariah) ruled 
for six.months, the second (Shallum) only one 
month. Both died violently. (2 Kings 15:8-16) 
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| MENAHEM * 10 Years 


Menahem lasted for ten turbulent years, He 
gained the throne by murdef, and his reign 

| showed a similar ruthlessness. The first of 

| Assyria's three invasions-=lsrael’s “World War I” 
see Introduction to 2 Kings) occurred during 
Menahem’s vears, and he frantically tied to 


buy off the invaders. (2 Kings 1524-22) 


| PEKAHIAH ®* 2 Years 


| Israel was quickly stiding toward anarchy and 
| extermination. Pekahiah survived only two 
| years before a military coup overthrew him. 

(2 Kings 15:23-26) 


PEKAH ®* 20 Yeats 
Pekah turned to international intrigue and 
icy, He attempted to dethrone the king 
of Judah in the South, But Judah bought help: 
from Assyria, which promptly invaded Israel for 
| the second time. After occupying all major 
Cities in Israel except the capital Samaria. 
Assyria began deporting thousands of conquered 
Israelites to other lands, (2 Kings 15:27-31) 


consp 


HOSHEA ®* 9 Years 


The Bible judges Hoshea as less wicked than 
| some of his predessors. Nevertheless, Israel's 
death was certain, Hoshea angered AssVria by 
turning south to Egypt for aid. The Assyrians 
attacked, and after a terrible three-year siege 
the last stronghold, Samaria, fell to the 
conquerors. Assyria deported the vast majority 
of Israel’s population, who became the “ten lost 
tribes of Israel.” (2 Kings 17) 


ASSYRIAN INVASION 


MENAHEM 


PEKAHIAH PEKAH 


JOTHAM 


AZARIAH one.) 


JOTHAM * 16 Years 


After serving as Azatiah’s proxy king for 15 
years (while Azariah was quarantined with 
leprosy), lotham took over and continued the 
practices of his father. He expanded Judah's 
economic and military strength, but did not 
pursue religious reforms as fully as he should 
have. (2 Kings 15:32-38; 2 Chronicles 27) 


AHAZ ° 16 Years 
At the very moment Ahaz was being 
crowned, armies from the North led by King 
Pekab of Israel were marching into Judah. Ahaz 
ignored the prophet Isaiah's advice to put his 
trust in God rather than military alliances. 
Turning to the mighty empire of Assyria, he 
purchased aid with treasures from the temple 
and the king's palace. The strategy worked 
temporarily: Israel’s armies withdrew to defend 
themselves, But Ahaz opened the doors for 
later Assyrian invasions of Judah itelf. Worse, he 
made copies of foreign gods and set them up in 
Jerusalem. Under him, religion in Judah took a 
precipitous drop. He went so far as to sacrifice 
his sons in the fire, following the detestable 
ways of foreign nations. (2 Kings 16> 
2 Chronicles 28) 


HOSHEA 


ISAIAH 


-- MICAH == 


AHAZ 


715 B.C. 


t9 MICAH 
pa 
™ HEZEKIAH 


HEZEKIAH * 29 Years 


| King Hezekiah gets full treatment in both 

ngs and Chronicles. The first book stresses the 
‘cal side of his reign while the second 

| reports on his religious reforms. Both were 
sive; Hezekiah was one of the best and 
portant kings of Judah. He immediately 
stopped idolatry by reopening and cleansing 
the temple and calling for a period of national 
repentance. He resurrected the Passover 
celebration, and worship in Israel reached a 
peak that had not been seen since the time of 
David and Solomon. In all this, he listened 
carefully to advice from the prophet Isaiah. Yet 
Hezekiah hardly lived in a peaceful era. He 
faced imminent danger from Assyria and barely 
survived an invasion and siege, God honored 
his faithfulness with a miraculous military 
intervention. In an unprecedented act, he also 
added 15 years to Hezekiah’s life. (2 Kings 18— 
20; 2 Chronicles 29-32; Isaiah 36-39) 


Whatever good Hezekiah had accomplished 
jn his exemplary reign, his son Manasseh undid 
in 55 years of the worst rule in Judah's history. 
He reversed Hezekiah’s reforms, bringing in all 
forms of idolatry, including the occult and 
| witchcraft. He killed off prophets, erected idols 
| in God's temple, and sacrificed his own sons 
| of the altar of a heathen god. The Assyrian 
| empire took Manasseh prisoner, leading him 
| away with a hook through his nose. Later he 

repented, but great damage had been done. 
After Manasseh, God pronounced a final 
judgment on the future of Judah, (2 Kings 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| MANASSEH °* 55 Years 
| 
| 
| 


21:1-18; 2 Chronicles 33:1-20) 


MANASSEH 


46 A NANEUP OF RUIARS 


AMON * 2 Years 


Anan tierely coninued the practices of hie 
father, He died at the bande of Vie cenvante 
(2 Kings 2119-20; 2 Chroneles $4)21-25) 


JOSIAH © 41 Years 


Judati's olide to destruction was ineruphed 
by the amazing rule of ite allio Lew kin 
Joolah came to the throne at age eight, but 
received good Counsel fron the fi 4 prio, in 
4) years cared out the most extensive 
religious reforms Judah had ever sean, Me 
removed and destroyed the altars, idols, and 
symbols of ungodly worship from the temple, 
and destrayed pagan centers throughout the 
land, In-a thelling sequence of events, he 
oversaw the rediscovery of the Law of Moses 
and acted immediately on what it taught. No 
king equals Josiah for his sincere and devout 
practices, He even extended his reforms into 
the decimated regions of lorael in the North 
Josiah had a time of military peace, for 
during his reign the Assyrian empire was 
disintegrating, But he unwisely thrust hinvself 
into international polities by marching against 
Egypt. (The prophet Jeremiah had urged against 
the Egyptian campaign.) Judah would never 
recover from this fatal mistake, for Josiah died 
suddenly in battle, His death shocked the 
nation, After Josiah’s death, Egypt installed a 
puppet king, and no one after him had the 
ability to rally Judah's religious or political 
strength, (2 Kings 22:1-23:30; 2 Chronicles 34— 
$5) 


JEHOAHAZ * 3 Months 


The third son of Josiah lasted only three 
months before being sacked by-a pharaoh and 
carried off in chains. (2 Kings 23:30-34; 

2 Chronicles 36:1-4) 
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JEREMIAH 


JEHOAHAZ 


600 B.C. 


600 B.C. 


BABYLONIAN INVASION 


a 


JEHOLAKIM * 11 Yeats 


Installed by an Egyptian pharaoh, Jehoiakim 
found himselt trapped when Egypt was defeated 
by a surging Babylon. He quic kty shifted 
allegiance to Nebuc hadnezzar of Babylon One 
of Judah's worst kings, he stubbornly tried to 
have the prophet miah put to death 
Numerous passages in Jeremiah’s book make 
plain his scorn for Jehoiakim.) Finally, after an 
iILadvised revolt against Nebuchadnezzar, 
Jehorakim was captured and killed. 

(2 Kings 23:30-24:67 2 Chronicles 36:5-8) 


JEHOLACHIN * 3 Months 


The struggles with Babylon were the “World 
War li” in Israel's history (see Introduction 10 
2 Kings). After holding out for three months 
against Nebuchadnezzar's armies, Jehoiachin 
surrendered, and was carried away with many 
other captives, including the prophet Ezekiel 
He lived.in a Babylonian prison for 40 years 
(2 Kings 2426-17; 25:27-30; 2 Chronicles 
36:8-10) 


ZEDEKIAH ®* 11 Years 


Zedekiah ruled over Judah during the last 11 
years of its existence as an independent state. A 
weak king, he took bad advice from princes 
and advisers and often made unwise decisions. 
He ignored Jeremiah’s advice to remain loyal to 
Babylon and joined an alliance against that 
empire. As a result, Nebuchadnezzar laid siege 
to Jerusalem for almost two years, bringing the 
city to the verge of starvation. At last the 
Babylonians made a breach in the wall and 
overran the city. They burned Solomon’s 
temple, the king's palace, and other buildings, 
and destroyed the walls around Jerusalem. 
Finally, they took everything of value from the 
temple. The city was utterly looted. 

(2 Kings 24:17-25:7; 2 Chronicles 36:11-20) 


Zechariah, Haggai, and Malachi prophesied 
later, to the Jewish refugees who had returned from 
Babylon ~ 
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7 CHRONICLES 


INTRODUCTION 


A Family Record ; 
yhese facts reminded Israelites of thetr place in God's plan 


\nd who Is like your people Israel—the one nation on earth whose God went out to redeem te a 


people tor himsel/ 17:21 
fays, many Christian families prized their family Bible. Often the onl book in the: 
hou ved for more than reading, It was also the family memory bank, Yer li f 
event-—a marriage, a birth, a death—was recorded on its flyleaves. The ible was down 
hit, a family kept track of ite . 3 
D 


from generation to generation, and throu a 
The book of | Chronicles is something like that—a recor israel’s history, 
1 Chronicles looks like a rehash 


particularly of David, Israel's greatest king. In fact, at first glance, 
lite as told in 2 Samuel and 1 Kings. Some of the most dramatic episodes in David's 
into this account. But David's 


of David's 

life—his clash with Goliath, his sin with Bathsheba—don’t make it 

organization of the temple is told in great detail, and long, lists and genealogies fill over half the. 
i ’ 

se of that, few people read 1 Chronicles. Most of us are more interested in. personalities 


book 
Becaus 

than in institutions and genealogies, 

David's Lasting Impact ¢ ; 
First Chronicles, however, is far more interested in David's lasting here ag tiene in his 


ups and downs as an individual. The nation he led was more than a coll 
founded on God's unshakable promises to the children. of Abraham. He had 


individuals. It was 
promised to be with them. He had promised to provide leadership. He had promised to make 
them a blessing to the world, These promises took shape in enduring institutions—the temple and 
the monarchy, most notably. 


Why a List of Names? 

The first nine chapters of 1 Chronicles trace iheigeeneay of Israel back to Adam. The author 
brings together more family records than you'll find anywhere else in the Bible. These records 
helped the Israelites remember their position as members in God's chosen family. had given 
them unique ways to follow and worship him. First Chronicles reminded the Israelites—as it 


reminds us—of how different their family was meant to be. 


How to Read 1 Chronicles 

Few will enjoy reading 1 Chronicles’s many lists and genealogies straight through. You should 
approach them more like a puzzle. Don’t get lost in the hundreds of names. Instead, try to 
understand how the different parts of 1 Chronicles fit together. For each section ask, “Why'was * 
this included? What did it mean to the original audience—to the Israelites who had returned from 
exile in Babylon? How did it encourage them as they made a new beginning?” 

First Chronicles divides cleanly into two parts. The first nine chapters are mainly lists of names. 
In these, the Israelites read their family tree and discovered their heritage. Chapters 10 to 29 tell 
the 


David’s story, focusing on the legacy he left behind for future generations Spray 
David, a founding father of Israel, transformed the nation in a way that lasted hundreds of 


PLANS FOR READING 1 CHRONICLES rae 
PLAN 1: An Overview of 1 Chronicles in 1 Day . ae 
UJ Day 1. Read the Introduction to 1 Chronicles, and chapter 17, which describes 
b cage epetakd 


God’s promise to David and David's prayerful response. oc 
= warts teen 


348 


3 Chronicles in 17 Days 
es hie should only skim chapters 1-9 and 


11-90 100 noroBowo 
0 23-27 0 280 29 


Historical Records From Adam to Abraham 


To Noah's Sons 
Adam, Seth, Enosh, 2Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared, 
1 sEnoch, Methuselah, Lamech, Noah. 


4The sons of Noah:4 
Shen, Ham and Japheth. 


The Japhethites 

5The sons? of Japheth: 
Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Me- 
shech and Tiras. 

6The sons of Gomer: 
Ashkenaz, Riphaths and Togarmah. 

7The sons of Javan 
Elishah, Tarshish, 
Rodanim 


the Kittim and the 


The Hamites 

8The sons of Ham: 
Cush, Mizraim,4 Put and Canaan. 

9The sons of Cush: 
Seba, Havilah, Sabta, Raamah and Sab- 
teca. 

The sons of Raamah: 
Sheba and Dedan. 

10Cush was the fathers of 
Nimrod, who grew to be a mighty warrior 
on earth. 
lMizraim was the father of 
the Ludites, Anamites, Lehabites, Naph- 
tuhites, !2Pathrusites, Casluhites (from 
whom the Philistines came) and Caphto- 
rites. 
13Canaan was the father of 

Sidon his firstborn,/ and of the Hittites, 
'4Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites, !5Hi- 
vites, Arkites, Sinites, 6Arvadites, Zema- 
rites and Hamathites. 


The Semites 


17The sons of Shem: 
Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud and Aram. 
The sons of Arams: 
Uz, Hul, Gether and Meshech. 
'8Arphaxad was the father of Shelah, 
and Shelah the father of Eber. 


“4 Septuagint; Hebrew does not have The sons of Noah: 
and 20 
48 That is, Egypt; also in verse 11 
'13 Or of the Sidonians, the foremost 417 One He 

y lebrew 
Hebrew manuscripts do not have this line Tanne 
10:28); most Hebrew manuscripts Ebal 


*19 Peleg means division, 


23-27, which contain lists and genealogies, 


560 60170 wh) 90 200) 210) 22 


19Two sons were born to Eber: ‘ 
One was named Peleg, because in his 
time the earth was divided; his brother 
was named Joktan, 

20Joktan was the father of 
Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 


21Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 22Obal,' 
Abimael, Sheba, 23Ophir, Havilah and 
Jobab. All these were sons of Joktan. 


24Shem, Arphaxad,/ Shelah, y 
25Eber, Peleg, Reu, 

26Serug, Nahor, Terah 

27and Abram (that is, Abraham). 


The Family of Abraham 


28The sons of Abraham: 
Isaac and Ishmael. 


Descendants of Hagar 
29These were their descendants: 
Nebaioth the firstborn of Ishmael, Kedar, 
Adbeel, Mibsam, Mishma, Dumah, 
Massa, Hadad, Tema, 3!Jetur, Naphish 
and Kedemah. These were the sons of 
Ishmael. 


Descendants of Keturah £ 
32The sons born to Keturah, Abraham's concu- 
bine: 
Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak 
and Shuah. 
The sons of Jokshan: 
Sheba and Dedan. 
3The sons of Midian: 
Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida and El- 
daah. 
All these were descendants of Keturah. 


Descendants of Sarah 


34Abraham was the father of Isaac. 
The sons of Isaac: 
Esau and Israel, 


Esau’s Sons 


35The sons of Esau: c 
Eliphaz, Reuel, Jeush, Jalam and K 
%The sons of Eliphaz: 


5. Sons may mean descendant ions; 
§ Many Hebrew manuscripts and Vulgate (see also Septuagint and Gen, 10:3); most Fiebrevy apse oe Diphat hee 
‘TO Father may mean ancesor or predecessor or founder, also in verses I1, 13, Band 20. 


and some Septuagint manuscripts (see also Gen, 10%; 


); most 


'22 Some Hebrew manuserj 5) 
'24 Hebrew; some Septuagint manuscripts Arphazad, Caingn fe Union cae 


— a eel _. 
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Teman, Omar, Zepho," Gatam and Israel’s Sons : 
Kenaz These were the sons of Israel: ; 
by Timna: Amalek.’ Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Iss ; 
WThe sons of Revel i Zebulun, 2Dan, Joseph Pherefa gr 
Nahath, Zerah, Shammah and Mizzah. tali, Gad and Asher. r 
The People of Seir in Edom Judah 
MThe sons of Selr Tc Hezron’s Sons 
Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, 3The sors ofudab: 
Ever and Dishan. Er, Onan and Shelah. 
The sons of Lotan : teen ee RU Ba, Nek wie sed 
Hori and Homam. Timna was Lotan’s sis- Canaai oman, 


ter 
“The sons of Shobal 
Alvan,< Manahath, Ebal, Shepho and 
Onam 
The sons of Zibeon: 
Aiah and Anah 
41The son of Anah: 


Dishon <* 

The sons of Dishon Zimri, Ethan, Heman, Calcol and Darda: 
Hemdan,4 Eshban, Ithran and Keran. —five in all. 
#2The sons of Ezer: 7The son of Carmi: o ’ 


Bilhan, Zaavan and Akan.* 
The sons of Dishanf: 


daughter of Shua. Er, Judah's firstborn, 
was wicked in the Lorp’s sight; so the 
Lorp put him to death. Tamar, Judah's 
daughter-in-law, bore him Perez and 
Zerah, Judah had five sons in all. 

5The sons of Perez: 


Hezron and Hamul. 7 
6The sons of Zerah: x 


Achar,* who brought trouble on Israel by 
violating the ban on taking devoted 


U A things.! 
eapriteeralt 8The son of Ethan: % 
The Rulers of Edom Azariah. 


43These were the kings who reigned in Edom 
before any Israelite king reigneds: 
Bela son of Beor, whose city was named 
Dinhabah. 
4When Bela died, Jobab son of Zerah from 
Bozrah succeeded him as king. 
45When Jobab died, Husham from the land of 


9The sons born to Hezron were: 
Jerahmeel, Ram and Caleb. 
From Ram Son of Hezron o 
10Ram was the father of 


Amminadab, and Amminadab the father 
of Nahshon, the leader of the people of 


* 


; ' Judah. !Nahshon was the father of Sal- <’ 
the Temanites succeeded him as king. ~ +. 
4When Husham died, Hadad son of Bedad, pappiirarrpaaie ee Os a 
who defeated Midian in the country of Jesse 
Moab, succeeded him as king. His city - 
was named Avith. ‘3Jesse was the father of n 


47When Hadad died, Samlah from Masrekah 
succeeded him as king. 

48When Samlah died, Shaul from Rehoboth on 
the river succeeded him as king. 

49When Shaul died, Baal-Hanan son of Acbor 
succeeded him as king. 

5s0When Baal-Hanan died, Hadad succeeded 
him as king. His city was named Pau,’ 
and his wife’s name was Mehetabel 
daughter of Matred, the daughter of Me- 
Zahab. 5!Hadad also died. 


The chiefs of Edom were: 
Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, 52Oholibamah, 
Elah, Pinon, Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, 
S4Magdiel and Iram. These were the 
chiefs of Edom. 


Eliab his firstborn; the second son was 
Abinadab, the third Shimea, !4the fourth 
Nethanel, the fifth Raddai, !the sixth 
Ozem and the seventh David. !¢Their sis- 
ters were Zeruiah and Abigail. Zeruiah’s 
three sons were Abishai, Joab and Asahel. 
\7Abigail was the mother of Amasa, 
whose father was Jether the Ishmaelite. 


Caleb Son of Hezron s 


18Caleb son of Hezron had children by his wife 
Azubah (and by Jerioth). These were her 
sons: Jesher, Shobab and Ardon. 17When 
Azubah died, Caleb married Ephrath, 
who bore him Hur. 20Hur was the father 
of Uri, and Uni the father of Bezalel. 

21Later, Hezron lay with the daughter of Makir 


«36 Many Hebrew manuscripts, some Septuagint manuscripts and Syriac (see also Gen. 36:11); most Hebrew manuscripts Zephi 
236 Some Septuagint manuscripts (see also Gen. 36:12); Hebcew Gatam, Kenaz, Timna and Amalek 40 Many Hebrew manuscripts 
and some Septuagint manuscripts (see also Gen. 36:23); most Hebrew manuscnpts Alian 441 Many Hebrew manuscripts and some 
Septuagint manuscripts (see also Gen. 36:26); most Hebrew manuscripts Hamran 42 Many Hebrew and Septuagint manuscripts 
(see also Gen. 36:27); most Hebrew manuscripts Zaanar, Jaakan '42 Hebrew Dishon, a variant of Dishan 
Israelite kang reigned over them ‘48 Possibly the Euphrates 
Vulgate and Synac (see also Gen. 36:39); most Hebrew manuscripts Pai 


7 


Joshua 
them. 


—_ ~~ 
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+ of Gilead (he had married her 


he 
ee he was sixty years old), and she 


when he 
bore him Segub-. 
Jair, who contro! 
in Gilead. *\(But 
tured Havvoth Jair," x 
with its surrounding settlements—sixty 


towns.) All these were descendants of 
Makir the father of Gilead 

MAfter Hezron died in Caleb Ephrathah, Abi- 
jah the wife of Hezron bore him Ashhur 
the father? of Tekoa. 


led twenty-three towns 
Geshur and Aram cap- 
as well as Kenath 


Jerahmeel Son of Hezron 
>The sons of Jerahmeel the firstborn of Hez- 
ron 
Ram his firstborn, Bunah, Oren, Ozem 
and: Ahijah. 2Jerahmeel had another 
wife, whose name was Atarah; she was 
the mother of Onam. 
27The sons of Ram the firstborn of Jerahmeel: 
Maaz, Jamin and Eker. 
28The sons of Onam: 
Shammai and Jada. 
The sons of Shammai: 
Nadab and Abishur 
2Abishur’s wife was named Abihail, wh 
bore him Ahban and Molid. : 
XThe sons of Nadab: 
Seled and Appaim, Seled died without 
children 
31The son of Appaim: 
Ishi, who was the father of Sheshan. 
Sheshan was the father of Ahlai. 
2The sons of Jada, Shammai's brother: 
Jether and Jonathan. Jether died without 
children. 
33The sons of Jonathan: 
Peleth and Zaza 
These were the descendants of Jerahmeel. 
4Sheshan had no sons—only daughters. 
He had an Egyptian servant named Jarha. 
35Sheshan gave his daughter in marriage 
to his servant Jarha, and she bore him 
Attai 
%Attai was the father of Nathan, 
Nathan the father of Zabad, 
37Zabad the father of Ephial, 
Ephlal the father of Obed, 
Obed the father of Jehu, 
Jehu the father of Azariah, 
*Azariah the father of Helez, 
Helez the father of Eleasah, 
#Eleasah the father of Sismai, 
Sismai the father of Shallum, 
4!Shallum the father of Jekamiah, 
and Jekamiah the father of Elishama 


The Clans of Caleb 


“The sons of Caleb the brother of Jerahmeel: 
Mesha his firs:bozn, who was the father 
#23 Or captured the settlements of Jair 


chsewhere Or Oren and Ouem, by 
nerpherites Dr father of Beth Recab 


2Segub was the father of | 
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45 Hebrew 
see also Septuagint and 2 Samuel 11:3); most Hebrew — Present 


of 


Raham the of Jorkeam. Rekem was 
the father of Repenas 4sThe won oP 
Shammai yes a and Maon was “ 
father of Beth Zur, . 
‘aleb’s concubine Ephah was Eneanaibet of 

ee Haran, Moza ind Gane Haran was the 
father of Gazez. i 

47The sons of Jahdai: — 
Regem, Jotham, Geshan, Pelet, Ephah 
and Shaaph. 

48Caleb’s concubine Maacah was the mother 
of Sheber and Tirhanah, #9She also gave 
birth to Shaaph the father of Madmannah 
and to Sheva the father of Macbenah and 
Gibea. Caleb's daughter was % 
SéThese were the descendants of Caleb. 

The sons of Hur the firstborn of Ephrathah: 

Shobal the father of Kiriath Jearim, 51Sal- 
ma the father of Bethlehem, and Hareph 
the father of Beth Gader. 

52The descendants of Shobal the father of 
Kiriath Jearim were: ‘4 
Haroeh, half the Manahathites, Sand the 
clans of Kiriath Jearim: the Ithrites, Pu- 
thites, Shumathites and Mishraites. From 
these descended the Zorathites and Esh- 
taolites. 

‘The descendants of Salma: 
Bethlehem, the Netophathites, Atroth 
Beth Joab, half the Manahathites, the Zor-- 
ites, Sand the clans of scribese who lived 
at Jabez: the Tirathites, Shimeathites and 
Sucathites. These are the Kenites who 
came from Hammath, the father of the 
house of Recab./ 


iy 


The Sons of David 


These were the sons of David born to him in 
Hebron: 
The firstborn was Amnon the son of— 
Ahinoam of Jezreel; 
the second, Daniel the son of Abigail of 
Carmel; 
2the third, Absalom the son of Maacah 
daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; 
the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; 
3the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; 
and the sixth, Ithream, by his wife Eglah. 
These six were born to David in Hebron, 
where he reigned seven years and six 
months. 
David reigned in Jerusalem thirty-three 
Sand these were the children born to him there: 
Shammua,s Shobab, Nathan and Solo- _ 


"24 Father may mean civic ieaser os military leader; also in verses 42, 45, 49-52 and 


har, Elishua Bliphetet 


Japhia, Elisha, F 
nine in all vAL tb 


Noga, Ne 
1 


phox 
Eliphelet 
of Davie 


“on 
And Tamar wae 


The Kings of Judah 
Wsolomon’s son way Rehoboam 
Abijal his son 
Asa his 90 
Jehoshaphat his son. 
Njehoran’ his son. 
Ahoziah his 600. 
\ his son, 
naziah his 80. 
Avariah his son, 
Jotham his son. 
HAhaz his son, 
Hezekiah his son, 
Manasseh his son, 
Amon his son, 
Josiah his son. 
iSThe sons of Josiah: 
Johanan the firstborn, 
Jehoiakim the second son, 
Zedekiah the third, 
Shallum the fourth 
loThe successors of Jehoiakim: 
Jehoiachine his son, 
and Zedekiah 


The Royal Line After the Exile 
The descendants of Jehoiachin the captive: 
Shealtiel his son, 18Malkiram, Pedaiah, 
Shenazzar, Jekamiah, Hoshama and 
Nedabiah, 
19The sons of Pedaiah: 
Zerubbabel and Shimei. 
The sons of Zerubbabel: 
Meshullam and Hananiah. 
Shelomith was their sister. 
20There were also five others: 
Hashubah, Ohel, Berekiah, Hasadiah and 
Jushab-Hesed 
21The descendants of Hananiah: 
Pelatiah and Jeshaiah, and the sons of Re- 
phaiah, of Arnan, of Obadiah and of 
Shecaniah 


—_—————————————————— 
3:17 The Royal Line 


Chronicles was written to people who no longer 
had a king. However, as this section reminds us, 
they still knew the royal line. God’s promise to 
provide them with kingly leadership forever still 
held. They could expect a son of David to someday 
become king again. This is one reason why the 
New Testament takes the trouble to show that 
deat was descended from David. He was that 
ing. 

—<———————————e 


6 Two Hebrew manuscripts (see also 2 Samuel 5:15 and 1 Chron, 14:5); most Hebrew manuscnpts 
16 Hebrew Jeconuh, a variant of Jehoiachin; also in verse 17 
"4 Father may mean civic leader or military leader; also in verses 12, 14, 17, 18. and possibly elsewhere. — 
#12 Or of the city of Nahash 
‘14. Ge Harashim means valley of craftsmen 


variant of Jehoram 
Vulgate); Hebrew father 
'9 Jabez sounds like the Hebrew for pain 
does not have and Meonothai 
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»The descendants of Shecaniaht 
Shemalah and his sons: 
Hattush, Igal, Bariah, Neariah and Sha- 


phatesix in all, 


oThe sons of Neariahy , 
Elioenai, Hizkiah and Azrikame==three in 


all, 

a4Tne sons of Elioenal: 
Hodaviah, Eliashib, Pelaiahy Akkub, 
Johanan, Delaiah and Ananieseven in 


all 


Other Clans of Judah 
The descendants of Judah; 
Perez, Hezron, Carmi, Hur and Shobal. 
2Reaiah son of Shobal was the father of 
Jahath, and Jahath the father of Ahumai 
and Lahad, These were the clans of the 
Zorathites. 
SThese were the sons! of Etam: 
Jezrecl, Ishma and Idbash. Their sister 
was named Hazzelelponi. 4Penuel was 
the father of Gedor, and Ezer the father of 
Hushah. 

These were the descendants of Hur, the first- 
born of Ephrathah and father* of Beth- ~ 
lehem. 

SAshhur the father of Tekoa had two wives, 
Helah and Naarah. 

éNaarah bore him Ahuzzam, Hepher, Teme- 
ni and Haahashtari. These were the de- 
scendants of Naarah, . , 

7The sons of Helah: } 
Zereth, Zohar, Ethnan, and Koz, who 
was the father of Anub and Hazzobebah. 
and of the clans of Aharhel son of Harum. 


9Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. 
His mother had named him Jabez,f saying, “I 
gave birth to him in pain.” 19Jabez cried out to the 
God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me and 
enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, 
and keep me from harm so that I will be free from 
pain.” And God granted his request. 


11Kelub, Shuhah’s brother, was the father of 
Mehir, who was the father of Eshton. 
2Eshton was the father of Beth Rapha, 
Paseah and Tehinnah the father of Ir Na- 
hash. These were the men of Recah. 


13The sons of Kenaz: — 


Othniel and Seraiah. ie 
The sons of Othniel: re 

Hathath and Meonothai.! l4Meonothai 

was the father of Ophrah. i 


Seraiah was the father of Joab, t 
the father of Ge Harashim.! It was called 
this because its people were craftsmen. 

1SThe sons of Caleb son of Jephunneh; 
Iru, Elah and Naam. 
The son of Elah: 
Kenaz. 


43 Some Septuagint Se peers * 


413 Some Septuagint manuseripts and Vulgate; Hebrew 
2 
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1 CHRONICLES 4:16 
Helel: 
tang so pha, Tria and Asarel 


s of Ezrah: 
a "Meredy Epher and Jalon. One of 


sd’s. wives gave birth to Miriam, 
aa and Ishbah the father of Esh- 
temoa. !8(His Judean wife gave birth to 
Jered the tather of Gedor, Heber the fa- 
ther of Soco, and Jekuthiel the father of 
Zanoah.) These were the children of Phar- 
aoh’s daughter Bithiah, whom Mered had 
married. ‘ 
The sons of Hodiah's wife, the sister of 


Naham: a 
the father of Keilah the Garmite, and Esh- 


temoa the Maacathite. 
2The sons of Shimon: 2 
Amnon, Rinnah, Ben-Hanan and Tilon. 
The descendants of Ishi: 
Zoheth and Ben-Zoheth. 
21The sons of Shelah son of Judah: 
Er the father of Lecah, Laadah the father 
of Mareshah and the clans of the linen 
workers at Beth Ashbea, 22Jokim, the men 
of Cozeba, and Joash and Saraph, who 
ruled in Moab and Jashubi Lehem. (These 
records are from ancient times.) They 
were the potters who lived at Netaim and 
Gederah; they stayed there and worked 
for the king. 


Simeon 
24The descendants of Simeon: 
Nemuel, Jamin, Jarib, Zerah and Shaul; 
25Shallum was Shaul’s son, Mibsam his son 
and Mishma his son. 
26The descendants of Mishma; 
Hammuel his son, Zaccur his son and 
Shimei his son. 
27Shimei had sixteen sons and six daughters, but 
his brothers did not have many children; so their 
entire clan did not become as numerous as the 
people of Judah. 28They lived in Beersheba, Mola- 
dah, Hazar Shual, 2°Bilhah, Ezem, Tolad, *Be- 
thuel, Hormah, Ziklag, 3!Beth Marcaboth, Hazar 
Susim, Beth Biri and Shaaraim. These were their 
towns until the reign of David. 32Their surround- 
ing villages were Etam, Ain, Rimmon, Token and 
Ashan—five towns— 33and all the villages around 
these towns as far as Baalath.« These were their 
settlements. And they kept a genealogical record. 


4Meshobab, Jamlech, Joshah son of Ama- 
ziah, *Joel, Jehu son of Joshibiah, the son of 
Seraiah, the son of Asiel, %also Elioenai, 
Jaakobah, Jeshohaiah, Asaiah, Adiel, Jesimi- 
el, Benaiah, and Ziza son of Shiphi, the son 
of Allon, the son of Jedaiah, the son of Shimri 

the son of Shemaiah ‘ 


The men listed above by name were leaders of 
their clans. Their families increased greatly, %and 
they went to the outskirts of Gedor to the east of 
the valley in search of pasture for their flocks. 


“33 Some Septuagint manuscripts (see also Joshua 19:8); Hebrew Baal 


una 
Suné* oF persons to the Lox, often by totally destroying them. 


% 7 
wThey found rich, good fess end theland land was 
spacious, peseetil and quiet. ren 


ived there formerly. bie 
3 ‘The men whose names were listed came in the — 
days of Hezekiah king of Judah. They ‘ 
Hamites in their di 5 and also the 
who were there and ly destroyed! * 
as is evident to this day. they settled their 


place, because there wane pasture for their Ee é 
42And five hundred of these D ‘ 
Pelatiah, Neariah, Rephaiah and Uzziel, the sons 
of Ishi, invaded the hill country of Seir. “They 
killed the remaining Amalekites who had escaped, 


and they have lived there to this day. 


Reuben 
The sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel (he 
was the firstborn, but when he defiled his fa- 
ther’s marriage bed, his rights as firstborn were 
given to the sons of Joseph son of Israel; so he 
could not be listed in the genealogical record in 
accordance with his birthright, 2and though Judah 
was the strongest of his brothers and a ruler came 
from him, the rights of the firstborn belonged to 
Joseph)— the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Is- 
rael: : 
Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron and Carmi. 
4The descendants of Joel: ‘ 
Shemaiah his son, Gog his son, 
Shimei his son, 5Micah his son, 
Reaiah his son, Baal hisson, __ 
tand Beerah his son, whom Tiglath-Pile- 
sere king of Assyria took into exile. Bee- 
rah was a leader of the Reubenites. 
7Their relatives by clans, listed according to 
their genealogical records: . 
Jeiel the chief, Zechariah, 8and Bela son of 
Azaz, the son of Shema, the son of Joel. 
They settled in the area from Aroer to 
Nebo and Baal Meon. 9To the east they 
occupied the land up to the edge of the 
desert that extends to the Euphrates Riv- 
er, because their livestock had increased 
in Gilead. 
l0During Saul’s reign they waged war 
against the Hagrites, who were defeated at 
their hands; they occupied the dwellings of 
the Hagrites throughout the entire region 
east of Gilead. 


Gad ah ae 


The Gadites lived next to them ‘ 
far as Salecah: ee pgs 
Joel was the chief, Shapham the second, — 
then Janai and Shaphat, in Bashan, 
Their relatives, by families, were: 4 
Michael, Meshullam, Sheba, Jorai, Jacan, 
Zia and Eber—seven in all. On 
“These were the sons of Abihail son of 
Huri, the son of Jaroah, the son of Gilead, — 
the son of Michael, the son of Jeshishai, 
the son of Jahdo, the son of i 


‘41 The Hebrew term refers to the 
“6 Hebrew Tilgath-Pilneser, a variant of 


é 


de | 


on 
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ani son of Abdiel, the son of Guni, was 


head of their family 
tes lived in Gilead, in Bashan and 
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1 CHRONICLES 6:30 
Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar Ithamar. 
4Eleazar was the father of ¥ 
Phinehas the father of Abishua, = 
SAbishua the father of Bukkd, 


rhe 
in outlying villages, and on all the pas- 
vlands of Sharon as far as they ex- Bukki the father of Uzzi, A; Sew 
ey pe! “Uza the tater of Zeca, S| 
All these were entered in the genealogical Zeral the father of Meraioth, b 
cords during the reigns of Jotham king of Judah 7Meraioth the father of Amariah, 
And Joroboam king, of Israel ‘Amariah the father of Ahitub, 
al *Ahitub the father of Zadok, 
The Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe Zadok the father of Ahimaaz, 
| Manasseh had 44,760 men ready for military 9Ahimaaz the father of Azariah, 
men who could handle ‘Azariah the father of Johanan, 


ervice—-able-bodied 
Id and sword, who could use a bow, and who 


shite 
were trained for battle, 1?They waged war against 


tojohanan the father of Azariah (it was he 
who served as priest in the temple Solo- 


the Hagrites, Jetur, Naphish and Nodab wThey 

tie helped in fighting them, and God handed the eae PRE irae 

Hagrites and all their allies over to them, because A riah the father of Ahitub, 

they cried out to him during the battle. He an- 12Ahitub the father of Zadok 

swered their prayers, because they trusted in him Zadok the father of Shallum, 

iThey seized the livestock of the Hagrites—fifty 13Shallum the father of Hilkiak 

thousand camels, two hundred fifty thousand Hilkiah the father of Azariah, 

sheep and two thousand donkeys They also took 4A h the father of Seraiak 

r hundred thousand people captive, “and and Seraiah the father of Jet dak 2 


many others fell slain, because the battle was 


God's. And they occupied the land until the exile. sent Judah and Jerusalem into exile by the . 
The Half-Tribe of Manasseh hand of Nebuchadnezzar. 7 
25The people of the half-tribe of Manasseh were '6The sons of Levi: ‘ 3 
numerous; they settled in the land from Bashan to Gershon, Kohath and Merari. 
Baal Hermon, that is, to Senir (Mount Hermon). \7These are the names of the sons of Gershon: é 
24These were the heads of their families: Epher, Libni and Shimei- " ‘ 
Ishi, Eliel, Azriel, Jeremiah, Hodaviah and Jahdiel. “The sons of Kohath: the 
They were brave warriors, famous men, and heads Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel. 
of their families, But they were unfaithful to the 19The sons of Merari: - 
God of their fathers and prostituted themselves to Mahli and Mushi. ; x 
the gods of the peoples of the land, whom God These are the clans of the Levites listed ac- 
had destroyed before them. 26So the God of Israel cording to their fathers: . 
stirred up the spirit of Pul king of Assyria (that is, 200f Gershon: 
Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria), who took the Reu- Libni his son, Jehath his son, 
benites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh Zimmah his son, 2!Joah his son, 
into exile. He took them to Halah, Habor, Hara Iddo his son, Zerah his son 
and the river of Gozan, where they are to this day. and Jeatherai his son. 
L 2The descendants of Kohath: - 
evi Amminadab his son, Korah his son, ~ 
The sons of Levi; Assir his son, 2Elkanah hisson, 
Gershon, Kohath and Merari. Ebiasaph his son, Assir his son, _ . 
2The sons of Kohath: 24Tahath his son, Urielhisson, 
Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel. Uzziah his son and Shaul his son. 
3The children of Amram: 25The descendants of Elkanah: 
Aaron, Moses and Miriam. Amasai, Ahimoth, 
The sons of Aaron: 26Elkanah his son,* Zophai his son, 
Nahath his son, 27Eliab his son, = 
Jeroham his son, Elkanah hisson _ 
6:1 Key People and Samuel his son 
First Chronicles 1-9 form the Bible’s most complete othe “aah one ° 
genealogical record. They emphasize the two tribes Joel the firstborn 
most crucial to God’s plans: Judah, the tribe that and Abijah the second son. 
David and all the later kings of judah came from, >The descendants of Merari: 
and the Levites, who had responsibility to lead Mahli, Libni his son, * 
Israel in worship. Shimei his son, Uzzah his son, 
30Shimea his son, Haggiah his son 


“16 Hebrew Gershom, a variant of Gershon; also in verses 17, 20, 43, 62 and 71 


°26 Some Hebrew ian 


manuscripts, Septuagint 
<27 Some Septuagint manuscripts 
428 Some Septuagint manuscripts toecanenn = 
tot ge 


‘Synac, most Hebrew manuscripts Ahimoth **and Elkanah. The sons of Elkanah: 
119,20 and 1 Chron. 6:33,34); Hebrew does not have and Samuel his son 
1 Samuel 8:2 and 1 Chron. 6:33); Hebrew does not have joel. 
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jved Jokneam, Kartah* Rim- 
4 Tabor, together with their pas- 


they rece’ 


ibe of Reuben across the Jordan 


nev received Bezer in the desert, Jahzah, 
~Kedemoth and Mephaath, together 
with their pasturelands; 

trom the tribe of Gad 

they received Ramoth in Gilead, Maha- 
naim, *!Heshbon and jazer, together with 
their pasturelands 


Issachar 

"7 The sons of Issachar: 

/ Tola. Puah, Jashub and Shimron—four in 
a 


ns of Tola: 
Rephaiah, Jeriel, Jahmai, Ibsam and 
muel—heads of their families. During 
the reign of David, the descendants of 
Tola listed as fighting men in their geneal- 
ogy numbered 22,600 
The son of Uzzi 
rahiah 
ons of Izrahiah: 
Michael, Obadiah, Joel and Isshiah. All 
five of them were chiefs. ‘According to 
their family genealogy, they had 36,000 
men ready for battle, for they had many 
ves and children 
SThe relatives who were fighting men belong- 
ing to all the clans of Issachar, as listed in 
their genealogy, were 87,000 in all. 


Benjamin 


*Three sons of Benjamin: 
Bela, Beker and Jediael 

7The sons of Bela 
Ezbon, Uzzi, Uzziel, Jerimoth and Ini, 
heads of families—five in all. Their genea- 
logical record listed 22,034 fighting men. 

The sons.of Beker: 
Zemirah, Joash, Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, 
Jeremoth, Abijah, Anathoth — and 
Alemeth. All these were the sons of Be- 
ker. STheir genealogical record listed the 
heads of families and 20,200 fighting men. 

10The son of Jediael: 

Bilhan. 

The sons of Bilhan: 


” 355 1 CHRONICLES 7:31 


Jahziel, Guni, Jezer and Shillem> —the 
descendants of Bilhah. 


. 


Manasseh 


His sister's name was Maacah. 

Another descendant was named — 
Zelophehad, who had only daughters. 

\eMakir’s wife Maacah gave birth to a son. 
and named him Peresh. His brother was 
named Sheresh, and his sons were Ulam 
and Rakem. 

17The son of Ulam: 
Bedan. 

These were the sons of Gilead son of Makir, 
the son of Manasseh. !8His sister Ham- 
moleketh gave birth to Ishhod, Abiezer 
and Mahlah. 

1SThe sons of Shemida were: 
Ahian, Shechem, Likhi and Aniam. ° 

Ephraim 

2The descendants of Ephraim: 4 
Shuthelah, Bered his son, 
Tahath his son, Eleadah his son, 
Tahath his son, 2!Zabad his son 
and Shuthelah his son. 

Ezer and Elead were killed by the native- 
born men of Gath, when they went down to 
seize their livestock. 2Their father Ephraim 
mourned for them many days, and his 
relatives came to comfort him. Then he lay 
with his wife again, and she became 
pregnant and gave birth to a son. He named 
him Beriah,< because there had been 
misfortune in his family. 4His daughter was 
Sheerah, who built Lower and Upper Beth 
Horon as well as Uzzen Sheerah. 

2Rephah was his son, Resheph his son,4 
Telah his son, Tahan his son, 
26Ladan his son, Ammihud his son, 
Elishama his son, 27Nun his son 
and Joshua his son. 
28Their lands and settlements included Bethel 
and its surrounding villages, Naaran to the east, 
Gezer and its villages to the west, and Shechem 
and its villages all the way to Ayyah and its vil- 
lages. 27Along the borders of Manasseh Beth 


Jeush, Benjamin, Ehud, Kenaanah, Ze- Shan, Taanach, Megiddo and Dor, with 
than, Tarshish and Ahishahar. !All these their villages. The descendants of Joseph son of 
sons of Jediael were heads of families. Israel lived in these towns. > 
There were 17,200 fighting men ready to e 
go out to war. Asher 
"The Shuppites and Huppites were the de- XThe sons of Asher: 
scendants of Ir, and the Hushites the de- Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi and Beriah. Their 
scendants of Aher. sister was Serah. 
Naphtali 31The sons of Beriah: . 
Heber and Malkiel father 
i3The sons of Naphtali: Birzaith. ohne mn 
477 See Septuagint and Joshua 21:34; Hebrew does not have jolnesm, Kartah. 


also Gen. 45:24 and Num. 2649); most Hebrew manuscripts Shailam 


425 Some Septuagint manuscnpts, Hebrew does not have his som. 
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#19 That is, the temple; also in verses 21 and 23 
Ish-Bosheth 


Those from |udah, rom Bameamans ian 
P inavsen wine lived in Jerusal 


Ephraim ar 

or on ot Anmmnitiad, the son of Omi, the 
va) 907 a. the son of Band, a descendant 
) pores son of Judah 


cr the Shilonites: 
Asaiah the firstborn and his sons, 
Of the Zerahites: 
Jevel 
The people from Judah numbered (0. 
Of the Benjamites: 
Sallu son of Meshullam, the son of Hoda- 
viah, the son of Hassenuah, 
4Ibneiah son of Jeroham; Blah son of Uzz4, 
the son of Micri; and Meshullam son of 
Shephatiah, the son of Keuel, the son of 
Ibnijah 
“The people from Benjamin, as listed int 
their genealogy, numbered 956. All these 
men were heads of their families. 
Of the priests: 
Jedaiah; Jehoiarib; Jakin; 
llAzariah son of Hilkiah, the son of Me- 
shullam, the son of Zadok, the son of 
Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the official in 
harge of the house of God; 
2Adaiah son of Jeroham, the son of Pash- 
hur, the son of Malkijah; and Maasai son 
of Adiel, the son of Jahzerah, the son of 
Meshullam, the son of Meshillemith, the 
son of Immer 
13The priests, who were heads of families, 
numbered 1,760. They were able men, re- 
sponsible for ministering in the house of 
God 
3Of the Levites 
Shemaiah son of Hasshub, the son of Az- 
rikam, the son of Hashabiah, 2 Merarite; 
15Bakbakkar, Heresh, Galal and Mat- 
taniah son of Mica, the son of Zicn, the 
son of Asaph; Obadiah son of Shema- 
iah, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun; 
and Berekiah son of Asa, the son of Elka- 
nah, whd lived in the villages of the Ne- 
tophathites. 
17The gatekeepers: 
Shallum, Akkub, Talmon, Ahiman and 
their brothers, Shallum their chief ‘being 
stationed at the King’s Gate on the east, 
up to the present time. These were the 
gatekeepers belonging to the camp of the 
Levites. !9Shallum son of Kore, the son of 


9:2 After the Exile 
While most of 1 Chronicles deals with the time of 
David, this short section (9:2-34) jumps ahead 500 
years to the time when a small portion of Israel 
had returned from exile. (See the books of Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Haggai, and Zechariah for more 
information about these returned exiles.) 


440 ‘Also known as Mephibosheth 
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The Genealogy of Saul eT 
His wife’s name was Maacah. . 


was the father of Shimeam. 4 
near their relativesim Jerusalem 

Nex was the father of Kish, Kish the fatherof 
Saul, and Saul the father of jonathan 
Malic-Shua, Abunadab and J 

‘The son of Jonathan: . 
Merib-Baal,¢ who 1 
Micah. Put 

4!The sons of Micah: 


935 Father may mean co leer oF mia leer 


a 


a De aa 


1. CHRONICLES 2122 “— im, they wounded 
Pithon, Melech, Tahrea and Ahaz.# WHEN the archers overtook him, 
42Ahaz was the father of Jadah, Jadah! was him, bearer, “Draw your 
the father of Alemeth, Azmaveth and JSauL ald to hi arm eT these uncircum- 
Zimri, and Zimri was the father of Moza. sword @fd run me throug vie me.” 
43Moza was the father of Binea; Rephaiah cised fellows will come a” terrified and would 
Put his armor bear’ We ord and fell ont. 


was his son, Eleasah his son and Azel his 


NStdolitigg Saul took his OWT eee ae dead, 


son. - 
44Azel had six sons, and these were their Ha the armor-bearer 88 ya Gaal ane His 

‘ Bemeninis swore © died together. 

aethaed Bokeru, Ishmael, Sheariah, three sons died, and al! his hol ae peter 
Obadiah and Hanan. These were the sons ill the Israelites in eas cone nad died, 

eel army had fled and that Saul and his ons hac eit Ay 

ie they abandoned theit town anes . 
sora PI ie iy 

tt ean ‘Teo Poon The Philistines cae se 
fa 5 i es 

Now the Philistines fought against Israel; _strij the dead, they found Saul a eee ny 

1 the Israelites fled before them, and many Re EGilboa, “They strippe ‘hin 20 
2The Philistines ead Bid his’ armor, and nl ee 


fell slain on Mount Gilboa. ais Fe Rs i 
essed hard after Saul and his sons, ani ey TOURhOUt the land of th h 0 a 
killed his sons Jonathan, Abinadab and Malki- the news among their idols ang Uap aee 
Shua. 3The fighting grew fierce around Saul, and They put his armor in the temple 

#41 Vulgate and Syriac (see also Septuagint and 1 Chron, 8:35); Hebrew does nat have ynd Alu 142 Some Hebrew manuscripts 
and Septuagint (see also 1 Chron. 8:36); most Hebrew manuscripts Jarah, Jariht 


LP NSIGHT 


Hope in a Time of Sorrow 
A people starting over need to know God's promises 


“Who am |, O Loro God, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far?” 17:16 
F Chronicles was written for Israelites living centuries after David. In those years Israel had 

gone through tremendous sorrow. None of the kings who followed David had matched him, 
!srael had deteriorated until God let Babylon capture and destroy jerusalem, carrying its 


population into exile. ‘ 
After half a century as captives, a small proportion of the Israelites returned to their former 


home. They had lost, in those beaten-down years, their own sense of identity. They were no 
longer self-governing. They had no king to follow in David's footsteps. Their relatives were 
scattered altores the Middle East. Chronicles was written to help them get in touch with what 
Israel had once been and could become again. 

After devoting nine chapters to genealogies, 1 Chronicles tells the life of David. In keeping with 
its goal of encouragement, Chronicles leaves out stories of David's personal sin and failure. Nor 
does it tell of David's life before he became king. Instead it concentrates on the accomplishments 


David:left behind for future generations. 


David emphasized worship as the foundation of Israel. As soon aS he conquered Jerusalem, he 

brought the ark of the covenant there. He made preparations to build the temple and organized 
hed ae Corps of musicians to praise God. In 

response, God promised that a line of leaders would descend from him (17:10-14). 

David's days were the high point of Israelite history: prosperous, secure, and, above all, 
devoted to God. How could the returned exiles recapture that grandeur? What resources could 
they use to faa again? First Chronicles emphasizes a le; acy they still possessed. They had 
Jerusalem, an I Id one. They had the Priests and 
Levites, so essential to mepeunote ip. In short, they had the resources necessary to rise again, to 

jan 


Most important, they had God. They could find strength in worshiping him, as David al 
had. God had made them great before; he could make ee. great ca and provide Hip, 
leader in David's line. A sorrowful people could start over on the ok foundations—foundations 
that depended on an unchanging God and his unchanging choice of them. 


Life Questions: If you were to suffer Breat personal and material loss, as the Israelites did, what would 


you cling to? 


and hung up his head in the temple of Dagon. 
When all the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead 
i of everything the Philistines had done to 

uli their valiant men went and took the 

of Saul and his sons and brought them to 
Jabs rhen they buried their bones under the 
sbesh sin Jabesh, and they fasted seven days. 
great ed because he was unfaithful to the 
Lokp; he did not keep the word of the Lorp and 
even consulted a medium for guidance, Mand did 
not inquire of the Lorn. So the Lorp put him to 
death and turned the kingdom ever to David son 


of Jesse 
David Becomes King Over Israel 
All Israel came together to David at Hebron 
1 1 and said, “We are your own flesh and 
blood. 2In the past, even while Saul was king, you 
were the one who led Israel on their military cam- 
paigns: And the Lorp your God said to you, ‘You 
will shepherd my people Israel, and you will 
become their ruler,” 
‘When all the elders of Israel had come to King 
David at Hebron, he made a compact with them at 
Hebron before the Lorp, and they anointed David 
as the Lorp had promised 


king over Israel, 
through Samuel 
David Conquers Jerusalem 

4David and all the Israelites marched to Jerusa- 
lem (that is, Jebus). The Jebusites who lived there 
Said to David, “You will not get in here.” Never- 
theless, David captured the fortress of Zion, the 
City of David 
David had said, “Whoever leads the attack on 
the Jebusites will become commander-in-chief.” 
Joab son of Zeruiah went up first, and so he re- 
ceived the command. 
David then took up residence in the fortress, 
and so it was called the City of David, 8He built up 
the city around it, from the supporting terraces’ to 
the surrounding wall, while Joab restored the rest 
of the city. 9And David became more and more 
powerful, because the Lorp Almighty was with 
him 
David's Mighty Men 
10These were the chiefs of David's mighty men 
—they, together with all Israel, gave his kingship 
strong support to extend it over the whole land, as 
the Lorp had promised— lthis is the list of Da- 
vid’s mighty men: 
Jashobeam,! a Hacmonite, was chief of the offi- 
cerst; he raised his spear against three hundred 
men, whom he killed in one encounter. 
12Next to him was Eleazar son of Dodai the Aho- 
hite, one of the three mighty men. 13He was with 
David at Pas Dammim when the Philistines gath- 
ered there for battle. At a place where there was a 
field full of barley, the troops fled from the Philis- 
tines. 4But they took their stand in the middle of 
the field. They defended it and struck the Philis- 
tines down, and the Lorp brought about a great 
victory. 


#8 Or the Millo 11 Possibly a variant of Jashob-Baal 
423 Hebrew five cubits (about 2.3 meters) 
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15Three of the thirty chiefs came down to David 
to the rock at the cave of Adullam,, while a band of 
Philistines was encamped in the Valley of Reph- 
aim. lAt that time David was in the stronghold, 
and the Philistine garrison was at Bethlehem. 
\7David longed for water and said, “Oh, that 
someone would get me a drink of water from the 
well near the gate of Bethlehem!” 18So the Three 
broke through the Philistine lines, drew water 
from the well near the gate of Bethlehem and car- 
ried it back to David. But he refused to drink it; 
instead, he poured it out before the Lorp. 1°""God 
forbid that I should do this!” he said. “Should I 
drink the blood of these men who went at the risk 
of their lives?” Because they risked their lives to 
bring it back, David would not drink it. 

Such were the exploits of the three mighty men. 

20Abishai the brother of Joab was chief of the 
Three. He raised his spear against three hundred 
men, whom he killed, and so he became as famous 
as the Three. 2!He was doubly honored above the 
Three and became their commander, even though 
he was not included among them. 

2Benaiah son of Jehoiada was a valiant fighter 


struck down two of Moab’s bestmen. He also went 


and a half feet? tall. Although the Egyptian had 2 
spear like a weaver's rod in his hand, Benaiah 
went against him with a club. He snatched the 
spear from the Egyptian’s hand and killed him 
with his own spear. 24Such were the exploits of 
Benaiah son of Jehoiada; he too was as famous as 
the three mighty men. He was held in greater 
honor than any of the Thirty, but he was not in- 
cluded among the Three. And David put him in 
charge of his bodyguard. 
2The mighty men were: 
Asahel the brother of Joab, 
Elhanan son of Dodo from 
27Shammoth the Harorite, 
Helez the Pelonite, 
28[ra son of Ikkesh from Tekoa, 
Abiezer from Anathoth, 
29Sibbecai the Hushathite, 
Ilai the Ahohite, 
30Maharai the Netophathite, 
Heled son of Baanah the Netophathite, 
3i[thai son of Ribai from Gibeah in Benja- 
min, 
Benaiah the Pirathonite, « 
32Hurai from the ravines of Gaash, 
Abiel the Arbathite, 
33Azmayeth the Baharumite, 
Eliahba the Shaalbonite, 
Mthe sons of Hashem the Gizonite, - 
Jonathan son of Shagee the Hararite, 
35Ahiam son of Sacar the Hararite, 
Eliphal son of Ur, be 
3%Hepher the Mekerathite, { 
Ahijah the Pelonite, 
37Hezro the Carmelite, . 


Gi Or Thirty; some Septuagint manuscripts Three (see also 2 Samuel 


a 
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Naarai son of Ezbai 
SJoei the brother of Nathan, 
Mibhar son of Hagri, 
*Zelek the Ammonite 
Naharai the Berothite, the armor-bearer 
of Joab son of Zeruiah, 

#Ira the Ithrite, 

Gareb the Ithrite: 
41Uriah the Hittite, 
Zabad son of Ahlai, 

#Adina son of Shiza the Reubenite, who 
was chief of the Reubenites, and the thirty 
with him, 

Hanan son of Maacah 

Joshaphat the Mithnite 

Uzzia the Ashterathite, 

Shama and Jeiel the sons of Hotham the 
Aroenite, 

#Jediae! son of Shiniri, 
his brother Joha the Tizite, 

+Eliel the Mahavite, 

Jeribai and Joshaviah the sons of Elnaam, 
Ith the Moabite, 
4"Eliel, Obed and Jaasiel the Mezobaite. 


ery 


Warriors Join David 
These were the men who came to David at 
1 Ziklag, while he was banished from the 
presence of Saul son of Kish (they were among the 
warnors who helped him in battle; *they were 
i with bows and were able to shoot arrows or 
stones right-handed or left-handed; they 
nsmen of Saul from the tribe of Benjamin); 


Ahiezer their chief and Joash the sons of 
Shemaah the Gibeathite; Jeziel and Pelet the 
sons of Azmaveth; Beracah, Jehu the Ana- 

te, 4and Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, a 
mighty man among the Thirty, who was a 
I >r of the Thirty; Jeremiah, Jahaziel, Joha- 

Jozabad the Gederathite, 5Eluzai, Jeri- 
‘h, Bealiah, Shemariah and Shephatiah the 
Haruphite; Elkanah, Isshiah, Azarel, Joezer 
and Jashobeam the Korahites; 7and Joelahand 
Zebadiah the sons of Jeroham from Gedor. 


8Some Gadites defected to David at his strong- 
hold in the desert. They were brave warriors, 
ready for battle and able to handle the shield and 
spear. Their faces were the faces of lions, and they 
were as swift as gazelles in the mountains. 
%Ezer was the chief, 
Obadiah the second in command, Eliab the 
third, 
‘0Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the fifth, 
'Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh, 
12Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth, 
13Jeremiah the tenth and Macbannai the elev- 
enth 
These Gadites were army commanders; the 
least was a match for a hundred, and the greatest 
for a thousand. 15[t was they who crossed the Jor- 
dan in the first month when it was overflowing all 
its banks, and they put to flight everyone living in 
the valleys, to the east and to the west. 


#22 Ora great and mighty army 
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1Other Benjamites and some men fron | Be 
also came to David in his stronghold, fwent 


out to meet them and said to them, “If oom 


come to me in peace, to help me, Lam rea 
have you unite with me, But if yau have come to: 
betray me to my enemies when my hands are free 
from violence, may the God of our fathers see it 
and judge you.” 4 

isThen the Spirit came upon Amasai, chief of the 
Thirty, and he said: . 


“We are yours, O David! t 
We are with you, O son of Jesse! i ‘ 
Success, success to you, * “ 
and success to those who help you, 
for your God will help you,” 


So David received them and made them leaders 
of his raiding bands. 

\9Some of the men of Manasseh defected to Da- 
vid when he went with the Philistines to fight 
against Saul, (He and his men did not help the 
Philistines because, after consultation, their rulers 
sent him away, They said, “It will cost, us our 
heads if he deserts to his master Saul.”) ! 
David went to Ziklag, these were the men of Ma- 
nasseh who defected to him: Jozabad, 
Jediael, Michael, Jozabad, Elihu and Zillethai, 
leaders of units of a thousand in Manasseh. 2!They 
helped David against raiding bands, for all of them 
were brave warriors, and they were commanders: 
in his army, 2Day after day men came to help 
David, until he had a great army, like the army of 
God.« 


Others Join David at Hebron 


23These are the numbers of the men armed for 
battle who came to David at Hebron to turn Saul’s 
kingdom over to him, as the Lorp had said: 

*4men of Judah, carrying shield and spear— 
6,800 armed for battle; 

omen a Simeon, warriors ready for battle— 

26men of Levi—4,600, 27including Jehoiada, 
leader of the family of Aaron, with 3,700 
men, and Zadok, a brave young war- 
rior, with 22 officers from his family; 

men of Benjamin, Saul’s kinsmen—3,000, 
most of whom had remained loyal to 
Saul’s house until then; a 

men of Ephraim, brave warriors, famous in 
their own clans—20,800; i 

3tmen of half the tribe of Manasseh, desig- 
nated by name to come and make David n 
king—18,000; i 

men of Issachar, who understood the times, 
and knew what Israel should do—200 _ 
chiefs, with all their relatives under their — 
command; Ber 

men of Zebulun, experienced soldiers : nik 
pared for battle with every type of weap-. 4 
= David with undivided loyalty — 

men of Naphtali—1,000 Officers, 


iy 
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5 37.000 men carrying shields and 
+ Dan, ready for battle—28,600; 
experienced soldiers pre- 

or battle —40,000; 

. east of the Jordan, men of Reuben, 
Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh, 
armed with every type of weapon—120,- 
ux 

Aj] these were fighting men who volunteered 

.e ranks. They came to Hebron fully 

make David king over all Israel. All 

sraelites were also of one mind to 

The men spent three days 
eating and drinking, for their 
plied provisions for them. #Also, 
from as far away as Issachar, Zebu- 
tah came bringing food on’ donkeys, 

s and oxen. There were plentiful sup- 

fig cakes, raisin cakes, wine, oil, 

heep, for there was joy in Israel 


Bringing Back the Ark 
tred with each of his officers, 
ers of thousands and com- 
eds. 2He then said to the whole 
el, “If it seems good to you and if it 
Lorp our God, let us send word 
he rest of our brothers throughout 
Israel, and also to the priests and 
are with them in their towns and 
to come and join us. 3Let us bring 
our God back to us, for we did not 
* during the reign of Saul.” 4The 
reed to do this, because it 
| the people 
sembied all the Israelites, from the 
Egypt to Lebo‘ Hamath, to bring 
| Kiriath Jearim. *David and all 
him went to Baalah of Judah 
bring up from there the ark of 
he Loxp, who is enthroned between the 
—the ark that is called by the Name. 
moved the ark of God from Abinadab’s 
+, with Uzzah and Ahio guiding 
the Israelites were celebrating 
ght before God, with songs and 
yres, tambourines, cymbals and trum- 


hen they came to the threshing floor of Ki- 
Uzzah reached out his hand to steady the ark, 
oxen stumbled. !°The Lorp’s anger 
ed against Uzzah, and he struck him down 
se he had put his hand on the ark. So he died 
before God. 

lThen David was angry because the Lorp’s 
had broken out against Uzzah, and to this 
hat place is called Perez Uzzah.¢ 

David was afraid of God that day and asked, 
t can I ever bring the ark of God to me?” 5He 
did not take the ark to be with him in the City of 
David. Instead, he took it aside to the house of 
Obed-Edom the Gittite. 4 The ark of God remained 
with the family of Obed-Edom in his house for 
#3 Or we mepiected *3 Or kim £5 Or to the entrance to 
Eliade 1] Baal Perazom means the lord who breaks out 
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three months, and the Lorp blessed his household 
and everything he had. . 
David’s House and Family 
1 Now Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to 
David, along with cedar logs, stonemasons 
andicarpenters to build a palace for him: “And 
David knew that the Lorw had established him 
king over Israel and that his kingdom had been 
highly exalted for the sake of his Israel. 
3In Jerusalem David took more wives 
became the father of more sons and daughters. 
‘These are the names of the children born to him 
there: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 5Ib- 
har, Elishua, Elpelet, “Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia, 
7Elishama, Beeliada¢ and Eliphelet. x 
David Defeats the Philistines v 
#When the Philistines heard that David had 
been anointed king over all Israel, they went up in 
full force to search for him, but David-heard about 
it and went out to meet them. 9Now the Philistines 
had come and raided the Valley of Rephaim;}°so 
David inquired of God: ‘Shall I go and attack the 
Philistines? Will you hand them over to me?” 
The Lorp answered him, ‘Go, | will hand them 
over to you.” t 
So David and his men went up to Baal Pera- 
zim, and there he defeated them. He said, “As 
waters break out, God has broken out against my 
enemies by my hand.” So that place was called 
Baal Perazim/ '2The Philistines had abandoned 
their gods there, and David gave orders to burn 
them in the fire. 
13Once more the Philistines raided the valley; 
l4so David inquired of God again, and God an- 
swered him, “Do not go straight up, but circle 
around them and attack them in front of the bal- 
sam trees. ISAs soon as you hear the sound of 
marching in the tops of the balsam trees, move out 
to battle, because that will mean God has gone out 
in front of you to strike the Philistine army.” 16So 
David did as God commanded him, and they 
——————— 
13:9 Why Did Uzzah Die? 
People who read of Uzzah’s death in 2 Samuel 
6:6,7 have often puzzled over why he died for — 
trying to keep God’s ark from tipping over.In- 
1 Chronicles the reason is clearer. David explained 


(1 Samuel 6:7). When the oxen stumbled and 
Uzzah in to catch the ark, that was the 

final straw. Uzzah’s death resulted from prolonged 
(though possibly well-intentioned) disobedience to’ 
God’s direction. God had told them how to honor 
the ark, a sign of his presence. Their sloppiness 
revealed a lack of concern for God's honor. 
LEER 


411 Perez Uzzah means outbreak against Uzzah. "7 A variant of 
=f 


re 
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struck down the Philistine army, all the way from 


ibeon to Gezer. 
es David’s fame spread throughout every 


land, and the Lorp made all the nations fear him 


The Ark Brought to Jerusalem 
After David had constructed buildings for 
1 5 himself in the City of David, he prepared a 
place for the ark of God and pitched a tent for it. 
2Then David said, “No one but the Levites may 
carry the ark of God, because the LORD chose them 
to carry the ark of the Lorp and to minister before 
him forever.” : 
3David assembled all Israel in Jerusalem to bring 
up the ark of the Loxp to the place he had prepared 
for it. 4He called together the descendants of 
Aaron and the Levites: 
5From the descendants of Kohath, 
Uriel the leader and 120 relatives; 
6from the descendants of Merari, 
Asaiah the leader and 220 relatives; 
7from the descendants of Gershon," 
Joel the leader and 130 relatives; 
8from the descendants of Elizaphan, 
Shemaiah the leader and 200 relatives; 
9from the descendants of Hebron, 
Eliel the leader and 80 relatives; 
10from the descendants of Uzziel, 
Amminadab the leader and 112 relatives. 
Then David summoned Zadok and Abiathar 
the priests, and Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eli- 
el and Amminadab the Levites. !2He said to them, 
“You are the heads of the Levitical families; you 
and your fellow Levites are to consecrate your- 
selves and bring up the ark of the Lorp, the God of 
Israel, to the place I have prepared for it. 14lt was 
because you, the Levites, did not bring it up the 
first time that the Lorp our God broke out in anger 
against us. We did not inquire of him about how to 
do it in the prescribed way.’ 14So the priests and 
Levites consecrated themselves in order to bring 
up the ark of the LorD, the God of Israel. 5And the 
Levites carried the ark of God with the poles on 
their shoulders, as Moses had commanded in 
accordance with the word of the Lorp. 
léDavid told the leaders of the Levites to appoint 
their brothers as singers to sing joyful songs, ac- 
companied by musical instruments: lyres, harps 
and cymbals 
17So the Levites appointed Heman son of Joel; 
from his brothers, Asaph son of Berekiah; and 
from their brothers the Merarites, Ethan son of 
Kushaiah; !8and with them their brothers next in 
rank: Zechariah,’ Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, 
Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah, Eliph- 
elehu, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom and Jeiel,¢ the gate- 
keepers. 
19The musicians Heman, Asaph and Ethan were 
to sound the bronze cymbals; Zechariah, Aziel, 
Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah and 
Benaiah were to play the lyres according to 
anal 2land Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah, 
Obed-Edom, Jeiel and Azaziah were to play the 


“7 Hebrew Gershom, a vanant of Gershon 


Azaziah 420,21 Probably a musical term 


Ge '18 Three Hebrew manuserij most 
1 Chron, 16:5); most Hebrew manuscripts Zechariah son and or Zechariah Ben peri 


‘1 Traditionally peace offerings; also in verse 2 


harps, cco ee singing: 
niah the head Levite “°° in was skillful 
that was his responsiilit¥ 
at it. loorkeepers 
DBerekiah and Elkanah aa thanel, 
for the ark, 4Shebaniah, JOST 
Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah a the ark 
were to blow trumpets fore 
Obed-Edom and Jehiah wer’ 
ers for the ark. 
25So David and the elders © 


the ark of the covenant of the LORD 
of Obed-Edom, with rejoicing. 2»Because God 
helped the Levites who were carryin® the ark of 
the covenant of the seven bulls and seven 
rams were sacrificed. 27Now David was clothed in 
a robe of fine linen, as were all the Levites who 
were carrying the ark, and as were the singers, 
Kenaniah, who was in charge of the singing of 
choirs. David also wore a linen ephod. 28So all 
Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the 
Lorp with shouts, with the sounding of rams’ 
horns and trumpets, and of cymbals, and the play- 
ing of lyres and harps. 

29As the ark of the covenant of the Lorp was 
entering the City of David, Michal daughter of 
Saul watched from a window. And when she saw 
King David dancing and celebrating, she despised 
him in her heart. 
1 6 They brought the ark of God and set it inside 

the tent that David had pitched for it, and 

they presented burnt offerings and fellowship of- 
ferings before God. 2After David had finished 
sacrificing the burnt offerings and fellowship offer- 
ings, he blessed the people in the name of the 
Lorp. 3Then he gave a loaf of bread, a cake of dates 
and a cake of raisins to each Israelite man and 
woman, 

4He appointed some of the Levites to minister 
before the ark of the Lorp, to make petition, to 
give thanks, and to praise the Lorp, the God of 
Israel: SAsaph was the chief, Zechariah second, 
then Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, 
Benaiah, Obed-Edom and Jeiel. They were to play 
the lyres and harps, Asaph was to sound the cym- 
bals, and Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests were to 
blow the trumpets regularly before the ark of the 
covenant of God, 


David's Psalm of Thanks 


That day David first committed to Asaph and 
his associates this psalm of thanks to the Lorp: 


8Give thanks to the Lorp, call on his mame; 
make known among the nations what he has 
done. 
9Sing to him, sing praise to him; : 
tell of all his wonderful acts. 
mee in his holy name; 
let the hearts of those who seek the Lorp 
rejoice. - 
‘Look to the Lorp and his strength; 


Septuagint manuseripts 
18 Hebrew; Septuagint (vec iso vessel) eka 


‘ Lee Ls 


ok Bhi CR ALR 
foun te Das SOE: 


oo pnienennts he 


scared Nes SEEWANE 
Jie Chasen OOS: 


vay our Gort 

oats ace ty all the earth 
his covenant forever 
commmandtest, fora thousand 
AKON'S 

eo madte with Abraham, 
eo swore to [saac 

<Lit to aco as a dectee, 

ot as ar EVeHAsting covenant 

L will give the land of Canaan 
re POLAR Vor W il inherit 


When they Were but few i AUIEE, 
ew indeed, and strangers in it 
hove wandered fram nation to navon, 
rom one kingdom to another 
He allowed no man to OPPress them) 
tor their sake he rebuked kings 
De not touch my anointed ones, 
do my prophets no harm. 


Sing to the Lor, all the earth; 
proclaim his salvation day after day 
NDeclare his glory among the nations, 
his marvelous deeds among all peoples, 
>For great is the LORD and most worthy of 
praise 
he is to be feared above all gods. 
For all the gods of the nations are idols, 
but the Lorp made the heavens. 
2Splendor and majesty are before him; 
strength and joy in his dwelling place 
2sAseribe to the Lorp, O families of nations, 
ascribe to the Lorp glory and strength, 


~ ascribe to the Lorp the glory due his name. 


Bring an offering and come before him; 
worship the Lorp in the splendor of his 
holiness. 
“Tremble before him, all the earth! 


The world is firmly established; it cannot be 


moved 
3Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 


let them say among the nations, “The Lorp 


reign: 
32Let the sea resound, and all that is in it; 
let the fields be jubilant, and everything in 
them! 
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from everlasting to ewerlastingy L 


Bhi all the people sate amen” and Praige the 
any.” . 

epxivie lett Asaph anal his associates before the 
ark oF the covenant of the LORD Lo minister there 
regularly, scconsihe le each day's requirernens. 


cates to minister With then, Obed-Edom son of 
Joduthun, and also Flosah, were gatukeepers, 

wDavid left Zadok the priest and hia fellow 
sriests before the tabernacle of the LORD at the 
Kish place in Gibeon #to present burnt offerings to 
the Lorn on the altar of burnt offering regularly, 
morning and evening, in accordance with every> 
thing written in the Law of the Lop, which he had 
given Israel, 41With them were Heman and Jedus 
thun and the rest of those chosen and designated 
by name to give thanks to the Lor, “for his love 
endures forever.” &Heman. and Jeduthun were 
responsible for the sounding of the trumpets and 
cymbals and for the playing of the other inatrus 
ments for sacred song, The sons: of Jeduthun were 
stationed at the gate, 

“Then all the people left, each for his own 
home, and David returned home to bless his 
family. 


God's Promise to David 


17 ‘After David was settled in his , he 
said to Nathan the reper “Here | am, 
living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of the 
covenant of the Loxo is under a tent.” 
2Nathan replied to David, “Whatever you have 
in mind, do it, for God is with you.” 
3That night the word of God came to Nathan, 
saying. : 
4’Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is 
what the Lorp says: You are not the one to 
build me a house to dwell in. SI have not dwelt 
ina house from the day | brought Israel up out 
of Egypt to this day. I have moved from one 
tent site to another, from one dwelling place 
to another. Wherever I have moved with all 
the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their 
leadersé whom I commanded to shepherd my 
people, “Why have you not built me a house 
of cedar?” ’ 
7Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is 
what the Lorp Almighty says: I took you from. 


——$—_—$_ 


16:39 Two Tabernacles 

For a number of years, Israel had two r 

David had constructed a new tent for the ark 

the covenant when it came to Jerusalem. Yet 

old tent, dating from Moses’ time, still stood at 
Gibeon, five miles away. Sacrifices were offered at 


Then the trees of the forest will sing, 
they will sing for joy before the Lorp, 
for he comes to judge the earth. 


4Give thanks to the Lorp, for he is good; 
his love endures forever. 

35Cry out, “Save us, O God our Savior; 
gather us and deliver us from the nations, 


both locations. When 
that we may give thanks to your holy name, David's son Solomon, rtp ea — 
that we may glory in your praise.” Jerusalem. 


36Praise be to the Lorp, the God of Israel, 


215 Some Septuagint manuscripts (see also Psalm 105:8); Hebrew Remember 18-20 One Hebrew manuscript, Septuagint and 

Vulgate (see also Psalm 105:12); most Hebrew manuscripts inherit, / though you are but few in number,  ekaal ae ieee init,” | 

Tey (29 Or Lox with the splendor of 46 Traditionally judges; also in verse 10 é bh 
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from following the fo ane 
v » people Israel. 81 have been wi! 
nO a nate gone, and I have cut 
off all your enemies from before you. Now: 
will make your name like the names 0! the 
greatest men of the earth. 9And I will provide 
a place for my people Israel and will plant 
them so that they can have a home of their 
own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked 
people will not oppress them anymore, as 
they did at the beginning !and have done 
ever since the time I appointed leaders over 
my people Israel. I will also subdue all your 
emies. t 
a “| declare to you that the Lorp will builda 
house for you: !!When your days are over and 
you go to be with your fathers, I will raise up 
your offspring to succeed you, one of your 
own sons, and I will establish his kingdom. 
12He is the one who will build a house for me, 
and I will establish his throne forever. 131 will 
be his father, and he will be my son. I will 
never take my love away from him, as I took it 
away from your predecessor. 141 will set him 
over my house and my kingdom forever; his 
throne will be established forever.’ 


the pasture and 


15Nathan reported to David all the words of this 
entire revelation 


David's Prayer 
l6Then King David went in and sat before the 
Lorp, and he said: 


‘Who am I, O Lorp God, and what is my 
family, that you have brought me this far? 
!7And as if this were not enough in your sight, 
O God, you have spoken about the future of 
the house of your servant. You have looked 
on me as though | were the most exalted of 
men, O Lorp God. 

18”What more can David say to you for hon- 
oring your servant? For you know your ser- 
vant, 19O Lorp. For the sake of your servant 
and according to your will, you have done this 
great thing and made known all these great 
promises. 
20’There is no one like you, O Lorp, and 
there is no God but you, as we have heard 
with our own ears. 21And who is like your 
people Israel—the one nation on earth whose 
God went out to redeem a people for himself, 
and to make a name for yourself, and to per- 
form great and awesome wonders by driving 
out nations from before your people, whom 
you redeemed from Egypt? 2You made your 
people Israel your very own forever, and you, 
O Lorp, have become their God. 
2And now, Lorp, let the Promise you 
have made concerning your servant and his 
house be established forever. Do as you prom- 
ised, 24so that it will be established and that 
your name will be great forever. Then men 
will say, ‘The Lorp Almighty, the God over 
Israel, is Israel's God!’ And the house of your 


“8 Hebrew Tibhath, a variant of Tebah 
manuscripts Abimelech 
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rvant David will be established pelea 

ee" You, my God, have revealed to you ah % a 

vant that you will build a house for him. 

your servant has found courage to pray $5) 

you. 26O LorD, you are God! You have prom- 

ised these good things to your servant. 27Now 

you have been pleased to bless the house 

your servant, that it may continue forever 

your sight; for you, O Lorp, have blessed it, 

and it will be blessed forever.” 
David’s Victories F fh 

In the course of time, David defeated 

18 Philistines and subdued them, and he took 
Gath and its surrounding villages from the control 


of the Philistines, i 
2David also defeated the Moabites, and they 


became subject to him and brought tribute. : 

the David fought Hadadezer king of 
Zobah, as far as Hamath, when he went to estab- 
lish his control along the Euphrates River. David 
captured a thousand of his chariots, seven thou- 
sand charioteers and twenty thousand foot sol- 
diers. He hamstrung all but a hundred of the char- 
iot horses. 

5When the Arameans of Damascus came to help 
Hadadezer king of Zobah, David struck down 
twenty-two thousand of them, 6He put garrisons 
in the Aramean kingdom of Damascus, and the 
Arameans became subject to him and brought trib- 
ute. The Lorp gave David victory everywhere he 
went. 

7David took the gold shields carried by the offi- 
cers of Hadadezer and brought them to Jerusalem. 
8From Tebah¢ and Cun, towns that belonged to 
Hadadezer, David took a great quantity of bronze, 
which Solomon used to make the bronze Sea, the 
pillars and various bronze articles, 

°When Tou king of Hamath heard that David 
had defeated the entire army of Hadadezer king of 
Zobah, he sent his son Hadoram to King David 
to greet him and congratulate him on his victory in 
battle over Hadadezer, who had been at war with 
Tou. Hadoram brought all kinds of articles of gold 
and silver and bronze. 

"King David dedicated these articles to the 
Loxp, as he had done with the silver and gold he 
had taken from all these nations; Edom and Moab, 
the Ammonites and the Philistines, and Amalek. 

'2Abishai son of Zeruiah struck down eighteen 
thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt. 13He put 
bie mw Edom, and all the Edomites became 
subject to David. The Lorp gave Davi victory 
everywhere he went. bia vid 


David's Officials 


l4David reigned over all Israel, doi 

just and right for all his people. tae rer Jee 
iah was over the army; Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud 
was recorder; !6Zadok son of Ahitub and Ahime- 
lech? son of Abiathar were priests; Shavsha was 
secretary; !7Benaiah son of Jehoiada was over the 
Kerethites and Pelethites; and David's sons were- 
chief officials at the king’s side, 


*16 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Vulgate and Syriac (see also 2 Samuel 8:17); most Hebrew * 
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Phe Battle Against the Ammonites 


In the course of time, Nahash king of the 
19 {mmonites died, and his son succeeded 
#7) king. 2David thought, “T will show kind 
jess to Hanun son of Nahash, because his father 
Wer ed kindness to me.” So David sent a delega- 
yon to express his sympathy to Hanun concerning 


his father 


When David’s men came to Hanun in the land 
of the Ammonites to express sympathy to him, 
ithe Ammonite nobles said to Hanun, “Do you 
think David is honoring Your father by sending 


men to you to express sympathy? Haven't his men 
come to you to explore and spy out the country 
and overthrow it?” 4So Hanun seized David's 
men, shaved them, cut off their garments in the 
middle at the buttocks, and sent them away. 
When someone came and told David about the 
men, he sent messengers to meet them, for they 
were greatly humiliated. The king said, “Stay at 
Jericho till your beards have grown, and then come 
back.” 
6When the Ammonites realized that they had 
become a stench in David's nostrils, Hanun and 
the Ammonites sent a thousand talents’ of silver 
to hire chariots and charioteers from-Aram Naha- 
raim, Aram Maacah and Zobah. 7They hired 
thirty-two thousand chariots and charioteers, as 
well as the king of Maacah with his troops, who 
came and camped near Medeba, while the Am- 
monites were mustered from their towns and 
moved out for battle. 
8On hearing this, David sent Joab out with the 
entire army of fighting men. 9The Ammonites 
came out and drew up in battle formation at the 
entrance to-their city, while the kings who had 
come were by themselves in the open country. 
10Joab saw that there were battle lines in front of 
him and behind him; so he selected some of the 
best troops in Israel and deployed them against the 
Arameans. !!He put the rest of the men under the 
command of Abishai his brother, and they were 
deployed against the Ammonites. !2Joab said, “If 
the Arameans are too strong for me, then you are 
to rescue me; but if the Ammonites are too strong 
for you, then I will rescue you. 13Be strong and let 
us fight bravely for our people and the cities of our 
God. The Lorp will do what is good in his sight.”” 
M4Then Joab and the troops with him advanced 
to fight the Arameans, and they fled before him. 
15When the Ammonites saw that the Arameans 
were fleeing, they too fled before his brother 
Abishai and went inside the city. So Joab went 
back to Jerusalem. 
16After the Arameans saw that they had been 
routed by Israel, they sent messengers and had 
Arameans brought from beyond the River,© with 
Shophach the commander of Hadadezer’s army 
leading them. 
17When David was told of this, he gathered all 
Israel and crossed the Jordan; he advanced against 
them and formed his battle lines opposite them. 
David formed his lines to meet the Arameans in 


46 That is, about 37 tons (about 34 metric tons) 
Milcom, that is, Molech 


+6 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia 
€2 That is, about 75 pounds (about #4 kilograms) 
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battle, and they fought against him, But they fled 
before Israel, and David killed seven thousand of 
their charioteers and forty thousand of their foot 
soldiers, He also killed Shophach the 
of their army, ; 

l9When the vassals of Hadadézer saw that weed 
had been defeated by Israel, they made peace 
David and became subject to him, 

So the Arameans were not willing to help the 
Ammonites anymore, 
The Capture of Rabbah 
2 In the spring, at the time when kings go off 

to war, Joab led out the armed forces. He 
iaid waste the land of the Ammonites and went to 
Rabbah and besieged it, but David remained in 
Jerusalem, Joab attacked Rabbah and left it in 
ruins. 2David took the crown from the head of 
their king4—its weight was found to be a talent* 
of gold, and it was set with precious: stones—and it 
was placed on David's head. He took a great quan- 
tity of plunder from the city 3and brought out the 
people who were there, consigning them to labor 
with saws and with iron picks and axes, David did 
this to all the Ammonite towns, Then David and 
his entire army returned to Jerusalem. 


War With the Philistines 

4In the course of time, war broke out with the 
Philistines, at Gezer. At that time Sibbecai the Hu- 
shathité killed Sippai, one of the descendants of 
the Rephaites, and the Philistines were subjugat- 
ed, 

5[n another battle with the Philistines, Elhanan 
son of Jair killed Lahmi the brother of Goliath the 
Gittite, who had a spear with a shaft like a weav- 
er's rod. d 

6{n still another battle, which took place at Gath, 
there was a huge man with six fingers on 
hand and six toes on each foot—twenty-four inall. 
He also was descended from Rapha. 7When he 
taunted Israel, Jonathan son of Shimea, David's 
brother, killed him. 

8These were descendants of Rapha in Gath, and 
they fell at the hands of David and his men. 


David Numbers the Fighting Men 


92 Satan rose up against Israel and incited Da- 

vid to take a census of Israel. 250 David said 
to Joab and the commanders of the troops, “Go 
and count the Israelites from Beersheba to Dan. 
Then report back to me so that | may know how 
many there are.” 4 

3But Joab replied, ““May the Lorp multiply his 
troops a hundred times over. My lord the king, are 
they not all my lord’s subjects? Why does my lord 
want to do this? Why should he bring guilt on 
Israel?” t 

4The king’s word, however, overruled Joab; so 
Joab left and went throughout Israel and then 
came back to Jerusalem. 5Joab reported the num- 
ber of the fighting men to David: In all Israel there 
were one million one hundred thousand men who 


16 That is, the Euphrates 42 Orof 


’ 
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could handle a sword, including four hundred and 


seventy thousand in Judah. é 
did not include Levi and Benjamin in 


the numbering, because the king's command was 

repulsive to him >This command was also evil in 

the sight of God; so he punished Israel 
®Then David said to God, “I have sinned greatly 
by doing this. Now, I beg you, take away the guilt 

o: yonr servant. | have done a very’ foolish thing. 

athe LorD said to Gad, David's seer, 10"Go and 
tell David, ‘This is what the LorD says: Jam giving 
you three options Choose one of them for me to 

carry out against you.” 7 

11S Gad went to David and said to him, “This is 
what the Lorp says: “Take your choice: three 
years of famine, three months of being swept 
awav! before your enemies, with their swords 
overtaking you, or three days of the sword of the 

Lorp—days of plague in the land, with the angel 

of the Lorp ravaging every part of Israel.’ Now 
then, decide how I should answer the one who 
sent me.’ 

1sDavid said to Gad, “I am in deep distress. Let 
me fall into the hands of the Lorp, for his mercy is 
very great; but do not let me fall into the hands of 
men.” 

14So the Lorp sent a plague on Israel, and seven- 

ty thousand men of Israel fell dead. And God 
sent an angel to destroy Jerusalem. But as the an- 
gel was doing so, the Lorp saw it and was grieved 
because of the calamity and said to the angel who 
was destroying the people, “Enough! Withdraw 
your hand.” The angel of the Lorp was then 
standing at the threshing floor of Araunah’ the 
Jebusite 

leDavid looked up and saw the angel of the 
Lorp standing between heaven and earth, with a 
drawn sword in his hand extended over Jerusa- 
lem. Then David and the elders, clothed in sack- 
cloth, fell facedown. : 

\7David said to God, “Was it not I who ordered 
the fighting men to be counted? I am the one who 
has sinned and done wrong. These are but sheep. 
What have they done? O Lorp my God, let your 
hand fall upon me and my family, but do not let 
this plague remain on your people.” 

“Then the angel of the Lorp ordered Gad to tell 
David to go up and build an altar to the Lorp on 
the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 19So 
David went up in obedience to the word that Gad 
had spoken in the name of the Lorp. 

2While Araunah was threshing wheat, he 
turned and saw the angel; his four sons who were 
with him hid themselves. 21Then David ap- 
proached, and when Araunah looked and saw 
him, he left the threshing floor and bowed down 
before David with his face to the ground. 

2David said to him, “Let me have the site of 
your threshing floor so I can build an altar to the 
Lorp, that the plague on the people may be 
stopped. Sell it to me at the full price.” 

®BAraunah said to David, ‘Take it! Let my lord 
the king do whatever pleases him. Look, I will give 


“12 Hebrew, Septuagint and Vulgate (see also 2 Samuel 24/13) of fleeing 
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be 


the oxen for the burnt 


offering. | will give all this.” 


uBut King David replied to Araunah, Ps 
insist on paying the full price. will not take: 


Lop what is yours, OF Sacrifice a burnt 
that costs me nothing.” ¥ 

250 David paid Araunah six hundred shekel# 
of gold for the site. David built Itar to the 
Lorp there and sacrificed burnt and fel 
lowship offerings.¢ He called on the Loxv, 
the Lorp answered him with fire from heaven of 
the altar of burnt offering. “ 

27Then the Lorp spoke to the angel, and he put 
his sword back into its sheath. AL time, 
when David saw that the Loxp had him 
on the threshing floor of Araunah the ne 
offered sacrifices there. 7The tabernacle 
Lorp, which Moses had made in the desert, and 
the altar of burnt offering were at that time on the 
high place at Gibeon. 3But David could not go 
before it to inquire of God, because he was 
of the sword of the angel of the Lorp. 
2 ‘Then David said, “The house of the Lorp 

God is to be here, and also the altar of burnt 

offering for Israel.” 


Preparations for the Temple 

2So0 David gave orders to assemble the aliens 
living in Israel, and from among them he ap- 
pointed stonecutters to prepare dressed stone for 
building the house of God. 3He provided a large 
amount of iron to make nails for the doors of the 
gateways and for the fittings, and more bronze 
than could be weighed. 4He also provided more 
cedar logs than could be counted, for the Sidoni- 
ans and Tyrians had brought large numbers of 
them to David. 

5David said, “My son Solomon is young and 
inexperienced, and the house to be built for the 
Lorp should be of great i and fame 
and splendor in the sight of all the nations. There- 
fore | will make preparations for it.” So David 
made extensive preparations before his death. 

Then he called for his son Solomon and 
charged him to build a house for the Lorp, the 
God of Israel. 7David said to Solomon: “My son, I 
had it in my heart to build a house for the Name of 
the Lorp my God. 8But this word of the Lorp came 
to me: ‘You have shed much blood and have 
fought many wars. You are not to build a house for 
my Name, because you have shed much blood on 


22:8 A Man of Blood 
David explained to Solomon that the Lord had not 


fall short 
necessary, prcrecarredn nen 
temple built by a man of peace. 1 bef 


°15 Hebrew Oman, a variant of Araumaly also in werses. 
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t you will have a son who 
will be a man of peace and rest, and I will give him 
rest from all his enemies on every side. His name 
and I will grant Israel peace and 


the earth in my sight. °Bu 


will be Solomon,“ 
quiet during his reign. !He is the one who will 
for my Name. He will be my son, 


build a house 


ety will be his father. And I will establish the 

throne of his kingdom over Israel forever.” 
1l”’Now, my son, the Lorp be with you, and 

may you have success and build the house of the 
Lorp your God, as he said you would. !2May the 
Lorp give you disc-etion and understanding when 
he puts you in command over Israel, so that you 
may keep the law of the Lorp your God. !3Then 
you will have success if you are careful to observe 
the decrees and laws that the Lorp gave Moses for 
Israel. Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid 
or discouraged. 

14T have taken great pains to provide for the 
temple of the Lorp a hundred thousand talents? 
of gold, a million talents of silver, quantities of 
bronze and iron too great to be weighed, and wood 
and stone. And you may add to them. !5You have 
many workmen: stonecutters, masons and carpen- 
ters, as well as men skilled in every kind of work 
lsin gold and silver, bronze and iron—craftsmen 
beyond number. Now begin the work, and the 
Lorp be with you.” 

\7Then David ordered all the leaders of Israel to 
help his son Solomon. !8He said to them, “Is not 
the Lorp your God with you? And has he not 
granted you rest on every side? For he has handed 
the inhabitants of the land over to me, and the land 
is subject to the Lorp and to his people. !'Now 
devote your heart and soul to seeking the Lorp 
your God. Begin to build the sanctuary of the Lorp 
God, so that you may bring the ark of the covenant 
of the Lorp and the sacred articles belonging to 
God into the temple that will be built for the Name 


of the Lorp.”” 


The Levites 


2 When David was old and full of years, he 
made his son Solomon king over Israel. 
2He also gathered together all the leaders of Is- 
rael, as well as the priests and Levites. 3The Levites 
thirty years old or more were counted, and the 
total number of men was thirty-eight thousand. 
4David said, “Of these, twenty-four thousand are 
to supervise the work of the temple of the Lorp 
and six thousand are to be officials and judges. 
5Four thousand are to be gatekeepers and four 
thousand are to praise the Lorp with the musical 
instruments I have provided for that purpose.” 
‘David divided the Levites into groups corre- 
sponding to the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath 


and Merari 


Gershonites 


7Belonging to the Gershonites: 
Ladan and Shimei. 
8The sons of Ladan: 


#9 Solomon sounds like and may be derived from the Hebrew for peace, 
410 One Hebrew manuscript, Septuagint and Vulgate (see also verse 11); 
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Jehiel the first, Zetham and Joel—three in 
all. i 


9The sons of Shimei: 
Shelomoth, Haziel and- Haran—three in 


all. 
These were the heads of the families of 


» Ladan. 
And the sons of Shimei: 
Jahath, Ziza,4 Jeush and Beriah. 
These were the sons of Shimei—four in 


all. 
lJahath was the first and Ziza the second, 


but Jeush and Beriah did not have many. 
sons; so they were counted as one family 
with one assignment. 
Kohathites 
12The sons of Kohath: 
Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel—four 
in all. 
13The sons of Amram: 
Aaron and Moses, 
Aaron was set apart, he and his descend- 
ants forever, to consecrate the most holy 
things, to offer sacrifices before the Lorp, 
to minister before him and to pronounce 
blessings in his name forever. “The sons 
of Moses the man of God were counted as 
part of the tribe of Levi. 
15The sons of Moses: 
Gershom and Eliezer. 
16The descendants of Gershom: 
Shubael was the first. 
17The descendants of Eliezer: 
Rehabiah was the first. 
Eliezer had no other sons, but the sons of 
Rehabiah were very numerous. 
18The sons of Izhar: 
Shelomith was the first. 
\8The sons of Hebron: 
Jeriah the first, Amariah the second, 
Jahaziel the third and Jekameam the 
fourth. 
20The sons of Uzziel: 
Micah the first and Isshiah the second. 


Merarites 


21The sons of Merari: 
Mahli and Mushi. 
The sons of Mahli: 
Eleazar and Kish. 


23:6 Keeping the Temple 

Ever since the time of Moses, the Levites had been 
in charge of carrying and caring for the 
tabernacle—the portable tent where God was 
worshiped. But now that the ark had been placed 
permanently in Jerusalem, and a temple was to be 
built, the Levites needed new duties and 
orenie Chapters 23-26 describe those duties 
in detail. 


14 That is, about 3,750 tons (about 3,450 metric tons) 
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2Fleazar died without having sons: he had 
only daughters. Their cousins, the sons of 
Kish, married them 
23The sons of Mushi. 
Mahli, Eder and Jerimoth—three in all. 
2These were the descendants of Levi by their 
families—the heads of families as they were regis- 
tered under their names and counted individually, 
that is, the workers twenty years old or more who 
served in the temple of the Lorp 25For David had 
‘Since the Lorp, the God of Israel, has 
st to his people and has come to dwell in 
Jerusalem forever, *6the Levites no longer need to 
carry the tabernacle or any of the articles used in its 
service.” 27According to the last instructions of 
David, the Levites were counted from those 
twenty years old or more. 
28The duty of the Levites was to help Aaron’s 
descendants in the service of the temple of the 
Lorp: to be in charge of the courtyards, the side 
rooms, the purification of all sacred things and the 
performance of other duties at the house of God. 
2°They were in charge of the bread set out on the 
table, the flour for the grain offerings, the unleav- 
ened wafers, the baking and the mixing, and all 
measurements of quantity and size, “They were 
also to stand every morning to thank and praise 
the Lorp. They were to do the same in the evening 
3land whenever burnt offerings were presented to 
the Lorp on Sabbaths and at New Moon festivals 
and at appointed feasts. They were to serve before 
the Lorp regularly in the proper number and in 
the way prescribed for them. 
32And so the Levites carried out their respon- 
sibilities for the Tent of Meeting, for the Holy Place 
and, under their brothers the descendants of 
Aaron, for the service of the temple of the Lorp. 


The Divisions of Priests 
24 These were the divisions of the sons of 
Aaron 
The sons of Aaron were Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar 
and Ithamar. 2But Nadab and Abihu died before 
their father did, and they had no sons; so Eleazar 
and Ithamar served as the priests. 3With the help 
of Zadok a descendant of Eleazar and Ahimelecha 
descendant of Ithamar, David separated them into 
divisions for their appointed order of ministering. 
4A larger number of leaders were found among 
Eleazar’s descendants than among Ithamar’s, and 
they were divided accordingly: sixteen heads of 
families from Eleazar’s descendants and eight 
heads of families from Ithamar’s descendants. 
5They divided them impartially by drawing lots, 
for there were officials of the sanctuary and offi- 
cials of God among the descendants of both Elea- 
zar and Ithamar. 
6The scribe Shemaiah son of Nethanel, a Levite, 

recorded their names in the presence of the king 
and of the officials: Zadok the priest, Ahimelech 
son of Abiathar and the heads of families of the 
priests and of the Levites—one family being taken 
from Eleazar and then one from Ithamar. 


7The first lot fell to Jehoiarib, 
the second to Jedaiah, a. 
Sthe third to Harim, 
the fourth to Seorim, 
9the fifth to Malkijah, 
the sixth to Mijamin, 
the seventh to Hakkoz, 
the eighth to Abijah, 
llthe ninth to Jeshua, 
the tenth to Shecaniah, 
12the eleventh to Eliashib, 
the twelfth to Jakim, 
the thirteenth to Huppah, 
the fourteenth to Jeshebeab, 
the fifteenth to Bilgah, 
the sixteenth to lmmer,, 
15the seventeenth to Hezir, 
the eighteenth to Happizzez, 
léthe nineteenth to Pethahiah, 
the twentieth to Jehezkel, 
17the twenty-first to Jakin, 
the twenty-second to Gamul, 
18the twenty-third to Delaiah 
and the twenty-fourth to Maaziah. 

This was their appointed order of ministering, 
when they entered the temple of the Lorp, accord- 
ing to the regulations prescribed for them by their 
forefather Aaron, as the Lorp, the God of Israel, 
had commanded him. 


The Rest of the Levites 
2As for the rest of the descendants of Levi: 
from the sons of Amram: Shubael; 
from the sons of Shubael: Jehdeiah. 
21As for Rehabiah, from his sons: 
Isshiah was the first. 
2From the Izharites: Shelomoth; — 
from the sons of Shelomoth: Jahath. 
23The sons of Hebron: Jeriah the first, Ama- 
riah the second, Jahaziel the third and 
Jekameam the fourth. 
24The son of Uzziel: Micah; 
from the sons of Micah: Shamir. 
25The brother of Micah: Isshiah; 
from the sons of Isshiah; Zechariah. 
26The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. 
The son of Jaaziah: Beno. 
27The sons of Merari: 
for Jaaziah: Beno, Shoham, Zaccur and 
ri. 
28From Mahli: Eleazar, who had no sons. 
29From Kish: the son of Kish: 


Jerahmeel. 
30And the sons of Mushi: Mahli, Eder and Jeri- 
moth. iy 


These were the Levites, according to their fami- 
lies. 31They also cast lots, just as their brothers the 
descendants of Aaron did, in the presence of King 
David and of Zadok, Ahimelech, and the heads of 
families of the priests and of the Levites. The fami- 
lies of the oldest brother were treated the same as 
those of the youngest. ‘ A 


‘23 Two Hebrew manuscripts and some Septuagint manuscripts (see also 1 Chron, 23:19); most Hebrew manuscripts The sons of Jeniah: 


The Singers 

David, together with the commanders of the 
2 army, set apart some of the sons of Asaph, 
Heman and Jeduthun for the ministry of prophe- 


sying accompanied by harps, lyres and cymbals, 
Here is the list of the men who performed this 
service 


2From the sons of Asaph: 
Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah and Asarelah, The 
sons of Asaph were under the supervision of 
Asaph, who prophesied under the king’s su- 
pervision 
SAs for Jeduthun, from his sons: 
Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei,” Hashabiah 
and Mattithiah, six in all, under the super- 
vision of their father Jeduthun, who prophe- 
sied, using the harp in thanking and praising 
the Lorp. 
4As for Heman, from his sons: 
Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shubael and Jeri- 
moth; Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti 
and Romamti-Ezer; Joshbekashah, Mallothi, 
Hothir and Mahazioth. 5All these were sons of 
Heman the king’s seer. They were given him 
through the promises of God to exalt him.’ 
God gave Heman fourteen sons and three 
daughters. 


6All these men were under the supervision of 
their fathers for the music of the temple of the 
Lorp, with cymbals, lyres and harps, for the min- 
istry at the house of God. Asaph, Jeduthun and 
Heman were under the supervision of the king. 
7Along with their relatives—all of them trained 
and skilled in music for the Logp—they numbered 
288. 8Young and old alike, teacher as well as stu- 
dent, cast lots for their duties. 


9The ‘first lot, which was for Asaph, fell to 


Joseph, 
his sons and relatives, 124 
the second to Gedaliah, 
he and his relatives and sons, 12 
10the third to Zaccur, 
his sons and relatives, 12 
lthe fourth to Izri,¢ 
his sons and relatives, 12 
12the fifth to Nethaniah, 
his sons and relatives, 12 
13the sixth to Bukkiah, 
his sons and relatives, 12 
\4the seventh to Jesarelah,/ 
his sons and relatives, 12 
15the eighth to Jeshaiah, 
his sons and relatives, 12 
léthe ninth to Mattaniah, 
his sons and relatives, 12 
I7the tenth to Shimei, 
his sons and relatives, 12 
18the eleventh to Azarel,£ 
his sons and relatives, 12 
19the twelfth to Hashabiah, 
his sons and relatives, 12 


*3 One Hebrew manuscript and some Septuagint manuscripts (see also verse 17); most Hebrew manuscripts 
“9 See Septuagint; Hebrew does not have his sons and relatives, 
114 A variant of Asarelah 


°5 Hebrew exalt the horn 


does not have twelve. *11 A variant of Zerit 


* 
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the thirteenth to Shubael, | + 
his sons and relatives, yt 2 
2ithe fourteenth to Mattithiah, =~ « 
his sons and relatives, it - 
Zthe fifteenth to Jerimoth, aie. « 
his sons and relatives, aietis Maia 
the sixteenth to Hananiah, 
his sons and relatives, 
Mthe seventeenth to Joshbekashah, 
his sons and relatives, 
the eighteenth to Hanani, 
his sons and relatives, 
26the nineteenth to Mallothi, ty 
his sons and relatives, 12 
27the twentieth to Eliathah, 
his sons and relatives, Ue 
the twenty-first to Hothir, a 
his sons and relatives, 12 ‘ 
the twenty-second to Giddalti, 
his sons and relatives, 
the twenty-third to Mahazioth, © $ 
his sons and relatives, 1A 42) 
ithe twenty-fourth to Romamti-Ezer, e 
his sons and relatives, 2 
The Gatekeepers 1) WF 
2 The divisions of the gatekeepers: Lt 
From the Korahites: Meshelemiah son of — 
Kore, one of the sons of Asaph. 
2Meshelemiah had sons; 
Zechariah the firstborn, 
Jediael the second, ; Preity 4 
Zebadiah the third, 
Jathniel the fourth, 
3Elam the fifth, 
Jehohanan the sixth 3 
and Eliehoenai the seventh, 
4Obed-Edom also had sons: Nesey ons 
Shemaiah the firstborn, t 
Jehozabad the second, 
Joah the third, 
Sacar the fourth, ‘ 
Nethanel the fifth, 
5Ammiel the sixth, 
Issachar the seventh ‘ 
and Peullethai the eighth. ir 
(For God had blessed Obed-Edom.) — 


His son Shemaiah also had sons, who were 
leaders in their father’s family because 
they were very capable men. 7The sons of 
Shemaiah: Othni, Rephael, Obed and El- 
zabad; his relatives Elihu and Semakiah 
were also able men. 8All these were de- 
scendants of Obed-Edom; they and their 
sons and their relatives were capable men 
with the strength to do the work—de- 


scendants of Obed-Edom, 62 in all, 
°Meshelemiah had sons and relatives, who 
were able men—18 in all. > qa? 


‘0Hosah the Merarite had sons: Shimri the first 
(although he was not the firstborn, his 


do not have Shimej. 

49 See the total in verse 7; Hebrew: 
418 A variant of Uzziel —~ + a onecomm 8 WAP age 
3 as 4, a 
WS ye 


ES 
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1 CHRONICLES det 
act apspaninitect anny the FP eh: 
artes second Taratiat the think and 
Deoanat the RAF The sane anal pela 
Qves of Hasalh were BEN all 
Syreaw divisions Of Ue gatekeepors through 
rede Cheer NON, Pract chuatien: Gon FNNERORTE in the 
ake at the Lorn, faNt a8 there relatives: had 
ALots wore Cast hor eh gate according (0 their 
des, Yours and okt alike 
The Ne Ke the Haat Gate fell Shelemiah ! 
Then Rote were east foe NEN BON Zeehariat, a wise 
counselor, andt the fot foe the North Gate fell to 
hun. The tot far the South Gate fell to Obed> 
Fata, and the Tot tor the storehouse fell to his 
aThe lots for the West Gate and the Shal- 
Gate on the upper gad Cell (0 Shuppun and 


remy 


2 was alongside of guard There were sh 


N 
evites a day on the east, four a day on the north, 
our a day on dhe south and two at a time at the 


» ISAs for Ue court to the west, there 
at the road and Qwo at the court itself 
sThese were the divisions of the gatekeepers: 
who were descendants of Korah and Merart, 


The Treasurers and Other Officials 

fellow Levites were? in charge of the 

of the house of God and the treasuries 

jedicated things. 

Gescendants of Ladan, who were Ger- 
es through Ladan and who were heads of 
slonging to Ladan the Gershonite, were 
ye sons of Jehieli, Zetham and his broth- 
»y were in charge of the treasunes of the 
we LORD 
» the Amramites, the Izharites, the He- 
onites and the Uzzielites: 
ubvel, a descendant of Gershom son of 
Moses, was the officer in charge of the 

uries. SHis relatives through Eliezer: 

Rehabiah his son, Jeshaiah his son, Joram 

his son, Zicri his son and Shelomith his 

son, *Shelomith and his relatives were in 
charge of all the treasuries for the things 
dedicated by King David, by the heads of 
families who were the commanders of 
thousands and commanders of hun- 
@reds, and by the other army command- 
ers. Some of the plunder taken in battle 
they dedicated for the repair of the temple 
of the Lor. 28And everything dedicated 
by Samuel the seer and by Saul son of 
Kish, Abner son of Ner and Joab son of 
Zeruiah, and all the other dedicated 
things were in the care of Shelomith and 
his relatives. 

From the Izharites: Kenaniah and his sons 
were assigned duties away from the tem- 
ple, as officials and judges over Israel. 

From the Hebronites: Hashabiah and his 
relaives—seventeen hundred able men 
—were responsible in Israel west of the 
Jordan for all the work of the Lorp and for 
the king’s service. 3!As for the Hebron- 


T 


“14 A vanant of Meshelemigh 


avo 


20 Septuagint: Hebrew As forthe Levies. Ahh was J 


sive chet 
ut 


throughout the year. E 
24,000 men. 


ain charge of the first divi 
was Jashobeam s0n © “ I 
24,000 men in his was a 
descendant ee nerere fofallthe army 
officers for the first mon! a tg 

4in charge of the division for the second mot sy. 
was Dodaj the Ahohite; Mikloth the 
leader of his division. There were 24,000 
men in his division. " " 

SThe third army commander, forthe third month, 
was Benaiah son of Jehoiada the priest. He 
was chief and there were 24,000 men in his 
division. This was the Benaiah who was a 

mighty man among the Thirty and was ‘ 

the Thirty, His son Ammizabad was ‘ 

charge of his division. J 
‘The fourth, for the fourth month, was Asahel the 
brother of Joab; his son Zebadiah was his 
successor. There were 24,000 men in his 


division. 
waa the 


The fifth, for the fifth month, 
commander Shamhuth the Izrahite. There 
were 24,000 men in his division. 

sThe sixth, for the sixth month, was Ira the son of 

Ikkesh the Tekoite. There were 24,000 men 

in his division. tA 

a es po atl were 

the Pelonite, an i r 

24,000 men in his division. — 

UThe eighth, for the eighth month, was 

the Hushathite, a Zerahite. There * 

24,000 men in his division, nq ‘ 
12The ninth, for the ninth month, was 

Anathothite, a Benjamite, There we 


al 


371 


Othniel. There were 24,000 men 1h nis 
divesions 
Otticers of the Tribes 
WThe officers over the tides of Israel 


avenites: Bliever son of Zicri 
~onites: Shephatiah son of Maa- 


over the 


over the Sane 


ah 

Levis Hashabiah son of Kemuel 
over Aaron; Zadok 

WSover Judah: Elba, a brother of David 
over Issachar: Oni son of Michael; 

over Zebulun: Ishmaiah son of Obadiah; 
over Naphtati: ferimoth son ot Agriel; 


Nover the Ephraimites: Hoshea son of Aza- 
aah 
over half the tribe df Manasseh: Joel son of 
Pedaiah 


2over the halftribe of Manasseh in Gilead: 
lddo son of Zechariah; 
over Benjamin: Jaasiel son of Abner: 
over Dan arel son of Jeroham. 
These were the officers over the tribes of Israel 


David did not take the number of the men 
twenty years old or less, because the Lorp had 
promised to make Israel as numerous as the stars 
in the sky. Mloab son of Zeruiah began to count the 
men but did not finish. Wrath came on Israel on 
account of this numbering, and the number was 

t entered in the book* of the annals of King 


The King’s Overseers 
>sArmaveth son of Adiel was in charge of the 
royal s' 


Jo 


rehouses. 
an son of Uzziah was in charge of the 
s in the outlying districts, in the towns, 
ges and the watchtowers. 
ri son of Kelub was in charge of the field 
workers who farmed the land, 
2Shimei the Ramathite was in charge of the 
vineyards. 
Zabdi the Shiphmite was in charge of the pro- 
duce of the vineyards for the wine vats. 
28Baal-Hanan the Gederite was in charge of the 
olive and sycamore-fig trees in the western foot- 
hills. 
Joash was in charge of the supplies of olive oil. 
2Shitrai the Sharonite was in charge of the 
herds grazing in Sharon. 
Shaphat son of Adlai was in charge of the herds 
in the valleys. 
*Obil the Ishmaelite was in charge of the cam- 
els 
Jehdeiah the Meronothite was in charge of the 
donkeys 
3Jaziz the Hagrite was in charge of the flocks. 
All these were the officials in charge of King 
David's property. 


2Jonathan, David’s uncle, was a counselor, a 
man of insight and a scribe. Jehiel son of Hacmoni 
took care of the king’s sons. 

33Ahithophel was the king’s counselor, 


#24 Septuagint: Hebrew number 
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Hushai the Arkite wae the aera friend, 
MANithophel wan succeeded by } non of 
Benaiah and by Abiathar, . 

Joab was the commander of the royal army, 


David's Plans for the Temple \y . 


2 © David summoned all the officials of THrael tor 
assemble at Jerusalem: the officers over the 
tribes, the commanders of the divisions tn the sere 
vice of the king, the commanders of thousands: 
and commanders of hundreds, and the officials tin 
charge of all the property and livestock belon, , 
to the king and his sons, together with the palace 
officials, the mighty men and all the brave wartl> 


ors 

2King David rose to his feet and said) “Listen to 
me, my brothers and my people. Thad it in my 
heart to build a house ay a place of rest for the a 
of the covenant of the Lond, forthe footstool of our 
God, and I made plans to build it, But God said to 
me. “You are not to build a house for my Name, 
because you are a warrior and have shed blood,” 

4”Yet the Lorb, the God of Israel, chose me from. 
my whole family to be king over Israel forever. He 
chose Judah as leader, and from the house of 
Judah he chose my family, and from my father’s 
sons he was pleased to make me king over all 
Israel. SOf all my sons—and the Lorp has given 
me many—he has chosen my son Solomon to sit 
on the throne of the kingdom of the Lorp over 
Israel. He said to me: ‘Solomon your son is the 
one who will build my house and my courts, for I 
have chosen him to be my son, and I will be his 
father. 71 will establish his kingdom forever if he is 
unswerving in carrying out my commands and 
laws, as is being done at this time.” 

8”'So now I charge you in the sight of all Israel 
and of the assembly of the Lorp, and in the hear- 
ing of our God: Be careful to follow all the com= 
mands of the Lorp your God, that you may pos- 
sess this good land and pass it on as an inheritance 
to your descendants forever. 

And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the 
God of your father, and serve him with whole- 
hearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the 
Lor searches every heart and understands every 
motive behind the thoughts. If you seek him, he 
will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he 
will reject you forever. Consider now, for the 
Lorp has chosen you to build a temple as a sanctu- 


ary. Be strong and.do the work.” a wi 
— 
28:9 A Condition on the 
Promise Leng 


God’s promise to David of unending descendants 
on the throne was so important to Israel that it was 
reported, in different forms, several times. (See 
chapter 17, for instance.) Sometimes it read as 
though God would bless a line of successful kings _ 
regardless of their behavior. Here, though, David 2 
explained that God’s favor would depend on 
Solomon's devotion to God. 4 
alanine SRT Se ee 
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is son Solomon the plans 
for the portico of the temple, its buildings, its 
storerooms, its Upper parts, its inner rooms and 
the place of atonement, 2He gave him the plans of 
all that the Spirit had putin his mind for the courts 
of the temple of the Lorp and all the surrounding 
rooms, for the treasuries of the temple of God and 
he treasuries for the dedicated things. “He 
s for the divisions of the 
d for all the work of serving 
as well as for all the 


WThen David gave h 


for t 
gave him instruction: 
priests and Levites, an 
in the temple of the Lor, 
articles to be used in its service. “He designated 


the weight of gold for all the gold articles to be 
used in various kinds of service, and the weight of 
silver for all the silver articles to be used in various 
kinds of service: !5the weight of gold for the gold 
lampstands and their lamps, with the weight for 
each lampstand and its lamps; and the weight of 
silver for each silver lampstand and its lamps, ace 
cording to the use of each lampstand; !¢the weight 
of gold for each table for consecrated bread; the 
weight of silver for the silver tables; !7the weight of 
pure gold for the forks, sprinkling bowls and 
pitchers; the weight of gold for each gold dish; the 
weight of silver for each silver dish; '8and the 
weight of the refined gold for the altar of incense. 
He also gave him the plan for the chariot, that is, 
the cherubim of gold that spread their wings and 
shelter the ark of the covenant of the Lorp. 

19’ All this,” David said, “I have in writing from 
the hand of the Lorp upon me, and he gave me 
understanding in all the details of the plan.” 

20David also said to Solomon his son, “Be strong 
and courageous, and do the work. Do not be afraid 
or discouraged, for the Lorpv God, my God, is with 
you. He will not fail you or forsake you until all the 
work for the service of the temple of the Lorp is 
finished. 2'The divisions of the priests and Levites 
are ready for all the work on the temple of God, 
and every willing man skilled in any craft will help 
you in all the work. The officials and all the people 
will obey your every command.” 


Gifts for Building the Temple 


29 Then King David said to the whole assem- 
bly: “My son Solomon, the one whom God 
has chosen, is young and inexperienced. The task 
is great, because this palatial structure is not for 
man but for the Lorp God. 2With all my resources: 
I have provided for the temple of my God—gold 
for the gold work, silver for the silver, bronze for 
the bronze, iron for the iron and wood for the 
wood, as well as onyx for the settings, turquoise,“ 

stones of various colors, and all kinds of fine stone 
and marble—all of these in large quantities. 3Be- 
sides, in my devotion to the temple of my God | 
now give my personal treasures of gold and silver 
for the temple of my God, over and above every- 
thing I have provided for this holy temple: 4three 
thousand talents’ of gold (gold of Ophir) and 
seven thousand talents of refined silver, for the 
overlaying of the walls of the buildings, 5for the 
42 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain 
260) tons (about 240 metric tons) 


kilograms) !7 That is, about 375 tons (abor 
8, ut 345 metric tony 
is, about 3,750 tons (about 3,450 metric tons) x! 
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(4 That is, about 110 tons (about 100 metric 
47 That is, about 190 tons (about 170 roi tons) : bed sey! 


gold work and the silver work, and sei athe 
to be done by the a" Now, who is ™ ‘i. 
to consecrate himself today to the 

6Then the leaders of families, the off of the 
tribes of Israel, the commanders of thou! and 
commanders of hundreds, and the in 
charge of the king's work gave willingly. 

he temple of 

thousand talents and ten thousand daricw of 
gold, ten thousand talents! of silver, cignioae 
thousand talents of bronze and thou- 
sand talents! of iron. *Any who had 
stones gave them to the treasury of the temple of 


the Loxp in the custody of b> 9 Gershonite. 
athe people rejoiced at the response of 


their leaders, for they had given freely and whole- 

heartedly to the Lorp. David the king also rejoiced 

greatly. he 

David's Prayer " 
10David praised the Lox in the presence of the 

whole assembly, saying, te 


“Praise be to you, O LORD, 
God of our father Israel, 
from everlasting to everlasting. 
11Yours, O Lor, is the greatness and the power 
and the glory and the majesty and the 
splendor, 
for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 
Yours, O Lorp, is the kingdom; 
you are exalted as head over all. 
12Wealth and honor come from you; 
you are the ruler of all things. 
In your hands are strength and power 
to exalt and give strength to all. 
13Now, our God, we give you thanks, 
and praise your glorious name. 


14”But who am I, and who are my people, that 
we should be able to give as generously as this? 
Everything comes from you, and we have given 
you only what comes from your hand. 5We are 
aliens and strangers in your sight, as were all our 
forefathers. Our days on earth are like a shadow, 
without hope. 160 Lorp our God, as for all this 
abundance that we have provided for building you 
a temple for your Holy Name, it comes from your 
hand, and all of it belongs to you. 171 know, my 


i 


29:10 David’s Great Prayer 

David’s prayer at the beginning of temple 

construction shows why he was a man after God's 

own heart. Despite all his achievements, he was 

deeply humble, He wanted glory to go to God, not 
have reminded the 


himself. This would 
original readers of Chronictes, back from exile and 


witl a king, that David's greatest concern 
for the temple where his could wotlk ; 
and serve God. They, his ants, did rot need 


“4 That is, about 
«7 That is, about 185 pounds (about 
47 That is, about 675 tons (about 610 metric tons) - 


-> 


Gout (hat YOU feat the heart and are plonnedt willy 


ty. AlUthone things have f given willl 

mye wan Anton’, And NOW five awen will 
joy how willingly your people who are here hove 
‘ven to you Ke Jon, God oF our father Abra: 
fow Jaane anal lara, keep this desire in the heart 
at your people forever, ane keop their hearts loyal 
to vou. PARE give my 808 Salomon the whole 
hearted devotion lo keep your commands, fe 
quirements and deerees and to do everything (0 
baile the palatial stietine for whieh | have pror 


vided 

wrhen David said to the whole ansembly, 
“Praise the Lonw your Gad. So they all praised: 
the Lon, the God of thair fathers they bowed low 
and fell prostrate be! the Loxp and the king. 


Solomon Acknowledged as King 

2)The next day they made sacrifices to the LORD 
and presented barnt offerings to himy a thousand 
bulls, a thousand cams and a thousand male 
lambs. together with their drink offerings, and 
other sacrifices in abundance for all Israel, 2 They 
ate and drank with great joy in the presence of the 


Lorn that day 
Then they acknowledged Solomon son of David 


as king a second time, anointing him before the 
Lox to be ruler and Zadok to be priest, 2S0 Solo- 
mon sat on the throne of the Loxo as king in place 
of his father David. He prospered and all Israel 
obeyed him. “All the officers and mighty men, as 
well as all of King David's sons, pledged their 
submission to King Solomon, 
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2 CHRONICLES 


INTRODUCTIO 


A Time for Hope 


Restoring pride to a group of refugees 


# my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face 
ane enarBie their wicked wae dhe will | hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will 
heal their land.” 7:14 : 

here was a time when the Israelites desperately needed a new look at the past. Their ancestors 
Ti been torn from home, beaten, an ragged off in chains to serve as slaves in a foreign 
country. In Babylon, a new generation pew up knowing little of the Israelite past: the covenant 
with God, the promised line of kings, the imagalticent temple in Jerusalem. ; 

When captive Israelites were finally allowed to return home, they found a pile of rubble. In 
Israel’s Golden Age, people had traveled thousands of miles to view the majesty of Jerusalem and 
its temple. But to the refugees’ horror, not one stone of the temple remained standing. The 
carved beams had all been hacked to pieces, the gold and ivory stripped away, and the furniture 
auctioned off or destroyed. He 

Outside the capital, whole villages had disappeared. Vital religious customs had gone 


uncelebrated for 70 years. Jewish culture was in danger of leaking away. ven 
The book of Chronicles was written to those refugees who returned. For that dispirited group of 


people, the author recounted the glory days of Israel. He wanted to restore pride in the Israelite 


past, and bring hope to their future. 
History in a New Light 

Chronicles (both 1 and 2) thus retells history, starting all the way at the beginning, with Adam. 
Most of the characters are familiar, but Chronicles tells old stories in a new light. Its author isn’t 
just reciting facts. He is delivering a word of bright hope, a pep talk, to just-freed refugees. 

Some accuse Chronicles of being a “whitewashed” history, especially in comparison to the 
Bible’s other history books. True, the book barely mentions the Israelites’ great failures—it says 
nothing of David's or Solomon's mistakes, for instance. Presumably, the refugees had heard plenty 
about the dark side of their nation’s recent past: the books of Samuel and Kings, which ruthlessly 
exposed those failures, had been around for years. 

Similarly, Chronicles ignores the chaotic Northern Kingdom of Israel, and the civil war Judah 
waged against it. Nothing remained of the ten scattered tribes-of the North, and the book wastes 
little space on them. Instead, Chronicles reaches higher, seeking to restore pride in the original 


ideals of the nation. 


A Distant Hope 

The good kings of Judah, eight in all, dominate the story: over two-thirds of 2 Chronicles is 
devoted to their reigns. Chronicles focuses on God’s special relationship with the Israelites, 
recalling the covenant that had Proupit about their Golden Age. It reviews the religious reforms 
led by each king, and, above all, highlights the temple, the house where God's presence came to 


rest. If God had lived among them in the past, couldn't he do so again? 


How to Read 2 Chronicles 


You will recognize many of the stories in 2 Chronicles—about half of it closel foll 
i lows 
Ppl passages pe ies _ pamnlts he has relied on the books of Moses, amueh pi ca 
€ also quotes from Judges, Jeremiah, the Psalms, Isaiah, i ; , 
books that have been lost to history, ial and Lamentasiaaagabee" os we! 
ut 2 Chronicles does not merely repeat. It weaves together stori 
¢ c 0 ) a : ies and facts for a spe 
Purpose: a Jewish philosophy of history. Chronicles atiede new light on that history ae ES: 
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s ity. Worship of the true God had made Israel 
highlighting rare moment Oe I Ter Uncerscares hat fact by stressing the temple and 


strong. As you read, notice 


the priests 
For comparis 


spose behind the book of Chronicles. 
Look past all the 
Retormers,” page 392.) What made 


therm? 


pu 


names and events for the few ty who did right. 
them successful? 


< t to read companion passages in the book-of Kings (for a list, see 
A Lineup of Pediat to Read side byaide, the two accounts clearly reveal the distingt 


- 
(See “The Great 
hat lessons about faith can we learn from 


PLANS FOR READING 2 CHRONICLES ‘ 


. 

: Overview of 2 Chronicles in 3 Days : 

PA { Da ig Read the Introduction to 2 Chronicles and then chapter 20. It tells of a high 

Bolt when King Jehoshaphat brou 

Hezekiah had an eventful Ii 
a national high point in chapter 30. 

Hezekiah lived in treacherous times. Read of his close scrape with disaster 


C Day 
abog 
ODay # 
in chapter 32. 
PLAN 2: All of 2 Chronicles in 34 Days 
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ht the whole nation together in prayer, 
@, with soaring highs and deep lows. Ri 
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Solomon Asks for Wisdom 

1 Solomon son of David established himself 
firmly over his kingdom, for the Lorp his God 
was with him and made him exceedingly great. 
2Then Solomon spoke to all Israel—to the com- 
manders of thousands and commanders of hun- 
dreds, to the judges and to all the leaders in Israel, 
the heads of families— 3and Solomon and the 
whole assembly went to the high place at Gibeon, 
for God’s Tent of Meeting was there, which Moses 
the Lorp’s servant had made in the desert. Now 
David had brought up the ark of God from Kiriath 
Jearim to the place he had prepared for it, because 
he had pitched a tent for it in Jerusalem. *But the 
bronze altar that Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, 
had made was in Gibeon in front of the tabernacle 
of the Lorp; so Solomon and the assembly in- 
quired of him there. Solomon went up to the 
bronze altar before the Lorp in the Tent of Meeting 

and offered a thousand burnt offerings on it. 
7That night God appeared to Solomon and said 


to him, “Ask for whatever you want me to give 
you.” 

’Solomon answered God, ‘You have shown 
great kindness to David my father and have made 
me king in his place. YNow, Lorp God, let your 
promise to my father David be confirmed, for you 
have made me king over a people who are as nu- 
merous as the dust of the earth. Give me wisdom 
and knowledge, that I may lead this people, for 
who is able to govern this great people of yours?” 

God said to Solomon, “Since this is your 
heart's desire and you have not asked for wealth, 
riches or honor, nor for the death of your enemies, 
and since you have not asked fora long life but for 
wisdom and knowledge to govern my people over 
whom I have made you king, therefore wisdom ~ 
and knowledge will be given you: And I willalso - 
give you wealth, riches and honor, suchas no king 
who was before you ever had and none after you 
will have.” 


if 
s 
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from before the Tent of Meet- 
over Israel 

Jated chariots and horses; he 
hariots and twelve thou- 
sand horses,4 which he kept in the chariot cities 
and also with him in Jerusalem. 15The king made 
silver and gold as common In Jerusalem as stones, 
and cedar as plentiful as sycamore-fig trees in the 
foothills. 16Solomon’s horses were imported from 
Egypt’ and from Kuec—the royal merchants pur- 
chased them from Kue. 17They imported a chariot 
from Egypt for six hundred shekels# of silver, and 
a horse for a hundred and fifty. They also export- 
ed them to all the kings of the Hittites and of the 


Arameans. 
Preparations for Building the Temple 


Solomon gave orders to build a temple for the 

2 Name of the Lorp and a royal palace for him- 

self. 2He conscripted seventy thousand men as 

carriers and eighty thousand as stonecutters in the 

hills and thirty-six hundred as foremen over them. 

3Solomon sent this message to Hiram/ king of 

Tyre: 

“Send me cedar logs as you did for my 
father David when you sent him cedar to build 
a palace to live in. 4Now I am about to build a 
temple for the Name of the Lorp my God and 
to dedicate it to him for burning fragrant in- 
cense before him, for setting out the conse- 
crated bread regularly, and for making burnt 


purple, crimson and blue yarn, and experi-_ ’ 
enced in the art ofengraving, to work in Judah : 
and Jerusalem with my skilled craftsmen, — 


whom my father David provided. ; 
send me also pene pine and algums oT 
logs from Lebanon, for I Know that your men’ S 
are skilled in cutting timber there. My men — + 
will work with yours %to provide me ith a 
plenty of lumber, because the temple | build 4, 
must be large and magnificent. 10] will give ‘ 
your servants, the woodsmen who cut the — wd 
timber, twenty thousand cors# of gro 
wheat, twenty thousand cors of barley, 
twenty thousand baths! of wine and twenty 
thousand baths of olive oil.”’ 


NHiram king of Tyre replivd by letter to Solo- 
mon: 

“Because the Lorp loves his people, he has 
made you their king.” 
12And Hiram added: 

“Praise be to the Lorp, the God of Israel, 
who made heaven and earth! He has given 
King David a wise son, endowed with intelli- 
gence and discernment, who will build a tem- 
ple for the Lorp and a palace for himself. 

131 am sending you Huram-Abi, a man of 
great skill, 4whose mother was from Danand 
whose father was from Tyre. He is trained to 
work in gold and silver, bronze and iron, 
stone and wood, and with purple and blue 


high place at Gibeon, 
ing. And he reigned 

14Solomon accumu! 
had fourteen hundred ¢ 


offerings every morning and evening and on 
Sabbaths and New Moons and at the ap- 
pointed feasts of the Lorp our God. This is a 
lasting oydinance for Israel. 

5’The temple | am going to build will be 
great, because our God is greater than all 
other gods. 6But who is able to build a temple 
for him, since the heavens, even the highest 
heavens, cannot contain him? Who then am I 
to build a temple for him, except as a place to 
burn sacrifices before him? 

7Send me, therefore, a man skilled to work 


and crimson yarn and fine linen. He is experi- 
enced in all kinds of engraving and can exe- 
cute any design given to him. He will work 
with your craftsmen and with those of my 
lord, David your father. 

15Now let my lord send his servants the 
wheat and barley and the olive oil and wine he 
promised, land we will cut all the logs from 
Lebanon that you eed and will float them in 
rafts by sea down to Joppa. You can then take 
them up to Jerusalem.” . 


17Solomon took a census of all the aliens who 


in gold and silver, bronze and iron, and in 4 
were in Israel, after the census his father David 


had taken; and they were found to be 153,600, 
i8He assigned 70,000 of them to be carriers and 
80,000 to be stonecutters in the hills, with 3,600 
foremen over them to keep the people working. 


Solomon Builds the Temple 


Then Solomon began to build the temple of the 
Lorp in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where 
the Lorp had appeared to his father David. It was 
on the threshing floor of Araunah/ the Jebusite, 
the place provided by David. 7He began building 
on the second day of the second month in the 
fourth year of his reign. . 
3The foundation Solomon laid for building the 
temple of God was sixty cubits long and twenty 
cubits wide (using the cubit of the old standard). 


$$$ TT 


2:2 Solomon’s Forced Labor 

King Solomon drafted laborers for his construction 
projects much like an army drafts soldiers. His 
policy of forced labor sowed dissension in the 
kingdom, especially among resentful northern 
tribes. In keeping with its morale-building purpose, 
2 Chronicles has little. bad to say about Solomon. 
The author mentions Solomon’s wealth (1:14; 
9:22-25) without comment, although such excess 
defied the rules for kings (Deuteronomy 17:15-17). 
Chronicles also omits reference to Solomon's 
palace, which Kings had pointedly described as 
exceeding even the temple in its splendor. 


#14 Or charioteers "16 Or possibly Muzur, a region in Cilicia; also in verse 17 «16 Probably Cilicia ‘That is, about 
i iz J i 
pounds (about 7 kilograms) 17 That is, about 3 9/4 pounds (about 1,7 kilograms) ‘ 13 Hebrew Huram, a eat — 
in werses 11 and 12 48 Probably a variant of almug; possibly juniper "10 That is, probably about 125,000 bushels ebook eae 


kiloliters) ‘10 That is, probably about 115,000 gallons (about 440 kiloliters) 


iy ' 
That is, about 90 feet (about 27 meters) long and 30 feet (about 9 meters) wide 1 Hebrew Ornan, a variant of Araunah 
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‘The portico at the front of the temple was twenty 
eubitsé long across the width of the building and 
twenty cubits" high 

He overlaid the inside with pure gold. SHe 
paneled the main hall with pine and covered it 
with fine gold and decorated it with palm tree and 
chain designs. *He adorned the temple with pre- 
cious stones. And the gold he used was gold of 
He overlaid the ceiling beams, door- 


Parvaim 
frames, walls and doors of the temple with gold, 
and he carved cherubim on the walls. 

8He built the Most Holy Place, its length corre- 
sponding to the width of the temple—twenty cus 


bits long and twenty cubits wide. He overlaid the 
inside with sichundred talents¢ of fine gold, The 
gold nail weighed fifty shekels.¢ He also overlaid 
the upper parts with gold. 
10In the Most Holy Place he made a pair of sculp- 
tured cherubim and overlaid them with gold. 
The total wingspan of the cherubim was twenty 
cubits. One wing of the first cherub was five cu- 
bits« long and touched the temple wall, while its 
other wing, also five cubits long, touched the wing 
of the other cherub. !2Similarly one wing of the 
second cherub was five cubits long and touched 
the other temple wall, and its other wing, also five 
cubits long, touched the wing of the first cherub. 
13The wings of these cherubim extended twenty 
cubits. They stood on their feet, facing the main 
hall.f 
i4He made the curtain of blue, purple and crim- 
son yarn and fine linen, with cherubim worked 
into it. 
15In the front of the temple he made two pillars, 
which together, were thirty-five cubitss long, each 
with a capital on top measuring five cubits. 16He 
made interwoven chains" and put them on top of 
the pillars. He also made a hundred pomegranates 
and attached them to the chains. 17He erected 
the pillars in the front of the temple, one to the 
south and one to the north. The one to the south 
he named Jakin’ and the one to the north 
Boaz.) 


—— 
3:14 A Temporary Separation 


Just as it had in the tabernacle, a curtain in the 
temple separated the Holy Place and Most Holy 
Place. The curtain symbolized the distance 
between God and people. Even priests were 
forbidden to go beyond that curtain into the 
presence of God, except on the Day of Atonement. 
When Jesus died on the cross, this temple curtain 
miraculously ripped in two. That event also had 
symbolic meaning: Christ had opened up the way 
to God (Hebrews 9:7-12). 
——— 


#4 That is, about 30 feet (about 9 meters); also in verses 8, 11 and 13 
<8 That is, about 23 tons (about 21 metric tons) 


hundred and twenty 
“11 That is, about 7 1/2 feet (about 2.3 meters); also in verse 15 
meters) 
probably means he establishes 
wide, and about 15 feet (about 4.5 meters) high 
13.5 meters) "3 That is, about I 1/2 feet (about 0.5 meter) 
about 17,500 gallons (about 66 kiloliters) 


"16 Or possibly made chains in the inner sanctuary; the meaning of the Hebrew for this phrase is uncertain. 
117 Boaz probably means a him ts strength 
12 That is, about 7 1/2 feet (about 2.3 meters) 


suring ten cubits from rim to rim and five cubite! 
high. It took a line of thirty cubite” to measure 
around it, Below the rim, figures of bulls encircled 
it—ten to a cubit,” The bulls were cast in two rows 
in one piece with the Sea. 

‘The Sea stood on twelve bulls, three gel 
north, three facing west, three facing south 
three facing east. The Sea rested on top of peor 


was a handbreadth? in thickness, and its rim 
like the rim of a cup, like a lily blossom. 


2 


priests for washing. 

7He made ten gold lampstands according to the 
specifications for them and placed them in the ~ 
temple, five on the south side and five on the 
north. 

8He made ten tables and placed them in the 
temple, five on the south side and five on the 
north. He also made a hundred gold sprinkling 
bowls. 

9He made the courtyard of the priests, and the 
large court and the doors for the court, and over- 
laid the doors with bronze. !He placed the Seaon 
the south side, at the southeast corner. 

11He also made the pots and shovels and sprin- 
Kling bowls. 

So Huram finished the work he had undertaken 
for King Solomon in the temple of God: 


12the two pillars; 
the two bowl-shaped capitals on top of the 
pillars; 
the two sets of network decorating the two 
bowl-shaped capitals on top of the pillars; 
13the four hundred pomegranates for the two 
sets of network (two rows of pomegran- 
ates for each network, decorating the 
pomonane capitals on top of the pil 
l4the stands with their basins; 
15the Sea and the twelve bulls under it; 
isthe pots, shovels, meat forks and all related 
articles. 


All the objects that Huram-Abi made for King 
Solomon for the temple of the Lorp were of pol- 
ished bronze. !7The king had them cast in day 
molds in the plain of the Jordan between Succoth 
and Zarethan.¢ 18All these things that Solomon 


“4 Some Septuagint and Syriac manuscripts, Hebrew end a 
49 That is, about I 1/4 pounds (about 0.6 kilogram) 
#15 That is, about 52 feet (about 16 

7 fakin 
4 pedeplrany pi pry 
"2 That ss, about 45 feet (about 
75 Thatis, 


113 Or facing onward 


*5 That is, about 3 inches (about § centimeters) 


417 Hebrew Zeredatha, 2 variant of Zarethen 
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made amounted to so much that the weight of the 
bronze was not determined. 

19Solomon also made all the 
were in God’s temple: 


furnishings that 


the golden altar; 
the tables on which was the bread of the 
Presence; y 
20the lampstands of pure gold with their 
lamps, to burn in front of the inner sanc- 
tuary as prescribed; 
2ithe gold floral work and lamps and tongs 
(they were solid gold); 
2the pure gold wick trimmers, sprinkling 
bowls, dishes and censers; and the gold 
doors of the temple: the inner doors to the 
Most Holy Place and the doors of the 
main hall 


When all the work Solomon had done for the 
5 temple of the LorpD was finished, he brought in 
the things his father David had dedicated—the 
silver and gold and all the furnishings—and he 
placed them in the treasuries of God’s temple. 


The Ark Brought to the Temple 


2Then Solomon summoned to Jerusalem the el- 
ders of Israel, all the heads of the tribes and the 
chiefs of the Israelite families, to bring up the ark of 
the Lorp’s covenant from Zion, the City of David. 
3And all the men of Israel came together to the 
king at the time of the festival in the seventh 
month 
4When all the elders of Israel had arrived, the 
Levites took up the ark, Sand they brought up the 
ark and the Tent of Meeting and all the sacred 
furnishings in it. The priests, who were Levites, 
carried them up; 6and King Solomon and the entire 
assembly of Israel that had gathered about him 
were before the ark, sacrificing so many sheep and 
cattle that they could not be recorded or counted. 
7The priests then brought the ark of the Lorb‘s 
covenant to its place in the inner sanctuary of the 
temple, the Most Holy Place, and put it beneath 
the wings of the cherubim. 8The cherubim spread 
their wings over the place of the ark and covered 
the ark and its carrying poles. 9These poles were so 
long that their ends, extending from the ark, could 
be seen from in front of the inner sanctuary, but 
not from outside the Holy Place; and they are still 
there today. !0There was nothing in the ark except 
the two tablets that Moses had placed in it at 
Horeb, where the Lorp made a covenant with the 
Israelites after they came out of Egypt. 
The priests then withdrew from the Holy 


5:10 Proof of the Covenant 


Until the invasion by Babylon, the Israelites 
possessed a visible reminder of God's treaty, or 
“covenant,” with them, It stayed in the most 
sacred piece of furniture in Israel, the ark. But the 
ark was lost during the Babylonian captivity— and 
has never been found. 


“13 That is, about 7 1/2 feet (about 2.3 meters) 
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Place. All the priests who were th had 


crated themselves, ; 
All the Levites Who were musicians— + 


Heman, Jeduthun and their sons and relatives— 
eta ine east side of the altar, dressed in fine 
linen and playing cymbals, harps and lyres- They 
were accompanied by 120 priests sounding, ne 
pets. The trumpeters and singers joined in 

50n, a8 With one voice, to give praise and thanks to 

the Lorp, Accompanied by trumpets; cymbals and 
other instruments, they raised their voices in 
praise to the Lorp and sang: 


“He is good; 
his love endures forever.” 


Then the temple of the Lorp was filled with a 
cloud, Mand the priests could not perform their 
service because of the cloud, for the glory of the 
Lorp filled the temple of God. 

Then Solomon said, “The Lorv has said that 

he would dwell in a dark cloud; 21 have built a 

magnificent temple for you, a place for you to 

dwell forever.” $ 

3While the whole assembly of Israel was stand- 

ing there, the king turned around and blessed 
them. 4Then he said: 


“Praise be to the Lorv, the God of Israel, 
who with his hands has fulfilled what he 
promised with his mouth to my father David. 
For he said, 5‘Since the day I brought my 
people out of Egypt, | have not chosen a city in 
any tribe of Israel to have a temple built for my 
Name to be there, nor have I chosen anyone to 
be the leader over my people Israel. ‘But now 
I have chosen Jerusalem for my Name to be 
there, and I have chosen David to rule my 
people Israel.’ 

7’My father David had it in his heart to 
build a temple for the Name of the Lorn, the 
God of Israel. 8But the Lorp said to my father 
David, ‘Because it was in your heart to build a 
temple for my Name, you did well to have this 
in your heart. 9Nevertheless, you are not the 
one to build the temple, but your son, who is 
your own flesh and blood—he is the one who 
will build the temple for my Name.’ 

10’The Lorp has kept the promise he made. 
I have succeeded David my father and now 1 
sit on the throne of Israel, just as the Lorp 
promised, and I have built the temple for the 
Name of the Lorp, the God of Israel. !! There I 
have placed the ark, in which is the covenant 
a the Lorp that he made with the people of 

israel.” 


Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication - 


!2Then Solomon stood before the altar of the 
Lorp in front of the whole assembly of Israel and 
spread out his hands. Now he had made a 
bronze platform, five cubits? long, five cubits 
wide and three cubits» high, and had placed it in 
the center of the outer court. He stood on the 
platform and then knelt down before the whole 


"13 That is, about 4 1/2 feet (about 1.3 meters) 
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assembly of Israel and spread out his hands 
toward heaven 
Loxp, God of israel, there is no God like 
| heaven or on earth—you who keep 
covenant of love with your servants who 
»ntinue W holeheartedly in your way. You 
have kept your promise to your servant David 
my father; with your mouth you have prom- 
sed and with your hand you have fulfilled 
1—as it is today 
«Now Lorp, God of Israel, keep for your 
servant David my father the promises you 
made to him when you said, “You shall never 
fail to have a man to sit before me on the 
thron@of Israel, if only your sons are carefulin 
all they do to walk before me according to my 
law, as you have done.’ !7And now, O Lorp, 
God of Israel, let your word that you promised 
your servant David come true 
s“But will God really dwell on earth with 
men? The heavens, even the highest heavens, 
cannot contain you. How much less this tem- 
ple I have built! 12Yet give attention to your 
servant’s prayer and his plea for mercy, 1e} 
Lorp my God. Hear the cry and the prayer 
that vour servant is praying in your presence. 
20May your eyes be open toward this temple 
day and night, this place of which you said 
you would put your Name there. May you 
hear the prayer your servant prays toward 
this place. ?!Hear the supplications of your 
servant and of your people Israel when they 
pray toward this place. Hear from heaven, 
your dwelling place; and when you hear, for- 


He said. 


“When a man wrongs his neighbor and is 
required to take an oath and he comes and 
swears the oath before your altar in this tem- 
ple, 3then hear from heaven and act. Judge 
between your servants, repaying the guilty by 
bringing down on his own head what he has 
done. Declare the innocent not guilty and so 
establish his innocence. 
24”"When your people Israel have been de- 
feated by an enemy because they have sinned 
against you and when they turn back and con- 
fess your name, praying and making supplica- 
tion before you in this temple, then hear 
from heaven and forgive the sin of your 
people Israel and bring them back to the land 
you gave to them and their fathers. 
26’"When the heavens are shut up and there 
is no rain because your people have sinned 
against you, and when they pray toward this 
place and confess your name and turn from 
their sin because you have afflicted them, 
Zthen hear from heaven and forgive the sin of 
your servants, your people Israel. Teach them 
the right way to live, and send rain on the land 
you gave your people for an inheritance 
2”When famine or plague comes to the 
land, or blight or mildew, locusts or grasshop- 
pers, or when enemies besiege them in any of 
their cities, whatever disaster or disease may 
come, %and when a prayer or plea is made by 
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any of your people Israel—each one aware of 
his afflictions and pains, and spreading out 
his hands toward this temple— “then hear 
from heaven, your dwelling place. Forgive, 
and deal with each man-according to all he 
does, since you know his heart (for you alone 
know the hearts of men), #!so that they will 
fear you and walk in your ways all the time 
they live in the land you gave our fathers, 

32" As for the foreigner who does not belong, 
to your people Israel but has come from a 
distant land because of your great name and 
your mighty hand and your outstretched arm 
—when he comes and prays toward this tem- 
ple, ‘then hear from heaven, your dwelling 
place, and do whatever the foreigner asks of 
you, so that all the peoples of the earth may 
know your name and fear you, as do your 
own people Israel, and may know that this 
house | have built bears your Name. 

’When your people go to war against 
their enemies, wherever you send them, and 
when they pray to you toward this city you 
have chosen and the temple I have built for 
your Name, %then hear from heaven their 
prayer and their plea, and uphold their cause. 

36When they sin against you—for there is 
no one who does not sin—and you become 
angry with them and give them over to the 
enemy, who takes them captive to a land far 
away or near; 3?and if they have a change of 
heart in the land where they are held captive, 
and repent and plead with you in the land of 
their captivity and say, ‘We have sinned, we 
have done wrong and acted wickedly’; Mand if 
they turn back to you with all their heart and 
soul in the land of their captivity where they 
were taken, and pray toward the. you 
gave their fathers, toward the city you have 
chosen and toward the temple I have built for 
your Name; *then from heaven, your dwell- 
ing place, hear their prayer and their pleas, 
and uphold their cause. And forgive your 
people, who have sinned against you. 

40’’Now, my God, may your eyes be open 
and your ears attentive to the prayers offered 
in this place. 


41Now arise, O Lorp God, and come to 
your resting place, 
you and the ark of your might. 


May your priests, O Lorp God, be clothed 


with salvation, 
may your saints rejoice in your — 
goodness, 
20 Lorp God, do not reject your anointed 
one. 


Remember the great love promised to_ 
David your servant, bs 


The Dedication of the Temple 
When Solomon finished praying, fire 


came 
down from heaven and consumed the burnt 


offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of 


Lorp filled the temple. The priests could notenter 


the temple of the Lorp because the glory of 
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it. 3When all the Israelites saw the fire 
pees and the glory of the Lorp above the 
temple, they knelt on the pavement with their 
faces to the ground, and they worshiped and gave 
thanks to the Lor, saying, 
‘He is good; : 2 
his love endures forever. 
4Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices 
before the Lorp. 5And King Solomon offered a 
sacrifice of twenty-two thousand head of cattle 
and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep and 
goats, So the king and alll the people dedicated the 
temple of God, The priests took their positions, as 
did the Levites with the Lorp’s musical instru- 
ments, which King David had made for praising 
the Lorp and which were used when he gave 
thanks, saying, “His love endures forever.’ Oppo- 
site the Levites, the priests blew their trumpets, 
and all the Israelites were standing. 
7Solomon consecrated’ the middle part of the 
courtyard in front of the temple of the Lorp, and 
there he offered burnt offerings and the fat of the 
fellowship offerings,“ because the bronze altar he 
had made could not hold the burnt offerings, the 
grain offerings and the fat portions. : 
8So Solomon observed the festival at that time 
for seven days, and all Israel with him—a vast 
assembly, people from Lebo? Hamath to the Wadi 
of Egypt. 9On the eighth day they held an assem- 
bly, for they had celebrated the dedication of the 
altar for seven days and the festival for seven days 
more. !0On the twenty-third day of the seventh 
month he sent the people to their homes, joyful 
and glad in heart for the good things the Lorp had 
done for David and Solomon and for his people 
Israel 


The Lorp Appears to Solomon 


'lWhen Solomon had finished the temple of the 
Lorp and the royal palace, and had succeeded in 
carrying out all he had in mind to do in the temple 
of the Lorp and im his own palace, !2the Lorp 
appeared to him at night and said: 


“I have heard your prayer and have chosen 
this place for myself as a temple for sacrifices. 

15’When I shut up the heavens so that there 
is no rain, or command locusts to devour the 
land or send a plague among my people, ‘4if 
my people, who are called by my name, will 
humble themselves and pray and seek my 


7:3 A High-Water Mark 


Solomon’s prayer in chapter 6 and God’s response 
in chapter 7 marked a high point in Israel's 
existence as a nation. United, the Israelites 
gathered before the gleaming new temple. They 
saw fire come down from heaven and the glory of 
the Lord fill the temple. Later, when this building 
was destroyed, Ezra led a drive to build a new 
temple, But the dramatic scene of God’s glory 
coming down was never duplicated, 


— 


*? Traditionally peace offerings 


80 
Hiram; also in verse 18 i fro be aay 


“6 Or charioteers 
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“19 The Hebrew is plural. 


face and ae Eom their 
| hear from heaven an 
vid will heal their land. my eyes 
will be open and my ‘eats attentive 10 oe 
prayers offered in this place, 16} have chosen: 
Fad consecrated this temple so that my Ne 
may be there forever. My eyes and my alae 


will always be there. 
SHR or you, if you walk before me as “ 


D her did, and do allT , — 
a oa decrees and laws, 161 will: - 
establish your royal throne, as 1 covenanted 
with David your father when I said, ‘You shall 
never fail to have a man to rule over Israel. Fug 
19But if youe turn away and forsake the in 
decrees and commands! have given your and 
go off to serve other gods and worship them, : 
20then I will uproot Israel from my land, 
which I have given them, and will reject this 
temple I have consecrated for my Name. | will 
make it a byword and an object of ridicule 
among all peoples. 21And though this temple o) 
is now so imposing, all who pass by will be 
appalled and say, ‘Why has the LorD done 
such a thing to this land and to this temple?’ 
22People will answer, ‘Because they have for- 
saken the Logp, the God of their fathers, who ; 
brought them out of Egypt, and have em- 
braced other gods, worshiping and serving 
them—that is why he brought all this disaster 
on them.’ ” ’ 


Solomon’s Other Activities 


8 At the end of twenty years, during which Solo- 
mon built the temple of the Lorp and his own 
palace, Solomon rebuilt the villages that Hiram? 

had given him, and settled Israelites in them. 
3Solomon then went to Hamath Zobah and cap- 
tured it. 4He also built up Tadmor in the desert and 
all the store cities he had built in Hamath. 5He 
rebuilt Upper Beth Horon and Lower Beth Horon 
as fortified cities, with walls and with gates and 
bars, 6as well as Baalath and all his store cities, and 
all the cities for his chariots and for his horsese — 
whatever he desired to build in Jerusalem, in Leba- 
non and throughout all the territory he ruled. 

7All the people left from the Hittites, Amorites, 
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites (these peoples 
were not Israelites), 8that is, their descendants re- 
maining in the land, whom the Israelites had not 
destroyed—these Solomon conscripted for his 
slave labor force, as it is to this day. 9But Solomon 
did not make slaves of the Israelites for his work; 
they were his fighting men, commanders of his 
captains, and commanders of his chariots and 
charioteers. !0They were also King Solomon's chief 
officials—two hundred and fifty officials super- 
vising the men. “ 

Solomon brought Pharaoh’s daughter from 
the City of David to the palace he canbe her 
ie - pi ae wife must not live in the f 

avid king of Israel, because the places the, 
the Lor has entered are holy.” re fae cr 


20n the altar of the Loxp that he had built in > 
42 Hebrew Huram, a variantof ; 
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front of the partied, Solomon aac ritonal it of 
ferings to the Lown, Ma Med by Moses for 
quirement (or ore jd the three annual feants 
Sabbaths, New Ved Bread, the Feast of 

te sort Tabernacles, Min keeping: 
vint wince of his father David, he aps 
Nintodt the divisions Of the priests for their duties, 
Poin Lovites to lead the praise and to assist the 
priests according to each day's requirement, He 
also appointed the gatekeepers by divisions for the 
various gates, because this was what David the 
man of God had ordered. They did not deviate 
from the king’s commands to the priests or to the 
Levites in any matter, including that of the treasure 


ies 
16All Solomon's work was carried out, from the 
day the foundation of the temple of the Logp was 
laid until its completion, So the temple of the Loxp 
was finished 
I7Then Solomon went to Ezion Geber and Elath 
on the coast of Edom, And Hiram sent him ships 
commanded by his own officers, men who knew 
the sea, These, with Solomon's men, sailed to 
Ophir and brought back four hundred and fifty 
talents of gold, which they delivered to King 
Solomon 
The Queen of Sheba Visits Solomen 
When the queen of Sheba heard of Solomon’s 
9 ame, she came to Jerusalem to test him with 
hard questions. Arriving with a very great caravan 
—with camels carrying spices, large quantities of 
gold, and precious stones—she came to Solomon 
and talked with him about all she had on her mind. 
2Solomon answered all her questions; nothing was 
too hard for him to explain to her. 3When the 
queen of Sheba saw the wisdom of Solomon, as 
well as the palace he had built, 4the food on his 
table, the seating of his officials, the attending ser- 
vants in their robes, the cupbearers in their robes 
and the burnt offerings he made at® the temple of 
the Lorp, she was overwhelmed. 
SShe said to the king, “The report | heard in my 
own country about your achievements and your 
wisdom is true. 6But I did not believe what they 
said until I came and saw with my own eyes. In- 
deed, not even half the greatness of your wisdom 
was told me; you have far exceeded the report I 
heard. 7How happy your men must be! How hap- 
py your officials, who continually stand before you 
and hear your wisdom! §Praise be to the Lorp your 
God, who has delighted in you arid placed you on 


8:11 Inconsistent Ethics 

Solomon scrupulously kept Pharaoh's daughter, a 
Gentile foreigner, apart from the Jewish sacred 
places. Yet as the book of Kings shows, he 
eventually allowed his foreign wives to bring in 
ieee idols, which had a disastrous effect on 
israel, 


“18 That is, about 17 tons (about 16 metric tons) 
metric tans) 410 Probably a variant of almugwood 
7 12 pounds (about 3.5 kilograms) 


'4 Or the ascent by which he went up to 
#13 That is, about 25 tons (about 23 metric tons) 
£16 That is, about 3 V4 pounds (about 1.7 kilograms) se cree 


his throne as king to rule for the Lowo your God. 
Becaune of the love of your God for leraet 

desire to uj them forever, he has made you 
king over them, fo maintain justice and righteous 


queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon. 

10The men of Hiram and the men of Solomon 
brought gold from Ophir; they also brought al- 
gumwood? and precious stones. UThe king used 
the algumwood to make steps for the temple of the 
Loxp and for the royal palace, and to make harps A 
and lyres for the musicians, like 
ever been seen in Judah.) 

King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all she 
desired and asked for, he gave her more than ohe 
had brought to him, Then she left and returned 
with her retinue to her own country. 
Solomon’s Splendor - 

13The weight of the gold that Solomon received 
yearly was 666 talents, }4not including the reve- 
nues brought in by merchants and traders. Also all 
the kings of Arabia and the governors of the land 
brought gold and silver to Solomon. 

15King Solomon made two hundred large 
shields of hammered gold; six hundred bekas/of _ 
hammered gold went into each shield. 1#He also * 
made three hundred small shields of hammered 
gold, with three hundred bekass of gold in each 
shield, The king put them in the Palace of the 
Forest of Lebanon. asl 

17Then the king made a great throne inlaid 
ivory and overlaid with pure gold. 18The throne 
had six steps, and a footstool of gold was attached 
to it. On both sides of the seat were armrests, with 
a lion standing beside each of them. !%Twelve lions 
stood on the six steps, one at either end of each 
step. Nothing like it had ever been made for any 
other kingdom. 29All King Solomon’s goblets were 
gold, and all the household articles in the Palace of 


9:12 An Unfounded Rumor 

The Queen of Sheba has mistakenly down in 
legend as one of Solomon’s lovers. The king had — 
700 wives and 300 concubines, but the Queen of 
Sheba was not among them. 

The Queen's personal visit from hundreds of 
miles away shows Jerusalem’s reputation as the 
sumptuous showpiece of the Middle East. She was 
probably oa a high-level diplomatic mission. 

5 ki 


Solomon’ a huge threat to — 
her land, whic! icy oe had held a trade f 
monopoly over the land route through 


iron and copper- i He traded 
these products to Arabia and Africa for gold, silver, 
ivory, and exotic animals. Evidently, he and the 
queen reached:an agreement. 
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2 CHRONICLES 9:21 
the Forest of Lebanon were 
was made of silver, because silver was considered 
wittle value in Solomon’s day, 2!The king had a 
fleet of trading ships manned by Hiram’s' men, 
Once every three years it returned, carrying gold, 
silver and ivory, and apes and baboons, 

2King Solomon was greater in riches and wis- 
dom than all the other kings of the earth, 28All the 
kings of the earth sought audience with Solomon 
to hear the wisdom God had put in his heart. 

24Year after year, everyone who came brought 4 

gift—articles of silver and gold, and robes, weaPp™ 

ons and spices, and horses and mules. 

28Solomon had four thousand stalls for horses 

and chariots, and twelve thousand horses,‘ which 
he kept in the chariot cities and also with him in 
Jerusalem, 2¢He ruled over all the kings from the 
Riverd to the land of the Philistines, as far as the 
border of Egypt. 27The king made silver as com= 
mon in Jerusalem as stones, and cedar as plentiful 
as sycamore-fig trees in the foothills 28Solomon’s 
horses were imported from Egypt’ and from all 
other countries. 

Solomon’s Death 

2%As for the other events of Solomon’s reign, 
from beginning to end, are they not written in the 
records of Nathan the prophet, in the prophecy of 
Ahijah the Shilonite and in the visions of Iddo the 
seer concerning Jeroboam son of Nebat? 30Solo- 
mon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel forty 
years. 3!Then he rested with his fathers and was 
buried in the city of David his father. And Reho- 
boam his son succeeded him as king. 
Israel Rebels Against Rehoboam 
1 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all the Isra- 
elites had gone there to make him king. 
2When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard this (he was 
in Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon), 
he returned from Egypt. 3So they sent for Jero- 
boam, and he and all Israel went to Rehoboam and 
said to him: 4’Your father put a heavy yoke on us, 
but now lighten the harsh labor and the heavy 
yoke he put on us, and we will serve you.” 
5Rehoboam answered, “Come back to me in 
three days.” So the people went away 
Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who 
had served his father Solomon during his lifetime. 
How would you advise me to answer these 
people?” he asked 

They replied, “If you will be kind to these 
people and please them and give them a favorable 
answer, they will always be your servants.” 

sBut Rehoboam rejected the advice the elders 
gave him and consulted the young men who had 
grown up with him and were serving him. 9He 
asked them, “What is your advice? How should 
we answer these people who say to me, ‘Lighten 
the yoke your father put on us'?” 

‘The young men who had grown up with him 
replied, “Tell the people who have said to you, 
Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but make our 
yoke lighter’—tell them, “My little finger is thicker 


pure gold. Nothing 


1 Hebrew 
Euphrates 


of ships that could go to Tarshish 
28 Or possibly Mucur, a region in Cilicia 


“21 Hebrew Huram, a variant of Hiram 


382 


than my father’s waist. 11My father Jaid on * 
heavy yoke; | will make it even heavier. My 

scourged you with whips; [I will scourge you with. 
scorpions.” . ' 


12Three days later Jeroboam and all the people 
returned to Rehoboam, as the king had said, 
“Come back to me in three days.” 13The king an- 
swered them harshly. Rejecting the advice of the 
elders, lhe followed the advice of the young men 
and said, ‘My father made your yoke heavy; iL 
make it even heavier. My father scourged with 
whips; I will scourge you with scorpions.” 15So the 
king did not listen to the people, for this turn of 
events was from God, to fulfill the word the Lorp 
had spoken to Jeroboam son of Nebat through 
Ahijah the Shilonite. 

16When all Israel saw that the king refused to 
listen to them, they answered the king: 


“What share do we have in David, 
what part in Jesse’s son? 
To your tents, O Israel! 
Look after your own house, O David!’ 


So all the Israelites went home. !7But as for the 
Israelites who were living in the towns of Judah, 
Rehoboam still ruled over them, 

18King Rehoboam sent out Adoniram,! who 
was in charge of forced labor, but the Israelites 
stoned him to death. King Rehoboam, however, 
managed to get into his chariot and escape to 
Jerusalem. 19So Israel has been in rebellion against 
the house of David to this day. 
1 When Rehoboam arrived in Jerusalem, he 

mustered the house of Judah and Benjamin 

—a hundred and eighty thousand fighting men— 
to make war against Israel and to regain the king- 
dom for Rehoboam. 

2But this word of the Lorp came to Shemaiah 
the man of God: 3“Say to Rehoboam son of Solo- 
mon king of Judah and to all the Israelites in Judah 
and Benjamin, 4’This is what the Lorp says: Do not 
go up to fight against your brothers. Go home, 
every one of you, for this is my doing.’ “ So they 
obeyed the words of the Lorp and turned back 
from marching against Jeroboam. 


Rehoboam Fortifies Judah 


5Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem and built up 
towns for defense in Judah: Bethlehem, Etam, 


10:19 Playing Down the 
Rebellion 

Second Chronicles pays little attention to the 
rebellion of the ten northern tribes against the two 
tribes in Judah. As the book of Kings shows, the 
two kingdoms existed side by side, and the North, 
Israel, often achieved more power than the South, 
But Chronicles, written to survivors in the South, 
oe the rg of the North. In fact, in 
several it word Israel to refer 

South, Judah. ee 
OO 


(25 Or chartoteers 


118 Hebrew Hadoram, a variant of Adoniram 
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sGath, Mare- 

Tekoa, “Beth Zur, Bocu, Adullam, i A 
h, Ziph, *Adoraim, Lachis ‘Azekah, Zorah, 
‘ee « fortified cities in 


Ayalon and Hebron Te strengthened their de- 
Judah and Henin inders in them, with sup- 
ae "ive oil and wine. He put shields 
plies of (rt the cities, and made them very 
ane oP’ Judah and Benjamin were his. 

oi priests and Levites from all their districts 


inaughout Israel sided with him. The Levites 
abandoned their pasturelands and property, 
{came to Judah and Jerusalem because Jero- 
‘nv and his sons had rejected them as priests of 
the Lord. !And he appointed his own priests for 
the high places and for the goat and calf idols he 
had made. !¢Those from every tribe of Israel who 
set their hearts on seeking the Lor, the God of 
Isracl, followed the Levites to Jerusalem to offer 
sacrifces to the Lorp, the God of their fathers. 
They strengthened the kingdom of Judah and 
supported Rehoboam son of Solomon three years, 
walking in the ways of Dav id and Solomon during 
this ime 


Rehoboam’s Family 
WWRehoboam married Mahalath, who was the 
daughter of David's son Jerimoth and of Abihail, 
the daughter of Jesse's son Eliab. !9She bore him 
sons; Jeush, Shemariah and Zaham, Then he 
married Maacah daughter of Absalom, who bore 
him Abyjah, Attai, Ziza and Shelomith. 21Reho- 
boam loved Maacah daughter of Absalom more 
than any of his other wives and concubines. In all, 
he had eighteen wives and sixty concubines, 
twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters. 
2Rehoboam appointed Abijah son of Maacah to 
be the chief prince among his brothers, in order to 
make him king. He acted wisely, dispersing 
some of his sons throughout the districts of Judah 
ind Benjamin, and to all the fortified cities. He 
vave them abundant provisions and took many 
wives for them 
Shishak Attacks Jerusalem 
1 After Rehoboam’s position as king was 
established and he had become strong, he 
and all Israel’ with him abandoned the law of the 
Lorp. 2Because they had been unfaithful to the 
Lor, Shishak king of Egypt attacked Jerusalem in 
the fifth year of King Rehoboam. With twelve 
hundred chariots and sixty thousand horsemen 
and the innumerable troops of Libyans, Sukkites 
and Cushites? that came with him from Egypt, 4he 
captured the fortified cities of Judah and came as 
far as Jerusalem 
5Then the prophet Shemaiah came to Rehoboam 
and to the leaders of Judah who had assembled in 
Jerusalem for fear of Shishak, and he said to them, 
“This is what the Lorp says, ‘You have abandoned 
me; therefore, | now abandon you to Shishak.’ ” 
6The leaders of Israel and the king humbled 
themselves and said, “The Lorp is just.” 
7When the Lorp saw that they humbled them- 
selves, this word of the Lorp came to Shemaiah: 


eve 


“1 Thatis, Judah, as frequently in 2 Chronicles 


3 That is, people from the upper Nile region 
manuscripts and Syriac (see also 2 Chron, 11:20 and 1 Kings 15:2); Hebrew Micaiah - 


2 CHRONICLES 13:5 


“Since they have humbled themselves, I will not 
destroy them but will soon give them deliverance. 
My wrath will not be poured out on Jerusalem 
through Shishak. *They will, however, become 
subject to him, so that they miay learn the differ- 
ence between serving me and serving the kings of 
cther lands.” 

9When Shishak king of Egypt attacked Jerusa- 
lem, he carried off the treasures of the temple of 
the Lorp and the treasures of the royal palace. He 
took everything, including the gold shields Solo- 
mon had made. !0So King, Rehoboam made bronze 
shields to replace them and assigned these tothe =~ 
commanders of the guard on duty at the entrance 
to the royal palace. !'Whenever the king went to 
the Lorp’s temple, the guards went with him, 
bearing the shields, and afterward they returned 
them to the guardroom. 

12Because Rehoboam humbled himself, the 
Lorp’s anger turned from him, and he was not 
totally destroyed. Indeed, there was some good in 
Judah. P 

13King Rehoboam established himself firmly in 
Jerusalem and continued as king. He was forty- 
one years old when he became king, and he 
reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city the 
Loxp had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel in 
which to put his Name. His mother’s name was 
Naamah; she was an Ammonite. 1#He did evil be- 
cause he had not set his heart on seeking the Lorp. 

15As for the events of Rehoboam’s reign, from 
beginning to end, are they not written in the 
records of Shemaiah the prophet and of Iddo the 
seer that deal with genealogies? There was con- 
tinual warfare between Rehoboam and Jeroboam. 
16Rehoboam rested with his fathers and was bur- 
ied in the City of David. And Abijah his son suc- 
ceeded him as king. 


Abijah King of Judah 


1 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Jero- 
boam, Abijah became king of Judah, 2and he 

reigned in Jerusalem three years. His mother’s 
name was Maacah,‘ a daughteré of Uriel of Gibe- 
ah, ™ 

There was war between Abijah and Jeroboam. 
3Abijah went into battle with a force of four hun- 
dred thousand able fighting men, and Jeroboam 
drew up a battle line against him with eight hun- 
dred thousand able troops. 

4Abijah stood on Mount Zemaraim, in the hill 
country of Ephraim, and said, “Jeroboam and all 
Israel, listen to me! 5Don’t you know that the 
Lorp, the God of Israel, has given the kingship of 
Israel to, David and his descendants forever by a 


13:4 A Brighter Outlook 
Typically, Chronicles paints a rosy Legian 
Judah’s kings. The account of Abijah in Kii 
example, tells nothing of this speech and 
his reign as wicked (1 Kings 15:1-8). 
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2 CHRONICLES 13:6 

t Jeroboam son of Nebat, an 
on of David, rebelled against 
orthless scoundrels gathered 
ie und him and opposed Rehoboam son ‘of Solo- 
mon when he was young and indecisive and not 


strong enough to resist them, i 
8And now you plan to resist the kingdom of the 


Lorp, which is in the hands of David's descend- 
ants, You are indeed a vast army and have with 
you the golden calves that Jeroboam made to be 
your gods. 9But didn’t you drive out the priests of 
the Lorp, the sons of Aaron, and the Levites, and 
make priests of your own ‘as the peoples of other 
lands do? Whoever comes to consecrate himself 
with a young bull and seven rams may become @ 
priest of what are not gods 
10As for us, the Lorp is our God, and we have 
The priests who serve the Lorp 
are sons of Aaron, and the Levites assist them. 
Every morning and evening they present burnt 
offerings and fragrant incense to the Lorp. They 
set out the bread on the ceremonially clean table 
and light the lamps on the gold lampstand every 
evening. We are observing the requirements of the 
Lorp our God. But you have forsaken him, God 
is with us; he is our leader His priests with their 
trumpets will sound the battle cry against you. 
Men of Israel, do not fight against the Lorp, the 
God of your fathers, for you will not succeed.” 
13Now Jeroboam had sent troops around to the 
rear, so that while he was in front of Judah the 
ambush was behind them. 14Judah turned and saw 
that they were being attacked at both front and 
rear. Then they cried out to the Lorp. The priests 
blew their trumpets !5and the men of Judah raised 
the battle cry, At the sound of their battle cry, God 
routed Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and 
Judah. 16The Israelites fled before Judah, and God 
delivered them into their hands. 17Abijah and his 
men inflicted heavy losses.on them, so that there 
were five hundred thousand casualties among Is- 
rael’s able men, 18The men of Israel were subdued 
on that occasion, and the men of Judah were vic- 
torious because they relied on the Lorp, the God 
of their fathers. 
19Abijah pursued Jeroboam and took from him 
the towns of Bethel, Jeshanah and Ephron, with 
their surrounding villages. 2°Jeroboam did not re- 
gain power during the time of Abijah. And the 
Lorp struck him down and he died. 
21But Abijah grew in strength. He married four- 
teen wives and had twenty-two sons and sixteen 
daughters. 
2The other events of Abijah’s reign, what he 
did and what he said, are written in the annota- 


covenant of salt? 6Ye 
official of Solomon s¢ 
his master. 7Some we 


not forsaken him 


and the high places, smashed the sacred stones 
and cut down the Asherah poles.“ “He com 
manded Judah to seek the LORD, the God of their 
fathers, and to obey his laws and commands. 

removed the high places and incense altars in 
every town in Judah, and the kingdom was at 
peace under him, 6He built up the fortified cities of 
Judah, since the land was at peace. No one was at a 
war with him during those years, for the LoRD 


ave him rest. 
ik towns,” he said to 


7Let us build up these 
Judah, “and put walls around them, with towers, 
gates and bars. The Jand is still ours, because we 


have sought the Loxp our God; we sought him and 
he has given us rest on every side.” So they built 


and prospered. 
8Asa had an army of three hundred thousand 


men from Judah, equipped with large shields and 
with spears, and two hundred and eighty thou- 
sand from Benjamin, armed with small shields and 
with bows. All these were brave fighting men. 

9Zerah the Cushite marched out against them 
with a vast army and three hundred chariots, 
arid came as far as Mareshah. !0Asa went out to 
meet him, and they took up battle positions in the 
Valley of Zephathah near Mareshah. 

11 Then Asa called to the Lorp his God and said, 
“Lorp, there is no one like you to help the power- 
less against the mighty. Help us, O Lorp our God, 
for we rely on you, and in your name we have 
come against this vast army. © Lorp, you are our 
God; do not let man prevail against you.” 

12The Lorp struck down the Cushites before 
Asa and Judah. The Cushites fled, 13and Asa and 
his army pursued them as far as Gerar. Such a 
great number of Cushites fell that they could not 
recover; they were crushed before the Lorp and 
his forces. The men of Judah carried off a large 
amount of plunder. They destroyed all the vil- 
lages around Gerar, for the terror of the Lorp had 
fallen upon them, They plundered all these vil- 
lages, since there was much booty there. 1sThey 
also attacked the camps of the herdsmen and car- 
ried off droves of sheep and goats and camels. 
Then they returned to Jerusalem. 


Asa’s Reform 


1 5 The Spirit of God came upon Azariah son of 
. Oded. 2He went out to meet Asa and said to 
him, “Listen to me, Asa and all Judah and Benja- 
min. The Lorp is with you when you are with him, + 
If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you 
forsake him, he will forsake you. 3For a long time 
Israel was without the true God, without a priest to 
teach and without the law. 4But in their distress 


tions of the prophet Iddo. 

1 And Abijah rested with his fathers and was 
buried in the City of David. Asa his son 

succeeded him as king, and in his days the country 

was at peace for ten years. 


Asa King of Judah 


2Asa did what was good and right i 
) ight in the eyes of 
the Lorp his God. 3He removed the cigs aitaed 


they turned to the Lorn, the God of Israel, and 
sought him, and he was found by them. 5In those 
days it was not safe to travel about, for all the 
inhabitants of the lands were in great turmoil. 
6One nation was being crushed by another and 
one city by another, because God was troubling 
= with aise kind of distress. 7But as for you, 
. be strong and do not gi 
pees give up, for your work will be 


43 That is, symbols of the goddess Asherah; hi ronicles: 
with an army of thousands upon thousands fe cae 


'9 Hebrew with an army of a thousand thousands or 
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Lessons from the Battlefield sn 


What made Judah win some ware and lowe oters?# —— 


Do not be atraid or dive couraged ber aust of the king A Avsyria and the vast army with tien, tor there 


is a greater power with us than with him. 74 


‘a king, of Judah had a whickby etul reign. he a tess, much of the action in 1 Checructes 
Wee place on 3 battled, kad, tea alee Manete the bak» greenery A wat: “Veseithe 
sell and rely totally on Cod—reyatthess of the odds again you, 1 you (hy On yo On 
lary mught oF that of pawertul negtinors, yous will lose.” 


Listening to the Prophets 
hagher 12, for exarnphe, tells oA a grave crisis facing judatys test fore ite 

Rehoboarn’s revi, a huge military machine from bgypt hed in and Lniseal 
Survunded, tehoboan wanted 2 wot of hope trom 2 prophet. lestead, te gt 2 ceate: “This 
6, “You have abandoned me; theretore, | now seandon you to Gridhake ” FL), 
$u he armies of Egypt to punish Judah tor its errors, This errant sete 
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Often the kings of Judah ignored their prophets’ hard advice. But in this fest case, 
Kehoe spented and humbled hinnett, saving his country trom even greater 


A Wrong Way and a Right Way , 
Few kings had the faith to believe in God alone at moments of great perl. Even the best of 
them reached into the royal treasury and purchased help trom neighboring nations. When 
did, Judah usually ended up weaker than before. But 2 Chronicles concentrates on the 4 
moments, vinen kings turned to Cee wie the be ‘he 
King jehoshaphat was a texthook example o proper respome. He called the entire nation — 
Fred St ina gant prayer meeting (26:4-22). When the time came tor battle, he sent 2 cheat in 
+ armny lo sing praises to Cod. judahis enemies all tumed on each other and ke 


armies marched home victorious. ¥ sa ‘ 


at the Le 


front 

Jehonhaphat’s 

Hezekiah's Faith santa ws re 
Perhaps the greatest single example of a king tollowing his prophet’s ads 

reign of Hezeiiah, The Bible reports the incident in three places: Z 2, Ting 16, 

and \saiah 4-37. At the time, judah’s situation looked hopeless. Mighty had taken 27 cities 


and villages in judah and was now ples dees to jerusalem. adthd me . 
ye 5 ~ ee - 


oA fi 


Hezekiah showed his true moral strength 
himself in prayer. God granted a miracle that drove off the Assyrian army , 
Second Chronicles stressed incidents like these 2s 2 lesson to its first readers, who had : - 
inherited a land in ruins. Looking back over their history, they could see what had gone wrong: . 
the nation had forgotten to rely on God. To rebuild thew nation they would have to relearn the oe 
vienple faith that had brought them victory in the past. by 
Lite Questions: What does it mean to trust Cod completely today? 
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2 CHRONICLES 15:17 
cah from her position as queen mother, because 
she had made a repulsive Asherah pole, Asa cut 
the pole down, broke it up and burned it in the 
Kidron Valley. !7Although he did not remove the 
high places from Israel, Asa‘s heart was fully com= 
mitted to the Loxb, all his life. !SHe brought into 
the temple of God the silver and gold and the 
articles that he and his father had dedicated 
There was no more war until the thirty-fifth 
year of Asa’s reign 
Asa’s Last Years 

6 In the thirty-sixth year of Asa’s reign Baasha 
1 King of Israel went up against Judah and 
fortified Ramah to prevent anyone from leaving or 
entering the territory of Asa king of Judah. 

>Asa then took the silver and gold out of the 

treasuries of the Lorp’s temple and of his own 
palace and sent it to Ben-Hadad king of Aram, who 
was ruling in Damascus. 3“Let there be a treaty 
between me and you,” he said, “as there was be- 
tween my father and your father. See, | am send- 
ing you silver and gold. Now break your treaty 
with Baasha king of Israel so he will withdraw 
from me 

4Ben-Hadad agreed with King Asa and sent the 
commanders of his forces against the towns of 
Israel, They conquered Ijon, Dan, Abel Maimé# 
and all the store cities of Naphtali. 5When Baasha 
heard this, he stopped building Ramah and aban- 
doned his work. *Then King Asa brought all the 
men of Judah, and they carried away from Ramah 
the stones and timber Baasha had been using. 
With them he built up Geba and Mizpah. 

At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king 
of Judah and said to him: “Because you relied on 
the king of Aram and not on the Lorp your God, 
the army of the king of Aram has escaped from 
your hand. 8Were not the Cushites’ and Libyans a 
mighty army with great numbers of chariots and 
horsemene? Yet when you relied ‘On the Lorp, he 
delivered them into your hand. 9For the eyes of the 
Lorp range throughout the earth to strengthen 
those whose hearts are fully committed to him. 
You have done a foolish thing, and from now on 
you will be at war.” 

10Asa was angry with the seer because of this; he 
was so enraged that he put him in prison. At the 


15:9 Attracting Converts from 
the North 


For the first 50 years after Jeroboam’s rebellion, 
Israel and Judah fought a civil war. Judah was 
badly outnumbered, but had one great rallying 
point: God's temple in the city of Jerusalem. Many 
of the kings of Israel had built idols on “high 
places’ ’ as alternative worship sites to discourage 
their citizens from making the pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem. But when a Southern king such as Asa 
launched a religious revival, members of the 
Northern tribes would sometimes come over to 
Jerusalem. 


SS 


“4 Also known as Abel Beth Maacah 


°8 That is, people from the upper Nile region 


~~ 
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same time Asa brutally oppressed some of the 

people. ‘iS 
1The events of Asa’s reign, from beginning to 

end, are written in the book of the kings of Judah 

‘and Israel. In the thirtysninth year of his 


i Th 
‘Asa was afflicted with a disease in his feet 
his disease was severe, even in his illness hedid 


seek help from the Lorp, but only from the 
Haetnel Tethen in the forty-first year of his 
reign Asa died and rested with his fathers, “They 
buried him in the tomb that he had cut out for 
himself in the City of David, They laid him on a 
bier covered with spices and various blended per- 
fumes, and they made a huge fire in his honor, 
Jehoshaphat King of Judah 
1 7 Jehoshaphat his son succeeded him as king 
and. strengthened himself against Israel. 
2He stationed troops in all the ied cities of 
Judah and put garrisons in Judah and in the towns 
of Ephraim that his father Asa had captured, 

3The Lorp was with Jehoshaphat because in his 
early years he walked in the ways his father David 
had followed. He did not consult the Baals ¢but 
sought the God of his father and followed his com= 
mands rather than the practices of Israel, SThe 
Lorb established the kingdom under his control; 
and all Judah brought gifts to Jehoshaphat, so that 
he had great wealth and honor. $His heart was 
devoted to the ways of the Lorv; furthermore, he 
removed the high places and the Asherah poles 
from Judah, 

7In the third year of his reign he sent his officials 
Ben-Hail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel and Mi- 
caiah to teach in the towns of Judah, *With them 
were certain Levites—Shemaiah, Nethaniah, 
Zebadiah, Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, 
Adonijah, Tobijah and Tob-Adonijah—and the 
priests Elishama and Jehoram. 9They taught 
throughout Judah, taking with them the Book of 
the Law of the Lorn; they went around to all the 
towns of Judah and taught the people. 

\0The fear of the Loro fell on all the kingdoms of 
the lands surrounding Judah, so that they did not 
make war with Jehoshaphat. ''Some Philistines 
brought Jehoshaphat gifts and silver as tribute, 
and the Arabs brought him flocks; seven thousand 
seven hundred rams and seven thousand seven 
hundred goats. 

!2Jehoshaphat became more and more power- 
ful; he built forts and store cities in Judah Mand 
had large supplies in the towns of Judah. He also 
kept experienced fighting men in Jerusalem. 
Their enrollment by families was as follows: 


From Judah, commanders of units of 1,000: 


16:12 Bad Medical Advice 

King Asa suffered from a serious foot di: 

which some scholars think was dropsy. The Bible 
paiaogl: Ger with physicians because — 
in those days “physicians” were 

used rituals that conflicted with Heythrop 
SS 


“8 Or charioteers 


Adnah the commander, with 300,000 fight: 


ing men) 
Inext, Jehohanan the 
280), 000, 
lonest, Amasiah son of Zileri, 
toored himpelf for the service 
Loxp, with 200,000, 
Perrom Benjamin 
Eliada, a valiant soldier, with 200,000 men 
armed with bows and shields; 
Isnext, Jehozabad, with 180,000 men armed 
for battle 


commander, with 


who volun 
of the 


These were the men who served the king, bey 
sides those he stationed in the fortified cities 
throughout Judah 


Micaiah Prophesies Against Ahab 


18 Now Jehoshaphat had great wealth and 
honor, and he allied himself with Ahab by 
marriage, *Some years later he went down to visit 
Ahab in Samaria. Ahab slaughtered many sheep 
and cattle for him and the people with him and 
urged him to attack Ramoth Gilead Ahab king of 
Israel asked Jehoshaphat king of Judah, “Will you 
go with me against Ramoth Gilead?” 
Jehoshaphat replied, “I am as you are, and my 
people as your people; we will join you in the 
war.’ 4But Jehoshaphat also said to the king of 
Israel, “First seek the counsel of the Lorp.” 
5So the king of Israel brought together the 
prophets—four hundred men—and asked them, 
“Shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or 
shall I refrain?” 
“Go,” they answered, “for God will give it into 
the king’s hand.” 
6But Jehoshaphat asked, “‘Is there not a prophet 
of the Lorp here whom we can inquire of?” 
7The king of Israel answered Jehoshaphat, 
“There is still one man through whom we can 
inquire of the Lorp, but I hate him because he 
never prophesies anything good about me, but 
always bad. He is Micaiah son of Imlah.” 
“The king should not say that,” Jehoshaphat 
replied. 
8So the king of Israel called one of his officials 
and said, “Bring Micaiah son of Imlah at once.” 
9Dressed in their royal robes, the king of Israel 
and Jehoshaphat king of Judah were sitting on 
their thrones at the threshing floor by the entrance 


—— EE 


18:6 A True or False Prophet? 
Looking back from a modern perspective, it is 
difficult to realize the confusion that surrounded 
ancient prophets. Which ones were true 
and which were false? In this case, 400 prophets 
all insisted God said one thing; only one bold man 
contradicted them. King Jehoshaphat sensed a 
falseness in the 400 and insisted on listening to the 
true prophet. Yet, unaccountably, he failed to heed 
Micaiah’s warning. The decision nearly cost him 
his life. See Deuteronomy 18:17-22 for advice on 
distinguishing true prophets from false. 


#23 Or Spirit of 


oa? 
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fo the gate of Samaria, with all the 
propherying before them, Now 

raanal had made iran hong, an 
“Thin iowhat the Lown oaye: ‘With thewe 
gore the Arameans unt they are deatroays 

HAIL the other prophets were prophenyity ( 
same thing vAtack fanvotl itlend and tf saat 
ous,” they said, “for he Lomo will give It inte 
king's hand.” 

HT he mennenger who had gone to summon Mix 
calah said to him, “Look, as one man te ether 
prophets are predicting success for Ihe king, Let 
your word agree with their, and speak ivors 
ably.” 

MBut Micaiah said, “An surely as the Lom liven, 
Tecan tell him only what my God saya.” 

MWhen he arrived, the king asked him, “Mir 
caiah, shall we go to war againet Ramoth Gilead, of 
shall | refrain?” 

“Attack and be victorious,” he answered, “for 
they will be given into your hand.” 

1The king sald to him, “How mar 
I make you swear to tell me nothing 
in the name of the Loup?” 

leThen Micaiah answered, “I saw all Israel seat 
tered on the hills like sheep withou' herd, 
and the Lorp said, ‘These people have no master, 
Let each one go home in peace.’ ” 

1?The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn't 
I tell you that he never prophesies anything good 
about me, but only bad?” 

i8Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word 
of the Lop; I saw the Loxo sitting on his throne 
with all the host of heaven standing on his right 
and on his left. And the Lop said, ‘Who will lure 
Ahab king of Israel into attacking Ramoth Gilead 
and going to his death there?’ 4 

“One suggested this, and another that, 20Fi- 
nally, a spirit came forward, stood before the Loxp 
and said, ‘I will lure him.’ 

“ ‘By what means?’ the Lorv asked. 

21" | will go and be a lying spirit in the mouths 
of all his prophets,’ he said. ‘ 

“You will succeed in luring him,’ said the 
Lorp. ‘Go and do it.” 

22”So now the Lorp has puta lying spirit in the 
mouths of these prophets of yours, The Lorp has 
decreed disaster for you.” 

2Then Zedekiah son of Kenaanah went up and 
slapped Micaiah in the face. “Which way did the 
spirit from@ the Lorv go when he went from me to 
speak to you?” he asked. 

%4Micaiah replied, “You will find out on the day 
you go to hide in an inner room.” 

25The king of Israel then ordered, “Take Micaiah 
and send him back to Amon the ruler of the city 
and to Joash the king’s son, 26and say, ‘This is 
what the king says: Put this fellow in prison and 
seen nothing but bread and water until I return, 
safely.’ ” 

27Micaiah declared, “If you ever return safely, 
the Lorp has not spoken through me.” Then he 

added, “Mark my words, all you people!” 


times must 
tthe truth: 


zt 
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2 CHRONICLES 18:28 


Ahab Killed at Ramoth Gilead 

and Jehoshaphat king of 

Judah went up to Ramoth Gilead. “The king o 

is i said to Jehoshaphat, “I will enter the battle in 
rise, but you wear your royal robes.” So the 

king of Israel disguised himself and went into bat- 


28So the king of Israel 


who do well.” 


the Levites will serve as officials before you, Act \ 
with courage, and may the Lorp be i 
wh, 


Jehoshaphat Defeats Moab and Ammon 


2 After this, the Moabites and Ammonites 
with some of the Meunites* came to make 
war on Jehoshaphat. 


tle. 3 

¥Now the king of Aram had ordered his chariot 2Some men came and told Jehoshaphat, “A vast 

commanders, “Do not fight with anyone, small or army is coming against you from Edom,< from the _ 
other side of the Sea. It is already in Hazazon 


great, except the king of Israel.” 31When the char- 
jot commanders saw Jehoshaphat, they thought, 

This is the king of Israel.” So they turned to attack 
him, but Jehoshaphat cried out, and the LorD 
helped him. God drew them away from him, “for 
the chariot commanders saw that he was not 


when th 
ing of Israel, they stopped pursuing him. 

ut someone drew his bow at random and hit 
the king of Israel between the sections of his ar- 


he died 
1 When Jehoshaphat king of Judah returned 
9 safely to his palace in Jerusalem, 2Jehu the 
the son of Hanani, went out to meet himand 
he king, “Should you help the wicked and 
lovee those who hate the Lorn? Because of this, 
the wrath of the Lorp is upon you. 3There is, 
however, some good in you, for you have nd the 
nd of the Asherah poles and have set your heart 
g God 


seer, 
sa 


Jehoshaphat Appoints Judges 

4Jehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem, and he went 
among the people from Beersheba to the 
ill country of Ephraim and turned them back to 
Lorp, the God of their fathers. 5He appointed 
Hl n the land, in each of the fortified cities of 
Judah. *He told them, “Consider carefully what 
u do, because you are not judging for man but 
tor the Lorp, who is with you whenever you give 
a verdict. 7Now let the fear of the Lorp be upon 
you. Judge carefully, for with the Lorp our God 
there is no injustice or partiality or bribery.” 

8In Jerusalem also, Jehoshaphat appointed some 
of the Levites, priests and heads of Israelite fami- 
lies to administer the law of the Lorp and to settle 
disputes. And they lived in Jerusalem. SHe gave 
them these orders: “You must serve faithfully and 
wholeheartedly in the fear of the Lor. ‘In every 
case that comes before you from your fellow coun- 
trymen who live in the cities—whether bloodshed 
or other concerns of the law, commands, decrees 
or ordinances—you are to warn them not to sin 
against the Lorp; otherwise his wrath will come on 
you and your brothers. Do this, and you will not 
sin. 

1'Amariah the chief priest will be over you in 

any matter concerning the Lorp, and Zebadiah 
son of Ishmael, the leader of the tribe of Judah, will 
be over you in any matter concerning the king, and 


#2 Orand mate ces with *1 Some Septuagint 
manuscripts, Septuagint and Vulgate Aram 


manuscnpts, Hebrew Ammonites 
2 That is, the Dead Sea 


resolved to inquire of the Lor, and he proclaimed 
a fast for all Judah. ‘The people of Judah came 
together to seek help from the Lord; indeed, they 
came from every town in Judah to seek him. 
sThen Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of 
Judah and Jerusalem at the temple of the Lorp in 
the front of the new courtyard ¢and said: 
“© Lorp, God of our fathers, are you - 
the God who is in heaven? You rule over all 
the kingdoms of the nations. Power and 
might are in your hand, and no one can with- 
stand you. 70 our God, did you not drive out 
the inhabitants of this land before your people 
Israel and give it forever to the descendants of 
Abraham your friend? SThey have lived in it 
and have builtin it a sanctuary for your Name, 
saying, ‘If calamity comes upon us, 
the sword of judgment, or plague or famine, 
we will stand in your presence before this 
temple that bears your Name and will cry out 
to you in our distress, and you will hear us 
and save us.” 
10But now here are men from Ammon, 
Moab and Mount Seir, whose territory you — 
would not allow Israel to invade when they 
came from Egypt; so they turned away from 
them and did not destroy them. "See how 
they are repaying us by coming to drive us out 
of the possession you gave us as an inheri- 
tance. 120 our God, will you not judge them? 
For we have no power to face this vast army 
that is attacking us. We do not know what to 
do, but our eyes are upon you.” 


13All the men of Judah, with their wives and ~ 


children and little ones, stood there before the 
Lorb. 

14Then the Spirit of the Lorp came upon Jahaziel 
son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of 
Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite and descend- 
ant of Asaph, as he stood in the assembly. 


20:6 A Model Prayer 
Second Chronicles contains 


ISHe said: “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all 
who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what the 
Lorp says to your ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged 
because of this vast amy For the battle is not 
yours, but God's 1eTomorrow march down 
be tthem. They. will be climbing up by the Pass 
Oy zie, ind you will find them at the end of the 
of 27 tine Desert of Jeruel. '7You will not have to 
fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm 
and see the deliverance the Lorp will give you, O 
Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be 

discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and 
the Lorp will be with you.’ ” 

I8Jehoshaphat bowed with his face to the 
ground, and all the people of Judah and Jerusalem 
fell down in worship before the Lorp. Then 
some Levites from the Kohathites and Korahites 
stood up and praised the Lorp, the God of Israel, 
with very loud voice 

20Early in the morning they left for the Desert of 
Tekoa. As they set out, Jehoshaphat stood and 
said, “Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusa- 
lem! Have faith in the Lorp your God and you will 
be upheld; have faith in his prophets and you will 
be successful.” 21After consulting the people, Je- 
hoshaphat appointed men to sing to the Lorp and 

to praise him for the splendor of his holiness as 
they went out at the head of the army, saying: 


“Give thanks to the Lor, 
for his love endures forever.” 


22As they began to sing and praise, the Lor set 
ambushes against the men of Ammon and Moab 
and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and 
they were defeated. >The men of Ammon and 
Moab rose up against the men from Mount Seir to 
destroy and annihilate them. After they finished 
slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to 
destroy one another. 
24When the men of Judah came to the place that 
overlooks the desert and looked toward the vast 
army, they saw only dead bodies lying on the 
ground; no one had escaped. So Jehoshaphat 
and his men went to carry off their plunder, and 
they found among them a great amount of equip- 
ment and clothing? and also articles of value— 
more than they could take away. There was so 
much plunder that it took three days to collect it. 
26On the fourth day they assembled in the Valley 
of Beracah, where they praised the Lorp. This is 
why it is called the Valley of Beracahs to this day. 
27Then, led by Jehoshaphat, all the men of Judah 
and Jerusalem returned joyfully to Jerusalem, for 
the Lorp had given them cause to rejoice over their 
enemies. 28They entered Jerusalem and went to 
the temple of the Lorp with harps and lutes and 
trumpets. 
2The fear of God came upon all the kingdoms of 
the countries when they heard how the Lorp had 
fought against the enemies of Israel. ~And the 
kingdom of Jehoshaphat was at peace, for his God 
had given him rest on every side. 
#21 Or him with the spiendor of 


means praise 436 Hebrew of ships that could go to Tarshish 
2 Chronicles 


°25 Some Hebrew manuscripts and Vulgate: most Hebrew 
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The End of Jehoshaphat’s Reign oe | 
31S0 Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah. He 
thirty-five years old when he became king 
Judah, and he reigned in Jerusalem 
years. His mother’s name was Azubah daughter 
Shilhi. He walked in the ways of his Asa 
and did not stray from them; he did what was right ‘ 
The high places, how- — 
ever, were not removed, and the people till had 


beginning to end, 
ae ‘of Hanani, which are recorded in the book of 


35Later, Jehoshaphat king of Judah made an al- 
liance with Ahaziah king of Israel, who was guilty 
of wickedness. He agreed with him to construct a 


& 


ziah, the Lorp will destroy what you have made. 
The ships were wrecked and were 
sail to trade. 


phat, were Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah, Azariahu, 
i Shephatiah. All these were sons of 


his firstborn son. 
Jehoram King of Judah 

4When Jehoram established himself firmly over 
his father’s kingdom, he put all his brothers to the 
sword along with some of the princes of Israel. 
SJehoram was thirty-two years old when he 
became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eight 
years. He walked in the ways of the kings of 
Israel, as the house of Ahab had done, for he mar- 
ried a daughter of Ahab. He did evil in the eyes of 
the Lorp. 7Nevertheless, because of the covenant 
the Lorp had made with David, the Lorp was not 
willing to destroy the house of David. He had 
promised to maintain a lamp for him and his 
scendants forever. . 

8In the time of Jehoram, Edom rebelled against 
Judah and set up its own king. 9So Jehoram went 
there with his officers and all his chariots. The 
Edomites surrounded him and his chariot 
manders, but he rose up and 
night. 10To this day-Edom has been in rebellion 
against Judah. . 

Libnah revolted at the same time, Je 
horam had forsaken the Lorp, the God of his fa~ 
thers. !!He had also built high places on the hills of 
Judah and had caused the people of Jerusalem to 
prostitute themselves and had led Judah astray. 


corpses °—°26 Beracah 
"37 Hebrew ssilfor Tarsiush 2 That is, Judah as frequent i 
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12Jehoram received a letter 
prophet, which said: 

“This is what the LoRD, the God of your father 

David, says: ‘You have not walked in the ways 

of your father Jehoshaphat or of Asa king of 
Judah. But you have walked in the ways of 
the kings of Israel, and you have led Judah 
and the people of Jerusalem to prostitute 
themselves, just as the house of Ahab did. 
You have also murdered your own brothers, 
members of your father’s house, men who 
were better than you- 14S0 now the Lorp 1s 
about to strike your people, your sons, your 
wives and everything that is yours, with a 
heavy blow. You yourself will be very ill 
with a lingering disease of the bowels, until 
the disease causes your bowels to come out,’ 


from Elijah the 


1sThe Lorp aroused against Jehoram the hostil- 
ity of the Philistines and ‘of the Arabs who lived 
near the Cushites. !7They attacked Judah, invaded 
it and carried off all the goods found in the king's 
palace, together with his sons and wives. Not a 
son was left to him except Ahaziah,” the youn- 
gest ; 
18After all this, the LORD afflicted Jehoram with 
an incurable disease of the bowels. 19In the course 
of time, at the end of the second year, his bowels 
came out because of the disease, and he died in 
great pain. His people made no fire in his honor, as 
they had for his fathers 

20Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he 
became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eight 
years. He passed away, tono one’s regret, and was 
buried in the City of David, but not in the tombs of 
the kings 


Ahaziah King of Judah 


22 The people of Jerusalem made Ahaziah, Je- 
horam’s youngest son, king in his place, 
since the raiders, who came with the Arabs into 
the camp, had killed all the older sons. So Ahaziah 
son of Jehoram king of Judah began to reign. 
2Ahaziah was twenty-two? years old when he 
became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem one 
year. His mother’s name was Athaliah, a grand- 
daughter of Omri 
3He too walked in the ways of the house of 
Ahab, for his mother encouraged him in doing 
wrong. 4He did evil in the eyes of the Lorp, as the 
house of Ahab had done, for after his father's 
death they became his advisers, to his undoing. 
5He also followed their counsel when he went with 
Joram¢ son of Ahab king of Israel to war against 
Hazael king of Aram at Ramoth Gilead. The Ara- 
means wounded Joram; 6so he returned to Jezreel 
to recover from the wounds they had inflicted on 
him at Ramothé in his battle with Hazael king of 
Aram 
Then Ahaziahe son of Jehoram king of Judah 
went down to Jezreel to see Joram son of Ahab 
because he had been wounded. 


“1? Hebrew Jehoahaz, a variant 
5 Hebrew Jehoram, a variant ¢ 


of Ahaziah 
im; also in verses 6 and 7 


variant of Jehosheba 
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_he went out with Joram Sd toe roy te Me, 


7Through Ahazial 
When Ahaziah arrived 
about Ahaziah's down'al! Met jehu son of 


shi, whom the Lop had anol Z 
house of Ahab, jehu wa! . 
ment on the house of Aida, he found the pot - 
of Judah and the sons of ‘Ahaziah’s relatives, 

had been attending Ahaziah, and he ed them. 
SHe then went in search of Ahaziah, 4) his men 
captured him while he was hiding i" amaria. 
was brought to Jehu and put to death. They buried 
him, for they said, “He was a son of Jeho®’ phat, 
who sought the Lorp with all his heart.” SO 

was no one in the house of Ahaziah Po 
enough to retain the kingdom, — 


Athaliah and Joash = 

10When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw 
that her son was dead, she proceeded to destroy 
the whole royal family of the house of Judah. !!But 
Jehosheba,/ the daughter of King Jehoram, took 
Joash son of Ahaziah and stole him away from 
among the royal princes who were about to be 
murdered and put him and his nurse in a bed- 


Jehoram and wife of the priest Jehoiada, was Aha- 
ziah’s sister, she hid the child from Athaliah so she 
could not kill him. He remained hidden with 
them at the temple of God for six years while 
Athaliah ruled the land. 
23 In the seventh year Jehoiada showed his 
strength. He made a covenant with the com- 
manders of units of a hundred: Azariah son of 
Jeroham, Ishmael son of Jehohanan, Azariah son 
of Obed, Maaseiah son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat 
son of Zicri. 2They went throughout Judah and 
gathered the Levites and the heads of Israelite 
families from all the towns. When they came to 
Jerusalem, 3the whole assembly made a covenant 
with the king at the temple of God. 

Jehoiada said to them, “The king's son shall 
reign, as the Lorp promised concerning the de- 
scendants of David. 4Now this is what you are to 
do: A third of you priests and Levites who are 
going on duty on the Sabbath are to keep watch at 
the doors, 5a third of you at the royal palace and a 
third at the Foundation Gate, and all the other men 
are to be in the courtyards of the temple of the 
Lorp. 6No one is to enter the temple of the Lorp 
except the priests and Levites on duty; they may 
enter because they are consecrated, but all the 


—— 


23:4 The Priests Take up Arms 
Athaliah, daughter of Jezebel, introduced Baal 
worship to Judah and very nearly the 
entire royal line of David. Conditions in Judah got 
so bad that a priest, Jehoiada, took the . 
extraordinary step of arming the Levites for a 
palace coup. They placed the rightful heir, Joash, 


on the throne. 


62 Some Septuagint manuscripts and Syriac (see also 2 Kings 8:26) Hebrew forty:ttee 
eee 46 Hebrew Ramah, a variant of Ramoth 
ptuagint, Vulgate and Syriac (see also 2 Kings 8:29); most Hebrew manuscripts Azariah 


“6 Some Hebrew. . 
U1 Hebrew jehoshabeath, 


must be pet sr 
erever he Bo - 

DP arnc teates and all the men of Judah did just as 
|. Each one took his men 


that had belonged to 

‘God. 19He stationed all the men, 
in his hand, around the 
d the temple, from the 


1iJehoiada and his sons brought out the king’s 
son and put the crown on him; they presented him 
of the covenant and 
ointed him and shouted, “Long live 


with 2 copy 


at the tempi 
was the king. standing by his pillar at the entrance. 
the 


instru: 
Athaliah tor 


Treason! 

lsJehoiada the priest sent out the commanders 
of units of 2 hundred, who were in charge of the 
and said to them: “Bring her out between 
and put to the sword anyone who fol- 
For the priest had said, “Do not put her 
wh at the temple of the Lorp.” 15S0 they 
s she reached the entrance of the Horse 
palace grounds, and there they put her 


to deat 
seized her a: 
Gate on #! 
to deatt 


{sJehoiada then made 2 covenant that he and the 
and the king would be the Lorp’s people. 
All the people went to the temple of Baal and tore 
it down. They smashed the altars and idols and 
killed Mattan the priest of Baal in front of the al- 
tars 

1SThen Jehoiada placed the oversight of the tem- 
ple of the Loap in the hands of the priests, who 
were Levites, to whom David had made assign- 
ments in the temple, to present the burnt offerings 
of the Lorp as written in the Law of Moses, with 
rejoicing and singing, as David had ordered. SHe 
also stationed doorkeepers at the gates of the 
Lorp’s temple so that no one who was in any way 
unclean might enter. 4 

He took with him the commanders of hun- 
dreds, the nobles, the rulers of the people and all 
the people of the land and brought the king down 
from the temple of the Loxp. They went into the 
palace through the Upper Gate and seated the king 
on the royal throne, 2!and all the people of the land 


*> Or 2 observe tee LOmc's command mast Be exter, "14 Orast from the eeoets “26 Or coorenet 


Che kong, tna Shey (see 2 Kangs 1217), 
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2 CHRONICLES 24:18 
Judah came and paid homage to the king, and he 
listened to them. !8They abandoned the temple of 
the Lorn, the God of their fathers, and worshiped 
Asherah poles and idols, Because of their guilt, 
God's anger came upon Judah and Jerusalem. 
Although the Lorp sent prophets to the people 
to bring them back to him, and though they testi- 
fied against them, they would not listen. : 

Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah 
son of Jehoiada the priest. He stood before the 
people and said, “This is what God says: ‘Why do 
you disobey the Loxp’s commands? You will not 
prosper. Because you have forsaken the Lorp, he 
has forsaken you 

21But they plotted against him, and by order of 
the king they stoned him to death in the courtyard 
of the Lorp’s temple. 22King Joash did not remem- 
ber the kindness Zechariah’s father Jehoiada had 
shown him but killed his son, who said as he lay 
May the Lorp see this and call you to 


dying 
account 

23At the turn of the year,4 the army of Aram 
marched against Joash; it invaded Judah and 


Jerusalem and killed all the leaders of the people. 
They sent all the plunder to their king in Damas- 
cus. 4Although the Aramean army had come with 
only a few men, the Lorp delivered into their 


23 Probably in the spring 26 A variant of Jozabad 


hands a much larger army. Because Judah had 
forsaken the Lorn, the God of their fathers, judg 
ment was executed on Joash. ?5When the Ara= 
means withdrew, they left Joash severely wound- 
ed. His officials conspired against him for murder- 
ing the son of Jehoiada the priest, and they killed 
him in his bed. So he died and was buried in the 
City of David, but not in the tombs of the kings. 
26Those who conspired against him were 
Zabad,! son of Shimeath an Ammonite woman, 
and Jehozabad, son of Shimrithe a Moabite 
woman, 27The account of his sons, the many 
prophecies about him, and the record of the resto- 
ration of the temple of God are written in the anno 


— 
24:21 An Infamous Murder 

Joash showed promise in his early years as king. 
But, like many other kings, he could not tolerate 

the damning words of one of God’s prophets. The 
murder carried out on his order brought in enemy 
armies, inspired a conspiracy against Joash, and 
destroyed his reputation forever. Jesus may have 
been speaking of this incident when he alluded to a 
murder hundreds of years later (Luke 11:51; 
Matthew 23:35). 


£26 A variant of Shomer 


<== 


The Great Reformers 
Profiles in courage: the heroic kings of Judab 


“The Loro is with you when you are with him. If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake 


him, he will forsake you.” 15:2 


I: 1954 Senator John F. Kennedy knew he would spend at least six months flat on his back. 
Surgeons,were about to begin work on him to correct an old war injury. How could he best 


spend his time? 


Kennedy decided to use those “idle” hours to research the most courageous indivi i 

; ividuals i 
American history. The idea for a book was born. Profiles in Courage Tenion to win the Pulitzer 
Prize and become a bestseller. Kennedy's study of courageous people inspired the young senator 


to model his own life after them. 


Courage in Judah 


The book of 2 Chronicles can be seen as a kind of “profiles i ee i 
i profiles in courage” for th 
The vast majority of Lie flunked the courage test. But a few exceptions Mie stand ou, ai te 
al , 


2 Chronicles dwells on the: 


This book records a form of courage different from what 


John Kennedy had in mind. Judah was 


drifting further and further away from the worship of the true God. It took great courage to fight 


against that trend and call for a return to the law of Moses. Therefore 
but because of their faithfulness to God. All the 


much because of military or political strength, 


these kings excelled not so 


great reformers described here took over in difficult times. They helped stop, at least temporarily, 


their nation’s tragic slide away from God. 


Asa: Cleaning Up the Land (chapters 14-16) 
Asa inherited a country full of crime and anarchy. He led a wildfire revival, with the whole 


Yeah BNE TASS See 


2 CHRONICLES 25:13 
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i and said, “O 
tations on the book of the kings And Amaziah his 7But a man of God came to him 
son succeeded him as king ig, these troops from Israel must not march with 
you, for the Lop is not with 
Amaziah King of Judah of the people of *Even if you goand fight 


Amaviah was twenty-five years old when he 
25 became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem 
twenty-nine years, His mother’s name was Je- 
hvaddin#; she was from Jerusalem. 2He did what 
was right in the eyes of the Lorp, but not whole- 
heartedly. 3After the kingdom was firmly in his 
control, he executed the officials who had mur- 
dered his father the king. #Yet he did not put their 
sons to death, but acted in accordance with what is 
written in the Law, in the Book of Moses, where 
the Lorp commanded: “Fathers shall not be put to 
death for their children, nor children put to death 
for their fathers; each is to die for his own sins.“ 
SAmaziah called the people of Judah together 
and assigned them according to their families to 
commanders of thousands and commanders of 
hundreds for all Judah and Benjamin. He then 
mustered those twenty years old or more and 
found that there were three hundred thousand 
men ready for military service, able to handle the 
spear and shield. *He also hired a hundred thou- 
sand fighting men from Israel for a hundred tal- 
ents¢ of silver. 


4] Hebrew Jehoaddan, a vanant of Jehoaddin 4 Deut. 24:16 


troops?” 

The man of God replied, “The Loup can give 
you much more than that.” 

100 Amaziah dismissed the troops who had 
come to him from Ephraim and sent them home. 
They were furious with Judah and left for home is 
a great rage. 

i Amaziah then marshaled his strength and led 
his army to the Valley of Salt, where he killed ten 
thousand men of Seir. The army of Judah also 
captured ten thousand men alive, took them to the 
top of a cliff and threw them down so that all were 
dashed to pieces. 

13Meanwhile the troops that Amaziah had sent 
back and had not allowed to take part in the"war 
raided Judean towns from Samaria to Beth Horon- 
They killed three thousand people and carried 
great quantities of plunder. Pi 
6 ‘That is, about 3 3/4 tons (about 3.4 metric tons}; also in were 9 


eS EEEESSS ISSN 

Jehoshaphat: The Organizer (chapters 17-20) : 
Where Asa inspired the nation, Jehoshaphat organized it. He had an outstanding 

policy: he educated his citizens in the Book of the Law and built up a national court system and 

large army. Curiously, Jehoshaphat’s wise judgment failed to carry over into foreign policy, for he 

made foolish alliances with neighboring Israel’s very worst king, Ahab. 


Joash: Refurbishing the Temple (chapters 23-24) 


moch 


Joash stepped onto the throne as a boy of seven. He soled and accomplished 
‘ood. Second Chronicles focuses mainly on his repairs of ft emple. wi he tried to restore to 


former glory. 


Jehoiada: Strength behind the Throne (chapters 23-24) 
King Joash hardly deserves a compliment without the mention of a 


hid the boy Joash from a murderous queen and led the dramatic cn et her. When he died 
ave him the extraordinary honor of a buri pace sone kings. 
such 


at a very old age, the nation 
After Jehoiada’s death, everythin, 
murdered Jehoiada’s son, a dees 


went downhill. The boy king who had 
that went down as one of the great crimes of Israelite history. it 


became clear that the real strength of the kingdom had come from the old priest, not the young 


king. 


Hezekiah: A Day to Remember (chapters 29-32) 


Second Chronicles gives more space to the reign of Hezekiah than to that of 
reformer. He sponsored a great religious festival, an idea that first met with scorm and ridicule. But 


the nation did come together in a remarkable scene of happiness and unity. * was ad 
Israel 


other 


in Jerusalem,” the Bible says, “for since the days of Solomon son of David king of 


been nothing like this in Jerusalem” (30:26). 


Josiah: The Complete Reformer (chapters 34-35) 


Josiah was perhaps the most reform-conscious of all Judah's kings. 
(probably Deuteronomy) was discovered, Josiah realized just how 


his kingdom had 


from God’s ideal. He tore his robes and wept, and led Judah back toward God. A foolish military 


campaign brought about Josiah’s death and ruined the chances for 


Known as “the good king Josiah,” he was mourned by the whole nation. The prophet jeremiah 


composed songs, or laments, in his memory. 


Life Questions: These kings demonstrate that one person’s faith can affect a great many 
of strong leaders you know up close. What makes them effective at inspiring and motivating 
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When Amaziah returned from slaughterin; jYaciah was sixteen years old when he became 
the Edomites, he brought back the gods of the king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-two years. 
people of Seir He set them up as his own gods, His mother’s name was fen A was BF, im 
bowed down to them and burned sacrifices 0 Jerusalem. ‘He did what was in the bp: 3 
them. The anger of the Loxp burned inst the Loup, just a5 his father Amaziah had done, 
Amaziah, and he sent a prophet to him, who said, SHe sought God during the days of Zechariah, 


“Why do you consult this people's gods, which 
: their own people from your hand?” 

JeWhile he was still speaking, the king said to 
him, “Have we appointed you an adviser to the 
king? Stop! Why be struck down?” 

So the prophet stopped but said, “I know that 
God has determined to destroy you, because you 
have done this and have not listened to my coun- 


could not sa 


I7After Amaziah king of Judah consulted his ad- 
visers, he sent this challenge to Jehoash* son of 
Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of Israel; “Come, 
meet me face to face.” 

18But Jehoash king of Israel replied to Amaziah 
king of Judah: “A thistle in Lebanon sent a mes- 
sage toa cedar in Lebanon, ‘Give your daughter to 
my son in marriage.’ Then a wild beast in Lebanon 
came along and trampled the thistle underfoot. 
18You say to yourself that you have defeated 
Edom, and now you are arrogant and proud. But 
stay at home! Why ask for trouble and cause your 

own downfall and that of Judah also?” 
20Amaziah, however, would not listen, for God 
so worked that he might hand them over to Je- 
hoash, because they sought the gods of Edom. 
21S0 Jehoash king of Israel attacked. He and Ama- 
ziah king of Judah faced each other at Beth She- 
mesh in Judah. 22Judah was routed by Israel, and 
every man fled to his home. 23Jehoash king of 
Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of 
Joash, the son of Ahaziah,b at Beth Shemesh, 
Then Jehoash brought him to Jerusalem and broke 
down the wall of Jerusalem from the Ephraim Gate 
to the Corner Gate—a section about six hundred 
feet long. 24He took all the gold and silver and all 
the articles found in the temple of God that had 
been in the care of Obed-Edom, together with the 
palace treasures and the hostages, and returned to 
Samaria 
25Amaziah son of Joash king of Judah lived for 
fifteen years after the death of Jehoash son of 
Jehoahaz king of Israel. 26As for the other events of 
Amaziah’s reign, from beginning to end, are they 
not written in the book of the kings of Judah and 
Israel? 27From the time that Amaziah turned away 
from following the Lorp, they conspired against 
him in Jerusalem and he fled to Lachish, but they 
sent men after him to Lachish and killed him there. 
28He was brought back by horse and was buried 
with his fathers in the City of Judah. 


Uzziah King of Judah 

2 Then all the people of Judah took Uzziah,4 
who was sixteen years old, and made him 

king in place of his father Amaziah. 2He was the 

one who rebuilt Elath and restored it to Judah after 

Amaziah rested with his fathers. 


#17 Hebrew Joash, a variant of Jehoash; also in verses 18, 21, 23 and 25 
four hundred cubits (about 180 meters) 41 Also called Azariah 
Hebrew manuscripts vision 


who ed him in the fearr of God. As long as 
he oat aa LoKD, God gave him success. 

He went to war against the Philistines and 
broke down the walls of Gath, Jabneh and Ash- 
dod, He then rebuilt towns near Ashdod and 
elsewhere among, the Philistines. 7God helped him 
against the Philistines and against the Arabs who 
lived in Gur Baal and against the Meunites. *The 
Ammonites brought tribute to Uzziah, and his 
fame spread as far as the border of Egypt, because 
he had become very powerful, 

9Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the Corner 
Gate, at the Valley Gate and at the angle of the 
wall, and he fortified them. 10He also built towers 
in the desert and dug many cisterns, because he 
had much livestock in the foothills and in the 
plain. He had people working his fields and vine- 
yards in the hills and in the fertile lands, for he 
loved the soil. 

NUzziah had a well-trained army, ready to go 
out by divisions according to their numbers as 
mustered by Jeiel the secretary and Maaseiah the 
officer under the direction of Hananiah, one of the 
royal officials. !2The total number of family leaders 
over the fighting men was 2,600. 13Under their 
command was an army of 307,500 men trained for 
war, a powerful force to support the king against 
his enemies. 4Uzziah provided shields, spears, 
helmets, coats of armor, bows and slingstones for 
the entire army. !5In Jerusalem he made machines 
designed by skillful men for use on the towers and 
on the corner defenses to shoot arrows and hurl 
large stones. His fame spread far and wide, for he 
was greatly helped until he became powerful. 

16But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride 
led to his downfall. He was unfaithful to the Lorp 
his God, and entered the temple of the Lorp to 
\ burn incense on the altar of incense. !7Azariah the 
priest with eighty other courageous priests of the 
Lorp followed him in. !8They confronted him and 
said, “It is not right for you, Uzziah, to burn in- 
cense to the Lorp. That is for the priests, the de- 
scendants of Aaron, who have been consecrated to 
burn incense. Leave the sanctuary, for you have 
been unfaithful; and you will not be honored by 
the Lorp God.” 


26:16 A King’s Pride 

Archaeological discoveries have verified the 
prosperity of Judah during Uzziah’s reign. 
However, like many of Judah’s kings, he fell victim 
to the sin of pride. He usurped the role of the 
priests and suffered ever after from a contagious 
skin disease. 


$23 Hebrew Jehoahaz, a variant of Ahazigh 23 Hebrew 
«5 Many Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint and Syriac; other 


n his hand ready to 
hile he was raging 


sUzziah, who had a cer 
burn incense, became angry 
at the priests in their presence before the incense 
altar in the Loap’s temple. leprosy” broke out on 
his forehead, When Azariah the chief priest and 
all the other priests looked at him, they saw that he 
had leprosy on his fore head, so they hurried him 
out, Indeed, he himself was eager to leave, be- 
cause the Loxo had afflicted him. 

@King Uzziah had leprosy until the day he died. 
He lived in a separate houset-—leprous, and ex- 
cluded from the temple of the Lorp, Jotham his 
son had charge of the palace and governed the 
people of the land 

2The other events of Uzziah’s reign, from be- 
ginning to end, are recorded by the prophet Isaiah 
son of Amoz. 3Uzziah rested with his fathers and 
was buried near them in a field for burial that 
belonged to the kings, for people said, “He had 
leprosy.” And Jotham his son succeeded him as 


king 
Jotham King of Judah 
2 Jotham was twenty-five years old when he 
became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem 
sixteen years. His mother’s name was Jerusha 
daughter of Zadok 2He did what was right in the 
eyes of the Lorp, just as his father Uzziah had 
done, but unlike him he did not enter the temple of 
the Lorp. The people, however, continued their 
corrupt practices. 3Jotham rebuilt the Upper Gate 
of the temple of the Lorp and did extensive work 
on the wall at the hill of Ophel. He built towns in 
the Judean hills and forts and towers in the wood- 
ed areas. 
5Jotham made war on the king of the Ammon- 
ites and conquered them. That year the Ammon- 
ites paid him a hundred talents¢ of silver, ten 
thousand cors@ of wheat and ten thousand cors of 
barley. The Ammonites brought him the same 
amount also in the second and third years. 
6Jotham grew ‘powerful because he walked 
steadfastly before the Lor his God. 
7The other eyents in Jotham’s reign, including 
all his wars and the other things he did, are written 
in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah. §He 
was twenty-five years old when he became king, 
and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. YJotham 
rested with his fathers and was buried in the City 
of David. And Ahaz his son succeeded him as 
king 


Ahaz King of Judah 


28 Ahaz was-twenty years old when he became 
king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen 
years. Unlike David his father, he did not do what 
was right in the eyes of the Lorp. 2He walked in 
the ways of the kings of Israel and also made cast 
idols for worshiping the Baals. 3He burned sacri- 
fices in the Valley of Ben Hinnom and sacrificed his 
sons in the fire, following the detestable ways of 
the nations the Lorp had driven out before the 
Israelites. 4He ‘offered sacrifices and burned in- 


«19 The Hebrew word was used for various diseases affecting the skin—not necessarily 2 also in verses 20, 2Lagd23. 
©5 That is, about 33/4 tons (about 3.4 metrictons) 45 That is, probably 


21 Or in a house where he was relieved of responsibilities 
about 62,000 bushels (about 2,200 kiloliters) 


2 CHRONICLES 26:15 


conse at the high places, on the hilltops and under 
every spreading tree, og 
sTherefore the Loup his God handed him over 
to the king of Aram. The Arameans defeated him 
and took many of his people as prisoners 4 
brought them to Damascus. we 
He was also given into the hands of the king of 
Israel, who inflicted heavy casualties on him, 
Remaliah killed a 


Judah had forsaken the Lop, the God 


*The Israelites took captive from their kinsmen 
two hundred thousand wives, sons and daugh- 
ters. They also took a great deal of plunder, which 
they carried back to Samaria. 

But a prophet of the Lorp named Oded was 
there, and he went out to meet the army when it 
returned to Samaria. He said to them, “Because 
the Lor, the God of your fathers, was angry with 
Judah, he gave them into your hand. But you have 
slaughtered them in a rage that reaches to heaven. 
10And now you intend to make the men and 
women of Judah and Jerusalem your slaves. But 
aren't you also guilty of sins against the LoD your 
God? Now listen to me! Send back your fellow 
countrymen you have taken as prisoners, for the 
Loro’s fierce anger rests on you.”” 

12Then some of the leaders in Ephraim—Aza- 
riah son of Jehohanan, Berekiah son of Meshil- 
lemoth, Jehizkiah son of Shallum, and Amasa son 
of Hadlai—confronted those who were arriving 
from the war. 13"You must not bring those prison- ~ 
ers here,” they said, “or we will be guilty before 
the Lorp. Do you intend to add to our sin and 
guilt? For our guilt is already great, and his fierce 
anger rests on Israel.” 

1MSo the soldiers gave up the prisoners and 
plunder in the presence of the officials and all the 
assembly. SThe men designated by name took the 
——— 
28:9 Limits of a Just War 
Advocates of a “just war” theory sometimes 
the fascinating story in this chapter. God 
sanctioned Israel’s attack on Judah, butthe = 
invaders from the North went too far. They 
slaughtered many civilians and carried away others 
captin prophet rebuked Israel’s for 
their crimes committed “in a rage that to 


ing it. 

sheet 
a one al a een 
fed the prisoners from Judah, gave them clothes, 
sandals, and medicines, and put them on donkeys 
to return hone, TA ee 

ironic shows Northern ] 
favorable light. beets 


, 


> CHRONICLES ane 
wrreanvers. ane Gyn Ue plunder they clothed all 
whe wee naked, “Fhe pray (dot then Wily 
Nachos wit santas, Quodk ane clyde. andl healing 
dat, AW TRO WHO WORE weak they pulon don 
ceva So trey took Hone back ty thely fellow aun 


arvana at foreno, (he Clty oF MALIN, andl returned 


to Samaria 

Ac that Hite King Adae sent to the kite! Of 
Asayra tor help. UT he VHelomiten had again come 
eked Hudtaty and carried) away peiMoners, 
Tie Philistines badd yaidlod Cowen UV Ue 
anal ity the Negev of hadaly they captured 
oocupied Beth Shenvwsh, Aijalon and Gede 
Hinmat and Gimgo, with 
oie Surrounding villages: YThe LORD had hun 
+ ada because of Ahag King of Invael,! for he 
Ymrotedt wickedness in Judah and had been 

treat to the Lorn, 20Tiglath:Piteser 
veiw eame to hin, but he gave hin 
stead of help, 2}Ahaz took some of the 
the temple of the Loxp and from the 
e and from the princes and presented 
the Ming of Assyria, but that did not help 


as well as Soo, 


+ his time of trouble King Ahaz became even 
faithful to the Lorp, 24He offered sacri- 
he gods of Damascus, who had defeated 
ye thought, “Since the gods of the kings of 
y have helped them, | will sacrifice to them so 
»y will help me.” But they were his downfall and 
wntall of all Israel 
sathered together the furnishings from 
of God and took them away. He shut 
of the Loxp’s temple and set up altars at 
t corner in Jerusalem, 25In every town in 
h he built high places to burn sacrifices to 
er gods and provoked the Lorp, the God of his 
hers, to anger 
he other events of his reign and all his ways, 
beginning to end, are written in the book of 
of Judah and Israel..27Ahaz rested with 
ers and was buried in the city of Jerusalem, 
e was not placed in the tombs of the kings of 
And Hezekiah his son succeeded him as 


Hezekiah Purifies the Temple 


Z Hezekiah was twenty-five years old when 
he became king, and he reigned in Jerusa~ 
lem twenty-nine years. His mother’s name was 
Abijah daughter of Zechariah, He did what was 
right in the eyes of the Lorp, just as his father 
David had done. 

3In the first month of the first year of his reign, 

he opened the doors of the temple of the Lorp and 
repaired them. 4He brought in the priests and the 
Levites, assembled them in the square on the east 
side 5and said: “Listen to me, Levites! Consecrate 
yourselves now and consecrate the temple of the 
Lorp, the God of your fathers. Remove all defile- 
ment from the sanctuary. 6Our fathers were un- 
faithful; they did evil in the eyes of the Lorp our 
God and forsook him. They turned their faces 
away from the Lorp’s dwelling place and turned 


6 


their backs on hin, "they alae abet na dap 


oo” e, 
a) 
the portion and pul out Hie lamps i , 
iy iicunae of prenent any POF a 
ey a ie Clow af orael, Therefore, the Ante = 
eect tie bomen Han fallen on Judah and 
haw made them an abjeet of dread and horrer 
and acorn, an you can hee With YOur Own ayes, 
iyhie in why our fathers have fallen by the sword 
and why our sonw and daughters and our wives 
are Inv eaptivity, Now f intend to make aw 
with the Lown, the God of lariel, #e that hie heres 
anger will turn away fron i: TiMy eons, do ret be 
negligent now, for the Lone haw chosen you to 
ntand before him and serve bien, to mintoter 
hin and to buen incense.” 
When these Levites set to works 
from the Kohathites, 
Mahath son of Amasal and joel oon of Aza- 
riahy 
from the Merarites, 
Kish son of Abdi and Azariah son of Je 
hallelel; 
from the Gershonites, 
_ Joah son of Zimmah and Eden son of joah; 
1from the descendants of Elizaphan, 
Shimri and Jeiel; 
from the descendants of Asaph, 
Zechariah and Mattaniah; 
lifrom the descendants of Heman, 
Jehiel and Shimei; 
from the descendants of Jeduthun, 
Shemaiah and Uzziel. 
isWhen they had assembled their brothers and 
consecrated themselves, they went in to purify the 
temple of the Lorp, as the king had ordered, fol- 
lowing the word of the Lorb. 1¢The priests went 
into the sanctuary of the Lorp to purify it. They 
brought out to the courtyard of the Lonp’s temple 
everything unclean that they found in the temple 
of the Lorp. The Levites took it and carried it out to 
the Kidron Valley. 17They began the consecration 
on the first day of the first month, and by the 
eighth day of the month they reached the portico 
of the Lorp. For eight more days they consecrated 
the temple of the Loro itself, finishing on the six- 
teenth day of the first month. 
18Then they went in to King Hezekiah and re- 
ported: “We have purified the entire temple of the 
Lorp, the altar of burnt offering with all its uten- 
sils, and the table for setting out the consecrated 
bread, with all its articles, !)We have prepared and 
consecrated all the articles that King Ahaz re- 
moved in his unfaithfulness while he was king. 
They are now in front of the Lorp’s altar.” 
20Early the next morning King Hezekiah gath- 
ered the city officials together and went up to the 
temple of the Lorp. 2iThey brought seven bulls, 
seven rams, seven male lambs and seven male 
goats as a sin offering for the kingdom, for the 
sanctuary and for Judah. The king commanded the 
priests, the descendants of Aaron, to offer these on 
the altar of the Lorp. 2So they slaughtered the 
bulls, and the priests took the blood and sprinkled 


#16 One Hebrew manuscript, Septuagint and Vulgate (see also 2 Kin; lebrew ‘That is, Judah, 
a 16:7); nuscripts kings 
frequently in 2 Chronicles (20 Hebrew Tilgath-Pilneser, a bts rupee “at Or and cut them a bs nd 
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sloughtered the rams and 
their blood on the altar; then they 
4 the lant id sprinkled their blood 
The goats for the sin offering were 
brought b the king and the assembly, and 
vid their hands on them, The priests then 
red the goats and presented their blood 


iton the altar; next they 


slaughte 
on the 


slough 


he altar for a sin offering to atone for all Israel, 
because the king had ordered the burnt offering 
and the sin offering for all Israel 
25He stationed the Levites in the temple of the 
Lorp with cymbals, harps and lyres in the way 
prescribed by David and Gad the king’s seer and 
Nathan the prophet; this was commanded by the 


Loxp through his prophets. 26So the Levites stood 
ready with David's instruments, and the priests 


with their trumpets, 
DHezekiah gave the order to sacrifice the burnt 
offering on the altar, As the offering began, sing- 


ing to the Lorp began also, accompanied by trum- 

pets and the instruments of David king of Israel. 

28The whole assembly bowed in worship, while 
the singers sang and the trumpeters played. All 
this continued until the sacrifice of the burnt offer- 
ing was completed 

2When the offerings were finished, the king 
and everyone present with him knelt down and 
worshiped. “King Hezekiah and his officials or- 
dered the Levites to praise the Lorp with the 
words of David and of Asaph the seer. So they 
sang praises with gladness and bowed their heads 
and worshiped 

31Then Hezekiah said, “You have now dedicat- 
ed yourselves to the Lorp Come and bring sacri- 
fices and thank offerings to the temple of the 

Lorp.” So the assembly brought sacrifices and 

thank offerings, and all whose hearts were willing 

brought burnt offerings 

32The number of burnt offerings the assembly 
brought was seventy bulls, a hundred rams and 
two hundred male lambs—all of them for burnt 
offerings to the Lob. The animals consecrated 
as sacrifices amounted to six hundred bulls and 
three thousand sheep and goats. The priests, 
however, were too few to skin all the burnt offer- 
ings; so their kinsmen the Levites helped them 
until the task was finished and until other priests 
had been consecrated, for the Levites had been 
more conscientious in consecrating themselves 
than the priests had been. 3There were burnt of- 
ferings in abundance, together with the fat of the 
fellowship offerings? and the drink offerings that 
accompanied the burnt offerings. 

So the service of the temple of the Lorp was 
reestablished. Hezekiah and all the people re- 
joiced at what God had brought about for his 
people, because it was done so quickly. 


Hezekiah Celebrates the Passover 


30 Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah 
and also wrote letters to Ephraim and Ma- 
nasseh, inviting them to come to the temple of the 
Lorp in Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover to 
the Lorp, the God of Israel. 2The king and his 
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officials and the whole assembly in Jerusalem de- 
tided to celebrate the Passover in the second 
month, *They had not been able to celebrate it at ‘ 
the regular time because not enough priests had 
consecrated themselves and the people had not ' 
assembled in Jerusalem. *The plan seemed right 
both to the king and to the whole assembly. aay 
decided to send a proclamation throughout a 
from Beersheba to Dan, calling the people to come 
to Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover to the 
Lorp, the God of Israel, It had not been celebrated 
in large numbers according to what was written. 

6At the king’s command, couriers went 
throughout Israel and Judah with letters from the 
king and from his officials, which read: 


“People of Israel, return to the Lorp, the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, that he may 
return to you who are left, who have escaped 
from the hand of the kings of Assyria. 7Do not 
be like your fathers and brothers, who were 
unfaithful to the Lorp, the God of their fa- 
thers, so that he made them an object of hor- 
ror, as you see, 8Do not be stiff-necked, as 
your fathers were; submit to the LorD. Come : 
to the sanctuary, which he has consecrated 
forever. Serve the Lorv your God, so that his ‘ 
fierce anger will turn away from you. *f you 
return to the Loro, then your brothers and 
your children will be shown compassion by 
their captors and will come back to this land, 
for the Lorp your God is gracious and com- 
passionate. He will not turn his face from you 
if you return to him.” 


10The couriers went from town to town in 
Ephraim and Manasseh, as far as Zebulun, but the 
people scorned and ridiculed them. MNeverthe- 
less, some men of Asher, Manasseh and Zebulun 
humbled themselves and went to Jerusalem. 
12Also in Judah the hand of God was on the people 
to give them unity of mind to carry out what the 
king and his officials had ordered, following the 
word of the Lorb. 

13A very large crowd of people assembled in 
Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Unleavened 3 
Bread in the second month. “They removed the 
altars in Jerusalem and cleared away the incense 
altars and threw them into the Kidron Valley. 

15They slaughtered the Passover lamb on the 
fourteenth day of the second month. The priests 
and the Levites were ashamed and consecrated 
themselves and brought burnt offerings to the 
temple of the Lorp. !¢Then they took up their 
regular positions as prescribed in the Law of 
Moses the man of God. The priests sprinkled the 
blood handed to them by the Levites. 17Since 
many in the crowd had not consecrated them- 
selves, the Levites had to kill the Passover Jambs 
for all those who were not ceremonially clean and 
could not consecrate their lambs, to the Lorp. !8Al- 
though most of the many people who came from 
Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun had 
not purified themselves, yet they ate the Passover, 
contrary to what was written. But Hezekiah 
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2 CHRONICLES 30:19 
s “May who is 

prayed for them, saying: May the LoD, 

good, pardon everyone 1swho sets his heart on 

ESxking God—the Lorp, the God of his fathers— 

he is not clean according to the rules of the 

tv.” WAnd the Lorp heard Hezekiah and 


healed the people 


aehtes W’ 


ho were present in Jerusalem 
Unleavened Bread for 
's with great rejoicing, while the Levites 
sang to the Lorp every day, accom- 
Lorp’s instruments of praise.* 

ah spoke encouragingly to all the Le- 
vites, who showed good understanding of the ser- 
he Lorv. For the sever: days they ate their 
portion and offered fellowship offer- 
praised the LORD, the God of their fa- 


he whole assembly then agreed to celebrate 
more days; so for another seven 
ey celebrated joyfully ‘Hezekiah king of 
3 yvided a thousand bulls and seven thou- 
d sheep and goats for the assembly, and the 
rovided them with a thousand bulls and 
sheep and goats. A great number of 
secrated themselves, >The entire as- 
\ of Judah rejoiced, along with the priests 
Levites and all who had assembled from Is- 
a ¢ the aliens who had come from Is- 
s| and those who lived in Judah: 2eThere was 
joy in Jerusalem, for since the days of Solo- 
son of David king of Israel there had been 

like this in Jerusalem. 27The priests and 
e@ Levites stood to bless the people, and God 
them, for their prayer reached heaven, his 


he 
holy dwelling place. 
31 When all this had ended, the Israelites who 
«i were there went out to the towns of Judah, 
Smashed the sacred stones and cut down the 
Asherah poles. They destroyed the high places 
and the altars throughout Judah and Benjamin and 
in Ephraim and Manasseh. After they had de- 
stroyed all of them, the Israelites returned to their 
own towns and to their own property 


Contributions for Worship 


2Hezekiah assigned the priests and Levites to 
divisions—each of them according to their duties 
as priests or Levites—to offer burnt offerings and 
fellowship offerings,® to minister, to give thanks 
and to sing praises at the gates of the Lorb’s dwell- 
ing. >The king contributed from his own posses~ 
sions for the morning and evening burnt offerings 
and tor the burnt ofterings on the Sabbaths, New 
Moons and appointed feasts as written in the Law 
of the Lorp. 4He ordered the people living in 
Jerusalem to give the portion due the priests and 
Levites so they could devote themselves to the 
Law of the Lorp, 5As soon as the order went out, 
the Israelites generously gave the firstfruits of their 
grain, new wine, oil and honey and all that the 
fields produced. They brought a great amount, a 
tithe of everything. The men of Israel and Judah 
who lived in the towns of Judah also brought a 
tithe of their herds and flocks and a tithe of the 
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spare, because the LorD has 


id this was done. 
i te le of the LORD, an i 
in the temple ily Hs A f a 


12Then they fail a 
tions, tithes and dedicated gifts. ‘Conaniah, a Le- 


Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, 1s- 
makiah, Mahath and Benaiah were S 


pointment of King Hezekiah and Azariah the offi- 
Gal in charge of the temple of God. 

14Kore son of Imnah the Levite, keeper of the 
East Gate, was in charge of the freewill offerings 
given to God, distributing the contributions made 
to the Lorp and also the consecrated gifts. Eden, 
Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, mariah and Sheca- 
niah assisted him faithfully in the towns of the 
priests, distributing to their fellow priests accord- 
ing to their divisions, old and young alike. 

1In addition, they distributed to the males three 
years old or more whose names were in the genea- 
logical records—all who would enter the temple of 
the Lorp to perform the daily duties of their vari- 
ous tasks, according to their responsibilities and 
their divisions. 17And they distributed to the 
priests enrolled by their families in the genealogi- 
cal records and likewise to the Levites twenty 
years old or more, according to their responsibili- 
ties and their divisions. '8They included all the 
little ones, the wives, and the sons and daughters: 
of the whole community listed in these genealogi~ 
cal records. For they were faithful in consecrating 
themselves. f 

19s for the priests, the descendants of Aaron, — 
who lived on the farm lands around their towns or 
in any other towns, men were designated by name: 
to distribute portions to every male among them 
and to all who were recorded in the genealogies of 
the Levites. 

2This is what Hezekiah did throughout Judah, 
doing what was good and right and faithful before 
the Lorp his God. 24In everything that he under- 
took in the service of God's temple and in obedi-. 
Sy to ae law and the commands, he sought his 

Sod and worked wholeheartedly, ; 

pered, And so he pros, 


Sennacherib Threatens Jerusalem 
3 After all that Hezekiah had so 

done, prt trsebitin 
invaded Judah. He laid siege to the fortified cities, 
°22.2 Traditionally peace offerings 
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thinking to conquer them for himself, When 
Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come and that 
he intended’ to make war on Jerusalem, *he con 
sulted with his officials and military staff about 
blocking off the water from the springs outside the 
city, and they helped him 4A large force of men 
assembled, and they blocked all the springs and 
the stream that flowed through the land. “Why 
should the kings! of Assyria come and find plenty 
of water?” they said *Then he worked hard repatt- 
ing all the broken sections of the wall and building 
towers on it, He built another wall outside thatone 
and reinforced the supporting terraces? of the City 
of David. He also made large numbers of weapons 
and shields 


6He appointed military officers over the people 
and assembled them before him in the square at 
the city gate and encouraged them with these 
words: ?Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
afraid or discouraged because of the king of As« 
syria and the vast army with him, for there is a 
greater power with us than with him, With him is 
only the arm of flesh, but with us is the Lorp our 
God to help us and to fight our battles.” And the 
people gained confidence from what Hezekiah the 
king of Judah said 
*oLater, when Sennacherib king of Assyria and 
all his forces were laying siege to Lachish, he sent 
his officers to Jerusalem with this message for 
Hezekiah king of Judah and for all the people of 
Judah who were there: 


10” This is what Sennacherib king of Assyria 
says; On what are you basing your confi- 
dence, that you remain in Jerusalem under 
siege? !!When Hezekiah says, ‘The Lorp our 
God will save us from the hand of the king of 
Assyria,’ he is misleading you, to let you die of 
hunger and thirst. !2Did not Hezekiah himself 
remove this god's high places and altars, say- 
ing to Judai: and Jerusalem, ‘You must wor- 
ship before one altar and burn sacrifices on it’? 
13Do you not know what I and my fathers 
have done to all the peoples of the other 
lands? Were the gods of those nations ever 
able to deliver their land from my hand? 
14Who of all the gods of these nations that my 
fathers destroyed has been able to save his 
people from me? How then can your god de- 
liver you from my hand? !5Now do not let 
Hezekiah deceive you and mislead you like 
this. Do not believe him, for no god of any 
nation or kingdom has been able to deliver his 
people from my hand or the hand of my fa- 
thers. How much less will your god deliver 
you from my hand!”” 


16Sennacherib’s officers spoke further against 
the Lorp God and against his servant Hezekiah. 
\7The king also wrote letters insulting the Lorp, 
the God of Israel, and saying this against him: 
“Just as the gods of the peoples of the other lands 
did not rescue their people from my hand, so the 
god of Hezekiah will not rescue his people from 
my hand.” !8Then they called out in Hebrew to the 
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people of Jerusalem who were on the wall, to terri- 
fy them and make them afraid in order to capture 
the city, ’Theyspoke about the God of Jerusalem — 
‘an they did about the gods of the other peoples of 
the world—the work of men’s hands, 

20King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah son of 
Amoz cried out in prayer to heaven about this. 
MAnd the Loxp sent an angel, who annihilated all 
the fighting men and the leaders and officers in the 
camp of the Assyrian king, So he withdrew to his 
own land in disgrace. And when he went into the 
temple of his god, some of his sons cut him down 
with the sword, 

280 the Lorp saved Hezekiah and the people of 
Jerusalem from the hand of Sennacherib king of 
Assyria and from the hand of all others. He took 
care of theme on every side, Many brought offer- 
ings to Jerusalem for the Lorp and valuable gifts 
for Hezekiah king of Judah, From then on he was 
highly regarded by all the nations. 


Hezekiah’s Pride, Success and Death 


24[n those days Hezekiah became ill and was at 
the point of death. He prayed to the Lorp, who ~ 
answered him and gave him a miraculous sign. 
25But Hezekiah’s heart was proud and he did not 
respond to the kindness shown him; therefore the 
Lorp’s wrath was on him and on Judah and 
Jerusalem, 26Then Hezekiah repented of the pride 
of his heart, as did the people of Jerusalem; there- 
fore the Lorp’s wrath did not come upon them 
during the days of Hezekiah. 

27Hezekiah had very great riches and honor, 
and he made treasuries for his silver and gold and 
for his precious stones, spices, shields and all 
kinds of valuables. 28He also made buildings to 
store the harvest of grain, new wine and oil; and 
he made stalls for various kinds of cattle, and pens 
for the flocks. 29He built villages and acquired 
great numbers of flocks and herds, for God had 
given him very great riches. 

30[t was Hezekiah who blocked the upper outlet 
of the Gihon spring and channeled the water 
down to the west side of the City of David. He 
succeeded in everything he undertook. But 
when envoys were sent by the rulers of Babylon to 
ask him about the miraculous sign that had oc- 
curred in the land, God left him to test him and to 
know everything that was in his heart. 

32The other events of Hezekiah’s reign and his 
acts of devotion are written in the vision of the 
prophet Isaiah son of Amoz in the book of the 
kings of Judah and Israel. 33Hezekiah rested with 

his fathers and was buried on the hill where the 
tombs of David’s descendants are. All Judah and 
the people of Jerusalem’ honored him when he 
died, And Manasseh his son succeeded him as 
king. i 


Manasseh King of Judah 

3 Manasseh was twelve years old when he 
became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem 

fifty-five years. 2He did evil in the eyes of the 

Lorp, following the detestable practices of the na- 
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he foreign gods and removed the 
temple of the Lop, as well as all 
1e had built on the temple hill and in 
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——— 
33:13 A Tardy Change of Mind 
Unlike the other history books, Chronicles records 
great moments of faith, even when they have no 
lasting consequences for the nation as a whole. 
Second Chronicles characteristically adds a new 

ive on the reign of Manasseh, one of 

Judah’s worst kings. While acknowledging his 
weaknesses, it adds this account of his amazing 
turnabout late in life. This brief episode gave an 
object lesson to the nation on what happens when 
even a wicked king repents. 


Or He made his sons pass through 
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it and told Judah to serve Bae the — 
Israel, The people, however’ 

fice at the high places, bul only to the Lown their te, 
God 


1sThe other events cee peers 


weThen he restored the altar of the Lorn and sacri: 
tied fellowship: ‘otterings? andl thank 
wed to sacri 


ness, and the sites where he built high places and 
set up Asherah poles and idols before he humbled 
himselt—all are written itv the records of the 
seers. Manasseh rested with his fathers and 
was buried in his palace. And Amon his son suc» 
ceeded him as king: 


Amon King of Judah 

2Amon was twenty-two years old when he 
became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem two 
years. 2He did evil in the eyes of the Lorp, as his 
father Manasseh had done. Amon worshiped an 
offered sacrifices to all the idols Manasseh had 
made. 23But unlike his father Manasseh, he did not 
humble himself before the Loxp; Amon increased 
his guilt. 

24Amon’s officials conspired against him and as~ 
sassinated him in his palace. 25Then the people of 
the land killed all who had plotted against King 
‘Amon, and they made Josiah his son king in his 
place. 


Josiah’s Reforms 


3 Josiah was eight years old when he became 

king, and he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one 
years. 7He did what was right in the eyes of the 
Lorp and walked in the ways of his father David, 
not turning aside to the right or to the left. 

3In the eighth year of his reign, while he was still 
young, he began to seek the God of his father 
David. In his twelfth year he began to purge Judah 
and Jerusalem of high places, Asherah poles, 
carved idols and cast images. 4Under his direction 
the altars of the Baals were torn down; he cut to 
pieces the incense altars that were above them, 
and smashed the Asherah poles, the idols and the 
images. These he broke to pieces and scattered 
over the graves of those who had sacrificed to 
them. 5He burned the bones of the priests on their 
altars, and so he purged Judah and Jerusalem. In 
the towns of Manasseh, Ephraim and Simeon, as 
far as Naphtali, and in the ruins around them, 7he 
tore down the altars and the Asherah poles and 
crushed the idols to powder and cut to pieces all’ 
the incense altars throughout Israel. Then he went 
back to Jerusalem. i 

8In the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign, to puri- 
fy the land and the temple, he sent Shaphanson of 
‘Azaliah and Maaseiah the ruler of the city, with 
Joah son of Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the tem- 
ple of the Lorp his God. i 
SThey went to Hilkiah the high priest and gave 

(18 That is, Judah, as frequently in 2 Chron, he 


AOI 


money that had been brought into the 


him the 

templ ‘God, which the Levites who were the 
doork rs had collected from the people of Ma- 
nasseh, Ephraim and the entire remnant of Israel 


and from all the people of Judah and Benjamin and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. WThen they en- 
trusted it to the men appointed to supervise the 
work on the Loxo’s temple These men paid the 


workers who repaired and restored the temple, 
UThey also gave money to the carpenters and 
builders to purchase dressed stone, and timber for 
joists and beams for the buildings that the kings of 
Judah had allowed to. fall into ruin. 

17The men did the work faithfully, Over them to 
direct them were Jahath and Obadiah, Levites de- 


scended from Merari, and Zechariah and Meshul- 
lam, descended from Kohath. The Levites—all 
who were skilled in playing musical instruments— 
\3had charge of the laborers and supervised all the 
workers from job to job. Some of the Levites were 
secretaries, scribes and doorkeepers. 
The Book of the Law Found 
14While they were bringing out the money that 
had been taken into the temple of the Lorp, Hil- 
kiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the 
Lorp that had been given through Moses. ISHil- 
kiah said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found 
the Book of the Law in the temple of the Lorp.” He 
gave it to Shaphan 
16Then Shaphan took the book to the king and 
reported to him: “Your officials are doing every- 
thing that has been committed to them. They 
have paid out the money that was in the temple of 
the Lorp and have entrusted it to the supervisors 
and workers.” !8Then Shaphan the secretary in- 
formed the king, ‘“Hilkiah the priest has given me 
a book.” And Shaphan read from it in the presence 
of the king. 
19When the king heard the words of the Law, he 
tore his robes. 20He gave these orders to Hilkiah, 
Ahikam son of Shaphan, Abdon son of Micah,# 
Shaphan the secretary and Asaiah the king’s atten- 
dant: 21’Go and inquire of the Lorp for me and for 
the remiant*in Israel and Judah about what is 
written in this book that has been found. Great is 
the Lorp’s anger that is poured out on us because 
our fathers have not kept the word of the Lorp; 
they have not acted in accordance with all that is 
written in this book.” 
2Hilkiah and those the king had sent with him? 
went to speak to the prophetess Huldah, who was 
the wife of Shallum son of Tokhath,« the son of 
Hasrah,4 keeper of the wardrobe, She lived in 
Jerusalem, in the Second District. 
23She said to them, “This is what the Lorp, the 
God of Israel, says: Tell the man who sent you to 
me, 24’This is what the Lorp says: I am going to 
bring disaster on this place and its people—all the 
curses written in the book that has been read in the 
presence of the king of Judah. Because they have 
forsaken me and burned incense to other gods and 
provoked me to anger by all that their hands have 
made,¢ my anger will be poured out on this place 


#20 Also called Acbor son of Micaiah 
sent with him. £22 Also called Tikuah 


——— 
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and will not be quenched.‘ 26Tell the of Judah, 
who sent you to inquire of the Lorp, is what 


the Loxp, the God of Israel, says concerning the 
words you heard: 27/Because your heart was re- 
sponsive and you humbled yourself before God 
when you heard what he spoke against this place 
and its people, and because you humbled yourself 
before me and tore your robes and wept in my 
presence, | have heard you, declares the Lorp. 
28Now I will gather you to your fathers, and you 
will be buried in peace. Your eyes will not see all 3 
the disaster 1 am going to bring on this place and 
on those who live here.’ ”’ s 

So they took her answer back to the king. 

Then the king called together all the elders of 
Judah and Jerusalem. “He went up to the temple 
of the Lorp with the men of Judah, the people of 
Jerusalem, the priests and the Levites—all the 
people from the least to the greatest. He read in 
their hearing all the words of the Book of the Cov- 
enant, which had been found in the temple of the 
Lorp. 2!The king stood by his pillar and renewed 
the covenant in the presence of the Lorp—to fol- 
Jow the Lorp and keep his commands, regulations 
and decrees with all his heart and all his soul, and” 
to obey the words of the covenant written in this 
book. 

32Then he had everyone in Jerusalem and Benja- 
min pledge themselves to it; the people of Jerusa- 
lem did this in accordance with the covenant of 
God, the God of their fathers. 

33Josiah removed all the detestable idols from all. 
the territory belonging to the Israelites, and he had 
all who were present in Israel serve the Lorp their 
God, As long as he lived, they did not fail to follow 
the Lorp, the God of their fathers. 


Josiah Celebrates the Passover 


35 Josiah celebrated the Passover to the Lorp 
in Jerusalem, and the Passover lamb was 
slaughtered on the fourteenth day of the first 
month. 2He appointed the priests to their duties 
and encouraged them in the service of the Lorp’s 
temple. 3He said to the Levites, who instructed all 
Israel and who had been consecrated to the Lorp: 
“Put the sacred ark in the temple that Solomon son 
of David king of Israel built. It is not to be carried 
about on your shoulders. Now serve the LorD 
your God and his people Israel. 4Prepare your- 
selves by families in your divisions, according to 
the directions written by David king of Israel and 
by his son Solomon. 

5’Stand in the holy place with a group of Levites 
for each subdivision of the families of your fellow 
countrymen, the lay people. ‘Slaughter the Pass- 
over lambs, consecrate yourselves and prepare the 
lambs, for your fellow countrymen, doing what the 
Lorp commanded through Moses.” 

7Josiah provided for all the lay people who were 
there a total of thirty thousand sheep and goats for 
the Passover offerings, and also three thousand 
cattle—all from the king’s own possessions. 

8His officials also contributed voluntarily to the 
people and the priests and Levites. Hilkiah, Zech- 


622 One Hebrew manuscript, Vulgate and Syriac; most Hebrew manuscripts 
422 Also called Harhas Pay dies i 
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of value from the temple of the Loxp, and 
king over 


articles 
he made Jehoiachin's uncle, Zedekiah, 


Juda and Jerusalem, 


Zedekiah King of Judah 
one years old when he 
became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven 
years. 2He did evil in the eyes of the Loup his God 
and did not humble himself before Jeremiah the 
prophet, who spoke the word of the Loup, YHe 
also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who 
had made him take an oath in God's name, He 
became stiff-necked and hardened his heart and 
would not turn to the Lorp, the God of Israel, 
14Furthermore, all the leaders of the priests and 
the people became more and more unfaithful, fol- 
lowing all the detestable practices of the nations 
and defiling the temple of the Lorn, which he had 
consecrated in Jerusalem 


Jah was twenty 


The Fall of Jerusalem 

15The Lorp, the God of their fathers, sent word 
to them through his messengers again and again, 
because he had pity on his people and on his 
dwelling place, !6But they mocked God's messen- 
gers, despised his words and scoffed at his proph- 
ets until the wrath of the Loxp was aroused against 
his people and there was no remedy. !7He brought 
up against them the king of the Babylonians,» 
who killed their young men with the sword in the 
sanctuary, and spared neither young man nor 
young woman, old man oraged. God handed all of 
them over to Nebuchadnezzar. '8He carried to 
Babylon all the articles from the temple of God, 
both large and small, and the treasures of the 
Lorp’s temple and the treasures of the king and 


“10 Hebrew brother, that is, relative (see 2 Kings 24:17) 


2 CHRONICLES 36:23 


his officials, They set fire to God's temple and 
broke down the wall of Jerusalem; they burned alt 
the palaces and destroyed everything oA vile 


who escaped from the sword, and they became 
servants to him and his sone until the of 


Persia came to power, 1 Tha land its sab 
bath rents; all the time of ite desolation it 
until the seventy years were completed 


ment of the word of the Loup spoken 

Dn the first year of Cyrus king EL orgy 
order to fulfill the word of the Lone by 
Jeremiah, the Loxp moved the heart of (hee 
‘of Persia to make @ proclamation throughout 
realm and to put it in writing: 


2”’This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: 
“The Loxn, the God of heaven, has given 
me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has 
appointed me to build a temple for him at 
Jerusalem. in Judah, Anyone of his people 
among you—tmay the Loxo his God be with 


him, and let him go up.’ 


this time, where Jews could 
hear readings from the Old Testament and pray. 
The last few verses of Chronicles hint that more 


17 Or Chaldeans 


EZRA 


INTRODUCTION 


Beginning Again 
For the exiles from Babylon, news almost too good to be true 


Many of the older priests and Levites and family heads, who had seen the former temple, wept 
aloud while many others shouted for joy. 3:12 
i i ci r d and 
zra begins with exiles returning to a ruined city—a brush-covered ghost town burne 
Evviiaged nearly 50 years before by an overpowering Babylonian army. Would Jerusalem now 
“We were like men who dreamed, Our 
” The Persian Empire had 


have a new beginning? 
d all Jews a chance to return to 


Psalm 126 captures the returning exiles’ feelings: 
mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. 
conquered mighty Babylon and, under the emperor Cyrus, offere 


their land. It was too good to believe. 


A New Start with God 

One poet in exile had written, 
(Psalm 137:5). These returned exilas were the minority 
forgotten, They treasured their spiritual heritage more than the houses and businesses they had 
built in Babylon. They wanted to live and worship in the place God had given his people. Any 
sacrifice was worth this opportunity. Their first impulse when they arrived was to rebuild the 
temple, God’s home. 

The tolerant Persians (whose official policy was to encourage the local religion in every area » 
they governed) had even brought out the silver and gold temple articles, carefully preserved in a 
Babylonian temple as though.waiting on God’s timing. When the returned exiles laid the 
foundation to the new temple, the sound of their shouting (and noisy weeping) could be heard 
from far away (3:13). The temple, after all, was the place where they would meet God. It 


“if | forget you, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its skill” 
dite who, pallens! afterwards, had not 


symbolized a new start with him. 
The Problems of Beginning Again 

God had opened the way, but the exiles needed determination to follow it. The book of Ezra 
divides into three parts, each one dealing with an obstacle that arose. The first part tells how, 
immediately after the return of the exiles, their neighbors in the surrounding countryside became 
hostile. After their bogus offer of “help” was turned down, these neighbors began a campaign of 
opposition. They managed to stop further progress on the temple. 

It lay in ruins for nearly 20 more years, Untifthe prophets Haggai and Zechariah (whose 
messages are recorded in the books named after them) again stirred up interest in building. This 
“second push” is described in chapters 5 and 6. When opposition arose this time, the Israelites 
managed to push through—again with the assistance of a Persian king. 

Another problem preoccupies the final four chapters. Ezra, the man after whom this book is 
named, actually arrived in Jerusalem during this period, 80 years after the first party. The temple 
had by then been up for half a century. But the ‘‘new beginning” stood in severe jeopardy again. 
The Israelites had begun to mingle (and compromise their faith) with the hostile people around 
them. Ezra’s leadership, which came from deep biblical faith and genuine sorrow over sin, forced 


a radical, painful solution. 


Ezra Leads Up to Jesus 
The book of Ezra introduces an entirely new period in Israel’s history—a period in which they 


became more like a church than a nation. Israelites before the exile had gi i 
ore i : iven much of their 
energy to fighting enemy armies. Now they focused on fighting sin and Piritual compromise. 
The minority who returned could build a temple only with the permission of a forei 
government in Persia. They had lost political independence, yet they clung to their icon 
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PLANS FOR READING EZRA 


PLAN 1: An Overview of Ezra in 1 Day 


Day 1. Read the Introduction to Ezra 
the returned exiles laid the foundation for the new temple. 


PLAN 2: All of Ezra in 9 Days _ 
01203040 


Cyrus Helps the Exiles to Return 


1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order 
to fulfill the word of the Lor> spoken by Jere- 
miah, the Loxp moved the heart of Cyrus king of 
Persia to make a proclamation throughout his 
realm and to put it in writing: 

2This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: 

“ ‘The Logo, the God of heaven, has given 
me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has 
appointed me to build a temple for him at 


——— 


1:1 Prediction Fulfilled 


The fulfilled prophecy was probably Jeremiah 
29:10, God’s promise to bring Israel back to 


J 

and 45:1,13 had named Cyrus of Persia as God's 
agent to see Jerusalem and the temple rebuilt. This 
is not evidence that Cyrus worshiped Israel’s God. 
He had a policy of religious toleration and 
contributed to the rebuilding of several nations’ 
temples. 
———— 
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goods and livestock, and with freewill offer- 
ings for the temple of God in Jerusalem.’ ” 
sThen the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, 


broughtby the trea- 

surer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the 
prince of Judah. 2 gC 
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EZRA 1:9 
9This was the inventory: od at es x 
gold dishes 
silver dishes 1,000 © 
silver pans? ot 
gold bowls . 30 
matching silver bowls 410 
other articles 1,000. 
In all, there were 5,400 articles of gold and of 
silver. Sheshbazzar brought all these along when 
the exiles came up from Babylon to Jerusalem. 


The List of the Exiles Who Returned +2 


2 Now these are the people of the province who 
came up from the captivity of the exiles, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had taken cap- _ 
tive to Babylon (they returned to Jerusalem and 
Judah, each to his own town, 2in company with 
Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, 
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum and 
Baanah): 


The list of the men of the people of Israel: 


ithe descendants of Parosh 2,172 
4of Shephatiah 372 | 
Sof Arah 
‘of Pahath-Moab (through the line of 
Jeshua and Joab) 2,812 
7of Elam 1,254 
Sof Zattu 945, 
9%of Zaccai 760 

of Bani 642 
Not Bebai 623 
Rof Azgad 1,222 
130f Adonikam 666 
Mof Bigvai 2,056 
of Adin 454 

leof Ater (through Hezekiah) 98 

Vof Bezai ~ BZ mn 

18of Jorah 112 

190f Hashum 223 

20of Gibbar 95 

2Ithe men of Bethlehem 123 

2of Netophah 56 

2of Anathoth 128 

24of Azmaveth a2 

of Kiriath Jearim,* Kephirah and o 
Beeroth 


26of Ramah and Geba 
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Retailing the Altar 
3 Wo ke weewenety rae cate ant the benael 
A) dew Ant seetead ba heer tame, Che pee ae 
Next as cee ewe a fenton, Thea Feshua 
ne oe Annee wand Dis fellows prteets and Zerubbae 
De et Ot Shealtiel and Ds associates Dogan to 
SOA he altar of Che Gant ot Lxrael to sacrition Daunt 
»s goooedanoe worth what is written 
oe Mawes the aan of God, Despite their 
Se pentes around them, thew Gailt the 
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ngs OSE HY he Lae, Doeh the morning and eve- 
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wth the required nuander of hurt offerings pre: 
SCRA for each Gav “Arter that, they presented 
deo regetar Bernt ofterngs, the New Moon sacti- 
wes and the worhees for all the appointed sacred 
the Lowa, as well as those brought as 
ngs to the Lor. SOn the first day af 
groneh they began ft after burnt after 
he Lowe. though the foundation of the 
ge had not yet been laid 


Rebuilding the Temple 
“Then they gave money to the masans aitd car- 


2:03 The Need for Guidance 

The Urim and Thammim were something that the 
perests in the Old Testament used to determine 
God's will Until the Urim and Thummim could be 
used, the lamilies whose records were lost (verse 
©2) had ao way to establish themselves as genuine 
pervests, 
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Opposition to the Rebuilding 
When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin 

A eg i iecan ten vane for — 

the Lorn, the God of Israel) 2they came to 

babel and to the heads of the families and said, 


your God antl Mavs Set 
the time of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, , 
brought us here,” ‘ 


the entire of M r 
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Later Opposition Under Xerresand 
Artaxerxes ni 


6 Hebrew Ahasueras, a variant of 


———— 


SERA &? 
Drteent ay ACCUSAEHNY agTATT RE the people of tudaly 
at Rerweten 

And an the days of Artaxerxes King ot Persia, 
axkiam, Mithredath, Tabeel and the vest of hin 
axsacates Wrote a fetter to Artaxeres, The letter 
\uas written ay Aramaic seripc and in the Aramaic 


o commanding officer and Shimshal 
hy wrote a fetter against Jerusalem to 
Artaverves the King as follows: 


won the commanding officer and Shim 
secretary, together with the pest of 
asscontes-—-the judges and officials over 
. Trpolis, Persia.e Breech and 
dye Blamites of Susa, and the other 

© whom the great and honorable Ashur- 
orted and settled in the city of 
elsewhere in Trans-Buphrates. 


is a copy of the letter they sent him.) 
OMS, 


servants, the men of Trans-Eu- 


should know that the Jews who 
from you have gone to Jerusa+ 
rebuilding that rebellious and 
They are restoring the walls and 
foundations 
more, the king should know that if 
ts built and its walls are restored, no 
s, tribute or duty will be paid, and 
es will suffer. "Now since we 
tion to the palace and it is not 
s to see the king dishonored, we 
g this message to inform the king, 
a search may be made in the archives 
predecessors. In these records you 
nd that this city is a rebellious city, trou- 
ome to kings and provinces, a place of 
rebellion from ancient times. That is why this 
ty was destroyed. !6We inform the king that 
if this city is built and its walls are restored, 
you will be left with nothing in Trans-Euphra- 
tes. 


are 


i7The king sent this reply: 


To Rehum the commanding officer, Shimshai 
the secretary and the rest of their associates 


4:6 A Flash Forward 

The section from 4:6 to 4:23 is a glance forward in 
history. The Israelites would continue to feel 
opposition from their neighbors even long after the 
temple was successfully completed. The quarrel 
described here, during Xerxes’ and Artaxerxes’ 
reigns, was not over the temple but the defensive 
wall to be built around jerusalem— a wall 
Nehemiah, with Ezra’s help, completed years later. 
Se Ee 


*7 Or wmitten in Aramaic and translated 


the men from 410 Aramaic 
pee cin Osnappar, a variant of Ashurbantpal 


Living ir Samaria and elsewhere inv ‘Transfus 
Pphratew ’ fh 


Groetings 


Wwyhe totter you sent Ais has been read and tag 


inmy 4 
translate puma, anditwas found that 


thin city has long 

nd has been a place of rebellion and / 
Seon wjerusalem has had Oe ie 
ruling over the whole of Trans-Buphrates, 
taxes, tribute and duty were paid to them, 
2iNow issue an order to these men to stop 
work, so that this eity will not be rebuilt untill 
so order, 2Be careful not to neglect this mat= 
ter, Why let this threat grow, to the detriment 
of the royal interests? 


20As soon as the copy of the letter of King Artax: 


erxes was read to Rehum and Shimshai the secre- 
tary and their associates, they went immediately to 


the Jews in Jerusalem and compelled them. by force 
to stop. 

24’Thus the work on the house of God in Jerusa- 
Jom came toa standstill until the second year of the 
reign of Darius king of Persia, * 


Tattenai’s Letter to Darius 


Now Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the 
prophet, a descendant of Iddo, prophesied to 

the Jews in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the 
God of Israel, who was over them. 2Then Zerubba- 
bel son of Shealtiel and Jeshua son of Jozadak set to 
work to rebuild the house of God in Jerusalem, 
And the prophets of God were with them, helping 
them, 

3At that time Tattenai, governor of Trans-Eu- 
phrates, and Shethar-Bozenai and their associates 
went to them and asked, “Who authorized you to 
rebuild this temple and restore this structure?” 
‘They also asked, ‘‘What are the names of the men 
constructing this building?’’e 5But the eye of their 
God was watching over the elders of the Jews, and 
they were not stopped until a report could go to 
Darius and his written reply be received, ’ 

6This is a copy of the letter that Tattenai, gover- 
nor of Trans-Euphrates, and Shethar-Bozenai and 
their associates, the officials of Trans-Euphrates, 


sent to King Darius. 7The report they sent him read 


as follows: 
To King Darius: 
Cordial greetings. 
8The king should know that we went to the 
district of Judah, to the temple of the great 


God. The people are building it with large 
stones and placing the timbers in the walls. 


The work is being carried on with diligence 


and is making rapid progress under their di- 
rection. <7 ree 


We questioned the elders and asked them, 


“Who authorized you to rebuild this temple 
*7 The text of Ezra 4:8—6-18 is in Aramaic, rr 


“4 See Septuagint; Aramaic ‘We fold them the names of the men 


uy Pom 


‘9 Or officials, magistrates and governors over 


formatot 
thie the answer they gave BS 


ee ners angered the God of heaven, fhe 
handed them over to Nebuchadnezzar the 
Chaldean, king of Babylon, who destroyed 
this temple and deported the people to Bab- 


yion 


13However, in the first year of Cyrus kang 
of Babylon, King Cyrus issued 2 decree to 
rebuild this house of God. He even removed 
from the temples of Babylon the gold and 
silver articles of the house of God, which 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple 
in Jerusalem and brought to the templet in 
Babylon 
‘Then King Cyrus gave them to a man 
eshbazzar, whom he had appointed 
"and he told him, “Take these arti- 
go and deposit them in the temple in 
Jerusalem. And rebuild the house of God on 
*So this Sheshbazzar came and laid 
tions of the house of God in Jerusa- 
that day to the present it has been 
struction but is not vet finished.~ changes this dict ab is tobe: 


"Now if it pleases the king, let 2 search be his house and he: bean sh 


The Decree of Darius 

6; Kite, Davies then ssseed an enter andiliny 
searched in the archives stored in the treasury 

2A scroll was found in the ctadel of 

in the province of Media, and this was 


written on it: 


Memorandum 


3In the first year of King Cyrus, the king 
d 2 decree concerning the temple of God 
in Jerusalem 

Let the temple be rebuilt as a place to 
present sacnfices, and let its foundations be 
laid. It is to be ninety fee? high and ninety 


nT 
6:2 The Ring of Truth 


In a made-up legend, there is no need to add 
tie up neatly. Real life is messier. Here is a typical 


oo 


of God at Jeresaiem, according to 
in the Book of Moses. 


The Passover 
*On the fourteenth day of the the 
eles celebrated the Passover. ©The iow] 


Lev had puriied themselves and ‘were all cere 
monially dean The Levites slaughtered’ the Pass- 


INSIGHT “- 


Ezra, a Man of the Heart — 
He applied God's word to bimself before preacbimn te 
=" me 


ra was and confessing, Y hi himself down before the 
cued of eae ae tah around him. 10:1 


k how to get things done. He had the jtical knowledge to win a Persian 
Se a Te ne ore isn the asibemanship 10 Comanee seal tail eade 
and the organizational know-how to mount the long, complicated, and dangerous oan 
same time, Ezra was a priest who depended on God. He set aside st 
knew and lived by the Old Testament law. but used it as a path 
sth God. When he studied Scripture, he applied it to himself b 
es 
<e 


They 
completety lost his composure, tore his 
of repentance inspired a large crowd to 
to break up the marriages. women and, away. 
even in his emotional condition, put the machinery into operation and saw it 

Why did Ezra react so negat to these marriages? How could he allow 
away trom their fathers, families split? Some people see proof that he was rac 
to exclude non-jews from Israel. “ 

But racial purity was not Ezra’s worry. Non-Jews like Rahab and Ruth, who con 
Judaism tad tog been accepted into Israel. Ezra 6:21 suggests that outsiders 
Lord were still welcomed. Ezra’s concern was that intermarriage represented a comp 
that threatened the future existence of Israel. ° alls 


Tossing Away One Last Chance 
Marriage in those days was more gent 
alliance between two families. These mi 
israel’s neighbors worshiped idols, an act God hated. 
place in his people’s hearts. They must be a special 
The law told them not to intermarry (Exodus 34:15-16; 
Paul instructed Christians not to be “yoked to unbeli 
Christians already married to non-Christians not to 
Ezra’s prayer shows that petty technicalities of the law 
involved the heart. He saw his people falling into the same) 
God to give them up to the Babylonians years before. Had they lei 
exile? They were tossing away one last, remarkable 
Lite Questions: Ezra saw intermarriage as a compromise in 
compromises that have the same impact on their faith? 
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king had granted iam o 
of the Loan his \* ts 
ie teow lites, including priests, Levites, Singers; 
gatekeepers and ¢ mple servants, also came up to 
Jerusalem in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes. 
SEzra arrived in Jerusalem in the fifth month of 
21 ain year of the king. 9He had begun his 
journes Babylon on the first day of the first 
month. and he arrived in Jerusalem on the first day 
of the ffth month, for the gracious hand of his God 
was on him. !0For Ezra had devoted himself to the 
observance of the Law of the Lorp, and 
ts decrees and laws in Israel. 


the seve 


study and 
to teaching ! 


King Artaxerxes’ Letter to Ezra 

IThis is a copy of the letter King Artaxerxes had 
given to Ezra the priest and teacher, aman learned 
in matters concerning the commands and decrees 
of the Logo for Israel. 


i Artaxerxes, king of kings, 


To Ezra the priest, a teacher of the Law of the 
God of heaven: 


Greetings. 
13Now | decree that any of the Israelites in 
my kingdom, including priests and Levites, 
who wish to go to Jerusalem with you, may 
20. You are sent by the king and his seven 
advisers to inquire about Judah and Jerusalem 
with regard to the Law of your God, which is 
in your hand. Moreover, you are to take 
with you the silver and gold that the king and 
his advisers have freely given to the God of 
Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem, 16to- 
gether with all the silver and gold you may 
obtain from the province of Babylon, as well 
as. the freewill offerings of the people and 
priests for the temple of their God in Jerusa- 
lem. !7With this money be sure to buy bulls, 
rams and male lambs, together with their 
grain offerings and drink offerings, and sacri- 
fice them on the altar of the temple of your 
God in Jerusalem. 
18You and your brother Jews may then do 
whatever seems best with the rest of the silver 
and gold, in accordance with the will of your 
God. !9Deliver to the God of Jerusalem all the 
articles entrusted to you for worship in the 
temple of your God. And anything else 
needed for the temple of your God that you 
may have occasion to supply, you may pro- 


for the temple of the God of heaven. Why “ 
should there be wrath against the realm of the 
king and of his sons? 24You are also to know” 
that you have no authority to impose ft 
tribute or duty on any of the priests, Levites, 
singers, gatekeepers, temple servants or other 
workers at this house of God. f 
2And you, Ezra, in accordance with the 
wisdom of your God, which you possess, ap- 
point magistrates and judges to administer 
justice to all the people of Trans-Euphrates— 
all who know the laws of your God. And you 
are to teach any who do not know them. 
2sWhoever does not obey the law of your God 
and the law of the king must surely be pun- 
ished by death, banishment, confiscation of 
property, or imprisonment. 
27Praise be to the Lorp, the God of our fathers, 
who has put it into the king’s heart to bring honor 
to the house of the Lorp in Jerusalem in this way 
28and who has extended his good favor to me:be- 
fore the king and his advisers and all the king’s 
powerful officials. Because the hand of the Lorp 
my God was on me, I took courage and gathered 
leading men from Israel to go up with me. 
List of the Family Heads Returning 
With Ezra 
§ ee ee ee 
tered with them who came up with me from 
Babylon during the reign of King Artaxerxes: 
2of the descendants of Phinehas, Gershom; 
of the descendants of Ithamar, Daniel; 
of the descendants of David, Hattush Sof the 
descendants of Shecaniah; thee 
of the descendants of Parosh, Zechariah, 
and with him were registered 150 men; 
4of the descendants of Pahath-Moab, Elieho- 
enai son of Zerahiah, and with him 200 
men; 


Sof the descendants of Zattu,* Shecaniah son 


of Jahaziel, and with him 300 men; 


> 


‘ 
‘of the descendants of Adin, Ebed son of 


Jonathan, and with him 50 men; 2 
7of the descendants of Elam, Jeshaiah son of 
Athaliah, and with him 70 men; 
Sof the descendants of Shephatiah, Zebadiah 


son of Michael, and with him 80 men; ~ 
Sof the descendants of Joab, Obadiah son of ~ 


Jehiel, and with him 218 men; 
lof the descendants of Bani,‘ Shelomith son 


vide from the royal treasury. of Josiphiah, and with him 160 men; 
21Now I, King Artaxerxes, order all the trea- Nof the descendants of Bebai, Zechariah son 

surers of Trans-Euphrates to provide with dili- of Bebai, and with him 28 men; 

gence whatever Ezra the priest, a teacher of of the descendants of Azgad, Johanan son of 

the Law of the God of heaven, may ask of Hakkatan, and with him 110 men; 


you— ~up to a hundred talents? of silver, a 
hundred cors of wheat, a hundred baths? of 


\3of the descendants of Adonikam, the last 


ones, whose names were Eliphelet, Jeuel 


and Shemaiah, and with them 60 men; 


r 


wine, a hundred baths# of olive oil, and salt 
#12 The text of Ezra 7:12-26 is in Aramaic 


°22 That is, about 3/4 tor metric tons) probably, ‘ 
bushels (about 22 kiloliters) #22 That is, probably ss ourGht palens (sat 2 eae Ss Penge. ress 


tae 1 Esdras 8:32); Hebrew does not have Zattu ‘10 Some Septuagint manuscripts (also 1 Esdras 8:36); Hebrew does not: 
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Nor the descendants of Bigval, Uthat and Zace 
eur, and with them 70 men 


Phe Return to Jerusalem 
Ist assembled then at the canal that flows 
toward Ahava, and we camped there three days 
When Tchocked among the people and the priests, 
Lfound no Levites there, So | summoned Eliezer, 
Ariel, Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Blnathan, Na» 
than, Zechariah and Meshullam, who were lead: 
ers, and Jour and Blnathan, who were men of 
learning, Vand Esent them to tddo, the leader in 
Casiphia. [told them what to say to Iddo and his 
kinsmen, the temple servants in Casiphia, so that 
they might bring attendants to us for the house of 
our God. I8Because the gracious hand of our God 
was on us, they brought us Sherebiah, a capable 
man, trom the descendants of Mahli son of Levi, 
the son of Israel, and Sherebiah’s sons and broth- 
ers, I8 men; and Hashabiah, togeth 
shaiah from the descendants of Me 
brothers and nephews, 20 men, “They also 
brought 220 of the temple servants—a body that 
David and the officials had established to assist the 
Levites. All were registered by name. 
21There, by the Ahava Canal, | proclaimed a 
tast, so that we might humble ourselves before our 
God and ask him tor a safe journey for us and our 
children, with all our possessions. “1 was 
ashamed to ask the king for soldiers and horsemen 
to protect us from enemies on the road, because 
we had told the king, “The gracious hand of our 
God is on everyone who looks to him, but his great 
anger is against all who forsake him.” 23S0 we 
fasted and petitioned our God about this, and he 
answered our prayer 
24Then | set apart twelve of the leading priests, 
together with Sherebiah, Hashabiah and ten of 
their brothers, and | weighed out to them the 
offering of silver and gold and the articles that the 
king, his advisers, his officials and all Israel 
present there had donated for the house of our 
God. 261 weighed out to them 650 talents# of silver, 
silver articles weighing 100 talents,’ 100 talents? 
of gold, 2720 bowls of gold valued at 1,000 darics,¢ 
and two fine articles of polished bronze, as pre- 
cious as gold 
28] said to them, “You as well as these articles are 
consecrated to the Lorp. The silver and gold are a 
freewill offering to the Lorp, the God of your fa- 
thers. 2%Guard them carefully until you weigh 
them out in the chambers of the house of the Lorp 
in Jerusalem before the leading priests and the 
Levites and the family heads of Israel.” ®Then the 
priests and Levites received the silver and gold 
and sacred articles that had been weighed out tobe 
taken to the house of our God in Jerusalem. 
31On the twelfth day of the first month we set 
out from the Ahava Canal to go to Jerusalem. The 
hand of our God was on us, and he protected us 
from enemies and bandits along the way. 32So0 we 
arrived in Jerusalem, where we rested three days. 
33On the fourth day, in the house of our God, we 
weighed out the silver and gold and the sacred 


+26 That is, about 25 tons (about 22 metric tons) 
pounds (about 8.5 kilograms) 


articles inte 


*26 That is, about 3 3/4 tons (about 3.4 metric tons) 


son of 

the priest, r nas 

craze inna Phin 

Noadiah son of Bionui, “every d 

ed for b Number and weight & 

Welght was recorded at that time sod ap 
b the exiles who had rete se 1 hed 


3 
: 


rials male lambs and, as 4 ain | 
te \ i 
ale Boats, All this was a burr one ae 


Lorp, also delivered the 
ng he governors of Trans- 
Toyal Satraps and to the gon aN 


Euphrates, who then gave ans! 
and to the house of God 
Bzra’s Prayer About Intermarriage 
peen done, the leaders 
cmb? Ait the people of Isat, 
including the priests and the Levites, have not 
kept themselyes separate from the neighboring 
peoples with their detestable practices, like those 
of the Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, 
Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites. 
2They have taken some of their daughters as wives 
for themselves and their sons, and have mingled 
the race with the peoples around them, And 
the | s and officials have led the way in this 
unl Ines,” 
n | heard this, | tore my tunic and cloak, 
pulled hair from my head and beard and sat down 
ap) . {Then everyone who trembled at the 
words of the God of Israel gathered around me 
because of this unfaithfulness of the exiles. And I 
sat there appalled until the evening sacrifice. 
5Then, at the evening sacrifice, | rose from my 
self-abasement, with my tunic and cloak torn, and 
fell on my knees with my hands spread out to the 
Lorp my God *and prayed: 

“O my God, | am too ashamed and dis- 
graced to lift up my face to you, my God, 
because our sins are higher than our heads 
and our guilt has reached to the heavens. 
7From the days of our forefathers until now, 
our guilt has been great. Because of our sins, 
we and our kings and our priests have been 
subjected to the sword and captivity, to pil- 
lage and humiliation at the hand of foreign 
kings, as it is today. 

8"But now, for a brief moment, the Lorp 
our God has been gracious in leaving us a 
remnant and giving us a firm place in his sanc- 
tuary, and so our God gives light to our eyes 
and a little relief in our bondage. Though we — 
are slaves, our God has not deserted usin our 
bondage, He has shown us kindness in the 
sight of the kings of Persia: He has granted us. 
new life to rebuild the house of our God and 
repair its ruins, and he has given us a wall of 
protection in Judah and Jerusalem. : 

10"But now, O our God, what can we say 
after Bios For we have disregarded the com- 

mands !lyou gave through your servants the Rie 


<2 Thai bout 
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prophets when you said: ‘The land you are 
entering to possess is a land polluted by the 
corruption of its peoples By their detestable 
practices they have filled it with their impunty 
from one end to the other. 12Therefore, do not 
sive your daughters in marnage to their sons 
3 take their daughters for your sons. Do not 
eek a treaty of frendship with them at any 
time you may be strong and eat the good 
things of the land and leave it to your children 
) everlasting inheritance,” 
What has happened to us is a result of 
our evil deeds and our great guilt, and yet, our 
God, you have punished us less than our sins 
have deserved and have given us a remnant 
like this. 4Shall we again break your com- 
mands and intermarry with the peoples who 
commit such detestable practices? Would you 
not be angry enough with us to destroy us, 
leaving us no remnant or survivor? 45O Lorp, 
God of Israel, you are righteous! We are left 
this day as a remnant. Here we are before you 
in our guilt, though because of it not one of us 
can stand in your presence.” 


The People’s Confession of Sin 
1 0 While Ezra was praying and confessing, 
weeping and throwing himself down before 
the house of God, a large crowd of Israelites— 
men, women and children—gathered around him. 
They too wept bitterly. 2Then Shecaniah son of 
Jehiel, one of the descendants of Elam, said to 
Ezra, “We have been unfaithful to our God by 
marrying foreign women from the peoples around 
us. But in spite of this, there is still hope for Israel. 
iNow let us make a covenant before our God to 
send away all these women and their children, in 
accordance with the counsel of my lord and of 
those who fear the commands of our God. Let it be 
done according to the Law. 4Rise up; this matter is 
in your hands. We will support you, so take cour- 
age and do it 
5So Ezra rose up and put the leading priests and 
Levites and all Israel under oath to do what had 
been suggested. And they took the oath. Then 
Ezra withdrew from before the house of God and 
went to the room of Jehohanan son of Eliashib. 
While he was there, he ate no food and drank no 
water, because he continued to mourn over the 
unfaithfulness of the exiles 
"A proclamation was then issued throughout 
Judah and Jerusalem for all the exiles to assemble 
in Jerusalem. SAnyone who failed to appear within 
three days would forfeit all his property, in accord- 
ance with the decision of the officials and elders, 


10:1 Unprecedented Response 
Ezra’s grief over Israel's spiritual compromise was 
similar to that of many prophets, But the people's 
response to Ezra was unprecedented. Pre-exile 
prophets like Amos or Jeremiah never saw’ such 
heartfelt repentance. Evidently the exile really had 
purified Israel, 


EZRA 10:22 
and would himself be expelled from the assembly 
of the exiles. 

Within the three days, all the men of Judah and 
Benjamin had gathered in Jerusalem. And on the 
twentieth day of the ninth month, all meres a 
were sitting in the square before the of God, 
greatly distressed by the occasion and because of 
the rain. Then Ezra the priest stood up and said 
to them, “You have been unfaithful; you have 


married foreign women, to Israel's guilt. 
MNow make confession ig the God of 
your fathers, and do his will. Separate yourselves 
from the peoples around you and from your for- 


matter cannot be taken care of in a day or two, 
because we have sinned greatly in this thing. “Let 
our officials act for the whole assembly. Then let — 
everyone in our towns who has married a foreign 
woman come at a set time, along with the elders 
and judges of each town, antil the fierce anger of 
our God in this matter is turned away from us.” 
15Only Jonathan son of Asahel and Jahzeiah son of 
Tikvah, supported by Meshullam and Shabbethai 
the Levite, opposed this. 

16So the exiles did as was proposed. Ezra the 
priest selected men who were family heads, one 
from each family division, and all of them desig- 
nated by name. On the first day of the tenth month 
they sat down to investigate the cases, and by the 
first day of the first month they finished dealing 
with all the men who had mamied foreign women_ 


Those Guilty of Intermarriage 
18Among the descendants of the priests, the 
From the descendants of Jeshua son of Joza- 
dak, and his brothers: Maaseiah, Eliezer, 
Jarib and Gedaliah. 29(They all gave their 
hands in pledge to put away their wives, 


and for their guilt they each presented a 
ram from the flock as a guilt offering) 
2From the descendants of Immer: 
Hanani and Zebadiah. 
21From the descendants of Harim: 
Uzziah. 
2From the descendants of Pashhur- 
Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethanel, 
Jozabad and Elasah. 


10:17 Corrupted Religious 
Leaders 


The problem Ezra had evidently expected to solve 
in a day (verse 13) took, in fact, two months to sort 


EZRA 10:23 
2Among the Levites: vd toa 
Jozabad, Shimei, Kelaiah (that is, Kelita), 
Pethahiah, Judah and Eliezer. 
From the singers: - 
Eliashib. J 

From the gatekeepers: ; 
Shallum, Telem and Uri. a 

25And among the other Israelites: 

From the descendants of Parosh: baht 
Ramiah, Izziah, Malkijah, Mijamin, Elea- 
zar, Malkijah and Benaiah. 

26From the descendants of Elam: 
Mattaniah, Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jere- 
moth and Elijah. . 
2?From the descendants of Zattu: 
Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, Jeremoth, 
Zabad and Aziza. . 
28From the descendants of Bebai: if 
Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai and Athiai. 
29From the descendants of Bani: 
Meshullam, Malluch, Adaiah, Jashub, 
Sheal and Jeremoth. Ms 
30From the descendants of Pahath-Moab: 
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NEHEMIAH 


INTRODUCTIO 


A Man of Action 
He set out to build a wall, but left an enduring legacy of leadership 


Don't be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight.” 4.14 7 


‘nthe book of Nehemiah we peek inside the personal memoirs of a great leader. atl 


| peer his style. He was an organizer, a pragmatic leader, That, no doubt, is 
his way to a top position in the the Persian empire, one of the grandest in the history of the 


world 

Yet his heart was elsewhere—in Jerusalem, a small, troublesome place far from the center of 
power. When he heard of the difficulties his people were experiencing there, he took his career— 
and probably his life—in his hands and spoke to the king about it. Shortly thereafter he was ‘ 
touring, by night, the broken-down walls of a city he probably had never seen before. 

Nearly 100 years had passed since his people had returned to Jerusalem from exile. Though the 
temple had been rebuilt, the city was barely occupied. More jews lived in the outlying see and 
towns than in the holy city, They mixed with all kinds of foreigners. They were in danger of losing 


their identity. Why? Partly because the city lacked a wall, 


What's in a Wall? 

For lack of a wall the Jews were facing assimilation into the culture of their neighbors. In those 
days a city without a wall was easy pickings for any robber band. Jews, conce for security, . 
had scattered among other nationalities in small villages outside Jerusalem, There they were 

e, culture and—most important—their own 


intermarrying and gradually losing their own languag 
religion. A wall would give them a chance to make Jerusalem a truly Jewish city, keeping it safe 
’ ’ 


and controlling who came and went 
Waiting fur arLeader 
What had kept them from doing anything about the broken-down wall for nearly 100 years? One 
obstacle was local resistance: powerful politicians were determined to keep the Jews down, ei 
Perhaps another reason was the lack of a leader like Nehemiah. In his memoirs, which fill most 
this book, he shows remarkable qualities of leadership: impassioned speech, prayer, organization, d 
rhaps his 


resolve, trust in God, quick and determined response to problems, unselfishness. Pe 
years in the Persian court had been preparing him. Organizing a difficult building project and 


handling fierce opposition seemed to come easily to him. 
Nehemiah was more than a good business manager. He was a man of God. He did not act 


without prayer, and he did not pray without acting. His prayers punctuate the book. He 
and never forgot to give him credit. He was not 


recognized God's role in all that We ieey 
, he never would have left-Persia. 


looking for earthly status—if he ha 


How to Read Nebemiah 

Nehemiah’s personality is the outstanding quality of the book that bears his name. No other 
biblical character gives such clear information about how he “practices the of God” 
while carrying a leadership role. As you read, take note of the qualities that made Nehem| 
successful as a leader and man of God, You may also wish to contrast his leadership with Ezra’s. 

They worked in tandem but had very different styles. Nehemiah was an activist, Ezra a student; ~ 
Nehemiah was outspoken, Ezra more withdrawn. Yet both faced similar problems and had similar — 
success—and the two worked smoothly together. 

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah both tell how the disgraced and chastened jews returned from 
exile to rebuild their country. As history, Nehemiah includes some long lists of different family 
groups, as well as a detailed description of who built which parts of the Jerusalem wall, Unless 

; 
rT 
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you are an advanced student, you should skim these lists mainly | 
they were kept. Concentrate more on how the Israelites had 
exile, making them ready to meet new challenges when they 


PLANS FOR READING NEHEMIAH 
PLAN 1: An Overview of Nehemiah in 2 Days 


(J Day 1, Read chapter 2, which tells how Nehemig 
() Day 2. Read chapter 8, showing the power of oF 


PLAN 2: All of Nehemiah in 12 Days 
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his work on the wall. 
ord read aloud i 


eS . 


Nehemiah’s Prayer 
y| The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah: 


In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, 
while | was in the citadel of Susa, 2Hanani, one of 
my brothers, came from Judah with some other 
men, and I questioned them about the Jewish rem- 
nant that survived the exile, and also about Jerusa- 
lem. 

3They said to me, “Those who survived the exile 
and are back in the province are in great trouble 
and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken 
down, and its’gates have been burned with fire.” 

4When I beard these things, I sat down and 
wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and 
prayed before the God of heaven. 5Then I said: 


“O Lorp, God of heaven, the great and 
awesome God, who keeps his covenant of 
love with those who love him and obey his 
commands, ‘let your ear be attentive and your 
eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is 
praying before you day and night for your 
servants, the people of Israel. I confess the 
sins we Israelites, including myself and my 
father’s house, have committed against you. 
7We have acted very wickedly toward you. 
We have not obeyed the commands, decrees 
and laws you gave your servant Moses. 

8“Remember the instruction you gave your 
servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I 
will scatter you among the nations, 9but if you 
return to me and obey my commands, then 
even if your exiled people are at the farthest 
horizon, I will gather them from there and 
bring them to the place I have chosen asa 
dwelling for my Name.’ 

10’ They are your servants and your people, 
whom you redeemed by your great strength 
and your mighty hand. 110 Lord, let your ear 
be attentive to the prayer of this your servant 


and to the prayer of your servants who delight 
in revering your name. Give your servant suc- 
cess today eeaatns him favor in the pres- 
ence of this man,” 


I was cupbearer to the king. 
Artaxerxes Sends Nehemiah to Jerusalem 


2 In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of 

King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for 

him, I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had 

not been sad in his presence before; 2so the king 

asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when 

you are not ill? This can be nothing but sadness of 
eart.”” 

I was very much afraid, 3but I said to the king, 
“May the king live forever! Why should my face 
not look sad when the city where my fathers are 
buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been de- 
stroyed by fire?” 

4The Said to me, “What is it you want?” 

Then I prayed to the God of heaven, Sand I 
answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if 
your servant has found favor in his sight, let him 
send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are 
buried so that I can rebuild it.” 

‘Then the king, with the queen sitting beside 
him, asked me, “How long will your journey take, 
and when will you get back?” It pleased the king to 
send me; so | set a time. 


2:4 The “Arrow Prayer” - 
Nehemiah characteristically prayed t 

he went about his duties, He even “shot ot 
to God, silently asking him for help in the middle 
of this crucial ton with the king. He 
spontaneously d prayers as he wrote his 
memortrs. Some other xamples: 1:5-11: a 
5:19; 6:9,14; 13:14,22,31, SAGAS: 
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ML also said to him, “If it pleases the ing: my 
have letters to the governors of Tee et : 
at the: | provide me | 
“a a yeaan rd may Enave letteetD Asaph 
keeper of the king’s forest © he wa (Bist 
timber to make be Wis for the gates of the citadel by 

» temph d for the city wall and for the resi- 
he upy?” And because the gracious 


was upon me, the king granted 


dence I will 


king hae 


Me hen Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the 
ammonite official heard about this, they were 
very much disturbed that someone had come to 
promote the welfare of the Israelites. 


Nehemiah Inspects Jerusalem's Walls 
Hy went to Jerusalem, and after staying: there 
three days !21 set out during the night with a few 
men. | had not told anyone what my God had put 
in my heart to do for Jerusalem. There were no 
mounts with me except the one | was riding on. 
IBy night | went out through the Valley Gate 
toward the Jackalé Well and the Dung Gate, exam- 
ining the walls of Jerusalem, which had been bro- 
ken down, and its gates, which had been de- 
stroyed by fire. 4Then | moved on toward the 
Fountain Gate and the King’s Pool, but there was 
not enough room for my mount to get through; 
15s0 | went up the valley by night, examining the 
wall. Finally, | turned back and reentered through 
the Valley Gate. !6The officials did not know 
where | had gone or what I was doing, because as 
yet I had said nothing to the Jews or the priests or 
nobles or officials or any others who would be 
doing the work 
\7Then I said to them, ‘You see the trouble we 
are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have 
been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the 
wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in 
disgrace.” 181 also told them about the gracious 
hand of my God upon me and what the king had 
said to me. 
They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they 
began this good work 
l9But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the 
Ammonite official and Geshem the Arab heard 
about it, they mocked and ridiculed us. “What is 


2:10 Powerful Opponents 

Both Sanballat and Tobiah were influential local 
politicians. Sanballat’s family governed Samaria 
and had managed to marry into the high priest’s 
family (see 13:28). Tobiah, an official in Ammon (a 
small country east of Judah), had family ties and 
influence among the top Jewish families (see 
6:17-19; 13:4,5). There is some evidence both men 
were from Jewish backgrounds, though they 
preferred the political status quo in which Jewish 
identity was diluted. 


#13 Or Serpent or Fig 
wbits (about 450 meters) 


*5 Or their Lord or the governor 


6 Or Old 
15 Hebrew Shela, a variant of Shiloah, that is, Siloam, 


this you are doing?” they asked. “Are you rebel- 


ling against the king?” 
SOL answered them by saying, “The God of 
heaven will give us success. We his servants will 


start rebuilding, but as for you, you have no 
in Jerusalem or any claim or historic night 2 


Builders of the Wall 
Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests _ 
went to'work and rebuilt the Sheep Gate. They 

dedicated it and set its doors in place, as 
far as the Tower of the Hundred, which they dedi- 
cated, and as far as the Tower of Hananel. 7The 
men of Jericho built the adjoining section, and 
Zaccur son of Imri built next to them. / 

3The Fish Gate was rebuilt by the sons of Has- 
senaah. They laid its beams and put its doors and 
bolts and bars in place. 4Meremoth son of 
the son of Hakkoz, repaired the next section. Next 
to him Meshullam son of Berekiah, the son of Me- 
shezabel, made repairs, and next to him Zadok son 
of Baana also made repairs. 7The next section was» 
repaired by the men of Tekoa, but their nobles 
would not put their shoulders to the work under 
their supervisors. 3 

6The Jeshanahe Gate was repaired by Joiada son 
of Paseah and Meshullam son of jah. They 
laid its beams and put its doors and bolts and bars 
in place. 7Next to them, repairs were made by men 
from Gibeon and Mizpah—Melatiah of Gibeon 
and Jadon of Meronoth—places under the author- 
ity of the governor of Trans-Euphrates. 8Uzzielson 
of Harhaiah, one of the goldsmiths, repaired the 
next section; and Hananiah, one of the perfume- 
makers, made repairs next to that, They restored? 
Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall. °Rephaiah son 
of Hur, ruler of a half-district of Jerusalem, re- 
paired the next section, ‘Adjoining this, Jedaiah 
son of Harumaph made repairs opposite his 
house, and Hattush son of Hashabneiah made 
pairs next to him. !!Malkijah son of Harim 
Hasshub son of Pahath-Moab repaired another 
section and the Tower of the Ovens. !2Shallum son 
of Hallohesh, ruler of a half-district of J 
repaired the next section with the help of 
daughters. 


13The Valley Gate was repaired by Hanun and 
the residents of Zanoah. They rebuilt it and put its 
doors and bolts and bars in place. They also re- 
paired five hundred yards¢ of the wall as far as the 
Dung Gate. 


\4The Dung Gate was repaired by Malkijah son 
of Recab, ruler of the district of Beth Hakkerem. He 
Si it and put its doors and bolts and bars in 
place. : 


1sThe Fountain Gate was repaired by Shallun 
son of Col-Hozeh, calershtet taecit chVaeeare 
He rebuilt it, roofing it over and putting its doors 
and bolts and bars in place. He also repaired the 
wall of the Pool of Siloam,‘ by the King’s Garden, 
as far as the steps going down from the City of 
48 Or They left out purt of #13. MHieborew 4 thescsand 


ru 
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i i of Azbuk, 
David. Beyond him, Nehemiah son z 
if-district of Beth Zur, made repairs up 
gee e tombs of David, as far as 
he House of the rites 
i z y the 
17Next to him, the repairs were made by 
Levies furider Rehum son of Bani. Beside ney, 
Hashabiah, ruler of half the district of Keilah, 


oN of Jeshua, 
trict of Keilah. !¥Next to him, Ezer son 
aiera Mizpah, repaired another section, from a 


of Ophel. 


28Above the Horse Gate, the priests made re- 
pairs, each in front of his own house. Next to 
them, Zadok son of Immer made repairs opposite 
his house. Next to him, Shemaiah son of Sheca- 
niah, the guard at the East Gate, made repairs. 
WNext to him, Hananiah son of Shelemiah, and 
Hanun, the sixth son of Zalaph, repaired another 
section. Next to them, Meshullam son of Berekiah 
made repairs opposite his living quarters. 3!Next 
to him, Malkijah, one of the goldsmiths, made 
repairs as far as the house of the temple servants 
and the merchants, opposite the Inspection Gate, 
and as far as the room above the corner; Zand 
between the room above the corner and the Sheep 
Gate the goldsmiths and merchants made repairs. 


Opposition to the Rebuilding 


When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding 

the wall, he became angry and was greatly 
incensed. He ridiculed the Jews, 2and in the pres- 
ence of his associates and the army of Samaria, he 
said, “What are those feeble Jews doing? Will they 
restore their wall? Will they offer sacrifices? Will 
they finish in a day? Can they bring the stones 
back to life from those heaps of rubble—burned as 
they are?” 


sTobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, 


“16 Hebrew; Septuagint, some Vulgate manuscripts and Syriac tomb 


casa 


see us, we will be right there among th 

kill them and put an end to the work.” bg 
12Then the Jews who lived near them came 

told us ten times over, “Wherever you turn, they 

will attack us.” 


them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awe- 
some, and fight for your brothers, your sons and. 
your daughters, your wives and your homes.” 
15When our enemies heard that we were aware 
of their plot and that God had frustrated it, we all 
returned to the wall, each to his own work. 


16From that day on, half of my men did the 


work, while the other half were equipped with 
spears, shields, bows and armor. The officers post- 
ed themselves behind all the people of Judah 
17who were building the wall. Those who carne 
materials did their work with one hand and held a 
weapon in the other, !8and each of the 
wore his sword at his side as he worked. the 
man who sounded the trumpet stayed with me. 
\sThen I said to the nobles, the officials and the 
rest of the people, “The work is extensive 


spread out, and we are widely Soclines P 


"18 Two Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac : { L 
<3 Or have provoked you to anger hefore nad Soensenetets , 


: a 
r a 


and verse 24); most Hebrew manuscripts Bavuai 


a9 


|, WWherever you hear the 


along the wal 
Other along the ve, Our God will 


sound of the trumpet, join us the 
hor wal 

Prise we continued the work with half the men 
holeling spears, from the first light of dawn till oe 
stars came out, 2At that time T also said to the 
people, “Have every man and his helper stay ine 
Side Jerusalem at night, so they can serve Us as 
guards by nightand workmen by day.” Neither I 
hor my brothers nor my men nor the guards with 

Hour clothes; each had his weapon, even 


vent for water. 


ah Helps the Poor 


Now the men and their wives raised a great 
5 outcry against their Jewish brothers, 2Some 
We and our sons and daughters are 


were saying 
humerous, in order for us to eat and stay alive, we 
must get grain 

‘Others were saying, "We are mortgaging our 
fields, our vineyards and our homes to get grain 
during the famine.” 

‘Still others were saying, ‘We have had to bor- 
row money to pay the king’s tax on our fields and 
vineyards. ‘Although we are of the same flesh and 
blood as our countrymen and though our sons are 


1s good as theirs, yet we have to subject our sons 
ind daughters to slavery. Some of our daughters 
have already been enslaved, but we are powerless, 
because our fields and our vineyards belong to 
others 
¢When | heard their outcry and these charges, I 
was very angry. 71 pondered them in my mind and 
then accused the nobles and officials. I told them, 
“You are exacting usury from your own country- 
men!” So | called together a large meeting to deal 
with them 8and said: “As far as possible, we have 
bought back our Jewish brothers who were sold to 
the Gentiles. Now you are selling your brothers, 
only for them to be sold back to us!” They kept 
quiet, because they could find nothing to say. 
9So0 I continued, ‘What you are doing is not 
right. Shouldn't you walk in the fear of our God to 
avoid the reproach of our Gentile enemies? 101 and 
my brothers and my men are also lending the 
people money and grain. But let the exacting of 
usury stop! !1Give back to them immediately their 
fields, vineyards, olive groves and houses, and 
also the usury you are charging them—the hun- 
dredth part of the money, grain, new wine and 
oil,” 
12'We will give it back,” they said. “And we will 
not demand anything more from them. We will do 
as you say.” 
Then I summoned the priests and made the 
nobles and officials take an oath to do what they 
had promised. 131 also shook out the folds of my 


robe and said, “In this way may God shake out of 


his house and possessions every man who does 
not keep this promise. So may such a man be 
shaken out and emptied!” 

At this the whole assembly said, “Amen,” and 


°23 The meaning of the Hebrew for this clause is uncertain. 


Hebrew manuscripts; some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac | 


variant of Geshem 
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praleed the Lome? And ha peeplsi aise 197 Mi 


taxerxes, when 1 was aj 
nor in the land of Judah, until his 


years—twelve ither | nor my brothers ate 
the food allotted to the governor, it the earlier 
governors—those Naced a heavy 


Their assistants also lorded it over the people, 
out of reverence for God I did not act like that. 
i6Instead, | devoted myself to the work on 
wall. All my men were assembled there for 
work; wee did not acquire any land. 
17Furthermore, a hundred and fifty Jews and 
officials ate at my table, as well as those who came 
to us from the surrounding nations. '8Each day 
one ox, six choice sheep and some poultry were 
prepared for me, and every ten days an abundant 
supply of wine of all kinds. In spite of all this, 1 
never demanded the food allotted to the governor, 
because the demands were heavy on these people. 
19Remember me with favor, O my God, for all I 
have done for these people. 


Further Opposition to the Rebuilding 

When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Ge- 

shem the Arab and the rest of our enemies that 
Thad rebuilt the wall and not a gap was left in it— 
though up to that time I had not set the doors in 
the gates— 2Sanballat and Geshem sent me this 
message: “Come, let us meet together in one of the 
villages4 on the plain of Ono.” 

But they were scheming to harm me; 3so I sent _ 
messengers to them with this reply: “I am carrying 
on a great project and cannot go down. Why 
should the work stop while I leave it and go down 
to you?” 4Four times they sent me the same mes- 
sage, and each time I gave them the same answer. 

5Then, the fifth time, Sanballat sent his aide to 
me with the same message, and in his hand was an 
unsealed letter 6in which was written: 


“It is reported among the nations—and Ge- 


shemé says it is trae—that you and the Jews _ 


are plotting to revolt, and therefore you are 
building the wall. Moreover, according to 
these reports you are about to become their 


king 7and have even appointed prophets to r 
make this proclamation about you in Jerusa- _ 
lem: ‘There is a king in Judah!’ Now this report _ 


will get back to the king; so come, let us confer 
together.” 


51 sent him this reply: “Nothing like wlan 


¢ 


are saying is happening; you are just making it up Z 


out of your head.” 


SThey were all trying to frighten us, feinking : iv 
‘Their hands will get too weak for the work, and 
4 


will not be completed.” 
But I prayed, “Now 


"15 Thats, about 1 pound (about 0.5 16 Most 
42 Orin Kephirim «6 Hebrew Gashmy, a 
Ae 
- = eg > 


ween, 
i0One day Weld WOnfiS house bene teat sont 
of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabel, who was shut in 
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at his home. He said, “Let us meet in the house of 
God, inside the temple, and let us close the temple 
doors, because men are coming to kill you—by 
night they are coming to kill you.” . 

iiBut I said, “Should a man like me run away? 
Or should one like me go into the temple to save 
his life? I will not go!” I realized that God had not 
sent him, but that he had prophesied against me 
because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. He 
had been hired to intimidate me so that I would 
commit a sin by doing this, and then they would 
give me a bad name to discredit me. 

14Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, O my God, 
because of what they have done; remember also 
the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the proph- 
ets who have been trying to intimidate me 


The Completion of the Wall 

15So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth 
of Elul, in fifty-two days. When all our enemies 
heard about this, all the surrounding nations were 
afraid and lost their self-confidence, because they 
realized that this work had been done with the 
help of our God. - 

I7Also, in those days the nobles of Judah were 
sending many letters to Tobiah, and replies from 
Tobiah kept coming to them. !8For many in Judah 
were under oath to him, since he was son-in-law to 
Shecaniah son of Arah, and his son Jehohanan had 
married the daughter of Meshullam son of Bere- 
kiah. !9Moreover, they kept reporting to me his 
good deeds and then telling him what I said. And 
Tobiah sent letters to intimidate me. 

After the wall had been rebuilt and I had set the 

doors in place, the gatekeepers and the singers 

and the Levites were appointed. 2I put in charge of 
Jerusalem my brother Hanani, along with? Hana- 
niah the commander of the citadel, because he was 
a man of integrity and feared God more than most 
men do. 31 said to them, “The gates of Jerusalem 
are not to be opened until the sun is hot. While the 
gatekeepers are still on duty, have them shut the 
doors and bar them. Also appoint residents of 
Jerusalem as guards, some at their posts and some 
near their own houses.” 


The List of the Exiles Who Returned 


4Now the city was large and spacious, but there 
were few people in it, and the houses had not yet 
been rebuilt. 5So my God put it into my heart to 
assemble the nobles, the officials and the common 
people for registration by families. I found the 
genealogical record of those who had been the first 
to return, This is what I found written there: 
6These are the people of the province who 
came up from the captivity of the exiles whom 


7:6 Remembering Our Past 
Because their cultural identity was threatened, the 
Jews in Ezra and Nehemiah kept careful track of 
their roots, This list (verses 8-73) almost exactly 
repeats the one found in Ezra 2. 


*2 Or Hanani, that is 
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Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had taker 
captive (they returned to Jerusalem and 
Judah, each to his own town, 7in company 
with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, 5 
riah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bils! 


a 


-Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum and Baanah): 


The list of the men of Israel: 
8the descendants of Parosh 2172 
9of Shephatiah 372 
Wof Arah 652 
Mof Pahath-Moab (through the line 
of Jeshua and Joab) 2,818 
of Elam 1,254 
Gof Zattu 845 
Mof Zaccai i) 
5of Binnui 6s 
bof Bebai 628 
Vof Azgad 2,922 
18of Adonikam 667 
of Bigvai 2,067 
2Mof Adin f 655 
2of Ater (through Hezekiah) 98 
2of Hashum 228 
Bof Bezai Se 
24of Hariph 112 
of Gibeon bs 
26the men of Bethlehem and Netophah | 188 
of Anathoth 128 
28of Beth Azmaveth 42 
290f Kiriath Jearim, Kephirah and 
Beeroth 743 
3%of Ramah and Geba 621 
3lof Micmash 122 
32of Bethel and Ai pind 23) 
330f the other Nebo 52 
Hof the other Elam 1,254 
35of Harim : 320 
of Jericho 345 
370f Lod, Hadid and Ono 721 
380f Senaah 3,930 
39The priests: 
the descendants of Jedaiah (through the 
family of Jeshua) 
M#of Immer 1,052 
4lof Pashhur 1,247 
of Harim 1,017 
The Levites: 
the descendants of Jeshua (through 
Kadmiel through the line . 
of Hodaviah) 74 
4The singers: 
the descendants of Asaph 148. 
45The gatekeepers: 
the descendants of 
Shallum, Ater, Talmon, Akkub, 
Hatita and Shobai 138 
4The temple servants: ; 
the descendants of 


Aiha, Howupha, Tabhacth, 
Keron, Sia, Paden: 
Lebar, Hagaba Shalmaly 
WHanan, Gitdel & 
tal, Rezin, Ne 
vim, eee, Panwa, 
PMeunim, Nephussin, 
 Hakupha, Harhar, 
fh. Mehida, Marsha, 
ssHarkos, Sisera, Tema, 
oNevialy and Hatipha 


a 


wT he descendants 


the descendants of 
Sotai, Sophereth, Perida, 
SJaala, Darkon, Giddel, 
WShephatiah, Hattil, 
Pokereth-Hazzebaim and Amon 


The temple servants and the descendants 
of the servants of Solomon 


olThe following came up from the towns of 
Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Kerub, Addon and 
Immer, but they could not show that their 
families were descended from Israel 
othe descendants of 


Delaiah, Tobiah and Nekoda 


6}And from among the priests: 


642 


the descendants of 
Hobaiah, Hakkoz and Barzillai (a man 
who had married a daughter of Barzillai 
the Gileadite and was called by that 
name) 


’These searched for their family records, 
but they could not find them and so were 
excluded from the priesthood as unclean, 
65The governor, therefore, ordered them not 
to eat any of the most sacred food until there 
should be a priest ministering with the Urim 
and Thummim, 


The whole company numbered 42,360, 
67besides their 7,337 menservants and maid- 
servants; and they also had 245 men and 
women singers. There were 736 horses, 245 
mules,# 69435 camels and 6,720 donkeys. 


70Some of the heads of the families contrib- 
uted to the work. The governor gave to the 
treasury 1,000 drachmas? of gold, 50 bowls 
and 530 garments for priests. 7‘Some of the 
heads of the families gave to the treasury for 
the work 20,000 drachmas* of gold and 2,200 
minas# of silver. 72The total given by the rest 
of the people was 20,000 drachmas of gold, 
2,000 minas¢ of silver and 67 garments for 
priests. 
73The priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, 
the singers and the temple servants, along 
with certain of the people and the rest of the 
Israelites, settled in their own towns. 
+68 Some Hebrew manuscripts (see also Ezra 2:66), 


(about 8.5 kilograms) 
(about 1.2 metric tons) 


of the servants of Solomon: 


°72 That is, about 1 1/4 tons (about 1.1 metnic toms) 
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tava Reads the Law 
When the seventh month came wad 


8 ite had wettled in thudr towne, 
assembled as one mar 


Water Gate ‘They told fizra the serie te oun 
Water Cat They td Wn en Oe La 


commanded for larael 
of the seventh 
before 


cee 
ded 
in the square 


260 on the firet day 
the priest brought the Law 
which was made up of mer and wi 
who were able to understand, We 
from daybreak wil noon = he faced wes 
before the Water Gate int 
women and others wiuranid unde ed 
the people listened attentively to the 
Law, 

‘Ezra the scribe stood on a high wooden ghat- 
form built for the occasion. Beside hin 
stood Mattithiah, Shema, 
and Maaseiah; and on his left were Pedaiah, Misi- 
ael, Malkijah, Hashum, Tech 
riah and Meshullam. 

5kizra opened the book. All the people could see 
him because he was above them; and a6 
he opened it, the people all stood up. “Ezra praised 
the Lonp, the great God; and all the people lifted 
their hands and responded, “ | Ament” Then 
they bowed down and worshiped the Loxo with 
their faces to the ground. 

7The Levites—Jeshua, 
Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, 
‘Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah—instructed 
the people in the Law while the people were stand- 
ing there. #They read from the Book of the Law of 
God, making it clear! and giving the meaning so 
that the people could what was being 
read. 

9Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest 
and scribe, and the Levites who were 
the people said to them all, “This day is sacred to 
the Lorp your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For 
all the people had been weeping as they listened to 
the words of the Law. 

lNehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food 
and sweet drinks, and send some to those who 
have nothing prepared. This day is sacred to our 
Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Loxp is your 
strength.” 

MThe Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be 
still, for this is a sacred day. Do not grieve.” 

12Then all"the people went away to eat and 


aders urged 
they said, did not suit a sacred day. As 
discovered the next day, the law th mourned 
over commanded not weeping, eight-day — 
celebration and campout. a 
—_— 


most Hebrew manuscripts do not have this verse. q abost 19 pounds 
‘1 That is, about 375 pounds (about 170 kilograms); also in verse 72 n Medhige eters cl 
18 Or God. translating @ me 


nog 
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ty 
and spread it throughout their towns and in 2 
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and 


and to celebrate o 
aoe ee sn fees understood the Jerusalem: “Go out into the hill country gee 
win Slhat had been made known to them. back branches from olive and wild 0 een ~ 

130n the second day of the month, the heads of see eee ae d shade trees, oa 
all the families, along with the priests and the he f 4 ght 
Levites, gathered around Ezra the scribe to give the people went out a! ps Ps back 
attention to the words of the Law. “They found branches and built themselves booths ag cae 
vritten in the Law, which the Lorp had com- own roofs, in their courtyards, in he ovate 
wri oe through Moses, that the Israelites were to house of God and in the square by He Gate 
ve in booths during the feast of the seventh and the one by the Gate of Ephraim. a whole 
ah company that had returned from exile 


month land that they should proclaim this word 


415 See Lev. 23:37-40. 


A People of the Book 
Ezra stood on a wooden platform, reading from a simple scroll 


Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly .... He read it aloud from daybreak till 
noon. 8:2-3 Pe. 

icture it: a vast, hushed crowd watching as Ezra ascends a newly built platform in the square. 
PX he opens the book, they rise. They praise God, hands lifted high; then they bow down, 
faces in the dirt. Ezra begins to read. His helpers circulate in the crowd, explaining and 
interpreting what God's Word says. The people listen attentively. And then a strange sound begins 
to rise, spreading through the multitude. It is the sound of weeping. 

The Law Ezra read was very ancient, but that day marked something new. The Jews were 
becoming, in a way they had never been before, a people of the book. They were being rebuilt, 
with material as strong as the stones in their newly built city wall. : 

Throughout their history, they had drawn strength from two sources besides the Law. One was 
the temple, where they worshiped God. It was a magnificently beautiful building in which th 
met God. The other was their leadership—first Moses, then Joshua, then the ju ges, and finally 


David and his offspring, the kings. 


The Disappointing Reality 
But these realities had not saved them from disgrace. The temple? For all its splendor it had 
become a meaningless symbol to most Jews. They had even put idols in it. God had finally 
allowed the Babylonians to burn the temple down. 
After the exile the Jews had made Maa ee the temple their first priority (see Ezra 1-6). But it 
hey could never again see the building as a 


was no longer an automatic insurance policy. 
substitute for real devotion to God. 

Their leaders? Not one king, over hundreds of years, had come close to matching God's ideal. 
Most kings had been scoundrels—descendants of David in name only. After the exile, Israel had 
no ming of its own. The Israelites were under the thumb of a Persian, who was determined to 
keep all power himself. 


The Power of the Word 
They turned to another source of power: the W 


‘ord of God. The great eetherin of chapter 8 
| 


stands in contrast to temples and kings. The splendor of jewels and crowns is replaced by a single 
man atop a wooden platform, reading from a simple scroll. Yet the words he reads, car lly 
in the way they affect those who hear them. The le are 


explained to all, show their power 
moved to praise God, to weep ove! 
Promises to God. 
From this time on 
domination, so their 


r their sins, to change their behavior, and to make renewed 
, the Jews were known as the 
political leadershi 
to obey 
jon 
ppears. Israelites found their uni ngth 

government nor in worship rituals, but in reverence for God’s written Word. eee 


Life Questions: Can you point to ways in which God’s Word has been Powerful in your life? How has 


it changed you? 


45 Or Gad for ever and ever 
Hebrew manuscripts Siow. ‘hat 2, the country of the 


whee, Brown the days of Foaua son 
Prat day, whe Bracktes hat not 
Mae Ps And ther HV Was ety 


ay after day. frown the first day the hast, 
he Bank oF the Law of Gort, They 


Bane ead ort 
roast for seweey Gays ankd on the 


Cedtdeatet Oe 
eager dav ocd with the regulation, 
Where was an aseahty 


The Iscactites Confess Their Sins 


Oe dhe Heemtetourth day of the same month, 
9 eke Kewetites gathered together, fasting and 
weary Schoen and Maving dust on their heads. 
cThowe of xracite descent Nad separated them: 
saves from all foreigners. They stood in their 
confessed their sins and the wicked- 
thers. ‘They stood where they were 
the Book of the Law of the Lorp 
& quarter of the day, and spent an- 
an confession and in worshiping the 
Gai. Standing on the stairs were the 
jeshua. Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bun- 
na. Shereteah. Rani and Kenani—who called with 
lowd worces to the Loro their God. SAnd the Le- 
tes—Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, 
retuah. Hodiah, Shebdaniah and Pethahiah— 
Stand up and praise the Lorp your God, 

n everlasting to everlasting.“” 


sed be your glorious name, and may it 
be exalted above all blessing and praise. *You 
shone are the Lorp. You made the heavens, 
even the highest heavens, and all their starry 
host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas 
and all that is in them. You give life to every- 
thing. and the multitudes of heaven worship 


you 
™ Yeu are the Lorp God, who chose Abram 
and brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans 
and named him Abraham. SYou found his 
heart faithful to you, and you made a cov- 
enant with him to give to his descendants the 
land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, 
Perizzites, Jebusites and Girgashites. You 
have kept your promise because you are right- 
eous 
>You saw the suffering of our forefathers 
in Egypt; you heard their cry at the Red Sea.b 
You sent miraculous signs and wonders 
against Pharaoh, against all his officials and all 
the people of his land, for you knew how 
arrogantly the Egyptians treated them. You 
made a name for yourself, which remains to 
this day. "You divided the sea before them, 
so that they passed through it on dry ground, 
but you hurled their pursuers into the depths, 
like a stone into mighty waters. !2By day you 
led them with a pillar of cloud, and by night 
with a pillar of fire to give them light on the 
way they were to take. 
You came down on Mount Sinai; you 
spoke to them from heaven. You gave them 
regulations and laws that are just and right, 


and deerees comonandds that , 
MYou made keown to them your holy . 
and gave decrees and lawn 
through yo wt Moses, in their hue 


rock; you told them to go fn and take posses: 
sion of the land you worn with uplifted 
hand to give them, 


tevBut they, our forefathers, became anor 

gant and stiffinecked, and did not og your 

commands. !’They refused to listen and failed 
to remember the miracles you 

them. They became st and in 

their rebellion appointed a leader in order to 

return to their slavery, But you are a forgiving 


not desert them, even when they cast for 
themselves an image of a calf and said, “This is 
your god, who brought you up out of U 
‘or when they committed awful blasp! 
19'"Because of your great compassion you 
did not abandon them in the desert, By day 


the pila. of oad aa SE ae “as 


on their path, nor the pillar of fire 
shine on the way they were to take, *You 
gave your good Spirit to instruct them. You 
did not withhold your manna from their 
mouths, and you gave them water for their 
thirst. 2lFor forty years you sustained them in 
the desert; they lacked their clothes 
did not wear out nor did their feet become 
swollen. ¥ 
2*You gave them kingdoms and nations, — 
allotting to them even the remotest frontiers. 
They took over the country of Sihon¢ king of 
Heshbon and the country of Og king of Ba- 
shan. 3You made their sons as numerous as 
the stars in the sky, and you brought them 
into the land that you told their fathers to. 
enter and possess, 4Their sons went in and _ 
took possession of the land. You subdued be- 
fore them the Canaanites, who lived in the 
land; you handed the Canaanites over to— 
them, along with their kings and the peoples 
of the land, to deal with them as they pleased. 
2They captured fortified cities and fertile 
land; they took possession of houses filled’ 
with all kinds of good things, wells already 
dug, vineyards, olive groves and fruit trees in 
abundance. They ate to the full and were well- 
nourished; they reveled in your great good- 
ness. : 
26“But they were disobedient and rebelled 
against you; they put your law behind their 
backs. They killed your prophets, who had 
admonished them in order to turn them back 
to you; they committed awful blasphemies, 
27So you handed them over to their enemies, 


who oppressed them. But when they were — 


« t 


oppressed they cried out to you. Fromheaven 


you heard them, and in your great compas- _ $ 
9 Hebrew Yam Suph; that is, Sea of Reeds 


(22 One Hebrew manuscript and Septuagint; most 
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sion you gave them deliverers, Who rescued 


om the hand of their enemies. 
BT Be they were at rest, they 
J in your sight. Then 
the hand of their ene- 
them. And when 


mies so that they ruled over 
they cried out to you again, 
heaven, and in your compassion you de- 
livered them time after time. 
29”You warned them to return to your law, 
but they became arrogant and disobeyed your 
commands. They sinned against your ordi- 
nances, by which a man will live if he obeys 
them. Stubbornly they turned their backs on 
you, became stiff-necked and refused to lis- 
ten. For many years you were patient with 
them. By your Spirit you admonished them 
through your prophets. Yet they paid no at- 
tention, so you handed them over to the 
neighboring peoples. 31But in your great 
mercy you did not put an end to them or 
abandon them, for you are a gracious and 
merciful God 
2Now therefore, O our God, the great, 
mighty and awesome God, who keeps his 
covenant of love, do not let all this hardship 
seem trifling in your eyes—the hardship that 
has come upon us, upon our kings and lead- 
ers, upon our priests and prophets, upon our 
fathers and all your people, from the days of 
the kings of Assyria until today 33[n all that 
has happened to us, you have been just; you 
have acted faithfully, while we did wrong. 
34Our kings, our leaders, our priests and our 
fathers did not follow your law; they did not 
pay attention to your commands or the warn- 
ings you gave them. Even while they were 
in their kingdom, enjoying your great good- 
nesseto them in the spacious and fertile land 
you gave them, they did not serve you or turn 
from their evil ways. 
36”"But see, we are slaves today, slaves in 
the land you gave our forefathers so they 
could eat its fruit and the other good things it 
produces. 37Because of our sins, its abundant 
harvest goes to the kings you have placed over 
us. They rule over our bodies and our cattle as 
they please. We are in great distress. 


The Agreement of the People 

38In view of all this, we are making a binding 
agreement, putting it in writing, and our leaders, 
our Levites and our priests are affixing their seals 
to it.” 


1 Those who sealed it were: 


Nehemiah the governor, the son of Haca- 
liah 


Zedekiah, ?Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 
3Pashhur, Amariah, Malkijah, 
4Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch, 
5Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, 

Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 
7Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin, 


+32 That is, about 1/8 ounce (about 4 grams) 


The Levites: cr “g 
a. pinnui of the sons of 
v Kadmiel, ete 9 
and their associates: Shebanial pe ls, 
Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan aes 


UMica, Rehob, Hashabiah, 

acc eae Shebaniah, 

‘3Hodiah, Bani and Benin. +f} 
\4sThe leaders of the people’ q 


Parosh, Pahath-Moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, 


15Bunni, Azgad, Bebai, 

16Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, ; 
IAter, Hezekiah, Azzur, “i 
18Hodiah, Hashum, Bezal, pee 
WHariph, Anathoth, Nebai, 

2Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir, 
21Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua, 

2Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, 

BHoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub, 

UHallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, — J 
2Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, i 
®#Ahiah, Hanan, Anan, pea 
27Malluch, Harim and - 


ing peoples for the sake of the Law of God, 
together with their wives and all their sons 
and daughters who are able to - 
Wall these now join their brothers the nobles, 
and bind themselves with a curse andan 
to follow the Law of God given through Moses 
the servant of God and to obey carefully all the 
commands, regulations and decrees of the 
Lorp our Lord 
“We promise not to give our daughters in 
marriage to the peoples around us or take 
their daughters for our sons. a! 
uWhen the neighboring peoples bring 
merchandise or grain to sell on the Sabbath, 
we will not buy from them on the Sabbath or 
on any holy day. Every seventh year we will q 
om working the land and will cancel all - 
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d set out on the table; 


of our God: Mfor the brea 
ngs and burnt offer- 


for the regular grain offer 
ings; tor the NHerings on the Sabbaths, New 
Moon festivals and appointed feasts; for the 
holy offerings) fer sin offerings to make atone- 
ment for Israel and for all the duties of the 
house of our God 

u'We—the priests, the Levites and the 
people—have cast jots to determine when 
each of our families 1s to bring to the house of 
our God at set times each year a contribution 


of wood to burn on the altar of the LorD our 
God, as it is written in the Law 
15We also assume responsibility for bring- 
ing to the house of the Lorp each year the 
firstfruits of our crops and of every fruit tree 
%6’’As it is also written in the Law, we will 
bring the firstborn of our sons and of our cat- 
tle, of our herds and of our flocks to the house 
of our God, to the priests ministering there. 
v"'Moreover, we will bring to the store- 
rooms of the house of our God, to the priests, 
the first of our ground meal, of our grain, 
offerings, of the fruit of all our trees and of our 
new wine and oil ‘And we will bring a tithe of 
our crops to the Levites, for it is the Levites 
who collect the tithes in all the towns where 
we work. %A priest descended from Aaron is 
to accompany the Levites when they receive 
the tithes, and the Levites are to bring a tenth 
of the tithes up to the house of our God, to the 
storerooms of the treasury. The people of 
Israel, including the Levites, are to bring their 
contributions of grain, new wine and oil to the 
storerooms where the articles for the sanctu- 
ary are kept and where the ministering 
priests, the gatekeepers and the singers stay- 
“We will not neglect the house of our God.” 


The New Residents of Jerusalem 


Li Now the leaders of the people settled in 

Jerusalem, and the rest of the people cast 
lots to bring one out of every ten to live in Jerusa- 
lem, the holy city, while the remaining nine were 
to stay in their own towns. 2The people commend- 
ed all the men who volunteered to live in Jerusa- 
lem. 

3These are the provincial leaders who settled in 
Jerusalem (now some Israelites, priests, Levites, 
temple servants and descendants of Solomon's 
servants lived in the towns of Judah, each on his 
own property in the various towns, 4while other 
people from both Judah and Benjamin lived in 
Jerusalem): 


From the descendants of Judah: 


Athaiah son of Uzziah, the son of Zechariah, 
the son of Amariah, the son of Shephatiah, 
the son of Mahalalel, a descendant of Perez; 
Sand Maaseiah son of Baruch, the son of Col- 
Hozeh, the son of Hazaiah, the son of Adaiah, 
the son of Joiarib, the son of Zechariah, a de- 
scendant of Shelah. The descendants of 


214 Most Septuagint manuscripts; Hebrew their 
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Perez who lived in Jerusalem totaled 468 able 
men. 
7From the descendants of Benjamin: 


Sallu son of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the 
son of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son of 
Maaseiah, the son of Wthiel, the som of Ht: 


a 


sf] 


f 


officer, and Judah son of Hassenuah was over . 
the Second District of the city. 

10From the priests: 
Jedaiah; the son of Joiarib; Jakin; UGeraiah son 
of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of 
Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the son of 
tub, supervisor in the house of God, 
their associates, who carried on work for the 
temple—822 men; ‘Adaiah son of Jeroham, the 
son of Pelaliah, the son of ‘Amzi, the son of 
Zechariah, the son of Pas! ., the son of Mal- 
kijah, and his associates, who were 3 


son of Immer, Mand his* associates, 
were able men—128. Their chief officer was 
Zabdiel son of Haggedolim. 

15From the Levites: 
Shemaiah son of Hasshub, the son of Az~ 
rikam, the son of Hashabiah, the son of Bunni; 
\6Shabbethai and Jozabad, two of the heads of 
the Levites, who had charge of the outside 
work of the house of God; \7Mattaniah son of 
Mica, the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, the 
director who led in thanksgiving and prayer; 
Bakbukiah, second among his associates; and 
Abda son of Shammua, the son of Galal, the 
son of Jeduthun. !8The Levites in the holy city 
totaled 284. 


19The gatekeepers: 


Akkub, Talmon and their associates, who 
kept watch at the gates—172 men. 


20The rest of the Israelites, with the priests and 
Levites, were in all the towns of Judah, each on his 
ancestral property. 

2\The temple servants lived on the hill of Ophel, 
and Ziha and Gishpa were in charge of them. 

2The chief officer of the Levites in Jerusalem 


people of Judah lived in Kiriath Arba and its sur- 
rounding settlements, in Dibon and its settle- 
ments, in Jekabzeel and its villages, in Jeshua, in, 
Moladah, in Beth Pelet, in Hazar Shual, in Beer- 


ere the priests and Levites who re- 
"2 sath Zerabbabel son of Shealtel and 


associates, was in charge of the 
-ksgiving. Bakbukiah and Unni, their 
opposite them in the services. 


the man of God. Ezra the 

37At the Fountain Gate they continued directly up 
the steps of the City of David on the ascent to 
wall and passed above the house of David to 
Water Gate on the east. 


together with half the people—past Tower 
the Ovens to the Broad Wall, %over the Gate 
: Ephraim, the Jeshanah' Gate, the Fish Gate, 
Shemaiah’s, Jehonathan; Tower of Hananel and the Tower of the z 
loiarib’s, Mattenai; 
edaiah’s, Uzzi; they stopped. 
lu’s, Kallai; “The two 
of Amok’'s, Eber; 
2iof Hilkizh’s, Hashabiah; 
of Jedaiah’s, Nethanel. 
2The family heads of the Levites in the days of 
Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan and Jaddua, as well as 
those of the priests, were recorded in the reign of 


4 Many Hebrew manuscnpts and Vulgate (see also Neh 12:16); most Hebrew manuscripts 
14 very many Hebrew manuscripts, some Septuagint manuscripts and Syriac (see also Neh. 
‘15 Some Septuagint manuscripts (see also Neh. 12:3); Hebrew Meraioth’s 
138 Or them shomgside "39 Or Old 
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jeeratvial wAnd on 


cang wneter the dipection of | 
at riftces, COHEN we 


that day they offered aired ‘ 
danse Goat had atv th i joy. The women 


qrea 
and chiktred aby iow, The eounel OF CefOLEHYE 
er heard far away 
in Fernsalom con 
“en rey tume men were appointed to be it 
for the contributions, 


vy the storennonns f 
ye at he nthes. Peon the fields around the 
towns they were bring into the storeroonrs the 
portions cequired by the Law for the priests and 
the Levites, for Judah was pleased with the minis 


tering priests and Levites They performed the 
servive of their God and the service of purification, 
as kd also the singers and gatekeepers, according: 
to the commands of David and his son Solomon, 
#For long ago, in the days ‘of David and Asaph, 
there had been directors for the singers and for the 
songs of praise and thanksgiving to God, 4750 in 
the days of Zerubbabel and of Nehemiah, all Israel 
contributed the daily portions for the singers and 
gatekeepers. They also set aside the portion for the 
other Levites, and the Levites set aside the portion 
for the descendants of Aaron 


Nehemiah’s Final Reforms 
13 On that day the Book of Moses was read 
aloud in the hearing of the people and there 
it was found written that no Ammonite or Moabite 
should ever be admitted into the assembly of God, 
2because they had not met the Israelites with food 
and water but had hired Balaam to call a curse 
down on them, (Our God, however, turned the 
curse into a blessing.) ‘When the people heard this 
law, they excluded from Israel all who were of 
foreign descent 

4Before this, Eliashib the priest had been put in 

charge of the storerooms of the house of our God. 
He was closely associated with Tobiah, Sand he 
had provided him with a large room formerly used 
to store the grain offerings and incense and temple 
articles, and also the tithes of grain, new wine and 
oil prescribed for the Levites, singers and gate- 
keepers, as well as the contributions for the 
priests. 

‘But while all this was going on, I was not in 
Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of Artax- 
erxes king of Babylon I had returned to the king. 
Some time later I asked his permission 7and came 
back to Jerusalem. Here I learned about the evil 
thing Eliashib had done in providing Tobiah a 
room in the courts of the house of God. 8] was 
greatly displeased and threw all Tobiah’s house- 
hold goods out of the room. 91 gave orders to puri- 
fy the rooms, and then I put back into them the 
equipment of the house of God, with the grain 
offerings and the incense. 

10] also learned that the portions assigned to the 
Levites had not been given to them, and that all 
the Levites and singers responsible for the service 
had gone back to their own fields. 11S0 I rebuked 

the officials and asked them, “Why is the house of 
God neglected?” Then I called them together and 
stationed them at their posts. 

12All Judah brought the tithes of grain, new 
wine and oil into the storerooms. 131 put Shele- 
miah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and a Levite 


AW (OU area 


their as ne these men were COM: 
sidered trustworthy. were maa eesparyee Pf 
for dinteibuting Hhe wu] to thelr 5 " 


Remember me for this, By Cre and do not 
blot out what | have 60 faithfully done for the ¢ 
house of my God and its services, 


isin those days | saw men in Judah treading 
winepressen on the Sabbath and bringing in grain 
and loading It on donkeys, together with wine, 
grapes, figs ‘and all other kinds of loads. And they 
were bringing all this inte Jerusalem on the Sab- 
bath, Therefore | warned them against sell food 
‘on that day, !Men from Tyre who lived in 
Jem were bringing in fish and all kinds of 
dise and selling them in Jerusalem on the 
to the people of Judah, 171 rebuked the nobles of 
Judah and said to them, “What is this wicked 
you are doing—desecrating the Sabbath a 
isDidn’t your forefathers do the same things, 90 
that our God brought all this calamity upon us 
upon this city? Now you are 
wrath against Israel by ‘desecrating the Sabbath.” 
\9When evening shadows fell on the gates of 
Jerusalem before the Sabbath, I ordered the doors 


a 


longer came on the Sabbath. 2Thenl 
the Levites to purify themselves and go and guard 
the gates in order to keep the Sabbath day holy. 


& 


2Moreover, in those days | saw men of Judah 
who had married women from Ashdod, Ammon 
and Moab. 24Half of their children spoke the lan- 
guage of Ashdod or the language of one of the 2 
other peoples, and did not know how to speak the he 
language of Judah. 51 rebuked them and called — 
cures down on them. I beat some of the menand 
pulled out their hair. I made them take an oath in ; 
God’s name and said: “You are not to give your 
daughters in marriage to their sons, nor are you to 
take their daughters in marriage for your sons or 
for yourselves. 26Was it not because of marriages 
like these that Solomon king of Israel sinned? 
Among the many nations there was no king like 
him. He was loved by his God, and God made him 
king over all Israel, but even he was led into sin by 
foreign women. 27Must we hear now that you too 
are doing all this terrible wickedness and are being ’ 
unfaithful to our God by marrying foreign 
women?” P . 
-28One of the sons of Joiada son of Eliashib the 
high priest was son-in-law to Sanballat the Horon- 
ite. AndI drove him away fromme. 


2Remember them, O my God, because they 


ESTHER 


INTRODUCTION 


A Profile of Courage 


Heroes act while others stand and watch 


“1 will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if | perish, | perish.” 4:16 
ww makes a hero? Ask one, and you may find a surprising nonchalance: “Vm sure other 
people would have done exactly the same thing,” they say- “4 was just in the right place at 


the right time.” A ; 
People become heroes because they take quick action at that “right time,’” while others stand 
watching in horror. The true hero recognizes the crisis and moves to meet it. This kind of courage ‘ 
made Esther great—worthy of a book in the Bible. . . 
A Queen Risks Her Life - F 
the “accident” of her beauty and the “accident” of the former queen’s dismissal, Esther 
f the world. Then, when all smooth, 


By 
found herself queen of one of the greatest powers © 


her crucial moment came. 

This moment has been echoed many times since. As a successful racial minority in the Persian 
empire, Esthe ne ReoRe, the Jews, had not melted into their surroundings. Others were j of 
their success and separatism. A vengeful prime minister, Haman, made up his mind to 


them, He issued an edict of government-sponsored genocide. 
so would risk her life. And what difference could she 


Would Queen Esther intervene? Doing 
make? She was a powerless sex partner to a king who strongly preferred women who never 
interfered with his wishes. She came only when he called, and he had not called her for a month. 
And yet she alone, of all the Jews, had access to the king. 

Esther's Cousin Mordecai reminded her of her unique place. “Who knows but that you have | 
come to royal position for such a time as this?” Esther responded with action. Her courageous =~ 
words are a classic statement of heroism: “| will go to the king, even though it is against the law. 
And if | perish, | perish’ (Esther 4:16), 


Coincidence or Plan? 

The book of Esther shows, ior indirectly, God’s heroic concern for the Jews. The story runs 
on a series of extraordinary coincidences. Esther just “happened” to be chosen as the new 
The king just “happened” to be unable to sleep, and when he picked up some reading, just 
“happened” across an account of a good deed Esther's cousin Mordecai had done. The evil 
Haman just “happened” along at that crucial moment. These coincidences, along with Esther's 


courage, tilted terrible events toward the Jews’ favor. 
Were these really mere coincidences? Or was God behind them? The book of Esther doesn’t say 
But 


directly: God is not mentioned even once, and sometimes seems deliberately left out. 
can have no doubt. All of life is under God's 


believing readers, whether Jews or Christians, 
command. Nothing just happens. These coincidences were part of God’s plan to save the Jews. 

God protected his people because he loved them—because he had chosen them from the 
instance.) 


beginning. Even their enemies knew the power of the Jews. (See Esther 6:13, for 
e amazing story of God's perpetual love for the Jews. 


Esther's story is another chapter in th 
sometimes far from his will, this tiny, often hated minority has survived and thrived down the 


centuries. 
From Haman to Hitler, vindictive leaders have hated the Jews. Yet while no other group has 


been so hated, no other group has shown the Jews’ ability to overcome adversity. , 
other ethnic group alive today point to such continuity with their ancestors. They have endured as _ 
a unique and great people. How? Esther shows that God's exquisite timin, with the 
courage of individuals who happened’ to be in the right place at the right time—made his 


chosen people prosper. 


Esther makes such suspenseful 
detective story, every detail olds 
the drama will tum out. 


The essence of Esther lies in its characters, Study Esther, Mordecai, Haman, 

What kind of people were they? What were their ambitions? What were their strengths 
weaknesses? What crucial moment showed the true character of each? What do 
m that can help you rise to the challenge when you are “the right person ae 


the right time”? 

Know 
Bible dictionary (under 
convincing historical document. 


PLANS FOR READING ESTHER 
PLAN 1: An Overview of Esther in 1 Day 
D Day 1. Read the Introduction to 


PLAN 2: All of Est 


er in 8 Days 


Queen Vashti Deposed 


This is what happened during ‘the time of 
the Xerxes who ruled over 127 prov- 
m India to Cush® 2At that time 
ed from his royal throne in the 
1d in the third year of his reign 
or all his nobles and officials. 
of Persia and Media, the 
nobles of the provinces were 


SO days he displayed the vast wealth 
nd the splendor and glory of his 
these days were over, the king 
ting seven days, in the enclosed 
s palace, for all the people from 
he greatest, who were in the citadel of 
e garden had hangings of white and blue 
with cords of white linen and pur- 
0 silver rings on marble pillars. There 
s of gold and silver on a mosaic pave- 
porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl and 
stones. 7Wine was served in goblets of 
gold, each one different from the other, and the 
royal wine was abundant, in keeping with the 
King’s liberality. SBy the king's command each 
guest was allowed to drink in his own way, forthe 
Kin tructed all the wine stewards to serve each 
man what he wished 

SQueen Vashti also gave a banquet for the 
women in the royal palace of King Xerxes. 

'9On the seventh day, when King Xerxes was in 
high spints from wine, he commanded the seven 
eunuchs who served him—Mehuman, Biztha, 
Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar and Carcas— 


+1 Hebrew Ahasueres 2 vanant of Xerces’ name: here and throughout Esther 


~ the historical setting for Esther's story can enrich study. A eden ‘ 
eShoe) will illuminate many of the details that ‘Esther such ao 


Esther and chapter 4, in which Esther learns that 
her people are in dire straits and decides to take action. . 


30405067080 


3-10 


experts in matters of law and justice, he spoke 
the wise men who understood the times Mand 
Shethar, Ad- 


special access to the king and were highest in the 
1S“According to law, what must be done to 
Queen Vashti?” he asked. “She has not obeyed the 
command of King Xerxes that the eunuchs have 
taken to her.” 
\sThen Memucan replied in the presence 
king and the nobles, “Queen Vashti has done 
wrong, not only against the king but also against 


1:7 The Influence of Wine 
Other historical sources bear out the accuracy of 
this verse. Greek historian Herodotus wrote that . 


" Thats, the upper Nile region 


ot Weare ete ft ate 


Lb ve ee andl Be ppecgates oF all Ue Ohad 


oe Rang Nees ViRar the aaieess evn 
Ams they wilt 


WAAL Qeiwens * 
art She eet 
SA at Mites 
Dewnt ats 
ah tre kone Se” 
oo SAE net ateoont 

A commen, HEIR pleases the Keg et Nay bere 
decree aed Foe AE Be: weet a Ne Jaws of 
<d Ntextia. YONI CANNOT DE ropoatent hat 
Se NOE ARAN AEE ENE PERSONNE or Ring 
Apexes Abso let the King give her oval POSHtOR fs 
renee eds WORD Be HECHEE AA SNE NThen wher 
« wit & proceed throughout all his 
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Dans the last to the greatest 

ye jd bis Radles were plowed with this 
axtee, s© the King dikt as Memucan proposed, 


bee sent diagratches to all parts of the Kingstom, to 
y peewee On ats oWwR seHPT and tO each people 
ANguAgE, PrOCALNUNy UL each people's 


ongee that every van should be ruler ower his 
own household 


Esther Made Queen 


> Later when the anger of King Nerxes had sub> 
he remembered Vashti and what she 
and what he had decreed about her 
he King’s personal attendants proposed, 
a search be made for beautiful Young VIFRINS 
2 King. “Let the king appoint commissioners: 

+ province of his realm to bring all these 
girls into the Naremat the citadel of Susa, 
be placed under the care of Hegai, the 
ch, who is in charge of the women; and 
reatments be given to them, ‘Then let 
who pleases the king be queen instead of 
This advice appealed to the king, and he 
followed it 


SNow the 


fe sede 


Kings eur 


Vasht 


was'in the citadel of Susa a Jew of 
amin, named Mordecai son of Jair, 
»i, the son of Kish, who had been 
nto exile from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnez~ 
¢ of Babylon, among those taken captive 
holachiné king of Judah. 7Mordecai had a 
named Hadassah, whom he had brought 
p because she had neither father nor mother 
This girl. who was also known as Esther, was 
owely in form and features, and Mordecai had 
taken her as his own daughter when her father and 
mother died 
When the king's order and edict had been pro- 
daimed, many girls were brought to the citadel of 
Susa and put under the care of Hegai. Esther also 
was taken to the king’s palace and entrusted to 
Hegai, who had charge of the harem. ‘The girl 
pleased him and won his favor Immediately he 
provided her with her beauty treatments and 
special food. He assigned to her seven maids se- 
lected from the king's palace and moved her and 
her maids into the best place in the harem. 


+6 Hebrew jecomash. a variant ot jehowchen 


©71 Hebrew Bigthan, « variant of Bagthana ra ~ z 


fawnity, Background Norse 

Te Ae oa bey ey oe) ,* 
il 
° nae ~ 


‘out Howe Biter yea 


her 

Vatetore a iets teri caine to) ge 1 
Nerves, ave acl to months : 
Trearity (Hea tinier ttt fore the women, 


evanttys Awethy OE OF myeTiy ANGE ABE with peetunies 
ant coammetion MAR Unis tt Wow ahe would as to 
the King: Anything she wanted Wal to 
rake with her fron the Naren te the leer 
tain the evening abe would go there anid Ly 

‘return to another part of the hareny to the — 

ahgae, the Rirgfe eunuch who wae tit 

atthe concubines, She would not return to 
the King ‘aiileas Ihe waa pleased with her and sum: 
noned her by Nae 


of 
hail) to ito to the king, she asked for nothing other 


clang of the harem, f 
the favor of everyone 
taken to King Xerxes in the royal residence in the 
tenth month, the month of 

year of his reign, 

VNow the king was attracted to 

than to any of the other women, and she won his 
favor and approval more than any of the other 
virgins. So he set a royal crown on her head and 
made her queen instead of Vash, 1#And the King. i 
gave a great banquet, Esther's banquet, for all his 
nobles and officials. He proclaimed a y 
throughout the provinces and distributed gifts — 
with royal liberality, os 


Mordecai Uncovers a Conspiracy ery > 


\When the virgins were assembled a second 
time, Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate. 
background 


Esther had kept secret her family 

nationality just as Mordecai had told her to do, for 
she continued to follow Mordecai’s instructions 
she had done when he was 


Queen Esther, who in turn reported it to the 
giving credit to Mordecai. 


2.16 How Esther Fits into 


History m5 
Between Queen Vashti’s dismissal 
paeinhemines titan pats 
pay ed ees wal oa Mea 

Th rs ot 


say that during these four years he was 
trying to Greece. The 
six-month conference in 


SSTHER &1 
wax Hwestigated and found to be true, the two 
omthoats were hanged on a gallows.“ All this was 
eecuntead tthe book of the annals in the presence 
28 the hang 
Haman’s Mot to Destroy the Jews 

After these events, King Xerxes honored Ha» 
«) man son of Mammedatha, the Agagite, elevat- 
dng Nom anal giving him a seat of honor higher than 
et ot all the other nobles, 2A] the royal officials at 
the hing s gate knelt down and paid honor to Ha- 
wren. for Ure King had commanded this concerning 
» Bat Mordecai would not kneel down or pay 
honor 
« the royal officials at the king's gate asked 
ow. “Why do you disobey the king's com> 
@Day after day they spoke to him but he 
si t comply. Therefore they told Haman 
see whether Mordecai’s behavior would 
i, tor he had told them he was a Jew. 
Haman saw that Mordecai would not 
or pay him honor, he was enraged, 
learned who Mordecai’s people were, 
ned the idea of killing only Mordecai. In- 
jooked for a way to destroy all Mor- 
aeons people, the Jews, throughout the whole 
Xerxes 
fth year of King Xerxes, in the first 
th of Nisan, they cast the pur (that 
in the presence of Haman to select a day 
hh. And the lot fell on? the twelfth 
month of Adar, 
Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a 
people dispersed and scattered among the 
nm all the provinces of your kingdom 
s are different from those of all other 
who do not obey the king's laws; it is 
s best interest totolerate them, "Ifit 


Ow 


| put ten thousand talents¢ of silver 
reasury for the men who carry out 


e took his signet ring from his finger 
> it to Haman son of Hammedatha, the 
he enemy of the Jews. !!“Keep the 
the king said to Haman, “and do with the 
$ you please.” 
on the thirteenth day of the first month 
aries were summoned. They wrote 
script of each province and in the lan- 
each people all Haman’s orders to the 
satraps, the governors of the yarious prov- 
inces the nobles of the various peoples. These 
were written in the name of King Xerxes himself 
nd sealed with his own ring. 3Dispatches were 
sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces with the 
order to destroy, Kill and annihilate all the Jews— 
young and old, women and little children—on a 
single day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month, the month of Adar, and to plunder their 
goods. MA copy of the text of the edict was to be 
isswed 2s law in every province and made known 
to the people of every nationality so they would be 
ready for that day. 
#23 Or wee tury (or ampntied) on poles; similarly elsewhere in Esther 
‘$ That ss, about 375 tons (about 345 metric tons) 


maney 


People 
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. * 
Spurred on by: 
ers went out, and th 


drink, but the city of Su 
Mordecai Persuades 
When Mordecai lear 
done, he tore his clot) 
ashes, and went out into 
and bitterly. But he went o 
gate, because no one cloth 
lowed to enter it. 3In every p 
edict and order of the king came, 
mourning among the Jews, with fasti 
and wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 
4When Esther's maids and eunuchs came and 
told her about Mordecai, she was in great distr 
She sent clothes for him to put on ins! 
sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 5The 
Esther summoned Hathach, one of the king's 
nuchs assigned to attend her, and ordered him 
to find out what was troubling Mordecai and 
why. t 
6So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open 
square of the city in front of the king’s gate, 7Mor- 
decai told him everything that ne prensa 
him, including the exact amount of money Haman — 
had promised to pay into the royal treasury for the 
destruction of the Jews. 8He also gave him a copy 
of the text of the edict for their annihilation, wt 
had been published in Susa, to show to Esther and — 
explain it to her, and he told him to urge her to go 
into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead 
with him for her people. é 
9Hathach went back and reported to Esther. 
what Mordecai had said. Then she instructed 
him to say to Mordecai, !1All the king’s officials - 
and the people of the royal provinces know that for 
any man or woman who approaches the king in . 
the inner court without being summoned the king 
has but one law: that he be put to death. The only 
exception to this is for the king to extend the 
gold scepter to him and spare his life. But thirty 
anes have passed since | was called to go to the 
ing.” — 
2When Esther's words were reported to Mor- 
decai, 3he sent back this answer: “Do not think 
that because you are in the king’s house you alone 
of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain t 
silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the 
Jews will arise from another place, but you and — 
your father’s family will perish, And who knows) 
but that you have come to royal position for such a 
time as this?” , ae 
isThen Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 
16“Go, gather together all the Jews who are in * 
Susa, and fast forme. Do not eat or drink forthree 
days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you” 
do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even 
though it is against the law. And if I a3 
perish.” 
17So Mordecai went away and carried 
Esther's instructions. 
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Esther's Request to the King 


On the third day Esther put on her royal robes 
and stood in the inner court of the palace, in 
front of the king's ball, The king was sitting on his 
royal throne in the hall, facing the entrance, 
2When he saw Queen E sther Standing in the court, 
vd with her and held out to her the 


bah rages that was in his hand. So Esther ap» 
proached and touched the tip of the scepter, 

§Then the king asked, “What is it, Queen Es- 
ther? What is your request? Even up to half the 
kingdom, it will be given you.” 


‘I it pleases the king,” replied Esther, “let the 
king, together with Haman, come today to a ban- 
quet | have prepared for him.” 

5“Bring Haman at once,” the king said, “so that 
we may do what Esther asks.”” 

So the king and Haman went to the banquet 
Esther had prepared. As they were drinking 
wine, the king again asked Esther, “Now what is 
your petition? It will be given you. And what is 

your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will 
be granted.” 

7Esther replied, “My petition and my request is 
this: 8If the king regards me with favor and if it 
pleases the king to grant my petition and fulfill my 
request, let the king and Haman come tomorrow 
to the banquet I will prepare for them. Then I will 
answer the king's question.” 


Haman’s Rage Against Mordecai 


9Haman went out that day happy and in high 
spirits. But when he saw Mordecai at the king’s 
gate and observed that he neither rose nor showed 
fear in his presence, he was filled with rage against 
Mordecai. !9Nevertheless, Haman restrained him- 
self and went home. 

Calling together his friends and Zeresh, his 
wife, |!Haman boasted to them about his vast 
wealth, his many sons, and all the ways the king 
had honored him and how he had elevated him 
above the other nobles and officials. !2’"And that’s 
not all,” Haman added. “I’m the only person 
Queen Esther invited to accompany the king to the 
banquet she gave. And she has invited me along 
with the king tomorrow. !3But all this gives me no 
satisfaction as long as I see that Jew Mordecai sit- 
ting at the king’s gate.” 

\4His wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, 
“Have a gallows built, seventy-five feet high, 
and ask the king in the morning to have Mordecai 
hanged on it. Then go with the king to the dinner 
and be happy.” This suggestion delighted Haman, 
and he had the gallows built. 


Mordecai Honored 


That night the king could not sleep; so he or- 

dered the book of the chronicles, the record of 
his reign, to be brought in and read to him. 2It was 
found recorded there that Mordecai had exposed 
Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s officers 
who guarded the doorway, who had conspired to 
assassinate King Xerxes 


“14 Hebrew fifty eubits (about 23 meters) 
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What honor and recognition hab Mordecai re 
evived for this?” the king asked. 

“Nothing has been done for him,” his atten 
dants answered, 

4the king said, “Who is in the court?” New 
Haman had just entered the outer court of the 
palace to speak to the King about hanging Mor: 
decai on the gallows he had erected for him, 

SHis attendants answered, “Haman is standing 
in the court,” 

“Bring him in,’ the king ordered, 

6When Haman entered, the king asked him, 
“What should be done for the man the king de 
lights to honor?” 4 

Now Haman thought to himself, “Who is there 
that the king would rather honor than me?” 7S0 he 
answered the king, ‘For the man the king delights 
to honor, #have them bring a royal robe the king 
has worn and a horse the king has ridden, one 
with a royal crest placed on its head. Then let the 
robe and horse be entrusted to one of the king's 
most noble princes. Let them robe the man the 
king delights to honor, and lead him on the horse 


» through the city streets, proclaiming before him, 


‘This is what is done for the man the king delights 
to honor!’ ” 

10Go at once,” the king commanded Haman. 
“Get the robe and the horse and do just as you 
have suggested for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at 
the king’s gate. Do not neglect anything you have 
recommended,” 

11So Haman got the robe and the horse. He 
robed Mordecai, and led him on horseback 
through the city streets, proclaiming before him, 
“This is what is done for the man the king delights 
to honor!” 

12Afterward Mordecai returned to the king’s 
gate. But Haman rushed home, with his head 
covered in grief, 3and told Zeresh his wife and all 
his friends everything that had happened to him. 

His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, 
“Since Mordecai, before whom your downfall has 
started, is of Jewish origin, you cannot stand 
against him—you will surely come to ruin!” 
14While they were still talking with him, the king’s 
eunuchs arrived and hurried Haman away to the 
banquet Esther had prepared. 


a 


6:1 Xerxes: A Wild Man 
Other historical sources portray Xerxes as a 
dangerously impulsive king. When a bridge he had 
ordered built was destroyed in a storm, he 
commanded that the sea receive 300 lashes, and 
then had the bridge builders beheaded. When one 
of his loyal subjects contributed a huge sum 
toward a military expedition, Xerxes was so 
enraptured that he returned the money, along with 
a handsome gift of his own. But when the same 
man asked Xerxes to let just one of his sons go free 
from the draft, Xerxes, enraged, ordered the son_ 
Cu into tao a0 
es. 
SS 


ESTHER 7:1 
Haman Hanged 
So the king and Haman went to dine with 
Queen Esther, 2and as they were drinking 
wine on that second day, the king again asked, 

“Queen Esther, what is your petition? It will be 

given you. What is your request? Even up to half 
the kingdom, it will be granted.” 

3Then Queen Esther answered, “If have found 
favor with you, O king, and if it pleases your 
majesty, grant me my life—this is my petition. 
And spare my people—this is my request. 4For I 
and my people have been sold for destruction and 
slaughter and annihilation. If we had merely been 
sold as male and female slaves, 1 would have kept 
quiet, because no such distress would justify dis- 
turbing the king."”” 

5King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? 
Where is the man who has dared to do such a 
thing?” 

Esther said, “The adversary and enemy is this 
vile Haman.” 

Then Haman was terrified before the king and 
queen. 7The king got up ina rage, left his wine and 
went out into the palace garden. But Haman; real- 
izing that the king had already decided his fate, 
stayed behind to beg Queen Esther for his life. 

8Just as the king returned from the palace gar- 
den to the banquet hall, Haman was falling on the 
couch where Esther was reclining. 

The king exclaimed, “Will he even molest the 
queen while she is with me in the house?” 

‘As soon as the word left the king's mouth, they 
covered Haman’s face. Then Harbona, one of the 
eunuchs attending the king, said, “A gallows sev- 
enty-five feet? high stands by Haman’s house. He 
had it made for Mordecai, who spoke up to help 
the king.” 

The king said, “Hang him on it!” 10So they 
hanged Haman on the gallows he had prepared for 
Mordecai. Then-the king’s fury subsided. 


The King’s Edict in Behalf of the Jews 


8 That same day King Xerxes gave Queen Esther 
the estate of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. 
And Mordecai came into the presence of the king, 
for Esther had told how he was related to her. The 
king took off his signet ring, which he had re- 
claimed from Haman, and presented it to Mor- 
decai, And Esther appointed him over Haman’s 
estate 
3Esther again pleaded with the king, falling at 
his feet and weeping. She begged him to put an 
end to the evil plan of Haman the Agagite, which 
he had devised against the Jews. #Then the king 
extended the gold scepter to Esther and she arose 
and stood before him. 
5"If it pleases the king,” she said, “and if he 
regards me with favor and thinks it the right thing 
to do, and if he is pleased with me, let an order be 
written overruling the dispatches that Haman son 
of Hammedatha, the Agagite, devised and wrote 
to destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces. ®For 
how can I bear to see disaster fall on my people? 


#4 Or quiet, but the compensation our adversary offers cannot be compared with the loss the king would suffer 


meters) 9 That is, the upper Nile region 
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How can I bear to see the destruction of my 


replied to Queen Esther and 
Mordecai the Jew, “Because Haman attac! 
Jews, 1 have given his estate to Esther, and they 


king's signet ring—for no document written in the 
king’s name and sealed with his ring can be 
revoked.” * 

9At once the royal secretaries were summoned 
—on the twenty-third day of the third month, the 
month of Sivan. They wrote out all’ Mordecai’s © 
orders to the Jews, and to the satraps, governors 
and nobles of the 127 provinces stre' from 
India to Cush.¢ These orders were written in the 
script of each province and the language of each 
people and also to the Jews in their own script and 
language. Mordecai wrote in the name of King 
Xerxes, sealed the dispatches with the king’s sig- 
net ring, and sent them by mounted couriers, who 
rode fast horses especially bred for the king. 

lThe king’s edict granted the Jews in every city 
the right to assemble and protect themselves; to” 
destroy, kill and annihilate any armed force of any 
nationality or province that might attack them and 
their women and children; and to plunder the 
property of their enemies. 12The day appointed for 
the Jews to do this in all the provinces of Kin, 
Xerxes was the thirteenth day of the twel 
month, the month of Adar. 3A copy of the text of 
the edict was to be issued as law in every province 
and made known to the people of every nationality 
so that the Jews would be ready on that day to 
avenge themselves on their enemies. 

“The couriers, riding the royal horses, raced 
out, spurred on by the king’s command. And the 
edict was also issued in the citadel of Susa. 

15Mordecai left the king’s presence wearing roy- 
al garments of blue and white, a large crown of 
gold and a purple robe of fine linen. And the city of 
Susa held a joyous celebration. 16For the Jews it 
was a time of happiness and joy, gladness and 
honor. 17In every province and in every city, 
wherever the edict of the king went, there was joy 
and gladness among the Jews, with feasting and 
celebrating. And many people of other nationali- 
ties became Jews because fear of the Jews had 
seized them. 


Triumph of the Jews 


On the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the 

month of Adar, the edict commanded by the 
king was to be carried out. On this day the enemies 
of the Jews had hoped to overpower them, but 
now the tables were turned and the Jews got the 
upper hand over those who hated them. 2The Jews 
assembled in their cities in all the provinces of King 
Xerxes to attack those seeking their destruction. 
No one could stand against them, because the 
people of all the other nationalities were afraid of 
them. 3And all the nobles of the provinces, the 
satraps, the governors and the king’s administra- 


9 Hebrew fifty cubits (about 23 


tors helpedt the Fews, because fear of Monteoat had 
seveedt them, (Mordecai was prominent “e the pats 
ace: his reputation sp thronghout Ue prove 
INees. pea becan : more and mare powerful 

SThe lews strack down atl thedr enemies with 
the sword, kil vd desteoving them, and they 
ysext bo those who hated then 


a ev & 

eee cree Or Suan, the Jews skilled andidlts 
stroyed five hundred men. "They also killed Par 
shands Dalphon, Aspatha, SPoratha, Adatia, 
Arica? Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai and Vaita> 


rhe con sons of Haman son of Hammedatha, 
remy of the Jews, But they did not lay their 
on the plunder 
number of those slain in the citadel of Susa 
rted to the king that same day, The king 
een Esther, “The Jews have killed and 
five hundred men and the ten sons of 
he citadel of Susa, What have they done 
in the of the King’s provinces? Now what is 
your petition? It will be given you, What is your 
request? It will also be granted.” 
"lf it pleases the king,” Esther answered, 
give the Jews in Susa permission to carry out this 
day's edict tomorrow also, and let Haman’s ten 
sons be hanged on gallows 
So the king commanded that this be done. An 
edict was issued in Susa, and they hanged the ten 
sons of Haman. '5The Jews in Susa came together 
on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar, and 
they put to death in Susa three hundred men, but 
they did not lay their hands on the plunder. 
isMeanwhile, the remainder of the Jews who 
were in the king's provinces also assembled to 
protect themselves and get relief from their ene- 
mies. They killed seventy-five thousand of them 
but did not lay their hands on the plunder. !7This 
happened on the thirteenth day of the month of 
Adar, and on the fourteenth they rested and made 
it a day of feasting and joy. 


Purim Ce‘ebrated 
i8The Jews in Susa, however, had assembled on 


said 
destroye 
Hamar 


8:16 What about God? 
Why is God’s name not mentioned in Esther— 
especially in obvious places like this one? Scholars 
suggest several answers to this riddle. Some, 
reading between the lines, suggest that Esther and 
Mordecai were not outstanding examples of faith. 
They were even willing to hide Esther’s Jewish 
background. Esther showed no reluctance to be 
married to a pagan king and become part of his 
harem. Most critically, she and Mordecai (along 
with all the other Jews in Esther) had chosen not to 
return to Jerusalem with the first wave of Jews 
nearly half a century before. (The story of that 
return is told in Ezra 1-6.) Those who stayed in 
Persia presumably cared more about their finances 
than about God’s plans for the Jews to return to 
Jerusalem from exile. Perhaps because of this, 
Esther is told as a secular story, to illustrate God’s 
care over even “‘secularized” Jews. 
Sy 


#25 Or when Esther came before the king 
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the thirteenth and fourteenth, and then on the 
Sheek they rested and made ita day of feasting: 
and joy, 

What is why rural Jewiesthove living in villages 
observe the Warteenth ofthe MONO Adarana 
day of joy and feasting, a day for giving presents to 
each other, j . 

“Mordecai recorded these events, and he sent 
letters to all the Jews throughout the provinces of 
King Xerxes, near and far, 2!to have them celebrate 
annually the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the 
month of Adar @as the time when the Jews got 
relief from their enemies, and as the month when 
their sorrow was turned into joy and their mourn: 
ing into a day of celebration, He wrote them to 
observe the days as days of feasting and joy and 
giving presents of food to one another and gifts to 
the poor 

4So the Jews agreed to continue the celebration 
they had begun, doing what Mordecai had written 
to them, “For Haman son of Hammedatha, the 
Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted 
against the Jews to destroy them and had cast the 
pur (that is, the lot) for their ruin and destruction, 
2sBut when the plot came to the king's attention,4 
he issued written orders that the evil scheme Ha- 
man had devised against the Jews should come 
back onto his own head, and that he and his sons 
should be hanged on the gallows. 26(Therefore 
these days were called Purim, from the word pur.) 
Because of everything written in this letter and 
because of what they had seen and what had hap- 
pened to them, 2’the Jews took it upon themselves 
to establish the custom that they and their de- 
scendants and all who join them should without 
fail observe these two days every year, in the way 

prescribed and at the time appointed. 28These days _ 
should be remembered and observed in every gen- 
eration by every family, and in every province and 
in every city. And these days of Purim should 
never cease to be celebrated by the Jews, nor 
should the memory of them die out among their 
descendants, 

29So Queen Esther, daughter of Abihail, along 
with Mordecai the Jew, wrote with full authority to 
confirm this second letter concerning Purim. 
And Mordecai sent letters to all the Jews in the 
127 provinces of the kingdom of Xerxes—words of 
goodwill and assurance— 3!to establish these days 
of Purim at their designated times, as Mordecai the 
Jew and Queen Esther had decreed for them, and 


en 


10:2 Is Esther Accurate? 


Because of the many coincidences in Esther, some 
have considered it “just a story,” having little or no 
historical validity. Yet as archaeologists have 
learned more about ancient Persian history, the 
details of Esther have proven remarkably reliable, 
Certainly the book presents itself as history: here 
the author confidently asserts that readers can 
check the facts in the historical records. These 
records are lost—but evidently they were known to 
the early readers of Esther. 
i 


- 
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as they had established for themselves and their 
descendants in regard to their times of fasting and 

confirmed these 


lamentation, Esther's decree 
regulations about Purim, and it was written down F 


in the records. 
The Greatness of Mordecai 


mi 
1 King Xerxes imposed tribute throughout the 
empire, to its distant shores. 2And all his 


When Bad Things Happened to a Good Person 
Nobody suffered more; nobody deserved it less 


<sored oy senant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and 

ho tears God and shuns evil." 1:8 

sappen? All at once the world came crashing down on a single innocent man, & 
t seemed like the ultimate in unfairness. 

~< belongings and slaughtered his servants. Then fire from the sky burned 

=yghn wind destroyed his house and killed his sons and daughters. Finally, 

th 2 Rornble. paintul disease. What did | do to deserve such suffering?, he 


2d jol 


like 2 detective story in which the readers know far more than the 

ver first chapter answers Job’s main question: he had done nothing to 

= We. the readers, know that, but nobody tells Job and his friends. 

Sb wes involved in a cosmic test, a contest proposed in heaven but staged 
-reme test of faith, the best man on earth suffered the worst calamaties. Satan 
people like Job love God only because of the good things he provides. Remove 
Satan challenged, and Job's faith would melt away along with his riches and 


wes on the line. Would Job continue to trust him, even while his life was 

T he crucial question of the book: Would Job turn against God? 

fe mocked him, “Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!” (2:9), 
were even crueler: they argued that Job was vei? punished, that he fully deserved 

crashing into his life. For his part, Job struggled to do what seemed impossible: to 

believing in 2 loving, fair God even though all the evidence pointed against such a God. 


Job on Trial 
to think of this book as a courtroom drama, full of long, eloquent speeches. For most 


Job sits in the defendant's chair listening to his friends’ harangues. He knows no 
refutations: what they say about suffering as punishment seems to make sense. Yet he also. 
ws. deep in his soul, that they are wrong. He does not deserve the treatment he is getting. 
re has to be some other explanation. 

ke all grieving persons, Job went through emotional cycles. He whined, exploded, cajoled, 
and collapsed into self-pity. He agreed with his friends, then shifted positions and contradicted 
himself. And occasionally he came up with a statement of brilliant hope. ‘ 

Mainly, Job asked for one thing: an appearance by the one Person who could explain his 
miserable fate. He wanted to meet God himself, face to face. Eventually Job got his wish; God did 
show up in person. And when God finally spoke, no one—not Job, nor any of his friends—was 
prepared for what he had to say. 

When We Feel Like Job 


Sooner or later we all find ourselves in a position somewhat like Job's. Our world seems to 


crumble apart. Nothing makes sense any more. God seems distant and silent. 
At such moments of great crisis, each one of us is put on trial. In a sense we become actors in 


a contest like the one Job went through. This book records every step in that process with 
unflinching honesty. Job's life stands as an example to every person who must go through great 


suffering 
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The book of Job is regarded as 


lost because the complete “story lin 
Everything in between © 
The boldface sectiona' 


discourse [ 
book. Rather than reading large sections oft 


by Job and a rebuttal from one of his friends. 
It may help if you try to summarize t 


that day impressed their 


PLANS FOR READING JOB 
PLAN 1: An Overview of Job in 3 Days 


(1 Day 1. Read the Introduction to Job and then two short chapters, 


give background for the entire 


PLAN 2: All of Job in 41 Day 
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How to Read Job 


one of the world try ae ierary eset 
2 ‘ " ess' etry in the le. irst-time readers 
some of the finest, most expressive bd te ¢ Bible aaiees anc 
‘onsists of a series of peaechees . if . 4 a 
| headings and the phrases that follow, such as “An throughout the 
i liphaz the Temanite replied,” serve as markers of signposts f 
ae nei he book, read one entire speech PY Job, ora sesh 


he statem: u 
vrite that sentence in the margin (For example, “Job protests that 
That’ ‘audience more by eloquence than by rigo 
seem flowery. The issues Job ‘and his friends address, however, are life-and- 
‘As you read the speeches of Job's friends, remember that their views do 1 
God's. The book of Job merely records the friends’ viewpoints; it does not en 


ent behind each spect in ones seoakee of 
ie é 


Kk. 
© Day 2. Read chapter 38, which opens God's great speech to Job. 
O Day 3. Read chapter 42, completing the “plot” of Job. 
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Prologue 
In the land of Uz there lived a man whose 
name was Job. This man was blameless and 
upright; he feared God and shunned evil. 2He had 
seven sons and.three daughters, 3and he owned 
seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, 
five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred don- 
keys, and had a large number of servants. He was 
the greatest man among all the people of the East. 
4His sons used to take turns holding feasts in 
their homes, and they would invite their three 
sisters to eat and drink with them. 5When a period 
of feasting had run its course, Job would send and 
have them purified. Early in the morning he would 
sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, think- 
ing, “Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed 
God in their hearts.” This was Job’s regular cus- 

tom. 


Job’s First Test 


6One day the angelst came to present them- 
selves before the Lorp, and Satan? also came with 
them. 7The Lorp said to Satan, “Where have you 
come from?” 

Satan answered the Lorp, “From roaming 
through the earth and going back .nd forth in it.” 

8Then the Lorp said to Satan, ‘Have you con- 


"6 Hebrew the sons of God 6 Satan means accuser 


sidered my servant Job? There is no one on earth 
like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who 
fears God and shuns evil.” 

9’Does Job fear God for nothing?’ Satan re- 
plied. 10Have you not put a hedge around him 
and his household and everything he has? You 
have blessed the work of his hands, so that his 
flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. 
lBut stretch out your hand and strike everything 
he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.” 

22The Lorp said to Satan, “Very well, then, 
everything he has is in your hands, but on the man 
himself do not lay a finger.”” 

Then Satan went out from the presence of the 
Lorp. | 

13Qne day when Job’s sons and daughters were 
feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother's 
house, 14a messenger came to Job and said, “The 
oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing 
nearby, !5and the Sabeans attacked and carried 
them off. They put the servants to the swofd, and 
I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 

16While he was still speaking, another messen- 
ger came and said, “The fire of God fell from the 
sky and burned up the sheep and the servants, 
and I am the only one who has escaped to tell 


you! Pre 


Veale 


ied got |p and more his robe and 

dead. Then he fell to the ground in 

aN we 

\cded I came Gross my mother's womb, 

202 naked I wil depart+ 

The LORD gave and the Loxp has taken away; 
muy the name af the Loan be praised.” 


» and going back and forth in it.” 


24 The Extent of Satan’s Power 
Job's portrayal of Satan echoes the story in Genesis 
3: he has supernatural power to oppress people, 
but is restraaned by God. As John Newton said, 
“Satan can only go to the end of his chain.” The 
Bible records at least one other instance where 
Satan specifically asked permission to attack an — 
indovidual: Luke 22-31-32. 
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JOB 3:19 
they no longer hear the slave driver's shout 


18The small and the great are there, 
and the slave is freed from his master. 


2"Why is light given to those in misery, 
and life to the bitter of soul, 
2tto those who long for death that does not 
come 
who search for it more than for hidden 
treasure. 
2who are filled with gladness 
‘and rejoice when they reach the grave? 
3Why is life given to a man 
whose way is hidden, 
whom God has hedged in? 
For sighing comes to me instead of food; 
my groans pour out like water, 
>What I feared has come upon me; 
what | dreaded has happened to me. 
26] have no peace, no quietness; 
I have no rest, but only turmoil.” 


Eliphaz 
te 


4 


Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied: 


2"If someone ventures a word with you, will 
you be impatient? 
But who can keep from speaking? 
3Think how you have instructed many, 
how you have strengthened feeble hands. 
+Your words have supported those who 
stumbled; 
you have strengthened faltering knees. 
But now trouble comes to you, and you are 
discouraged; 
it strikes you, and you are dismayed. 
‘Should not your piety be your confidence 
and your blameless ways your hope? 


7"Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever 
perished? 
Where were the upright ever destroyed? 
SAs I have observed, those who plow evil 
and those who sow trouble reap it, 
2At the breath of God they are destroyed; 
at the blast of his anger they perish. 
\0The lions may roar and growl, 
yet the teeth of the great lions are broken. 
11The lion perishes for lack of prey, 
and the cubs of the lioness are scattered. 


12“A word was secretly brought to me, 
my ears caught a whisper of it. 

13Amid disquieting dreams in the night, 
when deep sleep falls on men, 


a 


4:13 Appealing to a Vision 

The book of Job includes parallels to most 
modern-day responses to people in pain. To 
impress the other listeners with his religious 
authority, Eliphaz appealed to a mysterious vision 
in which a “spirit” restated Eliphaz’s own line of 
argument. In the next chapter, he hints that Job 
should turn to God for a miracle (5:8-10). 


«21 Some interpreters end the quotation after verse 17. 


\fear and trembling seized me 
and nae ot my bones shake. 
ISA spirit glide face, 
and the hair yn Y body. stood onend, 
lelt stopped, 
but I could not tell what it was: 
A form stood before my eyes, 
and I heard a hushed voice: 
17'Can a mortal be more righteous than God? 
Can a man be more pure than his 
181f God places no trust in his servants, 
if he charges his angels with error, 
how much more those who live in houses of 
clay, 
whose fpbdations are in the dust, 
who are crushed more readily than a moth! 
20Between dawn and dusk they are broken to 
pieces; 
unnoticed, they perish forever. 
21Are not the cords of their tent pulled up, 
so that they die without wisdom?’¢ 


“Call if you will, but who will answer you? 
To which of the holy ones will you turn? 
2Resentment kills a fool, 


and envy slays the simple. ™ 


31 myself have seen a fool taking root, 
but suddenly his house was cursed. 
4His children are far from safety, ». 
crushed in court without a defender. 
sThe hungry consume his harvest, 
taking it even from among thorns, 
and the thirsty pant after his wealth. 
6For hardship does not spring from the soil, 
nor does trouble sprout from the ground, 
7Yet man is born to trouble ; 
as surely as sparks fly upward. 


8But if it were I, | would appeal to God; 
1 would lay my cause before him. 
°He performs wonders that cannot be 
fathomed, 
miracles that cannot be counted. 
10He bestows rain on the earth; 
he sends water upon the countryside. 
The lowly he sets on high, 
and those who mourn are tifted to safety. 
12He thwarts the plans of the crafty, 
so that their hands achieve no success. 
13He catches the wise in their craftiness, 


7 
4 


“a wt 


and the schemes of the wily are swept away. 


14Darkness comes upon them in the daytime; 
at noon they grope as in the night. 


15He saves the needy from the sword in their 


mouth; 
he saves them from the clutches of the 
powerful. 7 
16So the poor have hope, 
and injustice shuts its mouth. 


17”Blessed is the man whom God corrects; 


so do not despise the discipline of the 
Almighty.’ 


18For he wounds, but he also binds up; 


he injures, but his hands also heal. _ 
19From six calamities he will rescue you; 


17 Hebrew Shaddai; here and throughout Job 


Pi 
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in seven no harm will befall you. 
2In famine he will ransom you from death, 
and in battle from the stroke of the sword. 
21You will be protected from the lash of the 
tongue, 
and need not fear when destruction comes. 
2You will laugh at destruction and famine, 
and need not fear the beasts of the earth. 
23For you will have a covenant with the stones of 
the field, 
and the wild animals will be at peace with 
‘ou 
You will know that your tent is secure; 
you will take stock of your property and find 
nothing missing. 
25You will know that your children will be many, 
and your descendants like the grass of the 
earth 
2%You will come to the grave in full vigor, 
like sheaves gathered in season. 


27”'We have examined this, and it is true. 
So hear it and apply it to yourself.” 


Job 

Then Job replied 

2”If only my anguish could be weighed 

and all my misery be placed on the scales! 
31t would surely outweigh the sand of the 

seas— 

no wonder my words have been impetuous. 
4The arrows of the Almighty are in me, 

my spirit drinks in their poison; 

God's terrors are marshaled against me. 
9Does a wild donkey bray when it has grass, 

or an ox bellow when it has fodder? 
“Is tasteless food eaten without salt, 

or is there flavor in the white of an egg?? 
71 refuse to touch it; 

such food makes me ill, 


Oh, that | might have my request, 

that God would grant what I hope for, 
“that God would be willing to crush me, 

to let loose his hand and cut me off! 
"Then I would still have this consolation— 

my joy in unrelenting pain— 

that | had not denied the words of the Holy 

One 


What strength do | have, that I should still 
hope? 
What prospects, that | should be patient? 
2Do | have the strength of stone? 


649 Why Keep on Living? 

jb headlasthy refused to curse God, but he did 
curve the day he was born. in this speech he asked 
for 2 quick death, realizing be could not hold out 
trustion, in God torever, 1 he died soon, at least he 
wend die Ail bretbevinn. His speeches contain 
voroe A the ment prolound expressions of pain and 
despair in all oA Niterature 
ET 
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JOB 7:7 
Is my flesh bronze? 
13Do I have any power to help myself, 
now that success has been driven from me? 


14”A despairing man should have the devotion 
of his friends, 
even though he forsakes the fear of the 
Almighty. 
15But my brothers are as undependable as 
intermittent streams, 
as the streams that overflow 
l6when darkened by thawing ice 
and swollen with melting snow, 
17but that cease to flow in the dry season, 
and in the heat vanish from their channels. 
18Caravans turn aside from their routes; 
they go up into the wasteland and perish. 
19The caravans of Tema look for water, 
the traveling merchants of Sheba look in. 


hope. 
20They are distressed, because they had been 
confident; 
they arrive there, only to be disappointed. 
21Now you too have proved to be of no help; 
you see something dreadful and are afraid. 
2Have | ever said, ‘Give something on my 
behalf, 
pay a ransom for me from your wealth, 
2deliver me from the hand of the enemy, 
ransom me from the clutches of the 
ruthless’? 


%’Teach me, and I will be quiet; " 
show me where I have been wrong. — 
How painful are honest words! it 
But what do your arguments prove? 
2%Do you mean to correct what I say, 
and treat the words of a despairing man as 
wind? 
27You would even cast lots for the fatherless — 
and barter away your friend, 


2#’But now be so kind as to look at me, 
Would | lie to your face? 

*Relent, do not be unjust; 
reconsider, for my integrity is at stake.» 

Wis there any wickedness on my lips? , 
Can my mouth not discern malice? 


“Does not man have hard service on earth? 

Are not his days like those of a hired oben 
2Like a slave longing for the eveniny 

or # hired man waiting eagerly fai his: wages, 
390 I have been allotted months of futility, 

and nights.cb mleery/ have hom nae 


‘When I lle down I think, ‘How long betore't 
get up?’ 
he thee cede and | toss‘til dawn. , 
°My body is clothed with worms and scabs, 
my skin is broken and festering. nad 


“My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, 
and they come to an end without hope, 
Remember, O God, that my life is but a breath; 


my eyes will never see happiness again, 


29 On rny rightewaness ill stands 


i 


——————— 


JOB 7:8 
SThe eye that now sees me will see me no 


longer, : 
you will look for me, but I will be no more. 
24s 2 cloud vanishes and is gone, 
goes down to the grave* does not 


Fill know him no more. 


will not keep silent; 
k ot th h of my spirit, nothing, 
ent Bevis and our days on earth are but a shadow. 


Iv plain in the bitterness of my soul. i y . 
2 sea, or the monster of the deep, 1oWill they not instruct you and tell you? ¢ 
under guard? Will they not bring forth words from their 

ae % 


bed will comfort me 
will ease my complaint, 


ncCan papyrus grow tall where there is NO 
marsh? 


wu frighten me with dreams 
me with visions, Can reeds thrive without water? 
strangling and death, While still growing and uncut, & 
body of mine they wither more quickly than grass. 
I would not live forever. 13Such is the destiny of all who forget God; 
days have no meaning. - so perishes the hope of the godless. 
14What he trusts in is fragile; 


‘ what he relies on is a spider's web. 
15He leans on his web, but it gives ee 

he clings to it, but it does not ho F + 

ae I6He is like a well-watered plant in the sunshine, 

ever look away from me, its shoots over the den 
alone even for an instant? Vit entwines its roots around a pile of rocks 

and looks for a place among the stones. 
1SBut when it is torn from its spot, 

that place disowns it and says, ‘I never saw 


you made me your target? 
become a burden to you?* you. 
19Surely its life withers away, 

andé from the soil other plants grow. 


20’Surely God does not reject a blameless man 
or strengthen the hands of evildoers. 

21He will yet fill your mouth with laughter 
and your lips with shouts of joy- 

2Your enemies will be clothed in shame, 
and the tents of the wicked will be no 


| soon lie down in the dust; 
search for me, but | will be no 
more.” 


Bildad the Shuhite replied: 


long will you say such things? more. 
Your words are a blustering wind. 
2Does God pervert justice? Job 
he Almighty pervert what is right? $ 
4When your children sinned against him, Then Job replied: 
he gave them over to the penalty of their sin. 2"Indeed, I know that this is true. 
you will look to God But how can a mortal be righteous before 
and plead with the Almighty, God? 
3Though one wished to dispute with him, 
TT he could not answer him one time out of a 
8:4 A Mixture of True and False thousand 
2 4His wisdom is profound, his er is vast. 
Although God rejected the overall force of their Who : eae ee ‘ 
arguments, Job’s three friends said some things that Ms pare) ane out 
were true and others that were totally false. In this 5He m micritatiie ithout ther knowing it 
case, Bildad appealed to common sense, (“Surely rp hie t their knowing it 
God does not reject a blameless man’’), implying isa overturns them in his anger. : 
that Job sinned to deserve his suffering. But God shakes the earth from its place 2 on 
specifically had called Job “blameless and upright” and makes its pillars tremble. 


ee a eo eeiohar Gii'ts) 7H speaks to the sun and it does not shine; 


is quoted approvingly in the New Testament (1 he seals off the light of the stars. 
Corinthians 3:19). 8He alone stretches out the heavens 
and treads on the waves of the sea. 


49 Hebrew Sheol 20) A few manuscripts of the Masoretic Text, an ancient Hebrew scribal 
tradition and Septuagint; most. 
manuscripts of the Masoretic Text | have become a burden to myself. meaning of the Hebrew vale oacecaaetn 
£19 Or Surely all the joy it huss | is that , . “ ashes? ade! ~ 
~ 2 i 4 


JOB 9:19 


443 
> Bei id Orion, 14”How then can I dispute with him? > 
Se is thie Maier of the Bene wellatibns of fhe How can I find words to argue with him? 
the Fiewasseeane 1SThough I were innocent, I could not answer 
him; > 
} could only plead with my Judge for 


mercy. 
16Even if | summoned him and he responded, . 


en hee 1 do not believe he would give me a hearing. 
17He would crush me with a storm 
and multiply my wounds for no reason. 
18He would not let me regain my breath 
but would overwhelm me with misery. 


Who 
God does not restrain his anger; 
€ » cohorts of Rahab cowered at his i 
“eet 19]f it is a matter of strength, he is mighty! 


What Not to Say to a Hurting Person ~ 
Job’s friends only made it worse 


‘Now you too have proved to be of no help.” 6:21 
bu are sitting in a hospital room, where the faint smell of antiseptic lingers and the sound of 


ale voices rustles all around you. The doctor's prediction for your friend is bad. You've 
listened to your friend’s anger and despair, and many other emotions. Now it’s your turn to reply. 
Everyone in the room waits for your response, : 

What do you say to a suffering person? The book of Job gives page after page of examples. 
Job’s three friends, finding him in despair, filled the air with high-sounding advice. But 
unfortunately they offer models of what not to say. Their main argument only made Job feel 


worse, and at the end God dismissed them all. 


the Middle East. His three friends, from nelghibodns lands, were also prosperous and well 
respected. When they first saw Job, they wept aloud and sat with him on the ground, silent, for 
seven days and nights, overcome with grief (2:13). 

After Job finally broke the silence, each friend delivered a flowery speech on Job’s dilemma. 
There afe three cycles of speeches in all, with Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar taking turns, allowing 
Job to respond to each. Eliphaz, who led off, had strong and noble ideas. Bildad was briefer and 
slightly less sympathetic. Zophar (who did not speak in the third cycle) showed passion and fire. 

The friends seemed to crescendo in emotional intensity. In the first cycle (chapters 4-14), th 
showed hope of winning Job over to their point of view. In the second cycle (chapters 15-21), the 
speeches grew more severe and threatening. And by the time of the concluding speeches 


(chapters 22-25), Job’s friends were making direct accusations against him. 


Who Were Job's Friends? 
This book gives few details on time and place, but it presents Job as a very wealthy “sheik” of 


A Flawed Theory about Suffering 
Job's friends believed in a God of love and fairness; their arguments started from that fact. 
reasoned. Most of 


Surely a just God would not allow an innocent man to suffer so much, thi 
their comments boil down to one simple theory: Job must have committed some great crime for 


which God was punishing him. All three believed that good people prosper and bad people 
suffer; therefore, suffering must betray some hidden sin. 

“Surely God does net reject a blameless man or strengthen the hands of evildoers,’ they said 
to Job (8:20). Repent, they admonished him, and God will forgive and restore you. Their words 
got this response from Job: “You . . .smear me with lies; you are worthless physicians, all of 
you!” (13:4). Job also believed in a loving God, but he knew he was innocent. 

When God finally made his appearance, he dismissed the three friends in one sentence to 
Eliphaz, “I am angry with you and your two friends, because you have not spoken of me what is 
right, as my servant Job has” (42:7). 

Although the Bible elsewhere gives examples of suffering that resulted from a person’s sin, Job 
clearly shows that such a theory cannot be applied in every case. (For a related discussion, see 
“Healthier, Wealthier, and Wiser,” page 156.) It is not for us to try to reason out the specific cause 
of a person's suffering; God reserves that knowledge for himself. 

Life Questions: What is the most “unfair” thing that has ever happened to you? How did it affect the 


way you thought about God? 
LEE 
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JOB 9:20 
And if it is a matter of justice, who will 
summon him? 
20Bven if | were innocent, my mouth wi 
condemn me; 
if |were blameless, it would pronounce me 
guilty. 


ould 


21Although | am blameless, 
| have no concern for myself; 
I despise my own life. 
22{t is all the same; that is why I say, 
‘He destroys both the blameless and the 
wicked.’ 
23When a scourge brings sudden death, 
he mocks the despair of the innocent. 
24When a land falls into the hands of the wicked, 
he blindfolds its judges. 
If it is not he, then who is it? 


25My days are swifter than a runner; 

they fly away without a glimpse of joy. 
26They skim past like boats of papyrus, 

like eagles swooping down on their prey. 
27If I say, ‘I will forget my complaint, 

1 will change my expression, and smile,’ 
28] still dread all my sufferings, 

for I know you will not hold me innocent. 
29Since I am already found guilty, 

why should I struggle in vain? 
30Even if | washed myself with soap’ 

and my hands with washing soda, 
3lyou would plunge me into a slime pit 

so that even my clothes would detest me. 


32’He is not a man like me that I might answer 
him, 
that we might confront each other in court. 
331f only there were someone to arbitrate 
between us, 
to lay his hand upon us both, 
¥Msomeone to remove God's rod from me, 
so that his terror would frighten me no 
more. 
35Then I would speak up without fear of him, 
but as it now stands with me, I cannot. 
10 therefore I will give free rein to my 
complaint 
and speak out in the bitterness of my soul. 
21 will say to God: Do not condemn me, 
but tell me what charges you have against 
me. 
3Does it please you to oppress me, 
to spurn the work of your hands, 


“T loathe my very life; 


9:33 Looking for an Arbitrator 
Job recognized the enormous gulf between God 
and people. He poignantly asked for an arbitrator 
“to lay his hand upon us both.” A few such 
comments of Job, expressing great longing for an 
advocate, found their full realization in Jesus, who 
was called the “one mediator between God and 
men” (1 Timothy 2:5). 

—— 


#19 See Septuagint; Hebrew me. $30 Or snow 


€15 Or and aware of 


while you smile on the schemes of the 
wicked? 


4Do you have eyes of flesh? * 
Do you see as a mortal sees? A 
5Are your days like those of a mortal 
or your years like those of @ man, 
6that you must search out my faults \ 
and probe after my sin— ¥ 
Aachen know Mat Jam not guilty 
and that no one can rescue ME from your ; 
hand? 
8”Your hands shaped me and. made me. 
Will you now turn and destroy me? 
9Remember that you molded me like clay. 
Will you now turn me to dust again? 
10Did you not pour me out like milk 
and curdle me like cheese, 
Nclothe me with skin and flesh 
and knit me together with bones and 
sinews? % 
12You gave me life and showed me kindness, 
and in your providence watched over my 
spirit. 
13/But this is what you concealed in your heart, 
and I know that this was in your mind: 
14[f | sinned, you would be watching me 
and would not let my offense go 
unpunished. 
15]f | am guilty—woe to me! 
Even if I am innocent, | cannot lift my head, 
for | am full of shame 
and drowned int my affliction. 
16If I hold my head high, you stalk me like a lion 
and again display your awesome power 
against me. 
17You bring new witnesses against me 
and increase your anger toward me; 
your forces come against me wave upon 
wave. 


18"Why then did you bring me out of the womb? 
I wish I had died before any eye saw me. 
191f only I had never come into being, 
or had been carried straight from the womb 
to the grave! 
20Are not my few days almost over? 
Turn away from me so I can have a 
moment's joy 
2lbefore I go to the place of no return, 
to the land of gloom and deep shadow,4 
2to the land of deepest night, 
of deep shadow and disorder, 
where even the light is like darkness.’’ 


Zophar 
1 1 Then Zophar the Naamathite replied: 


2” Are all these words to go unanswered? 
Is this talker to be vindicated? 
3Will your idle talk reduce men to silence? 
Will no one rebuke you when you mock? 
4You say to God, ‘My beliefs are flawless 
and | am pure in your sight.’ 
5Oh, how I wish that God would speak, 
that he would open his lips against you 


421 Orand the shadow of death; also in verse 22 


sand disclose to you the secrets of wisdom, 

for true wisdom ha 

Know this: God has eve 
your sin 


4s two sides 
n forgotten some of 


‘Can you fathom the mysteries of God? 
‘Can you probe the limits of the Almighty? 
«They are higher than the heavens—what can 
you do? 
They are deeper than the depths of the 
sravea—what can you know? 
sTheir measure is longer than the earth 
and wider than the sea 
10If he comes along and confines you in prison 
and convenes a court, who can oppose him? 
Surely he recognizes deceitful men; 
and when he sees evil, does he not take 
note? 
12But a witless man can no more become wise 
than a wild donkey's colt can be born a 
man.’ 


13’’Yet if you devote your heart to him 
and stretch out your hands to him, 
Mif you put away the sin that is in your hand 
and allow no evil to dwell in your tent, 
ISthen you will lift up your face without shame; 
you will stand firm and without fear. 
16You will surely forget your trouble, 
recalling it only as waters gone by. 
17 Life will be brighter than noonday, 
and darkness will become like morning. 
18You will be secure, because there is hope; 
you will look about you and take your rest in 
safety 
19You will lie down, with no one to make you 
afraid, 
and many will court your favor. 
20But the eyes of the wicked will fail, 
and escape will elude them; 
their hope will become a dying gasp.” 


Job 
1 Then Job replied: 
2’Doubtless you are the people, 
and wisdom will die with you! 
3But I have a mind as well as you; 
I am not inferior to you. 
Who does not know all these things? 


4’'T have become a laughingstock to my friends, 


11:14 Unfair Accusation 

Zophar, the least tactful of the three friends, made 
direct accusations against Job, repeating the 
common refrain that Job was being punished for 
some sin. In a speech recorded in chapter 12, Job 
agreed in principle that God rewards the righteous 
and punishes the wicked. But in his own case he 
knew he was innocent. No matter how convincing 
their arguments, he had to protest against them. 
a 


*8 Hebrew than Sheol "12 Or 
kings / and ties a belt sald deri ran Pecan 


“6 Or secure / in what God's hand brings them 418 Or shackles of 


ee eae eC 
445. 


JOB 13:6 
though I called upon God and he 


answered— 
a mere laughingstock, though righteous and 
blameless! 
SMen atease have contempt for misfortune = 
as the fate of those whose feet are : 
6The tents of marauders are und , 
and those who provoke God are secure— — 
those who carry their god in their hands. ~ 
7 But ask the animals, and they will teach you, 
or the birds of the air, and they will tell you; 
for speak to the earthy and it will teach you, 
or let the fish of the sea inform you. 


*Which of all these does not know t 
that the hand of the Loxp has done this? 
10In his hand is the life of every creature \ 
and the breath of all mankind. \ 
1Does not the ear test words | " 
as the tongue tastes food? 
121s not wisdom found among the aged? 
Does not long life bring 
13’To God belong wisdom and power; 
counsel and understanding are his. 
14What he tears down cannot be rebuilt; 
the man he imprisons cannot be released. 
151f he holds back the waters, there is drought; 
if he lets them loose, they devastate the 
land. 
16To him belong strength and victory; 
both deceived and deceiver are his. 
17He leads counselors away stripped 
and makes fools of judges. 
18He takes off the shackles put on by kings 
and ties a loincloth¢ around their waist. 
19He leads priests away stripped 
and overthrows men long established. 
20He silences the lips of trusted advisers 
and takes away the discernment of elders. 
21He pours contempt on nobles 
and disarms the mighty. — 
2He reveals the deep things of darkness 
and brings deep shadows into the light. 
23He makes nations great, and destroys them; 
he enlarges nations, and di: them. 
24He deprives the leaders of the earth of their 
reason; . 
he sends them wandering through a 
trackless waste. 
2They grope in darkness with no light; 
he makes them stagger like drunkards. _ Hy 


13 “My eyes have seen all this, 
my ears have heard and understood it. 
2What you know, I also know; 
lam not inferior to you. cms 
3But I desire to speak to the Almighty - 
and to argue my case with God. eu 
4You, however, smear me with lies; 
you are worthless physicians, al! of you! 


5If only you would be altogether silent! 
For you, that would be wisdom, 7 
Hear now my argument; wane 
listen to the plea of my lips. sia Deut 


JOB 13:7 
7Will you speak wickedly on God's behalf? 
Will you speak deceitfully for him? 
8Will you show him partiality? 
Will you argue the case for God? 
9»Would it turn out well if he examined you? ; 
Could you deceive him as you might deceive 
men? 
10He would surely rebuke you 
if you secretly showed partiality. 
11Would not his splendor terrify you? 
Would not the dread of him fall on you? 
12Your maxims are proverbs of ashes; 
your defenses are defenses of clay. 


13”Keep silent and let me speak; 
then let come to me what may. 
4Why do I put myself in jeopardy 
and take my life in my hands? 
1sThough he slay me, yet will I hope in him; 
I will surely? defend my ways to his face. 
16Indeed, this will turn out for my deliverance, 
for no godless man would dare come before 
him! 
17Listen carefully to my words; 
let your ears take in what I say. 
18Now that I have prepared my case, 
I know I will be vindicated. 
19Can anyone bring charges against me? 
If so, I will be silent and die 


20’Only grant me these two things, O God, 
and then I will not hide from you: 
21Withdraw your hand far from me, 
and stop frightening me with your terrors. 
2Then summon me and I will answer, 
or let me speak, and you reply. 
23How many wrongs and sins have I committed? 
Show me my offense and my sin. 
24Why do you hide your face 
and consider me your enemy? 
25Will you torment a windblown leaf? 
Will you chase after dry chaff? 
26For you write down bitter things against me 
and make me inherit the sins of my youth. 
27You fasten my feet in shackles; 
you keep close watch on all my paths 
by putting marks on the soles of my feet. 


28’So man wastes away like something rotten, 
like a garment eaten by moths. 
14 “Man born of woman 
is of few days and full of trouble. 


2He springs up like a flower and withers away; 
like a fleeting shadow, he cves not endure. 


13:15 A Desperate Hope 

This statement more than any other shows the 
depth of Job’s faith, and the reason he made good 
on God’s challenge against Satan. He valued his 
faith in God even above his own life. He asked 
only for a “day in court,” a chance to confront 
God personally and hear an explanation. 


ES 


#15 Or He will surely slay me; I have no -/ 
414 Or release sai atte 


‘3 Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Hebrew me 


3Do you fix your eye on such a one? 
Will you bring him? before you for . 
judgment? 
4Who can bring what is pure from the impure? 
No one! & ; 
5Man’s days are determined; 
you have decreed the number of his months. ¥ 
and have set limits he cannot excee: 
6So look away from him and let him alone, — 
till he has put in his time like 4 hired man, 


7” At least there is hope for a tree! 
If it is cut down, it will sprout again, 
and its new shoots will not fail. 

Sits roots may grow old in the ground 
and its stump die in the soil, 

Syet at the scent of water it will bud 
and put forth shoots like a plant. 

}0But man dies and is laid low; 
he breathes his last and is no more, 

1As water disappears from the sea 
or a riverbed becomes parched and dry, 


- 2so man lies down and does not rise; 


till the heavens are no more, men will not 
awake 
or be roused from their sleep. 
13If only you would hide me in the gravee 
and conceal me till your anger has passed! 
If only you would set me a time 
and then remember me! 
Mf a man dies, will he live again? 
All the days of my hard service 
I will wait for my renewalé to come. 
15You will call and | will answer you; 
you will long for the creature your hands 
have made. 
16Surely then you will count my steps 
but not keep track of my sin. 
\7My offenses will be sealed up in a bag; 
you will cover over my sin. 
18“But as a mountain erodes and crumbles 
and as a rock is moved from its place, 
19as water wears away stones 
and torrents wash away the soil, 
so you destroy man’s hope. 
20You overpower him once for all, and he is 
gone; 
you change his countenance and send him 
away. 
21If his sons are honored, he does not know it; 
if they are brought low, he does not see it, 
22He feels but the pain of his own body 
and mourns only for himself,” 


Eliphaz i 
15 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied: 
Would a wise man answer with empty 
notions 
or fill his belly with the hot east wind? 
3Would he argue with useless words, 
with speeches thathavenovalue? 


‘But you even undermine piety . 
and hinder devotion to God. . 


“13 Hebrew Sheol 


="? lll 
aay 
Vusayy sive AUR WME VOUT 
ou avtopt the fangue of the cbttty 
*) UU FAVRE eevee wou Rot Avie) 
QW ON Hays eesti) QgRAEASE POU 
Awe wou the (rat nan ever DORR? 
Wore vou baouitt Aocth Before the Hills? 
AH wor yon Gods eouned? 
my) vt weston Gy yourself? 
Whar vy Know that we do not know? 
Wr nite do vou have that we do not 
ave? 


Whe grav halon and Che aged are on our side, 
en even older than your father 
Ane Gad s oonsalations not enough for you, 
words spoken gently to you? 
Why has your heart carried you away, 
and why do your eves flash 
Sse that you vent your mge against God 
and pour out such words from your 
mouth? 


* What is man, that he could be pure, 
yy one born of woman, that he could be 
nghteous? 
‘it God places no trust in his holy ones, 
iteven the heavens are not pure in his eyes, 
show much less man, who is vile and corrupt, 
who drinks up evil like water! 


Listen to me and [will explain to you 
st me tell you what I have seen, 
wise men have declared, 
hiding nothing received from their fathers 
{to whom alone the land was given 
when no alien passed among them); 
AI! his days the wicked man suffers torment, 
the ruthless through all the years stored up 
for him 
2'Terntying sounds fill his ears; 
when.all seems well, marauders attack 
him 
2He despairs of escaping the darkness; 
he is marked for the sword. 
He wanders about—food for vultures; 
he knows the day of darkness is at hand. 
Distress and anguish fill him with terror; 
they overwhelm him, like a king poised to 
attack, 
2Sbecause he shakes his fist at God 
and vaunts himself against the Almighty, 
2edefiantly charging against him 
with a thick, strong shield 


2°*Though his face is covered with fat 
and his waist bulges with flesh, 


15:4 Job’s Moods 

Job minced no words in his complaints against 
God. As a result, his friends criticized him for 
undermining piety and hindering devotion to God. 
Notably, in his summing-up speech God did not 
condemn Job’s varying moods; he instead 
dismissed the pious words of Job’s friends. 


423 Or about, looking for food 
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8he will Inhabit ruined towne 
and houses where no one lives; 
houses crumbling to rubble. - 
2He will no longer be rich and his wealth will 
not endure, . 
nor Will his possessions spread over the 


land, 
Wie will not escape the darkness; 
4 flame will wither his shoots, 
and the breath of God's mouth will carry 


Nim away, 
‘Let him not deceive himself by trusting what is 
worthless, 
for he will get nothing in return, 
“Before his time he will be paid in full, 
and his branches will not flourish, 
“He will be like a vine stripped of its unripe 
grapes, 
like an olive tree shedding its blossoms. 
‘MFor the company of the godless will be barren, 
and fire will consume the tents of those who 
love bribes. 
“They conceive trouble and give birth to evil; 
their womb fashions deceit,” " 


Job 
1 2"| have heard many things like these; 
miserable comforters are you all! e 
3Will your long-winded speeches never end? 
What ails you that you keep on arguing? 
4] also could speak like you, 
if you were in my place; ; 
I could make fine speeches against you 
and shake my head at you. 
SBut my mouth would encourage you; 
comfort ae! my lips would bring you 
relief. 


6’Yet if | speak, my pain is not relieved; 
and if I refrain, it does not go away, 
7Surely, O God, you have worn me out; 
you have devastated my entire household. 
8You have bound me—and it has becomea 
witness; 1 
my gauntness rises up and testifies against 
me. 
%God assails me and tears me in his anger 
and gnashes his teeth at me; y 
my opponent fastens on me his piercing é 
eyes. ; 
10Men open their mouths to jeer at me; 
they strike my cheek in scorn 
and unite together against me. 


_ 
16:9 When God Seems Angry 
In his trauma, Job could not help feeling that he 
was the object of God's anger. Many people who 
undergo great pain feel the same. In Job’s case, 
however, we know that God was not angry with 
him. He had held him up before Satan as “aman 
who fears God and shuns evil” (1:8). - 


Then Job replied: 


ee ae 
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1God has turned me over vere re canes Ee ne ee 
es 
= ppt eer 16Will it go down to the gates of death'? a 
«was well with me, but he shattered me; Will we descend together into the 
he seized me by the eae and crushed me. Bildad . 
He has made me his target; F , ‘ al « 
his archers surround me. 18 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied: ® 
ithout pity, he pierces my kidneys 2"When will you end these SI es? 
and spills my gall on the ground. Be ible, and then we ca talk. 
+Again and again he bursts upon me; 3Why are we ed as cattle 
he rushes at me like a warrior: aad Seid in your sight? 
+] have sewed sackcloth over my skin 4You who tear yourself to rie he lee ph 
and buried my brow in the dust. is the earth to be abandon e pach a 
éMy face is red with weeping, Or must the rocks be move’ 
deep shadows ring my eyes; place? 
7yet my hands have been free of violence icked is snu out 


and my prayer is pure. 


5 earth, do not cover my blood; 
may my cry never be laid to rest! 
SEven now my witness 1s 1n heaven; 
y advocate is on high 
intercessor is my friend# 
y eyes pour out tears to God;” 
Zor alf of a man he pleads with God 
as a man pleads for his friend. 


a few years will pass 
»re | go on the journey of no return. 


i iy Ay spirit is broken, 
my days are cut short, 
the grave awaits me. 


mockers surround me; 
es must dwell on their hostility. 


e 


ive me, O God, the pledge you demand. 

ho else will put up security for me? 

#You have closed their minds to understanding; 
therefore you will not let them triumph. 

Sif a man denounces his friends for reward, 
the eyes of his children will fail. 


&’God has made me a byword to everyone, 
a man in whose face people spit. 
7My eyes have grown dim with grief; 
my whole frame is but a shadow. 
éUpright men are appalled at this; 
the innocent are aroused against the 


ungodly 
Nevertheless, the righteous will hold to their 
ways, 
and those with clean hands will grow 
stronger 


10”But come on, all of you, try again! 
I will not find a wise man among you. 

iMy days have passed, my plans are shattered, 
and so are the desires of my heart. 

i2These men turn night into day; 
in the face of darkness they say, ‘Light is 

near.’ 

13[f the only home | hope for is the grave,’ 
if | spread out my bed in darkness, 

i4if | say to corruption, ‘You are my father,’ 
and to the worm, ‘My mother’ or ‘My sister,’ 


#20 Or My friends treat me with scorn 13,16 Hebrew Sheol 


5’The lamp of the w e 
the flame of his fire stops burning. 


6The light in his tent becomes dark; 
the lamp beside him goes out. 
7The vigor of his step is weakened; 
his own schemes throw him down. 
8His feet thrust him into a net 
and he wanders into its mesh. 
9A trap seizes him by the heel; 
a snare holds him fast. 
1A noose is hidden for him on the ground; 
a trap lies in his path. 
1!Terrors startle him on every side 
and dog his every step. 
12Calamity is hungry for him; 
disaster is ready for him when he falls. 
13]t eats away parts of his skin; 
death’s firstborn devours his limbs. 
14He is torn from the security of his tent 
and marched off to the king of terrors. 
15Fire resides in his tent; 
burning sulfur is scattered over his dwelling. 
16His roots dry up below 
and his branches wither above. 
17The memory of him perishes from the earth; 
he has no name in the land. 
18He is driven from light into darkness 
and is banished from the world. 
19He has no offspring or descendants among his 
people, 4 
no survivor where once he lived. 
20Men of the west are appalled at his fate; 
men of the east are seized with horror. 
21Surely such is the dwelling of an evil man; 
such eu place of one who knows not 


17:12 A Wrong Time for Cheer 


Falsely cheerful advice can actually make a 
suffering person even more discouraged. Job’s 
sentiments in this passage are in a verse 
from Prove fe away a 
garment on ac 'y, or inegar poured on. 
soda, one who sta a ee 


«15 Or Nothing he had remains 


Job 
1 Then Job replied 
"How long will you torment me 
ne with words? 
w you have reproached me; 
shame you attack me. 
41f it iy true that | have gone antray, 
my error remains my concern alone 
SIf indeed you would exalt yourselves above me 
aod use my humiliation against me, 
othen know that God has wronged me 
and drawn his net around me. 


Though Lery, ‘I've been wronged!’ I get no 
response; 

though I call for help, there is no justice 

4He has blocked my way 80 | cannot pass; 
he has shrouded my paths in darkness, 

°He has stripped me of my honor 
and removed the crown from my head 

l0He tears me down on every side till | am gone; 
he uproots my hope like a tree 

His anger burns against me; 
he counts me among his enemies. 

RHis troops advance in force; 
they build a siege ramp against me 
and encamp around my tent. 


13He has alienated my brothers from me; 
my acquaintances are completely estranged 
from me 
M4My kinsmen have gone away; 
my friends have forgotten me 
ISMy guests and my maidservants count me a 
stranger; 
they look upon me as an alien. 
161 summon my servant, but he does not 
answer, 
though I beg him with my own mouth. 
17My breath is offensive to my wife; 
I am loathsome to my own brothers. 
18Even the little boys scorn me; 
when I appear, they ridicule me. 
19All my intimate friends detest me; 
those I love have turned against me. 
20] am nothing but skin and bones; 
T have escaped with only the skin of my 
teeth. 


21Have pity on me, my friends, have pity, 
for the hand of God has struck me. 

22Why do you pursue me as God does? 
Will you never get enough of my flesh? 


23Oh, that my words were recorded, 
that they were written ona scroll, 
2that they were inscribed with an iron tool ond 
lead, 
or engraved in rock forever! 
251 know that my Redeemer lives, 
and that in the end he will stand upon the 
earth.4 
#20 Or only my gums 


hhas been destroyed, { then 
manuscripts me 


°24 Orand «25 Or defend 
'26 Or / apart from 


“29 Or | that you may come to know the Almighty 


. - 


And alter my skin has been destrryed, . 
yett int my flesh 1 will see God, 


77) mynelt will new him P 
with my own eyeot, and not another. 


How my heart yearne within met 
we" you ‘How we will hound him, 
since the 1001 of the trouble lies in fim 
you should fear the eword yourselves; 
for wrath will bring punishment by the 


sword, 
and then you will know that there is 
judgment.” 


Zophar 
20 Then Zophar the Naamathite replied: 
7'My troubled thoughts prompt me to 
answer 
because | am greatly disturbed. 
4) hear a rebuke that dishonors me, he 
and my understanding inspires me to reply. 
#’Surely you know how it has been from of old, 
ever since mar’ was placed on the earth, 
Sthat the mirth of the wicked is brief, ‘ 
the joy of the godless lasts but a moment. 
6Though his pride reaches to the heavens 
and his head touches the clouds, 
The will perish forever, like his own 
those who have seen him will say, “ 
he?’ "Tey mids 
5Like a dream he flies away, no more to be 
found, 
banished like a vision of the night. 
5The eye that saw him will not see him again; 
his place will look on him no more. 
1His children must make amends to the poor; 
11The youthful vigor that fills his bones 
will lie with him in the dust. 
12’"Though evil is sweet in his mouth 
and he hides it under his tongue, 
though he cannot bear to let it go 
and keeps it in his mouth, 
M4yet his food will turn sour in his stomach; 
it will become the venom of serpents within 
him 


15He will spit out the riches he swallowed: 

God will make his stomach vomit them up. 
16He will suck the poison of serpents; 

the fangs of an adder will kill him. J 
17He will not enjoy the streams, 

the rivers flowing with honey and cream. 


” 


on two other flashes of (9:33; 16:19-: 
did not try to hide his despair and Ean 


verse shows, the trials never 


‘Septuagint and Vulgate; most 


all of his 


“26 Or And after | esoake, | though this body. 
kellie 7 


EE 
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sWhat he toiled far he must give back uneaten; ‘ 
will not enjoy the prokt from. his trading. 
ressei the poor and left them 


“for he has opp 
desnt 


ad houses he did not build. Job “ wa f 


7 Then Job replied: ‘a 
himself by his treasure, 21 saint, to my words: el 
ve himself by his treasure. ' ord ne 
7 left for him to devour; let this be the consolation you gi - cf 
not endure. 3Bear with me while 1 sPeaK: 
plenty, distress will and after I have spoken, ™ - 
com ? f 
"Is my Jaint directed to man 
Why should I not be impatient? £ 
; SLook at me and be asto " 
hand over your mouth, 
pee owhen ithink ‘about this, Lam terrified; 
ona trembling seizes MY body- 


Why do the wicked live on, 
onns old and increasing 11 power? 
SThey see their children established around : 


them, is ry ee 

= their offspring before their eyes: 
will consume him Their homes are safe and free from fear; 
hat is left in his tent. the rod of God is not upon them. 

z | expose his guilt; \oTheir bulls never fail to breed; 
rise up against him their cows calve and do not miscarry. 


What Job Teaches about Suffering 
The problem of pain and the book of Job 


Su: those who suffer he delivers in their suffering; he speaks to them in their affliction.” 36:15 

Almost everyone asks this question when terrible sufferin; strikes, Lack of food, 

no work—each of these raises intense questions about why God allows pain. | 
ries, suffering Christians have gained help and comfort from studyin| book 

Sook gives no compact theory of why good people suffer. Nevertheless, the following, 

he problem of sutfering do come out of the book of Job. : 


Principles from Job 
1S fering is caused by Satan. Chapters 1 and 2 make the important distinction that God - 

Job's problems. He allowed them, but Satan actually caused the pain. 

2l/-powertul and good. Nowhere does the book of Job suggest that God lacks power 7 

Some people say that God is weak and powerless to prevent human suffering. . 

called deists, assume he runs the world at a distance, without personal involvement, But 

God's power is never questioned; only his fairness. And in his final summation speech, 

plendid illustrations from nature to prove his power.” : 

uttering doesn’t always come as a result of sin. The Bible supports the general principle that 

man reaps what he sows,” even in this life (see Psalms 1:3; 37:25). But other have no 

o apply that general principle to a particular person. ‘Job's friends tried wi their 

persuasive power. However, when God rendered the final verdict, he said simply, “You have not 

spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has” (42:7). The Old Testament includes other 

examples of people ino suffered sous no fault of their ae such as Abel (Genesis 4) and 

riah (2 Samuel 11). Jesus € out against the notion that suffering implies si John 

9:15 and Luke 13 le Ps SF ie ek ae uid 

4. God will reward and punish fairly in a final judgment after death. Job's friends 

most On Jestames folk, a have a clearly formed belief in an sitorhe. ore ee 

expected that s fairnes: is approval or di le—had shown i 

Other parts of the Bible teach that God will reward and punish {Sirly a bes in 


Ba EN df GS OO RE see 


‘ } 
; 451 JOR 2105 
they send forth their children aa a flock; ool mand a from the enunael of ie” ' 
their little ones dance about j wie i *, 
v 1) hey sing to the music of tambourine are ""¥/04 how erten is she lamp uf thee whelkad f 
harp 
they aks merry to the sound of the flute tow Beira eget hh come upon thee 
HPhey spend their years In prosperity the lai Cod aictosie Rie 
a taal ye ia! ashe Jens j HhHow often are they Wee ofrays the Wii, 
Nat they uy OR eee like chaff swapt away hy « 
ie have no de to know your ways. f 
Wits. the Almighty, that we should werve ie baa Ms = Bos up a man’s punishment 
him? 4 
What would we gain by praying to him?’ Let him repay At pe himneelt, 6 that the 
input their prosperity is not in thelr own hands, see pol poe Peli ech 
— Jet him drink of the wrath ic the Lr gd 
21For what dogs he care about the fannily 
21:7 Some Wicked People Do leaves behind 
Prosper when his allotted months come ta an end? 
In most of his speeches Job accepted the general nvC, 
principle that evil people suffer punishment in this Con anyones Raden ieee 
life. But in this speech he began to question that 2One man dies in hull 
theory. He cited Panes viceag Lied ; completely secure phos - 
t fortable, ives, onte, 
lived comfortable, successful lives, Mis meandering Uhis body! well nourished, ee 


thoughts proved so convincing to him that he 
concluded his friends’ advice was “‘nonsense’’ 


his bones rich with marrow, 
2 Another man dies in bitterness of gomih, 


(verse 34). 
0 never having enjoyed anything good, 
#13 He Sheot 13 Or inan instant 17-20 Verses 17 and 18 may be talon ap exclamations and 10 and 20 #8 deckaretame 
sning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain, 7 > 
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5, God does not condemn doubt and despair, God did not condemn job's 
responses, only his ignorance. Job did not take his pain meekly; he cried out in to God, 
je, 15:1-16), but not God. Ironically, 


His strong remarks scandalized his friends (see, for exams 
despite his bitter speeches, Job earned God’s praise, while his pious friends were 


rebuked, 

6. No one person has all the facts about suffering. Neither job nor his friends had enough facts. 
Job concluded God was unfair, treating him like an enemy. His friends maintained that God 
opposed Job because of his sin. All of them later learned they had been viewing the situation 
from a very limited perspective, blind to the real struggle being waged in heaven, 

7. God is never totally silent. Elihu made that polis convincingly, reminding job of dreams, 
visions, past blessings, even the daily works of God in nature (chapter 33). God also appealed 
nature as giving evidence of his wisdom and power. puety te may seem silent, some evidence 
of him can be found. One contemporary author expressed truth this way, “Remember in the 
darkness what you have learned in the light.” 

8. Well-intentioned advice can sometimes do more harm than good. job's iriends were classic 
examples of people who let their pride and sense of Lene right interfere with their compassion. 
They repeated pious phrases and argued theology with Job. His response: “If only you would be 
altogether silent! For you, that would be wisdom” (13:5). 

9. God asks for faith. God refocused the central issue from the cause of job’s suffering to his 
response. Mysteriously, God never gave an explanation for the problem of He did not 
even inform Job of the reason behind it: the contest recorded in chapters 1 and 2. He 
concentrated instead on Job’s response. The real issue at stake was Job's faith, whether he would 


continue to trust God even when everything went wrong. 
10. Suffering can be used for a higher good. \n Job’s case, God used a time of very great pain 

to win an important, even cosmic, victory over Satan. Looking backward, but looking 

backward, we can see the “advantage” Job gained by continuing to trust bear is often cited as 

an Old Testament picture of Jesus Christ, lived a perfectly innocent life but endured great 

pain and death. The terrible event of Christ’s death was also transformed into a Serr. 
Thousands of years later, Job’s questions have not gone away. People who adlieratih food + if . 

themselves borrowing Job’s own words as they cry out against God's seeming lack of concern. § at 


al 


Job affirms that God % not deaf to our cries and is in control of this world no matter how it 
God did not answer all Job’s questions, but his very arance caused job’s doubts to-melt away. 
Job learned that God cared about him and that God rules the world. It was enough. 

Z oe ae 


about sutfering from 


ete , 
. 


Life Questions: Do these principles from Job match up with what you have heard 
other Christians? ’ 


JOB 21:26 


2sSide by side they lie in the dust, 
and worms cover them both. 
27] know full well what you are thinking, 
the schemes by which you would wrong me. 
2sYou say, ‘Where now is the great man’s house, 
the tents where wicked men lived?” 
Have you never questioned those who travel? 
Have you paid no regard to their accounts— 
Xthat the evil man is spared from the day of 
calamity, 
that he is delivered fromé the day of wrath? 
§Who denounces his conduct to his face? 
Who repays him for what he has done? 
2He is carned to the grave, 
and watch is kept over his tomb. 
33The soil in the valley is sweet to him; 
all men follow after him, 
and a countless throng goes? before him. 


34"So how can you console me with your 
nonsense? 
Nothing is left of your answers but 
falsehood!” 


Eliphaz 
22, Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied: 


2Can a man be of benefit to God? 
Can even a wise man benefit him? 
3What pleasure would it give the Almighty if 
you were righteous? 
What would he gain if your ways were 
blameless? 


4s it for your piety that he rebukes you 
and brings charges against you? 
SIs not your wickedness great? 
Are not your sins endless? 
6You demanded security from your brothers for 
no reason; 
you stripped men of their clothing, leaving 
them naked 
7You gave no water to the weary 
and you withheld food from the hungry, 
Sthough you were a powerful man, owning 
land— 
an honored man, living on it. 
And you sent widows away empty-handed 
and broke the strength of the fatherless. 
10That is why snares are all around you, 
why sudden peril terrifies you, 
llwhy it is so dark you cannot see, 
and why a flood of water covers you. 


12”Is not God in the heights of heaven? 
And see how lofty are the highest stars! 


22:6 The Attacks Get Personal 


Unable to convince Job through philosophizing, 
Eliphaz shifted to more personal attacks against 
Job’s behavior. These arguments were perhaps the 
unkindest of all, and Job specifically refuted each 
one in his closing speech (chapters 29-31). 


£30 Or man is reserved for the day of calamity, | that he is brought forth to 
Syriac; Hebrew /the hand on me 42 Or heavy on me in 
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13Yet you say, ‘What does God know? f 
Does he judge through such darkness? 
MThick clouds veil him, so he does not See 4S 5 
____as he goes about in the vaulted heavens. 
15Will you keep to the old path 
that evil men have ieoa? 


. 16They were carried off before their time, 


their foundations washed away by @ flood. 
17They said to God, ‘Leave us alone! i. 
What can the Almighty do to us E 
18Yet it was he aie Alea nel houses with good 
things, 
so I stand aloof from the counsel of the 
wicked. 


19The righteous see their ruin and rejoice, 
the innocent mock them, sayIN&, 
20’Surely our foes are destroyed, 
and fire devours their wealth.’ 


21’Submit to God and be at peace with him; 
in this way prosperity will come to you, 
22Accept instruction from his mouth 
and lay up his words in your heart. 
231f you return to the Almighty, you will be 
restored: 
If you remove wickedness far from your tent 
Mand assign your nuggets to the dust, 
your gold of Ophir to the rocks in the 
ravines, = 
25then the Almighty will be your gold, 
the choicest silver for you, 
26Surely then you will find delight in the 
Almighty 
and will lift up your face to God. 
27You will pray to him, and he will hear you, 
and you will fulfill your vows. 
28What you decide on will be done, 
and light will shine on your ways. 
29When men are brought low and you say, ‘Lift 
them up!’ 
then he will save the downcast. 
3He will deliver even one who is not innocent, 
who will be delivered through the cleanness 
of your hands,” 
Job 
2 Then Job replied: 
2Even today my complaint is bitter; 
his hand¢ is heavy in spite ofd my groaning. 
3]f only | knew where to find him; 
if only I could go to his dwelling! 
4] would state my case before him 
and fill my mouth with arguments. 
5] would find out what he would answer me, 
and consider what he would say. 
6Would he oppose me with great power? 
No, he would not press charges against me. 
7There an upright man could present his case 
before him, ° 
and I would be delivered forever from my 
judge. 


8’But if I go to the east, he is not there; 
if | go to the west, I do not find him. 


533 Or / asa countless throng went «2 Septuagint and 


453 


sWhen he is at work in the north, I donot see 


him; 


when he turns to the south, Icatch no 
glimpse of him 
WBut he knows the way that 1 take; 
when he has tested me, I will come forth as 


gold 
Ke 
1iMy feet have closely followed his steps; 
Thave kept to his way without turning aside. 
12] have not departed from the commands of his 
lips; 
| have treasured the words of his mouth 
more than my daily bread. 


13”But he stands alone, and who can oppose 
him? 
He does whatever he pleases. 
14He carries out his decree against me, 
and many such plans he still has in store. 
1SThat is why | am terrified before him; 
when I think of all this, I fear him. 
16God has made my heart faint; 
the Almighty has terrified me 
17Yet | am not silenced by the darkness, 
by the thick darkness that covers my face. 


2 “Why does the Almighty not set times for 
x judgment? 
Why must those who know him look in vain 
for such days? 
2Men move boundary stones; 
they pasture flocks they have stolen. 
3They drive away the orphan’s donkey 
and take the widow’s ox in pledge. 
4They thrust the needy from the path 
and force all the poor of the land into hiding. 
5Like wild donkeys in the desert, 
the poor go about their labor of foraging 
food; 
the wasteland provides food for their 
children. 
6They gather fodder in the fields 
and glean in the vineyards of the wicked. 
7Lacking clothes, they spend the night naked; 
they have nothing to cover themselves in the 
cold 
8They are drenched by mountain rains 
and hug the rocks for lack of shelter. 
9The fatherless child is snatched from the 
breast; 
the infant of the poor is seized for a debt. 
10Lacking clothes, they go about naked; 
they carry the sheaves, but still go hungry. 
They crush olives among the terraces4; 
they tread the winepresses, yet suffer thirst. 
12The groans of the dying rise from the city, 
and the souls of the wounded cry out for 
help. 
But God charges no one with wrongdoing. 


13’There are those who rebel against the light, 
who do not know its ways 
or stay in its paths. 

\4When daylight is gone, the murderer rises up 
and kills the poor and needy; 


*11 Or olives between the millstones; the meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain, 
419 Hebrew Sheol 


shadow of death *17 Or of the shadow of death 


JOB 25:5 


in the night he steals forth like a thief, 
isThe eye of the adulterer watches for dusk; 
he thinks, ‘No eye will see me,’ 
and he keeps his face concealed, ‘ 
Join the dark, men break into houses, 
but by day they shut themselves in; 
they want nothing to do with the light. 
\7For all of them, deep darkness is their 
morning!; 
they make friends with the terrors of 
darkness.© 


18Yet they are foam on the surface of the water; 
their portion of the land is cursed, 
so that no one goes to the vineyards, 
19A5 heat and drought snatch away the melted 
snow, F 
so the graved snatches away those who have 
sinned, 
20The womb forgets them, 
the worm feasts on them; 
evil men are no longer remembered 
but are broken like a tree. 
21They prey on the barren and.childless woman, 
and to the widow show no kindness. 
2But God drags away the mighty by his power; 
though they become established, they have 
no assurance of life. 
23He may let them rest in a feeling of security, 
but his eyes are on their ways. 
24For a little while they are exalted, and then 
they are gone; 
they are brought low and gathered up like all 
others; 
they are cut off like heads of grain. 


25If this is not so, who can prove me false 
and reduce my words to nothing?” 


Bildad 
2 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied: 


2Dominion and awe belong to God; 
he establishes order in the heights of 
heaven. 
3Can his forces be numbered? 
Upon whom does his light not rise? 
4How then can a man be righteous before God? 
How can one born of woman be pure? 
5If even the moon is not bright 
and the stars are not pure in his eyes, 


25:6 Where Is God? 

In the speech recorded in chapters 23-24, Job 
movingly described the feeling of God’s absence at 
his time of greatest need. God. must also seem 
absent to the poor, the fatherless, and all those 
suffering without relief, he said. Bildad replied 
with the shortest speech in the book (chapter 25). 
He questioned whether any person (“who is but a 
maggot ...a worm”) had the right to challenge 
God so boldly. 


°17 Or them, their morning is like the 


454 
JOB 25:6 
éhow much less man, who is but a maggot— 
a son of man, who is only a worm! 


Job 
2 2How you have helped the powerless! 
How you have saved the arm that is feeble! 
3What advice you have offered to one without 
wisdom! 
And what great insight you have displayed! 
4Who has helped you utter these words? 
And whose spirit spoke from your mouth? 


Then Job replied: 


5“The dead are in deep anguish, 
those beneath the waters and all that live in 
them 
6Death« is naked before God; 
Destruction? lies uncovered. 
7He spreads out the northern skies, over empty 
space; 
he suspends the earth over nothing. 
8He wraps up the waters in his clouds, 
yet the clouds do not burst under their 
weight 
%He covers the face of the full moon, 
spreading his clouds over it 
10He marks out the horizon on the face of the 
waters 
for a boundary between light and darkness. 
\IThe pillars of the heavens quake, 
aghast at his rebuke. 
!2By his power he churned up the sea; 
by his wisdom he cut Rahab to pieces. 


I3By his breath the skies became fair; 
his hand pierced the gliding serpent. 
MAnd these are but the outer fringe of his 
works; 
how faint the whisper we hear of him! 
Who then can understand the thunder of his 
power?” 
pel And Job continued his discourse: 
2”As surely as God lives, who has denied 
me justice, 
the Almighty, who has made me taste 
bitterness of soul, 
Jas long as | have life within me, 
the breath of God in my nostri 
Amy lips will not speak wickedne: 
and my tongue will utter no deceit, 
ST will never admit you are in the right; 
till | die, | will not deny my integrity 
4! will maintain my righteousness and never let 
0 of it; 


26:14 A Faint Whisper of God 

The book of Job contains some of the best nature 
poetry ever written; it frequently cites nature as 
one of the proofs of God's existence. Job himself 
never denied God's power. All the wonders of 
nature, he said, are “but the outer fringe of his 
works,”’ a faint whisper of God. His complaint was 
not about power, but about justice. How could a 
God so powerful treat him so unfairly? 


-—— 


“6 Hebrew Sheol 6 Hebrew Abaddon 


my conscience will not reproach me a Jong: 
"as live. : 


7May my enemies be like the wie se ie 
my adversaries like the unius™ 7 
8For what hope has the godless when he is cut ‘ 


when God takes away his life? 
Does God listen to his cry 

when distress comes Upon him? ; 
10Will he find delight 10 the Almigniys 

Will he call upon God at all times’ 


f God; 
117 will teach you about the power o! 

the ways of the Almighty I will not conceal. 
12You have all seen this yourselves. 

Why then this meaningless talk? 
fate God allots to the wicked, 


13Here is the rs ives the 


the heritage a rut! 
Almighty: 
14However many his 
sword; 
his offspring will never have enough to eat. 
15The plague will bury those who survive him, 
and their widows will not weep for them. 
16Though he heaps up silver like dust 
and clothes like piles of clay, _ . 
17what he lays up the righteous will wear, 
and the innocent will divide his silver. 
18The house he builds is like a moth’s cocoon, 
like a hut made by a watchman. 
19He lies down wealthy, but will do so no more; 
when he opens his eyes, all is gone. 
20Terrors overtake him like a flood; 
a tempest snatches him away in the night. 
21The east wind carries him off, and he is gone; 
it sweeps him out of his place. 
22It hurls itself against him without mercy 
as he flees headlong from its power. 
231t claps its hands in derision 
and hisses him out of his place. 
2 “There is a mine for silver 
and a place where gold is refined. 
2Iron is taken from the earth, 
and copper is smelted from ore. 
3Man puts an end to the darkness; 
he searches the farthest recesses 
for ore in the blackest darkness. 
4Far from where people dwell he cuts a shaft, 
in places forgotten by the foot of man; 
far from men he dangles and sways. 


children, their fate is the 


28:1 A Poem on Wisdom 

In the midst of one of his most beautiful speeches, 

Job included a self-contained poem on wisdom, It 

uses the analogy of mining precious metals to make 

the point that wisdoin cannot be found by any 

amount of searching (28;1-19). God alone knows 
pea Job 


where it dwells. In the rest of the 
eis a ede were 

understanding, tl 

what lite waa ike before bs me of lake 
ee 


‘es 


‘The earth, from which food comes, 
is transformed below as by fire; 
‘ome from its rocks, 
vad its dust contains nuggets of gold. 
No bird ot prey knows that hidden path, 
no falcon’s eye has seen it 
SProud beasts do not set foot on it, 
and no lion prowls there. 
°Man’s hand assaults the flinty rock 
‘and lays bare the roots of the mountains. 
10He tunnels through the rock; 
his eyes See all its treasures. 
}1He searches? the sources of the rivers 
‘and brings hidden things to light. 


12”But where can wisdom be found? 
Where does understanding dwell? 
13Man does not comprehend its worth; 
it cannot be found in the land of the living. 
14The deep says, ‘It is not in me 
the sea says, ‘It is not with me.’ 
15]t cannot be bought with the finest gold, 
nor can its price be weighed in silver. 
16[t cannot be bought with the gold of Ophir, 
with precious onyx or sapphires. 
\7Neither gold nor crystal can compare with it, 
nor can it be had for jewels of gold. 
18Coral and jasper are not worthy of mention; 
the price of wisdom is beyond rubies. 
\9The topaz of Cush cannot compare with it; 
it cannot be bought with pure gold. 


20’Where then does wisdom come from? 
Where does understanding dwell? 


esapphirest ¢ 


21It is hidden from the eyes of every living thing, 


concealed even from the birds of the air. 
22Destruction¢ and Death say, 

‘Only a rumor of it has reached our ears.’ 
23God understands the way to it 

ana he“alone knows where it dwells, 
24for he views the ends of the earth 

and sees everything under the heavens. 
25When he established the force of the wind 

and measured out the waters, 
26when he made a decree for the rain 

and a path for the thunderstorm, 
27then he looked at wisdom and appraised it; 

he confirmed it and tested it. 
28And he said to man, 

‘The fear of the Lord—that is wisdom, 

and to shun evil is understanding.’ ”” 


2 Job continued his discourse: 


2How I long for the months gone by, 
for the days when God watched over me, 
3when his lamp shone upon my head 
and by his light | walked through darkness! 
4Oh, for the days when I was in my prime, 
when God's intimate friendship blessed my 
house, 
5when the Almighty was still with me 
and my children were around me, 
6when my path was drenched with cream 
and the rock poured out for me streams of 
olive oil 


“6 Or lapis lazuli; also in verse 16 
424 The meaning of the Hebrew for this clause is uncertain 


*11 Septuagint, Aquila and Vulgate; Hebrew He dams up 
*3 Or gnawed 


Wher’ I went to the gate of the city Ss 
and took my seat in the public square, 
Sthe young men saw me and stepped aside ~ 
and the old persia nmiiar ag * 
the chief men m, #t 
and covered their mouths with their hands; 
the voices of the nobles were hushed, 
and their tongues stuck to the roof of their 
mouths. 
Whoever heard me spoke well of me, 
and those who saw me commended me, - 
12because I rescued the poor who cried for help, 
and the fatherless who had none to assist 
him. 
13The man who was dying blessed me; 
I made the widow’s heart sing. 
14] put on righteousness as my clothing; 


justice was my robe and my turban. FY 


15] was eyes to the blind 

and feet to the lame. 
16] was a father to the needy; ‘ 

I took up the case of the stranger. . 
171 broke the fangs of the wicked 

and snatched the victims from their teeth. 


18” thought, ‘I will die in my own house, 
my days as numerous as the grains of sand. 
19My roots will reach to the water, 
and the dew will lie all night on my 
branches. 
20My glory will remain fresh in me, 
the bow ever new in my hand.’ 


21’Men listened to me expectantly, 
waiting in silence for my counsel. 
2After | had spoken, they spoke no more; 
my words fell gently on their ears. 
2They waited for me as for showers 
and drank in my words as the spring rain. 
24When I smiled at them, they scarcely believed 
it; 


the light of my face was precious to them,¢ 


25] chose the way for them and sat as their chief; 


I dwelt as a king among his troops; 
I was like one who comforts mourners. 


30 “But now they mock me, 
men younger than I, 
whose fathers I would have disdained - 
to put with my sheep dogs. ‘ 
2Of what use was the strength of their hands 
me, 
since their vigor had gone from them? 
3Haggard from want and hunger, 
they roamede the parched land 
in desolate wastelands at night. 
4In the brush they gathered salt herbs, 


and their foodf was the root of the broom 


tree. ' 
5They were banished from their fellow men, 


‘They were forced to live in the dry stream 
beds, 


shouted at as if they were thieves. r¢ 


among the rocks and in holes in the ground, 


7They brayed among the bushes 


‘22 Hebrew Abaddon 
14 Or fuel 


ate 
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and huddled in the undergrowth. 
8A base and nameless brood, 
they were driven out of the land. 
9And now their sons mock me in song; 
Ihave become a byword among: them. 
10They detest me and keep their distance; 
they do not hesitate to spit in my face. 
11Now that God has unstrung my bow and 
afflicted me, 
they throw off restraint in my presence. 
12On my right the tribe attacks; 
they lay snares for my feet, : 
they build their siege ramps against me. 
13They break up my road; 
they succeed in destroying me— 
without anyone's helping them. 
MThey advance as through a gaping breach; 
amid the ruins they come rolling in. 
15Terrors overwhelm me; 
my dignity is driven away as by the wind, 
my safety vanishes like a cloud. 


16’’And now my life ebbs away; 
days of suffering grip me. 
17Night pierces my bones; 
my gnawing pains never rest. 
18[n his great power God, becomes like clothing 
to me; 
he binds me like the neck of my garment. 
19He throws me into the mud, 
and I am reduced to dust and ashes. 


20I cry out to you, O God, but you do not 
answer; 
I stand up, but you merely look at me. 
21You turn on me ruthlessly; 
with the might of your hand you attack me. 
22You snatch me up and drive me before the 
wind; 
you toss me about in the storm. 
231 know you will bring me down to death, 
to the place appointed for all the living. 


24Surely no one lays a hand on a broken man 
when he cries for help in his distress. 
25Have | not wept for those in trouble? 
Has not my soul grieved for the poor? 
26Yet when I hoped for good, evil came; 
when I looked for light, then came darkness. 
27The churning inside me never stops; 
days of suffering confront me. 
28] go about blackened, but not by the sun; 
I stand up in the assembly and cry for help. 
29] have become a brother of jackals, 
a companion of owls. 
30My skin grows black and peels; 
my body burns with fever. 
31My harp is tuned to mourning, 
and my flute to the sound of wailing. 


31 “| made a covenant with my eyes 
not to look lustfully at a girl. 
2Kor what is man’s lot from God above, 
his heritage from the Almighty on high? 
3Js it not ruin for the wicked, 


“12 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain, 
Septuagint God, grasps my rlothing 412 Hebrew Abaddon 


disaster for those who do wrong? 
4Does he not see my ways 

and count my, every step? 
5/If | have walked in falsehood ‘ 

or my foot has hurried after deceit— 
élet God weigh me in honest scales 

and he will know that | am blameless— 
7if my steps have turned from the path, 

if my heart has been led by ™Y eyes, 

or if my hands have been defiled, 
8then may others eat what | have sown, 

and may my crops be uprooted. 


olf my heart has been enticed by a woman, 
or it Thave lurked at my neighbor's door, 

10then may my wife grind another man’s grain, 
and may other men sleep with her. 

11For that would have been shameful, 
asin to be judged. a 

12t is a fire that burns to Destruction4; 
it would have uprooted my harvest. 


19If | have denied justice to my menservants 
and maidservants 
when they had a grievance against me, 
1M4what will | do when God confronts me? 
What will | answer when called to account? 
15Did not he who made me in the womb make 
them? . 
Did not the same one form us both within 
our mothers? 


16’If | have denied the desires of the poor 
or let the eyes of the widow grow weary, 
17if | have kept my bread to myself, 
not sharing it with the fatherless— 
i8but from my youth I reared him as would a 
father, 
and from my birth | guided the widow— 
19if | have seen anyone perishing for lack of 
clothing, 
or a needy man without a garment, 
20and his heart did not bless me 
for warming him with the fleece from my 
sheep, 
21if | have raised my hand against the fatherless, 
knowing that | had influence in court, 
22then let my arm fall from the shoulder, 
let it be broken off at the joint. 
23For I dreaded destruction from God, 


31:1 Binding Oaths 

This chapter, Job’s final line of defense, is written 

in a form that had legal significance to his hearers, 

Job was solemnly swearing his innocence in 
response to a whole series of accusations. He 

called down curses on himself if he could be 

proved wrong. The oaths were somewhat like our 
modern custom of swearing on the Bible “to tell 
poet a wie truth and nothing but the 
ruth.”” Job’s oaths impressed his three fri 

effectively ended the debate. Then a pas = 
character, Elihu, joined in. 

He ey 


13 Or mie, | “No one can help him,” they say, “18 Hebrew; 


5 emai 


| 


and for fear of his splendor | could not do 
such things. 
24"'Tf | have put my trust in gold . 
or said to pure gold, “You are my security,’ 
25if | have rejoiced over my great wealth, 
the fortune my hands had gained, 
26if | have regarded the sun in its radiance 
or the moon moving in splendor, 
27so that my heart was secretly enticed 


and my hand offered them a kiss of homage, 


28then these also would be sins to be judged, 
for | would have been unfaithful to God on 
high 
29”'If [ have rejoiced at my enemy’s misfortune 
or gloated over the trouble that came to 
him— 
30] ‘have not allowed my mouth to sin 
by invoking a curse against his life— 
31if the men of my household have never said, 
‘Who has not had his fill of Job’s meat?’— 
32but no stranger had to spend the night in the 
street, 
for my door was always open to the 
traveler— 
33if | have concealed my sin as men do,# 
by hiding my guilt in my heart 


457 JOB 32:3, 
Mbecause | so feared the crowd 
and so dreaded the contempt of the clans 
that I kept silent and would not go outside 


35(‘Oh, that I had someone to hear me! 
I sign now my defense—let the Almighty 
answer me; 
let my accuser put his indictment in writing. 
36Surely I would wear it on my shoulder, 
I would put it on like a crown. 
371 would give him an account of my every step; 
like a prince I would approach him.)— 


38“'if my land cries out against me 
and all its furrows are wet with tears, 

39if | have devoured its yield without payment 
or broken the spirit of its tenants, 

40then let briers come up instead of wheat 
and weeds instead of barley.” 


The words of Job are ended. 


Elihu 

32 So these three men stopped answering Job, 
because he was righteous in his own eyes. 

2But Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite, of the family 

of Ram, became very angry with Job for justifying 

himself rather than God. 3He was also angry with 


#33 Or as Adam did 


A Silent Friend Decides to Speak Up 


Elibu, out of nowhere, proposes new ideas about suffering 


“Not one uf you has proved Job wrong; none of you has answered his arguments.” 32:12 


p to this point in Job, the action has revolved around Job and his three friends. The debate 
e heated, finally breaks off. They have reached a standoff. Job 


among them, growing ever mor 
will not admit to any sin deserving 01 


f terrible punishment, and his three friends will not back 


down from their ideas about Sut Tn 
ihu, a young man, has been listening in silence all this time. 


Suddenly, a new voice is heard. El 
He can restrain himself no longer. He flares 
the three friends for not coming up with an 
turning their own words against them. 


Is Elihu Right? 
Elihu is shocked at Job’s vigorous s 


to the pain, even if you don’t understand it. Don’t blame God; 
much of his wisdom and perfection, especially in nature, for any 

Flihu offers a new explanation for Job’s pain. Perhaps, he sug; 
not as punishment but as a purifying influence. God can use su 


Are his theories right? Mystery surrounds the man. His 


received in the right spirit. 
rom? Who is he? 


up, first at Job for being so self-righteous and then at 
answer to Job's q 


elf-defense. Surely God cannot be unjust, he insists. Submit 


praise him. God has shown too 
one to doubt him. 

ests, God gave suffering to Job 
fering to improve a person, if it is 


Where did Elihu come f 
speeches stand alone, and no one responds to them. As a result, the book of Job gives no clue on 


whether Elihu expressed a worthy point of view. 
bridge between the flawed theories of Job's three friends 


Some readers believe Elihu forms a 


and God’s own speech. Perha 


repeating the same fine-sounding, but not-quite- 
When God does make an entrance, he dismisses Job’ 


s his speeches prepare the way for God's. Others see him as 


true, advice of Job's three friends. 
's friends and has some mild criticism for 


Job. But he ignores Elihu entirely. Elihu remains a mysterious figure. 


Life Questions: Do Elihu’s arguments sound familiar? What do you think of friends who have similar 


thoughts about others who suffer? 
EEE a 


uestions. He refutes all four of them, 
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the three friends, because they had found no way 
to refute Job, and yet had condemned him. 4Now 
Elihu had waited before speaking to Job because 
they were older than he. 5But when he saw that 
the three men had nothing more to say, his anger 


was aroused. . 
6So Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite said: 


“1 am young in years, 
and you are old; 
that is why I was fearful, 
not daring to tell you what I know. 
71 thought, ‘Age should speak; 
advanced years should teach wisdom.” 
But it is the spirit? in a man, 
the breath of the Almighty, that gives him 
understanding. 
3It is not only the olde who are wise, 
not only the aged who understand what is 
right. 
10’Therefore I say: Listen to me; 
I too will tell you what I know. 
1] waited while you spoke, 
I listened to your reasoning; 
while you were searching for words, 
12 I gave you my full attention. 
But not one of you has proved Job wrong; 
none of you has answered his arguments. 
13Do not say, ‘We have found wisdom; 
let God refute him, not man.’ 
14But Job has not marshaled his words against 
me, 
and I will not answer him with your 
arguments. 


15They are dismayed and have no more to say; 
words have failed them. 
16Must I wait, now that they are silent, 
now that they stand there with no reply? 
17] too will have my say; 
I too will tell what I know. 
18For I am full of words, 
and the spirit within me compels me; 
19inside I am like bottled-up wine, 
like new wineskins ready to burst. 
20] must speak and find relief; 
| must open my lips and reply. 
21] will show partiality to no one, 
nor will I flatter any man; 
22for if | were skilled in flattery, 
my Maker would soon take me away. 


“But now, Job, listen to my words; 
33 pay attention to everything I say. 
2] am about to open my mouth; 
my words are on the tip of my tongue, 
iMy words come from an upright heart; 
my lips sincerely speak what I know. 
4The Spirit of God has made me; 
the breath of the Almighty gives me life. 
5Answer me then, if you can; 
prepare yourself and confront me. 
61 am just like you before God; 


“3 Mavoretic Text, an ancient Hebrew scribal tradition ob, and 80 had condemned God 


on great “13 Or that he does not answer for any of his actions 
#22 Or He draws near to the grave "22 Or to the dead 
“30 Or turn hum back from the grave 


14 Or gi 


rey 


I too have been Hey: 
7No fear of me  Aspny 
nor should my hand be heavy UPOR YOu. 
8“But you have in my hearing— 7 
Thea ou 
*Tam pure and without si = 
Tam clean and free from guilt: ’ 
1Yet God has found fault with me: . 
he considers me his enemy: 
NHe fastens my feet in shackles; D 
he keeps close watch on all my paths. 
2"But I tell you, in this you are not right, 
for God is greater than man. 


13Why do you complain to him 
that he answers none of man’s words#? 


MFor God does speak—now one way, NOW 
another— nn 
though man may not perceive it. 
15[n a dream, in a vision of the night, 
when deep sleep falls on men 
as they slumber in their beds, 
ishe may speak in their ears 
and terrify them with warnings, 
17to turn man from wrongdoing 
and keep him from pride, 
18to preserve his soul from the pit,* 
his life from perishing by the swords 
19Or a man may be chastened on a bed of pain 
with constant distress in his bones, 
20so that his very being finds food repulsive 
and his soul loathes the choicest meal. 
21His flesh wastes away to nothing, 
and his bones, once hidden, now stick out. 
2His soul draws near to the pit, 
and his life to the messengers of death. 
23’’Yet if there is an angel on his side 
as a mediator, one out of a thousand, 
to tell a man what is right for him, 
24to be gracious to him and say, 
‘Spare him from going down to the piti; 
I have found a ransom for him’— 
25then his flesh is renewed like a child's; 
it is restored as in the days of his youth. 
2¢He prays to God and finds favor with him, 
he sees God's face and shouts for joy; 
he is restored by God to his righteous state. 
27Then he comes to men and says, 
‘I sinned, and perverted what was right, 
but I did not get what I deserved. 
28He redeemed my soul from going down to the 
pit, . 
and I will live to enjoy the light.’ 
2°""God does all these things to a man— 
twice, even three times— j 
*to turn back his soul from the pit, 
that the light of life may shine on him . 


‘l’’Pay attention, Job, and listen to me; 
be silent, and I will speak. 

“If you have anything to say, answer me; 
speak up, for want you to be cleared. 


'8 Or Spirit; also in verse 18 


«9 Ormany; 


“18 Or preserve him from the grave 118 Or from crossing the River 


rave 128 Or redeemed me from going down to the grave 


fre adie = 
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“But if pot, then listen to me i 
be silent, and [will teach you wisdom 


Then Elihu said 
"Hear my words, you wise men; 
listen to me. you men of learning. 
Wor the ear tests words 
as the tongue tastes food. 
Let us discern tor ourselves what is right) 
us learn together what is good. 


S Job says, ‘J am innocent, 
but God denies me justice 
sAlthough | am night 
lam considered a liar; 
although I am guiltless, 
his arrow inflicts an incurable wound." 
"What man is like Job, 
who drinks scorn like water? 

SHe keeps company with evildoers; 
he associates with wicked men. 
%For he says, ‘It profits a man nothing 

when he tries to please God.” 


1"'So listen to me, you men ef understanding. 
Far be ‘om God to do evil, 
from the Almighty to do wrong. 
He repays a man for what he has done; 
he brings upon him what his conduct 
deserves. 
thinkable that God would do wrong, 
the Almighty would pervert justice. 
ppointed him over the earth? 
) put him in charge of the whole world? 
were his intention 
and he withdrew his spirit? and breath, 
‘Sall mankind would perish together 
and man would return to the dust. 


*If you have understanding, hear this; 
listen to what I say. 
7Can he who hates justice govern? 
Will you condemn the just and mighty One? 
*8ls he not the One who says to kings, ‘You are 
worthless,’ 
and to nobles, ‘You are wicked,’ 
iwho shows no partiality to princes 
and does not favor the rich over the poor, 
for they are all the work of his hands? 
2°They die in an instant, in the middle of the 
night; 
the people are shaken and they pass away; 


— 
33:30 Pain as a Warning 

Elihu did not defend Job as innocent. But his 
arguments shifted the emphasis of suffering from 
Punishment to warning. Perhaps, he suggested, 
God allows a man to suffer in order “to turn back 
his soul from the pit.” Primarily, however, Elihu 
defended God's actions. “It is unthinkable that 
God would do wrong, that the Almighty would 
pervert justice” (34:12), 


———— 


“14 Or Sprit *2 Or hiy righteousness is more than God's 


a J ay 
Or you U nn 


JOB 4 
the poighty ane nammovas SAesss aes 


2g pyaar rephbarase ed J 
he sees their every ys 2 
There is no dark place, no deep shadow, 
where evildoers can hide. 
24God has no need to examine men further, 
that they should come before him for 
judgment. é 
*Without inquiry he shatters the mighty 
and sets up others in their place. 
25Because he takes note of their deeds, 
he overthrows them in the night and they 
are crushed. 5 
2%He punishes them for their wickedness 
where everyone can see them, 
27because they turned from following him 
and had no regard for any of his ways. 
28They caused the cry of the poor to come before 
him, 


so that he heard the cry of the 
29But if he remains silent, who can 
him? 
If he hides his face, who can see him? 
Yet he is over man and nation alike, 
3% to keep a godless man from ruling, 
from laying snares for the people. 


31’“Suppose a man says to God, a 
‘Lam guilty but will offend no more. 
22Teath me what I cannot see; 
if I have done wrong, I will not do so again.” 
33Should God then reward you on your terms, 
when you refuse to repent? 
You must decide, not J; 
so tell me what you know. 


%4”Men of understanding declare, 
wise men who hear me say to me, 

35‘Job speaks without 
his words lack insight.’ 

Oh, that Job might be tested to the utmost 
for answering like a wicked man! 

37To his sin he adds rebellion; 
scornfully he claps his hands among us 
and multiplies his words against God.” 


3 Then Elihu said: 
2"Do you think this is just? 
You say, ‘I will be cleared by God.” - 
3Yet you ask him, “What profit is it to me,<" 
and what do I gain by not sinning?” 


41 would like to reply to you 
and to your friends with you. « 
SLook up at the heavens and see; 7 
gaze at the clouds so high above you. , 
‘If you sin, how does that affect him? 
if your sins are many, what does that do to 


7If you are righteous, what do to 
or what doew ht fecélee trots eee magi 
SYour wickedness affects only a man like -~* 
yourself, 


JOB 35:9 
and your righteousness only the sons of 
men 


"Men cry out under a load of oppression; 
they plead for relief from the arm of the 
powerful. 
10But no one says, ‘Where is God my Maker, 
who gives songs in the night, 
lwho teaches more to us than to* the beasts of 
the earth 
and makes us wiser thant the birds of the 
air?’ 
12He does not answer when men cry out 
because of the arrogance of the wicked. 
13Indeed, God does not listen to their empty 
plea; 
the Almighty pays no attention to it. 
14How much less, then, will he listen 
when you say that you do not see him, 
that your case is before him 
and you must wait for him, 
15and further, that his anger never punishes 
and he does not take the least notice of 
wickedness.¢ 
16So Job opens his mouth with empty talk; 
without knowledge he multiplies words.” 


3 Elihu continued: 


2’Bear with me a little longer and I will 
show you 
that there is more to be said in God's behalf. 
3] get my knowledge from afar; 
I will ascribe justice to my Maker. 
4Be assured that my words are not false; 
one perfect in knowledge is with you. 


5“God is mighty, but does not despise men; 
he is mighty, and firm in his purpose. 
6He does not keep the wicked alive 
but gives the afflicted their rights. 
7He does not take his eyes off the righteous; 
he enthrones them with kings 
and exalts them forever. 
8But if men are bound in chains, 
held fast by cords of affliction, 
9he tells them what they have done— 
that they have sinned arrogantly. 
10He makes them listen to correction 
and commands them to repent of their evil. 


35:14 Is God Really Listening? 


Readers differ on how true Elihu’s words were. But 
in this chapter he seems to say Job had no right to 
argue before God or to ask for a personal 
appearance. Why should God be concerned about 
one man’s wickedness or righteousness? he asks 
(verse 8). The opening chapters of the book, 
however, revealed how much hung on Job's 
responses. And ultimately God did step in and 
reveal himself. In fact, he made an entrance just as 
Elihu was explaining why God would not appear. 


eee 


“11 Or teaches us by »11 Or us wise by 
uncertain 412 Or will cross the River 
‘mist as rain £31 Or nourishes 


Ulf they obey and serve him, 4 
they will spend the rest of their days 1" 
prosperity 
and their years in contentment. 
12But if they do not listen, 
they will perish by the sword4 
and die without knowledge. 
13The godless in heart harbor resentment; 
even when he fetters them, they do not ery 
for help. 
14They die in their youth, 
among male prostitutes of the shrines. 
15But those who suffer he delivers in their 
suffering; 
he speaks to them in their affliction. 


16He is wooing you from the jaws of distress 
to a spacious place free from restriction, 
to the comfort of your table laden with 
choice food. 
17But now you are laden with the judgment due 
the wicked; 
judgment and justice have taken hold of 
you. 
18Be careful that no one entices you by riches; 
do not let a large bribe turn you aside. 
19Would your wealth 
or even all your mighty efforts 
sustain you so you would not be in distress? 
20Do not long for the night, 
to drag people away from their homes.* 
21Beware of turning to evil, 
which you seem to prefer to affliction, 


22”God is exalted in his power. 
Who is a teacher like him? 
23Who has prescribed his ways for him, 
or said to him, ‘You have done wrong’? 
24Remember to extol his work, 
which men have praised in song. 
25A1] mankind has seen it; 
men gaze on it from afar. 
26How great is God—beyond our understanding! 
The number of his years is past finding out. 


27”He draws up the drops of water, 
which distill as rain to the streams/; 
%8the clouds pour down their moisture 
and abundant showers fall on mankind. 
29Who can understand how he spreads out the 
clouds, 
how he thunders from his pavilion? 
30See how he scatters his lightning about him, 
bathing the depths of the sea. 
31This is the way he governss the nations 
and provides food in abundance, 
32He fills his hands with lightning 
and commands it to strike its mark. 
33His thunder announces the coming storm; 
even the cattle make known its approach. 


37 “At this my heart pounds 
and leaps from its place. 
2Listen! Listen to the roar of his voice, 


«15 Symmachus, Theodotion and Vulgate; the meaning of the Hebrew word 
“20 The meaning of the Hebrew for verses 18-20 is Serie sf pat 
433 Or announces his coming— / the One zealous against evil 


127 Or distill from the 
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to the rumbling that comes from his mouth, 
‘He unleashes his lightning beneath the whole 


heaven 
and sends it to the ends of the earth 


4After that comes the sound of his roar; 
he thunders with his majestic voice, 
When his voice resounds 
he h yothing back 
SGod » hunders in marvelous ways; 
he does great things beyond our 
understanding 
SHe says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth,” 
and to the rain shower, ‘Be a mighty 
downpour 
“So that all men he has made may know his 


work 

he stops every man from his labor.# 
8The animals take cover 

they remain in their dens 
8The tempest comes out from its chamber, 

the cold from the driving winds. 
The breath of God produces ice, 

and the broad waters become frozen. 
MHe loads the clouds with moisture; 

he scatters his lightning through them 
At his direction they swirl around 

over the face of the whole earth 

to do whatever he commands them. 
13He brings the clouds to punish men, 

or to water his earth? and show his love. 


#“Listen to this, Job; 
stop and consider God’s wonders. 
15Do you know how God controls the clouds 
and makes his lightning flash? 
16Do you know how the clouds hang poised, 
those wonders of him who is perfect in 
knowledge? 
17You who swelter in your clothes 
when the land lies hushed under the south 
wind, 
18can you join him in spreading out the skies, 
had asa mirror of cast bronze? 


19’Tell us what we should say to him; 
we cannot draw up our case because of our 
darkness. 
20Should he be told that I want to speak? 
Would any man ask to be swallowed up? 
21Now no one can look at the sun, 
bright as it is in the skies 
after the wind has swept them clean. 
2Out of the north he comes in golden splendor; 
God comes in awesome majesty. 


37:7 The Message of a Blizzard 
Anyone who has lived in a northern city can 
identify with Elihu’s comment about a snowstorm. 
A blizzard “stops every man from his labor,” as 
schools, businesses, and buses shut down. It’s a 
reminder, says Elihu, of God’s undeniable power. 


—— 


#7 Or/ he fills all men with fear by his power "13 Or to favor them 


47 Hebrew the sons of God *17 Or gates of deep shadows 


JOB 36:16 
DThe Almighty in beyond our reach and exalted 


in power) 
in his justice and great righteousness, he 
does not opprems, hui 
Therefore, men revere him, 
for does he not have regard for all the wine 


in heart?” 


The Lon Speaks 
Then the Loxp answered Job out of the 
3 storm. He said: 
2”Who is this that darkens my counsel 
with words without knowledge? 
‘Brace yourseif like a man; 
I will question you, 
and you shall answer me. 
4Where were you when I laid the earth’s 
foundation? 
Tell me, if you understand. 
5Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you _ 
know! 
Who stretched a measuring line across it? 
6On what were its footings set, 
or who laid its cornerstone— 
7while the morning stars sang together 
and all the angels¢ shouted for joy? 
8Who shut up the sea behind doors 
when it burst forth from the womb, 
9when I made the clouds its garment 
and wrapped it in thick darkness, 
10when I fixed limits for it 
and set its doors and bars in place, 
when I said, ‘This far you may come and no 
farther; 
here is where your proud waves halt’? 


12Have you ever given orders to the morning, 
or shown the dawn its place, 
\3that it might take the earth by the edges 
and shake the wicked out of it? 
The earth takes shape like clay under a seal; 
its features stand out like those of a garment. 
15The wicked are denied their light, 
and their upraised arm is broken. 


16Have you journeyed to the springs of the sea 
or walked in the recesses of the deep? 
17Have the gates of death been shown to you? 
Have you seen the gates of the shadow of 
deathe? 
18Have you comprehended the vast expanses of 
the earth? 
Tell me, if you know all this. 


————_ 
38:21 God Pulls Out the Stops 

God is not above using sarcasm, as this barb 
directed at Job clearly shows. His entire speech 
strewed the vast differetiee Bove ectl al aaa am 
creation and one puny man like Job. “4 

an arm like God’s?”’ he asked (a), ae 
SS 


24 Or for he does not have regard for any who think they are wise. 


| 
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JOB 38:19 fr 
19"What is the way to the abode a ie What is the way to the place where the 
And where does darkness reside tning is dispersed, : 
2Can you take them to their places? gular. or the place where she east are wm % 
Do you know the paths to their dwellings Scattered over the & ¢ - 
21Surely you know, for you were already Who cuts a channel for the eds of rain, 
born! and @ path for the thunders! pe 7 
You have lived so many years! 26to water a land where no man a J 
a desert with no one in ity 
2"Have you entered the storehouses of the 27to satisfy a desolate wasteland E 
gan. ; and make it sprout with graces : 
or seen the storehouses of the hail, %*Does the rain have a father? 
Awwhich | reserve for times of trouble, Who fathers the drops of dea 
29From whose womb comes the ice’ 


for days of war and battle? 


God Speaks to Job e 


At last, Job gets what be demanded 


“Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? Let him who accuses God 


answer him! 40:2 

I; the span of a few days Job experienced more tragedy than most people encounter ina 
lifetime. He scratched himself with shards of pote and Rrautned the day he was born. He 

could not even suffer with dignity; he had to endure his wife's taunts and his friends’ ramblings. 


Nothing anyone said helped him. 
Through it all, Job steadfastly refused to turn his back on God. He had only one request. He 


wanted to hear from God in person. He wanted an explanation straight from the Source. 


At last Job got his wish. God answered Job with a speech often quoted for its majes and 
beauty. In a touch of irony, God made his entrance just as Elihu was explaining why Job could not 


expect a direct answer from him. 


Not the Expected Message 
God's reply resembled a nature lesson more than an explanation of the problem of suffering. 


He pointed out, one by one, all the creations that gave him greatest pride. In short, God asked 
Job, “Do you want to try running the universe for a while? ‘oo ahead, try designing an ostrich, or 
a mountain goat,-or even a snowflake.” 

Astonishingly, the question of suffering itself did not even come up. Yet somehow Job seemed 
satisfied—humiliated, actually. ‘Surely | spoke of things | did not understand,’ he confessed, 


“things too wonderful for me to know” (42:3). 


Job Passes the Test 
Job had endured his terrible sufferings in the dark. When he needed God most, God had 


stayed silent. And that was exactly the point of the contest begun at the beginning of the book, 
back in chapter 1. Satan had promised God that Job would “surely curse you to your face.” He 
lost the challenge. Despite everything that happened, Job did not curse God. He clung to his 
belief in a just God, even when everything in his experience seemed to contradict it. 

God had some words of correction for Job. No one, not Job and especially not his friends, had 
the evidence needed to make judgments about how he runs the world. But mainly, God had 
praise for Job. He called him “my servant,” and, in an ironic twist, told the three friends to go to 
Job and ask for his mercy (42:7-8). Much later, in the book of Ezekiel (14:14), God included top in 
a list of the finest human examples of righteousness. 

The book of Job ends on a note of surprise. Job’s friends, who had spouted all the right pieties 
and cliches, ask for forgiveness. Job, who had raged and cried out, is given twice as much as he 
ever had before. “And so he died, old and full of year (42:17). < 
Life Questions: \n Job’s place, what kind of answer would you have wanted from God? Does God's 


reply to Job surprise you? 
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heaven 
wwhon the dunt becomes hare 
and the clodw oF earthy atick tagether? 
WeDo you hunt the prey for the Honese 
and aatiaty the hunger at the Tone 
jwhen they crouch in their dent 
for tie in wail ina thicket? 
4Who provides food for the raven 
when ity young, ery out to God 
and wander about for lack of (600? 


“Do you know when the mountain goats 
give birth? 
Do you watch when the doe bears her fawn? 


2Do you count the months til they bear? 
Do you know the time they give birth? 
‘They crouch down and bring forth thelr young; 
their labor pains are ended, 
‘Their young thrive and grow strong in the 
wilds; 
they leave and do not return, 
Who let the wild donkey go free? 
Who untied his ropes? 
6! gave him the wasteland as hishome,  ~ * ‘ 
ppd ed 


the salt flats as his habitat. 
7He laughs at the commotion in the town; and where the slain are, there is 


he does not hear a driver's shout. 
4He ranges the hills for his pasture 
and searches for any green thing. 
9” Will the wild ox consent to serve you? 
Will he stay by your manger at night? 
10Can you hold him to the furrow with a 
harness? 


——_—_————————— 
39:9 The Wildness of Animals 

God seems to take special delight in animals with a 
streak of wildness: mountain goats, lions, wild 
donkey baw pate i They serve as 

remi that people are not as fully in control 
cones Se rewier ee b 
a 


#31 Or the twinkling, or the chains of the *32 Or the morning aon 
136. The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain. eine nate a 


JOB 40:8 464 nl 
SWould you discredit my justice? for you to take him an your et Mohan 
Would you condemn me to justify yourself? SCan you make a pet of tin He # sis? 
*Do you have an arn like God's or pul hin on a teaeh for your wt 
and ean your voice (hunder like hin? OWT traders barher for hin? per 
WThen adorn yourself with glory and splendor Will they divide him uP amon 
and clothe yourself th honor and majesty merehante? sont 
'Unteash the fury of your wrath, Can you fill his hide with harpe 
look at every proud man and bring him low, ‘or hie head with fang apeare 
look at every proud man and humble hin ALE you lay a hand on hin 
crush the WEheAiw need HAP AIATH oo ra abor the airugale and Never ee 
Bury them all in the dust together it again! 4 
shroud their faces in the grave YAny hope af uubduinys hit ts Lees Pt 
Then | myself will admit to you the mere sight.of him Is overpo { 
that your own right hand can save you No one Is flerce enough to rouse him. 7 
Who then is able to stand against me A 
'S“Look at the behemoth # Who haw a claim against me that | must pay 
Which T made along withiyou liverything under heaven belongs to me. 
and which feeds on grass like an ox 
teWhat strength he has in his loins, 12] will not fail to speak of his limbs, 
what power in the muscles of his belly! his strength and his graceful form, 
His tail? sways like a cedar; JAWho can strip off his outer coat? 
the sinews of his thighs are close-knit, Who would approach him with a bridle? 
'SHis bones are tubes of bronze, : Who dares open the doors of his mouth, 
his limbs like rods of iron. ringed about with his fearsome teeth? 
19He ranks first among the works of God, ISHis back hase rows of shields 
yet his Maker can approach him with his tightly sealed together) 
sword l6each is so close to the next 
NThe hills bring him their produce, that no air can pass between, 
and all the wild animals play nearby, They are joined fast to one another; 
21Under the lotus plants he lies, they cling together and cannot be parted. 
hidden among the reeds in the marsh, I8His snorting throws out flashes of light; 
2The lotuses conceal him in their shadow; his eyes are like the rays of dawn. 
the poplars by the stream surround him. 19Firebrands stream from his mouth; 
23When the river rages, he is not alarmed; sparks of fire shoot out. 
he is secure, though the Jordan should surge 20Smoke pours from his nostrils 
against his mouth. as from a boiling pot over a fire of reeds. 
24Can anyone capture him by the eyes, 21His breath sets coals ablaze, 
or trap him and pierce his nose? and flames dart from his mouth. 
. r “ 2Strength resides in his neck; 
41 ‘Can you pullin the leviathané with a dismay goes before him. 
shhooks 2The folds of his flesh are tightly joined; 
or tie down his tongue with a rope? they are firm and immovable. 
2Can you put a cord through his nose 24His chest is hard as rock, 
or pierce his jaw with a hook? hard as a lower millstone, 
3Will he keep begging you for mercy? 25When he rises up, the mighty are terrified; 
Will he speak to you with gentle words? they retreat before his thrashing. 
4Will he make an agreement with you 26The sword that reaches him has no effect, 


nor does the spear or the dart or the javelin. 
——_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_———— mms 271 ron he treats like straw 


car and bronze like rotten wood. 
uh What te Behemoth and 28Arrows do not make him flee; 
Leviathan? slingstones are like chaff to him. 
No one is quite sure what is meant by these two 29A club seems to him but a piece of straw; 
words, so the English Bible leaves them he laughs at the rattling of the lance. 
untranslated. The behemoth resembles a 39His undersides are jagged potsherds, 
hippopotamus or elephant. The leviathan has some leaving a trail in the mud like a threshing 
features of a crocodile and some of a dragon. In sledge ‘ 
other places, the Bible refers to the leviathan as aipfetaraeee'the depths churn like a boiling 
either a whale-like creature (Psalm 104:26) or a palditon 
serpent or monster of the sea (Isaiah 27:1). God and stirs up the sea like a pot of ointment. 


used the leviathan as a symbol of something 


powerful and uncontrollable. Job got the message: 32Behind him he leaves a glistening wake; 


one would think the deep had white hair. 


if you can’t take on one of God’s fearsome e k the . 
creatures, don’t attempt to take on God. 33Nothing on earth is his equal— ¥ 
ES a creature without fear. 


#15 Possibly the hippopotamus or the elephant 17 Possibly trunk 24 Or by a water hole “1 Possibly the crocodile 
*15 Or His pride is his 


“= 


¥He looks down on all that are haughty; 
he is king over all that are proud,” 


Job 
42 Then Job replied to the Lorn; 
» know that you can do all things; 
no plan of yours can be thwarted 
4You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my 
counsel without knowledge?’ 
Surely | spoke of things ! did not 


understand, 
things too wonderful for me to know 


4”You said,, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; 
“ | will question you, 
and you shall answer me.” 
5My ears had heard of you 
but now my eyes have seen you, 
6Therefore | despise myself 
and repent in dust and ashes,” 
Epilogue 
7After the Lorp had said these things to Job, he 
said to Eliphaz the Temanite, 1am angry with you 
and your two friends, because you have not 
spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. 
8So now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to 
my servant Job and sacrifice a burnt offering for 


“11 Hebrew him a kesitah; a kesitah was a unit of money of unknown weight and value, 


465 JOB 42:17 


yourselves, My servant Job will pray for you, andt 
will accept his prayer and not deal with you ae 
cording to your folly, You have not spoken of me 
what is right, as my servant Job has.” "So Eliphaz 
the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite did what the Loxp told themy and the 
Loxp accepted Job’s prayer, 

WAfter Job had prayed for his friends, the Loup 
made him prosperous again and gave him twice ag 
much as he had before, "All his brothers and sis- 
ters and everyone who had known him before 
came and ate with him in his house, They comfort= 
ed and consoled him over all the trouble the Loap 
had brought upon him, and each one gave him a 
piece of silvert and a gold ring. 

The Lorp blessed the latter part of Job's life 
more than the first, He had fourteen thousand 
sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of 
oxen and a thousand donkeys. And he also had 
seven sons and three daughters. '4The first daugh- 
ter he named Jemimah, the second Keziah and the 
third Keren-Happuch. !5Nowhere in all the land 
were there found women as beautiful as, Job's 

daughters, and their father granted them an inher 
itance along with their brothers. 

16After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; 
he saw his children and their children to the fourth | 
generation. !7And so he died, old and full of years. 


PSALMS , 


Cries from the Heart 
Songs for sorrow as well as joy ; 


my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of 


like a tune from its heart. They capture 
shih d they still speak directly to 


emotion and mood, you can find a psalm to match. The psalms wrestle with the 
' ns Ms justice. Their voice is 


ow and ask God the hardest fiering and in 
questions about suffering i) * they cry out to him, 


whi 
nce. 3 
H= t the very center of the Bible are songs, rising up 

© innermost thoughts and prayers of Old Testament people—an 


spontaneous. They do not tip flowery compliments toward 
oy before him. 

read these poems, you can’t think of the Old Testament as dry and rule-bound. Nor is 
ament God distant and im 1. In almost every psalm you find the presence of 
philosophical principle, but as an active, strong, and loving ruler—a God who makes 
2 in life. 

How Did the Psalms Come Together? 

st half of the psalms are credited to David, at least one was written 500 years after 


Vhile 2imost 
4 number of poets and writers contributed, and about a third of the psalms are 
ty anonymous. 
the psalms come together? They seem to have been compiled as a fyainbank for use i 
vorship. Some psalms were written from an individual's experiences, but were adapted 
tional use. Directions for musicians were added, along with a few verses to widen the 
ing to everybody. 
<s show tremendous variation, reflecting the many personalities who contributed their 
ravers over several centuries. Yet readers have found an inner consistency in the 
w book. so they can move from one psalm to the next without being particularly aware that 
one poem is centuries older than another. Some have called the psalms a Bible within the Bible— 
different books telling a single story. 

beautiful cathedral built over centuries. Each 


Others have compared the book of Psalms to a 
wing and each window show the individual genius of its designers, yet all the parts are somehow 


harmonious. This harmony comes not merely from a common sense of style, but from unity of 
purpose: the whole cathedral is made for the worship of one and the same God. Just so, the 
psalms reflect, in a hundred moods and experiences, the never-changing reality of a strong and 


loving God, who cares for his people. r 


The Presence of Real Enemies 

God is not the only reality in the psalms. Equally persistent are enemies who sneer and hurt and 
plot violence. They, too, appear in nearly every psalm. For the psalmists, faith in God was a 
struggle against powerful forces that often seemed more real than God. 

The psalm writers frequently asked, “Where are you, God? Why don’t you help me?" Despite 
their love of God, they often felt abandoned, misused, betrayed. They found no guarantee of 
safety in their closeness to God. The joy and praise that saturate these prayers came, not from an 
absence of problems, but from a deep conviction that a great God would overcome them. 

Jesus, dying on the cross, twice expressed himself in the words of psalms (22:1 and 31:5), and 
his disciples, in trying to explain his life, quoted from Psalms more than any other book. 
appear to have meditated on the peoins often as they considered the meaning of Jesus’ life. In the 
psalms they could see that even the best men—even David, the great king—suffer agony and feel 


abandoned 
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PSALM 1:1 468 


BOOKI 
Psalms 1-41 
Psalm 1 


iBlessed is the man 
who does not walk in the counsel of the 
wicked 
or stand in the way of sinners 
or sit in the seat of mockers. 
2But his delight is in the law of the Lorp, 
and on his law he meditates day and night 
3He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season 
and whose leaf does not wither. 
Whatever he does prospers. 


+Not so the wicked! 
They are like chaff 
that the wind blows away. 
sTherefore the wicked will not stand in the 
judgment, 
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous 
6For the Lorp watches over the way of the 
righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish. 


Psalm 2 


iWhy do the nations conspire+ 
and the peoples plot in vain? 
2The kings of the earth take their stand 
and the rulers gather together 
against the Lorp 
and against his Anointed One.’ 
——— 
1:4 Blowing in the Wind 
The opposite of “a tree planted by streams” (verse 
3) should be a tree withered by drought —and so it 
is in Jeremiah 17:5-8, which paints a similar 
contrast between good and bad people. This image 
of the wicked as “chaff,” however, is far more 
absolute—for chaff, utterly worthless even for a 
fire, is blown away by the wind, God's judgment 
day is what finally makes the wicked seem like 
chaff. 
———_—_——————— 
_———_— 


2:2 The Messiah in the Psalms 


—_ 


Let us break their chaing,” | E 
“and throw off their ala ant 

4The One enthroned in heaven laughs: 
the Lord scoffs at them. 

5Then he rebukes them in his ange? 


y 
and terrifies them in his wrath, $ayiNB, 
‘ 


t 
6] have installed my Kings 
on Zion, my holy hill ue : + 


7 will proclaim the decree of the LORD: 


He said to me, “You are my Son4; 
today I have become your Father.© 
8Ask of me, 
and I will make the nations your inheritance, 
the ends of the earth your possession. 
»You will rule them with an iron scepter/; 
you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 
l0Therefore, you kings, be wise; 
be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
liServe the Lorp with fear 
and rejoice with trembling. 
12Kiss the Son, lest he be angry 
and you be destroyed in your way, 
for his wrath can flare up in a moment. 
Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 


Psalm 3 


A psalm of David. When he fled from 
his son Absalom. 


10 Lorp, how many are my foes! 
How many rise up against me! 
2Many are saying of me, 
“God will not deliver him.” Selahs 
But you are a shield around me, O Lorp; 
you bestow glory on me and lift! up my 
head. 


4To the Loro I cry aloud, 


and he answers me from his holy hill. Selah 


5] lie down and sleep; 
I wake again, because the Lorp sustains me. 


61 will not fear the tens of thousands 
drawn up against me on every side. 


7Arise, O Lorp! 
Deliver me, O my God! 

Strike all my enemies on the jaw; 
break the teeth of the wicked. 


8From the Lorp comes deliverance. 


Israelite kings and priests were anointed with oil 
when they took office. The “Anointed One’ May your blessing be on your people. Selah 
probably originally meant “king.” It came, 
however, to stand for more. The Hebrew word is Psal h 
masiah, which became Messiah and translated into salm 4 
Greek as Christos or Christ. This psalm was ; : 
understood in the New Testament as referring to For the director of music. With stringed —* 
Jesus—for no Old Testament king ever gained the instruments. A psalm of David. 
control of the nations implied here. You can find 
quotations in Acts 4:25- 33; Hebrews 1:5; 1Answer me when I call to you, 
lation 2:27; and 19: O my righteous God. 
—— Give me relief from my distress; 4 
“1 Hebrew; Septuagint rage "2 Or anointed one 6 Or king 47 Or son; also in verse 12 7 Or have begotten you: ; 
19 On will break them with a rod of iron 2 A word of uncertain meaning, occurring frequently in the Psalms; possibly a musical term: 


"4 Or Lom), | my Glorious One, who lifts 


be merciful to me and hear my prayer. 
How long. O men. will you turn my glory into 


shame 
long will you love delusions and seek 


" How Tala gods! ? Selah 
that the Loap has set apart the godly for 


KNOY 
himself; 
e the Lone will hear when I call to him 


ur anger do not sin; 
hen you are on your beds, 
carch your hearts and be silent. 
SOtter right sacrifices 
ind trust in the Loko. 
éMany are asking, “Who can show us any 
good?” 
Let the light of your face shine upon us, 
O Loxp. 
You have filled my heart with greater joy 
than when their grain and new wine 
abound 
4] will lie down and sleep in peace, 
for you alone, O Lorp, 
make me dwell in safety. 


4in 


Selah 


Psalm 5 


For the director of music. For flutes. 
A psalm of David 


Give ear to my words, O Lor, 
consider my sighing. 

2Listen to my cry for help, 
my King and my God, 
for to you I pray. 

3[n the morning, O Lorp, you hear my voice; 
in the morning I lay my requests before you 
and wait in expectation. 


#You are not a God who takes pleasure in evil; 
with you the wicked cannot dwell 

5The arrogant cannot stand in your presence; 
you hate all who do wrong. 

6You destroy those who tell lies; 
bloodthirsty and deceitful men 
the Lorp abhors. 


7But I, by your great mercy, 
will come into your house; 
in reverence will | bow down 
toward your holy temple 
8Lead me, O Lorp, in your righteousness 
because of my enemies— 
make straight your way before me. 


read protection 
SP eat duone who love your nama may Majcice 


you surround 


O Lorp, heal me, for my bones are in agomy- 
3My soul is in anguish. 

How long, O Lorn, how long? cd 
‘Turn, O Loxp, and deliver me; 4 

save me because of your unfailing love. 
5No one remembers you when he is dead. 

Who praises you from the grave?” 
61 am worn out from groaning; 

all night long I flood my bed with weeping 

and drench my couch with tears. 2 
7My eyes grow weak with sorrow; 

they fail because of all my foes. 
%Away from me, all you who do evil, 

for the Lorp has heard my weeping- , 
9The Lorp has heard my cry for mercy; 4 

the Lop accepts my prayer- wi -s d 
10AII my enemies will be ashamed and e 


dismayed; - 
they will turn back in sudden disgrace. 
Psalm 7 
A shiggaion? of David, which he sang to the Loap 
concerning Cush, a Bengamite. - 
10 Lorp my God, I take refuge in you: 
save and deliver me from all who pursue 
me, 
2or they will tear me like 2 lion ‘ 


and rip me to pieces with no one to rescue 
me. 
30 Lorp my God, if | have done this _ 
__ and there is guilt on my hands— r 
“if | have done evil to him who is at peace with 


ae 


me 7 
9Not a word from their mouth can be trusted: without cause have robbed foe \ tae 
ete heart is filled with destruction poet let my enemy pursue matorrune 

eir throat is an open grave; let him trample my life 
i a a : to the ground 
with their tongue they speak deceit. make pre i dust. “A Selah 
10Declare them guilty, O God! A re — _ 
Let their intrigues be their downfall. : ad O Lorn, in your anger; 
Banish them for their many sins, ase up against the rage of my enemies 
A for they have rebelled against you. at wake, ps Anon a ae i. a 
‘But let all who take refuge in you be glad; tae Soe wee ry 
#2 Or wou dishonor my G * =. fel) 
‘tea ormaitem Ont Tyee Hee St Ae | 
a . 


| = 


ee 


PSALM 3S 
se the Law jedige the peoples. 
lode me O Lose according to my 
EMRE, 
acceraing © my Integrity, O Most High. 
DD agheces Got 
who snerches mands and hearts, 
deme 2 an end the wiadence af the wxked 
and make the mghteoes secure 
ANty Steed = God Most High, 
who saves the uprash! 
aGad 5s 2 eghtewes 


bas wrath every day. 


your enemies, 
foe and the avenger. 


3 nave set in place, 
‘what is man that you are mindful of him, 

the son of man that you care for him? 

You made him a Little lower than the heavenly 


bene 
2nd crowned him with glory and honor. 


*You made him ruler over the works of your 
you put everything under his feet: 
Tall Socks and herds, 
and the beasts of the field, 
‘the bards of the air, 
and the fish of the sea, 
ail thet swim the paths of the seas. 


3My enemies turn back; ww 
they stumble and you . 

4For you have upheld my right and my cause; — 

peepee track idging 
righteously. “ 

sYou have rebuked the nations and destroyed 
you have blotted out their name for ever and 
ever. A 


oThose who know your name will trust in you, 
for you, Lorp, have never forsaken - 
who seek you. 4 dee 


he does not ignore the cry 


130 Lop, see how my enemies persecute me! 
Have mercy and lift me up from the gates of 
death, ey @ es 
\that I may declare your praises onde 


22For he who avenges blood remembers; 
of the afflicted. 


dug; . “ 


Arise, O Lorp, let not man triumph; 
let the nations be judged in your 
2Strike them with terror, O Lop; _ 


, S) 
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Psalm 10" 


IWhy, O Lorp, do you stand far off? 
Why do you hide yourself in times of 


trouble? 
‘In his arrogance the wicked man hunts down 
the weak 
who are caught in the schemes he devises. 
3He boasts of the cravings of his heart; 
he blesses the greedy and reviles the Lorn. 


din his pride the wicked does not seek him; 
in all his thoughts there ts no room for God, 
SHis ways are always prosperous; 
he is haughty and your laws are far from 
him, 
he sneers at all his enemies. 
6He says to himself, “Nothing will shake me; 
I'll always be happy and never have 
trouble.” 
7His mouth is full of curses and lies and threats; 
trouble and evil are under his tofigue. 
8He lies in wait near the villages; 
from ambush he murders the innocent, 
watching in secret for his victims. 
9He lies in wait like a lion in cover; 
he lies in wait to catch the helpless; 
he catches the helpless and drags them off in 
his net. 
10His victims are crushed, they collapse; 
they fall under his strength. 
ltHe says to himself, “God has forgotten; 
he covers his face and never sees.” 


12Arise, Lor! Lift up your hand, O God. 
-Do not forget the helpless. 
13Why does the wicked man revile God? 
Why does he say to himself, 
“He won't call me to account’’? 
\4But you, O God, do see trouble and grief; 
you consider it to take it in hand. 
The victim commits himself to you; 
you are the helper of the fatherless. 
15Break the arm of the wicked and evil man; 
call him to account for his wickedness 
that would not be found out. 


16The Lorp is King for ever and ever; 
the nations will perish from his land. 
17You hear, O Lorp, the desire of the afflicted; 
you encqurage them, and you listen to their 
(a 
18defending 
in order 
te 


ine fatherless and the oppressed, 
at man, who is of the earth, may 


y no more. 


Psalm 11 


For the director of music. Of David. 


in the Lorp I refuge. 
How then can you say to me: 
“lee like a bird\to your mountain. 
‘ 


POALM 12K 


2¥ortook, the wicked bend their bows: 
they set their arrows againet the ning 
to shoot from the shadows ‘ 
at the upright in heart, 
AWhen the foundations are being destroyed 
what can the righteous do’? ¢ 


4The Logo is in his holy temple; 
the Loup is on his heavenly throne, 
He observes the sons of men; 
his eyes examine them, 
sThe Lorp examines the righteous, 
but the wicked’ and thone who Jove 
violence 
his soul hates 
On the wicked he will rain 
fiery coals and burning sulfur; 
a scorching wind will be their lot, ™ 


7For the Lorp is righteous, 


he loves justice; 
upright men will see his face, 


Psalm 12 


For the director of music. According to sheminith 4 
A psalm of David., 


1Help, Lorp, for the godly are no more; 
the faithful have vanished from among ] 
men. } 
2Everyone lies to his neighbor; ai 
their flattering lips speak with deception. 


3May the Lorp cut offal flattering lips 
and every boastful tongue 4 ‘ 
4that says, “We will triumph with our tongues; 
we own our lips*—who is our 
5“Because of the oppression of the weak 
and the groaning of the needy, 
I will now arise,” says the Lorn. 
“{ will protect them from those who malign 
them.” 
6And the words of the Loro are flawless, : 
like silver refined in a furnace of clay, a 
purified seven times. » 


70 Lorp, you will keep us safe 
and protect us from such people forever. 
8The wicked freely strut about 
when what is vile is honored among men. © 


ST 


12:4 Who Owns Your Lips? 
Repeatedly the Bible stresses that your talk can do 
tremendous good or evil. One key distinctive is 


_ the stanzas of which begin with the successive letters of the Hebrew 


*Psalms 9 and 10 may have Been originally a single acrastic poem, 
>} Or what 1s the Righteous One doing <5 Or The Lot, the Rightanus 


alphabet. In the Septuagint they constitute one psalm. 
One, examines the wicked, / “Title; Probably a musical term 


y 


4 Or / our lips are our plowshares 


PSALM 13:1 472 


Psalm 1 
For the director of music. A psaloy of David 


{How long, O Lord? Will you forget me 
torever? 
How long will you hide your face from me? 
2How long must | wrestle with my thoughts 
and every day have sorrow in my heart? 
How long will my enemy triumph over me? 
sLook on me and answer, O Loxp my God. 
Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in 


death; 
my enemy will say, “I have overcome him, 


and my foes will rejoice when I fall, 


SBut I trust in your unfailing love; 

my heart rejoices in your salvation. 
61 will sing to the Lorp, 

tor he has been good to me, 


Psalm 14 
For the director of music. Of David 


1The fool# says in his heart, 
“There is no God.” 

They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; 
there is no one who does good. 


2The Lorp looks down from heaven 
on the sons of men 
to see if there are any who understand, 
any who seek God. 
3All have turned aside, 
they have together become corrupt; 
there is no one who does good, 
not even one 
Will evildoers never learn— 
those who devour my people as men eat 
bread % 
and who do not call on the Lorp? 
5There they are, overwhelmed with dread, 
for God is present in the company of the 
righteous. 
6You evildoers frustrate the plans of the poor, 
but the Lorp is their refuge. 


70h, that salvation for Israel would come out of 
Zion! 
When the Lorp restores the fortunes of his 
people, 
let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad! 


14:3 Who Seeks God? 

Though David was called a “man after God’s own 
heart,” he is credited with this chilling assessment 
of humankind—including himself. In God’s eyes, 
nobody—not even David—is good. Paul quoted 
this in a crucial New Testament passage, Romans 
3:10-12. 


+1 The Hebrew words rendered fool in Psalms denote one who is morally deficient ‘Tithe: Probably 
3 Or As for the pagan priests who are in the land | and the nobles in whom all delight, 1 said: 


one {11 Or You will make 


A pralm of David. 


iLorp, who may dwell in your sanctuary? 
Who may live on your hill? 


2He whose walk is blameless hn Wl 
and who does what is righteous, 

who speaks the truth from his heart 

) and has no slander on his tongue, : 

who does his neighbor no wrong { 
and casts no slur on his fellowman, 

4who despises a vile man . 
but honors those who fear the Lop, 

who keeps his oath % 
even when it hurts, ‘ 

5who lends his money without usury — 
and does not accept a bribe against the 


innocent. 


He who does these things 
will never be shaken, 


f 
Psalm 16 | 
A miktam? of David. 


Keep me safe, O God, 
for in you | take refuge. 


21 said to the Lorp, “You are my Lord; 
apart from you I have no good thing.” 
3As for the saints who are in the land, 
they are the glorious ones in whom is all my 
delight. fe 
4The sorrows of those will increase 
who run after other gods. 
1 will not pour out their libations of blood 
or take up their names on my lips. 
5Lorp, you have assi me my portion and 
my cup; 


you have made my Totsecure. 
6The boundary lines have fallen for mi 
pleasant places; : 

surely I have a delightful inheri 


71 will praise the Lorp, who counsels me; 
even at night my heart instructsme. 
8] have set the Lorp always before me. 
Because he is at my right han. 
I will not be shaken. 


Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue 
rejoices; 


we 


a 


410 Hebrew 
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Psalm 17 A Psalm 18 
caver of David. For the director of music, Of David the servant of 
aa the Lor. He sang to the Lorp the words of this = 
Nea song when the Loxp delivered him from the hand 
ap, my cighten ‘of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul, 
ry He said: 
ny prayer— 
| ise from deceitful lips. ; 
veation come from YOu; I love aks) Lorp, my strength. 
, eyes see what is right. 2The Lorp is my rock, my fortress and my 
deliverer; 
‘Th you probe my heart and examine me my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
He is my shield and the horn# of my 


at night, ~ 
h you test me, you will find nothing; salvation, my stronghold. 


esolved that my mouth will not sin. 31 call to the Lorp, who is worthy of praise, 
e deeds of men— and I am saved from my enemies. 


y word of i 
j Has toot ne ee 4The cords of death entangled me; 
from the ways of the violent. the torrents of destruction overwhelmed me, 
Shy steps have held to your paths; sThe cords of the grave? coiled around mej, 2 
my feet have not slipped. the snares of death confronted me. 
6In my distress I called to the LORD; 
6| call on you, O God, for you will answer me; I cried to my God for help. 


From his temple he heard my voice; 


give ear to me and hear my prayer. 
my cry came before him, into his ears. 


7Show the wonder of your great love, 


you who save by your right hand 
those who take refuge in you from their foes. 7The earth trembled and quaked, ‘ 
*Keep me as the apple of your eye; and the foundations of the mountains shook; 
hide me in the shadow of your wings they trembled because he was angry- 
4from the wicked who assail me, 8Smoke rose from’his nostrils; 
from my mortal enemies who surround me. consuming fire came from his mouth, 
burning coals blazed out of it: Lia 
iThey close up their callous hearts, 9He parted the heavens and ¥ 
and their mouths speak with arrogance dark clouds were under his feet. 
lThey have tracked me down, they now 10He mounted the cherubim and flew; 
surround me, he soared on the wings of the wind. 
with eyes alert, to throw me to the ground. 11He made darkness his covering, his canopy 
They are like a lion hungry for prey, around him— 
like a great lion crouching in cover. the dark rain clouds of the’ sky. 
12Qut of the brightness of his presence clouds 
I9Rise up, O Lor, confront them, bring them advanced, 
down; with hailstones and bolts of lightning. — 
rescue me from the wicked by your sword. 13The Lorp thundered from heaven; if 
140 Lorp, by your hand save me from such the voice of the Most High resounded.« 
men, 14He shot his arrows and scattered the enemies, 
from men of this world whose reward is in great bolts of lightning and routed them. 


1sThe valleys of the sea were exposed 
and the foundations of the earth laid bare 
at your rebuke, O Lorp, ror 
at the blast of breath from your nostrils. 


this life 
You still the hunger of those you cherish; 


their sons have plenty, 
and they store up wealth for their children. 


15And l—in righteousness I will see your face; 16) ii took hold : 
when | awake, I will be satisfied with seeing Be an ak from CREE 
your likeness. he drew me out of deep waters. r 


a 17He rescued me from my powerful enemy, 
; from my foes, who were too strong for me. 
17:15 The Face of God \8They confronted me in the day of a disaster, 


While the psalms often ask God to provide but the Lo: pport. 

“refuge” in a time of trouble, they also look 19He rough ae oe Fite pdi === place; - 
forward to “seeing his face’”’—a goal that is he rescued me because he delighted a ‘ 
valuable only to someone who deeply loves God. ee 
To see God's face is to see and know him 20The Lor has dealt with me according to my 
personally, deeply, and without the clouds of righteousness; , , 
mystery that so often make faith difficult. according to the cleanness of my he 


#2. Horn here symbolizes strength °5 Hebrew Sheol 13 Some Hebrew manuscripts and Septuagint sieo 2 Seemed 22:6, y 
most Hebrew manuscripts resounded, / amid hailstones and bolts of lightning - = 
: woe aprenen eeremeeal 


PSALM 18:21 
‘For Lhave kept the ways of the LOwb) 
Thave not done evil by turning (on my 
God 
WAN his laws are before Me 
IT have not tur away from his decrees. 
1 have been blar before him 
and have kept myself from sin. 
wThe Loxp has rewarded me according tomy 


righteousness, 
anness of my hands in: 


according to the ele 
his sight 
26To the faithful you show yourself faithful, 
to the blameless you show yourself 
blameless, 
26to the pure you show yourself pure, 
but to the crooked you show yourself 
shrewd 
27You save the humble 
but bring low those whose eyes are 
haughty 
28You, O Lorv, keep my lamp burning; 
my God turns my darkness into light. 
2With your help I can advance against a troop'; 
with my God I can scale a wall. 


WAs for God, his way is perfect; 


474 


He in a shield © 

for all who take 
\iflor who is God 

And who is the 
vit in God who arms 

and maker my way 
vite makes my feet like the fee! 
enables me to stand on the heights, 
uirte trains my hands for battle, 

my arms can bend a bow of bronze 
wWwyou give me YOUR shield of vietory, 

and your Aight hand sustains me: 

you stoop down pee aus great 
Ww den the path beneath me, J 

You broa ides do not turn 


so that my 
“1 pursued my enemies and overtook them; 

I did not turn back till they were Sep ie 
34] crushed them go that they could not rise; 


they fell beneath my feet, 
wYou armed me with strength for battle; 
you made my adversaries bow at my feet. 
4You made my enemies turn their backs in 
flight, 
and I destroyed my foes. 
4IThey cried for help, but there was no one to 
save them 
to the Lorn, but he did not answer. 


st of a deers >. 


the word of the Lorp is flawless. 


229 Or can run through @ barricade 


Life after Death 


When you die, will it all be over? 


You will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 16:10 
e? People have always wanted an answer to that, and the 


psalmists were no different. They lived in an age without effective medicine, in an age 
wars were fought hand-to-hand, Dead bodies were a familiar reality. Yet death, however familiar, 


remained mysterious and frightening to them. 

Israelites called the dark and shadowy place where dead people go “Sheol.” When you got 
there, your life seemed thoroughly finished. The psalmists emphatically did not want to go there, 
and they asked God, when praying for his help, what possible good there might be in death. “Are 
your wonders known in the place of darkness, or your righteous deeds in the land of oblivion?” 
(Psalm 88:12). Sheol was the great leveler: it meant the end of plans, of worship, of a relationship 


with God (Psalms 146:4; 30:9; 88:5). The dead were found there, not the living. 


hat happens to you after you di 


God’s Power over Death 

Yet some psalms also hint at a happier view. They hold such a strong view of God's authority 
that they show—vaguely, but unmistakably—God's power over the . For instance, God is in 
Sheol (Psalm 139:8). He—and only he—can redeem a person from there (49:7-9,15). God will not 
let his “Holy One” see decay—a claim that both Peter and Paul saw as a clear prediction of Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead (Psalm 16:10, quoted in Acts 2:27; 13:35). 

What did they expect life after death to be like, if God’s power redeemed someone from Sheol? 
You won't find a clearly defined picture of heaven here: only hints. The psalmists’ thoughts center 
on God's face and his presence. For God is the only unchangeable reality: wherever you are, in 
life or in death, he will be there. He is the ultimate reward to those who love him. . 

The expectation of God's face shows through in Psalms 16:8-11; 17:15; 49:15; 73:23-26. But for 
clearer perspective on life after death, you must read, in the Old Testament, Isaiah 26:19 and 
Daniel 12:1-3, and in the New Testament, 2 Corinthians 5:1-10, among many other passages. 
Life Questions: Describe what you believe happens after you die. !s this a frightening or an encouraging 


picture to you? 


pra a ; 


rm. Fes) Tee ae 
: i i, a 
475 PSALM 20:9 
- j se dust borne on the winds in Leeping thern there be grant rev/ard. 
1 beak.them ageine &° din the streets i 
1 poured them out like mu vuWho cary diecerey his errors? " “ 
{ me from the attacks of the Forgive my hidden faults, / 
“You have delves" DKeep your servant alse 111m willful eine, * 
peor ide me the head of nations; may they not rule aver me, 
you have mot know are subject to me, Then will | be blameless, 
“4, Pr eoor * they hear me, they obey me; innocent of great tranagression 
: we: aed rae May the words of my mouth and the 
They «ll 10° frembling from their strongholds. meditation of my heart 
be pleasing in your wight, 
xp lives! Praise be to my Rock! O Lorp, my Rock and my Redeemer. 
cilted be God my Savior! 
He is the God who avenges me, 
who subdues nations under me, Psalm 20 
who saves me from my enemies. 
You exalted me above my foes; 
rom violent men you rescued me ii For thi director of music: 6 peaien of David, 
47Therefore | will praise you among the nations, 
© Lorp: May the Loa answer you when you are in é 
| will sing praises to your name: distress; 
SHe gives his king great victories; may the name of the God of Jacob protect 
he shows unfailing kindness to his anointed, you. 
t and his descendants forever 2May he send you help from the sanctuary —~ 
and grant you su] from Zion. 
Psalm 19 3May he remember all your sacrifices 
‘ and accept your hago paegapect Selah 
For the director of music. A psalm of David. pie eat Begs Sone re som heart 
SW. shout for joy when are victorious: 
The heavens declare the glory of God; vie lift up a ras! the name of 
the skies proclaim the work of his hands. ocd ad 
2Day after day they pour forth speech; "i 7 
night after night they display knowledge. May the Losp gran! all your requests. 
sThere is no speech or language 6Now I know that the Loxp saves his anointed; 
where their voice is not heard.# he answers him from his holy heaven 
‘Their voice® goes out into all the earth, with the saving power of his ight f 4 
their words to the ends of the world. 7Some trust in chariots and int 
In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the but we trust in the name of the Loxp our 
sup, God. 2 
which is like’a bridegroom coming forth *They are brought to their knees and fall, 
from his pavilion, but we rise up and stand firm. 
ee en Ee een ee ; 
and makes its circuit to the other; Answer us when we call! 
nothing is hidden from its heat. 
———_ 
7The law of the Lorn is perfect, 
reviving the soul. 19:7 The Names of God 
The statutes of the Lorp are trustworthy, After describing the skies as a reflection of God’s 
making wise the simple. glory in the first six verses, Psalm 19 switches 
sThe precepts of the Lorp are right, gears. From the sun, moon, and stars it turns to 
giving joy to the heart Consider the beauty of God’s law. Reflecting that 
The commands of the Loxp are radiant, change, the poem in uses a different, more 
giving light to the eyes personal name for God. The first six verses refer to 
$The fear of the Lorn ts pure, 
enduring forever. 
nances of the Lorp are sure 
ogether righteous. 
0They are more precious than gold, 
than much pure gold, 
they are sweeter than honey, 
than honey from the comb. = - 
By Tee ae yous seca aera to them by his first name, as it were. 
Or They heme - 5 - 
= iy been here ere no words, | no sowed = heard from them "4 Septuagint. Jerome and Syriac: Heberw Kine 


Mca 
a 
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Psalm 21 
For the director of music. A psalm of David 


10 Lorp, the king rejoices in your strength. 
How great is his joy in the victories you 
give! 
2You have granted him the desire of his heart 
and have not withheld the request of his 
lips. Selah 
3You welcomed him with rich blessings 
and placed a crown of pure gold on his 
head. 
4He asked you for life, and you gave it to him— 
length of days, for ever and ever. 
sThrough the victories you gave, his glory is 
great; 
you have bestowed on him splendor and 
majesty. 
6Surely you have granted him eternal blessings 
and made him glad with the joy of your 
presence. 
7For the king trusts in the Lor; 
through the unfailing love of the Most High 
he will not be shaken. 


#Your hand will lay hold on all your enemies; 
your right hand will seize your foes. 
4At the time of your appearing 
you will make them like a fiery furnace. 
In his wrath the Lorp will swallow them up, 
and his fire will consume them. 
»You will destroy their descendants from the 
earth, 
their posterity from mankind. 
Though they plot evil against you . 
and devise wicked schemes, they cannot 
succeed; 
2for you will make them turn their backs 
when you aim at them with drawn bow, 


sBe exalted, O Lorp, in your strength; 
we will sing and praise your might. 


Psalm 22 


For the director of music. To ,the tune of, “The Doe 
of the Morning.” A psalm of David 


‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me? 
Why are you so far from saving me, 
vo far from the words of my groaning? 
20 my God, | ery out by day, but you do not 
answer, 
by night, and am not silent. 


»Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; 
you are the praise of Israel.“ 
4Jn you our fathers put their trust; 
they trusted and you delivered them. 
"They cried to you and were saved; 
in you they trusted and were not 
disappointed 


+5 On Yel you are holy, / enthroned on the praises of berael 
Syriac, rund Herorew manuseripts / like the Hon 


*15 Or (Lam 
421 Or you have haatd 


6But | am a worm and ; 
scorned by cama by the 
people. RY 
7All who see me MOCk me; 
they hurl insults, shaking their heads: 
8”He trusts in the Lorp; 
let the Lorp rescue him. a 
Let him deliver him, f 
since he delights in him.” 


9Yet you brought me out of the womb; 
you made me trust in you 
even at my mother’s breast. 
10From birth I was cast upon you; 
from my mother’s womb you 
God. 
11Do not be far from me, 
for trouble is near 
and there is no one to help. 


have been my 


- 


12Many bulls surround me; 
strong, bulls of Bashan encircle me. 
V3Roaring, lions tearing their prey 
open their mouths wide against me. 
14] am poured out like water, 
and all my bones are out of joint. 
My heart has turned to wax; 
it has melted away within me: 
I5My strength is dried up like a potsherd, 
and my tongue sticks to the roof of my 
mouth; 
you lay me? in the dust of death. 
16Dogs have surrounded me; 
‘a band of evil men has encircled me, 
they have piercede my hands and my feet. — 
171 can count all my bones; 1 
people stare and gloat over me. 
i8They divide my garments among them 
and cast lots for my clothing. 


\9But you, O Lorp, be not far off; 
O my Strength, come quickly to help me. 
20Deliver my life from the sword, 
my precious life from the power of the 
dogs. - 
21Rescue me from the mouth of the lions; 
saved me from the horns of the wild oxen: 


2 will declare your name to my brothers; 
in the congregation | will praise you. 
23You who fear the Lorv, praise him! 

All you descendants of Jacob, honor him! 
Revere him, all you descendants of Israel! 
24For he has not despised or disdained ale 

the suffering of the afflicted one; 
he has not hidden his face from him” 
but has listened to his cry for help. 4 


25From you comes the theme of m} praise in 
great assembly; ¥ ” “ 
before those who fear your will I fulfill my 
vows > wT 
a eat and be satisfied; 
y who seek the Lorp will 
may your hearts live f . = : 
’ 


manuscript Sepivagin and 


. B- 
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a. a 
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WAM the ends ofthe ea Vashon 14 
will remember and turn tothe ? 
and all thee faeries of the QaNONe ‘A puslen 1 David 
il bow dows betore him, Vn 
thor domin! in belongs 10 the Lome The Lom i eo ahaphers Sena net neN - 
and he rules over the nations 1 He makenme Nadown in green gasses, 
DAI ihe veh of the earth will feast and worship, he leads me bawide quiet Waters, 
sii who go down to the dust will kneel + he restores my aout 
before him He guides mu in paths Of piyghtecuaniee 
those who cannot keep thempelven alive for hie names wae 
wposterity will serve hin; stiven though I walk 
future generations will be told about the through the valley of the ohadew of deaths 
Lord { will fear no evil, 
They will proclaim his righteousness for you are with me; 
to a people yet unborn your rod and your stat, 
they comfort me 


for he has done it 


+4 Or through the darkest valley 


The Song of the Cross 


Even the best people sometimes suffer 


They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing. 22:16 
Gometings the Old Testament seems like an almost endless stream of stories about good people 
versus bad people. The good people are the Israelites, and the bad people are the nations 
around them. The Israelites have moments when they get off track, worshiping idols and acting 
like their bad neighbors. But when they turn back to God they always seem to win and often win 
“big.” The ending in story after story is happy. God is on their side. | 
Yet, in Psalm 22, and a few other places, the “good man” story doesn’t fit—at all. This poem, 
g and man “after God’s own heart,” tells of tremendous suffering 
pe good man’s enemies have 
fs) 


credited to David, the great kin 
with no relief from God. It soun 
him. They surround him, jeering, 
is cry to God g 

The psalmist wavers back and forth, first crying out his misery, then taking stock of God's 
wonderfu! character, then describing his misery again. The whole poem is a prayer to God. 
Although this cry has gone up day and night (verse 2), God remains silent. : 


Whose Humiliations? 

Then, at verse 22, the poem takes a dramatic turn, switching from grief to jubilation. Somehow, 
God has saved the sufferer who, in great excitement, tells others about it. He sees more than his 
own good fortune: he foresees this deliverance spilling over into the whole world. He predicts the 
story of God’s help told to future generations forever. God will be worshiped by the entire world. 

A person might read Psalm 22 as an extravagantly poetic description of David's troubles. But 


Jesus and the writers of the New Testament saw something more in it. When Jesus was dying on 
the cross, he had this psalm on his lips (Matthew 27:46). Afterward, when his disciples wanted to 
explain Jesus’ life and sufferings, they turned to this psalm and others like it. 
in them the disciples saw a pattern and a foreshadowing. The pattern is redemptive suffering. If 
ood men do not always win, if God seems actually to desert them—if David himself, the great” 
eader and true man of God, knew these pains—then surely no one is exempt. And this suffering 
has a point. After it (and because of it) come victory and power, and the salvation of the world. 
This pattern helped Jesus’ followers appreciate why Jesus, along with his followers, had to suffer. 


ds like a mob scene, a lynchin, 
like a pack of dogs. He is helpless and ‘exhausted. All he can do 


A Fulfillmerit of Prophecy FH 

Psalm 22 also helped the New Testament writers to see Jesus’ life as a fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophecy. Jews had expected a warrior-Messiah, a son of David who, like David, would 
h battle. In Psalm 22 they saw that David had left another legacy: 


lead his people to victory throug! r 
victory through suffering. The Messiah would lead his followers in suffering. Only Isaiah put it 
more clearly, in his famous “servant” passages (Isaiah 42:1-9; 49:1-7; 504-5; 52:13-53:12). Psalm 


22 stretches beyond the time of David; Jesus fits it perfectly. 
Life Questions: Have you ever seen good come out of suffering for your friends or family? " 
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PSALM 23:5 


SYou prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies 

You anoint my head with oil) 
my cup overflows. 

sSurely goodness and love will follow me 
all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the LOR? 
forever 


Psalm 24 
Of David. A psalm, 


1The earth is the Lorv’s, and everything in it 
the world, and all who live in it; 

Dor he founded it upon the seas 
and established it upon the waters. 


3Who may ascend the hill of the Lorp? 
Who may stand in his holy place? 

4He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
who does not lift up his soul to an idol 
or swear by what is false." 

5He will receive blessing from the Lorp 
and vindication from God his Savior. 

‘Such is the generation of those who seek 

him 

who seek your face, O God of Jacob." 


Selah 


7Lift up your heads, O you gates; 
be lifted up, you ancient doors, 
that the King of glory may come in. 
8Who is this King of glory? 
The Lorp strong and mighty, 
the Lorp mighty in battle. 
SLift up your heads, O you gates; 
lift them up, you ancient doors, 
that the King of glory may come in, 
10Who is he, this King of glory? 
The Lorp Almighty— 


he is the King of glory. Selah 


Psalm 25¢ 


Of David. 


1To you, O Lorp, | lift up my soul; 
2 in you! trust, O my God. 
Do not let me be put to shame, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3No one whose hope is in you 
will ever be put to shame, 
but they will be put to shame 
who are treacherous without excuse. 


4Show me your ways, O Lorp, 
teach me your paths; 
5guide me in your truth and teach me, 
for you are God my Savior, 
and my hope is in you all day long. 
6Remember, O Lorp, your great mercy and 
love, 
for they are from of old. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth 


“4 Or swear falsely 


*6 Two Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac (see also Septuagint); most Hebrew manuscripts face. ico 
Ae npn Aaa phitherers i inncleepiime zai 


ba way 2 
“ts love yememberme, = 
™ |, © LORD. . es * 
et tin the LORD, ab 
ft to sinners in his ways. 
*He guides ble in what is right “yi 


and teaches ay. 
WAIL the wage oh ent are loving and. 
faithful 


for those Who keep the demands of his 


covenant, 
lor the sake of your name, O LORP, 
forgive my iniquity, though it 6 great. 
!2Who, then, is the man that fears the LORD? 
He will instruct him in the way chosen 


him. 
\3He will spend his days in prosperity, 
and his descendants will inherit the land. 
\4The Lorb confides in those who fear him, 
he makes his covenant known to them. 
ISMy eyes are ever on the Lorp, . 
for only he will release my feet from the 


snare. 


l6Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
for Lam lonely and afflicted. 
17The troubles of my heart have multiplied; 
free me from my anguish. - 
18Look upon my affliction and my distress 
and take away all my sins. 
19See how my enemies have increased 
and how fiercely they hate me! 
20Guard my life and rescue me; 
let me not be put to shame, 
for | take refuge in you. . 
21May integrity and uprightness protect me, 
because my hope is in you. 


2Redeem Israel, O God, 
from all their troubles! 


ing 
im 


Psalm 26 
Of David. 


1Vindicate me, O Lorv, 
for I have led a blameless life; 
I have trusted in the Lorv 
without wavering. 
2Test me, O Lorp, and try me, 
examine my heart and my mind; 
3for your love is ever before me, 
and I walk continually in your truth. 
4] do not sit with deceitful men, 
nor do I consort with hypocrites; 
51 abhor the assembly of evildoers _ . 
and refuse to sit with the wicked. 
61 wash my hands in innocence, 
and go about your altar, O Lor, 
7prociaiming aloud your praise — rt | 
and telling of all your wonderful deeds, 
51 love the house where you live, O Lorp, 
the place where your glory dwells. 


owl 


— 
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9Do not take away My soul 
my life with bi 

cin whose hand: 
whose right life: 

' nad a blameless life; 

ge Th ind be merciful to me 


redeem me 


n level ground; 
bly | will praise the Lorp. 


LuMy feet stand or 
in the great assem! 


Psalm 27 
Of David 


The Lorp is my light and my salvation— 

whom shall | fear? 
The Lorp is the stronghold of my life— 
t whom shall I be afraid? 
2When evil men advance against me 

to devour my flesh,* 
when my enemies and my foes attack me, 

they will stumble and fall. 
3Though an army besiege me, 

my heart will not fear; 
though war break out against me, 

even then will | be confident 


4One thing I ask of the Lorp, 
this is what I seek: 
that | may dwell in the house of the Lorp 
all the days of my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of the Lorp 
and to seek him in his temple. 
5For in the day of trouble 
he will keep me safe in his dwelling; 
he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle 


and set me high upon a rock. the pit. 
‘Then my head will be exalted 2Hear my cry for mercy - 
above the enemies who surround me; as | call to you for help, Bie 
as | lift up my hands ; 
———_—_———_——— toward your Most Holy Place. 
26:1 Self-Righteous? 3Do not drag me away with the wicked, 
This claim to be blameless or righteous—repeated with those who do evil, 
many times in other psalms—should not be who speak cordially with their neighbors 
stretched too far. Whenever the psalmists but harbor malice in their hearts. f 
examined themselves before God, they 4Repay them for their deeds ¢ , 
scimowedged thet dep seed fr feretes Gee | ayes econ 
:2; 19:12; 32:1-5; 23). the: i 

Here, though, the issue is God's fairness. vase pera se them what aie 
betes lite about life after death, the psalmists deserve. et Pee 
ex that good people would do better in thi i = 2 az 
life than bad people. They bobamprindh sire is *Since they show Sif paSS Gio nate 
when they did not. Didn't God control every a ure ; 
event? In calling for justice, they emphasized that and what his hands have done, 
they had been more faithful to God than their he will tear them down 
enemies. and never build them up again. roy 

Compared to the people plotting murder and 6Prai Lorp, 3 
betrayal against him, the psalmist was blameless. In for | ag Rea ire, - So Pil Se 
a wholehearted, sincere way he had followed God. 7The Lor i my cry for mercy. 
He was no hypocrite. He responds like a person as! strength and my shield; 
paparing in court about his traffic accident: “My Kis poet trusts in him, andi am helped. 

riving is blameless.” He doesn’t mean he never ¥ leaps for joy 

makes a mistake. He means only that he doesn’t and | will give thanks to himin song. 
deserve punishment. ‘The Lorp is the strength of his people, = 
—. ,  e Pa a fortress of salvation for his anointed 
2 Orto-slanderme *8 Or To you. O.my heart, he has said, “Seck my , 


PSALM 26:6 
at hip tabernacle will I sacrifice with shaute of 


joys 
Iwill jae and make music to the Lown, 
7Hear my voice when I call, O Lone; 
« be merciful to me and anwwer me. 
My heart says of you, “Seek his? face!” 
Your face, Loxp, I will seek. 
9Do not hide your face from me, 
do not turn your servant away in anger) 
you have been my helper, 
Do not reject me or forsake me, 
O God my Savior. 
\oThough my father and mother forsake me, 
the Lorp will receive me, 
1Teach me your way, O LORD; 
lead me in a straight path 
because of my oppressors. n 
12Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes, 
for false witnesses rise up against me, 
breathing out violence. 


13] am still confident of this: 
1 will see the goodness of the Loxo cd 
in the land of the living. wort 
14Wait for the LorD; (im 
be strong and take heart wT 
and wait for the Lor. 


Psalm 28 } 
Of David. ts 
1To you I call, O Lorp my Rock; ~ r 
do not turn a deaf ear to me. 


For if you remain silent, 
1 will be like those who have gone down to 


PSALM 28:9 


%Save your people and bless your inheritance; 
be their shepherd and carry them forever. 


Psalm 29 


A psalm of David 


1Ascribe to the Lorp, O mighty ones, 
ascribe to the Lorp glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the Lorp the glory due his name; 
worship the Lorp in the splendor of his# 
holiness, 


3The voice of the Lorp is over the waters; 
the God of glory thunders, 
the Lorp thunders over the mighty waters. 

4The voice of the Lorp is powerful; 
the voice of the Lorp is majestic. 

5The voice of the Lorp breaks the cedars; 
the Lorp breaks in pieces the cedars of 

Lebanon. 

6He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
Sirion? like a young wild ox. 

7The voice of the Lorp strikes 
with flashes of lightning. 

5The voice of the Lorp shakes the desert; 
‘the Lorp shakes the Desert of Kadesh. 

The voice of the Lorp twists the oaks¢ 
and strips the forests bare. 

And in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 


10The Lor sits¢ enthroned over the flood; 
the Lorp is enthroned as King forever. 

The Lorp gives strength to his people; 
the Lorp blesses his people with peace. 


Psalm 30 


A psalm. A song. For the dedication of the 
temple.¢ Of David 


1] will exalt you, O Lorp, 

for you lifted me out of the depths 

and did not let my enemies gloat over me. 
20 Lorp my God, I called to you for help 

and you healed me. 
30 Lorp, you brought me up from the gravef; 


you spared me from going down into the pit. 


4Sing to the Lorp, you saints of his; 
praise his holy name. 

5For his anger lasts only a moment, 
but his favor lasts a lifetime; 

weeping may remain for a night, 
but rejoicing comes in the morning. 


6When I felt secure, I said, 
“1 will never be shaken.” 
70 Lorp, when you favored me, 
you made my mountains stand firm; 
but when you hid your face, 
I was dismayed. 
8To you, O Lorp, I called; 
to the Lord I cried for mercy: 
%What gain is there in my destruction, 


%6 That is, Mount Hermon 
£7 Or hill country 


“2 Or Low with the splendor of 
palace '3 Hebrew Sheol 


"9 Or there if | am silenced 


in my going down into the pit? 
Will the dust Praise you? 

Will it proclaim your faithfulness? 1 i 

10Hear, O Lor, and be merciful to me; 
O Lorp, be my help.” 


11You turned my wailing into dancing; > 
you removed my sackcloth and clothed me 
with joy, 
12that my heart may sing to you and not be 
silent, q 
O Lorp my God, I will give you thanks 
forever. 


Psalm 31 
For the director of music. A psalm of David. 


1n you, O Lorp, I have taken refuge; 
let me never be put to shame; 
deliver me in your righteousness. 
2Turn your ear to me, 
come quickly to my rescue; 
be my rock of refuge, 
a strong fortress to save me- 
3Since you are my rock and my fortress, 
for the sake of your name lead and guide 
me. 
4Free me from the trap that is set for me, 
for you are my refuge. 
SInto your hands I commit my spirit; 
redeem me, O Lorp, the God of truth. 


61 hate those who cling to worthless idols; 
I trust in the Lorp. 
71 will be glad and rejoice in your love, _ 
for you saw my affliction 
and knew the anguish of my soul, 
8You have not handed me over to the enemy 
but have set my feet in a spacious place. 


°Be merciful tome, O Lor, for | am in distress; 
my eyes grow weak with sorrow, 
my soul and my body with grief. 
10My life is consumed by anguish 
and my years by groaning; 
my strength fails because of my affliction, 
and my bones grow weak, 
11Because of all my enemies, 
1am the utter contempt of my neighbors; 
lama dread to my friends— 
those who see me on the street flee from me. 
121 am forgotten by them as though I were dead; 
I have become like broken pottery. ; 
13For I hear the slander of many; 
there is terror on every side; 
they conspire against me » 
and plot to take my life. 


‘4But I trust in you, O Lorp; 
I say, “You are my God.” "ad 


1SMy times are in your hands; Bad ‘s 
deliver me from my enemies — WHE = Sg 
and from those who pursue me. mbes 

16Let your face shine on your servant; reer > 

‘9 Or Lon makes the deer give birth 410 Orsat_ Tile Or 


"10 Or guilt 


GEE WR 0 eee EEE 


481 


Jove. 


ave me in your unfailing | 
_ © Lorp, 


Let me not be put to shame, 


for L have cried out to yous 
but let the wie ked be put to shame 


and | antin the grave 
IRL et ying lips be silenced, 
for with pride and contempt 
they speak arrogantly against the righteous. 


sile 


How great is YOUr goodness, 
which you have stored up for those who fear 
you, 
which you bestow in the sight of men 
on those who take refuge in you. 
In the shelter of your presence you hide them 
from the intrigues of menj 
in your dwelling you keep, them safe 
from accusing tongues. 


21Praise be to the Lorb, 
for he showed his wonderful love to me 
when I was in a besieged city. 
2In my alarm I said, 
|.am cut off from your sight!” 
Yet you heard my cry for mercy 
when I called to you for help. 


3Love the Lor, all his saints! 
The Lorp preserves the faithful, 
but the proud he pays back in full. 
24Be strong and take heart, 
all you who hope in the Lorp. 


Psalm 32 


Of David. A maskil.’ 


IBlessed is he 
whose transgressions are forgiven, 
whese sins are covered 
Blessed is the man 
whose sin the-Lorp does not count against 
him 
and in whose spirit is no deceit, 
3When I kept silent, 
my bones wasted away 
through my groaning all day long. 
4For day and night 
your hand was heavy upon me; 
my strength was sapped 
as in the heat of summer. Selah 
5Then I acknowledged my sin to you 
and did not cover up my iniquity. 
I said, “I will confess 
my transgressions to the Lorp’— 


ee 
32:2 The Benefits of Faith 


Paul quoted this verse in Romans 4:6-8, while 
making his case that we do not earn status in God’s 
oa God must credit righteousness on the basis of 
arth. 

—— am 


#17 Hebrew Sheol *Title: Probably a literary or musical term: 


PSALM 33:14 


ind you forgave 
and y' re ela 


the guilt of my sin. 


oTherefore let everyone who is godly pray to 


you 
while you may be found) 


surely when the mighty waters rise, 


they will not reach him, 


TYou are my hiding place; 


you will protect me from trouble 
and surround me with songs of Ri 


4{ will instruct you and teach you in the way, 


you should go; 
1 will counsel you and watch over your 


9Do not be like the horse or the mule, 


which have no understanding 
but must be controlled by bit and bridle 
or they will not come to you, 


l0Many are the woes of the wicked, . 


but the Lorp’s unfailing love 
surrounds the man who trusts in him, 


MURejoice in the Lorv and be glad, you 


righteous; 
sing, all you who are upright in heart! 


Psalm 33 


1Sing joyfully to the Lorp, you righteous; 
it is fitting for the upright to praise him, 
2Praise the Lorp with the harp; 
make music to him on the ten-stringed 
lyre. 
3Sing to him a new song; 
play skillfully, and shout for joy. 


4For the word of the Lorp is right and true; 
he is faithful in all he does. 

5The Lor loves righteousness and justice; 
the earth is full of his unfailing love. 


6By the word of the Lorp were the heavens 
made, 

their starry host by the breath of his mouth. 
7He gathers the waters of the sea into jars* 

he puts the deep into storehouses. 
8Let all the earth fear the Lorp; 

let all the people of the world revere him. 
9For he spoke, and it came to be; 

he commanded, and it stood firm. 
10The Lorp foils the plans of the nations; 

he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 
11But the plans of the Lorp stand firm forever, 

the purposes of his heart through all 

generations. 

12Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lorp, 

the people he chose for his inheritance, 
13From heaven the Lorp looks down 

and sees all mankind; 
14from his dwelling place he watches 

all who live on earth— » 


°7 Or seaas into.a heap 


PSALM 33:15 482 


'She who forms the hearts of all, 

who considers everything they do. 
16No king is saved by the size of his army; 

no warrior escapes by his great strength. 
17A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; 

despite all its great strength it cannot save. 
‘8But the eyes of the Lorp are on those who fear 

him, 

on those whose hope is in his unfailing love, 
1%to deliver them from death 

and keep them alive in famine, 


20We wait in hope for the Lorp; 
he is our help and our shield. 

21In him our hearts rejoice, 
for we trust in his holy name. 

22May your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lorp, 
even as we put our hope in you. 


Poalm 34° 
insane before 


Of David. When he ded to be 
Abimelech, who drove him away, and he left. 


1 will extol the Loxp at all times; 


his praise will always be on my lips- 
y ite Will boast in the Loan; 1 
et the afflicted hear and rejoice. 
3Glorify the Lox with me; 
let us his name together. é 


‘I sought the Loxp, and he answered me; 
he delivered me from all my fears. 

a whe look to him are Basin et 
their faces are never covered with shame. 

‘This poor man called, and the Loxp heard him; ~~ 
he saved him out of al! his troubles. 


“This psalm ts an acrostic poem, the verses of which begin with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet 


k= &=»6=S—<“—i‘OS 


Lyrics for the Living God 


The psalms were meant to be sung—and shouted 


Sing to him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for Joy, 33:3 
illiam Booth, believing the 19th-century English church had become too refined to reach the 


W cities’ poor, took the gospel into the streets. 
army,” complete with uniforms and military rank. 


He organized his workers into a “salvation 


‘t always find preaching easy or safe. A 


With hecklers and drunks abounding, the “army” didn 
local builder, Charles William Fry, offered himself and his three sons as bodyguards. As it 
carried along to accompany singing. 


happened all four played brass instruments, which they 
ging along concertinas, bells, hunting horns, banjos, 


Booth’s rowdier supporters were soon dra 
Si one leader, “It sounds as if a brass band’s gone 


tambourines, and drums to praise the Lord. 
out of its mind.” 


Salvation Army recruits did not stick to traditional hymns but invented their own words for 
popular tunes, “Here’s to Good Old Whiskey” became “Storm the Forts of Darkness.” 


rousin; 
ed his doubts about this trend until one night, hearing a beautiful rendition of 


Booth 


Name, He Sets Me Free,” he asked about the tune. “Why, Mr. Booth, that's 


Is My Name,’ the embarrassed singer replied. 


“Bless His 
‘Champagne Charlie 


“That settles it,” Booth said. “Why should the devil have all the best tunes?” Soon 400 bands 
were crashing about England, playing hit tunes with Christian words. 


The Best Music Available 


psalms were meant to be sung, 


David and his people would have liked that spirit. Many of the 
and sung joyfully. Modern church formality seems far removed from their frequent command: 


“Sing for joy! Shout aloud!” Their instruments included 
horns, harps, and lyres. Sometimes dancing erup' 
can’t contain the delight God inspires. A new song must be sun; 


the earth, burst into jubilant song’ (98:4). 


First Chronicles 15:16 and 23:5 report that David appointed 4 
provide their services to the temple. They offered the best musi 


cymbals, tambourines, trumpets, ram's 


ted. The world, in the psalmist’s imagination, 


B- “Shout for joy to the Loko, all 


,000 professional musicians to 
ic available, and the cong 
but scholars doubt it was all soft an 


ion 


joined in. Nobody knows exactly what it sounded like, 
ts used suggest rousing, thythmic sound. 


soothing. Musicians improvised. Most of the instrument 
Every generation of Christians renews the discovery of this “ni 


music of their forebears, sometimes in a form that sh 
s. David would not have been surprised. He jolted 
they 


Chronicles 15:29). When 


did, and so did the Jesus Movement of the 60’ 
his own wife with spontaneous dancing (see 1 
come to life with a jubilant song on their lips. 


Life Questions: When 


_ NeW song,” sometimes through the 
jocks their solemn elders, The Salvation Army 


people know God, 


you sing to God, what kind of emotions do you hope to feel? What kind of music 


contributes to that? 
“ 


ug, 5 children, listen to mye; 
‘Toil teach you the fear of 'Yre Loup. 


¢fatth. 
7The nghteous cry Out, and the Lorp hears 
them; 


he delivers them from all their troubles. 
The Loxo is close to the brokenhearted 

and saves those who are crushed in spirit 
‘4 righteous man may have many troubles, 

but the Loxo delivers him from them all; 
he protects all his bones, 

not one of them will be broken, ‘ 
Evil will slay the wicked; 

the foes of the righteous will be condemned. 
The Lowe redeems his servants; 

no one will be condemned who takes refuge 

‘th him. 


Psalm 35 
Of David. ? 


'Contend, O Lono, with those who contend * 
with me; 
fight against those who fight against me. 
“Take up shield and buckler; 
arine and come to my aid. 


44:9 Is God Frightening? 


“Fear of the Lono’’ is a phrase you find frequently 

Laren ame a 
ir ly not, “ 

pena became a standard phrase for a ' 

relationshi 


Fahy: Buty hat we dare nt take hi 
fi on 

secur as pan hea aus ot deaal 
A 


4) Or ond Vlock the way "6 Septuagint; Hebrew may mean 


PSALM 35:24 


NVindicate me in your righteousness, O Lorp 
my God; 
do not let them gloat over me, 
25De not let them think, “Aha, just what we 
wanted!” 
or say, “We have swallowed him up.” 


2May all who gloat over my distress 
be put to shame and contusion; 
may all who exalt themselves over me 
be clothed with shame and disgrace. 
2”May those who delight in my vindication 
shout for joy and gladness; 
may they always say, “The Lorp be exalted, 
who delights in the well-being of his 
servant.” 
28My tongue will speak of your 
righteousness 
and of your praises all day long. 


Psalm 36 


For the director of music. Of David the servant of 
the Lorp. 


1An oracle is within my heart 
concerning the sinfulness of the wicked:# 
There is no fear of God 
before his eyes. 
2For in his own eyes he flatters himself 
too much to detect or hate his sin. 
3The words of his mouth are wicked and 
deceitful; 
he has ceased to be wise and to do 
good 
4Even on his bed he plots evil; 
he commits himself to a sinful course 
and does not reject what is wrong. 


5Your love, O Lorp, reaches to the heavens, 
your faithfulness to the skies. 
6Your righteousness is like the mighty 
mountains, 
your justice like the great deep. 
O Lorp, you preserve both man and beast. 
7 How priceless is your unfailing love! 
Both high and low among men 
find? refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
8They feast on the abundance of your house; 
you give them drink from your river of 
delights. 
°For with you is the fountain of life; 
in your light we see light. 


10Continue your love to those who know you, 


or tay 
Of David. ey 
of evil men 
8 of those who do WFORB 
Yor rte ie erage will soon wither, . 
like green a 
Trust in thy Lorp and 
dwell in te land mae enjoy a ae pasture, 
‘Delight yourtelf in the | 
and he will We you ires of your 


heart. 
5Commit your wa).to the Lomb; 
trust in him and he will do this: 
6He will make your i hlecnienaae guns like the 
dawn, 
the justice of your Se like the hoonday 
sun. 


7Be still Parag the Lorp ad wait patiently for 


do not aah when men succeed in their ways, 
when they carry out their wicked schemes. 


Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; 
do not fret—it leads only to evil. 
9For evil men will be cut off, 
but those who hope in the Loro will inherit 
the land. 
10A little while, and the wicked will be no more; 
though you look for them, they will not be 
found. 
11But the meek will inherit the land 
and enjoy great peace. 
12The wicked plot against the righteous 
and gnash their teeth at them; 
13put the Lord laughs at the wicked, — 
for he knows their day is coming. 


MThe wicked draw the sword 
and bend the bow 
to bring down the poor and needy, 
to slay those whose ways are upright. 
15But their swords will pierce their own hearts, 
and their bows will be broken. 


l6Better the little that the nghteous have 
than the wealth of many wicked; 

17for the power of the wicked will be broken, 
but the Lorp upholds the righteous. 


18The days of the blameless are known to the 
Lorp, 
and their inheritance will endure forever. 
19[n times of disaster they will not wither; = 
in days of famine they will enjoy plenty. 


waar 20But the wicked will sh: - 
your righteousness to the upright in heart. Pex 
11May the foot of the proud not come against ae pee will be like the beauty “ 
me, rt ve mca 
nor the hand of the wicked drive me they will vanish—vanish like smoke, 
away. 21The wicked borrow anddonot repay, 
12See how the evildoers lie fallen— but the righteous give generously; 


thrown down, not able to rise! 2those the Lorp blesses will inherit theland, 


“1 Or heart: / Sin proceeds from the wicked, °7 Or love, O God! / Men peTienateeriti den. aes 
is an acrostic poem, the stanzas of which begin wth the decdiaaioe letheena aE SSeAaNNDE mien int 


but those he curses will be fut off. 


231f the Lorp delights in a mar/s way, 
he makes his steps firm, 

24though he stumble, he will jot fall, 
for the Lorp upholds hirh with his hand. 


25] was young and now lam old, 
yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken 
or their children begging bread. 
26They are always generous and lend freely; 
their children will be blessed, 
27Turn from evil and do good; 
then you will dwell in the land forever. 
28For the Lorp loves the just 
and will not forsake his faithful ones. 
They will be protected forever, 
but the offspring of the wicked will be cut 
off; 
2%the righteous will inherit the land 
and dwell in it forever. 


30The mouth of the righteous man utters 
wisdom, 
and his tongue speaks what is just. 
31The law of his God is in his heart; 
his feet do not slip. 
32The wicked lie in wait for the righteous, 
seeking their very lives; 
33but the Lorp will not leave them in their 
power 
or let them be condemned when brought to 
trial 
4Wait for the Lorp 
and keep his way 
He will exalt you to inherit the land; 
when the wicked are cut off, you will see it, 


35] have seen a wicked and ruthless man 
flourishing like a green tree in its native soil, 
%but he soon passed away and was no more; 
though | looked for him, he could not be 
found. 


37Consider the blameless, observe the upright; 
there is a future for the man of peace. 
38But all sinners will be destroyed; 
the future? of the wicked will be cut off. 


#The salvation of the righteous comes from the 
Lorp; 
he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 
#The Lorp helps them and delivers them; 
he delivers them from the wicked and saves 
them, 
because they take refuge in him, 


Psalm 38 
A psalm of David. A petition. 


10 Lorp, do not rebuke me in your anger 
or discipline me in your wrath. 

2For your arrows have pierced me, 
and your hand has come down upon me, 


417 Or there will be pusterity "M8 Or pntenity 


lMy friends and companions, 


all day long I go about ae 
™My back is filled with searing in; 
there is no health in my he 
81 am feeble and utterly crushed; ~ 
I groan in anguish of heart. 
9All my longings lie open before you, O Lord; 
my sighing is not hidden from you. “S 


10My heart pounds, my strength fails me; 


even the light has gone from my eyes. 
avoid me because 
of my wounds; 
my neighbors stay far away. 
12Those who seek my life set their traps, 
those who would harm me talk of my ruin; 
all day long they plot deception. 
13] am like a deaf man, who cannot hear, 
like a mute, who cannot open his mouth; 
MI have become like a man who does not hear, 
whose mouth can offer no reply. 
15] wait for you, O Lorp; 
you will answer, O Lord my God. 
16For I said, “Do not let them gloat 
or exalt themselves over me when my foot 


\7For I am about to fall, 
and my pain is ever with me. 
18] confess my iniquity; 
1 am troubled by my sin. - 
19Many are those who are my Vigorous enemies; 
those who hate me without reason are 
numerous. 
Those who repay my good with evil 
slander me when I pursue what is good. 
210 Lorp, do not forsake me; 
be not far from me, O my God. 
2Come quickly to help me, 
O Lord my Savior. 


\ } Psalm 39 
For the director of music. For Jeduthun, 
A psalm of David. 


11 said, “I will watch my ways 

ané keep my tongue from sin; 

I will put a muzzle on my mouth 

as long as the wicked are in my presence.” 
ait wick tesa 

not even saying anything 

my anguish increased. 
3My heart grew hot within me, 

and as | meditated, the fire burned; 
then | spoke with my tongue; 


PSALM 39:4 486 


4"Show me, O Lorn, my life's end , 
and the number of my days; 
Jet me know how fleeting is my life. 
sYou have made my days 4m ere handbreadth; 
the span of my years is @ s nothing before 
you 
i. Each mar ue is Ky a breath Selah 
Man is 4 mere phante jm as he goes to and fro: 
He bustles about, put only in vain; 
he heaps up We alth, not knowing who will 
getit 
But now, Le ed, what do I look for? 
waht NOPE in you 
3 fom all my transgressions; 
. 3 " st make me the scorn of fools. 
® ¢silent; }would not open my mouth, 
for you are the one who has done this. 
Remove your scourge from me; 
lam overcome by the blow of your hand. 
1!You rebuke and discipline men for their sin; 
you consume their wealth like a moth— 
each man is but a breath. Selah 


12"Hear my prayer, O Lorp, 
listen to my cry for help; 
be not deaf to my weeping. 
For I dwell with you as an alien, 
a stranger, as all my fathers were. 
13Look away from me, that I may rejoice again 
before I depart and am no more.” 


Psalm 40 


For the director of music. Of David. A psalm. 


1] waited patiently for the Lorp; 

he turned to me and heard my cry. 
2He lifted me out of the slimy pit, 

out of the mud and mire; 
he set my feet on a rock 

and gave me a firm place to stand. 
3He put a new song in my mouth, 

a hymn of praise to our God. 
Many will see and fear 

and put their trust in the Lorp. 


4Blessed is the man 
who makes the Loro his trust, 
who does not look to the proud, 
to those who turn aside to false gods.¢ 


———— ee onmee 
39:10 Wrestling with God 

Not all the psalms have a happy ending. Some, 

such as this one and Psalms 44 and 88, are 

intensely sad. They try to make sense out of 
suffering, and fail. They ask God for help zmd 
receive none. The Bible’s inclusion of sucin 

hopeless cries eloquently testifies to God’s 
acceptance of human struggles. These psalms are 
not the final word on suffering. They show, 
however, that wrestling with God has value even 
when you fail to find answers. 

——_—_—_$£_$_$_ LT 


“4 On to falsehood 
opened 47 Or come / with the scroll written for me 


6 Hebrew; Septuagint bul « body you have prepared for me (see also Symmachus ant Theedotion) 


SMany, O Lorp_my God,” ee . 
are the wonders you have, ; wil 
The things you planned for 
no one can recount to you; 
were Lto speak aryd tell of them, 
they would be too many to declare. 


Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 
but my ears you have pierced’; 

burnt offer and sin offerings “a - 
you did nét/require. 

7Then | said, ‘Here { am, | have come— 
it is written about me in the seroll.¢ 

81 desire to do your will, O my God; 
your law is within my heart.” 


91 proclaim fighteousness in the great assembly; 
I do not seal my lips, 
as you Iknow, O Lorp. 
10] do not hide your righteousness in my heart; 
I speal< of your faithfulness and salvation. 
1 do not conceal your love and your truth 
* from the great assembly, 


Do not; withhold your mercy from me, O Lorp; 
may) your love and your truth always protect 


me. 
12For Gables without number surround me; 
my; sins have overtaken me, and I cannot 


see. 
They are more than the hairs of my head, 
and my heart fails within me. 


13Be plensed, O Lorp, to save me; 
() Lorw, come quickly to help me. 
14May all who seek to take my life 
‘be put to shame and confusion; 
raay all who desire my ruin 
be turned back in disgrace. 
V'sMay those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!”” 
be appalled at their own shame. 
6But may all who seek you 
rejoice and be glad in you; 
may those who love your salvation always say, 
“The Lorv be exalted!” 


17Yet | am poor and needy; 
may the Lord think of me. 
You are my help and my deliverer; 
O my God, do not delay. 


Psalm 41 
For the director of music. A psalm of David. 


1Blessed is he who has regard forthe weak; ) 
the Lorp delivers him in times of trouble. 
2The Lorp will protect him and preserve his 
life; 
he will bless him in the land 
and not surrender him to the desire of his 
foes. 
3The Lorp will sustain him on his sickbed. 
and restore him from his bed of illness, 


4] said, “O Lor, have mercy on me; 
Or 


coee 
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heal me, for] have sinned against you sb: 
SMy enemies say of me in malice, 4 
“When will he die and his name periuh? 


6Whenever one comes to see Me, 
he speaks falsely, while his heart gathers 


slander, 
then he goes out and spreads it abroad. 
r against me; 


All my enemies whisper togethe' 
they imagine the worst for me, Saying, 
8A vile disease has beset him; 
he will never get up from the 
lies.” 
9Even my close friend, whom I trusted, 
he who shared my bread, 
has lifted up his heel against me. 
10But you, O Lor, have mercy on me; 
raise me up, that] may repay them. 
11] know that you are pleased with me, 
for my enemy does not triumph over me. 
12In my integrity you uphold me 
and set me in your presence forever. 


place where he 


1sPraise be to the Lorp, the God of Istael, 
from everlasting to everlasting. 
Amen and Amen. 


BOOK II 


Psalms 42-72 


Psalm 42¢ 


For the director of music. A maskilb of the Sons 
of Korah 


1As the deer pants for streams of water, 
so my soul pants for you, O God. 
2My soul fhirsts for God, for the living God. 
When can I go and meet with God? 
3My tears have been my food 
day and night, 
while men say to me all day long, 
“Where is your God?” 
4These things I remember 
as I pour out my soul: ~ 
how I used to go with the multitude, 


—_—_—_—_—— TT 


41:1 A Key Characteristic 
The psalmist was severely ill. Enemies and 
rivals—and even a close friend, verse 9— 
whispered that he was dying. What made him so 
confident that God would heal him? He knew that 
God helps those who show “regard for the weak.” 
Since he had shown integrity in this, he confidently 
expected God to show mercy to him. Jesus 
reflected this value when he said, “Blessed are the 
ric am for they will be shown mercy” (Matthew 
17). 
Ee 


*in many Hebrew manuscripts Psalms 42 and 43 constitute one psalm. "Tule: Probably 2 literary or muasical term atm 
Boe te ee arr cat ichren marenerigns pe hier tact tet ae tl < 


PSALM 49:5 
Jeading the procession to the house of Ged, 3 


with shouts of joy and 
among, the festive throng. ¢ 


SWhy are you downcast, O my «ns? 
Why 60 disturbed me? 
Put your hope in God, 
for | will yet praise him, 
my Savior and my God, 


My soul is downcast withinmne; 
therefore | will you 
from the land of the Jordan, 
the heights of Mount Mizar. 
7Deep calls to deep 
in the roar of your waterfalls; 
all your waves breakers 
have swept over me, 


By day the Loxp directs his love, 
at night his song is with me— 
a prayer to the God of my life. 


4 say to God my Rock, 

“Why have you forgotten me? 

about mourning, 

by the enemy?” 
10My bones suffer mortal agony 

as my foes taunt me, 

saying to me all day long, 
“Where is your God?” 


lWhy are you downcast, O my soul? 
Why so disturbed within me? 4 
Put your hope in God, 
for | will yet praise him, 
my Savior and my God. 


Psalm 43 


1Vindicate me, O God, 
and plead my cause against an ungodly 
nation; 
rescue me from deceitful and wicked men- 
2You are God my stronghold. 


let them guide me; 
let them bring me to your holy mountain, 
to the place where you dwell. 
4Then will I go to the altar of God, 
to God, my joy and my delight. 
I will praise you with the harp, 
O God, my God. * 


SWhy are you downcast, O my soul? 
Why so disturbed within me? 
Put your hope in God, 
for | will yet praise him, 
my Savior and my God. ery 
Ph 


PSALM 44:1 


Psalm 44 


For the director of music. Of the Sons of Korah. 
A masial.® 


iWe have heard with our ears, O God; 
our fathers have told us 

what you did in their days, 
in days long ago. 

2With your hand you drove out the nations 
and planted our fathers; 

you crushed the peoples 
and made our fathers flourish. 

3t was not by their sword that they won the 

land. 

nor did their arm bring them victory; 

it was your right hand, your arm, 
and the light of your face, for you loved 

them. 

#You are my King and my God, 
who decrees? victories for Jacob. 

sThrough you we push back our enemies; 
through your name we trample our foes, 

61 do not trust in my bow, " 
my sword does not bring me victory; 

7but you give us victory over our enemies, 
you put our adversaries to shame. 

SIn God we make our boast all day long, 


and we will praise your name forever. Selah 


But now you have rejected and humbled us; 
you no longer go out with our armies. 
19You made us retreat before the enemy, 
and our adversaries have plundered us. 
21You gave us up to be devoured like sheep 
and have scattered us among the nations. 
12You sold your people for a pittance, 
gaining nothing from their sale. 


13You have made us a reproach to our 
neighbors, 
he scora and derision of those around us. 
‘You have made us a byword among the 
nations; 
the peoples shake their heads at us. 
5My disgrace is before me all day long, 
and my face is covered with shame 
Yat the taunts of those who reproach and revile 
me, 
because of the enemy, who is bent on 
revenge 


7A}l this happened to us, 

though we had not forgotten you 

or been false to your covenant. 
14)ur hearts had not turned back; 

our feet had not strayed from your path. 
1%But you crushed us and made us a haunt for 

jackals 
and covered us over with deep darkness. 


21 we had forgotten the name of our God 
or spread out our hands to a foreign god, 
Zwould not God have discovered it, 
since he knows the secrets of the heart? 


‘Title Prooathy 4 literary of ousical term 
he i» arom the gifts 


22Yet for your sake we face death all day longs 
we are considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered, 


BAwake, O Lord! Why do you sleep? > 7 
aiving ae Maes: Do not reject us forever, é 
Vhy do you hide your face 
and forget our misery and oppression? 
25We are brought down to the dust; 
our bodies cling to the ground. 
26Rise up and help us; 
redeem us because of your unfailing love. 


Psalm 45 


For the director of music, To 
Of the Sons of Korah. A 


IMy heart is stirred by a noble theme 
as I recite my verses for the king; 
my tongue is the pen of a skillful writer. 
2You are the most excellent of men 
and your lips have been anointed with grace, 
since God has blessed you forever. 
3Gird your sword upon your side, O mighty 
one; 
clothe yourself with splendor and majesty. 
4In your majesty ride forth victoriously 
in behalf of truth, humility and 
righteousness; 
let your right hand display awesome deeds. 
SLet your sharp arrows pierce the hearts of the 
king’s enemies; 
let the nations fall beneath your feet. 
6Your throne, O God, will last for ever and 
ever; 
a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your 
kingdom. 
7You love righteousness and hate wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has set you above 
your companions 
by anointing you with the oil of joy. 
8All your robes are fragrant with myrrh and 
aloes and cassia; 
from palaces adorned with ivory 
the music of the strings makes you glad. 
*Daughters of kings are among your 
women; 
at your right hand is the royal bride in gold 
of ir. > 
10Listen, O daughter, consider and give ear: 
Forget your people and your father’s house. 
The king is enthralled by your beauty; 


tune of, “Lilies.” 
4 A wedding S0ng- 


honor him, for he is your lord. : 
12The Daughter of Tyre will come with a gift, 
men of wealth will seek your favor. 
BAI glorious is the princess within her 
chamber, ae 
het gown is inharwqianaeeaaoe Bale 
14In embroidered garments she is led to the king; 
her virgin com Te 
and are brought to you, 
4 Septuagint, Aquila and Syriac; Hebrew King, O God; / command 12 Ov A Tyriam 
ae hh o oT 


ri ———— EEE 


WE hey ave led in with joy and mladiene, 
they enter the palace af the king. 


Your sone will lake the place at your fahere, 


POALM Mt 
aries shee erveusevtaine Fal Hee tive Rael Of Pee 


oh, 
wh ito winters rome nnd ferent 
ane mensntairn quale with thee wet 


you will make them prinees tireughaut Ne f° 
land ver mace 
17 will per utuate your memory through all here wen a oe mune aa 
Cab phe the hy place Phe tive Newt bigs dre 
therefore the nations Will praise you forever Cid is w/\thiiey fer, he with rier ball 
and Svar God will hel hae at trate of day. 
opjations are in uproar, Ke i 
asin 6a hie litte hie venice, thre earthy mete, 
ee 7hve Larue Alnnigghity bo v/ithy 07 
the God of jacob ie our fortress. Selah 
For the director of runic. Of the Gone of Kanab: 
‘According to wlamoth A sor mome and see the works Lbs ds NO a, 
the dew he om 
IGod is our refuge and strength, ‘Whe makes vars cease to the ends of the earthy, 
an ever-p! help in trouble he breaks the bow and shatters the spear, 
27 herefore we will not fear, though the earth he burnie the ohielde” with fire. 
give way 10 Be still, and know that fam God; 
"9 On chariots ye 


“Tithe: Probably a musical term 


A Wedding Fit for a King 
Why should this poem be found in a book of prayers? 


Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever. 45:6 


n the middle of a book of heartfelt prayers, a wedding 
belong here? Its “noble theme” vents . us Latter inne pce 
majesty the king as he prepares to take a ride. ile most ae 
with God that Poul twe (os written yesterday, “thrones,” “scepters,” fee royal robes us 
think of an old world. 

To understand why this p: biblical 
times was more than just a sym and the 
chief justice of the Supreme Co could cost his 
people their lives. A clever, successful king, of 

When the Israelites wished the king well, therefore, they artes themselves well. 
king decked out in finery was like looking at a picture of their own success. And when 
made a happy and fruitful marriage, it assured them of stable leadership for years to come. The 


king’s welfare represented the welfare of God’s people. 


The Promise to David 
David was the first good king Israel had known. God had told David that his “house” would 


endure forever (2 Samuel 7:16). This meant that Israel would endure, too. When David's people 
combined this promise with the other benefits God had promised to Abraham and Moses, they 


could foresee a great future for their small, poor, wareeay nation. 
Yet David's descendants disappointed these hopes. remained a small, hemmed-in nation. 
ises and 
official 


Gradually, Israelites began to expect another king who would live up to the Bible’s 
promises. They called him “the Anointed,” (for kings and priests took office an 
anointing with oil, like our swearing in). When they read psalms that mentioned the king, they 


thought of this coming ruler. 
As the years went by and Israel’s kings failed miserably, Israet's ing grew stronger and 
stronger. People looked for “the bei of Israel” (Luke 2-25). word for “the Anointed” 
. * ‘ 


. Messiah, or (in Greek) Christ. . 
nly when “the Anointed” came—in Jesus—did the extravagant language of Psalm 45-67 (along 
with unusual descriptions in Psalms 2 and 110) make sense. These verses were quoted in Hebrews 
1:8-9 to show that the king the Jews had long expected could be no man. The king = 
turned out to be God—as verse 6 had suggested. The poem that seemed to be only about 2 king’s 
marriage turned out, in the end, to be about God's marriage to humanity. o- 


————— =o —“‘ e””lmllmhmDUmlU 


PSALM 46:11 - 
| will be exalted among the nations, 
| will be exalted in the earth. 
ttThe Lorp Almighty is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah 
Psalm 47 


For the director of music Of the Sons of Korah. 
A psalm 


\Clap your hands, all you nations; 


shout to God with cries of joy. your 
Mount Zion rejoices, — 


2How awesome is the LorD Most High, 
‘the villages of Jud 
because of your 


the great King over all the earth! 
3He subdued nations under us, 
peoples under our feet. 
4He chose our inheritance for us, 
the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. Selah 


SGod has ascended amid shouts of joy, i “ — 
the Lorp amid the sounding of trumpets. that you may tell of them to the next 
‘Sing praises to God, sing praises; enel < . 

sing praises to our King, sing praises. is our God d er ws 
7For God is the King of all the earth; 

sing to him a psalms of praise. 
SGod reigns over the nations; 

God is seated on his holy throne. 
sThe nobles of the nations assemble 

as the people of the God of Abraham, 
for the kings? of the earth belong to God; 

he is greatly exalted. 


Psalm 48 
A song. A psalm of the Sons of Korah. 


1Great is the Lorp, and most worthy of praise, 
in the city 6f our God, his holy mountain. 
2It is beautiful in its loftiness, 
the joy of the whole earth. 
Like the utmost heights of Zaphone is Mount 


Zion, wicked 
theé city of the Great King. those who trust in their wealth 
3God is in her citadels; and boast of their great riches? vale 
he has shown himself to be her fortress. 7No man can redeem the life of an 
é , phef 


4When the kings joined forces, 
when they advanced together, 
Sthey saw her, and were astounded; 
they fled in terror. 
Trembling seized them there, 
pain like that of a woman in labor. 


47:9 Who Are God's People? 

While the Israelites often thought of themselves as 
exclusively God's , Psalms contains frequent 
references to a day “the nations’ —that is, 


this psalm they not only join in, they do so as “the 
people the God of Abraham’’—that is, as 
insiders included in God’s covenant with the jews. 


#7 Ors maskil (probably a literary or musical term) 9 Or 
porth 2 Or earth, / Mount Zion, om the northern side! of the 
wall remeun 411 Or | for they have #12 Hebrew; 
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and of their followers, who approve thelr he 
sayings ela) 


iLike sheep they for the grave" 


destined 
don them 


and death will f 
The upright will rule over them in the MOrning: 
their forms will decay in the grave,” 


far from their princely mansions 
isBut God will redeem my life" from the grave; 

he will surely take me to himself Selah 
16Do not be overawed when a man grows rich, 

when the splendor of his house increases; 
i7for he will take nothing with him when he 


dies, 
his splendor will not descend with him. 


18Though while he lived he counted himself 
blessed— 

and men praise you when you prosper— 

19he will join the generation of his fathers, 

who will never see the light of life, 4 


20A man who has riches without understanding 
is like the beasts that perish. 


Psalm 50 
A psalm of Asaph 


IThe Mighty One, God, the Lorp, 
speaks and summons the earth 
from the rising of the sun to the place where 
it sets. 
2From Zion, perfect in beauty, 
God shines forth 
30ur God comes and will not be silent; 
a fire devours before him, 
and around him a tempest rages. 
4He summons the heavens above, 
and the earth, that he may judge his people: 
5“Gather to me my consecrated ones, 
who made a covenant with me by sacrifice.” 
6And the heavens proclaim his righteousness, 
for God himself is judge. Selah 


7Hear, U my people, and I will speak, 
O Israel, and I will testify against you: 
Iam God, your God. 
8] do not rebuke you for your sacrifices 
or your burnt offerings, which are ever 
before me. 
91 have no need of a bull from your stall 


— 
49:15 Money Can't Buy Life 


How do you make sense of a world in which bad 
people get rich and actually oppress good people? 
This psalm ponders this riddle and finds the answer 
on the other side of death. Money can do many 
things, but it simply cannot buy an escape from the 
grave. No man can redeem the life of another . . . 
no payment is ever enough—that he should live on 
forever” (verses 7-9). But “God will redeem my 
soul from the grave,” says verse 15, “he will surely 
take me to himself.” 
ean 


#14 Hebrew Sheol; also in verse 15 615 Or soul 


will show 


Jofor every animal 


1} know every bird 


£21 Or thought the‘ AM’ was 


POALM S14 


iy 
ie eine, 
and the cattle on @ thousand hills, 

in the mountain, 

‘and the creatures of the field are rite 


or af goats from pa fag 


VAL | were hiany J would not tall you, 
mr the 1 | won al tat fi 


for the wi 


Lo | eat the flesh of bull 


or drink the blood of goats? 
\sGacrifice thank offerings to God, 
fulfill your vows to the i; 
iSand call upon me int the day of trouble; 
| will deliver you, and you will honor 
me” 
16But to the wicked, God aye 
“what right have you to recite my laws 
or take my covenant on your lips? 
17You hate my instruction 
and cast my words behind you. 
1sWhen you see a thief, you join with him; 
you throw in your lot with adulterers, 
You use your mouth for evil 
and harness your tongue to p 
wYou speak continually against your brother 
and slander your own ‘9 son, 
2'These things you have done and I kept 
silent; 
you thought I was altogether like you. 
But | will rebuke you 
and accuse you to your face, es 


2'Consider this, you who forget God, 
or | will tear you to pieces, with none to 


rescue: 

23He who sacrifices thank offerings honors 
me, 

and he prepares the way 


so that | may show himé the salvation of 


Psalm 51 


For the director of music. A psalm of David. When 
the prophet Nathan came to him after David had 
committed adultery with Bathsheba. 


1Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your unfailing love; 


50:9 Does God Need Our Gifts? 


their dreams; he has no need of their offerings. 
What matters to him is the attitude they take 


423 Or and to him who considers his way / 1 
see 


“ 


PSALM St2 492 J 
OORHIG HY YOU RENAE CORPUS VIDO not east me (om coo provencs) 
PRT UE NY TRTIRETOSSTONS, i OF take yout Holy Spirit (10 Te 
Dash away all may HvRguety Restore to me the joy of yout ™ alin Haat 
aed Cleanse re HHO ALY SHY and Want me o willing pitty 
SOW MAY CADSRTESSIONS : u 
aes Sy any Sin is alW = s before me Then will tranggressor® yous ways, 
aAga vou. vou only, have | sinned " and sine turn back to you. 
a what is evil in your sight WSave me fron guilt, O God, 
so Phat vou are proved right when you the God wh me, 
speak and my tory hing of your 
ANT When you judge righteo " 
sinful at birth 18 Lord, open my 
som the time my mother conceived and my mouth will re your pene 
ye JwYou do not delight in sacrifice, or | woul 
yy desire truth in the inner parts) bring it 
» me wisdom in the inmost you do not take pleasure in burnt 
x offerings. 
é > Whe sacrifices of God areé a broken spirit; 
“Oleanse me with hyssop, and I will be n broken and conttte heart 


clean. O God, you will not despise, 


wash me, and I will be whiter than snow 
joy and gladness; 18In your good pleasure make Zion 
nes you have crushed rejoice. prosper; 
fece srom ny Se build up the walls of Jerusalem. 
blot out all my iniquity, wThen there will be righteous sacrifices, 
me a pure heart, O God, whole burnt offerings to delight you; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me then bulls will be offered on your altar. 


the Hebrew for this phrase is uncertain, 66 Or you desired. . ;/ you taught 17 Or My sacrifice, O God, is 


David Caught in the Act 


Israel had a strange way to remember its heroes 


nst you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight. 51:4 


avid found a place in the hearts of Israelites something like the one Gandhi found in the 
D hearts of Indians. Both men led their nations through dark hours with courage, wisdom, and 


deep faith. 

But there are essential differences in the way they are remembered. The Bible does not cover 
up the faults and sins of leaders. Nations tend to cover up the faults of their leaders and even 
invent stories about their spotless honesty. 

For David, no cover-up was attempted. Just the opposite: Psalm 51 publishes David’s anguished 
reaction when he was caught in sin. The story behind the psalm is told in 2 Samuel 11 and 12—a 
sordid tale of adultery, intrigue, and murder. David, the greatest king in Israel's history, acted like 
the worst. 

David apparently thought nothing of his crime until the prophet Nathan accused him to his 
face. Then, in tears, David confessed—and this poem was one result. It was recorded (along with 
the story of David’s deeds) in the holy Scriptures. It may well have been used in worship services, 
as a guide for others’ confession. m9 
David's Greatest Legacy 

All nations have heroes. Israel may have been alone in making heroic literature about its heroes’ 
failings. In confessing his failures openly, David was certainly unique among all leaders of his day. 
He knew his place before God, and this humility made him an example for his ople. 

Ultimately Israel remembered David more for his devotion to God than for his military 
achievements. In centuries to come, Israel looked for a “son of David’ to come and save them. 
They wanted a truly strong leader—one humble enough to know that God must lead the leaders. 
Life Questions: When you fail, what is your response—to cover up your failure, or publicize your 
confession? } 
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for ewer anct ever 
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god 
| will praise you in the peeseece of your 
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Psalm S3 


Bor the director of mas. According 80 ambbuailati.> 
A mast ot Dad 


i The fool says um his heart, 
There is no God.” 

They are corrupt, and their ways are viley 
there is ne one whe does good. 


2God looks down from heaven 
on the sons of men 
to see of there are any who understand, 
any whe seek God. 
Everyone has turned away, 
they have together become corrupt: 
there is no one who does good, 
not even one. 


{Will the evildoers never learn— 
those who devour my people as men eat 
bread 
and who do not cali an God? 
SThere they were, overwhelmed with dread, 
*Titie. Probably a Mterary or masical teem "Tite: Probably 2 mesical term: 


PSALM 55:10 


for [ see violence and strife in the city 
ODay and night they prow! about on its walls; 

malice and abuse are within it 
Destructive forces are at work in the city) 

threats and lies never leave its streets, 


If an enemy were insulting me, 

I could endure it 
if a foe were raising himself against me, 

| could hide from him 

13But it is you, a man like myself, 
my companion, my close friend, 

l4with whom | once enjoyed sweet fellowship 
‘as we walked with the throng at the house of 

God. 

15Let death take my enemies by surp! i 
let them go down alive to the grave,? 
for evil finds lodging among them. 


leBut | call to God, 
and the Lorb saves me. 
Evening, morning and noon 
lcry out in dist . 
and he hears my voice. 
isHe ransoms me unharmed 
from the battle waged against me, 
even though many oppose me. 
18God, who is enthroned forever, 
will hear them and afflict them— Selah 
men who never change their ways 
and have no fear of God. 


20My companion attacks his friends; 
he violates his covenant. 
21His speech is smooth as butter, 
yet war is in his heart; 
his words are more soothing than oil, 
yet they are drawn swords. 


22Cast your cares on the LORD 
and he will sustain you; 
he will never let the righteous fall. 
23But you, O God, will bring down the wicked 
into the pit of corruption; 
bloodthirsty and deceitful men 
will not live out half their days. 


But as for me, I trust in you. 


Psalm 56 


For the director of music. To ,the tune of, “A Dove 
on Distant Oaks.” Of David. A miktam.b When the 
Philistines had seized him in Gath, 


1Be merciful to me, O God, for men hotly 
pursue me; 
all day long thev press their attack. 
2My slanderers pursue me all day long; 
many are attacking me in their pride. 


3When | am afraid, 
1 will trust in you. 

4In God, whose word I praise, 
in God I trust; I will not be afraid. 
What can mortal man do to me? 


#15 Hebrew Sheol 'Title: Probably a literary or musical term 
+13 Or the land of the living 


494 


m: 4 
5 they twist ‘ ; * 
‘All day long ar ohn 


they are always plot 


They conspire, they lurk, ‘ 
they watch my steps, . 
eager to take my life: 


7On no account let them eseape; 
in your anger, O God, bring down the 
nations, 
SRecord my lament; 
list my tears on your Scroll 
are they not in your record? 4 


°Then my enemies will turn back 

when I call for help. " 

By this I will know that God is for me, 
10In God, whose word | praise, 

in the Lorp, whose word | praise— ° 
Min God I trust; | will not be afraid. 

What can man do to me? 


12[ am under vows to you, O God; 
| will present my thank offerings to you. 
13For you have delivered med from death 
~ and my feet from stumbling, 
that | may walk before God 
in the light of life. 


Psalm 57 


For the director of music. ,To the tune of, “Do Not 
Destroy.” Of David. A miktam.b When he had fled 
from Saul into the cave. 


1Have mercy on me, O God, have mercy on me, 
for in you my soul takes refuge. 

I will take refuge in the shadow of your wings 
until the disaster has passed. 


21 cry out to God Most High, 
to God, who fulfills his purpose, for me. 
3He sends from heaven and saves me, 
rebuking those who hotly pursue me; 
God sends his love and his faithfulness. 


4] am in the midst of lions; 
I lie among ravenous beasts— 

men whose teeth are spears and arrows, 
whose tongues are sharp swords. 


5Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; 
let your glory be over all the earth. 


Selah 


6They spread a net for my feet— 
I was bowed down in distress. 
They dug a pit in my path— 
but they have fallen into it themselves. Selah 


7™My heart is steadfast, O God, 
my heart is steadfast; 
I will sing and make music. 
8Awake, my soul! 
Awake, harp and lyre! 
I will awaken the dawn, 


9] will praise you, O Lord, among the nations; 
I will sing of you among the peoples. 
10For great is your love, reaching to the heavens; 


£8 Or/ put my tears in your wineskin 413 Or my soul 


your faithfulness reaches to the skies. 


Be exalted, O God. above the heavens; 
let your glory be over all the earth. 


Psalm 58 


For the director of music. To the tune of “Do Not 
Destroy.” Of David. A sitter ¢ 


Do you rulers indeed speak justly? 
Do you judge uprightly among men? 
2No, in your heart you devise injustice, 
and your hands mete out violence on the 
earth. 
3Even from birth the wicked go astray; 
from the womb they are wayward and speak 


. lies. 


om is like the venom of a snake, 

hat of a cobra that has stopped its ears, 

hat ot heed the tune of the charmer, 
however skillful the enchanter may be. 


Break the teeth in their mouths, O God; 
tear out, O Loro, the fangs of the lions! 
7Let them vanish like water that flows away; 
when they draw the bow, let their arrows be 
blunted 
SLike a slug melting away as it moves along, 
like a stillborn child, may they not see the 
sun. 


*Before your pots can feel the heat of the 
thorns— 
whether they be green or dry—the wicked 
will be swept away. 
i0The righteous wili be glad when they are 
avenged, 
when they bathe their feet in the blood of 
the wicked. 
'Then men will say, 
‘Surely the nghteous still are rewarded; 
surely there is a God who judges the earth.” 


Psalm 59 


For the director of music. To the tune of “Do Not 
Destroy.” Of David. A miktam # When Saul had 
sent men to watch David's house in order 

to kill him. 


‘Deliver me from my enemies, O God; 
protect me from those who rise up against 
me. 
2Deliver me from evildoers 
and save me from bloodthirsty men. 


See how they lie in wait for me! 
Fierce men conspire against me 
for no offense or sin of mine, O Lorp. 
4I have done no wrong, yet they are ready to 
attack me. 
Arise to help me; look on my plight! 
5O Lorp God Almighty, the God of Israel, 
rouse yourself to punish all the nations; 


*Title Probably a literary or musical term 
“Tithe That is, Arameans of Northwest Mesopotamia 
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"9 The meaning of the Hebrew for this verse is uncertain. 
‘Title: That is, Arameans of central Syria 


“PSALM 60:5 
show no mercy to wicked traitors, Selah Sf 
They return at evening, “ 
snarling like dogs, Oh 
and prowl about the city. ’ © 
See what they spew from their mouths— pha 
they spew out swords from their lips, 
and they’say, "Who can hear us?” y 
SBut you, O Lor, laugh at them; « 
you seoffat all those nations. 


%0 my Strength, | watch for you; 
you, O God, are my fortress, my loving 
God. 


God will go before me 
and will let me gloat over those who slander 


me, 
‘But do not kill them, O Lord our shield,¢ 
or my people will forget. 
In your might make them wander about, 
and bring them down. 
For the sins of their mouths, o 
for the words of their lips, 
let them be caught in their pride. 
For the curses and lies they utter, A 
3 consume them in wrath, Ms 
consume them till they are no more. 
Then it will be known to the ends of the earth 
that God rules over Jacob. Selah 


They return at evening, 
snarling like dogs, 
and prowl about the city, 
\sThey wander about for food 
and howl if not satisfied. : 
\sBut I will sing of your strength, 
in the morning I Will sing of your love; 
for you are my fortress, 
my refuge in times of trouble. 


70 my Strength, I sing praise to you; 
you, O God, are my fortress, my loving God. 


Psalm 60 


re the Coren a es cave ohThe tay 
of the Covenant.” A miktam# of David. For 
teaching. When he fought Aram Naharaimé and 
Aram Zobah,* and when Joab returned and struck 
down twelve thousand Edomites in the - 
Valley of Salt. 


1You have rejected us, O God, and burst forth 
upon us; » 
you have been angry—now restore us! 
?You have shaken the land and torn it open; 
mend its fractures, for it is quaking. 
3You have shown your people desperate times; 
you have given us wine that makes us 
stagger. . 


‘But for those who fear you, you have raised a_ 
banner 
to be unfurled against the bow. Selah 
SSave us and help us with your right hand, 
DT Or sovereign 


ee a € 


” 


a 
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sat Show wos ve gray de deliversat, 
AGE Aas Sooke roms Bs Sataty 
® parcel out Shechem 
end meascere om She Vaiey of Sacuoth 
ind, and Manassa & muNRe) 
ony IML 
~ SEPT 
y RESIS, 
ors 1 oss may Sandal 
1 Shout in Tramph 
ane to the forhhed aty? 

Baom 

Sad. you who have rejected us 
2 with our armies? 
enemy 
worthless. 


c. With stringed 
Of David 


our tent forever 
in the shelter of your wings. 
Selah 


me the heritage of those who 


er sing praise to your name 
y vows day after day. 


Psalm 62 


For the director of music. For Jeduthun. 
A psalm of David. 


ds rest in God alone; 

ation comes from him. 

is my rock and my salvation; 
fortress, | will never be shaken. 


How long will you assault a man? 
Would all of you throw him down— 
this leaning wall, this tottering fence? 

‘SThey fully intend to topple him 
from his lofty place; 
they take delight in lies. 


«7 On | God Mant High ws oy salvation and my honor 


With inete MOURNS they < 
But in theit Hearts they sh 
Find reat, O my soul i ‘ 


breath, a 
the highborn are but aie; 
if weighed on a balance, they are nothings 
together they are only @ breath, 
1Do not trust in extortion 
or take pride in stolen goods; 
though your riches increase, 
do not set your heart on them. £5 lye 
One thing God has spoken, 
‘two things have I heard: 
that you, O God, are strong, 
12 and that you, O Lord, are loving. 
Surely you will reward each person 
according to what he has done. 


Psalm 63 
A psalm of David. When he was in the Desert of 
Judah. 


10 God, you are my God, 
earnestly | seek you; 
my soul thirsts for you, 
my body longs for you, 
in a dry and weary land 
where there is no water. 
2] have seen you in the sanctuary 
and beheld your power and your glory. 
3Because your love is better than life, 
my lips will glorify you. 
41 will praise you as long as | live, 
and in your name | will lift up my hands. 
SMy soul will be satisfied as with the richest of 
foods; 
with singing lips my mouth will praise you. 
6On my bed I remember you; 
| think of you through the watches of the 
night. 
7Because you are my help, 
I sing in the shadow of your wings. 


_———————_ 


62:7 The Hideout ae 
In the years when David was an outlaw from King 
Saul, his hideouts included a “rock” in the desert 
(1 Samuel 23:25-28), as well as a “stronghold” 

(1 Samuel 22:4). As an ex, fighter, David 
knew the value of such defenses. He 

however, that he owed his safety to God, 

rock and fortress. 


PU 6 as A Aa ere 


omy soul 9 you; 
your ent nied Upholds me af 
They who seek my Ife will be deste: 
they will yo down to the depths of the earth. 
They will be given over to the syd 
and become food for jackals. 
UBut the king will rejoice in God; 
© “all who swear by God's name Will praice 


him, 
while the mouths of hare will be sikenced 


Poalm 64 
For the director of music. A psalm of David. 


Hear me, O God, as | voice my complaint; 
protect my life from the threat of the enemy. 

2Hide me from the conspiracy of the wicked, 
from that noisy crowd of evildoers. 


3They sharpen their tongues like swords 
and aim their words like deadly arrows. 
‘They shoot from ambush at the innocent man; 
: they shoot at him suddenly, without fear, 


SThey encourage each other in evil plans, 
they talk about hiding heir snares; 
they say, “Who will see them#?” 

‘They plot injustice and say, 

, “We have devised a perfect plan!” 
Surely the mind and heart of man are 
cunning. 


7But God will shoot them with arrows; 
suddenly they will be struck down. 

8He will turn their own tongues against them 
and bring them to ruin; 
all who see them will shake their heads in 


scorn. 
- 


%All mankind will fear; 
they will proclaim the works of God 
and ponder what he has done. 
10Let the righteous rejoice in the Loxp 
and take refuge in him; 
let all the upright in heart praise him! 


Psalm 65 


For the director of music. A psalm of David. 
A song. 


1Praise awaits’ you, O God, in Zion; 
to you our vows will be fulfilled. 
20 you who hear prayer, 
to you all men will come. 
3When we were overwhelmed by sins, 
you forgave‘ our transgressions. 
4Blessed are those you choose 
and bring near to live in your courts! 
We are filled with the good things of your 
house, 
of your holy temple. 
45 Orus #1 Or befits; the meaning of the Hebrew for this word 
how you prepare the land y 


is uncertoan 


ee 
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fat you Drought ii fo a plage of abENEANCR, 


HE will come to your temple with bunt offerkigs: 
anil FATALE iy, VOW EO) YN 

Hivows my lips prominad and my mouth ypoke 
when} wan in (rouble 

Jo will saeritice fat antinaly to you 
ean offering, OF rang) 
| will offer bulls and goats 


}oCome and listen, all you who fear God) 
Jot me tell you what he has done for mes 
HL cried out to bine with ayy mouths 
Hin praie wan on my Longe, 
WIHT had cherinhed ain iy my heart, 
the Lord would not have listened: 
hut God han aurely Hatened 
and heard my voloe In prayer 
WP raine be to God, 
who has nat rejected my prayer 
or withheld his love fron mel 


Selah 


Pralin 07 


For the director of male, With stringed 
Inatraments A paalin, A sony 


IMay God be gracious to us and bles is 
end make his face shine Upon Us, 

Ahat your ways may be known on earth, 
your salvation among all gations 


Selah 


iMay the peoples praiie you, O God 
may all (he peoples praive you, 

AMay the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
for you rile the peoples justly 
and yuice the nations of the earth, 

oMay the peoples praine you, O God 
may all the peoples praive you, 

Then the land will yield ite harvest, 
and God, our God, will blown ui: 


*God will blone ue, 
and all (he ends of the earth will fear hin, 


Selah 


Palin 68 


Hor (he director of mune, OF Davit, A paaliy 
A woot 


IMay God arine, may hin enemies be aoattered 
may hin foo flee before hin, 

2Aw omoke in blown away by the wind, 
may you blow then away) 

ae wax nella before the fre, 
may the wicked periah before God 

‘Hut may the righteous be glad 
and rejoice before Goudy 
may they be happy and joynul 

‘Hing to God, alte pralie (0 bin nan, 
extol hin who rides on the cloud 

His vane te the Lowe 
and rejoice before hin, 

SA father Wy the fatherlenn, & defender of 

wilowa, 


1 CWE pregnant en fr fie wae Fhe nein Hoe ete 
ohnetelad 10 CV gift In nent, et THON they 


you ret 
WYour people settled i 


WThe Lord announced the 
and great was the 


proclaimed it: : 
12"Rings and armies flee in hastey 
in the camps men divide the plunder, 
even while you: among the 
the wings of my, are 
silver, ith shia 
its feathers Ww NS 
‘When the Almighty! scattered the Kings in the 


it was like snow fallen on Zatmon, 
J8The mountains of Bashan are majestic ™ 

aged are the mntains of Bashan, . 

rugged are the mou ot ‘ 
‘Why gaze in envy, O range mountains, nite. 

at the mountain where tw 

where the Lord himself will " . 
WePhe chariots of God are tens of t ! 

and thousands of thousands: 

the Lord has come, from Sinai into his 

sa . 


even Crone (he rebelliQute==— ws 
that you, O Lord God aright there, 
WPraive be to the Lord, to God our Savior, 
Who daily bears our burdens: 
*NOur God ts a God who saves: 
trom the Soversigh LORD CoMes esoApe COHN 
atoath, ? 
‘Surely God will crush the heads of Nik 
a nay caw hose Wh BOON A ee 
sin, * ‘ 
We Lord aya, “Lwill 
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the procession of my God and King into the 


sanctuary 
25In front are the singers, after them the 


musicians. 
with them are the maidens playing 


tambourines. ; 
26Praise God in the great congregation; 
praise the Lorp in the assembly of Israel 
YThere is the little tribe of Benjamin, leading 
them 
there the great throng of Judah's princes, 
and there the princes of Zebulun and of 
Naphtali 
28Summon your power, O Gods; 
show us your strength, O God, as you have 
done before 
2°Because of your temple at Jerusalem 
kings will bring you gifts 
W*Rebuke the beast among the reeds, 
the herd of bulls among the calves of the 
nations. 
Humbled, may it bring bars of silver. 
Scatter the nations who delight in war 
31Envoys will come from Egypt; 
Cush? will submit herself to God 


32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth, 
sing praise to the Lord, 

33to him who rides the ancient skies above, 
who thunders with mighty voice. 

4Proclaim the power of God, 
whose majesty is over Israel, 
whose power is in the skies. 

35You are awesome, O God, in your sanctuary; 
the God of Israel gives power and strength 

to his people 


Selah 


Praise be to God! 


Psalm 69 


For the director of music. To the tune of, “Lilies,” 
Of David 


ISave me, O God, 

for the waters have come up to my neck. 
2] sink in the miry depths, 

where there is no foothold. 
I have come into the deep waters; 

the floods engulf me. 


68:24 The Way They Worshiped 
Many of the psalms were sung in the temple, to 
worship God. Exactly how people worshiped, 
however, is difficult to know. This psalm offers 
unmistakable clues to how it was used—in a 
procession leading to the temple. It may have first 
been sung when David brought the ark—the sign 
of God's actual presence—into Jerusalem 

(2 Samuel 6; 1 Chronicles 15-16). Or it may have 
been used in one of the annual festivals that drew 
Israelites from all over to the capital. 


a 


*28 Many Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint and Syriac; most Hebrew manuscripts Your God has summoned power for you 


the upper Nile region 


PSALM 69:14 


31. am worn out calling for help; 
my throat is parched. 

My eyes fail, 
looking for my God. 

4Those who hate me without reason 
outnumber the hairs of my head; 

many are my enemies without cause, ‘. 
those who seek to destroy me. 

1 am forced to restore 

what | did not steal. - 


5Yowknow my folly, O God; 
my guilt is not hidden from you. 


6May those who hope in you 
not be disgraced because of me, 
O Lord, the Lorpv Almighty; 
may those who seek you 
not be put to shame because of me, 
O God of Israel. 
7For | endure scorn for your sake, 
and shame covers my face. 
81 am a stranger to my brothers, 
an alien to my own mother’s sons; e 
%for zeal for your house consumes me, 
and the insults of those who insult you fall 
on me. 
10When I weep and fast, 
I must endure scorn; 
llwhen I put on sackcloth, 
people make sport of me. 
12Those who sit at the gate mock me, 
and | am the song of the drunkards. 


13But I pray to you, O Lorp, 
in the time of your favor; 
in your great love, O God, 
answer me with your sure salvation. 
14Rescue me from the mire, 
do not let me sink; z 
deliver me from those who hate me, 
from the deep waters. 


69:9 Foreshadowing Jesus =~ 
Psalm 69 was quoted repeatedly in the New 
Testament as a prediction of Jesus. ‘Zeal for your 
house consumes me” was quoted in John 2:17, for 
instance, when Jesus drove out the 
moneychangers, and Romans 15:3 quoted the 

d half of that verse, referring to Jesus’ 
ial attitude. 

Why id the New Testament writers see Jesus in 
this psalm? The psalm was attributed to David, the 
great king. Yet none of David's greatness and 
majesty are described. Instead, the psalm is a cry 
of suffering from a righteous man, alienated even 
from his family because of his zeal for God. It is 
strange: Israel’s greatest hero is portrayed as a 
helpless victim because of his faith in God. Yet 
Jesus filled this pattern completely. He did not, 
however, follow every part of the psalm: instead of 
the curses this psalm directs toward enemies, Jesus 
prayed that God would forgive the men murdering 

im. 


ce 
31 Thatis, 
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NDS pes ket the flotwaters engulf ime 
depths swaltow are up 
sat Chase its ROUT, OVE AVE 
SAnswer me, O LORD, OUT OE ENO goENESA OF 
your ve: 

am your great mercy tufh to Ae 
De pot Nate your fee MOM Your Servant 
e quikly, tor Lam iy trouble, 
PESCUE NE) 


aoswer a 
Come HOY 


neice me because OF MY (00s: 


You Keow how [am scored, disgraced and 
shamed 


are betore you 

my heart 

helpless: 

pathy, but there was none, 
but] found none, 

my food 

me Vinegar for my thirst 


set before them become a snare) 
me retribution and# a trap: 


backs be bent forever. 

wrath on them; 

er overtake them. 

e be deserted) 

one to dwell in their tents, 
those you wound 

he pain of those you hurt 


d out of the book of life 
sted with the nghteous. 


pain and distress; 
your salvation, O Gad, protect me. 


raise God's name in song 

orify him with thanksgiving. 

ease the Lorp more than an ox, 
re than a bull with its horns and hoofs. 
li see and be glad— 

} eek God, may your hearts live! 
33The Lorp hears the needy 


s and all that move in them, 
vill save Zion 
nd rebuild the cities of Judah. 
Then people will settle there and possess it; 
% the children of his servants will inherit it, 
and those who love his name will dwell 
there. 


Psalm 70 


For the director of music. Of David. A petition. 


1Hasten, O God, to save me; 

O Lorp, come quickly to help me. 
ZMay those who seek my life 

be put to shame and confusion; 
may all who desire my ruin 

be turned back in disgrace. 


“22 On snare | tnd their fellowship become 


eves be darkened so they cannot see, 


vs 18Even when I am old and gra: 


May (howe ive, “Abal Atal! 4 
tee ba fe of rele ahaene 

Wat may all you 
rejolee any fact inn YOU) 

may hone your walvation/alway® may, 


“Let God teal! ' 
\ las tes, rv 
You are my help and my deliverety 
O Lorn, do 


Hin you, O LORD, Thave taken refuges 
Jet me never be put to shame. 
Rescue me and deliver me in your ae 
righteousness; 
turn your ear tome and save me. . 
‘Be my rock of refuge, WW 
to whieh [can always go; 
give the command to save me, 
for you are my rock and my fortress. 
4Deliver me, O my God, from the hand of the 
wicked, " 
from the grasp of evil and cruel men. 


SFor you have been my hope, © Sovereign — 
Lorp, 
my confidence since my youth. 
6From birth | have relied on you; 
you brought me forth from my mother’s 
womb, alin 


1 will ever praise you, t 
71 have become like a portent to many, * 
but you are my strong refuge. 
&My mouth is filled with your praise, 
declaring your splendor all day long. 


°Do not cast me away when I am old; 

do not forsake me when my strength is 

gone. 

10For my enemies speak against me; 

those who wait to kill me conspire together. 
lThey say, “God has forsaken him; 

pursue him and seize him, 

for no one will rescue him,” } 
12Be not far from me, O God; 

come quickly, O my God, to help me. _ 
13May my accusers perish in shame; 

may those who want to harm me 

be covered with scorn and disgrace. 

ey nea 


14But as for me, I will always have ¥ : 
‘Twill praise you more and wert ieete 
15My mouth will tell of your righteousness, ial 
of your salvation all daylong, = 
though I know not its measure. 

16{ will come and proclaim your mighty acts, snd 
__.. O Sovereign Lorp; ry a 
Iwill Besciainy your righteousness, yours _ 

alone, ; 
WSince my youth, O God, you have | 


eanes St 


ght me, 


and to this day I declare your marvelous 


 cemaet  aet ae 


deeds. 
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do not forsake me, O God 
till | declare your pow the next generation, 
your Might to all whe KY CONE. 
SYour righteousness Fs hes to the skies, 


O Goa 


have done great things. 
vd, is like you? 
ave made Me see troubles, many 


ns ter 
you will restore my tife again 
from the depths of the earth 
you will again bring me UP 
You will inerease my honor 
and comfart me once again 


2] will praise you with the harp 
our faithfulness, O my God; 
sraise to you with the lyre, 


Lwill sing F 
O Holy One of Israel 
My lips will shout for joy 
when I sing praise to you— 
L whom you have redeemed 
MMy ue will tell of your righteous acts 


day long, 
sose who wanted to harm me 
have been put to shame and confusion 


for 


Psalm 72 


Of Solomon. 


Endow the king with your justice, O God, 

the royal son with your righteousness. 

2He will judge your people in righteousness, 
your afflic ted ones with justice. 

3The mountains will bring prosperity to the 

people 

the hills the fruit of righteousness. 

4He will defend the afflicted among the people 
and save the children of the needy; 
he will crush the 6ppressor. 


5He will endure? as long as the sun, 
as long as the moon, through all 
generations 
6He will be like rain falling on a mown field, 
like showers watering the earth. 
7In his days the righteous will flourish, 
prosperity will abound till the moon is no 
more 


8He will rule from sea to sea 
and from the Rivere to the ends of the 
earth.4 


———_ 


71:18 A View from Old Age 

Older people have a peculiar privilege: the chance 
to see God’s faithfulness over a lifetime. Their 
troubles do not grow smaller as the years go by 
(see verses 9-11), but their experiences can 
strengthen confidence that God will deliver as he 
always has (verses 20-21). 

————— LT 


«2 Or May he; similarly in verses 3-11 and 17 
the end of the land 


5 Septuagint; Hebrew You will be feared 


PSALM 72:20 


vThe desert tribes will bow before him 
nd his enemies will Hick the dust, 
Wwrhe kings of Tarwhiah and of distant 
shores 
will bring tribute fo hin 
the kings of Sheba and Seba 
will present hin glfth: 
VAI kings will bow down to him 
and all nations will serve him. 


12Kor he will deliver the needy who ery out, 
the afflicted who have no one to help, 
LHe will take pity on the weak and the 
needy ‘ 
and save the needy from death, 
\4He will rescue them from oppression and 
violence, 
for precious is their blood in hi ht, 


15Long may he live! 
May gold from Sheba be given him, 
May people ever pray for him 
and bless him all day long, 
JoLet grain abound throughout the land; 
on the tops of the hills may it sway. 
Let its fruit flourish like Lebanon, 
Jet it thrive like the grass of the field, 
17May his name endure forever; 
may it continue as long as the sun. 


All nations will be blessed through him, 
and they will call him. ‘blessed. ’ 


18Praise be to the Lorp God, the God of 
Israel, 
who alone does marvelous deeds. 
19Praise be to his glorious name forever, 
may the whole earth be filled with his 
glory. 4 
Amen and Amen. 


2This concludes the prayers of David son of 
Jesse. 


72:20 The Five Books 
Psalms was probably made into one big book from 
five separate collections. These are set off in our 
Bible as Book 1, Book II, and so on, each book 
ending with a concluding line of praise. The - 
contents sometimes overlap: Psalm 14 in Book 
turns up again as Psalm 53 in Book Il. Part of Psalm 
40 (Book 1) becomes Psalm 70 (Book 11), rope 
of Psalms 57 and 60 make up Psalm 108 ( IV). 
Other less noticeable differences stand out 
between the different books. But perhaps the most. 
eloquent proof that all these psalms were not 
originally collected together is found at the end of 
Psalm 72, “This concludes the prayers of David son 
of Jesse.” Since 18 more “psalms of David” appear 
in Psalms, it seems very likely that Psalm 72:20 
originally concluded a songbook. Later, this 
ep was incorporated into the book of 
ims, - 


©8 That is, the Euphrates. 


PSALM 73:1 
BOOK III 


Psalms 73-89 


Psalm 73 
A psalm of Asaph. 
Surely God is good to Israel, 
to those who are pure in heart 


2But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; 
early lost my foothold 

ed the arrogant 

when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 


*They have no struggles; 

their bodies are healthy and strong.* 
*They are free from the burdens common to 
man, 
y are not plagued by human ills, 
re pride is their necklace; 
the themselves with violence. 
9 r callous hearts Comes iniquity; 
the evil conceits of their minds know no 
limits 
"They scoff, and speak with malice; 

nt ance they threaten oppression. 
lay claim to heaven, 
r tongues take possession of the 

earth. 

‘Therefore their people turn to them 

and drink up waters in abundance.¢ 
They say, “How can God know? 

Does the Most High have knowledge?” 


ir arro 
Their 


ar 


7This is what the wicked are like— 
always carefree, they increase in wealth. 


%urely in vain have | kept my heart pure; 
in vain have J washed my hands in 
innocence. 
4A\\ day long t have been plagued; 
J have been punished every morning. 
If { had said, “1 will speak thus,” 
! would have betrayed your children. 
“When | tried to understand all this, 
it was oppressive to me 
174i) | entered the sanctuary of God; 
then | understood their final destiny. 
Surely you place them on slippery ground; 
you cast them down to ruin, 
How suddenly are they destroyed, 


74:4 The Rewards of Bad 
Character 
Some people are per hie when they see 
evil people living without a care, Does a life 
always make you unhappy? Not in the short run, 
according, to this description, In fact, the life of the 
wicked vornetirnes looks enviable, Only in the light 
A ehernity is yodly living always more rewarding, 


4 Vhith « ditterent word division of the Hebrew; Masoretic Text st 
Geptuawpet), Vetren Their eyes tulge with fat 10 The meaning 
Warery on teseas term 


.- * = iS 
502 ¥ 


Wise wept away by terrors! 
ASA dream when %¢ 270K@, = 
‘80 When you arise, oe 
YOu will despive them a5 fantasies. 
21When my heart was grieved = 

and my spirit embittered, 
21 was and ignorant; 
Twas beast before you 
Yet | am always Ou; ; . 
you hold ime bymy right hand. es 
24You guide me with your counsel, 

and afterward you will take me into glory. 
25Whom have | in heaven but you? 

And earth has nothing | desire besides you. 
26My flesh and my heart may fail, 

but God is the strength of my heart 


and my portion forever. 


27Those who are far from you will perish; 
you destroy all who are unfaithful to you. 

28But as for me, it is good to be near God. { 
I have made the Sovereign Lonp my refuge; 
I will tell of all your deeds. 


Psalm 74 


A maskild of Asaph. : 


1Why have you rejected us forever, O God? 
Why does your anger smolder against the 


sheep of your pasture? 
2Remember the people you of old, 
the tribe of your inheritance, whom you ie, 
redeemed— 


Mount Zion, where you dwelt. . 
3Turn your steps toward these everlasting 
ruins, 
all this destruction the enemy has brought 
on the sanctuary. 
4Your foes roared in the place where you met 
with us; 
they set up their standards as signs. 
5They behaved like men wielding axes 
to cut through a thicket of trees. 
6They smashed all the carved paneling mis 
with their axes and hatchets. . 
7They burned your sanctuary to the ground; 
they defiled the dwelling place of your — 
Name. 
8They said in their hearts, “We will crush them 
completely!” 
They burned every place where God was 
worshiped in the land. 
We are given no miraculous signs; 
no prophets are left, . 
and none of us knows how long this will be. 
1How long will the enemy mock you, O God? _ 
Will the foe revile your name forever? 
Why do you nei back your hand, your right 
hand’ 


———o 


a 


Take it from the folds of your garment and 
destroy them! a 
jes at their death; / their bodies are healthy ——-®? ‘Syriac (see also 


the Hebrew for this verse is uncertain, Tithe: Probably a 


a 


7 Ro A Pa TE ee 


a 
50S PSALM 77:2, 
; vor will cut off the hors of all the wicked 
12But you, O God, are my kins trom of old; 
you bring salvation upon the earth, but bebe of the righteous will be lifted 
131t was you who split oper the sea by your p. ‘ " n 
you Rois the heads of the monster in the " Psalm 76 wre) 
yr who i For the director of music, With stringed 
1a]t was Y Pe x ho crushed the heads of Leviathan stg ae eS } 
and gave him as food to the creatures of the psalm song, 
f Min Judah God is known; : 


t 
who opened up springs and his name is great in Israel. 
2His tent is in Salem, 


streams, ; 
his dwelling place in Zion. 


vou dried up the ever flowing rivers 
rs also the night; sphere he broke the flashing arrows; 
weapons of 


15It was y« 


\eThe day is yours, and you! 
you established the sun and moon. the shields and the swords, the 
WvIt was you who set all the boundaries of the war. Selah 
earth; ;. 
you made both summer and winter. DC ales pn wegen aehiwith 
18Remember how the enemy has mocked you, me, 
O Lorp, sValiant men lie plundered, 
how foolish people have reviled your name. they sleep their last sleep; 
19Do not hand over the life of your dove to wild not one of the warriors 
beasts; can lift his hands. ERT 
do not forget the lives of your afflicted 6At your rebuke, O God of Jacob, 
both horse and chariot lie still. 


people forever 
20Have regard for your covenant, 7You alone are to be feared. 
Il the dark Who can stand before you when you are 


because haunts of violence fil 


places of the land angry? 
21Do not let the oppressed retreat in disgrace; sFrom heaven you pronounced judgment, , 
you Pp j 
may the poor and needy praise your name. and the land feared and was quiet— ‘ 
aia 
remember how fools mock you all day long. rosurely your wrath against brings you 
23Do not ignore the clamor of your adversaries, y pistensh aga ; 
the uproar of your enemies, which rises and Rts survivors of your wrath are 
continually restrained.¢ 
Psalm 75 Make said the Lorp your God and fulfill 
em; 
For the director of music. To the tune of, “Do Not let all the neighboring lands 
Destroy.” A psalm of Asaph. A song bring gifts to the One to be feared. 
12He breaks the spirit of rulers; 
1We give thanks to you, O God, he is feared by the kings of the earth. 
we give thanks, for your Name is near; 
mien tell of your wonderful deeds. 
Psalm 77 


2You say, “I choose the appointed time; 
it is | who judge uprightly. 


For the director of music. For Jeduthun. Of Asaph. 
3When the earth and all its people quake, A psalm, 


it is | who hold its pillars firm: h 
4To the arrogant I say, ‘Boast no more,’ i cried out to God for help; 
and to the wicked, ‘Do not lift up your I cried out to God to hear me. 
horns. 2When | was in distress, | sought the Lord; 
5Do not lift your horns against heaven; at night I stretched out untiring hands 7 
do not speak with outstretched neck.’ and my soul refused to be comforted. 


No one from the east or the west LL 
or from the desert can exalt a man. . ow 
7But it is God who judges: Neat to Spend a Sleepless " 


He brings one down, he exalts another. d 
Sleeplessness afflicts millions, and this psalm shows: 
tormented the psalmist 


8[n the hand of the Lorp is a cup 
full of foaming wine mixed with spices; it is nothing new, Anxiety 


he pours it out, and all the wicked of the earth While he lay awake at . What to do? He j 

drink it down to its very dregs. deliberately turned hod ts to the ; 
remem what done 

9As for me, | will declare this forever; his ee fe gre for 


| will sing praise to the God of Jacob, 
410 Or Surely the wrath of men brings you praise, and with the remainder of wrath you arm yourself * » -— 


PSALM 77:3 504 


3] remembered you, O God, and | te the Years of the right 
groaned; High.” 
Selah Wiwitt remember the deeds 


I mused, and my spirit grew faint 
4You kept my eyes from closing; ¥es, 1 will remember ¥ 
Twas too troubled to speak. Kt be ‘i 
5] thought about the former days, vy ile on all your Works 
the years of long ago; and Consider all your mighty deeds. 
ol remembered my songs in the night. Your way holy. Xe 
My heart mused and my spirit What $0 God, are God? : 
; ed: i tas our - we 
roguireds You are the God wh performs miracles; 
7“Will the Lord reject forever? you display your pe among the peoples. . 
Will he never show his favor again? : IsWith your mighty arm you redeemed your 1 
8Has his unfailing love vanished forever? people, j 1 
Has his promise failed for all time? the descendants of Jacoband Joseph. Selah 4 
9Has : 5 iful? 
Has God forgotten to be merciful Apne ata you, O Cod, 


ey 
Has he in anger withheld his SPORE te watstanens sion and writhed; 
the very depths were convulsed. d 

« 


10Then | thought, ‘To this I will appeal: The clouds poured down water, 


| NSIGHT 


Remembering Back ‘ 
The past can give you hope for the future — 


! will remember the deeds of the Loro. 77:11 
get bad, these poems often refer 


M7 of the psalms are poems of remembrance. When yea 
to the past—particularly to the great events when, under Moses, the Israelite nation began. 
God freed the Israelites from Egyptian slavery, carried them through the Red Sea, gave them 
directions for living, and ushered them into the promised land. This miraculous beginning was as 
significant to Jews as the cross is to Christians. 

The Israelites even had an “anniversary day’’—known as Passover—to remember it. Every spring 
Passover reminded them of their escape from Egypt. It’s no accident that Easter often falls on the 
same week. Both days celebrate liberation from slavery. 

The memories weren't all positive. The Israelites could, in fact, be brutally frank about their 
early failings. Even as they remembered how persistently wonderful God had been, they also 
remembered how rebellious, complaining, and forgetful they had been. Yet they had one great, 


happy reason to celebrate: God had kept his promise to love them. 


Hope in a Time of Despair 

Psalm 77 is a “remembering’’ poem. It starts with deep despair. “Will the Lord reject forever? 
Will he never show his favor again? Has God forgotten to be merciful? Has he in anger withheld 
his compassion?” (77:7,9). Imagine a wife asking such questions about her husband. 

Then thoughts turn, deliberately, to the past. Remember the turmoil at the banks of the Red 
Sea? Could anything be worse? But in that turbulent water they had seen the Lord’s power: he 


had led them through to safety. He would do the same again. ¥ 
The historical psalms (77, 78, 105, 106) invite us, along with the Israelites, to relive history. We 


can recall God’s work—his powerful victories recorded all through Scripture, his promises and 
proofs of love toward his people. And we can refer to God's history with us as individuals, too, 
Who cannot count some blessings, some undeserved favors? Through such ring we are 
strengthened to face the future, and to\recommit ourselves to trusting God’s care. A 
Life Questions: If you were to refer to a single past event for encouragement, what would it be? 


ol 


the okies resounded with thunder, 
your arrows fl 1 back and forth 
WYour thunder was heard in the whidwind, 
your lightning lit up the world; 
the earth trembled and quaked 
WYour path led through the wea, 
your way through the mighty waters, 
though your footprints were not seen 


20You led your people like a flock 
by the hand of Moses and Aaron 


Poalm 78 
A maskilt of Asaph 


10 my people, hear my teaching; 
listen to the words of my mouth 
21 will open my mouth in parables, 
I will utter hidden things, things from of 
old 
‘what we have heard and known, 
what our fathers have told us 
‘We will not hide them from their children; 
we will tell the next generation 
the praiseworthy deeds of the Loxp, 
his power, and the wonders he has done 
SHe decreed statutes for Jacob 
and established the law in Israel, 
which he commanded our forefathers 
to teach their children, 
fso0 the next generation would know them, 
even the children yet to be born, 
and they in turn would tell their children. 
7Then they would put their trust in God 
and would not forget his deeds 
but would keep his commands 
"They would not be like their forefathers— 
a stubborn and rebellious generation, 
whose hearts were not loyal to God, 
whore spirits were not faithful to him, 


‘The men of Ephraim, though armed with 
bows, 

turned back on the day of battle; 

\Othey did not keep God’s covenant 
and refused to live by his law. 

"They forgot what he had done, 
the wonders he had shown them. 

He did miracles in the sight of their fathers 


in the land of Egypt, in the region of Zoan. 


He divided the sea and led them through; 
he made the water stand firm like a wall. 
He guided them with the cloud by day 
and with light from the fire all night. 
'5He split the rocks in the desert 
and gave them water as abundant as the 
seas; 
'ehe brought streams out of a rocky crag 
and made water flow down like rivers. 


'7But they continued to sin against him, 
rebelling in the desert against the Most 
High 
IsThey willfully put God to the test 


“Tithe: Probably a literary or musical term 


PSALM 76:42 


by demanding the food CPOVEE)» «icant 
They spoke against God, sa $ 

“Can God spread a table desert? 
When he struck the rock, water out, 


and streame flowed abundantly. 
But can he also give us food? 
Can he supply meat for his 
When the Loup heard them, he was very 
angty: 
his fire broke out against Jacob, 
and his wrath rose against lorael, 
Alor they did not believe in God 
or trust in his deliverance, 
DYet he gave a command to the okies above 
and opened the doors of the heavens; 
Uhe rained down manna for the people to eat, 
he gave them the grain of heaven, 
2Men ate the bread of angels; 
he sent them all the food they could eat, 
He let loose the east wind from the heavens © 
and led forth the south wind by his power, 
271e rained meat down on them like dust, 
flying birds like sand on the seashore, | 
2*He made them come down inside their camp, 
all around their tents, 
2They ate till they had more than enough, 
for he had given them what they craved. 
“But before they turned from the food they 
craved, 
even while it was still in their mouths, 
God's anger rose against them; 
he put to death the sturdiest among them, 
cutting down the young men of Israel. 


In spite of all this, they kept on sinning; 
in spite of his wonders, they did not 
believe. 
43So he ended their days in futility 
and their years in terror, 
“Whenever God slew them, they would seek 
him; 
they eagerly turned to him again. 
They remembered that God was their Rock, 
that God Most High was their Redeemer. 
%But then they would flatter him with their 
mouths, 
lying to him with their tongues; 
their hearts were not loyal to him, 
they were not faithful to his covenant. 
36Yet he was merciful; 
he forgave their iniquities 
and did not destroy them. 
Time after time he restrained his anger 
and did not stir up his full wrath. 
He remembered that they were but flesh, 
a passing breeze that does not return. _ 


“How often they rebelled against him fh the 
desert 


and grieved him in the wasteland! 
“Again and again they put God to the test; 
they vexed the Holy One of Israel, 
“They did not remember his power— 


1 


the day he redeemed them from the rid 


oppressor, 


p 
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eed Benjamin and Manasseh ah. ee aioe 
akon YOUR might anal when (he maar pt 
ome and save us, 
sore us, O Godt 


your face shine upon us, 
~ may be saved 


40 Loxo God Almighty, dear oe rr 


how jong will your anger smoker 
aguas prayers of your people? she bas EE " eamsaved te the burden | 
xy bread i 
oo ce their hse et a 
eae mo “isan tnd 
*y sas contention to 
SS I tested you at the water of 
and our enemues mock us. «Hear, O my pace and \ will 
"Restore us, O God Almighty; 7 
make vour face shine upon us, you shall not bow 
that w y be saved. 
ee ‘ol am the Loxp your 
yo brought a vine out of Egypt: 
you drove out the nations and planted it. 
#¥ou cleared the ground for it, But my people would oan 
and it took root and filled the land. Israel would not submit to me, 
.0The mountains were covered with its So | gave them over to their stubbor 
shade, to follow own devices, 
the mighty cedars with its branches. i tale nike 
lift sent out its boughs to the Sea,2 1"Tf my people wold but ate 
its shoots as far as the River.» if Israel would follow 
‘how quickly would I subdue their ‘ 
!2Why have you broken down its walls and turn my hand against their foes! 
so that all who pass by pick its grapes? Those who hati the Loxp would ¢ 
13Boars from the forest ravage it ‘ him, ort Se An» re 
and the creatures of the field feed on it. _ and their punishment: 
14Return to us, O God Almighty! 16But you would be fed 
Look down from heaven and see! with honey from the rock | 
" ; 


Watch over this vine, 


15 the root your nght hand has planted, i 
the sone you have raised up for yourself. 3 gs Oars, £4 
1Your vine is cut down, it is burned with fae <a sate fear ry a beng 


fire; 
at your rebuke your people perish. 
‘7Let your hand rest on the man at your right 
hand, 
the son of man you have raised up for 
yourself. 
isThen we will not turn away from you; 
revive us, and we will call on your name. 


‘Restore us, O Lorp God Almighty; 
make your face shine upon us, 
that we may be saved. ome 


“11 Probably the Mediterranean 11 Thatis, the Euphrates 
/ and we heard a voice we had not known ‘2 The Hebrew is plural. 


ian 


™. 


PSALM 82:5 
<-They know nothing, they understand 
nothing 
They walk about in darkness; 
all the foundations of the earth are shaken 
eI said, “You are “gods 
you are all sons of the Most High.” 
"But you will die like mere men; 
you will fall like every other ruler,” 


SRise up, O God, judge the earth, 
for all the nations are your inheritance 


Psalm 83 
A song. A psalm of Asaph. 


10 God, do not keep silent; 
be not quiet, O God, be not still 
2See how your enemies are astir, 
how your foes rear their heads. 
3With cunning they conspire against your 
people; 
they plot against those you cherish, 
*’"Come,” they say, “let us destroy them asa 
nation, 
that the name of Israel be remembered no 
more.” 


With one mind they plot together; 
they form an alliance against you— 
éthe tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites, 
of Moab and the Hagrites, 
7Gebal,¢ Ammon and Amalek, 
Philistia, with the people of Tyre. 
SEven 4 ssyria has joined them 
to lend strength to the descendants of Lot. 
Selah 


°Do to them as you did to Midian, 

as you did to Sisera and Jabin at the river 

Kishon, 

i0who perished at Endor 

and became like refuse on the ground. 
1Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb, 

all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna, 
2who said, “Let us take possession 

of the pasturelands of God.” 


—— 
82:1 Among “the Gods” 


Human beings like to think of themselves as 
godlike—able to do whatever they like. Many 
commentators believe this psalm’s snort of disdain 
is aimed at human judges and “powers that be” 
who set themselves up as little gods. What will 
become of their arrogance if they defy God? They 
will “die like men!” The grave is a perfect answer 
to their pretensions. 

When Jesus was accused of blasphemy for 
claiming to be God's Son, he referred his critics to 
this psalm (John 10:35). If Scripture could apply 


al 

\)Make them like tumbleweed, O my God, 

‘in ort vetore Gand, ae “y 
As fire consumes the forest 

or a flame sete the mountains ablaze, 
iis pursue them with your tempest 

and terrify them with your storm, 
loCover their faces with shame 

so that men will seek your name, © LonD, 
May they ever be ashamed and dismayeds 

may they perish in disgrace, 
WLet them know that you, whose name ip the 


Loup 
that you alone are the Most High over all the 


earth, 


Poalm 64 


For the director of munie. Aceording to gittit 
Of the Sons of Korah. A psalm. 


‘How lovely is your dwelling place, 

O Lorp Almighty! 
2My soul yearns, even faints, 

for the courts of the Lorp; 
my heart and my flesh cry out 

for the living God. 
3Even the sparrow has found a home, 

and the swallow a nest for herself, 

where she may have her young-— 
a place near your altar, 

O Lorp Almighty, my King and my God. 
4Blessed are those who dwell in your house; 

they are ever praising you. 
SBlessed are those whose strength is in you, 

who have set their hearts on pilgrimage. 
6As they pass through the Valley of Baca, 

they make it a place of springs; 

the autumn rains also cover it with pools.© 
7They go from strength to strength, 

till each appears before God in Zion. 


8Hear my prayer, O Lorp God Almighty; 
listen to me, O God of Jacob. 

9Look upon our shield,4 O God; 
look with favor on your anointed one. 


10Better is one day in your courts 
than a thousand elsewhere; 
{ would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of 
my God 
than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 


ns 


—— 


84:4 Homecoming 


God's house, a place that brings comfort right 


such lofty terminology to sinful human beings, was _ down into your bones. You'd rather spend ay 
it not possible that a perfect man could be God’s near God, praising him, than a paler or 
own Son? anywhere else. Fre 

< + 
+7 That is, Byblos “Title: Probably a musical term ‘6 Or blessings 49 Or souereign ap ee | 


For the Lorp God is a sun and shield; 
the LORD bestows favor and honor; 


no good thing does he withhold 
from those whose walk is blameless. 


120 Lorv Almighty, 
blessed is the man who trusts in you. 


Psalm 85 


F e director of music. Of the Sons of Korah 


A psalm. 


u showed favor to your land, O Lorp, 
you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
2You forgave the iniquity of your people 

and covered all their sins. 
‘You set aside all your wrath 
and turned from your fierce anger. 


4Restore us again, O God our Savior, 
and put away your displeasure toward us. 
5Will you be angry with us forever? 
Will you prolong your anger through all 
generations? 
6Will you not revive us again, 
that your people may rejoice in you? 
?Show us your unfailing love, O Lorp, 
and grant us your salvation 
4] will listen to what God the Lorp will say; 
he promises peace to his people, his saints— 
but let them not return to folly 
Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 
that his glory may dwell in our land. 


Selah 


10Love and faithfulness meet together; 

righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
\1Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, 

and righteousness looks down from heaven. 
12The Lorp will indeed give what is good, 

and our land will yield its harvest. 
3Righteousness goes before him 

and prepares the way for his steps. 


Psalm 86 


A prayer of David 


Hear, O Lorn, and answer me, 
for | am poor and needy. 

2Guard my life, for | am devoted to you. 
You are my God; save your servant 
who trusts in you. 

3Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
for | call to you all day long. 

‘Bring joy to your servant, 
for to you, O Lord, 
| lift up my soul 


5You are forgiving and good, O Lord, 
abounding in love to all who call to you. 

éHear my prayer, O Lorp; 
listen to my cry for mercy 

7In the day of my trouble I will call to you, 
for you will answer me. 


Hebrew Sheol 
Rahab and Babylon, 


"16 Or save your faithful son 


, 4 A poetic name for Egypt 
lista, Tyre and Cush, (1 will record concerning those who acknotwledge me: / "This 


PSALM 87:5 


8Among the gods there is none like you, x 
O Lord; i 
no deeds can compare with yours. 


9All the nations you have 
will come and worship before you, O Lord; 


they will bring glory to your name. < 
10For you are great and do marvelous deeds; 
you alone are God. 


i 


1Teach me your way, O Lorp, 
and | will walk in your truth; 
ive me an undivided heart, 
that I may fear your name. 
12] will praise you, O Lord my 
heart; 
1 will glorify your name forever. 
13For great is your love toward me; 
you have delivered me from the depths of 
the grave.* 


14The arrogant are attacking me, O God; 
a band of ruthless men seeks my life— 
men without regard for you. 
15But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and 
gracious God, 
slow to anger, abounding in love and 
faithfulness. 
16sTurn to me and have mercy on me; 
grant your strength to your servant 
and save the son of your maidservant. 
17Give me a sign of your goodness, 
that my enemies may see it and be put to 
shame, 
for you, O Lorp, have helped me and 
comforted me. 


God, with all my 


Psalm 87 


Of the Sons of Korah. A psalm. A song. 


1He has set his foundation on the holy 
mountain; 
2 the Lorp loves the gates of Zion 
more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
3Glorious things are said of you, 
O city of God: 
4] will record Rahabé and Babylon 
among those who acknowledge me— 
Philistia too, and Tyre, along with Cush4— 
and will say, ‘This¢ one was born in Zion. 


Selah 


on 


5Indeed, of Zion it will be said, 
“This one and that one were born in her, 
and Be Most High himself willestablish = 
er”: ; 


————_— 


86:11 Heart Surgery 
David prays for an undivided heart, in order to — a 
give all of it to God in his praise. ‘Heart’ in the 
Bible doesn’t refer merely to emotions,.but to the 
whole person. David’s prayer means, “Help me 
aim myself in a single direction!” 


<5 


44 That is, the upper Nile region 4 Or 


PSALM 58736 


helmed me with all your 
Selah 

e my closest friends 

pulsive to them. 


nds to you 

wonders to the dead? 

dead rise up and praise 
Selah 
ed in the grave, 
Destruction? 

own in the place of 


deeds in the land of 


‘ou for help, O Loro; 

ng my prayer comes before you. 
L do you reject me 

hide your face from me? 


a 
88-1 Successful Children of a 


Rebellious Father 

Psalen 82 is the last of 12 psalms ascribed to “the 
Sons of Korah.”” Korah, a rebel against Moses’ 
leadership, died in his rebellion (Numbers 16). His 
children were spared, and many years later David 
chowe their clan to found a temple choir 

(1 Chronicles 6-31-37), Apparently these psalms 
were part of a musical collection they used. 


“The Snathering, of Afliction” 


"Tite: Vonniehy 2 tone 
411 Wetman Abaddon 
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"Tithe: Probably a literary or musical term 


—— = 
» 
>. 
From 4 roa 
<a 


ieee Sand am in 
despair. 
1sYour wrath has swept over me; 


ones from me; 
the darkness is my closest friend. 


Psalm 89 
‘A maskil? of Ethan the Ezrahite. 


1] will sing of the Lorp’s great love forever, 
with my mouth I will make your 
known through all generations. 
2] will declare that your love stands firm 
forever, 
that you established your faithfulness in 
heaven itself. . 
3You said, “I have made a covenant with my _ 
chosen one, Sart 
I have sworn to David my servant, 2 
#] will establish your line forever 
and make your throne firm through all” 
generations.’ ” ‘Selah 


sThe heavens praise your wonders, O Lorp, 
your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the 
holy ones. 
6For who in the skies above can compare with — 
the Lorp? 
Who is like the Lorp among the heavenly 


beings? 
7In the council of the holy ones God is greatly 
feared; 
he is more awesome than all who surround 
him. 
8 Loxp God Almighty, who is like you? 
You are mighty, O Lorp, and your 
faithfulness surrounds you. 


#You rule over the surging sea; 
when its waves mount up, you still them. 
You crushed Rahab like one of the slain; 
with your strong arm you scattered your 
enemies. 
1The heavens are yours, and yours also the — 
earth; 
you founded the world and all that is in a 
12You created the north and the south; _ 
Tabor and Hermon sing for joy at Bi 
name. 
13Your arm is endued with power; 
your hand is strong, your right hand exalted. 


\4Righteousness and justice are the foundation — 
of your throne; =" 
Jove and faithfulness go before you, 
15Blessed are those who have Sep to inna 
you, 
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BOOK IV rahe 
i «a 
Psates 30-105 
o canbe 
Psalm 90 : ~ 
ot? ort 
A prayer of Moses the man of God PO pz 
Lord vou have been our dwelling place | ,, 
set soe we chrowghout all generations. : 
ey 2Setore the mountains were born. ate Les 


= — persis hace ve , 
= x thing 2 model of how to respond, 


PSALM &3 


joe you brought forth the earth and the 
work! 
sro everiasting f everlasting you are God 
men back to dust, 
Return to dust, O sons of men 
4&or a thousand years in your sight 
» hike a day that has just gone by, 
or hike @ watch in the night, 
way in the sleep of death 
new grass Of the morning 
he Moning it springs up new 
it is dry and withered, 


SYou sw 


the light of your presence 
ays PASS away under your wrath, 

sh years with a moan. 

of gur days is seventy years— 

we have the strength; 

but trouble and sorrow, 
Pass, and we fly away 


power of your anger? 
h is as great as the fear that is 


r our days aright, 
in a heart of wisdom: 


O Lorn! How long will it be? 
ypassion on your servants. 
the morning with your unfailing 


ay sing for joy and be glad all our 


afflicted us, 
2s many years as we have seen trouble. 
your deeds be shown to your servants, 
lendor to their children 


establish the work of our hands. 


Psalm 91 


He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

rest in the shadow of the Almighty.< 

ill sayé of the Lorn, “He is my refuge and 
my fortress, 

my God, in whom I trust.” 


he will save you from the fowler’s snare 

‘om the deadly pestilence 

4He will cover you with his feathers, 
and under his wings you will find refuge; 
his faithfulness will be your shield and 

rampart 

You will not fear the terror of night, 
nor the arrow that flies by day, 

*nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, 
nor the plague that destroys at midday. 

‘A thousand may fall at your side, 


“10 Oo yet the best of thems "17 On beauity 1 Hebrew Shadi #2 Or He says “10 Hom here symbolizes strength h 
‘ - ’ a 
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8You will only observe ¥ 


and see the punishment of the wicked. 
Sif you make the Most High your dwelling 
even the Lorp, Who is my refuge 


11For he will command his angels 
you is 
to guard you in all your ways; 
12they will lift you up in their hands, 
so that au will not strike your foot against a 
stone. 
13You will tread upon the lion and the cobra; _ 
you will trample the great lion andthe — 
serpent. . * 
\4"Because he loves me," says the Loro, “I will 
rescue him; ow 
I will protect him, for he acknowledges my 
name, 
15He will call upon me, and I will answer him; 
| will be with him in trouble, 
| will deliver him and honor him. 
léWith long life will I satisfy him 
and show him my salvation. 


tr bed 


Psalm 92 
A psalm. A song. For the Sabbath day. ‘ 
\lt is good to praise the Lorp . : 
and make music to your name, O Most “e 
High is te 


2to proclaim your love in the morning — 
and your faithfulness at night, — 

3to the music of the ten-stringed lyre _ 
and the melody of the harp. 

4For you make me glad by your deeds, O Lorn; 
I sing for joy at the works of your hands. 

5How great are your works, O Lorp, 
how profound your thoughts! 

6The senseless man does not know, - 
fools do not understand, 

7that though the wicked spring up like grass 
and all evildoers flourish, : 

they will be forever destroyed. 


4But you, O Lorp, are exalted forever. vu 


°%For surely your enemies, O Lorp, 


surely your enemies will perish; te 
all evildoers will be scattered, ; e 
10You have exalted my horn like that of a wild 
OX; 


fine oils have been poured upon me. a 
1My eyes have seen the defeat of my ‘ 
adversaries; 


my ears have heard the rout of my wicked ey 
foes. , e ee 


2The nghteous will flourish like a palm iy if 
they will grow like a cedar of L o 
planted in the house of the LoRv, 


vay te ab ecu teal 


UE AEE ELAR Te EVE 
whet ane 
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Wey wlll atay Female aint BAe 
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Hye ava Wawa Hthedt yy Oban 

wave hawe Lifted aye (het water: 

joa Wawe HERO ap ENO) Ou NL 
waves 

Migttier thant the thunder at (he great waters, 
Hightior than the breaker of the sen 
Hive Lane ork (get bis A Vey 


thw 
thw 


Your statutes stand CM 
holiny actor VOUE hatin 
for endlows dave, O Lone 


Vealin O4 


1 Lore, the God who avenger, 

O God who avenges, shine forth 
Rise up, O Hide of the earth 

pay back to the proud what they deserve 
‘How long will the wicked, O Lorn, 

how long will the wie ked be jubilant? 


‘They pour out arrogant words; 
all the evildoers are full of boasting) 
‘They crush your people, O LORD; 
they oppress your inheritance 
oThey slay the widow and the alien; 
they murder the fatherless 
‘They say, “The Lorn does not see; 
the God of Jacob pays no heed.” 


NTake heed, you senseless ones among the 
people; 
you fools, when will you become wise? 
*Does he who implanted the ear not hear? 
Does he who formed the eye not see? 
10Does he who disciplines nations not punish? 
Does he who teaches man lack knowledge? 
\The Lorp knows the thoughts of man; 
he knows that they are futile. 


}2Blessed is the man you discipline, O Lorp, 
the man you teach from your law; 
isyou grant him relief from days of trouble, 
till a pit is dug for the wicked 
i4For the Lorp will not reject his people; 
he will never forsake his inheritance. 
15Judgment will again be founded on 
righteousness, 
and all the upright in heart will follow it. 


“8 Meribah means quarreling. +8 Massah means testing. 
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Veal 08 


Wome, lot uw alig foe joy to the Lown) rt 
Jot us shout aloud to the Hoek of our 
walvation 
dhol un conve before he with thankegivitig 
andl extol hin Wi MUR ANE BON: 


Wor the Lowp ts the great God, 

the great King above all gods 
Ain hin hand are the depths of the earth, 

and the mountain peaks belong to him / 
"The pea in his, for he made it, 

and his hands formed the dry land. 


6Come, let us bow down in worship, 
Jot us kneel before the Lone our Maker; 
for he is our God 
and we are the people of his pasture, 
the flock under his care. 


Today, if you hear his volee, 
4 do not harden your hearts as you did at 
Meribah,“ 
as you did that day at Massah? in the 
desert, 
*owhere your fathers tested and tried me, 
though they had seen what I did. 


known as Massal 


|, God made 


promised land of Israel, but a state of 
unity with God. The warning still 


PSALM 95:10 


For forty vears I was angry with that 
generation; 
I said, “They are a people whose hearts go 
astray, 
and they have not known my ways.” 
‘So 1 declared on oath in my anger, 
They shall never enter my rest.” 


Psalm 96 


\Sing to the Lorp a new song; 
sing to the Lorp, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lorn, praise his name; 
proclaim his salvation day after day. 
3Declare his glory among the nations, 
his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 


+For great is the Lorp and most worthy of 
praise; 
he is to be feared above all gods. 
5For all the gods of the nations are idols, 
but the Lorp made the heavens. 
‘Splendor and majesty are before him; 
strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 
7Ascribe to the Lorp, O families of nations, 
ascribe to the Lorp glory and strength. 
SAscribe to the Lorp the glory due his name; 
bring an offering and come into his courts. 
SWorship the Lorop in the splendor of his# 
holiness; 
tremble before him, all the earth. 


10Say among the nations, “The Lorp reigns.” 
The world is firmly established, it cannot be 
moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity. 
lLet the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 
let the sea resound, and all that is in it; 
12 Jet the fields be jubilant, and everything in 
them. 
Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy; 
13 they will sing before the Lorp, for he comes, 
he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness 
and the peoples in his truth. 


Psalm 97 


1The Lorp reigns, let the earth be glad; 
let the distant shores rejoice. 


2Clouds and thick darkness surround him; 

righteousness and justice are the foundation 
of his throne. 

3Fire goes before him 
and consumes his foes on every side. 

4His lightning lights up the world; 
the earth sees and trembles. 

5The mountains melt like wax before the Lorp, 
before the Lord of all the earth. 

6The heavens proclaim his righteousness, 
and all the peoples see his glory. 


7All who worship images are put to shame, 
those who boast in idols— 


#9 Or Lonp with the splendor of 
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worship him, all you ? 
5Zion hears and rejoices 
and the villages of Judah 
because of your ju 
*For you, © Lorn, are the 
the earth; 
you are exalted far above all gods. 


Let those who love the Lorp hate evil, 
for he guards the lives of his faithful ones 
and delivers them from the-hand of the 

wie 

lLight is shed upon the righteous 
and joy on the upright in heart. 

Rejoice in the Lorn, you who are righteous, 


and praise his holy name. 
Psalm 98 
f a 


A psalm. ; 


1Sing to the LorD a new song, 
for he has done marvelous things; 
his right hand and his holy arm 
have worked salvation for him. 
2The Lorp has made his salvation known 
and revealed his righteousness to the 
nations. 
3He has remembered his love 
and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
all the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation of our God. 


4Shout for joy to the Lorp, all the earth, 
burst into jubilant song with music; 
5make music to the Lorp with the harp, 
with the harp and the sound of singing, 
6with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s 
horn— 
shout for joy before the Lorn, the King. 


7Let the sea resound, and everything in it, 
the world, and all who live in it. 

8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
let the mountains sing together for joy; 

%let them sing before the Lorp, 
for he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world in righteousness 

and the peoples with equity. 


Psalm 99 


The Lorp reigns, 
let the nations tremble; 
he sits enthroned between the cherubim, 
let the earth shake. 
2Great is the Lorp in Zion; 
he is exalted over all the nations. 
3Let them praise your great and awesome 
name— 
he is holy. : 
4The King is mighty, he loves justice— _ 
you have established equity; A, 
in Jacob you have done e 


\ 


what is just and right 
SExalt the Lonp our God 
and worship at his footstool; 
he is holy. 
6Mowes and Agron were among his priests, 
eae okt among those who called on his 
name: 
they called on the LoxD 
and he answered them. 
*He spoke to them from the pillar of cloud; 
they kept his statutes and the decrees he 
gave them, 
sO Lorp our God, 
you answered them; 
you were to Israel# a forgiving God, 
though you punished their misdeeds.’ 
%Exalt the Lop our God 
and worship at his holy mountain, 
for the Lorp our God is holy. 


Psalm 100 
A psalm. For giving thanks, 


1Shout for joy to the Lor, all the earth. 
2 Worship the Lorp with gladness; 
come before him with joyful songs. 
3Know that the Lorp is God. 
It is he who made us, and we are his‘; 
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 


4Enter his gates with thanksgiving 
and his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and praise his name. 
5For the Lorp is good and his love endures 
forever; 
his faithfulness continues through all 
generations. 


Psalm 101 


Of David. A psalm. 


1] will sing of your love and justice; 
to you, O Lorp, | will sing praise. 

21 will be careful to lead a blameless life— 
when will you come to me? 


I will walk in my house 
with blameless heart. 

3] will set before my eyes 
no vile thing. 


The deeds of faithless men I hate; 
they will not cling to me. 

4Men of perverse heart shall be far from me; 
I will have nothing to do with evil. 


5Whoever slanders his neighbor in secret, 
him will I put to silence; 

whoever has haughty eyes and a proud heart, 
him will I not endure. 


6My eyes will be on the faithful in the land, 
that they may dwell with me; 


515 


\ “8 Hebrew them *8 Or / an avenger of the wrongs dome to them 


he whose walk is blameless 
will minister to me, 
7No one who practices deceit 
will dwell in my house; 
no one who speaks falsely 
will stand in my presence. 
*Every morning | will put to silence 
all the wicked in the land; 
I will cut off every evildoer 
from the city of the Lozp. 


Psalm 102 


A prayer of an afflicted man. When he is taint and 
pours out his lament before the Lop. 


lHear my prayer, O Loxp; 
let my cry for help come to you. 
2Do not hide your face from me 
when | am in distress. 
Turn your ear to me; 
when I call, answer me quickly. 
3For my days vanish like smoke; 
my bones burn like glowing embers. 
4My heart is blighted and withered like grass; ” 
1 forget to eat my food. 
5Because of my loud groaning 
lam reduced to skin and bones. 
61 am like a desert owl, 
like an owl among the ruins. 
71 lie awake; I have become 
like a bird alone on a roof. 
8All day long my enemies taunt me; 
those who rail against me use my name as 2 


curse. 
9For | eat ashes as my food 
10because of your great wrath, 
for you have taken me up and thrown me 
aside. 
11My days are like the evening shadow; 
l wither away like grass. 
12But you, O Lor», sit enthroned forever; 
your renown endures through all 


generations. 
13You will arise and have compassion on Zion, 
for it is time to show favor to her; 
the appointed time has come. 
14For her stones are dear to your servants; 
her very dust moves them to pity. 
15The nations will fear the name of the Loxp, 


101:7 The Company You Keep _ 


PSALM N22 


goex 


Mane ce the Gennes 
Tue SENS Dheur ple, 


2k Sine Sor 2 Rater gemecame, 
TUE TEE WEE Coates GaN RS he 


2G teed Bh YEE GEASS, 
twit retexins yort like from the pit 

and crowts you with love and compassion, 
twas vatiakees your desses with good things 


102-26 Outlasting the Universe 
bs 2 Geemmemnd tenevert Mon according to the — 
rherws, weer redicts that the universe, which 
£54 made, oth wear ont thee oid clothes, Bit God 
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__ CORN us aceerdiing te eur iniquaties. 
“Sor as high as the Deuvens are adowe the earth, 
_, S@steatis hes love (or these whe fearhime 
ES Rr as the east is Grom the west, 


“SAs 2 tather has compassion om his children, 
‘so the Loge bas compassion om those whe 
fear him; : 

“tor he Knows how we are foemed, ; 
he remembers that we are dust. 

SAs for mam, his days are like grass, 
he dourishes like a dower of the felt 

‘the wind blows over it and it is gone r 
and its place remembers it no more.” *, 
© But from everlasting to everiasting: : 
the Loan’s love is with these who fear him, 

children— 

with those who keep his covenant 

and remember to obey his precepts. 

“The Losp has established his throne in heaven, 
and his kingdom ruies over all. - 

Praise the Loap, you his angels, _ ¢ 

who obey his word. 

21Praise the Logp, all his heavenly hosts, 

you his servants who do his will. 

Praise the Loan, all his works 
everywhere in his dominion. 

Praise the Loan, O my soul. 


Psalm 104 


'Praise the Lozp, O my soul. 

O Lorp my God, you are very great; 
you are clothed with splendor and majesty. 

THe wraps hirnself in light as with a garment; 
he stretches out the heavens likea tent — 

3 and lays the beams of his upper chambers on 

their waters. 

He makes the clouds his chariot 9 " 
and rides on the wings of the wind. ; 

sHe makes winds his messengers,” 
flames of fire his servants. 


5He set the earth on its foundations; ie 
it can never be moved. up > 
“You covered it with the deep as witha a 


a 


a 


7 othe waters Hed, 
But at your rebuke the wale sr thovitoek i 


at the sound of your Wane 


fight 
“the od over The MOUPEAINS, 
si hei Gown into the valleys. 
igned for them 


dace YOU asl 
2 ne Pnundary they cannot e086) 
never again will they cover the earth 
WHe makes springs pour water into the ravines, 
i lows between the mountains 
LiThey give water to all the beasts of the Held; 
the wild donkeys quench their thirst 
The birds of the air nest by the waters; 
they sing among the branches 
‘He waters the mountains from his upper 
chambers; 
the earth is satisfied by the fruit of his work 
MMe makes grass grow for the cattle, 


419 That is, the hyrax or rock badger 
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The Beauty of Nature 
Creation sings God's pratse 


How many are your works, O Lop! In wisdom you made them all, 104-24 


pas 104 shows appreciation for every aspect of nature, even creatures like 
and the “leviathan,” the whale or sea monster. The Israelites, as herders and farmers, had no 


intrinsic errs Dare to God. 
The author saw how the world fits together, everything in its proper . At night wild 
crops for people and 


animals hunt; at daybreak humans go out to work. The rain falls, nourishing 
grass for cattle, but also watering the forest to provide a place for birds to nest. 


God's Perfect Work 

The intertwining of nature is not, for the psalmist, like a complex machine, 
sensitive. Things fit together because an intimate, personal watches over them. Animals eat 
on schedule not just because their habitat contains adequate food, but because God Bives them 


their food “at the proper time.” Every breath of life depends on his will. So do 
winds and clouds, the water supply, the very stability of the earth. The ist doesn’t just 
marvel over the complexity and beauty of nature; in it he sees the work of God. 
Modern people are often preoccupied with the fear of overcrowding and poisonir 
psalms show no such fear, for overcrowding and pollution were not major problems in that 
nough, this psalm ends with a wish that God would 


preindustrial civilization. Yet interestingly e: 
clean up the earth—cleanse it of sinners, who mar its perfection by their rejection of God’s will. 


The beauty of the earth, made by God, calls out for purity—purity of the heart. * 


Life Questions: How does nature affect you? How do you affect it? _ ms, na 


ah 
PHALM 104:23 516 = 
they return and lie dows in thet dens the re: ig for a thousand 
7 tot 7 Za 
i ne his ‘at oe until orantoeal the agen made wih 
the oat swore to - 
“blow many are your works, O Loupt He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, — 
In wisdom you made ther all, to Israel as an ev! 
the earth ip full of your creatures: 11”To you I will give the land of ‘Canaaréa 
2 There is the sea, vast and spacious, ‘as the portion you will inherit.” 
iing with creatures beyond number— 
living things both large and small 12When they were but few in number, r 
There the ships go to and fro, few indeed, and strangers in it, 
and the leviathan, which you formed to ‘they wandered from nation to nation, 
frolic there from one kingdom to another. =. 
. ‘4He allowed no one to oppress them; 
27These all look to you ¥ x 
to give them their food at the proper time. ee si oy eats 
24When you give it to them, touch a 
they gather it up; do my prophets no harm: 
when you open your hand, 
they are satisfied with good things. ile cee ee tei supe of pat 
29When you hide your face, 17and he sent a man before them— 
they are terrified; j h, sold as a slave. 
when you take away their breath, popes toh. 
they die and return to the dust. They Dries duis Soot with shorklee. 
30When you send your Spirit, a ee uh eae tod 
Hey ae cea Per till the word of the Lorp proved “- 
and you renew the face o! le eal le 
20The king sent and released him, 
31May the glory of the Lorp endure forever; the ruler of peoples set him free. 
may the Lorp rejoice in his works— ahem made him master of his household, 
32he who looks at the earth, and it trembles, tuler over all he possessed, 
who touches the mountains, and they 2to instruct his princes as he pleased 
smoke. and teach his elders wisdom. 
33] will sing to the Lorp all my life; 2Then Israel entered Egypt; 
I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. Jacob lived as an alien in the land of Ham. 
34May my meditation be pleasing to him, 24The Lorp made his people very fruitful; 
as I rejoice in the Lorp. he made them too numerous for their foes, — 
35But may sinners vanish from the earth 25whose hearts he turned to hate his people, 
and the wicked be no more. to conspire against his servants. ii | 
Praise the Lorp, O my soul. ™ie nent Mees bg 
Praise the Lorp.* 2They performed his miraculous signs among 
them, 
his wonders in the land of Ham. 
Psalm 105 28He sent darkness and made the land dark— 
for had they not rebelled against his 
1Give thanks to the Lorp, call on his name; words? 
make known among the nations what he has He turned their waters into blood, oh , 
done. ‘4 : causing their fish to die. ~ 
2Sing to him, sing praise to him; “Their land teemed with frogs, 
tell of all his wonderful acts. which went up into the ehaskal their 
3Glory in his holy name; rulers. y 
let the hearts of those who seek the Lorp 31He spoke, and there came swarms of flies, 
rejoice. and ts throughout their country. he 
4Look to the Lorp and his strength; @He pea their rain into hail, 
seek his face always. with lightning throughout their land; ron 


‘She struck down their vines and fig trees 
and shattered the trees of theircountry, 9. 


5Remember the wonders he has done, 
his miracles, and the judgments he 


pronounced, MHe spoke, and the locusts came, 
6O descendants of Abraham his servant, grasshoppers without number; £) Sub 
O sons of Jacob, his chosen ones. ‘Sthey ate up every green thing in ‘helt land, — By 
7He is the Lory our God; ate up the produce of their soil. 
his judgments are in all the earth. “Then —— down all the cobein alana” 
tHe remembers his covenant forever, the firstfruits of all their manhood. 


"15 Hebrew Hallelu Yah, in the Septuagint this line stands at the beginning of Palm 105, 


* 519 


<He brought out Israel, laden with silver and 


and Suartions their aa no one faltered. 
= vas glad when they left, 
ca sy st = 2 of Israel had fallen on them. 
*He spree € » cloud as a covering, 
and a fire to give light at night. f 
& They asked, and he brought them quail 
and satisfied them with the bread of heaven. 
diHe opened the rock, and water gushed out; 
river it flowed in the desert. 


like 
he remembered his holy promise 
ven to his servant Abraham. 
ought out his people with rejoicing, 
hosen ones with shouts of joy; 
éehe gave them the lands of the nations, 
‘and they fell heir to what others had toiled 


2 


for— 
t they might keep his precepts 
observe his laws. 


Praise the LorD.* 


Psalm 106 


Praise the Lorp.* 
anks to the Lorp, for he is good; 
ove endures forever. 
an proclaim the mighty acts of the Lorp 
or fully declare his praise? 
3Blessed are they who maintain justice, 
who constantly do what is right. 
«Remember me, O Lorp, when you show favor 
to your people, 
come to my aid when you save them, 
Sthat I may enjoy the prosperity of your chosen 
ones, 
that I may share in the joy of your nation 
and join your inheritance in giving praise. 


2Wh 


‘We have sinned, even as our fathers did; 
we have done wrong and acted wickedly. 
7When our fathers were in Egypt, 
they gave no thought to your miracles; 
they did not remember your many kindnesses, 
and they rebelled by the sea, the Red Sea.¢ 
8Yet he saved them for his name's sake, 
to make his mighty power known. 
°He rebuked the Red Sea, and it dried up; 
he led them through the depths as through a 
desert 
i0He saved them from the hand of the foe; 
from the hand of the enemy he redeemed 
them. 
l1The waters covered their adversaries; 
not one of them survived. 
2Then they believed his promises 
and sang his praise. 
13But they soon forgot what he had done 
and did not wait for his counsel. 
i4[n the desert they gave in to their craving; 
in the wasteland they put God to the test. 
1550 he gave them what they asked for, 


“45 Hebrew Hallelu Yah 
and 22 


*1 Hebrew Hallelu Yah; also in verse 48 
433 Or agains! his spirit, / and rash words came from his lips 


PSALM 106:37 


but sent a wasting disease upon them. 
16In the camp they grew envious of Moses 

and of Aaron, who was consecrated to the 

Lorp. 

17The earth opened up and swallowed Dathan; 

it buried the company of Abiram- - 
18Fire blazed among their followers; * 

a flame consumed the wicked. a 
19At Horeb they made a calf 

and worshiped an idol cast from metal. 
20They exchanged their Glory 

for an image of a bull, which eats grass. 
2They forgot the God who saved them, 

who had done great things in Egypt, 
2miracles in the land of Ham 

and awesome deeds by the Red Sea. 
23S0 he said he would destroy them— 

had not Moses, his chosen one, 

stood in the breach before him 
to keep his wrath from destroying them. 


2sThen they despised the pleasant land; 
they did not believe his promise. 
25They grumbled in their tents » 
and did not obey the Lorp. 
26So he swore to them with uplifted hand 
that he would make them fall in the desert, 
27make their descendants fall among the nations 
and scatter them throughout the lands. 


28They yoked themselves to the Baal of Peor 
and ate sacrifices offered to lifeless gods; 
2they provoked the Lorp to anger by their 
wicked deeds, 
and a plague broke out among them. 
30But Phinehas stood up and intervened, 
and the plague was checked. 
31This was credited to him as righteousness 
for endless generations to come. 


32By the waters of Meribah they angered the 
Lorb, 
and trouble came to Moses because of them; 
33for they rebelled against the Spirit of God, 
and rash words came from Moses’ lips.¢ 


MThey did not destroy the peoples 
as the Lorp had commanded them, 
35but they mingled with the nations 
and adopted their customs. 
They worshiped their idols, 
which became a snare to them. 
37They sacrificed their sons 


106:12 The Turning Point 
When the Israelites praised God, their 

turned naturally back to the time when 
(through Moses) freed them from slavery and gave 
them a country all their own. In it saw God's 
pure graciousness, fe had done to win 
their freedom; God had done it all..Similarly, 
Christians look back to Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, which freed them from sin’s slavery. 


ov 
‘7 Hebrew Yam Suph; that is, Sea of Reeds: also in verses 9 
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his sanctuary: 
will parcel out Shechem 
re off the Valley of Succoth. 
Manasseh is mine; 
my helmet, 
ay scepter. 
Moab is my washbasin. 
upon Edom I toss my sandal; 
over Philistia | shout in tinumph.” 


10Who will bring me to the fortified city? 
Who will lead me to Edom? 


1s it not you, O God, you who have rejected us 


and no longer go out with our armies? 
12Give us aid against the enemy, 

for the help of man is worthless. 
13With God we will gain the victory, 

and he will trample down our enemies. 


Psalm 109 


For the director of music. Of David. A psalm 


10 God, whom I praise, 
do not remain silent, 
2for wicked and deceitful men 
have opened their mouths against me; 


#6 Or They say, “Appomt (with quotation marks at the end of verse 19) 
17 Or curse, | and it has 


410 Septuagint; Hebrew sought 
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") 
may strangers plunder the fruity OF Nie labor, 


May no one extend Kindness (0 Nin 
cor take pity on his fatherloss children, 
YO May his descendants be cut off, 
their names blotted out fram the NeXt 
generation, 


‘tay the iniquity of his fathers be remembered 


betore the LORD; 


may the sin of his mother never be blotted 


out, 


{SMay their sins always remain before the Lonp, 


that he may cut off the memory of them 
trom the earth, 


teFor he never thought of doing a kindness, 
but hounded to death the poor 
and the needy and the brokenhearted, 
WHe loved to pronounce a CUMGr 
may ite come on him; 
he found no pleasure in blessing 
may it bef far from him, 
i8He wore cursing as his garment; 
it entered into his body like water, 
into his bones like oil. 
19May it be like a cloak wrapped about him, 
like a belt tied forever around him, 
May this be the Lorp’s payment to my 
accusers, ‘ 
to those who speak evil of me. 


21But you, O Sovereign Lorp, 


deal well with me for your name's sake; 


¢ 


out of the goodness of your love, deliver me, 


109:8 The Judas Principle 


Peter applied this verse to Judas (Acts 1:20), The 
's life as the 


the Messiah, David's — 
son. The savage betrayal recorded in this poem 
shows, as do many psalms, that unexplained. 


New Testament writers saw 
pattern and foreshadowing of 


tin 


suffering comes to the most devoted of God’s 


people: first David, then Jesus, 


6 Or the Evil One <6 Or let Satan ‘ 


117 Or blessing, f and tt is i 


os 


we 


4 


fs 


a 


PSALM 109:22 522 
2For Iam rand needy, 
and may heat is wounded within me. 
23] fade away like an evening shadow; 
lam shaken off like a locust. 
24My knees give way from fasting; 
my body is thin and gaunt. 
25] am an object of scorn to my accusers; 
when they see me, they shake their heads. 


26Help me, O Lorpv my God; 
save me in accordance with your love. 

2Let them know that it is your hand, 
that you, O Lorp, have done it. 

28They may curse, but you will bless; 
when they attack they will be put to shame, 
but your servant will rejoice. 

29My accusers will be clothed with disgrace 
and wrapped in shame as in a cloak. 


With my mouth I will greatly extol the Lorp; 
in the great throng I will praise him. _ 
31For he stands at the right hand of the needy 

one, 
to save his life from those who condemn 
him. 


Psalm 110 
Of David. A psalm. 


1The Lorp says to my Lord: 
“Sit at my right hand 
until | make your enemies 
a footstool for your feet.” 
2The Lorp will extend your mighty scepter from 
Zion; 
you will rule in the midst of your enemies. 
3Your troops will be willing 
on your day of battle. 
Arrayed in holy majesty, 
from the womb of the dawn 
you will receive the dew of your youth.# 


4The Lorp has sworn 

and will not change his mind: 
“You are a priest forever, 

in the order of Melchizedek.” 


5The Lord is at your right hand; 
he will crush kings on the day of his wrath. 
‘He will judge the nations, heaping up the dead 
and crushing the rulers of the whole earth. 
7He will drink from a brook beside the way; 


—__ 
110:1 The Son of God 

Jesus quoted this verse in Mark 12:35-37 to show 
that the Messiah would not be merely a human 
military leader, as many Jews expected. Here 
David refers to the coming King (David's 
descendant) as “my Lord.” If the Messiah were 
strictly his human descendant, David would not 
address him so respectfully, 


rr 


*3 Or! your young men will come to you like the dew 


for the Logo, is gracious and compassionate and righteous 


w “i 


therefore he will lift up his head. A 
Psalm 111° 


iPraise the Lorp.4 


I will extol the Lorp with all my heart 
in the council of the upright and in the 
assembly. 


2Great are the works of the LORD; 
they are pondered by all who delight in 
them. 
3Glorious and majestic are his ape 
and his righteousness endures forever. 
4He has caused his wonders to be remembered; 
the Lorp is gracious and compassionate. 
5He provides food for those who fear him; 
he remembers his covenant forever, 
6He has shown his people the power of his 
works, 
giving them the lands of other nations. 
7The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
all his precepts are trustworthy. 
8They are steadfast for ever and ever, 
done in faithfulness and uprightness. 
9He provided redemption for his people; 
he ordained his covenant forever— 
holy and awesome is his name. 


10The fear of the Lorp is the beginning of 
wisdom; 
all who follow his precepts have good 
understanding. 
To him belongs eternal praise. 


Psalm 112° 


1Praise the Lorp.4 


Blessed is the man who fears the Lorp, 
who finds great delight in his commands. 
?His children will be mighty in the land; 
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
3Wealth and riches are in his house, 
and his righteousness endures forever, 
4Even in darkness light dawns for the upright, 
for the gracious and compassionate and 
righteous man.¢ 
5Good will come to him who is generous and 
lends freely, 
who conducts his affairs with justice. 
Surely he will never be shaken; 
a righteous man will be remembered forever. 
7He will have no fear of bad news: | 
his heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lorp. 
8His heart is secure, he will have no fear; 
in the end he will look in triumph on his 
foes. 
He has scattered abroad his to the 
his righteousness nie ae 
his hornf will be lifted high in honor, 
10The wicked man will see and be vexed, 


°7 Or/ 
an acrostic poem, the lines of which begin with the micocslve lets ofthe ete ase ath arty This peal bs 


19 Horn here symbolizes dignity. 


“1 Hebrew Hallelu Yah “4 Or 


523 PSALM 11516 


he will gnash his teeth and waste away) bs Ls name “ ibe Lane eee: 
the lor f thi cked will come to now and forev A 
gic, galas ‘ skrom the rising of the aun to the plage where it” 
nets, 
the name of the Loup ia to be praised, i 
Pealmilty 4The Lonp is exalted over all the nations, 
his glory above the heavens, 
tPralse the Lori sWho is like the Loxp our God, 


the One who sits enthroned on high, 


Praise, O servants of the Lorp, 
praise the name of the Lorp. éwho stoops down to look 
: 


#1 Hebrew Hallélu Yah; also in verse 9 


| INSIGHT 


, 


A Mysterious Figure 


He came “out of nowbere” to win great respect 


“You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek,” 110:4 
F 
he Bible has a shadowy figure who is mentioned only three times, yet has great importance, 
Melchizedek came “out of nowhere” in Genesis 14:18-20 as a priest whom Abraham honored, 
Melchizedek never reappeared. But Psalm 110 mentions him in referring to the Messiah, the 
conquering king whom Israelites expected. And in the New Testament, the book of Hebrews 
devotes more ean a chapter to Melchizedek’s significance. Why so? The answer has to do with 


Israel's longing for great leadership. 

Israel had three important kinds of leaders: prophets, priests, and kings. Prophets told the 
truth, revealing God’s righteousness. ne were to put righteousness into effect, as head of the 
government. Priests were to see that God met his people in worship: they represented God to the 
people, and tie people to God. According to the God-given Israelite constitution, kings and 
priests always came from different tribes: a priest from the Levite family and a king from the Judah 


family. Ordinarily, a king could not be a priest. 


Total Leadership 

The Messiah, however, must be a total leader: a perfect king governing justly, a perfect prophet 
revealing God's truth, a pattecs priest bringing God and people together. ait how Losin he be all 
three, when priests and kings were supposed to come from different families? Wouldn't that 
violate God's law? 

Psalm 110 suggests (and Hebrews 7 amplifies) the answer. Melchizedek’s example proves that a 
priest need not necessarily come from the proper family. Melchizedek was not even a Jew, let 
alone from the Levite family. He knew nothing about the temple or the Old Testament law, for 
these came after his time. Yet his spiritual power impressed Abraham. Melchizedek showed the 
kind of leadership Christ was to bring. He was both a priest and a king. 

Psalm 110’s brief praise provides a thread between the Old and New Testaments. It hints that 
the Messiah would be greater than David, while David's descendant. And by tracing the Messiah's 
roots to Melchizedek, it established his credibility as both priest and king. © 
Life Questions: What are the “proper channels” you expect to see spiritual leadership come from? 
God ever led you through someone outside those channels? = ‘ omni ti 


PSALM 113:7 
on the heavens and the earth? 
7He raises the poor from the dust 
and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 
She seats them with princes, 
with the princes of their people. 
9He settles the barren woman in her home 
as a happy mother of children. 


Praise the Lorp. 
Psalm 114 


1When Israel came out of Egypt, 
the house of Jacob from a people of foreign 
tongue, 
2Judah became God's sanctuary, 
Israel his dominion. 


3The sea looked and fled, 
the Jordan turned back; 
4the mountains skipped like rams, 
the hills like lambs. 
sWhy was it, O sea, that you fled, 
O Jordan, that you turned back, 
syou mountains, that you skipped like rams, 
you hills, like lambs? 


"Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, 
at the presence of the God of Jacob, 

8who turned the rock into a pool, 
the hard rock into springs of water. 


Psalm 115 


Not to us, O Lorp, not to us 
but to your name be the glory, 
because of your love and faithfulness. 


2Why do the nations say, 
“Where is their God?” 
3Our God is in heaven; 
he does whatever pleases him. 
4But their idols are silver and gold, 
made by the hands of men. 
5They have mouths, but cannot speak, 
eyes, but they cannot see; 
they have ears, but cannot hear, 
noses, but they cannot smell; 
7they have hands, but cannot feel, 
feet, but they cannot walk; 
nor can they utter a sound with their throats. 
8Those who make them will be like them, 
and so will all who trust in them. 


90 house of Israel, trust in the Loro>— 
he is their help and shield. 


———_ 


113:1 Psalms of the Last Supper 
Psalms 113 to 118 were traditionally sung at the 
Passover meal—the first two before the meal, the 
last four after. These were probably the last songs 
Jesus Fan with his disciples before his death (Mark 


——————————— LT 
£10 Or believed even when 


#18 Hebrew Hallelu Yah *3 Hebrew Sheol 


524 
190 house of Aaron, trust in the LoRD— 


« 


he is their help and shield. 
1You who fear him, trust in the LORD— 
he is their help and shield. 
12The Lorp remembers us and will bless us: 
He will bless the house of Israel, 
he will bless the house of Aaron, “ > 
1She will bless those who fear the LoRO— 
small and great alike. . 


14May the Lorp make you increase, 

both you and your children. ’ 
1SMay you be blessed by the Lorp, 

the Maker of heaven and earth. . 
16The highest heavens belong to the Lord, 

but the earth he has given to man. 
Wit is not the dead who praise the LORD, 

those who go down to silence; 
I8it is we who extol the LorD, 

both now and forevermore. 


Praise the Lorp* 
Psalm 116 


tL love the Lorp, for he heard my voice; 
he heard my cry for mercy. 

2Because he turned his ear to me, 
1 will call on him as long as I live. . 


3The cords of death entangled me, 
the anguish of the grave* came upon me; 
I was overcome by trouble and sorrow. 
4Then I called on the name of the LORD: 
“© Lorp, save me!” 
5The Lorp is gracious and righteous; 
our God is full of compassion. 
The Lor protects the sim) 4 
when | was in great need, he saved me. 


7Be at rest once more, O my soul, 
for the Lorp has been good to you. 


8For you, O Lorp, have deli 
oro nave cere ROR 


my eyes from tears, 

my feet from stumbling, ? 
Sthat | may walk before the LoRD 

in the land of the living. 
10] believed; therefore* I said, 

“| am greatly afflicted.” : 
MAnd in my dismay I said, 

“All men are liars.” ar 
12How can I repay the Lorp 

for all his goodness to me? 
13] will lift up the cup of salvation 

and call on the name of the LORD. + 
14] will fulfill my vows to the LoD 

in the presence of all his people. 
15Precious in the sight of the Lorp 

is the death of his saints. 
160 Lorp, truly Lam your servant; 

lam your servant, the son of your 

maidservan 


7 


416 Or servant, your faithfal som 


: 


you have freed me from my chain 


‘71 will sacrifice a thank offering to you 
and call on the name of the Lonn: 
18] will fulfill my vows to the Lowy 
in the presence of all his people, 
1%n the courts of the house of the Lowy 
in your midst, O Jerusalem 


Praise the Loup. 


Pealm 117 


IPraise the Lonp, all you nations; 
extol him, all you peoples, 
2For great is his love toward us, 
and the faithfulness of the Lox endures 
forever 


Praise the Lorn.“ 


IGive thanks to the Lorp, for he is good; 
his love endures forever 


2Let Israel say 
His love endures forever.” 
‘Let the house of Aaron say; 
“His love endures forever.” 
4Let those who fear the Lorp say: 
“His love endures forever.” 


5In my anguish | cried to the Lorp, 
and he answered by setting me free. 
6The Lor is with me; I willnot be afraid, 
What can man do to me? 
7The Lor is with me; he is my helper 
J will look in triumph on my enemies. 
4It is better to take refuge in the Lorp 
than to trust in man. 
9It is better to take refuge in the Lorp 
than to trust in princes. 


10All the nations surrounded me, 

but in the name of the Lorp I cut them off. 
11They surrounded me on every side, 

but in the name of the Lorp I cut them off. 
12They swarmed around me like bees, 

but they died out as quickly as burning 

thorns; 

in the name of the Lor | cut them off. 
13] was pushed back and about to fall, 

but the Lorp helped me. 
M4The Lorp is my strength and my song; 

he has become my salvation. 


15Shouts of joy and victory 
resound in the tents of the righteous: 
“The Lorp’s right hand has done mighty 
things! 
16 The Lorp’s right hand is lifted high; 
the Lorp’s right hand has done mighty 
things!’” 


17] will not die but live, 


19,2 Hebrew Hallelu Yah ‘26 The Hebrew is plural. 


525 


«27 Or Bind the festal sacrifice with ropes | and take it 
an acrostic poem; the verses of each stanza begin with the same letter of the Hebrew alphabet. 


PSALM 119112 


and will proclaim what the Lorp has done, 
WThe Lonp has chastened me severely, 
but he has pot given me over to death, 


Open for me the gates of righteousness; — 

1 will enter and give thanks to the Lorn, 
~This is the gate of the Lord 

through which the righteous may enter: 
211 will give you thanks, for you answered mey 

you have become my salvation, . 


2The stone the builders rejected 
has become the capstone; 

2Mthe Logp has done this, 
and it is marvelous in Our eyes, 

NThis is the day the Lorp has ma 
let us rejoice and be glad in it, 


250 Lorp, save us; 
O Lorp, grant us success. 
2Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lorp. 
From the house of the Lorp we bless you. 
27The Lorp is God, 
and he has made his light shine upon us. 
With boughs in hand, join in the festal 
procession 
up* to the horns of the altar, 


28You are my God, and I will give you thanks; 
you are my God, and | will exalt you. ‘ 


29Give thanks to the Lorb, for he is good; 


his love endures forever. 


Psalm 119¢ aid 


® Aleph 
1Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, 


* who walk according to the law of the Lorb. 


2Blessed are they who keep his statutes 
and seek him with all their heart. 
3They do nothing wrong; 
they walk in his ways. 
4You have laid down precepts 
that are to be fully obeyed. 
~5Oh, that my ways were steadfast 
in obeying your decrees! 
~ Then I would not be put to shame 
when I consider all your commands. 
71 will praise you with an upright heart 
as I learn your righteous laws. t 
§] will obey your decrees; . 
do not utterly forsake me. 


2 Beth 
9How can a young man keep his way pure? 
By living according to your word. 
10] seek you with all my heart; , 
do not let me stray from your commands. 
1] have hidden your word in my heart 
that | might not sin against you. 
12Praise be to you, O Lorp; 
teach me your decrees. 


«This paatmis 


— 


PSALM 1183 Ro 
With aay hes P recount 
alt the laws Chat come MOH YORE 
mouth 
NP rekace in QatowRS YORE STATUES 
as OS FEFOES HR SERT 
OS meditate ann VOUT PRCRP SS 
and Consader YORE WAYS, 
det dete ht an your deerwes 
Twill net neglect your word. 


INSIGHT 


A Love Poem to God's Law 
How could Scripture inspire such poetry? 


| OR uo my Aands to your commands, which | love. 11943 


law 
How do you fail in love with law? 
them grudgingty. But no one writes 
The word translated “law” doesn’t 
instructions. The poet sces.tite full of uncertainties, of enemies, of 
reliable guide for living—like pavement underfoot 


God's law, to the psaleist, is no slaven-—rather & 
commands, for you have set my heart * (verse 


On the Edge of Death 

Psalm 119 is not written from an i tower. The poet has 
87), and even as he writes, “the wk ae veg Oo 
dangerous situation he has learned to hang on to 
become grateful for his sufferings: “It was good for me to 
decrees” (verse 71). 

The psalmist simply does not see God's law 
voice in it. “The earth is filled with your love, 
statutes ... are the joy of my heart™ (verse 111). 

God's laws channe! God's love into the 
him wisdom to understand his situation. 
with such thanktulness. In God’s word he finds more than dii 


Life Questions: Do you ever feel with the that life has 
How can God's law help you regain 


Yen rebuke the arrogant, whieare euroed 
and Who atray fon Your COQmnnands: 
Jiheriawe fron rie anes afd eentennipty 
for L hoop your atalaten 
he Tough clere oll together acd alander me, 
you oeryant will meditate on your decrees 
Voy atotites age HY delight) 
They ane Hy COM ORTON: 


1 Dale 


WY) a laid Few i te divats 
pronerve ty fe gearing ta your word 
it ocountod my Waye and you anawered (ne) 
teach me your deere, 
Let me understand the teaching of your 
precepts, 
then twill meditate on your wonders, 
WMy soul io weary with sorrow; 
strengthen me according to your word, 
WKeep me from decelttul waya) 
be yracious to me through your law 
Wi have chosen the way of truth; 
have set my heart on your lawa, 
4} hold (ast to your statutes, O Lom; 
do not let me be pul to shame 
Yi pun in the path of your commands, 
for you have set my heart tee 


n He 
Teach me, O Lonp, to follow your decrees; 
then | will keep them to the end 
MGive me understanding, and I will keep your 
law 
and obey it with all my heart 
‘Direct me in the path of your commands, 
for there | find delight 
wrurn my heart toward your statutes 
and not towardadlfieh gain a 
WTurn my eyes away from worthless things; 
preserve my life according to your word, 
WHulfll your promise to your servant, 
no that you may be feared, 
Whake away the disgrace | dread, 
for your laws are good 
WHow | long for your precepts! 
Preserve my life in your righteousness, 


1 Waw 


‘May your unfailing love come to me, O Lorp, 
your salvation according to your promise; 
then | will answer the one who taunté me, 
for | trust in your word \ 
“Do not snateh the word of truth from my 
mouth, 
for | have put my hope in your laws, 
“41 will always obey your law, 
for ever and ever 
491 will walk about in freedom, 
for] have sought out your precepts. 
46] will speak of your statutes before kings 
and will not be put to shame, 
Wor | delight in your commands 
because | love them 
« 


\ 


v 


+1) Two manuperipte of the Manoretic Text and Dead Sea Scrolls; most manuscripts of the Masonetic Text life in your way. 
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PSALM 11968 
oh With wn rey hand ne eEeey, which 
et, ‘ 

and | meditate on your decrees, 


1 Zayin 


tLemerniber your ward to your servant, 
for you have given me hope. 

“iy comfort in my muttering ie this: 
Your prormiae preserves my Vike, 

The arrogant mock me without Y 
fut | do not turn from your law. 

“| remember your ancient laws, O Loup, 


sad 


and | find comfort in them. 
Mindignation grips me because of the wicked, 
have forsaken your law, 


“Your decrees are the theme of my song 
wherever | lodge, 

“in the night I remember your name, O Loup, 
and | will keep your law. ’ 

This has been my practice: 
| obey your precepts, 


n Heth 


97You are my portion, O Lor; 
I have promised to obey your words. 
oH] have sought your face with all my heart; 
be gracious to me according to your promise. 
| have considered my ways s 
and have turned my steps to your statutes, 
| will hasten and not delay 4 
to obey your commands, 
“Though the wicked bind me with ropes, — 
1 will not forget your law. 
#2At midnight | rise to give you thanks 
for your righteous laws, 
1 am a friend to all who fear you/ 
to all who follow your precepts. y 
“The earth Is filled with your love, O Lorp; 
teach me your decrees, 


© Teth 
65Do good to your servant 


according to your word, O Lorp, ioe wa 
“Teach me knowledge and good judgment, 


for | believe in your commands, 
(7Before | was afflicted | went astray, 
but now | obey your word, 
68You are good, and what you do is good; 


teach me your decrees. 7 


119:55 Lying in Bed 


The psalms consider every aspect of the 
thoughts that hile 1 
can poor heciotestuamad es dat : 


wrongs against you, But you can also turn, ; 
ts to God and Se your susiees eile 
strengthening your Other psalms that 
refer to such nighttime thoughts, sso8 ond hee, , 
bare m1 SEB Fe Saas 52; 102s: ‘od 4 


reer} 


PSALM 119:69 


Though the arrogant have smeared me with 
lies, 
I keep your precepts with all my heart. 
70Their hearts are callous and unfeeling, 
but | delight in your law. 
711t was good for me to be afflicted 
so that I might learn your decrees. 
The law from your mouth is more precious to 
me 
than thousands of pieces of silver and gold. 


>» Yodh 


Your hands made me and formed me; 
give me understanding to learn your 
commands. 
74May those who fear you rejoice when they see 
me, 
for | have put my hope in your word. 
73] know, O Lorp, that your laws are righteous, 
and in faithfulness you have afflicted me. 
7’May your unfailing love be my comfort, 
according to your promise to your servant. 
7 Let your compassion come to me that | may 
live, 
for your law is my delight. 
78May the arrogant be put to shame for 
wronging me without cause; 
but I will meditate on your precepts. 
7May those who fear you turn to me, 
those who understand your statutes. 
80May my heart be blameless toward your 
decrees, 
that | may not be put to shame. 


> Kaph 


8IMy soul faints with longing for your salvation, 

but I have put my hope in your word. 
82My eyes fail, looking for your promise; 

I say, “When will you comfort me?’ 
83Though | am like a wineskin in the smoke, 

I do not forget your decrees 
S4How long must your servant wait? 

When will you punish my persecutors? 
85The arrogant dig pitfalls for me, 

contrary to your law. 
86A]l your commands are trustworthy; 

help me, for men persecute me without 

cause. 

87They almost wiped me from the earth, 

but I have not forsaken your precepts. 
88Preserve my life according to your love, 

and I will obey the statutes of your mouth. 


> Lamedh 


8?Your word, O Lor», is eternal; 

it stands firm in the heavens. 
*Your faithfulness continues through all 

generations; 

you established the earth, and it endures. 
*Your laws endure to this day, 

for all things serve you. 
“21f your law had not been my delight, 

I would have perished in my affliction. 
931 will never forget your precepts, 


_> = 


for by them you have preserved my life.” 
Save me, for 1 am yours; 

Ihave sought out your precepts. 
9%The wicked are waiting to destroy Me, 

but I will ponder your statutes. 
9%To all perfection I see a limit; 

but your commands are boundless. 


> Mem 


970h, how I love your law! 
I meditate on it all day long. 

9%8Your commands make me wiser than my 

enemies, 

for they are ever with me. 

99T have more insight than all my teachers, 
for | meditate on your statutes. 

100]. have more understanding than the elders, 
for | obey your precepts. : 

101] have kept my feet from every evil path 
so that | might obey your word. 

102] have not departed from your laws, 
for you yourself have taught me. 

103How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

104] gain understanding from your precepts; 
therefore I hate every wrong path. 


2 Nun 


105Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light for my path. 
106] have taken an oath and confirmed it, 
that I will follow your righteous laws. 
107] have suffered much; 
preserve my life, O Lorp, according to your 
word, N 
108Accept, O Lorp, the willing praise of my 
mouth, 
and teach me your laws. 
109Though I constantly take my life in my hands, 
1 will not forget your law. 
110The wicked have set a snare for me, 
but I have not strayed from your precepts. 
111Your statutes are my heritage forever; 
they are the joy of my heart. 
112My heart is set on keeping your decrees 
to the very end. 


0 Samekh 


113] hate double-minded men, 
but I love your law. 
114You are my refuge and my shield; 
I have put my hope in your word, 
115Away from me, you evildoers, ° 
that I may keep the commands of my God! 
116Sustain me according to your promise, and | 
will live; 
do not let my hopes be dashed. 
l17Uphold me, and I will be delivered; 
| will always have regard for your decrees, 
118You reject all who stray from your decrees, 
for their deceitfulness is in vain, 
NVAIl the wicked of the earth you discard like 
dross; 
therefore I love your statutes. 


7; 


529 PSALM 119:174 


My flesh trembles in fear of you Uhave put my hope in your word. 
T stand in awe of your laws vas\y eyes stay open through the watches of the 
oi y Ayin that I may meditate on your promises. _ 
Wh 4 hat is righteous and just: : jah: be z 
- ave done Ww ust. Lorp, according ow .. 
do not leave me to My oppressors. deal: =o mY 
12Ensure your servant's well-being: is Those who devise wicked schemes are near, 4 
let not the arrogant oppress me. th 6 > 
U3My eyes fail, looking for your salvation, wy begat plete ppc bg ‘ 
Jooking for your righteous promise. and all your ‘Counmtantis Gein 


UNDeal with your servant according to your love \SLong ago | learned from your statutes xi 


» and teach me your decrees. that blished them to last forever. 
135] am your servant; give me discernment Lord 


that | may understand your statutes. 


Ute is time for you to act, O Loro; 7 Resh 
your law is being broken ‘SLook upon my suffering and deliver me, 
"Because | love your commands for I have not forgotten your law. 
more than gold. more than pure gold, \Defend my cause and redeem me; 
}38and because | consider all your precepts right, preserve my life according to your promise. . 
[hate every wrong path 158Salvation is far from the wicked, 
for they do not seek out your decrees. 


1SeYour compassion is great, O Lorp; ; 
preserve my life according to your laws. 

1S7Many are the foes Who persecute me, 
but | have not turned from your statutes. 


iNThe untodding of your words gives light 


it gives understanding to the simple. ‘ SSL look on the faithless with loathing, : 
IN] open my mouth and pant. ; for they do not obey your word. 
¢ for your commands. > See how | love your precepts; 
n to me and have mercy an me, preserve my life, O Lorn, according to your 
as you always do to those who love your wal love. = - 
name your words are true; ‘ 
L8Direct my footsteps according to your word: all your righteous laws are eternal. 
let no sin rule over me 
1MRedeem me from the oppression of men, w Sin and Shin al 
that I may obey your precepts. 18!Rul cor ithout 
13SMake your face shine upon your servant sa my heart t nes le at besa 1 r? ‘ 
and teach me your decrees. 162] rejoice in your a 7 
*Streams of tears flow from my eyes, ar oct we nts ‘a “a 
for your law is not obeyed. 163] hate and abhor fal: : ry ial 
but I love your law. 
3 Tsadhe ieiSeven times a day I praise you 
137Righteous are you, O Lorp, for your nghteous laws. 
and your laws are right ieSGreat peace have they who love your law, 
138The statutes you have laid down are righteous; and nothing can make them stumble. 
they are fully trustworthy 166] wait for your salvation, O Lorp, 
139My zeal wears me out, and I follow your commands. > 
for my enemies ignore your words. $ \©] obey your statutes, ie 
14#Your promises have been thoroughly tested, for | love them greatly. 
and your servant loves them. 168] obey your precepts and your statutes, 
141Though I am lowly and despised, for all my ways are known to you. 
I do not forget your precepts. 
1#2Your righteousness is everlasting - hn “Taw 
and your law is true 
, K 
183Trouble and distress have come upon me, iret oc we ee you cry 
but your commands are my delight. e acing 2 according to your Pe 
14#Your statutes are forever right; . 
give me understanding that I may live. Tay mgr ee “ 
> Qoph 171May my lips overflow with praise, . 
for you teach me your decrees. Pee 
145] call with all my heart; answer me, O Lorn, I?May my tongue sing of your word, — = 4 
and | will obey your decrees. for all your commands are 
146] call out to you; save me mes a 
and I wil! keep your statutes. ; for I have chosen your precepts. 


147] rise before dawn and cry for help; 74 long for your alec O Lorn, . 


Le 
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Peabo 12h 


A eanty OF ANNES 


Dat vas BAY eves 8) Che Nile 
yekore oes fy AAD cea Hr? 
Niy Ses comes Frowt the Toke, 
dhe Maker ot Rewwent ated earth, 
{eke Wel ROC ELON ROOT BP 
dre rohe wathes OFTHE VOR WHT ROT SAUNOEE: 
Qateand he who matches over fsteel 
Yet peetker SRUDOT TOE SRR. 
STRe Le watches QUOT VOete 
dhe Lore ss your shade at your ng it hard 
sede sen wall tot Darn you Oy day, 
sroe Bho MOA HY ARENT 
“The Loge weit Keep vou fom alt Matte 
de wall watch ower your hit) 
Sehe Loo wall wateh over VOUT CoM at 


Ors 
Doth now and Rare verdane, 


Hahn 2 
A soeg of ascents, OF Daw 


Urea’ with those who Saki fae, 
Lat ws go to the Rouse of the Lora.” 
DOr Ret are SANG 
a your gates, O Ferusaon, 


Yenasalom is built Hike a city, 

thats Glosety compacted together. 
AThat is where the tribes go up, 

the tndes of the Lokp, 
th) praase the name af the Loko 


oPraise be to the Loup, 
who has not fet us be torn by their teeth, 
7We have escaped like a bird 


out of the fowler’s snare; 
the anare ha broken, 
and we have escaped 


#Our help in in the name of the Loxp, 
the Maker of heaven and earth 


Psalm 125 


A song, of ascents, 


1Those who trust in the Loxo are like Mount 
Zion, a 
which cannot be shaken but endures forever 
2As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 
so the Loxp surrounds his people 
both now and forevermore 
{The scepter of the wicked will not remain 
over the land allotted to the righteous, 
for then the righteous might use 
their hands to do evil. 
4Do good, O Loxp, to those who are good, 
to those who are upright in heart 
5But those who turn to crooked ways 
the Lorp will banish with the evildoers, 


Peace be upon Israel 


“Psalm 126 
A song of ascents 


1When the Lorp brought back the captives to* 
Zion, 
we were like men who dreamed.¢ 
2Qur mouths were filled with laughter, 
our tongues with songs of joy. 
Theh it wasssaid among the nations, 
“The Lorp has done great things for them.” 
The Lorp has done great things for us, 
and we are filled with joy 


4Restore our fortunes, O Lorp, 
like streams in the Negev. 
5Those who sow in tears 
will reap with songs of joy- 
6He who goes out weeping, 
carrying seed to sow, 
will return with songs of joy, 
carrying sheaves with him. 


Psalm 127 
A song of ascents. Of Solomon. 


1Unless the Lorp builds the house, 
its builders labor in vain. 
Unless the Lorp watches over the aty, 
the watchmen stand guard in vain. 
2In vain you rise early 
and stay up late, 


“1 Or Loep restored the fortunes of *1 Or men restored to health: 


hee promdes for 


toiling for food to eat— 
for he grants sleep tof those he loves. 
‘Gone are a heritage from the Loxo, 4 
children a reward from him. 
‘Like arrows in the hands of a warrior 
are sons born in one’s youth. < 
Blessed is the man 
whose quiver is full of them. 
They will not be put to shame . 
when they contend with their enemies in the 


gate. ‘ ’ 


Peale 128 


A wong, of ascents. 


iBlessed are all who fear the Lorn, 
who walk in his ways. 

ZYou will eat the fruit of your labor; 
blessings and prosperity will be yours. 

3Your wife will be like a fruitful vine 
within your house; 

your sons will be like olive shoots ( 
around your table. _) 

‘Thus is the man blessed 
who fears the Lozp. ¢ 


5May the Loxp bless you from Zion 
all the days of your life; ‘ 
may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem, 
6 and may you live to see your children’s 
children. 


Peace be upon Israel. ‘ 
Psalm 129° at 
A song of ascents. y 
i They have greatly oppressed me from my 3 
youth— 
let Israel say— 
hey he Te eee 
youth, , 
but they have not gained the victory over 
me. 


3Plowmen have plowed my back os 
and made their furrows long. 7 
4But the Loxp is righteous; 


129:3 The Right Words 
You can’t improve on the vivid images used in 


“4 Or Bring back our captives % (x cat ifr whe thay lap 


od iu 


sd ——_ 


PSALM 1295 
he has cut me free from the cords of the 
wicked. 
May all whe hate Zion 
be cummed back in shame. 
oMay they be like grass on the root, 
which withers before it can grow; 
"with it the reaper cannot fill his hands, 
nor the one who gathers fill his arms. 
WMay those who pass by not say, 
“The blessing of the Loup be upon you, 
we biess you in the name of the Loaw.” 


Psalm 130 


A song of ascents. 


'Qut of the depths [ cry to you, O Lonp; 

= QO Lord, hear my voice. 

Let your ears be attentive 
to my cry for mercy. 

WE you, O Loan, kept a record of sins, 
O Lerd, who could stand? 

‘But with you there is forgiveness; 
therefore you are feared. 

5] wait for the Loa, my soul waits, 
and in his word [ put my hope. 

‘My soul waits for the Lord 
more than watchmen wait for the morning, 
more than watchmen wait for the morning. 


"O Israei, put your hope in the Loap, 
tor with the Logo is unfailing love 
and with him is full redempton. 

sHe humseif will redeem Israel 
om ail their sins" 


Psalm 131 


A song of ascents. Of David. 


My heart is net proud, O Loap, 
my eves are not haughty; 
| do met concern myself with great matters 
or tungs too wonderful for me. 
“Bur [ have stilled and quieted my soul; 
like 2 weaned child with its mother, 
like a weaned child is my soul within me. 


131.2 A Child with Its Mother 
sions ating 2 bela! Set ey, See ee 


» That = Knuth jeanm 
(> ey Gene sembudiors strung one het a kang 


Oe ncmnd of it om Ehret, aw famed if i 


10For the sake of David your servant, 
do not reject your anointed one. 

UThe Lop swore an oath to David, 
a sure oath that he will not revoke: 


“One of your own descendants ‘ 


1 will place on your throne—* 


J APRRAT ARTS 
~ + 


LPH NA fot sh 


od 
533 


down upon the collar of his robes 

‘It is as if the dew of Hermon 
were falling on Mount Zion 

For there the Lorp bestows his blessing, 
even lite forevermore. 


Psalm 134 
A song of ascents. 


!Praise the Lorp, all you servants of the Lorp 
who minister by night in the house of the 
Lorp. 
2Lift up your hands in the sanctuary 
and praise the Lorp. 
’May the Lorp, the Maker of heaven and earth, 
bless you from Zion 


Psalm 135 


Praise the Lorp.¢ 


Praise the name of the Lorp; 
praise him, you servants of the Lorp, 
2you who minister in the house of the Lorp, 
in the courts of the house of our God, 


‘Praise the Lorp, for the Lorp is good; 
sing praise to his name, for that is pleasant. 
4For the Lorp has chosen Jacob to be his own, 
Israel to be his treasured possession. 


5] know that the Lorp is great, 
that our Lord is greater than all gods. 
¢The Lorp does whatever pleases him, 
in the heavens and on the earth, 
in the seas and all their depths. 
7He makes clouds rise fr6m the ends of the 
earth; 
he sends lightning with the rain 
and brings out the wind from his 
storehouses. 


8He struck down the firstborn of Egypt, 
the firstborn of men and animals. , 
9He sent his signs and wonders into your 
midst, O Egypt, 
against Pharaoh and all his servants. 
0He struck down many nations 
and killed mighty kings— 
'Sihon king of the Amorites, 
» Og king of Bashan 
and all the kings of Canaan— 
"and he gave their land as an inheritance, 
an inheritance to his people Israel. 


3Your name, O Lorp, endures forever, 
your renown, O Lorp, through all 
generations. 

144For the Lorp will vindicate his people 
and have compassion on his servants. 

15The idols of the nations are silver and gold, 
made by the hands of men. 

isThey have mouths, but cannot speak, 
eyes, but they cannot see; 


*1 Hebrew Hailelu Yah; also in verses 3 and 21 


+13 Hebrew Yam Suph; that is, Sea of Reeds; also in verse 15 ‘ 


_ PSALM 136:22 
Wthey have ears, but cannot hear, ; 
nor is there breath in their mouths. 
18Those who make them will be like them, 
and so will all who trust in them, 


190 house of Israel, praise the Lor; 

O house of Aaron, praise the Lorp; 
200 house of Levi, praise the Lorp; 

you who fear him, praise the Lorp. 
21Praise be to the Loro from Zion, 

to him who dwells in Jerusalem. 


Praise the Lorp. 


Psalm 136 


IGive thanks to the Lorp, for he is good. 
His love endures forever, 
2Give thanks to the God of gods. 
His love endures forever. 
of lords: 
His love endures forever. 


4to him who alone does great wonders, 
His love endures forever. 
5who by his understanding made the heavens, 
His love endures forever. 
who spread out the earth upon the waters, 
His love endures forever. 
7who made the great lights— 
His love endures forever. 
8the sun to govern the day, fy Sarre" 
His love endures fo 
%the moon and stars to govern the night; 
His love endures forever. 


to him who struck down the firstborn of 
Egypt 


' 3Give ape to the Lord 


His love endures forever. 
Mand brought Israel out from among them 

His love endures forever. 
with a mighty hand and outstretched arm; 

His love endures forever. 


13to him who divided the Red Sea’ asunder 
His love endures forever. 
land brought Israel through the midst of it, 
His love endures forever. 
1Sput swept Pharaoh and his army into the Red 
Sea; 
His love endures forever. 


16to him who led his people through the desert, 

His love endures forever. 
17who struck down great kings, — 

His love endures forever. 
\8and killed mighty kings— is 

His love endures forever. 
19Sihon king of the Amorites 

His love endures forever. 
2and Og king of Bashan— ‘ ’ 

His love endures forever. 
land gave their land as an inheritance, = 

" , His love endures forever. 

2an inheritance to his servant Israel; sf 

His love endures forever. 


i 
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PSALM 136:23 


he One who remembered us in our low 


His love endures forever. 
from our enenues, 

His love endures forever. 
who gives food to every creature. 
His love endures forever. 


to the God of heaven. ‘ 
His love endures forever. 


Psalm 137 


S$ asked us for songs, 
iemanded songs of joy; 
us one of the songs of 


get its skill. 
to the roof of my mouth 


ider Jerusalem 


oy 


50 Daughter of Babylon, doomed to 
destruction, 


happy is he who repays you 

for what you have done to us— 
%he who seizes your infants 

and dashes them against the rocks. 


Psalm 138 
(Of David. ' 


1I will praise you, O Loxp, with all my heart; 
before the “gods” I will sing your praise. | 
21 will bow down toward your holy temple 
and will praise your name 
for your love and your faithfulness, 
for you have exalted above all things . 
your name and your word. 7 
3When I called, you answered me; 
you made me bold and stouthearted. 


‘May all the kings of the earth praise you, 
O Lorp, 
when they hear the words of your mouth. 
5May they sing of the ways of the Lop, 


What about Curses? 
Bitter emotions expressed in sorrow 


Happy is he who seizes your infants and dashes them against the rocks. 137:8-9 


he so-called “cursing psalms” come as a shock. Psalm 137 is the most famous example. In a 
T gorgeous lament from exile, the poet crescendoes to wish that God would bless anyone who 
kills a Babylonian baby. a 
To many people, this wish seems too bitter to belong in the Bible. Aren't Christians supposed 
to love their enemies and pray for those who persecute them (Matthew 5:44)? Even in the Old 
Testament, enemies were not to be treated unkindly (Exodus 23:4). How does this outburst fit into 
God’s Word? - 


A Cry for Justice ‘7 { 
To answer we must go to the courtroom, where more and more judges are allowing the victims 

of a crime to testify during sentencing. A mother who has lost her child to a murderer may spout 

wild and even vindictive emotions as she stands to demand the death sentence, Still the court 

needs to hear her. She alone knows fully what was lost. She alone feels the full outrage of the 

crime. b 

The cursing psalms voice such “victim testimony” to God, the judge. They alv assume that 

the punishment they ask for is deserved. For example, Psalm 109 calls down curses on a man who 
hounded to death the poor and the needy and the brokenhearted. He loved to pronounce a 

curse—may it come on him” (109:16-17). 
Psalm 137 was written out of similar anguish. As a nation, Babylon had callously murdered, 

earning punishment. The Bible says that God hears the cries of the innocent. He Promisesto 

punish those who have hurt them. bij 
With all his teaching on forgiving enemies, Jesus did not change this idea of justice. He taught 

that justice will be done by God after death. (See, for instance, Matthew 25:31-46.) But Old 

Testament Israelites had only vague ideas about life after death. For them, justice had to be done 

in this life, before their eyes. They asked for it in the cursing psalms. 


: 
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535 PSALM 139:15 & 
bs for the the Lor is great. you have laid your hand upon me. " 
— éSuch knowledge is too wonderful for me, 
‘Though the Loro is on high, he looks upon the too lofty forme to attain. . br “ 
lowly. - 
but the proud he knows from afar. 7Where can I go from your Spirit? . 
7Though | walk in the midst of trouble, Where can I flee from your presence? 
you preserve my life; 8If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 
you stretch out your hand against the anger of if I make my bed in the depths,* you are ‘ 
my foes, there. 
with your right hand you save me. %If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 
8The Lorp will fulfill his purpose, for me; if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
your love, O Lorp, endures forever— 10eyen there your hand will guide me, 
do not abandon the works of your hands. your right hand will hold me fast. 
Ulf | say, “Surely the darkness will hide me 
Psalm 139 and the light become night around me,” 
even the darkness will not be dark to you; 
For the director of music, Of David. A psalm. the night will shine like the day, 
for darkness is as light to you. 
Oe yd ioe ae . }9For you created my inmost being: P 
2You know when I sit and when I rise; you init i eee ‘aide 4 
you perceive my thoughts from afar. “ b 
3Ycu discern my going out and my lying down; “1! Praise you Lee Lam feseially and , 
you are familiar with all my ways. ron a a 
\ 4Before a word is on my tongue peeled oA rane erful, 
you know it completely, O Lorp. \SMy frame was not hidden from you f 
5You hem me in—behind and before; when I was made in the secret place. 7 
48 Hebrew Sheol ) . ¥, 
ee rEEEEnEEEEnnemnn a 
Mercy for Your Enemies 
enemies, and love them? How do the cursing 


What about mercy? 4sn’t our duty to forgive our 


psalms fit with that? 
Three things must be said. First, while no mercy shows through in the “cursing” psalms, that — 
; doesn’t mean the people who wrote them were wholly unmerci ‘ul. David, credited with some 
salms, showed extraordinary mercy toward Saul, his vengeful enemy. The 


the strongest cursing P 
cursing psalms are unbridled cries of agony. They honestly reflect the way people felt. Their * 


authors’ lives sometimes balanced this cry with compassion. t 

! Second, the psalmists wrote before Jesus offered forgiveness to all by dying, as God's Son, in _ 
people’s place. Even today many people find it difficult to accept Jesus’ teaching on forgiving 
enemies, for it means forgiving rapists, child molesters, mass murderers. We can only forgive 
them because Jesus paid the price for their crimes. The psalmists lived before that payment. 

Third, the cursing pais prepared the way for forgiveness. You can only be genuinely merciful 
if you start with a full appreciation of guilt. The judge who carelessly lets a crim inal offona 
technicality is not showing mercy. Maybe he or she just lacks sympathy for the crime’s victim. 
True mercy comes when victims themselves:turn and forgive the peop! who hurt them, releasing, 


them to liberty. 


Jesus the Victim * ‘ 

The cursing psalms express the hideousness of violence and injustice. Unless you feel the depth 
of this, you cannot understand the depth of God’s forgiveness, offered freely to anyone who 
pleads for mercy. God is not merely letting people off on a legal technicality. He hears the cry of 
their victims, and more: he shares it. In Jesus, God was the victim, beaten, cursed, killed. 

The New Testament actually quoted two of the cursing psalms, referring to judas’s betrayal of 
Jesus. These psalms speak of bitter injustice, and Jesus suffered the ultimate injustice. But the final 
word comes from Jesus himself: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” , 

If we follow Jesus’ example, we dare not mouth the cursing psalms when we think of our , 
enemies. These psalms are not for us to borrow from, as are other psalms. Yet these cursing 
psalms remind us of the bitter suffering many experience, and reading them can impel us to fight 
for justice. More, they remind us to forgive. For God, hearing such from the victim, having 
suffered as they suffer, forgives. So can we. 

Life Questions: What is the worst injustice you have ever experienced? Did you feel some of the anger 


expressed in the cursing psalms? Were youvable to forgive? 
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537 PSALM 145:2 


ae 
no one cares for my life Pealm 144 
Slory to you, O Loxn; Of David. 
Tsay, “You are my refuge, it * 
my porti®n in the land of the living IPraise be to the Lox my Rock, : 
6Listen to ay cry who trains my harids for war, 
for Lag) in desperate need; my fingers for battle. 
rene ve those who pursue me, 2He is my loving God and my fortress, 
for py are (00 Strong for me. my stronghold and my deliverer, 
‘Set me free from my prison, my shield, in whom I take refuge, 
that | may praise your name who subdues peoples* under me: 
Then the righteous will gather about me 3© Lorp, what is man that you care for him, 


the son of man that you think of him? 
4Man is like a breath; ‘ 
his days are like a fleeting shadow. 


because of your goodness to me, 


‘ 


Psalm 143 
SPart your heavens, O Lorp, and come down; 
A psalm of David touch the mountains, so that they smoke, 
Send forth lightning bud santienehe enemies, 
a a ye shoot your arrows and rout 4 
. i re a ai ya 7Reach down your hand from on high; 
sten to my cry precy; f 

in your faithfulness and righteousness Plant a eee: me 

come to my relief a 
2Do not bring your servant into judgment, x fom the han dese sere oats 

for no one living is righteous before you. Ww! treet Peis eed 
3The enemy pursues me, wil sing cent cong yee, 

he crushes me to the ground; | 4 ney " a ae 
he makes me dwell in darkness on per stringed lyre I will make music 

like those long dead. is oi ' . 
4So my spirit grows faint within me; nm the Ongaiiie savas bya ae 

my heart within me is dismayed. Aeedieewers n 
5] remember the days of long ago; Deliver me and eine : 

I meditate on all your works rescue me PS 

m the hands of foreigners 

and consider what your hands have done. ino Alt ee fulltcd ral 

6[ spread out my hands to you; whose right anda ae deceitful, 


my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. 
Selah 12Then our sons in their youth 


will be like well-nurtured plants, 


Answer me quickly, O LORD; and our daughters will be like pillars 
my spirit fails. carved to adorn a palace. 
Do not hide your face from me 130ur barns will be filled 
or I will be like those who go down to the with every kind of provision. 
pit Our sheep will increase by thousands, 
8Let the morning bring me word of your by tens of thousands in our fields; 
unfailing love,, 14 our oxen will draw heavy loads.’ 
for | have put my trust in you. There will be no breaching of walls, 
Show me the way I should os no going into captivity. 
for to you | lift up my sou! A pee 
*Rescue me from a aie O Lorp, nolery or distressiin outa er 
for | hide myself in you. 15Blessed are the people of whom this is true; 
l0Teach me to do your will, blessed are the people whose God is the 
for you are my God; Lorp. 7 
may your good Spirit Tt 
lead me on level ground. Psalm 145¢ j 4 
!For your name’s sake, O Lor, preserve my ‘ 
life; A psalm of ptaise. Of David. 
in your righteousness, bring me out of . 
trouble 11 will exalt you, my God the King; 
12In your unfailing love, silence my enemies; 1 will praise your name for ever and ever. 
destroy all my foes, 2Every day | will praise you 
for | am your servant. and extol your name for ever and ever. 


) Many manuscripts of the Masoretic Text, Dead Sea Scrolls, Aquila, Jerome and Syriac; most manuscripts of the Masoretic Text subdues 
omy people 14 Or our chieftains will be firmly established “This psalm 1s an acrostic poem, the verses of which (including verse ” 
Jb) begin with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet 


hs 


PSALM 1483 


Naat ys the Lorn and avast worthy af praia) 
Nis BhOatiess fo ONE CAN fathom, 
Owe meteration will QRMMeRd YORE Works Kt 
another 
Whey wall tell of Your mighty acts, 
“Yhey will speak of the glorious splendor af 
our Majesty 
end Fvorll meditate an your wonderfal 


works.* wives Y 


“Tey wall tell of the power of your awesame: The LORD eete on 
Works, ‘ 

aire L will proclaim your great deeds, Whe Conn each 

‘Yrey will cofebrate your abundant goodness the LORD ne 
ent Fovtully sing of your righteousness, rye | ‘ond watches OF 

“Oho Lord is gracious and compassionate, andl sustaits the fath 
Sow bo anger and coh in love, but he frustrates 

SUN Los fs good to all Whe wi 0 . 
he Nas compassion on all he has made, Bier eS \ 

“AR wou Nave made will praise you, O Lorn r Bi cat 


your saints will extol you 
‘Trev wall tell of the glory of your Kingdon 
amd speak of your might 
So Mar all men may Know of YOUR ANEY acts 
aed the stonous splendor of your Kingdom, 
‘Your Kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
aokd vour dominion endures through all 
generations. 
Tye Loo is faithful to all Nis promises 
aed lowing toward all he has made? 
“The Low uphokis all those who fall 
aod Rs up all who are bowed down, 
The eyes of all look to you, 
aod you give them their food at the proper 
nee 
Yoo open your hand 
ani satsty the desires of every hiving thing, 


“Dre Lown is righteous in all his ways 
and lowing toward all he has made, 

The Lown is near to all who call on him, 
tall who call on Aim in truth, 

“tle calls the desires af those who fear hing 
be boars thew cry and saves them, 

Tre Lore watches over all who love him, 
dat all the wicked he will destroy. 


28My mrowth will speak in praise of the Lorn, 
Let every creature praise his holy name 
tor ever and ever, 


Psalm 146 


Praise the Lorp.< 
Praise the Lorn, O my soul. 


=U will praise the Lorn all my life; 

1 wall sing praise to my God as long as Live, cape 
wo met pet your trust in princes, 7 piesa bebehense! 
ga TRortal men, who cannet save, 10). More than 
When their spint departs, they return to the relationship to 

ground: 
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539 PSALM 1496 


‘hte grants peace to your borders stormy winds that do his t 
and satisfies you with the finest of wheat, *you mountains and all hills, 
He sends his command to the earth, $i Le eee ’ me 
his word runs swiftly small creatures and flyin birds, y} 2 
J6He spreads the snow like wool tikings of thd earth otal anton P ¥ 
and scatters the front like ashes you princes and ‘all culers on earth; b, 
He hurls down his hail like pebbles, tivoutie mat anid wel oan 
Who can withstand his iey blast? y is, A ee 
I4He aends his word and melts them, ba id: — 
he ore up his breezes, and the waters flow 13Let them praise the name of the Lorp,  — 
for his name alone is exalted; 2 
Ife ho» revealed his word to Jacob, 
his laws and decrees to Israel his splendor is sbove the eae 
UHe has done this for no other nation; d , 
they do not know his laws Aaa ecie dsp fox his peorne a oe 
Praise the Loko. of Israel, the people close to his heart. 
Praise the Loxp. 
Psalm 148 
Ip Psalm 149 
raise the Lorp.« 
Praise the Lorp from the heavens, 'Praise the Lono.< 
praise him in the heights above Sing to the Lorp a new song, 
2Praise him, all his angels, his praise in the assembly of the saints. 
praise him, all his heavenly hosts + 
2Let Israel rejoice in their Maker; 


Praise him, sun and moon, 
praise him, all you shining stars. 

‘Praise him, you highest heavens 
and you waters above the skies. 


let the people of Zion be glad in their King. 
Let them praise his name with dancing 
and make music to him with tambourine and 


Let them praise the name of the Lorp, harp. 
for he commanded and they were created. 4For the Lorp takes delight in his people; 
he crowns the humble with salvation. 


¢He set them in place for ever and ever; 


he gave a decree that will never pass away 5Let the saints rejoice in this honor 


7Praise the Lorp fromm the earth, bed d e " Sy 
you great sea creatures and all ocean depths, May the praise of God be in their mouths 


Slightning and hail, snow and clouds, and a double-edged sword in their hands, 
ew Hallelu Yah; also in verse 14 +14 Horn here symbolizes strong one, that is, king. 49 Hebrew Hallet Yah; also 
v : 


Some Notable Psalms * 
A listing of some of the best-loved or best-known psalms 


A plea for help in time of trouble: 5, 17, 25, 31, 61 

A prayer when near despair: 39, 42, 43, 55, 73, 77, 86, 88, 102, 130 

A prayer for forgiveness and help: 6, 32, 38, 51, 143 

Rest in God’s goodness: 4, 11, 23, 27, 63, 67, 91, 115, 121, 125, 139 

Israel's cry of anguish at God's anger: 44, 74, 60, 85 

Praise with shouts and singing: 33, 47, 66, 81, 95, 96, 98, 149, 150 

Praise for God’s personal blessings: 18, 30, 34, 40, 92, 103, 107, 113, 116, 118, 146 
Praise for God's blessings to Israel: 77, 68, 100, 108, 124, 126, 129 

Praise for God’s awesome majesty: 8, 24, 29, 46, 50, 90, 93, 114, 145 

Praise for God's law: 19, 119 5 
Songs of war and vindication: 35, 58, 76, 79, 83, 109, 137 

The history of God and the people of Israel: 78, 105, 106 

Nature: 19, 65, 104, 147, 148 


The Messiah: 2, 16, 22, 45, 69, 89, 110, 132 4 pe 
Jerusalem and the temple: 48, 84, 87, 122 a 


The fates of the wicked and the righteous: 1, 15, 37, 49 


PSALM 149:7 ‘ 
*to inflict vengeante on the nations | 
and punishment on the peoples, 
Sto bind their kings with fetters, — 
> their nobles with shackles of iron, — 
Sto carry out the sentence written 
This is the glory of all his saints. 
Praise the Lorv. —— 
r TM 
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iPraise the Lorp.* 
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PROVERBS 
ff , 
Uncommon Sense 
A most down-to-earth book 
for silver and 


1 you call out for inight and ery aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as 

1a h for (tas for deen TRLEN then you will understand the tear of the Lox and find the 

knowledge of God. 2:35 7 
raverbs ts probably the most down-to-earth book in the Bible. Its education prepares you for 
the street and the marketplace, not the schoolroom, (Proverbs 1:20-21 expresses this 

poetically.) The book offers the warn advice you get by growing up in a good family: practical 

guidance for successfully making your way in the world. It covers small questions as well as large: 

cing unbearably cheerful too early in the 


talking too mueh, visiting neighbors too often, bi 
morning 
The first nine chapters, which explain the purpose of Proverbs’s wisdom, are spoken from 
“ny son.” Some of the advice seems 


father to son, Fifteen times the fatherly voice says, 

particularly well suited to young people: warnings against joining panes, for instance, or urgent 

cautions against sex outside marriage. But the central message roverbs applies to pu hay 
"Get wisdom at all costs.” It is a plea to strain your mind and your ears searching for 


or young 
the wise way to live 


Virtue Is Not Its Only Reward 
Anybody can find exceptions to the generalities of Proverbs. For instance, Praverbs 26:19 
dant food, but the one who chases fantasies 


proclaims that “he who works his land will have abun 
will have his fill of poverty.” Yet farmers who work hard go hungry in a drought, and dreamers 


sometimes become rich, 

Proverbs simply tells how life works most of the time. You can worry about the exceptions after 
you have learned the rule, Try to live by the exceptions, and you court disaster. 

The rule is that the godly, moral, hardworking, and wise will reap many rewards. Those who 
learn the practical and godly wisdom of Proverbs not only sleep better, they succeed and become 
able to help their family and friends. Fools and scoffers, though theysappear successful, will 
eventually pay the cost of their lifestyle. 

Much of Proverbs’s practical advice makes no mention of God, and ts concern for success may 
therefore seem quite secular. But if you take the book as a whole, it becomes obvious that the 
lifestyle Proverbs teaches depends on a healthy respect for God (1:7) affecting every aspect of life 
(3:5-7), Proverbs frankly concedes that the wise path will not be chosen by many: it is easier to 
live carelessly and godlessly. But those who choose to live by Proverbs will get success and safety, 
and more: they will get to know God himself. “Then you will understand the fear of the Loeo and 


find the knowledge of God” (2:5). 


How to Read Proverbs 
People love to quote proverbs, which often express truth about life in an elegant, witty kernel. 


You'll find more humor in Proverbs than anywhere else in the Bible, 
Yet Proverbs may well be the most abused book in the Bible. People often quote the ph pcan 
the 


as though they were absolute promises from God or rigid rules for living. In fact, few 
proverbs should be read that way. And some proverbs, read by pratiin g would give you a 


dintoneaipeint of view. 

To understand Proverbs, you should not hunt through it for like. You should 
study the whole book to get its overall point of view. This Rah gata st oes covers dozens 
of subjects in subtle detail. 


542 


readings. Ow 
as they go on al 
carefully about each proverb, and try to pl 
Proverbs. To help you see the total picture of Pro 
Insights scattered thoughout Proverbs briefly introduce ten subjects and list relevent 
The book of Proverbs is divided into two main parts: an introduction in the first nine chapters 

and the proverbs themselves in the remaining 22 chapters. If you” the introduction, you won't 
understand the point of Proverbs as a book. It introduces “Lady Wisdom,” and explains wae 
can do for you. = 


PLANS FOR READING PROVERBS 


PLAN 1: An Overview of Proverbs in 3 Days 
to Proverbs, and chapter 4, which 


CO Day 1. Read the Introduction gives an 
introduction to the importance of wisdom and the style of life you need to pursve 


it. 
(1) Day 2. Read chapter 10, which covers a fairly typical range of subject matter. 
(1) Day 3. Read all the proverbs listed in “Verbal Dynamite,” on page 553. 


PLAN 2: All of Proverbs in 31 Days 
DsO9D WOND2OBOwOSO 6 
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LT 


Prologue: Purpose and Theme 7The fear of the Lor is the beginning of 


ww ie knowledge, A 
ihe prover of Solomon son of David, king of but fools despise wisdom and discipline. 
2for attaining wisdom and discipline; Exhortations to Embrace Wisdom 
for understanding words of insight; 
i acquiring aided and ape life, Warning Against Enticement 
joing what is right and just and fair; ‘ " ~ 
4for giving prudence to the simple, aaeete pik a to your father’s instruction nad 
knowledge and discretion to the young— dikes i ie ein cae mother’s teaching, 
5let the wise listen and add to their learning, Eee y Ais garland to grace your head ” 
and let the discerning get guidance— and a chain to adorn your neck,, rar) 
for understanding proverbs and parables, 10My son, if sinners entice you, oa Hag” 
the sayings and riddles of the wise. do not give in to them, wore 
we re 


«7 The Hebrew words rendered foo! in Proverbs, and often elsewhere in the Old Testament, denote one who is morally deficient, 
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eae 28’Then they will call to me but I will not 
Ulf they say, “Come along with us; answer; 
let's iiein wait for someone’s ee they will look for me but will not find me. 2 
let’s waylay some harmless 5ouk 23Since they hated knowledge a 
: tle’ swallow them alive, lke the Brave;® land did not choose to fear the Lox, 
and whole, like those who go do\ since they would not accept my advices 
pit ble things and spurned my rebuke, _ o 
i3we will get all sorts of valua és 3ithey will eat the fruit of their ways : 
and fill our houses with plunder; and be filled ‘with the fruit of theif schemes. t 
H4throw in your lot with us, S 32For the waywardness of the simple will kill 
rc For lywal 
and we will share a common purse” — them, 
4 1Smy son, do not go along with them, and the complacency of fools will destroy 
do not set foot on their paths; them; in 
6for their feet rush into sin, x listens to me will live in safety 
they are swift to shed blood pathearer se without fear of harm,” 
‘How useless to spread a1 
in full view of all ie i er Moral Benefits of Wisdom 
\8These men lie in wait for their own i; ho teh 
they waylay only themselves! ; My sory Hg pees) ay x eres 
19Such is the end of all who go after ill-gotten sarin yan ow 
gain; : ) understanding, 
= ho get it. and applying your heart to 
it takes away the lives of those who ge and if you call out for inst Ps 
Wars Ae sand if you 1k tort for alver 
2Wisdom calls aloud in the street, and parks for it as for hidden treasure, 
she raises her voice in the public squares; Sthen you will understand the fear of the LoD 
Jat the head of the noisy streets’ she cries out, and find the knowledge of God. 
4 in the gateways of the city she makes her 6For the:Lono gives wisdomy 
speech and from his mouth come knowledge and 
2”How | ill you simple ones* love your understanding. st 
‘a “sinha wage :. 7He holds victory instore for the upright, 4 
How long will mockers delight in mockery he is a shield to those whose walk j 
and fools hate knowledge? blameless, 
21f you had responded to my rebuke, for he guards the course of the just ra 
I would have poured out my heart to you and protects the way of his faithful ones, 
and made my thoughts known to you. sThen you will dinderstand what is right and 
‘But since you rejected me when I called just 
and no one gave heed when | stretched out and fair—every good path. : n A 
my hand, 10For wisdom will enter your heart, p 
2%5since you ignored all my advice and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul. 
and would not accept my rebuke, UDiscretion will protect you, = 
2! in turn will laugh at your disaster; and understanding will guard you, 
I will mock when calamity overtakes you— . 
when calamity overtakes you like a storm, "Wisdom will save you from the ways of wicked 5 
when disaster sweeps over you like a men, 
whirlwind, from men whose words are perverse, » 
when distress and trouble overwhelm you. ‘who leave the straight paths - 
to walk in dark ways, YY 
Mwho delight in doing wrong 
and rejoice in the perverseness of evil, 
277 ‘o 'Swhose paths are crooked , 
1:22 Three Problem People ; tnd who are devious In halt Ways 
Mockers, fools, the simple: Proverbs keeps using ee 
these words to define the “bad characters” we ‘elt will save you also from the adulteress, 
should stay away from. What kind of people are from the wayward wife with her seductive — 
they? The “simple” are the least harmful group: words, " 
they live without thinking and are too lazy to ‘who has left the partner of her youth 
change. But they, like the others, will end up sorry. and ignored the covenant she made before 
“Fools” are smarter but have made a conscious God.é . 
decision to live by their own lights, independent of 18For her house leads down wee 
God and independent of advice, “Mockers,”” worst and her paths to the oh Sarge’ ated) 
of all, are rebels against God who make their None who go to her seas, ” 
prideful position known to everyone, They mock Ocal the path bie pny unt pen 


God, but God will mock them in the end (1:26). 


Thus you will walk in the ways of good men’ 


"21 Hebrew, Septuagint (on the tops of the walls (22 The a 
Hy denotes one without maral divection and inclined te evil 447 oud Fendeced simple in Movers 


Sida ull 
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and keep to the paths of the righteous, 21My son, preserve sound judgment and — 
2!For the upright will live in the land, » discernment, “ 
and the blameless will remain in it; do not let them out of your sight; > 
2but the wicked will be cut off from the land, 2they will be life for you, . 
and the unfaithful will be torn from it. ‘an oman to grace your neck, a ‘ 
. = 2BThen you will go on your way in safety, 
Further Benefits of Wisdom and your foot will Rateable; d 
My son, do not forget my teaching, 2Mwhen you lie down, you will not be afraid; 
but keep my commands in your heart, when you lie down, your sleep will be 
2for they will prolong your lite many years: sweet. £ 
and bring you prosperity Have no fear of sudden disaster ‘2 a 
3Let love and faithfulness never leave you; or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked, 
bind them around your neck, 2efor the LoxD will be your confidence 


write them on the tablet of your heart. and will keep your foot from being snared. 


4Then you will win favor and a good name 27De.not withhold good from those:whordeserve 
in the sight of God and man. > it, my ty 
Lorp-with allyour when itis inyour toact. 
Bice not on your own easenaings 28Do not say to your neighbor, p 
e “Come back later; I'll give it tomorrow”— 


?in all your ways acknowledge him, . 
and he will make your paths straight. when you now have it with you. 


7De-not-be wise in your owneyes; 29Do not plot harm against your neighbor, 
fear the Lorp and shun evil. who lives trustfully near you. 
SThis will bring health to your body Do not accuse a man for no reason— 
and nourishment to your bones. when he has done you no harm. 
°Honor the Lorp with your wealth, 31Do not envy a violent man 
with the firstfruits of all your crops; or choose any of his ways, 
i0then your barns will be filled to overflowing, 22for the Lorp detests a perverse man 
and your vats will brim over with new wine. but takes the upright into his confidence. 
llMy son, do not despise the Lorp’s discipline 33The Lorp’s curse is on the house of the 
and do not resent his rebuke, wicked, 
2because the Lop disciplines those he loves, but he blesses the home of the righteous. 
as a father? the son he delights in. 34He mocks proud mockers 
13Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, but gives grace to the humble. 
the man who gains understanding, 35The wise inherit honor, 
but fools he holds up to shame. 


l4for she is more profitable than silver 
and yields better returns than gold. Wisdom Is Supreme 
15She is more precious than rubies; 
nothing you desire can compare with her. 4 Listen, my sons, to a father's instruction; 
pay attention and gain understanding. 


16Long life is in her right hand; 


in her left hand are riches and honor. 2I give you sound learning, 
i7Her ways are pleasant ways, so do not forsake my teaching. 
and all her paths are peace. 3When I was a boy in my father’s house, 
18She is a tree of life to those who embrace her; still tender, and an only child of my mother, 
those who lay hold of her will be blessed. the ee me and said, 
PANS z y “Lay hold of my words with all your heart; 
ey eins Bs ae laid the earth’s wie my commands and you will live. 
Z s t wisdom, get understanding; 
by nies he set the heavens in do not forget my words or swerve from 
i es them. 
2by his knowledge the deeps were divided, 6 iGksake wind ail 
and the clouds let drop the dew. Dae ut lom, and she will protect 


¥' 
love her, and she will watch over you. 
ise 7Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. — 


3:6 Walking with God Though it cost all you have,< get 

In the original Hebrew, “in all your ways understanding, * 

acknowledge him’ is more literally “in all your Esteem her, and she will exalt you; } 
ways know him.” This fundamental statement of embrace her, and she will honor you. 

how to relate to God implies more than mere 9She will set a garland of grace on your head 
reverence. Nodding in God’s direction is not and present you with a crown of splendor.” 


enough: you must know him by living closely with . 
him, relating to him personally in every aspect of 10Listen, my son, accept what I say, 


your life. and the years of your life will be many. 
NI guide you in the way of wisdom 
6 Or will direct your paths "12 Hebrew; Septuagint /and he punishes «7 Or Whatever else you get Spake van 
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and lead you along straight aths. 
ie will not be 


12When you walk, your steps 
pred. 
Whe een you will not stumble, 
BBHold on to instruction, do not let it go; 
guard it well, for itis your life. 
HDe not set foot on the path of the wicked 
or walk in the way of evil men. 
do not travel on it) 


Avoid it 
oe from it and go on your way. 
lsFor they cannot sleep till they do evil; 
they are robbed of slumber till they make 
someone fall. 


[hey eat the bread of wickedness 
and drink the wine of violence. 


8The path of the righteous is like the first gleam 
of dawn, 
shining ever brighter till the full light of day. 
19But the way of the wicked is like deep 
darkness; 
they do not know what makes them 
stumble. 


———_———— 
4:8 A Lifelong Quest 


A father’s advice can easily degenerate into, 
“Don’t do this, don’t do that.” But the fatherly 
advice of Proverbs isn’t preoccupied with rules. 

" Instead, this father tries to help his son develop a 
love for the best things in life—just as his father 
did for him. This love for the best—and most of all 
for wisdom—begins with listening to your father’s 
advice, but it goes beyond taking instructions. The 
love of wisdom becomes a lifelong quest that may 
make you wiser than your father. 


*5 Hebrew Sheol 


6 Or Consider the 
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20My son, pay attention to what I say; 
listen closely to my words, 
21D0 not let them out of your sight, 
keep them within your heart; 
24for they art life to those whe find them 
and health toa man’s whole body, — 
Above all else, guard your heart, 
for it is the wellepring of life, 
24Put away perversity from your mouth, 
keep corrupt talk far from your lips. 
25Let your eyes look straight ahead, 
fix your gaze directly before you, 
26Make level4 paths for your feet 
and take only ways that are firm, 
27Do not swerve to the right or the lefty 
keep your foot from evil. 


Warning Against Adultery 


My son, pay attention to my wisdom, 
listen well to my words of insight, 
2that you may maintain discretion 
and your lips may preserve knowledge. r 
3For the lips of an adulteress drip honey, ' 
and her speech is smoother than oil; 
4but in the end she is bitter as gall, 
sharp as a double-edged sword. 
5Her feet go down to death; 
her steps lead straight to the grave. 
6She gives no thought to the way of life; 
her paths are crooked, but she knows it not. 


7Now then, my sons, listen to me; _ 
do not turn aside from what I say. 
8Keep to a path far from her, ¢ 
do not go near the door of her house, : 
Slest you give your best strength to others 
and your years to one who is cruel, 


Whom Should You Marry? ; + 


A good partner can make or break your life p " 


Better to live on a corner of the roof than share a.-house with a quarrelsome wife. 21:9 


I ancient times women were often viewed as men’s property, good for bearing chidren and not ‘ 
much more, Proverbs, addressed to young men approaching the age of marriage, takes a 
different view. It holds up marriage as a crucial choice, to be made with great care. 

A good wife (or husband, we can assume) will make or break her partner's life. Her duties lay 
the foundation for her family’s welfare (14:1; 31:10-31). She shares with her husband the most 
significant task of teaching their children the way of wisdom (1:8-9; 6:20). Therefore, her character 


matters far more than her physical beauty. 


Not that Proverbs ignores the physical side of love. It urges marriage partners joice in their 
love, to be captivated by it (5:18-19). It warns young peonks against sexual sin *, ae 


this wastes sexuality on unsatisfying, unloving relationships. Sex ought to be saved for the 


long-lasting, productive joy of marriage. 


Proverbs on sexual sin: 2:16-19; 5:1-23; 6:20-35; 7:6-27; 23:26-28. 
5-19; 12:4; 14:1; 18:22; 19:13-14; 21:9,19; 27:15,16; 3110-31. 


Proverbs on marriage: 


wee ¢ 


Life Questions: What qualities make a good marriage partner? 


sire 44 
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' West strangers feast on your wealth 
and your toil enrich another man’s house. 
MAt the end of your life you will groan, 
when your flesh and body are spent. 
} 12Y0u will say, “How I hated discipline! 
How my heart spurned correction! 
131 would not obey my teachers 
or listen to my instructors. 
'4] have come to the brink of utter ruin 
in the midst of the whole assembly.” 


15Drink water from your own cistern, 
running water from your own well. 
\Should your springs overflow in the streets, 
your streams of water in the public squares? 
17Let them be yours alone, 
never to be shared with strangers. 
ibMay your fountain be blessed, 
and may you rejoice in the wife of your 
youth 
194 loving doe, a graceful deer— 
may her breasts satisfy you always, 
may you ever be captivated by her love. 
20Why be captivated, my son, by an adulteress? 
Why embrace the bosom of another man’s 
wife? 


2\For a man’s ways are in full view of the Lorp, 
and he examines all his paths, 

2The evil deeds of a wicked man ensnare him; 
the cords of his sin hold him fast. 

2He will die for lack of discipline, 
led astray by his own great folly. 


Warnings Against Folly 


My son, if you have put up security for your 
neighbor, 
if you have struck hands in pledge for 
another, 
2if you have been trapped by what you said, 
ensnared by the words of your mouth, 
‘then do this, my son, to free yourself, 
since you have fallen into your neighbor's 
hands: 
Go and humble yourself; 
press your plea with your neighbor! 
‘Allow no sleep to your eyes, 
no slumber to your eyelids. 
5Free yourself, like a gazelle from the hand of 
the hunter, 
like a bird from the snare of the fowler. 


6Go to the ant, you sluggard; 
consider its ways and be wise! 

7lt has no commander, 
no overseer or ruler, 

Syet it stores its provisions in summer 
and gathers its food at harvest. 


*How long will you lie there, you sluggard? 
When will you get up from your sleep? 
1A little sleep, a little slumber, 
a little folding of the hands to rest— 
Nand poverty will come on you like a bandit 
and scarcity like an armed man.# 


A scoundrel and villain, 
“11 Or like a vagrant | and scarcity like a beggar 


ee 


who goes about with a corrupt mouth, 
13 who winks with his eye, 
signals with his feet 
and motions with his fingers, 
14 who plots evil with at in his heart— 
he always stirs up dissension. 
\STherefore disaster will overtake him in an 
instant; 
he will suddenly be destroyed—without 
remedy. 


l6There are six things the Lorp hates, 
seven that are detestable to him: 
7 haughty eyes, 
a lying tongue, 
hands that shed innocent blood, 
18 a heart that devises wicked schemes, 
feet that are quick to rush into evil, 
9 a false witness who pours out lies 
and a man who stirs up dissension among 
brothers. 


Warning Against Adultery 
20My son, keep your father’s commands 
and do not forsake your mother’s teaching. 
21Bind them upon your heart forever; 
fasten them around your neck. 
2When you walk, they will guide you; 
when you sleep, they will watch over you; 
when you awake, they will speak to you. 
23For these commands are a lamp, 
this teaching is a light, 
and the corrections of discipline 
are the way to life, 
*4keeping you from the immoral woman, 
from the smooth tongue of the wayward 
wife. 


25Do not lust in your heart after her beauty 
or let her captivate you with her eyes, 
26for the prostitute reduces you to a loaf of 
bread, 
and the adulteress preys upon your very life. 
27Can a man scoop fire into his lap 
without his clothes being burned? 
28Can a man walk on hot coals 
without his feet being scorched? 
29So is he who sleeps with another man’s wife; 
no one who touches her will go unpunished. 


Men do not despise a thief if he steals 
to satisfy his hunger when he is starving. 
31Yet if he is caught, he must pay sevenfold, 
though it costs him all the wealth of his _ 
house. 
%2But a man who commits adultery lacks 
judgment; . 
whoever does so destroys himself. 
33Blows and disgrace are his lot, 
and his shame will never be wiped away; “ 
Mfor jealousy arouses a husband's fury, 
ana be wien soe ee - 


% 
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tle wil, nck aceaheaemapaniieae 
he will refuse the bribe, howeren Eisele: 


y 
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Warning Against the Adulteress 
My son, keep my words ; 
a store pny commands within you. 
2Keep my commands and you will live; 
guard my teachings as the apple of your eye. 
3Bind them on your fingers; 
write them on the tablet of your heart. 
4Say to wisdom, “You are my sister,” 
and call understanding your kinsman; 
5they will keep you from the adulteress, 
from the wayward wife with her seductive 
words. 
6At the window of my house 
I looked out through the lattice. 
71 saw among the simple, 
I noticed among the young men, 
a youth who lacked judgment. 
8He was going down the street near her corner, 
walking along in the direction of her house 
%at twilight, as the day was fading, 
as the dark of night set in, 


10Then out came a woman to meet him, 
dressed like a prostitute and with crafty 
intent 
11(She is loud and defiant, 
her feet never stay at home; 
12now in the street, now in the squares, 
at every corner she lurks.) 
13She took hold of him and kissed him 
and with a brazen face she said: 


14] have fellowship offerings at home; 
today I fulfilled my vows. 
15So I came out to meet you; 
I looked for you and have found you! 
16] have covered my bed 
with colored linens from Egypt. 
17| have perfumed my bed 
with myrrh, aloes and cinnamon. 
18Come, let’s drink deep of love till morning; 
let's enjoy ourselves with love! 
19My husband is not at home; 
he has gone on a long journey. 
20He took his purse filled with money 
and will not be home till full moon.” 


21With persuasive words she led him astray; 
she seduced him with her smooth talk. 
22All at once he followed her 


7:2 The Apple of Your Eye 

The “apple of your eye” is an Old English 
expression for the eye’s center, or pupil. The whole 
body is tuned to protect that pupil from harm: 
eyelids reflexively snap shut at the slightest hint of 
danger; tear ducts bathe your eye with a cleansing 
liquid if any irritant enters; nerve endings scream 
“danger” at the slightest pain or pressure. Proverbs 
urges you to take as much care of its teachings as 
you do of your eye. 


—_—_—_——.... 


#14 Traditionally peace offerings 
uncertain, 427 Hebrew Sheo! 
righteous rulers 


°22 Syriac (see also Septuagint); Hebrew foo! 
‘16 Many Hebrew manuscripts and Septuagint: most Hebrew ma nomi = 


PROVERBS 8:18 
like an ox going to the slaughter, % % 
like a deer? stepping into a noose= . - 
23 till an arrow pierces his liver, = 
like a bird darting into a snare, 


little knowing it will cost him his life. 
24Now then, my sons, listen to me; 
pay attention to what I say. 
25Do not let your heart turn to her ways 
or stray into her paths. 
26Many are the victims she has brought down; 
her slain are a mighty throng. 
27Her house is a highway to the grave,4 
leading down to the chambers of death. 


Wisdom’s Call 
8 Does not wisdom call out? 
Does not understanding raise her voice? 
2On the heights along the way, e 
where the paths meet, she takes her stand; 
3beside the gates leading into the city, 
at the entrances, she cries aloud: 
4”To you, O men, I call out; 
I raise my voice to all mankind. 
5You who are simple, gain prudence; 
you who are foolish, gain un 
Listen, for | have worthy things to say; 
l open my lips to speak what is right. 
7My mouth speaks what is true, 
for my lips detest wickedness. 
8All the words of my mouth are just;~ 
none of them is crooked or perverse. 
9To the discerning all of them are right; 
they are faultless to those who have 
knowledge. 
10Choose my instruction instead of silver, 
knowledge rather than choice gold, 
lfor wisdom is more precious than rubies, 
and nothing you desire can cémpare with 
her. 3 
12}, wisdom, dwell together with prudence; 
I possess knowledge and discretion. 
13To fear the Lorp is to hate evil; 
I hate pride and arrogance, 
evil behavior and perverse speech. 
'4Counsel and sound judgment are mine; 
I have understanding and power. 
ISBy me kings reign 7 
and rulers make laws that are just; 
léby me princes govern, 
and all nobles who rule on earth.¢ 
171 love those who love me, . 
and those who seek me find me, 
18With me are riches and honor, 


8:13 The Fear of the Lord 2 
The phrase “fear of the Loxo” doesn’t mean fright 
or terror. It means “a relationship with God,” 
based on reverence and respect for him and his 
commands. Here, for instance, the fear of the Lord 
means righteous ey) 


‘22 The meaning of the Hebrew for o 


a OL 
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g wealth and prosperity. 


end 


what | yield surpasses choice silver 
20f walk the way of righteousness, 
along the paths of fustice; 
oe ene a bere 8 
suries Blessed is the man who listens to MC, 


>The Loap broughtme forth-es the first of his watching daily at my doors, 


works, <> waiting at my doonvay. 
before his deeds of old For whoever finds me finds 
23] was appointed: from eternity, and receives favor from the LORD. 
But whoever fails to find me harms himself 


from the beginning, before the world began. 
24When there were no oceans, I was given birth, 

when there were no springs abounding with 
ater, 


all who hate me love death.” 
Invitations of Wisdom and of Folly 


he mountains were settled in place, Wisdom has built her house; 
before the hills, I was given birth, she has hewn out its seven pillars. 
®Sbefore he made the earth or its fields 2She has prepared her meat and mixed her Ld 
or any of the dust of the world. wine: +a 
ZI was © when he set the heavens in place, ie has a set her table. 
when he marked out the horizon on the face She has sent out her maids, and she calis | 
of the deep, 5 . 
2swhen he established the clouds above pee porary Sopa 
and fixed securely the fountains of the deep, ‘she says to those who lack judgment. , 
2swhen he gave the sea its boundary “Come, eat my food 
so the waters would not overstep his Sead ‘drink the wine I have mixed. p 
command, Leave your Si ‘and , live; 
and when he marked out the foundations of ae in eae. ass ane TO Nee “ 
the earth. . 
30 Then I was the craftsman at his side. P"Whoever corrects a mocker invites insult; 
I was filled with delight day after day, whoever rebukes a wicked man incurs 


rejoicing always in his presence, 


#22 Or way, oc domemon 22 
‘23 Or fashioned 


work 


God and “How-to-Succeed” - aie 
Does Proverbs care more for success than for God? ye 


Same 
» ash wt 
1g awe sete 


» orm 


The fear of the Loro is the beginning of wisdom. 9:10 Onn 
Bees are full of “how-to” books, each promising to teach you how to make a success of | 
yourself by just following a few simple rules. Is Proverbs an ancient “how-to” book? It 
at first look, more interested in success and prosperity than in God. Many of the proverbs can be 
adopted by those who have no love for God. 1 oe 
But if you look at Proverbs as a book, rather than a collection of unrelated fragments, you will 
find that its “how-tos” of wise living can’t be separated from God. While some proverbs 
the hard facts of life—that bribes are effective, for instance, or that money does friends ofa 
kind—the book never for a moment endorses success techniques that involve im orality, 
important, a deep sense of people’s sin and their utter dependendence on God pe! 3 
Proverbs. Wisdom, that fundamental tool for living, starts with the fear of God and ‘toa 


knowledge of him. 6 sek beac 228 
The words Lorv or God are actually mentioned nearly 100 times, so a complete study of | 


place in Proverbs takes you through virtually the entire book. ; negene rei : 

Yroverbs on God's relationship to wisdom: 1:7; 2:5-9; 8:22-31; 9:10; 22:17- 1 henge bee \ 
Proverbs on sin: 15:8; 16:6; 20:9; 24:11,12; 28:9,13, ‘ hlacaore sa J 
Proverbs on trust in God: 3:5-12; 14:26,27; 16:20; 18:10; 19:21; 21 29:25,26;, 


Proverbs on God's blessing: 10:22,27,29; 15:16. 
Other proverbs of particular interest: 11:1; 20:12; 21:3; 17:3; 4 


Life Questions: What are your plans for success? Is God’s will the basis 


*De not rebuke a mocker or he will hate yous 


rebuke a wise man and he will Tove you 
Yinstruct a wise man and he will be wiser sul, 
teach a righteous man and he will add to his 


learning 


Wo Tye fear ot the: Lor is the beginning of 
anc Anowledge of the Holy, One is 


UFor through me your Rive will be many, 


wnd years will be added to your life 
boty you are wise, your wisdom will reward you) 

if you are a mocker, you alone will suffer.” 
The woman Folly is loud) 

she is undisciplined and without knowledge. 
\M4She sits at the door of her house, 

on a seat at the highest point of the city, 
tNalling out to those who pass by, 

who go straight on their way 
16"Let all who are simple come in here!” 

she says to those who lack judgment 

Stolen water is sweet) 

food eaten in secret is delicious!” 
'8But little do they know that the dead are there, 

that her guests are in the depths of the 

grave.’ 


Proverbs of Solomon 


1Q nae: 


21ll-gotten treasures are of no value, 
but righteousness delivers from death. 

‘The Lorp does not let the righteous go hungry 
but he thwarts the craving of the wicked. 


‘Lazy hands make a man poor, 
but diligent hands bring wealth. 
5He who gathers Crops in summer is a wise son, 
but he who sleeps during harvest is a 
disgraceful son 


10:1 Making Sense of 
Parallelism 


“Parallelism” is a technical term for the form of 
Hebrew poetry that repeats a thought in slightly 
different ways. “Synonymous parallelism” is found 
in Proverbs 15:30, “A cheerful look brings joy to 
the heart, and good news gives health to the 
bones.” “‘Antithetical parallelism,” in which a 
thought is followed by its opposite, is found in 
14:30, “A heart at peace gives life to the body, but 
envy rots the bones.” 

In studying parallelism the trick is to compare 
each part with its pair in the other half of the 
proverb. For instance, in 14:30 “a heart at peace” 
pairs with its opposite, “envy,” and “rots the 
bones” is the opposite of “gives life to the body.” 
Sometimes these comparisons reveal subtle shades 
of meaning. 


a 


16The wages of the righteous bring them life, 


PROVERBS 10:23 


6Blessings crown the head of the righteous, 


but violence overwhelms the mouth of the 
wicked! 


7The memory of the righteous will be a 


blessing, 
but the name of the wicked will rot, 


*The wise in heart t commands, 


but a chattering fool comes to ruin, 


°The man of integrity walks securely, 


but he who takes crooked paths will be 
found out, 


10He who winks maliciously causes grief, 


and a chattering fool comes to ruin, 


1The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, 


but violence overwhelms the mouth of the 
wicked, 


2Hatred stirs up dissension, 


but love covers over all wrongs. 


18SWisdom is found on the lips of the discerning, 


but a rod is for the back of him who lacks 
judgment. = 


4Wise men store up knowledge, 


but the mouth of a fool invites ruin. 


15SThe wealth of the rich is their fortified city, 


but poverty is the ruin of the poor. 
? 


but the income of the wicked brings them 
punishment. 


17He who heeds discipline shows the way to life, 


but whoever ignores correction leads others 
astray. 


18He who conceals his hatred has lying lips, — 
and whoever spreads slander is a fool. 


19When words are many, sin is not absent, 
but he who holds his tongue is wise. 


20The tongue of the righteous is choice silver, 
but the heart of the wicked is of little value. 


21The lips of the righteous nourish many, 
but fools die for lack of judgment. 


2The blessing of the Lorp brings wealth, 
and he adds no trouble to it. 


3A fool finds pleasure in evil conduct, 
but a man of understanding delights in 
wisdom. 


. 


th. 


10:12 The Greatest of These 
Is Love i 
If you think of love as restricted to the New 


Testament, Proverbs will surprise you. Here love is 


the all-purpose cure, covering all wrongs. It is 
worth searching for. It Cedi 


be expressed openly. 


Some of the proverbs on love are found in the 


following passages: 3:3-4; 9:8; 10:12; 14:22; 
15:17; 16:6; 17:9; 19:22; 20:6,28; 21:21 eg 


* 


*18 Hebrew Sheol "6 Or but the mouth of the wicked conceals violence; also in verse 11 . 


ihac er secied Soaacs will owertake ame 
woer te phi Sears wo be granted. 
SeOner ghe stoem lhes Swept be, She wacked are 
are ~ 
Das emacs ip he eet end smoke to he eyes, 
tanosys 2 chase wih send bmn. 


ze the Lose adds length t Be 
De wears of She wicked are cat Short, 
Sie permet of the pens Is jor, 
fet She names of che wudked come to 
mts 
The waw of Ghe Low S 2 refage for the 
agian. 
dur fs She com of Ghose who do ew. 


3ihe metas 


Te mu of she mrmeoes brimgs forth 
‘sao 
der 2 perverse iomgae wall be cot cut. 


STs ips of Se tghoeces mow what is Sting, 


worthless m the day of wrath, 
scusmess Geivers from death 


desares. 


2 wxtked man dies, his hope perishes; 


ted from his power comes to 


when the wicked perish, there are shouts of 
wy 
“Through the blessing of the upright a aty is 
exalted, 
but by the mouth of the wicked it is 
Gestroyed 


but 2 cruel man brings trouble on himself. 


ifThe wicked man ears deceptive wages, 
but he who sows righteousness reaps a sure 
reward. . 
"The truly righteous man attains life, 


but he who pursues evil goes to his death. 
2 The Loxp detests men of perverse heart 
but he delights in those whose ways are 
blameless. 
21Be sure of this: The wicked will not go , ; 
unpunished, : 
but those who are righteous will go free. — j 
ZLike a gold ring in a pig’s snout oo” 
is 2 beautiful woman who shows no 
discretion. 
The desire of the nghteous ends only in good, 
but the hope of the wicked only in wrath. 4 
another withholds unduly, but comes.to 
poverty. 
3A generous man will prosper; 
he who refreshes others will himself be 
refreshed. 


People curse the man who hoards grain, 
but blessing crowns him who is willing to : 
sell. 4 


ZHe who seeks good finds <1 


bat evil comes #0 telat Wik seatciies sor aay 

< * Viet. « 

Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, 
but desighionne sail Gaivetieagiaeiea 


eee eo 
ost 


inherit only wind, 
and the fool will be servant tothe wise. 
*The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, 
and he who wins souls is wise, <a 


lf 


551 


3A man cannot be established through 


wickedness, 
but the righteous cannot be uprooted. 


4A wife of noble character is her husband’s 
crown, : 40 
but a disgraceful wife is like decay in his 


bones. 
SThe plans of the righteous are just, 
but the advice of the wicked is deceitful. 
The words of the wicked lie in wait for blood, 
but the speech of the upright rescues them. 
7Wicked men are overthrown and are no more, 
but the house of the righteous stands firm. 


8A man is praised according to his wisdom, 
but men with warped minds are despised. 


9Better to be a nobody and yet have a servant 
than pretend to be somebody and have no 
food. 
10A righteous man cares for the needs of his 
animal, 
but the kindest acts of the wicked are cruel. 
l1He who works his land will have abundant 
food, 
but he who chases fantasies lacks judgment. 


2The wicked desire the plunder of evil men, 
but the root of the righteous flourishes. 


13An evil man is trapped by his sinful talk, 
but a righteous man escapes trouble, 
14From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with 


good things 
as surely as the work of his hands rewards 


him 
The way of a fool seems right to him, 
but a wise man listens to advice. 


16A fool shows his annoyance at once, 
but a prudent man overlooks an insult. 


17A truthful witness gives honest testimony, 
but a false witness tells lies, 

18Reckless words pierce like a sword, 
but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 


19Truthful lips endure forever, 
but a lying tongue lasts only a moment. 


There is deceit in the hearts of those who plot 
evil, 
but joy for those who promote peace, 


12:17 Deeper Meanings 

Some proverbs, disarmingly obvious at first » 
offer deep truth when chewed on, For bist 
verse 17 seems to merely repeat the obvious, But 
its underlying meaning is that a person's character 
determines his or her actions, You can reflect at 
natty on what this implies about why you do what 
you do, 

a 


+26 Or man ie a guide to his neighbor 
endure 


"27 The meaning of the Hebrew for this wordt is uncertain, 


21No harm befalls the ri ; 


but the wicked have their fill of trouble. 


2Thke Lorp detests lying lips, bs 
SE ae jelghts ia seen who sre adit 


23A prudent man keeps his knowledge to * \ 
~. himself, 
but the heart of fools blurts out folly. ; 
24Diligent hands will rule, s 
but laziness ends in slave labor. 


25An anxious heart weighs a man down, “ 
but a kind word cheers him up. 


26A righteous man is cautious in friendship* 

but the way of the wicked leads them astray- 
27The lazy man does not roast? his game, 

but the diligent man prizes his possessions. 
28[n the way of righteousness there is life; 

along that path is immortality. 
1 ‘A wise son heeds his father’s instruction,” 

but a mocker does not listen to rebuke. 

2From the fruit of his lips a man enjoys good 4 


things, r 
but the unfaithful have a craving for 
violence. 


4The sluggard craves and gets nothing, 
but the desires of the diligent are filly F. 
satisfied. 
SThe righteous hate what is false, 3 
but the wicked bring shame and disgrace. _ 
‘Righteousness guards the man of integrity, 
but wickedness overthrows the sinner. : 
7One man pretends tobe rich, yet has nothing; : 


another to be has 


8A man’s riches may ransom his life, 

but a poor man hears no threat. 

9The light of the righteous shines brightly, 

but the lamp of the wicked is snuffed out. 

Pride only breeds quarrels, 

but wisdom is found in those who take 
advice, 

Dishonest money dwindles away, : 
but he who gathers money little litthe 
makes it grow. = 
Hope deferred makes the heart sick, 
but a longing fulfilled is a tree of lite. 
1SHe who scorns instruction will pay for it, 
but he who respects a command 
rewarded, a 


The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, 
turning a man from the snares of death. — 


'SGood understanding wins favor, 
but the way of the unfaithful is hard 
AS Oe nda es mat 
° ene aa 


. 


PROVERBS 13:16 552 
toEvery pradent man acts out of knowledge, ‘Where there are no oxen, the manger is empty, 
but a fool exposes his folly but from the strength Of an ox comes an ’ 


ie ol 


7A wicked messenger falls into trouble, abundant harvest, 
but a trustworthy envoy brings healing, 5A truthful witness does not deceive, 
but a false witness pours out lies. 


\8He who ignores discipline comes to poverty 
6The mocker seeks wisdom and finds none, 


and shame, 


but whoever heeds correction is honored but knowledge comes easily to the 
8A longing fulfilled is sweet to the soul, Siscarnite 
but tools detest turning from evil Stay away from a foolish man, 
He who walks with the wise grows wise, for you will not find knowledge on his lips- \ 
but a companion of fools suffers harm, 8The wisdom of the prudent isto give thought 
Misfortune pursues the sinner, to.their ways; 
but the folly of fools is deception, 


but prosperity is the reward of the righteous. 
2A good man leaves an inheritance for his %Fools mock at making amends for sin, 
children’s children, but goodwill is found among the upright. 
but a sinner’s wealth is stored up for the _  l0Each heart knows its own bitterness, 
and no one else can share its joy. 


righteous. 
3A poor man’s field may produce abundant The house of the wicked will be destroyed, 
bate Fabien Pelli i: Ss : but the tent of the upright will flourish. 
ate who apares the rod hates aad rriAietRige ena i ends totes. 


but he who loves him is careful to discipline 
13Even in laughter the heart may ache, 


him 3 
25The righteous eat to their hearts’ content, and joy mmayrend.in grief f 
but the stomach of the wicked goes hungry. \The faithless will be fully repaid for their ways, 
and the good man rewarded for his. 


1 4, The wise woman builds her house, 3 
but with her own hands the foolish one 15A simple man believes anything, ' 


tears hers down. but a prudent man gives thought to his 
steps. 
16A wise man fears the Lorp and shuns evil, 
but a fool is hotheaded and reckless. 


2He whose walk is upright fears the Lorp, 
but he whose ways are devious despises 
him. 
3A fool's talk brings a rod to his back, 17A quick-tempered man does foolish things, 
but the lips of the wise protect them. and a crafty man is hated. 


| __INSIGHT 


What Makes People Poor? 


A clear-eyed view of wealth and poverty 


The wealth of the rich is their fortified city, but poverty is the ruin of the poor. 10:15. 


“cos people are lazy,” says one person. Someone else claims the opposite: ‘They are poor 
because the rich control the system.” People tend to oversimplify when they discuss wealth 
and poverty. Curiously, both sides may quote Proverbs to prove their point. 

You have to read all of Proverbs to get its subtle view. It says people are poor for various — 
reasons: because of laziness and He vey but also because the rich oppress them. People 
get rich for various reasons too: because of hard work, because of the Lord’s blessing, because 


they cheated. 


Proverbs gives an evenhanded view of what money does for people. Wealth brings benefits, 


including eager friends, Proverbs says: but it also brings worries and troubles. Proverbs strongly — 
urges the rich and powerful to be generous and fair to poor people. It remains remarkably =~ 
clear-eyed about the tangled causes of poverty and about the dangers and benefits of wealth. 
Proverbs on money: 10:4,15,22; 11:4,16,28; 13:8,18,22,23; 14:20,23,31; 15:16; 18:23; 19:1,4,177 
20:13; 21:5,17; 22:1,2,4,7,9,16,22,23; 23:5; 28:3,6,8,11,19,20,22,27; 29:7,14; 30:7-9. aaah 

Life Questions: Think of the richest and the poorest people you know. What is your attitude toward 


them? 
nee UEEEESEE NEESER 


PROVERBS 1618 


S54" 

WT he alinpte tnhyerit folly but whoever ié kind to the Needy honor 

but the prudent are crowned with God, 

Knowlorlne UWhen calamity comes, the wicked are brought 
9 own 1 the prenened of the down, : 
nil bi bow down In. the premene but even in death the righteous have # 
ot Auge 

and the wicked at the gates of the righteous we 
N | s3Windom reponed in the heart of the disceming 
YThe poor are shunned even by thelr neighbors, 

but the rich have many friends and waning fools phe lets herwelf be 
He who despises his neighbor eins, “4 

sloaned ts he y Nee Righteousness exalts a nation, 
but bleased is he who ie kind te " needy Put ain is a diegrace to nny rm 
Do not th who plot evil go astray f 

i one who plan what i ad finds love WA king delights in a wise servant, 

BU ROE A hhines but a shameful servant incurs his wrath. 
: A gentle answer turns away wrath, 

\All hard work brings 4 profit, 5 
but mere talk leads only to poverty 1 but a harsh word stirs up anger. 
, 27The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, 

MThe wealth of the wise is their crown, 

but the folly of fools yields folly but the mouth of the fool gushes folly, 
$s truthful witness saves lives, *The eyes of fhe Lone Bae es 

but a false witness is deceitful, PING Bi ei 

4The : is 

26He who fears the Lorp has a secure fortress, The tiga Cie cates tee ihe i “! 

and for his children it will be a refuge spss spirit r- 

5, 

2The fear of the Loro is a fountain of life, A paps l discipline, 

turning a man from the snares of death, prudence, rection 
28A large population is a king's glory, ¢ 

but without subjectsja/prince lajrulneds The Rouse’ st te Hatt eee F 
2°A patient man has great understanding, but the income of the wicked brings them 

but a quick-tempered man displays folly. trouble. 
WA heart at peace gives life to the body, 7The lips of the wise spread knowledge; 

but envy rots the bones. not so the hearts of fools, 
MHe who oppresses the poor shows contempt 8The Lorp detests the sacrifice of the wicked, 

but the prayer of the upright pleases him. =“ 


for their Maker, 
33 Hebrew; Septuagint and Syriac / but in the heart of fools she is not known 


122 Or show 


Verbal Dynamite 
Even truthful words can damage other people 


A perverse man stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends. 16:28 
Ww could be wrong with just talking, as long as you don’t actually lie? Proverbs sees plenty of 
danger. Words are dynamite; they can destroy people. They should be carefully weighed 
before they are spoken. Even truthful words can damage. Yet they can also save a friend from 
going wrong. Proverbs nea strongly about both the danger of gossip and the good done when 
someone justly rebukes his friend. > W CoMee 
“The tongue has the power of life and death,”” Proverbs 18:21 says, “and those who ' 
eat its fruit.” Proverbs teaches the skill of speaking so as to give lite.” love ttt 
Proverbs on the importance of words: 10:11,20; 12:14; 15:4; 17:10; 18:21; 25:11. 
prowerasen, the wrong way to speak: 6:16-19; 11:9,12,13; 12:18; 13:3; 16:27,28; 18:8,13; — 
26:23-28; 29:5. : , 
Proverbs on the right way to speak: 10:14,21,32; 12:25; 15:1,23,28; 16: ELA han 
25:12,15; 27:56; 28:23, ho ata em 
ol ai 


Proverbs on the dangers of words; 10:19; 14:23. 
Life Questions: Have you said anything recently that you wish you could unsay? What are the most 


life-giving words you've spoken lately? 
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Doe end Deeteerctionte Bre aipen Beton the 
Lae 
Dow Revd Mowe The howets of men! 
TRL 
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A PRACROT FOROS WY 


»~w 

A Ammer Doar makes the face cheerful, 
Net Poartaodeo crveshes Che spirit 

<The Gecorwng heart seeks Anowlhadge, 

det De PRowth of a fol feeds an folly, 


he Oppressed ave wretched, 
troart has 4 continual feast 


e tear of the Lorp 
with turmoil, 


pera’ man stirs up dissension, 
pan calms a quarrel, 


man who lacks judgment, 
nderstanding keeps a straight 


lack of counsel 

many advisers they succeed, 

2s pow in giving an apt reply— 

good is a timely word! 

leads upward for the wise 
from going down to the grave. 


down the proud man’s house 
the widow's boundaries intact. 
tests the thoughts of the wicked, 
of the pure are pleasing to him. 
=A greedy man brings trouble to his family, 

he who hates bribes will live. 


The heart of the nghteous weighs its answers, 


15:25 Who Cares About 

the Poor? 

im Old Testament society the most helpless person 
2s the widow. With no one to protect her, she 
could only watch as her late husband's land was 
grabbed by wicked neighbors. But a widow was 
never © helpless. The Lord was on her 
sade. im the final analysis her condition was more 
secure than that of her proud, rich neighbor. 
RS 


Tl Hieterw Stent ont Abaddon "24 Hebrew Sheol 


“The Lown is fae from the wicked . 


33 Or Wisdom teaches the fear of the Low 


Jat the mouth of the wicked muahee evil 


but he hear the prayer of Hye Ayhteous, 


*A cheerful look beings jay to the heart, 
and good news gives health to (he bones, 


Sete who Haters to a lifegiving rebuke 
Will be at home among the wine 
She who ignores discipline despiies hinnelf, 
but whoever heeds cormetion galing 
understanding. 
“The fear of the Loxv teaches a man wisdom 
and humility comes before honor, 
1 6 To man belong the plana of the heart, 
but from the Lonp comes the reply of the 
tongue, 
2AlLa man’s ways seem innocent to hin, 
but motives are weighed by the Lop, 


sCommit to the Lord whatever you do, 
and your plans will succeed, 
‘The Loxp works out everything for his own 
ends— 
even the wicked for a day of disaster, 
SThe Lorp detests all the proud of heart, 

Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished, 
SThrough love and faithfulness sin is atoned for; 
through the fear of the Lorp a man avoids 

evil. 
*When a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lorp, 
he makes even his enemies live at peace with 
him. 
SBetter a little with righteousness 
than much gain with injustice, 
%In his heart a man plans his course, atone 
but the Lorp determines his steps, 
. 
\The lips of a king speak as an oracle, | 
and his mouth should not betray justice. 
itHonest scales and balances are from the Lorp; 
all the weights in the bag are of his making. 
12Kings detest wrongdoing, 
for a throne is established through 
13Kings take pleasure in honest lips; 
they value a man who speaks the truth. aT 
14A king’s wrath is a messenger of death, 
but a wise man will appease it. 1 
1SWhen a king’s face brightens, it means life; 
his favor is like a rain cloud in spring. 
\sHow much better to get wisdom than gold, 
to choose understanding rather than silver! 


VThe highway of the upright avoids evil; _ 
he who guards his way guards his life. 
\8Pride goes before 3 evens 
ahanghty spiri 1 cemngar eS 4) 


14 


1 pdb Pree, way 


555 PROVERBS 17:10 


9 spi th “The lot is cast into the lay 
weet ened in —“ einen” but its every decision kor the Lorp, 
than to share plunder with the proud 17 Better a dry crust with peace aiid quiet ' 
Whoever gives heed to instruction prospers, than a house full of feasting,« with strife. Y 
and blessed is he who trusts in the LoD. 2A wise servant will rule over a disgraceful son, 
2 The wise in heart are called discerning, and wil eee the inheritance as one of the 
others. 


rds promote instruction.“ 


and pleasant wo! 
aThe crucible for silver and the furnace for gold, 


2Understanding is a fountain of life to those 
aaa ‘ but the Lorp tests the heart, 
but folly brings punishment to fools 4A wicked man listens to evil lips; 
2A wise man’s heart guides his mouth, a liar pays attention to a malicious tongue, 
and his lips promote instruction,? SHe who mocks the poor shows contempt for 
24Pleasant words are a honeycomb, their Maker; 
sweet to the soul and healing to the bones. whoever gloats over disaster will not go 
STH that ight t ung anleeg 
25There is a way that seems right to a man, 3 e . 
but in the end it leads to death. éChildren’s children are a crown to the aged, 
Tietabe 4s for Rl and parents are the pride of their children. 
26The laborer’s appetite works for him, 2 
his hanged ares him on. 7Arroganté lips are unsuited to a fool— 
avery 1 how much worse lying lips to a ruler! 
274 scoundrel plots evil, pa 
and his seach like a scorching fire. 8A bribe is a charm to the one who gives it; 
wherever he turns, he su' 


9He who covers over an offense promotes love, 
but whoever repeats the matter separates 
close friends. 


10A rebuke impresses a man Of discernment 


28A perverse man stirs up dissension, 
and a gossip separates close friends. 


29A violent man entices his neighbor 
and leads him down a path that is not good. 


He who winks with his eye is plotting 


perversity; 
he who purses his lips is bent on evil. 17:8 Bribery Works Wonders! 
31Gray hair is a crown of splendor; Proverbs is utterly realistic about the hard facts of 
32Better a patient man thana warrior, make bribery right? No—just a few verses later 
a man who controls his temper than one (verse 23), Proverbs condemns bribery. 
who takes a city. 
£23 Or mouth / and makes his lips persuasive <1 Hebrew sacrifices 47 Or Eloquent 


421 Or words make a man persuasive 


How to Raise Children 
Family members should be allies, not adversaries 


Prover' 

The overwhelming emphasis of Proverbs is on verbal enc 
book is framed as a father’s wor 
to do with biology. Again and again he pleads, “Listen, my son. 
words (1:8; 6:20). The parent-child conversation is a warm one, and Proverbs 17:6 bears out what 


the whole book implies: parents and children are not meant to be adversaries, but allies in life 
_ who are proud of each other. 
Proverbs on parent-child relationships: 3:11,12; 10:1,5; 13:1,24; 14:26; 15:20; 17:6,21; 
49:18,26,27; 20:20; 22:6,15; 23:13-16,22-25; 27:11; 215,17; 31:28. 
Life Questions: What is more effective in raising children: punishment and discipline, ‘or verbal 
instruction and encouragement? : 
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557 PROVERBS 19:25 
SThe heart of the discerning acquires Though he pursues them with hisbiadings 
knowledge they are nowhere to be found 
the ears of the wise seek it out, bHe who gets wisdom loves his own woul; 
WA gift opens the Way [OF the giver he who cherishes understanding prosper: 
ane uahe re him into the presence of the 9A fatxe witness will HOt BO unpunished,» 
a ‘i and he who pours out lies will perish. 
The first to present his case seems Fight, ¥ 
il another comes forward and questions Lolt is not fitting for a foo! to live in luxury 
him. how much worse for a slave to rule over 
cd princes! 
Wasting the lot settles disputes f j , 
and keeps strong opponents apart 1A man’s wisdom gives him patience; 
it is to his glory to overlook an offense, 


An offended brother is more unyielding than a 


fortified city 2A king's rage is like the roar of a lion, 


and disputes are like the barred gates of a but his favor is like dew on the grass. 
ca Z 13A foolish son is his father’s ruin, 
2From the fruit of his mouth a man’s stomach is and a quarrelsome wife is like a constant 
filled, dripping. 
‘h the harvest fi his lips he is satisfied. 
with the: harvestfromn SRS es M4Houses and wealth are inherited from parents, 
21The tongue has the power of life and death, but a prudent wife is from the Lorp. 
and those who love it will eat its fruit. aes b a \ 
SLaziness brings on deep sleep, 
*He who finds a wife finds what is good sie ha ainiess bey goes hNgry: S 
and receives favor from the LorD. is tte 
em 16He who obeys instructions guards yi 
3A poor man pleads for mercy, i 
pee a rich man answers harshly. but oe is contemptuous of his ways will 
4A man of many companions may come to ruin, ey 
x 17He who is kind to the poor lends to the LorD, 
put there is a friend who sticks closer than a 4 
7 male x and he will reward him for what he has 
done. : 
Better a poor man whose walk is blameless 18Disci in tt rere. 
19 than a fool whose lips are perverse. een seRais 4 Bi ROS to ep or. a 
2[t is not good to have zeal without knowledge, 
Bes Yast, aed ares the way. 19A hot-tempered man must pay the penalty; 
Ux ex if you rescue him, you will have to do it 
3A man’s own folly ruins his life, again. "| 
yet his heart rages against the Lorp. P 
3 20Listen to advice and accept instruction, 
4Wealth brings many friends, and in the end you will be wise. 


but a poor man’s friend deserts him. 
g J i 21Many are the plans ina man’s heart, 
5A false witness will not go unpunished, but it is the Lorp’s pu hat prevail 


and-he who pours out lies will not go free. 
2What a man desires is unfailing love; 


6Many curry favor with a ruler, = 

and everyone is the friend of aman who better to be poor than a liar. ; 
gives gifts. 23The fear of the Lor leads to life: 

7A poor man is shunned by all his relatives— Then ene content, untouched by 


how much more do his friends avoid him! 
——— i 24The sluggard buries his hand in the dish; 
18:24 How B 5 he will not even bring it back to his mouth! 
2 ow le Bee Good Friend 25Flog a mocker, and the simple will learn 


i Old Teta puts great emphasis on close prudence; 
amily relationships. Surprisingly, however, ‘ ree Aes 
Proverbs rates a good friend even higher, for he or ee Cae man, and he will gain 


she “sticks closer than a brother.” Fair-weather 
friends are common (14:20), and the wrong kind OE —————— LT 


companions will bring you trouble. But a true 
friend loves you at all times, even when things are 19:25 Can the Simple Learn? 
bad. “The simple”—those who live without 


Some key proverbs on being a good friend and thinking—are rarely convinced to change, because 
neighbor can be found in the following passages: they don’t listen. One lesson may get to 
3:27-28; 11:12; 12:26; 17:9,17; 18:24; 22:24-25; them, : seeing one of their “leading fri 
25:20; 26:18-19; 27:6,9-10,14,17; 28:2. H punished. 
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"7 ‘The meaning of the Hebrew for this sentence is uncertain. 22 Or A man's greed is his shame some 7 


PROVERES 19:26 
aatte who robe his father and drives out his 
mother 
is a son who brings shame and disgrace 
SStop Hstening to instruction, My sors 
and you will stray trom the words of 
Knowledge 
JA Cormpt withess Mocks at justice, 
and the mouth of the wicked gulps down 
evil 
Penalties are prepared for mockers, 
and beatings for the backs of fools. 
Wine is a mocker and beer a brawler; 
- whoever is led astray by them is not wise, 


2A king's wrath is like the roar of a lion; 
he who angers him forfeits his life. 
Mt is to. a man’s honor to avoid strife, 
but every fool is quick to quarrel 
aggard does not plow in season; 
so at harvest time he looks but finds 
nothing 


4a 


SThe purposes of a man’s heart are deep waters, 
but a man of understanding draws them out. 
sMany 2 man claims to have unfailing love, 
but a faithful man who can find? 
7The righteous man leads a blameless life; 
ttessed are his children after him. 
SWhen a King sits on his throne to judge, 
he winnows out all evil with his eyes. 
?Who can say, “I have kept my heart pure; 
l am dean and without sin”? 
Differing weights and differing measures— 
the Lop detests them both. 
Even a child is known by his actions, 
by whetherhis conduct is pure and right. 
hear and eyes that see— 
.e Loxp has made them both. 
3Do not love sleep or you will grow poor; 
stay awake and you will have food to spare. 
14"Tt’s no good, it’s no good!” says the buyer; 
then off he goes and boasts about his 
purchase. 
!5Gold there is, and rubies in abundance, 
but lips that speak knowledge are a rare 
jewel. 
i*Take the garment of one who puts up security 
for a stranger; 
hold it in pledge if he does it fora wayward 
woman. 
"Food gained by fraud tastes sweet to a man, 
but he ends up with a mouth full of gravel. 


'SMake plans by seeking advice; 
if you wage war, obtain guidance. 


9A gossip betrays a confidence; 
so avoid a man who talks too much. 


#27 Or The sperit of mam ts the Loney lamp 
Jor tno wie werk death 
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6 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint and Vulgate; most Hebrew mane 


“*{\ 


Ea man curses his father or , 
his lamp will be snuffed out i piteh 
darkness, mg 
- 
21An inheritance quickly gained at the beginning. 
will not be blessed at the end. 
2Do not say, “I'll pay you back for this wrong!” 
Wait for the Loxb, and he will deliver you. 
The Loxp detests differing weights, - 
and dishonest scales do not please him. 
NA man’s steps are directed by the LORD. ! 
How then can anyone understand his own 
way? 
it is a trap for a man to dedicate something ? 
rashly 
and only later to consider his vows. 
26A wise king winnows out the wicked; ~ 
he drives the threshing wheel over them. 


2"The lamp of the Lorp searches the spirit of a 
mané; , 
it searches out his inmost being. Y 
28Love and faithfulness keep a king safe; 
through love his throne is made secure, 
2The glory of young men is their strength, 
gray hair the splendor of the old. 
Blows and wounds cleanse away evil, 
and beatings purge the inmost being. 
21 The king’s heart is in the hand ofthe 
Lorp; ‘2 
he directs it like a watercourse wherever he 
pleases. 
2All a man’s ways seem right to him, 
but the Lorp weighs the heart. 
3To do what is right and just ‘ 
is more acceptable to the Lorn than sacrifice, 


+Haughty eyes anda proud heart, 
the lamp of the wicked, are sin! 


5The plans of the diligent lead to profit 
as surely as haste leads to poverty. 


6A fortune made by a lying tongue 
is a fleeting vapor and a deadly snare.» 


7The violence of the wicked will drag them 


away, 
for they refuse todo what isright. 


8The way of the guilty is devious, 
but the conduct of the innocent is upright. — 
Better to live on a corner of the roof ee 


than share a house with a quarrelsome wife. 
The wicked man craves evil; 
his neighbor gets no from him. be 
lWhen a mocker is punished, the simple gai 
when a wise man is instructed, he gets 
knowledge. tet tS 


« 
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and man—Shacser” 8 tie 
12The Righteous One takes note of the house of The proud arrogant 


the wicked 
and brings the wicked to ruin 
13]f a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, 


he too will cry out and not be answered. 


given in secret soothes anger, 


M4A gift 7 
a ‘a bribe concealed in the cloak pacifies 
great wrath 
1SWhen justice is done, it brings joy to the 
righteous 


but terror to evildoers. 
164 man who strays from the path of 
understanding 
comes to rest in the company of the dead. 
17He who loves pleasure will become poor; 
whoever loves wine and oil will never be 


2The sluggard’s craving willl be the death of 
him, 


he behaves with overweening pride. 


because his hands refuse to work: 3 


2All day long he craves for more, 


but the nghteous give without sparing. 


27The sacrifice of the wicked is detestabe— 
_ how much more so when brought with evi 
intent! 


2A false witness will perish, 
Fenn hones eteus to fies wil be dasteredl 


forever £ 
2A wicked man puts up a bold front, 
but an upright man gives thought to has 
ways. 


nich. 
y i mo 
18The wicked become a ransom for the agrees inae wisdom, eT ae: 
righteous, succeed against Lorp a 
and the unfaithful for the upright. 31The horse is made ready for the day of battle, 
19Better to live in a desert but victory rests with the Loxp. 
than with a quarrelsome and ill-tempered A good name is more desirable than great 
wife, 2 Zz niches; 
20In the house of the wise are stores of choice to be esteemed is better than silver or gold 
food and oil, . thisin 
but a foolish man devours all he has. —— eer eis a, 
21He who pursues righteousness and love = ‘al 
finds life, prosperity? and honor. A Lege man sees danger Se 
22A wise man attacks the city of the mighty > 
and pulls down the stronghold in which ee 
they trust. bring wealth honor 
23He who guards his mouth and his tongue 3in the paths of the wicked he thorns and 
snares, 


keeps himself from calamity. 
412 Or The righteous man 921 Or righteousness <28 Or | bat the words of an obedient mae all Eee oe 


The Problem with Laziness 
Becoming a sluggard requires little effort ~tinl 


A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest—and poverty will come on you Bie 
a bandit. 24:33 _ 
lhe “sluggard” is a very icy perstal His only exercise is tuming on his bed: Proverbs savs he is 
hinged to it. Any far-fetched excuse—“there is a lion in the streets!”_will keep him from ~ 
going to work. Proverbs he at the sluggard a little, but uses him to teach serious lessons. You 
can be like him very easily, for it doesn't require much: “a little sleep, a little stumber, 2 tie 
folding of the hands to rest.” Putting things off, making excuses, sleeping in: who doesn't 


sometimes fall victim to these tendencies? . — 
The result of such a life? Poverty, frustration, broken relationships. The ‘still wants the 
luxuries hard work earns, but he never gets them. “The sluggard’s craving the-death of © 
~~ 


him” (21:25). 
Proverbs on laziness: 6:6-11; 10:4,26; 12:24,27; 13:4; 15:19; 19:75,28; 20:4: 2B a; ae 
24:30-34; 26:13-16. a em 


Life Questions: What attributes of a sluggard do you recognize in yourself? Do you think of theseas 


serious? 


PROVERES tbe Seo 
Det be who guards Ns soul stays far fra, : 
heen. 
STeany 2 Wt a the way be showkt go. 
and whee be & Ok: Fe wall Rot form From R, 
“The rsh rae Over the poor, 
bond She Docrower es seewant to the londer. 


Se who sows wickeuiness reaps trowtie, 
and the cod of As fury will be destroyed. 
S& gemeroes man well himaett be Messed, 
nor be Shares bs RX wath the poor 
MMOs curt the a and owt goes strite: 
quarrels and maa are ended. 
Be who lowes 2 pure heart and whose speech 


wl dave the king for Ais fend. 
2The eves of the Loan keep watch over 
lnow te: 
bet he mestrates the words af the unfaithful, 
2s ollie is 2 Gon outside!” 


¢ an adulteress is a deep pit; 
under the Loxo’s wrath will fall 


e 2and put a knife to your 
“Faby = bound up in the heart of a child, pests Stipe \ 
but the rod of discipline will drive it far from 3Do not crave his delicacies; | 
hm 
‘Hie who oppresses the poor to increase his 
wealth 
and he who gives gifts to the nch—both 


come to poverty. 


Sayings of the Wise 
hon and listen to the sayings of the 


apply your heart to what I teach, 
Stor ot is pleasing when you keep them in your 
heart 
2nd have all of them ready on your lips. 
2°So that your trust may be in the Lorp, 
I teach you today, even you. 
Have | not written thirty* sayings for you, 


224 Can Good Parents Produce 


Bad Children? 
An individual proverb shouldn't be read as either 
an invariable rule or a binding promise from God. 


good children. 


“+ Or Sart "20 Or not formerty written; of not written cxorlient 
for as ne puts om 4 feast. | 10 he +16 Hebrew Sheol 


when it goes down smoothly! 
32[n the end it bites like a snake 


are: I ——— —<—_ 
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17] cart envy sinners, and ike a viper, > 
De te snalouh for the fear of the *YOUT eye We ogee comely - ay 
Loro 4 Z a 
18There is surely 4 future hope for you, WY ou will be like one om 8%, y 
and your hope will not be cut off PE Miley ee ye Pes Faaheedl 
19Listen, my SOM, and be wise, They beat me, but 1 don’t feet itt 
‘and keep your heart on the right path When will | wake up 
20Do not join those who drink too much wine 40 L can find another drink?” 
s* orgorge themselves on meat, , 
2ifor drunkards and gluttons become poor, 24 Do not envy wicked men, 
and drowsiness clothes them in rags do not desire their company; 
Zfor their hearts plot violence, 
2Listen to your father, who gave you life, and their lips talk about making, trouthe, 
and do not despise your mother when she is 
old By wisdom a house 6 built, 
Buy the truth and do not sell it; ‘and through understanding, it is. estathiohed, 
get wisdom, discipline and understanding. ‘through knowledge its roome are filled 
2The father of a righteous man has great joy; with rare and beautiful treasures, 
he who has a wise son delights in him. 5, 
25May your father and mother be glad; ‘A wise 2 It tanta 
may she who gave you birth rejoice! stor waging war you ; wv pees Coe 
26My son, give me your heart and for victory many advisers. ' 
and let your eyes keep to my wayS, 7Wisdom is too high for a fool; 
27for a prostitute is a deep pit in the a bi at the gate he has nothing to 
and a wayward wife is a narrow well say. 
28Like a bandit she lies in wait, 
and multiplies the unfaithful among men #He who plots evil 
will be known as a schemer. 
29Who has woe? Who has sorrow? The schemes of folly aré sin, 
Who has strife? Who has complaints? 
Who has needless bruises? Who has ee 
bloodshot eyes? 23:35 The Dangers of Wine 
Those who linger over wine, Wine was common in biblical times, but its: 
who go to sample bowls of mixed wine. dangers were Proverbs contains some 
31Do not gaze at wine when it is red, of strongest warnings in the Bible 
when it sparkles in the cup, it : 20:1; 21:17; 23:20,21; 23-30-35; 
31:4-7. a 


The Supreme Gift of Wisdom 


First, learn to listen 


He who walks with the wise grows wise, 


but a companion of fools suffers harm. 13:20 


standard: “Is this wise?” The word wisdom 


roverbs judges every thought or action by one 
old men muttering obscure philosophic maxims. But that is 


Sates up pictures of gray-haired 
almost the opposite of what Proverbs means b 


to earth. Young people as well 


y the word. Wisdom is above alt 
‘as old can and should have it. Wisdom teaches you 


and down 
how to 


live. it 
scipline—the kind of discipline an athlete ety rf 9 nome 
common sense isn’t, and never 


combines understanding with di: 
that 


adds a healthy dose of good common sense—except 
been, common. bi 

How do you become a wise person? You must first begin to listen. Wisdom is freely available to 
those who will stop talking and start paying attention—to ‘God and his Word, to parents, to wise 
counselors. Anybody can become wise, Proverbs says. Wisdom is not reserved for a brainy elite. 
But becoming wise requires self-discipline to study and humbly every 

Proverbs on becoming a wise person: 2:1-6; 9:1-10; 10:1,5,8,14,19,23; 11:2; 12:18; 13:10,20; 

14:8; 15:7,31; 16:23; 17:24; 18:15; 19:11,20; 20:1; 21:11,20,30; 23:4; 29:3,8,11,15; 30:56. 

Life Questions: Think over the last two years of your life. To whom do you listen? Who has the greatest 


influence on you? 


————————————————— LLL 


PROVERBS 24:10 
and men detest a moeker, 


{OH you falter in times of trouble, 
how small is your strength! 


' Rescue those being led away to death; 
hold back those staggering toward slaughter, 
Bityou say, “But we knew nothing about this,” 
does not he who weighs the heart perceive 
it? 
Does not he who guards your lite know it? 
Will he not repay each person according to 
what he has done? 


Bat honey, my son, for it is good; 
honey from the comb is sweet to your taste, 
‘Know also that wisdom is sweet to your soul; 
if you find it, there is a future hope for you, 
and your hope will not be cut off 


Do not lie in wait like an outlaw against a 
righteous man’s house, 
do not raid his dwelling place; 
lefor though a righteous man falls seven times, 
S again, 
but the wicked are brought down by 
calamity 


Do not gloat when your enemy falls; 
when he stumbles, do not let your heart 
rejoice, 
‘Sor the Lorp will see and disapprove 
and turn his wrath away from him. 
Do not fret because of evil men 
or be envious of the wicked, 
20for the evil man has no future hope, 
and the lamp of the wicked will be snuffed 
out 


21Fear the Lorp and the king, my son, 
and do not join with the rebellious, 
“for thcse.two will send sudden destruction 
upon them, 
and who knows what calamities they can 
bring? 


Further Sayings of the Wise 
23These also are sayings of the wise: 


To show partiality in judging is not good: 
24Whoever says to the guilty, ‘“You are 
innocent’’— 
peoples will curse him and nations denounce 
him. 
25But it will go well with those who convict the 
guilty, 
and rich blessing will come upon them. 


26An honest answer 
is like a kiss on the lips. 


27Finish your outdoor work 
and get your fields ready; 
after that, build your house. 


8Do not testify against your neighbor without 
cause, 


#34 Or like a vagrant / and scarcity like a beggar 
not go 
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'4 Or comes a vessel from 


‘ \ | 
OF Use your lips to deceive 2 
*DO Not say, “vit do to him as he has done to 


me; ‘ 
Nl pay that man back for what he did.” 
“OL Wwent past the field of the sluggard, 
past the vineyard of the man who lacks 
judgment; 
‘thorns had come up everywhere, 
the ground was covered with weeds, 
and the stone wall way in ruins. 
1 applied my heart to what | observed 
and learned a lesson from what | saw: 
NVA little sleep, a little slumber, 
4 little folding of the hands to rest— 
Mand poverty will come on you like a bandit 
and scarcity like an armed man.4 


More Proverbs of Solomon 


2 These are more proverbs of Solomon, cop- 
ied by the men of Hezekiah king of Judah: 
lt is the glory of God to conceal a matter; 
to search out a matter is the glory of kings. 


3As the heavens are high and the earth is deep, 
so the hearts of kings are unsearchable, 5 


4Remove the dross from the silver, 
and out comes material for the silversmith; 
5remove the wicked from the king’s presence, 
and his throne will be established through 
righteousness. 


6Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence, 
and do not claim a place among great men; 
7it is better for him to say to you, “Come up 
here,” 
than for him to humiliate you before a 
nobleman. 


What you have seen with your eyes 
8 do not brings hastily to court, 
for what will you do in the end 
if your neighbor puts you to shame? 


°If you argue your case with a neighbor, 

do not betray another man’s confidence, 
lor he who hears it may shame you 

and you will never lose your bad reputation. 


11A word aptly spoken 


25:1 Good Government : 
Proverbs lists three kings in its credits: Solomon 
(1:1; 10:1), Hezekiah (25:1), and Lemuel (31:1). 
So, naturally, it shows concern for what makes 
good government. The qualities needed in a king 
still apply to governmental heads today. Proverbs 
doesn’t mention political philosophy or 
administrative efficiency. Justice and fairness 
matter most. 


Proverbs on include the 
following: 14:35; 16:10,12-13; 20:26; 22:11; 
25:4-5; 29:4,14; 31:3-5, ’ 


ee 


7,8 Or nobleman / on whom you had set your eyes. / 6Do 
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is like apples of gold in settings of silver. 


12Like an earring of gold or an ornament of fine 


13Like the cooln 
is a trustworthy 
send him; 

he refreshes the spirit of his masters. 


IsLike clouds and wind without rain 
is a man who boasts of gifts he does not 


give. 
1sThrough patience 
and a gentle ton, 
16]f you find honey, eat just enough— 
too much of it, and you will vomit. 
in your neighbor's house— 


17Seldom set foot 
too much of you, and he will hate you. 


18Like a club or a sword or a sharp arrow 
is the man who gives false testimony against 


his neighbor. 


a ruler can be persuaded, 
gue can break a bone. 


19Like a bad tooth or a lame foot 
js reliance on the unfaithful in times of 


trouble. 
20Like one who takes away a garment ona coid 


day, 
or like vinegar poured on soda, 
is one who sings songs to a heavy heart. 


21[f your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; 
if he is thirsty, give him water to drink. 
2In doing this, you will heap burning coals on 
his head, 
and the Lorp will reward you. 


23As a north wind brings rain, 
soa sly tongue brings angry looks. 


24Better to live on a corner of the roof 


The Making of a Fool 


PROVERBS 26:33 
than share a house with a quarrelsomne wife: 


25Like cold water to a weary soul 
is good news from a distant land. 


2Like a muddied spring or 4 
is a righteous man who 


wicked, 


27it is not good to eat too much honey, é 
nor is it honorable to seek one’s own Ihanor, 


Like a city whose walls are broken down 7 
is aman lacks self- b - 


we 
way to the 


26 Like snow in summer or rain in harvest, 
honor is not fitting for a fool. 
2Like a fluttering sparrow or 4 darting swallow, 
an ‘undeserved curse does not come to rest. 
3A whip for the horse, a halter for the donkey, 
anda rod for the backs of fools! 
4Do not answer a fool according to his folly, 
or you will be like him 
5Answer a fool according to his folly, 
or he will be wise in his own eyes- eo 
éLike cutting off one’s feet or drinking violence 
is the sending of a message by the hand of 
fool. - 
7Like a lame man’s legs that hang limp: 
isa proverb in the mouth of a fool. 
8Like tying a stone in a sling 
is the giving of honor toa fool. > 
SLike a thornbush in a drunkard’s hand ~y 
is a proverb in the mouth of a fool. 
10Like an archer who wounds at random 
is he who hires a fool or any passer-by- 
11As a dog returns to its vomit, 
so a fool repeats his folly. 


= 


Even a genius can be one 


As a dog returns to its vomit, so a fool repeats his 


| Sid in modern English, are people who lack bi 
the Bible. Fools may have high IQs. People may admire thei 


person views them as 2 disaster. 


One of the Bible’s worst insults is “You fool 
crowd or their own c 


ss will land them in trouble. 

ainst acting immorally, 

les can keep 

to learn to recognize a fool from far away, and stay out o' 

Poignant proverbs on foolishness: 1:7; 10:8; 12:15,16,23; 4 
18:2,6; 20:3; 26:3,11; 27:22; 28:26; 29:11, 

u know anyone whom Proverbs would call a fool? If so, how 


God offers them, preferring to follow the 
themselves very clever, but their cleverne: 

Proverbs aims its sharpest warnings, not aj 
If you develop such a character, no set of ru! 


Life Questions: Do yot 


folly. 26:11 


rains. But the word has a different meaning in 
reputation for success. Vet wise 


1” People become fools by ignoring 


the wisdom ve 


ly, Fike gre 
out of . Awise person ought 
his or her 5 Ze 
:8,9,16,24; 15:14; 17/1012, 96; 

- a 


to him or her? 


PROVERBS 26:12 
2Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? 
There is more hope for a fool than for him, 
13The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the road, 
a fierce lion roaming the streets!" 
14As a door turns on its hinges, 
so a sluggard turns on his bed. 
1SThe sluggard buries his hand in the dish; 
he is too lazy to bring it back to his mouth. 
\sThe sluggard is wiser in his own eyes 
than seven men who answer discreetly. 
17Like one who seizes a dog by the ears 
is a passer-by who meddles in a quarrel not 
his own 
18Like a madman shooting 
firebrands or deadly arrows 
19js a man who deceives his neighbor 
and says, “I was only joking!” 
20Without wood a fire goes out; 
without gossip a quarrel dies down. 
21As charcoal to embers and as wood to fire, 
so is a quarrelsome man for kindling strife. 


2The words of a gossip are like choice morsels; 
they go down to a man’s inmost parts. 


23Like a coating of glaze* over earthenware 
are fervent lips with an evil heart. 


24A malicious man disguises himself with his 
lips, 
but in his heart he harbors deceit. 
25Though his speech is charming, do not believe 
him, 
for seven abominations fill his heart. 
26His malice may be concealed by deception, 
but his wickedness will be exposed in the 
assembly. 
271f a ran. digs a pit, he will fall into it; 
if a man rolls a stone, it will roll back on him. 


28A lying tongue hates those it hurts, 
and a flattering mouth works ruin. 


27. Do not boast about tomorrow, 
for you do not know what a day may bring 
forth. 
2Let another praise you, and not your own 
mouth; 
someone else, and not your own lips. 


3Stone is heavy and sand a burden, 


26:13 The Excuses of a Lazy Man 
At first glance some proverbs, like this one, appear 
incomplete and pointless. But this proverb cleverly 
pinpoints a lazy man’s habit of seeing dangerous 
obstacles to every plan and making incredible 
excuses, He will not go anywhere (on a road) or 
even get out of his house (into the streets) because 
his imagination conjures up all the things that 
could go wrong. 


#23 With a different word division of the Hebrew; Masoretic Text of silver dross. 
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but provocation by a fool is heavier than 
both, : 


4Anger is cruel and fury overwhelming, 
but who can stand before jealousy? 
SBetter is open rebuke 
than hidden love, 
‘Wounds from a friend can be trusted, 
but an enemy multiplies kisses. 
7He who is full loathes honey, 
but to the hungry even what is bitter tastes 
sweet, 
8Like a bird that strays from its nest 
is a man who strays from his home. 
°Perfume and incense bring joy to the heart, 
and the pleasantness of one’s friend springs 
from his earnest counsel, 
10Do not forsake your friend and the friend of 
your father, 
and do not go to your brother's house when 
disaster strikes you— 
better a neighbor nearby than a brother far 
away. 
11Be wise, my son, and bring joy to my heart; 
then I can answer anyone who treats me 
with contempt. 
The prudent see danger and take refuge, 
but the simple keep going and suffer for it, 
13Take the garment of one who puts up security 
for a stranger; 
hold it in pledge if he does it for a wayward 
woman. 
14If a man loudly blesses his neighbor early in 
the morning, 
it will be taken as a curse. 
15A quarrelsome wife is like 
a constant dripping on a rainy day; 
\6restraining her is like restraining the wind 
or grasping oil with the hand. 
17As iron sharpens iron, 
so one man sharpens another. 
18He who tends a fig tree will eat its fruit, 
and he who looks after his master will be 
honored. 


19As water reflects a face, 
so a man’s heart reflects the man. 


20Death and Destruction? are never satisfied, 
and neither are the eyes of man, 


21The crucible for silver and the furnace for gold, 
but man is tested by the praise he receives. 


2Though you grind a fool in a moftar, 
grinding him like grain with a pestle, 
you will not remove his folly from him. 

23Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, 
give careful attention to your herds; 

24for riches do not endure forever, 


and a crown is not secure for all generations. 


"20 Hebrew Sheol and Abaddon 


. 


When the hay is removed and new growth 
appears 
and the grass from the hills is gathered in, 
the lambs will provide you with clothing, 
and the goats with the price of a field, 
>You will have plenty of goats’ milk 
to feed vou and your family 
and to nourish your servant girls. 


JR thew icked man flees though no one 
oI pursues, 
ut the mghteous are as bold as a hon. 
2When a country is rebellious, it has many 
rulers 
but a man of understanding and knowledge 
maintains order. 
‘A ruler who oppresses the poor 
is like a driving rain that leaves no crops. 
éThose who forsake the law praise the wicked, 
but those who keep the law resist them. 


SEvil n 


n do not understand justice, 
hose who seek the Lorp understand it 
fully 


‘Better a poor man whose walk is blameless 
than a nch man whose ways are perverse. 
"He who keeps the law is a discerning son, 
but a companion of gluttons disgraces his 
father. 
sHe who increases his wealth by exorbitant 
interest 
amasses it for another, who will be kind to 
the poor. 
Sif anyone turns a deaf ear to the law, 
even his prayers are detestable. 
\0He who leads the upright along an evil path 
will fall into his own trap, 
but the blameless will receive a good 
inheritance. 
A rich man may be wise in his own eyes, 
but a poor man who has discernment sees 
through him 
i2When the righteous triumph, there is great 
elation; 
but when the wicked rise to power, men go 
into hiding. 
13He who conceals his sins does not prosper, 
but whoever confesses and renounces them 
finds mercy 


MBlessed is the man who always fears the Lorp, 
but he who hardens his heart falls into 
trouble. 
15Like a roaring lion or a charging bear 
is a wicked man ruling over a helpless 
people. 
16A tyrannical ruler lacks judgment, 
but he who hates ill-gotten gain will enjoy a 
long life. 
17A man tormented by the guilt of murder 


*3 Or A poor man, 


PROVERBS 29:9 
will be a fugitive till death; 
Jet no one support him. tu 
\sHe whose walk is blameless is kept safe, ‘A, 
but he whose ways are perverse will , * 
suddenly fall, . 
19He who works his land will have abundant 
food, 
but the one who chases fantasies will have 
his fill of poverty. 
20A faithful man will be richly blessed, x 
but one eager to get rich will not go 
unpunished. 
21To show partiality is not good— 
yet a man will do wrong for a piece of bread. 
2A stingy man is eager to get rich 
and is unaware that poverty awaits him. 
23He who rebukes a man will in the end gain 
more favor a 
than he who has a flattering tongue. 


24He who robs his father or mother 
and says, “It's not wrong’’— 
he is partner to him who destroys. 
25A greedy man stirs up dissension, 
but he who trusts in the Lorp will prosper. ‘ 
26He who trusts in himself is a fool, — : a8 
but he who walks in wisdom is kept safe. 
27He who gives to the poor will lack nothing, — 
but he who closes his eyes to them receives 
many curses.. 
28When the wicked rise to power, people go into 
hiding; ‘ 
but when the wicked perish, the righteous 
thrive. 
2 A man who remains stiff-necked after 
many rebukes 
will suddenly be destroyed—without 
remedy. 


2When the righteous thrive, the Na : 
when the wicked rule, the people groan, 


3A man who loves wisdom brings joy to his 


father, 
but a companion of prostitutes squanders his 
wealth. 
4By justice a king gives a country stability, 
but one who is greedy for bribes tears it 
down. 
5Whoever flatters his neighbor 2b, ‘g 
is spreading a net for his feet. x 


6An evil man is snared by his own sin, +2) ; 
but a righteous one can sing and,be glad. 

7The righteous care about justice for the poor, - 
but the wicked have no such concern, 


8Mockers stir up a city, 
but wise men turn away anger. * 
9If a wise man goes to court with a fool, 


a Ay 
Tete 


en os 
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the fool rages and scoffs, and there is no. but a man of lowly spirit gains honor. oe, 
peace The accomplice of a thief is his own enemy; 
\Bloodthirsty men hate a man of integrity he is put under oath and dare not testify. 
and seek to kill the upright 25Fear of. man will ess snared 
1A fool gives full vent to his anger, but whoever trusts in the Loro is kept safe. 
but a wise man keeps himself under control. 26Many seek an audi ithe ruler) : 
!21f a ruler listens to lies, but it is from the Lorp that man gets justice. 
all his officials become wicked. 27The righteous detest the dishonest; 2 ‘ 
'The poor man and the oppressor have this in the wicked detest the upright. ve, 
common: . 
The Lor gives sight to the eyes of both. Sayi ere 
MIf a king judges the poor with fairness, : 8 
his throne will always be secure 30 a Sayings of Agur son of Jakeh—an 
ora 4 
1SThe rod of correction imparts wisdom, ie Pe 
but a child left to himself disgraces his This man declared to Ithiel, 
mother. to Ithiel and to Ucal:< 
i : . ; 21am the most ignorant of men; 
'eWhen the wicked thrive, so does sin, ign a 
but the righteous will see their downfall. Ido not have a man’s understanding. 
i 31 have not learned wisdom, 
'7Discipline your son, and he will give you nor have I knowledge of the Holy One. _ 
peace; 4Who has gone up to heaven and come down? 
he will bring delight to your soul. Who has gathered up the wind in the hollow 
'SWhere there is no revelation, the people cast of his hands? ay 
off restraint; Who has wrapped up the waters in his cloak? 
but blessed is he who keeps the law. Who Fup alablishes all the ends of the 
ea 
IA servant cannot be corrected by mere words; What is his name, and the name of his son? 
though he understands, he will not respond. Tell me if you know! 
20Do you see a man who speaks in haste? > 
There is more hope for a fool than for him. 5“Every word ee Sos is er ‘ ny 
21If a man pampers his servant from youth, ne ve shed oh! east) 
he will bring grief@ in the end. Do not add to his warda, y 
bi we vt 
22An angry man stirs up dissension, or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar. 
and a hot-tempered one commits many sins. ?"Two things I ask of you, O Lorp; 
a % 


23A man’s pride brings him low, do not refuse me before I die: 
21 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain. *1 Or Jakeh of Massa «1 Masoretic Text; with a different word 


division of the Hebrew declared, “I am weary, O God; / lam weary, O God, and faint 


A Matter of Life and Death 


More than mere survival . 


There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death. 14:12 
4 


roverbs frequently talks about life and death. Wise living, it says, tends to make you live 
1 


P longer, while foolish living will push you into an early grave. 

If you take this observation at face value, you'll have a problem: plenty of people who live ~ 
foolishly survive into old age. But Proverbs’s concept of life and death includes much more than 
physical survival. By life, Proverbs means “real living” full of peace and joy and wisdom, By death, 

hysical decay. A person who misses the way of wisdom may be as 


It means spiritual as well as P 
good as dead, even though he is still walking around. 
(16; 12:28; 13:12; 14:27,30; 15:4,27; 


Proverbs on “real living’: 3:18,21,22; 4:23; 8:34-36; 10:11 


18:21; 19:23; 21:21; 28:16. . 
Proverbs on “real dying”: 2:16-18; 5:3-6,22,23; 10:21; 14:12,32; 15:10; 19:16; 21:25; 27:20, 


Life Questions: Can you remember a specific experience that represents, for you, “real living’? How 


about “real dying’’? 
SS 
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ood and lies far from me; 2There are three things that are stately in their 
8Keep falsehood and lies aes stride, ™ F- 
‘ot me neither pore four es move with sale oa . . 
Daily my nd di 30a lion, mighty among beasts, a bane 
Othermise, Tay have foo much and disown who retreats before nothing; 
bite! a 3la strutting rooster, a he-goat,  — a 
and say "Who is hele and a king with his army around him. 
scome poor , 4 A _ 
Or | may be vonor the name of my God. ayes fs Pa i abebobare 
” st slander a servant to his master, yoil have planned evil, mi q 
: 4 Re il curde you, and you will pay for it. Sap beet hand over your mouth! a 
curse their fathers 33For as churning the milk produces butter, 
U’There are those Wi one and as twisting the nose produces blood, 45 
ess thei zi Seng ap — 
er ah id ea in their own eyes so stirring up anger produces strife” 
A and yet are not cleansed of pas S ' 
‘those Whose eyes are ever so haughty, \ ing Lemue 
a he al giarices are so disdainful; Sayings of Ki B Hees. te 
Nthose whose teeth are swords 31 The sayings of King Lemue acled 
and whose jaws are set with knives mother taught him: 
to devour the poor from the earth, 2”O my son, O son of my womb, 
the needy from among mankind. (O son of my vows, 
in women, 
5’The leech has two daughters. 3do not spend your strength on 
. Giv el Give!” they cry. your vigor on those who ruin kings. e 
“There are three things that are never satisfied, 4It is not for kings, O Lemuel— 
four that never say, ‘Enough!’: not for Hinge to drink pine 
éthe grave,# the barren womb, not for rulers to crave 5 ’ 
j eed, whe is never satisfied with hea! 7 Slest they drink and forget what the law 
d fire, which never says, ‘Enough!’ decrees, 
pee x and deprive all the oppressed of their rights. 
"The eye thal soc aaa ia 6Give beer to those who are perishing, vedte 
that scorns obedience to a mother, wine to those Who are i anealehs 
will be pecked out by the ravens of the valley, 7let them drink and forget their poverty 
will be eaten by the vultures. and remember their misery no more. 
18There are three things that are too amazing 8”Speak up for those who cannot speak for 
for me, themselves, 
four that I do not understand: for the rights of all who are destitute. , 
ithe way of an eagie in the sky, 9Speak up and judge fairly; . 
the Way ofa) sriabe aaa defend the rights of the poor and needy.” 
the way of a ship on the fe seas, a 
and the way of a man with a maiden : 
20“‘This is the way of an adulteress: Epilogue: The Wife of Noble Character ; 
is e a Ss , 
She eats and wipes her mouth 10'A wife of noble character who can find? 
and says, ‘I've done nothing wrong.’ She is worth far more than rubies. " . 
‘Her husband has full confidence in her i 
21”Under three things the earth trembles, and lacks nothing of value. 
under four it cannot bear up: 2She brings him good, not harm, 
22a servant who becomes king, her life 
all the days of her life. 
a fool who is full of food, 19She delects Wool and Hae 
2%an unloved woman who is married, and works with eager hands. 
and a maidservant who displaces her MShe is like the merchant ships, 2 
hee bringing her food from afar. sl 
24Four things on earth are small, 15She gets up while it is still dark; i 
yet they are extremely wise: she provides food for her family ee 
2 Ants are creatures of little strength, and portions for her servant girls, 7 
yet they store up their food in the summer; 16She considers a field and buys it; - 
26coneys? are creatures of little power, out of her earnings she plants a vineyard, é- 
yet they make their home in the crags; '7She sets about her work vigorously; + 
27locusts have no king, her arms are strong forther tasks, 
yet they advance together in ranks; ‘She sees that her trading is profitable, 
28a lizard can be caught with the hand, and her lamp does not go out at night. | 
In her hand she holds the distaff 


yet it is found in kings’ palaces. 


‘16 Hebrew Sheol | +26 Thats, the hyrax or rock badger ¢31 Or king secure apainat rnolt 41 Or of Lemuel king of Manan, 
which #2 Or/ the answer to my prayers 110 Verses 10-31 are an acrostic, each verse beginning with a successive of 
Hebrew alphabet 


VEOH Aa 


| 


“alt oa ‘0 
ee 
v iy i Hy Hh 
Sain i Prt ib Hd 
vat A i iyi a 


alent Mel Hi eH 


ECCLESIASTES 


When Life Seems’ Senseless 
A book for our time 


says the Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaning- 


Meaningless! Meaningless! 

mss 1:2 
é& Jn this world there are only two tragedies,” said Oscar Wilde. “One is not getting what one’ 

I\ ants, and the other is getting it.” This paradoxical proverb has often proved true: 
World’s Richest Man 

Many poor people think that if they only had more money they would be happy. Howard 
Id’s richest man when he was only forty-five years old. Twenty years later, at 
bly the world’s most miserable man. He ha 


Hughes was the wor! 
sixty-five, he still had all his money but was probal I 
all the sun out. He was dirty; 


retreated from society, living in small dark rooms in hotels, keepin s 
his beard grew down to his waist and his hair fell down his back. His fingernails were two inches 


long. His huge body had shrunk to nothing. 


A Rich King 

There once was another very, 
Solomon. He wrote a book abou 
everything life could offer. Wealth? No one co 
whole world knew how wise he was (1:13-18). 
time (1:12). Systematically he sampled all of life’s pleasures and powers, 
im. All proved meaningless. 
What is the point of life? he asked. You work hard, and someone else gets all the credit. You 
struggle to be good, and evil people take advantage of you, You accumulate money, and it just 
goes to spoile te: hildren, You seek pleasure, and it turns sour on you, And everyone—rich or 
poor, good or evil, meets the same end. We all die. There is only one word to describe this life: 


meaningless 


very rich man who found that riches did not satisfy. His name was 
t it called Ecclesiastes. This rich king had tasted just about 

uld exceed him in luxury (2:4-9). Wisdom? The 
Fame? He was king, the most famous man of his 
yet all ultimately 


disappointed h 


Life Under the Sun 
Ecclesiastes strikes a responsive chord in our age. No centu' 


such despair. What is the purpose of life anyway? Is there any ul 
asked one songwriter after listing life’s pleasures. 
es the world lived on one level, apart from 


A key phrase in this book, “under the sun,” describ 
God and without any belief in the afterlife. If you live on that level, you may well conclude that. 


life is meaningless 
Ecclesiastes gives some words of hope, including the final summary: “Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man’ (12:13). That’s the positive message, the 
“lesson” of Ecclesiastes. But such positive words are almost overwhelmed by the author's 
powerful negative example. You could summarize his whole life in Jesus’ one statement, “What 
good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?” (Matthew 16:26). 
2 So 


How to Read Ecclesiastes % 


ry has seen such progress, and yet 
Itimate meaning? “Is that all there 
\ 


is? 


Ecclesiastes attracts extreme reactions. For several hundred years, Jewish scholars fiercely 
debated whether the book should even be included in the Old Testament. Yet novelist Thomas 
Wolfe said of it, “Ecclesiastes is the greatest single piece of writing | have ever known, and the 
wisdom expressed in it the most lasting and profound.” 
Because of the book’s unique nature, it is important to keep certain principles in mind while 


‘ 


. » 


reading it. Consider Ecclesiastes as a whole. The Teacher was various phiceap eae 
life. During his search, he tried different approaches, inctuding , the uni 5 
The book honestly records the author's search without endorsing it, = 


pursuit of pleasure. 
hor concludes with despairing statements that directly contradict other 


At times the aut! 


statements in their context. Just as t 


later, so Ecclesiastes contains many isolated statements th: 


the Bible (for example, the recurring phrase, “Everything is meaningless!””), Read such ual 
fb e book of Job contains Piso that God directly refuted 


at contradict its final conclusion, 
it should stimulate compassion for those 


Ecclesiastes performs two very valuable functions. First, 
air and live in a meaningless world, alone, without God. The author 


who are trapped in des; 


brilliantly captures the futility and meaninglessness of t 


hat world, expressing a philosophy of life 


widespread in the 20th century. ; 
But the book includes more than despair. It also blends in proverbs about how life should be 
that can be easily overlooked. Look for these nuggets of wisdom, 
t Ecclesiastes 


lived, pungent observations 


especially toward the end of the book. (You may also find it helpful to balance ou! 


with the more confident advice of Proverbs.) 


By asking questions, the author of Ecclesiastes helped prepare for the answers God ultimately 
provided. The Teacher concluded, “Everything is meaningless!’ under the sun, but when Jesus 
Christ came he promised life “to the full’ (john 10:10). 


PLANS FOR READING ECCLESIASTES 


PLAN 1: An Overview of Ecclesiastes in 1 Day 


Day 1. Read the Introduction to Ecclesiastes and then chapter 3, perhaps the 


most 


enduring portion of the book’s poetry. 


PLAN 2: All of Ecclesiastes in 12 Days 
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Everything Is Meaningless 


The words of the Teacher,“ son of David, king 


in Jerusalem: 


2Meaningless! Meaningless’ 
says the Teacher. 

“Utterly meaningless! 
Everything is meaningless.” 


3What does man gain from all his labor 
at which he toils under the sun? 
4Generations come and generations go, 
but the earth remains forever 
5The sun rises and the sun sets, 
and hurries back to where it rises. 
‘The wind blows to the south 
and turns to the north; 
round and round it goes, 


*1 Or leader of the assembly; also in verses 2 and 12 


ever returning on its course. 
?All streams flow into the sea, 
yet the sea is never full. 
To the place the streams come from, 
there they return again. 
8All things are wearisome, 
more than one can say. 
The eye never has enough of seeing, 
nor the ear its fill of hearing. 
9What has been will be again, 
what has been done will be done again; 
there is nothing new under the sun. 
10]s there anything of which one can say, 
“Look! This is something new’? 
It was here already, longago; 4 
it was here before our time. _ 
There is no remembrance of men of old, 
and even those who are yet to come 


will not be remembered 
by those who follow 


Wisdom Is Meaningless 
2 » Teacher. was king over Israel in Jerusa- 
gas vr wolf to study and to explore by 


ae an 1 is done under heaven. What a 
heavy burden God has laid on men! ¥I have seen 
all the things that are done under the sun; all of 
them are meaningless, @ chasing after the wind 


1sWhat is twisted cannot be straightened; 
what is lacking cannot be counted 
Look, I have grown and 
creased in wisdom more than anyone who has 
led over Jerusalem before me; I have expen- 
| much of wisdom and knowledge.” 
ied myself to the understanding of wisdom, 
also of madness and folly, but I learned that 
this, too, is a chasing after the wind. 
For with much wisdom comes much sorrow, 
the more knowledge, the more grief. 


Pleasures Are Meaningless 


y heart, “Come now, I will test 
sure to find out what is good.” 
) proved to be meaningless. ?Laugh- 
is foolish. And what does pleasure 
accomplish?” 4I tried cheering myself with wine, 
and embracing folly—my mind still guiding me 
with wisdom. I wanted to see what was worth- 
while for men to do under heaven during the few 
days of their lives 
4] undertook great projects: I built houses for 
myself and planted vineyards 3] made gardens 
and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in 
them. °l made reservoirs to water groves of flour- 
shing trees. 71 bought male and female slaves and 
had other slaves who were born in my house. I 
also owned more herds and flocks than anyone in 
Jerusalem before me. 51 amassed silver and gold 
for myself, and the treasure of kings and prov- 
inces. ] acquired men and women singers, and a 
harem as well—the delights of the heart of man. 
9] became greater by far than anyone in Jerusalem 
before me. In all this my wisdom stayed with me. 


10[ denied myself nothing my eyes desired; 
I refused my heart no pleasure. 
My heart took delight in all my work, 
‘and this was the reward for all my labor. 


————— 


2:1 The World Outside the 


Palace 

The first two chapters of Ecclesiastes tell of “the 
Teacher's” own experience of despair and 
meaninglessness. The life described in this 
autobiographical section resembles that of King 
Solomon. In the rest of the book, the Teacher 
examines the world around him to see if others 
have found answers to life “under the sun.” To his 
disappointment, he finds the same pattern 

over and over. 

——_ 


48 The meaning of the Hebrew for this phrase is uncertain. 


snyet when surveyed all that my hands fad e 
done - 


iThe wise man has eyes in his head, 
while the fool walks in the darkness; 
but ! came to realize 
that the same fate overtakes them both. 
15Then | thought in my heart, 
“The fate of the fool will overtake me also.” - 
What then do I gain by being wise?” 


meaningless, a chasing after the wind. #91 hated all 
the things I had toiled for under the sun, because T 
must leave them to the one who comes after me- 


happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of 
gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to 
the one who pleases God. This too is meaningless. _ 
a chasing after the wind. - i 


ECCLESIASTES 3:3 
atime to plant and a time to uproot, 
) atime to kill and a time to heal, 
a time to tear down and a time to build, 
4 atime to weep and a time to laugh, 
atime to mourn and a time to dance, 
5 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather 
them, 
a time to embrace and a time to refrain, 
© atime to search and a time to give up, 
a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
a time to tear and a time to mend, 
a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
8 a time to love and a time to hate, 
a time for war and a time for peace, 


What does the worker gain from his toil? 101 
have seen the burden God has laid on men. '!He 
has made everything beautiful in its time. He has 
also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they 
cannot fathom what God has done from beginning 
to end. 121 know that there is nothing better for 
men than to be happy and do good while they live. 
3That everyone may eat and drink, and find satis- 
faction in all his toil—this is the gift of God. 141 
know that everything God does will endure for- 
ever; nothing can be added to it and nothing taken 
from it. God does it so that men will revere him, 


1SWhatever is has already been, 
and what will be has been before; 
and God will call the past to account,“ 


16And I saw something else under the sun: 


In the place of judgment—wickedness was 
there, 

in the place of justice—wickedness was 
there. 


17] thought in my heart, 


“God will bring to judgment 
both the righteous and the wicked, 
for there will be a time for every activity, 
a time for every deed.” 


18] also thought, “As for men, God tests them so 
that they may see that they are like the animals. 
19Man’s fate is like that of the animals; the same 
fate awaits them both: As one dies, so dies the 
other. All have the same breath’; man has no 
advantage over the animal, Everything is mean- 
ingless. 20All go to the same place; all come from 
dust, and to dust all return. 21Who knows if the 
spirit of man rises upward and if the spirit of the 
animal‘ goes down into the earth?” 


3:20 Is There an Afterlife? 

Old Testament writers said very little about the 
afterlife. Not until Jesus’ coming did God reveal 
details about heaven and hell. In this passage, the 
author wonders aloud whether death will be the 
end of everything. Yet he also adds some intriguing 
hints about the future. God “has set eternity in the 
hearts of men,” he declares (verse 11). He also 
refers to a time of future judgment (verse 17). 


“15 Or God calls back the past 19 Or spirit 


572 


2So | saw that there is nothing better for a man 


than to enjoy his work, because that is his lot. For 
who can bring him to see what will happen after 
him? sd ~ 


Oppression, Toil, Friendlessness . 


Again looked and saw all the oppression that 
was taking place under the sun: 
I saw the tears of the oppressed— 
and they have no comforter; 
power was on the side of their oppressors— 
and they have no comforter. 
2And I declared that the dead, 
who had already died, 
are happier than the living, 
who are still alive. 
3But better than both 
is he who has not yet been, 
who has not seen the evil 
that is done under the sun. 
4And | saw that all labor and all achievement 
spring from man’s envy of his neighbor. This too is 
meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 
5The fool folds his hands 
and ruins himself. 
6Better one handful with tranquillity 
than two handfuls with toil 
and chasing after the wind. 
7Again I saw something meaningless under the 
sun: 
8There was a man all alone; 
he had neither son nor brother. 


There was no end to his toil, 
yet his eyes were not content with his 


wealth. ¢ 
“For whom am | toiling,” he asked, 
“and why am I depriving myself of 
enjoyment?” 
This too is meaningless— 
a miserable business! 


9Two are better than one, 
because they have a good return for their 
work: 
101f one falls down, 
his friend can help him up. 
But pity the man who falls 
and has no one to help him up! 
Also, if two lie down together, they will keep 
warm. 
But how can one keep warm alone? 
12Though one may be overpowered, 
two can defend themselves. 
A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. 


Advancement Is Meaningless 


\3Better a poor but wise youth than an old but 
foolish king who no longer knows how to take 
warning. \4The youth may have come from prison 
to the kingship, or he may have been born in 
erty within his kingdom, 151 saw that all who 
and walked under the sun followed the youth, the 
king’s successor. 16There was no end to all the 


(21 Or Who knows the spirit of man, which rises upward, or the spirit of the animal, which 
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before them. But those who 
.ased with the successor 
a chasing after the wind. 


people who were 
came later were not ple 
This too is meaningless: 

Stand in Awe of God 
ard your steps when you go to the house of 
; to listen rather than to offer the 
who do not know that they do 


Do not be juick with your mouth, 
d be hasty in your heart 
<r anything before God. 
n heaven 
yu are on earth, 
our words be few. 
comes when there are many cares, 
e speech of a fool when there are many 
words. 


make a vow to God, do not delay in 
g it. He has no pleasure in fools; fulfill your 
s better not to vow than to make a vow 
ulfill it. (Do not let your mouth lead you 
» And do not protest to the temple, messen- 
y vow wasa mistake.” Why should God be 
what you say and destroy the work of 
4s? 7Much dreaming and many words are 
ss. Therefore stand in awe of God. 


mea 
Riches Are Meaningless 

u see the poor oppressed in a district, and 
and rights denied, do not be surprised at 
s; for one official is eyed by a higher one, 
,em both are others higher still. The 
se from the land is taken by all; the king 
himself profits from the fields. 


Whoever loves money never has money 

enough; 
hoever loves wealth is never satisfied with 
his income 
is meaningless. 

As goods inci vase, 

do those who consume them 

And what benefit are they to the owner 

except to feast his eyes on them? 


2The sleep of a laborer is sweet, 
whether he eats little or much, 

but the abundance of a rich man 
permits him no sleep. 


13{ have seen a grievous evil under the sun: 


wealth hoarded to the harm of its owner, 

‘ of wealth lost through some misfortune, 

so that when he has a son 
there is nothing left for him 

Naked a man comes from his mother's womb, 
and as he comes, so he departs. 

He takes nothing from his labor 
that he can carry in his hand. 


16This too is a grievous evil: 


As a man comes, so he departs, 
and what does he gain, 
since he toils for the wind? 
17)! his days he eats in darkness, 


ECCLESIASTES 6:12 — 

with great frustration, affliction and anger. 
18Then I realized that it is good and proper for a 
man to eat and drink, and to find satisfaction inhis. | 
toilsome labor uhder the sun during the few days 
of life God has given him—for this is his lot. a 
19Moreover, when God gives any man wealth and 
possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to 
accept his lot and be happy in his work—this is a 
gift of God. 20He seldom reflects on the days of his 
life, because God keeps him occupied with glad- 
ness of heart. 


L have seen another evil under the sun, and it 

wei; heavily on men: 2God gives a man 
wealth, possessions and honor, so that he lacks 
nothing his heart desires, but God does not enable 
him to enjoy,them, and a stranger enjoys them 
instead. This is meaningless, a grievous evil. 

3A man may have a hundred children and live 

many years; yet no matter how long he lives, if he 
cannot enjoy his prosperity and does not receive 
proper burial, | say that a stillborn child is better off 
than he. 4It comes without meaning, it departs in 
darkness, and in darkness its name is shrouded. 
SThough it never saw the sun or knew anything, it 
has more rest than does that man— Seven if he 
lives a thousand years twice over but fails to en- 
joy his prosperity. Do not all go to the same 
place? 


7All man’s efforts are for his mouth, 
yet his appetite is never satisfied. 
What advantage has a wise man 
over a fool? 
What does a poor man gain 
by knowing how to conduct himself before 
others? - 
°Better what the eye sees 
than the roving of the appetite. 
This too is meaningless, . 
a chasing after the wind. 


10Whatever exists has already been named, 
and what man is has been known; 
no man can contend 
with one who is stronger than he. 
The more the words, 
the less the meaning, 
and how does that profit anyone? 


12For who knows what is good for a man in life, 
during the few and meaningless days he passes 
through like a shadow? Who can tell him what will 
happen under the sun after he is gone? 


5:18 Good for Something 

As he tasted various attractions in life—work, food, 
drink, success—the Teacher decided that ail ate 
“meaningless.” None gave ultimate satisfaction, 
But in passages like this one, he admits that such 
good things are gifts from God and have a 


Rempotary a Some ions are better than 
none, wi isdom is better t ignorance, 
better than death. — 
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ECCLESIASTES 7:1 
Wisdom 


h A good name is better than fine perfume, 
and the day of death better than the day of 
birth 
Alt is better to go to a house of mourning: 
than to go to a house of fe Ng, 
for death is the destiny of every man; 
the living should take this to heart, 
Sorrow is better than laughter, 
because a sad face is good for the heart. 
4The heart of the wise is in the house of 
mourning, 
but the heart of fools is in the house of 
pleasure. 
SIt is better to heed a wise man’s rebuke 
than to listen to the song of fools. 
$Like the crackling of thorns under the pot, 
so is the laughter of fools. 
This too is meaningless. 


7Extortion turns a wise man into a fool, 
and a bribe corrupts the heart, 


S8The end of a matter is better than its 
beginning, 
and patience is better than pride. 
°Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, 
for anger resides in the lap of fools. 


10Do not say, ‘‘Why were the old days better 
than these?” 
For it is not wise to ask such questions, 


11Wisdom, like an inheritance, is a good thing 
and benefits those who see the sun, 
2Wisdom is a shelter 
as money is a shelter, 
but the advantage of knowledge is this: 
that wisdom preserves the life of its 
possessor. 


13Consider what God has done: 


Who can straighten 
what he has made crooked? 
14When times are good, be happy; 
but when times are bad, consider: 
God has made the one 
as well as the other. 
Therefore, a man cannot discover 
anything about his future. 
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15[n this meaningless life of mine I have seen 


both of these: 


a righteous man perishing in his righteousness, 


and a wicked man living long in his 
wickedness. 
16Do not be overrighteous, 
neither be overwise— 
why destroy yourself? 
17Do not be overwicked, 
and do not be a fool— 
why die before your time? 
18]t is good to grasp the one 
and not let go of the other. 
The man who fears God will avoid all 
extremes,.4 


#18 Or will follow them both 627 Or leader of the assembly 


1Wisdom makes one wise man more powerful 
than ten rulers in a city. 4, 
~0There is not a righteous man on earth 
who does what is right and never sins, 


21Do not pay attention to every word people say, 
or you may hear your servant cursing yOue= 
2for you know in your heart 
that many times you yourself have cursed: 
others, 
23A\Il this I tested by wisdom and I said, 


“Lam determined to be wise”’— 
but this was beyond me. 
2™4Whatever wisdom may be, 
it is far off and most profound— 
who can discover it? 
25So I turned my mind to understand, 
to investigate and to search out wisdom and 
the scheme of things 
and to understand the stupidity of wickedness 
and the madness of folly. 


26] find more bitter than death 
the woman who is a snare, 
whose heart is a trap 
and whose hands are chains. 
The man who pleases God will escape her, 
but the sinner she will ensnare. 


27"Look,” says the Teacher, “this is what 1 
have discovered: 


“ Adding one thing to another to discover the 
scheme of things— 
28 while I was still searching 
but not finding— 
I found one upright, man among a thousand, 
but not one upright, woman among them 
all. 
29This only have I found: 
God made mankind upright, 
but men have gone in search of many 
schemes.” 


Who is like the wise man? 
Who knows the explanation of things? 
Wisdom brightens a man’s face 
and changes its hard appearance. 


Obey the King, 


2Obey the king’s command, I say, because you 


7:29 Is It God’s Fault? 

In many ways the book of Ecclesiastes echoes its 
companion book of Job. Both are B ueraeie 
asking the hardest questions about life. 


In his anguish, Job sometimes questioned the 
character of God himself, demanding a personal 
explanation. At no time did the Teacher of 
Ecclesiastes “blame” God for the unfairness and 


meaninglessness he saw around him. “God made 


mankind upright,” he concludes, “but men have 
gone in search of many schemes.”” 


ical,” 
But this 
verse shows a difference in the approach of each. 


b 
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‘od. ‘Do not be in a hurry to 
. the king’s presence, Do not stand up fora 
bad cause, for he will do whatever he pleases, 
4Since a king's word is supreme, who can say to 


him, “What are you doing” 
command will come to no 


ook an oath before Gi 


sWhoever obeys his 
harm 
and the wise heart will know the proper ime 
and procedure, 
6For there is 4 proper time and procedure for 
every matter 


ha man’s misery weighs heavily upon 


thous) 
him. 
Since no man knows the future, 
who can tell him what is to come? 
&No man has power over the wind to contain 
ite 
so no one has power over the day of his 


death 
As no one is discharged in time of war, 
so wickedness will not release those who 


practice it 


8All this | saw, as | applied my mind to every- 
thing done under the sun, There is a time whena 
man lords it over others to his own? hurt. Then 
too, I saw the wicked buried—those who used to 
come and go from the holy place and receive 
praise¢ in the city where they did this. This too is 
meaningless. 

When the sentence for a crime is not quickly 
carried out, the hearts of the people are filled with 
schemes to do wrong. !2Although a wicked man 
commits a hundred crimes and still lives a long 
time, I know that it will go better with God-fearing 
men, who are reverent before God. !3Yet because 
the wicked do not fear God, it will not go well with 
them, and their days will not lengthen like a shad- 
ow 

There is sometiing else meaningless that oc- 
curs on earth: righteous men who get what the 
wicked deserve, and wicked men who get what 
the righteous deserve. This too, I say, is meaning- 
less. 15S0 I commend the enjoyment of life, be- 
cause nothing is better for a man under the sun 
than to eat and drink and be glad. Then joy will 

accompany him in his work all the days of the life 
God has given him under the sun. 

\6When | applied my mind to know wisdom and 
to observe man’s labor on earth—his eyes not see- 
ing sleep day or night— !’then I saw all that God 
has done. No one can comprehend what goes on 

ider the sun. Despite all his efforts to search it 
jut, man cannot discover its meaning. Even if a 
wise man claims he knows, he cannot really com- 
prehend it. 


A Common Destiny for All 


So | reflected on all this and concluded that the 
righteous and the wise and what they do are in 
God's hands, but no man knows whether love or 


hate awaits him, 2All share a common destiny— 
‘8 Or over his spirit to retain it °9 Or to their 
manuscripts and are forgotten 


6 to be chosen? With all who live. there ts hope 110 Hebrew Sheol 


«10 Some Hebrew manuscripts and Septuagint (Aquila| 
42 Septuagint (Aquila), Vulgate and Syriac; Hebrew does not have and the bad. 


ECCLESIASTES 9712 
the righteous and the wicked, the good and oe 
bad, the clean and the unclean, thave whe 
sacrifices and those who do nat, 

As it is with the good man, 
wo with the sinner; 
an it is with those who take oaths, 
no with those who are afraid to take them, 


*This is the evil in everything that happens 
der the sun; The same destin; 


une 


SFor the living know that they will die, 

but the dead know nothing; 
they have no further reward, 

and even the memory of them is forgotten. 
Their love, their hate t 

and their jealousy have long since vanished; 
never again will they have a part 

in anything that happens under the sun, 


7Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink 
your wine with a joyful heart, for it is now that 
God favors what you do, *Always be clothed in 
white, and always anoint your head with oil, 9En- 
joy life with your wife, whom you love, all the 
days of this meaningless life that God has given 
you under the sun— all your meaningless days, 
For this is your lot in life and in your toilsome labor 
under the sun. !0Whatever your hand finds to do, 
do it with all your might, for in the grave where 
you are going, there is neither working nor plan= 
ning nor knowledge nor wisdom. 


1] have seen something else under the sun; 


The race is not to the swift 
or the battle to the strong, 
nor does food come to the wise 
or wealth to the brilliant 
or favor to the learned; 
but time and chance happen to them all. 
12Moreover, no man knows when his hour will 
come: 


As fish are caught in a cruel net, 
or birds are taken in a snare, 


9:11 Life Is Unfair 

Chapters 8 and 9 eloquently voice the unfairness of 
life. People don’t get what they deserve, claims the 
Teacher. Good men suffer while wicked men 
prosper. Everything seems determined by time 
and chance. The Teacher's doubts about 

afterlife (see 3:20) affected all his thinking, 
because he saw the utter unfairness of life around 
him. In contrast, New Testament authors, with a 


); most Hebrew 
4 Or What then 


ECCLESIASTES 9:13 
so men are trapped by evil times: 
that fall unexpectedly upon them 


Wisdom Better Than Folly 

1M also saw under the sun this example of wis: 
dom that greatly impressed me: There was once 
4 small city with only a few people in it, And a 
powerful king came against it, surrounded it and 
built huge siegeworks against it. Now there lived 
in that city a man poor but wise, and he saved the 
city by his wisdom, But nobody remembered that 
poor man. !6So 1 said, “Wisdom is better than 
strength,” But the poor man’s wisdom is despised, 
and his words are no longer heeded 


1The quiet words of the wise are more to be 
heeded 
than the shouts of a ruler of fools. 
\8Wisdom is better than weapons of war, 
but one sinner destroys much good, 


1 As dead flies give perfume a bad smell, 

so a little folly outweighs wisdom and 
honor: 
2The heart of the wise inclines to the right, 

but the heart of the fool to the left. 

3Even as he walks along the road, 
the fool lacks sense 
and shows everyone how stupid he is, 

4If a ruler’s anger rises against you, 
do not leave your post; 
calmness can lay great errors to rest. 


5There is an evil I have seen under the sun, 
the sort of error that arises from a ruler: 

6Fools are put in many high positions, 
while the rich occupy the low ones. 

71 have seen slaves on horseback, 
while princes go on foot like slaves. 


8Whoever digs a pit may fall into it; 
whoever breaks through a wall may be bitten 
by a snake. 
9Whoever quarries stones may be injured by 
them; 
whoever splits logs may be endangered by 
them. 


101f the ax is dull 
and its edge unsharpened, 
more strength is needed 
but skill will bring success. 


11[f a snake bites before it is charmed, 
there is no profit for the charmer. 


12Words from a wise man’s mouth are gracious, 
but a fool is consumed by his own lips. 

13At the beginning his words are folly; 
at the end they are wicked madness— 

14 and the fool multiplies words. 


No one knows what is coming— 
who can tell him what will happen after 
him? 


15A fool's work wearies him; 
he does not know the way to town. 


#16 Or king ts a child 
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n 


16Woe to you, O land whone King Wawa 


id nose anes the ba 
and whose feast in 
M7Blenned are you, © land whose king 19 of noble 


bi 
and whose princes eat at @ proper tite 
for strength and not for drunkenness, 


I8Lf a man is , the rafters 98%) 
if his endrc idle, the house leaks, 


19A feast is made for laughter, 7 
and wine makes life merry, 
but money is the answer for everything, 
21Do not revile the king even in your thoughts, 
or curse the rich in your bedroom, 
because a bird of the air may carry your words, 
and a bird on the wing may report what you 
gay. 
Bread Upon the Waters 
1 1 Cast your bread upon the waters, 
for after many days you will find it again. 
2Give portions to seven, yes to eight, 
for you do not know what disaster may 
come upon the land. + 


3If clouds are full of water, 
they pour rain upon the earth. 
Whether a tree falls to the south or to the 
north, 
in the place where it falls, there will it lie. 
4Whoever watches the wind will not plant; 
whoever looks at the clouds will not reap. 


5As you do not know the path of the wind, 

or how the body is formed? in a mother’s 
womb, 

so you cannot understand the work of God, — 
the Maker of all things. 

6Sow your seed in the morning, 
and at evening let not your hands be idle, 

for you do not know which will succeed, 
whether this or that, 
or whether both will do equally well. 


Remember Your Creator While Young 


7Light is sweet, 
and it pleases the eyes to see the sun. 
8However many years a man may live, 


11:5 Beyond Understanding 

Even the Teacher, a man who possessed brilliant 
powers of wisdom and observation, had to 
conclude some things are bey: 

Failing in his attempt to “figure out’ life, he f 
back on simple advice: fear God and obey him, no 
matter how things seem to you. In essence, he 
concludes aaa ae of faith. For him, an old 
man, mi it ready passed; ii 

a Ae Genii tee deers ro Coane 
work in his body (12:1-7). Thus he stressed, 
“Remember your Creator in the days of your 
youth” (12:1). 


65 Or know how life (or the spirit) / enters the body being formed 


‘ 
for hago onnneaye vein all 
far for Bre noneANBRR He day OF darktemt, 
fons hey WEEDS kn a 
oor ERNE I CANN FAC AVOUT TONS, 


fo a, MONE Mary, WHILE YOU Are YOUN: 
ve at or the 


“yet fot pour heart give vou Foy in the day 
one youth, +" before 
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ned east Off Uke troubles OF your body, Mean 
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: wit 
Remember your Creator ie X 
ore y The 


1 2 (yy the days of your youth, 
before the days of trouble Come 9 
ana the veats approach when you will say, 
J And no pleasure in them! 
seefore the sun and the light 
and the moon and the stars grow dark, 
and the clouds return after the rainy 
Awhen the keepers of the house tremble, 
and the strong men stoop, ‘ 
when the gnnders cease because they are few, 
and those looking through the windows: 
grow dim; 
4vhen the doors to the street are closed 
and the sound of grinding fades; 


cand nat ‘he wrote 
of the: 


here is the conclusi 


when men rise up at the sound of birds, 
but all their songs grow faint; Fear God snag ct 
Swhen men are afraid of heights __ for this is the whole d 
and of dangers in the streets; ~ 4For God will bring ev 


when the almond tree blossoms 
and the grasshopper drags himself along 


A Vife 5 IE ay 
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*8 Or the leader of the assembly, also in verses 9 and 10 


SONG OF SONGS 


INTROD 


An Intoxicating Love 
A poem about love the way it’s meant to be . 


Many waters cannot quench love; rivers cannot wash it away. 8:7 


Sv the radio on, zip to any station, and what are you likely to hear? Love son, 
love, songs of disappointed love, songs of prateful love, songs of crazy love, 
through history the flow of love songs is a constant. 

Plenty of people are shocked to find an explicit love song in the Bible—complete with erotic 
Iyrics. But Song of Songs is exactly that. It shows no embarrassment about lovers enjoying each 
other's bodies, and talking about it. Consequently, intermittent attempts have been made to rule 
Song of Songs out of the Bible or to make it for “Adults Only.” In 16th-century Spain, for 
instance, protessor Fray Luis de Leon was dragged out of his classroom and imprisoned for four 
years. His crime? He translated Song of Songs into Spanish, 


s. Songs of new 
mes change, but 


Allegorical Interpretation 

More often, Song of Songs has been read as though it had nothing to do with lovers at all. 
Many have interpreted it as an allegory of love between God and his people. Some of these 
interpretations identify every poetic detail with some corresponding facet of our relationship to 
God. For instance, the bride’s hair may be interpreted as non-Jewish nations who come to Christ. 


The famous saint Bernard of Clairvaux, using this allegorical approach, wrote 86 sermons on the 
first two chapters of Song of Songs. 

Nowadays, few follow that kind of interpretation. Most scholars believe that the poem was 
intended to celebrate love between a newly married couple. God values love between a man and 
a woman. That's why he placed this song in his holy Bible. It may have been sung first at a 
wedding. 

True Love 

These lovers love to look at each other. They love to tell each other what they feel. They revel 
in the sensuous: the beauty of nature, the scent of perfumes and spices. They are openly erotic. 

Their intoxication with love sounds quite up-to-date, not so different from what you hear on the 
radio. Yet Song of Songs conveys a very different atmosphere from most modern love songs. The 
explicit lyrics never become even slightly dirty. This love comes from the garden of Eden, when 
both man and woman were naked and unashamed, It is tender, filled with delight, natural. You 


sense no shame or guilt; you feel that God is with the two as they love. 
The lovers act as equals. Both woman and man take the initiative in praising each other. They 


don’t flirt or play games: they say what they mean. 
Yet they show caution and dignity in their love. While at the peak. of joy, the lovers repeatedly 

warn others not to stir up love prematurely (2:7; 3:5; 8:4). They recognize the dangerously - 

explosive side of love. “For love is as strong as death, its jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burns 


like blazing fire, like a mighty flame” (8:6). 


How to Read Song of Songs 


Since love songs are always popular, many people approach Song of Songs with great 
expectations. However, readers often find the book different from what they had expected. 

Two main problems may hinder today’s reader. One is the poetic imagery. No modern lover 
would say, “Your hair is like a flock of goats” (4:1), or, “Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon’ 
(7:4). While some images in Song of Songs appeal—“‘His banner over me is love’’ (2:4) or “Love is 
as strong as death” (8:6)—the majority of the Boake metaphors sound strange to our ears. 

Most of the comparisons aren't visual, but emotional. For instance, when the lover tells his 
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“ wm one photo album, they show the profound feel ‘of newly lovers. ‘ 
by Song of Songs is primarity about love ‘on the human level, many Christians and Jews 

swe read it as a book about God's love. This was probably Got ihe Pit . 
hmate and inspiring way to look at the Book, After all, God made human and 

the Bible suggest its similarity to God's love. (See Hosea 153 and Ephesians 5: .) 

s never makes this connection, but it does present a love so Fich, 


s 
ts natural to think ot God and his love for us 


that 


PLANS FOR READING SONG OF SONGS 


PLAN 1: An Overview of Song of S in 1 Day 
© Day 1. Read tnt to Song of Songs, and chapter 2, a beautiful love 
poem. 
PLAN 2: All of Song of Songs in 8 Days 
2030408060708 
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1 Solomon's Song of Songs. 


Beaver’ follow the tracks of the sheep 
2Let him iiss me with the kisses of his mouth— and graze your young goats “J 
for your love is more delightful than wine. by the tents of the shepherds. ate 
3Pleasing is the fragrance of your perfumes; nm 
vour name is like perfume poured out. Lover a 
No wonder the maidens love you! 4 liken darting, mare 
‘Take me away with you—let us hurry! reitiens fooler egelaen2. eee TS 
Let the king bring me into his chambers. wyour cheeks are beautiful with earrings, 
Friends r neck with of jewels. 
MWe will make you of gold, 
We rejoice and delight in yout studded with silver. 
we will praise your love more than wine, 
Beloved r 
Beloved While the 
How nght they are to adore you! my Pete seeds apn 
SDark am L, yet lovely, S3My lover is to me a sachet of myrrh 
O daughters of Jerusalem, resting between my breasts. — 
dark like the tents of Kedar, My lover is to me a cluster of henna blossoms. 
like the tent curtains of Solomon.< from the vineyards of En Gedi. - 
Do not stare at me because | am dark, L . 
because | am darkened by the sun 
My mother’s sons were angry with me \SHow beautiful you are, my darling! 
and made me take care of the vineyards; Oh, how beautiful! mt * aa 
my own vineyard | have neglected. Your eyes are doves. pure ws 
7Tell me, you whom | love, where you graze : 
your flock Beloved 
and where you rest your sheep at midday. \tHow handsome lover! 
Why should | be like a veiled woman On tow cee vf 
beside the flocks of your friends? And our bed is verdant. 


*Primanly on the bews of the gender of the Heberw pronouns used, male and temabe 
capnans Lover and Beined respectrvety fright — ary tm ye nm 
denatabee *4 The Hetere 3 masculine sungular “5 Or Sate 
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SONG OF SONGS 1:17 580 
Lover 
The baum of our house are cedars; 
OUT HatOEs ave fips 


Beloved: 
>) Lam a rose? of Sharon 
ae a hily of the valleys. 


Lover 


“Like a ily among thorns 
js my darling among the maidens: 


Beloved 

Ke an apple tree among the trees of the forest 
my lover among the young men 

ght to sit in his shade 

s trait is sweet to my taste. 

en me to the banquet hall, 

s banner over me is love. 

then me with raisins, 

mre with apples, 

faint with love. 

rm is under my head, 

ight arm embraces me, 

rs of Jerusalem, I charge you 

gazelles and by the does of the field; 
rouse or awaken love 


so desires. 


My lover! 
ook! Here he comes, 
ing across the mountains 
bounding over the hills 
°My lover is like a gazelle or a young stag. 
ook! There he stands behind our wall, 

rough the windows, 

pee. through the lattice 
°My lover spoke and said to me, 

Arise, my darling, 

my beautiful one, and come with me. 
See! The winter is past; 
rains are over and gone. 
2Flowers appear on the earth; 

the season of singing has come, 
the cooing of doves 

is heard in our land 
3The fig tree forms its early fruit; 
¢ blossoming vines spread their fragrance. 
Arise, come, my darling; 

my beautiful one, come with me.” 


Lover 


'4My dove in the clefts of the rock, 
in the hiding places on the mountainside, 


a 
2:4 His Banner over Me 


A “banner” was a large military flag that held a 
fighting unit together in battle. In the noise and 
dust of the fight, soldiers needed a visible sign to 
keep them oriented. For these lovers, a public and 
visible declaration of love forms a “banner,” 
keeping them together. 


*1 Or Lover *1 Possibly 2 member of the crocus family 


show me your face, 
let me hear your voice; 

for your voice is sweet, 
and your face ig lovely. 

\5Catch for us the foxes, 

the little foxes: 

that ruin the vineyards, 
our vineyards that are in bloom. 


Beloved 
16My lover is mine and | am his 
he browses among the lilies, 
‘7Until the day breaks 
and the shadows flee, 
turn, my lover, 
and be like a gazelle 
or like a young stag 
on the rugged hills. 
All night long on my bed 
I looked for the one my heart loves; 
I looked for him but did not find him. 
21 will get up now and go about the city, 
through its streets and squares; 
I will search for the one my heart loves. 
So I looked for him but did not find him. 
3The watchmen found me 
as they made their rounds in the city. 
“Have you seen the one my heart loves?” 
4Scarcely had | passed them 
when I found the one my heart loves. 
I held him and would not let him go a 
till | had brought him to my mother’s house, 
to the room of the one who conceived me. 
5Daughters of Jerusalem, I charge you 
by the gazelles and by the does of the field: 
Do not arouse or awaken love 
until it so desires. 
6Who is this coming up from the desert 
like a column of smoke, 
perfumed with myrrh and incense 

made from all the spices of the merchant? 
7Look! It is Solomon's carriage, 

escorted by sixty warriors, 

the noblest of Israel, 
8all of them wearing the sword, 

all experienced in battle, 
each with his sword at his side, 

prepared for the terrors of the night. 
°King Solomon made for himself the carriage; 

he made it of wood from Lebanon. 

10|ts posts he made of silver, 

its base of gold. 

Its seat was upholstered with purple, 
its interior lovingly inlaid . 
by? the daughters of Jerusalem. 


3:5 Let Love Sleep 

If love is so wonderful, as this poem beautifully 
sings, shouldn’t je pursue it recklessly? Yet the 
beloved warns not to. Three times she urges 
others not to force love, but to let it develop at its 
own rate. Love should wait for its proper time. 


©17 Or the hills of Bether 410 Or its inlaid interior a gift of love / from 
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SONG OF SONGS 5:8 

as they made their rounds in the city. 

They beat me, they bruised me; 
they took away my cloak, 
those watchmen of the walls! 

SO daughters of Jerusalem, I charge you— 
if you find my lover, 

what will you tell him? 
Tell him I am faint with love. 


Friends 
SHow is your beloved better than others, 
most beautiful of women? 
How is your beloved better than others, 
that you charge us so? 


Beloved 
1My lover is radiant and ruddy, 
outstanding among ten thousand. 
‘His head is purest gold; 
his hair is wavy 
and black as a raven. 
UHis eyes are like doves 
by the water streams, 
washed in milk, 
mounted like jewels. 
13His cheeks are like beds of spice 
yielding perfume. 
His lips are like lilies 
dripping with myrrh. 
MHis arms are rods of gold 
set with chrysolite 
His body is like polished ivory 
decorated with sapphires.# 
I5His legs are pillars of marble 
set on bases of pure gold. 
His appearance is like Lebanon, 
choice as its cedars. 
1sHis mouthris sweetness itself; 
he is altogether lovely. 
This is my lover, this my friend, 
O daughters of Jerusalem. 


Friends 


Where has your lover gone, 
most beautiful of women? 
Which way did your lover turn, 
that we may look for him with you? 


Beloved 


2My lover has gone down to his garden, 
to the beds of spices, 

to browse in the gardens 
and to gather lilies. 

3] am my lover's and my lover is mine; 
he browses among the lilies. 


coming uP i 
Each has its twin, 
not one of them is alone. 


7Your temples behind your veil r 
are like the halves of a pomegranate, 
Sixty queens there may be, 


and eighty concubines, a 5, ¥ 
and ate beyond number; ow A 


but my dove, my perfect one, is unique, he : 


the only daughter of her mother, 

the re of the one who bore her. 

The maidens saw her and called her blessed; 
the queens and concubines praised her. 


Friends , 

10Who is this that appears like the dawn, 
fair as the moon, bright as the sun, 
majestic as the stars in procession? 


Lover 
11] went down to the grove of nut trees 
to look at the new growth in the valley, 
to see if the vines had budded 
or the pe were in bloom. 
2Before | realized it, 
my desire set me among the royal chariots of 


my people.’ 


Friends : 
13Come back, come back, O Shulammite; 
come back, come back, that we may gaze on 
you! 
Lover 
Why would you gaze on the Shulammite 
as on the dance of Mahanaim? 


Your graceful legs 
the work of a craftsman’s hands. 


2Your navel is a rounded goblet 
that never lacks blended wine. 
Your waist is a mound of wheat 
encircled by lilies. 
3Your breasts are like two fawns, 
twins of a gazelle. 
4Your neck is like an ivory tower. . 
Your eyes are the pools of Heshbon 
by the gate of Bath Rabbim. 
Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon. 
looking toward Damascus. 4 
SYour head crowns you like Mount Carmel, — 
Your hair is like royal tapestry; : 
the king is held captive by its tresses. 
¢How beautiful you are and how pleasing, 


Lover O love, with your delights! 

You are beautiful, my darling, as Tirzah, 7Your stature is like that of the palm, J 

lovely as Jerusalem, and your breasts like clusters of fruit. 

majestic as troops with banners. 8] said, “'1 will climb the palm tree; fa ‘ 
5Turn your eyes from me; I will take hold of its fruit.” 3 

they overwhelm me May your breasts be like the clusters: F 
Your hair is like a flock of goats vine, 

descending from Gilead. 


#14 Or topes lazuli 


aga your beh hap - 
*12 Or among the chariots of Amminadat, or among the chariots of the people of the prince vs at 
bd 
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4 and your mouth like the best wine 


Beloved 
May the wine go straight to my lover, 
flowing gently over lips and teeth. 
10] belong to my lover, 
and his desire is for me. 
11Come, my lover, let us go to the countryside, 
Jet us spend the night in the villages.” 
12Let us go early to the vineyards 
to see if the vines have budded, 
if their blossoms have opened, 
and if the pomegranates are in bloom— 
there I will give you my love 
13The mandrakes send out their fragrance, 
and at our door is every delicacy, 
both new and old, 
that | have stored up for you, my lover. 


8 If only you were to me like a brother, 
who was nursed at my mother’s breasts! 
Then, if 1 found you outside, 
I would kiss you, 
and no one would despise me. 
21 would lead you 
and bring you to my mother’s house— 
she who has taught me 
I would give you spiced wine to drink, 
the nectar of my pomegranates. 
3His left arm is under my head 
and his right arm embraces me. 
‘Daughters of Jerusalem, | charge you: 
Do not arouse or awaken love 
until it so desires. 


Friends 


5Who is this coming up from the desert 
leaning on her lover? 


Beloved ¢ 


Under the apple tree I roused you; 
there your mother conceived you, 
there she who was in labor gave you birth. 
6Place me like a seal over your heart, 
like a seal on your arm, 
for love is as strong as death, 


———— 


8:1 A Brotherly Kiss 

In oriental culture, even a married cou could 
not express their love publicly. Only a brother and 
sister could openly kiss. The beloved is wishing she 
had the right to show their love to the world. 


+9 Septuagint, Aquila, Vulgate and Syriac; Hebrew lips of sleepers 
6 Or | like the very flame of the Loan '7 Ore 
"12 That is, about 5 pounds (about 2.3 kilograms) 


411 That is, 


its jealousy* unyielding as the grave.4 
It burns like blazing fire, 
like a mighty flame.* 
7Many waters cannot quench love; 
rivers cannot wash it away. 
If one were to give 
all the wealth of his house for love, 
itf would be utterly scorned. 


Friends o. 
We have a young sister, 3 
and her breasts are not yet grown. 
What shall we do for our sister 
for the day she is spoken for? 
Lf she is a wall, 
we will build towers of silver on her. 
If she is a door, 
we will enclose her with panels of cedar. 


Beloved 


10] am a wall, 
and my breasts are like towers. 
Thus I have become in his eyes 
like one bringing contentment. 
Solomon had a vineyard in Baal Hamon; 
he let out his vineyard to tenants, 
Each was to bring for its fruit 
a thousand shekels# of silver. 
12But my own vineyard is mine to give; 
the thousand shekels are for you, 
O Solomon, 
and two hundred? are for those who tend 
its fruit. . 


Lover 


13You who dwell in the gardens 
with friends in attendance, 
let me hear your voice! 


Beloved 


14Come away, my lover, 
and be like a gazelle 
or like a young stag 
on the spice-laden mountains. 


8:6 Love and Death 

Death sweeps everything away. It yields to no one, 
and once you are in its power you cannot i 
So with love: it takes control of your life, and a 
gigantic fire, it cannot be doused. Love must be 
treated with the greatest caution and respect, 
———_ 


11 Or henna bushes 6 Or ardor 46 Hebrew Sheol 


about 25 pounds (about 11.5 kilograms); also in verse 12 


Prophet, Poet, and Politician 
His nation at a crossroads, Isaiah rose to meet the challenge 


And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress, 5:7 


he prophet Isaiah was a giant of Jewish history, The New Testament quotes him more than all 
the other prophets combined, No other biblical author can mateh his rich HOABHIAEY: and use 
of imagery. Isaiah spent his days in the corridors of power. He served as adviser to the kings of 


Judah and helped set the course of his nation. 


Days of Crisis 
Isaiah lived at a crucial time, midway between the founding of the kingdom under Saul and 


David and its eventual destruction. A civil war had split the Israelites into North (Israel) and South 
(Judah), and Isaiah lived in the more pious Southern Kingdom. 

When Isaiah began his work, the nation seemed strong and wealthy. But Isaiah saw signs of 
grave danger. People were using their power to harass the poor. Men went around drunk; women 
cared more about their clothes than about their neighbors’ hunger. People gave lip service to God 
and kept up the outward appearance of religion but did little more. 

Outside dangers loomed even larger. The armies of neighboring Israel were rattling swords and 
spears at the border. On all sides, monster empires were growing, especially Egypt and Assyria. 
Judah was caught in the middle. Should the nation choose one of the empires as an ally? 


Harsh Words from an Uncompromising Prophet 

The nation of Judah, said Isaiah, stood at a crossroads: it could either regain its footing or begin 
a dangerous slide downward. The prophet did not temper his message for the sake of popular 
opinion. He had harsh and unyielding words about what changes must take place. 

Although he moved in royal circles, Isaiah was hardly a yes-man in politics. Sometimes he stood 
alone against a tide of optimism. His very name meant ‘The Lord saves,” and he warned kings 
that relying on military power or wealth or any force other than God would lead to disaster. 

Isaiah outlasted four kings, but he finally offended one beyond repair, King Manasseh 
(notorious for practicing infant sacrifice) found Isaiah's strong words too much to bear. Tradition 
records that he had Isaiah killed by fastening him between two planks of wood and sawing his 


body in half. 
Manasseh has long since disappeared into obscurity. But Isaiah, through this book, endures as 
one of the great authors of all time. Sometimes the pen is mightier than the sword. 


How to Read Isaiah 


In the eighth century 8.c. Isaiah wrote the book that bears his name. It is arguably the most 
eloquent book in the Old Testament, and you will likely recognize many verses and phrases. 

Isaiah is full of profound insights into the nature of God and his plan for the earth. Due to its 
length and its peculiar organization, however, the book may seem hard to grasp. 

Remember that Isaiah consists of a collection of many messages on various topics, pulled 
together into groupings. To understand Isaiah, it helps to think of the book as divided into several 
major groupings. Here is a summary of them: 

Isaiah 1-12: Isaiah’s call and messages of warning to Judah during the prosperous days of the 

kingdom. (These came mostly in the reigns of Uzziah and Jotham: see “A Lineup of Rulers,” 


page 338.) 
Isaiah 13-23: Isaiah’s messages to all the nations around Judah—including enemies and close 


allies. 
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| have more than enough of burnt offerings, 
of rams and the fat of fattened animals; 
Lhave no pleasure 
in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats, 
2When you come to appear before me, 
who has asked this of you, 
this trampling of my courts? 
13Stop bringing meaningless offerings! 
Your incense is detestable to me 
New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— 
I cannot bear your evil assemblies. 
14Your New Moon festivals and your appointed 
feasts 
my soul hates. 
They have become a burden to me; 
lam weary of bearing them 
15When you spread out your hands in prayer, 
I will hide my eyes from you; 
even if you offer many prayers, 
1 will not listen. 
Your hands are full of blood; 
wash and make yourselves clean. 
Take your evil deeds 
out of my sight! 
Stop doing wrong, 
learn to do right! 
Seek justice, 
encourage the oppressed.# 
Defend the cause of the fatherless, 
plead the case of the widow, 


16 


18“Come now, let us reason together,” 
says the LorD 
Though your sins are like scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red as crimson, 
they shall be like wool 
SIf you are willing and obedient, 
you will eat the best from the land; 
2but if you resist and rebel, 
you will be devoured by the sword.” 
For the mouth of the Lorp has 
“ spoken. 
21See how the faithful city 
has become a harlot! 
She once was full of justice; 
righteousness used to dwell in her— 
but now murderers! 
2Your silver has become dross, 
your choice wine is diluted with water. 
23Your rulers are rebels, 
companions of thieves; 
they all love bribes 
and chase after gifts. 
They do not defend the cause of the fatherless; 
the widow’s case does not come before 
them 
2Therefore the Lord, the Lorp Almighty, 
the Mighty One of Israel, declares: 
‘Ah, | will get relief from my foes 
and avenge myself on my enemies. 
2] will turn my hand against you; 
| will thoroughly purge away your dross 
and remove all your impunities. 


Or | rebuke the oppressor 


26] will restore dges as bakit 
your cone as at the beginr 
Afterward you will be called . 

the City of Righteousness, 4 
the Faithful City.” 

27Zion will be redeemed with justice, 
her penitent ones with righteousness. 

28But rebels and sinners Will both be broken, 
and those who forsake the LorD will perish. 


29You will be ashamed because ofthe sacred 
oaks 


in which you have delighted; 
you will be disgraced because of the gardens 
that you have chosen. 
*You will be like an oak with fading leaves, 
like a garden without water. 
31The mighty man will become tinder 
and his work a spark; 
both will burn together, 
with no one to quench the fire.” 


The Mountain of the Loro 


2 This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concern- 
ing Judah and Jerusalem: 


2In the last days 


the mountain of the Loro’s temple will be 
established 
as chief among the mountains; 
it will be raised above the hills, 
and all nations will stream to it. 


3Many peoples will come and say, 


“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lorp, 
to the house of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us his ways, 
so that we may walk in his paths.” 
The law will go out from Zion, 
the word of the Lorp from Jerusalem. 
4He will judge between the nations 
and will settle disputes for many peoples. 
They will beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks, 
Nation will not take up sword against nation, 
nor will they train for war anymore. 


5Come, O house of Jacob, 
let us walk in the light of the Lorp. 
——_ LT 
1:23 Much Religion, Littl 
Justice ’ in 


judah. Descriptions of luxury indicate the nation 
economically. There was no 
i and religious * 


ee 


The Day of the Lorn 


6You have abandoned your people, 


the house of Jacob ‘ 
They are full of superstitions from the East; 


they practice divination like the Philistines 
and clasp hands with pagans. 
rTheir land is full of silver and gold; 
there is no end to their treasures, 
Their land is full of horses; 
there is no end to their chariots, 


&Their land is full of idols; 
they bow down to the work of their hands, 


to what their fingers have made, 
90 man will be brought low 

and mankind humbled— ~ 

do not forgive them." 


10Go into the rocks, 
hide in the ground 
from dread of the Lorp 
and the splendor of his majesty! 
1'The eyes of the arrogant man will be humbled 
and the pride of men brought low; 
the Lorp alone will be exalted in that day. 


12The Lorp Almighty has a day in store 
for all the proud and lofty, 
for all that is exalted 
(and they will be humbled), 
13for all the cedars of Lebanon, tall and lofty, 
and all the oaks of Bashan, 
i4for all the towering mountains 
and all the high hills, 
15for every lofty tower 
and every fortified wall, 
16for every trading ship’ 
and every stately vessel. 
\7The arrogance of man will be brought low 
and the pride of men humbled; 
the Lorp alone will be exalted in that day, 
18 and the idols will totally disappear. 


19Men will flee to caves in the rocks 
and to holes in the ground 
from dread of the Lorp 
and the splendor of his majesty 
when he rises to shake the earth. 
20[n that day men will throw away 
to the rodents and bats 
their idols of silver and idols of gold, 
which they made to worship. 
21They will flee to caverns in the rocks 
and to the overhanging crags 
from dread of the Lorp 
and the splendor of his majesty, 
when he rises to shake the earth. 


2Stop trusting in man, 
who has but a breath in his nostrils. 
Of what account is he? 


Judgment on Jerusalem and Judah 


See now, the Lord, 
the Lorp Almighty, 

is about to take from Jerusalem and Judah 
both supply and support: 


*9 Or not raise them up 16 Hebrew every ship of Tarshish 


ISAIAH 3:16 


‘all supplies of food and all supplies of water, 
2 the hero and warrior, : ; 
the judge and prophet, 
the soothsayer and elder, 
‘the captain of fifty and man of rank, 
the counselor, skilled craftsman and clever 


enchanter, 


41 will make boys their officials; 
mere children will govern them. 
5People will oppress each other— 
man against man, neighbor against ‘ 
neighbor. 
The young will rise up against the old, 
the base against the honorable. 
6A man will seize one of his brothers 
at his father’s home, and say, 
“You have a cloak, you be our leader; 
take charge of this heap: of ruins!” 
7But in that day he will cry out, 
“| have no remedy. 
Ihave no food or clothing in my house; 
do not make me the leader of the people.” 


Jerusalem staggers, 
Judah is falling; 
their words and deeds are against the LoxD, - 
defying his glorious presence. 
9The look on their faces testifies against them 
they parade their sin like Sodom; 
they do not hide it. 
Woe to them! 
They have brought disaster upon 
themselves. 


10Tell the righteous it will be well with them, 
for they will enjoy the fruit of their deeds. 
Woe to the wicked! Disaster is upon them! 
They will be paid back for what their hands 
have done. 


12Youths oppress my people, 
women rule over them. 
O my people, your guides lead you astray; 
they turn you from the path. 
13The Lorp takes his place in court; 


he rises to judge the people. 
M4The Lorp enters into judgment 


against the elders and leaders of his people: 


“It is you who have ruined my vineyard; 

the plunder from the poor is in your houses. 

15What do you mean by crushing my people 
and grinding the faces of the poor?” 


declares the Lord, the Lorp Almighty. 


16The Lorp says, 


3:6 Total Anarchy 


Isaiah foresees a time of judgment on Judah, when 


total anarchy will prevail. Leaders will be chosen 
rondom, ond en CO ah 


be decimated by war (verse 25). The vivid passage 


on the haughty women of Zion (3:16-4:1) shows 
why this boli admired forts writing syle 


ISALAN AL? 


The warren af lon ane haughty 
Walking along with outatretehed necks, 
Airtige Wwith (hele even, 
Hep piie hont WHE ATIOLgy Ate pi, 
rth ornaments (igting on thelr ankles: 
Therefore tye Lond will bring saree on the 
reads of the wonren at Zion, 
the Lowe will make thetr scalps bald,” 


ty that day the Lord will anateh away their 
fvery: the bangles ane headbands anc crescent 
necklaces, the earrings and bracelets and veils, 
the headdresses and ankle chains and sashes, 
the perfume bottles and charms, [ithe signet dings 
and nose Gings, Sethe fine robes and the capes and 
cloaks, the purses “Mind nvirrors, and the linen 
garments and tiaras and shawls. 


“instead of fragrance there will be a stench; 

Instead of a sash, a rope, 
instead of well-dressed hair, baldness; 

instead of fine clothing, sackcloth; 
instead of beauty, branding: 

*SYour men will tall by the sword, 
your warriors in battle. 

gates of Zion will lament and mourn; 

stitute, she will sit on the ground, 


v that day seven women 
4 will take hold of one man 
and say, “We will eat our own food 
and provide our own clothes; 
only let us be called by your name. 
Take away our disgrace! 


The Branch of the Lorp 


2In that day the Branch of the Lorp will be 
ful and glorious, and the fruit of the land will 
the pride and glory of the survivors in Israel. 
sThose who are left in Zion, who remain in Jerusa- 
will be called holy, all who are recorded 
rong the living in Jerusalem. 4The Lord will 
wash away the filth of the women of Zion; he will 
cleanse the bloodstains from Jerusalem by a spirit@ 

of judgment and a spirit of fire. 5SThen the Lorp 
will create over all of Mount Zion and over those 
who assemble there a cloud of smoke by day anda 
glow of flaming fire by night; over all the glory will 
be a canopy. ‘It will be a shelter and shade from 
the heat of the day, and a refuge and hiding place 
from the storm and rain. 


The Song of the Vineyard 


I will sing for the one I love 
a song about his vineyard: 
My loved one had a vineyard 
on a fertile hillside 
2He dug it up and cleared it of stones 
and planted it with the choicest vines. 
He built a watchtower in it 
and cut out a winepress as well. 
Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, 
but it yielded only bad fruit. 


*4 Or the Spirit 
gallons (about 22 liters) 
22 liters) 


£10 Hebrew ten-yoke, that is, the land plowed by 10 yoke of oxen in one day 
410 That is, probably about 6 bushels (about 220 liters) 


, , 
wNow vou Alife (ny Ferunalem and men af 
ictal ‘ 
uctye betweun me and my wineyard, © 
‘What more could have been done for my 
neyard 
than Thwve done for Wt? ‘7% 


When | looked for good grapes, 
why did it yield only bad: 
SNow | will tol you 
What Lan going to de tomy vineyards 
1 will take away ite hedge, 
And it will be destroyed; 
Twill break down ity wall, 
and it will be Gampled, 
SL will make ita wasteland, 
Neither pruned nor eultivated, 
and briers and thorns will grow there, 
Twill command the clouds y 
Hot to rain on it” 
The vineyard of the Low Almighty 
is the house of Israel, 
and the men of Judah 
are the garden of his delight. 
And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; 
for righteousness, but heard cries of distress, 


Woes and Judgments 
4Woe to you who add house to house 
and join field to field 
till no space is left 
and you live alone in the land. 


°The Lorp Almighty has declared in my hear- 
ing: 
“Surely the great houses will become desolate, 
the fine mansions left without occupants. 
10A ten-acre? vineyard will produce only a 
bathe of wine, 
a homer? of seed only an ephah of grain.’” 


11Woe to those who rise early in the morning 
to run after their drinks, 
who stay up late at night 
till they are inflamed with wine. 
!2They have harps and lyres at their banquets, 
tambourines and flutes and wine, 
but they have no regard for the deeds of the 
Lorp, 
no respect for the work of his hands, 


——— 
5:4 What More Could God 

Have Done? 

The “Song of the Vineyard” beautifully 

summarizes God’s message to Judah. Although he 
had done everything possible to care for the 

nation, his “vineyard’—the house of Israel—had 
produced only wild grapes. What else could he do 
but allow it to grow wild and uncultivated? Jesus 
used a related analogy in some of his parables 
(Matthew 20:1-16; 21:33-46; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 
13:6-9; 20:9-19). 
ES 
£10 That is, about 6 

*10 That is, probably about 3/5 bushel (about 


~ 
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Therefore my people will g° into exile 
for lack of understanding; 
their men of rank will die of hunger 
ond their masses will be parched with thirst. 
\Therefore the grave! enlarges its appetite 
and opens its mouth without limit; 
into it will descend their nobles and masses 
with all their brawlers and revelers. 
15So man will be brought low 
and mankind humbled, 
the eyes of the arrogant humbled 
16But the Lorp Almighty will be exalted by his 
justice, 
and the holy God will show himself holy by 
his righteousness. 
i7Then sheep will graze as 1n their own pasture; 
lambs will feed’ among the ruins of the rich. 


SWoe to those who draw sin along with cords of 
deceit, 
and wickedness as with cart ropes, 
18to those who say, “Let God hurry, 

let him hasten his work 
so we may see it 

Let it approach, 
Jet the plan of the Holy One of Israel come, 
so we may know it.” 


Woe to those who call evil good 
and good evil, 
who put darkness for light 
and light for darkness, 
who put bitter for sweet 
and sweet for bitter. 


21Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes 
and clever in their own sight. 


2Woe to those who are heroes at drinking wine 
and champions at mixing, drinks, 
23who acquit the guilty for a bribe, 
but deny justice to the innocent. 
2Therefore, as tongues of fire lick up straw 
and as dry grass sinks down in the flames, 
so their roots will decay 
and their flowers blow away like dust; 
for they have rejected the law of the Lorp 
Almighty 
and spurned the word of the Holy One of 
Israel 
25Therefore the Lorp’s anger burns against his 
people; 
his hand is raised and he strikes them down. 
The mountains shake, 
and the dead bodies are like refuse in the 
streets. 


Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away, 
his hand is still upraised. 


2He lifts up a banner for the distant nations, 
he whistles for those at the ends of the earth. 
Here they come, 
swiftly and speedily! 
27Not one of them grows tired or stumbles, 
not one slumbers or sleeps; 


+14 Hebrew Sheol °17 Septuagint; Hebrew / strangers will eat 
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not a belt is loosened at the waist, : 
not a sandal thong is broken. 
28Their arrows are sharp, 
all their bows are strung; ‘ 
their horses’ hoofs seem like flint, - > 
their chariot wheels like a whirlwind. 
29Their roar.is like that of the lion, 
they roar like young lions; 
they growl as they seize their prey 
and carry it off with no one to rescue, 
30In that day they will roar over it 
like the roaring of the sea. 
‘And if one looks at the land, 
he will see darkness and distress; acs: eee 
even the light will be darkened by the 4 
clouds. 
Isaiah’s Commission 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the 
Lord seated ona throne, high and exalted, and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him 
were seraphs, each with six wings: With two 
wings they covered their faces, with two they 
covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 
3And they were calling to one another: 
“Holy, holy, holy is the LorD Almighty; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.’” 


4At the sound of their voices the doorposts and 
thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
smoke. 

5”Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the 
Lorp Almighty.” t 

6Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live 
coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs 
from the altar. 7With it he touched my mouth and 
said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is 
taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall [ send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

9He said, “Go and tell this people: 


“ ‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding; 

be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’ 
10Make the heart of this people calloused; 

make their ears dull 
and close their eyes.© 

Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 
hear with their ears, 
understand with their hearts, 

and turn and be.healed.”” 


6:2 A Message from God 

Isaiah experienced a dramatic call from God to 

become a prophet. The message was personally 

delivered by seraphs, a term that appears only here 

a ie: Beal: burning and dazzling.” 
vidently, seraphs were angels who acted 

spokesmen for God. - i % 


pee 


¢9,10 Hebrew; Septuagint ‘You will be ever hearing, but never 


understanding: / you will be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’ / !°This people's heart has become calloused; | they hardly hear with their ears, | and > 


they have closed their eyes 


Cieere 
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Then I said, “For how long, O Lord?” But as the terebinth and oak - 
And he answered: leave stumps when they are cut down, 
so the holy seed will be the stump in the 
land.” 


“Until the cities lie ruined 
and without inhabitant, ‘. 
until the houses are left deserted The Sign of Immanuel 
and the fields ruined and ravaged, When Ahaz son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, 
12until the Lorp has sent everyone far away was king of Judah, King Rezin of Aram and 
Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel marched up 


and the land is utterly forsaken. 
13And though a tenth remains in the land, to fight against Jerusalem, but they could not over- 


it will again be laid waste. power it. 


Faith in God or the Military? 


Where does a weak nation turn for help? 


This is the plan determined for the whole world; this is the hand stretched out over all 
nations. 14:26 
Ww can a small nation do when facing a military giant? Judah found itself in that predicament 
early in Isaiah's career. When two neighboring nations invaded, the tiny kingdom suffered 
heavy losses. King Ahaz and the people of Judah were shaken, “as the trees of the forest are 


shaken by the wind” (7:2). Panicked, Ahaz sought Isaiah’s advice. 
Isaiah had received a “call’’ to ministry as dramatic as any recorded in the Bible (chapter 6). 


King Ahaz knew that Isaiah would deliver a message straight from God, no matter how unpopulats 


Still, Ahaz was hardly prepared for what Isaiah said: Stay calm, don’t BEN simply trust Go 
The attacking kings were mere “smoldering stubs of firewood,” Isaiah declared (7:4). Whatever 


happens, don’t seek help from an empire like Assyria; if you do, you will invite in the very army 
that will one day destroy you. 


The Long Slide Begins 


But Ahaz, reeling from the invasion, wanted quick relief. Ignoring Isaiah's warnings, he 


negotiated a treaty with mighty Assyria, using as a bribe the treasury of the temp in Jerusalem. 
In the short term, Ahaz’s decision brought results. No army of that day coul match the 
Assyrian war machine, and all Judah’s enemies fell to the ons aught. Israel, to the north, was 
wiped off the map. At last Judah had peace. But at what cost? 
f the treaty with Assyria, Ahaz began corrupting the Jewish religion. He first 


Perhaps as part o' 
if f the temple to worship, and later replaced the sacred altar to od with a 


closed the doors of re c 
foreign one. He officially adopted Assyria’s state religion, going so far as to make a human 


sacrifice of his sons in a fire. In every way King Ahaz became a puppet king, under the thumb of 
Assyria. Foreign armies stayed in Judah. Indeed, Assyria’s help had come with strings attached, 


Messages for Then and Now 
The prophet Isaiah was furious. He 
Suddenly he saw his country become a mi 


heritage. 
Chapters 7-19 record his passionate words, not only against Judah, but against her nei bors 


also, He told of a reckoning day, when each nation wou! id be punished for its sin and rebellion. 

The immediate future looked very bleak, and Isaiah minced no words in describing it. 
But Isaiah did not stop there. He went on to project far into the future, in familiar words that 

still stir up hope and longing. This section begins with a question from a king about where to turn 

for help. It ends with a grand sweep of all of history. 

Life Questions: What do you think Isaiah would say if he were alive today about the major countries 


of the world? 


had grown up in a boom time in Judah, under a good king. 
ere pawn of Assyria, trading away even its great religious 


nn ——— 
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2Now the house of David was told, “Aram has your people and on the house of your father a time x 
allied itself witht Ephraim”; 90 the hearts of Ahaz Unlike any since Ephraim broke away from , 
and his people were shaken, as the trees of the  —he will bring the king of Assyria.” ry 
forest are shaken by the wind 18{n that day the Logo will whistle for flies from 
‘Then the Loxo said to Isaiah, “Go out, you and the distant streams of Egypt and for bees from the 
your son Shear-Jashub,! to meet Ahaz at the end _ land of Assyria. !They will all come and settle in 
of the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the road to the steep ravines and in the crevices in the rocks, 
the Washerman’s Field. ‘Say to him, ‘Be careful, on all the thornbushes and at all the water holes. 
keep calm and don’t be afraid. Do not lose heart In that day the Lord will use a razor hired from 
f these two smoldering stubs of firewood beyond the River—_the king of Assyria—to shave 
of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram your head and the hair of your legs, and to take off 
and of the son of Remaliah. Aram, Ephraim and your beards also. 2!In that day, a man will keep 
Remaliah’s son have plotted your ruin, saying, alive a young cow and two goats. 2And because of 
#Let us invade Judah; let us tear it apart and di- the abundance of the milk they give, he will have 
vide it among ourselves, and make the son of Tab- curds to eat. All who remain in the land will eat 
cel king’over it.” 7¥et this is what the Sovereign curds and honey. In that day, in every place 
Lorp says where there were a thousand vines worth a 
sand silver shekels,z there will be only briers and 
“dt will not take place, thorns. 24Men will go there with bow and arrow, F 
it will not happen, for the land will be covered with briers and thorns. 
8for the head of Aram is Damascus, 25As for all the hills once cultivated by the hoe, you 
and the head of Damascus is only Rezin. will no longer go there for fear of the briers and - 
Within sixty-five years thorns; they will become places where cattle are 
Ephraim will be too shattered to be a people. turned loose and where sheep run. 
"The head of Ephraim is Samaria, 
ve tt the head of Samaria is only Remaliah's Assyria, the Loxn’s Instrument 
son A “ 
Ifyou do not stand firm in your faith, The Lome siid to me, Gahan prcnic 
you will not stand at al Hash-Baz.* 2And I will call in Uriah the priest and 
\0Again the Lorp spoke to Ahaz, 1!”Ask the Zechariah son of Jeberekiah as reliable witnesses 
Lorp your God for a sign, whether in the deepest for me.” 
depths or in the highest heights.” 3Then I went to the prophetess, and she con- 
2But Ahaz said, “will not ask; I willnotputthe ceived and gave birth toason. And the Lorpsaid 
Lorp to the test.” to me, “Name him Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. *Be- 5 
13Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of fore the boy knows how to say “My father’ or “My 
David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? mother,’ the wealth of Damascus and the plunder 
Will you try the patience of my God also? !*There- of Samaria will be carried off by the king of As- 
fore the Lord himself will give youc a sign: The Sy a" ; 
virgin will be with child and will give birth toa son, 5The Lorp spoke to me again: 
andé will call him Immanuel.‘ 15He will eat curds ©” Because this people has rejected 
and honey when he knows enough to reject the the ay pardesdeirtt A. 
wrong and choose the right. "But before the boy and rejoices over Rezin 
knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the and the son of Remaliah, 
right, the land of the two kings you dread will be 7therefore the 5 bring against 
laid waste. !17The Lorp will bring on you and on ot 
the mighty floodwaters of the River-— 
SSS ee the king of Assyria with all his pomp. 
7:14 A Famous Sign It will overflow all its channels, 
Like so many prophecies, this one probably had run over all its banks 
two meanings: one for Isaiah’s time and another Sand sweep on into Judah, swirling over it, 
much later. Isaiah urged King Ahaz to seek a sign passing through it and reaching up to the 
from God about Judah’s safety from its neighbors. neck. 
Ahaz, notoriously stubborn and ungodly, refused. Its outspread wings will cover the breadth of 
Isaiah told of the sign anyway: a young boy your land, i 
would be born, and before he grew out of O Immanuel!” ~ 
childhood Judah’s feared enemies would be wn . 
destroyed. Only 12 years after this prediction, the Raise the war cry,! you nations, and be 
Northern Kingdom of Israel fell. The New ___ Shattered! 
Testament sees a further meaning in this prophecy, Listen, all you distant lands. 
applying it to the birth of Jesus Christ (Matthew Prepare for battle, and be shattered! 
1:23). Prepare for battle, and be shattered! 
—— LT 10Devise your strategy, but it will be thwarteds 
#2 Or has set up camp in 53. Shear-Jashub means a remnant will return Dead 


14 The Hebrew is plural, 414 Masoretic 
14.8 fmmanuel means God with ws. 120.7 That is, the Euphrates * HS ie) 


Sea Scrolls and he or and they 
8} Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz means quick to the plumder, sant to the spail, also in werse 3. 


pounds (about 11.5 kilograms) 
your worst 
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propose your plan, but it will not stand, 
for God is with us.¢ 


Fear God 

The Lorp spoke to me with his strong hand 
upon me, warning me not to follow the way of this 
people. He said: 


12"Do not call conspiracy 
everything that these people call 
conspiracy>; 
do not fear what they fear, 
and do not dread it. 
13The Lorp Almighty is the one you are to 
regard as holy, 
he is the one you are to fear, 
he is the one you are to dread, 


Mand he will be a sanctuary; 
but for both houses of Israel he will be ¢ Mighty 
a stone that causes men to stumble JS serene pry ig 


and a rock that makes them fall. 
And for the people of Jerusalem he will be 
a trap and a snare. 
15Many of them will stumble; 
they will fall and be broken, 
they will be snared and captured.” 


‘Bind up the testimony The zeal of the Lorp Almighty 
and seal up the law among my disciples. will accomplish this. tetas 
as 


there will be no end. 


171 will wait for the Lorp, The Loro’s Anger Against Israel we 
The Lord has sent a message against Jacob; 


who is hiding his face from the house of 
Jacob 
I will put my trust in him. 


'8Here am I, and the children the Lor has giv- 
en me. Weare signs and symbols in Israel from the 
Lorp Almighty, who dwells on Mount Zion. 

19When men tell you to consult mediums and 
spiritists, who whisper and mutter, should not a 
people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead 
on behalf of the living? 2°To the law and to the 
testimony! If they do not speak according to this 

y 2 
word, they have no light of dawn 2Distressed ‘ 


and hungry, they will roam through the land; ach eae 4 thei a. 


when they are famished, they will become en- 
raged and, looking upward, will curse their king “Aremenns Soe napes od from 
and their God. 2Then they will look toward the ea! wert wets’ 


earth and see only distress and darkness and fear- 
ful gloom, and they will be thrust into utter dark- Yet for all this, his anger is not tumed away, ~~ 


ness his hand is still upraised. f : 
To Us a Child Is Born ‘But the people have not returned to him who ; 
: . struck them, o-.- 
Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for t th ht a” 
those who were in distress. In the past he hum- = theLosp eta 8. 


bled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 
but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gen- 
tiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan— 


2The people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of the shadow of 
death< 
a light has dawned 
You have enlarged the nation 
and increased their joy; 
they rejoice before you 
+10 Hebrew immanue! "2 t 
2 reer 12 Or Do mot call for a treaty | every time these people call fer 4 treaty 


SO a oak 80 Se ee ES eee 


14So the Lorb will cut off from Israel both head 
and tail, 
both palm branch and reed in a single day; 
15the elders and prominent men are the head, 
the prophets who teach lies are the tail. 
16Those who guide this people mislead them, 
and those who are guided are led astray. 
\vTherefore the Lord will take no pleasure in the 
q young men, 
nor will he pity the fatherless and widows, 
for everyone is ungodly and wicked, 
every mouth speaks vileness. 
Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away, 
his hand is still upraised. 
18Surely wickedness burns like a fire; 
it consumes briers and thorns, 
it sets the forest thickets ablaze, 


so that it rolls upward in a column of smoke. 


19By the wrath of the LorD Almighty 
the land will be scorched 
and the people will be fuel for the fire; 
no one will spare his brother. 
20On the right they will devour, 
but still be hungry; 
on the left they will eat, 
but not be satisfied, 
Each will feed on the flesh of his own 
offspring?: 
21 Manasseh will feed on Ephraim, and 
Ephraim on Manasseh; 
together they will turn against Judah. 


Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away, 
his hand is still upraised. 


10 Woe to those who make unjust laws, 
to those who issue oppressive decrees, 
2to deprive the poor of their rights 
and withhold justice from the oppressed of 
my people, 
making widows th@ir prey 
and robbing the fatherless. 
3What will you do on the day of reckoning, 
when disaster comes from afar? 
To whom will you run for help? 
Where will you leave your riches? 
4Nothing will remain but to cringe among the 
captives 
or fall among the slain. 
Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away, 
his hand is still upraised. 


God’s Judgment on Assyria 


5’Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of my anger, 
in whose hand is the club of my wrath! 
61 send him against a godless nation, 
| dispatch him against a people who anger 
me, 
to seize loot and snatch plunder, 
and to trample them down like mud in the 
streets. 
7But this is not what he intends, 
this is not what he has in mind; 
his purpose is to destroy, 


420 Orarm *13 Or ' | subdued the mighty, 


ISAIAH 10:20 
to put an end to many 


nations. 

8‘Are not my all kings?’ he says. 

9 ‘Has not Calno fared like Carchemish? 

Is not Hamath like Arpad, > 

and Samaria like Damascus? 

10As my hand seized the kingdoms of the idols, 
kingdoms whose images ‘excelled those of 

Jerusalem and Samaria— 

lghall I not deal with Jerusalem and her images 

as I dealt with Samaria and her idols?" ~ 


When the Lord has finished all his work 
against Mount Zion and Jerusalem, he will say, be | 
will punish the king of Assyria for the willful pride 
of his heart and the haughty look in his eyes. 3For 
he says: 

“ "By the strength of my hand I have done this, 

and by my wisdom, because Ihave 
understanding. 

I removed the boundaries of nations, 

I plundered their treasures; 
like a mighty one | subdued? their kings. 
14As one reaches into a nest, 
so my hand reached for the wealth of the 
nations; 
as men gather abandoned eggs, 
so I gathered all the countries; 
not one flapped a wing, 
or opened its mouth to chirp.’ “ 


15Does the ax raise itself above him who swings 


it, 
or the saw boast against him who uses it? 
As if a rod were to wield him who lifts it up, 
or a club brandish him who is not wood! 
IsTherefore, the Lord, the Lorp Almighty, 
will send a wasting disease upon his sturdy 
warriors; 
under his pomp a fire will be kindled 
like a blazing flame. . 
17The Light of Israel will become a fire, 
their Holy One a flame; 
in a single day it will burn and consume 
his thorns and his briers. 
\8The splendor of his forests and fertile fields 
it will completely destroy, 
as when a sick man wastes away. 
19And the remaining trees of his forests will be 
so few 
that a child could write them down. 


The Remnant of Israel 
20[n that day the remnant of Israel, 


We 


10:7 God’s Hand in History 
In this comment, God reveals how he works 
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the survivors of the house of Jacob, from his roots a will bear fruit, > 
will no longer rely on him 2The Spirit of the Lorp will rest on him— 
who struck them down the Spint of wisdom and of understanding, 
but will truly rely on the Lorp, the Spirit of counsel and of power, . 
the Holy One of Israel. the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
714 remnant will return,¢ a remnant of Jacob Lorp— . 
will return to the Mighty God. 3and he will delight in the fear of the Lorp. 


=Though your people, O Israel, be like the sand He will not judge by what he sees with his 
by the sea, eyes, 
only a remnant will return. or decide by what he hears with his ears; 


Destruction has been decreed, 4but with righteousness he will judge the ’ 
overwhelming and righteous. needy, . 
>The Lord, the Lorp Almighty, will carry out with justice he will give decisions for the 
the destruction decreed upon the whole poor of the earth. 
a He will strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth; 


Therefore, this is what the Lord, the Lorp Al- with the breath of his lips he will slay the 
nty, says wicked. 


O my people who live in Zion, 5Righteousness will be his belt = 
do not be afraid of the Assyrians, and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 
who beat you Wiens The wolf will live with the lamb, 


and lift up a club against you, as Egypt did. the leopard will lie down with the goat, 


Very soon my anger against you will end ii 
and my wrath will be directed to their Sear paeeates poe gods 8 
wees and a little child will lead them. 
>The Lorp Almighty will lash them with a 7The cow will feed with the bear, 
whip their young will lie down together, 


and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 


2s when he struck down Midian at the rock 
of Oreb; SThe infant will play near the hole of the cobra, 
and he will raise his staff over the waters, and the young child put his hand into the 
id in Egypt y _viper’s nest. 
their burden will be lifted from sThey will neither harm nor destroy 
our shoulders, on all my holy mountain, 
from your neck; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of 
ll be broken the Lorp 
as the waters cover the sea. 


you have grown so fat.* 


Aiath: 10In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a 


through Migron; 
supplies at Micmash. 
er the pass, and say, 


t, O Daughter of Gallim! 
ten, O Laishah! 
Poor Anathoth! 
31Madmenah is in flight; 
t f Gebim take cover. 


at the mount of the Daughter of Zion, 
of Jerusalem. 


See, the Lord, the Lorp Almighty, 
off the boughs with great power. 
The lofty trees will be felled, 

the tall ones will be brought low. 


%4He will cut down the forest thickets with an ax; 


Lebanon will fall before the Mighty One. 


banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to 
him, and his place of rest will be glorious. 1In that 
day the Lord will reach out his hand a second time 
to reclaim the remnant that is left of his people 
from Assyria, from Lower Egypt, from Upper 
Egypt,4 from Cush, from Elam, from Babylo- 
nia/ from Hamath and from the islands of the 
sea, 


12He will raise a banner for the nations 
and gather the exiles of Israel; 

he will assemble the scattered people of Judah 
from the four quarters of the earth. 


The Branch From Jesse pots preempt spp 

1 A shoot will come up from the stump of peace will exceed it. - oad" 
Jesse; 

21 Heteew inverse 2 127 Hebrew: Septuagint broken shoulders ‘6 Hebwew; Septuagint lion will 

vee 211 Sedeta farm Beat 111 That is, the upper Nile region ‘nt tice Star : oe 


“ 


isEphraim’s jealousy will vanish, 
et Judah's enemies" will be cut off; 
Ephraim will not be jealous of Judah, 
nor Judah hostile toward Ephraim. 
MThey will swoop down on the slopes of 
Philistia to the west; 
together they will plunder the people to the 
east 
They will lay hands on Edom and Moab, 
and the Ammonites will be subject to them. 
ISThe Loxp will dry up 
the gulf of the Egyptian sea; 
with a scorching wind he will sweep his hand 
over the Euphrates River. 
He will break it up into seven streams 
so that men can.cross over in sandals. 
\sThere will be a highway for the remnant of his 
people 
that is left from Assyria, 
as there was for Israel 
when they came up from Egypt. 


Songs of Praise 
12 In that day you will say: 
L will praise you, O Lorp 
Although you were angry with me, 
your anger has turned away 
and you have comforted me. 
2Surely God is my salvation; 
I will trust and not be afraid. 
The Lorp, the Lorp, is my strength and my 
song; 
he has become my salvation.” 
3With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation. 
4In that day you will say: 
‘Give thanks to the Lor, call on his name; 
make known among the nations what he has 
don, 
and proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5Sing to the Loo, for he has done glorious 
things; 
let this be known to all the world. 
‘Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, 
for great is the Holy One of Israel among 
you.” 
A Prophecy Against Babylon 
1 An oracle concerning Babylon that Isaiah 


son of Amoz saw: 
2Raise a banner on a bare hilltop, 


—————_— TT 


12:6 A Key Phrase 

The first 12 chapters contain specific messages to 
Judah. But now Isaiah shifts his focus to 
surrounding nations. He ends the first section with 
a reference to the “Holy One of Israel,” a key 
phrase that hints at the special relationship 
between God and his covenant nation. The phrase 
appears only five times in the rest of the Old 
Testament, but 26 times in Isaiah. 

—S 


413 Or hostility "15 Hebrew the River “6 Hebrew Shaddai 


my wrath— 
those who rejoice in:my triumph. 
4Listen, a noise on the mountains, 
like that of a great multitude! 
Listen, an uproar among the kingdoms, 
like nations massing together! 
The Lorp Almighty is mustering 
an army for war. é 
sThey come from faraway lands, 
from the ends of the heavens— 
the Lorp and the weapons of his wrath— 
to destroy the whole country. 


6Wail, for the day of the Lorn is near; 
it will come like destruction from the 


Almighty. aie 
Because of this, all hands will go limp, 
every man’s heart will melt. , 
8Terror will seize them, 2 
pain and anguish will grip them; 
they will writhe like a woman in labor. 
They will look aghast at each other, 
their faces aflame. 


%See, the day of the Lorp is coming 
—a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger— 
to make the land desolate 
and destroy the sinners within it. 
10The stars of heaven and their constellations 
will not show their light. 
The rising sun will be darkened 
and the moon will not give its light. 
11] will punish the world for its evil, 
the wicked for their sins. . 
I will put an end to the arrogance of the 
haughty 
and will humble the pride of the ruthless. 
12] will make man scarcer than pure gold, 
more rare than the gold of Ophir. 
13Therefore | will make the heavens tremble; _ 
and the earth will shake from its place 
at the wrath of the Lorp Almighty, 
in the day of his burning anger. - 


\4Like a hunted gazelle, 
like sheep without a shepherd, 
each will return to’his own people, 
each will flee to his native land. 
1sWhoever is captured will be thrust through; 
all who are caught will fall by the sword. 
leTheir infants will be dashed to pieces before 


their eyes; 5 
their houses will be looted and their wives 
ravished. s 
See, I will stir up against them the Medes, _ 
who do not care for silver j 
and have no delight in gold. : 
\8Their bows will strike down the young men; 
they will have no mercy on infants: Pr a 


ie aaa yt © 
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nor will they look with compassion on 
children. 
19Babylon, the jewel of kingdoms, 
the glory of the Babylonians” pride, 
will be overthrown by God 
like Sodom and Gomorrah. 
20She will never be inhabited 
or lived in through all generations; 
no Arab will pitch his tent there, 
no shepherd will rest his flocks there. 
21But desert creatures will lie there, 
jackals will fill her houses; 
there the owls will dwell, 
and there the wild goats will leap about. 
2Hyenas will how] in her strongholds, 
jackals in her luxurious palaces. 
Her time is at hand, 
and her days will not be prolonged. 


1 The Lorp will have compassion on Jacob; 
once again he will choose Israel 
and will settle them in their own land. 
Aliens will join them 
and unite with the house of Jacob. 
2Nations will take them 
and bring them to their own place. 
And the house of Israel will possess the nations 
as menservants and maidservants in the 
Lorp’s land. 
They will make captives of their captors 
and rule over their oppressors. 


3On the day the Lorp gives you relief from suf- 
fering and turmoil and cruel bondage, 4you will 
take up this taunt against the king of Babylon; 


How the oppressor has come to an end! 

How his fury’ has ended! 

5The Lorp has broken the rod of the wicked, 
the scepter of the rulers, 

é6which in anger struck down peoples 
with unceasing blows, 

and in fury subdued nations 
with relentless aggression. 

7All the lands are at rest and at peace; 
they break into singing. 

8Even the pine trees and the cedars of Lebanon 
exult over you and say, 

“Now that you have been laid low, 
no woodsman comes to cut us down.” 


9The gravee below is all astir 
to meet you at your coming; 
it rouses the spirits of the departed to greet 
you— 
all those who were leaders in the world; 
it makes them rise from their thrones— 
all those who were kings over the nations. 
They will all respond, 
they will say to you, 
“You also have become weak, as we are; 
you have become like us.” 
All your pomp has been brought down to the 
grave, 
along with the noise of your harps; 


+19 Or Chaldeans 
(9 Hebrew Sheol; also in verses 11 and 15 
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™maggots.are spread out beneath you” Ree 
and worms cover you. 
12How you have fallen from heaven, . 
O morning star, son of the dawn! 
You have been cast down to the earth, 
you who once laid low the nations! 
13You said in your heart, 
“| will ascend to heaven; 
I will raise my throne 
above the stars of God; 
I will sit enthroned on the mount of Soderanty 
on the utmost heights of the sacred 
mountain.4 
14] will ascend above the tops of the clouds; 
1 will make myself like the Most High.” 
15But you are brought down to the grave, e 
to the depths of the pit. 


l6Those who see you stare at you, 
they ponder your fate: q 
“Is this the man who shook the earth 
and made kingdoms tremble, 
17the man who made the world a desert, 
who overthrew its cities 
and would not let his captives go home?” 


18A]l the kings of the nations lie in state, 
each in his own tomb. 
19But you are cast out of your tomb 
like a rejected branch; 
you are covered with the slain, 
with those pierced by the sword, 
those who descend to the stones of the pit. 
Like a corpse trampled underfoot, 
20 you will not join them in burial, 
for you have destroyed your land 
and killed your people. 


The offspring of the wicked 
will never be mentioned again. 
21Prepare a place to slaughter his sons 
for the sins of their forefathers; 
they are not to rise to inherit the land 
and cover the earth with their cities. 


22"! will rise up against them,”” 
declares the Lorp Almighty. 
“| will cut off from Babylon her name and 
survivors, 


14:12 Fall of the Morning 


A name used of Satan—Lucifer, or “morning 
star’—comes from this verse. The word word Lucifer 
refers to Venus, one of the 


sky. Yet, when the sun rises, the ligh of even the 
brightest morning star is totally eclipsed. 
In context, Isaiah was describing the 


Isaiah may be hinting at a force behind the human 
king: Satan himself, Isaiah's metaphor of the faded 
morning star aptly describes pipe 
haughty king of Babylon—and of 


'4 Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint and Syriac; the meaning of the word in the Masoretic Text is uncertain, 
413 Or the north; Hebrew Zaphon 


her offspring and descendants,” 
declares the Lorn, 


201 will turn her into a place for owls 
and into swampland: 
I will sweep her with the broom of 
destruction,” 
declares the Lonp Almighty 


A Prophecy Against Assyria 
UMThe Lorv Almighty has sworn, 


“Surely, as | have planned, so it will be, 
and a8 [have purposed, so it will stand. 
281 will crush the Assyrian in my land; 
on my mountains I will trample him down, 
His yoke will be taken from my people, 
and his burden removed from their 


shoulders.” 
2This is the plan determined for the whole 
world; 
this is the hand stretched out over all 
nations 


27For the Lorp Almighty has purposed, and who 
can thwart him? 
His hand is stretched out, and who can turn 
it back? 
A Prophecy Against the Philistines 
28This oracle came in the year King Ahaz died: 
29Do not rejoice, all you Philistines, 
that the rod that struck you is broken; 
from the root of that snake will spring up a 
viper, 
its fruit will be a darting, venomous serpent. 
The poorest of the poor will find pasture, 
and the needy will lie down in safety. 
But your root I will destroy by famine; 
it will slay your survivors. 
31Wail, O gate! Howl, O city! 
Melt away, all you Philistines! 
A cloud of smoke comes from the north, 
and there is not a straggler in its ranks. 
32What answer shall be given 
to the envoys of that nation? 
“The Lorp has established Zion, 
and in her his afflicted people will find 
refuge.” 


A Prophecy Against Moab 
1 An oracle concerning Moab: 


Ar in Moab is ruined, 

destroyed in a night! 
Kir in Moab is ruined, 

destroyed in a night! 
2Dibon goes up to its temple, 

to its high places to weep; 

Moab wails over Nebo and Medeba. 
Every head is shaved 

and every beard cut off. 
3In the streets they wear sackcloth; 

on the roofs and in the public squares 
they all wail, 

prostrate with weeping. 


«9 Masoretic Text; Dead Sea Scrolls, some Septuagint manuscripts and Vulgate Dibon 


wordplay 


: ISAIAH 16:8 


4Heshbon and Blealeh ery out, 
their voices are d all the way to Jahaz. 
‘Therefore the armed men of Moab ery out, 
and their hearts are faint, 


SMy heart cries out over Moab; 
her fugitives flee ag far as Zoar, 
as far as Eglath Shelishiyah, 
They go up the way to Luhith, 
weeping as they go; : 
on the road to Horonaim 
they lament their destruction. 
6The waters of Nimrim are dried up 
and the grass is withered; 
the vegetation is gone 
and nothing green is left. 
780 the wealth they have acquired and stored 


up 
they carry away over the Ravine of the 
Poplars. 
8Their outcry echoes along the border of Moab; 
their wailing reaches as far as Eglaim, 
their lamentation as far as Beer Elim. 
9Dimon’s4 waters are full of blood, 
but I will bring still more upon Dimont— 
a lion upon the fugitives of Moab 
and upon those who remain in the land. 


1 Send lambs as tribute 
to the ruler of the land, 
from Sela, across the desert, 
to the mount of the Daughter of Zion. 
2Like fluttering birds 
pushed from the nest, 
so are the women of Moab 
at the fords of the Arnon. 


3“Give us counsel, 
render a decision. 
Make your shadow like night— 
at high noon. 
Hide the fugitives, 
do not betray the refugees. 
4Let the Moabite fugitives stay with you; 
be their shelter from the destroyer.” 


The oppressor will come to an end, 

and destruction will cease; 

the aggressor will vanish from the land. 
5In love a throne will be established; 

in faithfulness a man will sit on it— 

one from the house? of David— 
one who in judging seeks justice 

and speeds the cause of righteousness. 
6We have heard of Moab’s pride— é 

her overweening pride and conceit, 
her pride and her insolence— 

but her boasts are empty, 
7Therefore the Moabites wail, 

they wail together for Moab. 
Lament and grieve 

for the men¢ of Kir Hareseth. 
8The fields of Heshbon wither, 

the vines of Sibmah also. 
The rulers of the nations 


+5 Hebrew tent 


°7 Or ‘raisin cakes," a 


ISAIAH 16:9 


have trampled down the choleest vines, 
which once reached Jager 
and spread toward the desert 
Their shoots apread out 
and went as far as the sea 
°So I weep, an Jazer weeps, 
for the vines of Sibmah 
O Heahbon, O Elealeh, 
I drench you with tearal 
The shouts ot joy over your ripened fruit 
and over your harvests have been stilled 
Joy and gladness are taken away from the 
orchards; 
no one sings or shouts in the vineyards; 
no one treads out wine at the presses, 
for | have put an end to the shouting, 
‘My heart laments for Moab like 
my inmost being for Kir Harese 
2When Moab appears at her high place, 
she only wears herself out; 
when she goes to her shrine to pray, 
it is to no avail 


598 


This is the word the Lorp has already spoken 
concerning Moab. “But now the Lorp says; 
‘Within three years, as a servant bound by con- 
tract would count them, Moab's splendor and all 
her many people will be despised, and her survi- 
vors will be very few and feeble.” 


An Oracle Against Damascus 
1 An oracle concerning Damascus: 
“See, Damascus will no longer be a city 
but will become a heap of ruins, 
2The cities of Aroer will be deserted 
and left to flocks, which will lie down, 
with no one to make them afraid. 
3Tke fortified city will disappear from Ephraim, 
and royal power from Damascus; 
the remnant of Aram will be 
like the glory of the Israelites,” 
declares the Lorpv Almighty. 


4In that day the glory of Jacob will fade; 
the fat of his body will waste away. 
5]t will be as when a reaper gathers the standing 
grain 
and harvests the grain with his arm— 
as when a man gleans heads of grain 
in the Valley of Rephaim. 
6Yet some gleanings will remain, 
as when an olive tree is beaten, 
leaving two or three olives on the topmost 
branches, 


—_—_——_E=<——————————————— 


16:9 A Prophet’s Pain 

Although Isaiah often delivered bad news to the 
nations around him, he never took pleasure in it. 
Remarkably, he often deeply identified with the 
pain of other, non-Jewish nations such as Moab 
(see 15:5). Chapters 15-16 were likely used as 
sources for Jeremiah 48. (Jeremiah was another 
prophet who suffered greatly.) 


“8 That is, symbols of the goddess Asherah 1 Or of locusts 


° >. 
four or five on the fruitful : 
declares the Lone ee of Larned, 
“In he day men will Jeet ie ip Oren 
an their eyes to ly One of Inrnel, 
“They will not ee to the altars, 
the work of their hands, 
and they will have no regard for the Asherah: 


Polen 
and the ineense altars thelr fingers have 
made, 


In that day their strong cities, which they left 
because of the Israelites, will be like places aban- 
doned to thickets and undergrowth. And all will 
be desolation, 


You have forgotten God your Savior; 
you have not remembered the Rock, your. 
fortress, 
Therefore, though you set out the finest plants 
and plant imported vines, 
Mthough on the day you set them out, you make 
them grow, 
and on the morning when you plant them, 
you bring them to bud, 
yet the harvest will be as nothing 
in the day of disease and incurable pain. 


12Oh, the raging of many nations— 
they rage like the raging sea! 
Oh, the uproar of the peoples— 
they roar like the roaring of great waters! 
13Although the peoples roar like the roar of 
surging waters, cS 
when he rebukes them they flee far away, 
driven before the wind like chaff on the hills, 
like tumbleweed before a gale. 
14In the evening, sudden terror! 
Before the morning, they are gone! 
This is the portion of those who loot us, 
the lot of those who plunder us. 


A Prophecy Against Cush 


18 Woe to the land of whirring wings’ 
along the rivers of Cush,© 


2which sends envoys by sea 
in papyrus boats over the water. 
Go, swift messengers, 
to a people tall and smooth-skinned, 
to a people feared far and wide, 
an aggressive nation of strange speech, 
whose land is divided by rivers. 


18:2 A People Tall and 
Smooth-s ed 

Isaiah fraid of direct 

alliances with any foreign powers. Here, 
warned against the “envoys by sea” 


599 ISAIAH 19:2 
3All you people of the world, 7At that time gifts will be brought to the Lorp 
you who live on the earth, , Almighty 
whet gic i. raised on the mountains, from a people all and smooth-skinned 
arid haa F umpat ecurida: froma people eared far and wide, 
I] hear it an aggressive nation of strange speech, 
— whose land is divided by rivers— - 
‘This is what the Lorp says to me: 
“{ will remain quiet and will look on from the gifts will be brought to Mount Zion, the place 
of the Name of the Lorp Almighty, 


my dwelling place, 
like shimmering heat in the sunshine, A Prophecy About B: t 


like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest.” 
sFor, before the harvest, when the blossom is 1 An oracle concerning Egypt: 
See, the Lorp rides on a swift cloud 


gone 
and the flower becomes a ripening grape, ; ; 
he will cut off the shor with Prasng eee 2 and eee ete BE ee 
and ee take away the Pie] ein and the hearts of the Egyptians melt within 
’They, will all be left to the mountain birds of ney 
prey 2” will stir up Egyptian against Egyptian— 
and to the wild animals; brother will fight against brother, 
neighbor against neighbor, 


the birds will feed on them all summer, 
city against city, 


the wild animals all winter, 


Catastrophes Through God’s Eyes 


An endless cycle of war and death—what did it mean? 


At this my body is racked with pain, pangs seize me, like those of a woman in labor; | am staggered 


by what | hear, | am bewildered by what | see. 21:3 
4 lees is one easy way to picture the Middle East of Isaiah’s day: simply follow today’s 
newspaper headlines and project backward in time. Then, as now, one nation would invade its 
neighbor, leveling cities and devastating the land and its people. The prophet Isaiah longed for an 
end to the cycle, much as modern-day residents of Lebanon or Israel do today. 
Isaiah looked at the world with a kind of split vision. Around him, he saw spiritual decay and 
the dreary cyie of war and death. Yet God had given him a clear vision of what his nation could 
one day become: a pure people, faithful to God, living in peace with “war no more,” 


A Kingdom for a Purpose 

With God’s view of the future shining brightly before him, Isaiah went about reinterpreting 
history. Others in Judah looked upon military invasions as terrible catastrophes. In contrast, 
Isaiah—though he felt anguish over the events—saw glimpses of a higher purpose. 

Isaiah said that Judah had to endure pain and suffering in order to be purified, He counseled 
against making political alliances to forestall the punishment. God’s people had to go erg the 
fire, and from the trials a remnant—a small remaining number of persons—would emerge that 
God could then use to accomplish his work. Isaiah went so far as to name his own son ‘a 
remnant will return’ as a walking object lesson of his message to Judah (see Isaiah 7:3 and 


footnote) : 
Why had the Jews been called by God in the first place? They were to be a “light to the 
tion used by God to bring his truth to other nations. And out of the 


Gentiles,” Isaiah said, a na 
land of Judah God would raise up a great Prince who would rule over all the earth, 


Who Is in Charge? } 
no matter how bleak things looked. The Israelites 


in short, God had not discarded his people, 
nation, pointing others to God. : 


would ultimately become a HN 

‘Above all messages, Isaiah stressed this one: God is in charge of history. To Judah—surrounded 
by enemies, staggering from invasion, weary of bloodshed—God seemed faraway and distant. 
Isaiah assured en that the great powers of earth were mere tools in God's hands; he would use 


them and fling them aside. 
Life Questions: \saiah described people who felt afraid and abandoned by God. Have you ever felt like 
that? How does Isaiah’s message offer hope for us today? 


ISAIAH 19:3 
kingdom against kingdom. 
3The Egyptians will lose heart, 
and I will bring their plans to nothing; 
they will consult the idols and the spirits of the 
dead, 
the mediums and the spiritists. 
41 will hand the Egyptians over 
to the power of a cruel master, 
and a fierce king will rule over them,” 
declares the Lord, the Lorp Almighty. 


5The waters of the river will dry up, 
and the riverbed will be parched and dry: 
6The canals will stink; 
the streams of Egypt will dwindle and dry 
up. 
The reeds and rushes will wither, 
7 also the plants along the Nile, 
at the mouth of the river. 
Every sown field along the Nile 
will become parched, will blow away and be 
no more. 
8The fishermen will groan and lament, 
all who cast hooks into the Nile; 
those who throw nets on the water 
will pine away. Z 
Those who work with combed flax will 
despair, 
the weavers of fine linen will lose hope. 
10The workers in cloth will be dejected, 
and all the wage earners will be sick at heart. 


The officials of Zoan are nothing but fools; 
the wise counselors of Pharaoh give 
senseless advice. 
How can you say to Pharaoh, 
“Tam one of the wise men, 
a disciple of the ancient kings”? 


12Where are your wise men now? 
Let them show you and make known 
what the Lorp Almighty 
has planned against Egypt. 
13The officials of Zoan have become fools, 
the leaders of Memphis? are deceived; 
the cornerstones of her peoples 
have led Egypt astray. 
14The Lorp has poured into them 
a spirit of dizziness; 
they make Egypt stagger in all that she does, 
as a drunkard staggers around in his vomit. 
15There is nothing Egypt can do— 
head or tail, palm branch or reed. 


16In that day the Egyptians will be like women. 
They will shudder with fear at the uplifted hand 
that the Lorp Almighty raises against them. 17And 
the land of Judah will bring terror to the Egyptians; 
everyone to whom Judah is mentioned will be ter- 
tified, because of what the Lorp Almighty is plan- 
ning against them. 

18In that day five cities in Egypt will speak the 
language of Canaan and swear allegiance to the 
Lorp Almighty. One of them will be called the City 
of Destruction. 

19In that day there will be an altar to the Lorp in 


#13 Hebrew Noph 
Vulgate City of the Sun (that is, Heliopolis) 


‘18 Most manuscripts of the Masoretic Text; some manuscripts of the Masoretic Text, Dead S 
‘3 Thatis, the upper Nile region; alsoinverseS 


them. They will turn to the Lorp, and he will 
respond to their pleas and heal them. 


2 In the year that the supreme cor 

sent by Sargon king of Assyria, | to 
Ashdod and attacked and captured it— 2at that 
time the Lorp spoke through Isaiah son of Amoz. 
He said to him, “Take off the sackcloth from your 
body and the sandals from your feet.” And he did 
so, going around stripped and barefoot. 

3Then the Lorp said, “Just as my servant Isaiah 


has gone stripped and barefoot for three years, asa 
sign and portent against Egypt 


A Prophecy Against Babylon 
southland, ‘é 
an invader comes from the desert, 
from a land of terror. H 


2A dire vision has been shown tome: 


The traitor betrays, the looter takes loot, 
Elam, attack! Media, lay siege! 
I will bring to an end all the groaning she 
caused 
3At this my body is racked with pain, 
pangs seize me, like those of a woman in 
labor; 
lam staggered by what I hear, 
lam bewildered by what I see. 
4My heart falters, 
fear makes me tremble; 
the twilight I longed for 
has become a horror to me. 


5They set the tables, 
they spread the rugs, 
they eat, they drink! 

Get up, you officers, 
oil the shields! 


6This is what the Lord says to me: 


“Go, post a lookout 
and have him report what he sees. 
7When he sees chariots 
with teams of horses, 
riders on donkeys 
or riders on camels, 
let him be alert, 
fully alert.” 


8And the lookout shouted, 


“Day after day, my lord, I stand on the 
watchtower; 

every night I stay at my post. 

9Look, here comes a man in a chariot 
with a team of horses. 

And he gives back the answer: 
‘Babylon has fallen, has fallen! 

All the images of its gods 
lie shattered on the ground!’ ” 

100 my people, crushed on the threshing floor, 

[tell you what I have heard 

from the Lorp Almighty, 
from the God of Israel 


A Prophecy Against Edom 
11An oracle concerning Dumaht: 


Someone calls to me from Seir, 
“Watchman, what is left of the night? 
Watchman, what is left of the night?” 

12The watchman replies, 
“Morning is coming, but also the night. 

If you would ask, then ask; 
and come back yet again.” 

A Prophecy Against Arabia 
13An oracle concerning Arabia: 
You caravans of Dedanites, 
who camp in the thickets of Arabia, 
14 bring water for the thirsty; 
you who live in Tema, 


bring food for the fugitives. 
ISThey flee from the sword, 


+4 Dead Sea Scrolls and Syriac, Masoretic Text A lion 


601 ISAIAH 22:13 


from the drawn sword, 
fram the bent bow 
and from the heat of battle, + 


16This is what the Lord says to me: “Within one 
year, a8 a servant bound by contract would count 
it, all the pomp of Kedar will come to an end. !?7The 
survivors of the bowmen, the warriors of Kedar, 
will be few.” The Lorp, the God of Israel, has 
spoken. 


A Prophecy About Jerusalem 
22 An oracle concerning the Valley of Vision: 


What troubles you now, 
that you have all gone up on the roofs, 
20 town full of commotion, 
O city of tumult and revelry? 
Your slain were not killed by the sword, 
nor did they die in battle. 
3All your leaders have fled together; Cd 
they have been captured without using the 
bow 


All you who were caught were taken prisoner 
together, 
having fled while the enemy was still far 
away. 
‘Therefore | said, ‘Turn away from me; 
let me weep bitterly. 
Do not try to console me 
cover the destruction of my people.” 


sThe Lord, the Lorv Almighty, has a day 
of tumult and trampling and terror - 
in the Valley of Vision, 
a day of battering down walls 
and of crying out to the mountains. 
6Elam takes up the quiver, 
with her charioteers and horses; 
Kir uncovers the shield. 
7Your choicest valleys are full of chariots, 
and horsemen are posted at the city gates; 
& the defenses of Judah are stripped away. 


And you looked in that day 
to the weapons in the Palace of the Forest; 
%you saw that the City of David 
had many breaches in its defenses; 
you stored up water 
in the Lower Pool. 
10You counted the buildings in Jerusalem 
and tore down houses to strengthen the 
wall. 
11You built a reservoir between the two walls 
for the water of the Old Pool, 
but you did not look to the One who made it, 
or have regard for the One who planned it 
long ago. 


12The Lord, the Lorp Almighty, 
called you on that day 
to weep and to wail, 
to tear out your hair and put on sackcloth. 
13But see, there is joy and revelry, 
slaughtering of cattle and killing of sheep, 
eating of meat and drinking of wine! ~ 
“Let us eat and drink,” you say, 


+11 Dumah means silence or stillness, a wordplay on Edom. 


22:12 Smiles Instead of Tears 
This chapter may refer to Jerusalem's deliverance 
recorded in Isaiah 36-37. Isaiah was distressed 
because, in the face of great devastation, Jerusalem 
was celebrating, not mourning. People had 
reintorced walls and built water reservoirs to 
prepare for war, but had not turned to God for 
help (werse 11 _ Jews at that time had a certain 
cockiness 2kaust the city of Jerusalem, believing 
that God would never allow it to fall into enemy 
hands. 
————_—_ 
*112 Hebrew Katine 
Tike grao of tine Stetno, | the tarvest of the Nile, 
“31 Heprew Canaan (13 Or Craidenns 


*22 Or therome 
tne rest waters 
Test Go teromgh 


°2.3 Mesoretic Text; one Dead Sea Scroll Sidon, / who cross over the sea; | 
#10 Dead Sea Scrolls and some 


ape ae 
From the 'Cypres* 
word has come to them. . 
2Be sent. you people of the island 
and you merchants of Sidon, rT 
whom the seafarers haveenniched. 
3On the great waters 
came the grain of the Shihor, 
the harwest of the Nile was the revenue of 


Tyre. 
and she became the marketplace of the 
mabons 
Be ashamed. O Sidon, and you, O fortress of 
the sea. 
for the sea has spoken: : 4 
“| have neither been in labor nor given birth; 
| have neither reared sons nor brought up 
daughters.” ‘J 
SWhen word comes to Egypt, 
they wall be in anguish at the report from 
Tyre. 


“Cross over to Tarshish; 

wail, you people of the island. 
7is this your Gty of revelry, 

the old, old aty, 
whose feet have taken her 


whose merchants are princes, 
whose traders are renowned in the earth? 
The Logp Almighty planned it, 
to bring low the pride of all glory 
and to humble all who are renowned on the 
earth. 


WTul¥ your land as along the Nile, 
O Daughter of Tarshish, 
for you no longer have a harbor. 
The Loxp has stretched out his hand over the 


sea 
and made its kingdoms tremble. 
He has given an order concerning Phoenicia® 
that her fortresses be destroyed. 
He said, “No more of your reveling, 
O Virgin Daughter of Sidon, now crushed! 
“Up, cross over to Cyprust; 
even there you will find no rest.” 
13Look at the land of the Babylonians,/ 
this people that is now of no account! 
The Assyrians have made it TT 


23:1 The Decline of Tyre ~ 
In Isaiah's day the city of Tyre was a major power, 
dominating the sea trade in the eastern 


not long after this prophecy Assyria 
city, and Tyre’s king fled to Cyprus. Las 


ar ane Tere wall be Rhegeeten for seventy 
vous, oe Sun of 2 Eing’s Be Bat at the end af 
enue se ~ eucs Swat happen t Tyre asin the 


. he Ques well, Sing Many 2 Song, 
<> chat you wall be remesabered, ™ 
se ood of seventy years, the Lono will deal 
~ spe wall retem to her hire as a prostitute 
no. het trade with alll the kingdoms on the 
- che cucth. Yet her profit and her earnings 
x << apart fer the Lop: they will not be 
2 ap oc bearded Her prodits wall go te those 
sesore the Loan, for abundant food and 


Bme Stes 


The Loan’s Devastation of the Earth 


we reuse of the revelers has stopped, 
"+ ovtud harp is silent. 
“. coger do they drink wine with a song: 
ce Deer os bitter to its dmkers. 
The ruumed city hes desolate: 
ce entrance to every house is barred. 
= che streets they Cry out for wine; 
ad joy teres to 
ol gauety = bereshed from the earth. 


al 
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and a shade from the heat. 
For the breath of the ruthless 
is like a storm driving against a wall 
5 and like the heat of the desert. 
You silence the uproar of foreigners; 
as heat is reduced by the shadow of a cloud, 
so the song of the ruthless is stilled. 


6On this mountain the Lorp Almighty will 
prepare 
a feast of rich food for all peoples, 
a banquet of aged wine— 
the best of meats and the finest of wines. 
7On this mountain he will destroy 
the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 
the sheet that covers all nations; 
8 he will swallow up death forever. 
The Sovereign Lorp will wipe away the tears 
from all faces; 
he will remove the disgrace of his people 
from all the earth. 
The Lorp has spoken. 


9In that day they will say, 


“Surely this is our God; 
we trusted in him, and he saved us. 
This is the Lorp, we trusted in him; 
let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.” 


10The hand of the Lorp will rest on this 
mountain; 
but Moab will be trampled under him 
as straw is trampled down in the manure. 
They will spread out their hands in it, 
as a swimmer spreads out his hands to 
swim. 
God will bring down their pride 
despite the cleverness# of their hands. 
12He will bring down your high fortified walls 
and lay them low; 
he will bring them down to the ground, 
to the very dust. 


A Song of Praise 


Dd In that day this song will be sung in the land 
of Judah: { 


We have a strong city; 
God makes salvation 
its walls and ramparts. 
2Open the gates 
that the righteous nation may enter, 
the nation that keeps faith. 
3You will keep in perfect peace 


25:6 A Promise of Eternal Life 
The Old Testament includes only a few hints about 
resurrection and the afterlife, and this is one of the 
strongest. Isaiah follows a devastating chapter on 
God’s judgment of the whole earth (chapter 24) 
with a bright promise of a future life. Then, death 
and pain will be abolished (see 25:6-8 and 26:19), 
and God will reign with perfect justice. 


“11 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain. 
uncertain 


°8 Or judgments 


* him whose mind is steadfast, 
because he trusts in you. 
‘Trust in the Lorp forever, 
for the Lorp, the Loxo, is the Rock eternal. . 
5He humbles those who dwell on high, 
he lays the lofty city low; 
he levels it to the ground 
and casts it down to the dust. 
6Feet trample it down— 
the feet of the oppressed, 
the footsteps of the poor. 


7The path of the righteous is level; 
O upright One, you make the way of the 
righteous smooth, 
8Yes, Lorp, walking in the way of your laws, 
we wait for you; 
your name and renown 
are the desire of our hearts. 
9My soul yearns for you in the night; 
in the morning my spirit longs for you. 
When your judgments come upon the earth, 
the people of the world learn righteousness. 
10Though grace is shown to the wicked, 
they do not learn righteousness; 
even in a land of uprightness they go on doing 
evil 
and regard not the majesty of the Lorp. 
110 Lorp, your hand is lifted high, 
but they do not see it. 
Let them see your zeal for your people and be 
put to shame; 
let the fire reserved for your enemies 
consume them. 


i2Lorp, you establish peace for us; 
all that we have accomplished you have 
done for us. 
130 Lorp, our God, other lords besides you have 
ruled over us, 
but your name alone do we honor. 
14They are now dead, they live no more; 
those departed spirits do not rise. 
You punished them and brought them to ruin; 
you wiped out all memory of them. 
15You have enlarged the nation, O Lor; 
you have enlarged the nation. 
You have gained glory for yourself; 
you have extended all the borders of the 
land. 


16Lorp, they came to you in their distress; 
when you disciplined them, 
they could barely whisper a prayer.¢ 
17As a woman with child and about to give birth 
writhes and cries out in her pain, 
so were we in your presence, O Lorp. 
18We were with child, we writhed in pain, 
but we gave birth to wind. * 
We have not brought salvation to the earth; 
we have not given birth to people of the 
world. 
19But your dead will live; 
their bodies will rise. 
You who dwell in the dust, 
©16 The meaning of the Hebrew for this-clause is 


Pi BR OM) ole ee 
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wake up and shout for 10Y. ; 
Your dew is like the dew of the morning; 
the earth will mve birth to her dead. 


enter your rooms 
e doors behind you; 
es for a little while 


Deliverance of Israel 


oF that day 
the Log will punish with his sword, 
his fierce, great and powerful sword, 
Leviathan the gliding serpent, 
Leviathan the coiling serpent; 
e will slay the monster of the sea. 
n that day— 


Sing about a fruitful vineyard 
1, the Lorp, watch over it; 


| water it continually 
guard it day and night 
so that no one may harm it 


lam not angry 
nly there were briers and thorns 
confronting me! 
| would march against them in battle; 
| would set them all on fire 
Or else let them come to me for refuge; 
let them make peace with me, 
ves, let them make peace with me.” 


sys to come Jacob will take root, 
israel will bud and blossom 
and fill all the world with fruit 


Has the Lorp, struck her 
ss he struck down those who struck her? 


Has she been killed 
1s those were killed who killed her? 
“By warfare’ and exile you contend with her— 


with his fierce blast he drives her out, 
as on a day the east wind blows. 

“By this, then, will Jacob’s guilt be atoned for, 
snd this will be the full fruitage of the 

removal of his sin 

When he makes all the altar stones 
to be like chalk stones crushed to pieces, 
Asherah poles? or incense altars 

be left standing 


—_— 
27.1 A Prophecy for the World 


\0The fortified city stands desolate, 
an abandoned settlement, forsaken like the 
desert; 
there the calves graze, 
there they lie down; 
they strip its branches bare. 
11When its twigs are dry, they are broken off 
and women come and make fires with them. 
For this is a people without understanding; 
so their Maker has no compassion on them, 
and their Creator shows them no favor. 


12In that day the Lorp will thresh from the flow- 
ing Euphrates® to the Wadi of Egypt, and you, O 
Israelites, will be gathered up one by one. BAndin 
that day a great trumpet will sound. Those who 
were perishing in Assyria and those who were 
exiled in Egypt will come and worship the Lorp on. 
the holy mountain in Jerusalem. 


Woe to Ephraim 


2 8 Woe to that wreath, the pride of Ephraim’s 
4 drunkards, 
to the fading flower, his glorious beauty, 
set on the head of a fertile valley— 
to that city, the pride of those laid low by 
wine! 
2See, the Lord has one who is powerful and 
strong. 
Like a hailstorm and a destructive wind, 
like a driving rain and a flooding downpour, 
he will throw it forcefully to the ground. 
3That wreath, the pride of Ephraim’s 
drunkards, 
will be trampled underfoot. 
‘That fading flower, his glorious beauty, 
set on the head of a fertile valley, 
will be like a fig ripe before harvest—+ 
as soon as someone sees it and takes it in his 
hand, . 
he swallows it. 


5In that day the Lorp Almighty 
will be a glorious crown, 
a beautiful wreath 
for the remnant of his people. 
6He will be a spirit of justice 
to him who sits in judgment, 
a source of strength 
to those who turn back the battle at the gate. 


7And these also stagger from wine 
and reel from beer: 
Priests and prophets stagger from beer 
and are befuddled with wine; 
they reel from beer, : 
they stagger when seeing visions, 
they stumble when rendering decisions, 
4All the tables are covered with vomit 
and there is not a spot without filth. 


Most of Isaiah 1-39 concerns specific nations in the 


prophet’s own time, But chapters 24 to 27 forma 9 Who is it he is trying to teach? 

unit that seems to sum up all world history. Those To whom is he explaining his message? 
hapters contain some of Isaiah’s strongest To children weaned from their milk, 

imagery to those just taken from the breast? 

el 10For it is: 


eptuagint, the meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain 9 That is, symbols of the goddess Asherah 


w Kiver 


OO 
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Do and do, do and do, 
rule on rule, rule on rule, 
a little here, a little there.” 


Very well then, with foreign lips and strange 
tongues 
God will speak to this people, 
12to whom he said, 
“This is the resting place, let the weary rest’; 
and, “This is the place of repose’ — 
but they would not listen 
13S0 then, the word of the Lorp to them will 
become: 
Do and do, do and do, 
rule on rule, rule on rule; 
a little here, a little there— 
so that they will go and fall backward, 
be injured and snared and captured, 


14Therefore hear the word of the Lorp, you 
scoffers 
who rule this people in Jerusalem. 
15You boast, “We have entered into a covenant 
with death, 
with the grave? we have made an 
agreement. 
When an overwhelming scourge sweeps by, 
it cannot touch us, 
for we have made a lie our refuge 
and falsehood: our hiding place.” 


16So this is what the Sovereign Lor Says: 


“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 
a tested stone, 
a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; 
the one who trusts will never be dismayed. 
17] will make justice the measuring line 
and righteousness the plumb line; 
hail will sweep away your refuge, the lie, 
and water will overflow your hiding place. 
18Your.covenant with death will be annulled; 
your agreement with the grave will not 
stand, 
When the overwhelming scourge sweeps by, 
you will be beaten down by it. 
19A¢ often as it comes it will carry you away; 
morning after morning, by day and by night, 
it will sweep through.” 


The understanding of this message 
will bring sheer terror. 
20The bed is too short to stretch out on, 
the blanket too narrow to wrap around you. 
21The Lor will rise up as he did at Mount 
Perazim, 
he will rouse himself as in the Valley of 
Gibeon— 
to do his work, his strange work, 
and perform his task, his alien task. 
2Now stop your mocking, 
or your chains will become heavier; 
the Lord, the Lorp Almighty, has told me 
of the destruction decreed against the whole 
land. 
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BListen and hear my voice; “i 
pay attention and hear what I say, . ay 
24When a farmer Mee planting, dows he 
plow com ° is 
Does he keep on fe ie up and harrowing 
the soll? bet? 
25When he has leveled the surface, 
does he not sow caraway and scatter — ‘ 
cummin? 
Does he not plant wheat in its place? 
barley in its plot,4 ws 
and spelt in its field? 
26His God instructs him 
and teaches him the right way- 


27Caraway is not threshed with a sledge, 
nor is a cartwheel rolled over 
caraway is beaten out with a rod, 
and cummin with a stick. 
2%Grain must be ground to make bread; 
so one does not go'on threshing it forever. 
Though he drives the wheels of his threshing” 
cart over it, 
his horses do not grind it. 
29Alll this also comes from the Loxp Almighty, 
wonderful in counsel and magnificent in 


“i. 


wisdom. 
Woe to David's City 
2 Woe to you, Ariel, Ariel, 
the city where David 


Add year to year 
and let your cycle of festivals go on. 
2Yet I will besiege Ariel; 
she will mourn and lament, 
she will be to me like an altar hearth.¢ 
3] will encamp against you all around; 
I will encircle you with towers 
and set up my siege works against you. 
4Brought low, you will speak from. the ground; 
your speech will mumble out of the dust. 
Your voice will come ghostlike from the earth; 
out of the dust your speech will whisper. 


sBut your many enemies will become like fine 
dust, 
the ruthless hordes like blown chaff. 
Suddenly, in an instant, 
6 the Lorp Almighty will come 
with thunder and earthquake and great noise, 
with windstorm and tempest and flames of a 
devouring fire. , 


28:24 Like a Wise Farmer 


Drawing an analogy from farming, Isaiah shows 
that God varies his treatment of nations, 
on conditions. Just as different crops—grain, 


barley, caraway, cummin—require different 


farming techniques, so each nation i \. Se 
individual treatment. Those who repent 
need only light punishment, while nations” 
need further discipline. ’ ijeut 


#10 Hebrew sav lasav say laa ! ka lakav ka lakaw (possibly meaningless sounds, perhaps a mimicking of the prophets words); also in 7) 


verse 13 515 Hebrew Sheol; also in verse 18 
‘2. The Hebrew for altar hearth sounds like the Hebrew for Ariel. 


*15 Or false gods 425 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain. — 


¢ 


» 


Then the hordes of all the nations that fight 


against Ariel 
that attack her and her fortress and besiege 


her 
will be as it in with a dream, 
witha vision in the pighte= 
fas when a hungey man dreams that he is 


eat 
but he awakens, and his hunger remains; 


as when o thirsty man dreams that he is 


drinking, 
but he awakens faint, with his thirst 


unquenched 
So will it be with the hordes of all the nations 


that fight against Mount Zion 


%Be stunned and amazed, 
blind yourselves and be sightless; 
be drunk, but not from wine, 
stagger, but not from beer 
W0The Lorp has brought over you a deep sleep: 
He has sealed your eyes (the prophets); 
he has covered your heads (the seers). 


lFor you this whole vision is nothing but words 
sealed in a scroll, And if you give the scroll to 
someone who can read, and say to him, “Read 
this, please,” he will answer, “I can’t; it is sealed.” 
12Or if you give the scroll to someone who cannot 
read, and say, “Read this, please,” he will answer, 
‘I don’t know how to read.” 


\3The Lord says 


‘These people come near to me with their 
mouth 
and honor me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me. 
Their worship of me 
is made up only of rules taught by men.* 
Therefore once more I will astound these 
people 
with wonder upon wonder; 
the wisdom of the wise will perish, 
the intelligence of the intelligent will 
vanish 
15Woe to those who go to great depths 
to hide their plans from the Lorp, 
who do their work in darkness and think, 
‘Who sees us? Who will know?” 
l6You turn things upside down, 
as if the potter were thought to be like the 
clay! 
Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, 
“He did not make me’’? 
Can the pot say of the potter, 
He knows nothing’? 


'"In a very short time, will not Lebanon be 
turned into a fertile field 
and the fertile field seem like a forest? 
'*In that day the deaf will hear the words of the 
scroll, 


ISAIAH 30:5, 
the needy will rejoice in the Holy One of 


Jorael. = 
WThe ruthless will vanish, “ a 


the mockers will pear, 

and all who have a hie ev will be Cut 
down 

2ithose who with a word make a man out to be 

guilty, 

who ensnare the defender incourt 

and with false testimony ye a! 
innocent of justice. » ‘4 


wherefore this is what the Lorp, who re- 
deemed Abraham, says to the house of Jacob: 


“No longer will Jacob be ashamed; 


no longer will their faces grow pale. 
2When they see among, them their 
the work of my hands, 


they will keep my name holy; 4 
they will acknowledge the holiness of the =~ 
Holy One of Jacob, 
and will stand in awe of the God of Israel. 
Those who are wayward in spirit will gain | 
understanding; 
those who complain will accept instruction.” 


Woe to the Obstinate Nation 


30 “Woe to the obstinate children,” A, 
declares the Lorp, : 
“to those who carry out plans that are not 
mine, th 
forming an ‘alliance, but not by my Spirit, 
heaping sin upon sin; i Dad 
2who go down to Egypt re 5 
without consulting me; 
who look for help to Pharaoh’s protection, 
to Egypt's shade for refuge. ‘ 
3But Pharaoh's protection will be to your 
shame, 
Egypt's shade will bring you disgrace. 
4Though they have officials in Zoan 
and their envoys have arrived in Hanes, 
Severyone will be put to shame 
because of a people useless tothem, 
who bring neither help nor advantage, 
but only shame and disgrace.” il 


30:1 Isaiah in His Prime 

Isaiah delivered the messages of 

the peak ot Nes Rea) Uno 

pllbepl ions we 

ranken, seating polticion, 25:1 (2) to those 

wena on tet bees ot thas wae 

faith, 29:1; (3) to those who hide their plans from 

God (possibly referring to secret political 

intrigues), 29:15; (4) to the pro-Egyptian 

lobbying fra politcal lance, 30:1; ( re 30, i ae 

who trust in mili (horses and 


ae 


and out of gloom and darkness the Assyrian Eaiphad would 
; the eyes of the blind will see. day. “ss ede 
“Once more the humble will rejoice in the Lorp; 
‘ebrew. Septuagint They worship me in vain, / their teachings are but roles taught by men 
he 
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®An oracle concerning the animals of the Negev: it may be an everlasting witness. 22 


Through a land of hardship and distress, " sThese are rebellious people, deceitful 
of lions and lionesses, fi ; 
of adders and darting snakes, ee listen to thé Loro’s . 
the oe ae their riches on donkeys” They say to the zs 5 ; 
: ” pecieiess- rag 

their treasures on the humps of camels, scan psec ‘3 
to that unprofitable nation, es pees a a ViGEeR Skea 

to Egypt, whose help is utterly useless. bie Thi ibs, 
Therefore | call her Tell us Pe oa 

Rahab the Do-Nothing prophesy illusions; 

Leave this way, 


Go now, write it on a tablet for them, get off this path, 


scribe it on a scroll, and stop confronting us 
‘or the days to come with the Holy One of Israel! 


x —_ 


A Time of Crisis 
Defeat seemed certain to everyone but Isaiah 


Assyria will fall by a sword that is not of man." 31:8 > 
AS two dismal decades under King Ahaz, Judah finally saw a ray of hope when Hezekiah 
ascended the throne. Second Kings summarizes his reign this way: “There was no one like 
him among all the kings of Judah, either before him or after him” (2 Kings 18:5). 
Isaiah reached the peak of his ministry under King Hezekiah, who often sought his advice. The 
king needed Isaiah's help; he had inherited a kingdom in mortal danger from syria. 


Protesting a Foolish Rebellion 
How could Judah break free from Assyrian 
thought of joining with other countries. Both Egy, 


Judah as an ally. 

Isaiah, however, said no. He urged Hezekiah to trust only in God. To dramatize his point, the 
court prophet did a shocking thing: he stalked around stripped and barefoot for three years as a 
protest against the pro-Egypt lobby (20:1-6). This protest forms the background for some of the 
strongest speeches in Isaiah’s book (chapters 18-20; 30-31). 

Isaiah’s protest failed, however. Not even Hezekiah could resist the temptation to oppose 
Assyria. First, he shored up the defenses of Jerusalem and built up the city’s water supplies. Then, 


he formed an alliance of small kingdoms and led an outright rebellion against Assyria. 


Revenge of an Empire 
Assyria fought back. Its armies smas! 
200,150 captives. The Assyrian king deman 
mockingly described as “a bird in a cage.” 
Hezekiah; cowering under siege in Jerusalem, once more turned to Isaiah for advice. Should he 
surrender? Assyrian soldiers were already pressing in around the walls, hurling insults at the 


demoralized citizens inside. 
Isaiah avoided an “I told you so” attitude. Against all odds, he again recommended prayer and 
reliance on the power of God. Have faith, he said; don’t surrender, don’t fear. Assyria will return 


home, wounded (37:5-7). 
Isaiah's deep courage and optimism raised the morale of all Jerusalem. And in a spectacular way 
(37:36; also 2 Kings 19), God took care of the Assyrian army. 


domination? Like other kings before him, Hezekiah 
pt and a rising Babylon seemed eager to court 


hed into Judah, leveling 46 walled cities and carrying away 
ded huge sums of money from Hezekiah, whom he 


An Authentic Hero 
Chapters 18-35 contain Isaiah's messages 
that stirred a desperate nation to faith. Wit! 
surrendered. 
Many of the prophets of Israel and Judah were loners, voices “crying in the wilderness.” Isaiah 
was an exception. He had the king's ear ata critical moment in Judah’s history. Because of his 
down in history as a great statesman and hero. 


effectiveness, Isaiah went 
Life Questions: In your life, what experience has called for the most courage and faith? How did you 


respond at the time? 


from this period, including many of the very words 
hout his inspiring example, Jerusalem might have 


ene 


LET veretore, thie te what ve Hoty One of lene 


way 
ceo vou have FOheckedE Chie (ren sage: 
CL any REE 
depended an deoett 
Jiro ain Will Decor fae vou 
like a hugh wall, cracked ane ulti, 
that collapses suddenty, i a0 (nvetant 
At will break in pee like pottery 
ehatrered so meredlemaly 
siooos HOE a Cragment WHT be 


Hes 


that annoy tS F 
tound 
king coals fron @ hearth 


tor ta 
sing water OULOL A CIStORN 


OF SOOOF 


This is what the Sovereign Lore, the Holy 


One of Israel, says 


In repentance and rest is your salvation 
in quietness and trust is Your strength, 
but you would have none ofit 

No, we will flee on horses.” 


You said 
Therefore you will flee! 
You said, ‘We will ride off on swift horses.” 


Therefore your pursuers will be swift! 
ITA thousand will flee 

at the threat of one, 
at the threat of five 

you will all flee away 
till you are left 

like a flagstaff on a mountaintop, 

like a banner on a hill.” 


18Yet the Lorv longs to be gracious to you; 
he rises to show you compassion. 
For the Lorp is a God of justice 
Blessed are all who wait for him! 


XO people of Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you 
will weep no more. How gracious he will be when 
you ery for help! As soon as he hears, he will 
answer you. Although the Lord gives you the 
bread of adversity and the water of affliction, your 
teachers will be hidden no more; with your own 
eyes you Will see them. 2!Whether you turn to the 
right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice 
behind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.” 
2Then you will defile your idols overlaid with sil- 
ver and your images covered with gold; you will 
throw them away like a menstrual cloth and say to 
them, “Away with you!” 


23He will also send you rain for the seed you sow 
in the ground, and the food that comes from the 
land will be rich and plentiful. In that day your 
cattle will graze in broad meadows. 74The oxen 
and donkeys that work the soil will eat fodder and 
mash, spread out with fork and shovel. 25In the 
day of great slaughter, when the towers fall, 
streams of water will flow on every high mountain 
and every lofty hill. 22The moon will shine like the 
sun, and the sunlight will be seven times brighter, 
like the light of seven full days, when the Lorp 
binds up the bruises of his people and heals the 
wounds he inflicted. 


27See, the Name of the Lorp comes from afar, 


ISATAME S18 


with burning anger and dense clouds of 
mrnake, 
Jibe Hye are Call OF wernt, 
atvel Hie onmue (ea conning Fite, 
Mh tia breathy te Tike a yin LOE FONL, 
rining aap to the 6 
He whakes the nations inthe sieve of 
dleatruction, 
he places (in the jaws OF the peoples . 
a bit that leads then asteay, 


PAnd you will eng 
‘aw ony the night you celebrate a holy festival) 
your hearts will rejoice 
aa when peaple go Ri with flutes 
to the mountain oF the Low, 
to the Roek of Israel, 
WThe Lown will cause men to hear hie majestic 
voice 
and will make them see his arn coming 
down 
with raging anger and consuming fire, 
with cloudburst, thunderstorm and hail,” 
WThe voice of the Loxv will shatter Assyria; 
with his scepter he will strike them down. 
“Every stroke the Lorp lays on them 
with his punishing: 
will be to the music of tambourines and harps, 
‘as he fights them in battle with the blows 
his arm. \ 
“Topheth has long been prepared; 
it has been made ready for the king. 
Its fire pit has been made deep and wide, 
with an abundance of fire and wood; 
the breath of the Lorp, 
like a stream of burning sulfur, 
sets it ablaze. 


Woe to Those Who Rely on Egypt 


31 Woes, those who go down to Egypt for 
elp, 
who rely on horses, 
who trust in the multitude of their chariots 
and in the great strength of their horsemen, 
but do not look to the Holy One of Israel, 
or seek help from the Loro. 
2Yet he too is wise and can bring disaster; 
he does not take back his words. 
He will rise up against the house of the wicked, 
against those who help evildoers. 
3But the Egyptians are men and not God; 
their horses are flesh and not spirit. 
When the Lorp stretches out his hand, 
he who helps will stumble, 
he who is helped will fall; 
both will perish together. 


ES 


30:27 An End to Punishment 

Isaiah spares no words in his fierce descriptions of 
the punishment awaiting Judah. But as this chapter 
shows, the punishment will reach an end, and then 
God will turn on the surrounding evil nations. The 
fire of judgment will culminate in Topheth (verse 
33), a valley near Jerusalem where human ty 
sacrifices were offered to the god Molech. 
TEESE EEE 
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4This is what the Lorp says to me: Hie melee evil schemes 
w A » to destroy the poor with lies, + 
‘Asa lion growls, _ even when the plea of the needy is just. te, 
a great lion over his prey— . 
But the noble man makes noble plans, 

and though a whole band of shepherds and by noble de fe stands: - r 
is called together against him, eds he stands: . 

he is not frightened by their shouts The Women of Jerusalem 


or disturbed by their clamor— 
so the Lorp Almighty will come down 

to do battle on Mount Zion and on its 

heights. 

SLike birds hovering overhead, 

the Lorp Almighty will shield Jerusalem; 
he will shield it and deliver it, 

he will ‘pass over’ it and will rescue 1G 


6Return to him you have so greatly revolted 
against, O Israelites. 7For in that day every one of 
you will reject the idols of silver and gold your 
sinful hands have made 


8" Assyria will fall by a sword that is not of man; 
a sword, not of mortals, will devour them. 
They will flee before the sword 
and their young men will be put to forced 
labor. 
9Their stronghold will fall because of terror; 
at sight of the battle standard their 
commanders will panic,” 
declares the Lorp, 
whose fire is in Zion, 
whose furnace is in Jerusalem 


The Kingdom of Righteousness 


pe See, a king will reign in righteousness 
3 and rulers will rule with justice. 
2Each man will be like a shelter from the wind 
and a refuge from the storm, 
like streams of water in the desert 
and the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty 
land, 


3Then the eyes of those who see will no longer 
be closed, 
and the ears of those who hear will listen. 
4The mind of the rash will know and 
understand, 
and the stammering tongue will be fluent 
and clear. 
5No longer will the fool be called noble 
nor the scoundrel be highly respected. 
6For the fool speaks folly, 
his mind is busy with evil: 
He practices ungodliness 
and spreads error concerning the LoRD; 
the hungry he leaves empty 
and from the thirsty he withholds water. 
7The scoundrel’s methods are wicked, 


a 


32:1 Shifting Stance in Time 
Isaiah’s writings often shift confusingly, describing 
the present surroundings and then moving on to 
predict the future. At times Isaiah even projects 
himself into the future, writing in the past tense 
about events that have not yet happened. Note the 
shifting time sequence in this chapter. 


—— 


9You women who are so complacent, 
rise up and listen to me; 
you daughters who feel secure, 
hear what I have to say! 
10Jn little more than a year 
you who feel secure will tremble; 
the grape harvest will fail, 
and the harvest of fruit will not come. 
Tremble, you complacent women; 
shudder, you daughters who feel secure! 
Strip off your clothes, 
put sackcloth around your waists. 
12Beat your breasts for the pleasant fields, 
for the fruitful vines 
13and for the land of my. people, 
a land overgrown with thorns and briers— 
yes, mourn for all houses of merriment 
and for this city of revelry. 
1sThe fortress will be abandoned, 
the noisy city deserted; 
citadel and watchtower will become a t 
wasteland forever, 
the delight of donkeys, a pasture for flocks, 
15¢ill the Spirit is poured upon us from on high, 
and the desert becomes a fertile field, 
and the fertile field seems like a forest. 
\Justice will dwell in the desert 
and righteousness live in the fertile field. 
\7The fruit of righteousness will be peace; 
the effect of righteousness will be quietness 
and confidence forever. 
18My people will live in peaceful dwelling places, 
in secure homes, 
in undisturbed places of rest. 
1\9Though hail flattens the forest 
and the city is leveled completely, 
20how blessed you will be, 
sowing your seed by every stream, 
and letting your cattle and donkeys range 
free. : 


Distress and Help 


33 Woe to you, O destroyer, 
you who have not been destroyed! 
Woe to you, O traitor, 
you who have not been betrayed! 
When you stop destroying, 
you will be destroyed; 
when you stop betraying, 
you will be betrayed. 


20 Lorp, be gracious to us; 
we long for you. 

Be our strength every morning, 
our salvation in time of distress. 

3At the thunder of your voice, the peoples flee; 
when you rise up, the nations scatter. 

4Your plunder, O nations, is harvested as by 

young locusts; — 


611 


like a swarm of locusts men pounce On it 


sThe Lor is exalted, for he dwells on high; 
he will fill Zion with justice and 
righteousness 
oHe will be the sure founda 
@ rich store of salvation 


knowledge 
the fear of the LorD 1s the key to this 


treasure. 


ation for your times, 
and wisdom and 


"Look, their brave men cry aloud in the streets; 
the envoys of peace weep bitterly: 
sThe highways are deserted 


nor any of its ropes broken. 
2\There the Loxp will be our Mighty One. 
Tt will be like a place of broad rivers and 


streams. 
No galley with oars will ride them, 
no mighty ship will sail them, 
2For the Lorp is our judge, 
the Lorp is our lawgiver, 4 
the Lorn is our king; 
it is he who will save us, 


Your rigging hangs loose: 
The mast is not held secure, 
the sail is not spread. 


no travelers are on the roads. 

The treaty is broken, 
its witnesses? are despised, 
no one is respected 

°The land mourns® and wastes away, 
Lebanon is ashamed and withers; 

Sharon is like the Arabah, 
ind Bashan and Carmel drop their leaves. 


Now will | arise,” says the Lorp. 
Now will I be exalted; 
w will | be lifted up. 
LYou conceive chaff 
u give birth to straw, 
your breath is a fire that consumes you. 
LThe peoples will be burned as if to lime; 
like cut thornbushes they will be set ablaze.” 


Then an abundance of spoils will be divided 
‘and even the lame will carry off plunder. 
24No one living in Zion will say, “Lam il!” 
and the sins of those who dwell there will be 
forgiven. 


Judgment Against the Nations — 


4 Come near, you nations, and listen; 
3 pay attention, you peoples! ‘ 
Let the earth hear, and all that is in it, 
the world, and all that comes out of it! 
2The Lorp is angry with all nations; 
his wrath is upon all their armies. 
He will totally destroy4 them, 
he will give them over to slaughter. 
3Their slain will be thrown out, 
their dead bodies will send up a stench; 
the mountains will be soaked with their 
blood. 
4All the stars of the heavens will be dissolved 
and the sky rolled up like a scroll; 5 
all the starry host will fall 
like withered leaves from the vine, 
like shriveled figs from the fig tree. 


5My sword has drunk its fill in the heavens; 
see, it descends in judgment on Edom, 
the people I have totally destroyed. 

The sword of the Lorn is bathed in blood, 
it is covered with fat— 

the blood of lambs and goats, 
fat from the kidneys of rams. 

For the Lorp has a sacrifice in Bozrah 
and a great slaughter in Edom. 

7And the wild oxen will fall with them, 
the bull calves and the great bulls. 

Their land will be drenched with blood, 
and the dust will be soaked with fat. 


You who are far away, hear what I have done; 
you who are near, acknowledge my power! 
‘The sinners in Zion are terrified; 
trembling grips the godless: 
Who of us can dwell with the consuming fire? 
Who of us can dwell with everlasting 
burning?’ 
He who walks righteously 
and speaks what is right, 
who rejects gain from extortion 
and keeps his hand from accepting bribes, 
who stops his ears against plots of murder 
and shuts his eyes against contemplating 
evil 
16this is the man who will dwell on the heights, 
whose refuge will be the mountain fortress. 
His bread will be supplied, 
and water will not fail him. 


\7Your eyes will see the king in his beauty 
and view a land that stretches afar. 
18In your thoughts you will ponder the former 
terror: 
“Where is that chief officer? 
Where is the one who took the revenue? 
Where is the officer in charge of the towers?” 
19You will see those arrogant people no more, 
those people of an obscure speech, 
with their strange, incomprehensible tongue. 


34:1 Isaiah the Historian 


Isaiah’s book includes many references to nations 
and leaders of his day. Perhaps more thanvany 
other prophet, Isaiah had a deep sense of history. 
In fact, he wrote a life of King Uzziah and a record 
of the rulers of Israel and Judah (see 2 Chronicles 
26:22; 32:32). Although neither of these books has 
survived, the one that bears his name gives a 
blow-by-blow analysis of all the nations of his time. 


20Look upon Zion, the city of our festivals; 
your eyes will see Jerusalem, 
a peaceful abode, a tent that will not be 
moved; 
its stakes will never be pulled up, 


“6 Or isa treasure from him +8 Dead Sea Scrolls; Masoretic Text / the cities £9 Or dries up 42 The Hebrew term refers to 
the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the Logo, often by totally destroying them; also in verse 5. 
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SFor the Lorp has a day of vengeance, 
a year of retribution, to uphold Zion's cause, 
*Edom’s streams will be turned into pitch, 
her dust into burning sulfur; 
her land will become blazing pitch! 
It will not be quenched night and day; 
its smoke will rise forever 
From generation to generation it will lie 
desolate; 
no one will ever pass through it again 
The desert owl! and screech owl will possess 
it; 
the great owl and the raven will nest there, 
God will stretch out over Edom 
the measuring line of chaos 
and the plumb line of desolation. 
2Her nobles will have nothing there to be called 
a kingdom, 
all her princes will vanish away. 
13Thorns will overrun her citadels, 
nettles and brambles her strongholds. 
She will become a haunt for jackals, 
a home for owls. 
14Desert creatures will meet with hyenas, 
and wild goats will bleat to each other; 
there the night creatures will also repose 
and find for themselves places of rest. 
1SThe ow! will nest there and lay eggs, 
she will hatch them, and care for her young 
under the shadow of her wings; 
there also the falcons will gather, 
each with its mate. 


16Look in the scroll of the Lorp and read: 


None of these will be missing, 
not one will lack her mate. 
For it is his mouth that has given the order, 
and his Spirit will gather them together. 
17He allots their portions; 
his hand distributes them by measure. 
They will possess it forever 
and dwell there from generation to 
generation. 


Joy of the Redeemed 


3 The desert and the parched land will be 
glad; 
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. 
Like the crocus, 2it will burst into bloom; 
it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. 
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, 
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; 
they will see the glory of the Lorp, 
the splendor of our God. 


3Strengthen the feeble hands, 
steady the knees that give way; 
4say to those with fearful hearts, 
“Be strong, do not fear; 
your God will come, 
he will come with vengeance; 
with divine retribution 
he will come to save you.” 


5Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 


+11 The precise identification of these birds is uncertain. 
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and the ears of the deaf unstopped, 
6Then will the lame leap like a deer, 


and the mute shout for joy. 
Water will gush fortin the wilderness 


and streams in the desert 
TThe burning sand will become 4 pool, 
the thirsty ground bubbling springs. 
In the haunts where jackals once lay, 
grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 


SAnd a highway will be there; 
it will be called the Way of Holiness. 
The unclean will not journey on ity 
it will be for those who walk in that Way; 
wicked fools will not go about on itt 
9No lion will be there, 
nor will any ferocious beast get up on it; 
they will not be found there. 
But only the redeemed will walk there, 
10 and the ransomed of the Loxp will return, 
They will enter Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy will crown their heads. 
Gladness and joy will overtake them, 
and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 


Sennacherib Threatens Jerusalem 


In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah’s 
3 reign, Sennacherib king of Assyria attacked 
all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them. 
2Then the king of Assyria sent his field com- 
mander with a large army from Lachish to King 
Hezekiah at Jerusalem, When the commander 
stopped at the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the 
road to the Washerman’s Field, 3Eliakim son of 
Hilkiah the palace administrator, Shebna the sec- 
retary, and Joah son of Asaph the recorder went 
out to him. 
‘The field commander said to them, ‘Tell Heze- 
kiah, 


“This is what the great king, the king of 
Assyria, says: On what are you basing this 
confidence of yours? 5You say you have strat- 
egy and military strength—but you speak 
only empty words. On whom are you de- 
pending, that you rebel against me? ¢Look 
now, you are depending on Egypt, that splint- 
ered reed of a staff, which pierces a man’s 
hand and wounds him if he leans on it! Such is 
Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who depend on 
him. 7And if you say to me, “We are depend- 
ing on the Lorp our God’’—isn’t he the one 
whose high places and altars Hezekiah re- 
moved, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, “You 
must worship before this altar’? 

8” ‘Come now, make a bargain with my 
master, the king of Assyria: I will give you two 
thousand horses—if you can put riders on 
them! 9How then can you repulse one officer 
of the least of my master’s officials, even 
though you are depending on Egypt for chari- 
ots and horsemen? Furthermore, have I 
come to attack and destroy this land without 
the Lorp? The Lorp himself told me to march 
against this country and destroy it.’ ” 


°8 Or / the simple will not stray from it 


in Aramaic, since we understand it to 
us in Hebrew in the hearing of the people on the 


filth and drink their own urine?” 
13Then the commander stood and called out in 
Hebrew, “Hear the words of the great king, the 
king of Assyria! "This is what the king says: Do 
not Jet Hezekiah deceive you. He cannot deliver 
you! '5Do not let Hezekiah persuade you to trustin 
the Lorp when he says, The Lorp will surely 
deliver us; this city will not be given into the hand 
of the king of Assyria.” : 
1Do not listen to Hezekiah. This is what the 
king of Assyria says; Make peace with me and 
come out to me. Then every one of you will eat 
from his own vine and fig tree and drink water 
from his own cistern, '7until L come and take you to 
a land like your own—a land of grain and new 
wine, a land of bread and vineyards. 
1*"Do not let Hezekiah mislead you when he 
says, ‘The Loxo will deliver us." Has the god of any 
natian ever delivered his land from the hand of the 
king of Assyria? "Where are the gods of Hamath 
and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim? 
Have they rescued Samaria from my hand? Who 
of all the gods of these countries has been able to 
save his land from me? How then can the Lorp 
deliver Jerusalem from my hand?” 
21But the people remained silent and said noth- 
ing in reply, because the king had commanded, 
“Do not answer him.” 
2Then tliakim son of Hilkiah the palace admin- 
istrator, Shebna the secretary, and Joah son of 
Asaph the recorder went to Hezekiah, with their 
clothes torn, and told him what the field com- 
mander had said. 


Jerusalem's Deliverance Foretold 


When King Hezekiah heard this, he tore his 
3 clothes and put on sackcloth and went into 
the temple of the Lorp. 2He sent Eliakim the pal- 
ace administrator, Shebna the secretary, and the 
leading priests, all wearing sackcloth, to the 
prophet Isaiah son of Amoz. 3They told him, “This 
is what Hezekiah says: This day is a day of distress 
and rebuke and disgrace, as when children come 
to the point of birth and there is no strength to 


36:11 Fear in the City 

The ian commander showed great skill in 
the residents of Jerusalem. 

King Hezekiah’s own officials were terrified 

(36:22-37:4). Only Isaiah stood firm in believing 

: 5 e 

contempt for these very officials of Hezekiah. 


word the Lorp ha 
The D 
*9 That is, from the upper Nile region 20 Dead Ses Sevotl ee sino 2 
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tosses her head as you flee 
Who is it you have insulted and blasphemed? 
Against whom have you raised your voice 
and lifted your eyes in pride? 
Against the Holy One of Israel! 
“By your messengers 
you have heaped insults on the Lord 
And you have said, 
‘With my many chariots. 
I have ascended the heights of the mountains, 
the utmost heights of Lebanon, 
I have cut down its tallest cedars, 
the choicest of its pines 
Ihave reached its remotest heights, 
the finest of its forests. 
251 have dug wells in foreign lands 
and drunk the water there. 
With the soles of my feet 
T have dried up all the streams of Egypt.’ 


26"Have you not heard? 
Long ago I ordained it. 
In days of old I planned it; 
now I[ have brought it to pass, 
that you have turned fortified cities 
into piles of stone 
27Their people, drained of power, 
are dismayed and put to shame. 
- They are like plants in the field, 
like tender green shoots, 
like grass sprouting on the roof, 
scorched before it grows up. 


28’’But I know where you stay 
and when you come and go 
and how you rage against me. 

29Because you rage against me 
and because your insolence has reached my 

ears, 

I will put my hook in your nose 
and my bit in your mouth, 

and I will make you return 
by the way you came, 


30 This will be the sign for you, O Hezekiah: 


“This year you will eat what grows by itself, 
and the second year what springs from that. 
But in the third year sow and reap, 
plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
31Once more a remnant of the house of Judah 
will take root below and bear fruit above. 
32For out of Jerusalem will come a remnant, 
and out of Mount Zion a band of survivors. 
The zeal of the Lorv Almighty 
will accomplish this. 


33Therefore this is what the Lorp says concern- 
ing the king of Assyria: 


“He will not enter this city 
or shoot an arrow here 
He will not come before it with shield 
or build a siege ramp against it. 
By the way that he came he will return; 


#25 Dead Sea Scrolls (see also 2 Kings 19:24); Masoretic Text does not have im forrign lands: 27 Some: 
Text, Dead Sea Scrolis and some Septuagint manuscripts (see also 2 Kings 19:26); most manuscripts of the 
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he will nat anemia ty.” 


1 will defend and save it, 
for my sake the pake Ded iy, ap 
mervanitl” sd 


“Then the angel of the Lone wet out and put ms 
ta denth» undead and aighy-ve Sean ta 
nthe ncamp. When 
next mornngeo tian were all the dead 


Sennacherib king of broke camp. 
drew, He ane! soe 


Sharezer cut him down with the sword, ty 
escaped to the land of Ararat. And Esarhaddon 
son succeeded him as king. wee 


Hezekiah’s Illness 7 


38 In those days Hezekiah became ill and was ~ 
at the point of death, Leeda timer ~ 

of Amoz went to him and said, is what the 

Loxp says: Put your house in order, because you 

are going to die; you will not recover.” 

2Hezekiah turned his face to the walland 
to the Loxp, ¥‘Remember, O Lox, how I have 
walked before you faithfully and with wholeheart- 
ed devotion and have done what is: good tn Your” 
eyes.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 

‘Then the word of the Lon came to Isaiah: #”Go 
and tell Hezekiah, ‘This is what the Loup, the God 
of your father David, says; | have heard your 
prayer and seen your tears; | will add fifteen years 
to your life. ‘And | will deliver you and thie cy 


shadow cast by the sun go back the ten steps it has . 
gone down on the stai of Ahaz.’” So the 
sunlight went back the ten steps it had gone down. 


noes and eeptey a En 
illness and recovery: 


—_—_—_:...'"||7—__ 
38:1 A Bridge Between Two 
Parts ‘ 
Unlike the rest of the book, chapters 36-39 mainly 
spt of en i ena 
al 

18:19-20:19) record the central crises in the lives _ 

of Isaiah and King Hezekiah, and form a 
connecting bridge in the book. They introduce the 
shi empha ay chaps 35) : 


Wh said, “Ln the prime of my lite 
must I go through the gates of death 
and be robbed of the of my years?” 
U1 said, “Lwill not again see the Lor, 
the Loup, in the land of the living; 
no longer will | look on mankind, 
or be with those Who now dwell in this 
world," 
hepherd’s tent my house 
1 pulled down and taken from me, 
Like a weaver | have rolled up my life, 
and he has cut me off from the loom; 
day and night you made an end of me; 
MM waited patiently till dawn, 
but like a lion he broke all my bones; 
day and night you made an end of me. 
M4] cried like a swift or thrush, 
I moaned like a mourning dove 
My eyes grew weak as | looked to the heavens, 
1am troubled; O Lord, come to my aid!” 


IsBut what can I say? 
He has spoken to me, and he himself has 
done this: 
1 will walk humbly all my years 
because of this anguish of my soul 
I6Lord, by such things men live; 
and my spirit finds life in them too, 
You restored me to health 
and let me live 
\7Surely it was for my benefit 
that I suffered such anguish. 
In your love you kept me 
from the pit of destruction; 
you have put all my sins 
behind your back. 
\8For the grave¢ cannot praise you, 
death cannot sing your praise; 
those who go down to the pit 
cannot hope for your faithfulness. 
\9The living, the living—they praise you, 
as | am doing today; 
fatners tell their children 
about your faithfulness 


20The Lorp will save me, 

and we will sing with stringed instruments 
all the days of our lives 

in the temple of the Lorp. 


2i[saiah had said, “Prepare a poultice of figs and 
apply it to the boil, and he will recover.” 

2Hezekiah had asked, ‘‘What will be the sign 
that I will go up to the temple of the Lorp?”’ 


Envoys From Babylon 


At that time Merodach-Baladan son of Bala- 
39 dan king of Babylon sent Hezekiah letters 
and a gift, because he had heard of his illness and 
recovery. 2Hezekiah received the envoys gladly 
and showed them what was in his storehouses— 
the silver, the gold, the spices, the fine oil, his 
entire armory and everything found among his 
treasures. There was nothing in his palace or in all 


«10,18 Hebrew Sheol 


calling in the desert: | “Prepare the way for the LORD 


°11 A few Hebrew manuscripts; most Hebrew manuscripts in the place of cessation 
43 Hebrew; Septuagint make straight the paths of our God 
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his kingdom that Hezekiah did ‘ 
yThen Isaiah the tto! nye 
and asked, “What did those way, r 


did they come from?” 

“From a distant land,” Hezekiah replied, “They 
came to me from Babylon.” 

“The prophet asked, “What did they see in your 
palace?” eal 

“They saw everything in my palace,” Hezekiah 
said, “There is nothing among my treasures that 1 
did not show them.” 

SThen Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word — 
of the Lorp Almighty; The time will surely come 
when everything in your palace, and all that your 
fathers have stored up until this day, will be car- 
ried off to Babylon, Nothing will be left, says the 
Lorp. 7And some of your descendants, your own 
flesh and blood who will be born to you, will be 
taken away, and they will become eunuchs in the 
palace of the king of Babylon.” 4 

8’The word of the Lorp you have spoken is 
good,” Hezekiah replied. For he thought, “There 
will be peace and security in my lifetime.” , 


Comfort for God’s People 


4 Comfort, comfort my people, 
says your God. 

2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and proclaim to her 

that her hard service has been completed, 
that her sin has been paid for, 

that she has received from the Lorp’s hand 
double for all her sins. " 


3A voice of one calling: 
“In the desert prepare sue 
the way for the Lorp¢; k 
make straight in the wilderness 
a highway for our God.» ’ 
4Every valley shall be raised up, W 
every mountain and hill made low; 
the rough ground shall become level, 
the rugged places a plain. 
5And the glory of the Lorp will be revealed, 
and all mankind together will see it. 
For the mouth of the Lorp has 
spoken.” 
6A voice says, “Cry out.” 
And I said, “What shall I cry?” 


“All men are like grass, , 
and all their glory is like the flowers of the 
field. 7 
7The grass withers and the flowers fall, — — 
because the breath of the Lorp blows‘on 
them. 
Surely the people are grass. * 
8The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
but the word of our God stands forever.” 


9You who bring good tidings to Zion, _ 


go up on a high mountain. ‘ 
You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem,¢ 
lift up your voice with a shout, . 


«3 Or A voice of one 
*9 Or O Zion, bringer 


of good tidings, / go up on a high mountain. | O Jerusalem, bringer of good tidings 
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A New Song earn, 


A dramatic change in tone: comfort and hope for the worst of times 


Those who hope in the Loro will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 40:31 
hange in the very first words of chapter 40. “Comfort, comfort my people, 
ak tenderly to Jerusalem and presi to her that her hard service has 
completed.” Soft, reassuring words replace the harsh warnings of Isaiah's earlier chapters. 

During much of Isaiah’s lite, Judah was confident and strong. But the prophecies beginning in 
chapter 40 project forward to a radically different scene. The land of Judah has been devastated, 
and the Jews have been taken captive. Jerusalem lies in ruins. Some 200 years separate what is 
described in the first part of Isaiah from the latter part. (Many scholars believe these later 


prophecies were given by another prophet.) 


fou can sense the cl 
says your God. Spe: 


What Happened in the Meantime . 
To understand the rest of the book of Isaiah, you need to understand what happened in those 
200 years. The confident nation Isaiah once knew slid further and further downward. At the same 
time a new empire, Babylon, gained strength. This new enemy invaded Judah. 
The armies of Babylon did something no army had accomplished since King David's time: they 
conquered Jerusalem itself. Siege engines breached the walls. Judah’s king was led out of 
Jerusalem, blinded. Their homes destroyed, most of the city’s inhabitants followed their king in 


chains. The dark period of Babylonian captivity began. 

Prophets of this period, and those who prophesied in advance about the coming catastrophes, ' 
faced huge questions. Was God abandonin his “eternal” throne of David? How could he watch 
in silence as his own nation—his own temple—was ripped to shreds by pagan armies? 


Three Great Hopes 
circumstances, Isaiah 40-66 shifts into a new key. Gone are the bleak 
ht breaks 


Reflecting the change in 
predictions of judgment on the Jews. Instead, a majestic message of hope and joy and li 
in, beginning with the opening words of comfort. The prophet sets out to re-establish faith in 


God. 
What happened to Judah, Isaiah teaches, was not God's defeat. God had in mind a new thing, a 
plan far more grand than anything seen before. 

The author of Isaiah expresses the plan as a series of wonderful reasons for hope. First, he says, 
will come deliverance from the Babylonian cape: A new star, a ruler named Cyrus, will arise in 
the east and set the Jews free. He will allow them to return to Jerusalem to begin the long task of 
rebuilding a city and a nation. Chapters 40-48 detail God's confident predictions about Cyrus and 


the relief he would give captive Jews. 
Indeed, just such a ruler did ascend to the throne in ancient Persia (present-day Iran). Cyrus 
smashed Babylon’s armies in one decisive battle. As recorded in Ezra 1:1-4, he granted the Jews 


permission to return to their city and rebuild. 
in words that have become very familiar, the book of Isaiah tells of two further hopes for the 
future, A mysterious figure called “the servant” appears in chapter 49. That servant, through his 
suffering, would provide a way to rescue the entire world. Finally, in conclusion, the prophet 
turns to a faraway time, when God will usher in peace for all in a new heaven and new earth. 
“The Holy One of Israel” (one of Isaiah’s favorite names for God) will rule as the God of the 


whole earth. 


Surviving Tough Times 
le who first heard it. The Jews, facing a 


Isaiah 40-66 had inmente Pais value for the peor 
series of great crises, needed the prophet’s message of hope: forgiveness was on the way; t 


Jews, though scattered, would one day be gathered “one by one,” 
Further, Isaiah teaches that no matter how difficult the circumstances, God can use them for 


our benefit. Again and again in the Israelites’ history, good times led to decadence. In contrast, 
times of suffering tested and refined the true people of God. Ultimately, suffering would lead to 


the salvation of all the world. 
Life Questions: Try to put yourself in the circumstances of the Jews back then. Would you have found 


the prophet’s words comforting? 
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lift it up, do not be afraid; 
say to the towns of Judah, 
“Here is your God!” 
See, Lorp comes with power, 
and his arm rules for him 
See, his reward is with him, 
and his recompense accompanies him 
UHe tends his flock like a shepherd 
He gathers the lambs in his arms 
and carries them close to his heart; 
he gently leads those that have young. 


ured the waters in the hollow of 


or with the breadth of his hand marked off 
the heavens? 

Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, 
or weighed the mountains on the scales 
and the hills in a balance? 

Who has understood the mind of the Loxp, 
or instructed him as his counselor? 

'4Whom did the Lorp consult to enlighten him, 
and who taught him the right way? 

Who was it that taught him knowledge 
or showed him the path of understanding? 


'5Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; 
they are regarded as dust on the scales; 
he weighs the islands as though they were 

fine dust 

'6Lebanon is not sufficient for altar fires, 
nor its animals enough for burnt offerings. 

Before him all the nations are as nothing; 
they are regarded by him as worthless 
and less than nothing. 

18To whom, then, will you compare God? 
What image will you compare him to? 

!9As for an idol, a craftsman casts it, 
and a goldsmith overlays it with gold 
and fashions silver chains for it. 

20A man too poor to present such an offering 
selects woud that will not rot. 

He looks for a skilled craftsman 

to set up an idol that will not topple. 


21Do you not know? 
Have you not heard? 
Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood since the earth 
was founded? 
2He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, 
and its people are like grasshoppers. 
He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, 
and spreads them out like a tent to live in. 
23He brings princes to naught 
and reduces the rulers of this world to 
nothing. 
24No sooner are they planted, 
no sooner are they sown, 
no sooner do they take root in the ground, 
than he blows on them and they wither, 
and a whirlwind sweeps them away like 
chaff. 


To whom will you compare me? 
Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One. 


“13 Or Spinit; or spirit *2 Or/ whom victory meets at every step 
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*Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: 


Who created all these? 
He who brings out the starry host one by one, 


and calle them each by name, 
Becaune of his great power and mighty ,) 
strength, 
not one of therm is missing, 
why do you say, O Jacob, 
and complain, O Israel, 
“My way is hidden from the Lorn; 
my eause is disregarded by my God’? 
Do you net know? 
Have you not heard? 
The Loro Is the everlasting God, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
He will not grow tired or weary, 
and his understanding no one can fathom. 
He gives strength to the weary 
and increases the power of the weak. 
WEven youths grow tired and ia? « 
and young men stumble and fall; 
“but those who hope in the Lorp 
will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; F 
they will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint. 


The Helper of Israel 
41 “Be silent before me, you islands! 
Let the nations renew their strength! 

Let them come forward and speak; 

let us meet together at the place of 
judgment. 

2Who has stirred up one from the east, 
calling him in righteousness to his service? 

He hands nations over to him 
and subdues kings before him. 

He turns them to dust with his sword, 
to windblown chaff with his bow. 

3He pursues them and moves on unscathed, 
by a path his feet have not traveled before. 

4Who has done this and carried it through, 
calling forth the generations from the 

beginning? 

I, the Lorp—with the first of them 
and with the last—I am he.” 

5The islands have seen it and fear; 


41:4 How to Understand God 
Chapters 40-46 echo the majestic chapters at the 
end of Job. God shows himself as master of the 
universe. Before him, nations are like a drop in a 
bucket (40:15) and people are like gr: 

(40:22). He taunts all other so-called “gods’’: such 
idols are carved of the same tree used to cook 
supper! (44:12-20). The true God, the God ofthe 
Israelites, is the one who created the universe 
(45:12,18), who called Abraham (41:8), who 
rescued the Jews from slavery in For the 
dispirited Jewish survivors of ‘s invasion, 
this exalted view of God was a reminder that God 
had neither vanished nor rejected them. __ 
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understand, 
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42 “Here is my servant, whom I up 
ares nl 
put my Spir : 

‘and he will bring justice to the nations. 
out, te th tas 


8 


Twill keep you and will make you 


ISAIAH 43400 


and deaf like the messenger | send” 
Wha ls blind like the one committed te me, 
the Loup? © 


to be a covenant for the PeoP! 
Aa light for the Gentiles, blind like the servant of ? 
Ps var far + slined, You have seen many (hinge, but have paid ne. 
to free captives from prison attention: e 
and td release from the dungeon those who your ears are open, but you hear nothing: 
sit in darkness 211 pleased the LoxD . 
for the sake of his righteousness 
#1 am the LORD, that is my name! to make his law great ‘and glorious: 
J will not give my glory to another 2But this isa people plundered and 
or my praise to idols all of them trapped in pite 
or hidden away in prisons, 


sSee, the former things have taken place, 
and new things I declare; 

before they spring into being 
Lannounce them to you 6 


Song of Praise to the Loro 


10Sing to the LoD a new song, 
his praise from the ends of 
you who go down to the sea, 
it, 
you islands, and all who live in them. 
lLet the desert and its towns raise their voices; 
Jet the settlements where Kedar lives rejoice. 
Let the people of Sela sing for joy; 
let them shout from the mountaintops 
12Let them give glory to the Lorp 
and proclaim his praise iv the islands. 
13The-Lorp will march out like a mighty man, 
like a warrior he will stir up his zeal; 
with a shout he will raise the battle cry 
and will triumph over his enemies. 


the earth, 
and all that is in 


14"For a long time ! have kept silent, 
I have been quiet and held myself back. 
But now, like a woman In childbirth, 
I cry out, I gasp and pant. 
15] will lay waste the mountains and hills 
and dry up all their vegetation; 
I will tuen rivers into islands 
and dry up the pools. 
16] will lead the blind by ways they have not 


known, 

along unfamiliar paths 1 will guide them; 

] will turn the darkness into light before them 
and make the rough places smooth. 

These are the things I will do; 
1 will not forsake them. 

17But those who trust in idols, 

who say to images, “You are our gods,” 
will be turned back in utter shame. 


Israel Blind and Deaf 
\8Hear, you deaf; 


look, you blind, and see! 
19Who is blind but my servant, 


——a 


42:14 Does God Care? 

After telling of his power, God goes on to describe 
the depth of his feelings for his people. He uses 
tender and sometimes shocking language, 
especially in this comparison of his pain to that of 
childbirth. 

———————— TT 


#2-That is, the upper Nile region 


They have become plunder, 
with no one to rescue them; 
they have been made loot, 
with no one to say, “Send them back.” 
2 Which of you will listen to this 
or pay close attention in time to come? 
24Who handed Jacob over to become loot, 
and Israel to the plunderers? © 
Was it not the Lorp, 
against whom we have sinned? 
For they would not follow his ways) ‘ 
they did not obey his law. 
25So he poured out on them his burning anger, 


the violence of war. 
It enveloped them in flames, yet they did not CB 


understand; 
it consumed them, but they did not take it to 
heart. 


Israel’s Only Savior 
4 But now, this is what the Lor says— 
he who created you, O Jacob, 
he who formed you, O Israel: 
“Fear not, for | have redeemed you; 
Il have summoned you by name; you are 


mine. 
2When you pass through the waters, 
I will be with you; 
and when you pass through the rivers, 
they will not sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire, 
you will not be burned; 
the flames will not set you ablaze. 
3For | am the Lorn, your God, 
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; 
I give Egypt for your ransom, 
‘Cushé and Seba in your stead. 
4Since you are precious and honored in my 
ight, 
and because | love you, 
1 will give men in exchange for you, ay 
and people in exchange for your life. 


ISAIAH 43:5 620 


3Do not be afraid, for | am with you; 
1 will bring your children from the east 
and gather you from the west. 
6] will say to the north, ‘Give them up! 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.” 
Bring my sons from afar 
and my daughters from the ends of the 
earth— 
7everyone who is called by my name, 
whom | created for my glory, 
whom I formed and made.” 
8Lead out those who have eyes but are blind, 
who have ears but are deaf. 
9All the nations gather together 
and the peoples assemble. 
Which of them foretold this 
and proclaimed to us the former things? 
Let them bring in their witnesses to prove they 
were right, 
so that others may hear and say, “It is true.” 
10’You are my witnesses,” declares the Lorp, 
“and my servant whom I have chosen, 
so that you may know and believe me 
and understand that I am he. 
Before me no god was formed, 
nor will there be one after me. 
1], even I, am the Lorb, 
and apart from me there is no savior. 
12] have revealed and saved and proclaimed— 
I, and not some foreign god among you. 
You are my witnesses,” declares the Lorp, 
“that Iam God 
13° Yes, and from ancient days I am he. 
No one can deliver out of my hand. 
When | act, who can reverse it?” 
God’s Mercy and Israel’s Unfaithfulness 
1sThis is what the Lorp says— 
your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: 
“For your sake I will send to Babylon 
and bring down as fugitives all the 
Babylonians,* 
in the ships in which they took pride. 
15] am the Lorp, your Holy One, 
Israel's Creator, your King.” 


16This is what the Lorp says— 
he who made a way through the sea, 
a path through the mighty waters, 
17who drew out the chariots and horses, 
the army and reinforcements together, 
and they lay there, never to rise again, 
extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 
18“Forget the former things; 
do not dwell on the past. 
19See, | am doing a new thing! 
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
1 am making a way in the desert 
and streams in the wasteland. 
20The wild animals honor me, 
the jackals and the owls, 
because | provide water in the desert 
and streams in the wasteland, 
to give drink to my people, my chosen, 


#14 Or Chaldeans 
destroying them. 


°28 The Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things or 


24 the people 
that they. 


2"Yet you have 
you have not 


me, © Jacob, 
yourselves forme, 


a 
‘ou have not sheep 
offerings, 


2Review the past for me, 
let us argue the matter together; 
state the case for your innocence. 
27Your first father sinned; 
your spokesmen rebelled against me. 
28So | will disgrace the dignitaries of your 
temple, 1 
and I will consign Jacob to destruction? 
and Israel to scorn. 
winby 


Israel the Chosen aa 
“But now listen, O Jacob, my servant, 
Israel, whom I have chosen. 
2This is what the Lorp says— 
he who made you, who formed you in the 
womb, ‘ ; 
and who will help you: 
Do not be afraid, O Jacob, my servant, 
Jeshurun, whom I have chosen, 
3For | will pour water on the thirsty 
and streams on the dry ground; 
1 will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, t 


and my blessing on your descendants. 
4They will spring up like grass in a meadow, 

like poplar trees by flowing streams. ‘ 
5One will say, ‘I belong to the Lorp’; — 

another will call himself by the name of 


Jacob; 

still another will write on his hand, The 4 

Lorp’s,’ i 

and will take the name Israel. : 

The Lorp, Not Idols Po ile 
"This is what the Lorp says— oe 

Israel's King and Redeemer, the LoD 
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some of ithe takes and warns himself, 
he kinalles a fire and bakes bread 
Hut he also fashions a god and worships it 
he avakeg an idol and bows down to it. 
JsHalt of the wood he burns in the fire; 
over it he prepares his meal, 
he roasts his meat and eats his fill, 
He also warms himself and says, 
Ab! Lam warm; | see the fire.” 
Eprom the rest he makes a god, his idol; 
he bows down to it and worships. 
He prays to it and says, 
Save me; you are my god.” 
isThey know nothing, they understand nothing; 
their eyes are plastered over so they cannot 
see, 
and their minds closed so they cannot 
understand. 
19No one stops to think, 
no one has the knowledge or understanding 
to say, 
“Half of it | used for fuel; 
leven baked bread over its coals, 
I roasted meat and | ate, 
Shall | make a detestable thing from what is 
left? = 
Shall | bow down to a block of wood?” 
20He feeds on ashes, a deluded heart misleads 
him; 
he cannot save himself, or say, 
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Jorunalem to He tnhabited 


ANT tee AE Ie LCR ay fm 
your Hodeemner, whe formed 
wore 


yoni in the 


(an the Lown, 

who hae made all (hii, 

who alune stretched out the heavens, 
who aprend out the earth by myself, 


Siwho folly the signs of false prophets 
and makes fools of diviners, 
who overthrow the learning of the wise 
and tune It into nonsense, 
Jowho carries out the words of his servants 
and fulfills the predictions of his 
mennengers, 


who says of Jerusalem, ‘It shall be inhabited,’ 

of the towns of Judah, ‘They shall be built/ 
and of their ruins, ‘I will restore them,’ 

2who says to the watery deep, ‘Be dry, 
and I will dry up your streams,’ 

2swho says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd 
and will accomplish all that I please; 
he will say of Jerusalem, “Let it be rebuilt,” 
and of the temple, “Let its foundations be 


laid.” ’ 
45 “This is what the Loxp says to his 
anointed, 
to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of 
to subdue nations before him 
and to strip kings of their armor, 
to open doors before him et 
so that gates will not be shut: 
21 will go before you 


44:28 Cyrus the Shepherd : 
God demonstrated his control over human history 
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© You Newvens above, rain down righteoustvess; 


+ the Qouds shower it down 
earth open wide 
salveron spring up. 
dneousness grow with it 
the Lore, have created it 


©"Woe to lv ho quarrels with his Maker, 
so hum who is bat a potsherd among the 
potsherds on the ground, 
Does'the clay say to the potter, 
What are you making? 
Does your work say 
He has no hands’? 
Woe to him who says to his father, 
What have you begotten?” 
to his mother 
What have you brought to birth?” 


we 
Led 


we 


This is what the LORD says— 
the Holy One of Israel, and its Maker: 
Cancerning things to come, 
do you question me about my children, 
or give me orders about the work of my 
hands? 
2It is | who made the earth 
and created mankind upon it. 
My own hands stretched out the heavens; 
| marshaled their starry hosts. 


13] will raise up Cyrus? in my righteousness: 


] will make all his ways straight. 
He will rebuild my city 

and set my exiles free, 
but not for a price or reward, 

says the Lorp Almighty.” 


‘This is what the LorD says: 


“The products of Egypt and the merchandise of 


Cush,¢ 


but formed it (0 be 

he says: 

“Lam the Loup, 
and there is no other, 

WE have not spoken in secret, ui 
from somewhere ina land of d , 

Thave not said to Jacob's descendants, 
"Seek me in vain.” os 

1, the Loxp, speak the truth; 
I declare what is right, 


that cannot save. rh j 


who pray to gods 
UDeclare what is to be, t— 


let them take together. — 
Who foretold this long ago, 

who declared it from the distant 
Weel not het ies sly, 

‘And there is no God apart from me, 
a righteous God and a Savior; 

there is none but me. 
2”Turn to me and be saved, 

all you ends of the earth; 

for! am God, and there is no other. 
23By myself I have sworn, cate 
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SRPAre Nr OF COUNT ME 


you Aken me that we may be 


auth to make it into a god, 
own and worship it 

shoulders and carry it 
place, and there it stands. 
ANNO MOVE. 

© it, Rt does Not answer, 
his troubles. 


those of long 


there is no other; 

ere is none like me 
from the beginning, 
what is still to come. 


ease. 
a bird of prey; 
land, a man to fulfill my 
rpose 

ve said, that will I bring about; 
have planned, that will I do. 
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4Our Redeemer—the Lory Almighty ft his 


NANG 
is the Holy One of larael, 


SSit in silence, go into darkness, 
Daughter of the Babylonians; 

no More Will you be called 
queen of kingdoms: 

el was angey with my people 
and desecrated my inheritances 

U gave them into your hand, 
and you showed them no mercy. 

Even on the aged 
you laid a very heavy yoke. 

PYou said, ‘I will continue forever 
the eternal queent’ ‘ 4 

But you did not consider these things, ~ 
‘or reflect on what might happen, ; 


* Now then, listen, you wanton Creature, 
Jounging in your security 
and saying to yourself, 
‘Lam, and there is none besides me. 
I will never be a widow 
or suffer the loss of children.” 
*Both of these will overtake you 
in a moment, on a single day: 
loss of children and widowhood. 
They will come upon you in full measure, 
in spite of your many sorceries 
and all your potent spells. 
1You have trusted in yobr wickedness 
and have said, ‘No one sees me.” 
Your wisdom and knowledge mislead you 


, 
iv 


47:1 An Evil Queen 

Over the centuries, Babylon became a byword for 
evil among the Jews, for she was the nation that 
had destro Jerusalem and its temple. Psalm 137, 


composed | 

their anguish. But God predicts that the great 
queen will become a harlot, surprised by a sudden 
catastrophe. The tone of this chapter is echoed in 
the book of Revelation, which applies the ¥ 
symbolism of “Babylon the Great” to another evil 
empire (Revelation 18). 
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Staddorn Israel 


48 Listen fe this, O house af Jacob, 
vou who are called by the name of Israel 
and come from the ine of Judah, 
woe who take oaths in the name of the LorD 
and invoke the Gad of Israel— 
bet not im truth or nghteousness— 
you whe call yourselves citizens of the holy 
aty 
and rely on the God of Israel— 
repre Sanka te 
% Soretodd the former things long 
peptone et 
them known, 
then suddenly | acted, and they came to 


pass. 
“For | knew how stubborn you were; 
the snews of your neck were iron, 
your forehead was bronze. 
Therefore | told you these things long ago; 


betore they happened I announced them to 


you 
so that you could not say, 
“My idols did them: 


my wooden image and metal god ordained 


them 


®You have heard these things; look at them all. 


Wil you not admit them? 


“From now on | will tell you of new things, 
of tedden things unknown to you. 


“0 Or Cnstdemme, sso verse 20 


Israel Freed 
Listen to me, O 
Fegan WY 


vr the it and a 
YMy own hand laid 


earth, 
and my right hand spread out 
when I summon them, 
they all stand up together, 


Cet Oe eh 


eee 


~~ 


ve called: 


16"Come near me and listen to this: 


“ToS See aie et 
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recteenyedl his servant Restoration of Israel 


say, “The Lorp has 
Jacob. 
“They did not thirst when he ted 
the deserts 
he made water dow for then trom the rock; 
he split the rock 
and water gushed out 


says the Lorp, “for the 


4 them through 


2'There is NO peace: 
wicked 


The Servant of the Loxo 


Listen to me, you islands 
49 hear this, you distant nations 
Before [ was born the Lorp called me: 
from my birth he has made mention of my 
name 
2He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, 
in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me into a polished arrow 
and concealed me in his quiver 
3He said to me, “You are my servant, 
Israel, in whom | will display my splendor,” 
4But | said, “I have labored to no purpose; 
Lhave spent my strength in vain and for 
nothing, 
Yet what is due me is in the Lorp’s hand, 
and my reward is with my God.” 


5And now the Lorp says— 
he who formed me in the womb to be his 
servant 
to bring Jacob back to him 
and gather Israel to himself, 
for lam honored in the eyes of the Lorp 
and my God has been my strength— 
She says 
‘It is too small a thing for you to be my servant 
to restore the tribes of Jacob 
and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 
that you may bring my salvation to the ends 
of the earth.” 
"This is what the Lorp says— 
the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel— 
to him who was despised and abhorred by the 
nation, 
to the servant of rulers: 
“Kings will see you and rise up, 
princes will see and bow down, 
because of the Lorp, who is faithful, 
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen 
you.” 


——_——___>_[_[_———_——————————— 


49:6 Israel’s Final Destiny 

The book of Isaiah spells out Israel’s ultimate 
destiny: to be a light for the Gentiles and bring 
salvation to the ends of the earth. Isaiah is not 
introducing a brand-new thought—God had made 
clear his intentions in the original covenant 
(Genesis 22:18). But, along the way, Israel and 
Judah’s desire for political greatness had obscured 
their original calling. 


#12 Dead Sea Scrolls; Masoretic Text Sinim 


This is what the LORD says! 
“dn the time of my favor | will answer you, 

and in the day of salvation I will help you; 
Iwill keep you and will make you % 

to be a covenant for the people, * 


to restore the land 
and to reassign its desolate inheritances, 


%o say to the captives, ‘Come out,’ 
and to those in darkness, ‘Be 
“They will feed beside the roads 
and find pasture on every barren hill. 
WwThey will neither hunger nor thirst, 
nor will the desert heat or the sun beat upon 
them. 
He who has compassion on them will guide 
them 
and lead them beside springs of water. 
1] will turn all my mountains into roads, 
and my highways will be raised up. 
12See, they will come from afar— = 
some from the north, some from the west, 
some from the region of Aswan.” 


13Shout for joy, O heavens; 
rejoice, O earth; 
-burst into song, O mountains! 
For the Lorp comforts his people 
and will have compassion on his afflicted 


ones. 
14But Zion said, “The Lorp has forsaken me, 
the Lord has forgotten me.” . 
15Can a mother forget the baby at her breast 
‘and have no compassion on the child she © 
has borne? ‘ 
Though she may forget, 
I will not forget you! 
16See, I have engraved you on the palms of my 
hands; 
your walls are ever before me. 
17Your sons hasten back, 
and those who laid you waste depart from 


you. 
18Lift up your eyes and look around; 
all your sons gather and come to you. 
As surely as I live,’ declares the Lorp, 
“you will wear them all as ornaments; 
you will put them on, like a bride. 


19Though you were ruined and made desolate 
and your land laid waste, 
now you will be too small for your people, 
and those who devoured you will be far 
away. 
20The children born during your bereavement 
will yet say in your hearing, 
‘This place is too small for us; 
give us more space to live in.’ , 
21Then you will say in your heart, 
‘Who bore me these? 
1 was bereaved and barren; 
I was exiled and rejected. ¥ 
Who brought these up? 
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ankind will know 
@ LoRD, am your Savior, 
Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob." 


your 


Israel's Sin and the Servant’s Obedience 


50 This is what the Lorp says: 
Where is your mother’s certificate of 

ivorce 

h I sent her away? 

1 of my creditors 

you? 

f your sins you were sold; 

use of your transgressions your mother 

was sent away 

hen I came, why was there no one? 

When I called, why was there no one to 
answer? 

Was my arm too short to ransom you? 

Do I lack the strength to rescue you? 

By a mere rebuke I dry up the sea, 

I turn rivers into a desert; 

ish rot for lack of water 

and die of thirst. 
3] clothe the sky with darkness 
and make sackcloth its covering,’” 


+The Sovereign Lorp has given me an 
instructed tongue, 
to know the word that sustains the weary. 
He wakens me morning by morning, 
wakens my ear to listen like one being 
taught. 
5The Sovereign Lorp has opened my ears, 
and I have not been rebellious; 
T have not drawn back. 


SLattered my back to thowe who beat me, 


iny cheeks (0 those whe pulled out my 
Weary ’ 
Ili not hile my free 
(HON) MOCKING ariel gpitting 
“Wocdune the foversign Low helps me, 
Twill not be dingraced 
Therefore have Laet my face like flint, os 
and T Know E Wwill pot be pat to shame, 
Ste who vindicaten me is near 
Who then will bring charges againwt me? 
Let us face each other! 
Who is my accuser? 
Let him confront me! 
“It is the Sovereign Lop who helps me, 
Who is he that will condemn me? 
They will all wear out like a garment; 
the moths will eat them up, 


WWho among you fears the Loxp 
and obeys the word of his servant? 
Let him who walks in the dark, 
Who has no light, 
trust in the name of the Loxp 
and rely on his God. 
‘But now, all you who light fires 
and provide yourselves with flaming 
torches, 
#0, Walk in the light of your fires: 
and of the torches you have set ablaze, 
This is what you shall receive from my hand: 
You will lie down in torment, 


Everlasting Salvation for Zion 


51 “Listen to me, you who pursue 
righteousness 
and who seek the Lorp: 
Look to the rock from which you were cut 
and to the quarry from which you were 
hewn; 
look to Abraham, your father, 
and to Sarah, who gave you birth. 
When | called him he was but one, 
and | blessed him and made him many. 
The Lorp will surely comfort Zion 
and will look with compassion on all her 
ruins; 
he will make her deserts like Eden, 
her wastelands like the garden of the Lorp. 
Joy and gladness will be found in her, 
thanksgiving and the sound of singing. 


5 


- 


4Listen to me, my people; 
hear me, my nation: 

The law will go out from me; _ A ae 
my justice will become a light to the nations. 

5My righteousness draws near speedily, 
my salvation is on the way, “ : 
and my arm will bring justice fo the nations. 


7) . 


The islands will look to me 
and wait in hope for my arm. pide 
‘Lift up your eyes to the heavens, j 
look at the earth beneath; nie ealned 


the heavens will vanish like smoke, _ rm bens} 
the earth will wear out like agarment “a 


“24 Dead Sea Scrolls, Vulgate and Syriac (see also Septuagint and verse 25); Masoretic Text righteous ad 


627 ISAIAH 52:5. 
The Cup of the Lono’s Wrath 


and its inhabitants die like flies 
ion Will last forevely 
exw will never fail 


But my salvatt 
my Fighteoushy 


who know what is right, 


Hear me, You 
my law in your hearts: 


you people who have t 

Do not fear the reproach of men 
or be terrified by their insults: 

Sfor the moth will eat them up like a garment) 
the worm will devour them like wool 

But my nghteousness will last forever, 


my salvation through all generations t 


Awake, awake! Clothe yourselt with strength, 
O arm of the LORD; 
awake, as in days gone by, 
as In generations of old 
Was it not you who cut Rahab to pieces, 
who pierced that monster through? 
toWas it not you who dried up the sea, 
the waters of the great deep, 
who made a road in the depths of the sea 
so that the redeemed might cross over? 
\The ransomed of the Lor will return 
They will enter Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy will crown their heads. 
Gladness and joy will overtake them, 
and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 


12"1, even I, am he who comforts you, 
Who are you that you fear mortal men, 
the sons of men, who are but grass, 

L3that you forget the Lorp your Maker, 
who stretched out the heavens 
and laid the foundations of the earth, 

that you live in constant terror every day 
because of the wrath of the oppressor, 
who is bent on destruction? 

For where is the wrath of the oppressor? 

14 The cowering prisoners will soon be set 

free; 
they will not die in their dungeon, 
nor will they lack bread 

15For | am the Lorp your God, 
who churns up the sea so that its waves 

roar— 
the Lorp Almighty is his name. 
16] have put my words in your mouth 
and covered you with the shadow of my 
hand— 
I who set the heavens in place, 
who laid the foundations of the earth, 
and who say to Zion, ‘You are my people.’ ” 


51:9 Rahab the Monster 

The Rahab in Isaiah (here and in 30:7) should not 
be confused with the Rahab who helped Joshua's 
spies in Jericho (Joshua 2). Rather, the word refers 
to a sea-monster that appears in much Middle 
Eastern mythology. Because the mythological 
monster lived in the Nile River region, Rahab can 
stand for the nation of Egypt, as it does here. 


#19 Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Masoretic Text / how can 1 


wail 


Awake, awake! 


Rise up, © Jerusalem, 
you who have drunk from ‘the hand of the 
_ Loro 
the cup of his wrath, > we 
you who have drained to its dregs 4 
the goblet that makes men stagger. 
18Of all the sons she bore 
there was none to guide her; 
of all the sons she reared 
there was none to take her by the hand, 
loThese double calamities have come upon 
you— 
who can comfort you?— 
ruin and destruction, famine an 
who cané console you? 
20Your sons have fainted; 
they lie at the head of every street, 
like antelope caught in a net. 
They are filled with the wrath of the Lorp 
and the rebuke of your God, J 


21'Therefore hear this, you afflicted one, 
made drunk, but not with wine. 
22This is what your Sovereign Lorp says, 
your God, who defends his people: : 
“See, | have taken out of your hand 
the cup that made you stagger’ 
from that cup, the goblet of my wrath, 
you will never drink again. : 
23] will put it into the hands of your tormentors, 
who said to you, 
‘Fall prostrate that we may walk over you.” 
And you made your back like the ground, _ 
like a street to be walked over.” a 


id sword— 


52 Awake, awake, O Zion, 
clothe yourself with strength. 
Put on your garments of splendor, 
O Jerusalem, the holy city. 
The uncircumcised and defiled 
will not enter you again. 
2Shake off your dust; 
rise up, sit enthroned, O Jerusalem. 
Free yourself from the chains on your neck, 
O captive Daughter of Zion. : 


3For this is what the Lorp says: 


“You were sold for nothing, 
and without money you will be redeemed.” 


4For this is what the Sovereign LorD says: ~ 
“At first my people went down to Egypt to - 
live; 
lately, Assyria has oppressed them. 


2 5” And now what do I have here?” declares the 
ORD. 


“For my people have been taken away for 


nothing, . 
and those who rule them mock,” 
a declares the Lorp. 
‘And all day long 


5 Dead Sea Scrolls and Vulgate; Masoretic Text: 


ee 
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the salvation of our God 


Depart, depart, go out from there! 
Touch no unclean thing! 
Come out from it and be pure, 
you who carry the vessels of the Lop. 
i2But you will not leave in haste 
or go in flight; 
for the Lorp will go before you, 
the God of Israel will be your rear guard. 


The Suffering and Glory of the Servant 


1See, my servant will act wisely4; 
he willbe raised and lifted up and highly 
exalted. 
i4Just as there were many who were appalled at 
him'— 
his appearance was so disfigured beyond 
that of any man 
and his form marred beyond human 
likeness— 
15s will he sprinkle many nations,“ 
and kings will shut their mouths because of 
him. 
For what they were not told, they will see, 
and what they have not heard, they will 
understand. 


5 Who has believed our message 
and to whom has the arm of the Lorp 
been revealed? 
2He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 
and like a root out of dry ground. 
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to 
him, 
nothing in his appearance that we should 
desire him. 
3He was despised and rejected by men, 
*13 Or will prosper 14 Hebrew vou 
blow was due? HO Hebrew though you make 


12 Or many *12 Or numerous 
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away 
And who can speak of tiie descendants?” 
for he was cut off from the land of the living, 
for the transgression of my people he was 
stricken.’ 
He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 
and with the rich in his death, 
though he had done no violence, 
nor was any deceit in his mouth. 
Yet it was the Loxn’s will to crush: hin and 
cause him to suffer, 
and spore the Loxo makes! his life a guilt | 


fering, 
he will see his offspring and prolong has days, 
and the will of the Loxp will prosper im his 
hand. r 
l1After the suffering of his soul, } 
he will see the light of lifeg and be 


satisfied*; 
by his knowledge my righteous servant will 
justify many, - 
and he will bear their iniquities. : 
x 


\2Therefore | will give him a portion among the 
great! 

and he will divide the spoils with the a 

= d 


~ 


and was numbered with the transgressors. 
For he bore the sin of many, 

and made intercession for the transgressces. 
The Future Glory of Zion i) 
54 =e / 
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tae SEM toe GROSS: 
The Suffering Servant 
A great victory looked at first like defeat “ 


se as GERD and Reiected by men. 2 man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. 53:3 
Crs of Rah tell of a “suffering servant” who will come from Israel to bring light to 


names. Who & 
a> ~Aolers por passages 
unt of She entire ORF Testament and yet they could not agree on 
Hour Pascages especially are called the “servant songs”: 42:1-9; 4921-13; 50:4-9;, 


ne 


A Nacioa or a Person? 

Sccnetinnes the verses Speak about the nation of Israel as a whole: “You are my servant, Israel, 
~ whom | wel Gisallay my splendor 9:3). But in other places the servant seems to refer to a 
Seok iecwdual, 2 great leader who suffers terribly 
Sanam Oresents the senent as the deliverer of all humankind. And yet i portrays Sa nota 
ag TaQuiTe than as 2 hero: “He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to res 
oooressed and aftixted yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter” 
SSme ewish scholars guessed the prophet was describing himself or another prophet, such as 
a>. Soll others focused their hopes on a Messiah to come. icin pen te 

Ens. whose power would depend not on swords, but on of people : 


An Answer from the New Testament 
he s g servant did not really catch on among the Jewish nation. They longed 
Messiah. not 2 suffering one. The image of the suffering servant went 
< it were, lying dormant for centuries. 
> 2 very dramatic scene early in his ministry, Jesus trom one of the servant 
> tsaiah (Luke 4218-19). “Then he rolled up the , Save it back to the attendant and 
The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying 
oday thes scripture is fulfilled in your hearing’ " (Luke 4:20-21). > 
example the New Testament writers named Jesus as the servant, at least ten ; 
stance, Philip corrected an Ethiopian official who had wondered if the suffering 4 


erred to an ancient prophet (Acts 8:26-35). 
The Final Sacrifice 

sz.2h 43.55 includes vivid scenes of the servant's sufferings, predictions that found their 
fulfillment in jesus’ death on the cross. Whitin Eke am eyeutnees SCctieiiaat satis Sena 


composed centuries before Christ's death. 
According to Isaiah, the servant died for a very specific purpose: “He was pierced for our 


transgressions” (53-5). Through his wounds, the suffering servant won a His death 
made possible 2 future when all that is wrong on earth will be set ri "Scan, the book 
Isaiah does not end with the suffering servant image. It goes on to ems, 

“oe 


new heaven and new earth made possible by the servant's death. 
Lite Questions: It you had been a jew in Jesus’ day, would you have been disappointed in the Messiah? 
Why did Jesus choose to come as a suffering servant rather thant Say, a triumphant army general? 
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will be far from you; 


you will have nothing to fear 
Terror will be far removed: For my thoughts are not your maghts 
will not come near you. neither are your Ways my Ways" 
£ aftyone does attack you, it will not be my As tie hee ae : reg 


doing; 
whoever attacks you will surrender to you. than 
16See, it is | who created the blacksmith 
who fans the coals into flame 
and forges a weapon fit for its work. 
And it is | who have created the destroyer to 
work havoc; 
17 no weapon forged against you will prevail, 
and you will refute every tongue that 
accuses you. 
This is the heritage of the servants of the Lorn, 


for the eater, 4 
Uso is my word that goes out 


54:6 Jerusalem’s Future Wrauiwiliss omtinioy "ail 
The book of Isaiah insists that God will not utnunaein etal 


permanently divorce the nation of Israel. It Will Saget titotson; 
foretells a time when the ruined capital city will be ene 
rebuilt and achieve a greatness it has never known. and all the trees of the 
Yet the description in these chapters goes far 
beyond what has ever been realized in Jerusalem. 
It merges into a vision of the future, when sin and 
sorrow will be no more and people will live in final 
peace with God. 


“11 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain, 


6a1 IGAIAN 9792 
' e They are doge with mighty appetites; 
( a 
which will not be destroye they never have angus i. 
Salvation for Others They are shepherds whe lack underotanding: 
p saya they all turn to hele own way, . 
5 This is what the Low pach eestor his even baie 
Maintain justice Come,’ each one eres, et me get winel 
and do what in ight cor Lot us drink our fill of beer! 
for my salvation is clove at hang And tomorrow will be le today, 
and my rs snopn will soon be revealed or wven far better,’ 
{Blessed iv the man bat does this, 
the man who holds it fast, The righte rial 
vane the Sabbath without desecrating It, 5 ¢ righteous perish, 
w a Keeps his hand from doing any evil.’ Pi and no one ponders It in hie heart, 
i devout men are taken av/ay, 
stot no foreigner who has bound himself to the and no one understands 
Loxp say, that the righteous are taken away 
The Loxp will surely exclude me from his to be spared from evil, 
people.” 77 howe who walk uprightly 
And let not any eunuch complain, enter into peace; 
“Lam only a dry tree,”” they find rest as they lie in death, 
‘For this is what the LoRp says: But you—-come here, you sons Of a sorceress, 
‘To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, you offspring of adulterers and prostitutes! 
4AWhom are you mocking? - 


who choose what pleases me 


and hold fast to my covenant At whom do you sneer 


and stick out your tongue? 


Sto them I will give within my temple and its 
walls Are you not a brood of rebels, 
a memorial and a name the offspring of liars? 
better than sons and daughters; 5You burn with lust among the oaks 
1 will give them an everlasting name and under every spreading tree; 
that will not be cut off. you sacrifice your children in the ravines 
And foreigners who bind themselves to the and under the overhanging crags. 
Lorp 6The idols, among the smooth stones of the 
to serve him, ravines are your portion; 
to love the name of the Lorp, they, they are your lot. 
and to worship him, Yes, to them you have poured out drink 
all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it offerings * 
and who hold fast to my covenant— and offered grain offerings. 
these I will bring to my holy mountain In the light of these things, should I relent? 
and give them joy in my house of prayer. 7You have made your bed on a high and lofty 
Their burnt offerings and sacrifices ill; 
will be accepted on my altar; there you went up to offer your sacrifices. 
for my house will be called 8Behind your doors and your doorposts 
a house of prayer for all nations.” you have put your pagan symbols. 
5The Sovereign Lorp declares— Forsaking me, you uncovered your bed, *, 
he who gathers the exiles of Israel you climbed into it and opened it wide; — 
“| will gather still others to them you made a pact with those whose beds you _ 
besides those already gathered.” love, 
a * and you looked on their nakedness. 
God's Accusation Against the Wicked 9You went to Moleché with olive.oil 
%Come, all you beasts of the field, and increased your perfumes. 
come and devour, all you beasts of the You sent your ambassadors? far away; 
forest! you descended to the graveé itself! 
10[srael’s watchmen are blind, 10You were wearied by all your ways, 
they all lack knowledge; but you would not say, ‘It is hopeless.’ 
they are all mute dogs, You found renewal of your strength, 
they cannot bark; and so you did not faint. : 
they lie around and dream, * d 
they love to sleep. 1”"Whom have you so dreaded and feared 
that you have been false to me, 
and have neither remembered me 
56:10 Doglike Prophets nor pondered this in your hearts? 
Is it not because I have long been silent 


This passage gives one of the most scathin; 
that you do not fear me? ‘ 


denunciations of Israel’s corrupt spiritual leaders in 
the entire Bible. 12] will expose your righteousness and your 
works, Art 


“9 Or to the king °9 Or idols °9 Hebrew Sheol 


eel = 


ISAIAH 57:13 632 


and they will not benefit you, 
MWhen you ery out for help, 

Jet your collection of idols, save yout 
The wind will carry all of them off, 

a mere breath will blow them away 
But the man who makes me his refuge 

will inherit the land 

and possess my holy mountain.” 


Comfort for the Contrite 
MAnd it will be said 


Build up, build up, prepare the road! 
Remove the obstacles out of the way of my 
people.” 
18For this is what the high and lofty One says— 
he who lives forever, whose name is holy: 
[live in a high and holy place, 
but also with him who is contrite and lowly 
in spirit, 
to revive the spirit of the lowly 
and to re the heart of the contrite. 
Jol will not accuse forever, 
nor will Lalways be angry, 
for then the spirit of man would grow faint 
before me— ‘ 
the breath of man that I have created, 
171 was enraged by his sinful greed; 
I punished him, and hid my face in anger, 
yet he kept on in his willful ways. 
18] have seen his ways, but I will heal him; 
I will guide him and restore comfort to him, 
19 creating praise on the lips of the mourners in 
Israel 
Peace, peace, to those far and near,” 
says the Lorp. “And I will heal them.” 
20But the wicked are like the tossing sea, 
which cannot rest, 
whose waves cast up mire and mud, 
21There is no peace,” says my God, “for the 
wicked.” 


True Fasting 


58 “Shout it aloud, do not hold back. 
Raise your voice like a trumpet. 
Declare to my people their rebellion 
and to the house of Jacob their sins. 
2For day after day they seek me out; 
they seem eager to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that does what is right 
and has not forsaken the commands of its 
God. 
They ask me for just decisions 


and expect your voice to be heard on high. 

51s this the kind of fast | have chosen, 
only a day fora man to humbte himeelf? © 

Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed 
and for lying on sackcloth and : 

Is that what you call a fast, ie 
a day acceptable to the 

6/1 not this the kind of fasting | have chosen: 

to loose the chains of injustice ; 
and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free 
and break every yoke? 

71s it not to share your food with the hungry 
and:to provide the poor wanderer with 

shelter— 

when you see the naked, to clothe him, 

and not to turn away from your own flesh 
and blood? 

8Then your light will break forth like the dawn, 
and your healing will quickly appear; 

then your righteousness will go before you, 
and the glory of the Lop will be your rear 


guard. 
9Then you will call, and the Lop will answer; 
you will cry for help, and he will say: Here 
am I, 


“If you do away with the yoke of oppression, 
with the pointing finger and malicous talk. 
land if you spend yourselves in behalf of the 
hungry 
and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness, 
and your night will become like the 
noonday. 
The Lorp will guide you always; 
he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched 
land 
and will strengthen your frame. 
You will be like a well-watered garden, 
like a spring whose waters never fail. 
12Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins 
and will raise up the age-old foundations; 
you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, 
Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. 


13"If you keep your feet from breaking the 
Sabbath 
and from doing as you please on my holy 


day, 
if you call the Sabbath a delight 
and the Lorp’s holy day honorable, 
and if you honor it by not going your own way 
and not doing as you please or speaking idle 


and seem eager for God to come near them. Sond 
3‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, 4 
‘and you have not seen it? 
Why have we humbled ourselves, = 
and you have not noticed?’ 58:6 Religion at Its Best 
“Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you Rebeke a yan iby ag 1 
Please no true sincerity. This chapter gives the other side: 


and exploit all your workers. 
4Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife, 
and in striking each other with wicked fists. 
You cannot fast as you do today 


the spiritual work God prefers. The New Testament 
back: ot bande eeleices len aaa 


#8 Or your righteous One 


sonore Weer Well fad woe Ry de the Lake, 
ant E weit Case ver 8 rate aun the hew@ehts af 
ohe bad 
aot Do Reast ont Che veritas o€ your father 
Reed 
The mouth of the Loko Ras spoken 


Sin, Contession and Redemption 


59 Se the arm of the Lon i mot too short 
> 2 save 
mor Des far [OD t Dear 
. aauuies Dave separated 
your Gant 
n has face from you. 
x hear 
Stamed with ood 
gui, 
Your have spoker hes, 
£ Domgue mutters wicked things. 
tor justice: 
mo . case with integrity 
They rety on empty arguments and speak lies: 
they concenve trouble and give birth to evil, 
ech the exes of vipers 
od span a speder's wed. 
heir eggs will die, 
is broken, an adder is 


© useless for clothing; 
er themselves with what 


> shed innocent Hood 
ts are evil thoughts; 
struction mark their ways. 
peace they do not know; 
there is no justice in their peths. 
They have turned them into crooked rads; 
no one who walks in them will know peace. 


So pr“tice ts far from us, 
and mghteousness does not reach us. 
We look for light, but all is darkness; 
t but we walk in deep 


aay we stumble as if it were twilight: 
ng the strong, we are like the dead. 
We all grow! like bears. 

we moan mournfully like doves. 
We look for justice, but find none; 

for deliverance, but it is far away. 


2For our offenses are many in your sight, 
and our sins testify against us. 
Our offenses are ever with us, 
and we acknowledge our iniquities: 
Grebellion and treachery against the Lorp, 
turning our backs on our God, 
fomenting oppression and revolt, 
uttering lies our hearts have conceived. 
MSo justice is driven back, 


$13 On Ween tae ememry comes oe ake Fwd. thee Sparet of tine Lomo walk gut amt fiaght 


at actistanee, . 
tenth has stumibtedt in the streets, ' 
cannot enter e . 
SsTrath is nowhere to be found, > 
and whoever shuns evil becomes @ 
Tag Lone locked and wen Ghpieas lod! 
that. there was no justicn, 
iette saw that there was no ane, 


Ne was applet that there was Wo a0 to 


20 ha one oa wanted tahvaien Bee 
and his own righteousness sustained him, 
“He pat on nghteousness as his 
pata the Neleat of selveon So Ea 
Pak ce the aaetiants of vengeance 1 
‘himself in zeal as in a cloak. 
sa Soeung what they hae done, \ 
so will he repay , 
wrath to his enemies 
and retribution to his foes; 
he will repay the islands their due, . 
'SFrom the west, men will fear the name of the 


Lor, 
we eT ee 


Foe he wll ce the a 
that the breath of the 


2-The Redeemer will come to Zion, 
ro ehose aco who epEN of teen” 


2" As for me, Bi), Ac eee 
says the Logo. “My Spirit, who is on you, and my 
words that I have put in your mouth will not de- 
part from your mouth, or from the mouths of your 
children. or from the mouths of their descendants 
from this time on and forever,” says the Lorp. 


The Glory of Zion ae 7 


“Arise, shine, for your light has come, __ 
and the glory of the Lorp rises upon you. 


See, darkness covers theearth 99 
and thick darkness is over the peoples, — 
but the Lorp rises upon you f. ret 

and his glory appears over you. nw 
3Nations will come to your wit 


light, t 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn, 


wrt) 
*“Lift up your eyes and look about you: tt 
All assemble and come to you;) 


your sons come from afar, tm) Gl * 

and your daughters are carried on the arm. — : 
SThen you will look and be radiant, tw 

your heart will throb and swell . 
batt: Heentiitar ae ist" ge 

to you the riches of the nations ay - 
‘Herds of camels will cover your land, © 


young camels of Midian and Ephah. 
And all from Sheba willcome, © 


an 
7All Kedar's eens 


ae — 
mewn 2 "7 if if Leba: will come to you, 
i y " 13The glory of non a J 
and I will adorn my glorious temple. d the pinta tha Bane tre cyeenaieaee ‘ 
1 i S, ctuary; 
8”Who are these that fly along like clouds, to adorn the place of my san ur 
like doves to their nests? and { will glonfy the place of my feet, 
Surely the islands look to me; The sons of your oppressors will come bowing 
n the lead are the ships of Tarshish,* before you; 
inging your sons from afar, all who despise you will bow down at your * 
with their silver and gold, feet a 
to the honor of the Lorp your God, and will call you the City of the Lorp, 
the Holy One of Israel, Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
e has endowed you with splendor. 
Oe sigh ea 15“Although you have been forsaken and hated, 
i ith no one traveling through, 
10’Foreigners will rebuild your walls, wi 0 
ae ict kings will serve you I will make you the even pride 
Though in anger I struck you, and the joy of all dats a 
in favor I will show you compassion, 16You will drink the milk ate aa 
Your gates will always stand open, and be nursed at royal breasts. 
they will never be shut, day or night, Then you will know that I, the Lorp, am your 
so that me! brin u the wealth of the Savior, 
ape calorie Bee your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob. 
their kings led in triumphal procession. alnsrene bronze 1 a bring you gold, 
12For the nation or kingdom that will not serve and silver in place of iron. 
me you will perish Instead of wood I will bring you bronze, 
and iron in place of stones. y 


it will be utterly ruined. 


49 Or the trading ships 


A Glimpse of Things to Come 


When all our best dreams will come true 


“Behold, | will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor 


will they come to mind.” 65:17 hy 

Eeyicey wants a glimpse into the future, and the last part of Isaiah gives just that. It tells what 
will happen at the end of our age on earth. The account is not easy to decipher, however, 

because the prophet shifts back and forth between his own time and the final events on earth. 


A Missionary Book 

To the original audience of Israelites, Isaiah makes one thing clear: God would not permanently 
divorce Israel. “For a brief moment | abandoned you,” says God, “but with deep compassion | 
will bring you back” (54:7). There is a future for his chosen people. 

Isaiah declares that Israel's future involves other nations. Foreigners will flock to Jerusalem: 

“My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations” (56:7). Word about God will go out to 
nations nearby and faraway, and to distant islands that have never heard of him (66:18-21), 

Thus the fast part of Isaiah, addressed to a people facing deep despair, opens the door for the 
Jews to become a gift to all people. This prophecy saw fulfillment in Jesus, who recruited disciples 
to take his message to everyone. anEDEY his life and death, the suffering servant indeed 

ld 


introduced the gospel to the entire wor 


What Isaiah Says to Us 
The book of Isaiah goes on to describe a new beginning, a time of final triumph and peace, In 


that day, there will be no need for tears. Wild animals wil tamely lie down together, The sun and 
moon will fade, overwhelmed by the brightness of God’s glory. 

In chapters 60 and 65, the prophet describes the future with such eloquence that New . 
Testament books like Revelation could not improve on the lan wage; they merely quoted Isaiah. 
Even today some of these phrases—"swords beaten into plowshares,” for example—surface in | 


popular language, expressing our deepest longings for peace. 
We dream of a time of peace, without pain or fear or disease or death. Isaiah assures us that 
t 1d eau 


one day those dreams will come true. 
Life Questions: What would you most like to see changed about your world? Does Isaiah speak to that 


change? 
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for the Loo will be your everlasting, Night, 
And your God will be your glory 

Your sun Wil never seb agatn 

your moon WL wane fe norey 

the Lowe will be your everlasting Hight, 
and your days O68 w will ene 

Then will all your people be righteous 

andl forever 


and they will por 


They are the shoot | have planted, 
the work of my hands 
for the display of my splendor 


The least of you will become a thousand, 
a mighty nation 


the smalle 


Lam the Lorn, 
iy its time | will do this swiftly.” 
The Year of the Loxo’s Favor 


The Spirit of the Sovereign Loxp is on me, 
61 because the Lord has anointed me 
to preach good news to the poor 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim freedom for the captives 
and release from darkness for the 
prisoners,* 
2to proclaim the year of the Lorp’s favor 
and the day ot vengeance of our God, 
to comfort all who mourn, 
and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 
to bestow on them a crown of beauty 
instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness 
instead of mourning, 
and a garment of praise 
instead of a spirit of despair. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
a planting of the Lorp 
for the display of his splendor. 


‘They will rebuild the ancient ruins 
and restore the places long devastated; 
they will renew the ruined cities 
that have been devastated for generations. 
Aliens will shepherd your flocks; 
foreigners will work your fields and 
vineyards. 


61:1 Jesus Began Here 

When Jesus was ready to announce himself and his 
mission, he began with a dramatic quotation of this 
passage (Luke 4:18-19), Notably, he stopped in 
mid-sentence, before he reached the phrase “the 
day of vengeance of our God.’ Jesus taught that 
this day of vengeance would indeed take place, but 
at the time of his second coming, not his first. 


| Hebrew: Septuagint the blind 


°4 Hephzibah means my delight is in her. 


ISATAT 6216 
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wort, the Lown, love justice, 
I hate robbery and iniquily, 

In my falthfulnene | will reward them 
and make an everlasting covenant with 


them, 
“Their descendants oll be known among the 
nations 
and their cltopeey among the peoples 
All who see them will acknowledge 
that they area people the Loup hae 
blenned.’ f 


101 delight greatly in the Lona, 
my soul rejoices in my God, ’ a 
For he has clothed me with garments of 
salvation o7 
and arrayed me in a robe of Hy gtr 
as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels. medi f 
l1For as the soil makes the sprout come up 
and a garden causes seeds to grow, 
so the Sovereign Loxp will make righteous 
and praise y ¢ oO 
spring up before all nations. : th he 
‘ de ove 


+ 


y 


Zion’s New Name “ 


{ brsle 
62 For Zion’s sake | will not keep silent, 
for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain 
quiet, 
till her righteousness shines out like the dawn, 
her salvation like a blazing torch, » es { 
2The nations will see your righteousness, 
and ail kings your glory; i 
you will be called bya newname *) 
that the mouth of the Loxp will bestow, 
3You will be a crown of splendor in the Loxb's, 
hand, “ i DAL 
a royal diadem in the hand of yourGod. 
4No longer will they call you Deserted, 


or name your land Desolate. _ opi air 
But you will be called Hephzibah) 4 
and your land Beulah; 1 See 


for the Lorb will take delight in you, 
and your land will be married. 
5As a young man marries a maiden,” 


so will your sons? marry you; — neil 
as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, 
so will your God rejoice over you. Mbge 


6] have posted watchmen on your walls,” seiner? 
O Jerusalem; LT ae 
they will never be silent dayor night} 


4 Beulah means married, 45 Or Builder 


a 
A 


ISAIAH 62:7 


You who call on the Lorp, 
give yourselves no rest, 
Zand give him no rest till he establishes 
Jerusalem 
and makes her the praise of the earth. 
sThe Lor has sworn by his right hand 
and by his mighty arm: 
‘Never again will I give your grain 
as food for your enemies, 
and never again will foreigners drink the new 
wine 
for which you have toiled; 
%put those who harvest it will eat it 
and praise the Lorp, 
and those who gather the grapes will drink it 
in the courts of my sanctuary.” 
10Pass through, pass through the gates! 
Prepare the way for the people. 
Build up, build up the highway! 
Remove the stones. 
Raise a banner for the nations, 
11The Lorp has made proclamation 
to the ends of the earth: 
‘Say to the Daughter of Zion, 
‘See, your Savior comes! 
See, his reward is with him, 
and his recompense accompanies him.’ 
12They will be called the Holy People, 
the Redeemed of the Lorp; 
and you will be called Sought After, 
the City No Longer Deserted. 


God's Day of Vengeance and Redemption 
63 Who is this coming from Edom, 


from Bozrah, with his garments stained 
crimson? 
Who is this, robed in splendor, 
striding forward in the greatness of his 
strength? 


“It is I, speaking in righteousness, 
mighty to save.” 


2Why are your garments red, 
like those of one treading the winepress? 


3| have trodden the winepress alone; 
from the nations no one was with me. 

I trampled them in my anger 
and trod them down in my wrath; 

their blood spattered my garments, 
and | stained all my clothing. 

4For the day of vengeance was in my heart, 


636 


according to all the LorD has done for us—= 
yes, the many good things he has done 
for the house of Israel, 
according to his compassion and many 
kindnesses. 
8He said, “Surely they are my people, 
sons who will not be false to me”;, 
and so he became their Savior. ‘ 
91n all their distress he too was distressed, 
and the angel of his presence saved them. 
In his love and mercy he redeemed themy 
he lifted them up and carried them 
all the days of old. 
Yet they rebelled 
and grieved his Holy Spirit. 
So he turned and became their enemy 
and he himself fought against them. 


11Then his people recalled¢ the days of old, 
the days of Moses and his people— 
where is he who brought them through the 
sea, 
with the shepherd of his flock? 
Where is he who set 
his Holy Spirit among them, 
12who sent his glorious arm of power 
to be at Moses’ right hand, 
who divided the waters before them, 
to gain for himself everlasting renown, 
13who led them through the depths? 
Like a horse in open country, 
they did not stumble; 
like cattle that go down to the plain, 
they were given rest by the Spirit of the 
Lorp. 
This is how you guided your people 
to make for yourself a glorious name. 


1SLook down from heaven and see 
from your lofty throne, holy and 
glorious. 
Where are your zeal,and your might? 
Your tenderness and compassion are 
withheld from us. 
16But you are our Father, 
though Abraham does not know us 
or Israel acknowledge us; 
you, O Lorp, are our Father, 
our Redeemer from of old is your name. 


63:9 A Lesson from History 


The Babylonian captivity brought a grave crisis to 
the Israelites. To the Jews, God’s own integrity was 
at stake. They had a treaty, or covenant, with him, 
Had he abandoned them? In this chapter, the 
prophet reviews all the good things God has done 
for the Israelites and says that, even in the worst 
feiss (ee alinetg distress he too was distressed.” 
with them in the then 
would be with them in Then - 


and the year of my redemption has come. 
5] looked, but there was no one to help, 

I was appalled that no one gave support; 
so my own arm worked salvation for me, 

and my own wrath sustained me. 
6] trampled the nations in my anger; 

in my wrath | made them drunk 

and poured their blood on the ground.”” 


Praise and Prayer 


71 will tell of the kindnesses of the Lorp, 
the deeds for which he is to be praised, 


#11 Or But may he recall 


637 


wWhy, © Lore, do you make us wander from 
your ways 
and harden our hearts so we do not revere 
you? 
Return for the sake of your servants, 
the tribes that are your inheritance 
iNFor a little while your people possessed your 
holy place, 
sul now our enemies have trampled down 
your sanctuary 
We are yours from of old; 
but you have not ruled over them, 
rot been called by your name” 


they have 
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and 


64 come down, 
that the mountains would tremble before 
you! 
As when fire sets twigs ablaze 
and causes water to boil, 
come down to make your name known to your 
enemies 
ind cause the nations to quake before you! 


‘For when you did awesome things that we did 


not expect 
ou came down, and the mountains 
trembled before you 
‘Since ancient times no one has heard, 


no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
who acts on behalf of those who wait for 
him, 
5You come to the help of those who gladly do 
right, 
who remember your ways. 
But wien we continued to sin against them, 
you were angry. 
How then can we be saved? 
6All of us have become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 
we all shrivel up like a leaf. 
and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 
7No one calls on your name 
or strives to lay hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us 
and made us waste away because of our 
sins. 


8Yet, O Lorp, you are our Father. 
We are the clay, you are the potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 

9Do not be angry beyond measure, O Lorp; 
do not remember our sins forever. 

Oh, look upon us, we pray, 
for we are all your people. 

10Your sacred cities have become a desert; 


even Zion is a desert, Jerusalem a desolation. 


|Our holy and glorious temple, where our 
fathers praised you, 
has been burned with fire, 
and all that we treasured lies in ruins. 
!2After all this, O Lorp, will you hold yourself 
back? 
Will you keep silent and punish us beyond 
measure? 


ISAIAH 65-11 

Judgment and Salvation 
65 “1 revealed myself to those who did not 

ask for me; 
* “Twas found by those whe did not seek me. 
To a nation that did not call on niy pame, 

I said, ‘Here am 1, here am 4’ 

2All day long I have held out my hands 


to an obstinate people, 
who walk in ways not good, % y, 
pursuing their own imaginations— 


Ja people who continually provoke me 
to my very face, : 
offering sacrifices in gardens 
and burning incense on altars of brick, 
4who sit among the graves 
and spend their nights keeping secret vigil; 
who eat the flesh of pigs, 
and whose pots hold broth of unclean meat; 
5who say, ‘Keep away; don’t come near me, 
for | am too sacred for you!’ 
Such people are smoke in my nostrils, 
a fire that keeps burning all day. 
6”See, it stands written before me; 
I will not keep silent but will pay, back in full; 
I will pay it back into their laps— 
7both your sins and the sins of your fathers,” 
says the Lorp. 
“Because they burned sacrifices on the. 
mountains 
and defied me on the hills, 
I will measure into their laps 
the full payment for their former deeds.” 
8This is what the Lorp says: 


“As when juice is still found in a cluster of 


grapes 
and men say, ‘Don’t destroy it, 
there is yet some good in it,’ 
so will I do in behalf of my servants; 
I will not destroy them all. 
9] will bring forth descendants from Jacob, 
and from Judah those who will possess my 
mountains; — 
my chosen people will inherit them, 
and there will my servants live. 
10Sharon will become a pasture for flocks, 
and the Valley of Achor a resting place for 


herds, 
for my people who seek me. 


11But as for you who forsake the Lorp 
and forget my holy mountain, 


65:3 Provoking God 
In this speech, God is directly attacking the most 
repulsive practices of Judah, notably its idolatry. 


£19 Or We are like those you have never ruled, | like those never called by your name 


ISAIAH 65:12 


who spread a table for Fortune 
and fill bowls of mixed wine for Destiny, 
12] will destine you for the sword, 
and you will all bend down for the slaughter; 
for | called but you did not answer, 
I spoke but you did not listen, 
You did evil in my sight 
and chose what displeases me. 


” 


13Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lorp 
says: 


“My servants will eat, 
but you will go hungry; 
my servants will drink, 
but you will go thirsty; 
my servants will rejoice, 
but you will be put to shame. 
l4My servants will sing 
out of the joy of their hearts, 
but you will cry out 
from anguish of heart 
and wail in brokenness of spirit, 
15You will leave your name 
to my chosen ones as a curse; 
the Sovereign Lorp will put you to death, 
but to his servants he will give another 
name. 
16Whoever invokes a blessing in the land 
will do so by the God of truth; 
he who takes an oath in the land 
will swear by the God of truth. 
For the past troubles will be forgotten 
and hidden from my eyes. 


New Heavens and a New Earth 


17Behold, I will create 
new heavens and a new earth. 
The former things will not be remembered, 
nor will they come to mind. 
1@But-be glad and rejoice forever 
in what I will create, 
for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight 
and its people a joy. 
19] will rejoice over Jerusalem 
and take delight in my people; 
the sound of weeping and of crying 
will be heard in it no more. 


20’Never again will there be in it 
an infant who lives but a few days, 
or an old man who does not live out his 
years; 
he who dies at a hundred 
will be thought a mere youth; 
he who fails to reach? a hundred 
will be considered accursed. 
2iThey will build houses and dwell in them; 
they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22No longer will they build houses and others 
live in them, 
or plant and others eat. 
For as the days of a tree, 
so will be the days of my people; 
my chosen ones will long enjoy 
the works of their hands. 


420 Or/ the sinner who reaches 


They will not toil in vain 


or bear children doomed to mish “ * 
for they will be a people blessed by 
they and their descendants with ther. 


*Before they call | will answer, ne 
while they are still opealinyg, | will hear. 
29 The wolf and the lamb will feed together, — 
and the lion will eat straw like the on, 
but dust will be the serpent’s food, 
They will neither harm nor destroy 
on all my holy mountain,” en 
says the Lonp. 
Judgment and Hope 
This is what the Loxp says: 


6 bd 
“Heaven is my throne, , 
and the earth is my footstool. 
Where is the house you will build for me? 
Where will my resting place be? 
2Has not my hand made all these things, 
and so they came into being?” 
declares the Loun- 


* 


“This is the one I esteem: 
he who is humble and contrite in spirit, 
and trembles at my word. 
3But whoever sacrifices a 
is like one who kills a man, 
and whoever offers a lamb, 
like one who breaks a dog’s neck, 
whoever makes a grain offering 
is like one who presents pig's blood, 
and whoever burns memorial incense, 
like one who worships an idol. 
They have chosen their own ways, 
and their souls delight in their abominations; 
4s0 I also will choose harsh treatment for them 
and will bring upon them what they dread. 
For when I called, no one answered, 
when I spoke, no one listened. 
They did evil in my sight 
and chose what displeases me.” 
5Hear the word of the Loxp, 
you who tremble at his word: 
“Your brothers who hate you, 
and exclude you because of my name, have 
said, 
‘Let the Loxp be glorified, 
that we may see your joy!” 
Yet they will be put to shame. 
Hear that uproar from the city, 
hear that noise from the temple! 
It is the sound of the Lorzp 
repaying his enemies all they deserve 
7"Before she goes into labor, ut 
she gives birth; 
before the pains come upon her, 
she delivers a son. 
8Who has ever heard of such a thing? 
Who has ever seen such things? 
Can a country be born in a day cs 
or a nation be brought forth in a moment? 
Yet no sooner is Zion in labor 
than she gives birth to her children. 
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EREMIAH 


INTRODUCTION 


God’s Reluctant Messenger 


Jeremiab felt frightened and insecure—but he burned 
with a message 


“Do not be afraid of them, for | am with you and will rescue you,” declares the Loro. 1:8 


and that is saying something, But he 


‘eremiah lived one of the most dramatic lives in the Bible, J 
an 


never learned to like his role. Through all the excitement he remained reluctant, insecure, 


‘often unhappy. 

God chose him to be “over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and 
overthrow, to build and to plant” (1:10). To accomplish that, Jeremiah had only one resource, his 
mouth. How did he respond to such an awesome challenge? “Ah, Sovereign Loro,” he said, “I do 
not know how to speak; | am only a child” (1:6). He didn’t stride forward; he barely hung on. He 
wanted out of the job. 

His only encouragement was God's promise: “Today | have made you a fortified city, an iron 
pillar and a bronze wall to stand against the whole land” (1:18). For 40 years Jeremiah gave top 
officials a warning they hated to hear and refused to heed. Several times they arrested and 
imprisoned him; they nearly killed him. 

His message? With God's approval, the savage Babylonians would sweep down into Judah. 
Clever alliances with other powers like Egypt would not help, said Jeremiah. Neither would 
Judah’s half-hearted religion. Judah’s only hope lay in renewing an alliance with the living God. 


A Disturbing Glimpse of Jeremiah’s Mind 
The book of Jeremiah stands out not for beautiful poetry or great ideas. Its power comes from 
its disturbing glimpse of Jeremiah’s mind. Jeremiah talked like a man who has awakened from a 
d that the nightmare is coming true. His words were sledgehammer blows 


nightmare, convince 
designed to crack the hardest, most indifferent skull. Though he wished to keep quiet, he found 
that God’s “word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones” (20:9). 

No prophet exposed his feelings more than Jeremiah. His relationship with God was streaked 
with quarrels, reproaches, and outbursts. He told God he wished he were dead (20:14-18). He 
accused God of being unreliable (15:18). But God offered no sympathy. Rather, he promised more 
of the same, reminding Jeremiah of his promise to stand by him (12:5-6; 15:19-20). Their 


relationship, doubts and all, forms one of the best examples in the Bible of what it means to 


follow God in spite of everything. 
Reason to Fear 

Jeremiah frankly feared death. He wearied of ridicule. He hated standing alone against the 
crowd. He told God how he felt. Yet he obeyed God, and in the end his message proved true. He 
stands as a far greater man than the kings in their luxurious palaces who imprisoned him and 


burned his writings. 

He spoke a gloomy message in a gloomy time, and as a result his words are not always pleasant 
to read. He reminds us that God’s message is not always comforting and encouraging. People whc 
disregard him will have reason to fear. For a world that defies him, he plans judgment. And no 
one, not even his chosen messengers, will escape suffering. God’s presence will make them 


strong enough to face it. 


How to Read Jeremiah 


Suppose you find, in an old trunk, a thick packet of letters written by an old relative. You soon 
realize they are all out of order, Those letters might contain the whole of your relative’s life, but 
to get his story straight, you’d have to read the whole packet. A reader of Jeremiah finds a very 
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similar situation, The book is an anthology of prophecies qiven at differant times, june 
ne that the book Is in chron order, you 
hard to reconstruct the ordar of the vents 


forward and bac kward in histary, and ih you tina 
me very ¢ 


in Old Testament history 

Now, during. Jeromial’s life, 
assembled (rOOps against the remaining, Souther 
jeremiah loudly insisted 
by letting Babylon take them Into captivity 

Many passages (0 Jeremiah refer to the 
them as 4 reference polntln figuring out 

Josiah (17 years) 
Jehoahag (4 months) 
Jehoiakim (12 years) 
Jehoiachin (@ months) 
Zedekiah (11 years) 

Second Kings 23-25 or 2 € hronicles 34-36 
can read a brief synopsis 
situation ler 

To capture 


PLANS FOR READING JEREMIAH 


PLAN 1: An Overview of Jeremiah in 4 Days 
[) Day 1. Read the Introduction to 


the full emotion of Jeremiah, 


indictment of his people. 


ontused, Fortunately, 1 ts nol 


World War Ih threa 


to a nation about to be destroyed by wat. 
it into two countries, Israel In the North and Judah in the ' 
Assyria had conquered the Northern 


tened, Another farce kingdom, fabylon, 
Kingdom, Would God save 


nn 


for more than 20 years that God would punish Jud 
He lived to see his here leet 

five kings he knew. 

the order of events: 


ives an overall historical summary of 
in “A Lineup of Rulers,” page 438, The better you grasp 


emiah lived in, the more insight you will 
you may want to read the first few chapters out loud, 
? 


Jeremiah, and chapter 2, for 
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‘Three hundred yout beter Bins 
"World War I 


Kingdom, This disaster wae 


U 


hie 
rae, 


h just as he 
Mme (Ue, 
thelr names, Use 


hen you sae 


their reigns. You 
the historical 
ave into his words. 


God's passionate © 


) Day 2. Read chapter 15, part of an emotional dialogue between Jeremiah and God. — 


Day 3. Read chapter 31, God's promise of restoration and a 


new covenant, 


Day 4. Read chapter 38, for Jeremiah’s dramatic skirmishes with death in the fast. 


days of Jerusalem. 
PLAN 2: All of Jeremiah in 51 Days 


Jeremiah in 5 Os 70 80 9O 00 1 2 
Boe ea tra a 210 220) 230 240) 25 2) 26 27) ae ea : 
F} 310) 320) 330 34 0) 35.0 36 0 97 380 390) 400) 410 420 43D 44-45 
5) 460 470 48.0 49.0 500 510 82 ; 


1 The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one of 
the priests at Anathoth in the territory of Benja- 
in. 2The word of the Lorp came to him in the 
thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah son of Amon 
king of Judah, 3and through the reign of Jehoiakim 
son of Josiah king of Judah, down to the fifth 
,onth of the eleventh year of Zedekiah son of 
Josiah king of Judah, when the people of Jerusalem 
went into exile. 


The Call of Jeremiah 
‘The word of the Lorp came to me, saying, 


5“Before I formed you in the womb I knew# 
you, 
“5 Or chose 


before you were born I set you apart; 
| appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 


6Ah, Sovereign Lorp,” | said, “I do not know 
how to speak; | am only a child.” 

7But the Lorp said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am 
only a child.’ You must go to everyone Isend you 
to and say whatever I command you. 8Do not be 
afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue 
you,” declares the Lorp. ; ‘ 

gThen the Lorp reached out his hand and 
touched my mouth and said to me, “Now, I have 
put my words in your mouth. 10See, today | ap- 
point you over nations and kingdoms to uproot 
and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build 
and to plant.” ‘ pie 3 


f womans 
‘ 


+ 
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11The word of the Lorp came to me; “What do 
you see, Jeremiah?” ° 

“I see the branch of an almond tree,” I replied. 

12The Lorp said to me, “You have seen correct- 
ly, for I am watching? to see that my word is 
fulfilled.” 

13The word of the Lorp came to me again: 
“What do you see?” 

“T see a boiling pot, tilting away from the 
north,” I answered. 

MThe Lorp said to me, “From the north disaster 
will be poured out on all who live in the land, 15] 
am about to summon all the peoples of the north- 
ern kingdoms,” declares the Lor. 


“Their kings will come and set up their thrones 
in the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem; 
they will come against all her surrounding 
walls 
and against all the towns of Judah. 
16] will pronounce my judgments on my people 
because of their wickedness in forsaking me, 
in burning incense to other gods 
and in worshiping what their hands have 
made. 


17Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them 
whatever I command you. Do not be terrified by 
them, or | will terrify you before them. 18Today I 
have made you a fortified city, an iron pillar and a 
bronze wall to stand against the whole land— 
against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests 
and the people of the land. 1°They will fight 
against you but will not overcome you, for | am 
with you and will rescue you,” declares the Lorp. 


Israel Forsakes God 


The word of the Lorp came to me: 2“Go and 
proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem: 


“7 remember the devotion of your youth, 
how as a bride you loved me 
and followed me through the desert, 
through a land not sown. 
3Israel was holy to the Lorp, 
the firstfruits of his harvest; 
all who devoured her were held guilty, 
and disaster overtook them,’ ” 
declares the Lorp. 


4Hear the word of the Lorp, O house of Jacob, 
all you clans of the house of Israel. 


5This is what the Lorp says: 


“What fault did your fathers find in me, 
that they strayed so far from me? 

They followed worthless idols 
and became worthless themselves. 

They did not ask, ‘Where is the Lorp, 
who brought us up out of Egypt 

and led us through the barren wilderness, 
through a land of deserts and rifts, 

a land of drought and darkness,’ 


412 The Hebrew for watching sounds like the Hebrew for almond tree. 
western coastlands 
tradition my 16 Hebrew Noph 
Euphrates 


#10 The home of Bedouin tribes in the Syro-Arabian desert 
416 Or have cracked your skull 


a land where no one travels and no one _ 
7 


lives’ ? 
71 brought you into a fertile land 
to eat re fruit and rich produte. 
But you came and defiled my land 
and made my inheritance detestable. 
SThe priests did not ask, 
‘Where is the Lorp?” 
Those who deal with the law did not know me; 
the leaders rebelled against me. 
The prophets prophesied by Baal, 
following worthless idols. 
9% Therefore I bring charges against you again,” 
ve declares the Lorp. 
“And I will bring charges against your 
children’s children. 
10Cross over to the coasts of Kittime and look, 
send to Kedar and observe closely; 
see if there has ever been anything like this: 
11Has a nation ever changed its gods? 
(Yet they are not gods at all.) 
But my people have exchanged theirs Glory 
for worthless idols. 
12Be appalled at this, O heavens, 
and shudder with great horror,” 
declares the Lorp. 
13My people have committed two sins: 
They have forsaken me, 
the spring of living water, 
and have dug their own cisterns, 
broken cisterns that cannot hold water. 
l4Js Israel a servant, a slave by birth? 
Why then has he become plunder? 
15Lions have roared; 
they have growled at him. 
They have laid waste his land; 
his towns are burned and deserted. 
16Also, the men of Memphis/ and Tahpanhes 
have shaved the crown of your head.z 
\7Have you not brought this on yourselves 
by forsaking the Lorp your God 
when he led you in the way? 
18Now why go to Egypt 
to drink water from the Shihorh? 
And why go to Assyria 
to drink water from the River!? 
19Your wickedness will punish you; 
your backsliding will rebuke you. 


2:13 An Astounding Trade 


Jeremiah piles image on top of image, 

a way to express the astounding fact a 
had traded the living God for the idols of their 
neighbors. Here he compares the deed to 
exchanging a spring of living water for a leaky 
cistern. In verse 20 he graphically compares 
idolatry to sexual promiscuity. In an i it 
twist, Jesus offered “living water” to a sexually 
Promiscuous Samaritan woman in john 4:10. 


- 


£10 That is, Cyprus and 
11 Masoretic Text; an ancient Hebrew scribal 
"18 That is, a branch of the Nile 


°6 Orand the shadow of death 


Consider then and realize 
how evil and bitter it is for you 
when you forsake the Lorp your God 
and have no awe of me, 
declare 
20Long ago you broke off your yoke 
and tore off your bonds; , 
vou said, ‘I will not serve you! 
Indeed, on every high hill 
and under every spreading tree 
you lay down as a prostitute. 
‘i had planted you like a choice vine 
of sound and reliable stock. 
How then did you turn against me 
into a corrupt, wild vine? 
Although you wash yourself with soda 
ind use an abundance of soap, 
the stain of your guilt is still before me,’’ 


declares the Sovereign Lorp. 


‘How can you say, ‘lam not defiled; 
| have not run after the Baals’? 

See how you behaved in the valley; 
consider what you have done. 


You are a swift she-camel 
running here and there, 
4a wild donkey accustomed to the desert, 


sniffing the wind in her craving— 
in her heat who can restrain her? 
Any maies that pursue her need not tire 
themselves; 
at mating time they will find her. 
sDo not run until your feet are bare 
and your throat is dry 
But you said, ‘It’s no use! 
| love foreign gods, 
and | must go after them.’ 


26" As a thief is disgraced when he is caught, 
so the house of Israel is disgraced— 
they, their kings and their officials, 
their priests and their prophets 
*’They say to wood, ‘You are my father,’ 
and to stone, ‘You gave me birth.’ 
They have turned their backs to me 
and not their faces; 
yet when they are in trouble, they say, 
Come and save us!’ 
*4Where then are the gods you made for 
yourselves? 
Let them come if they can“$ave you 
when you are in trouble! 
For you have as many gods 
as you have towns, O Judah. 


“Why do you bring charges against me? 
You have all rebelled against me,’” 


declares the Lorp. 


!n vain I punished your people; 

they did not respond to correction. 
Your sword has devoured your prophets 

like a ravening lion, 


‘You of this generation, consider the word of 


the Lorp: 


‘Have I been a desert to Israel 


*2 Oran Arab 


« the Lord, the Loxp Almighty. 
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or a land of great darknensg? 
Why do my people say, ‘We ate free to roam; 
we will come to you no more’? a 
2Does a maiden forget her jewelry, 
a bride her wedding ornaments? 
Yet my people have forgotten me, 
days without number. 
How skilled you are at pursuing love! 
Even the worst of women can learn from 
your ways, 
4On your clothes men find 
the lifeblood of the innocent poor, 
though you did not catch them breaking in. 
Yet in spite of all this 
35 you say, ‘I am innocent; 
he is not angry with me.” 
But I will pass judgment on you 
because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’ 
Why do you go about so much, 
changing your ways? 
You will be disappointed by Egypt 
as you were by Assyria. 
37You will also leave that place 
with your hands on your head, 
for the Lorp has rejected those you trust; 
you will not be helped by them. 


3 “If a man divorces his wife 
and she leaves him and marries another 
. man, 
should he return to her again? 
Would not the land be completely defiled? 
But you have lived as a prostitute with many 
lovers— 
would you now return to me?” 
declares the Lorp. 
2Look up to the barren heights and see. 
Is there any place where you haye not been 
tavished? 
By the roadside you sat waiting for lovers, 
sat like a nomads in the desert. 
You have defiled the land 
with your prostitution and wickedness. 
3Therefore the showers have been withheld, 
and no spring rains have fallen. 
Yet you have the brazen look of a prostitute; 
you refuse to blush with shame. 
4Have you not just called to me: 
‘My Father, my friend from my youth, 
5will you always be angry? 
Will your wrath continue forever?’ 
This is how you talk, 
but you do all the evil you can.” 


Unfaithful Israel 


®During the reign of King Josiah, the Lorp said 
to me, “Have you seen what faithless Israel has 
done? She has gone up on every high hill and. 
under every spreading tree and has committed 
adultery there. 71 thought that after she had done 
all this she would return to me but she did not, and 
her unfaithful sister Judah saw it. 81 gave faithless 
Israel her certificate of divorce and sent her 
because of all her adulteries. Yet | saw that her 


— 


JEREMIAH 3:9 
unfaithful sister Judah had no fear; she also went 
out and committed adultery. *Because Israels im- 
morality mattered so little to her, she defiled the 
land and committed adultery with stone and 
wood, !In spite of all this, her unfaithful sister 
Judah did not return to me with all her heart, but © 
only in pretense,” declares the Lorp. 

11The Lorp said to me, “Faithless Israel is more 
teous than unfaithful Judah. 12Go, proclaim 
message toward the north: 


“ ‘Return, faithless Israel,’ declares the Lor, 
‘I will frown on you no longer, 

for am merciful,’ declares the Lorp, 
‘I will not be angry forever. 

13Only acknowledge your guilt— 
you have rebelled against the Lorp your 
God, 

you have scattered your favors to foreign gods 

under every spreading tree, 


and have not obeyed me,’ ” 
declares the Lorp. 


righ! 
Be 


14”Return, faithless people,” declares the Lorp, 
“for | am your husband. I will choose you—one 
from a town and two from a clan—and bring you 
to Zion. 15Then I will give you shepherds after my 
own heart, who will lead you with knowledge and 
understanding. 16In those days, when your num- 
bers have increased greatly in the land,” declares 
the Lorp, “men will no longer say, ‘The ark of the 
covenant of the Lorn.’ It will never enter their 
minds or be remembered; it will not be missed, nor 
will another one be made. !7At that time they will 
call Jerusalem The Throne of the Lorp, and all 
nations will gather in Jerusalem to honor the name 
of the Lorp. No longer will they follow the stub- 
bornness of their evil hearts. 18In those days the 
house of Judah will join the house of Israel, and 
together they will come from a northern land to the 
land I gave your forefathers as an inheritance. 

19 myself said, 


“ ‘How gladly would I treat you like sons 
and give you a desirable land, 
the most beautiful inheritance of any nation.’ 
I thought you would call me ‘Father’ 
and not turn away from following me. 
20But like a woman unfaithful to her husband, 
so you have been unfaithful to me, O house 
of Israel,” 
declares the Lorp. 


21A cry is heard on the barren heights, 
the weeping and pleading of the people of 
Israel, 
because they have perverted their ways 


3:10 A Superficial Change 

King Josiah, one of the few good kings in Judah’s 
history, led a massive religious reform (see 2 Kings 
22 and 23). While Josiah was unquestionably 
sincere, Jeremiah saw that the nation’s return to 
God wasn’t. Jeremiah’s accusation was borne out 
after King Josiah’s death: Judah returned quickly to 
her former ways. 
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and have forgotten the Lorp their God. 


2"Return, faithless people; st) 
I will cure you of backsliding.”” ~ 
“Yes, we will come to you, . 
for you are the Lorp our God. 
23Surely the idolatrous, commotion on the hills 
and mountains is a deception; a! 
surely in the Loxp our God 
is the salvation of Israel. 
24From our youth shameful gods have consumed 
the fruits of our fathers’ labor— 
their flocks and herds, 
their sons and daughters. 
2Let us lie down in our shame, 
and let our disgrace cover us. 
We have sinned against the Lorpv our God, 
both we and our fathers; 
from our youth till this day 
we have not obeyed the Lorp our God.” 


4 “If you will return, O Israel, 


return to me,” 
declares the Lorp. 
“If you put your detestable idols out of my 
sight 
and no longer go astray, 
2and if ina truthful, just and righteous way 
you swear, ‘As surely as the Lorp lives,’ 
then the nations will be blessed by him 
and in him they will glory.”’ 
3This is what the Lorp says to the men of Judah 
and to Jerusalem: 
“Break up your unplowed ground 
and do not sow among thorns. 
4Circumcise yourselves to the Lorp, 
circumcise your hearts, 
you men of Judah and people of Jerusalem, 
or my wrath will break out and burn like fire 
because of the evil you have done— 
burn with no one to quench it. 


Disaster From the North 


5” Announce in Judah and proclaim in Jerusalem 
and say: 
‘Sound the trumpet throughout the land!’ 
Cry aloud and say: 
‘Gather together! 
Let us flee to the fortified cities!’ 
6Raise the signal to go to Zion! 
Flee for safety without delay! 
For I am bringing disaster from the north, 
even terrible destruction.” 


7A lion has come out of his lair; 
a destroyer of nations has set out. 
He has left his place 
to lay waste your land, 
Your towns will lie in ruins 
without inhabitant. 
8So put on sackcloth, 
lament and wail, 
for the fierce anger of the Lorp 
has not turned away from us. 


In that day,” declares the Lorp, 


‘the king and the officials will lose heart, 
the priests will be horrified 
and the prophets will be 

JoThen | said, “Ah, Sovereign Lorp, how com- 
pletely you have dec eived this people and Jerusa- 
lem by saying. ‘You will have peace,’ when the 
sword is at our throats. : 

1 At that time this people and Jerusalem will be 
told, “A seorching wind from the barren heights in 
the desert blows toward my people, but not to 
winnow or cleanse; 1a wind too strong for that 
comes from me.* Now I pronounce my judgments 
against them. 

\3Look! He advances like the clouds, 
his chariots come like a whirlwind, 
his horses are swifter than eagles. 
Woe to us! We are ruined! 
M4 Jerusalem, wash the evil from your heart 
and be saved 
How long will you harbor wicked thoughts? 
154 voice is announcing from Dan, 
proclaiming disaster from the hills of 
Ephraim 
16"*Te!) this to the nations, 
proclaim it to Jerusalem: 
A besieging army is coming from a distant 
land, 

raising a war cry against the cities of Judah. 
\7They surround her like men guarding a field, 

because she has rebelled against me,’ ’” 

declares the Lorp. 
18Your own conduct and actions 

have brought this upon you. 

This is your punishment 
How bitter it is! 
How it pierces to the heart!” 


appalled.” 


19Oh, my anguish, my anguish! 
1 writhe in pain. 
Oh, the agony of my heart! 
My heart pounds within me, 
I cannot keep silent 
For | have heard the sound of the trumpet; 
| have heard the battle cry 
Disaster follows disaster; 
the whole land lies in ruins. 
In an instant my tents are destroyed, 
my shelter ina moment. 
2\How long must I see the battle standard 
and hear the sound of the trumpet? 


2My people are fools; 

they do not know me 
They are senseless children; 

they have no understanding 
They are skilled in doing evil; 

they know not how to do good.” 


3 looked at the earth, 
and it was formless and empty; 
and at the heavens, 
and their light was gone. 
+4] looked at the mountains, 
and they were quaking; 
all the hills were swaying. 


2 Or comes at my command 
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25] looked, and there were no people; 
every bird in the sky had flown away. 
26] looked, and the fruitful land was a desert; 
all its towns lay in ruins 
before the Lorn, before his fierce anger, ~ 


27This is what the Lorp says: . 
“The whole land will be ruined, 
though I will not destroy it completely. 
28Therefore the earth will mourn 
and the heavens above grow dark, 
because I have spoken and will not relent, 
I have decided and will not turn back.” 


29At the sound of horsemen and archers 
every town takes to flight. 
Some go into the thickets; 
some climb up among the rocks. 
All the towns are deserted; 
no one lives in them. id 
30What are you doing, O devastated one? 
Why dress yourself in scarlet 
and put on jewels of gold? 
Why shade your eyes with paint? 
You adorn yourself in vain. 
Your lovers despise you; 
they seek your life. 
31] hear a cry as of a woman in labor, 
a groan as of one bearing her first child— 
the cry of the Daughter of Zion gasping for 
breath, ) 
stretching out her hands and saying, 
“Alas! I am fainting; 
my life is given over to murderers.” 


Not One Is Upright _ 


“Go up and down the streets of Jerusalem, 
look around and consider, 
search through her squares. 
If you can find but ore person 
who deals honestly and seeks the truth, 
1 will forgive this city. 
AInE Ug they say, ‘As surely as the Lorp 
ives,’ 


4:23 Return to the Void 

Jeremiah used words from Genesis 1:2 to describe 

the effect of the Israelites’ sin. It was as though the 

ferrelites were carrying the min back to the chaos 
lore creation, destroying all the 

order God had ae hie Mies 


5:1 Search for an Honest Person 


In Genesis 18:22-33, Abraham tried to convii 
God not to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah te 


many as ten righteous could’be found. 
agreed, but Me eas ten did not exist. tify 
God offers to forgive Jerusalem if a honest 


person can be found. God’s people 
Sodom’s level (23:14). se 
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But with one accord they too had broken off 


still they are swearing falsely,” 
the yoke 
‘0 Lorp, do not your eyes look for truth? and torn off the bonds. 
You struck them, but they felt no pain; ohpretere 8 lion from the forest will attack: 
y ushed them, but they refused them, * 
a corres tion. a wolf from the desert will ravage them, 
They made their faces harder than stone a leopard will lie in wait near their towns 
and refused to repent to tear to pleces any who venture out, Py 
4] thought, “These are only the poor; for their rebellion is great 
tthetare (Golo aa ‘and their backslidings many. 
for they do not know the way of the Lorp, 7/’Why should | forgive you? 
Your children have forsaken me 


the requirements of their God, 
and sworn by gods that are not gods. 


ders 

; I supplied all their needs, 

yet they committed adultery 

and thronged to the houses of prostitutes. 


50 L will go to the le, 
and speak to them; 

surely they know the way of the Lorp, 
the requirements of their God,’ 


LP INSIGHT ; 


A Lover’s Quarrel 
The violent emotions of a scorned lover 


“You have lived as a prostitute with many lovers—would you now return to me?” declares the 


Lor. 3:1 
he disturbance comes late in the night when most of the villagers are sleeping. They are 
aroused by shouting and screaming. Neighbors rush to the hut where the noise is heard, and 


see a man beating his wife. x 
They hesitate to interfere in a scuffle between husband and wife, but the woman is screaming 
for help. As the neighbors restrain the angry husband, they learn the reason for this lover's 


quarrel: the husband believes his wife has been unfaithful. 
He is convinced that the most precious, desired gift anyone can offer has been abused: love 


has been betrayed. 

Lovers often react to unfaithfulness with intense emotions—emotions that can lead to violence 
and even murder. 
Words that Tear His Heart 

It is a lovers’ quarrel that Jeremiah exposes in chapters 2 and 3, and the emotions are violent 
and helpless. Again and again God makes his charge apninet Judah. Of all the nations, he had 
picked her; he had tenderly offered his protection and care. But she keeps plesplle with other 
men. He warns her again and again, but she ignores him. She saw how he divorced her sister 


Israel. Doesn't she know he will do the same to her? 
God's words bleed pain. He accuses as though he cannot help himself, although his words tear 


his own heart. First, he is tender, full of memories: “| remember . . . how as a bride you loved me 
and followed me through the desert’ (2:2). But then, you “tore off your bonds; you said, ‘I will 
not serve you!’ Indeed, on every high hill and under every spreading tree you lay down as a 
prostitute” (2:20). In disgust God compares Judah to a donkey in heat, “sniffing the wind in her 
craving. ... Any males that pursue her need not tire themselves” (2:24). But the comparison hurts 


him more than her. His love, not hers, is scorned, 


Married to a Whore 
The prophet Hosea was the first to draw the picture of God married to a prostitute. Jeremiah 


amplifies it. The comparison cries out both the passionate love God feels for his people and the 
terrible, wounded pain he feels at their betrayal. Jeremiah’s imagery is violent and dark, but 
underneath it, something wonderful shines out: the tender and personal love of God for his 


people. 

The “adultery” Jeremiah wrote about focuses on the worship of idols. Most modern people find 
it hard to understand why Israelites felt any impulse to kneel before wooden or metal statues, or 
why their doing so made God furious. But when Jeremiah refers to it as adultery, God’s hatred of 
idolatry becomes understandable. God meant his people to have only one true love in their 
lives—God himself. God the lover will not take second place; he refuses to “share’’ his bride. 


Life Questions: Have you ever fought with God? What issues were you fighting about? 
NS 


dd, lusty stallions, 
another mai 

pach neighing for ane 

: Fe punish them for this 

the Load 

hot avenge myself 

such a nation as this? 


sThey are well-fe 


hrough her vineyards and ravage them, 
io not destroy them completely 
branches, 
¢ people do not belong to the Lorp. 
The house of Israel and the house ot Judah 
been utterly unfaithful to me 
declares the Lorp. 


have 


They have lied about the Loro, 
they said, “He will do nothing! 
harm will came to us 
© will never see sword or famine, 
ets are but wind 
{ the word is not in them, 
{ what they say be done to them.” 


“Therefore this is what the Lorp God Almighty 


Because the people have spoken these words, 
| will make my words in your mouth a fire 
and these people the wood it consumes. 
rouse of Israel,” declares the Loxp, 

Jam bringing a distant nation against 
you 
an ancient and endunng nation, 
) people whose language you do not know, 
ose speech you do not understand 
quivers are like an open grave; 
ot them are mighty warriors. 
They will devour your harvests and food, 
jevour your sons and daughters; 
ey will devour your flocks and herds, 
devour your vines and fig trees. 
With the sword they will destroy 
the fortified cities in which you trust, 


*Yet even in those days,” declares the Lorp, 
will not destroy you completely. "And when 
he people ask, ‘Why has the Lorp our God done 
all this to us?’ you will tell them, ‘As you have 
forsaken me and served foreign gods in your own 
land, so now you will serve foreigners in a land not 
your own 


20” Announce this to the house of Jacob 
and proclaim it in Judah: 

2\Hear this, you foolish and senseless people, 
who have eyes but do not see, 
who have ears but do not hear: 

2Should you not fear me?” declares the Lorp. 
“Should you not tremble in my presence? 

I made the sand a boundary for the sea, 
an everlasting barrier it cannot cross. 

The waves may roll, but they cannot prevail; 
they may roar, but they cannot cross it. 
23But these people have stubborn and rebellious 

hearts; 
they have turned aside and gone away. 
They do not say to themselves, 
‘Let us fear the Lorp our God, 
who gives autumn and spring rains in season, 
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who assures us of the regular weeks of 
i ert have kept these away; 
Your wrong ime have ~) 
your sins have deprived you of good. 
Among Mm le are wicked men 4 
who We 7 wail like men who snare birds 
and like those who set traps to catch men. 
7Like cages full of birds, ‘ 
their houses are full of deceit, 
they have become rich and powerful 
» and have grown fat ue bt 
Their evil deeds have no lint; 
they do not plead the case of the fatherless 
to win Ht, 
they do not defend the rights of the poor. 
2Should [not punish them for this?” 
declares the Loup. 
“Should | not avenge myself 
‘on such a nation as this? 


A horrible and shocking thing 
has happened in the ee 
41The prophets prophesy lies, 
the priests rule by their own authority, 
and my people love it this way. : 
But what will you do in the end? 


Jerusalem Under Siege 
“Flee for safety, people of Benjamin! 
Flee from Jerusalem! 
Sound the trumpet in Tekoa! 
Raise the signal over Beth Hakkerem! 
For disaster looms out of the north, 
even terrible destruction. 
21 will destroy the Daughter of Zion, 
so beautiful and delicate. 
3Shepherds with their flocks will come against 
her; 
they will pitch their tents around her, 
each tending his own portion.” 


4’Prepare for battle against her! 
Arise, let us attack at noon! 
But, alas, the daylight is fading, 
and the shadows of evening grow long. 
5So arise, let us attack at night 
and destroy her fortresses!” 


‘This is what the Lorp Almighty says: 


“Cut down the trees 

and build siege ramps against Jerusalem. 
This city must be punished; 

it is filled with oppression, 
7As a well pours out its water, 

so she pours out her wickedness. 
Violence and destruction resound in her; 

her sickness and wounds are ever before me. 
8Take warning, O Jerusalem, 

or I will turn away from you* 
and make your land desolate 

so no one can live in it.” 4 


This is what the Lorp Almighty says: 


“Let them glean the remnant of Israel rine 
as thoroughly as a vine; rv) egies 
pass your hand over the branches again, 
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like one gathering grapes." 


WTo whom can Lapeak and give warning? 
Who will listen to me? 
Their ears are closed 
so they cannot hear 
The word of the Lore is offensive to them; 
they find no pleasure in it 
"Buch am full of the wrath of the Loxp, 
and Leannot hold it in 


Pour itout on the children in the street 
and on the young men gath 1 together; 
both husband and wife will be caught in it, 
and the old, those weighed down with 
years 
Their houses will be turned over to others, 
together with their fields and their wives, 
when I stretch out my hand 
against those who live in the land,’ 
declares the Lorv: 
"From the least to the greatest, 
all are greedy for gain; 
prophets and priests alike, 
all practice deceit 
They dress the wound of my people 
as though it were not serious, 
Peace, peace,’ they say, 
when there is no peace 
'SAre they ashamed of their loathsome conduct? 
No, they have no shame at all; 
they do not even know how to blush, 
So they will fall among the fallen; 
they will be brought down when I punish 
them,” 


says the Lorp, 
16This is what the Lorp says: 


‘Stand at the crossroads and look; 
ask for the ancient paths, 
ask where the good way is, and walk in it, 
and you will find rest for your souls. 
But you said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ 
171 appointed watchmen over you and said, 
‘Listen to the sound of the trumpet!’ 
But you said, ‘We will not listen.’ 
18Therefore hear, O nations; 
observe, O witnesses, 
what will happen to them. 
19Hear, O earth: 
I am bringing disaster on this people, 
the fruit of their schemes, 
because they have not listened to my words 
and have rejected my law. 
20What do | care about incense from Sheba 
or sweet calamus from a distant land? 
Your burnt offerings are not acceptable; 
your sacrifices do not please me.” 


2ITherefore this is what the Lorp says: 


“I will put obstacles before this people. 
Fathers and sons alike will stumble over 
them; 
neighbors and friends will perish.” 


22This is what the Logp says: 


#10 Hebrew uncircumcised "9 Or and swear by false gods 
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“Look, an army is coming Seg a te 
from the land of the north; 
4 great nation is being stirred up 7 


Pai tt «— we 


from the ends of the earth. 
“They are armed with bow and spear; 
they are cruel and show no mercy. 
They sound like the roaring sea 
as they ride on their horses; 
they come like men in battle formation 
to attack you, O Daughter of Zion.” 


We have heard reports about them, 
and our hands hang limp. 
Anguish has gripped us, 
pain like that of a woman in labor. 
2Do not go out to the fields 
or walk on the roads, 
for the enemy has a sword, 
and there is terror on every side, 
26O my people, put on sackcloth 
and roll in ashes; 
mourn with bitter wailing 
as for an only son, 
for suddenly the destroyer 
will come upon us. 


27" have made you a tester of metals 
and my people the ore, 
that you may observe 
and test their ways. 
28They are all hardened rebels, 
going about to slander, 
They are bronze and iron; 
they all act corruptly. 
29The bellows blow fiercely 
to burn away the lead with fire, 
but the refining goes on in vain; 
the wicked are not purged out. 
They are called rejected silver, 
because the Lor has rejected them.” 


False Religion Worthless 


i This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the 
Lorp; 2Stand at the gate of the Lorp’s house 
and there proclaim this message: + 

“Hear the word of the Lorn, all you people of 
Judah who come through these gates to worship 
the Lor. 3This is what the Lorp Almighty, the 
God of Israel, says: Reform your ways and your 
actions, and I will let you live in this place. 4Do not 
trust in deceptive words and say, “This is the tem- 
ple of the Lorp, the temple of the Lorp, the temple 
of the Lor!” 5If you really change your ways and 
your actions and deal with each other justly, Sif 
you do not oppress the alien, the fatherless or the 
widow and do not shed innocent blood in this 
place, and if you do not follow other gods to your 
own harm, 7then I will let you live in this place, in 
the land I gave your forefathers for ever andever. _ 
‘But look, you are trusting in deceptive words that 
are worthless. 

%* “Will you steal and murder, commit adultery 
and perjury,’ burn incense to Baal and follow 
other gods you have not known, Mand then come 
and stand before me in this house, which bears my 


“e ints 
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4 ie fe to do all these 
Name, and say, “We are safe’—sal > 
detestable things? llHas this house, which bears 
my Name, become a den of robbers to you? But I 


ec Lorp. 
have been watching! declares the . 
} 12” “Go now to the place in Shiloh where | first 


. slling for my Name, and see what I did 
seep aaliee of tre wickedegyot my people Israel. 
While you were doing all these things, declares 
the Lorp, I spoke to you again and again, but you 
did not listen; [called you, but you did not answer. 
MTherefore, what I did to Shiloh I will now do to 
the house that bears my Name, the temple you 
trust in, the place I gave to you and your fathers. 
is[ will thrust you from my presence, just as I did 
all your brothers, the people of Ephraim.’ 

16So do not pray for this people nor offer any 
plea or petition for them; do not plead with me, for 
| will not listen to you. !7Do you not see what they 

are doing in the towns of Judah and in the streets 
of Jerusalem? '8The children gather wood, the fa- 
thers light the fire, and the women knead the 
dough and make cakes of bread for the Queen of 
Heaven. They pour out drink offerings to other 
gods to provoke me to anger. 19But am I the one 
they are provoking? declares the Lorp. Are they 
not rather harming themselves, to their own 
shame? 

20" ‘Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lorp 
says: My anger and my wrath will be poured out 
on this place, on man and beast, on the trees of the 
field and on the fruit of the ground, and it will burn 
and not be quenched 

21"'This is what the Lorp Almighty, the God of 
Israel, says: Go ahead, add your burnt offerings to 
your other sacrifices and eat the meat yourselves! 
For when | brought your forefathers out of Egypt 
and spoke to them, I did not just give them com- 
mands about burnt offerings and sacrifices, 3but I 
gave them this command: Obey me, and I will be 
your God and you will be my people. Walk in all 
the ways | command you, that it may go well with 
you. “But they did not listen or pay attention; 
instead, they followed the stubborn inclinations of 
their evil hearts. They went backward and not 
forward, *5From the time your forefathers left 

Egypt until now, day after day, again and again | 
sent you my servants the prophets. 26But they did 
not listen to me or pay attention. They were stiff- 
necked and did more evil than their forefathers.’ 

When you tell them all this, they will not 
listen to you; when you call to them, they will not 
answer, *8Therefore say to them, ‘This is the na- 


— 
7:11 A Den of Robbers 

'sraelites of Jeremiah’s time felt they were safe 
‘rom invasion as long as they had the temple. After 
all, they thought, God would not let his home be 
destroyed (7:4). But the Lord, through Jeremiah, 
said that the temple had become “a den of 
robbers” and would be demolished. In Jeremiah’s 
lifetime this prediction came true. Jesus quoted the 
reference to a den of robbers when driving out 
roneychangers from the rebuilt temple (Mark 

317). 


Ss 
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tion that has not obeyed the Lorp its God or re- 
sponded to correction, Truth has perished; it has 
vanished from their lips. 29Cut off your hair and 
throw it away; take up a lament on the barren 
heights, for the Lorp has rejected and abandoned 
this generation that is under his wrath. 


The Valley of Slaughter 
30” ‘The people of Judah have done evil in my 
eyes, declares the Lorp. They have set up their 
detestable idols in the house that bears my Name 
and have defiled it. 3!They have built the high 
places of Topheth in the Valley of Ben Hinnom to 
burn their sons and daughters in the fire—some- 
thing 1 did not command, nor did it enter my 
mind. 32So beware, the days are coming, declares 
the Lorp, when people will no longer call it 
Topheth or the Valley of Ben Hinnom, but the 
Valley of Slaughter, for they will bury the dead in 
Topheth until there is no more room. Then the 
carcasses of this people will become food for the ~ 
birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and 
there will be no one to frighten them away. “I will 
bring an end to the sounds of joy and gladness and 
to the voices of bride and bridegroom in the towns 
of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem, for the land 
will become desolate. 
“At that time, declares the Lorp, the bones of 
the kings and officials of Judah, the bones of 
the priests and prophets, and the bones of the 
people of Jerusalem will be removed from their 
graves. 2They will be exposed to the sun and the 
moon and all the stars of the heavens, which they 
have loved and served and which they have fol- 
lowed and consulted and worshiped. They will 
not be gathered up or buried, but will be like refuse 
lying on the ground. 3Wherever I banish them, all 
the survivors of this evil nation will prefer death to 
life, declares the Lorp Almighty,’ 


Sin and Punishment 
4”Say to them, ‘This is what the Lorp says: 


“When men fall down, do they not get up? 
When a man turns away, does he not 
return? : 
5Why then have these people turned away? 
Why does Jerusalem always turn away? 
They cling to deceit; 
they refuse to return. 
61 have listened attentively, 
but they do not say what is right. 
No one repents of his wickedness, 
saying, “What have I done?” 
Each pursues his own course 
like a horse charging into battle. 
7Even the stork in the sky 
knows her appointed seasons, 
and the dove, the swift and the thrush 
observe the time of their migration, 
But my people do not know 
the requirements of the Lorp, 


5” “How can you say, “We are wise, 
A we have the law of the Lorp,’’ 

when actually the lying pen of the scribes - 
has handled it falsely? 
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“1 ive wise v/ill be pul to ohanne, 
they will be dismayed and trapped 
Gince they have rejected the word of the Laney, 
what kind of wisdom do they have? 
Wherefore | will give thelr wives to other mer 
and their fields to new owners. 
Hiro the least to the greatest, 
all are greedy for gain, 
prophets and prieste alike, 
all practice deceit 
They dress the wound of my people 
ae though it were not senous: 
“Pence, peace,” hey say, 
when there ie ro peace 
Are they ashamed of their loathoome conduct? 
No, they have no share at all; 
they do not even know how to blush 
So they will fall among the fallen; 
they will be brought down when they are 
punished, 
says the Lown, 


1] will take away their harvest, 
declares the Lown, 
There will be no grapes on the vine, 
There will be no figs on the tree, 
and their leaves will wither, 
What I have given them 
will be taken from them. 


"Why are we sitting here? 
Gather together! 

Let us flee to the fortified cities 
and perish there! 

For the Lop our God has doomed us to perish 
and given us poisoned water to drink, 
because we have sinned against him, 

15We hoped for peace 
but no good has come, 

for a time of healing 

but there was only terror. 
16The snorting of the enemy’s horses 
is heard from Dan; 

at the neighing of their stallions 
the whole land trembles. 

They have come to devour 
the land and everything in it, 
the city and all who live there.” 


17”See, I will send venomous snakes among you, 
vipers that cannot be charmed, 
and they will bite you,” 


180 my Comforter’ in sorrow, 
my heart is faint within me. 
19Listen to the cry of my people 
from a land far away: 
“Js the Lorv not in Zion? 
Is her King no longer there?” 
“Why have they provoked me to anger with 
their images, 
with their worthless foreign idols?” 
20’The harvest is past, 
the summer has ended, 


+13 The meaning of the Hebrew for this sentence is uncertain. 
3 Or hes; | they are not valiant for truth 


declares the Lorp. 


44 Ora decetving jacob 
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te he prrywiciar? 
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they make ready their tongue 
like @ bow, to shook New, 
it is not by truth 
that they triumphy in the land. 
They go from one sin to another; Bi 
they do not acksurmledge me” ar 
declares the Lomo. 


Beware of your friends; 
do not trust your brothers. 
For every brother is a decewvers 


me,” 
declares the Lown. 


7Therefore this is what the Loxp Almighty says: 
“See, | will refine and test them, 
for what else can 1 do 
because of the sin of my people? 
*Their tongue is a deadly arrow; 
it speaks with deceit. 
With his mouth each speaks cordially to his 
neighbor, . 
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.e sets a trap for him. 


but in his heart hi : 
m for this?” 


9Should I not punish the! 
declares the LorD 
“Should I not avenge myself 
on such a nation as this?” 
10] will weep and wail for the mountains 
and take up a lament concerning the desert 
pastures. 
They are desolate and untraveled, 
and the lowing of cattle is not heard. 
The birds of the air have fled 
and the animals are gone. 
11] will make Jerusalem a heap of ruins, 
a haunt of jackals; 
and I will lay waste the towns of Judah 
sono one can live there.” 


12What man is wise enough to understand this? 
Who has been instructed by the Lorp and can 
explain it? Why has the land been ruined and laid 
waste like a desert that no one can cross? 

\.The Lor said, “It is because they have forsak- 
en my law, which I set before them; they have not 
obeyed me or followed my law. \4Instead, they 
have followed the stubbornness of their hearts; 
they have followed the Baals, as their fathers 
taught them.” ‘5Therefore, this is what the Lorp 
Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “See, | will make 
this people eat bitter food and drink poisoned 
water. 16] will scatter them among nations that 
neither they nor their fathers have known, and I 
will pursue them with the sword until I have de- 
stroyed them.” 

\7This is what the Lorp Almighty says: 


“Consider now! Call for the wailing women to 
come; 
send for the most skillful of them. 
i8Let them come quickly 
ane wail over us 
till our eyes overflow with tears 
and water streams from our eyelids. 
The sound of wailing is heard from Zion: 
‘How ruined we are! 
How great is our shame! 
We must leave our land 
because our houses are in ruins.” ” 
20Now, O women, hear the word of the Lorp; 
open your ears to the words of his mouth. 
Teach your daughters how to wail; 
teach one another a lament. 
21Death has climbed in through our windows 
and has entered our fortresses; 
it has cut off the children from the streets 
and the young men from the public squares. 


2ay, “This is what the Lorp declares: 


“The dead bodies of men will lie 
like refuse on the open field, 

like cut grain behind the reaper, 
with no one to gather them.’ “ 


23This is what the Lorp says: 
“Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom 
26 Or desert and who clip the hair by their foreheads 
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or the strong man boast of his strength 
or the rich man boast of his riches, 
24but let him who boasts boast about this: 
that he understands and knows me, 
that lam the Lor, who exercises kindness, 
justice and righteousness on earth, 


in these I delight,” 
safe: Sout declares the Lorp. 


25""The days are coming,” declares the Lorp, 
“when I will punish all who are circumcised only 
in the flesh— 2Egypt, Judah, Edom, Ammon, 
Moab and all who live in the desert in distant 
places.# For all these nations are really uncircum- 
cised, and even the whole house of Israel is uncir- 
cumcised in heart.” 


God and Idols 


10 Hear what the Lor says to you, O house of 
Israel. 2This is what the Lorp says: 


“Do not learn the ways of the nations 
or be terrified by signs in the sky, 
though the nations are terrified by them. 
3For the customs of the peoples are worthless; 
they cut a tree out of the forest, 
and a craftsman shapes it with his chisel. 
4They adorn it with silver and gold; 
they fasten it with hammer and nails 
so it will not totter. 
5Like a scarecrow in a melon patch, 
their idols cannot speak; 
they must be carried 
because they cannot walk. 
Do not fear them; 
they can do no harm 
nor can they do any good.” 


6No one is like you, O Lorp; 

you are great, : 

and your name is mighty in power. 
7Who should not revere you, 

O King of the nations? 

This is your due. 

Among all the wise men of the nations 
and in all their kingdoms, 
there is no one like you. 

8They are alfsenseless and foolish; 
they are taught by worthless wooden idols. 
9Hammered silver is brought from Tarshish 
and gold from Uphaz. 

What the craftsman and goldsmith have made 
is then dressed in blue and purple— 
all made by skilled workers. 

10But the Lorp is the true God; 
he is the living God, the eternal King. 

When he is angry, the earth trembles; 

the nations cannot endure his wrath. 


ca 


Tell them this: ‘These gods, who did not 
make the heavens and the earth, will perish from 


the earth and from under the heavens.’ “> 


12But God made the earth by his power; 
he founded the world by his wisdom 
and stretched out the heavens by his 

understanding. ¢ 


*11 The text of this verse is in Aramaic. 
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13When he thunders, the waters in the heavens 


roar; 
he makes clouds rise from the ends of the 


earth. 
He sends lightning with the rain 
and brings out the wind from his 
storehouses 
\4Everyone is senseless and without knowledge; 
every goldsmith is shamed by his idols. 
His images are a fraud; 
they have no breath in them. 
15They are worthless, the objects of mockery; 
when their judgment comes, they will 
perish 
\6He who is the Portion of Jacob is not like these, 
for he is the Maker of all things, 
including Israel, the tribe of his inheritance— 
the Lorp Almighty is his name. 
Coming Destruction 
\7Gather up your belongings to leave the land, 
you who live under siege. 
18For this is what the LorD says: 
At this time | will hurl out 
those who live in this land; 
I will bring distress on them 
so that they may be captured.” 


19Woe to me because of my injury! 
My wound is incurable! 
Yet I said to myself, 
“This is my sickness, and I must endure it.” 
20My tent is destroyed; 
all its ropes are snapped. 
My sons are gone from me and are no more; 
no one is left now to pitch my tent 
or to set up my shelter. 
2IThe shepherds are senseless 
and do not inquire of the Lorp; 
so they de not prosper 
and all their flock is scattered. 
22Listen! The report is coming— 
a great commotion from the land of the 
north! 
It will make the towns of Judah desolate, 
a haunt of jackals 


Jeremiah’s Prayer 


23] know, O Lorp, that a man’s life is not his 
own; 
it is not for man to direct his steps. 
24Correct me, Lorp, but only with justice— 
not in your anger, 
lest you reduce me to nothing. 
25Pour out your wrath on the nations 
that do not acknowledge you, 
on the peoples who do not call on your 
name. 
For they have devoured Jacob; 
they have devoured him completely 
and destroyed his homeland. 


The Covenant Is Broken 


1 


This is the word that came to Jeremiah from 
the Lorp: 2“Listen to the terms of this cov- 
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enant and tell them to the people of Judah and to 
those who live in Jerusalem. 3Tell them ee 
\hat the LorD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Cursed is 
the man who does not obey the terms of this cov- 
enant—ithe terms I n your forefathers: 
when I brought them out of Egypt, out of the iron- 
smelting furnace.’ I said, ‘Obey me and do every- 
thing I command you, and you will be my people, - 
and | will be your God. sThen I will fulfill the oath 
| swore to your forefathers, to give them a land 
flowing with milk and honey’—the land you pos- 
sess today.” . 3 
| answered, “Amen, Lorp.” 
éThe Loro said to me, “Proclaim all these words 
in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusa- 
lem: ‘Listen to the terms of this covenant and fol- 
low them. 7From the time I brought your fore- 
fathers up from Egypt until today, I warned them 
again and again, saying, “Obey me.” 8But they did 
not listen or pay attention; instead, they followed 
the stubbornness of their evil hearts. So I brought 
on them all the curses of the covenant I had com- 
manded them to follow but that they did not 
keep.” 
Then the Lorp said to me, “There is a conspira- 
cy among the people of Judah and those who live 
in Jerusalem. !0They have returned to the sins of 
their forefathers, who refused to listen to my 
words. They have followed other gods to serve 
them. Both the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah have broken the covenant I made with their 
forefathers. !! Therefore this is what the Lorp says: 
‘| will bring on them a disaster they cannot escape. 
Although they cry out to me, I will not listen to 
them. 2The towns of Judah and the people of 
Jerusalem will go and cry out to the gods to whom 
they burn incense, but they will not help them at 
all when disaster strikes. 13 You have as many gods 
as you have towns, O Judah; and the altars you y 
have set up to burn incense to that shameful god 
Baal are as many as the streets of Jerusalem.” ‘ 
14Do not pray for this people nor offer any plea 
or petition for them, because I will not listen when 
they call to me in the time of their distress. 


15’What is my beloved doing in my temple 
as she works out her evil schemes with 
many? 
Can consecrated meat avert _ your 
punishment? 
When you engage in your wickedness, 
then you rejoice.@”” 


~~ 


\6The Lorp calléd you a thriving olive tree’ 
with fruit beautifulin form.  - - ; 
But with the roar of a mighty storm 
he will set it on fire, _ 
and its branches will be broken. 


The Lop Almighty, who planted you, has de- 
creed disaster for you, because the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah have done evil and pro- 


voked me to anger by burning incense to Baal. 
Plot Against Jeremiah spies 
18Because the Lorp revealed their plot to me, I 


#15 Or Could consecrated meat avert your punishment? / Then you would rejoice 
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pow it, for at that time he showed me what they 
y doing. A had been like a gentle lamb led to 
ne slaughter; 1 did not realize that they had plot- 
ed against me, saying. 


Let us destroy the tree and its fruit; 
let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
that his name be remembered no more,” 
But, O Loup Almighty, you who judge 
nghteously 
4 test the heart and mind, 
» see your vengeance upon them, 
for to you I have committed my cause. 


“Therefore this is what the Lorp says about 
of Anathoth who are seeking your life and 
‘Do not prophesy in the name of the Lorp 
will die by our hands’— therefore this is 
» Lown Almighty says: ‘I will punish them. 
young men will die by the sword, their sons 
aughters by famine 23Not even a remnant 
be left to them, because I will bring disaster on 


he men of Anathoth in the year of their punish- 


Jeremiah’s Complaint 
12 You are always righteous, O Lorp, 


when | bring a case before you 
suld speak with you about your justice: 


Yetl 
Why he way of the wicked prosper? 
Wh lJ the faithless live at ease? 
You have planted them, and they have taken 
root, 
they grow and bear fruit 
You are always on their lips 
but far from their hearts 
et you know me, O Lorn; 


ou see me and test my thoughts about you. 

ray, them off like sheep to be butchered! 

Set them apart for the day of slaughter! 
‘How long will the land lie parched@ 

and the grass in every field be withered? 
Because those who live in it are wicked, 

the animals and birds have perished. 
Moreover, the people are saying, 

“He will not see what happens to us.” 


God's Answer 


“If you have raced with men on foot 
and they have worn you out, 
how can you compete with horses? 
If you stumble in safe country,” 
how will you manage in the thickets bys the 
Jordan? 
Your brothers, your own family— 


——$_____ 


11:23 Hometown Enemies 
Jeremiah’s life was endangered several times 
because of his message. On this occasion, men 
from his hometown were plotting against him. 
Though Jeremiah was completely unprepared for 
their attack, God protected him. Other prophets, 
however, had been killed (2:30). 


4 Or land mourn °5 Or If you pul your trust ina land of safety 
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even they have betrayed you; = 
they have raised a loud cry against you. 


Do not trust them, . 
though they speak well of you. 


7’ will forsake my house, 
abandon my inheritance; — 
I will give the one I love 
into the hands of her enemies. — 
8My inheritance has become to me 
like a lion in the forest. 
She roars at me; 
therefore I hate her. 
9Has not my inheritance become to me 
like a speckled bird of prey 
that other birds of prey surround and attack? 
Go and gather all the wild beasts; 
bring them to devour. 
10Many shepherds will ruin my vineyard 
and trample down my field; 
they will turn my pleasant field 
into a desolate wasteland. 
11[t will be made a wasteland, 
parched and desolate before me; « 
the whole land will be laid waste 
because there is no one who cares. 
120 ver all the barren heights in the desert 
destroyers will swarm, 
for the sword of the Lorp will devour _ 
from one end of the land to the other; 
no one will be safe. 
13They will sow wheat but reap thorns; 
they will wear themselves out but gain 
nothing. 
So bear the shame of your harvest ’ 
because of the Lorp’s fierce anger.” 


MThis is what the Lorp says: “As for all my 
wicked neighbors who seize the inheritance I gave 
my people Israel, 1 will uproot them from their 
lands and | will uproot the house of Judah from 
among them. !5But after | uproot them, I will again 
have compassion and will bring each of them back 
to his own inheritance and his own country. And 
if they learn well the ways of my people and swear 
by my name, saying, ‘As surely as the LORD lives’ 
—even as they once taught my people to swear by 
Baal—then they will be established my 
people, !7But if any nation does not listen, will 
completely uproot and destroy it,” declares the 
Lorp. 


» 


A Linen Belt 

1 This is what the Lorp said to me: “Go and 
buy a linen belt and put it around your 

waist, but do not let it touch water.” Sol bought a 


$$ 


plan, Here, though, God clearly promises them his 


salvation, . P 
——$——L_ 
(5 Or the flooding of 


JEREMIAH 13:3 


belt, as the Loxp directed, and put it around my 
waist 

‘Then the word of the Lox came to me a second 
time: “Take the belt you bought and are wearing 
around your waist, and go now to Peratht and 
hide it there in a crevice in the rocks.” %o 1 went 
and hid it at Perath, as the Loxp told me 

6Many days later the Loxp said to me, “Go now 
to Perath and get the belt | told you to hide there.” 
So | went to Perath and dug up the belt and took 
it from the place where I had hidden it, but now it 
was ruined and completely useless. 

*Then the word of the Lop came to me: “This 
is what the Loro says: ‘In the same way | will rain 
the pride of Judah and the great pride of Jerusa- 
Jem. These wicked people, who refuse to listen 
to my words, who follow the stubbornness of their 
hearts and go after other gods to serve and wor- 
ship them, will be like this belt—completely use- 
less! 'IFor as a belt is bound around a man’s waist, 
so bound the whole house of Israel and the whole 
house of Judah to me,’ declares the Loxp, ‘to be 
my people for my renown and praise and honor, 
But they have not listened.’ 


Wineskins 

12’Say to them: ‘This is what the Lorp, the God 
of Israel, says: Every wineskin should be filled 
with wine.’ And if they say to you, ‘Don’t we 
know that every wineskin should be filled with 
wine?’ 13then tell them, ‘This is what the Lorp 
says: | am going to fill with drunkenness all who 
live in this land, including the kings who sit on 
David's throne, the priests, the prophets and all 
those living in Jerusalem. 141 will smash them one 
against the other, fathers and sons alike, declares 
the Lorp. I will allow no pity or mercy or compas- 
sion to keep me from destroying them.’ ” 


Threat of Captivity 


15Hear and pay attention, 
do not be arrogant, 
for the Lorp has spoken. 
16Give glory to the Lorp your God 
before he brings the darkness, 
before your feet stumble 
on the darkening hills. 
You hope for light, 
but he will turn it to thick darkness 
and change it to deep gloom. 
17But if you do not listen, 
I will weep in secret 
because of your pride; 
my eyes will weep bitterly, 
overflowing with tears, 
because the Lorp’s flock will be taken 
captive. 


18Say to the king and to the queen mother, 
“Come down from your thrones, 
for your glorious crowns 
will fall from your heads.” 
19The cities in the Negev will be shut up, 
and there will be no one to open them. 
All Judah will be carried into exile, 


“4 Or possibly the Euphrates; also in verses 5-7 
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carried completely way. — r 
WL ap i Up your eyes and ee . 
those whe are comming Irom te nett. ~~ 
Where is the flock that Was entreaties tir yon, 
the oheep of which you beg pod ’ 
What wis yOu say when She Lani, cake nner 


thowe you CUltivated as your special abies? 
Will not pain grip you 
like that ofa woman in labor? 
2And if you av yourself, 
“Why has happened 1 hme 
it is because of your many sine 
that your skirts have been torn off 
and your body mistreated. 
Can the Ethiopian’ change tie san 
or the leopard its spots? o 
Neither can you do good 
who are accustomed to doing evil. 
241 will scatter you like chaff 
driven by the desert wind. 
This is your lot, 
the portion | have decreed for you,” 
declares 


the Loy, 
“because you have forgotten me A 
and trusted in false gods. 
26] will pull up your skirts over your face 
that your shame may be seen-— 
27your adulteries and lustful neighings, 
your shameless prostitution! 
lhave seen your detestable acts 
on the hills and in the fields. 
Woe to you, O Jerusalem! 
How long will you be unclean?” 
Drought, Famine, Sword 
1 This is the word of the Loxp to jeremiah 
concerning the drought: 
2Sudah mourns, 
her cities languish; 
they wail for the land, 
and a cry goes up from Jerusalem. 
3The nobles send their servants for water; 
they go to the cisterns 
but find no water. 
They return with their jars unfilled; 
dismayed and despairing, 
they cover their heads. 
4The ground is cracked 
because there is no rain in the land; 
the farmers are dismayed 
and cover their heads. 4 
5Even the doe in the field 
deserts her newborn fawn 
because there is no grass. 
6Wild donkeys stand on the barren heights 
and pant like jackals; 
their eyesight fails 
for lack of pasture.” 
7Although our sins testify 


against us, 
Clow 2 conch 5 Set AES 
For our backsliding ls great? 


— 


23 Hebrew Cushite (probably a person from the upper Nide region) 
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we have sinned against you. 
sO Hope of Israel, 
its Savior in times of distress, 
why are you like a stranger in the land, 
like a traveler who stays only a night? 
9Why are you like a man taken by surprise, 
like a warrior powerless to save? 
You are among us, O Lorp, 
and we bear your name; 
do not forsake us! 


10This is what the Lorp says about this people: 


“They greatly love to wander; 
they do not restrain their feet. 

So the Lorp does not accept them; 
he will now remember their wickedness 
and punish them for their sins.” 


!Then the Lorp said to me, ‘Do not pray for the 
well-being of this people. !2Although they fast, I 
will not listen to their cry; though they offer burnt 
offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept 
them. Instead, | will destroy them with the sword, 
famine and plague.” 

13But I said, “Ah, Sovereign Lorp, the prophets 
keep telling them, ‘You will not see the sword or 
suffer famine. Indeed, | will give you lasting peace 
in this place.’ ” 

14Then the Lorp said to me, “The prophets are 

prophesying lies in my name. I have not sent them 
or appointed them or spoken to them. They are 
prophesying to you false visions, divinations, 
idolatries and the delusions of their own minds. 
15Therefore, this is what the Lorp says about the 
prophets who are prophesying in my name: I did 
not send them, yet they are saying, ‘No sword or 
famine will touch this land.’ Those same prophets 
will perish by sword and famine. 16And the people 
they are prophesying to will be thrown out into the 
streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and 
sword. There will be no one to bury them or their 
wives, their sons or their daughters. I will pour out 
on them the calamity they deserve. 


I?’Speak this word to them: 


“ ‘Let my eyes overflow with tears 
night and day without ceasing; 

for my virgin daughter—my people— 
has suffered a grievous wound, 
a crushing blow. 

I8If I go into the country, 

I see those slain by the sword; 

if I go into the city, 


14:11 God’s Patience Exhausted 
God gave Jeremiah these dreaded instructions, 
repeated nowhere else in the Bible: “Do not pray 
for this people... because ! will not listen” 
(11:14). He repeated that message twice (7:16; 
14:11). He told Jeremiah, “Even if Moses and 
Samuel were to stand before me, my heart would 
not go out to this people. Send them away from my 
presence!” (15:1). 
KT 


14 Or visions, worthless drvinations 
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I see the ravages of famine. 
Both prophet and priest 
have gone to a land they know not.’ ” 
19Have you rejected Judah completely? 
Do you despise Zion? 
Why have you afflicted us 
so that we cannot be healed? 
We hoped for peace 
but no good has come, 
for a time of healing 
but there is only terror. 
200 Lorp, we acknowledge our wickedness 
and the guilt of our fathers; 
we have indeed sinned against you. 
21For the sake of your name do not despise us; 
do not dishonor your glorious throne. 
Remember your covenant with us 
and do not break it. 
2Do any of the worthless idols of the nations 
bring rain? 
Do the skies themselves send down 
showers? 
No, it is you, O Lorp our God. 
Therefore our hope is in you, 
for you are the one who does all this. 


1 5 Then the Lorp said tqyme: “Even if Moses 
and Samuel were to stand before me, my 
heart would not go out to this people. Send them ~ 
away from my presence! Let them go! 2And if they 
ask you, ‘Where shall we go?’ tell them, ‘This is 

what the Lorp says: * 


“Those destined for death, to death; 
those for the sword, to the sword; 
those for starvation, to starvation; 
those for captivity, to captivity.’ 


31 will send four kinds of destroyers against 
them,” declares the Lorn, “the sword to kill and 
the dogs to drag away and the birds of the air and 
the beasts of the earth to devour and destroy. 41 
will make them abhorrent to all the kingdoms of 
the earth because of what Manasseh son of Heze- 
kiah king of Judah did in Jerusalem. 


5“Who will have pity on you, O Jerusalem? 
Who will mourn for you? 
Who will stop to ask how you are? 
6You have rejected me,” declares the Lorp. 
“You keep on backsliding. 
So I will lay hands on you and destroy you; 
I can no longer show compassion. 
71 will winnow them with a winnowing fork 
at the city gates of the land. 
I will bring bereavement and destruction on my 
people, 
for they have not changed their ways. 
8] will make their widows more numerous 
than the sand of the sea. 
At midday I will bring a destroyer 
against the mothers of their young men; 
suddenly I will bring down on thi 
anguish and terror. 
9The mother of seven will grow 
and breathe her last. 


JEREMIAH 18)10 


Her sun will set white (tie otill he} 
ahe will be cisgraced and humiliated: 
Twill put the survivors to the eword 
before thelr enemies,” 
‘ declares the Lown, 


WAlas, my mother, that you gave me birth, 
aman with whom the whole land strives 
and contends! 
I have neither lent nor borrowed, 
yet everyone curses me 


UThe Lown said, 


‘Surely | will deliver you for a good purpose; 
surely L will make your enemies plead with 
you 
in times of disaster and times of distress, 


2’'Can a man break iron 
iron from the north—or bronze? 
Your wealth and your treasures 
I will give as plunder, without charge, 
because of all your sins 
throughout your country, 
14] will enslave you to your enemies 
ine a land you do not know, 
for my anger will kindle a fire 
that will burn against you.” 


1SYou understand, O Lorn; 
remember me and care for me 
Avenge me on my persecutors, 
You are long-suffering—do not take me away; 
think of how I suffer reproach for your sake. 
toWhen your words came, | ate them; 
they were my joy and my heart's delight, 
for I bear your name, - 
O Lorp God Almighty. 
171 never sat in the company of revelers, 
never made merry with them; 
I sat alone because your hand was on me 
and you had filled me with indignation. 
18Why is my pain unending 
and my wound grievous and incurable? 
Will you be to me like a deceptive brook, 
like a spring that fails? 


19Therefore this is what the Lorp says: 


“If you repent, I will restore you 
that you may serve me; 
if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, 
you will be my spokesman. 
Let this people turn to you, 
but you must not turn to them. 
20] will make you a wall to this people, 
a fortified wall of bronze; 
they will fight against you 
but will not overcome you, 
for lam with you 
to rescue and save you,” 
declares the Lorp. 
21] will save you from the hands of the wicked 
and redeem you from the grasp of the 
eruel ‘ 
£14 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint and Syriac (see also Jer. 
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sacl OF the oNtY and out of all the countries 
fhe had Waniehed them’ Bor Twill restore 
Lowe to the land Tgave their foretathers, 

Hot now EL will send for many fishermen,” 
declares the Lore, “and they will oateh them, Ar 
fer that Lwillsene for many Nurters, and they will 
hunt them down on every mountain and Niland 
fant he crevines of the cocks. My eyes are on all 
(ete way (hey are not Hidden (oom me, nor is 
(heir ain Conowaled from my eyes, IAL will repay 
dem double for their wickedness and their sin, 
because they have defiled my lane with the lifeless: 
forms of thee vile images and have filled my inher 
dois.” 


itanoe with their detostat 


980 Lore, my strength and my fortress, 
my refuge tn tine of distress, 

to you the nations will come 
trom the ends of the earth and say, 

Our fathers possessed nothing but false gods, 

worthless idols that did them no good 

NOY men make their own gods? 
Yes, but they are not gods!’ 


Therefore | will teach them— 
® his time | will teach them 
my power and might 
Then they will know 
that my name is the Loro. 


17 Judah's sin is engraved with an iron tool, 
/ inscribed with a flint point, 
‘on the tablets of their hearts 
and on the horns of their altars, 
*Even their children remember 
their altars and Asherah poles* 
beside the spreading trees 
and on the high hills 
My mountain in the land 
and your wealth and all your treasures 
will give away as plunder, 
together with’ your high places, 
because of sin throughout your country. 
«Through your own fault you will lose 
the inheritance I gave you 
I will enslave you to your enemies 
in a land you do not know, 
for you have kindled my anger, 
and it will burn forever.” 


5This is what the Lorp says: 


‘Cursed is the one who trusts in man, 
who depends on flesh for his strength 
and whose heart turns away from the Lorp, 
He will be like a bush in the wastelands; 
he will not see prosperity when it comes. 
He will dwell in the parched places of the 
desert, 
in a salt land where no one lives. 


*“But blessed is the man who trusts in the 
Lorp, 
whose confidence is in him. 
He will be like a tree planted by the water 
that sends out its roots by the stream. 
It does not fear when heat comes; 


“2 That is, symbols of the goddess Asherah 


JEREMIAH 17:25 
its leaves are always green. 
Tt haw no worries in a year of drought 
and never fails to bear fruit.” 
*The heart is deceitful above all things 
and beyond cure. 
Who can understand it? 
10] the Lorn search the heart 
and examine the mind, 


to reward a man according to his conduct, 
according to what his deeds deserve.” 


NLike @ partridge that hatches eggs it did not lay | 
is the man who gains riches by unjust 
means, 
When his life is half gone, they will desert him, 
and in the end he will prove to be a fool, 


124 glorious throne, exalted from the beginning, 
is the place of our sanctuary, 
130 Lorp, the hope of Israel, ‘ 
all who forsake you will be put to shame, 
Those who turn away from you will be written 
in the dust 
because they have forsaken the Lorp, 
the spring of living water. 
MHeal me, O Lorv, and | will be healed; 
save me and I will be saved, 
for you are the one | praise. 
ISThey keep saying to me, 
“Where is the word of the Lorp? 
Let it now be 
16] have not run away from being your 


shepherd; ‘ 
you know I have not desired the day of 
despair. 
What passes my lips is open before you. 
17Do not bea terrortome; | 
.you are my refuge in the day of disaster. 
18Let my persecutors be put to shame, 
but keep me from shame; 
let them be terrified, 
but keep me from terror. 
Bring on them the day of disaster; 
destroy them with double destruction. 


Keeping the Sabbath Holy hi 
\This is what the Lorv said to me: “Go and 
stand at the gate of the people, through which the 
kings of Judah go in and out; stand also at all the 
other gates of Jerusalem. 20Say to them, ‘Hear the 
word of the Lorp, O kings of Judah and all people 
of Judah and everyone in Jerusalem who 
come through these gates, ‘is what the Logo 
says: Be careful not to carry a load on the Sabbath 
day or bring it through the gates of Jerusalem. 2Do 
not bring a load out of your houses or do any work 
on the Sabbath, but keep the Sabbath day holy, as 
I commanded your forefathers, 3Yet they did not 
listen or pay attention; they were stiff-necked and 
would not listen or respond to discipline. “But if 
you are careful to obey me, declares the Lory, and 
bring no load through the gates of this city on the 
Sabbath, but keep the Sabbath day hol; by not 
doing any work on it, then kings who sit-on 


2,3 Or hills / 3and the mountains of the land. | Your 
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David's throne will come through the gates of this 
city with their officials. They and their officials will 
come riding in chariots and on horses, accom- 
panied by the men of Judah and those living in 
Jerusalem, and this city will be inhabited forever. 
2People will come from the towns of Judah and 
the villages around Jerusalem, from the territory of 
Benjamin and the western foothills, from the hill 
country and the Negev, bringing burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, grain offerings, incense and thank 
offerings to the house of the Loxp. 27But if you do 
not obey me to keep the Sabbath day holy by not 
carrying any load as you come through the gates of 
Jerusalem on the Sabbath day, then I will kindle an 
unquenchable fire in the gates of Jerusalem that 
will consume her fortresses.’ ” 


At the Potter's House 
1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from 
the Logo: 2Go down to the potter's house, 
and there I will give you my message.” So I went 
down to the potter's house, and I saw him working 
at the wheel. 4But the pot he was shaping from the 
clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed 
it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to 
him. 
3Then the word of the Lorp came to me: 6O 
house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter 
does?” declares the Lorb. “Like clay in the hand of 
the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of 
Israel. 7If at any time I announce that a nation or 
kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and de- 
stroyed, Sand if that nation I warned repents of its 
evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the 
disaster I had planned. %And if at another time I 
announce that a nation or kingdom is to be built up 
and planted, land if it does evil in my sight and 
does not obey me, then] will reconsider the good! 
had intended to do for it. 
11”’Now therefore say to the people of Judah and 
those living in Jerusalem, ‘This is what the LorD 
says: Look! I am preparing a disaster for you and 
devising a plan against you. So turn from your evil 
ways, each one of you, and reform your ways and 
your actions.’ !2But they will reply, ‘It’s nouse. We 
will continue with our own plans; each of us will 
follow the stubbornness of his evil heart.’ ” 


13Therefore this is what the LorD says: 


“Inquire among the nations: 


——————_ 


18:6 The Potter and the Clay 

God is in control—a message vividly portrayed to 
Jeremiah as he watched a potter start over on a pot 
that did not take the shape he wanted it to take. 
Israelites had gradually come to think that God, 
because he had chosen them as his people, was 
obliged to protect them. But their unnatural 
behavior toward him had brought God to the point 
of “starting over.’ In Romans 9:21, Paul returned 
to this metaphor to answer people who were 
claiming God was unjust. 

——— LT 


¢14 The meaning of the Hebrew for this sentence is uncertain. 
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ever vanish from its rocky slopes?» 
Do its cool waters from distant sources 
ever cease to flow?* 
15Yet my people have forgotten me; 
they burn incense to worthless idols, 3 
which made them stumble in their ways 
and in the ancient paths. Bt 
They made them walk in 
and on roads net built up- 
\6Their land will be laid waste, 
an object of lasting scorn; 
all who pass by will be appalled 
and will shake their heads. 
17Like a wind from the east, 
I will scatter them before their enemies; 
1 will show them my back and not my face 
in the day of their disaster.” 


ar 


Jeremiah; for the e 
will not be lost, nor will counsel from the wise, 


anything he says.” 


19Listen to me, O Lorp; 
hear what my accusers are saying* 
20Should good be repaid with evil? 
Yet they have dug a pit for me. 
Remember that I stood before you 
and spoke in their behalf 
to turn your wrath away from them. 
21So give their children over to famine; 
hand them over to the power of the sword. 
Let their wives be made childless and widows; 
let their men be put to death, 
their young men slain by the sword in battle. 
22Let a cry be heard from their houses 
when you suddenly bring invaders against 
them, 
for they have dug a pit to capture me 
and have hidden snares for my feet. — 
2But you know, O Lorp, 
all their plots to kill me. 
Do not forgive their crimes 
or blot out their sins from your sight. 


Let them be overthrown before you; 
deal with them in the time of your anger. 
1 This is what the Lorp says: “Go and buy a 
clay jar from a potter. Take along some of 
the elders of the people and of the priests 2and go 
out to the Valley of Ber’ Hinnom, near the entrance 
of the Potsherd Gate. There proclaim the words I 
tell you, 3and say, ‘Hear the word of the Lorp, O 
kings of Judah and people of Jerusalem. This is 
what the Lorp Almighty, the God of Israel, says: 
Listen! I am going to bring a disaster on this place 
that will make the ears of everyone who hears of it 
tingle. 4For they have forsaken me and made this a 
place of foreign gods; they have burned sacrifices — 
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before their enemies, at the hands of those who 
seek their lives, and I will give their carcasses as 
food to the binds of the air and the beasts of the 
earth. "will devastate this city and make it an 
obiect Of searn; all who pass by will be appalled 
and will scoff because of all its wounds, 9 will 
make them eat the flesh of their sons and daugh= 
ters, and they will eat one another's flesh during 
the stress of the siege imposed on them by the 
enemies who seek their lives: 

Then break the jar while those who go with 
you are watching, Mand say to them, ‘This is what 
the Loxy Almighty says: | will smash this nation 
and this city just as this potter's jar is smashed and 
cannot be repaired. They will bury the dead in 
Topheth until there is no more room This is 
what | will do to this place and to those who live 
here, declares the Lorv. | will make this city like 
Topheth. '3The houses in Jerusalem and those of 
the kings of Judah will be defiled like this place, 
Topheth—all the houses where they burned in- 
cense on the roofs to all the starry hosts and 
poured out drink offerings to other gods,’ ” 

4Jeremiah then returned from Topheth, where 
the Lorp had sent him to prophesy, and stood in 
the court of the Lorp’s temple and said to all the 
people, "This is what the Lorp Almighty, the 
God of Israel, says: ‘Listen! 1 am going to bring on 
this city and the villages around it every disaster I 
pronounced against them, because they were stiff- 
necked and would not listen to my words.’ ” 


Jeremiah and Pashhur 


2 When the priest Pashhur son of Immer, the 

chief officer in the temple of the Lorp, heard 
Jeremiah prophesying these things, *he had Jere- 
miah the prophet beaten and put in the stocks at 
the Upper Gate of Benjamin at the Lorp’s temple. 
3The s.ext day, when Pashhur released him from 
the stocks, Jeremiah said to him, “The Lorp’s 
name for you is not Pashhur, but Magor-Mis- 
sabib.« 4For this is what the Lorp says: ‘I will 
make you a terror to yourself and to all your 
friends; with your own eyes you will see them fall 
by the sword of their enemies. | will hand all Judah 
over to the king of Babylon, who will carry them 
away to Babylon or put them to the sword, *I will 
hand over to their enemies all the wealth of this 
city—all its products, all its valuables and all the 
treasures of the kings of Judah. They will take it 
away as plunder and carry it off to Babylon. And 
you, Pashhur, and all who live in your house will 
go into exile to Babylon. There you will die and be 
buried, you and all your friends to whom you have 
prophesied lies.’ ’” 


Jeremiah’s Complaint 
70 Lorp, you deceived? me, and I was 
deceivedt; 

you overpowered me and prevailed. 

I am ridiculed all day long; 
everyone mocks me. 

8Whenever I speak, I cry out 
proclaiming violence and destruction. 


#3. Magor-Missabib means terror on every side *7 Or persuaded 


Se the word of the Loup has 
insult and reproaeh all day lon 
*But itt say, “Twill not mention hin 
or speak any more in his name,’ 
his word is in my heart like # fire, 
o fire shut up in my bones, 
1am weary of holding it in; 
indeed, I cannot 
10 hear many whispering, 
“Terror on every side! 
Report him! Let's report him!” 
All my friends 
are waiting for me to slip, saying, 
“Perhaps he will be deceived; . 
then we will prevail over him. % 
and take our revenge on him.” 


lBut the Loko is with me like a mighty warrior; | 
so my persecutors will stumble and not 
prevail. 
They will fail and be thoroughly disgraced; 
their dishonor will never be forgotten. 
120 Lorp Almighty, you who examine the 
righteous 
and probe the heart and mind, 
let me see your vengeance upon them, 
for to you | have committed my cause, 


13Sing to the Lorp! 
Give praise to the Lorp! 
He rescues the life of the needy 
from the hands of the wicked. ‘ 


14Cursed be the day I was born! 
May the day my mother bore me not be 
blessed! 
15Cursed be the man who brought my father the 
news, 
who made him very glad, saying, 
“A child is born to you—a son!” 
16May that man be like the towns 
the Lorp overthrew without pity. 
May he hear wailing in the morning, 
a battle cry at noon. 
17For he did not kill me in the womb, 
with my mother as my grave, 
her womb enlarged forever. 
18Why did I ever come out of the womb 
to see trouble and sorrow 
and. to end my days in shame? 


20:9 Fire in His Bones 

When Jeremiah spoke to God, he often complained 
angrily about the role God had given him. Here he 
claimed that God “overpowered” him into 
carrying a message that people ridiculed (20:7). 
Jeremiah cursed his own birth, wishing he had 
been stillborn (verses 14-18). Just how did God 
“overpower” Jeremiah? God’s message was like 
fire in his bones, so powerful that he could not 
resist telling it. The “force” God used on 

was the power of truth. ’ 
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God Rejects Zedekiah’s Request 
The word came to Jeremiah from the Loro 
2 when King Zedekiah sent to him Pashhur 
son of Malkijah and the priest Zephaniah son of 
Maaseiah. They said: ?“Inquire now of the Lorp 
for us because Nebuchadnezzar’ king of Babylon 
is attacking us. Perhaps the Lorp will perform 
wonders tor us as in times past so that he will 

withdraw from us 

‘But Jeremiah answered them, “Tell Zedekiah, 
This is what the Lorv, the God of Israel, says: I 
) about to turn against you the weapons of war 
tare in your hands, which you are using to 
the king of Babylon and the Babylonians? 
are outside the wall besieging you. And I will 
hem inside this city. 51 myself will fight 
you with an outstretched hand and a 


trike down those who live in this city—both 
nd animals—and they will die of a terrible 

7After that, declares the Lorp, | will hand 
over Zedekiah king of Judah, his officials and the 


Me this aty who survive the plague, sword 
ea 
it 


mine. to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
put them to 


their en their lives. He will 
the sword; he will show them no 

Mercy or pity or compassion 
® Furthermore, tell the people, ‘This is what the 
ays. See, Lam setting before you the way of 
he way of death. ‘Whoever stays in this 
city will die by the sword, famine or plague. But 
whoever goes out and surrenders to the Babylo- 


es who ses 


Mians who are besieging you will live; he will es- 
Cape with his life 
city har 


! have determined to do this 
and not good, declares the Lorp. It will 
» the hands of the king of Babylon, and 
y it with fire 

ver, say to the royal house of Judah, 
d of the Loxp; !20 house of David, 
e LORD says. 


‘Administer justice every morning; 

rescue from the hand of his oppressor 

the one who has been robbed, 

my wrath will break out and burn like fire 
because of the evil you have done— 

burn with no one to quench it. 

am against you, Jerusalem, 

you who live above this valley 

‘on the rocky plateau, 


declares the Logp— 


7 you who say, “Who can come against us? 


Who can enter our refuge?” 
M4] will punish you as your deeds deserve, 
declares the Lorp. 
| will kindle a fire in your forests 
that will consume everything around you.’ ” 


Judgment Against Evil Kings 

2 This is what the Lorp says: “Go down to the 
palace of the king of Judah and proclaim this 

message there: 2’Hear the word of the Lorp, O 

king of Judah, you who sit on David's throne— 

you, your officials and your people who come 


*2 Hebrew Nebuchadrezzar, of which Nebuchadnezzar is a variant; here and often in seernieh and bree 


verse 9 “11 Also called Jehoahaz 


JEREMIAH 22:17 
through these gates. 'This is what the 
Do what is oa d right. Pied efrderplas $ ' 


his oppressor theone who has been robbed. Do no 
wrong or violet ) the alien, the fatherless or the 
widow, and do shed innocent blood in this ' 
place. ‘For if you careful to carry out these 
commands, then who sit on David's throne 
will come through the 
chariots and on horses, 
cials and their people. 
these commands, dec! 
myself that this palace will B 
For this is what the Lori 
of the king of Judah: 
“Though you are like Gilead 
like the summit of Lebanon, 
1 will surely make you like a des 
like towns not inhabited. _ ‘ \ 
71 will send destroyers against you, 
each man with his weapons, q 
and they will cut up your fine ai. 
and throw them into the fire. r 
8”People from many nations will pass | By ‘this 
city and will ask one another, ‘Why has the Lorp 
done such a thing to this great city?’ 9And the — 
answer will be: ‘Because they have forsaken the — 
covenant of the Lorp their God and have wor- 
shiped and served other gods,’ ” 


10Do not weep for the dead king, or mourn his — 
loss; 
rather, weep bitterly for him who is exiled, 
because he will never return J 
nor see his native land again. ed 


11For this is what the Lorp says about Shallume 

son of Josiah, who succeeded his father as king of 
Judah but has gone from this place: “He will never 
return. !2He will die in the place where they have 
led him captive; he will not see this land again.” 


13Woe to him who builds his palace by 
unrighteousness, 
his upper rooms by injustice, 
making his countrymen work for nothing, 
not paying them for their labor. 
\4He says, ‘I will build myself a great palace 
with spacious upper rooms.’ 
So he makes large windows in it, 
panels it with cedar 
and decorates it in red. 


15“Does it make youaking = 
to have more and more cedar? oO 
Did not your father have food cndatai tm 
He did what was right and just, = 
so all went well with him. rhe ates 
16He defended the cause of the poorand needy, 
and so all went well. ' 
Is that not what it means to know me?” 
declares the Lorp. ee 


« Loxp, I swear by 
ome a ruin.’ ” 
, about the palace, 


Agta st 


17But your eyes and your heart | 
are set only on dishonest gain 

on shedding innocent blood beg, gbet | 
and on oppression and extortion.” 


»M Or 


JEREMIAH 22:18 


'8Therefore this is what the Lorp says about Jehoi- 
akim son of Josiah king of Judah: 
“They will not mourn for him: 
‘Alas, my brother! Alas, my sister!’ 
They will not mourn for him: 
‘Alas, my master! Alas, his splendor!’ 
19He will have the burial of a donkey— 
dragged away and thrown 
outside the gates of Jerusalem,” 


20“Go up to Lebanon and cry out, 
let your voice be heard in Bashan, 
cry out from Abarim, 
for all your allies are crushed, 
211 warned you when you felt secure, 
but you said, ‘I will not listen!’ 
This has been your way from your youth; 
you have not obeyed me. 
2The wind will drive all your shepherds away, 
and your allies will go into exile. 
Then you will be ashamed and disgraced 
because of all your wickedness. 
23You who live in ‘Lebanon, 
who are nestled in cedar buildings, 
how you will groan when pangs come upon 
you, 
pain like that of a woman in labor! 
24”As surely as I live,” declares the Lorp, “even 
if you, Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, 
were a signet ring on my right hand, | would still 
pull you off. 251 will hand you over to those who 
seek your life, those you fear—to Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon and to the Babylonians.¢ 261 will 
hurl you and the mother who gave you birth into 
another country, where neither of you was born, 
and there you both will die. 27You will never come 
back te the land you long to return to.” 


28Is this man Jehoiachin a despised, broken pot, 
an object no one wants? 
Why will he and his children be hurled out, 
cast into a land they do not know? 
290 land, land, land, 
hear the word of the Lorp! 
This is what the Lorp says: 
“Record this man as if childless, 
a man who will not prosper in his lifetime, 
for none of his offspring will prosper, 
none will sit on the throne of David 
or rule anymore in Judah.” 


The Righteous Branch 


2 “Woe to the shepherds who are destroying 
3 and scattering the sheep of my pasture!” 
declares the Lorp. 2Therefore this is what the 
Lorp, the God of Israel, says to the shepherds who 
tend my people: “Because you have scattered my 
flock and driven them away and have not be- 
stowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on 
you for the evil you have done,” declares the 
Lorp. *I myself will gather the remnant of my 
flock out of all the countries where I have driven 
them and will bring them back to their pasture, 
where they will be fruitful and increase in number. 


#23 That is, the palace in Jerusalem (see 1 Kings 7:2) 
Chaldeans 45 Or up from David's line 
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'24 Hebrew Coniah, a variant of Jehoiachin; also in verse 28 
10 Or because of these things 


4l will place shepherds over them who 
them, and they will no longer be afraid or f 
nor will any be missing,” declares the Logp. 
5’The days are coming,” declares the Lor, 
“when I will raise up to Davidé a righteous 
Branch, 
a King who will reign wisely 
and do what is just and right in the land. 
6In his days Judah will be saved 
and Israel will live in safety. 
This is the name by which he will be called: : 
The Lorv Our Righteousness. 
So then, the days are coming,” declares the 
Lorp, “when people will no longer say, ‘As surely 
as the Lorp lives, who brought the Israelites up 
out of Egypt,’ #but they will say, ‘As surely as the 
Lorp lives, who brought the descendants of Israel 
up out of the land of the north and out of all the 
countries where he had banished them.’ Then 
they will live in their own land.” 


Lying Prophets 
°Concerning the prophets: 


My heart is broken within me; 
all my bones tremble. 
lam like a drunken man, 
like a man overcome by wine, 
because of the Lorp 
and his holy words. 
10The land is full of adulterers; 
because of the curse¢ the land lies parched/ 
and the pastures in the desert are withered. 
The , prophets, follow an evil course 
and use their power unjustly. 


11Both prophet and priest are godless; 
even in my temple I find their wickedness,’” 
declares the Lorp, 
12”Therefore their path will become slippery; 
they will be banished to darkness 
and there they will fall. 
I will bring disaster on them 
in the year they are punished,” 
declares the Lorp, 


13” Among the prophets of Samaria 
I saw this repulsive thing: 
They prophesied by Baal 
and led my people Israel astray. 
M4And among the prophets of Jerusalem 
I have seen something horrible: 


They commit adultery and livealie. =. 
———— 
23:6 The Messianic Promise 


Long before, God had promised David that his 
descendants would always rule Israel. But the kings 
who followed David had been more like wolves 
than shepherds of God’s people. Jeremiah . 
predicted that the kings of his day would either be _ 
killed or carried into captivity—which in fact _ 
occurred, He also predicted that a good king 
would replace them—the Messiah, id 
—_—_————— 
anny "Ht 
10 Or land mourns 


They strengthen the hands of evildoers, 

so that no one turns from his wickedness. 
They are all like Sodom to me; 

the people of Jerusalem are like Gomorrah.” 


isTherefore, this is what the Lorp Almighty 
says concerning the prophets: 
| will make them eat bitter food 
Wid drink poisoned water, 
because from the prophets of Jerusalem 
eee dliness has spread throughout the 
land 


This is what the Lor Almighty says: 


Do not listen to what the prophets are 
prophesying to you, 
they fill you with false hopes. 
They speak visions from their own minds, 
not from the mouth of the LoRD 
They keep saying to those who despise me, 
The Lop says: You will have peace.” 
d to all who follow the stubbornness of their 
hearts 
sob eth: ay, ‘No harm will come to you,” 
fBut which of then has stood in the council of 
the Lorp 
to see or to hear his word? 
Who has listened and heard his word? 
i9%See, the storm of the Lorp 
will burst out in wrath, 
) whirlwind swirling down 
on the heads of the wicked. 
The anger of the Lorp will not turn back 
until he fully accomplishes 
the purposes of his heart. 
In days to come 
you will understand it clearly 
211 did not send these prophets, 
yet they have run with their message; 
I did not speak to them, 
yet they have prophesied. 
2But if they had stood in my council, 
they would have proclaimed my words to 
my people 
and would have turned them from their evil 
ways 
and from their evil deeds. 


4m | only a God nearby,” 
declares the Loro, 
and not a God far away? 
iCan anyone hide in secret places 
so that I cannot see him?” 
declares the Lorp. 
Do not I fill heaven and earth?” 
declares the Lorp. 


| have heard what the prophets say who 
prophesy lies in my name. They say, ‘Thad a 
iream! | had a dream!’ 26How long will this con- 
nue in the hearts of these lying prophets, who 
rophesy the delusions of their own minds? 
They think the dreams they tell one another will 
ake my people forget my name, just as their 
thers forgot my name through Baal worship. 


Or burden (see Septuagint and Vulgate) ‘ 
den is the same.) 1 Hebrew jeconiah, a variant of Jehoiachin 
’ 
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JEREMIAH 24:2 
28Let the prophet who has a dream tell his dream, 
but let the one who has my word speak it faithful- 
ly. For what has straw to do with grain?” declares = 
the Lorn. 2°Is not my word like fire,” declares the 
Lorp, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in 
pieces? y 

30’ Therefore,” declares the Lorp, “Iam against 
the prophets who steal from one another words 
supposedly from me. 31Yes,’” declares the LORD, 3 
am against the prophets who wag their own 
tongues and yet declare, ‘The Lorp declares.’ 32In- 
deed, I am against those who prophesy false 
dreams,” declares the Lor. “They tell them and 

lead my people astray with their reckless lies, yet I 
did not send or appoint them. They do not benefit 
these people in the least,” declares the LorD. 
False Oracles and False Prophets 

33’When these people, or a prophet or a priest, 
ask you, ‘What is the oracle@ of the Lorp?’ say to 
them, ‘What oracle?’ I will forsake you, declares. 
the Lor.’ ¥If a prophet or a priest or anyone else | 
claims, ‘This is the oracle of the Lor," will pun- 
ish that man and his household. This is what 
each of you keeps on saying to his friend or rela~ 
tive: ‘Whatis the Lorp’s answer?’ or ‘What has the 

Lorp spoken?’ *But you must not mention ‘the’ 
oracle of the Lorp’ again, because every man’s 
own word becomes his oracle and so you distort 
the words of the living God, the Loxp Almighty, 
our God. 37This is what you keep saying to a 
prophet: ‘What is the Lorb’s answer to you?’ or 
‘What has the Lorp spoken? 38Although you 
claim, ‘This is the oracle of the Lorp,’ this is what, 
the Lorp says: You used the words, ‘This is the 
oracle of the Lorp,’ even though I told you that 
you must not claim, ‘This is the oracle of the Lorp,” 
39Therefore, I will surely forget you and cast you 
out of my presence along with the city I gave to. 
you and your fathers. 4! will bring upon you ever- 
jasting disgrace—everlasting shame that will not 

be forgotten.” ) 


Two Baskets of Figs 


2 4 After Jehoiachiné son of Jehoiakim king of 
Judah and the officials, the craftsmen and 
the artisans of Judah were carried into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, the Loxp showed me two baskets of figs 
placed in front of the temple of the Lorb. 2One™ 


23:25 Questionable Dreams 
For the casual observer, it must have been difficult - 
to tell real prophets from false prophets in 
Jeremiah’s day. Jeremiah was outnumbered by 
optimists who claimed God gave them dreams and _ 
. In reality, their dreams had nothing to. 
do with God’s Word, and anyone sho compieetiay 
their message with Scripture : 
difference. They 


mae 


i for t sins of his 


—- - FF -F — 


JEREMIAH 243 a 
coeks not be sate 
Loap asked me, “What Go you see. 


i 


= the word of the Loap came to me: STs 
the Loan, the God of Imeel says: Lake 
3 Res I regard as good the egiss om 
whorn I sent away from this place to the 
land of the Babylonians. My eves will wench 
ad 1 will being them 
@ them up and not tear 
them and not uproot them. 
to know me, that Iam the 


The Cup of God's Wrath = yet 
.SThus is what the Loam, the God of Iseel saad 

to me: “Take from my hand this cup Gilied with the 

wine of my wrath and make al the nations 


thea fathers. 


Seventy Years of Captivity coals and all bes 
: there: all the kings of Uz: all the kings of 


o¢ Amon king of Judah until this very 
word of the Lorp hascometomeand! = §,- one after the other—all the 
have spoken to You again and again, butyouhave — ice of the earth. And after all of them. the King of 
Pe aan the Loap has sent all his servants Se 
the prophets to you again and again, you have not I™Then tell them, This is what the Lomp AP 
listened or paid any attenhon. SThey said, “Tern 
now, each of you, from your evil ways and your 
evil prachees, and you can Stay m the land the 
ve to you and your fathers for ever and 
not fallow other gods to serve and wor- 
om: do not provoke me to anger with what 


" 


ship 
your hands have made- Then | will not harm you.” 

But you did not listen to me,” dediares the 
Lorp, “and you have provoked me with what 
your hands have made, and you have brought 
harm to yourselves.” 


STherefore the Loxp Almighty says this: “Be —t sre 
cause you have not listened to my words, YI will © The Loap will rear from on hight =e 
summon all the peoples of the north and my ser he will thunder trom his holy dwelling | 


vant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,” declares and roar mughtily against his land. 
the Lop, “and I will bring them against this land iad ton be eee 
3 St 


and its inhabitants and against all the surrounding, shout against all whe live on. a) 
nations. | will completely destroy? them and make The tumuit will resound to the endsof the 
. — = — 


them an object of horror and scom, and an ever earth, . oe 


#512 Or Chaiinans 3 The Hedrew term nefers to the inpewocabiie giving ower of things ce persons othe Lone, atten Rep saaiy 
Sestroving them. 523 Oe ate clip the hawt thy Chew Soret Qe Sheskact & a coypengeam for Babee SS 
2 - 


dog Charges againat the 


» will bv 


neon all mankind 
<i te the sword," "" 
cleclare 


the Lown 


ve Lord Almighty says. 


ywoster os spreading 
anon to nation 

hey storm is rising 
he ends of the earth,” 


ne those slain by the Lord will be 

om one end of the earth to the 
yey will not be mourned or gathered up of 
will be like refuse lying on the ground. 


na wail, you shepherds 
t Just, vou leaders of the flock. 

ime to be slaughtered has come; 
will tall and be shattered like fine 


tery 
verds will have nowhere to flee, 
flock no place to escape. 

vepherds, 
he leaders of the flock, 
{estroving their pasture 
lows will be laid waste 

y erce anger of the Lorp. 
2 lion he will leave his lair 

and will become desolate 

the swords of the oppressor 
cause of the Loro’s fierce anger. 


heir 


Jeremiah Threatened With Death 
he reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah 


Early i 
26 king Judah, this word came from the 
This is what the Lorp says: Stand in the 
ye LoRp’s house and speak to all the 
‘owns of Judah who come to worship 
use of the Lorp. Tell them everything | 
you; do not omit a word. 3Perhaps they 
and each will turn from his evil way. 
will relent and not bnng on them the disas- 
inning because of the evil they have 
them, ‘This is what the Lorp says: If 
io not listen to me and follow my law, which 
have set before you, 5and if you do not listen to 
ords of my servants the prophets, whom I 
t to you again and again (though you have 
ved), then I will make this house like 
id this city an object of cursing among all 
\s of the earth.’ 
‘he priests, the prophets and all the people 
rd Jeremiah speak these words in the house of 
D. SBut as soon as Jeremiah finished telling 
he people everything the Lorp had com- 
ded him to say, the priests, the prophets and 
the people seized him and said, “You must die! 
‘Vhy do you prophesy in the Lorp’s name that 
> house will be like Shiloh and this city will be 
late and deserted?” And all the people crowd- 
i around Jeremiah in the house of the Lorp. 
When the officials of Judah heard about these 
ungs, they went up from the royal palace to the 


Some Hebrew manuscripts and Septuagint (see also Jer. 46:16 and 50:16); most Hebrew manuscripts anger 
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JEREMIAH 2628 


house of the Lown and took their at the 
entrance ef the New Gate of the Lowo’® house. 
‘Then the priests and the prophets od to the 
officials and all the people, “This man should be 
sentenced to death because hye has premeaes : 
againal thie elty, You have heard it with your own 
ware!” 

HT hen Jeremiah said to all the offielalé and all 
the people: "The Low sent me to prophesy 
against this house and this city all the things you 
have heard. |''Now reform your ways and your 
actions and obey the Loxo your God, Then the 
Lony will relent and not bring the disaster he has 
pronounced against you. 4A forme, Lam in your 
hands; do with me whatever you think is and 
right, Be assured, however, that if you put me to 
death, you will bring the guilt of innocent blood on — 
yourselves and on this city and on those who live 
in it for in truth the Lond has sent me to you to 
speak all these words in your hearing.’’ 

‘Then the officials and all the people said to the 
priests and the prophets, “This man should not be 
sentenced to death! He has spoken to us in the 
name of the Lorp our God.” : 

'"Some of the elders of the land stepped forward 
and said to the entire assembly of people, 
18Micah of Moresheth prophesied in the days of _ 
Hezekiah king of Judah, He told all the people of 
Judah, ‘This is what the Lorp Almighty says: 


“ ‘Zion will be plowed like a field, 
Jerusalem will become a heap of rubble, 
the temple hill a mound overgrown with 

thickets.’ 


19"Did Hezekiah king of Judah or anyone else in 
Judah put him to death? Did not Hezekiah fear the 
Lorp and seek his favor? And did not the Lorp 
relent, so that he did not bring the disaster he - 
pronounced against them? We are about tobringa < 
terrible disaster on ourselves!’ 

20(Now Uriah son of Shemaiah from Kiriath Jea- 
rim was another man who prophesied in the name 
of the Lorp; he prophesied the same things 
against this city and this land as Jeremiah did. 
21When King Jehoiakim and all his officers and 
officials heard his words, the king sought to put 
him to death. But Uriah heard of it and fled in fear 
to Egypt. 22King Jehoiakim, however, sent Elna- 
than son of Acbor to Egypt, along with some other 
men. They brought Uriah out of Egypt and took 
him to King Jehoiakim, who had him struck down _ 

I 


26:19 Scripture Saves a Life 

Jeremiah’s scorn for the temple was considered 

sacrilege and might have cost him his life. (Another 
assassinated for the 


JEREMIAH 26;24 

with a sword and his body thrown into the burial 

place of the common people.) 

Furthermore, Ahikam son of Shaphan sup- 
ported Jeremiah, and so he was not handed over to 
the people to be put to death 
Judah to Serve Nebuchadnezzar 
2 Early in the reign of Zedekiah¢ son of Josiah 

king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah 
from the Lorp: 2This is what the Lor said to me: 

Make a yoke out of straps and crossbars and putit 

on your neck. 3Then send word to the kings of 
Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre and Sidon through 
the envoys Who have come to Jerusalem to Zede- 
kiah king of Judah. 4Give them a message for their 
masters and say, ‘This is what the Lorp Almighty, 
the God of Israel, says: “Tell this to your masters: 
5With my great power and outstretched arm I 
made the earth and its people and the animals that 
are on it, and I give it to anyone I please. 6Now I 
will hand all your countries over to my servant 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; | will make even 
the wild animals subject to him. 7All nations will 
serve him and his son and his grandson until the 
time for his land comes; then many nations and 
great kings will subjugate him 

s“ "If, however, any nation or kingdom will 

not serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon or bow 
its neck under his yoke, | will punish that nation 
with the sword, famine and plague, declares the 
Lorp, until | destroy it by his hand. %So do not 
listen to your prophets, your diviners, your inter- 
preters of dreams, your mediums or your sorcerers 
who tell you, ‘You will not serve the king of Bab- 
ylon.’ !0They prophesy lies to you that will only 
serve to remove you far from your lands; I will 
banish you and you will perish. !!But if any nation 
will bow its neck under the yoke of the king of 
Babylonand serve him, | will let that nation remain 
in its own land to till it and to live there, declares 
the Lorp.”’”” 

12] gave the same message to Zedekiah king of 
Judah. I said, “Bow your neck under the yoke of 
the king of Babylon; serve him and his people, and 
you will live. 3Why will you and your people die 
by the sword, famine and plague with which the 
Lorp has threatened any nation that will not serve 
the king of Babylon? !4Do not listen to the words of 
the prophets who say to you, “You will not serve 
the king of Babylon,’ for they are prophesying lies 


——— 


27:12 Counseling Surrender 

By the time Zedekiah took office, Israel had twice 
surrendered to Babylon. Two groups of Israelites 
had already been exiled, including in their number 
King Jehoiachin. The desire for independence did 
not die easily, however. Zedekiah, who had been 
put into office as a puppet king, soon began 
scheming for revolution. Jeremiah persistently 
counseled submission to Babylon—unpopular 
advice that nearly cost him his life when he was 
accused of treason. 


manuscripts do not have this verse.) 
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to you, 1T have not sent them,’ declares the Lord. 
“They are prophesying lies in my name. Therefore, 
I will banish you and you will perish, both you and 
the prophets who prophesy to you.” 

\sThen | said to the priests and all these people, 
“This is what the LorD says: Do not listen to the. 
prophets who say, ‘Very soon now the articles 
from the Lorp’s house will be brought back from 
Babylon.’ They are prophesying lies to you. 17Do 
not listen to them. Serve the king of Babylon, and 
you will live. Why should this city become a ruin? 

ISIf they are prophets and have the word of the 
Lorp, let them plead with the Lorp Almighty that 
the furnishings remaining in the house of the Lorp 
and in the palace of the king of Judah and in 
Jerusalem not be taken to Babylon. !9For this is 
what the Lorp Almighty says about the pillars, the 
Sea, the movable stands and the other furnishings 
that are left in this city, 22which Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon did not take away when he carried 
Jehoiachin® son of Jehoiakim king of Judah into 
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon, along with all the 
nobles of Judah and Jerusalem—7Hyes, this is what 
the Lorv Almighty, the God of Israel, says about — 
the things that are left in the house of the Lop and 
in the palace of the king of Judah and in Jerusalem: 
22'They will be taken to Babylon and there they will 
remain until the day I come for them,’ declares the 
Lorv. ‘Then I will bring them back and restore 
them to this place.’ ” 
The False Prophet Hananiah 
2 In the fifth month of that same year, the 
fourth year, early in the reign of Zedekiah 
king of Judah, the prophet Hananiah son of Azzur, 
who was from Gibeon, said to me in the house of 
the Lorp in the presence of the priests and all the 
people: 2’This is what the Lorp Almighty, the 
God of Israel, says: ‘I will break the yoke of the 
king of Babylon. 3Within two years | will bring 
back to this place all the articles of the Lorp’s 
house that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon re- 
moved from here and took to Babylon. 4I will also 
bring back to this place Jehoiachin? son of Jehoia- 
kim king of Judah and all the other exiles from 
Judah who went to Babylon,’ declares the Lor, 
‘for | will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.’ ” 
5Then the prophet Jeremiah replied to the 
prophet Hananiah before the priests and all the 
people who were standing in the house of the 
Lorp. He said, ‘“Amen! May the Lorp do so! May 
the Lorp fulfill the words you have prophesied by 
bringing the articles of the Lorp’s house and all the 
exiles back to this place from Babylon. 7Neverthe- 
less, listen to what I have to say in your hearing 
and in the hearing of all the people: 8From early 
times the prophets who preceded you and me 
have prophesied war, disaster and plague against 
many countries and great kingdoms. %But the 
prophet who prophesies peace will be recognized 
as one truly sent by the Lorp only if his prediction 
comes true.” 


c 


10Then the prophet Hananiah took the yoke off 
the neck of the prophet Jeremiah and broke it, 


1 A tew Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac (see also Jer. 273, 12 and 28:1), most Hebrew manuscripts Jehoiakim (Most Septuagint 


$20.4 Hebrew Jeconuh, a variant of Jehoiachin 


neople, “This is what 
ane Pevay will L break the 
yoke of Nebuchadne king of Babylon off the 
eae or al the nations within two years.” At this, 
the prophet feremiah wenton his way. 

eoeien ter the prophet Hananiah had bro- 
evoke off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, 

orp came to Jeremiah: 13“Go and 
wy bi saniah, ‘This is what the Lorp says: You 
ty Ave broke na wooden yoke, but in its place you 
yoke of iron “This is what the Lorp 
Almighty, the God of Israel, says: I will put an iron 
ke on the necks of all these nations to make 
them serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and 
they will serve him, I will even give him control 
over the wild animals.” “ 

Then the prophet Jeremiah said to Hananiah 
the prophet. “Listen, Hananiah! The Lorp has not 
ont you, yet you have persuaded this nation to 
rust in lies. \Therefore, this is what the Lorp 

| am about to remove you from the face of 
ith. This very year you are going to die, 
you have preached rebellion against the 


land he said before al 
the Loro says. ‘In the 


ken the 


the | 


will get 


y 


cause 
2RD 

In the seventh month of that same year, Hana- 
yh the prophet died 


A Letter to the Exiles 


This is the text of the letter that the prophet 
~ Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the surviv- 
1g elders among the exiles and to the priests, the 
prophets and all the other people Nebuchadnezzar 
had carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 
2This was after King Jehoiachin¢ and the queen 
mother, the court officials and the leaders of Judah 
ind Jerusalem, the craftsmen and the artisans had 
gone into exile from Jerusalem.) 3He entrusted the 
to Elasah son of Shaphan and to Gemariah 
n of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent 
) King Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon. It said: 


‘This is what the Lorp Almighty, the God 

vf Israel, says to all those I carried into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5“Build houses 
ind settle down; plant gardens and eat what 
they produce. 6Marry and have sons and 
jaughters; find wives for your sons and give 
yur daughters in marriage, so that they too 
may have sons and daughters. Increase in 
number there; do not decrease. 7Also, seek 
the peace and prosperity of the city to which | 
have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lorp 


29:1 Writing to Ezekiel 


During the last years of Jeremiah’s work, a sizeable 
community of exiles were already living in 
Babylon. Among them were Daniel, a young man 
who would rise to tremendous power in court, and 
the prophet Ezekiel. Ezekiel was preaching at the 
same time as Jeremiah, and their messages are 
imilar in many ways. Since neither one mentions 
‘he other, however, we can’t be sure whether they 
were acquainted. 


lebrew Jeconmh, a variant of Jehowchin *14 Or will restore yor 
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for it, because if it prospers, you too will pros- 
per.” 8Yes, this is what the Lorp Almighty, 
the God of Israel, says: ‘Do not let the proph- 
ets and diviners among you deceive you. Do 
not listen to the dreams you encourage them 
to have. 9They are prophesying lies to you in 
my name. I have not sent them,” declares the 
Lor. 
10This is what the Lorp says: ‘When seven- 
ty years are completed for Babylon, | will 
come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to 
bring you back to this place. For I know the 
plans | have for you,” declares the Lorp, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future, 12Then 
you will call upon me and come and pray to 
me, and I will listen to you. !3You will seek me 
and find me when you seek me with all your 
heart. 141 will be found by you,” declares the 
Lorp, ‘and will bring you back from captivi- 
ty. I will gather you from all the nations and 
places where I have banished you,” declares 
the Lorp, “and will bring you back to the 
place from which I carried you into exile.” 
15You may say, “The Lorp has raised up 
prophets for us in Babylon,” !6but this is what 
the Lorp says about the king who sits on Da- 
vid’s throne and all the people who remain in 
this city, your countrymen who did not go 
with you into exile— !’yes, this is what the 
Lorp Almighty says: “I will send the sword, 
famine and plague against them and | will 
make them like poor figs that are so bad they 
cannot be eaten. 181 will pursue them with the 
sword, famine and plague and will make 
them abhorrent to all the ms of the 
earth and an object of cursing /and horror, of 
scorn and reproach, among e nations 
where | drive them. 19For they have not lis- 
tened to my words,” declares the Lorp, 
“words that I sent to them again and again by 
my servants the prophets. And you exiles 
have not listened either,” declares the Lorp. 
20Therefore, hear the word of the Lorp, all 
you exiles whom I have sent away from 
Jerusalem to Babylon. 2!This is what the Lorp 
Almighty, the God of Israel, says about Ahab 
son of Kolaiah and Zedekiah son of Maaseiah, 
who are prophesying lies to you in my name: 
“7 will hand them over to Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon, and he will put them to death 
before your very eyes. 22Because of them, all 
the exiles from Judah who are in Babylon will 
use this curse: ‘The Lorp treat you like Zede- 
kiah and Ahab, whom the king of Babylon 
burned in the fire.’ 3For they have done out- 
rageous things in Israel; they have committed 
adultery with their neighbors’ wives and in 
my name have spoken lies, which I did not tell * 
them to do. I know it and am a witness to it,” 
declares the Lorp. 


Message to Shemaiah 
24Tel] Shemaiah the Nehelamite, 25“This is what 


mur fortunes 
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the Lorp Almighty, the God of Israel, says: You 
sent letters in your own name to all the people in 
Jerusalem, to Zephaniah son of Maaseiah the 
priest, and to all the other priests. You said to 
Zephaniah, 26’The Lorp has appointed you priest 
in place of Jehoiada to be in charge of the house of 
the Lorp; you should put any madman who acts 
like a prophet into the stocks and neck-irons. 27S0 
why have you not reprimanded Jeremiah from 
Anathoth, who poses as a prophet among you? 
28He has sent this message to us in Babylon: It will 
be a long time. Therefore build houses and settle 
down; plant gardens and eat what they pro- 
duce.’ ” 
29Zephaniah the priest, however, read the letter 
to Jeremiah the prophet. Then the word of the 
Lorp came to Jeremiah; 3!’Send this message to all 
the exiles: ‘This is what the Lorp says about She- 
maiah the Nehelamite: Because Shemaiah has 
prophesied to you, even though I did not send 
him, and has led you to believe a lie, 32this is what 
the Lorp says: I will surely punish Shemaiah the 
Nehelamite and his descendants. He will have no 
one left among this people, nor will he see the 
good things I will do for my people, declares the 
Lorp, because he has preached rebellion against 
me.” 


Restoration of Israel 


3 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from 

the Lorn: 2This is what the Lorp, the God 
of Israel, says: ‘Write in a book all the words I have 
spoken to you. 3The days are coming,’ declares the 
Lorp, ‘when I will bring my people Israel and 
Judah back from captivity and restore them to the 
land I gave their forefathers to possess,’ says the 
Lorb.” 

4These are the words the Lorp spoke concern- 
ing Israel and Judah: 5“’This is what the Lop says: 


“Cries of fear are heard— 
terror, not peace. 

6Ask and see: 
Can a man bear children? 

Then why do I see every strong man 
with his hands on his stomach like a woman 

in labor, 

every face turned deathly pale? 

7How awful that day will be! 
None will be like it. 

It will be a time of trouble for Jacob, 
but he will be saved out of it. 


8” In that day,’ declares the Lorp Almighty, 
‘| will break the yoke off their necks 
and will tear off their bonds; 
no longer will foreigners enslave them. 
9Instead, they will serve the Lorp their God 
and David their king, 
whom I will raise up for them. 


10” ‘So do not fear, O Jacob my servant; 
do not be dismayed, O Israel,’ 
declares the Lorp. 


‘| will surely save you out of a distant place, 


3 Or will restore the fortunes of my people Israel and Judah 
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your ee ndants from the land of their 
. exile, H 
Jacob will again have peace and ve 
and no one will make him afraid. ty rs the 
‘1am with you and will save you,’ a 


declares the Lox. eo 
‘Though | completely destroy all the nations 
among, which | scatter you, e 
1 will not completely destroy you. 
I will discipline you but only with justice; — 
1 will not let you go entirely unpunished.’ , 


12”This is what the Lorp says: ey 


“Your wound is incurable, i 
your injury beyond healing. 
13There is no one to plead your cause, 
no remedy for your sore, 
no healing for you 
All your allies have forgotten you; 
they care nothing for you. 
I have struck you as an enemy would 
and punished you as would the cruel, 
because your guilt is so great 
and your sins so many. te, 
15Why do you cry out over your wound, 
your pain that has no cure? 
Because of your great guilt and many sins 
I have done these things to you. 


16” ‘But all who devour you will be devoured; — 
all your enemies will go into exile. 
Those who plunder you will be plundered; 
all who make spoil of you | will despoil. 
17But I will restore you to health 


and heal your wounds,’ 
declares the Loxp, 
“because you are called an outcast, 
Zion for whom no one cares.” 


18’ This is what the Lorp says: 


e 


“1 will restore the fortunes of Jacob's tents 
and have compassion on his dwellings; 
the city will be rebuilt on her ruins, 
and the palace will stand in its proper place. 
19From them will come songs of thanksgiving, 
and the sound of rejoicing. 
I will add to their numbers, 
and they will not be decreased; 
I will bring them honor, 
and they will not be disdained. ' 
2Their children will be as in days of old, pee 
and their community will be established 


before me; 
I will punish all who oppress them. 
21Their leader will be one of theirown; ¢ 
their ruler will arise from among them. 
I will bring him near and he will come close to ___ 
me, a noite 
for who is he who willdevote himself = 
to be close to me?’ 1 bana 
declares the LorD, — 
22” ‘So you will be my people, aun w 
and | will be your God.’ ” ai 
ty aie. a 
2BSee, the stormofthe LorpD 


. 
. 


an 2 » 


Wary tas eae eee 


” 


The People Who Refuse to Die 
orful neighbors have disappeared—but the Jews live on 


Their powe 


/ will surely save you out of a distant place, your descendants from the land of their exile. Jacob will 

ain have peace and security, and no one will make him afraid.” 30:10 

et lost in Brooklyn, New York, and wander into the section called Williamsburg, prereen 
ir 


{you g revhtles 
‘o be s' sd. Boys playing baseball look odd: long, uncut curls of hair trail from 
I ; ee ce hele ¢ peates Men in black, with long, untrimmed beards, coach from the sidelines. 
omen you see wear wigs because they've shaved their heads completely. Is this a new 


All the w 

; Yeu ve stumbled into a community of Hasidic Jews. They live, not the latest fad, but by 

uncient rules based on Old Testament laws. They follow complicated dietary regulations, They 

keep one set of bowls for meat, and another for dairy products. Young men devote long hours of 

tudy to the Hebrew Old Testament ee they are Americans living in New York, their cultural : 
ympass points to Mount Sinai, where God gave Moses the Law. A 


Jews Outlived Their Enemies 
The Jewish people have survived, astonishingly. Who in Jeremiah’s time could have predicted 


their persistence, when they were hemmed in and threatened with total destruction? The 
Babylonians conquered and carried them into exile. But where are the Babylonians, today? They 


have vanished, Desert sand covers their capital. 

The story of the Jews is a long chronicle of discrimination, exile, punishment, and slaughter. 
Against no other people have such destructive measures been taken. Yet they have survived, 
thrived. Their language endures. Their book, the Old Testament, is part of the great bestseller of 
all time. They have rebuilt their nation. 

ven more remarkably, this durability was predicted in writing 2,500 years ago. God promised in 
the clearest terms that he would never reject his people. 


The New Covenant 
remiah, known for his stinging denunciations and repeated predictions of savage destruction, 


brought word of God's eternal faithfulness and of a new covenant replacing the old, broken 
se [he new covenant would improve generously on the old one, Jeremiah said. God would no 
onger simply list cules for his people to obey. He would plant those rules in their hearts, so 
would want to obey (31:33). Each individual would know the Lord personally. God would offer 
forgiveness for sins. 

jere miah promised more than that. He said a new king from David's line would come to rule. 

He would be called “The Lord Our Righteousness" (23:5-8). Israel would return from exile to their 
land. They would farm there again. They would rebuild Jerusalem and again worship God there. 
Jeremiah wrote these rosy words in the face of Israel’s worst catastrophe. 

Jeremiah didn’t just deliver these messages. He acted them out. He made what was either one 
of the stupidest financial investments of all time, or a remarkable act of faith. He bought pope 
from a relative at the height of the Babylonian siege (chapter 32). God had promised Jeremiah that 
omeday the property would be worth money again, to his children or grandchildren. He believed 
ind invested in that distant prospect. He believed in the survival of Israel. 


The Fulfillment of Prophecy 
Christians agree that the new king Jeremiah predicted was Jesus. They agree that Jesus 
the new covenant, which puts the law into people's hearts and enables them to know God. But on 
he restoration of Israel Christians hold different opinions. Some feel that the modern nation of 
rael is, at least partly, the reincarnated nation Jeremiah wrote about. Others feel that New 
stament teaches that Christians of all races form Jeremiah’s ‘new nation” of God's le, and 
hat the promises apply allegorically to them. 
\ll agree, though, that what Jesus set out to do is not yet finished. Someday he will destroy the 


vs of evil and fully establish his new kingdom. 


te Questions: Jeremiah bought a field as a sign of his faith in the future of Israel. By what “invest- 


nents’ can you demonstrate practical faith in God's kingdom? 
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will burst out in wrath, 
a driving wind swirling down 
on the heads of the wicked. 
4The fierce anger of the Loxp will not turn back 
until he fully accomplishes 
the purposes of his heart 
In days to come 


you will understand this 
1 “At that time,” declares the Loxo, “I will be 
the God of all the clans of Israel, and they 


will be my people.” 
2This is what the Lorp says 
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“The people who survive the sword 
will find favor in the desert; 
I will come to give rest to Israel,” 


+The Loxp appeared to us in the past," saying 


“| have loved you with an everlasting love; 
I have drawn you with laving-kindness. 
41 will build you up again 
and you will be rebuilt, O Virgin Israel. 
Again you will take up your tambourines 
and go out to dance with the joyful. 
5Again you will plant vineyards 
on the hills of Samaria; 
the farmers will plant them 
and enjoy their fruit 
6There will be a day when watchmen cry out 
on the hills of Ephraim, 
‘Come, let us go up to Zion, 
to the Lorp our God.’ ” 


7This is what the Lorp says: 


“Sing with joy for Jacob; 
shout for the foremost of the nations. 
Make your praises heard, and say, 
‘O Lorp, save your people, 
the remnant of Israel.’ 
8See, | will bring them from the land of the 
north 
and gather them from the ends of the earth 
Among them will be the blind and the lame, 
expectant mothers and women in labor; 
a great throng will return 
9They will come with weeping; 
they will pray as I bring them back. 
I will lead them beside streams of water 
ona level path where they will not stumble, 
because | am Israel’s father, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn son. 


10’Hear the word of the Lorp, O nations; 
proclaim it in distant coastlands: 
‘He who scattered Israel will gather them 
and will watch over his flock like a 
shepherd.’ 
11For the Lorp will ransom Jacob 
and redeem them from the hand of those 
stronger than they. 
12They will come and shout for joy on the 
heights of Zion; 
they will rejoice in the bounty of the Lorp— 
the grain, the new wine and the oil, 


*3 Or Lorn has appeared to us from afar 


the young of the flocks and herds. 
They will be like a well-watered asta: 
and they will sorrow no more, 
UThen maidens will dance and be glad, 
young, men and old as well. 
1 will turn their mourning into gladness; 
I will give them comfort and joy instead of 
sorrow 
141 will satisfy the priests with abundance, 
and my people will be filled with my 


bounty,” 
declares the Lonp, 
'5This is what the Loxp says: 


“A voice is heard in Ramah, 
mourning and great weeping, 
Rachel weeping for her children 
and refusing to be comforted, 
because her children are no more.” 


16This is what the Lorp says: 


“Restrain your voice from weeping, 
and your eyes from tears, 
for your work will be rewarded,” 
declares the Lorp. 
“They will return from the land of the 
enemy. 
17So there is hope for your future,” 
declares the Lorp. 
“Your children will return to their own land. 


14] have surely heard Ephraim’s moaning: 
“You disciplined me like an unruly calf, 
and I have been disciplined. 

Restore me, and I will return, 
because you are the Lorp my God. 
19After I strayed, 
I repented; 
after | came to understand, 
I beat my breast. 
I was ashamed and humiliated 
because | bore the disgrace of my youth.’ 
201s not Ephraim my dear son, 
the child in whom I delight? 
Though | often speak against him, 
I still remember him. 
Therefore my heart yearns for him; 
1 have great compassion for him,” 
declares the Lorp. 


21Set up road signs; 
put up guideposts. 


31:15 Pain in Redemption 

The Babylonians used Ramah, a town north of 
Jerusalem, as a collection point for the captives 
they were about to exile. Rachel, the “mother of 
Israel,” was buried near there, and she is portrayed 
as weeping over the exiles. But the Lord's voice 
answers hers, offering hope for their return. 
Matthew quoted this verse referring to King 
Herod’s slaughter of all baby boys in the vicinity of 
Bethlehem (Matthew 2:18). In deepest grief, God is 
not absent: he is planning i 


Toke note of the highway 
the road that you take 

Return, O Virgin Iorael 
return te your towns 

How long will you wander, 


CO unfaithful daughter? 
The Loup will create a new thing on earthe= 


»wonwn will surround? a man,” 


Thi what the Loro Almighty, the God of 
Iaracl, says) When bring them back from captivi- 
hy the people in the land of Judah and in its 
tawre will once again use these words: ‘The Loup 
bles you, O righteous dwelling, O sacred moun- 
nin People wil live together in Judah and all its 
towns farmers and those who move about with 
their flock I will refresh the weary and satisfy 


the faint 


At this Lawoke and looked around. My sleep 
had been pleasant to me 

The days are coming,” declares the Loxp, 
when | will plant the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah with the offspring of men and of 
tas | watched over them to uproot 


und tear down, and to overthrow, destroy and 
bring disaster, so | will wateh aver them to build 
and to plant.” declares the Logp. 2”"In those days 


je will no longe: y 


p 
The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
and the children’s teeth are set on edge.” 


“Instead, everyone will die for his own sin; who- 
ever eats sour grapes—his own teeth will be set on 
edge 

The time is coming,” declares the Lorp, 
when | will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel 
nd with the house of Judah 
will not be like the covenant 
{ made with their forefathers 
when I took them by the hand 
to lead them out of Egypt 
because they broke my covenant, 
though | was a husband tor them,” 
declares the Lorp. 
This is the covenant | will make with the 
house of Israel 
after that ime,” declares the Lorp. 
| will put my law in their minds 
and write it on their hearts 
| will be their God, 
ind they will be my people. 
4No longer will a man teach his neighbor, 
ora man his brother, saying, ‘Know the 
Lorb,’ 
because they will all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest,” 
declares the Lorp. 
For | will forgive their wickedness 
and will remember their sins no more.” 


This is what the Lorp says, 


he who appoints the sun 
to shine by day, 


Or will go about secking ; or will protect 23 Or | restore thetr fortunes *32 Hebrew: Septuagint and Syriac /and I 
432 Or was ther master “4 Or Chaldeans, also in verses 5, 24, 25, 28, 29 and 43 


who decrees the moon and stare 
te shine by night, ad 
whe stirs up the nea ¥ 
no that ite waves font Lo 
the Loup Almighty is his narne: 
“Only if these decrees vanieh from ay ia 
declares the Loup, 7 
“will the descendante of Jeraet ever cease 
to be a nation before me.” Hie. ~ 


YThis is what the Loup says: 


“Only if the heavens above can be measured — 
and the foundations of the earth | below be 
searched out 
will | reject all the descendants of lerael 
because of all they have done,” J 
declares the Loup, 


“The days are coming,” declares the Lozo, 
“when this city will be rebuilt for me from ther 
Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate. *The mea- 
suring line will stretch from there straight to the 
hill of Gareb and then turn to Goah, “The whole 
valley where dead bodies and ashes are thrown, 
and all the terraces out to the Kidron Valley on the ; 
cast as far as the corner of the Horse Gate, willbe 
holy to the Loan. The city will never again be 
uprooted or demolished.” i 


wi 


Jeremiah Buys a Field pee, ; 


3 This is the word that eamnet lorena from 

the Loro in the tenth year of Zedekiah king 
of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebu- 
chadnezzar. 2The army of the king of was 
then besieging Jerusalem, and J Ls he 
Prophet was confined in the courtyard of the 
guard in the royal palace of Judah. 

3Now Zedekiah king of Judah had imprisoned 
him there, saying, “Why do you prophesy as you 
do? You say, ‘This is what the Loxp says: ton 
about to hand this city over to the king of Babylon, 
and he will capture it. 4Zedekiah king of Judgh will 
not escape out of the hands of the Babylonians¢ 
but will certainly be handed over to the king of — 
Babylon, and will speak with him face to faceand _ 
see him with his own eyes. He will take Zedekiah 
to Babylon, where he will remain until I deal with 
him, declares the Lon, If you fight against the 
Babylonians, you will not succeed.’ ” 

‘Jeremiah said, “The word of the Lorp came to * 
me: 7Hanamel son of Shallum your u 
to come to you and say, "Buy wiy la ac Aneta ; 
because as nearest eet itis yon ee duty 
to buy it.’ i 

8Then, just is thease ea * 
Hanamel came to me in birt nt pena 
and said, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth in the 
of Benjamin. Since it is your right to redeem it 
Possess it, buy it for yourself.” Pa te E 

“1 knew that this was the word of the LorD;9so 
1 bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin — 
Haname! and weighed out for him ites 


} 


oo 
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chobelor at eilver lh olgned and sented the deed, 
Hoel Lov tieened, aiid weighed out the aller on the 
ocalee THE tok (he deed of purehaee the sealed 
copy contaliiie He tering and conditions, ae well 
vo the uneeded copy Mand | gave this deed to 
Harve ean at Neral, (he eon of Malwelah, inthe 
presence oF nny cousin Hanae! and of the wit: 
Heanee who hac aiened The deed and ofall the Jews 
elo th The conetyard of the guard 

Ein thei presence | gave Darvel these inate: 
tHione Thies what the Lows Almighty, the God 
of tormel, cove Take these documents, both the 
ond unmealed copies of the deed of pure 
hw (put them inaclay jar eo they will lagta 
long Hor thie ie what the Low Almighty, 
the Goo of lerael, eave: Houses, Helds and vine 
yords Willagain be bought to thie land“ 

Attor | had given the deed of purchase to 
Naruch son of Netioh, | prayed to the Lou 


oon 


VAN, Sovereign Lowe, you have made the 
heavens and the earth by your Breal power 
and outstretched aom. Nothing is too hard for 
you |'You show love to thousands but bring 
the punishment for the fathers’ sine inte the 
lape of their children after them, O great and 
powerlul God, whose name is the Loup Ale 
Mighty, great are your purposes and mighty 
are your deeds, Your eyes are open to all the 
ways of men, you reward everyone according 
to his conduct and as his deeds deserve. %You 
performed miraculous signs and wonders in 
Egypt and have continued them to this day, 
both in Israel and among all mankind, and 
have gained the renown that is still yours. 
“You brought your people Israel out of Egypt 
with signs and wonders, by a mighty hand 
and an outstretched arm and with great ter- 
ror, “You gave them this land you had sworn 
to give their forefathers, a land flowing with 
milk and honey, @They came in and took 
possession of it, but they did not obey you or 
follow your law; they did not do what you 
commanded them to do. Se you brought all 
this disaster upon them 
"See how the siege ramps are built up to 
take the city. Because of the sword, famine 
and plague, the city will be handed over to the 
Babylonians who are attacking it, What you 
said has happened, as you now see, %And 
though the city will be handed over to the 
Babylonians, you, O Sovereign Lorp, say to 
me, ‘Buy the field with silver and have the 
transaction witnessed.’ 


Then the word of the Loxp came to Jeremiah: 
1am the Loxo, the God of all mankind. Is any- 
thing too hard for me? *Therefore, this is what the 
Loxp says: | am about to hand this city over to the 
Babylonians and fo Nebuchadnezzar king of Bab- 
ylon, who will captufe it. °The Babylonians who 
are attacking this city will come in and set it on fire; 
they will burn it down, along with the houses 
where the people provoked me to anger by burn- 


i" aa 
*9 That is, about 7 ounces (about 200 grams) 5 (Or to mae these sms and daeghters pes through) 
7 
<f 


sas wes presale 
» je, their 

and the of Jerusalem, 
Tosa se ond aa 


valley of Ber rf 
mn Phin 
dmghiant to Molech, though 


You are saying, 

famine and plague it 

king of Babylon’; but 

God of Israel, says: 71 urels 

all ine Venda ee ‘ nT e 

anger and it wrath; brin 

tha andthe ive 

will always fear me 

good of their children after them. 

ev 

‘omg peters and I will 

me, so that they will never turn aw 

will rejoice in doing them. and w: 

plant them in this land all my hear 
*2’This is what the Lop says: As!) 

all this great calamity on this people, so 1 will 

them all the | have promised 


ev, because [will restore their fortunes," 
the Lord 


he Neg 
feclares 
ise of Restoration 
While Jeremiah was still confined in the 
43 uetvard of the guard, the word of the 
eee ve to him a second time: 2“This is what 
eevee va. he who made the earth, the Lorp 
farmed itand established it—the Lorp is his 
Call to me and | will answer you and tell 
ereat and unsearchable things you do not 
tFor this is what the Lorn, the God of 
s about the houses in this city and the 
ss of Judah that have been torn down to 
r sst the siege ramps and the sword Sin 
fut with the Babylonians’; ‘They will be 
vith the dead bodies of the men | will slay in 
i wrath. | will hide my face from this 


Prom 


you 
know 
srael 


ny ange 
ity becaus ill its wickedness. 
Nevertheless, | will bring health and healing 


t Lwill heal my people and will let them enjoy 
bundant peace and security. *L will bring Judah 
back from captivity’ and will rebuild 


them as they were before Sl will cleanse them from. 
all the sin they have committed against me and will 
forgive all their sins of rebellion against me, Then 
this city will bring me renown, joy, praise and 
honor before all nations on earth that hear of all the 
good things | do for it; and they will be in awe and 
will tremble at the abundant prosperity and peace 
| provide for it 


This is what the Lorp says: ‘You say about 

It is a desolate waste, without men or 

Yet in the towns of Judah and the streets 

of Jerusalem that are deserted, inhabited by 

her men nor animals, there will be heard once 

‘the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices 

| bride and bridegroom, and the voices of those 

vho bring thank offerings to the house of the 
Lorb, saying, 


this place 


animals 


Give thanks to the Lorp Almighty, 
for the Lorp is good; 
his love endures forever.” 


For I will restore the fortunes of the land as they 
were before,’ says the Lorp. 

"This is what the Lorp Almighty says: ‘In this 
place, desolate and without men or animals—in all 
its towns there will again be pastures for shep- 
herds to rest their flocks, 13In the towns of the hill 
country, of the western foothills and of the Negev, 
in the territory of Benjamin, in the villages around 
Jerusalem and in the towns of Judah, flocks will 

again pass under the hand of the one who counts 
them,’ says the Lorp. 

'4"The days are coming,’ declares the Lorp, 
when I will fulfill the gracious promise | made to 
the house of Israel and to the house of Judah. 


'5” ‘In those days and at that time 
I will make a righteous Branch sprout from 
David's line; 
he will do what is just and right in the land. 
!6In those days Judah will be saved 


“44,26 Or will bring them back from captivity 


"5 Or Chaldeans 
24 Or families 
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and Jerusalem will live in E . 
This is the name by which it? will be called; _ 

The Lorn Our Righteousness. > 
‘For this is what the Lop says! ‘David will never 
fail to have’a man to sit on the throne of the house 
of Israel, 'Snor will the priests, who are Levites, 
ever fail to have a man to stand before me continue 
ally to offer burnt offerings, to burn grain offerings 
and to present sacrifices.’ 

The word of the Lorp came to Jeremiah: 
20’This is what the Lorp says: ‘If you can break my 
covenant with the day and my covenant with the 
night, so that day and night no longer come at 
their appointed time, 2!then my covenant with Da- 
vid my servant—and my covenant with the Le- 
vites who are priests ministering before me—can 
be broken and David will no longer have a de- 
scendant to reign on his throne. #1 will make the 
descendants of David my servant and the Levites 
who minister before me as countless as the stars of 
the sky and as measureless as the sand on the 
seashore.’ 

2The word of the Lory came to Jeremiah: 
24"Have you not noticed that these people are say- 
ing, ‘The Lorv has rejected the two kingdoms* he 
chose’? So they despise my people and no longer 
regard them as a nation. This is what the Lorp 
says: ‘If | have not established my covenant with — 
day and night and the fixed laws of heaven and 
earth, 26then I will reject the descendants of Jacob 
and David my servant and will not choose one of 
his sons to rule over the descendants of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. For I will restore their fortunes# 
and have compassion on them.’ ” 


Warning to Zedekiah 


3 4, While Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and 

all his army and all the kingdoms and peo- 
ples in the empire he ruled were fighting against 
Jerusalem and all its surrounding towns, this word 
came to Jeremiah from the Logo: 2’’This is what the 
Lorp, the God of Israel, says: Go to Zedekiah king 
of Judah and tell him, ‘This is what the Lorp says: 
I am about to hand this city over to the king of 
Babylon, and he will burn it down. 3You will not 
escape from his grasp but will surely be captured 
and handed over to him. You will see the king of 
Babylon with your own eyes, and he will speak 
with you face to face. And you will go to Babylon. 

4”Yet hear the promise of the Lorp, O Zede- 
kiah king of Judah. This is what the Lorp says 
concerning you: You will not die by the sword; 
5you will die peacefully. As people made a funeral 
fire in honor of your fathers, the former kings who. 
preceded you, so they will make a fire in your 
honor and lament, “Alas, O master!’ I myself 
make this promise, declares the Lorp.’ “ r 

6Then Jeremiah the prophet told all this to Zede- 
kiah king of Judah, in Jerusalem, 7while the army 
of the king of Babylon was fighting against Jerusa- 
lem and the other cities of Judah that were still 
holding out—Lachish and Azekah. These were the 
only fortified cities left in Judah, 


°7 Or will restore the fortunes of Judah and Israel 


416 Orhe 
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Freedom for Slaves 
SThe word came to Jeremiah trom the Lorn after 
King Zedekiah had made a covenant with all the 
people in Jerusalem to proclaim treedom for the 
slaves. “Everyone was to free his Hebrew slaves, 
both male and female; no one was to hold a fellow 
Jew in bondage. !0So all the officials and people 
who entered into this covenant agreed that they 
would tree their male and female slaves and no 
longer hold them in bondage. They agreed, and 
set them free. !!But afterward they changed their 
minds and took back the slaves they had freed and 
enslaved them again 
"Then the word of the Lorp came to Jeremiah; 
13° This is what the Lorp, the God of Israel, says; | 
made a covenant with your forefathers when | 
brought them out of Egypt, out of the land of 
slavery. | said, Every seventh year each of you 
must free any fellow Hebrew who has sold himself 
to you, After he has served you six years, you must 
let him go free.* Your fathers, however, did not 
listen to me or pay attention to me. Recently you 
repented and did what is right in my sight: Bach of 
you proclaimed freedom to his countrymen, You 
even made a covenant before me in the house that 
bears my Name. '©But now you have turned 
around and profaned my name; each of you has 
taken back the male and female slaves you had set 
free to go where they wished. You have forced 
them to become your slaves again. 
17"Therefore, this is what the Lorp says: You 
have not obeyed me; you have not proclaimed 
freedom for your fellow countrymen. So I now 
proclaim ‘freedom’ for you, declares the Logp— 
‘freedom’ to fall by the sword, plague and famine. 
I will make you abhorrent to all the kingdoms of 
the earth. 18The men who have violated my cov- 
enant and have not fulfilled the terms of the cov- 
enant they made before me, | will treat like the calf 
they cut in two and then walked between its 
pieces. !9The leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the 
court officials, the priests and all the people of the 
land who walked between the pieces of the calf, 201 
will hand over to their enemies who seek their 
lives. Their dead bodies will become food for the 
birds of the air and the beasts of the earth. 

21] will hand Zedekiah king of Judah and his 
officials over to their enemies who seek their lives, 
to the army of the king of Babylon, which has 
withdrawn from you. 22] am going to give the or- 
der, declares the Lorp, and | will bring them back 
to this city. They will fight against it, take it and 
burn it down. And I will lay waste the towns of 
Judah so no one can live there.” 


The Recabites 


This is the word that came to Jeremiah from 
3 the Lorp during the reign of Jehoiakim son 
of Josiah king of Judah: 2Go to the Recabite family 
and invite them to come to one of the side rooms of 
the house of the Lorp and give them Wine to 
drink.” 
350 | went to get Jaazaniah son of Jeremiah, the 
son of Habazziniah, and his brothers and all his 


14 Deut. 15:12 *11 Or Chaldean 


sony—the whole family of the Recabites 4 
brought them into the house of the Lo: the 
roor of the sons of Hanan son of iydalia ee 

of God. It was next to the room of the officials, 
whieh was over that of Maaselah son of Stall 

the doorkeeper, “Then Eset bowls full af wine a 

some cups belore the men of the Reeablte family 
and said to them, “Drink some wine.” 

But they replied, “We do not drink wine, ber 
cause our forefather Jonadab son of Reeab gave up 
this command: ‘Neither you nor your descendants 
must ever drink wine. “Also you must never build 
houses, sow seed or plant vineyards; you must 
never have any of these things, but must always 
live in tents. Then you will live a long time in the 
land where you are nomads.’ “We have obeyed 
everything our forefather Jonadab son of Reeab 
commanded us, Neither we nor our wives nor our 
sons and daughters have ever drunk wine Yor built 
houses to live in or had vineyards, fields or craps, 
10We have lived in tents and have fully obeyed 
everything our forefather Jonadab commanded us. 
But when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon ine 
vaded this land, we said, ‘Come, we must go to 
Jerusalem to escape the Babylonian! and Arame- 
an armies.’ So we have remained in Jerusalem.” 

12Then the word of the Lorp came to Jeremiah, 
saying: 13This is what the Lorp Almighty, the 
God of Israel, says: Go and tell the men of Judah 
and the people of Jerusalem, ‘Will you not learn a 
lesson and obey my words?’ declares the Loxp, 
\MJonadab son of Recab ordered his sons not to 
drink wine and this command has been kept, To 
this day they do not drink wine, because they obey 
their forefather’s command. But I have spoken to 
you again and again, yet you have not obeyed me. 
15Again and again | sent all my servants the proph- 
ets to you. They said, “Each of you must turn from 
your wicked ways and reform your actions; do not 
follow other gods to serve them. Then you will live 
in the land I have given to you and your fathers.” 
But you have not paid attention or listened to me. 
l6The descendants of Jonadab son of Recab have 
carried out the command their forefather gave 
them, but these people have not obeyed me.’ 

17"Therefore, this is what the Lorv God Al- 
mighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘Listen! I am going 
to bring on Judah and on everyone living in Jerusa- 
lem every disaster | pronounced against them, 1 
spoke to them, but they did not listen; I called to 
them, but they did not answer.’ ” 

18Then Jeremiah said to the family of the Recab- 
ites, “This is what the Lorp Almighty, the God of 
Israel, says: ‘You have obeyed the command of 
your forefather Jonadab and have followed ail his 
instructions and have done everything he or- 
dered.’ !9Therefore, this is what the Lorp Al- 
mighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘Jonadab son of 
Recab will never fail to have a man to serve me.’ ” 


Jehoiakim Burns Jeremiah’s Scroll 


In the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah 
king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah 
from the Lorp: 2’Take a scroll and write on it all 
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eee ee tape wher the peaple of Judah: hear 

Fe overy disaster Eplan to inflict on them, eae 

i hen will turn from his wieked way) then Twill 
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© their wiekedie 
vied Harneh aon of Neriah, and 
vtodall the words the Lown had 
ho wrote them on the seroll 
mah told Daruel any restricted) 1 
yto the Lowe's temple vou go to the 
b f the Low ona day of fasting and read to 
he people trom the scroll the words of the Loup 
that vou wrote as Edietated, Read them to all the 
of tudah whe come ta from: their towns 
ype they will bring their petition before the 
> andeach will ture from his wieked ways, for 
the anger and wrath pronounced against this 
sple by the Lorp are great.” 
Horuch son of Neriah did everything Jeremiah 
rophet told him todo; atthe Lorp's temple he 
read the words of the Lorp from the seroll, “In the 
vinth month of the fifth year of Jehoiakim son of 
Josiah king of Judah, a time of fasting before the 


hin 
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Lond wae proclaimed for all thu people in lerumee 
Jom aod (howe who had come from the tne of 
Judah. Pron the room of Gemanah eon of 
phan the secretary, Which wae in the upper coupe 
vard al the entrance of the Mev Cate of the temple, 
Harueh read to all the people at the Lames temghe 
the words of Jeremiah (rom the serail, 

When Micalah son of Gemarialy, the son of 
Shaphan, heard all the worde of the Lame trom the 
weroll, he went down to the erelystfe ‘8 TOOT inh 
the royal palace, where all the officials wen 
Wishama the secretary, Delaiah eon of Shemaish, 
Kinathan eon of Acbor, Gemarnah son of Grapher, 
Zedekiah oon of Hananiah, and all the other offi 
claly. After Micaiah told them everything he had 
heard Baruch read to the people from the serait, 
Mall the officials sent Jehudi son of Nethaniah, the 
son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, to say to Bar 
uch, “Bring the scroll from which you have read to 
the people and come,” So Baruch son of Menahr’ 
went to them with the scroll in his hand. ¥ 
sald to him, “Sit down, please, and read it to ws.” 

So Baruch read it to them. When they heard all 
these words, they looked at each other in fear and 
said to Baruch, “We must report all these words to 
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Living Parables 
Jeremiah’s bizarre protests 


You have not paid attention or listened to me.” 35:15 


Oma” the newspaper brings us word of someone’s bizarre protest. Anti-war 
demonstrators pour pigs’ blood on a sidewalk. A young evangelist carries a he: 


avy wooden 


cross trem coast to coast. Monks set themselves on fire. Marchers paint their faces black. Such 
protests leave many people feeling uneasy. We can’t imagine a serious political figure, or a 


pectable pastor, acting that way. 


jeremiah’s life was full of such protests, at the express command of God. He made an ox 


yoke and wore it everywhere until the false prophet Hananiah took it off and broke it in the 
temple one day. (Jeremiah prophesied Hananiah’s death, and within two months he was ) 


leremiah’s point? He wanted to emphasize the yoke of captivity the king of Babylon wou! 


Judah's shoulders. The story is in chapters 27-28. 


put on 


On another occasion (chapter 35) Jeremiah invited a group of well-known people who abstained 
‘rom drinking alcoholic beverages into a room in the temple and offered them wine. They 
refused, and that made another sermon, If they could remember their vows not to drink, then 
why couldn't the people of Judah and Jerusalem remember the words of the living God? 


Nothing Was Too Undignified 


H 


Jeremiah bought a beautiful linen sash and buried it in a hole until it was ruined (chapter 13). 
invited the rulers of Jerusalem on a trip outside the city, and in the midst of a sermon about 


God's anger smashed a pot to smithereens (chapter 19). And in his most famous “enacted 
parable,” Jeremiah bought a farm while the Babylonian army was knocking at Jerusalem's door 


chapter 32). He might as well have been a Jew bu 


ying property at Auschwitz during Werld War ll, 


or all the hope he had of using it. But his action practically demonstrated hope. Someday his 


lamily would farm there again. 


Why such unusual activity? It says less about Jeremiah than it does about the G: 


orders. God would not let go of peo until he had done all in his power to turn them 


around. Nothing was too undignifie 
them, he would keep shouting. 


Life Questions: How does God get through to you? Does he use dramatic means like Jeremiah's or 


quieter methods? 


EE _———— 


So long as he had the slightest hope of breaking through to 


od who gave the 


* 
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the king.” U'Then they asked Baruch, Tell am, 
how did you come te write all this? Did Jeremiah 
clictate 1” 

AwYon, 
words to me 
seroll 

WThen the officials said te Baruch, “You and 
Jeremiah, go and hide. Don't let anyone know 
where you are.” 

After they put the seroll in the room of Elishar 
ma the secretary, they went to the king in the 
courtyard and reported everything to him, The 
king sent Jehudi to get the seroll, and Jehudi 
brought it from the room of Elishama the secretary 
and read it to the king and all the officials standing 
beside him. “It was the ninth month and the king 
was sitting in the winter apartment, with a fire 
burning in the firepot in front of him, 2Whenever 
Jehudi had read three or four columns of the seroll, 
the king cut them off with a scribe's knife and 
threw them into the firepot, until the entire seroll 
was burned in the fire. “4The king and all his atten- 
dants who heard all these words showed no fear, 
nor did they tear their clothes, “Even though El- 
nathan, Delaiah and Gemariah urged the king not 
to burn the scroll, he would not listen to them 
oInstead, the king Commanded Jerahmeel, a son 
of the king, Seraiah son of Azriel and Shelemiah 
son of Abdeel to arrest Baruch the scribe and Jere- 
miah the prophet, But the Lorp had hidden them, 

27 After the king burned the scroll containing the 
words that Baruch had written at Jeremiah’s dicta- 
tion, the word of the Lorp came to Jeremiah: 
28"Take another scroll and write on it all the words 
that were on the first scroll, which Jehoiakim king 
of Judah burned up. 2%Also tell Jehoiakim king of 
Judah, ‘This is what the Lorp says: You burned 
that scroll and said, ““Why did you write on it that 
the king of Babylon would certainly come and de- 
stroy this land and cut off both men and animals 
from it? “Therefore, this is what the Lorp says 
about Jehoiakim king of Judah; He will have no 
one to sit on the throne of David; his body will be 
thrown out and exposed to the heat by day and the 
frost by night. 541 will punish him and his children 
and his attendants for their wickedness; 1 will 
bring on them and those living in Jerusalem and 
the people of Judah every disaster I pronounced 
against them, because they have not listened.’ ” 

32S0 Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to 
the scribe Baruch son of Neriah, and as Jeremiah 
dictated, Baruch wrote on it all the words of the 
scroll that Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in 
the fire. And many similar words were added to 
them. 


Baruch replied, “he dictated all these 
and | weote them in ink on the 


Jeremiah in Prison 
Zedekiah son of Josiah was made king of 
3 Judah by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; 
he reigned in place of Jehoiachin* son of Jehoia- 
kim. ?Neither he nor his attendants nor the people 
of the land paid any attention to the words the 
Loxp had spoken through Jeremiah the prophet. 
3King Zedekiah, however, sent Jehucal son of 


“1 Hebrew Comuh, a variant of Jehoiachin 


"5 Or Chaldewns, also in werses 8, 9, 13 and 14. ai 
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inquire of me, ‘Mharaoh’® A 

marched out to support your er back to ite 
own land, to Egypt. "Then the wih 
return and attack this city; they. wall capture it and 
burn it down,” ’ 


o’'This is what the Loxp says: Do not deceive 
yourselves, thinking, ‘The Babylonians will surely 
leave us.’ They will not! Even if you were to 
defeat the entire Babylonian’ army that i» attack 
ing you and only wounded men were lett in their 
tents, they would come out and burn this <ity: 


down.” 


from Jerusalem because of 
miah started to leave the city 


. 


Babylonians!” ¥ é 
14"That’s not true!” Jeremiah said. “I am not 
would 


\sThen Jeremiah said to King Zedekiah, “What 
crime have | committed against you or your offi- 


or 


that vou have pet ave FY BYR 
vehe prepnaentodl WY 
an well BOL AHR VOE OF 
ond Ure King, plewe 
aon before you! DX) fot 

honatian the secre 


arnet 


street » bakers each day 
ooity was gone, So Jeremiah 


rtyard of the guard. 


sh Theown Into a Cistern 

> son oF Mattan, Gedaliah son of 
38 < son of Shelemiah, and 
r 3 {what Jeremiah was 
we saat, 2° This ts what 
ws ie this city will die 
ague, but whoever goes 
> He will escape 
ve. §And this is what the 
i certainly be handed over 
ot Babylon, who will cap- 


ash Ww 


said to the King, “This man 

He is discouraging the 
are lef this city, as well as all the 
is saying to them, This 
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King Zedekiah an- 
rothing to oppose you.” 
jeremiah and put him into the 
es son, which was in, 
e guard. Thev lowered Jeremiah 
ern; it had no water in it, only 
sank down into the mud. 
jech, a Cushite,« an officialé in 
e, heard that they had put Jeremiah 
While the king was sitting in the 

*Ebed-Melech went out of the pal- 
him, *’My lord the king, these men 
ckedly in all they have done to Jere- 
prophet. They have thrown him into a 
here he will starve to death when there is 
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manded Ebed-Melech the 
ite ake thirty men from here with you and 
h the prophet out of the cistern before 


38:9 Close to Death 


Jeremiah was arrested during the long, final siege 
{ Jerusalem—a time when food became so short 
ome Israelites resorted to cannibalism. imprisoned 
at the bottom of an empty cistern, the prophet 
could easily have starved to death. Interestingly, 
only a foreigner cared enough to go to the king and 
convince him to let Jeremiah out. For this, 
Ebed-Melech received a special message from God 
(39:15-18). 


Hebrew Jucal, a vanant of Jehucal 


Ora eunuch 23 Or and you will cause this city to 
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Zedekiah Questions Jeremiah Again 

Uther King Zedekiah sent for jeremiah the 
prophet and had hin brought te the third entrance, 
to the temple of the Lown, “Lan poing 10 ak you 
something, the king said to Jeremiah, “De nat 
hide anything from me” 

‘Jeremiah sald to Zedekiah, “I 1 give an 
answer, will you not kill me? Hven if ldid give you 
counsel, you would not listen to me” 

JoBut King Zedekiah swore this oath secretly to 
Jeremiah: "As surely as the Lon lives, who has 
given us breath, | will neither kill you nor hand 
you over to those who are seeking your life,” 

!Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “This is what 
the Lorp God Almighty, the God of Israel, at 
you surrender to the officers of the king of Babe 
ylon, your life will be spared and this city will not 
be burned down; you and your family will live, 
IsBut if you will not surrender to the officers of the 
king of Babylon, this city will be handed over to 
the Babylonians and they will burn it down; you 
yourself will not escape from their hands.” ~ 

WKing Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “1 am afraid 
of the Jews who have gone over to the Babylo- 
mans, for the Babylonians may hand me over to— 
them and they will mistreat me.” é 

20"They will not hand you over,” Jeremiah re- 
plied. “Obey the Lorp by doing what I tell you. 
Then it will go well-with you, and your life will be 
spared. 2!But if you refuse to surrender, this is 
what the Lorp has revealed to me: #All the 
women left in the palace of the king of Judah will 
be brought out to the officials of the king of Bab- 
ylon, Those women will say to you: 


“They misled you and overcame you— 
those trusted friends of yours. 

Your feet are sunk in the mud; 
your friends have deserted you.” b 


“All your wives and children will be brought 
out to the Babylonians. You yourself will not es- 
cape from their hands but will be captured by the 
king of Babylon; and this city wille be burned 
down.” 4 

*4Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Do not let 
anyone know about this conversation, or you may 
die. 25If the officials hear that | talked with you, 
and they come to you and say, ‘Tell us what you 
said to the king and what the king said to you; do 
not hide it from us or we will kill you,’ 2¢then tell 
them, ‘I was pleading with the king not to send me 
back to Jonathan's house todie there.’ 


?7All the officials did come to Jeremiah and ques- 
©? Probably from the upper Nile region 


< 


4 


TEREMIAM 38:28 


ton him and he told them evervthing the king 
haat ordered him to say. So they said no more to 
him. fae no one had heard his conversation with 
the hing 

And Jeremiah remained in the courtyard of the 
guard until the tay Jerusalem was captured 
The Fall of Jerusalem 
3 This is how Jerusalem was taken) Hn the 
Pe ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the 
tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
marched against Jerusalem with his whole army 
and laid siege to it, 2And on the ninth day of the 
fourth month of Zedekiah’s eleventh year, the city 
wall was broken through. ‘Then all the officials of 
the King of Babylon came and took seats in the 
Middle Gate: Nergal-Sharezer of Samgar, Nebo- 
Sarsekumy a chiet officer, Nergal-Sharezer a high 
official and all the other officials of the king of 
Babylon. ‘When Zedekiah king of Judah and all 
the soldiers saw them, they fled: they left the city 
at night by way of the king's garden, through the 
gate between the two walls, arid headed toward 
the Arabah.? 

SBut the Babylonian® army pursued them and 
overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho, They 
captured him and took him to Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon at Riblah in the land of Hamath, 
where he pronounced sentence on him. *There at 
Riblah the king of Babylon slaughtered the sons of 
Zedekiah betore his eyes and also killed all the 
nobles of Judah. “Then he put out Zedekiah’s eyes 
and bound him with bronze shackles to take him to 
Babylon 

sThe Babylonians set fire to the royal palace 

and the houses of the people and broke down the 
walls of Jerusalem. °Nebuzaradan commander of 
the impenal guard carried into exile to Babylon the 
people who remained in the city, along with those 
who had gone over to him, and the rest of the 
people. !0But Nebuzaradan the commander of the 
guard left behind in the land of Judah some of the 
poor people, who owned nothing; and at that time 
he gave them vineyards and fields. 

\INow Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had 
given these orders about Jeremiah through Nebu- 
zaradan commander of the imperial guard: 
"Take him and look after him; don’t harm him 
but do for him whatever he asks.” !3So Nebuzar- 
adan the commander of the guard, Nebushazbana 
chief officer, Nergal-Sharezer a high official and all 
the other officers of the king of Babylon !sent and 
had Jeremiah taken out of the courtyard of the 
guard. They turned him over to Gedaliah son of 
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, to take him back to 
his home. So he remained among his own people. 

iSWhile Jeremiah had been confined in the 
courtyard of the guard, the word of the Lorp came 
to him: !6Go and tell Ebed-Melech the Cushite, 
This is what the Lorp Almighty, the God of Israel, 
says: | am about to fulfill my words against this city 
through disaster, not prosperity At that time they 
will be fulfilled before your eyes. !7But I will rescue 
you on that day, declares the Loxp; you will not be 


+3 Or Nenpal Sherearr, Sampar-Nebo, Sarsetim 
answered 4 Hebrew jesarach. a vanant of jaazandah 


M Or the jordan Walley 
49 Or Chaldeans, also in werse 10 


handed over to those you fear, 
you will not fall by the sword but) 
a because you trust in me, | 


Jeremiah Freed y s 


this place. 3And now the 
about: he has done just as he said he would. All 
this happened because you people sinned against 
the Lorp and did not obey him. #But today | am. 
freeing you from the chains on your wrists. Come 
with me to Babylon, if you like, and | will look after 
you; but if you do not want to, then don’t come. 
Look, the whole country lies 
wherever you please.” SHowever, before Jeremiah 
turned to go,¢ Nebuzaradan added, “Go back to 
Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son 
whom the king of Babylon has appointed over the 
towns of Judah, and live with him among the 
people, or go anywhere else you please.” 

Then the commander gave him j 
present and let him go. *50 Jeremiah went to Geda- 
liah son of Ahikam at Mizpah and stayed with him 
among the people who were left behind in the 
land. 


charge of the men, women and children who were 
the poorest in the land and who had not been 
carried into exile to Babylon, *they came to Geda- 
liah at Mizpah—Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Joha- 
nan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah, Seraiah son 
of Tanhumeth, the sons of Ephai the Netopha- 
thite, and Jaazaniah/ the son of the Maacathite, 
and their men. %Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son 
of Shaphan, took an oath to reassure them and 
their men. “Do not be afraid to serve the Babylo- 
nians,s” he said. “Settle down in the land and 
serve the king of Babylon, and it will go well with 


you. 10] myself will stay at Mizpah to represent you 
before the Babylonians who come to us, but you 
are to harvest the wine, summer and oil, and 
put them in your storage jars, and live in the towns 
you have taken over.” 


MWhen all the Jews in Moab, 
and all the other countries heard that the king of 
Babylon had left a remnant in Judah and had ap- 
pointed Gadalish son of Abia, Sos SeRaaaa 
phan, as governor over them, “they all came’ 
to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah at Mizpah, from 
all the countries where they had been scattered. 


<5 Or Chaldean 48 Or Chahdeums > #5 Or jeremiah 
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And they harvested an abundance of wine and 


ba gt Kareah and all the army offi- 
HJohanan son ven country came £0 ‘Gedaliah at 
fand said to him, “Don’t you know that 
: Ammonites has sent Ishmael son 
i yhaniah to take YOUF life?” But Gedaliah son 
if Ahikam did not believe them 
Then Johanan son of Kareah said privately to 
edaliah in Mizpah “Let me go and kill Ishmael 
ean of Nethaniah, and no one will know it. Why 
ake your life and cause all the Jews who 
sre gathered around you to be scattered and the 
are mint of Judah to perish?” 
isBut Gedaliah son of Ahikam said to Johanan 
son of Kareah “Don’t do such a thing! What you 
are saying about Ishmael is not true.” 

, In the seventh month Ishmael son of Netha- 
4 niah, the son of Elishama, who was of royal 
ad been one of the king's officers, came 
» men to Gedaliah son of Ahikam at Miz- 
While they were eating together there, 2Ish- 
ae son of Nethaniah and the ten men who were 

with him got up and struck down Gedaliah son of 

Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, with the sword, kill- 
ing the one whom the king of Babylon had ap- 
pointed as governor over the land. ‘Ishmael also 
Lilled all the Jews who were with Gedaliah at Miz- 
pah, as well as the Babylonian soldiers who were 
there 

‘The day after Gedaliah’s assassination, before 
anyone knew about it, Seighty men who had 
ed off their beards, torn their clothes and cut 
es came from Shechem, Shiloh and Sa- 

ging grain offerings and incense with 
the house of the Lorp. Ishmael son of 
aniah went out from Mizpah to meet them, 
weeping as he went. When he met them, he said, 
me to Gedaliah son of Ahikam.” 7When they 
vent into the city, Ishmael son of Nethaniah and 


h ai 


ing of the 


sh 


hem tt 


the men who were with him slaughtered them and 
threw t nto a cistern. SBut ten of them said to 
Ishmael, “Don’t kill ust We have wheat and barley, 

il and honey, hidden in a field.” So he let them 


alone and did not kill them with the others. ‘Now 
the cistern where he threw all the bodies of the 
men he had killed along with Gedaliah was the one 
King Asa had made as part of his defense against 
Baasha king of Israel. Ishmael son of Nethaniah 
filled it the dead 
\[shmael made captives of all the rest of the 
people who were in Mizpah—the king’s daughters 


—_$—_ TT 


40:12 False Hopes 

The Babylonians, once they had captured rebel 
Jerusalem, left some of the common people behind 
under a governor. When other Jews scattered in 
the region heard news of this, they came home and 
gathered an excellent harvest— undoubtedly from 
fields the exiles had left behind. But even this small 
nucleus of jews was to be scattered—this time due 
to local political in-fighting. 
———_—————— LT 
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JEREMIAH 42:11 
along with all the others who were left there, over 
whom Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial 
guard had appuinted Gedaliah son of Ahikam. 
Ishmael son of 
set out to cross over to the Ammonites. a 

1iWhen Johanan son of Kareah and all the army “ 
officers who were with him heard about all the 
crimes Ishmael son of Nethaniah had committed, 
Uthey took all their men and went to fight Ishmael 
son of Nethaniah. They cau; 
the great pool in Gibeon. * 
Ishmael had with him saw Johanan son of 
and the army officers who were with him, they 
were glad. !4All the people Ishmael had taken cap- 
tive at Mizpah turned and went over to Johanan 
son of Kareah. 15But Ishmael son of Nethaniah and 
eight of his men escaped from Johanan and fled to 
the Ammonites. . 


Flight to Egypt 

16Then Johanan son of Kareah and all the 
officers who were with him led away all the ; 
vors from Mizpah whom he had 0 
Ishmael son of Nethaniah after he had i 


children and court officials he had brought from 
Gibeon. 17And they went on, stopping at Geruth 
Kimham near Bethlehem on their way to Egypt 


Gedaliah son of Ahikam, whom the king of Bab- 
ylon had appointed as governor over the land. 
42 Then all the army officers, including Joha- 

Kareah and jah son of 


only a few are left. 3Pray that the Lorp your God 
will tell us where we should go and what we 
should do.” 

41 have heard you,” replied Jeremiah the - 
prophet. “'I will certainly pray to the Lorp your 
God as you have requested; I will tell you every- 
thing the Lorp says and will keep nothing back 


(1 Hebrew; Septuagint (see also 43:2) Azariah 
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JEREMIAH 42:02 
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we orescape the disaster Lill bring: 
< is What the Loro Almighty, the 
As my anger and wrath have 

+ those who lived in Jerusalem, 
se poured out on you when you 

You will be an object of cursing and 
and reproach; you will 


h. the Loro has told you, 
e sure of this: warn you 
» a fatal mistake’ when you 
yep your God and said, “Pray to 
rus; tell us everything he says 
2) have told you today, but you 
he Loxv your God in all he 
you. 2So now, be sure of this: You 
© sword, famine and plague in the 
° 42 Want to go to settle.” 
4 3 When Jeremiah finished telling the people 
words of the Lorv their God—every- 
him to tell them— 2Aza- 
Johanan son of Kareah 
men said to Jeremiah, “You 
our God has not sent you to 
u go to Egypt to settle there." 5But 
of Neriah is inciting you against us to 
over to the Babylonians,* so they may kill 
exile to Babylon.” 
son of Kareah and all the army 
officers and all the people disobeyed the Lorp's 


—_$____—————— 


43:3 Closed Minds 

Jeremiah was kidnapped by the few Israelites 
remaining in Jerusalem. Fearful that the 
Babylonians would blame them for the governor’s 
murder, they took Jeremiah with them as they 
headed for Egypt. They stopped near Bethlehem to 
ask Jeremiah if they were doing the right thing. 
When he told them God wanted them to go back, 
they called him a liar. Jeremiah was disbelieved 
from the beginning to the end of his ministry— 
even by those who had seen some of his 
predictions come true. 


#20 Or you erred im your hearts 
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away all the men, women and children. 
King’s daughters whor 1 
ot ane imperial guard had left with Gedaliah won of 
‘Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and. Jeremiah the 
prophet and Baruch son of Neriah, 750 Be ene 
tored Egypt in disobedience to the Loxp went 
as tar as Tahpanhes, : Jinn 

sin Tahpanhes the word of the Lox» came to 
Jeremiah; "While the Jews are watehing, take 
some large stones with you and bury them in clay 
in the brick pavement at the entrance to Pharaoh's 
palace in Tahpanhes, ‘Then say to them, ‘This | 
What the Loxb Almighty, the God of Israel, says: 
will send for my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of — 
Babylon, and [ will set his throne over these ston 
Thave buried here; he will spread his royal canopy 
above them, "He will come and attack eel? 
bringing death to those destined for death, ca) \- 
ty to those destined for captivity, and the sword to 
those destined for the sword, Hee will set fire to 
the temples of the gods of Egypt; he will burn their 
temples and take their gods captive. Asashepherd 
wraps his garment around him, 50 will he wrap 
Egypt around himself and depart from there un- 
seathed. There in the temple of the sun? in Egypt 
he will demolish the sacred pillars and will burn 
down the temples of the gods of Egypt.’ " 


Disaster Because of Idolatry 


4 4 This word came to Jeremiah concerning all 
the Jews living in Lower Egypt—in Migdol, 
Tahpanhes and Memphise—and in Upper 
Egypt’: 2"This is what the Lorp Almighty, 
God of Israel, says: You saw the great 1 
brought on Jerusalem and on all the towns of 
Judah. Today they lie deserted and in ruins 3b 
cause of the evil they have done, They provokéd 
me to anger by burning incense and by worshiping. 
other gods that neither they nor you nor your 
fathers ever knew. 4Again and again I sent my 
servants the prophets, who said, ‘Do not do this 
detestable thing that I hate!’ 5But they did not lis- 
ten or pay attention; they did not turn from their 
wickedness or stop burning incense to other gods. 
Therefore, my fierce anger was poured out; it 
raged against the towns of Judah and the streets of 
Jerusalem and made them the desolate ruins they 
are today. deer 
7"Now this is what the Lorp God Almighty, the 
God of Israel, says: Why bring such great disaster _ 
on yourselves by cutting off from Judah the men 
and women, the children and infants, and so leave 
yourselves without a remnant? 8Why provoke me 
to anger with what your hands have made, burn- 
ing incense to other gods in Egypt, where you 
have come to live? You will destroy yourselves and 
make yourselves an object of cursing and reproach 
among all the nations on earth. Have you forgot- 
ten the wickedness committed by your fathers and 


#13 Or in Heliopolis 


1 Hebrew Noph 1 Hebrew in 


by the kings and queens of Judah and the wicked- 
ness committed by you and your wives in the land 
of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem? !To this day 


er 
decrees I set before you and your fathers. 


‘Therefore, this is what the Lorp Almighty, 
the God of Israel, says: | am determined to bring, 
jjsaster on you and to destroy all Judah. '2f will 
take away the remnant of Judah who were deter- 
mined to go to Egypt to settle there. They will all 
perish in Egypls they will fall by the sword or die 
from famine, From the least to the greatest, they 
will die by sword OF famine. They will become an 
object of cursing and horror, of condemnation and 
reproach. BI will punish those who live in Egypt 
with the sword, famine and plague, as! punished 
Jerusalem. None ot the remnant of Judah who 
have gone to live in Egypt will escape or survive to 
return to the land of Judah, to which they long to 
return and live; none will return except a few fugi- 


tives 

Then all the men who knew that their wives 
were burning incense to other gods, along with all 
the women who were present—a large assembly— 


people living in Lower and Upper 
Egypte o Jeremiah, 16“We will not listen to 
the message you have spoken to us in the name of 
the Loo! 7We will certainly do everything we 
said we would: We will burn incense to the Queen 
of Heaven and will pour out drink offerings to her 
just as we and our fathers, our kings and our offi- 
cials did in the towns of Judah and in the streets of 
Jerusalem. At that time we had plenty of food and 
were well off and suffered no harm, }*But ever 
since we stopped burning incense to the Queen of 
Heaven and pouring out drink offerings to her, we 
have had nothing and have been perishing by 
ord and famine.” 

The women added, “When we burned incense 
to the Queen of Heaven and poured out drink 
offerings te her, did not our husbands know that 
we were making cakes like her image and pouring 
out drink offerings to her?” 

Then Jeremiah said to all the people, both men 
and women, who were answering him, 21”Did not > 
the Lorp remember and think about the incense 94 wes Gh . 
burned in the towns of Judah and the streets of 2Concerning Egypt: pape, ss 
Jerusalem by you and your fathers, your kings pps he 

your officials and the people of the land? 2When 4 : 
the Lorp could no longer endure your wicked ac- 

tions and the detestable things you did, your land 
became an object of cursing and a desolate waste 
without inhabitants, as it is today. >Because you 
have burned incense and have sinned against the 
Lorp and have not obeyed him or followed his law 
or his decrees or his stipulations, this disaster has 
come upon you, as you now see.” 

2sThen Jeremiah said to all the people, including 
the women, “Hear the word of the Lorp, all you 
people of Judah in Egypt. >This is what the Lorp 
Almighty, the God of Israel, says: You and your 
wives have shown by your actions what you prom- 
ised when you said, ‘We will certainly carry out the 
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JEREMIAH 46:6 2 
they are retreating, een _ For the ea the Lorp Almighty, offer 
iT feated. 7 
They fice in haste in the land of the north by the River 
without looking back, “oa Euphrates. ~ 
and there is terror on every side, 11“Go up to Gilead and get balm, 
declares the Lorp- 0 Virgin Daughteriof Eaypt 
6"The swift cannot flee Batyou enultiply remedies in ae 
nor the strong escape. Resi no ea ie 
In the north by the River Euphrates i Salons ‘will hear of your shame: 


your cries will fill the earth. 


they stumble and fall. 
One warrior will stumble over another; 


7’Who is this that rises like the Nile, er 
like rivers of surging waters? both will fall down together. 
8Egypt rises like the Nile, 13This is the message the Lorp spoke to Jere- 
like rivers of surging waters. miah the prophet about the coming of Nebu- 
She says, ‘I will rise and cover the earth; chadnezzar king of Babylon to attack Egypt: 
I will destroy cities and their people.” . ay 
9Charge, O horses! 14Announce this in Egypt, and proclaim it in 
Drive furiously, O charioteers! Migdol; 
March on, O warriors— proclaim it also in Memphis? and 
men of Cush¢ and Put who carry shields, Tahpanhes: 
‘Take your positions and get ready, 


men of Lydia who draw the bow, 


l0But that day belongs to the Lord, the Lorp for the sword devours those around you.” 


15Why will your warriors be laid low? 


Almighty— - 
a day of vengeance, for vengeance on his They cannot stand, for the LorD will push 
foes. them down. 
The sword will devour till it is satisfied, lsThey will stumble repeatedly; 


till it has quenched its thirst with blood. they will fall over each other. 


“9 That is, the upper Nile region +14 Hebrew Noph; also in verse 19 

| INSIGHT ¥ 
World at War 

While nations battie, God is in control 


“The sword will devour till it is satisfied, till it has quenched its thirst with blood.” 46:10 


Pix up the newspaper, Scenes from around the world are displayed on the front page. In the 
Middle East, a bomb explodes and a building collapses. Bodies lie in the gutter. Women howl 
with anguish over their dead, 

Then you are in Africa. Revolutionaries, rifles brandished over their heads, march through 
captiradaireaa} In a European capital, rescuers rush to a burning restaurant and carry out on 
stretchers the moaning victims of a terrorist attack. Next, in Asia, starving children grimace at you, 
too far gone to beg for food. The world is whirling out of control. Your mind cannot take it in; 


one disaster muddles with another. 


God Is in Control 
In chapters 46 to 50, Jeremiah gives a similar portrait of the world. We flash by imagination from 


one country to the next. We smell the rotting bodies; we hear the exultant cries of conquerors. 
Jeremiah shows, in vivid color, a world as frightening as ours. 

But there is a difference. The news leaves us with a dizzy feeling that chaos reigns. But 
Jeremiah’s vision shows, paradoxically, that God is in control., Through these disasters God 
punishes those who have opposed his will. As Israel’s neighbors are destroyed, exiled Jews are 
eee to return to their land. History is not just “one thing after another.” God gives it a sense of 

irection. 

Jeremiah delivered his longest and most biting miewee to Babylon, Judah's conqueror, Their 
sheer arrogance, their assumption that they could do whatever they liked, drew God's fury. To a 
Hee degree, Cue COMES followed the same pattern. God did not judge them by its lear, 

cause they never knew it. He judged them for their pride. Thi have shown humility 
before God. a :: or Nae a 
Life Questions: Can you discern any pattern or purpose to the violence in the world today? 


———— 


“25 Hebrew No 
2 The nasne of the Moabite town Madmen sounds like the Hebrew for be silenced. 
46 Or like Aroer 


ough it be. 
numerous than locusts, 
ot be counted 
Daughter of Egypt will be put to 
shame. 
nanded over to the people of the north.” 


The Lorp Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “I 
am about to bring punishment on Amon god of 
haraoh, on Egypt and her gods and 

er kings, and on those who rely on Pharaoh. 261 
will hand them over to those who seek their lives, 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and his offi- 
ers. Later, however, Egypt will be inhabited as in 
declares the Lorp. 


Thebes 


mes past 


2>*Do not fear, O Jacob my servant; 
do not be dismayed, O Israel. 
I will surely save you out of a distant place, 
your descendants from the land of their 
exile 
Jacob will again have peace and security, 
and no one will make him afraid. 
*Do not fear, O Jacob my servant, 
for | am with you,” declares the Lorp. 
Though I completely destroy all the nations 
among which I scatter you, 
I will not completely destroy you. 
I will discipline you but only with justice; 
I will not let you go entirely unpunished.” 


*4 Thatis, Crete 1 Or/ Misgab 


Rss” 
on JEREMIAH a8 
Soy with way GOL MUS RSE Us ae ek i A Meneage About the Philistines 
. co PRS ATE OME EVAR Hates, 
ort oy (ye sweorst OF the Opp rear 47 Ip pent ay he to 
rey WHE NORA 
awh Ring of Eavpt & anty a loud ives betore Phamoh attacked sa , 
WUE Vite te what the Lowe gaye! 
as dessert Nes opp Ort See how (he waters ane rising in the north) 
they will become an OWerflow lig Loren 
ety as Thive, ” declares the King. os n 
wane Nana We LSC They wil oF orflow the land and everything ii, 
© voll come who is tike Tabor among (he the towns and those who live in them, 
Rea er The people will cry out) 
pire ertiodbaynioser = 65 ‘atl who atwel it the tana wil wall 
SR Aut the sound oF the hoofs of galloping steeds, 
revahie Wan ba RESTON at the nove of enemy chariots 
ay ina witout eed and the ramble of thelr wheels, 
are Wee Bry CURIS ECON INN OReaR Pathers will not turn t help their ehildveny 
2 is a Deautiful heifer e their hanes will hang limp, 
1 gadfly is coming Ror the day has come 
ast her fram the north, to destroy all the Philistines “ 
sreenanies in her ranks and to cutoff all survivors 
are like dateneAicarons who could help Tyre and Sidon, 
rahe : The Lox is about to destroy the Philistines, 
hey too will turn and flee together, f Caphtor,? 
y will not stand their ground. the remnant from hich ya ol nh tor 
© day of disaster is coming upon TS ere in Tourning? 
them. ". 
the time for them to be punished. °o renin on ne gt feted? , 
© Il hiss like a fleeing serpent ow long will you cut you 
as emy advances in force; 6” “Ah, sword of the Lorn,’ you ery,, 
ey will come against her with axes, ‘how long till you rest? 
nm who cut down trees. Return to your seabbard; 
chop down her forest,” cease and be still.’ ” 
declares the Lorp, 7But how can it rest 


when the Lorb has commanded it, 
when he has ordered it 
to attack Ashkelon and the coast?” 


A Message About Moab 


48 Concerning Moab: \ 


This is what the Lor Almighty, the God of 


Israel, says: 

“Woe to Nebo, for it will be ruined. 
Kiriathaim will be disgraced and captured; 
the stronghold¢ will be disgraced and 

shattered. 

2Moab will be praised no more; . 
in Heshboné men will plot her downfall: 


‘Come, let us put an end to that nation,’ 


You too, O Madmen, will be silenced; 
the sword will pursue you. 

3Listen to the cries from Horonaim, 
cries of great havoc and destruction. 

4Moab will be broken; 
her little ones will cry out.f 

5They. go up the way to Luhith, 
weeping bitterly as they go; 

on the road down to Horonaim 
anguished cries over the destruction are 

heard. 

6Flee! Run for your lives; 

become like a bushs in the desert. 


42 The Hebrew for Heshbon sounds like the Hebrew for plot, 


14 Hebrew; Septuagint / proclaim it to Zoar 


ey 


JEREMIAH 4&0 684 
aee you tevest Ee your deeds and rehes, 
Yow a) WHE DO Taken captive 
dont Chomesh will go ito exile 
jogethor with hes priests and officials 
Tre dexteower Will come against every Clown, 
anette town will escape 
Tre vattey will be runved 
amd the plateau destroyed 
teomase the Logn has spoken 
Pt salt on Moab, 
for sive will be Hard wastes, 
ber towns will beconte desolate 
w one to tive in theny 


>A curse on him who is lax in doing the LorD's 


work! 
oon hum who keeps his sword fron 


bloodshed! 


been at rest from youth, 
et on its dregs, 
rom one jar to another— 
s rot gore into exile 
S she tastes as she did 
<i her aroma is unchanged 
VS are coming 
res the Loro, 
{ will send men who pour from jars, 
ey will pour her out; 
they will empty her jars 
and smash her jugs. 
*Then Moab will be ashamed of Chemosh, 
the house of Israel was ashamed 
they trusted in Bethel 


Moab has 


y can you say, ‘We are warriors, 
r valiant in battle’? 
SMoab will be destroyed and her towns 
invaded, 
her finest young men will go down in the 
slaughter,” 
declares the King, whose name is the Lorp 
Almighty 
of Moab is at hand; 
t amity will come quickly. 
"Mourn for her, all who live around her, 
all who know her fame; 
say, ‘How broken is the mighty scepter, 
how broken the glorious staff!’ 


18"Come down from your glory 
and sit on the parched ground, 
O inhabitants of the Daughter of Dibon, 
for he who destroys Moab 
will come up against you 


_—_—_—_—_—_————— 
48:7 An Exiled God 

The gods of the Middle East tended to occupy a 
certain territory—thus each city had its own god. 
Chemosh, the chief god of Moab, was worshiped 


and ruin your fortified cities, 
WStand by the road and watch, =~ 
you who live tn Aroer, w 
Ask the man fleeing and the woman escaping, 
ask them, ‘What has happened?’ : 
20Moab is disgraced, for she is shattered. 
Wail and ery out! ' 
Announce by the Arnon 
that Moab is destroyed, ' 
2Judgment has come to the plateau 
to Holon, Jahzah and Mephaath, 
2 to Dibon, Nebo and Beth Diblathaim, 
2) to Kiriathaim, Beth Gamul and Beth Meon, 
4 to Kerioth and Bozrah— reel 
to all the towns of Moab, far and near. 
28Moab’s horn! is cut off; 
her arm is broken,” 


wn 


declares the Lorp. 


26"Make her drunk, 
for she has defied the Lorn, 
Let Moab wallow in her vomit; 
let her be an object of ridicule. 
27Was not Israel the object of your ridicule? 
Was she caught among thieves, — 
that you shake your head in scorn” [ 
whenever you speak of her? 
28Abandon your towns and dwell among the 
rocks, j 
you who live in Moab. 
Be like a dove that makes its nest 
at the mouth of a cave. 


29We have heard of Moab’s pride— 
her overweening pride and conceit, 
her pride and arrogance ~“ 
and the haughtiness of her heart. ( 
40] know her insolence but it is futile,” 4 
declares the Lorp, y 
“and her boasts accomplish nothing. 
31Therefore | wail over Moab, 
for all Moab | cry out, 
I moan for the men of Kir Hareseth. 
321 weep for you, as Jazer weeps, 
O vines of Sibmah. 
Your branches spread as far as the sea; 
they reached as far as the sea of Jazer, 
The destroyer has fallen : 
on your ripened fruit and grapes. 
BJoy and gladness are gone 
from the orchards and fields of Moab. 
I have stopped the flow of wine from the 
presses; h 
no one treads them with shouts of joy. 
Although there are shouts, 
they are not shouts of joy. 


34”The sound of their cry rises 
from Heshbon to Elealeh and Jahaz, 
from Zoar as far as Horonaim and Egla' 


through child sacrifice (2 Kings 3:27). Here Shelishiyah, . 

Jeremiah predicts that not only would the Moabites for even the waters of Nimrim are up. 
g0 into exile—their god would too. These gods 35In Moab I will put an end 

were powerless before the God of Israel. to those who make offerings on the high 
— ee places "9 

£3 Or Give wings to Moab, /for she will fly away #25 Horn here symbolizes strength. . , 


. 
crane incense to thelr gods,” 
declares the Lord 
jy hewet laments for Moab like a Rute; 
amvents Ake a flute for the men of Kir 
Hareseth 
ne wealth they acquired fs gone 
y head ts shaved 
every beard cut off; 
nd is slashed 
ry waist is covered with sackcloth, 
«roots in Moab 
an the public squares 
nothing but mourning, 
have broken Moab 
jar that no one wants, 
declares the Lorn. 
w shattered she is! How they wail! 
yw Moab turns her back in shame! 
sas became an odject of ridicule, 
¢ horror to all those around her,” 


Me 


he LORD says; 


gle is swooping down, 

2 its wings over Moab. 

will be captured 

the strongholds taken. 

day the hearts of Moab's warriors 
like the heart of a woman in labor, 
will be destroyed as a nation 

se she defied the Lorp. 

d pit and snare await you, 

le of Moab 


declares the Lorp. 
flees from the terror 
> a pit 
bs out of the pit 
ght in a snare; 
: upon Moab 
the vear ot her punishment,” 

declares the Lorp 


n the shadow of Heshbon 

C and helpless, 
Heshbon. 
t of Sihon, 
of Moab, 
sy boasters. 


ple of Chemosh are destroyed; 
ns are taken into exile 
d your daughters into captivity. 


| will restore the fortunes of Moab 
n days to come,” 
declares the Lorp. 


Here ends the judgment on Moab. 

A Message About Ammon 
9 
Has Israel no sons? 
Has she no heirs? 


Why then has Molech? taken possession of 
Gad? 


“41 Or The cites 


Concerning the Ammonites: 


This is what the Lorp says: 


*1 Or their king; Hebrew malcam:; also in verse 3 


JEREMIAH 49:14 


Why do his people live in ite towns? 
aut the days are coming,” 

declares the LORD, 
“when [will sound the battle ery 

against Rabbah of the Ammonites; 
it will become a mound of ruins, 

arid its surrounding villages will be set on — 


> 
i, 
wey. 


fire, 
Then Israel will drive out 5 ok 
those who drove her out,” 
says the Lonp. 


Wail, O Heshbon, for Ai is destroyed! ; 
Cry out, O inhabitants of Rabbah! 
Put on sackcloth and mourn; 
rush here and there inside the walls, 
for Molech will go into exile, 
together with his priests and officials, 
4Why do you boast of your valleys, 
boast of your valleys so fruitful? 
O unfaithful daughter, 
you trust in your riches and say, 
‘Who will attack me?” 
SI will bring terror on you 
from all those around you,” 
declares the Lord, the Loxp Almighty. 
“Every one of you will be driven away, 
and no one will gather the fugitives. 


6Yet afterward, I will restore the fortunes of 
the Ammonites,” 


o 


declares the Lorp. 


A Message About Edom 

7Concerning Edom: i 

This is what the Lorp Almighty says: 

“Js there no longer wisdom in Teman? 
Has counsel perished from the prudent? 
Has their wisdom decayed? 

8Turn and flee, hide in deep caves, A 
you who live in Dedan, 

for I will bring disaster on Esau 
at the time | punish him, 

°If grape pickers came to you, 
would they not leave a few grapes? 
If thieves came during the night, 
would they not steal only as much as they — 
wanted? 
10But I will strip Esau bare; 
I will uncover his hiding places, 
so that he cannot conceal himself. j 
His children, relatives and neighbors will 
perish, 5 
and he will be no more. f 
ULeave your orphans; I will protect their lives. 
Your widows too can trust in me.” 


% 


l2This is what the Lorp says: “If those who do 
not deserve to drink the cup must drink it, why 
should you go unpunished? You will not go un- 
punished, but must drink it. 131 swear by myself,” 
declares the Lorp, “that Bozrah will become a ruin 
and an object of horror, of reproach and of cursing; 
and all its towns will be in ruins forever."” 


41 have heard a message fromthe Lorp: 


' oat 


JEREMIAH 49:15 


An envoy was sent to the nations to say, 
“Assemble yourselves to attack it! 
Rise up for battle!” 


15“Now I will make you small among the 
nations, 
despised among men. 
\6The terror you inspire 
and the pride of your heart have deceived 
you, 
you who live in the clefts of the rocks, 
who occupy the heights of the hill. 
Though you build your nest as high as the 
eagle's, 
from there I will bring you down,” 
declares the Lorp_ 
17"Edom will become an object of horror; 
all who pass by will be appalled and will 
scoff 
because of all its wounds. 
18As Sodom and Gomorrah were overthrown, 
along with their neighboring towns,” 
J says the Lorp, 
“so no one will live there; 
no man will dwell in it. 


1S“Like a lion coming up from Jordan's thickets 
to a rich pastureland, 
I will chase Edom from its land in an instant. 
Who is the chosen one | will appoint for 
this? 
Who is like me and who can challenge me? 
And what shepherd can stand against me?” 
Therefore, hear what the Lorp has planned 
against Edom, 
what he has purposed against those who live 
in Teman: 
The young of the flock will be dragged away; 
he will completely destroy their pasture 
because of them. 
21At the sound of their fall the earth will tremble; 
their cry will resound to the Red Sea. 
Look! An eagle will soar and swoop down, 
spreading its wings over Bozrah. 
In that day the hearts of Edom’s warriors 
will be like the heart of a woman in labor. 


A Message About Damascus 
3Concerning Damascus: 


Hamath and Arpad are dismayed. 
for they have heard bad news. 
They are disheartened, 
troubled like? the restless sea. 
Damascus has become feeble, 
she has turned to flee 
and panic has gripped her, 
anguish and pain have seized her, 
pain like that of a woman in labor. 
3Why has the city of renown not been 
abandoned, 
the town in which I delight? 
Surely, her young men will fall in the streets; 
all her soldiers will be silenced in that day,” 
declares the Lorp Almighty. 
2“ will set fire to the walls of Damascus; 


421 Hebeew Yew Sagi: that it, Sea of Reeds 


223 Hebrew on aby 


. IS oa a 


_A Message About Kedar and Hazor 
Concerning Kedar and the kingdoms of 

Bie which Netuuclandeastoat Sine aera 

tacked: . 
This is what the Lop says an 


“Arise, and attack Kedar ‘So 
and destroy the people of the East 
2Their tents and their flocks will be taken; 
their shelters will be carried off = - 
with all their goods and camels. 
Men will shout to them, 


he has devised a pian against you. 
31” Arise and attack a nation at ease, 
which lives in confidence,” 
declares the Lor, — 
“a nation that has neither gates nor bars; 
its people live alone. 
Their camels will become plunder, — 
and their large herds will be booty. 
I will scatter to the winds those who are in 
distant places 
and will bring disaster on them from every 
side,” 


deciares the Loan. 
33"Hazor will become a haunt of jackals, 
a desolate place forever- 
No one will live there; 
no man will dwell in it.” 
A Message About Elam 


“This is the word of the Logp that came to 
Jeremiah the 


SThis is what the Lorp Almighty says: 
“See, | will break the bow of Blam, 
the mainstay of their might. 
31 will bring against Elam the four winds 
from the four quarters of the heavens; 
I will scatter them to the four winds, 
and there will not be a.nation 
where Elam’s exiles do not go. 
1 will shatter Elam before their foes, 
before those who seek their lives; 
I will bring disaster upon them, 


even my fierce anger,” 
declares the Loan. 
“Twill pursue them with the sword k 
until I have made an end of thes. 


"Yet | will restore the fortunes of Elam 
SRD Or whe cp the har ty Ger lorena 


687 


JEREMIAH 90:23 


wee al Lanes aieanameae, sees, 


fy dave We come, 
declares the Lowy 


\ Atesnage About Babylon 
Thin i the word the Lowe apoke through 
50) remiah the prophet concerning Babylon 
vi the lanehot the Habyloniane 


Announce andl proclaiin among the nations, 
Hitup a Danner and prochain iy 
hoop nothing back, but say, 

Habylon will be captured) 
Hel will be put to alame, 
Marcluk filled with terror 

Hor images Will be put to shame 
vid her idols filled with terror” 

A nation from the north will attack her 
vic lay waste her land 


No one will live tn it 
both men and animals will flee away 


+ in those days, at that time,” 
declares the Loup 
(he people of Israel and the people of Judah 
together 
will go in tears to seek the Loup their God, 
They will ask the way to Zion 
and turn thelr faces toward it 
They will come and bind themselves to the 
Lorp 
in an everlasting covenant 
that will not be forgotten. 


©’ My people have been lost sheep; 
thelr shepherds have led them astray 
and caused them to roam on the mountains. 
They wandered over mountain and hill 
and forgot their own resting place. 
Whoever found them devoured them; 
their enemies said, ‘We are not guilty, 
for they sinned against the Lorn, their true 


pasture, 
the Loxp, the hope of their fathers.’ 


«Flee out of Babylon, 
leave the land of the Babylonians, 
and be like the goats that lead the flock. 
‘For | will stir up and bring against Babylon 
an alliance of great nations from the land of 
the north 
They will take up their positions against her, 
and from the north she will be captured, 
Their arrows will be like skilled warriors 
who do not return empty-handed. 
'0S0 Babylonia? will be plundered; 
all who plunder her will have their fill,” 
declares the Lorp. 


‘Because you rejoice and are glad, 
you who pillage my inheritance, 
because you frolic like a heifer threshing grain 
and neigh like stallions, 
your mother will be greatly ashamed; 
she who gave you birth will be disgraced. 
She will be the least of the nations— 
a wilderness, a dry land, a desert. 


“1 Or Chaldeans; also in verses 8, 25, 35 and 45 10 Or Chaldea 


things or persons to the Loxp, often by totally destroying them, also in 


but wil) ne pelle pier 


Al! who pave Babylon will be horned and ; 


scott . 
because of all her wounds. P 


Take up yout pee around Babylon, | 
raw 


all you whe the bow. 
Shuot at her! Spare no arrows, 
for she has sirined againet the Louo. 


I'Ghout against her on every 


She surrenders, her towers fall, 
her walls are torn down. 
Since this is the vengeance of the Loap, 


take vengeance on her; 
do to her a9 she has done to others. 


loCut off from Babylon the sower, 


and the reaper with his sickle at harvest, 
Because of the sword of the oppressor 

let everyone return to his own people, 

let everyone flee to his own land, 


17 lorael is a scattered flock 
that lions have chased away. 
The first to devour him 
was the king of Assyria; 
the last to crush his bones 
was Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon.” 


I8Therefore this is what the Loxp Almighty, the 


God of Israel, says: 


“1 will punish the king of Babylon and his land 
as | punished the king of Assyria. 
‘9But I will bring Israel back to his own pasture 
and he will graze on Carmel and Bashan; 
his appetite will be satisfied 
on the hills of Ephraim and Gilead. 
20In those days, at that time,” 
declares the Lorp, 
“search will be made for Israel's guilt, 
but there will be none, 
and for the sins of Judah, 
but none will be found, 
for I will forgive the remnant I spare. 
21’Attack the land of Merathaim 
and those who live in Pekod. 
Pursue, kill and completely destroy: them,’” 
declares the Lorp. 
“Do everything I have commanded you. 
22The noise of battle is in the land, 
the noise of great destruction! 
23How broken and shattered 
is the hammer of the whole earth! 
How desolate is Babylon 


50:20 An End to Guilt 


F sls pik Beaune oy panes ar 
Israel's ilt. Because of it, punishment was bound 


<21 The Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving aver of 
verse 26, 


JEREMIAH 50:24 688 


among the nations! 7A sword against her horses and chariots 
MI seta trap for you, O Babylon, and all the foreigners in her ranket 
and you were caught before you knew it, They will become women, . - 
you were found and captured A aword againet her treasures! = 
becatine you opposed the Loup They will be plundered. ie 
>The Lord has opened his arsenal WA drought one her waternt a 
and brought out the weapons of his wrath, They will dry up. b 
for the Sovereign Lorp Almighty has work to For it is a land of idols, 
do idols that will go mad with terror. 
in the land of the Babylonians b 
26Come against her from afar So desert creatures and hyenas will live there, 
Break open her granaries; and there the ow! will dwell. 
pile her up like heaps of grain, It will never again be inhabited 
Completely destroy her or lived in from generation to generation. 
and leave her no remnant As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah 
2’Kill all her young bulls; along, with their neighboring towns,” 
let them go down to the slaughter! declares the Loxp, 
Woe to them! For their day has come, “so no one will live there; og 
the time for them to be punished, no man will dwell in it. 


28Listen to the fugitives and refugees from 
Babylon 
declaring in Zion 


41“Look! An army is coming from the north; 
a great nation and many kings 


how the Lorp our God has taken vengeance, are being stirred up from the ends of the 
vengeance for his temple. earth. 
4#2They are armed with bows and spears; 
2”"Summon archers against Babylon, they are cruel and without mercy. 
all those who draw the bow. They sound like the roaring sea ¥ 
Encamp all around her; as they ride on their horses; 
let no one escape they come like men in battle formation 
Repay hr for her deeds; to attack you, O Daughter of Babylon, 
do to her as she has done: 43The king of Babylon has heard reports about — 
For she has defied the Lorp, them, 
the Holy One of Israel and his hands hang limp. 
Therefore, her young men will fall in the Anguish has gripped him, 
streets; pain like that of a woman in labor. 
all her soldiers will be silenced in that day,” 4Like a lion coming up from Jordan’s thickets 
declares the Lor. to a rich pastureland, 
3’’See, | am against you, O arrogant one,” 1 will chase Babylon from its land in an instant. 
declares the Lord, the Lorp Almighty, Who is the chosen one | will appoint for 
“for your day has come, this? 
the time for you to be punished. Who is like me and who can challenge me? 
32The arrogant one will stumble and fall. And what shepherd can stand against me?” 
and no one will help her up; 45Therefore, hear what the Lorp has planned 
I will kindle a fire in her towns against Babylon, 
that will consume all who are around her.” what he has purposed against the land of the 
38This is L Almight us Babylonians: . 
SThis is what the Lorp Almighty says: The young of the flock will be dragged away; 
"The people of Israel are oppressed, he will completely destroy their pasture 
because of them. 
and the people of Judah as well. ‘ d of Bal 3 
All their captors hold them fast, At the sound of Babylon’s capture the earth 
will tremble; 


refusing to let them go. 
MYet their Redeemer is strong; 
the Lorp Almighty is his name. 


its cry will resound among the nations. 


He will vigorously defend their cause 4 5 This is what the Lorp says: 
so that he may bring rest to their land, # ails 6 
but unrest to those who live in Babylon. é Ht Jalen her: ee 
35’ sword against the Babylonians!” Kamai.? 
declares the Lorp— 2] will send foreigners to Babylon 
“against those who live in Babylon to winnow her and to devastate her land; 
and against her officials and wise men! they will oppose her on every side . 
36A sword against her false prophets! in the day of her disaster. (on ag 
They will become fools. 3Let not the archer string his bow, 
A sword against her warriors! nor let him put on his armor, 
They will be filled with terror. Do not spare her young men; 
#38 Or A sword against 7 Leb Kamai is a cryptogram for Chaldea, that is, Babylonia, “ y 


completely destroy# her army: 
‘The ih fall down slain in Babylon,’ 
fatally wounded in her streets. 
or Israel and Judah have not been forsaken 
hy their God, the Lorp Almighty, 
though their land® is full of guilt 
before the Holy One of Israel 


Flee from Babylon! 
Run tor your lives! 
Do not be destroyed because of her sins. 
It is time for the Lorp’s vengeanee; 
he will pay her what she deserves. 
jon was a gold cup in the Lorp’s hand; 
he made the whole earth drunk 
The nations drank her wine; 
therefore they have now gone mad. 
Babylon will suddenly fall and be broken. 
Wail over her! 
Get balm for her pain; 
perhaps she can be healed 


Bat 


We would have healed Babylon, 
it she cannot be healed; 
s leave her and each go to his own land, 
»r her judgment reaches to the skies, 
vs as high as the clouds.” 


he Lorp has vindicated us; 
me, let us tell in Zion 
what the Lorp our God has done.’ 


harpen the arrows, 
take up the shields! 
The Lorn has stirred up the kings of the 


because his purpose is to destroy Babylon. 
The Lorp will take vengeance, 
engeance for his temple 
Lift up a banner against the walls of Babylon! 
Reinforce the guard, 
tation the watchmen, 
prepare an ambush! 


The Logp will carry out his purpose, 
his decree against the people of Babylon. 
You who live by many waters 
ind are rich in treasures, 
your end has come, 
the time for you to be cut off, 
The Lorp Almighty has sworn by himself: 
{ will surely fill you with men, as with a 


swarm of locusts, 
and they will shout in triumph over you. 


He made the earth by his power; 
he founded the world by his wisdom 
and stretched out the heavens by his 
understanding 
‘When he thunders, the waters in the heavens 
roar; 
he makes clouds rise from the ends of the 
earth 
He sends lightning with the rain 
and brings out the wind from his 
storehouses. 


The Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the Lorp, often by totally destroying them. 
424 Or Chaldea; also in verse 35 % * 


haldea 5 Or ‘and the land of the Babylonians, 


JEREMIAH 51:31 
17Every man is senseless and without 
knowledge; 
every goldsmith is shamed by his idols. 
His images are a fraud; 
they have no breath in them. a, 
i8They are worthless, the objects of mockery; 
when their judgment comes, they will . 
perish, 
19He who is the Portion of Jacob is not like these, 
for he is the Maker of all things, 
including the tribe of his inheritance— 
the Lorp Almighty is his name, 


20’'You are my war club, 
my weapon for battle— 
with you I shatter nations, 
with you I destroy kingdoms, 
21with you I shatter horse and rider, 
with you | shatter chariot and driver, 
2with you I shatter man and woman, 
with you I shatter old man and youth, 
with you I shatter young man and maiden, 
23with you I shatter shepherd and flock, * 
with you I shatter farmer and oxen, 
with you I shatter governors and officials. 


24”’Before your eyes I will repay Babylon and all 
who live in Babylonia‘ for all the wrong they have 
done in Zion,” declares the Lorp. 
25“I am against you, O destroying mountain, 
you who destroy the whole earth,” 
declares the Lorp. 
“| will stretch out my hand against you, 
roll you off the cliffs, 
and make you a burned-out mountain. 
26No rock will be taken from you for a 
cornerstone, 
nor any stone for a foundation, 
for you will be desolate forever,” 
declares the Lorp. 


27"Lift up a banner in the land! > 
Blow the trumpet among the nations! 
Prepare the nations for battle against her; 
summon against her these kingdoms; 
Ararat, Minni and Ashkenaz. — 
Appoint a commander against her; 
send up horses like a swarm of locusts. 
28Prepare the nations for battle against her— 
the kings of the Medes, 
their governors and all their officials, 
and all the countries they rule. 
29The land trembles and writhes, 
for the Lorp’s purposes against Babylon 
stand— esis: 
to lay waste the land of Babylon 
so that no one will live there. 
“Babylon's warriors have stopped fighting; 
they remain in their strongholds. 
Their strength is exhausted; 
they have become like women. + 
Her dwellings are set on fire; 
the bars of her gates are broken. 
31One courier follows another 


and messenger follows messenger 
“Or 


‘. 


JEREMIAH Shae 


Sy annrrowaien fo Hye Rite OF TR WTOFY 
Prat Nya eatyee erty ts captive 

re HMO CROSSTS seHOd 
deo Marshes Set on Gi 


at Hye sokdions terrified 


Ths what the Lown Almagihty, the God of 
Nol SAYS 


Tre Daagtter oF Babylon te like a Unroshiting 
Noor 

at te Gave (t 48 trampled. 

tre time to harvest her will soon come, 


obuchadnevaar King of Babylon has 
devoured us. 
tre has theown us tito contusion, 
he has Made Us an eMply fat 
ke aw serpent he has swallowed us 
andl Htled his stomach with our delicacies, 
yet Ohen has spewed us out 
SMay the violence done to our flesh! be upon 
Rabyvion. 
say the mvhabitants of Zion 
May our blood be on those who live in 
Babviontia 
says Terusaleny 


*Therefore, this is what the Loro says 


See. | will defend your cause 
and avenge you 
will dry up her sea 
and make her springs dry 
Babylon will be a heap of ruins, 
2 haunt of jackals 
an object of horror and scorn, 
a place where no one lives, 
“Her people all roar like young lions, 
they grow! like lion cubs 
ut while they are aroused, 
| will set out a feast for them 
and make them drunk, 
so that they shout with laughter— 
then sleep forever and not awake,” 


declares the Lorp, 


"1 will bring them down 
like lambs to the slaughter, 
like rams and goats 


4!How Sheshach? will be captured, 
the boast of the whole earth seized! 
What a horror Babylon will be 
among the nations! 
#2The sea will rise over Babylon; 
its roaring waves will cover her. 
#3Her towns will be desolate, 
a dry and desert land, 
a land where no one lives, 
through which no man travels. 
44] will punish Bel in Babylon 
and make him spew out what he has 
swallowed 
The nations will no longer stream to him. 
And the wail of Babylon will fall. 


45"Come out of her, my people! 
Run for your lives! 


#35 Or done to us and to our children 


M41 Sheshach is a cryptogram for Babylon 


Rin from the feree anger of the Lowa, 
De Hot love heart or be afraid 
when cunors are heard in the land) , 
one finor comes this year, another the next, 
Humon: of violence in the land 


andbot ruler against ruler, 
Tor the tine will surely come 
when | will punish the idols of Babylon, 
her whole land will be disgraced . 
and her slain will all He fallen within her, 
Whhen heaven and earth and all that isin then 
will shout for joy over Babylon, 
for out of the north 
dlestroyers will attack her,” 
declares the Loxp, 


W'Babylon must fall because of Israel's slain, 
just as the slain in all the earth 
have fallen because of Babylon, 
WYou who have escaped the sword, 
leave and do not linger! 
Remember the Lop ina distant land, 
and think on Jerusalem,” 


We are disgraced, 
for we have been insulted 
and shame covers our faces, 
because foreigners have entered 
the holy places of the Lorp’s house.” 


52"But days are coming,’ declares the Lorn, 
“when I will punish her idols, 
and throughout her land. 
the wounded will groan. 
SiEven if Babylon reaches the sky 
and fortifies her lofty stronghold, 
1 will send destroyers against her,” 
declares the Lorp. 
'4‘The sound of a cry comes from Babylon, 
the sound of great destruction 
from the land of the Babylonians.© 
55The Lorp will destroy Babylon; 
he will silence her noisy din. 
Waves of enemies, will rage like great waters; 
the roar of their voices will resound. 
56A destroyer will come against Babylon; 
her warriors will be captured, 
and their bows will be broken. 
For the Lorp is a God of retribution; 
he will repay in full, 
57] will make her officials and wise men drunk, 


51:53 Apocalyptic Arrogance 
The arrogance of Babylon—her sense of absolute, 
untouchable power—became an emblem of the 
forces God will ultimately destroy. Jeremiah 
probably was thinking only of B 's towering 
ziggurat (or temple) and double wall defenses. But 
Babylon’s “reaching for the sky” suggested an 
image of a nation trying to compete with God. 
Revelation 18—written long after Jeremiah’s 
Babylon had been destroyed—described the fall of 
— proud and eae “Babylon” at the end 
e age. 


“54 Or Chaldeans 


691 


her governors, officers and Wagniors as well; 
they will sleep forever and nota ie 

declares the King, whose name Hethe Lon 

Almighty 


SAT his is what the Loup Almighty say) 


“Babylon's thick wall will be leveled 
and her high yates set on fre; 
the peoples exhaust themselves for noth 
the nations’ labor is only fuel for the 
flames.” 


“This is the message Jeremiah gave to the staff 
offiger Seraiah son of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah, 


when he went to Babylon with Zedekiah king of 


Judah in the fourth year of his reign, “Jeremiah 
had written on a scroll about all the disasters that 
would come upon Babylon—all that had been 
recorded concerning Babylon, ¢'He said to Se. 
raiah, “When you get to Babylon, see that you read 
all these words aloud, ©Then say, ‘O Lorp, you 
have said you will destroy this place, so that 
neither man nor animal will live in it; it will be 
desolate forever,’ }When you finish reading this 
scroll, tie. a stone to itand throw itinto the Euphra- 
tes. Then say, ‘So will Babylon sink to rise no 
more because of the disaster | will bring upon-her. 
And her people will fall.’ ” 


The words of Jeremiah end here. 


The Fall of Jerusalem 
5 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when 
he became king, and he reigned in Jerusa- 
lem eleven years. His mother’s name was Hamutal 
daughter of Jeremiah; she was from Libnah. *He 
did evil in the eyes of the Lorp, just as Jehoiakim. 
had done. 4It was because of the Loxp’s anger that 
ill this happened to Jerusalem and Judah, and in 
the end he thrust them from his presence, 
Now Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Bab- 
ylon 
4So in the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign, on the 
tenth day of the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon marched against Jerusalem with 
his whole army. They camped outside the city and 
built siege works all around it. 5The city was kept 
under siege until the eleventh year of King Zede- 
kiah 
oBy the ninth day of the fourth month the fam- 
ine in the city had become so severe that there was 
no food for the people to eat. 7Then the city wall 
was broken through, and the whole army fled. 
They left the city at night through the gate between 
the two walls near the king's garden, though the 
Babylonians’ were surrounding the city. They 
fled toward the Arabah,’ 8but the Babyloniane 
army pursued King Zedekiah and overtook him in 
the plains of Jericho. All his soldiers were sepa- 
rated from him and scattered, 9and he was cap- 
tured. 
He was taken to the king of Babylon at Riblah in 
the land of Hamath, where he pronounced sen- 
tence on him. !0There at Riblah the king of Babylon 


“7 Or Chaldeans; also in verse 17 7 Or the Jordan Valley 


is, about 27 feet (about 8 1 meters) high and 18 feet (about 5 4 meters) in circumference 


meters) 


JEREMIAH 92:29 > 


slaughtered the sone of heb cicr ef his eyes; 
he also killed all the officials of Judah, Then he 


put out Zedekiah’s eyes, bound ith bronze 

shackles and took him te Babylon, he put 

him in prison ull the day of hie death. ; 
On the tenth day of the fifth in the 


nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar 
ylon, Nebuzaradan commander of 
yuard, who served the king of Babylon, came to 
Jerusalem. Dble set fire to the temple of the Lowp, 
the royal palace and all the houses of Jerse 
very important building he burned down. 

whole Babylonian army under the commander of 

ihe imperial guard broke down all the walls 
round Jerusalem, !°Nebuzaradan the commander 

of the guard carried into exile sore of the poorest 

ple and those who remained in the city, along 

the rest of the craftsmen’ and those who had 
over to the king of Babylon. }¢But Nebuzar- 

{t behind the rest of the poorest people of 

to work the vineyards and fields. 


- of the Loko and they carried all the 


bronze to lon, *They also took away the pots, 


shovels, wickyrimmers, sprinkling bowls, dishes 
and all the ze articles used in the temple ser- 
vice. The nder of the imperial guard took 
away the basil ensers, sprinkling bowls, 


lampstands, disl 
ings—all that w 

The bronze fi 
the twelve bronze 
stands, which King 
temple of the Lorp, 
weighed. 2!Each of the 
high and twelve cubits i 
was four fingers thick, and 
capital on top of the one 
high and was decorated with a and - 
granates of bronze all around. The other pillar, 
with its pomegranates, was sii . BThere were 
ninety-six pomegranates on the sides; the total 
number of pomegranates above the surrounding 
network was a hundred. 

24The commander of the guard took as prisoners 
Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the priest next 
in rank and the three doorkeepers. 5Of those still 
in the city, he took the officer in charge of the 
fighting men, and seven royal advisers. He also 
took the secretary who was chief officer in charge 
of conscripting the people of the land and sixty of 
his men who were found in the city. z 
adan the commander took them all and 
them to the king of Babylon at Riblah 7There at) 
Riblah, in the land of Hamath, the king had them — 
executed. w % 

So Judah went into captivity, away from her 
land. 28This is the number of the People Nebu- 


¢ two pillars, the Sea and 
under it, and the movable 
mon had made for the 
more than could be 


in the seventh year, 3,023 Jews; 
2%in Nebuchadnezzar's eighteenth year, 
$ Or Chaldean: also im verse 4 15 Or popudace 922 That 
122 That is, about 7 V2 feet fabost23 
Pasi a 
; 


There were 4.80) people in 


Jehoiachin Released 


Ain the thirty-seventh vear of the exile o 
chin King of Judah, in the year Evil 


431 Also called Amel-Marduk 
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ASSN Tee Does wrtten eam 2 Sate of dared 


a me Str tor aac Sa. er eS 
nam ame nat as a diesen apnea I 
~ Ser Ginss OTR 
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that you catch the 


Lamentations is not difficult to underst 


clearer if you use a Bible dictionary or a comme! 


inspired Lamentations, read 2 Kings 25. 


deep emotion, Note that the author does not rush to express his hope in God, 


but fully grieves for the tragedy he was involved In. 
and, though some of the poetical allusions may become 


ntary, For a summary of the destruction that 


PLANS FOR READING LAMENTATIONS 


PLAN 1: An Overview of Lamentations in 1 Day 


(J Day 1, Read the Introduction to Lamentations and chapter 3, which contains both 


bitter grief and quiet hope. 
PLAN 2: All of Lamentations in 5 Days 
oO102030405 


um nnInnnamnn 


ii How deserted lies the city, 
once so full of people! 
How like a widow is she, 
who once was great among the nations! 
She who was queen among the provinces 
has now become a slave. 


2Bitterly she weeps at night, 

tears are upon her cheeks. 
Among all her lovers 

there is none to comfort her. 
All her friends have betrayed her; 

they have become her enemies. 


3After affliction and harsh labor, 
Judah has gone into exile. 

She dwells among the nations; 
she finds no resting place. 

All who pursue her have overtaken her 
in the midst of her distress. 


4The roads to Zion mourn, 


for no one comes to her appointed feasts. 


All her gateways are desolate, 
her priests groan, 

her maidens grieve, 
and she is in bitter anguish. 


5Her foes have become her masters; 
her enemies are at ease. 

The Lorp has brought her grief 
because of her many sins. 

Her children have gone into exile, 
captive before the foe. 


6All the splendor has departed 
from the Daughter of Zion. 
Her princes are like deer 


“This chapter is an acrostic poem, the verses of which begin with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet. 


that find no pasture; 
in weakness they have fled 
before the pursuer. 


7In the days of her affliction and wandering, 
Jerusalem remembers all the treasures 
that were hers in days of old. 
When her people fell into enemy hands, 
there was no one to help her. 
Her enemies looked at her 
and laughed at her destruction. 


8Jerusalem has sinned greatly 
and so has become unclean. 
All who honored her despise her, 
for they have seen her nakedness; 
she herself groans 
and turns away. 


9Her filthiness clung to her skirts; 
she did not consider her future, 
Her fall was astounding; 
there was none to comfort her, 
“Look, O Lorp, on my affliction, 
for the enemy has triumphed.” 


10The enemy laid hands 
on all her treasures; 
she saw pagan nations 
enter her sanctuary— 
those you had forbidden 
to enter your assembly. 


11All her people groan 
as they search for bread; 
they barter their treasures for food 
to keep themselves alive. 
“Look, O Lorp, and consider, 


Lani oaptave . 
Hig ee: ATE te wl pane Li 
be avcninnred ariel Wet 

ccepoivyy We AON: ULE REE 


vo HEL Gt a ME 
voce Haag ye Oe A 


‘hive Fence anieet 


ene lee 
iy Datel 


v ugh he 

favor tat 

aha net re ay fool 
Frveet ive baw 
vaalaly 
tay Long 


Howe boon bound (ite a yoket 


Wy Hin harte Chey were woven toyether 
thew hh sae: Aan HWE ABER 
Eihe Love hae sagapaedl iy ACHE 
He has hanced me aver 
oo thowe Leannot withatand 
Vo Lord has celeetod 
{ihe waretans in ivy riidat 
he has summoned an acmy againgt me 
fom crush my young men 
In his winepress the Lord haw trampled 


he Virgin Daughter of hadah 


This is why Lweep 
viel my eves overflow with tears 
is near to comfort me, 
© to restore my spirit 
My children are destitute 

because the enemy has prevailed 


jon stretches out her hands. 

but there is no one to comfort her 
Ihe Lorp has decreed for Jacob 

that his neighbors become his foes; 
Jerusalem has become 

in unclean thing among them. 


The Lonp is righteous, 
vet | rebelled against his command 
Listen, all you peoples 
look upon my suffering, 
My young men and maidens 
have gone into exile 


"| called to my allies 
but they betrayed me, 
My priests and my elders 
perished in the city 
while they searched for food 
to keep themselves alive 


1:10 The Temple Destroyed 

In order to keep God's house holy, non-Jews were 
not allowed to enter. But when the Babylonians 
conquered Jerusalem, they not only entered the 
temple, they looted and burned it. This shook 
devout Jews deeply; more than anything else it 
showed that God had given them up. 


4 Most Hebrew manuscripts; Septuagint He kept watch over my sins 
sn acrostic poem, the verses of which begin with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet. 
3 Or /all the strength; or every king; horn here symbolizes strength. 


reated the Daughter of Zion with contempt 


08 
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Ww HHe, Lown, tow diatrenaed | anil 
Fane HA fevereryt Welt 
anil ta fy Heart Fare dlatiiebed, 
far Phawe been meat rebellions, . 
Outaide, the award beemaver: 
inwicle, (hete te wnly death 
A’ Toupite have heard my aeaaniti, 
Wut there le fo ane to comfort me 
All ivy enemies have heard of nny distress) 
they rajaiee at what you have done, 
May you bring (he day you have announced 
no they nay become Hike Me, 


O’Letall their wickedtiess come before you) 
deal with them 
ae you have dealt with me 
becauae OF all my aine. 
My yroane are many 
and my heart is faint” 


. How the Lord has covered the Daughter of 
Zion 
with the cloud of his anger! ‘ 
Ho has hurled down the splendor of Israel 
from heaven to earth; 
he has not remembered his footstool 
in the day of his anger. 4 
{Without pity the Lord has swallowed up: 
all the dwellings of Jacob; 
in his wrath he has torn down 
the strongholds of the Daughter of Judah, 
He has brought her kingdom and its princes 
down to the ground in dishonor, 


Mn fierce anger he has cut off 
every horné of Israel, s 
He has withdrawn his right hand 
at the approach of the enemy, 
He has burned in Jacob like a flaming fire 
that consumes everything around it. 


‘Like an enemy he has strung his bow; 
his right hand is ready. 
Like a foe he has slain 
all who were pleasing to the eye; 
he has poured out his wrath like fire 
on the tent of the Daughter of Zion. 


5The Lord is like an enemy; 
he has swallowed up Israel. 

He has swallowed up all her palaces 
and destroyed her strongholds. 

He has multiplied mourning and lamentation 
for the Daughter of Judah. 


6He has laid waste his dwelling like a garden; 
he has destroyed his place of meeting, 
The Lorp has made Zion forget 
her appointed feasts and her Sabbaths; 
in his fierce anger he has spurned 
both king and priest. 
7The Lord has rejected his altar 
and abandoned his sanctuary. 
He has handed over to the enemy 


%15 Or has set @ time for me when he will This chapter is 


“1 Or How the Lord in his anger | has: 


4 
- 
- 
LAMENTATIONS 2:8 696 7 
the walls of her palaces; ‘SAIL who pass your way vote 
they have raised a shout in the house of the clap their hande at youy : t 
Lorp they pre shake a yrorr + oe 
as on the day of an appointed feast, at the Daughter of Jerusalem 
The Lonn daterinieg] Gita a “Is this the city that was called 
8The Lorv dete: 
the wall around the Daughter of Zion. * Fee ncie eke 
He stretched out a measuring line ve Joy 
and did not withhold his hand from All your enemies open their mouths 
destroying. Wide against you; 
He made ramparts and walls lament; they scoff and gnash their teeth ° 
together they wasted away and say, “We have swallowed her up, 
This is the day we have waited for; . 


’Her gates have sunk into the ground; ; 4 
their bars he has broken and destroyed. we have lived to see it," 


Her king and her princes are exiled among the '7The Loxp has done what he planned) n 


eae he has fulfilled his word, 
thalaw ining mes, which he decreed long ago. 
and her prophets no longer find He has overthrown you without pity, 
visions from the LORD: he has let the enemy gloat over you, 
10The elders of the Daughter of Zion he has exalted the horn# of your foes. 
sit on the ground in silence; \sThe hearts of the people 
they have sprinkled dust on their heads ery out to the Lord, : 
and put on sackcloth O wall of the Daughter of Zion, 
The young women of Jerusalem let your tears flow like a river 
have bowed their heads to the ground. day aticunighti 
My eyes fail from weeping, give yourself no relief, ‘ 
lam in torment within, your eyes no rest, 
my heart is poured out on the ground Arise, cry out in the night, 
becanse my people ae eace yea as the watches of the night begin; 


because children and infants faint 


5 heart like water 
in the streets of the city poungubyeor » 


in the presence of the Lord. 


l2They say to their mothers, Lift up your hands to him 
“Where is bread and wine?” for the lives of your children, 
as they faint like wounded men who faint from hunger 
in the streets of the city, at the head of every street. 
= ve eS oe bebe 20Look, O Lorp, and consider: 
SVane na rae Ae fies? Whom have you ever treated like this? 
With what can I compare you Should Monier cat their offspring, 
O Datightes of terussiean the children they have cared for? 
To what can Iliken you, Should priest and prophet be killed | 
thal may comborieann in the sanctuary of the Lord? 
O Virgin Daughter of Zion? 21Young and old lie together 
Your wound is as deep as the sea. in the dust of the streets; ; 
Who can heal you? my young men and maidens 
13The visions of your prophets have fallen by the sword. , 


You have slain them in the day of your anger; 


were false and worthless; you have slaughtered them without pity, 


they did not expose your sin 


to ward off your captivity. 22"As you summon to a feast day, 
The oracles they gave you so you summoned against me terrorson 
were false and misleading. every side.” 4 


In the day of the Lorp’s anger 

no one escaped or survived; — 
2:12 Pity the Children those I cared for and reared, x 
Everyone suffered in the destruction of Jerusalem, my enemy has destroyed. 
rich and poor, young and old, male and female. * 
Lamentations grieves for them all, but especially mr am the man who has seen affliction 
for the children, who were dying of hunger. During by the rod of his wrath. ' 
the long siege, hunger grew so fierce that mothers ?He has driven me away and made me walk 


ate their own children (2:20; 4:10). Compassion in darkness rather than light; 
for children had disappeared (4:3-4). 3indeed, he has turned his hand againstme = __ 
SD again and again, all day long. = 


#17 Horn here symbolizes strength ' This chapter 's an acrostc poem; the verses of each stanza begin with the successive letters. 
the Hebrew alphabet, and the verses within each stanza begin with the same letter, -- 
’ . 


tHe has made my skin and my flesh grow old 
and has broken my bones 
He has besieged me and surrounded me 
with bitterness and hardship 
6He has made me dwell in darkr 
like those long dead 
allied me in sol cannot escape; 
Pet \s weighed me down with chains. 
L 4 . hen [call out or cry for help, 


shuts out my prayer. 
barred my way with blocks of stone; 


e my paths crooked. 


ness 


he 
*He has 
he has mad 
joLike a bear lying in wait, 
like a lion in hiding, 
he dragged me from the path and mangled me 
and lett me without help, 
He drew his bow 
ind made me the target for his arrows. 
He pierced my heart 
with arrows from his quiver, 
became the laughingstock of all my people; 
they mock me in song all day long. 
He has filled me with bitter herbs 
and sated me with gall 


He has broken my teeth with gravel; 
he has trampled me in the dust. 
| have been deprived of peace; 
| have forgotten what prosperity is. 
8So | say, ‘My splendor is gone 
and all that I had hoped from the Lorp.” 
9] remember my affliction and my wandering, 
the bitterness and the gall. 
1 well remember them, 
and my soul is downcast within me. 
his I call to mind 
and therefore I have hope: 


22Because of the Lorp’s great love we are not 
consumed, 
for his compassions never fail. 
23They are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness. 
iI say to myself, ‘The Lorp is my portion; 
therefore I will wait for him.” 


The Lorp is good to those whose hope is in 
him, 
to the one who seeks him; 
‘it is good to wait quietly 
for the salvation of the Lorp. 
27It is good for a man to bear the yoke 
while he is young. 


28Let him sit alone in silence, 
for the Lorp has laid it on him. 
29Let him bury his face in the dust— 
there may yet be hope. 
WLet him offer his cheek to one who would 
strike him, 
and let him be filled with disgrace. 


31For men are not cast off 
by the Lord forever. 
32Though he brings grief, he will show 
compassion, 
so great is his unfailing love. 


LAMENTATIONS 3:58 


33For he does not willingly bring affliction 


or grief to the children of men. > a 
44To crush underfoot f 
all prisoners in the land, 
35to deny a marhis rights a 
before the Most High, 
%to deprive a man of justice— 
would not the Lord see such things? 


37Who can speak and have it happen 
if the Lord has not decreed it? 

38]s it not from the mouth of the Most High 
that both calamities and good things come? 

39Why should any living man complain 
when punished for his sins? 

40Let us examine our ways and test them, 
and Jet us return to the Lorp. 

41Let us lift up our hearts and our hands 
to God in heaven, and say: 

42We have sinned and rebelled 
and you have not forgiven. 


rs 
43’’You have covered yourself with anger and 
pursued us; 

you have slain without pity. 
44You have covered yourself with a cloud 

so that no prayer can get through. 
45You have made us scum and refuse 

among the nations. 


46”All our enemies have opened their mouths 
wide against us. 

47We have suffered terror and pitfalls, 
ruin and destruction.” 

48Streams of tears flow from my eyes 
because my people are destroyed. 


49My eyes will flow unceasingly, 
without relief, Hs ie 

Sountil the Lorp looks down 
from heaven and sees. 

51What I see brings grief to my soul 
because of all the women of my city. 


82Those who were my enemies without cause 
hunted me like a bird. 

53They tried to end my life in a pit 
and threw stones at me; 

54the waters closed over my head, 
and I thought I was about to be cut off. 


55] called on your name, O Lorp, 
from the depths of the pit. 

56You heard my plea: “Do not close your ears 
to my cry for relief.” 

57You came near when I called you, 
and you said, “Do not fear.” 


580 Lord, you took up my case; 


3:33 Hope for the Grieving 
Lamentations bares the full horror of suffering, yet 
offers hope based on the character of God. He has 
let some survive (3:22), and he is not a God to be 
angry with them forever. Their duty is to accept 
fully their grief, and quietly meditate on its 
meaning while waiting for the Lord. 


LAMENTATIONS 3:59 698 


you redeemed my life. 
You have seen, O Lorn, the wrong done to 
me. 
Uphold my cause! 
s0You have seen the depth of their vengeance, 
all their plots against me 


610 Lorp, you have heard their insults, 
all their plots against me— 

2what my enemies whisper and mutter 
against me a y long. 

®3Look at them! ing or standing, 
they mock me in their songs. 


64Pay them back what they deserve, O Lorp, 
for what their hands have done. 

65Put a veil over their hearts, 
and may your curse be on them! 

66Pursue them in anger and destroy them 
from under the heavens of the Lorp. 


« How the gold has lost its luster, 
the fine gold become dull! 
The sacred gems are scattered 
at the head of every street 
2How the precious sons of Zion, 
once worth their weight in gold, 
are now considered as pots of clay, 
the work of a potter's hands! 


3Even jackals offer their breasts 
to nurse their young, 

but my people have become heartless 
like ostriches in the desert. 


4Because of thirst the infant’s tongue 
sticks to the roof of its mouth; 
the children beg for bread, 
but no one gives it to them. 


5Those who once ate delicacies 
are destitute in the streets. 

Those nurtured in purple 
now lie on ash heaps. 


6The punishment of my people 
is greater than that of Sodom, 
which was overthrown in a moment 
without a hand turned to help her. 


7Their princes were brighter than snow 
and whiter than milk, 

their bodies more ruddy than rubies, 
their appearance like sapphires.” 


8But now they are blacker than soot; 
they are not recognized in the streets. 

Their skin has shriveled on their bones; 
it has become as dry as a stick. 


9Those killed by the sword are better off 
than those who die of famine; 

racked with hunger, they waste away 
for lack of food from the field. 


1\The Lorp has given full vent to-his wrath) 
he has poured out his fierce anger. 
He kindled a fire in Zion be 
that consumed her foundations, 
12The kings of the earth did not believe, 
nor did any of the world’s people, 
that enemies and foes could enter 
the gates of Jerusalem. 


13But it happened because of the sins of her 
prophets 
and the iniquities of her priests, 
who shed within her 
the blood of the righteous. 


14Now they grope through the streets 
like men who are blind. 
They are so defiled with blood 
that no one dares to touch their garments, 


15“Go away! You are unclean!’’ men cry to them, 
“Away! Away! Don’t touch us!" 
When they flee and wander about, 
people among the nations say, 
“They can stay here no longer.” 


\6The Lorp himself has scattered them; 
he no longer watches over them. 
The priests are shown no honor, 
the elders no favor. 


17Moreover, our eyes failed, 
looking in vain for help; 
from our towers we watched 
for a nation that could not save us. 


18Men stalked us at every step, 
so we could not walk in our streets. 
Our end was near, our days were numbered, 
for our end had come. 


19Qur pursuers were swifter 
than eagles in the sky; 
they chased us over the mountains 
and lay in wait for us in the desert. 


20The Lorp’s anointed, our very life breath, 
was caught in their traps. 
We thought that under his shadow 
we would live among the nations. 


21Rejoice and be glad, O Daughter of Edom, 
you who live in the land of Uz. 
But to you also the cup will be passed; 
you will be drunk and stripped naked. 


20 Daughter of Zion, your punishment will 
end; 
he will not prolong your exile. 


4:17 False Hope 
In the last decades before Jerusalem was 
conquered, Judah’s kings frequently tried to play 


Egypt, another superpower, against Babylon. Right 
S the Be nl ovens armies to rescue 
them. But as Jeremi. warned, Egypt proved to 
be an unreliable ally (Jeremiah 2:36-37; 37:5-8). 
eee eee 


*7 Or lapis lazuli 


10With their own hands compassionate women 
have cooked their own children, 
who became their food 
when my people were destroyed. 


“This chapter is an acrostic poem, the verses of which begin with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet. 


ee 


But, O Daughter of Edom, he will punish your : 


sin , 
and expose your wickedness. t 


Remember, O Loxp, what has happened to 
us, 
look, and see our disgrace. “tithe 
2Qur inheritance has been turned over to aliens, "Joy is 
our homes to foreigners. ; 
JWe have become orphans and fatherless, 
our mothers like widows. 
‘We must buy the water we drink; 
our wood can be had only ata Pigs 
"Those who pursue us are at our 
we are weary and find no rest. 
*We submi to Egypt and Assyria 
to get enough bread. 
Our fathers sinned and are no more, ~——.* 
and we bear their punishment. 
“Slaves rule over us, 
and there ts none to free us from their 
hands. 
*We get our bread at the risk of our lives a 
because of the sword in the desert. 
“Our skin is hot as an oven, 
feverish from hunger. 


* * 
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Seeing the Unseen God 
God showed himself to Ezekiel in unearthly radiance 


Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around 
him. ... When | saw it, | fell facedown. 1:28 
Ex" was quite sure that he had seen and heard the God of the Bible. While few have been 
privileged to see him as Ezekiel did, this God had been speaking plainly for generations. His 
words were on record. 
Before such splendor Ezekiel felt utterly weak and inadeq 
vision (Isaiah 6). He fell on his face, repeatedly. But God raise 


message to deliver. 


A Stunning Portrait of God 

In describing his call by God, Ezekiel groped for words. He portrayed a God of stunning 
grandeur, above and beyond our world. Yet this supernatural God was inescapably near and real. 
Fie demanded complete obedience. Surprisingly, he appeared to Ezekiel in Babylon—the last place 
an Israelite expected to see him. This God could not be locked in by national or geographical 
boxes. He ruled the earth. 

Ezekiel repeated this classic message over 60 times: “Then they will know that | am the Loro.”’ 
God said it when promising the destruction of Jerusalem in the first 24 chapters. He said it when 
predicting the downfall of Israel’s neighbors in chapters 25 through 32. And, after Jerusalem had 
fallen, God said it when promising a great future in the last 16 chapters. God did not want to 
remain vague or far off. He wanted his people to know him. More, Ezekiel’s God wanted to live 


with his people. He wanted to make his home in the center of their city. 


we 


uate, just as Isaiah had during a similar 
d Ezekiel to his feet and gave him a 


A Strange Book 
Ezekiel has a reputation for strangeness, partly because of the unearthly visions with which his 


book begins and ends, and partly because Ezekiel acted out God’s messages through some bizarre 
behavior. (For instance, for months at a time he lay in public on his side, bound by ropes, facing a 
clay model of Jerusalem.) His message came in the most vivid form possible, meant to force 

people to pay attention. 

Ezekiel lived in perhaps the most tragic period of his people's existence. They had been 
tempting fate for generations, ignoring God's messengers (prophets like Micah, Amos, Isaiah) who 
warned that if they didn’t listen to God, they would be destroyed. Finally, Babylonian armies 
swept through Judah, deporting large groups of citizens. 

Ezekiel had gone into exile in one of the first groups, as had Daniel. Ezekiel became God's 
messenger as a captive in Babylon. His voice blended in stereo with Jeremiah’s, still in Jerusalem. 
Both prophets warned their people (who kept plotting ways to break free of Babylon) that the 
captives were going to be in Babylon for a long time. They predicted that Babylon’s oppression 
would grow heavier: Jerusalem and the temple would be destroyed. Since'judah had ignored 
God's repeated warnings, God would use another means to get their attention: suffering. 


A New Jerusalem 

Yet even while punishing them, God’s aim remained the same: to make himself known. God 
had warned Ezekiel that the Israelites were unlikely to listen (3:7), even from captivity. They 
preferred idols to the living God. Yet Ezekiel’s messages and dramas and visions continued to 
come, year after year. It’s as though God were saying through him, “Some way, some day, | will 
get through to them. If the message doesn’t reach their hearts one way, I'll try another.” 3 

Ezekiel ends with hope. The final chapters show a new Jerusalem rising from the ruins of the 
old. The renewed city would never die, for it would be built on an unshifting reality: “They will 
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A New Jerusalem ont 
Yet even while punishing them, God's aim remained the same: to make himself known, God 
ly to listen (3:7), even from captivity, They 


and dramas and visions continu: 


Sa 


had warned Ezekiel that the Israelites were unlike! 


preferred idols to the living God, Yet Ezekiel's messages 
come, year after year, Is as though God were saying through him, “Some way, some d 
doesn’t reach their hearts one way, I'll try another. , 
ins of the 


yet through to them, If the message 
Ezekiel ends with hope. The final chapters show a new Jerusalem rising from the ruil 
old. The renewed city would never die, for it would be built on an unshifting reality: “They will 
{ God that Ezekiel had seen would become accessible — 


knew Lam the Lord.” The burning vision 0} ekian ns 4 
to all. God would make himself at home there forever, Ezekiel’s last verse says it all: “And the 
name of the city from that time on will bes THe Loko 1s THERE.” ' 


How to Read Ezekiel 


The special difficulty in reading Ezekiel is the dizzying variety of forms he used to get his 
message across. The book is a mix of visions, messages, dramas, poems. But three remarkable 
visions of God bracket the package, beglnnies middle, and end (1:13:15; 8:16 and 1116-25; 

s repeated: “Then they will know that | am the 


40: 1-4 and 43:1-9). And throughout, one line 
Lorb.’” All God’s messages are meant to shock his people into restoring a living relationship with 


him 
As you read Ezekiel, note down when each prophecy was made and its dominant image— ‘ 
jerusalem as a prostitute, as a spreading grapevine, as a shaved head, etc. (For insight into why 
i vekiel sometimes acted out his message in bizarre fashion, read “Living Parables,” page 675.) = 
Don't skip ahead too fast as you read—take time to think about the message in each section. 
Remember that the book of Ezekiel compresses messages God gave over 22 years, Try to imagine 
the impact of each message on the people who first heard or saw it. - 
Most of what Ezekiel said in Babylonia concerned a dramatic military situation hundreds of miles 
away in Jerusalem. His message changed from doom to hope in chapter 33; the turning point 
came with news of Jerusalem’s fall, You can get to know the historical situation by reading 2 Kings 


13: 36-2512. “A Lineup of Rulers,” page 338, can help you place Ezekiel in Israel’s history. 
A fascinating though difficult study is the design of the renewed temple, which Ezekiel 
described in chapters 40-43. A commentary on Ezekiel or a Bible dictionary (under “Ezekiel” or | 


temple”) can help immensely in understanding these visions. 


PLANS FOR READING EZEKIEL 
PLAN 1; An Overview of Ezekiel in 4 Days 
(J Day 1. Read the Introduction to Ezekiel, and chapter 1, the majestic vision of a 
living God who appeared to Ezekiel. 
(J Day 2. Read chapters 2-3, which tell how God called Ezekiel to deliver a difficult 
message. 
4 d chapter 4, one of the most dramatic of the “enacted parables” Ezekiel 


CO Day 3. Rea 
performed. 
C) Day 4. Read chapter 37, a message of hope and resurrection for a defeated people. 


PLAN 2: All of Ezekiel in 47 Days 
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The Living Creatures and the Glory 
of the Lorp 


In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month on 

the fifth day, while | was among the exiles by 
the Kebar River, the heavens were opened and I 
saw visions of God. 

2On the fifth of the month—it was the fifth year 

of the exile of King Jehoiachin— 3the word of the 
Lorp came to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi,? 
by the Kebar River in the land of the Babylonians.¢ 
There the hand of the Lorp was upon him. 

41 looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out of 
the north—an immense cloud with flashing light- 
ning and surrounded by brilliant light. The center 
of the fire looked like glowing metal, Sand in the 
fire was what looked like four living creatures. In 
appearance their form was that of a man, but each 
of them had four faces and four wings. 7Their legs 
were straight; their feet were like those of a calf 
and gleamed like burnished bronze. 8Under their 
wings on their four sides they had the hands of a 
man. All four of them had faces and wings, 9and 
their wings touched one another. Each one went 
straight ahead; they did not turn as they moved. 

l0Their faces looked like this: Each of the four 
had the face of a man, and on the right side each 
had the face of a lion, and on the left the face of an 
ox; each also had the face of an eagle. !!Such were 
their faces. Their wings were spread out upward; 
each had two wings, one touching the wing of 
another creature on either side, and two wings 
covering its body. !2Each one went straight ahead. 
Wherever the spirit would go, they would go, 
without turning as they went. !3The appearance of 
the living creatures was like burning coals of fire or 
like torches. Fire moved back and forth among the 
creatures; it was bright, and lightning flashed out 
of it. 4The creatures sped back and forth like 
flashes of lightning. 
15As I looked at the living creatures, I saw a 
wheel on the ground beside each creature with its 
four faces. 16This was the appearance and struc- 
ture of the wheels: They sparkled like chrysolite, 
and all four looked alike. Each appeared to be 
made like a wheel intersecting a wheel. !7As they 
moved, they would go in any one of the four direc- 
tions the creatures faced; the wheels did not turn 
aboutd as the creatures went. !8Their rims were 
high and awesome, and all four rims were full of 
eyes all around. 
19When the living creatures moved, the wheels 
beside them moved; and when the living creatures 
rose from the ground, the wheels also rose. 
20Wherever the spirit would go, they would go, 
and the wheels would rise along with them, be- 
cause the spirit of the living creatures was in the 
wheels. 21When the creatures moved, they also 
moved; when the creatures stood still, they also 
stood still; and when the creatures rose from the 
ground, the wheels rose along with them, because 
the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels. 
2Spread out above the heads of the living crea- 
tures was what looked like an expanse, sparkling 


41 Or my, 3 Or Ezekiel son of Buzi the priest 


lazuli 


3 Or Chaldeans 


like ice, and awesome. 3Under the expanse their 
wings were stretched out one toward the other, 
and each had two wings covering its body. {When 
the creatures moved, I heard the sound of their 
wings, like the roar of rushing waters, like the 
voice of the Almighty,’ like the tumult of an army, 
When they stood still, they lowered their wings. 

25Then there came a voice from above the ex- 
panse over their heads as they stood with lowered 
wings. 26Above the expanse over their heads was 
what looked like a throne of sapphire,f and high 
above on the throne was a figure like that of aman. 
271 saw that from what appeared to be his waist up 
he looked like glowing metal, as if full of fire, and 
that from there down he looked like fire; and bril- 
liant light surrounded him. 28Like the appearance 
of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was 
the radiance around him. 

This was the appearance of the likeness of the 
glory of the Lorp. When I saw it, I fell facedown, 
and I heard the voice of one speaking. 

Ezekiel’s Call 
He said to me, “Son of man, stand up on your 
feet and I will speak to you.” 2As he spoke, the 
Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and 
I heard him speaking to me. \ 

3He said: “Son of man, ] am sending you to the 
Israelites, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled 
against me; they and their fathers have been in 
revolt against me to this very day. *The people to 
whom | am sending you are obstinate and stub- 
born. Say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign 
Lorp says.’ SAnd whether they listen or fail to 
listen—for they are a rebellious house—they will 
know that a prophet has been among them. And 
you, son of man, do not be afraid of them or their 
words. Do not be afraid, though briers and thorns 
are all around you and you live among scorpions. 
Do not be afraid of what they say or terrified by 
them, though they are a rebellious house. 7You 
must speak my words to them, whether they listen 
or fail to listen, for they are rebellious. 8But you, 
son of man, listen to what I say to you. Do not rebel 
like that rebellious house; open your mouth and 
eat what I give you.” 

9Then I looked, and I saw a hand stretched out 
to me. Init wasa scroll, which he unrolled before 
me. On both sides of it were written words of 
lament and mourning and woe. 

And he said to me, “Son of man, eat what is 

before you, eat this scroll; then go and speak to 
the house of Israel.” 2So I opened my mouth, and 
he gave me the scroll to eat. 

3Then he said to me, “Son of man, eat this scroll 
lam giving you and fill your stomach with it.” Sol 
ate it, and it tasted as sweet as honey in my mtouth. 

4He then said to me: “Son of man, go now to the 
house of Israel and speak my words to them. 5You 


¥ 


are not being sent to a people of obscure speech 
and difficult language, but to the house of Israel— 
énot to many peoples of obscure speech and dif- 
ficult language, whose words you le scene 
stand. Surely if | had sent you to them, they 


417 Oraside 24 Hebrew Shaddai 126 Or lapis 


house of Israel is not 
o they are not willing 
whole house of Israel is 
sBut | will make you as. 
4 as they are. % will make 
hardest stone, harder than 
c hem or terrified by them, 
ebellious house: 
yd to me, ‘Son of man, listen care- 
© heart all the words I speak to you. 
countrymen in exile and speak to 
vem. ‘This is what the Sovereign 
er they listen or fail to listen.” 
lifted me up, and | heard be- 
bling sound—May the glory of 
n his dwelling place!— the 
2s of the living creatures brushing 
other and the sound of the wheels 
» loud rumbling sound. The Spirit 
nd took me away, and I went in 
nm the anger of my spirit, with the 
2d of the Lorp upon me. |] came to the 
ved at Tel Abib near the Kebar River, 
where they were living, | sat among 
seven days—overwhelmed 


staned ty vou, “But the 


rning to Israel 


he end of seven days the word of the Lorp 
Son of man, I have made you a 
© house of Israel; so hear the word 
ve them warning from me. !8When | 
-d man, ‘You will surely die,’ and you 
warn him or speak out to dissuade him 
ways in order to save his life, that 
> for’ his sin, and | will hold 
is blood. But if youdo warn 
he does not turn from his 
Ss or from his evil ways, he will die for 
t you will have saved yourself. 
whei a mghteous man turns from his 
ssness and does evil, and | put a stumbling 
him, he will die. Since you did not 
he will die for his sin. The righteous 
did will not be remembered, and I will 
yu accountable for his blood. 21But if you do 
\ the nghteous man not to sinand he does not 
sin, he will surely live because he took warning, 
have saved yourself.” 
hand of the Lorp was upon me there, and 
he said to me, “Get up and go out to the plain, and 
I will speak to you.” 23So I got up and went 
to the plain. And the glory of the Lorp was 
standing there, like the glory I had seen by the 
Kebar River, and I fell facedown. 
Then the Spirit came into me and raised me to 
eet. He spoke to me and said: “Go, shut your- 
inside your house. And you, son of man, 
ey will tie with ropes; you will be bound so that 
you cannot go out among the people. 26] will make 
your tongue stick to the roof of your mouth so that 
you will be silent and unable to rebuke them, 
though they are a rebellious house. 27But when I 
speak to you, I will open your mouth and you shall 
say to them, This is what the Sovereign Lorp 


§ Or m; also in verses 19 and 20 
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says.’ Whoever will listen let him listen, and who- 

ever will refuse let-him refuse; for they are a rebel- 

lious house. 

Siege of Jerusalem Symbolized 

4 “Now, son of man, take a clay tablet, put it 

front of you and draw the city of Jerusalem o 

it. Then lay siege to it: Erect siege works against it, 
build a ramp up to it, set up camps against it and 
put battering rams around it, Then take an iron 
pan, place it as an iron wall between you and the 
city and turn your face toward it. It will be under 
siege, and you shall besiege it. This will be a sign to 
the house of Israel. 

4”Then lie on your left side and put the sin of the 

house of Israel upon yourself.4 You are to bear 
their sin for the number of days you lie on your 
side. 5I have assigned you the same number of 
days as the years of their sin. So for 390 days you 
will bear the sin of the house of Israel. 

6’After you have finished this, lie down again, 
this time on your right side, and bear the sin of the 
house of Judah. I have assigned you 40 days, a day 
for each year. 7Turn your face toward the siege of 
Jerusalem and with bared arm prophesy against 
her. 51 will tie you up with ropes so that you cannot 
turn from one side to the other until you have 
finished the days of your siege. 

Take wheat and barley, beans and lentils, mil- 
let and spelt; put them in a storage jar and use 
them to make bread for yourself. You are to eat it 
during the 390 days you lie on your side. Weigh | 
out twenty shekels¢ of food to eat each day and eat 
it at set times. 1!Also measure out a sixth of a hiné 
of water and drink it at set times. !2Eat the food as 
you would a barley cake; bake it in the sight of the 
people, using human excrement for fuel.” 3The _ 
Lorp said, “In this way the people of Israel will eat 
defiled food among the nations where I will drive 
them.” 

MThen I said, “Not so, Sovereign Lorp! I have 
never defiled myself. From my youth until now I 
have never eaten anything found dead or torn. by 
wild animals. No unclean meat has ever entered 
my mouth,” 

15"’Very well,” he said, “I will let you bake your 
bread over cow manure instead of human excre- 
ment.” 

16He then said to me: “Son of man, | will cut off 
the supply of food in Jerusalem. The people will 
eat rationed food in anxiety and drink rationed 
water in despair, \7for food and water will be 

scarce. They will be appalled at the sight of each 
other and will waste away because of¢ their sin. 
5 “Now, son of man, take asharp sword and use 

it as a barber's razor to shave your head and 
your beard. Then take a set of scales and divide up 
the hair. 2When the days of your siege come to an 
end, burn a third of the hair with fire inside the 
city. Take a third and strike it with the sword all 
around the city. And scatter a third to the wind. 
For | will pursue them with drawn sword. 3But 
take a few strands of hair and tuck them away in 


the folds of your garment. 4Again, take a few of 
411 Thatis, about 
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‘se and throw them into the fire and burn them 
A fire will spread from there to the whole 
use of Israel 
*This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: This is 
which | have set in the center of the 
ons, with countries all around her. °Yet in her 
wickedness she has rebelled against my laws and 
ees more than the nations and countries 
her. She has rejected my laws and has not 
y decrees. 
fore this is what the Sovereign Lorp 
You have been more unruly than the nations 
‘ou and have not followed my decrees or 
y laws. You have not even? conformed to 
dards of the nations around you. 
’“Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lorp 
says: I myself am against you, Jerusalem, and I will 
ishment on you in the sight of the na- 
ause of all your detestable idols, I will do 
ou what | have never done before and will 
io again. !°Therefore in your midst fathers 
heir children, and children will eat their 
1 will inflict punishment on you and will 
| your survivors to the winds. Therefore 
ly as | live, declares the Sovereign Lorp, 
e you have defiled my sanctuary with all 
le images and detestable practices, | myself 
withdraw my favor; | will not look on you with 
spare you. !2A third of your people will die 
ue or perish by famine inside you; a 
by the sword outside your walls; and 
scatter to the winds and pursue with 
sword 
hen my anger will cease and my wrath 
them will subside, and I will be avenged. 
.nd when I have spent my wrath upon them, they 
will know that I the Lorp have spoken in my zeal. 
| make you a ruin and a reproach among 
1s around you, in the sight of all who pass 
ou will be a reproach and a taunt, a warning 
and an object of horror to the nations around you 
when | inflict punishment on you in anger and in 
wrath and with stinging rebuke. I the Lorp have 
spoken. When I shoot at you with my deadly and 
destructive arrows of famine, I will shoot to de- 
stroy you. | will bring more and more famine upon 
you and cut off your supply of food. 171 will send 
famine and wild beasts against you, and they will 
leave you childless. Plague and bloodshed will 
sweep through you, and I will bring the sword 
against you. I the Lorp have spoken.” 


I wi 


——_—_ TT 


5:5 Navel of the Universe 

Maps dating from the Middle Ages often showed 
Jerusalem and Israel as the center of a flat world. 
The practice probably stemmed from several verses 
like this one, referring to Jerusalem as “the center 
of the nations.” Geography was not what God had 
in mind, however. Jerusalem was at the center of 
his love. A lover might say something similar: 
“You're the center of my universe.” 
——_ 


*7 Most Hebrew manuscnpts; some Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac You have 


manuscripts Riblah 


Israel; prophesy against them jand 
tains of Israel, hear the word 
Lorp. This is what the Sovereign 
mountains and hills, to the ravines 


am about to bring a sword against will 
destroy your high places. #Your will be 
demolished and your incense will be 
smashed; and I will slay your people in front of 


your idols. 51 will lay the dead bodies of the Israel- 
ites in front of their idols, and | will scatter your 
bones around your altars. (Wherever you live, the 
towns will be laid waste and the high places 


have made wiped out. 7Your people will fall slain 
among you, and you will know that lam the Lorp. 

8” But | will spare some, for some of you will 
escape the sword when you are scattered among 
the lands and nations. ’Then in the nations where 
they have been carried captive, those who escape 
will remember me—how I have been grieved by 
their adulterous hearts, which have turned away 
from me, and by their eyes, which have lusted 
after their idols. They will loathe themselves for 
the evil they have done and for all their detestable 
practices. 0And they will know that I am the 
Lorp; | did not threaten in vain to bring this 
calamity on them. 

11” ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorn says: Strike 
your hands together and stamp your feet and cry 
out “Alas!” because of all the wicked and detest- 
able practices of the house of Israel, for they will 
fall by the sword, famine and . 2He that is 
far away will die of the plague, he that is near 
will fall by the sword, and he that survives and is 
spared will die of famine. So will I spend my wrath 
upon them. 13And they will know that I am the 
Lorp, when their people lie slain among their idols 
around their altars, on every high hill and on all 
the mountaintops, under every spreading tree and 
every leafy oak—places where they offered fra- 
grant incense to all their idols. 1#And I will stretch 
out my hand against them and make the land a 
desolate waste from the desert to Diblahb — 
wherever they live. Then they will know that lam 
the Lorp.’ ” : 


6:9 A Dim View of Idolatry 


idols instead. The Hebrew word 
the Old Testament. Some scholars believe the w 


is derived from “pellet of dung,” indicating 
Ezekiel’s scorn. ° LS es eedlte a 
- ilo aniie 


*14 Most Hebrew: 


705 


The End Has Come 


Wy The word of the Lorp came to me: 2Son of 
man, this is what the Sovereign Lorp says to 
the land of Israel: The end! The end has come upon 
the four corners of the land, The end is now upon 
you and | will unleash my anger against you. I will 
judge you according to your conduct and repay 
you forall your detestable practices. 41 will not look 
on you with pity or spare you; I will surely repay 
vou for your conduct and the detestable practices 
among you. Then you will know that I am the 
Lorp. 
5This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: Disas- 
ter! An unheard-of disaster is coming. 6The end 
has come! The end has come! It has roused itself 
against you. It has come! 7Doom has come upon 
you—you who dwell in the land. The time has 
come, the day is near; there is panic, not joy, upon 
the mountains. 81 am about to pour out my wrath 
on you and spend my anger against you; I will 
judge you according to your conduct and repay 
you for all your detestable practices. 91 will not look 
‘on you with pity or spare you; I will repay you in 
accordance with your conduct and the detestable 
practices among you. Then you will know that it is 
I the Lorp who strikes the blow. 
10”The day is here! It has come! Doom has burst 
forth, the rod has budded, arrogance has blos- 
somed! 1!Violence has grown into! a rod to punish 
wickedness; none of the people will be left, none of 
that crowd—no wealth, nothing of value. 12The 
time has come, the day has arrived. Let not the 
buyer rejoice nor the seller grieve, for wrath is 
upon the whole crowd. !3The seller will not recov- 
er the land he has sold as long as both of them live, 
for the vision concerning the whole crowd will not 
be reversed. Because of their sins, not one of them 
will preserve his life. 14Though they blow the 
trumpet and get everything ready, no one will go 
into battle, for my wrath is upon the whole crowd. 
15“Qutside is the sword, inside are plague and 
famine; those in the country will die by the sword, 
and those in the city will be devoured by famine 
and plague. 16All who survive and escape will be 
in the mountains, moaning like doves of the val- 
leys, each because of his sins. !7Every hand will go 
limp, and every knee will become as weak as 
water. 18They will put on sackcloth and be clothed 
with terror. Their faces will be covered with shame 
and their heads will be shaved. !9They will throw 
their silver into the streets, and their gold will be 
an unclean thing. Their silver and gold will not be 
able to save them in the day of the Lorp’s wrath. 
They will not satisfy their hunger or fill their stom- 
achs with it, for it has made them stumble into sin. 
20They were proud of their beautiful jewelry and 
used it to make their detestable idols and vile im- 
ages. Therefore | will turn these into an unclean 
thing for them. 21] will hand it all over as plunder 
to foreigners and as loot to the wicked of the earth, 
and they will defile it. 221 will turn my face away 
from them, and they will desecrate my treasured 
place; robbers will enter it and desecrate it. 


«5 Most Hebrew manuscripts; some Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac Disaster after 


a fiery figure 
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23"Prepare chains, because the land is full of 
bloodshed and the city is full of violence. 41 will 
bring the most wicked of the nations to take 
possession of their houses; I will put an end to the 
pride of the mighty, and their sanctuaries will be 
desecrated. 25When terror comes, they will seek 
peace, but there will be none. 26Calamity upon 
calamity will come, and rumor upon rumor. They 
will try to get a vision from the prophet; the teach- 
ing of the law by the priest will be lost, as will the 
counsel of the elders. 27The king will mourn, the 
prince will be clothed with despair, and the hands 
of the people of the land will tremble. I will deal 
with them according to their conduct, and by their 
own standards I will judge them. Then they will 
know that I am the Lorp.”” 


Idolatry in the Temple 
In the sixth year, in the sixth month on the fifth 


day, while I was sitting in my house and the 

elders of Judah were sitting before me, the hand of 
the Sovereign Lorp came upon me there. 21 
looked, and I saw a figure like that of a man.¢ 
From what appeared to be his waist down he was 
like fire, and from there up his appearance was as 
bright as glowing metal. 3He stretched out what 
looked like a hand and took me by the hair of my 
head. The Spirit lifted me up between earth and 
heaven and in visions of God he took me to Jerusa- 
lem, to the entrance to the north gate of the inner 
court, where the idol that provokes to jealousy 
stood. 4And there before me was the glory of the 
God of Israel, as in the vision I had seen in the 
plain. 

5Then he said to me, “‘Son of man, look toward 
the north.” So I looked, and in the entrance north 
of the gate of the altar I saw this idol of jealousy. 

6And he said to me, “Son of man, do you see 
what they are doing—the utterly detestable things 
the house of Israel is doing here, things that will 
drive me far from my sanctuary? But you will see 
things that are even more detestable.” 

7Then he brought me to the entrance to the 
court. I looked, and I saw a hole in the wall. 8He 
said to me, “Son of man, now dig into the wall.” 
So I dug into the wall and saw a doorway there. 

9And he said to me, “Go in and see the wicked 
and detestable things they are doing here.” 10So I 
went in and looked, and I saw portrayed all over 
the walls all kinds of crawling things and detest- 
able animals and all the idols of the house of Israel, _ 
In front of them stood seventy elders of the 
house of Israel, and Jaazaniah son of Shaphan was 
standing among them. Each had a censer in his 
hand, and a fragrant cloud of incense was rising. 

12He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen 
what the elders of the house of Israel are doing in 
the darkness, each at the shrine of his own idol? 
They say, ‘The Lorp does not see’us; the Lorp has 
forsaken the land.’” 13Again, he said, “You will 
see them doing things that are even more detest- 
able.” 

4Then he brought me to the entrance to the 
north gate of the house of the Lorp, and I saw 


¥11 Or The violent one has become 2 Or saw 
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1 the wheels went with them. They stopped at 
virance to the east gate of the Lowp’s house, 
snd the glory of the God of Israel was above them, 

These were the living creatures I had seen 
beneath the God of lerael by the Kebar River, and | 
ized that they were cherubim, 2!Bach had four 
sand four wings, and under their wings was 
what looked like the hands of a man, 2Their faces 
had the same appearance as those | had seen by 
the Kebur River. Each one went straight ahead. 


fa 


Leaders 
ed me up and brought me 
house of the Loxo that 
There at the entrance to the gate were 
: men, and | saw among them Jaazaniah 
zzur and Pelatiah son of Benaiah, leaders 
« people. 7The Loxo said to me, “Son of man, 
» are the men who are plotting evil and giving 
advice in this city. They say, “Will it not 
be time to build houses” This city is a cook- 
% pot, and we are the meat.’ 4Therefore prophe- 
/ against them; prophesy, son of man.” 
n the Spirit of the Lorp came upon me, and 
rid me to say: This is what the Lorp says: 
That is what you are saying, O house of Israel, but 
I know what is going through your mind. ®You 
killed many people in this city and filled its 
with the dead 
herefore this is what the Sovereign Lorp 
The bodies you have thrown there are the 
meat and this city is the pot, but I will drive you out 
of it. *You fear the sword, and the sword is what I 
will bring against you, declares the Sovereign 
Logo. 4 will drive you out of the city and hand you 
over to foreigners and inflict punishment on you. 
WYou will fall oy the sword, and | will execute 
judgment on you at the borders of Israel. Then you 
will know that | am the Lorp. !This city will not be 
a pot for you, nor will you be the meat in it; I will 
execute judgment on you at the borders of Israel. 
'2And you will know that I am the Loro, for you 
have not followed my decrees or kept my laws but 
have conformed to the standards of the nations 
around you.” 

Now as I was prophesying, Pelatiah son of 
Benaiah died. Then | fell facedown and cried out in 
a loud voice, “Ah, Sovereign Lor! Will you com- 
pletely destroy the remnant of Israel?” 

4sThe word of the Lorp came to me: 15“Son of 
man, your brothers—your brothers who are your 
blood relatives’ and the whole house of Israel— 
are those of whom the people of Jerusalem have 
said, ‘They are< far away from the Lorp; this land 
was given to us as our possession.” 


hav 


Promised Return of Israel 


Therefore say: ‘This is what the Sovereign 
Loxp says: Although I sent them far away among 
the nations and scattered them among the coun- 
tries, yet for a little while I have been a sanctuary 

* for them in the countries where they have gone.” 

17’ Therefore say: ‘This is what the Sovereign 
Loxp says: | will gather you from the nations and 
43 Or Thus 6 
Of Jerusalem have said, ’Stay 


not the time to build houses, 
424 Or Chaldea 


°15 Or are in exile with you (see Septuagint and Syriac) 


EZEKIEL 12:11 
briny back from the countries where you have 
been scatieresy areal will give you beck the land of 


lorael again,’ 


them a heart of flesh, 2°Then they will iene ay 
decrees and be careful to D 
be my people, and | will be God, aisha for 
those whose hearts are devoted to their vile 

and detestable idols, | will bring down on their 
own heads what they have done, declares the Sov~ 
ereign Lowo.” 

2Then the cherubim, with the wheels beside 
them, spread their wings, and the glory of the God 
of Israel wag above them. 2*The glory of the Lorp 
went up from within the city and s above 
the mountain east of it. “The Spirit me up 
and brought me to the exiles in Babyloniad in the 
vision given by the Spirit of God. 

‘Then the vision | had seen went up from Me, _ 
2®and | told the exiles everything the Lorp had 
shown me. » suede 
The Exile Symbolized i 


1 The word of the Lon came to me: 2Son of 

man, you are living among a rebellious 
people. They have eyes to see but do not see and 
ears to hear but do not hear, for they are a rebel- 
lious people. 

¥ Therefore, son of man, pack your belongings 
for exile and in the daytime, as they watch, set out 
and go from where you are to another place. Per- 
haps they will understand, though they are a re- 
bellious house. 4During the daytime, while they 
watch, bring out your belongings packed for exile. 
Then in the evening, while they are watching, go 
out like those who go’ into exile. SWhile 
watch, dig through the wall and take your belong- 
ings out through it, 6Put them on your shoulder as 
they are watching and carry them out at dusk. 
Cover your face so that you cannot see the land, 
for | have made you a sign to the house of Israel.’ 

7So | did as I was commanded. During the day I 
brought out my things packed for exile. Then in 
the evening I dug through the wall with my hands, 
I took my belongings out at dusk, carrying them on 
my shoulders while they watched. 

8In the morning the word of the Lorp came to 
me: 9Son of man, did not that rebellious house of 
Israel ask you, ‘What are you doing?’ 


lo”’Say to them, ‘This is what. the 
eet, 


. 


Lorp says: This oracle concerns 
Jerusalem and the whole house of Israel are 
there.’ Say to them, ‘lamasignto you,” 


12:12 Out Through the Hol: 
Ezekiel’s prediction of Jerusalem’s leader leaving 
through hole isthe wall was iteralty fated. 
You can read about it in 2 Kings 25:4-7 or 
Jeremiah 39:4-7. i $ j 


“15 Or those to whom the people 
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“As Ihave done, soit will be done to them. They 
will go into exile as captives. 
12"The prince among them will put his things on 
his shoulder at dusk and leave, and a hole will be 
dug in the wall for him to go through. He will 
cover his face so that he cannot see the land. 51 
will spread my net for him, and he will be caught 
in my snare; | will bring him to Babylonia, the land 
of the Chaldeans, but he will not see it, and there 
he will die. !4] will scatter to the winds all those 
around him—his staff and all his troops—and I 
will pursue them with drawn sword. 
15"They will know that I am the Lorp, when I 
disperse them among the nations and scatter them 
through the countries. !6But I will spare a few of 
them from the sword, famine and plague, so that 
in the nations where they go they may acknowl- 
edge all their detestable practices. Then they will 
know that I am the Lorp.” 
17The word of the Lorp came to me: 18“Son of 
man, tremble as you eat your food, and shudder in 
fear as you drink your water. !9Say to the people of 
the land: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says 
about those living in Jerusalem and in the land of 
Israel: They will eat their food in anxiety and drink 
their water in despair, for their land will be 
stripped of everything in it because of the violence 
of all who live there. 2°The inhabited towns will be 
laid waste and the land will be desolate. Then you 
will know that | am the Lorp.’” 
21The word of the Lorp came to me: 22”Son of 
man, what is this proverb you have in the land of 
Israel: ‘The days go by and every vision comes to 
nothing’? 23Say to them, ‘This is what the Sover- 
eign Lorp says: I am going to put an end to this 
proverb, and they will no longer quote it in Israel.’ 
Say to them, ‘The days are near when every vision 
will be fulfilled. 24For there will be no more false 
visions or flattering divinations among the people 
of Israel. 25But I the Lorp will speak what I will, 
and it shall be fulfilled without delay. For in your 
days, you rebellious house, I will fulfill whatever I 
say, declares the Sovereign Lorp.’ ” 
26The word of the Lorp came to me: 27”Son of 
man, the house of Israel is saying, ‘The vision he 
sees is for many years from now, and he prophe- 
sies about the distant future.” 
28Therefore say to them, ‘This is what the Sov- 
ereign Lorp says: None of my words will be 
delayed any longer; whatever I say will be fulfilled, 
declares the Sovereign Lorp.’ ” 


False Prophets Condemned 


The word of the Lorp came to me: 2“Son of 
1 man, prophesy against the prophets of Is- 
rael who are now prophesying. Say to those who 
prophesy out of their own imagination: “Hear the 
word of the Lorp! 3This is what the Sovereign 
Lorp says: Woe to the foolish prophets who fol- 
low their own spirit and have seen nothing! 4Your 
prophets, O Israel, are like jackals among ruins. 
5You have not gone up to the breaks in the wall to 
repair it for the house of Israel so that it will stand 
firm in the battle on the day of the Lorp. Their 


#3 Or wicked °14 Or the city 


say, “The Lorp declares,” when the 1as not 
sent them; yet they expect their words to be ful 
filled. 7Have you not seen false visions and uttered 

lying divinations when you say, “The Lorp de- 
clares,” though | have not spoken? 

8” ‘Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lorp 
says: Because of your false words and lying vi- 
sions, I am against you, declares the Sovereign 
Lorp. 9My hand will be against the prophets who 
see false visions and utter lying divinations. They 
will not belong to the council of my people or be 
listed in the records of the house of Israel, nor will 
they enter the land of Israel. Then you will know 
that I am the Sovereign Lorp. 

10” ‘Because they lead my people astray, saying, 
“Peace,” when there is no peace, because, 
when a flimsy wall is built, they cover it with 
whitewash, !!therefore tell those who cover it with 
whitewash that it is going to fall. Rain will come in 
torrents, and I will send hailstones hurtling down, 
and violent winds will burst forth. !23When the wall 
collapses, will people not ask you, “‘Where is the 
whitewash you covered it with?” 

13” ‘Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lorp 
says: In my wrath I will unleash a violent wind, 
and in my anger hailstones and torrents of rain will 
fall with destructive fury. 141 will tear down the 
wall you have covered with whitewash and will 
level it to the ground so that its foundation will be ‘ 
laid bare. When it? falls, you will be destroyed in 
it; and you will know that lam the Lorp. 15SoI will 
spend my wrath against the wall and against those 
who covered it with whitewash. I will say to you, 
“The wall is gone and so are those who white- 
washed it, !6those prophets of Israel who prophe- 
sied to Jerusalem and saw visions of peace for her 
when there was no peace, declares the Sovereign 
Lorp.”’’ 

17’Now, son of man, set your face against the 
daughters of your people who prophesy out of 
their own imagination. Prophesy against them , 
i8and say, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: 
Woe to the women who sew magic charms on all 
their wrists and make veils of various lengths for 


13:10 Whitewash 
The Hebrew word ee et daaglcatt means 
“te iter he i a 

(0 plaster over. ire is Doon ‘e 


strip off their coat of whitewash, and the flawed 
wall will collapse. In contrast, real prophets were 
unafraid of exposing the truth, however bad, for 
only then c remedied. 


be i 
Ezekiel 13:6-9 asserts that the false prophets 
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their heads in order to ensnare people. Will you 
ensnare the lives of my people but preserve your 
own? 19You have profaned me among my people 
fora few handfuls of barley and scraps of bread. By 
lying to my people, who listen to lies, you have 
killed those who should not have died and have 
spared those who should not live 

20” ‘Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lorp 
says: | am against your magic charms with which 
you ensnare people like birds and I will tear them 
from your arms; | will set free the people that you 
ensnare like birds. 2!I will tear off your veils and 
save my people from your hands, and they will no 
longer fall prey to your power. Then you will know 
that | am the Lorp. Because you disheartened 
the righteous with your lies, when I had brought 


wicked not to tum from their evil 

their lives, [therefore you will no longer see false 
visions or practice divination. I will save my 
people from your hands. And then you will know 
that lam the Loap.’” 


Idolaters Condemned 
1 Some of the elders of Israel came to me and 
sat down in front of me. 7Then the word of 

the Loxp came to me: "Son of man, these men 

have set up idols in their hearts and put wicked 
stumbling blocks before their faces. Should I let 
them inquire of meat all? ‘Therefore speak to them 
and tell them, This is what the Sovereign Lomp 
says: When any Israelite sets up idols in his heart 
and puts a wicked ling block before his face 
and then goes to a prophet, I the Loxp will answer 


them no grief, and because you encouraged the 


MS #&#&#& = 


The Sad Truth 
Ezekiel became popular overnight—but the praise was empty 


My people come to you . . . and sit before you to listen to your words, but they do not put them into ~ 
practice.” 33:31 


G= warned Ezekiel it would be a terrible job. Nobody would listen to his . He would tes 
tind his own people “‘hardened and obstinate” (3:7). And how would God help him? “Iwill 


make you as unyielding and hardened as they are” (3:8). 

As a result Ezekiel lived a lonely lite. Those few who believed his prophecies expected nothing 
to happen in their lifetime (12:27). People thought of Ezekiel as someone just stories 
(20:49). They couldn't believe that God would let Jerusalem fall, as Ezekiel was 
predicting. 


Then, after years of prophecy, news came that Babylon had Jerusalem (33:21). + 
Suddenly Ezekiel was popular. People talked about him, flocked to hear his words, " 
devotion. But they listened to Ezekiel without changing their hearts. He was just someone “who 
sings love songs with a beautiful voice” (33:32). The people heard his words but did not put them = 


into practice. 


A Dreadful Message 
In some ways Ezekiel could sympathize with the people's negative 


message either; sometimes it horrified him. Twice, seeing God's j 
horror, crying out (9:8; 11:13). When God told him to cook food on excrement, a symbol 


of defilement, he was too shocked to’agree (4:14). When his wife, “the delight of his eyes,” died, 
he was not even allowed to weep (24:15-24). 
task God had him: 


Ezekiel had to subordinate ordinary human emotions to the unj 
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, and to tell it in a way that 


Israelites could not ignore. “As surely as | live, declares the Sovereign Loxp, | take no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your 


evil ways! Why will you die, O house of Israel?” (33:11). 


Phony Optimism 

The false prophets, by contrast, tended to be optimists. They overlooked their nation’s 
corruption and predicted that everything would work out. Chapter 13 records Ezekiel's words 
against them. “Woe to the foolish prop! who follow their own spirit and have seen nothing!” 
he said (13:3). They would “whitewash” a bad situation with claims that Gad could never let 


Jerusalem) be destroyed (13: 10-16). 

In the end Ezekiel got to deliver genuine good news: the promise of restored life. He saw a 
vision that still lives in song: scattered, bleached bones coming to life (37:1-14). In another vision, 
he saw God return to live in Jerusalem (43:1-5). Ezekiel didn’t to see these 
fulfilled. But you can be sure he enjoyed making them far more than he enjoyed his predictions of 


disaster. 


Life Questions: Is there any place today for “bad news” of the kind Ezekiel proclaimed? 
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him myself in keeping with his great idolatry. 51 
will do this to recapture the hearts of the people of 
Israel, who have all deserted me for their idols.” 

6’Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘This is 
what the Sovereign Lorp says: Repent! Turn from 
your idols and renounce all your detestable prac- 
tices! 


When any Israelite or any alien living in Is- 
rael separates himself from me and sets up idols in 
his heart and puts a wicked stumbling block before 
his face and then goes to a prophet to inquire of 
me, I the Lorp will answer him myself. 81 will set 
my face against that man and make him an exam- 
ple and a byword. I will cut him off from my 
people, Then you will know that | am the Lorp. 

9%” ‘And if the prophet is enticed to utter a 
prophecy, | the Lorp have enticed that prophet, 
and | will stretch out my hand against him and 
destroy him from among my people Israel. !They 
will bear their guilt—the prophet will be as guilty 
as the one who consults him. !'Then the people of 

Israel will no longer stray from me, nor will they 

defile themselves anymore with all their sins. They 

will be my people, and I will be their God, declares 
the Sovereign Lor.’ ” 


Judgment Inescapable 
12The word of the Lorp came to me: 13Son of 
man, if a country sins against me by being unfaith- 
ful and I stretch out my hand against it to cut off its 
food supply and send famine upon it and kill its 
men and their animals, !4even if these three men— 
Noah, Daniel¢ and Job—were in it, they could 
save only themselves by their righteousness, de- 
clares the Sovereign Lorp 
15“Or if | send wild beasts through that country 
and they leave it childless and it becomes desolate 
so that no one can pass through it because of the 
beasts, 16as surely as | live, declares the Sovereign 
Lorp, even if these three men were in it, they 
could not save their own sons or daughters. They 
alone would be saved, but the land would be deso- 
late 
17”Or if | bring a sword against that country and 
say, ‘Let the sword pass throughout the land,’ and 
I kill its men and their animals, !8as surely as | live, 
declares the Sovereign Lorp, even if these three 
men were in it, they could not save their own sons 
or daughters. They alone would be saved. 
19Or if | send a plague into that land and pour 
out my wrath upon it through bloodshed, killing 
its men and their animals, 2°as surely as I live, 
declares the Sovereign Lorp, even if Noah, Daniel 
and Job were in it, they could save neither son nor 
daughter. They would save only themselves by 
their righteousness. 
21’For this is what the Sovereign Lorp says: 
How much worse will it be when I send against 
Jerusalem my four dreadful judgments—sword 
and famine and wild beasts and plague—to kill its 
men and their animals! 22Yet there will be some 
survivors—sons and daughters who will be 
brought out of it. They will come to you, and when 


#14 Or Danel; the Hebrew spelling may suggest a person other than the prophet Daniel; also in verse 20. 


710 


you see their conduct and their actions, you ja 
consoled regarding the disaster | have 

upon Jerusalem—every disaster I have 

upon it. 23You will be consoled when you seetheir 
conduct and their actions, for you will know that T 
have done nothing in it without cause, declares the 
cr ea 


Sovereign Lorp.”” 7 
Jerusalem, A Useless Vine “5 he 
1 The word of the Lorp came to me: 2Son of 
man, how is the wood of a vine better than 
that of a branch on any of the trees in the forest? r 
wood ever taken from it to make anything useful? 
Do they make pegs from it to hang things on? 
4And after it is thrown on the fire as fuel and the 
fire burns both ends and chars the middle, is it 
then useful for anything? 5If it was not useful for 
anything when it was whole, how much. 
be made into something useful when the 
burned it and it is charred? — ugh 
6"Therefore this is what the Sovereign 
says: As I have given the wood of the vine among. 
the trees of the forest as fuel for the fire, so will 1 
treat the people living in Jerusalem. 71 will set my 
face against them. Although they have come out of 
the fire, the fire will yet consume them. And when 
I set my face against them, you will know that lam 
the Lorp. §I will make the land desolate because 
they have been unfaithful, declares the Sovereign 
Lor.” 7 
An Allegory of Unfaithful Jerusalem > uJ 
1 The word of the Lorp came to me: 2’’Son of — 
man, confront Jerusalem with her detest- 
able practices 3and say, ‘This is what the So: 
Lorp says to Jerusalem: Your ancestry and 
were in the land of the Canaanites; your father was 
an Amorite and your mother a Hittite. 4On the day 
you were born your cord was not cut, nor were _ 
you washed with water to make you clean, nor 
were you rubbed with salt or wrapped in cloths, — 
5No one looked on you with pity or had compas- — 
sion enough to do any of these things for you. 
Rather, you were thrown out into the open field, 
for on the day you were born you were despised. — 
6 ‘Then I passed by and saw you kicking about — 
in your blood, and as you lay there in your blood | _ 
said to you, “Livel’”’ 71 made you grow like a plant — 
of the field. You grew up and developed and 
became the most beautiful of jewels.¢ Your breasts — 
were formed and your hair grew, you who were — 
naked and bare. » aa oe 
8” ‘Later I passed by, and when I looked 
and saw that you were old enough 
spread the corner of my garment elt 
covered your nakedness. I gave you my so 
oath and entered into a covenant with you, ¢ 
clares the Sovereign Lorp, and you became 
| bathed4 you with water and w. 
blood from you and put 
clothed you with an 
leather sandals on you. I dressed you in 
and covered you with costly garments. 


manuscripts, Septuagint and Syriac; most Hebrew manuscripts “Live!” Aaa ata ther yous eae pe : 
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VOLUN fewelAe Ppt brveetets OF YOUR ants and 
Crrocktae around vane aeek, and 1 pute ring or 
cove awe, earrings on your ears and a beautiful 
chawrran your head. SO you were adomed with 
gold ane ailver clothes were offing linen and 
Costhy fabric and embrottered: cloth Your food 
Hine Hour, honey and olive oll, You became 
Vural anel rose to be a queen, MAnd your 
oat among the nations on account ofyour 
trout se the splendor | had given you 
made your beauty perfect, declares the Sovereign 
Lory 

ieRat you tasted in your beauty and used 
your fame to become a prostitute, You lavished 
your favors on anyone who passed by and your 
beauty became his.¢ leYou took some of your gat 
ments to make gaudy high places, where you car: 
rect on vour prostitution, Such things should not 
happen, nor should they ever occur, You also 
took the fine jewelry I gave you, the jewelry made 
ot my gold and silver, and you made for yourself 
male idols and engaged in prostitution with them, 
“And you took your embroidered clothes to put 
on them, and you offered my oil and incense be 
tore them. Also the food | provided for youe+the 
fine flour, olive oil and honey I gave you to 
you offered as fragrant incense before them. That 
is what happened, declares the Sovereign Lorp. 
And you took your sons and daughters 
whem you bore to me and sacrificed them as food 
to the idols, Was your prostitution not enough? 
You slaughtered my children and sacrificed 
them? to the idols. 22In all your detestable prac- 
tices and your prostitution you did not remember 
the days of your youth, when you were naked and 

bare, kicking about in your blood 
Woe! Woe to you, declares the Sovereign 

Loxp. In addition to_all your other wickedness, 

éyou built a mound for yourself and made a lofty 

shrine in every public square. 5At the head of 
every street you built your lofty shrines and de- 
graded your beauty, offering your body with in- 
creasing promiscuity to anyone who passed by. 
26You engaged in prostitution with the Egyptians, 
your lustful neighbors, and provoked me to anger 
with your increasing promiscuity. 27So | stretched 
out my hand against you and reduced your terri- 
tory; | gave you over to the greed of your enemies, 
the daughters of the Philistines, who were 
shocked by your lewd conduct. You engaged in 
prostitution with the Assyrians too, because you 
were insatiable; and even after that, you still were 
not satisfied. 29Then you increased your promiscu- 
ity to include Babylonia,¢ a land of merchants, but 
even with this you were not satisfied. 

30” ‘How weak-willed you are, declares the Sov- 
ereign Lorp, when you do all these things, acting 
like a brazen prostitute! 31!When you built your 
mounds at the head of every street and made your 
lofty shrines in every public square, you were un- 
like a prostitute, because you scorned payment. 

32” You adulterous wife! You prefer strangers to 
your own husband! 33Every prostitute receives a 


was 
vory be 
yr 


21 Or and made them pass through the fire” °29. Or Chaldea 
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joo, bi to all your lovers, belli 
f it Vou give pitta to al 


them to come to you fron evel for your | 
illicit favors. “Ho in your prostitution you Aare the: 


opponite of others, no one rane after you for your — 

tavors. You are the very opponite, for you give 

payment and none in given to you, ) 
8 "Therefore, you prostitute, hear the word of 


the Lonp! “This is what the Sovereign LORD Haye) 
Hecause you poured out your wealth! and @x= 
posed your nakedness in your promiscuity with, 
your lovers, and because of all your detestable 
idols, and because you gave them your children’s 
blood, “therefore Lam going to gather all your 
lovers, with whom you found pleasure, those you 
loved as well as those you hated, [will gather theny 
against you from all around and will strip you in 
front of them, and they will see all your naked» 
ness, M1 will sentence you to the punishment of 
women who commit adultery and who shed 
blood; | will bring upon you the blood vengeance | 
of my wrath and jealous anger. %Then | will hand 
you over to your lovers, and they will tear down 
Your mounds and destroy your lofty shrines, They 
will strip you of your clothes and take “es fine 
jewelry and leave you naked and bare. ey will 
bring a mob against you, who will stone yan and 
hack you to pieces with their swords, 4!They will 
burn down your houses and inflict punishment on 
you in the sight of many women. | will put a stop 

to your prostitution, and you will no longer pay 
your lovers. “Then my wrath against you will sub- 
side and my jealous anger will turn away from 
you; | will be calm and no longer angry. 

43” ‘Because you did not remember the days of 
your youth but enraged me with all these things, 1 
will surely bring down on your head what you 
have done, declares the Sovereign Lorp. Did you 
not et lewdness to all your other detestable prac- 
tices? 

44” ‘Everyone who quotes proverbs will quote 
this proverb about you: “Like mother, like daugh- 
ter.” 4SYou are a true daughter of your mother, 
who despised her husband and her children; and — 
you are a true sister of your sisters, who despised 
their husbands and their children. Your mother 
was a Hittite and your father an Amorite. “Your 
older sister was Samaria, who lived to the north of 
you with her daughters; and your younger sister, 
who lived to the south of you with her daughters, 
was Sodom. 47You not only walked in their ways 
and copied their detestable practices, but in all 
your ways you soon became more depraved than 
they. 48As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign 
Lorp, your sister Sodom and her daughters never 
did what you and your daughters have done. 

49” Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: — 
She and her daughters were arrogant, overfed and 
unconcerned; they did not help the poor and 
needy. They were haughty and did detestable 
things before me. Therefore | did away with them. 


as you have seen. 5!Samaria did not commit half 


the sins you did. You have done more detestable 


things than they, and have made yoursisters seem _ 
15 Most Hebrew manuscripts; one Hebrew manuscript (see some Septuagint manuscripts) vg ‘Such a thing should not ian : 


a ee 
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righteous by all these things you have done, 82Bear 
your disgrace, for you have furnished some justifi- 
cation for your sisters. Because your sins were 
more vile than theirs, they appear more righteous 
than you. So then, be ashamed and bear your 
disgrace, for you have made your sisters appear 
righteous. 

S’ ‘However, | will restore the fortunes of 
Sodom and her daughters and of Samaria and her 
daughters, and your fortunes along with them, 
“so that you. may bear your disgrace and be 
ashamed of all you have done in giving them com- 
fort, SAnd your sisters, Sodom with her daugh- 
ters and Samaria with her daughters, will return to 
what they were before; and you and your daugh- 
ters will return to what you were before. ®You 
would not even mention your sister Sodom in the 
day of your pride, 57before your wickedness was 
uncovered. Even so, you are now scorned by the 
daughters of Edomé# and all her neighbors and the 
daughters of the Philistines—all those around you 
who despise you. “You will bear the conse- 

quences of your lewdness and your detestable 
practices, declares the Lorp. 
59” ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says; | will 
deal with you as you deserve, because you have 
despised my oath by breaking the covenant. “Yet 
I will remember the covenant | made with you in 
the days of your youth, and I will establish an 
everlasting covenant with you. ®!Then you will 
remember your ways and be ashamed when you 
receive your sisters, both those who are older than 
you and those who are younger. I will give them to 
you as daughters, but not on the basis of my cov- 
enant with you. 6So I will establish my covenant 
with you, and you will know that I am the Lorp, 
63Then, when | make atonement for you for all you 
have done, you will remember and be ashamed 
and never again open your mouth because of your 
humiliation, declares the Sovereign Lorp.’” 


Two Eagles and a Vine 


The word of the Lorp came to me: 2“Son of 
1 man, set forth an allegory and tell the house 
of Israel a parable. 3Say to them, ‘This is what the 
Sovereign Lorp says: A great eagle with powerful 
wings, long feathers and full plumage of varied 
colors came to Lebanon. Taking hold of the top of 
a cedar, 4he broke off its topmost shoot and carried 
it away toa land of merchants, where he planted it 
in a city of traders. 
5” ‘He took some of the seed of your land and 
put it in fertile soil. He planted it like a willow by 
abundant water, Sand it sprouted and became a 


16:49 The Sin of Sodom 

Why had God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah? 
The Genesis 19 account suggests sexual perversion 
and violence as the cause. Ezekiel here adds an 
interesting aspect: arrogant, uncaring wealth. The 
attempt at homosexual rape, chronicled in 
Genesis, was only part of a bigger problem. 


457 Many Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac; most Hebrew manuscnpts, Septuagint and Vulgate Aram 
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low, spreading vine. Its branches turned tow 
him, but its roots remained under it. Soit n 
vine and produced branches and put out 

‘boughs. ; » an: 

7 ‘But there was another with 
erful wings and full Sue te ne SOME > 
out its roots toward him from the plot where it was _ 
planted and stretched out its branches to him for. 
water, It had been planted in good soil by abun- 
dant water so that it would produce branches, bear 
fruit and become a splendid vine.’ 

*Say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp 
says: Will it thrive? Will it not be uprooted and 
stripped of its fruit so that it withers? All its new 
growth will wither. It will not take a strong arm or 
many people to pull it up by the roots. Even if it 
is transplanted, will it thrive? Will it not wither 
completely when the east wind strikes it—wither 
away in the plot where it grew?’ “” 

Then the word of the Lorp came to me: !2/Say 
to this rebellious house, ‘Do you not know what 
these things mean?’ Say to them: ‘The king of Bab- 
ylon went to Jerusalem and carried off her king 
and her nobles, bringing them back with him to — 
Babylon. '8Then he took a member of the royal 
family and made a treaty with him, putting him _ 
under oath. He also carried away the leading men — 
of the land, M4so that the kingdom would be 
brought low, unable to rise again, surviving only 
by keeping his treaty. 15But the king rebelled 
against him by sending his envoys to Egypt to get 
horses and a large army. Will he succeed? Will he 
who does such things escape? Will he break the 
treaty and yet escape? As 

16” ‘As surely as | live, declares the 
Lorp, he shall die in Babylon, in the land of the 
king who put him on the throne, whose oath he 
despised and whose treaty he broke. 17Pharaoh 
with his mighty army and great horde will be of no 
help to him in war, when ramps are built and siege 
works erected to destroy many lives. 18He de- _ 
spised the oath by breaking the covenant. Because 
he had given his hand in pledge and yet did all 
these things, he shall not escape, : 

19” ‘Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lorp 
says: As surely as | live, I will bring down on his — 
head my oath that he despised and my covenant — 
that he broke. 201 will spread my net for him, and. 
he will be caught in my snare. | will bring him to. 
Babylon and execute judgment upon him there — 
because he was unfaithful to me. 2/All his fleeing 
troops will fall by the sword, and the survivors will _ 
be scattered to the winds. Then you will know that 
I the Lorp have spoken. nits 

2” ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: | my- 
self will take a shoot from the very top of a cedar 
and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig from. 
topmost shoots and plant it on a high and 

in heights of | 


mountain. 3On the mountain 


that I the Lorp | 


now 


Na ETAL VO 


the low tree grow all tary ap the mrene tree and Wil wise m mma Nive? He wall nent 


make the dry tree feuriah dart all thewe detestathe he ve 
1 ihe Vass have spoken, and twill dow’ ” Son anos tastacedetioe a 
0 But surtane Wigan ee : 
The Soul Who Sine WI Die the sire his commana, aed then 
Fhe word of the Lowe came tomer” What ett het dows nh do sich things: —« eaves 
1 8 1 you people mean by quoting tie provers te dows not eat at the mountain shrines ~ Iw 
about tive lacie OF Torna 1 Nook 10 the idole of the henuse of Worm, 
The fathers eat sour grapes, He dows riot defile hie neighbors wile Qa 
and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? ‘ble dues not oppress anyone ‘ 
As y an | live, declares the Sovereign or require a pledye Sor a \oaty. Pon 
ill no longer quote this provert in He does not commit . " 
very living soul belongs to me, the but gives his food to the 
» well an the son-—-both alike belong, to me and provides clothiny, for the naked, ‘ 
ul who sins is the one whe will die 17He withholds hie hand from sine 
and takes no usury of excessive interest, 
Suppose there ie a righteous man He keeps my laws and follows my decrees. : 
who does what is just and right He will not die for hie 6 sins hewi 4 
+he does not eat at the mountain shrines father o murely 
or look to the idols of the house of Ierael live, #But his father will die for his own sin, be- 
He does not defile his neighbor's wife cause he practiced extortion, robbed his : 
or lie with a woman during her period and did what was wrong among his people. et 
He does not opp anyone, Yet you ask, ‘Why does the son not share 
bul returns what he took in pledge for a guilt of his father” Since the son has done what is 
loan just and right and has been careful to keep all my 
He does not commit robbery decrees, he will surely live. “The soul who sins is 
but gives his food to the hungry the one who will die, The son will not share the 
and provides clothing for the naked, guilt of the father, nor will the father share the 
He does not lend at usury guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous 
or take excessive interest, man will be credited to him, and the wickedness of — 
He withholds his hand from doing wrong the wicked will be charged against him. 
and judges fairly between man and man. 20”"But if a wicked man turns anny ome 
‘He follows my decrees sins he has committed and keeps all my decrees 
and faithfully keeps my laws. and does what is just and right, he will surely live; 
That man is righteous; he will not die. 2None of the offenses he has com- 
he will surely live, mitted will be remembered against him. Because 


declares the Sovereign Lorp. __ of the righteous things he has done, he will live. 
BDo | take any pleasure in the death of 


10’Suppose he has a violent son, who sheds wicked? declares the Sovereign Logo. reninctt 
blood or does any of these other things’ (though z “ if 


the father has done none of them): nt when they ee frome beet 
“He eats at the mountain shrines. 24”"But if a righteous man turns from his right- 
He defiles his neighbor's wife. eousness and commits sin and does the same de- 
12He oppresses the poor and needy. testable things the wicked man does, will he live? 
He commits robbery. None of the righteous things he has done will be 
He does not return what he took in pledge. remembered. Because of the unfaithfulness he is 
He looks to the idols. guilty of and because of the sins he has committed, 
He does detestable things. he will die. ' c 

13He lends at usury and takes excessive interest. 25'Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” 
Hear, O house of Israel: Is my way unjust? Is it not 

your ways that are unjust? 26If a righteous man 


18:2 Jeremiah and Ezekiel 

This proverb, which suggests the way children pay 
for their parents’ sins, was also quoted by Jeremiah 18:25 God Is Unfair? 

(Jeremiah 31:29). While Ezekiel did his work in “The way of the Lord is not just” bly was less 
Babylon, Jeremiah carried out a parallel work in a complaint than a fatalistic sigh, much like our 
Jerusalem. Neither mentions the other, but their saying, “Life isn’t fair.” People had lost any sense 


messages carry many similarities. Note particularly _ that they were because of their sins. They 
Jeremiah 1:14-19; 3:6-13; 6:27-30; 8:10-11; were saying that it no difference how they 
15:1-2; 16:5-8; 23:16-40; 24; 29; 31:27-34; acted. Determined to break down this attitude, 
39—all passages that have close parallels in God guaranteed forgiveness for those who turn 
Ezekiel. away from their sins. mod 


#8 Or take interest; similarly in verses 13. and 17 *10. Or things toa brother <17 Septuagint (see also verse §); Hebrew from the 
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turns from his righteousness and commits sin, he 
will die for it; because of the sin he has committed 
he will die. 27But if a wicked man turns away from 
the wickedness he has committed and does whatis 
just and right, he will save his life. 28Because he 
considers all the offenses he has committed and 
turns away from them, he will surely live; he will 
not die. 2°Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of 
the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways unjust, O house 
of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 

30” Therefore, O house of Israel, I will judge you, 
each one according to his ways, declares the Sover- 
eign Lorp. Repent! Turn away from all your of- 
fenses; then sin will not be your downfall. 31Rid 
yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, 
and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you 
die, O house of Israel? 32For I take no pleasure in 
the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lorp. 
Repent and live! 


A Lament for Israel’s Princes 


19 


“What a lioness was your mother 
among the lions! 
She lay down among the young lions 
and reared her cubs, 
3She brought up one of her cubs, 
and he became a strong lion 
He learned to tear the prey 
and he devoured men. 
4The nations heard about him, 
and he was trapped in their pit. 
They led him with hooks 
to the land of Egypt 


“Take up a lament concerning the princes of 
Israel 2and say: 


5” ‘When she saw her hope unfulfilled, 
her expectation gone, 
she took another of her cubs 
and made him a strong lion. 
6He prowled among the lions, 
for he was now a strong lion. 
He learned to tear the prey 
and he devoured men. 
7He broke downs their strongholds 
and devastated their towns. 
The land and all who were in it 
were terrified by his roaring. 
8Then the nations came against him, 
those from regions round about. 
They spread their net for him, 
and he was trapped in their pit. 
9With hooks they pulled him into a cage 
and brought him to the king of Babylon. 
They put him in prison, 
so his roar was heard no longer 
on the mountains of Israel. 


10” ‘Your mother was like a vine in your 
vineyard? 
planted by the water; 
it was fruitful and full of branches 
because of abundant water. 
1]fts branches were strong; 


47 Targum (see Septuagint); Hebrew He knew 
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-fit for a ruler’s scepter. 
It towered high 
above the thick foliage, 
conspicuous for its height 
and for its many branches. 
12But it was uprooted in fury 
and thrown to the ground. 
The east wind made it shrivel, 
it was stripped of its fruit; 
its strong branches withered i 
and fire consumed them. 
13Now it is planted in the desert, 
in a dry and thirsty land. 
14Fire spread from one of its maine branches 
and consumed its fruit. 
No strong branch is left on it 
fit for a ruler’s scepter.’ 


This is a lament and is to be used as a lament.” 


Rebellious Israel 

2 In the seventh year, in the fifth month on 
the tenth day, some of the elders of Israel 

came to inquire of the Lorp, and they sat down in: 

front of me. 

2Then the word of the Lorp came to me; Son. 

of man, speak to the elders of Israel and say to 
them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: Have 
you come to inquire of me? As surely as I live, I will 
not let you inquire of me, declares the Sovereign 
Lorp.’ 

4’Will you judge them? Will you judge them, 
son of man? Then confront them with the detest- 
able practices of their fathers 5and say to them: 
‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: On the day 
I chose Israel, I swore with uplifted hand to the 
descendants of the house of Jacob and revealed 
myself to them in Egypt. With uplifted hand I said 
to them, “I am the Lorp your God.”’ 6On that day 
I swore to them that I would bring them out of 
Egypt into a landjl had searched out for them, a 
land flowing with milk and honey, the most 
beautiful of all lands. 7And I said to them, “Each of 
you, get rid of the vile images you have set your 
eyes on, and do not defile yourselves with the 
idols of Egypt. I am the Lorp your God.” 

8” ‘But they rebelled against me and would not 
listen to me; they did not get rid of the vile images _ 
they had set their eyes on, nor did they forsake the 
idols of Egypt. SoI said I would pour out my wrath 
on them and spend my anger against them in 
Egypt. *But for the sake of my name I did what — 
would keep it from being profaned in the eyes of 
the nations they lived among and in whose sight i 
had revealed myself to the Israelites by bringing 
them out of Egypt. !0Therefore [ led them out of — 
Egypt and brought them into the desert. 111 gave _ 
them my decrees and made known to them my _ 
laws, for the man who obeys them will live by _ 
them. !2Also I gave them my Sabbaths as a sign — 
between us, so they would know that I the Lorp — 
made them holy. tr yee ce Dll 

13“ Yet the people of Israel rebelled against me — 
in the desert. They did not follow my decrees but — 


manuscripts; most Hebrew manuscripts your blood 4 Or 
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although the man who obeys 
them will live by them—-and they utterly deseerat 
ed my Sabbaths, So 1 said I would pour out my 
wrath on them and destroy them in the desert. 
NBut for the sake of my name I did what would 
keep it from being profaned in the eyes of the 
itions in whose sight I had brought them out, 
) with uplifted hand I swore to them in the 
rt that | would not bring them into the land I 
had given theme-=a land flowing with milk and 
honey, most beautiful of all landg== #because they 
rejected my laws and did not follow my decrees 
and desecrated my Sabbaths. For their hearts were 
devoted to their idols, !7Yet [looked on them with 
pity and did not destroy them or put an end to 
them in the desert, !41 said to their children in the 
desert, “Do not follow the statutes of your fathers 
or keep their laws or defile yourselves with their 
idols. !!Lam the Loxp your God; follow my decrees 
and be careful to keep my laws. 20Keep my Sab- 
baths holy, that they may be a sign between us. 
Then you will know that Lam the Lorp your God.” 
But the children rebelled against me; They 
did not follow my decrees, they were not careful to 
keep my laws—although the man who obeys them 
will live by them—and they desecrated my Sab- 
baths. So I said | would pour out my wrath on 
them and spend my anger against them in the 
desert. 22But | withheld my hand, and for the sake 
of my name | did what would keep it from being 
profaned in the eyes of the nations in whose sight 
Thad brought them out. 23Also with uplifted hand 
I swore to them in the desert that | would disperse 
them among the nations and scatter them through 
the countries, because they had not obeyed my 
laws but had rejected my decrees and desecrated 
my Sabbaths, and their eyes Justed, after their fa- 
thers’ idols. 251 also gave them over to statutes that 
were not good and laws they could not live by; 261 
let them become defiled through their gifts—the 
sacrifice of every firstborn’—that I might fill them 
with horror so they would know that I am the 
Lorp.’ 
27Therefore, son of man, speak to the people of 
Israel and say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign 
Lorp says: In this also your fathers blasphemed 
me by forsaking me; 28When I brought them into 
the land | had sworn to give them and they saw 
any high hill or any leafy tree, there they offered 
their sacrifices, made offerings that provoked me 
to anger, presented their fragrant incense and 
poured out their drink offerings. 2°Then I said to 
then: What is this high place you go to?’ ” (It is 
called Bamah? to this day.) 


rejected my laws 


de 


Judgment and Restoration 


30’Therefore say to the house of Israel; ‘This is 
what the Sovereign Lorp says: Will you defile 
yourselves the way your fathers did and lust after 
their vile images? 31When you offer your gifts—the 
sacrifice of your sons in¢ the fire—you continue to 
defile yourselves with all your idols to this day. 
Am Ito let you inquire of me, O house of Israel? As 


«26 Or —making every firstborn pass through the fire, 
440) Or and the gifts of your firstfrutts 


°29 Bamah means high place. 


EZEKIEL 20:49 ~ 
surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lown, twit 
not let you inquire of me. ef 

2” You say, “We want to be like the nations, 
like the peoples of the world, who serve wood and. 
stone.” But what you have in mind will never 
happen. As surely ay | live, declares the Sover- 
eign Lonp, | will rule over you with a mighty hand 
And an outstretched arm and with outpow 
wrath. Mf will bring you from the nations 
gather you from the countries where you have 
been scattered—with a mighty hand and an out= 
stretched arm and with outpoured wrath, %1 will 
bring you into the desert of the nations and there, 
face to face, { will execute judgment upon you. 
%As | judged your fathers in the desert of the land 
of Egypt, so I will judge you, declares the Sover- 
eign Lop. ¥1 will take note of you a8 you pass 
under my rod, and | will bring you into the bond of 
the covenant, 241 will purge you of those who re- 
volt and rebel against me, Although | will bring 
them out of the land where they are living, yet 
they will not enter the land of Israel. Then you 
know that I am the Lorp, 

49” Ag for you, O house of Israel, this is what 
the Sovereign Loxp gays: Go and serve your idols, 
every one of you! But afterward you will surely 
listen to me and no longer profane my holy name 
with your gifts and idols, For on my holy moun- 
tain, the high mountain of Israel, declares the Sov- 
ereign Lorp, there in the land the entire house of 
Israel will serve me, and there I will accept them. 
There I will require your offerings and your choice { 
gifts,4 along with all your holy sacrifices. al will 
accept you as fragrant incense when I bring you % 
out from the nations and gather you from the 
countries where you have been scattered, and I 
will show myself holy among you in the sight of 
the nations. #2Then you will know that I am the 
Lorp, when I bring you into the land of Israel, the 
land | had sworn with uplifted hand to give to your 
fathers. There you will remember your conduct 
and all the actions by which you have defiled your- 
selves, and you will loathe yourselves for all the 
evil you have done. “You will know that I am the 
Lorp, when I deal with you for my name’s sake 
and not according to your evil ways and your cor- 
rupt practices, O house of Israel, declares the Sov- 
ereign Lorp.’ ” 


Prophecy Against the South 

45The word of the Lorp came to me: Son of 
man, set your face toward the south; preach 
against the south and prophesy against the forest 
of the southland. 47Say to the southern forest: 
‘Hear the word of the Lor. This is what the Sov- 
ereign Lorp says: I am about to set fire to you, and 
it will consume all your trees, both green and dry. 
The blazing flame will not be quenched, and every 
face from south to north will be scorched by it. 
48Everyone will see that l the Lorp have kindled it; 
it will not be quenched,” ” : 

4Then I said, “Ah, Sovereign Lorp! They are 
saying of me, ‘Isn't he just telling parables?’ ” 


£31 Or —making your sons pass through 


EZEKIEL 21:1 
Babylon, God's Sword of Judgment 


O&D came to me: >"Son of 


yw that 1 the Lorp 
sc2bbard; it will not 


som of man! Groan before 
t and better grief. 7And 
are you grosning? you 


he Sovereign Lorp.” 
came to me: "Son of 
is what the Lord 


surely come. And what if the 
ich the sword despises, does 
declares the Sovereign Lorp.” 


son of man, prophesy 


ng in on them from every side. 
hearts may melt 
and the fallen be many, 
I have stationed the sword for slaughter* 
at all their gates. 
Oh! It is made to flash like lightning, 
it is grasped for slaughter. 
360 sword, slash to the nght, 
then to the left, 
wherever your blade is turned. 


+15 Septuagint: the meaning of the Hebrew for thas word is uncertain. 
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“thy 
171 too will atike mghendis eet 
and my wrath will subside. 
I the Lorp have spoken.” 


1sThe word of the Lorp came to me: 19Son 
man, mark out two roads for the sword of the 
of Babylon to take, both starting from the a 
country. Make a signpost where the road branches - 
off to the city. 20Mark out one road for the sword to 
come against Rabbah of the Ammonites and an- 
other against Judah and fortified Jerusalem, 2\For _ 
the king of Babylon will stop at the fork in the road, — 
at the junction of the two roads, to seek an omen: 
He will cast lots with arrows, he will consult his — 
idols, he will examine the liver. “Into his right 
hand will come the lot for Jerusalem, where he is to 
set up battering rams, to give the command to — 
slaughter, to sound the battle cry, to set battering - 
rams against the gates, to build a ramp and to erect - 
siege works. It will seem like a false omen to — 
those who have sworn allegiance to him, but he 
will remind them of their guilt and take them cap- 
tive. a 4 

24Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lorp ; 
says: ‘Because you people have brought to mind : 
your guilt by your open rebellion, revealing your 
sins in all that you do—because you have done — 
this, you will be taken captive. 

25”'O profane and wicked prince of Israel, 
whose day has come, whose time of punishment 
has reached its climax, 26this is what the Sovereign _ 
Lorp says: Take off the turban, remove the crown. - 
It will not be as it was: The lowly will be exalted 
and the exalted will be brought low. 27A ruin! A 
ruin! | will make it a ruin! It will not be restored 
until he comes to whom it rightfully belongs; to 


him I will give it.’ 
prophesy and say, 


28And you, son of man, 
‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says about the 
Ammonites and their insults: 
“"& sword, a sword, het 
drawn for the slaughter, 
polished to consume 
and to flash like lightning! iy 
29Despite false visions concerning you je Pyeral 
and lying divinations about you, 4 ! 
it will be laid on the necks et ory 
of the wicked who are to be slain, 
whose day has come, ‘ 
whose time of punishment has reached its 
climax. 
Return the sword to its scabbard, . 
In the place where you were Hees. 
in the land of your ancestry, 
I will judge you. 
31[ will pour out my wrath upon you. anal) 
and breathe out my fiery anger against y‘ 
I will hand you over to brutal men, 
men skilled in destruction, — 
32You will be fuel for the fire, 


ait at 


dist 
: 
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Jerusalem’s Sins 

22 The word of the Loxp came to me: 2’Son of 

man, will you judge her? Will you judge this 

city of bloodshed? Then confront her with all her 
detestable practices Jand say: ‘This is what the 
Sovereign Lorp says: O city that brings on herself 
doom by shedding blood in her midst and defiles 
herself by making idols, 4you have become guilty 
because of the blood you have shed and have 
become defiled by the idols you have made. You 
have brought your days to a close, and the end of 
your years has come. Therefore I will make you an 
object of scorn to the nations and a laughingstock 
to all the countries. 5Those who are near and those 
who are far away will mock you, O infamous city, 
full of turmoil, 

6’ ‘See how each of the princes of Israel who are 

in you uses his power to shed blood. 7In you they 
have treated father and mother with contempt; in 
you they have oppressed the alien and mistreated 
the fatherless and the widow. 8You have despised 
my holy things and desecrated my Sabbaths. %In 
you are slanderous men bent on shedding blood; 
in you are those who eat at the mountain shrines 
and commit lewd acts. In you are those who 
dishonor their fathers’ bed; in you are those who 
violate women during their period, when they are 
ceremonially unclean. !!In you one man commits a 
detestable offense with his neighbor's wife, an- 
other shamefully defiles his daughter-in-law, and 
another violates his sister, his own father’s daugh- 
ter. !2In you men accept bribes to shed blood; you 
take usury and excessive interest* and make un- 
just gain from your neighbors by extortion. And 
you have forgotten me, declares the Sovereign 
Lorp. 

13 ‘T will surely strike my hands together at the 
unjust gain you have made and at the blood you 
have shed in your midst. 14Will your courage en- 
dure or your hands be strong in the day I deal with 
you? I the Lorp have spoken, and I will do it. 151 
will disperse you among the nations and scatter 
you through the countries; and I will put an end to 
your uncleanness. }6When you have been defiled’ 
in the eyes of the nations, you will know that lam 
the Lorp.’” 

17Then the word of the Lorp came to me: 18Son 
of man, the house of Israel has become dross to 
me; all of them are the copper, tin, iron and lead 
left inside a furnace. They are but the dross of 
silver. 19Therefore this is what the Sovereign LorD 
says: ‘Because you have all become dross, I will 
gather you into Jerusalem. 20As men gather silver, 
copper, iron, lead and tin into a furnace to melt it 
with a fiery blast, so will I gather you in my anger 
and my wrath and put you inside the city and melt 
you. 21] will gather you and I will blow on you with 
my fiery wrath, and you will be melted inside her. 
22As silver is melted in a furnace, so you will be 
melted inside her, and you will know that I the 
Lorp have poured out my wrath upon you.’ ” 
Again the word of the Lorp came to me: 
24Son of man, say to the land, ‘You area land that 


12 Or usury and interest 
on 425 Septuagint; Hebrew prophets 


16 Or When | have allotted you your inheritance 


has had no rain or showers¢ in the day of wrath. 
25There is a conspiracy of her princes4 within her 
like a roaring lion tearing its prey; they devour 
people, take treasures and precious things and 
make many widows within her. 26Her priests do 
violence to my law and profane my holy things; 
they do not distinguish between the holy and the 
common; they teach that there is no 
between the unclean and the clean; and they shut 
their eyes to the keeping of my Sabbaths, so that I 

am profaned among them. 2/Her officials within 
her are like wolves tearing their prey; they shed 
blood and kill people te make unjust gain. Her 
prophets whitewash these deeds for them by false 
visions and lying divinations. They say, ‘This is 
what the Sovereign Lorp says’/—when the Lorp 
has not spoken. 2The people of the land practice 
extortion and commit robbery; they oppress the 
poor and needy and mistreat the alien, denying 
them justice. 

30] looked for a man among them who would 
build up the wall and stand before me in the gap 
on behalf of the land so | would not have to destroy 
it, but I found none. 3!So I will pour out my wrath ~ 
on them and consume them with my fiery anger, 
bringing down on their own heads all they have 
done, declares the Sovereign Lorp.” pte = 


Two Adulterous Sisters 


pe The word of the Lorp came to me: 2“Son of 

man, there were two women, daughters of 
the same mother. 3They became prostitutes in 
Egypt, engaging in prostitution from their youth. 
In that land their breasts were fondled and their 
virgin bosoms caressed. 4The older was named 
Oholah, and her sister was Oholibah. They were 
mine and gave birth to sons and daughters. Oho- 
lah is Samaria, and Oholibah is Jerusalem. __ 

5’Oholah engaged in prostitution while she was 
still mine; and she lusted after her lovers, the As- . 
syrians—warriors clothed in blue, governors and 
commanders, all of them handsome young men, - 
and mounted horsemen. 7She gave herself as a 
prostitute to all the elite of the Assyrians and 
defiled herself with all the idols of everyone she 
lusted after. 8She did not give up the prostitution 
she began in Egypt, when during her youth men 
slept with her, caressed her virgin bosom and 
poured out their lust upon her. 

Therefore I handed her over to her lovers, the 
Assyrians, for whom she lusted. They stripped 
her naked, took away her sons and daughters and 
killed her with the sword. She became a byword 
among women, and punishment was inflicted on 
her. , 

11Her sister Oholibah saw this, yet in her lust 
and prostitution she was more depraved than her 
sister. 12She too lusted after the Assyrians—gover- 
nors and commanders, warriors in full dress, 
mounted horsemen, all handsome young men, 431 
saw that she too defiled herself; both of them went 
the same way. 

14“But she carried her prostitution still further. 


‘24 Septuagint; Hebrew has not ben closed or rained. 
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EZEKIEL 23:15 


She saw men portrayed on a wall, figures of Chal- 
deans* portrayed in red, ‘with belts around their 
waists and flowing turbans on their heads; all of 
them looked like Babylonian chariot officers, na- 
tives of Chaldea.? !®As soon as she saw them, she 
lusted after them and sent messengers to them in 
Chaldea. 17Then the Babylonians came to her, to 
the bed of love, and in their lust they defiled her. 
After she had been defiled by them, she turned 
away from them in disgust. !8When she carried on 
her prostitution openly and exposed her naked- 
ness, I turned away from her in disgust, just as I 
had turned away from her sister. !9Yet she became 
more and more promiscuous as she recalled the 
days of her youth, when she was a prostitute in 
Egypt. 20There she lusted after her lovers, whose 
genitals were like those of donkeys and whose 
emission was like that of horses. 2!So you longed 
for the lewdness of your youth, when in Egypt 
your bosom was caressed and your young breasts 
fondled.« 

22"Therefore, Oholibah, this is what the Sover- 


414 Or Babylonians $15 Or Babylonia; akso in verse 16 
424 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain 
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(21 Syriac (see also verse 3); Hebrew caressed because of your young breasts 


a 


eign Lorp says: I will stir up your | t 
you, those you turned away from in 
will bring them against you from f * 
2the Babylonians and all the Chaldeans; themen 
of Pekod and Shoa and Koa, and all the 
with them, handsome young men, all of them gov- 
ernors and commanders, chariot officers and men _ 
of high rank, all mounted on horses. 24They will 
come against you with weapons,4 chariots and 
wagons and with a throng of people; they will take 
up positions against you on every side with large 
and small shields and with helmets. I will turn you 
over to them for punishment, and they will punish 
you according to their standards. 25] will direct my 
jealous anger against you, and they will deal with 
you in fury. They will cut off your noses and your 
ears, and those of you who are left will fall by the 
sword. They will take away your sons and daugh- 
ters, and those of you who are left will be con- 
sumed by fire. 26They will also strip you of your 
clothes and take your fine jewelry. 27So | will put a 
stop to the lewdness and prostitution you began in 


’ 
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The Runaways 


A story meant to make you feel sick 


“Now let them use her as a prostitute, for that is all she is.” 23:43 

4 ie story uses sexually explicit language. It tells of two sisters who choose promiscuous sex. 
Once they are involved, nothing satisfies them. They go from one man to the next. God calls 

them prostitutes, but they don’t do it for the money. They do it because they like to live — 


peiversely. 


Finally, in grief and frustration, God turns them over to their chosen lovers, who treat them like 
trash. God seems to take angry satisfaction in this. Love makes him angry—angry enough to weep. 


An Allegory of Love 


Ezekiel doesn’t pretend that these two sisters are real people. From the esta he identifies 


them with the capitals of the two halves of Israel—Samaria in the North, 


the Assyrians had 


wiped out over 100 years before, and Jerusalem in the South. Samaria was properly rewarded for 
her prostitution, Ezekiel says, and Jerusalem will be too. The story of the two sisters is, ina sense, 


one more graphic way of saying that God has been patient with Jerusalem lon; 


story is told in Ezekiel 16.) 
A Drastic Dose of Reality 


God had promised the Israelites everything their hearts desired if they would stick by him, 
they were always turning to other nations whose prosperity and power they ose 


1g enough. (A similar 


tin 


Whose days, 


es 


envied. In 


a little nation like Israel couldn’t just sign a friendship pact with a big power. Political alliances 

meant accepting the big power’s religion and worshiping its gods alongside your own. God 

warned Israel against this repeatedly, but they ignored the warning, Therefore, Ezekiel says, they 
ric ore 


will get their wish. They will experience firsthand the care and concern 


“lovers.” 
God responds like a father who has final 


of their 


given up trying to late his tens bad 
He tells her, “Get out! Find out for yourself what life is ike'on thestreet(?” says, “You w 


drink your sister's cup, a cup large and deep; it will brin| 


much. .. .You will drink it and drain it dry; you will dash it to pieces and tear your breasts” 
(23:32-34). He says it in anger, but also rasa that such bitter grief will awaken Israel | - 
disastrous choices she made in rejecting God’s care. 


Life Questions: Have you ever loved someone who didn’t love you back? What 


acy". 
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Egypt. You will not look on these things with long~ 
ore. 


ing or remember Egypt any™ 

38”'For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: lam 
about to hand you over to those you hate, to those 
you turned away from in disgust. 2°They will deal 
with you in hatred and take away everything you 
have worked for. They will leave you naked and 
ind the shame of your prostitution will be 
taposed. Your lewdness and promiscuity have 
brought this upon you, because you lusted after 
the nations and defiled yourself with their idols. 
31You have gone the way of your sister; So I will 
put her cup into your hand. 

22/'This is what the Sovereign LoRD says: 


bare. 


“You will drink your sister's cup, 
a cup large and deep; 
it will bring scorn and derision, 
for it holds so much. 
43You will be filled with drunkenness and 


sorrow, 
the cup of ruin and desolation, 
the cup of your sister Samaria. 
4You will drink it and drain it dry; 
you will dash it to pieces 
and tear your breasts 
[have spoken, declares the Sovereign Lorb. 
35’Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lorp 
says: Since you have forgotten me and thrust me 
behind your back, you must bear the conse- 
quences of your lewdness and prostitution.” 
36The Lorp said to me; “Son of man, will you 
judge Oholah and Oholibah? Then confront them 
with their detestable practices, 5’for they have 
committed adultery and blood is on their hands. 
They committed adultery with their idols; they 
even sacrificed their children, whom they bore to 
me,“ as food for them. 38They have also done this 
tome: At that same time they defiled my sanctuary 
and desecrated my Sabbaths. 39On the very day 
they sacrificed their children to their idols, they 
entered my sanctuary and desecrated it. That is 
what they did in my house. 
40’hey even sent messengers for men who 
came from far away, and when they arrived you 
bathed yourself for them, painted your eyes and 
put on your jewelry, 41You sat on an elegant 
couch, with a table spread before it on which you 
had placed the incense and oil that belonged to 
me, 
42’The noise of a carefree crowd was around 
her; Sabeans! were brought from the desert along 
with men from the rabble, and they put bracelets 
on the arms of the woman and her sister and 
beautiful crowns on their heads. “Then I said 
about the one worn out by adultery, ‘Now let them 
use her as a prostitute, for that is all she is.’ 4And 
they slept with her. As men sleep with a prosti- 
tute, so they slept with those lewd women, Oho- 
Jah and Oholibah. 45But righteous men will sen- 
tence them to the punishment of women who 
commit adultery and shed blood, because they are 
adulterous and blood is on their hands. 
46’’This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: Bring a 


437 Or even made the children they bore to me pass through the fire, 
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EZEKIEL 24:13 


mob against them and give them over to terror and 
plunder. 
down with their swords; 
and daughters and burn down their houses. 

48So [ will put an end to lewdness inthe land, 
that‘all women may take warning and not imitate 
you. #°You will suffer the penalty for your lewd- 
ness and bear the consequences of your sins of 
idolatry. Then you will know that 1 am the Sover- 
eign Lorp.” mi 


The Cooking Pot 
2 In the ninth year, in the tenth month on the 
tenth day, the word of the Lorp came to me: 
2”Son of man, record this date, this very date, 
because the king of Babylon has laid siege to 
Jerusalem this very day. >Tell this rebellious house 
a parable and say to them: This is what the Sover- 
eign Lorp_says: 
“Put on the cooking pot; put iton 
and pour water into it. 
4Put into it the pieces of meat, 
all the choice pieces—the leg and the 
shoulder. 
Fill it with the best of these bones; 
5. take the pick of the flock. 
Pile wood beneath it for the bones; 
bring it toa boil 
and cook the bones in it. 
6” ‘For this is what the Sovereign Lorp says: _ 


“Woe to the city of bloodshed, 
to the pot now encrusted, 
whose deposit will not go away! 
Empty it piece by piece 
without casting lots for them. 
7" ‘or the blood she shed is in her midst: 
She poured it on the bare rock; 
she did not pour it on the ground, 
where the dust would cover it. 
8To stir up wrath and take revenge 
I put her blood on the bare rock, 
so that it would not be covered. 


9 ‘Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lorb says: 


“ ‘Woe to the city of bloodshed! 
I, too, will pile the wood high. 
10So heap on the wood 
and kindle the fire. 
Cook the meat well, 
mixing in the spices; 
and let the bones be charred. 
Then set the empty pot on the coals 
till it becomes hot and its copper glows 
so its impurities may be melted 
and its deposit burned away. 
12{t has frustrated all efforts; 
its heavy deposit has not been removed, 
not even by fire. 4 
13 ‘Now your impurity is lewdness. Because | 
tried to cleanse you but you would not be cleansed 
from your impurity, you will not be clean again 
until my wrath against you has subsided. 


42 Or drunkards Y 
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14” the Lorp have spoken. The time has come 
for me to act. I will not hold back; I will not have 
pity, nor will I relent. You will be judged according 
to your conduct and your actions, declares the 
Sovereign Lorp.’” 


Ezekiel’s Wife Dies 
15The word of the Lorp came to me: 16“Son of 
man, with one blow I am about to take away from 
you the delight of your eyes. Yet do not lament or 
weep or shed any tears. 17Groan quietly; do not 
mourn for the dead. Keep your turban fastened 
and your sandals on your feet; do not cover the 
lower part of your face or eat the customary food 
of mourners,.”” 
18So I spoke to the people in the morning, and in 
the evening my wife died. The next morning | did 
as I had been commanded 
19Then the people asked me, “Won't you tell us 
what these things have to do with us?” 
20S0 I said to them, “The word of the Lorp came 
to me: 21Say to the house of Israel, ‘This is what the 
Sovereign Lorp says: I am about to desecrate my 
sanctuary—the stronghold in which you take 
pride, the delight of your eyes, the object of your 
affection. The sons and daughters you left behind 
will fall by the sword. 22And you will do as I have 
done. You will not cover the lower part of your 
face or eat the customary food of mourners,. 3You 
will keep your turbans on your heads and your 
sandals on your feet. You will not mourn or weep 
but will waste away because of your sins and 
groan among yourselves. 24Ezekiel will be a sign to 
you; you will do just as he has done. When this 
happens, you will know that I am the Sovereign 
Lorp.’ 
25’’And you, son of man, on the day I take away 
their stronghold, their joy and glory, the delight of 
their eyes, their heart's desire, and their sons and 
daughters as well— 26on that day a fugitive will 
come to tell you the news. 27At that time your 
mouth will be opened; you will speak with him 
and will no longer be silent. So you will bea sign to 
them, and they will know that I am the Lorn.” 


A Prophecy Against Ammon 


2 The word of the Lorp came to me: 2’Son of 
man, set your face against the Ammonites 
and prophesy against them. 3Say to them, ‘Hear 
the word of the Sovereign Lorp. This is what the 
Sovereign Lorp says: Because you said “Aha!” 
over my sanctuary when it was desecrated and 
over the land of Israel when it was laid waste and 
over the people of Judah when they went into 
exile, ‘therefore | am going to give you to the 
people of the East as a possession. They will set up 
their camps and pitch their tents among you; they 
will eat your fruit and drink your milk. 5I will turn 
Rabbah into a pasture for camels and Ammon into 
a resting place for sheep. Then you will know that 
I am the Lorn. 6For this is what the Sovereign 
Lorp says: Because you have clapped your hands 
and stamped your feet, rejoicing with all the mal- 
ice of your heart against the land of Israel, 7there- 


423 Or away in 


fore I will stretch out my hand against » 
give you as plunder to the nations. 1 
off from the paisa 


countries. I will destroy you, and you will know 
that I am the Lorp.’”” 
A Prophecy Against Moab 

®This is what the Sovereign Lor says: ‘Be- 
cause Moab and Seir said, “Look, the house of 
Judah has become like all the other nations,” 
*therefore I will expose the flank of Moab, begin- 
ning at its frontier towns—Beth Jeshimoth, Baal 
Meon and Kiriathaim—the glory of that land. 101 
will give Moab along with the Ammonites to the 
people of the East as a possession, so that the 
Ammonites will not be remembered among the 
nations; !and I will inflict punishment on Moab. 
Then they will know that I am the Lorp.’” 
A Prophecy Against Edom 

12’This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: ‘Be- 
cause Edom took revenge on the house of Judah 
and became very guilty by doing so, \therefore 
this is what the Sovereign Lorp says: I will stretch 
out my hand against Edom and kill its men and 
their animals. I will lay it waste, and from Teman 
to Dedan they will fall by the sword. 141 will take 
vengeance on Edom by the hand of my people 
Israel, and they will deal with Edom in accordance 
with my anger and my wrath; they will know my 
vengeance, declares the Sovereign Lorp.’” 


A Prophecy Against Philistia 
15’This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: ‘Be- 

cause the Philistines acted in vengeance and took 
revenge with malice in their hearts, and with an- 
cient hostility sought to destroy Judah, l6therefore 
this is what the Sovereign Lorp says: lam about to 
stretch out my hand against the Philistines, and 1 
will cut off the Kerethites and destroy those re- 
maining along the coast. 171 will carry out great 
vengeance on them and punish them in my wrath. 
Then they will know that I am the Lorp, eet i 
take vengeance on them.’ ” 


A Prophecy Against Tyre 
2 In the eleventh year, on the first dagol the 
month, the word of the Lorp came to me: 
2”Son of man, because Tyre has said of Jerusalem, 
‘Aha! The gate to the nations is broken, and its 
doors have swung open to me; now that she lies in _ 
ruins I will prosper,’ 3therefore this is what the 
Sovereign Lorp says: I am against you, O Tyre, 
and I will bring many nations against you, like the 
sea casting up its waves. 4They will : the 
walls of Tyre and pull down her towers; I will 
scrape away her rubble and make her a bare rock, 
5Out in the sea she will become a place to spread 
fishnets, for I have spoken, declares the 
Lorp. She will become plunder for the 
‘and her settlements on the mainland will be 
ravaged by the sword. Phen they ate 


am the Lorp. he Shiatemay 
*"For'this isowhab the’ Govaeelga! 
From the north I am going to b 
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Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, king of kings, 
with horses and chanots, with horsemen anda 
great army. 5He will ravage your settlements on 
the mainland with the sword: he will set up siege 
works against you. build a ramp up to your walls 
and raise his shields against you. 9He will direct 


the blows of his battering rams against your walls 
ish your towers with his weapons. His and loot your 


horses will be so many that they will cover you 
snevss ts 4 vanuant; here and often in Ezekiel and fenemiak 


Just What They Deserved 
God will judge every nation in the world - 


carry out great vengeance on them and punish them in my wrath. Then they will know that 1 


iw 
am the Logo. 25:17 
Wee War Il ended in Europe with the surrender of the German army- People danced in the 
treets. 
he victorious allies could not simply pack and go home. They had captured thousands of 
Among them were some of the most brutal murderers the world has ever known— 
es with the gold and jewelry of the millions of Jews 


Nazi 
monsters, really, who had enriched themselw 
they had exterminated 
4 question came up: under what law could the Nazis be tried? American, British, or French law 
didn’t apply in Germany. Faced with this dilemma, the Allies invented something new: the 
er law—an international code of _ 


Nuremberg trials. Judgments were based on a belief in a high 
right and wrong that applies to every person, regardless of country. Under this unwritten law 
many Nazi leaders were condemned to death. 


Nations on Trial 

e, beginning in chapter 25. In the first 24 chapters 
ho had repeatedly broken the law had given. 
ho never had that law. Ezekiel marches 
through Ammon, Moab, Edo s that, on the small scale of Palestinian 


geography, could be seen with the naked eye from Jerusalem. 
mned for its inhumane malice against 


Each nation has its momen: 


to spread fishnets” (26:14). 


A Comic Condemnation 

Pausing briefly to give a Judean of Sidon, Ezekiel travels on to E 
seemed comic. Who does he think he is, passing judgment on one of the great powers of his day? 
Yet Ezekiel confidently asserts that Egypt can start mourning now. As it si @ great 
i d has never regained it (29:15). 


power for many centuries, lost its dominance an 
Perhaps, in taking up these nations’ fates, Ezekiel intended to build suspense for the clitr 
tragedy of Jerusalem’s fall. But certainly this trial of the nations demonstrated that Jerusalem had 
not been singled out for justice. Every nation would be judged by the standard of right and 

that they knew. If God was harder on Judah, it was only because Judah knew so much more 


. His words might have 


God and his expectations. 
Life Questions: Do you believe in universal standards of right and wrong? What “code of conduct” 
applies to everybody, regardless of their upbringing? 

. 


EN 
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throw your stones, timber and rubble into the sea 
‘will put an end to your noisy songs, and the 
music of your harps will be heard no more, Ml will 
make you a titre rock, and you will become.a place 
to spread fishnets, You will never be rebuilt, for] 
the Lop have spoken, declares the Sovereign 
Lorv. 

This ts what the Sovereign Lox says to Tyre: 
wal not the coastlands tremble at the sound of 
yo |, when the wounded groan and the 
waiighter takes place in you? !eThen all the princes: 
of the coast will step down from their thrones and 
ay aside their robes and take off their embroidered 

nts. Clothed with terror, they will sit on the 
ad, trembling every moment, appalled at 

Then they will take up a lament concerning 
nd say to you 


How you are destroyed, O city of renown, 
ed by men of the sea! 
You were a power on the seas, 
you and your citizens 
you put your terror 
on all who lived there. 
SNow the coastlands tremble 
e day of your fall; 
ands in the sea 
are terrified at your collapse.” 


°*’This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: When 
make you a desolate city, like cities no longer 
d, and when | bring the ocean depths over 
nd its vast waters cover you, 2then I will 
: you down with those who go down to the 
he people of long ago. I will make you dwell 
r earth below, as in ancient ruins, with those 
who go down to the pit, and you will not return or 
take your places in the land of the living. 2! will 
ng you to a horrible end and you will be no 
ore. You will be sought, but you will never again 
‘Ound, declares the Sovereign Lorp.” 


be 
A Lament for Tyre 


™7 The word of the Lorp came to me: 2“Son of 
& / man, take up a lament concerning Tyre. 
3Say to Tyre, situated at the gateway to the sea, 
merchant of peoples on many coasts, ‘This is what 
the Sovereign Lorp says: 


“You say, O Tyre, 
“1 am perfect in beauty.” 
4Your domain was on the high seas; 
your builders brought your beauty to 
perfection. 
5They made all your timbers 
of pine trees from Senir*; 
they took a cedar from Lebanon 
to make a mast for you. 
°Of oaks from Bashan 
they made your oars; 
of cypress woods from the coasts of Cyprus¢ 
they made your deck, inlaid with ivory. 
7Fine embroidered linen from Egypt was your 
sail 
#20 Septuagint; Hebrew return, and I will give glory 
of the consonants. 46 Hebrew Kittim 


722 


and served as your banner, 
“your awnings were of blue and pu: 
from the coasts of Blishah, 
“Men of Sidon and Arvad were your oa 
your skilled men, O Tyre, were aboard as 
your seamen, Ny 
*Veteran craftsmen of Gebalt were on board. Se 
4s shipwrights to caulk your seams, ihe 
All the ships of the sea and their sailors vn 
came alongside to trade for your wares, 


*'Men of Persia, Lydia and Put ir 
served as soldiers in your army, 
They hung their shields and helmet 
walls, v eodt Ae 
bringing you splendor. 
'\Men of Arvad and Helech 
manned your walls on every side; 
men of Gammad 
were in your towers, 
They hung their shields around your walls; 
they brought your beauty to perfection, 

1 ’Tarshish did business with you because of 
your great wealth of goods; they exchanged silver, 
iron, tin and lead for your merchandise, 

1” 'Greece, Tubal and Meshech traded 
you; they exchanged slaves and articles ot! bronze 
for your wares. 

"Men of Beth Togarmah olituin gett qv 
horses, war horses and mules for your merchan- 
dise. 

15 ‘The men of Rhodes traded with you, 


many coastlands were your Suse paid, 
you with ivory tusks and ebony. Ais 


16 ‘Arams did business with you because of 
your many products; they exchanged turquoise, 
purple fabric, embroidered work, fine | a gare 
and rubies for your merchandise, d 
1” Judah and Israel traded mete le 
changed wheat from Minnith and confections, 
honey, oil and balm for your wares. 
18“Damascus, because of your many products 
and great wealth of goods, did Biistnead Wish nes 
in wine from Helbon and wool from Za‘ 
19 ‘Danites and Greeks from Uzal bo 
merchandise; they exchanged wrought i iron, c 
and calamus for your wares. le 
20’ ‘Dedan traded in saddle blankets with you. 
21” ‘Arabia and all the princes of Kedar were — 
your customers; they did business | iwith, you in 
lambs, rams and goats. 
22” ‘The merchants of Sheba 
with you; for your merchandise they 
the finest ofall Kinits of spices and: 0 
and gold. . 
Be ole Canneh and Eden 


ro 


as carriers for your wares, 
You are filled with heavy cargo 
in the heart of the sea. 
26Your oarsmen take you 
out to the high seas. 
But the east wind will break you to pieces 
in the heart of the sea, 
27Your wealth, merchandise and wares, 
\ your mariners, seamen and shipwrights, 
your merchants and all your soldiers, 
and everyone else on board 
will sink into the heart of the sea 
on the day of your shipwreck. 
28The shorelands will quake 
when your seamen cry out, 
29All who handle the oars. 
will abandon their ships; 
the mariners and all the seamen 
will stand on the shore, 
They will raise their voice 
and cry bitterly over you; 
they will sprinkle dust on their heads 
and roll in ashes. 
3They will shave their heads because of you 
and will put on sackcloth, 
They will weep over you with anguish of soul 
and with bitter mourning. 
3#2As they wail and mourn over you, 
they will take up a lament concerning you: 
“Who was ever silenced like Tyre, 
surrounded by the sea?’” 
33When your merchandise went out on the seas, 
you satisfied many nations; 
with your great wealth and your wares 
you enriched the kings of the earth. 
44Now you are shattered by the sea 
in the depths of the waters; 
your wares and all your company 
E have gone down with you. 
35All who live in the coastlands 
are appalled at you; 
their kings shudder with horror 
and thir faces are distorted with fear. 
%The merchants among the nations hiss at you; 
you have come to a horrible end 
and will be no more.’ ” 


A Prophecy Against the King of Tyre 


2 The word of the Lorp came to me: 2Son of 
man, say to the ruler of Tyre, ‘This is what 
the Sovereign Lorp says: 


“In the pride of your heart 
you say, “Iam a god; 
I sit on the throne of a god 
in the heart of the seas.” 
But you are a man and not a god, 
though you think you are as wise as a god. 
3Are you wiser than Daniel? 
Is no secret hidden from you? 
4By your wisdom and understanding 
you have gained wealth for yourself 
and amassed gold and silver 
in your treasuries. bs 


3 Or Dane; the Hebrew spelling may-euggesta parton cihet tan tkepeapial anna "13 Or hapes | 
uncertain. 413 The meaning of the Hebrew for this 


identification of some of these precious stones is 


the garden of God; 
precious: c 


Prepared. 


4You inted as a i Z cheru ‘zi 


for so | ordained you. 
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So I made a fire come out from you, to the beasts of the earth and the birds of the 
and it consumed you, . air. r 


and I reduced you to ashes on the ground ‘ 
in the sight of all who were watching ae all who live in Egypt will know that lam the 
!SAll the nations who knew you : 
are appalled at you; “You have been a staff of reed for the house of 
you have come to a horrible end Israel. 7When they grasped you with their hands, 
and will be no more.’ ” you splintered and you tore open their shoulders; 


y when they leaned on you, you broke and their 
A Prophecy Against Sidon backs were wrenched.# 
*The word of the Lorp came to me: 21Son of __*” ‘Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lox 


man, set your face against Sidon; prophesyagainst Says: ! will bring a sword against you and kill your 

2, The ts Wy Sovereign L men and their animals, *Egypt will become a deso- 
Eee and say: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp late wasteland. Then they will know that | am the 
Lorp. 

“Because you said, “The Nile is mine; | made 
it,” 10therefore I am against you and against your 
streams, and I will make the land of Egypt a ruin 
and a desolate waste from Migdol to Aswan, as far 
as the border of Cush. No foot of man or animal 
will pass through it; no one will live there for forty 
years. 121 will make the land of Egypt desolate 
among devastated lands, and her cities will lie 
desolate forty years among ruined cities. And I will 
disperse the Egyptians among the nations and 
"No longer will the people of Israel have _8“atter them through the countries. 


lam against you, O Sidon, 
and I will gain glory within you 
They will know that | am the Lorp, 
when 1 inflict punishment on her 
and show myself holy within her, 
231 will send a plague upon her 
and make blood flow in her streets. 
The slain will fall within her, 
with the sword against her on every side, 
Then they will know that I am the Lorp. 


E : A . 13""Yet this is what the Sovereign Lorp says: At 
malicious neighbors who are painful briers and a ? 

sharp thorns. Then they will know that lam the the end of forty years 1 will gather the Egyptians 
Sovereign Lorp from the nations where they were scattered, 14[ 


25" ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: When will bring them back from CennB? and “een! 
I gather the people of Israel from the nations where ven baie cree bed of SpracIAE 
they have been scattered, I will show myself holy | Be ee i a ashes oe oe tt 
among them in the sight of the nations, Then they sowlestion Kingoniaiad e Kerri et exalt 
will live in their own land, which I gave to my eer above the other pared will make a cS 
servant Jacob. 26They will live there in safety and Ge oe a A tapes Me Sas pees 
will build houses and plant vineyards; they will h ‘BYP sh ee Ete Biko, ana ana sd 
live in safety when I inflict punishment on all their the peop! #0) Ane an ee Me ait ihe their 
neighbors who maligned them. Then they will $i" i" cer ego net forhelp.sThen theyiwillsnow, 
know that I am the Lorp their God.’ ” that am the Sovereign Lorp. 


. '7In the twenty-seventh year, in the first month 
A Prophecy Against Egypt on the first day, the word of the Lorp came to me: 
18 zzar ki 
In the tenth year, in the tenth month on the ei of pire Nebuchadne: tang of Babylon 
twelfth day, the word of the Loap came t drove his army in a hard campaign against Tyre; 
Zee ay, & i we & 9 f a ° i every head was rubbed bare and every shoulder 
Heel LEBEN ‘doe oka dy apne AGREE q made raw. Yet he and his army got no reward from 
0 ry s ‘ : i ‘i 
against all Egypt. 3Speak to him and say: ‘This is the campaign he led against Tyre. !*Therefore this 


_ ? is what the Sovereign Lorp sa: 's: lam going to give 
what the Sovereign Lorp says: Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar ine of pasa he 
“Tam against you, Pharaoh king of Egypt, will carry off its wealth. He will loot and plunder 
you great monster lying among your the land as pay for his army. 201 have given him 
streams. Egyptasa reward for his efforts because he and his 

You say, “The Nile is mine; army did it for me, declares the Sovereign Lorp. 
I made it for myself.” 21”On that day I will make a horné grow for the 


‘But I will put hooks in your jaws 
and make the fish of your streams stick to 


your scales, 29:7 Unreliable E 
I will pull you out from among your streams, Babyl 
with all the fish sticking to your scales. papel apn ie Egypt of help. 
I will leave you in the desert, Each time that nation let Israel down. R up 
you and all the fish of your streams. until the final destruction of J m, | 
You will fall on the open field Israelites expected Egypt to come to their rescue, 
and not be gathered or picked up. but its mighty armies never appeared, i 
I will give you as food 


—— 


°7 Syriac (see also Septuagint and Vulgate); Hebrew and you caused thetr backs to stand "10 That is, the upper Nile region — 
14 Hebrew to Pathros 421 Horn here symbolizes strength. : r - 


, eh). eee 


ih 
725 EZEKIEL 315 

house of Isewel, and | will open your mouth among and inflict punishment on Thebes ve 

them. Then they will know that bam the Loxp.” 1 will pour out my wrath on Pelusium,! 

the stronghold of Egypt oe 

A Lament for Bgypt and cut off the hordes of Thebes. 4 

3 The word of the LORD came to me; 2Sen of tof will set fire to Egypt; m aut : 

* 


man, prophesy and say 
Sovereign LORD says: 
Wail and say 
Alas for that day!’ 
Wor the day 1s near 
the day of the Lown is near 
a day of clouds: 
a time of doom for the nations. 
4A sword will come against Egypt 
and anguish will come upon Cush 
When the slain fallin Egypt 
her wealth will be carried away 
and her foundations torn down 


sCush and Put, Lydia and all Arabia, Libya’ and 
the people of the covenant land will fall by the 
sword along with Egypt 

This is what the LORD says: 


The allies of Egypt will fall 
and her proud strength will fail 
From Migdol to Aswan 
they will fall by the sword within her, 
declares the Sovereign Lorp. 
They will be desolate 
among desolate lands, 
and their cities will lie 
among ruined cities. 
8Then they will know that I am the Lorp, 
when I set fire to Egypt 
and all her helpers are crushed. 


On that day messengers will go out from me 
n ships to frighten Cush out of her complacency. 
Anguish will take hold of them on the day of 
Egypt's doom, for it is sure to come, 


10” ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: 


“| will put an end to the hordes of Egypt 
by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon. 
He and his army—the most ruthless of 
nations— 
will be brought in to destroy the land. 
They will draw their swords against Egypt 
and fill the land with the slain. 
12] will dry up the streams of the Nile 
and sell the land to evil men; 
by the hand of foreigners 
I will lay waste the land and everything in it. 


I the Lorp have spoken. 
13 ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: 


“1 will destroy the idols 
and put an end to the images in Memphis.¢ 
No longer will there be a prince in Egypt, 
and I will spread fear throughout the land. 
14] will lay waste Upper Egypt,4 
set fire to Zoan 


“4 That is, the upper Nile region, also in verses 5 and 9 


waste Pathros ‘14 Hebrew No, also in verses 15 and 16 
"17 Hebrew Pi Beseth 


This is what the 


*5 Hebrew Cub 
‘15 Hebrew Sir; also in verse 16 


Pelusium will writhe in agony. 
Thebes will be taken by storm) 
Memphis will be in constant distress. 
WThe young men of Heliopolise and Bubastis!' 
will fall by the sword, 
and the cities themselves will go into 
captivity. 
1WDark will be the day at Tahpanhes 
when | break the yoke of Egypt 
there her proud strength will come to an 
end. 


She will be covered with clouds, 
and her villages will go into captivity. 
19So0 | will inflict punishment on Egypt, 
and they will know that lam the Lorp."”” 


20In the eleventh year, in the first month on the 
seventh day, the word of the Lorp came to me: 
21’Son of man, I have broken the arm of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt. It has not been bound up for healing 
or put ina splint so as to become strong enough to 
hold a sword, 2Therefore this is what the Sover- 
eign Lop says: | am against Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. I will break both his arms, the good arm as 
well as the broken one, and make the sword fall 
from his hand. 231 will disperse the Egyptians 
among the nations and scatter them through the 
countries. 24I will strengthen the arms of the king 
of Babylon and put my sword in his hand, but 1 
will break the arms of Pharaoh, and he will groan 
before him like a mortally wounded man. 251 will 
strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, but the 
arms of Pharaoh will fall limp. Then they will 
know that | am the Lorp, when | put my sword 
into the hand of the king of Babylon and he bran- 
dishes it against Egypt. 261 will disperse the Egyp- 
tians among the nations and scatter them through 


the countries. Then they will know that I am the 
Lorp,”” 


A Cedar in Lebanon 


3 In the eleventh year, in the third month on 
the first day, the word of the Lorp came to 


me: 2“Son of man, say to Pharaoh king of Egypt 
and to his hordes: 


“Who can be compared with you in majesty? 
3Consider Assyria, once a cedar in Lebanon, 
with beautiful branches overshadowing the 
forest; 
it towered on high, 
its top above the thick foliage. 
4The waters nourished it, 
deep springs made it grow tall; 
their streams flowed 
all around its base * 
and sent their channels 
to all the trees of the field. - 
5So it towered higher 
«13 Hebrew Noph; also in verse 16 “14 Hebrew 
417 Hebrew Awen (or On) 


« 
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than all the trees of the field; 
its boughs increased 
and its branches grew long, 
spreading because of abundant waters. 
All the birds of the air 
nested in its boughs, 
all the beasts of the field 
gave birth under its branches; 
all the great nations 
lived in its shade. 
7It was majestic in beauty, 
with its spreading boughs, 
for its roots went down 
to abundant waters. 
8The cedars in the garden of God 
could not rival it, 
nor could the pine trees 
equal its boughs, 
nor could the plane trees 
compare with its branches— 
no tree in the garden of God 
could match its beauty. 
9] made it beautiful 
with abundant branches, 
the envy of all the trees of Eden 
in the garden of God. 


10”“Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lorp 
says: Because it towered on high, lifting its top 
above the thick foliage, and because it was proud 
of its height, 1 handed it over to the ruler of the 
nations, for him to deal with according to its 
wickedness. I cast it aside, 2and the most ruthless 
of foreign nations cut it down and leftit. Its boughs 
fell on the mountains and in all the valleys; its 
branches lay broken in all the ravines of the land. 
All the nations of the earth came out from underits 
shade and left it. 15All the birds of the air settled on 
the fallen tree, and all the beasts of the field were 
among its branches. !4Therefore no other trees by 
the waters are ever to tower proudly on high, lift- 
ing their tops above the thick foliage. No other 
trees so well-watered are ever to reach such a 
height; they are all destined for death, for the earth 
below, among mortal men, with those who go 
down to the pit. 

15“ ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: On 
the day it was brought down to the gravet I 
covered the deep springs with mourning for it; I 
held back its streams, and its abundant waters 
were restrained. Because of it | clothed Lebanon 
with gloom, and all the trees of the field withered 
away. |6] made the nations tremble at the sound of 
its fall when | brought it down to the grave with 
those who go down to the pit. Then all the trees of 
Eden, the choicest and best of Lebanon, all the 
trees that were well-watered, were consoled in the 
earth below. !7Those who lived in its shade, its 

allies among the nations, had also gone down to 
the grave with it, joining those killed by the sword. 

16” ‘Which of the trees of Eden can be compared 
with you in splendor and majesty? Yet you, too, 
will be brought down with the trees of Eden to the 
earth below; you will lie among the uncircum- 
cised, with those killed by the sword. 


“15 Hebrew Sheol; also in verses 16 and 17 


°9 Hebrew; Septuagint bring you into captivity among the 


“This is Pharaoh and all 
the Sovereign Lorp.’” ©» 


A Lament for Pharaoh 
3 In the twelfth year, in the twelfth 
the first day, the word of the Lorp 
me: 2Son of man, take up a lament cot 
Pharaoh king of Egypt and say to him: — 


“You are like a lion among the nations; 
you are like a monster in the seas 
thrashing about in your streams, 
churning the water with your feet 
and muddying the streams. 
3 This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: 
“With a great throng of people 
I will cast my net over you, 
and they will haul you up in my net. 
4l will throw you on the land 
and hurl you on the open field. 
1 will let all the birds of the air settle on you 
and all the beasts of the earth gorge - 
themselves on you. =" 
5] will spread your flesh on the mountains 
and fill the valleys with your remains. fi 
61 will drench the land with your flowing blood 
all the way to the mountains, 
and the ravines will be filled with your flesh. 
7When | snuff you out, I will cover the heavens 
and darken their stars; 
I will cover the sun with a cloud, 
and the moon will not give its light. 
8All the shining lights in the heavens 
I will darken over you; 
I will bring darkness over your land, 
declares the Sovereign Lorp. 
91 will trouble the hearts of many peoples 
when I bring about your destruction among 
the nations, * 
among? lands you have not known, 
10] will cause many peoples to be appalled at 
you, te net 
and their kings will shudder with horror 
because of you rh 
when I brandish my sword before them. — 
On the day of your downfall 
each of them willtremble “ ; 
every moment for his life. wait 


"For this is what the Sovereign Lorp says: 
“The sword of the king of Babylon » 


will come against you. 0 ofa 
12] will cause your hordes to fall » Ings 
by the swords of mighty men— _ unto 


the most ruthless of all nations. . 
They will shatter the pride of Egypt, 
and all her hordes will be overthrown. & 
13] will destroy all her cattle pe an 
from beside abundant waters 
no longer to be stirred by the foot of. Maw 
or muddied by the hoofs of cattle. 
Then I will let her waters settle a 
and make her streams flow like oil, y 
declares the 


isWhen Lmake teypt ee 
anc atrip the land oF everything dn tt 
when Lstrike down all who live thee 
then they will Know that Tam de Lore: 


Jon This is the lament they willehant for her The 
daughters of the nations will chant it for Baypt 
and all her hordes they will chant it declares the 
Sovereign Lore 

Vin the tweltth year, on the fifteenth day of the 
month. the weed of the Lorn came fo me WweSon 
oman, wail tor the hordes of Bgyptand consign to 
carth below both her and the caughters of 

nighty nations, with those who go down to the 

pit, Say to them, ‘Are you more favored than 
others? Go down and be laid among the uneireums 
ced YThey will fall among those killed by the 
word, The sword is drawn; let her be dragged off 
with all her hordes, @!From within the gravet the 
mighty leaders will say of Egypt and her allies, 
They have come down and they lie with the uncit= 
cumcised, with those killed by the sword,’ 

2 Assyria is there with her whole army; she 18 
surrounded by the graves of all her slain, all who 
have fallen by the sword. 2! Their graves are in the 
depths of the pit and her army lies around her 
grave. All who had spread terror in the land of the 
living are slain, fallen by the sword 

24""Elam is there, with all her hordes around her 
grave. All of them are slain, fallen by the sword, 
All who had spread terror in the land of the living 
went down uncircumcised to the earth below. 

They bear their shame with those who go down to 

the pit. 25A bed is made for her among the slain, 

with all her hordes around her grave. All of them 
are uncircumcised, killed by the sword. Because 
their terror had spread in the land of the living, 
they bear their shame with those who go down to 
the pit; they are laid among the slain. 
26’Meshech and Tubal are there, with all their 
hordes’around their graves. All of them are uncir- 
cumcised, killed by the sword because they spread 
their terror in the land of the living. 27Do they not 
lie with the other uncircumcised warriors who 
have fallen, who went down to the grave with 
their weapons of war, whose swords were placed 
under their heads? The punishment for their sins 
rested on their bones, though the terror of these 
warriors had stalked through the land of the liv- 
ing. 

28You too, O Pharaoh, will be broken and will 
lie among the uncircumcised, with those killed by 
the sword. 


th 


ST 


32:21 The Afterlife 


Though eternal life shines through a few Old 
Testament passages (see “Life after Death,” page 
474), life after death was extremely vague in most 
of the Old Testament. The grave was represented 
by a place called “Sheol.” The fate of the nations 
described here as “within the grave” gives a vivid, 
eerie sense of death. 


———_— 


421 Hebrew Sheol; also in verse 27 8 Or in; also in verse 9 
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eHdon ln there, her kine and all her 
despite (heir power, they are laid with Hone 
by the aword, They te with te meirewmetaed, 
with those whe go down tothe pit: A 

WAT the pringes of the north and all the sidontl: 
ann ace there) they went down willy the @liit in 
ingrace despite the terror caused by thelr power, 
Thoy He unoireumelwed with thowe killed by the 
aword and bear thelr ahame with thoae who go 
down to the pit 

AP hantothe and all his wemye=will see them 
and he will be consoled for all hin hordes that were 
killod by the eword, declares the Sovereign Lown. 
WAIthough | had him spread terror in the Jond of 
the living, Pharaoh and all his hordes will be laid 
among the uncircumeised, with those killed by the 
sword, declares the Sovereign Lowy.” 


Ezekiel a Watchman 


33 The word of the Lorp came to me: 2’Son of 
man, speak to your countrymen and gay to 
them: ‘When I bring the sword against a land, and 
the people of the land choose one of their men and 
make him their watchman, Sand he sees the sword 
coming against the land and blows the trumpet to 
warn the people, then if anyone hears the trum~ 
pet but does not take warning and the sword 
comes and takes his life, his blood will be on his 
own head, 5Since he heard the sound of the trum- 
pet but did not take warning, his blood will be on 
his own head, If he had taken warning, he would 
have saved himself. ‘But if the watchman sees the 
sword coming and does not blow the trumpet to 
warn the people and the sword comes and takes 
the life of one of them, that man will be taken away 
because of his sin, but I will hold the watchman 
accountable for his blood.’ 

7”Son of man, I have made you a watchman for 
the house of Israel; so hear the word I speak and 
give them warning from me. §When I say to the 
wicked, ‘O wicked man, you will surely die,’ and 
you do not speak out to dissuade him from his 
ways, that wicked man will die for? his sin, and | 
will hold you accountable for his blood. *But if you 
do warn the wicked man to turn from his ways and 
he does not do so, he will die for his sin, but you 
will have saved yourself. 

10”’Son of man, say to the house of Israel, ‘This is 
what you are saying: “Our offenses and sins weigh 
us down, and we are wasting away because of* 
them. How then can we live?” ’ Say to them, ‘As 
surely as | live, declares the Sovereign Lop, I take 
no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather 
that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn 
from your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of 
Israel?’ 

12’Therefore, son of man, say to your country- 
men, ‘The righteousness of the righteous man. will 
not save him when he disobeys, and the wicked- 
ness of the wicked man will not cause him to fall 
when he turns from it. The righteous man, if he 
sins, will not be allowed to live because of his 
former righteousness.’ If I tell the righteous man 
that he will surely live, but then he trusts in his 


«10 Or away in 


EZEKIEL 33:14 

righteousness and does evil, none of the righteous 
things he has done will be remembered; he will die 
for the evil he has done. 4And if I say to the 
wicked man, ‘You will surely die,” but he then 
turns away from his sin and does what is just and 
right— !5if he gives back what he took in pledge for 
a loan, returns what he has stolen, follows the 
decrees that give life, and does no evil, he will 
surely live; he will not die. !6None of the sins he 
has committed will be remembered against him. 
He has done what is just and right; he will surely 


live. 
“Yet your countrymen say, ‘The way of the 


Lord is not just.’ But it is their way that is not just. 
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and does evil, he will die for it. 1% 
man turns away from his wickedness 


what is just and right, he will live by ~~ 
ai 


20Yet, O house of Israel, you say, ‘The way of the 
Lord is not just.’ But I will judge each of you ac- 
cording to his own ways.” : Pit, 


Jerusalem’s Fall Explained 

?lIn the twelfth year of our exile, in the tenth _ 
month on the fifth day, a man who had 
from Jerusalem came to me and said, ‘The city has 
fallen!’ 22Now the evening before the man arrived, 
the hand of the Lorp was upon me, and he opened 
my mouth before the man came to me in the morn- 


ISIf a righteous man turns from his righteousness 


The Turning Point 
From here forward, Ezekiel offers good news 


In the twelfth year of our exile . . 
city has fallen!” 33:21 


Abe their children parents can seem frighteningly inconsistent. One minute a father is 
about something. The next moment, punishment over, he is ta 


- aman who had escaped from Jerusalem came to me and said, ‘The 


ripping his 


king 


son’s wrist, shoutin, 
is son. How can he change so drastically? Why so angry one minute and 


quietly and lovingly to 
so loving the next? 


The sudden change makes sense only if you grasp that most parents hate the role of 


disciplinarian. They punish in order to correct somethin: 
punishment behind them as quickly as possible, 


A Happier Life for Ezekiel 
Ezekiel portrays just such a drastic chan, 
offered mostly anger and threats. Suddent 


sip 


ge between God and Israel. Until chapter 33 he had 
ly, in verse 21, the news of Jerusalem’s fall reached 


Ezekiel. The punishment, long threatened, had come. From this point on, Ezekiel’s message from 


God became dominated by dreams of the future—happy dreams. Ezekiel’ 
years of virtual silence (3:26-27—he spoke only what God told him to), he opened 


vid colors he had af 


too. After seven 


his mouth freely again. 


God, speaking through Ezekiel, began to paint the future with the same vi 
e of Israel as a flock of sheep and hi 

he mountains of Israel as they will look under his full 
s in chapter 6, 4 

a vision that _ 


used to promise punishment. He spo! 
shepherd (chapter 34). He previewed t 
blessing (chapter 36)—very different fr 


God showed Ezekiel a valley of dried bones 
has inspired musicians and preachers ever sinc 


from the north, Gog and Magog, 


‘om the prediction given those same mountain 
rising up and taking life (chapter 37), 
e. He forecast a fantastic battle with evil forces 

in which God's people would triumph magnificently (chapters 


s life became happier 


mself as their loving 


38-39). Then, in his final vision, God showed Ezekiel the nation of Israel restored, with its 


boundaries extended far into hostile territory, 


The Lord would come back to his home, to liv 


The Temple's Significance 
The temple, to Israel, was a si 


himself to be with them permanently—not to come and 
to his people. When he left the temple (10:18) and let it 


its temple rebuilt in new splendor (chapters 40-48). 
e with his people. 


ign of God’s love. By taking up a home there, he committed 
0 but to be available at any and all times 
e razed by the Babylonians (2 Kings 


25:9), he communicated clearly that Israel had forfeited any right to his care. 


So Ezekiel’s vision of a rebuilt temple, with God’ 
The temple has never been rebuilt according to the precise description Ezekiel 


40-43), and many scholars understand his portrayal as symbolic. But the central beauty 

temple is this: “THe Loro 1s THere.”” The glorious, astonishi 

Babylonian desert will make his home in the center of the land. He will not 

has great plans for the happiness of his people. 

Life Questions: In your relationship with God, are you more concerned with past failures? Or with — 
Ea tate 


hopes for the future? 


e (cl 


ig they see as harmful, Afterwards, they put 


because they dream of better times in the future. 
¥ 


S glory filling it, was a promise of new hope. - 
est 


the 
ing God whom Ezekiel first saw in the 


be ‘hdr, ~ 


+ 


ing. So my mouth was opened and I was no longer 

silent 

{Then the word of the Lorp came to me; 4"Son 

of man, the people living in those euins in the land 
of Is are saying, ‘Abraham was only one man, 
yet he possessed the land. But we are many; surely 
the land has been given to us as our possession.” 
25Therefore say to them, ‘This is what the Sover- 
eign Loxp says: Since you eat meat with the blood 
still in it and look to your idols and shed blood, 
should you then possess the land? 2You rely on 
your sword, you do detestable things, and each of 
vou defiles his neighbor's wife. Should you then 
possess the land?” 

“Say this to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign 
Lorp says: As surely as | live, those who are left in 
the ruins will fall by the sword, those out in the 
country I will give to the wild animals to be de- 
voured, and those in strongholds and caves will 
die of a plague. 281 will make the land a desolate 
waste, and her proud strength will come to an end, 
and the mountains of Israel will become desolate 
so that no one will cross them, 2/Then they will 
know that | am the Lorp, when J have made the 
land a desolate waste because of all the detestable 

things they have done’ 

«As for you, son of man, your countrymen are 
talking together about you by the walls and at the 
doors of the houses, saying to each other, ‘Come 
and hear the message that has come from the 
Lorp.’ 3i{My people come to you, as they usually 
do, and sit before you to listen to your words, but 
they do not put them into practice. With their 
mouths they express devotion, but their hearts are 
greedy for unjust gain. Indeed, to them you are 
nothing more than one who sings love songs with 
a beautiful voice and plays an instrument well, for 

they hear your words but do not put them into 
practice 

33’When all this comes true—and it’surely will 
—then will know that a prophet has been 
among them.” 


Shepherds and Sheep 


34 The word of the Loxp came to me: ?’’Son of 
8 4 man, prophesy against the shepherds of Is- 
tael; prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the 
Sovereign Lorp says: Woe to the shepherds of 
Israel who only take care of themselves! Should 
not shepherds take care of the flock? 7You eat the 
curds, clothe yourselves with the wool and slaugh- 
ter the choice animals, but you do not take care of 
the flock. #You have not strengthened the weak or 
healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have 
not brought back the strays or searched for the 
lost. You have ruled them harshly and brutally. 
5So they were scattered because there was no 
shepherd, and when they were scattered they 
became food for all the wild animals. ‘My sheep 
wandered over al] the mountains and on every 
high hill. They were scattered over the whole 
earth, and no one searched or looked for them. 

™ Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of 
the Lorn: *As surely as I live, declares the Sover- 
eign Lorp, because my flock lacks a shepherd and 
so has been plundered and has become food for all 


not search for my flock but 


i 


ereign Lown says: 
will hold them accountable for my 
remove them from tending the flock 
shepherds ¢an no. 
rescue my flock from their mou! 
longer be food for them. per 
11” ‘For this is what the Sovereign Lono 
myself will search for my sheep and look after 
them. 12A9 a shepherd looks after his scattered 
flock when he is with them, so will | look after my 
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where 
they were scattered on a day of clouds and dark- 
ness. 4 will bring them out from the nations and 
gather them from the countries, and 1 will bring 
them into their own land. | will pasture them on 
the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all 
the settlements in the land. 141 will tend them in a 


ul 


lost and bring back the strays. § will bind up the 
injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and 
the strong | will destroy. | will shepherd the flock 
with justice. ~« 
17” “As for you, my flock, this is what the Sover- 


with your feet? Is it not enough for you to drink 
clear water? Must you also muddy the rest with 


2» Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lozp 
says to them: See, | myself will judge between the 
fat sheep and the lean sheep. 7\Because you shove 
with flank and shoulder, butting all the weak 


EZEKIEL 34:23 


sheep and another. 23] will place over them one_ 
shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend 
them; he will tend them and be their shepherd. 741 
the Lorp will be their God, and my servant David 
will be prince among them. | the Lorp have 
spoken 
25" ‘| will make a covenant of peace with them 
and rid the land of wild beasts so that they may live 
in the desert and sleep in the forests in safety. 261 
will bless them and the places surrounding my 
hill.2 1 will send down showers in season; there 
will be showers of blessing. 27The trees of the field 
will yield their fruit and the ground will yield its 
crops; the people will be secure in their land. They 
will know that I am the Lorp, when I break the 
bars of their yoke and rescue them from the hands 
of those who enslaved them. 28They will no longer 
be plundered by the nations, nor will wild animals 
devour them. They will live in safety, and no one 
will make them afraid. 291 will provide for them a 
land renowned for its crops, and they will no 
longer be victims of famine in the land or bear the 


scorn of the nations. ®Then they will know that I, 
the Lorp their God, am with them and that they, 
the house of Israel, are my people, declares the 


Sovereign Lorp. 3!You my sheep, the sheep of my 
pasture, are people, and I am your God, declares 
the Sovereign Lorp.' ”” 
A Prophecy Against Edom 
The word of the Lorp came to me: 2’Son of 
3 man, set your face against Mount Seir; 
prophesy against it 3and say: ‘This is what the 
Sovereign Lorp says: | am against you, Mount 
Seir, and | will stretch out my hand against you 
and make you a desolate waste. 41 will turn your 
towns into ruins and you will be desolate. Then 
you will know that I am the Lorp 
5” ‘Because you harbored an ancient hostility 
and delivered the Israelites over to the sword at the 
time of their calamity, the time their punishment 
reached its climax, therefore as surely as | live, 
declares the Sovereign Lor, | will give you over to 
bloodshed and it will pursue you. Since you did 
not hate bloodshed, bloodshed will pursue you. 71 
will make Mount Seir a desolate waste and cut off 
from it all who come and go. 81 will fill your moun- 
tains with the slain; those killed by the sword will 
fall on your hills and in your valleys and in all your 
ravines. %I will make you desolate forever; your 
towns will not be inhabited. Then you will know 
that Iam the Lorp. 

10’ ‘Because you have said, ‘These two nations 
and countries will be ours and we will take posses- 
sion of them,” even though I the Lorp was there, 
lltherefore as surely as I live, declares the Sover- 
eign Lorp, | will treat you in accordance with the 
anger and jealousy you showed in your hatred of 
them and I will make myself known among them 
when I judge you. !2Then you will know that I the 
Lorp have heard all the contemptible things you 
have said against the mountains of Israel. You 
said, “They have been laid waste and have been 
given over to us to devour.” 13You boasted against 


426 Or I will make them and the places surrounding my hill a blessing 
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me and spoke against me without 
heard it. '4This is what the 
While the whole earth rejoices, L will < 
desolate, 15Because you rejoiced bain oes 
tance of the house of Israel became: 
how I will treat you. ot wil belecolsehcineeae 
Seir, you and all of Edom. Thenitiness will know 
that I am the Lorp.’” pot) 
at > 
A Prophecy to the Mountains of Israel 
36, “Son of man, prophesy to the 
Israel and say, ‘O mountains of oe 
the word of the Lorn, 2This is what the: 
Lorp says: The enemy said of you, “Aha!” 
ancient heights have become our possession. 
3Therefore prophesy and say, ‘This is what 
Sovereign Lorp says: Because they ravaged 
hounded you from every side so that poe 
the possession of the rest of the aoe. and the 
object of people’s malicious talk and slander, 
4therefore, O mountains of Israel, hear the word of 
the Sovereign Lorp: This is what the Sovereign es 
Lorp says to the mountains and hills, to the 
vines and valleys, to the desolate ruins a 
deserted towns that have been plundered and ridi- 
culed by the rest of the nations around you— >this 
is what the Sovereign Lorp says: In my burning 
zeal I have spoken against the rest of the nations, 
and against all Edom, for with glee and with malice 
in their hearts they made my land their own — 
possession so that they might plunder its pasture- 
land.’ 6Therefore prophesy concerning the land of 
Israel and say to the mountains and hills, to the 
ravines and valleys: ‘This is what the Sovereign 
Lorp says: I speak in my jealous wrath because 
you have suffered the scorn of the nations. 7There- 
fore this is what the Sovereign Lorp says: | swear 
with uplifted hand that the nations around you 
will also suffer scorn. 
8” But you, O mountains of Israel, will produce 
branches and fruit for my people Israel, for they 
will soon come home. 91 am concerned for you and 
will look on you with favor; you will be plowed 
and sown, and I will multiply the number of 
people upon you, even the whole house of Israel. 
The towns will be inhabited and the ruins rebuilt. 
1] will increase the number of men and animals 
upon you, and they will be fruitful and become 
numerous. | will settle people on you as in the past 
and will make you prosper more than before. males 
you will know that I am the Lorp. I will: 
people, my people Israel, to walk upon you. 
will possess you, and you will be their inherit 
you will never again deprive them a ‘their chi 
dren. 

13” ‘This is what the Sovereign Lake says: Be- 
cause people say to you, ‘You devour " ; 
deprive your nation of its children,” 4th 
you will no longer devour men or make 
tion childless, declares the Sovereign 
longer will I make you hear the taunts o 
tions, and no longer will you suffer the 
peoples or cause your nation to fall, 
Sovereign Lorp.’” , 

a. 


we 
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Again the word of the Larp came to me; 
Son of man. when the people of Israel were 
living an their own land, they defiled it by their 
conduct and their actions. Thetr conduct was like a 
\woman’s monthly uncleanness in my sight S01 
poured out my wrth on them because they had 
shed blood in the land and because they had 
to with their idols, 1 dispersed them 
among the nations, and they were scattered 
srough the countries; | judged them according to 
heer conduct and their actions. And wherever 
hey went among the nations they profaned my 
holy name, for it was said of them, “These are the 
oxp’s people, and yet they had to leave his land” 
1 had concern tor my holy name, whieh the 
house of Israel profaned among the nations where 
they had gone 
2Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘This is 
what the Sovereign Lorp says: It is not for your 
sake, O house of Israel, that lam going to do these 
igs, but for the sake of my holy name, which 
you have profaned among the nations where you 
have gone. 231 will show the holiness of my great 
name, which has been profaned among the na- 
tions, the name you have profaned among them, 
Then the nations will know that I am the Lorp, 
declares the Sovereign Lorp, when I show myself 
holy through you before their eyes. 

24" For | will take you out of the nations; I will 
gather you trom all the countries and bring you 
back into your own land. 251 will sprinkle clean 
water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse 
you from all your impurities and from all your 
idols. 261 will give you a new heart and put a new 
spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of 
stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27And I will put 
my Spirit in you and move you to follow my de- 
crees and be careful to keep my laws. 28You will 
live in the land I gave your forefathers; you will be 
my people, and | will be your God. 29I will save 

you from all your uncleanness. I will call for the 
grain and make it plentiful and will not bring fam- 
ine upon you. I will increase the fruit of the trees 
and the crops of the field, so that you will no 
longer suffer disgrace among the nations because 
of famine. /Then you will remember your evil 
ways and wicked deeds, and you will loathe your- 
selves for your sins and detestable practices. 321 
want you to know that I am not doing this for your 
sake, declares the Sovereign Lorp. Be ashamed 
and disgraced for your conduct, O house of Israel! 


33” ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: On 


defiled 


36:27 A New Spirit 

Like Jeremiah, Ezekiel realized that Israel needed 
more than a fresh start. To avoid making the same 
mistakes all over again, they needed new 
motivation and orientation. God must work radical 
surgery on them, to implant a new heart and a new 
spirit. Jesus’ followers believed that this began 
when the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost (Acts 
2:17-21). 


the day | cleanse you fron 
resettle your towns, and ee 
“The desolate land will be 
lying desolate in the sight of 
it, “They will say, “This ta 


& 


around you that remain will know that tthe 
have rebuilt what was destroyed and have r 
ed what was desolate. | the Lowe have 
and I will do it,’ 

"This is what the Sovereign Loup says: Once 
again | will yield to the plea of the house of leraet 
and do this for them: | will make their people ae 
as sheep, “as numerous as the flocks 
for offerings at Jerusalem during her aj 
feasts. So will the ruined elties be filled 
of people, Then they will know that | am the 
Lorp.” * 7 


The Valley of Dry Bones fi 


37 The hand of the Loxp was upon me, and he 
brought me out by the Spirit of the Lory and 
set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
2He led me back and forth among them, and I saw 
a great many bones on the floor of the valley, 
bones that were very dry. JHe asked me, “Son of 
man, can these bones live?” * 

I said, “O Sovereign Loxp, you alone know.” 

4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones 
and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lorp! 5This is what the Sovereign Loxp says to 
these bones; I will make breath enter you, and 
you will come to life. 61 will attach tendons to you 
and make flesh come upon you and cover you with 
skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to 
life. Then you will know that I am the Lorp,’” 

7So | prophesied as 1 was commanded. And as 1 
was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling 
sound, and the bones came together, bone to 
bone. §I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared 
on them and skin covered them, but there was no 
breath in them. 

9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; 
prophesy, son of man, and say to it, This is what 
the Sovereign Lorp says: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, 
they may live.” 10So I prophesied as he 
manded me, and breath entered them; they came 
to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 

Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones 
are the whole house. of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we 
cut off.’ !2Therefore prophesy and say to es 
‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: O my 
people, | am going to open your graves and bring 
you up from them; I will bring you back to the land 
of Israel. 13Then you, my people, will know that I 
am the Lorp, when I open your graves and bring 
you up from them. 141 will put my Spirit in you 
you will live, and I will settle you in your own 
land. Then you will know that I the Lorp have 
spoken, and I have done it, declares the Logo.” ” 


“5 The Hebrew for this word can also mean wind or spirit (see verses 6-14). 


EZEKIEL 37:15 732 
* Sovereign Loxp says: | am 


One Nation Under One King 
IsThe word of the Lorp came to me; !6Son of 
man, take a stick of wood and write on it, ‘Belong- 
ing to Judah and the Israelites associated with 
him.’ Then take another stick of wood, and write 
onit, ‘Ephraim’s stick, belonging to Joseph and all 
the house of Israel associated with him.’ “Join 
them together into one stick so that they will 
become one in your hand. 
1S“When your countrymen ask you, ‘Won’t you 
tell us what you mean by this?’ ! 
is what the Sovereign Lorp says: 
the stick of Joseph—which is in Ephraim’s hand— 
and of the Israelite tribes associated with him, and 
join it to Judah's stick, making them a single stick 
of wood, and they will become one in my hand.’ 
20Hold before their eyes the sticks you have writ- 
ten on land say to them, ‘This is what the Sover- 
eign Lorp says: | will take the Israelites out of the 
nations where they have gone. | will gather them 
from all around and bring them back into their 
own land. “I will make them one nation in the 
land, on the mountains of Israel. There will be one 
king over all of them and they will never again be 
two nations or be divided into two kingdoms. 
5They will no longer defile themselves with their 
idols and vile images or with any of their offenses, 
for | will save them from all their sinful back- 
sliding,“ and | will cleanse them. They will be my 
people, and I will be their God. 
24” ‘My servant David will be king over them, 
and they will all have one shepherd. They will 
follow my laws and be careful to keep my decrees. 
25They will live in the land I gave to my servant 
Jacob, the land where your fathers lived. They and 
their children and their children’s children will live 
there forever, and David my servant will be their 
prince forever. 26] will make a covenant of peace 
with them; it will be an everlasting covenant. I will 
establish them and increase their numbers, and I 
will put my sanctuary among them forever. 27My 
dwelling place will be with them; I will be their 
God, and they will be my people. 28Then the na- 
tions will know that I the Lorp make Israel holy, 
when my sanctuary is among them forever.’ ” 


A Prophecy Against Gog 


The word of the Lorp came to me: 2Son of 
3 man, set your face against Gog, of the land 
of Magog, the chief prince oft Meshech and Tubal; 
prophesy against him 3and say: ‘This is what the 


37:22 North and South Reunited 
Israel longed to be reunited. They had been split 
into two nations (sometimes at war) since the days 
of Solomon, over 300 years before. Yet, like East 
and West Germany and North and South Korea 
today, they had not forgotten their common origin. 
God promised to reunite the two—even though 
one had been in exile, scattered among other 
nations, for over 100 years. 


“23 Many Hebrew manuscripts (see also Septuagint); most Hebrew manuscripts all their dwelling places where they sinned 
45 That is, the upper Nile region 


prince of Rosh «3 Or Gog, prince of Rosh, 


against 

chief prince of¢ Meshech and Tubal, 41 
you around, put hooks in your jaws and 
out with your whole army—your horses, — 
horsemen fully armed, and a great horde with 
large and small shields, all of them 
their swords, 5Persia, Cushé and Put will be with 
them, all with shields and helmets, *also Gomer 
with all its troops, and Beth Togarmah from the far. 

north with all its troops—the many nations with’ 
you, 

7 ‘Get ready; be prepared, you and all ‘the 
hordes gathered about you, and take command of 
them. 8After many days you will be called to arms. 

In future years you will invade a land that has 
recovered from war, whose people were gathered 
from many nations to the mountains of Israel, 
which had long been desolate, They had been 
brought out from the nations, and now all of them 
live in safety. °You and all your troops and the 
many nations with you will go up, advancing likea 
storm; you will be like a cloud covering the land, 

10” ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorv says: On 
that day thoughts will come into your mind and 
you will devise an evil scheme. 11You will say, “I 
will invade a land of unwalled villages; I will attack 
a peaceful and unsuspecting people—all of them: 
living without walls and without gates and bars. 
12] will plunder and loot and turn my hand against 
the resettled ruins and the people gathered from 
the nations, rich in livestock and goods, living at 
the center of the land.” 13Sheba and Dedan and the 
merchants of Tarshish and all her villagest will 
say to you, “Have you come to plunder? Have you 
gathered your hordes to loot, to carry off silverand 
gold, to take away livestock and goods and to seize 
much plunder?” ’ 

14’Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say to 
Gog: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: In that 
day, when my people Israel are living in safety, 
will you not take notice of it? 15You will come from 
your place in the far north, you and many nations 
with you, all of them riding on horses, a great 
horde, a mighty army. !6You will advance against 
my people Israel like a cloud that covers the land. 
In days to come, O Gog, | will bring you against 
my land, so that the nations may know me when | 
show myself holy through you before their eyes. 

17” ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: Are 
you not the one I spoke of in former days by m: 
servants the prophets of Israel? At that time 
prophesied for years that | would bring you 
against them. !8This is what will happen in that 
day: When Gog attacks the land of s 
anger will be aroused, declares the Sovereign 
Lorp. !9In my zealand Bete 


that time there shall be a 

land of Israel. woThe fish ofthe sea, the birds of 
air, the beasts of the ee ee 

moves along the ground, and all 

Sete. os aaa 
mountains will be overturned, the cliffs will crum- 
ble and every sai Salo ee 


13 ee oe * 


™ 


omen @ sword against Gog on all my mou: 
Sares the Soveregen Lod. Every man's 
Wh De against Das Brother. 222 will execute 
at gn hem wath plague and Noutshed: | 
s Rwrents of rain, Naustones and 
cos hem and an Ris troops and on 
ss wath him. >And sol will show 
s yess ant ayy holwwess, and L will make 
n many nations, Then 

se LORD 
oxy against Gog and 
e the Soveregn Lorp says: | 
cteet prince of Meshech 
you around and drag you 


mountains of Israel, ‘Then I will 
am your lett hand and make 
em your right hand. On the 
ou will fall, you and all your 
s with vou. I will give vou as 
of carnon birds and to the wild 
he open field, for I have 
Sovereign Lorp. 4 will send 
those who hve in safety in 
hey well know that [am the 


wll make known my holy name among my 
I will no longer let my holy name be 
and the nations will know that I the 
the Holy One in Israel. Sit is coming! It 
rely take place, declares the Sovereign 
>. This is the day I have spoken of. 

Then those whe live in the towns of Israel 
use the weapons for fuel and burn 
mall and large shields, the bows 
ar clubs and spears. For seven 
use them for fuel. They will not 
ood from the fields or cut it from 
cause they will use the weapons for 


Sovereign Lorp 

On that day I will give Gog a burial place in 
in the valley of those who travel east 
toward® the Sea.< It will block the way of travel- 

ers, because Gog and all his hordes will be buried 


Israel 


there. So 
Gog. 

12” ‘For seven months the house of Israel will be 
burying them in order to cleanse the land. 3All the 
people of the land will bury them, and the day lam 
glorified will be a memorable day for them, de- 
clares the Sovereign Lorp 

1” ‘Men will be regularly employed to cleanse 
the land. Some will go throughout the land and, in 
addition to them, others will bury those that re- 
main on the ground. At the end of the seven 
months they will begin their search. 5As they go 
through the land and one of them sees a human 
bone, he will set up a marker beside it until the 
gravediggers have buried it in the Valley of Hamon 
Gog. '(Also a town called Hamonahe will be 
there.) And so they will cleanse the land.’ 


#1 Or Gog. prince of Rosh. 11 Orof 
means horde 125 Or now restore the fortunes of Jacob 


it will be called the Valley of Hamon 


‘11 That is, the Dead Sea 
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will eat your fill of horses and riders, 
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the people of Israel went into exile for their sin, 
because they were unfaithful to me. So | hid my 
tace from then and handed them over to their 
enemies, and they all fell by the sword, 341 dealt 
with them according to their uncleanness and their 
offenses, and | hid my face from them. 
2"Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lorp 
says: I will now bring Jacob back from captivity? 
and will have compassion on all the people of 


Israel, and | will be zealous for my 


if 


fulness they showed toward me when they lived 
in safety in their land with no one to make | 


afraid. 27When I have brought them back from th 


nations and have gathered them from coun- “a 
tries of their enemies, | will show f holy 
through them in the sight of many nations. 8Then 
they will know that 1am the Lorp their God, for 
though I sent them into exile among the nations, 1 
will gather them to their own land, notleavingany = 


behind. 951 will no longer hide my face from them, 


for I will pour out my Spirit on the house of . 
declares the Sovereign Lorp.” aad aa 
The New Temple Area mn zbazyt 


4 In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, a bel 
beginning of the year, on the tenth of the 
month, in the fourteenth year after the fall « 
city—on that very day the hand of the Lorp w 
upon me and he took me there. In visions ¢ f 
he took me to the land of Israel and set me on a 
very high mountain, on whose south sit 
some buildings that looked like a city. 3He took me 
there, and I saw a man whose appearance was like 


bronze; he was standing in the gateway with a _ 


linen cord and a measuring rod in his hand. 

man said to me, “Son of man, look with your eyes. 
and hear with your ears and ‘pay attention to 
everything I am going to show you, for that is why 
you have been brought here. Tell the house of 
Israel everything you see.”” emnagsr 


1 ecpine vi ey 


The East Gate tothe OuterCourt = 
5] saw a wall completely surrounding the temple 
411 Hamon Gog means hordes of Gog. “16 Hamonah 
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area. The length of the measuring rod in the man’s 
hand was six long cubits, each of which was a 
cubit? and a handbreadth.t He measured the 
wall; it was one measuring rod thick and one rod 
high 
6Then he went to the gate facing east. He 
climbed its steps and measured the threshold of 
the gate; it was one rod deep. 7The alcoves for the 
guards were one rod long and one rod wide, and 
the projecting walls between the alcoves were five 
cubits thick. And the threshold of the gate next to 
the portico facing the temple was one rod deep. 
8Then he measured the portico of the gateway; 
‘it? was eight cubits deep and its jambs were two 
cubits thick, The portico of the gateway faced the 
temple 
10Inside the east gate were three alcoves on each 
side; the three had the same measurements, and 
the faces of the projecting walls on each side had 
the same measurements. !!Then he measured the 
width of the entrance to the gateway; it was ten 
cubits and its length was thirteen cubits. !2In front 
of each alcove was a wall one cubit high, and the 
alcoves were six cubits square. 13Then he mea- 
sured the gateway from the top of the rear wall of 
one alcove to the top of the opposite one; the dis- 
tance was twenty-five cubits from one parapet 
opening to the opposite one. 14He measured along 
the faces of the projecting walls all around the 
inside of the gateway—sixty cubits. The mea- 
surement was up to the portico* facing the court- 
yard! 15The distance from the entrance of the 
gateway to the far end of its portico was fifty cu- 
bits. 16The alcoves and the projecting walls inside 
the gateway were surmounted by narrow parapet 
openings all around, as was the portico; the open- 
ings all around faced inward. The faces of the pro- 
jecting walls were decorated with palm trees. 


The Outer Court 


17Then he brought me into the outer court. 
There I saw some rooms and a pavement that had 
been constructed all around the court; there were 
thirty rooms along the pavement. !8It abutted the 
sides of the gateways and was as wide as they 
were long; this was the lower pavement. !?Then he 
measured the distance from the inside of the lower 
gateway to the outside of the inner court; it was a 
hundred cubits on the east side as well as on the 
north. 


The North Gate 


20Then he measured the length and width of the 
gate facing north, leading into the outer court. 2ilts 
alcoves—three on each side—its projecting walls 
and its portico had the same measurements as 
those of the first gateway. It was fifty cubits long 
and twenty-five cubits wide. 2Its openings, its 
portico and its palm tree decorations had the same 
measurements as those of the gate facing east. 
Seven steps led up to it, with its portico opposite 
45 The common cubit was about 1 1/2 feet (about 0.5 meter). 
Hebrew deep, the first threshold, one rod deep 


jambs 


48,9 Many Hebrew manuscripts, ne : am a, 
scripts gateway facing the temple; it was one rod deep. "Then he measured the portico of the gateway: : 
ceseapaall 114 The meaning of the Hebrew for this verse is uncertain. £37 Gaptingint (ote aiasivg va d 7 


a hundred cubits. iy en 
The South Gate ‘a ‘ 
24Then he led me to the south side and I saw a 

gate facing south. He measured its jambs and its 
portico, and they had the same measurements as 
the others. The gateway and its portico had nar- 
row openings all around, like the openings 
others. It was fifty cubits long and twenty te 
cubits wide. 26Seven steps led up to it, with 
portico opposite them; it had palm tree decora- 
tions on the faces of the projecting walls on each 
side. 27The inner court also had a gate 

south, and he measured from this gate to the outer 
gate on the south side; it was a hundred cubits. 


Gates to the Inner Court rene 


28Then he brought me into the inner court 
through the south gate, and he measured the 
south gate; it had the same measurements as the 
others. 2%Its alcoves, its projecting walls and its 
portico had the same measurements as the others. 
The gateway and its portico had openings all 
around. It was fifty cubits long and twenty-five 
cubits wide. %(The porticoes of the gateways 
around the inner court were twenty-five cubits 
wide and five cubits deep.) Its portico faced the 
outer court; palm trees decorated its jambs, and 
eight steps led up to it. AT | ey 
22Then he brought me to the inner court on the 
east side, and he measured the gateway; it had the 
same measurements as the others. “Its alcoves, its 
projecting walls and its portico had the same mea- 
surements as the others, The gateway and its por- 
tico had openings all around. It was fifty cubits 
long and twenty-five cubits wide. MIts portico ‘ 
faced the outer court; palm trees decorated the 
jambs on either side, and eight steps led up to it. 
35Then he brought me to the north gate and 
measured it. It had the same measurements as the 
others, %as did its alcoves, its projecting walls and 
its portico, and it had openings all around. It was 
fifty cubits long and twenty-five cubits wide. 37Its 
porticos faced the outer court; palm trees decorat- 
ed the jambs on either side, and eight steps led up 
to it. < 
The Rooms for Preparing Sacrifices 
38A room with a doorway was by the} 
each of the inner gateways, where the burnt offer- 
ings were washed. 39In the portico of the 
were two tables on each side, on which the burnt 
offerings, sin offerings and guilt offerings were 
slaughtered. 40By the outside wall of the i 4 } 
the gateway, near the steps at the entrance to thi 
north gateway were two tables, and on the other 
side of the steps were two tables. 4!So there were 
four tables on one side of the gateway and | ; 


. 


centimeters) 
Vulgate and Syriac; most 


$5 That is, about J inches (about 8 
‘Septuagint, 


fox 


735 


the other—eight tables in all—on which the sacri- 
fices were slaughtered 2There were also four ta- 
bles of dressed stone for the burnt offerings, eacha 
cubit and a halt long, 4 cubit and a half wide and a 
them were placed the utensils for 


cubit high, On 

Sanghter ing the burnt offerings and the other sac- 
rifices. HAnd double-pronged hooks, each a hand- 
breadth long. were attached to the wall all around. 


The tables were for the flesh of the offerings. 


Rooms for the Priests 
4Outside the inner gate, within the inner court, 
were two rooms, ones at the side of the north gate 
and facing south, and another at the side of the 
south? gate and facing north. He said to me, 
The room facing south is for the priests who have 
charge of the temple, #and the room facing north 
s for the priests who have charge of the altar. 
These are the sons of Zadok, who are the only 
Levites who may draw near to the Lorp to minister 
before him 
47Then he measured the court: It was square—a 
hundred cubits long and a hundred cubits wide. 
And the altar was in front of the temple. 


The Temple 

4+8He brought me to the portico of the temple and 
asured the jambs of the portico; they were five 
1bits wide on either side. The width of the en- 
trance was fourteen cubits and its projecting walls 
were three cubits wide on either side. 47The por- 


EZEKIEL 41:22 
width was twenty cubits across the end of 
outer sanctuary. He said to me, vit One bleee 
Holy Place.” bang 

SThen he measured the wall of the temple; itwas _ 
six cubits thick, and each side room around the 
temple was four cubits wide. ‘The side rooms were 
on three levels, one above another, thirty on each 
level. There were ledges all around the wall of the — 
temple to serve as supports for the side rooms, 0° 
that the supports were not inserted into the wall of 
the temple. The side rooms all around the temple 
were wider at each successive level. The structure 
surrounding the temple was built in ascending, 
stages, so that the rooms widened as one went 
upward. A stairway went up from the lowest floor 
to the top floor through the middle floor. 

5] saw that the temple had a raised base all 
around it, forming the foundation of the side 
rooms. It was the length of the rod, six long cubits. 
8The outer wall of the side rooms was five cubits 
thick. The open area between the side rooms of the 
temple Wand the , priests’, rooms was twenty cu- 
bits wide all around the temple. !!There were en- 
trances to the side rooms from the open area, one 
on the north and another on the south; and the — 
base adjoining the open area was five cubits wide 
all around. u 

12The building facing the temple courtyard on» 
the west side was seventy cubits wide. The wall of 
the building was five cubits thick all around, and 
its length was ninety cubits. Taf 


" 


tico was twenty cubits wide, and twelve? cubits 
from front to back. It was reached by a flight of 
stairs,¢ and there were pillars on each side of the 


jamDs. 
4 Then the man brought me to the outer sanc- 

tuary and measured the jambs; the width of 
the jambs was six cubitsf on each side. 7The 
entrance was ten cubits wide, and the projecting 
walls on each side of it were five cubits wide. He 
also measured the outer sanctuary; it was forty 
cubits long and twenty cubits wide. 

Then he went into the inner sanctuary and 
measured the jambs of the entrance; each was two 
cubits wide. The entrance was six cubits wide, and 
the projecting walls on each side of it were seven 
cubits wide. 4And he measured the length of the 
inner sanctuary; it was twenty cubits, and its 


13Then he measured the temple; it was a hun- 
dred cubits long, and the temple courtyard and the 
building with its walls were also a hundred cubits 
long. 'SThe width of the temple courtyard on the 
east, including the front of the temple, was a hun-~ 
dred cubits. ; en 

15Then he measured the length of the building _ 
facing the courtyard at the rear of the temple, in- 
cluding its galleries on each side; it was a hundred 
cubits. 

The outer sanctuary, the inner sanctuary and 
the portico facing the court, 16as well as the thresh- 
olds and the narrow windows and galleries 
around the three of them—everything beyond and 
including the threshold was covered with wood. 
The floor, the wall up to the windows, and the 
windows were covered. 17In the space above the 
outside of the entrance to the inner sanctuary and 
on the walls at regular intervals all around the 
inner and outer sanctuary !8were carved cherubim 
and palm trees. Palm trees alternated with cher- 
ubim. Each cherub had two faces: '%the face of a ~ 
man toward the palm tree on one side and the face 
of a lion toward the palm tree on the other. They 
were carved all around the whole temple. From 
the floor to the area above the entrance, cherubim 
and palm trees were carved on the wall of the outer 
sanctuary. 

21The outer sanctuary had a rectangular door- 
frame, and the one at the front of the Most Holy 
Place was similar. 2There was a wooden altar 


Septuagint: Hebrew were rooms for smgers, which were “44 Septuagint; Hebrew east “48 Septuagint; Hebrew entrance was 
Septuagint; Hebrew cleven (49 Hebrew; Septuagint Ten steps led up to it {1 The common cubit was about 1 1/2 feet (about 
meter) 41 One Hebrew manuscript and Septuagint, most Hebrew manuscripts side, the width of the tent 


41:2 Seeing the New Temple 
You'll find it easier to visualize Ezekiel’s temple if 
you look at a sketch from a Bible dictionary. (Look 
under “Temple” or “Ezekiel.”’) Ezekiel’s 
description reveais fascinating insights. For 
instance, the number of steps up toward the Holy 
Place grows greater at each stage, so that a 
worshiper mounts increasingly higher. But the 
doorways grow narrower (40:48; 41:2-3)— 
suggesting that the nearer to God’s presence one 
oer the narrower the path he or she must 
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three cubits high and two cubits squares; its cor- 
ners, its base’ and its sides were of wood. The 
man said to me, “This is the table that is before the 
Lorp.” 23Both the outer sanctuary and the Most 
Holy Place had double doors, 24Each door had two 
leaves—two hinged leaves for each door, And on 
the doors of the outer sanctuary were carved cher- 
ubim and palm trees like those carved on the walls, 
and there was a wooden overhang on the front of 
the portico. 26On the sidewalls of the portico were 
narrow windows with palm trees carved on each 
side, The side rooms of the temple also had over- 
hangs. 


Rooms for the Priests 


4 Then the man led me northward into the 
outer court and brought me to the rooms 
opposite the temple courtyard and opposite the 
outer wall on the north side. 2The building whose 
door faced north was a hundred cubits¢ long and 
fifty cubits wide. 3Both in the section twenty cubits 
from the inner court and in the section opposite 
the pavement of the outer court, gallery faced gal- 
lery at the three levels, 4In front of the rooms was 
an inner passageway ten.cubits wide and a hun- 
dred cubits¢ long. Their doors were on the north. 
5Now the upper rooms were narrower, for the 
galleries took more space from them than from the 
rooms on the lower and middle floors of the build- 
ing. 6The rooms on the third floor had no pillars, as 
the courts had; so they were smaller in floor space 
than those on the lower and middle floors. 7There 
was an outer wall parallel to the rooms and the 
outer court; it extended in front of the rooms for 
fifty cubits. 8While the row of rooms on the side 
next to the outer court was fifty cubits long, the 
row on the side nearest the sanctuary was a hun- 
dred cubits long. °The lower rooms had an en- 
trance on the east side as one enters them from the 
outer court. 
10On the south sidee along the length of the wall 
of the outer court, adjoining the temple courtyard 
and opposite the outer wall, were rooms !!with a 
passageway in front of them. These were like the 
rooms on the north; they had the same length and 
width, with similar exits and dimensions. Similar 
to the doorways on the north !2were the doorways 
of the rooms on the south, There was a doorway at 
the beginning of the passageway that was parallel 
to the corresponding wall extending eastward, by 
which one enters the rooms. 
13Then he said to me, “The north and south 
rooms facing the temple courtyard are the priests’ 
rooms, where the priests who approach the Lorp 
will eat the most holy offerings. There they will put 
the most holy offerings—the grain offerings, the 
sin offerings and the guilt offerings—for the place 
is holy. !4Once the priests enter the holy precincts, 
they are not to go into the outer court until they 
leave behind the garments in which they minister, 
for these are holy. They are to put on other clothes 


°22 Septuagint; Hebrew long 
“4 Septuagint and Synac; Hebrew and one cubit 
rods; also in verses 18 and 19 517 Septuagint; Hebrew rods 
manuscripts! ‘7 Or their spiritual adultery; also in verse 9 


622 Septuagint; Hebrew length 


10 Septuagint; Hebrew Eastward 


before they go near the places that antetor 
people.” a 


15When he had finished measuring what was 
inside the temple area, he led me out by the east 
gate and measured the area all around: !6He mea- 
sured the east side with the measuring rod; it was 
five hundred cubits./ 17He measured the north 
side; it was five hundred cubitss by the measuring 
rod, 18He measured the south side; it was five 
hundred cubits by the measuring rod, ! 
turned to the west side and measured; it was five 
hundred cubits by the measuring rod. 20So he 
measured the area on all four sides. It had a wall 
around it, five hundred cubits long and five hun- 
dred cubits wide, to separate the holy from the 
common, 


The Glory Returns to the Temple 


4 Then the man brought me to the gate facing 

east, 2and I saw the glory of the God of Israel 
coming from the east. His voice was like the roar of 
rushing waters, and the land was radiant with his 
glory. 1The vision I saw was like the vision I had 
seen when hel came to destroy the city and like 
the visions I had seen by the Kebar River, and | fell 
facedown. 4The glory of the Lorp entered the tem- 
ple through the gate facing east. 5Then the Spirit 
lifted me up and brought me into the inner court, 
and the glory of the Lorp filled the temple. 

6While the man was standing beside me, I heard 
someone speaking to me from inside the temple. 
7He said: “Son of man, this is the place of my 
throne and the place for the soles of my feet. This is 
where I will live among the Israelites forever, The 
house of Israel will never again defile my holy 
name—neither they nor their kings—by their 
prostitution’ and the lifeless idols/ of their kings 
at their high places. 3When they placed their 
threshold next to my threshold and their door- 
posts beside my doorposts, with only a wall be- 
tween me and them, they defiled my holy name by 
their detestable practices. So I destroyed them in 
my anger. 9Now let them put away from me their 
prostitution and the lifeless idols of their kings, 
and | will live among them forever. 


10’’Son of man, describe the temple to the people 
of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their sins. 
Let them consider the plan, land if they are 
ashamed of all they have done, make known to 
them the design of the temple—its arrangement, 
its exits and entrances—its whole design and all its 


43:4 The Glory Returns» 
Nineteen years had passed since Ezekiel saw the 
glory of the Lord leave the temple (11 ra 
temple was now dust and ashes and broken + fe 
the conquering Babylonians had burnt and” 
destroyed it. The new temple Ezekiel saw it. his 
vision symbolized that God would live again with 


his renewed people. i 


(2 The common cubit was about 1 1/2 feet (about 0.5 meter). 
116 See Septuagint of verse 17; Hebrew — 
ng, Some Hebrew manuscripts and Vulgate; most Hebrew na 
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regulations! and laws. Write these down before 
them so that they may be faithful to its design and 
follow all its regulations 

LY This is the law of the temple: All the sur- 
Sahin “a on top of the mountain will be most 


holy Such is the law of the temple 
The Altar 

These are the measurements of the altar in 
long cubits, that cubit being a cubith and a hand- 
breadth Its gutter is a cubit deep and a cubit 


wide, with a rim of one spané around the edge. 
And this is the height of the altar: 4From the gutter 
on the ground up to the lower ledge it is two cubits 
high and a cubit wide, and from the smaller ledge 
up to the larger ledge it is four cubits high and a 
cubit wide. 5The altar hearth is four cubits high, 
and four horns project upward from the hearth. 
\6The altar hearth is square, twelve cubits long and 
twelve cubits wide. !7The upper ledge also is 
square, fourteen cubits long and fourteen cubits 
wide, with a rim of half a cubit and a gutter of a 
cubit all around. The steps of the altar face east.” 
i8Then he said to me, “Son of man, this is what 
the Sovereign Lorp says: These will be the regula- 
tions for sacrificing burnt offerings and sprinkling 
blood upon the altar when it is built: '%You are to 
give a young bull as a sin offering to the priests, 
who are Levites, of the family of Zadok, who come 
near to minister before me, declares the Sovereign 
Lorp. 20You are to take some of its blood and put it 
on the four horns of the altar and on the four 
corners of the upper ledge and all around the rim, 
and so purify the altar and make atonement for it. 
21You are to take the bull for the sin offering and 
burn it in the designated part of the temple area 
outside the sanctuary. 
2”On the second day you are to offer a male 
goat without defect for a sin offering, and the altar 
is to be purified as it was purified with the bull. 
23When you have finished purifying it, you are to 
offer a young buli and’a ram from the flock, both 
without defect. 24You are to offer them before the 
Lorp, and the priests are to sprinkle salt on them 
and sacrifice them as a burnt offering to the Lorb. 
25For seven days you are to provide a male goat 
daily for a sin offering; you are also to provide a 
young bull and a ram from the flock, both without 
defect. 26For seven days they are to make atone- 
ment for the altar and cleanse it; thus they will 
dedicate it. 27At the end of these days, from the 
eighth day on, the priests are to present your burnt 
offerings and fellowship offerings¢ on the altar. 
Then | will accept you, declares the Sovereign 
Lorp.” 


The Prince, the Levites, the Priests 
4 Then the man brought me back to the outer 

gate of the sanctuary, the one facing east, 
and it was shut. 2The Lorp said to me, “This gate 
is to remain shut. It must not be opened; no one 
may enter through it. It is to remain shut because 
the Lorp, the God of Israel, has entered through it. 


#1] Some Hebrew manuscripts and Septuagint; most Hebrew manuscripts regulations and its whole design 
13 That is, about 3 inches (about 8 centimeters) 


was about I 1/2 feet (about 0.5 meter). 
centimeters) 27 Traditionally peace offerings 


The prince himself is the only one who may ot — 
inside the gateway to eat in the presence of the 
Loup, He is to enter by way of the portica of the 
gateway and go out the sameway rl 

‘Then the man brought me by way of the north 
Br se a a ee 
tl jory c 
Loxp, and | fell facedown, oe 

"The Loxp said to’ me, “Son of man, look : 
fully, listen closely and give attention to every- 
thing | tell you concerning all the regulations re- 


garding the temple of the Loa, Give attention to 
the entrance of the temple and all the exits of the ba 


sanctuary. “Say to the rebellious house of Israel, 
“This is what the Sovereign Loxp says: Enough of 
your detestable , O house of Israel! Jin 


flesh into my sanctuary, desecrating my 
while you offered me food, fat and blood, and you 
broke my covenant. *Instead of carrying out your 


duty in regard to my holy things, you putothersin 


charge of my sanctuary, ‘This is what the Sover- 

eign Lorp says: No foreigner uncircumcised in 
heart and flesh is to enter my sanctuary, not even ¥ 
the foreigners who live among the Israelites. 

10” ‘The Levites who went far from me when 
Israel went astray and who wandered from me 
after their idols must bear the consequences of — 
their sin. 1! They may serve in my sanctuary, hav- 
ing charge of the gates of the temple and servingin 
it; they may slaughter the burnt andsac- 
rifices for the people and stand before the people 
and serve them. !2But because they served them in 
the presence of their idols and made the house of 
Israel fall into sin, therefore | have sworn with —__ 
uplifted hand that they must bear the conse- 
quences of their sin, declares the Sovereign Lonp. 
13They are not to come near to serve me as priests _ 
or come near any of my holy things or my most 
holy offerings; they must bear the shame of their 
detestable practices. 14Yet I will put them in charge 
of the duties of the temple and all the work that is 
to be done in it. : 

15” ‘But the priests, who are Levites and de- 
scendants of Zadok and who faithfully carried out 
the duties of my sanctuary when the Israelites 
went astray from me, are to come near to minister 
before me; they are to stand before me to offer 
sacrifices of fat and blood, declares the Sovereign. 
Lor. !6They alone are to enter my sanctuary; they 
alone are to come near my table to minister before 
me and perform my service. 

17 ‘When they enter the gates of the inner 
court, they are to wear linen clothes; they must not 
wear any woolen garment while ministering at the 
gates of the inner court or inside the temple. 
isThey are to wear linen turbans on their heads 
and linen undergarments around their waists. 
They must not wear anything that makes them 
perspire. 1)When they go out into the outer court 
where the people are, they are to take off the 
clothes they have been ministering in and are to 


*13 The common aubit 
#13 That is, about 9 inches (about22 ~ 


ey must not 
ced women; they may 
reelite descent or widows 
each my people the differ- 
oly and the common and show 
inguish between the undean and 


y dispute, the priests are to serve as 
‘ding to my ordinances. 
and my decrees for all 


i they are to keep my 


2 


* not defile himself by going 
son; however, if the dead person 
other, son or daughter, brother 
nm he may defile himself. 
© must wait seven days. 
he goes into the inner court of the 
er in the sanctuary, he ts to 
for himself, declares the Sover- 


m to be the only inheritance the priests 

give them no possession in Israel; 
possession. They will eat the grain 
n offerings and the guilt offerings; 
thing in Israel devoted to the Lorp will 
The best of all the firstfruits and 
pecial gifts will belong to the priests. 
ve them the first portion of your 
ea! so that a blessing may rest on your 
The priests must not eat anything, 
imal, found dead or torn by wild ani- 


Division of the Land 
4, @ “When you allot the land as an inheri- 
45 e, you are to present to the Lorp a por- 
t he land as a sacred district, 25,000 cubits 
20,000° cubits wide; the entire area will 
y f this, a section 500 cubits square is to be 
e sanctuary, with 50 cubits around it for open 
In the sacred district, measure off a section 
cubits: long and 10,000 cubits? wide. In it 


be the sanctuary, the Most Holy Place. #It will 
be the sacred portion of the land for the priests, 
who minister in the sanctuary and who draw near 
ister before the Lorp. It will be a place for 
their houses as well as a holy place for the sanctu- 
ary. 5An area 25,000 cubits long and 10,000 cubits 
wide will belong to the Levites, who serve in the 
temple, as their possession for towns to live ine 

© "You are to give the city as its property an area 
5,000 cubits wide and 25,000 cubits long, adjoining 
the sacred portion; it will belong to the whole 
house of Israel 


the property of the city. It will extend 1 
side, running lengthwise from the western to the 
eastern border parallel to one of the tribal portions. 
This land will be his possession in Israel. And my 
princes will no longer oppress my people but will, 
allow the house of Israel to possess the land ac- * 
cording to their tribes. 

* This is what the Sovereign LoRD says: You 
have gone far enough, O princes of Israel! Give up 
your violence and oppression and do what is just 
and right. Stop dispossessing my people, declares 
the Sovereign Lorp. You are to use accurate” 
scales, an accurate ephah/ and an accurate baths 
1 The ephah and the bath are to be the same size, 
the bath containing a tenth of a homer* and the 
ephah a tenth of a homer; the homer is to be the 
standard measure for both. !2The shekelt is to 
consist of twenty gerahs. Twenty shekels plus 
twenty-five shekels plus fifteen shekels equal one 


mina/ 


Offerings and Holy Days 

13” ‘This is the special gift you are to offer: a sixth 
of an ephah from each homer of wheat and a sixth 
of an ephah from each homer of barley. “The pre- 
scribed portion of oil, measured by the bath, is a 
tenth of a bath from each cor (which consists of ten 
baths or one homer, for ten baths are equivalent to 
a homer). 5Also one sheep is to be taken from 
every flock of two hundred from the well-watered 
pastures of Israel. These will be used for the grain ; 
offerings, burnt offerings and fellowship offer- 
ings‘ to make atonement for the people, declares 
the Sovereign Lorp. 16All the people of the land 
will participate in this special gift for the use of the 
prince in Israel. !7It will be the duty of the prince to 
provide the burnt offerings, grain offerings and 
drink offerings at the festivals, the New Moons 
and the Sabbaths—at all the appointed feasts of 
the house of Israel. He will provide the sin offer- 
ings, grain offerings, burnt offerings and fellow- 
ship offerings to make atonement for the house of 
Israel. 

18“ ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says:Inthe 
first month on the first day you are to take a young 
bull without defect and purify the sanctuary. !%The 


r 


————_— > 
45:10 Honest Weight 0 


define honesty in 
“Don’t cheat on your measures.” Such 
was a common problem in Judah (see, for instance, _ 


Micah 6:10-12). Archaeologists have many 
weights once used in Hebrew marketplaces, but 
very few have weighed exactly the weight 1 as 


inscribed on them. ; 
salad bose ety 


428 The Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the Lorp. DY 


bquid measure 
is, 60 shekels, the common mina was 50 shekels. 


‘Septuagint (see 
43 That is, about 3 miles (about 5 
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priest is to take some of the blood of the sin offer- 
ing and put it on the doorposts of the temple, on 
the four corners of the upper ledge of the altar and 
on the gateposts of the inner court. 20You are to do 
the same on the seventh day of the month for 
anyone who sins unintentionally or through igno- 
trance: so you are to make atonement for the tem- 
ple 

’ 21” ‘In the first month on the fourteenth day you 

are to observe the Passover, a feast lasting seven 
days, during which you shall eat bread made with- 
out yeast. 2On that day the prince is te provide a 
bull as a sin offering for himself and for all the 
people of the land. Every day during the seven 
days of the Feast he is to provide seven bulls and 
seven rams without defect as a burnt offering to 
the Lorp, anda male goat for a sin offering. 24He is 
to provide as a grain offering an ephah for each 
bull and an ephah for each ram, along with a hint 
of oil for each ephah. 

25 ‘During the seven days of the Feast, which 
begins in the seventh month on the fifteenth day, 
he is to make the same provision for sin offerings, 
burnt offerings, grain offerings and oil. 


4 “ ‘This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: The 


1 


gate of the inner court facing east is to be ~ 


shut on the six working days, but on the Sabbath 
day and on the day of the New Moon it is to be 
opened. 2The prince is to enter from the outside 
through the portico of the gateway and stand by 
the gatepost. The priests are to sacrifice his burnt 
offering and his fellowship offerings.’ He is to 
worship at the threshold of the gateway and then 
go out, but the gate will not be shut until evening. 
3On the Sabbaths and New Moons the people of 
the land are to worship in the presence of the Lorp 
at the entrance to that gateway. 4The burnt offer- 
ing the prince brings to the Lorp on the Sabbath 
day is to be six male lambs and a ram, all without 
defect. 5The grain offering given with the ram is to 
be an ephah,¢ and the grain offering with the 
lambs is to be as much as he pleases, along with a 
hin# of oil for each ephah. On the day of the New 
Moon he is to offer a young bull, six lambs and a 
ram, all without defect. 7He is to provide as a grain 
offering one ephah with the bull, one ephah with 
the ram, and with the lambs as much as he wants 
to give, along with a hin of oil with each ephah. 
8When the prince enters, he is to go in through the 
portico of the gateway, and he is to come out the 
same way. 
9 ‘When the people of the land come before the 
Lorp at the appointed feasts, whoever enters by 
the north gate to worship is to go out the south 
gate; and whoever enters by the south gate is to go 
out the north gate. No one is to return through the 
gate by which he entered, but each is to go out the 
opposite gate. The prince is to be among them, 
going in when they go in and going out when they 
go out. 
11” “At the festivals and the appointed feasts, 
the grain offering is to be an ephah with a bull, an 
ephah with a ram, and with the lambs as much as 


*24,5 That is, probably about 4 quarts (about 4 liters) 
about ¥/5 bushel (about 22 liters) 


+2 Traditionally peace offerings; also in verse 12 
422 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain. 
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one pleases, along with a hin of oil foreach ephah. — 
!2When the prince provides a freewill to. 

the Lorp—whether a burnt offering or 

offerings—the gate facing east is to be opened for 

him. He shall offer his burnt offering or his fellow- 
ship offerings as he does on the Sabbath day. Then 

he shall go out, and after he has gone out, the gate 
will be shut. at ane 

13 ‘Every day you are to provide a year-old 
lamb without defect for a burnt offering to the 
Lorp; morning by morning you shall provide 
14You are also to provide with it morning by morn- 
ing a grain offering, consisting of a sixth of an 
ephah with a third of a hin of oil to moisten the 
flour. The presenting of this grain offering to the — 
Lorp is a lasting ordinance. 15So the lamb and the 
grain offering and the oil shall be provided morn- 
ing by morning for a regular burnt offering. 

16 ‘This is what the Sovereign Loro says: If the 
prince makes a gift from his inheritance to one of 
his sons, it will also belong to his descendants; it is 
to be their property by inheritance. 7If, however, 
he makes a gift from his inheritance to one of his 
servants, the servant may keep it until the year of 
freedom; then it will revert to the prince. His inher- 
itance belongs to his sons only; it is theirs. 18The 
prince must not take any of the inheritance of the 
people, driving them off their property. He is to 
give his sons their inheritance out of his own prop- — 
erty, so that none of my people will be separated 
from his property.’ ” - 

18Then the man brought me through the en- 
trance at the side of the gate to the sacred rooms 
facing north, which belonged to the priests, and 
showed mea place at the western end. 20He said to 
me, “This is the place where the priests will cook 
the guilt offering and the sin offering and bake the 
grain offering, to avoid bringing them into the — 
outer court and consecrating the people.” 

21He then brought me to the outer court and led 
me around to its four corners, and I saw in each 
corner another court. 2In the four corners of the 
outer court were enclosedé courts, forty cubits 
long and thirty cubits wide; each of the courts in 
the four corners was the same size. 3Around the 
inside of each of the four courts was a ledge of 
stone, with places for fire built all around under 
the ledge. 24He said to me, “These are the kitchens 
where those who minister at the temple will cook 
the sacrifices of the people.” 


. 


The River From the Temple 


4 The man brought me back to the entrance of 
the temple, and 1 saw water coming out 
from under the threshold of the temple toward the 
east (for the temple faced east). The water was 
coming down from under the south side of the 
temple, south of the altar. 7He then brought me 
out through the north gate and led me around the” 
outside to the outer gate facing east, and the water _ 
was flowing from the south side. 5 
3As the man went eastward with a measuring _ 
line in his hand, he measured off a thousand cu- 


<5 That is, probably 
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bits* and then led me through water that was 
ankle-deep. 4He measured off another thousand 
cubits and led me through water that was knee- 
deep. He measured off another thousand and led 
me through water that was up to the waist. [He 
measured off another thousand, but now it was a 
river that | could not cross, because the water had 
risen and was deep enough to swim in—a river 
that no one could cross. He asked me, “Son of 
man, do you see this? 
Then he led me back to the bank cf the river. 
"When | arrived there, | saw a great number of 
trees on each side of the river, SHe said to me, 
This water flows toward the eastern region and 
goes down into the Arabah, where it enters the 
Sea.« When it empties into the Sea,* the water 
there becomes fresh, °Swarms of living creatures 
will live wherever the river flows, There will be 
large numbers of fish, because this water flows 
there and makes the salt water fresh; so where the 
river flows everything will live. 10Fishermen will 
stand along the shore; from En Gedi to En Eglaim 
there will be places for spreading nets. The fish 
will be of many kinds—like the fish of the Great 
Sea. l1But the swamps and marshes will not 
become fresh; they will be left for salt. !2Fruit trees 
of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. 
Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. 
Every month they will bear, because the water 
from the sanctuary iows to them. Their fruit will 
serve for food and their leaves for healing.” 


The Boundaries of the Land 


13This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: “These 
are the boundaries by which you are to divide the 
land for an inheritance among the twelve tribes of 
Israel, with two portions for Joseph. You are to 
divide it equally among them. Because | swore 
with uplifted hand to give it to your forefathers, 
this land will become your inheritance. 


15’’This is to be the boundary of the land: 


“On the north side it will run from the Great Sea 
by the Hethlon road past Lebor Hamath to 
Zedad, 16Berothah/ and Sibraim (which lies 
on the border between Damascus and 
Hamath), as far as Hazer Hatticon, which is 
on the border of Hauran. !7The boundary 
will extend from the sea to Hazar Enan,s 


————————— TT 


47:12 The River from the 
Temple 

This river, flowing from the temple, had 
miraculous properties: it reversed the deadly 
saltiness of the Dead Sea and produced healing 
fruit on its banks. The early Christians used similar 
symbolism; in John’s vision of a new Jerusalem 
(Revelation 22), he saw a river of life flowing from 
the throne of God. 


——— 


*3 That is, about 1,500 feet (about 450 meters) 
Mediterranean; also in verses 15, 19 and 20 
go into Zedad, '*Hamath, Berothah 
measure to the eastern sea ‘20 Or opposite the entrance to 
kilometers) '9 That is, about 3 miles (about 5 kilometers) 


68 Or the Jordan Valley 
15 Or past the entrance to 
417 Hebrew Enon, a variant of Enan 
11 Or to the entrance to 
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along the northern border of Da 
with the border of Hamath to the 
will be the north boundary. 


18On the east side the boundary will run Gebveattid . 
Hauran and Damascus, along the Jordan 
between Gilead and the land of Israel, to the 
eastern sea and as far as Tamar. This will 
be the east boundary. 

19On the south side it will run from Tamar as far 
as the waters of Meribah Kadesh, pealong 
the Wadi of Egypt, to the Great Sea, This 
be the south boundary. 


20’On the west side, the Great Sea will be the 
boundary to a point opposite Lebo! 
Hamath. This will be the west boundary. 


21”You are to distribute this land among your- 
selves according to the tribes of Israel. 22You are to 
allot it as an inheritance for yourselves and for the 
aliens who have settled among you and who have 
children. You are to consider them as native-born 
Israelites; along with you they are to be allotted an 
inheritance among the tribes of Israel. In what- 
ever tribe the alien settles, there you are to give 
him his inheritance,” declares the Sovereign Lorp. 


The Division of the Land 


4 8 “These are the tribes, listed by name: At the 

northern frontier, Dan will have one por- 
tion; it will follow the Hethlon road to Lebo! 
Hamath; Hazar Enan and the northern border of 
Damascus next to Hamath will be part of its border . 
from the east side to the west side. 

2/Asher will have one portion; it will border the 
territory of Dan from east to west, 

3Naphtali will have one portion; it will border 
the territory of Asher from east to west. 

4’Manasseh will have one portion; it will border 
the territory of Naphtali from east to west. 

5Ephraim will have one portion; it will border 
the territory of Manasseh from east to west. 

6Reuben will have one portion; it will border 
the territory of Ephraim from east to west. 

7Judah will have one portion; it will border the 
territory of Reuben from east to west, 

8“Bordering the territory of Judah from east to 
west will be the portion you are to present as a 
special gift. It will be 25,000 cubits‘ wide, and its 
length from east to west will equal one of the tribal 
portions; the sanctuary will be in the center of it, 

9”The special portion you are to offer to the 
Lorp will be 25,000 cubits long and 10,000 cubits! 
wide. This will be the sacred portion for the 
priests. It will be 25,000 cubits long on the north | 
side, 10,000 cubits wide on the west side, 10,000 _ 
cubits wide on the east side and 25,000 cubits long 
on the south side, In the center of it will be the _ 
sanctuary of the LorD. This will be for the conse- 
crated priests, the Zadokites, who were faithful in_ + 
serving me and did not go astray as the Levites did _ 
when the Israelites went astray. !2It will be a 


<8 Thats, the Dead Sea 410 Thatis,the 
15,16 See Septuagint and Ezekiel 48:1; vo 
418 Septuagint and Syriac; Hebrew Israel. You 


48 That is, about 7 miles (about 12, 


a ets) Fy 


special gift to them from the sacred portion of the 
land, a most holy portion, bordering the territory 
of the Levites. 

13”Alongside the territory of the priests, the Le- 
vites will have an allotment 25,000 cubits long and 
10,000 cubits wide. Its total length will be 25,000 
cubits and its width 10,000 cubits: 14They must not 
sell or exchange any of it. This is the best of the 
land and must not pass into other hands, because 

it is holy to the Lorp: 
15’The remaining area, 5,000 cubits wide and 
25,000 cubits long, will be for the common use of 
the city, for houses and for pastureland. The city 
will be in the center of it !and will have these 
measurements: the north side 4,500 cubits, the 
south side 4,500 cubits, the east side 4,500 cubits, 
and the west side 4,500 cubits. 17The pastureland 
for the city will be 250 cubits on the north, 250 
cubits on the south, 250 cubits on the east, and 250 
cubits on the west: !8What remains of the area, 
bordering on the sacred portion and running the 
length of it, will be 10,000 cubits on the east side 
and 10,000 cubits on the west side. Its produce will 
supply food for the workers of the city. 19The 
workers from the city who farm it will come from 
all the tribes of Israel. 2°The entire portion will bea 
square, 25,000 cubits on each side. Asa special gift 
you will set aside the sacred portion, along with 

the property of the city 
21"What remains on both sides of the area 
formed by the sacred portion and the city property 
will belong to the prince. It will extend eastward 
from the 25,000 cubits of the sacred portion to the 
eastern border, and westward from the 25,000 cu- 
bits to the western border. Both these areas run- 
ning the length of the tribal portions will belong to 
the prince, and the sacred portion with the temple 
sanctuary will be in the center of them. 22So the 
property of the Levites and the property of the city 
will lie in the center of the area that belongs to the 
prince. The area belonging to the prince will lie 


#28 That is, the Mediterranean 
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between the border of Judah and the border of 
Benjamin. 

23” As for the rest of the tribes: Benjamin will 
have one portion; it will extend from the east side 
to the west side. 

24”Simeon will have one portion; it will border 
the territory of Benjamin from east to west. 

25"Issachar will have one portion; it will border 
the territory of Simeon from east to west. 

26Zebulun will have one portion; it will border 
the territory of Issachar from east to west. ~ 
27"Gad will have one portion; it will border the 
territory of Zebulun from east to west. ~ Ades 
28'The southern boundary of Gad will run south 
from Tamar to the waters of Meribah Kadesh, then 
along the Wadi of Egypt, to the Great Sea. 
29’’This is the land you are to allot as an inheri- 
tance to the tribes of Israel, and these will be their 
portions,” declares the Sovereign Lorp. 


The Gates of the City r - 


30’These will be the exits of the city: Beginning 
on the north side, which is 4,500 cubits long, 3 
gates of the city will be named after the tribes of 
Israel. The three gates on the north side will be 
gate of Reuben, the gate of Judah and the gate of 
Levi. 

32On the east side, which is 4,500 cubits long, 
will be three gates: the gate of Joseph, the gate of 
Benjamin and the gate of Dan. 

33”On the south side, which measures 4,500 cu- 
bits, will be three gates: the gate of Simeon, the 
gate of Issachar and the gate of Zebulun. 

34”On the west side, which is 4,500 cubits long, 
will be three gates: the gate of Gad, the gate of — 
Asher and the gate of Naphtali. 

35The distance all around will be 18,000 cubits. 

“And the name of the city from that time on will 
be: 


THE LORD IS THERE.” 


DANIEL 


“Kidnapped” 


Even as prime minister, Daniel remained a lonely outsider 


Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief offical 


for permission not to defile himself this way. 1:8 
AS a young man, Daniel could have anticipated an outstanding future in Jerusalem. He came 
from a prominent family, and he had a first-rate mind (1:4). But, when the Babylonian army 
dragged him captive to a faraway country, they didn’t ask about his plans and dreams. ; 
True, the Babylonians recognized Daniel’s potential and put him into a top civil service training 
program. But even the study material was distasteful to a Jew: it covered sorcery, magic, and a 
pagan, multigod religion. ‘Aker graduation Daniel was put to work for the Babylonian king, who 


continued to war against Daniel’s people for nearly 20 more years. 4 
Anyone far from home feels lonely. But Daniel was one of those whose lives get lost in the 


shuffle of history—refugees, captives. He was destined to spend his life as an alien in Babylon. We’ 
have no record that he ever married or had family members nearby. 


Great Personal Courage 
h his ability and God’s blessing he rose to the post of prime minister of Babylon. Yet he 


Throu 
remained an outsider. The higher he rose, the more prominent a target he became. Babylonians 
resented his foreign Pacha and his political success. Their plots put him under pressure to 
compromise his faith, to fit in, to bend his principles. His life was often at risk. 

Daniel’s career near the top lasted at least 66 years, so that by the time he was thrown into the 
lions’ den (chapter 6), he must have been.in his 80s. Throughout these years he labored with great 
effectiveness for Babylon. He was respectful and diligent, even though working for pagan kings. 
Yet he never compromised his faith. He would not bend, even when threatened with death. The 
Bible offers no better model of how to live with and serve people who do not share or respect 
your beliefs. 

The Shape of the Future Fi 

Near the end of Daniel's life God gave him a series of visions, described in chapters 7-12. In 
areene images God showed Daniel the pattern of future history. Daniel’s people would duplicate 

is own experience, but on a world stage. 

The Jews, Daniel's visions showed, would be caught in a political storm, battered about by a 
series of world empires. Daniel foresaw nations raging in battle against each other. He foresaw 
God's people thrown in between these nations, suffering through no fault of their own. They 
would be helpless until God himself rescued them from their troubles. Daniel foresaw, in the end, 
all people falling down to worship “one like a son of man.” This was the title Jesus applied to 
himself when he came, nearly a thousand years after Daniel, to bring the good news of salvation 


for all people. 


Spreading the Word R 
Daniel’s people had thought of God in terms of their own small community, their own capital 


city and the temple there. Not only were the Jews God's chosen people, but (they tended to 
think) they held exclusive rights to him, 

But God had never intended his blessings to stop with the Jews. He had the world in mind. At 
the time he called Abraham, he had promised that through Abraham’s offspring he would bless ~ 


the whole earth (Genesis 12:3). 
The Jews had found it difficult enough to keep their own faith, let alone spread it to others. 
ly dragged far from home, did they begin to convince 


Only while captives in Babylon, unwilling 
others that their God deserved honor. The proclamations Nebuchadnezzar and made 


as 


years 


famous’ Daniel stories 


Daniel in the lions! den. Any of these chapters would make a seri 
if) Daniel lived by, far from horne in ot 
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Moat people find chaptars 712 far more difficult: they record Daniels visions about 
of world history, Such aymbollvnn wae a farniliar mode of expression int the ancient 
roads very suangoly now--almost like science fietion, Look for broad Hid ilove 
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how God's 


people can live, caught in the jaws of brutal world polities. Let the visual symbols engage your — 


emotions and imagination 


Ityou seck a more detailed understanding of these visions, a commentary on Daniel will be _ 
great help. In some passages, background information on ancient word history is essential, A 
good commentary can offer this, along with ari Mie tid 4 of difficult symbols. A 


You can place Dariiel’s message in the context of 


Rulers,” page 336 


PLANS FOR READING DANIEL 


PLAN 1: An Overview of Daniel in 4 Days 


courage in rejecting compromise. 1 
() Day 2. Read chapter 3, the famous story of three men thrown into 4 fiery 


ip) 
(} Day 1, Read the Introduction to Daniel and chapter 1, which describes Daniel's ¢ : 
|] Day 3. Read chapter 5, the “handwriting on the wall” that announced the “ 


destruction of a great empire. 


() Day 4. Read chapter 6, Daniel in the lions’ den. 


PLAN 2: All of Daniel in 12 Days 
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Daniel's Training in Babylon 


1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king 
of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2And the Lord 
delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, 
along with some of the articles from the temple of 
God. These he carried off to the temple of his god 
in Babylonia® and put in the treasure house of his 
god. 
3Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his 
court officials, to bring in some of the Israelites 
from the royal family and the nobility— 4young 
men without any physical defect, handsome, 
showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well 
informed, quick to understand, and qualified to 
serve in the king’s palace. He was to teach them 
the language and literature of the Babylonians.* 
5The king assigned them a daily amount of food 
and wine from the king’s table. They were to be 
trained for three years, and after that they were to 
enter the king’s service 


#2 Hebrew Shinar ‘4 Or Chaldeans 
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¢Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 7The chief official 
gave them new names: to Daniel, the name Belte- 
shazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Me- 
shach; and to Azariah, Abednego. “ 

*But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with 
the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief 
official for permission not to defile himself this — 
way. 9Now God had caused the offical to show 
favor and sympathy to Daniel, “but the offical — 
told Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king; who 
he see you looking worse than the other young 
men your age? The king would then have my head 
because of you.” ‘ ie 

1Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief 
Mishael and Azariah, '2“Please test your servants 
for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat 
and water to drink. “Then compare our appear- 
ance with that of the young men who eat the royal, 
food, and treat your servants mm 


«20 The Hebrew for your and yew in this verse is paral 


ee 
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what you see.’’ 14So he agreed to this and tested 
them for ten days. 

15At the end of the ten days they looked health- 
ier and better nourished than any of the young 
men who ate the royal food. 1So the guard took 
away their choice food and the wine they were to 
drink and gave them vegetables instead. 

17To these four young men God gave knowledge 
and understanding of all kinds of literature and 
learning. And Daniel could understand visions 
and dreams of all kinds. 

I8At the end of the time set by the king to bring 
them in, the chief official presented them to Nebu- 
chadnezzar. 1°The king talked with them, and he 
found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael 
and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. 
20[n every matter of wisdom and understanding 
about which the king questioned them, he found 
them ten times better than all the magicians and 
enchanters in his whole kingdom. 

21And Daniel remained theré until the first year 
of King Cyrus. 


Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 


In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnez- 
zar had dreams; his mind was troubled and he 
could not sleep. 2So the king summoned the magi- 
cians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers’ to 
tell him what he had dreamed. When they came in 
and stood before the king, 3he said to them, “I 
have had a dream that troubles me and I want to 
know what it means.” 
4Then the astrologers answered the king in 
Aramaic,< “O king, live forever! Tell your servants 
the dream, and we will interpret it.” 
5The king replied to the astrologers, “This is 
what I have firmly decided: If you do not tell me 
what my dream was and interpret it, I will have 
you cut into pieces and your houses turned into 
piles of rubble. ®But if you tell me the dream and 
explain it, you will receive from me gifts and re- 
wards and great honor. So tell me the dream and 
interpret it for me.” 
7Once more they replied, ‘‘Let the king tell his 
servants the dream, and we will interpret it.” 
8Then the king answered, “I am certain that you 
are trying to gain time, because you realize that 
this is what I have firmly decided: %If you do not 
tell me the dream, there is just one penalty for you. 
You have conspired to tell me misleading and 
wicked things, hoping the situation will change. 


——_ LT 


2:4 A Change in Language 

The astrologers spoke in Aramaic, the most 
common language of the Middle East during this 
period. From this point through chapter 7, Daniel 
was written in Aramaic, instead of Hebrew. Only 
the book of Ezra is similarly split into two 
languages. Some theorize that these chapters 
would have been of general interest throughout the 
Middle East and so were put in a language 
everyone could understand. 

—_ 


#2 Or Chaldeans; also in verses 4, 5 and 10 +3 Or was 
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<4 The text from here through chapter 7 is in 


So then, tell me the dream, and I 
you can interpret it for me.” 
10The astrologers answered the king, 
nota man on earth who can do what the king asks! 
No king, however grea* and mighty, has ever _ 
asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or 
astrologer. !!What the king asks is too difficult. No 
‘one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and 
they do not live among men.” wi 
12This made the king so angry and furious that 
he ordered the execution of all the wise men of 
Babylon. 13So the decree was issued to put the 
wise men to death, and men were sent to look for 
Daniel and his friends to put them to death. 
l4When Arioch, the commander of the kin 
guard, had gone out to put to death the wisemen 
of Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and 
tact. 15He asked the king’s officer, “Why did the 
king issue such a harsh decree?” Arioch then ex- 
plained the matter to Daniel. 16At this, Daniel 
went in to the king and asked for time, so that he 
might interpret the dream for him. 
17Then Daniel returned to his house and ex- 
plained the matter to his friends Hananiah, Misha- 
el and Azariah. 18He urged them to plead for 
mercy from the God of heaven concerning this 
mystery, so that he and his. friends might not be 
executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 
19During the night the mystery was revealed to 
Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of 


heaven 20and said: 


“Praise be to the name of God for ever and _ 
ever; 
wisdom and power are his. ; 
21He changes times and seasons; 
he sets up kings and deposes them. 
He gives wisdom to the wise 
and knowledge to the discerning. 
2He reveals deep and hidden things; 
he knows what lies in darkness, 
and light dwells with him. 
23] thank and praise you, O God of my fathers: 
You have given me wisdom and power, —__ 
you have made known to me what we asked of 
you, - 1 i 
you have made known to us the dream of 
the king.” - 
Daniel Interprets the Dream 
24Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king 
had appointed to execute the wise men of Babylon, 
and said to him, “Do not execute the wise men of 
Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret 
his dream for him.” ‘ #. 
25Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and 
said, “I have found a man among the exiles from 
Judah who can tell the king what his dream 
means.” nA 
26The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshaz~ 
zar), “Are you able to tell me what | saw in 
dream and interpret it?” 


heaven Who reveals mysteries, He has shown 
King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to. 
come. Your dream and the visions that passed 
roves your mind ax you lay on your bed are 
these. \ 
"As were lying there, O king, mind 
turned tothings to ore, and the eee Re 
‘teries showed you What is going to happen, MAs 
for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not 
because | have greater wisdom than other living 
men, but so that you, O king, may know the inter- 
pretation and that you may understand what went 
through your mind 
"You looked, O king, and there before you 
stood a large statue—an enormous, dazzling stat- 
ue, awesome in appearance. @The head of the 
statue was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of 
silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, its legs of 
iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay. 
“While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but 
not by human hands. It struck the statue on its feet 
of iron and clay and smashed them. SThen the 
iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold 
were broken to pieces at the same time and became 
like chatt on a threshing floor in the summer, The 
wind swept them away without leaving a trace. 
But the rock that struck the statue became a huge 
mountain and filled the whole earth, 
%©*This was the dream, and now we will inter- 
pret it to the king, 7You, O king, are the king of 
kings. The God of heaven has given you dominion 
and power and might and glory; Sin your hands 
he has placed mankind and the beasts of the field 
and the birds of the air. Wherever they live, he has 
made you rulerover them all, You are that head of 
gold 
®"After you, another kingdom will rise, inferior 
to yours. Next, a third kingdom, one of bronze, 
will rule over the whole earth, “Finally, there will 
be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron—for iron 
breaks and smashes everything—and as iron 
breaks things to pieces, so it will crush and break 
all the others. #!Just as you saw that the feet and 
toes were partly of baked clay and partly of iron, so 
this will be a divided kingdom; yet it will have 
some of the strength of iron in it, even as you saw 
iron mixed with clay. #As the toes were partly iron 
and partly clay, so this kingdom will be partly 
strong and partly brittle. And just as you saw the 
iron mixed with baked clay, so the people will bea 
mixture and will not remain united, any more than 
iron mixes with clay 
#In the time of those kings, the God of heaven 
will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, 
nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all 
those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it 
will itself endure forever. 45This is the meaning of 
the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not 
by human hands—a rock that broke the iron, the 
bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces. 
“The great God has shown the king what w! 
take place in the future. The dream is true and thi 
interpretation is trustworthy.” cs 
“Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate be- of music, if you 
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the image I made, very good, But if you do not 

worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a 

blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to 

rescue you from my hand?” 

16Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to 

the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to 

defend ourselves before you in this matter. !7If we 

are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we 

serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue 

us from your hand, O king. !8But even if he does 
not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not 
serve your gods or worship the image of gold you 
have set up.” 

19Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Sha- 

drach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude 
toward them changed. He ordered the furnace 
heated seven times hotter than usual and com- 
manded some of the strongest soldiers in his army 
to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and 
throw them into the blazing furnace. 2!So these 
men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and 
other clothes, were bound and thrown into the 
blazing furnace. 22The king’s command was so ur- 
gent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the 
fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Me- 
shach and Abednego, and these three men, firm- 
ly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 

24Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet 

in amazement and asked his advisers, ‘‘Weren’t 
there three men that we tied up and threw into the 
fire?” 

They replied, “Certainly, O king.” 

25He said, ‘‘Look! I see four men walking around 
in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the 
fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 

26Nebuchadnezzar then approached the open- 
ing of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Sha- 
drach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the 
Most High God, come out! Come here!” 

So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out 
of the fire, 27and the satraps, prefects, governors 
and royal advisers crowded around them. They 
saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor 
was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were 
not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on 
them. 

28Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who 
has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They 
trusted in him and defied the king's command and 
were willing to give up their lives rather than serve 
or worship any god except their own God. 

2Therefore I decree that the people of any nation 
or language who say anything against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into 
pieces and their houses be turned into piles of 
rubble, for no other god can save in this way.” 

30Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 


Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of a Tree 
King Nebuchadnezzar, 


To the peoples, nations and men of every 
language, who live in all the world: 


*7 Or Chaldeans 13 Or watchman; also in verses 17 ond 23 


May you prosper greatly! ' 
2It is my pleasure to tell you about ea " 
raculous signs and wonders that the t . 
High God has performed for me. , 
3How great are his signs, © we 4 
how mighty his wonders! 
His kingdom is an eternal kingdom; | 
his dominion endures from generation to | 
generation. 
4], Nebuchadnezzar, was at home in my 
palace, contented and prosperous. 5I had a 
dream that made me afraid. As I was lying in 
my bed, the images and visions that passed 
through my mind terrified me. So I com- 
manded that all the wise men of Babylon be 
brought before me to interpret the dream for 
me. 7When the magicians, enchanters, as- 4 
trologers# and diviners came, I told them the 
dream, but they could not interpret it for me. 
8Finally, Daniel came into my presence and | 
told him the dream. (He is called Belteshaz- 
zar, after the name of my god, and the spirit of 5 
the holy gods is in him.) " 
1 said, “Belteshazzar, chief of the magi- 
cians, I know that the spirit of the holy gods is 
in you, and no mystery is too difficult for you. 
Here is my dream; interpret it for me. !0These 
are the visions | saw while lying in my bed: I 
looked, and there before me stood a tree in the 
middle of the land. Its height was enormous. 
liThe tree grew large and strong and its top 
touched the sky; it was visible to the ends of 
the earth. !2Its leaves were beautiful, its fruit 
abundant, and on it was food for all. Under it 
the beasts of the field found shelter, and the 
birds of the air lived in its branches; from it 
every creature was fed, 
13“In the visions I saw while lying in my 
bed, I looked, and there before me was a mes- 
senger,» a holy one, coming down from 
heaven. '4He called in a loud voice: ‘Cut down. 
the tree and trim off its branches; strip off its 
leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the animals flee 
from under it and the birds from its branches. 
15But let the stump and its roots, bound with 
iron and bronze, remain in the ground, in the 
grass of the field. -, 
“Let him be drenched with the dew of 
heaven, and let him live with the animals 
among the plants of the earth. 1Let his mind 


4:8 The Name of a God 
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be changed from that of aman and let him be 
given the mind of an animal, Gil sewer tines 
pease by for him 

: The decision is announced by Messen: 
gers, the holy ones deckare the verdict, so that 
the living may Know that the Most High bs 
sovereign over the Kingdoms af men and 
gives them to anyone he wishes and sets over 
them the lowliest of men 

iseThis is the dream that Ll King Nebu 
chadineszar, had. Now, Belteshazzar, tell me 
what it means, for none of the wise men i my 
kingdom can interpret it tor me. But you can, 
because the spirit of the holy gods is in you,” 


Daniel Interprets the Dream 


*Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) 
was greatly perplexed for a time, and his 
thoughts terrified him. So the king said, “Bel 
teshazzar, do not let the dream or its meaning 
alarm you 

Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, if only 
the dream applied to your enemies and its 
meaning to your adversaries! “The tree you 
saw, which grew large and strong, with its top 
touching the sky, visible to the whole earth, 
2Iwith beautiful leaves and abundant fruit, 
providing food for all, giving shelter to the 
beasts of the field, and having nesting places 
in its branches for the birds of the air— “you, 
O king, are that tree! You have become great 
and strong; your greatness has grown until it 
reaches the sky, and your dominion extends 
to distant parts of the earth 

23You, O king, saw a messenger, a holy 
one, coming down from heaven and saying, 
‘Cut down the tree and destroy it, but leave 
the stump, bound with iron and bronze, in the 
grass of the field, while its roots remain in the 
ground. Let him be drenched with the dew of 
heaven; let him live like the wild animals, un- 
til seven times pass by for him.’ 

24'This is the interpretation, O king, and 
this is the decree the Most High has issued 
against my lord the king: >You will be driven 
away from people and will live with the wild 
animals; you will eat grass like cattle and be 
drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven 
times will pass by for you until you acknowl- 
edge that the Most High is sovereign over the 
kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone 
he wishes. 26The command to leave the stump 
of the tree with its roots means that your king- 
dom will be restored to you when you ac- 
knowledge that Heaven rules. 7Therefore, O 
king, be pleased to accept my advice: Re- 
nounce your sins by doing what is right, and 
your wickedness by being kind to the op- 
pressed. It may be that then your prosperity 
will continue.” 


The Dream Is Fulfilled 


28A]| this happened to King Nebuchadnez- 
zar. 4%Twelve months later, as the king was 


#16 Or years: also in verses 23, 25 and 32 


wal on the root af the royal fb 
ylon, ve said, “Ia not Ute the; Babylon: 

have built as the royal . by my 
night otitis andl forthe geCnGe aa 
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Oy, 
AiThe words Were still on his lips when a, 

voice came from heaven, “This is what is de 

creed for you, King Nebuchadnerzar: Your 

royal authority has been taken from you. 

“You will be driven away fram people and ' 


grass like cattle, Seven times will pass by 
you until you ackno' 

High is sovereign over the 
and gives them to anyone he wishes,” a 
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MAt the end of that time, L, Nebuchadnez: 
zar, raised my eyes toward’ heaven, and my 
sanity was restored, Then I praised the Most 
High; I honored and glorified him who lives 
forever. , : 


His dominion is an eternal dominion; 
his kingdom endures from generation to 
generation, K, 
3SAll the peoples of the earth - ees 
are regarded as nothing. vf 
He does as he pleases 
with the powers of heaven 
and the peoples of the earth. 
No one can hold back his hand : 
or say to him; “What have you done?” 4 
%At the same time that my sanity was re- 
stored, my honor and splendor were returned 5 
to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advis- 
ers and nobles sought me out, and I was re- 
stored to my throne and became even greater 
than before. Now 1, Nebuchadnezzar, 
praise and exalt and glorify the King of 
heaven, because everything he does is right 
and all his ways are just. And those who walk 
in pride he is able to humble. . 


The Writing on the Wall 


King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a 
thousand of his nobles and drank wine with 
them. 2While Belshazzar was drinking his 
he gave orders to bring in the gold and silver gob- 
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lets that Nebuchadnezzar his father’ had taken 

from the temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and 

his nobles, his wives and his concubines might 
drink from them. 3So they brought in the gold 
goblets that had been taken from the temple of 

God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his 

wives and his concubines drank from them. 4As 

they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold 
and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone. 
5Suddenly the fingers of a human hand ap- 
peared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near 
the lampstand in the royal palace. The king 
watched the hand as it wrote. °His face turned pale 
and he was so frightened that his knees knocked 
together and his legs gave way. 
7The king called out for the enchanters, astrolo- 
gers’ and diviners to be brought and said to these 
wise men of Babylon, ‘Whoever reads this writing 
and tells me what it means will be clothed in pur- 
ple and have a gold chain placed around his neck, 
and he will be made the third highest ruler in the 
kingdom.” 
8Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they 
could not read the writing or tell the king what it 
meant. °So King Belshazzar became even more 
terrified and his face grew more pale. His nobles 
were baffled 
\0The queen,* hearing the voices of the king 
and his nobles, came into the banquet hall. “O 
king, live forever!’’ she said. ‘Don’t be alarmed! 
Don’t look so pale! !!There is a man in your king- 
dom who has the spirit of the holy gods in him. In 
the time of your father he was found to have in- 
sight and intelligence and wisdom like that of the 
gods. King Nebuchadnezzar your father—your fa- 
ther the king, | say—appointed him chief of the 
magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners. 
!2This man Daniel, whom the king called Belte- 
shazzar, was found to have a keen mind and 
knowledge and understanding, and also the abili- 
ty to interpret dreams, explain riddles and solve 
difficult problems, Call for Daniel, and he will tell 
you what the writing means.” 

1359 Daniel was brought before the king, and 
the king said to him, ‘Are you Daniel, one of the 
exiles my father the king brought from Judah? !41 
have heard that the spirit of the gods is in you and 
that you have insight, intelligence and outstand- 
ing wisdom. !5The wise men and enchanters were 
brought before me to read this writing and tell me 
what it means, but they could not explain it. 
l6Now I have heard that you are able to give inter- 
pretations and to solve difficult problems. If you 
can read this writing and tell me what it means, 
you will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain 
placed around your neck, and you will be made 
the third highest ruler in the kingdom.” 

17Then Daniel answered the king, “You may 
keep your gifts for yourself and give your rewards 
to someone else. Nevertheless, | will read the writ- 
ing for the king and tell him what it means. 

18’O king, the Most High God gave your father 


“2 Or ancestor; or predecessor; also in verses 11, 13 and 18 
descendant; or successor 
427 Tekel can mean weighed or shekel. 
30 Or Chaldeans 
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_ glory and splendor. !9Because of the high 


7 Or Chaldeans; also in verse 11 


25 Aramaic UPARSIN (that is, AND PARSIN) e 
28 Peres (the singular of Parsin) can mean divided or Persia or a half mina or 


poy 


Nebuchadnezzar sovereignty and 


he gave him, all the peoples and nations 
of every language dreaded and feared him. ' Those 
the king wanted to put to death, he put to death; 
those he wanted to spare, he spared; those he 
wanted to promote, he promoted; and those he } 
wanted to humble, he humbled. 20But when his 
heart became arrogant and hardened with pride, 
he was deposed from his royal throne and stripped 
of his glory, 21He was driven away from people 2 
and given the mind of an animal; he lived with the % 
wild donkeys and ate grass like cattle; and his body 
was drenched with the dew of heaven, until he 
acknowledged that the Most High God is sover- 
eign over the kingdoms of men and sets over them 
anyone he wishes. 

22But you his son,4 O Belshazzar, have not 
humbled yourself, though you knew all this. 23fn- y 


, you! 
heaven. You had -the 
eens Nesta aah ag career 
wives and your concubines drank wine 


them. You praised the gods of silver and gold,,of q 
bronze, iron, wocgend site stone, which cannot see or ; 
hear or understand. But you: 
God who-holds invhis hand 
ways. 24Therefore he sent the han 
inscription. 

25"This is the inscription that was written; 

MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN¢ 
26This is what these words mean: 


Menef: God has numbered the days of 
your reign and brought it to an end. 
27Tekels: You have been weighed on the 
scales and found wanting. 
28Peresh: Your kingdom is divided and giv- 
en to the Medes and Persians.” 


2Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was 
clothed in purple, a gold chain was placed around 
his neck, and he was proclaimed the third highest 
ruler in the kingdom. 

That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylo- 
nians,' was slain, 3!and Darius the Mede took 
over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two. 


Daniel in the Den of Lions 


It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule 
throughout the kingdom, 2with three adminis- 
trators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The 
satraps were made accountable to them so that the 
king might not suffer loss. 3Now Daniel so distin- 
guished himself among the administrators and the 
satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king 
planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 4At 
this, the administrators and the satraps tried to 
find grounds for charges against Danielinhiscon- 
duct of government affairs, but they were unable ] 
to do so. They could find no corruption in him, 
because he was trustworthy and neither noe 
"10 Or queen mother 422 Or 
126 Mene can mean numbered or i 


rar cane 
that wrote the 


nor negligent. SFinally these men said, “We will 

never find any basis for charges against this man 

Daniel unless it has something to do with the law 

of his God.” 

6So the administrators and the satraps went as a 

group to the king and said: “O King Darius, live 

forever! 7The royal administrators, prefects, sa- 
traps, advisers and governors have all agreed that 
the king should issue an edict and enforce the 
decree that anyone who prays to any god or man 
during the next thirty days, except to you, Oking, 
shall be thrown into the lions’ den §Now, O king, 
issue the decree and put it in writing so that it 
cannot be 41—in accordance with the laws of 
the Medes and Persians, which cannot be re- 
pealed.’’ %So King Darius put the decree in writing. 

\0Now when Daniel learned that the decree had 
been published, he went home to his upstairs 
room where the windows opened toward Jerusa- 
lem. Three times a day he got down on his knees 
and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he 
had done before. !!Then these men went as a 
group and found Daniel praying and asking God 
for help. !250 they went to the king and spoke to 
him about his royal decree: “Did you not publish a 
decree that during the next thirty days anyone 
who prays to any god or man except to you, (e} 
king, would be thrown into the lions’ den?” 

The king answered, “The decree stands—in 
accordance with the laws of the Medes and Per- 
sians, which cannot be repealed.” 

13Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is 
one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to 
you, O king, or to the decree you put in writing. 
He still prays three times a day.” 4When the king 
heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was deter- 
mined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until 
sundown to save him. 

ISThen the men went as a group to the king and 
said to him, “Remember, O king, that according to 
the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or 
edict that the king issues can be changed.” 

l6So the king gave the order, and they brought 
Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king 
said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve 
continually, rescue you!” 

17A stone was brought and placed over the 
mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his 
own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so 
that Daniel's situation might not be changed. 


——_—————————— 


6:10 A Jewish Orientation 

Daniel had lost much of his Jewish heritage— even 
his name had been changed to a Babylonian one 
(1:7). Certainly he could not worship God in the 
way God's law commanded, through sacrifices at 
the temple in Jerusalem. He did, however, point 
himself toward the promised land three times a day 
in prayer. Not even the threat of death could make 
him vary this practice. By this time Daniel had 
been in Babylon over 60 years; he was probably in 
his 80s. 
———————————— 


428 Or Darius, that is, the reign of Cyrus 


the night without eating without 
tinea ing = 
SI re 


cause he had trusted in his God. 

2At the king’s command, the men who had 
falsely accused Daniel were brought in and thrown 
into the lions’ den, along with their wives and 
children. And before they reached the floor of the” 
den, the lions ov them and crushed all 
their bones. 

Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, 7 
nations and men of every language throughout the - 
land: 


“May you prosper greatly! ‘r i 
26"{ igsue a decree that in every part of 
kingdom people must fear and reverence the 
God of Daniel. 
his dominion will never end. iS i 
27He rescues and he saves; 
he performs signs and wonders 
24So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius 
and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 


“For he is the living God 
and he endures forever; 
his kingdom will not be destroyed, 
'n the heavens and on the earth. : 
He has rescued Daniel 
from the power of the lions.”” 


Daniel’s Dream of Four Beasts 


In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, 
Daniel had a dream, and visions passed ~ 
through his mind as he was lying on his bed. He 
wrote down the substance of his dream. 
2Daniel said: “In my visionat night Llooked, and — 
there before me were the four winds of heaven 
churning up the great sea. 3Four great beasts, each 
different from the others, came up out of the sea. 
4”The first was like a lion, and it had the 
of an eagle. I watched until its wings were torn 
and it was lifted from the ground so that it stood on 
two feet like a man, and the heart of a man was 
given to it. sys 
5“And there before me was a second beast, 
which looked like a bear. It was raised up on one of 
its sides, and it had three ribs in its mouth between 
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its teeth. It was told, ‘Get up and eat your fill of 1l’Then I continued to watch 1 

flesh!’ boastful words the horn was speaking. L 
ing until the beast was slain and its body 


6 After that, | looked, and there before me was 
another beast, one that looked like a leopard. And 


on its back it had four wings like those of a bird. | 


This beast had four heads, and it was given author- 


ity to rule 

7'“After that, in my vision at night I looked, and 
there before me was a fourth beast—terrifying and 
frightening and very powerful. It had large iron 
teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and 
trampled underfoot whatever was left. It was dif- 
ferent from all the former beasts, and it had ten 
horns. 

8”While | was thinking about the horns, there 
before me was another horn, a little one, which 
came up among them; and three of the first horns 
were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like 
the eyes of a man and a mouth that spoke boastful- 
ly. 

As | looked, 


“thrones were set in place, 
and the Ancient of Days took his seat. 
His clothing was as white as snow; 
the hair of his head was white like wool. 
His throne was flaming with fire, 
and its wheels were all ablaze. 
10A river of fire was flowing, 
coming out from before him. 
Thousands upon thousands attended him; 
ten thousand times ten thousand stood 
before him. 
The court was seated, 
and the books were opened. 


Symbols of Power 


Daniel uses statues as symbols 


“In my vision at night | looked, and there before me was a fourth beast—terrifying and frightening and 
very powerful. It had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its acon tT on 


| hee no surprise that Nebuchadnezzar erected a gold image for people to worship (chapter 3). 
Kings and rulers love to display statues or gigantic photos as sym 

It seems reasonable, then, that Daniel's visions depict political realms through statues and 
symbolic animals. But since each of the visions uses a different set of symbols, you can easily lose 
track of what the symbols stand for. This chart may help you coordinate-Daniel’s view of four 
great empires—and the almighty God who overwhelms their power in the end: y 


and thrown into the blazing fire. 2(The other 
beasts had been stripped of their authority, but 
were allowed to live for a period of time.) 

13In my vision at night I looked, and there be- 
fore me was one like a son of man, coming with the 
clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of 
Days and was led into his presence. \#He was giv 
en authority, glory and sovereign power; all peo- 
ples, nations and men of every language wor- 
shiped him. His dominion isan everlasting domin- 
ion that will not pass away, and his kingdom isone 
that will never be destroyed. 


The Interpretation of the Dream 

15], Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the vi- 
sions that passed through my mind di me. 
16] approached one of those standing there and 
asked him the true meaning of all this. 

“So he told me and gave me the interpretation 
of these things: !7’The four great beasts are four 
kingdoms that will rise from the earth. But the 
saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom 


7:13 A Son of Man 


than to those “like beasts.” The contrast suggests 
God's kii has power that is humane, not 
pote ial. Jesus adopted this term for 

Th . 


is of their power. 


Babylon  Medo-Persia Greece Rome Kingdom of God 
Chapter 2 gold silver bronze iron supernatural rock 
Chapter 7 lion bear leopard beast Ancient of Days, 
with horns Son of Man ! r 
Chapter 8 - ram goat =_ Hite 
"A ¥ 
Chapter 11 a _ king of — a a 
North ‘dd ie 


Life Questions: What images “‘litter the landscape” in our time? Are they symbols of power? s0,how 


does that power affect you? 
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and will possess it forever—yes, for ever and ever.’ 
19’Then I wanted to know the true meaning of 
the fourth beast, which was different from all the 
others and most terrifying, with its iron teeth and 
bronze claws—the beast that crushed and de- 
voured its victims and trampled underfoot what- 
ever was left. 20] also wanted to know about the ten 
horns on its head and about the other horn that 
came up, before which three of them fell—the 
horn that looked more imposing than the others 
and that had eyes anda mouth that spoke boastful- 
ly. 21As | watched, this horn was waging war 
against the saints and defeating them, 2until the 
Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment 
in favor of the saints of the Most High, and the 
time came when they possessed the kingdom. 
2"He gave me this explanation: ‘The fourth 
beast is a fourth kingdom that will appear on earth. 
It will be different from all the other kingdoms and 
will devour the whole earth, trampling it down 
and crushing it. 24The ten horns are ten kings who 
will come from this kingdom. After them another 
king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he 
will subdue three kings. 5He will speak against 
the Most High and oppress his saints and try to 
change the set times and the laws. The saints will 
be handed over to him for a time, times and half a 
time 
26 ‘But the court will sit, and his power will be 
taken away and completely destroyed forever. 
2’Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of 
the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be 
handed over to the saints, the people of the Most 
High. His kingdom will be an everlasting king- 
dom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.’ 
28’This is the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was 
deeply troubled by my thoughts, and my face 
turned pale, but I kept the matter to myself.” 
Daniel’s Vision of a Ram and a Goat 
8 In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, I, 
Daniel, had a vision, after the one that had 
already appeared to me. 2In my vision] saw myself 
in the citadel of Susa in the province of Elam; in the 
vision | was beside the Ulai Canal. 4I looked up, 
and there before me was a ram with two horns, 
standing beside the canal, and the horns were 
long. One of the horns was longer than the other 
but grew up later. 41 watched the ram as he 
charged toward the west and the north and the 
south. No animal could stand against him, and 
none could rescue from his power. He did as he 
pleased and became great 
5As | was thinking about this, suddenly a goat 
with a prominent horn between his eyes came 
from the west, crossing the whole earth without 
touching the ground. He came toward the two- 
horned ram I had seen standing beside the canal 
and charged at him in great rage. 71 saw him attack 
the ram furiously, striking the ram and shattering 
his two horns. The ram was powerless to stand 
against him; the goat knocked him to the ground 
and trampled on him, and none could rescue the 
ram from his power. *The goat became very great, 


Or for « year, two years and half a year 


*12 Or rebellion, the armues 
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but at the height of his power his large horn was 
prominent horns 


great as the Prince of the host; it took away the 
daily sacrifice from him, and the place of his sane~ 
tuary was brought low. 12Because of rebellion, the 
host of the saints’ and the daily sacrifice 
given over to it. It prospered in everything it did,, 
and truth was thrown to the ground, 


that will be trampled underfoot?” : 
14He said to me, “It will take 2,300 evenings and 
mornings; then the sanctuary will be reconsecrat 


ed” 


The Interpretation of the Vision 


15While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and 
trying to understand it, there before me stood one 
who looked like a man. !¢And | heard a man’s 
voice from the Ulai calling, “Gabriel, tell this man 
the meaning of the vision.” 

17As he came near the place where J was stand- 
ing, | was terrified and fell prostrate. “Son of 
man,” he said to me, “understand that the vision 
concerns the time of the end.” y ' 

18While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep 
sleep, with my face to the ground. Then he 
touched me and raised me to my feet. _ 

19He said: “I am going to tell you what will 
happen later in the time of wrath, because the 
vision concerns the appointed time of the end.¢ 
20The two-horned ram that you saw represents the 
kings of Media and Persia. 21The shaggy goat is the 
king of Greece, and the large horn between his 
eyes is the first king. 2The four horns that re- 
placed the one that was broken off represent four 
kingdoms that will emerge from his nation but will 
not have the same power. 

23In the latter part of their reign, when rebels 
have become completely wicked, a stern-faced 
king, a master of intrigue, will arise. 4He will 
become very strong, but not by his own power. He 
will cause astounding devastation and will suc- 
ceed in whatever he does. He will destroy the 
mighty men and the holy people. He will cause 
deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself 
superior. When they feel secure, he will destroy 
many and take his stand against the Prince of 
princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by hu- 
man power. . 

26The vision of the evenings and mornings that 
has been given you is true, but seal up the vision, 
for it concerns the distant future.” 


271, Daniel, was exhausted and lay ill for several _ 


“19 Or hecsuse the end will be at the appointed ime 
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days. Then I got up and went about the king’s 


business. I was appalled by the v zion; it was » 


beyond understanding. 


Daniel’s Prayer 
In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes* (a 
Mede by descent), who was made ruler over 
the Babylonian? kingdom— ih the first year of his 
reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, 
according to the word of the Lorp given to Jere- 
miah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem 
would last seventy years. 3So I turned to the Lord 
God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, 
in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes. 
4 prayed to the Lorv my God and confessed: 
“O Lord, the great and awesome God, who 
keeps his covenant of love with all who love 
him and obey his commands, 5we have 
sinned and done wrong. We have been 
wicked and have rebelled; we have turned 
away from your commands and laws. 6We 
have not listened to your servants the proph- 
ets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our 
princes and our fathers, and to all the people 
of the land 
7“Lord, you are righteous, but this day we 
are covered with shame—the men of Judah 
and’ people of Jerusalem and all Israel, both 
near and far, in all the countries where you 
have scattered us because of our unfaithful- 
ness to you. 8O Lorp, we and our kings, our 
princes and our fathers are covered with 
shame because we have sinned against you. 
°The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, 
even though we have rebelled against him; 
10we have not obeyed the Lorp our God or 
kept the laws he gave us through his servants 
the prophets. !All Israel has transgressed 
your law and turned away, refusing to obey 
you 
“Therefore the curses and sworn judg- 
ments written in the Law of Moses, the ser- 
vant of God, have been poured out on us, 
because we have sinned against you. !2You 
have fulfilled the words spoken against us 
and against our rulers by bringing upon us 
great disaster. Under the whole heaven noth- 
ing has ever been done like what has been 
done to Jerusalem. !3Just as it is written in the 
Law of Moses, all this disaster has come upon 
us, yet we have not sought the favor of the 
Lorp our God by turning from our sins and 
giving attention to your truth. 4The Lorp did 
not hesitate to bring the disaster upon us, for 
the Lorp our God is righteous in everything 
he does; yet we have not obeyed him. 
15‘Now, O Lord our God, who brought 
your people out of Egypt with a mighty hand 
and who made for yourself a name that en- 
dures to this day, we have sinned, we have 
done wrong. !6O Lord, in keeping with all 
your righteous acts, turn away your anger and. 
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your wrath from Jerusalem, 
holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities 
fathers have made Jerusalem 1r | 
an object of scorn to all those around us. 

17"Now, our God, hear the prayers and pe- — 
titions of your servant. For your sake, O Lord, 
look with favor on your desolate sanctuary. 
18Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes 
and see the desolation of the city that bears 
your Name. We do not make requests of you 
because we are righteous, but because of your 
great mercy. 19O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! — 
O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my 
God, do not delay, because your city and your ~ 
people bear your Name.” 


The Seventy “Sevens” 
20While I was speaking and praying, confessing 
my sin and the sin of my people Israel and making 
my request to the Lorp my God for his holy hill— 
2lwhile I was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I had 
seen in the earlier vision, came to me in swift flight 
about the time of the evening sacrifice. He in- 
structed me and said to me, “Daniel, | have now 
come to give you insight and understanding. BAS 
soon as you began to pray, an answer was given, 
which I have come to tell you, for you are h 
esteemed. Therefore, consider the message al 
understand the vision: 
24"Seventy ‘sevens’© are decreed for your 
people and your holy city to finish4 transgression, 
to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to 
bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vi- 
sion and prophecy and to anoint the most holy. 
25Know and understand this: From the issuing 
of the decreef to restore and rebuild Jerusalem ; 
until the Anointed One,‘ the ruler, comes, there 
will be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It 
will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in 
times of trouble. 26After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the 
Anointed One will be cut off and will have noth- 
ing.* The people of the ruler who will come will 
destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will 
come like a flood: War will continue until the end, 7 
and desolations have been decreed. 27He will con- 
firm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’! In the 
middle of the ‘seven’! he will put an end to sacri- 7 
fice and offering. And on a wing of the temple, he 
will set up an abomination that causes desolation, 
until the end that is decreed is poured out on 
him.)"* sya 
SAY Woe 


Daniel's Vision of a Man a ees 


10 ne ee ee 
revelation was given to Daniel (who was 
called Belteshazzar). Its message was true and it 
concerned a great war.sThe understanding of the 
message came to him in a vision. wie? 
2At that time I, Daniel, mourned for three 
weeks. 31 ate no choice food; no meat or wine- 
touched my lips; and I used no lotions « 


#1 Hebrew Ahasuerus *1 Or Chaldean «24 Or ‘weeks’; also in verses 25 and 26 424 Or restrain 
Place; or most holy One /25 Or word £25 Oran anointed one; also in verse 26 
for himself ‘27 Or ‘week’ 127 Orit 7 


until the end that is decreed is poured out on the desolated city, 
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4On the twenty tometh day oF the Heat nent ae 
Iwan standing on the bank oF the great ever, the 
Tigris, “looked up and (here before nie wan a inant 
creased in linen, Wi a belt of the finest gold 
around hin waist, lis body was like ehrywolite, Itt 
face like lightning, bik eyes like Maming torches, 
his arms and lege like the gleam of burnished 
bronge, and his voice like the sound of a nmulth 
ude 
T, Daniel, was the only o 
the men with me did not it, but such terror 
overwhelmed them that they fled and hid them 
selves. "So 1 was left alone, gazing at Unie great 
vision, | had oo strength left, my lace tuned 
deathly pale and I was helpless, “Then | heard him 
speaking, and as | listened to him, [fell into a deep 
sleep, my face to the ground 


» who saw the vision; 


WA hand touched me and set me trembling on 
my hands and knees, |!He said, “Daniel, you who 
are highly esteemed, consider vfully the words 
lam about to speak to you, and stand up, for! have 
now been sent to you.” And when he said this to 
me, | stood up trembling 

!2Then he continued, “Do not be afraid, Daniel. 

Since the first day that you set your:mind to gain 

understanding and to humble yourself before your 

God, your words were heard, and I have come in 

response to them. |But the prince of the Persian 

kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Mi- 

chael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, 

because I was detained there with the king of 

Persia. '4Now | have come to explain to you what 

will happen to your people in the future, for the 

vision concerns a time yet to come.” 
\5While he was saying this to me, | bowed with 
my face toward the ground and was speechless. 
16Then one who looked like a man* touched my 
lips, and | opened my mouth and began to speak. 
| said to the one standing before me, ‘I am over- 
come with anguish becausé of the vision, my lord, 
and | am helpless. !7How can I, your servant, talk 
with you, my lord? My strength is gone and I can 
hardly breathe.” 

18Again the one who looked like a man touched 
me and gave me strength. !9Do not be afraid, O 
man highly esteemed,” he said. “Peace! Be strong 
now; be strong.” 

When he spoke to me, | was strengthened and 
said, “Speak, my lord, since you have given me 
strength.” 

20So he said, “Do you know why I have come to 
you? Soon I will return to fight against the prince 
of Persia, and when I go, the prince of Greece will 
come; 2!but first J will tell you what is written in the 


el 


10:13 Slow to Answer Prayer 
These comments come from what seems to be an 
angelic messenger. They hint at heavenly warfare 
human beings know little about. When prayers go 
unanswered for long periods, more may be 
involved than we ever dream. 


——— nl 


SANIBEL 117 
Wowk of Truth, (ie ene mapper rie 
une , prin 

11 frer"yonr ot Datum the Mode, tee my 
stand to supper and pretant HHA) «rp 
The Kings of the Gouth and the North 

2Now then, 1 wll you He truth, Three mane 
hinge will appear in Mernia, ariel tana foutty, one 
will be far richer than all the athens. /ien he haw 
gained power by bie wealtty, fer will wtie 
one againel the kingdom of Crewe, f 
mighty king will appear, whe will rule with 


j 


power and do as he pleases, tAfter hue a 
peared, his empire will be broken ap and 
oul toward the four winds of heaven, Itvall net 


to hin descendants, nor will I have the power 
exercised, because his empire will be uprooted and 
given to others, nm 

o”’The king of the South vill 

one of his sre will . 
than he and will rule his own teh, with 
power, “After some years, they Pecored die 
The daughter of the king of the South will go 

king of the North to make an alliance, but she will 
not retain her power, and he and his power will 
not last. In those days she will be 
together with her royal escort and her fe 
the one who supported her. 

7One from her family line will arise to take her 
place. He will attack the forces of the king of the 
North and enter his fortress; he will fight against 
them and be victorious. He will also seize 
gods, their metal images and their vs 
of silver and gold and carry them off to Egypt. 
some years he will leave the king Be om 
alone. 9Then the king of the North ’ 
realm of the king of the South but will retreat to his 
own country. !His sons will prepare for war and 
assemble a great army, which will sweep on like 
irresistible flood and carry the battle as far as 
fortress. é a ; 

1Then the king of the South will march out in 
a rage and fight against the king of the North, who 
will raise a large army, but it will be defeated. 
12When the army is carried off, the king of the 
South will be filled with pride and will slaughter 
many thousands, yet he will not remain trium- 
phant. 13For the king of the North will muster 
another army, larger than the first; and after sev- 
eral years, he will advance with a huge army fully 
equipped. ‘ 

\4"In those times many will rise against the king 
of the South. The violent men among your own 
people will rebel in fulfillment of the vision, but 
without success. 15Then the king of the } will 
come and build up siege ramps and will capture a 
fortified city, The forces of the South will be paw- 
erless to resist; even their best troops will not have 
the strength to stand. 16The invader will do as he 
pleases; no one will be able-to stand against him. _ 
He will establish himself in the Beautiful Land and 
will have the power to destroy it. 17He will deter- 
mine to come with the might of his entire kingdom 
and will make an alliance with the king of the 


“16 Most manuscripts of the Masoretic Text; one manuscript of the Masoretic Text, Dead Sea Scrolls and Septuagint Thes something that 


looked like a man's hand 6 Or offspring 


<6 Orchild (see Vulgate and Syriac). 
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South. And he will give him a daughter in mar- 
riage in order to overthrow the kingdom, but his 
plans# will not succeed or help him, !8Then he will 
turn his attention to the coastlands and will take 
many of them, but a commander will put an end to 
his insolence and will turn his insolence back upon 
him. 1%After this, he will turn back toward the 
fortresses of his own country but will stumble and 
fall, to be seen no more. 

20"His successor will send out a tax collector to 
maintain the royal splendor. In a few years, how- 


ever, he will be destroyed, yet not in anger or in 
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™ 
21”He will be succeeded by a cont 
son who has not been given the honor of 7 
He will invade the kingdom when its i 


secure, and he will seize it through intrigue. 
2Then an overwhelming army will be swept away 
before him; both it and a prince of the covenant 
will be destroyed. 23After coming to an aj 

with him, he will act deceitfully, and with only a 
few people he will rise to power. 4When the 
richest provinces feel secure, he will invade them 
and will achieve what neither his fathers 

his forefathers did. He will distribute plu dj 
loot and wealth among his followers. He will plot 


battle 
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In the Hands of Tyrants 
Daniel's visions portray history as one bestial empire after another 


‘The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will say 
unheard-of things against the God of gods.” 11:36 
ncreasingly, it seems, totalitarian leaders promise everything—and demand everything. They 
brutally dispose of anyone who opposes them. Daily the list grows longer. 


A Single, Cruel King 
Daniel’s visions predicted such tyrants. History, in these visions, is one terrible empire after 


another. Each is stronger but more bestial than the last. 

The focus narrows (in 8:23-25 and 11:21-45) to a single, cruel king. Most scholars agree the 
description matches Antiochus IV of Syria. An obscure tyrant who ruled a century and a half 
before Jesus, he was the Jews’ worst enemy in history, until Hitler. 

Antiochus, never totally victorious against archenemy Egypt, took out his frustrations on little 
Jerusalem, He determined to make that city Greek rather than Jewish by rooting out its religion. — 
He sold the high priest’s position to an opportunist and transformed the temple into an altar for 
the Greek god Zeus. This desecration sparked one of history's earliest guerrilla wars, the 
Maccabean rebellion. Antiochus conquered Jerusalem twice, slaughtering thousands. He outlawed 


Judaism and proclaimed himself as God incarnate. 


The End of the Tyrant 
And yet, for all his power and terror, Antiochus died raving from insanity, and his mark on 


history has virtually disappeared. Ironically, the religion he sought to destroy has endured and 
touched the whole world. This is just what you could expect from reading Daniel. Terrible rulers 
rise up one after another, but they disappear just as quickly. We can expect political terror, But _ 
yinthe 
ye as never 


we can count on God. 
The New Testament suggests that Antiochus’s brutal pattern will culminate somed 


ay 
antichrist, an arrogant leader who will dominate the world and persecute God’s peop! 


before. Many scholars believe that the last part of Daniel's final vision refers to this character. Yet 
despite the antichrist’s power, he too will fall in the end. God's justice will rule the earth. Those’ 
who believe in such an outcome have reason to be as brave as Daniel. 


Life Questions: How does Daniel's view of history affect your perspective on world politi 2 How 
should a Christian regard the human “powers-that-be’’? jody nt o ah 
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the overthrow of fortresjes—but only for a time 

2’ With « large army he will stir up his 
and courage against the king of the South. 
king of the South will wage war with 4 large and 
very powerful army, but he will not be able to 
stand because of the plots devised against him. 
2Those who eat from the king's provisions will try 
to destroy him; his army will be swept away, and 
many will fall in battle, 27The two kings, with their 
hearts bent on evil, will sitat the same table and lie 
to each other, but to no avail, because an end will 
still come at the appointed time. “The king of the 
North will return to his own countey with great 
wealth, but hus heart will be set against the holy 
covenant, He will take action against it and then 
return to his own country 

2’At the appointed time he will invade the 
South again, but this time the outcome will 
different from what it was before, “Ships of the 
western coastlands will oppose him, and he will 
love heart, Then he will turn back and vent his fury 
against the holy covenant. He will return and 
show favor to those who forsake the holy cov~ 
enant 
His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the 
temple fortress and will abolish the daily sacrifice, 
Then they will set up the abomination that causes 
desolation. “With flattery he will corrupt those 
who have violated the covenant, but the people 
who know their God will firmly resist him, 

Those who are wise will instruct many, 
though for a time they will fall by the sword or be 
burned or captured or plundered. MWhen they 
fall, they will receive a little help, and many who 
are not sincere will join them, “Some of the wise 
will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified 
and made spotless until the time of the end, for it 


will still come at the appointed time: 


The King Who Exalts Himself 


”’The king will do as he pleases, He will exalt 
and magnify himself above every god and will say 
unheard-of things against the God of gods, He will 
be successful until the time of wrath is completed, 
for what has been determined must take place. 
He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers 
or for the one desired by women, nor will he re- 


11:37 Exalted above the Gods 

The tyrant Antiochus 1V, whom most 
commentators believe is described here, minted 
many coins showing his portrait. The early coins 
were merely stamped, ‘King Antiochus.” But, as he 
grew more obsessed with his own importance, he 
added features to his portrait that made him look 
like the Greek gods Apollo or Zeus, and to his 
given name he appended the tithe 
“Epiphanes”—God Manifest.” Such behavior 
earned him the nickname “Antiochus Epimanes” 
—erary Antiochus.” 
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DANIEL 12:8 7 
him who lives forever, saying, “It be fora v 
time, times and half a time.” poe foci 
the holy people has been finally broken, all these 
things will be completed.” ~~ Se 
8] heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, 
“My lord, what will the outcome of all this be?” 
°He replied, ‘Go your way, Daniel, because the 
words are closed up and sealed until the time of 
the end. 10Many will be purified, made spotless 
and refined, but the wicked will continue to be 
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Tearing God’s Heart 


Why would he love such a woman? 


‘She decked herself with rings and jewelry, and went after her lovers, but me she forgot,” *% 
declares the Loro. 2:13 
the prophet’s very own. Hosea 
ore she went out on him, the 


‘osea begins with a love story—a 
had married a woman who acte 


more Hosea loved her. He gave her everything a 
name, his reputation. She responded by living with other men. He warned her, he pleaded with 


her, he punished her. She humiliated him until he wanted to cry, yet still he clung to her. 

Why did Hosea begin with his personal life? Because God had expressly told him to relate it to 
another, more tragic love story: the painful love of God for his people. God could have simply 
declared, “Israel is like a wife to me—an adulterous wife.” Instead, he used Hosea to act out the 
treachery in real life—and to show in living color God’s fury, his jealousy, and above all else, his 


love for his people. 


Winding Down to a Bitter End 
Virtually every chapter of Hosea talks about the “prostitution” or “adultery” of God's people 

(1:2; 2:2,4; 3:1; 4:2,10-15,18; 5:3,4; 6:10; 7:4; 8:9; 9:1). Underlying some hard words is a 

remarkably tender revelation: God doesn’t want to be only “master” to his people. He wants to 


be a husband, giving all of himself in intimate love 
Hosea spoke and acted these messages to the Northern part of God's divided country—Israel or 
“Ephraim,” as Hosea called it. King Jeroboam II's reign was a time of prosperity; the prophet 
Amos blasted the rich for their greedy injustices toward the poor. But soon after Jeroboam’s death 
the national fabric began to unravel. In just over 20 years six kings took the throne—four of them 
by murdering the previous king. Hosea probably lived to see the massive Assyrian armies storm 
the capital and deport all the Israelite citizens to other lands. God’s “wife” was carried off, just as 


he had warned 


par personal love story, 
like a prostitute. Yet the mi h 
Rood wife deserved: his love, his home, his 
tl 


i 


God Is a Lover 
When most people must have been preoccupied with politics and military matters, Hosea kept 
his message aimed at idol worship, which he referred to as adultery. He saw that as the root o' 


Israel’s problems. 
Israel tended to mix religions freely—to think that everybody's religion had a little truth in it, 
, the better off you would be. Many prophets attacked Israel's idol 


and the more religion you got 
worship. Hosea shows that God's concern about idolatry is no fussy, religious matter. It is terribly 


personal. God, the lover, will not share his bride with anyone else. 
ughout the Old Testament, reflect his 


God’s anger and jealousy, expressed so often thro: 
poweral love. Sin does not merely break God's law, it breaks his heart. He punishes to get his 
lover's attention. Yet even when she turns her back on him, he sticks with her. He is willing to 
suffer, in hope that someday she will change. Hosea shows that God longs not to punish, but to 


love. 


How to Read Hosea 


Hosea is one of the most emotional books in the Bible, an outpouring of suffering love from 
God’s heart. This shows in the writing, which Jumps impulsively from one thought to the next. 
Read a chapter dramatically aloud, and you will get this sense. It is almost like listening in on a 


husband-and-wife fight. 
The book divides into two parts. In the first three chapters, the prophet Hosea briefly describes 
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his marriage to an adulterous woman and makes the connection to Israel's unfaithfulness to God. 
From chapter 4 onward this dramatic, personal beginning is not mentioned again. But it has set 
the stage. God’s deep love, his disappointment and anger, and his determination to € 


with his unfaithful wife pour out in a series of vivid speeches. - 
For a historical perspective on Hosea’s times, read from 2 Kings 14:23 to 17:41, noting that some 


sections describe Judah, the Southern nation, while the rest relate to the deteriorating Israel 
Hosea knew. This history is summarized in “A Lineup of Rulers,” page 338. The prophet Amos 
spoke to the North at about the same time as Hosea, but from a noticeably different point of ~ 
view. Amos concentrated on law and justice, with special concern for the poor, while Hosea 
concentrated on the broken relationship with God that led to this injustice. Together, these two 


prophets provide a three-dimensional view of Israel’s problems. 
Because Hosea is so emotional, he doesn’t stop to explain a large number of i 
references. A Bible dictionary will help you understand the names and places you a 


with. 


PLANS FOR READING HOSEA 
PLAN 1: An Overview of Hosea in 2 Days 


O Day 1. Read the Introduction to Hosea, and chapters 2 and 3, which compare 


Hosea’s marriage to Israel’s relationship with God. 
C Day 2. Read chapter 11, which shows God's powerful, competing emotions as he 


thinks of Israel. 


PLAN 2: All of Hosea in 10 Days 
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The word of the Lorp that came to Hosea son 

of Beeri during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, 
Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during 
the reign of Jeroboam son of Jehoash¢ king of 
Israel: 


Hosea’s Wife and Children 


2When the Lorn began to speak through Hosea, 
the Lorp said to him, “Go, take to yourself an 
adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, be- 
cause the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in 
departing from the Lorp.” 3So he married Gomer 
daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore 
him a son. 

4Then the Lorp said to Hosea, ‘Call him Jezreel, 
because | will soon punish the house of Jehu for 
the massacre at Jezreel, and | will put anend to the 
kingdom of Israel. 5In that day | will break Israel's 
bow in the Valley of Jezreel.”” 

6Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a 
daughter. Then the Lorp said to Hosea, “Call her 
Lo-Ruhamah,! for I will no longer show love to 
the house of Israel, that I should at all forgive 
them. 7Yet I will show love to the house of Judah; 
and | will save them—not by bow, sword or battle, 
or by horses and horsemen, but by the Lorp their 
God.” 

8After she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, Gomer 
had another son. 9Then the Lorp said, “Call him 
Lo-Ammi,¢ for you are not my people, and | am 
not your God. 


41 Hebrew Joash, a variant of Jehoash 


*6 Lo-Ruhamah means not loved. 


10’’Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the A’ 

seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. 

In the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not 

my people,’ they will be called ‘sons of the living 

God.’ The people of Judah and the people of 

Israel will be reunited, and they will appoint one 
leader and will come up out of the land, for great 

will be the day of Jezreel. 


1:4 The Children’s Strange 
Names ; , 
At God's direction, Hosea named his three children 
in a way that symbolized God’s anger. Their names f 
show God's increasing j inst Israel's 
adultery: first comes puni: a loss of 
love, finally total divorce. The first name, Jezreel, 
refers to a historical incident from 2 Kings 9-10. 
Jezreel was the place where King Jehu slaughtered 
a wicked king and all his associates (2 Kings 
10:11): Hosea lived to see his prediction of ® 
ishment on Jehu’s house fulfilled, when the last 
ing in Jehu’s line was murdered (2 Kings 15:8-12). 
Punishment, however, was not the last word. 
Jezreel has a double meaning—both to “‘scatter”’ 
and to “sow.” In verse 11 and in verses 22-23 of 
chapter 2, Jezreel takes on the hopeful sense of 
planting new life. Hosea’s other two children’s 
names are similarly turned from curses to _ 
blessings. God’s anger leads to new life. 


£9) Lo-Aminlimeans sot sng:peoplesoonel 
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? Say of your brothers, ‘My people,’ and of 
& your sisters, ‘My loved one.’ 


Israel Punished and Restored 


2”"Rebuke your mother, rebuke her, 
for sheis not my wife, 
and Lam not her husband 
Let her remove the adulterous look from her 
face 
and the unfaithfulness from between her 
breasts. 
Otherwise | will strip her naked 
and make her as bare as on the day she was 
born 
| will make her like a desert, 
turn her into a parched land, 
and slay her with thirst, 
41 will not show my love to her children, 
because they are the children of adultery. 
‘Their mother has been unfaithful 
and has conceived them in disgrace. 
She said, ‘1 will go after my lovers, 
who give me my food and my water, 
my wool and my linen, my oil and my 


drink.’ 
Therefore | will block her path with 
thornbushes; 
| will wall her in so that she cannot find her 
way 
"She will chase after her lovers but not catch 
them; 


she will look for them but not find them. 
Then she will say, 
I will go back to my husband as at first, 
for then | was better off than now.’ 
8She has not acknowledged that I was the one 
who gave her the grain, the new wine and 
oil, 
who lavished on her the silver and gold— 
which they used for Baal. 


9'Therefore | will take away my grain when it 
nipens, 
and my new wine when it is ready. 
I will take back my wool and my linen, 
intended to cover her nakedness. 
0So now | will expose her lewdness 
before the eyes of her lovers; 
no one will take her out of my hands, 
11] will stop all her celebrations: 
her yearly festivals, her New Moons, 
her Sabbath days—all her appointed feasts. 
12] will ruin her vines and her fig trees, 
which she said were her pay from her lovers; 
I will make them a thicket, 
and wild animals will devour them. 
13] will punish her for the days 
she burned incense to the Baals; 
she decked herself with rings and jewelry, 
and went after her lovers, 
but me she forgot,” 


declares the Lorp. 
15 Achor means trouble "15 Or respond 16 Hebrew baal 


22 jezreel means God plants #23 Hebrew Lo-Ruhamah 
grams) (2 That is, probably about 10 bushels (about 330 liters) 


°23 Hebrew Lo-Ammi 
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HOSEA 3:5 , 
\4"Therefore | am now going toallure her; 
I will lead her into the desert 
and speak tenderly to her. Meal § & 
15There I will give her back her vineyards, 
and will make the Valley of Achor a door of 


hope. 

There she will sing? as in the days of her ~ 
youth, . 

as in the day she came up out of Egypt. * 


16In that day,” declares the Lorp, 3 
“you will call me ‘my husband’; veel 
you will no longer call me ‘my master.” 

171 will remove the names of the Baals from her 

lips; “: 
no longer will their names be invoked. 

18In that day I will make a covenant for them 
with the beasts of the field and the birds of 

the air 
and the creatures that move along the 
ground. 
Bow and sword and battle 
I will abolish from the land, 
so that all may lie down in safety. 

19] will betroth you to me forever; > 
I will betroth you in¢ righteousness and 

justice, 
ine love and compassion. ad 

201 will betroth you in faithfulness, : 

and you will acknowledge the Lorp. —~ 


21In that day I will respond,” ot) 
declares the Logo— 
“| will respond to the skies,, ic . 
and they will respond to the earth; 
2and the earth will respond to the grain, © 
the new wine and oil, } * 
and they will respond to Jezreel./ 
23] will plant her for myself in the land; 
I will show my love to the one I called “Not 
my loved one.%" 
I will say to those called ‘Not my people,’ 
“You are my people’; . 
and they will say, ‘You are my God.’ ” 


Hosea’s Reconciliation With His Wife 


The Lorp said to me, “Go, show your love to 
your wife again, though she is loved by an- 
other and is an adulteress. Love her as the Lorp 
loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods 
and love the sacred raisin cakes.” 
2So I bought her for fifteen shekels! of silver 
and about a homer and a lethek/ of barley. 3Then 
I told her, “You are to live with' me many days; 
you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with 
any man, and | will live withk you.” 
4For the Israelites will live many days without 
king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, 
without ephod or idol. 5Afterward the Israelites 
will return and seek the Lorp their God and Dayid 
their king. They will come trembling to the Lorp 
and to his blessings in the last days. 


419 Or with; also in verse 20 19 Or with ° 


{2 That is, about 6 ounces (about 170 
*3 Or wait for . 


HOSEA 4:1 
The Charge Against Israel 


Hear the word of the Lop, you Israelites, 
because the Lorp has a charge to bring 
against you who live in the land: 
“There is no faithfulness, no love, 
no acknowledgment of God in the land. 
?There is only cursing,“ lying and murder, 
stealing and adultery; 
they break all bounds, 
and bloodshed follows bloodshed. 
>Because of this the land mourns,’ 
and all who live in it waste away; 
the beasts of the field and the birds of the air 
and the fish of the sea are dying, 


#But let no man bring a charge, 
let no man accuse another, 
for your people are like those 
who bring charges against a priest. 
5You stumble day and night, 
and the prophets stumble with you. 
So I will destroy your mother— 
6 my people are destroyed from lack of 
knowledge. 
“Because you have rejected knowledge, 
l also reject you as my priests; 
because you have ignored the law of your God, 
l also will ignore your children. 
7The more the priests increased, 
the more they sinned against me; 
they exchanged¢ theiré Glory for something 
disgraceful 
5They feed on the sins of my people 
and relish their wickedness. 
°And it will be: Like people, like priests. 
I will punish both of them for their ways 
and repay them for their deeds. 


10’They will eat but not have enough; 
they will engage in prostitution but not 
increase, 
because they have deserted the Lorp 
to give themselves !!to prostitution, 
to old wine and new, 
which take away the understanding !2of my 
people. 
They consult a wooden idol 
and are answered by a stick of wood. 
A spirit of prostitution leads them astray; 
they are unfaithful to their God. 
13They sacrifice on the mountaintops 
and burn offerings on the hills, 
under oak, poplar and terebinth, 
where the shade is pleasant. 
Therefore your daughters turn to prostitution 
and your daughters-in-law to adultery. 


14”] will not punish your daughters 
when they turn to prostitution, 
nor your daughters-in-law 
when they commit adultery, 
because the men themselves consort with 
harlots 
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and sacrifice with shrine 
a people without understanding: 
in! 


ruin! be 
15Though you commit adultery, O Israel, 
let not Judah become guilty. 
“Do not go to Gilgal; Ferree 
do not go up to Beth Aven.« 
And do not swear, ‘As surely as the Lorp 
lives!’ 
16The Israelites are stubborn, 
like a stubborn heifer. 
How then.can the Lorp pasture them 
like lambs in a meadow? ~~ 
17Ephraim is joined to idols; 3 
leave him alone! 
18Even when their drinks are gone, 
they continue their prostitution; 
their rulers dearly love shameful ways. 
194 whirlwind will sweep them away, \ 
and their sacrifices will bring them shame. 


Judgment Against Israel 


“Hear this, you priests! 
Pay attention, you Israelites! 
Listen, O royal house! 
This judgment is against you: 
You have been a snare at Mizpah, 
a net spread out on Tabor. 
2The rebels are deep in slaughter. 
I will discipline all of them. 
31 know all about Ephraim; 
Israel is not hidden from me. 
Ephraim, you have now turned to prostitution; 
Israel is corrupt. 


#Their deeds do not permit them 
to return to their God. 

A spirit of prostitution is in their heart; 
they do not acknowledge the Lorp. 

SIsrael’s arrogance testifies against them; 
the Israelites, even Ephraim, stumble in their 

sin; 

Judah also stumbles with them. 

When they go with their flocks and herds 
to seek the Lorp, 

they will not find him; 


— 
4:13 Real Prostitution 
In each of the first nine chapters of his book, 
Hosea describes Israel’s sin as prostitution or 
adultery. This is primarily symbolism meant to 
emphasize God's deep, personal love for Israel and 
his pain when the Israelites desert him to “go after 
bre has a literal meaning also. The 
But prostitution has a ing. 
religions Israel pursued that human 
sexuality was Sean alterslity To 
encourage good crops, believers in these religions 
practiced their human fertility. This meant 
organized prostitution, done as part of their — 
worship experience. . 
——— 


#2 That is, to pronounce a curse upon 63 Ordries up <7 Syriac and an ancient Hebrew scribal tradition; Masoretic Text I will, 
exchange 47 Masoretic Text; an ancient Hebrew scribal tradition my 15 Beth Aven means house of wickedness (a name for 
Bethel, which means house of God). ean tcl 
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Now thei New Moon feattvale 

will devour them and (hele Helle 


Sound the trumpet in Gibeal, 
the horn in Ramah 
Raine the battle cey to Neth Avent 
lead on, O Benjanmnin, 
“Epi will be lal waste 
On the day of reckoning 
Anong the tribes of tered 
| proclaim what ts certain 
Judah's leaders are like those 
who move boundary stones, 
Twill pour out my wrath on them 
like a flood of water 
UEphraim is oppressed, 
trampled in judgment, 
intent on pursuing idols.’ 
ham like a moth to Ephraim, 
like rot to the people of Judah 


When Ephraim saw his sickness, 
and Judah his sores, 
then Ephraim turned to Assyria, 
and sent to the great king for help, 
But he is not able to cure you, 
not able to heal your sores, 
‘For | will be like a lion to Ephraim, 
like a great lion to Judah 
I will tear them to pieces and go away; 
I will carry them off, with no one to rescue 
them 
'5Then | will go back to my place 
until they admit their guilt. 
And they will seek my face; 


in their misery they will earnestly seek me.” 


Israel Unrepentant 


‘Come, let-us return to the Lorp. 

He has torn us to pieces 

but he will heal us; 
he has injured us 

but he will bind up our wounds. 
2After two days he will revive us; 

on the third day he will restore us, 

that we may live in his presence. 
SLet us acknowledge the Lorp; 

let us press on to acknowledge him, 
As surely as the sun rises, 

he will appear; 
he will come to us like the winter rains, 

like the spring rains that water the earth.” 


+’What can I do with you, Ephraim? 
What can I do with you, Judah? 
Your love is like the morning mist, 
like the early dew that disappears. 
>Therefore I cut you in pieces with my 
prophets, 
I killed you with the words of my mouth; 
my judgments flashed like lightning upon 
you. 


“8 Beth Aven means heave of wickedness (a name for Bethel, which means house of Gad). 


word is uncertain, 7 Or As at Adam; or Like men 
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Alea for you, \udaly, 
a harvest es appointed. 


“Whenever | iekd Sit Hel RE tates 
7 Whenever | would heal Irae, 


the sins of Ephraim are exposed 
and the crimes of Samanta sevested. 
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%but they do not realize 

that remember all their ev deeds, 
Their sins engulf them; 

they aieaieaietelonaan 


They delight tne hing wits ele Was 
the princes with their r 
4They are all adulterers, Yr. 
burning like an oven 4 
ne cea 
the kneading of an 

sn the dy of ie teed gf Ona can 
the princes become inflamed with wine, 
and he joins hands with the mockers. 
Their hearts are like an oven; 

they approach him with intrigue. 

Their passion smolders all night; 

in the morning & Ghesas Ste 4 eee 
7All of them are hot as an oven; 

they devour their rulers. 

All their kings fall, x 
and none of them calls on me. 


6’Ephraim mixes with the nations; 


he does not return to the Lozp his God { 
or search for him. 

1”Ephraim is like a dove, 
easily deceived and senseless— 

now calling to Egypt, 
now turning to Assyria. 

12When they go, ! will throw my net over them: 

11 The meanang of the Hichers Sor ths. 


HOSEA 7:13 


1 will pull them down like birds of the air. 
When | hear them flocking together, 
1 will catch them 
Woe to them, 
because they have strayed from me! 
Destruction to them, 
because they have rebelled against me! 
I long to redeem them 
but they speak lies against me. 
\4They do not cry out to me from their hearts 
but wail upon their beds 
They gather together for grain and new wine 
but turn away from me. 
15] trained them and strengthened them, 
but they plot evil against me 
16They do not turn to the Most High; 
they are like a faulty bow 
Their leaders will fall by the sword 
because of their insolent words 
For this they will be ridiculed 
in the land of Egypt. 


Israel to Reap the Whirlwind 


Put the trumpet to your lips! 
An eagle is over the house of the Lorp 
because the people have broken my covenant 
and rebelled against my law. 
2]srael cries out to me, 
O our God, we acknowledge you!” 
3But Israel has rejected what is good; 
an enemy will pursue him. 
‘They set up kings without my consent; 
they choose princes without my approval. 
With their silver and gold 
they make idols for themselves 
to their own destruction 
5Throw out your calf-idol, O Samaria! 
My anger burns against them 
How long will they be incapable of purity? 
6 They are from Israel! 
This calf—a craftsman has made it; 
it is not God 
It will be broken in pieces, 
that calf of Samaria 


7’They sow the wind 
and reap the whirlwind 
The stalk has no head; 
it will produce no flour. 
Were it to yield grain, 
foreigners would swallow it up. 
8Israel is swallowed up; 
now she is among the nations 
like a worthless thing. 
°For they have gone up to Assyria 
like a wild donkey wandering alone. 
Ephraim has sold herself to lovers. 
10Although they have sold themselves among 
the nations, 
I will now gather them together. 
They will begin to waste away 
under the oppression of the mighty king. 


1” Though Ephraim built many altars for sin 
offerings, 


414 Most Hebrew manuscripts; some Hebrew manuscripts and Septuagint They slash themselves 


these have become altars for si 
12] wrote for them the many things of my 
but they regarded them as. something alien’) a 
13They offer sacrifices given to.me 
and they eat the meat, 
but the Lorp is not pleased with them. 
Now he will remember their wi ess 
and punish their sins: 7 
They will return to Egypt. 
\[srael has forgotten his Maker 
and built palaces; 
Judah has fortified many towns. 
But J will send fire upon their cities 
that will consume their fortresses.” 


Punishment for Israel 


Do not rejoice, O Israel; 
do not be jubilant like the other nations. 
For you have been unfaithful to your God; 
you love the wages of a prostitute 
at every threshing floor. 
2Threshing floors and winepresses will not feed 
the people; 
the new wine will fail them, 
3They will not remain in the Lorp’s land; 
Ephraim will return to Egypt 
and eat unclean? food in Assyria. 
4They will not pour out wine offerings to the © 
Lorp, 
nor will their sacrifices please him. 
Such sacrifices will be to them like the bread of 
mourners; 
all who eat them will be unclean. 
This food will be for themselves; ~ 
it will not come into the temple of the Lorp. 


5What will you do on the day of your appointed 
feasts, 
on the festival days of the Lorp? 
Even if they escape from destruction, 
Egypt will gather them, 7 


and Memphis will bury them. o 
Their treasures of silver will be taken over wy 
briers, 4 


and thorns will overrun their tents. yi 

7The days of punishment are coming, ‘ 
the days of reckoning are at hand, 
Let Israel know this. 

Because your sins are so many 
and your hostility so great, 

the prophet is considered a fool, 

the inspired man a maniac. 


ve 
8:11 How to Be Religious 
Without Pleasing God 
The Israelites didn’t think they were rejecting God. 
In fact, they became increasingly pious. (See 
8:2,11,13; a and, probably, 6:1-3 for their — 
expressions of faith.) But they wanted to worship 
on their terms, not God’s. While their sacrifices to 
God increased, they kept on idols. as 


well. f . 
3 Thatis, ceremonially unclean, a. 


sThe prophet, along with my God. 
is the watchman over Ephraim,* 
yet snares await him on all his paths, 
and hostility in the house of his God- 
Whey have sunk deep into corruption, 
as in the days of Gibeah. 
God will remember their wickedness 
h them for their sins. 
d Israel, 
it was | inding grapes in the desert; 
when I saw your fathers, 
it was like seeing the early fruit on the fig 
2 tree 
» But when they came to Baal Peor, 
they consecrated themselves to that 
shameful idol 
and became as vile as the thing they loved. 
Ephraim’s glory will fly away like a bird— 
no birth, no pregnancy, no conception. 
2Even if they rear children, 
I will bereave them of every one. 
Woe to them 
when I turn away from them! 
| have seen Ephraim, like Tyre, 
planted in a pleasant place 
But Ephraim will bring out 
their children to the slayer.”” 


4Give them, O Lorp— 
what will you give them? 
e th wombs that miscarry 
and breasts that are dry. 


5“Because of all their wickedness in Gilgal, 
I hated them there 
Because of their sinful deeds, 
| will drive them out of my house. 
1 will no longer love them; 
all their leaders are rebellious. 
Ephraim is blighted, 
their root is withered, 
they yield no fruit. 
Even if they bear children, 
| will slay their cherished offspring.” 


My God will reject them 
because they have not obeyed him; 
they will be wanderers among the nations. 


10 Israel was a spreading vine; 
he brought forth fruit for himself 


9:9 Two Instances of Evil 

The “days of Gibeah” evidently refers to the 
vicious murder of a woman, told in Judges 19-21. 
This horrifying incident was a version of Sodom 
and Gomorrah right in Israel. Another incident 
(verse 10), equally bad in its own way, occurred at 
Baal Peor (see Numbers 25:1-3). Israelite men en 
route to the promised land slept with Moabite 
women and worshiped their gods. From both these 
faosyate Hosea proves that sin is nothing new to 
ST . 


+ Or The prophet the oatchman over Ephraim, the people of my God 


We there a stamd woes tasters 


But even if we had a king, 

what could he do for us?” - 
‘They make many promises, 

take false oaths 

and make agreements; 
therefore lawsuits spring up 


« 


like poisons weeda in, PiesRO Be 


5The people who live in Samaria 
for the calf-idol of Beth Aven.> 


0 Priests, 
those who had rejoiced over its splendor, 


because it is taken from them into exile. 


‘It will be carried to Assyria 
as tribute for the great king. 
Ephraim will be di 4 


disgraced; 
Israel will be ashamed of its wooden idols.< 


Then they will say to the mountains, “Cover 


ust” 
and to the hills, “Fall on us!” 


*"Since the days of Gibeah, you have sinned, — 


O Israel, 
and there you have remained.¢ 
Did not war overtake 
the evildoers in Gibeah? 
When I please, I will punish them; 


nations will be gathered against them 
to put them in bonds for their double sin. 


‘Ephraim is a trained heifer 
that loves to thresh; 


*S Beth Aven means house of wachrdness (2 name for Bethel, 
whach means Rowse of Gad) °6 Or its comme! 48 Hebrew even, a reference to Beth Aven (a derogatory name for Bethel} 


HOSEA 10:12 


so I will put a yoke 
on her fair neck. 
I will drive Ephraim, 
Judah must plow, 
and Jacob must break up the ground. 
!2Sow for yourselves righteousness, 
reap the fruit of unfailing love, 
and break up your unplowed ground; 
for it is time to seek the Lorp, 
until he comes 
and showers righteousness on you. 
13But you have planted wickedness, 
you have reaped evil, 
you have eaten the fruit of deception. 
Because you have depended on your own 
strength 
and on your many warriors, 
\4the roar of battle will rise against your people, 
so that all your fortresses will be 
devastated— 
as Shalman devastated Beth Arbel on the day 
of battle, 
when mothers were dashed to the ground 
with their children. 
15Thus will it happen to you, O Bethel, 
because your wickedness is great. 
When that day dawns, 
the king of Israel will be completely 
destroyed. 


God's Love for Israel 


1 “When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
and out of Egypt I called my son. 
2But the more I? called Israel, 
the further they went from me.’ 
They sacrificed to the Baals 
and they burned incense to images. 
3It was | who taught Ephraim to walk, 
taking them by the arms; 
but they did not realize 
it was I who healed them. 
4I led them with cords of human kindness, 
with ties of love; 
I lifted the yoke from their neck 
and bent down to feed them, 


5’Will they not return to Egypt 
and will not Assyria rule over them 
because they refuse to repent? 

6Swords will flash in their cities, 
will destroy the bars of their gates 
and put an end to their plans. 

7My people are determined to turn from me. 
Even if they call to the Most High, 
he will by no means exalt them. 


8”How can I give you up, Ephraim? 
How can | hand you over, Israel? 
How can | treat you like Admah? 
How can I make you like Zeboiim? 
My heart is changed within me; 
all my compassion is aroused. 
91 will not carry out my fierce anger, 
nor will | turn and devastate Ephraim. 
For I am God, and not man— 


“2 Some Septuagint manuscripts, Hebrew they 
he grasps the heel (figuratively, he decewes). 


*2 Septuagint; Hebrew them 
9 Or God | ever since you were in ss 


Pees eae j 
I will not come in wrath. ey 
10They will follow the Lorp; 
he will roar like a lion. 
When he roars, 


his children wil come trembling, he 


They wiles ‘come trembling neg beet 
like birds from Egypt, 
like doves from Assyria. ‘si 

I will settle them in their homes,” alner 
declares the Lorp. 1S aed 


Israel’s Sin 


12Ephraim has surrounded me with lies, 
the house of Israel with deceit. 
And Judah is unruly against God, 
even against the faithful Holy One. 
12 'Ephraim feeds on the wind; 
he pursues the east wind all day 
and multiplies lies and violence. 
He makes a treaty with Assyria 
and sends olive oil to Egypt. 
2The Lorp has a charge to bring against Judah; 
he will punish Jacob4 according to his ways 
and repay him according to his deeds. ; 
3In the womb he grasped his brother's heel; 
as a man he struggled with God. 
4He struggled with the angel and overcame 
him; 


he wept and begged for his favor. 
He found him at Bethel 
and talked with him there— 
5the Lorp God Almighty, , 
the Lorp is his name of renown! aru : 
6But you must return to yourGod; 
maintain love and justice, - 
and wait for your God always, 
7The merchant uses dishonest scales; 
he loves to defraud. 
8Ephraim boasts, 
“Tam very rich; I have become weal 
With all my wealth they will not find in me 
any iniquity or sin.” “er? 
Tam the Lorp your God, - 
who brought you, out oft et . 
I will make you live in tents again, t 
as in the days of your appointed feasts. 0) 4} 
10] spoke to the prophets, 


a 


12:2 Jacob, a Man and a C 
ako Eeagese ioc pees tidy 
al 

fn Goreme 25-35, He was Serta 
he went into exile for it. a vals 

an eagerness to meet and be blessed 


went into. 
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1 his content 


/y hover Again Noradl 
pote, meen toembhed,; 


al 
ty A taal worship and 


the Laws 


13 ia was exahed 


“ys 


ie ata Went 
for Deemeetves from their 
yt aed WRAERY, 
{ tern the work of erafiemen 
toh these people, 
wy her human saciitice 
pul Vie? thee calldors,”” 
herelore they will be lee the morning mist, 
ke the early dew that disappears, 
hall willing trom a threshing floor, 
be emnoke escaping through a window. 
1am the Laue your God, 
Jo brenught you, out of Egypt 
) hull acknowledge no God but me, 


ro avian ence me 
cared tor you in the denert, 
in the land of burning heat 
When | fed them, they satiofied; 
hen they were salisfied, they became 


proud; 

hen they forgot me 
{vill come upon them like a Hon, 
leopard | will lurk by the path: 

bea bear robbed of her cubs, 

| will attack ther and nip them open, 
Like a Hon 1 will devour them; 

» wild animal will tear them apart 


——$_$_$_$_$_$_$_ $$ TT 


144 As Reliable as the Wind 

The (ruitless of lorael’s deeds Is beautifully 
exprewed in the metaphor of winds they feed on it, 
they pursue it all day (12/1), they sow It, and they 
reap the whirlwind (H:7), Their love is like the 
morning met, or dew (6:4), and thelr lives will be 
as lasting as the early dew or as chaff or as smoke 
escaping oul a window (144), 


ee, 


That ie, Merthwrwet Mesunutania 


ov onter cour lige ee snceitions of Wisi 


02 Or Men woke aagrifioe | Mier 


o~ 


"You ase desteoyed, O Israd, ’ : 
on aetingt your 


pecause you are against me, 


16’ will ransom them from the power of the 


{ will redeem them from death. ‘ 
Where, O death, are your plagues? “/ 
Where, O grave‘ is your destruction? 
“4 will have no compassion, eng 
% even though he thrives among his brothers. 
An east wind from the Lorp will come, 
blowing in from the desert; 
his spring will fail : 
and his well dry up. 
His storehouse will be plundered ., 
of all its treasures. , 
The people of Samaria must bear their guilt, & 
because they have rebelled against their 


God. 
They will fall by the sword; 
their little ones will be dashed to the ground, 
their pregnant women ripped open.” 


Repentance to Bring Blessing eth 
1 Return, O Israel, to the Lorp your God. ; 
Your sins have been your downfall! 
2Take words with you 
and return to the Lorp. 
Say to him: 
“Forgive all our sins 
and receive us graciously, 
that we may offer the fruit of our lips.¢ 
JAssyria cannot save us; 
we will not mount war-horses, 
We will never again say ‘Our gods’ 
to what our own hands have made, 
for in you the fatherless find compassion.” 


41 will heal their waywardness 
and love them freely, 
for my anger has turned away from them, 
51 will be like the dew to Israel; 
he will blossom like a lily. 
Like a cedar of Lebanon 
he will send down his roots; F 
© his young shoots will grow. 
His splendor will be like an olive tree, : 
his fragrance like a cedar of Lebanon. 
Men will dwell again in his shade. 
He will flourish like the grain, 
#14 Hebrew Shaw 


4 On God / ever srce yo were Oe 
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He will blossom like a vine, ia 
Ag his fame ¥ will be like ine wine rom. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Meaning of a Natural Disaster 
What's behind a devastating locust plague? 


Before them the earth shakes, the sky trembles, 


longer shine. 2:10 
67 Ptheir number was astounding; the whol 
came like a living deluge. We dug 
heaps upon heaps’; but the effort was U 
mountainside and poure 
bridging over the masses already kille 
flowed up the road, and ascended the 
on toward the east... .” 


W. M. Thomson is describing a locust plague. Des: 
When locusts have passed, the terrain looks as thoug! 


Why Have I Lived? 


trenches, and kindled fires, and 
tterly useless. Wave after wave rolled up the ~ 


d over rocks, walls, ditches and hedges ses behind covering wae » 
d. It was perfectly appa ling to watch this animated * 
hill above my house. For four days they continued to) 


the sun and moon are darkened, and the stars #0 


le face of the mountain was black with them. On they “a 
beat and burned to deaths 


—————— 


criptions of the aftermath sound just as anil 
h it has been swept by a scorching fire; 5 


ck eke ae ee 


Many awestruck observers have written accounts of locust swarms, y 
gery he described the devastation. His people 


than the prophet Joel. In strikin; 
faced starvation. Joel drew a ver! 

Natural disasters provoke questions. 
lived and others died? Is there a lesson 


into God’s universal plan. 
Joel had no doubt that God was behind 


, polished ima: 
ba portrait of grief and fear. 
Why did God allow this disaster to happens eae 
here? For Joel, a plague of locusts led to deep insights 


the plague. In fact, he pictured God leading the locusts 
ented “Ehe day of the Lorp,”’ a ji on issael. 


like an army into battle (2:11), They repress 
iid not devote time to an analysis of Israel's failings. He 


Unlike many of the other prophets, Joel d 
concentrated, instead, on a cure. 


le day of prayer and fasting to lead the back to 


Joel urged the priests to call a nationwid 
God. Then God would roll back the damage done by the locusts, more: “You have plenty 
if se the name of the Logo your God, who has worked 


to eat, until you are full, and you will prat 
wonders for you” (2:26). They wou 


in God’s love. So it has often proved for God’s people: 


relationship with him. 


God's Bigger Plans 
Though the locust plague was by far th 


record of this particular invasion has endured 
the worst natural disasters fade from memory. Joel wanted 


Id emerge from the experience with new, 


confidence 
a disaster has pressed them to a deeper 


e worst Joel had ever heard of (1:2-3), no historical 
, other than the one Joel left us. The truth is, ever 
the disaster to turn people's attention 


toward something more lasting—to an eternal God. 
believe that God controlled the locusts, and even more 


Joel wanted God’s people to 
importantly, that God shape 
destroyed, and as wonderfully as 
foreshadowed far more terrible ani 


d the entire course of history to his plan. 
God had rolled back their destruction, these events only 
d wonderful things. Joel saw that God's Spirit would transiorm 


‘As terribly as the Jocusts thad 


tantly, not just when a disaster catches their attention. 


his people into those who love him cons‘ 
ould create a renewed, secure city for his people, in 


After a time of terrible judgment, God w 


which he himself would live. : 
ee 


How to Read Joel 


Joel breaks naturally into two parts. Up to 2:28, 
of God’s people to such a natural disaster. From that verse on, 


the local situation and deals with the far- 


- 


it talks about a locust invasion and the response 
however, joel’s view rises abowe 


-off future. 


 —_— 


768 


Joel rarely refers to unfamiliar people, places, or events, so you can read it fairly easily withou ut 
using any outside reference like a Bible dictionary. The challenge is to connect hie anderen 


of a natural disaster—a locust pla; 
The Bible often refers to “the 

eee of our world. But Joel seems to 

his 

final consummation of history, Ask you 

me to respond? 


PLANS FOR READING JOEL 
PLAN 1: An Overview of Joel in 1 Day 


iue—with his vision of the future. 
lay of the Loro”’ asthe time when 
see “the day of the Loro” partly revealed in the disasters of 
jay. As you read, try to see the similarities Joel draws between 


God will completely take 
the locust invasion and the 


rself: how do | respond to disaster? How would Joel want 


- 


C Day 1. Read the Introduction to Joel, and chapter 2, which describes the locust a 
plague and its effect on the people's relationship with God. m 


PLAN 2: All of Joel in 3 Days 
010203 


1 The word of the Lorp that came to Joel son of 
Pethuel 


An Invasion of Locusts 
?Hear this, you elders; 
listen, all who live in the land. 
Has anything like this ever happened in your 
days 
or in the days of your forefathers? 
3Tell it to your children, 
and let your children tell it to their children, 
and their children to the next generation. 
4What the locust swarm has left 
the great locusts have eaten; 
what the great locusts have left 
the young locusts have eaten; 
what the young locusts have left 
other locusts have eaten. 


5Wake up, you drunkards, and weep! 
Wail, all you drinkers of wine; 
wail because of the new wine, 
for it has been snatched from your lips. 
6A nation has invaded my land, 
powerful and without number; 
it has the teeth of a lion, 
the fangs of a lioness. 
7It has laid waste my vines 
and ruined my fig trees. 
It has stripped off their bark 
and thrown it away, 
leaving their branches white. 


8Mourn like a virgin? in sackcloth 
grieving for the husband¢ of her youth. 
9Grain offerings and drink offerings 
are cut off from the house of the Lorp. 


“4 The precise meaning of the four Hebrew words used here for locusts is uncertain, 


#10 Or ground mourns “15 Hebrew Shaddat 


The priests are in mourning, 
those who minister before the Lorp. 
l0The fields are ruined, yi 
the ground is dried up4; 
the grain is destroyed, 
the new wine is dried up, 
the oil fails. 
\1Despair, you farmers, 
wail, you vine growers; 
grieve for the wheat and the barley, 
because the harvest of the field is destroyed. 
12The vine is dried up 
and the fig tree is withered; 
the pomegranate, the palm and the apple 
tree— 


all the trees of the field—are dried up. 
Surely the joy of mankind 
is withered away. 


A Call to Repentance ‘ 
13Put on sackcloth, O priests, and mourn; 
wail, you who minister before the altar. 
Come, spend the night in sackcloth, 
you who minister before my God; d 
for the grain offerings and drink offerings 
are withheld from the house of your God. 
Declare a holy fast; 
call a sacred assembly. 
Summon the elders 


and all who live in the land 
to the house of the Lorp your God, 
and cry out to the Lorp. 
15Alas for that day! 
For the day of the Lorp is near; A 
it will come like destruction from the 
Almighty.« 
8 Or young woman. B Or hu 
any E 


wHas not the food been cut off 
before our very €yes— 


joy and gladness 
from the house of our God? 


ivThe seeds are shriveled 
beneath the clods.4 
The storehouses are in ruins, 
the granaries have been broken down, 
for the grain has dried up. 
'SHow the cattle moan! 
The herds mill about 
because they have no pasture; 
even the flocks of sheep are suffering, 
To you, O Lorp, I call, 
for fire has devoured the open pastures 
and flames have burned up all the trees of 
the field. 
Even the wild animals pant for you; 
the streams of water have dried up 
and fire has devoured the open pastures. 


An Army of Locusts 


2 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
sound the alarm on my holy hill. 
Let all who live in the land tremble, 
for the day of the Loxp is coming. 
It is close at hand— 
2 a day of darkness and gloom, 
a day of clouds and blackness. 
Like dawn spreading across the mountains 
a large and mighty army comes, 
such as never was of old 
nor ever will be in ages to come. 


3Before them fire devours, 
behind them a flame blazes. 

Before them the land is like the garden of 

Eden, 

behind them, a desert waste— 
nothing escapes them. 

4They have the appearance of horses; 
they gallop along like cavalry. 

5With a noise like that of chariots 
they leap over the mountaintops, 

like a crackling fire consuming stubble, 
like a mighty army drawn up for battle. 


*At the sight of them, nations are in anguish; 
every face turns pale. 

7They charge like warriors; 
they scale walls like soldiers. 

They all march in line, 

not swerving from their course. 

8They do not jostle each other; 
each marches straight ahead. 

They plunge through defenses 
without breaking ranks. 

°They rush upon the city; 
they run along the wall. 

They climb into the houses; 
like thieves they enter through the windows. And its stench 


Before them the earth shakes, its smell will n 
the sky trembles, ot Surely he has 
the sun and moon are darkened, F< 2 Be not ‘ 


“1° The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain. P18.19 Or Lone wes jenlons | 
20 That is, the Dead Sea 420 That is, the Mediterranean "20 Or mse. | Surety 2 


JOEL 2:22 


be glad and rejoice. 
Surely the Lop has done great things. 
22 Be not afraid, O wild animals, 
for the open pastures are becoming green. 
The trees are bearing their fruit; 
the fig tree and the vine yield their riches. 
23Be glad, O people of Zion, 
rejoice in the Lorp your God, 
for he has given you 
the autumn rains in righteousness.¢ 
He sends you abundant showers, 
both autumn and spring rains, as before. 
*The threshing floors will be filled with grain; 
the vats will overflow with new wine and 
oil 


5" will repay you for the years the locusts have 
eaten— 
the great locust and the young locust, 
the other locusts and the locust swarm'— 
my great army that I sent among you. 
2°You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, 
and you will praise the name of the Lorp 
your God, 
who has worked wonders for you; 
never again will my people be shamed. 
* 2Then you will know that I am in Israel, 
that I am the Lorp your God, 
and that there is no other; 
never again will my people be shamed. 


The Day of the Lorp 


28’’And afterward, 
I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
your old men will dream dreams, 
your young men will see visions. 
29Even on my servants, both men and women, 
I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 
I will show wonders in the heavens 
and on the earth, 
blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
31The sun will be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood 
before the coming of the great and dreadful 
day of the Logp, 
32And everyone who cails 
on the name of the Lorp will be saved; 
for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
there will be deliverance, 
as the Lorp has said, 
among the survivors 
whom the Lorp calls. 


Cr 
2:29 The Spirit Poured Out 

This prophecy was quoted by Peter on the day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2:17-21). He said it had been 
fulfilled when the Holy Spirit came on Jesus’ 
disciples. Paul also quoted verse 32 in Romans 
10:12-13, making the point that God would 
respond to Jews and non-Jews without distinction. 
eT 


#23 Or / the teacher for righteousness. 
‘2 Jehoshaphat means the LorD judges; also in verse 12. 


25 The precise meaning of the four Hebrew words used here for locusts is uncertain, — 
ja 


The Nations Judged 


3 “In those days and at that time, 
when I restore the fortunes of Judah and 
Jerusalem, . 
21 will gather all nations 
and bring them down to the Valley of 
Jehoshaphat.< 
There I will enter into judgment against them 
concerning my inheritance, my people Israel, 
for they scattered my people among the 
nations 
and divided up my land. 
3They cast lots for my people 
and traded boys for prostitutes; 


they sold girls for wine 
that they might drink. 


+Now what have you against me, O Tyre and 
Sidon and all you regions of Philistia? Are you 
repaying me for something I have done? If you are 
paying me back, I will swiftly and speedily return 
on your own heaas what you have done. 4For you 
took my silver and my gold and carried off ae 


finest treasures to your temples. 6You sold 
people of Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks, that 
you might send them far from their homeland. 

7”See, lam going to rouse them out of the places 
to which you sold them, and I will return on your 
own heads what you have done. &I will sell your 
sons and daughters to the people of Judah, and 
they will sell them to the Sabeans, a nation far 
away.” The Lorp has spoken. 


9Proclaim this among the nations: 
Prepare for war! 
Rouse the warriors! 
Let all the fighting men draw near and 
attack. 
10Beat your plowshares into swords 
and your pruning hooks into spears. 
Let the weakling say, 
“Tam strong!” 
Come quickly, all you nations from every side, 
and assemble there. 
Bring down your warriors, O Lor! 


12Let the nations be roused; 
let them advance into the Valley of 
Jehoshaphat, 
for there I will sit 
to judge all the nations on every side. 
13Swing the sickle, 
for the harvest is ripe. 
Come, trample the grapes, 
for the winepress is full 
and the vats overflow— 
sO great is their wickedness!” 


14Multitudes, multitudes 
in the valley of decision! 
For the day of the Lorp is near ise 
in the valley of decision. “4 
\sThe sun and moon will be darkened, ines 
and the stars no longer shine. 4 
\The Lorp will roar from Zion. 


is ern 


+ 


* 
the earth and the sky will tremble. me 
But the Lorp will be a refuge for his people, 
a stronghold for the people of Israel, bade 
Blessings for God’s People y “iy ie 
1’"Then you will know that, the Logp your 


and thunder from Jerusalem; 


God, 
u dwell in Zion, my holy hill. 
Jerusalem will be holy; 
never again will foreigners invade her. 


18"In that day the mountains will drip new wine, 
and the hills will flow with pari o cod 
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AMOS 


Justice! 
A simple farmer takes on a materialistic nation 


Let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!” 5:24 
usiness had never been better. For the first time in generations, Israel faced no military threat. 
Since they controlled the crucial trade routes, merchants piled up big profits. Luxuries became 


readily available—new stone houses, ivory-inlaid furniture, good food and fine wine, the best 
- 


body oils. 
Amid such peace and prosperity, one lone voice scraped like fingernails on a blackboard. Amos 


spoke bluntly with a farmer's vocabulary, calling the city socialites “cows” (4:1). A mere 
shepherd—among the poorest of all professions—he treated luxury with scorn. Worst of all, Amos 
was a foreigner from the South—from Tekoa, a small town in Judah. Since Israel had split from 


the South about 170 years before, Israelite leaders did not take kindly to criticism froma 


Southerner. 
But to Amos, social acceptance didn’t matter. He was no professional prophet, making his livin; 
talking smoothly about God (7:14). God had called him to leave his job and carry a message. Gor 


had said go, and Amos had obeyed. 


God's View of “Religion” 
The people Amos addressed had plenty of “religion.” They went regularly to shrines for 


worship. They looked forward to ‘the day of the Loro,’” when God would fulfill all their 
expectations for their country. But Amos brought unexpected bad news from God: “I hate, | 
despise your religious feasts ... “” (5:21). God didn’t want sacrifice or singing. He demanded 


justice. 

Amos listed all Israel’s neighbors, announcing God's judgment for their crimes against 
humanity. Israelites liked this kind of talk; they felt superior to all these nations, But having 
caught the Israelites’ attention, Amos circled dramatically home. God would judge Israel too, The 
people, their beautiful homes, their sacred altars—all would be destroyed. 


The Character of God 
More than any other book in the Bible, Amos concentrates on injustice. Israel had plenty of 


other faults he might have blasted. Their religious system, for instance, centered on two calf-idols. 
fittle breath on that. He focused on the facts that met his eyes and ears in every 


But Amos wasted 
marketplace: oppression of the poor, dishonest business, bribery in court, privilege bought with 


money. 
The wealthy Israelites were getting their luxuries at the expense of the poor. They congratulated 
with no sense that they had cut the heart out of their 


themselves on their devotion to Go 
relationship to him. They wanted God to fit conveniently into life as an additive. God showed 


himself through Amos as lordly, absolute, inescapable. He must be master over all of life, 
including business affairs. 


How to Read Amos 


Perhaps because he was a farmer, Amos used a plain writing shibs filled with strong country 
language. The organization of his book is clear too: chapters 1-2 line up the Middle Eastern 
nations for trial, chapters 3-6 give a series of messages from God (usually beginning with “Hear 
this word”), and the last three chapters convey God’s judgment through five graphic visions. 

Throughout, Amos sticks close to his main concern: cruelty and inhumanity between [ 
The injustices Amos condemns often sound familiar today. As you read, ask yourself, * 


would Amos say about me and about my people?” 


#1 Hebrew Joash, a variant of Jehoash 42 Or shepherds 
“8 Or inhabitants 111 Or sword and destroyed his allies #15 Or 


It is a good idea to read Amos and Hosea to 

situation. A visitor from the South, Amos was sh o 

marketplace, Hosea em) hasized the ingarainensions 
‘Amos predicted that Israel would be punit rp 

Jeroboam, the government deteriorated. Five ki Kin $ 

assassinated. In 30 years Israel was permanent 

background, read 2 Kings 14:23-17:41, peep 

interspersed. For a briefer account, read the summaries o 


page 438 


PLANS FOR READING AMOS 
PLAN 1: An Overview of Amos in 1 Day («Oe 
C) Day 1. Read the Inti lction mannan cl 

majestic nae against his people, 


PLAN 2: All 8 Amos in 
Mozd so sp6a 7c) ¥ 


The words of Amos, one of the shepherds of 
Tekoa—what he saw concerning Israel two 
years before the earthquake, when Uzziah was 
king of Judah and Jeroboam son of Jehoasht was 
king of Israel. m 
2He said: 


“The Lorp roars from Zion t ae 
and thunders from Jerusalem; 

the pastures of the shepherds dry up,» 
and the top of Carmel withers.” 


Judgment on Israel's Neighbors 
3This is what the Lorp says: iy (ae 


“For three sinsof Damascus, 
even for four, I will not turn back my wrath,. 
Because she threshed Gilead 
with sledges having iron teeth, 
4] will send fire upon the house of Hazael 
that will consume the fortresses of Ben- 
Hadad. a 
5 will break down the gate of Damascus; 
I will destroy the king who is in¢ the Valley 


of Avend 
and the one who holds the scepter in Beth 
Eden. z 
The people of Aram will go into exile to | Kir,” : 
says the Lorp. 
6This is what the Lorp says: 
“For three sins of Gaza, 


even for four, [ will not turn back my y wrath, 
Because she took captive whole communities 
and sold them to Edom, 
71 will send fire upon the walls of Gaza 
that will consume her fortresses. 
81 will destroy the king‘ of Ashdod 


h 


AMOS 2:1 


he and his officials together,“ ,, 
says the Lozp. 


2 This is what the Lown says: 
“For three sins of Moab, 
even for four, | will not turn back sy wrath, 
Because he burned, ao if to lime, i 
the bones of Edorn’s king, 
21 will send fire upon Moab 
that will consume the fortresses of Kerioth.* 
Moab will go down in great turmult 
amid war cries and the blast of the trumpet. 
3f will destroy her ruler 
and kill all her officials with him,” 
says the Loxp. 
‘This is what the Lop says: 
ree sins of Judah, 
for four, I will not turn back my wrath. 
use they have rejected the law of the Lozp 
id have not kept his decrees, 
because they have been led astray by false 
gods,* 
the gods their ancestors followed, 
q send fire upon Judah 
t will consume the fortresses of 
Jerusalem.” 


Judgment on Israel 
*This is what the Lorp says: 


n for four, I will not turn back my wrath. 
sell the righteous for silver, 

the needy for a pair of sandals. 

trample on the heads of the poor 


id so profane my holy name. 
lie down beside every altar 
garments taken in pledge. 
i house of their god 
y drink wine taken as fines. 
*T destroyed the Amorite before them, 
though he was tall as the cedars 
and strong as the oaks. 
I destroyed his fruit above 
and his roots below. 
* brought you up out of Egypt, 
and I led you forty years in the desert 
to give you the land of the Amorites. 


2:8 Ruthless Bill Collectors 


Bankers making loans usually want collateral to 
back up the promise to repay. In Amos’s day poor 
people resorted to jing the very clothes on 


clothes 25 bedding when to their 
2 ree they went shrines 


42 Or of her coties “4 Or by ties “4 Or tes 


ad) 


An eneny willavenin fhe tani 

Te Will pull dinner yet vey hiertila 
Avvel AHAKucte yavtd Feve EF eae 

VOT ite ec avtiat Hie Lee mite 


J atepiheelt anwie Gene Ee Tone Hint 
vate dvco fee BOTT: GF PTBEEE AE ATL BA 
wilt ie tetaeliton le gaved 
Hioee Tete TA Snare 
on He edge ab thely bedi 
n vit 1h Daiieed ae Chee eau 


A 


Vo pear Chie ane beetity: aaiiet (ie Hauge af 
(he Louk the tome God Al 


awa checkin 


way 
Won the day Eyruriiely Teeaed tie fer alia, 
(ill destroy the altary af Hethel) 
the hore ab the altar will be cut ort 
ane fall te the round 
(Twill tear down the wititer house 
along: with the aurimer houie, 
the hones adorned with lwary wil be 
destroyed 
and the mansions will be demotighed,” 
declares the Lonp 


Iaracl Has Not Returned to God 
Hear thin word, you eows of Bashan on 
you women Who oppres# the poor and crush 
the needy 
and say to your husbands, “Bring us some 
drinks!’ 
The Sovereign Lory has sworn by his holiness: 
The time will surely come 
when you will be taken away with hooks, 
the last of you with fishhooks 
‘You will each go straight out 
through breaks in the wall, 
and yourwill be cast out toward Harmon,” 
declares the Lorp, 
4Go to Bethel and sin; 
go to Gilgal and sin yet more: 
Bring your sacrifices every morning, 
your tithes every three years.< 
SBurn leavened bread as a thank offering 
and brag about your freewill offerings— 
boast about them, you Israelites, 
for this is what you love to do,” 
declares the Sovereign Lorn, 


OO 
4:1 Sinful Luxury 


With searing scornfulness, Amos paints a picture of 
women living in sheer luxury. These “cows” 
thought only of their pleasure, not of the oppressed 
poor who made it possible. Amos paints their 
punishment just as vividly. The brutal Assyrian 
armies, who later captured Israel and took its 
people into exile, left monuments portraying their 
captives being dragged off with hooks in their 
mouths 


———_——————_——— 


#12 The meaning of the Hebrew for this line is uncertain, 
Septuagint) out, O mountain of oppression 


4 Or tithes on the thind day 


01 paver Your eipy ALorMeHWll In every ety 
ave trek af bread in every town, ATi e 
yet you have not jotiened te mnie “a 


doclareg thw Lom, 


«i 


halon withheld fate fren Mit Pe 
when He Karvent vene ofl Three mantis 
away it 
Tent raion ene lawn, 
Wut withheld it from anathier, 
One feld had rain, 
another had sane and deed up: 
AT oople elaggeted from town to town for water 
bat did not get enough to dank, 
vol you have not returned fo me,” 
declares the Lom, 


ov Many times Tetruck your gardens and 


vineyards, 
Totruck them with blight and mildew. 
Locupte devoured your fig and olive teem, 
yet you have not returned to me,” 4 
declares the Loun, 


10] nent plagues among you ” ” ’ 
as | did to Egypt. Ls 
| killed your young men with the sword, 
along with your captured horses. 
[filled your nostrils with the stench of your — 
camps, 4 
yet you have not returned to me,” 
declares 


” 


111 overthrew some of you 
as Ie overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, 
You were like a burning stick snatched from 
the fire, 
yet you have not returned tome,“ 
declares the Lorp. 


12"Therefore this is what I will do to you, Israel, 


and because I will do this to you, < 
prepare to meet your God, O Israel.” 


13He who forms the mountains, 
creates the wind, 
and reveals his thoughts to man, 
he who turns dawn to darkness, ‘ 
and treads the high places of the earth— 
the Loro God Almighty is his name. — 


A Lament and Call to Repentance 


Hear this word, O house of Israel, this lament 
take up concerning you: 


w 
2’Fallen is Virgin Israel, at 
never to rise again, 
deserted in her own land, 
with no one to lift her up.” 
3This is what the Sovereign Lorp says: 


“The city that marches out a thousand strong 


for Israel 
will have only a hundred left; 
the town that marches out a hundred strong 
will have only ten left.”’ : 


+3 Masoretic Text; with a different word division of the Hebrew (see 


46 Hebrew you cleanness of treth “11 Hebrew Gai 


- ee ET ee ee 


AMOS 5:4 776. 
4This is what the Lorp says to the house of The Day of the Lorp 
Terael 18Woe to you who long 
“ for the day of the Lorp! . 
| 5 paproe te Bethel Why do you long for the day of the Lob? 
do not go to Gilgal, That day will be darkness, not light. 
} do not journey to Beersheba. 19It peti ae a man fled from a lion 
/ ; ill surely le, onl a 
For Gilgal will surely go into exile et ee ee 


I be te thing.” 
Se eee reduced (0 ROSA and rested his hand on the wall. 


Seek the L id live, + * 
eck the CORD ae only to have a snake bite him. 


or he Moe Enel the house of 2.will not the day of the Lor be darkness, not 
it will devour, i 5-9, Nene, : 
and Bethel will have no one to quench it. pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness? 
21” hate, I despise your religious feasts; 
7You who turn justice into bitterness I cannot stand your assemblies. 
and cast righteousness to the ground 2Even though you bring me burnt offenngs and 
8(he who made the Pleiades and Orion, grain offerings, 
who turns blackness into dawn I will not accept them. 
and darkens day into night, Though you bring choice fellowship 
who calls for the waters of the sea offerings,’ ss 
and pours them out over the face of the 1 will have no regard for them. 
land— 2Away with the noise of your songs! 
the Lorp is his name— I will not listen to the music of your harps. 
%he flashes destruction on the stronghold 24But let justice roll on like a river, 
and brings the fortified city to ruin), righteousness like a never-failing stream! 
10you hate the one who reproves in court aad I, & A 
and despise him who tells the truth. "Did you bring me sacrifices and offerings i 
forty years in the desert, O house of Israel? 
‘You trample on the poor 26You have lifted up the shrine of your king, 
and force him to give you grain the pedestal of your idols, 
Therefore, though you have built stone the star of your god-—— - 
mansions, which you made for yourselves. ‘ 
you will not live in them; YTherefore I will send you into exile beyond 
though you have planted lush vineyards, Damascus,” ) 
you will not drink their wine. says the Lorp, whose name is God 
12For | know how many are your offenses Almighty. 
and how great your sins. Woe to the Complacent P 


You oppress the righteous and take bribes 


and you deprive the poor of justice in the Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, 


and to you who feel secure on Mount 


courts. ‘ 
13Therefore the prudent man keeps quiet in such sa WSs eae He incre nation 
times. 
ie £ 7 to whom the people of Israel come! 
foritive times etteyl 2Go to Calneh and look at it; 
14Seek good, not evil, go from there to great Hamath, 
that you may live. and then go down to Gath in Philistia. 
Then the Lorp God Almighty will be with you, Are they better off than your two kingdoms? 
just as you say he is. Is their land larger than yours? 
15Hate evil, love good; 3You put off the evil day 
maintain justice in the courts. and bring near a reign of terror. 
Perhaps the Lorp God Almighty will have 4You lie on beds inlaid with ivory 
mercy 
on the remnant of Joseph. 
\sTherefore this is what the Lord, the Lozp God 5:20 The of the Lord ‘ 
Almight in Amos’s day joda reli ; 
mighty, says: in 's day as today, some religious people 
“There will be wailing in all the streets peed eo to “the dan of ie nee 
and cries of anguish in every public square. his people. Israelites, sapeaeid That “God is pi. 
The farmers will be summoned to weep side,” thought it would be eta avi pret sc 
and the mourners to wail. But ee contradicted their Eepectaionl Ina few 
‘7There will be wailing in all the vineyards, words he depicted “the day of the Loro” asa 
for I will pass through your midst, nightmare. tte 
says the Lorp. Bla 


*5 Or gnef; or wickedness; Hebrew aven, a reference to Beth Aven (a derogatory name for Bethel) 922 Tr peace offerings — 

{26 Or lifted up Sakkuth your king | and Kaiwan your idols, / your star-gods; Septuagint lifted up the shrine of Molech of your, 

Rephan, / their idols ba a on foam # tent eat cata 
ae Ne 


t 


eS eee . a 


777 


and lounge on your couches. 
You dine on choice lambs 
and fattened calves 
SYou strum away on your harps like David 
and improvise on musical instruments. 
6You dnnk wine by the bowlful 
use the finest lotions, 
st you do not grieve over the ruin of 
Joseph 
"Therefore you will be among the first to go into 
exile; 
your feasting and lounging will end. 


The Lorp Abhors the Pride of Israel 


«The Sovereign Lorp has sworn by himself—the 
Loxp God Almighty declares: 


| abhor the pride of Jacob 
and detest his fortresses; 
1 will deliver up the city 
and everything in it.” 


°If ten men are left in one house, they too will 
die. !9And if a relative who is to burn the bodies 

mes to carry them out of the house and asks 
ne still hiding there, “Is anyone with you?” 
a says, “No,” then he will say, “Hush! We 
must not mention the name of the Lorp.” 


For the Lorp has given the command, 
and he will smash the great house into 
pieces 
and the small house into bits. 


2Do horses run on the rocky crags? 
Does one plow there with oxen? 
But you have turned justice into poison 
and the fruit of righteousness into 
bitterness— 
vou who rejoice in the conquest of Lo Debar# 
and say, “Did we not take Karnaim? by our 
own strength?” 
4For the Lorp God Almighty declares, 
‘| will stir up a nation against you, O house 
of Israel, 
that will oppress you all the way 
from Lebo Hamath to the valley of the 
Arabah.” 


Locusts, Fire and a Plumb Line 


This is what the Sovereign Lorp showed me: 
He was preparing swarms of locusts after the 
king’s share had been harvested and just as the 
second crop was coming up. ?When they had 
stripped the land clean, I cried out, “Sovereign 
Lorp, forgive! How can Jacob survive? He is so 
small!’ 
30 the Lorp relented. 
“This will not happen,” the Lorp said. 
4This is what the Sovereign Lorp showed me: 
The Sovereign Lorp was calling for judgment by 
fire; it dried up the great deep and devoured the 
land. ®Then I cried out, “Sovereign Lorp, I beg 
you, stop! How can Jacob survive? He is so small!” 
So the Lorp relented. 


AMOS 7:17 


“This will not happen either,” the Sovereign 
Lorp said. _ Ne 
7This is what he showed me; The Lord was” 
standing by a wall that had been built true to~ 
plumb, with a plumb line in his hand. *And the 
Lorp asked me, “What do you see, Amos?” 
“A plumb line,” I replied. 
Then the Lord said, “Look, I am setting a plumb 
line among my people Israel; I will spare them no 
longer. 
%”’The high places of Isaac will be destroyed 
and the sanctuaries of Israel will be ruined; — 
with my sword I will rise against the house 
of Jeroboam.” 


Amos and Amaziah 

10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent a mes- 
sage to Jeroboam king of Israel: “Amos is raising 2 
conspiracy against you in the very heart of Israel. 
The land cannot bear all his words. !!For this is 
what Amos is saying: 


“ Jeroboam will die by the sword, 
and Israel will surely go into exile, 
away from their native land.’ ” 


12Then Amaziah said to Amos, “Get out, you 
seer! Go back to the land of Judah. Earn your bread. 
there and do your prophesying there. !3Don’t 
prophesy anymore at Bethel, because this is the 
king’s sanctuary and the temple of the kingdom.” 

14Amos answered Amaziah, “I was neither a 
prophet nora prophet's son, but I was a shepherd, 
and Lalso took care of sycamore-fig trees. }5But the 
Lorp took me from tending the flock and said to 
me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ Now 
then, hear the word of the Lorp. You say, 


“ ‘Do not prophesy against Israel, 
and stop preaching against the house of 
Isaac.’ 


17Therefore this is what the Lorp says: 


“Your wife will become a prostitute in the 
city, 
and your sons and daughters will fall by the 
sword. 
Your land will be measured and divided up, 
and you yourself will die in a pagan¢ 
country. 
And Israel will certainly go into exile, 
away from their native land.’ 


7:3 A Plumb Line : 

A plumb line is a weight on the end of a string; 
builders use it to make certain that their walls 
stand straight. A wall may look right, but if it» 
doesn’t match a plumb line, it is not straii 
Similarly God will use a plumb line to 
whether Israel is “straight” by his 


#13 Lo Debar means nothing 613 Karnaim means horns; horn here symbolizes strength, 14 Or from the entrance to 


417 Hebrew an unclean 


AMOS 8:1 778 


A Basket of Ripe Fruit 


8 This is what the Sovereign Lorp showed me: a 
basket of ripe fruit. 2“What do you see, 
Amos?" he asked. 
A basket of ripe fruit.” | answered 

Then the Lorp said to me, “The time is ripe for 
el; will spare them no longer. 
at day,’ declares the Sovereign Lorp, 
in the temple will turn to wailing. 
any bodies—flung everywhere! Silence!” 


‘Hear this, you who trample the needy 
and do away with the poor of the land, 


When will the New Moon be over 
that we may sell grain, 
and the Sabbath be ended 
that we may market wheat?”— 
skimping the measure, 
boosting the price 
and cheating with dishonest scales, 
®buying the poor with silver 
and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
selling even the sweepings with the wheat. 


“The Lorp has sworn by the Pride of Jacob: “I 
will never forget anything they have done. 


Will not the land tremble for this, 
and all who live in it mourn? 

The whole land will rise like the Nile; 
it will be stirred up and then sink 
like the river of Egypt 


*In that day,” declares the Sovereign Lorp, 


I will make the sun go down at noon 
and darken the earth in broad daylight. 
10] will turn your religious feasts into mourning 
and all your singing into weeping. 
I will make all of you wear sackcloth - 
and shave your heads. 
I will make that time like mourning for an only 
son 
and the end of it like a bitter day. 


1lThe days are coming,” declares the Sovereign 
Lorp, 
“when I will send a famine through the 
land— 
not a famine of food or a thirst for water, 
but a famine of hearing the words of the 
Lorp. 
12Men will stagger from sea to sea 
and wander from north to east, 
searching for the word of the Lorp, 
but they will not find it. 


13In that day 


“the lovely young women and strong young 
men 
will faint because of thirst. : 
14They who swear by the shame? of Samaria, ’ 
or say, ‘As surely as your god lives, O Dan, 


3 p singers will wail +14 Or by Ashima; or by the idol 
3 Or “the temple singers will wail it ee a é 


of the Hebrew for this phrase is uncertain 
the upper Nile region n7 That is, Crete 


or, ‘As surely as the gode of 
lives’ — 
they will fall, 
never to rise again.” 


Israel to Be Destroyed 
9 I saw the Lord standing by the altar, and he 
said: La 


“Strike the tops of the pillars ” 
so that the thresholds shake. f 
Bring them down on the heads of all the 
people; r& 
those who are left | will kill with the sword. 
Not one will get away, 
none will escape. 2 
Though they dig down to the depths of the 3 
grave,! a 
from there my hand will take them. 
Though they climb up to the heavens, ae 
from there I will bring them down. 
Though they hide themselves on the top of 
Carmel, . 
there I will hunt them down and seize them. ve 
Though they hide from me at the bottom of the : 
sea, . ? 
there | will command the serpent to bite 
them. : 
4Though they are driven into exile by their t 
enemies, co 
there | will command the sword to slay 
them. 
I will fix my eyes upon them 
for evil and not for good.” . 
5The Lord, the Lorp Almighty, LS 
he who touches the earth and it melts, 
and all who live in it mourn— 7 
the whole land rises like the Nile, 
then sinks like the river of Egypt— 
6he who builds his lofty palacet in the heavens 
and sets its foundations on the earth, i 
who calls for the waters of the sea 
and pours them out over the face of the 
land— 4 
the Lorp is his name. 


7 Are not you Israelites 


the same to me as the Cushitess?” ‘ 
declares the Lorp. 
“Did I not bring Israel up from Egypt, 
the Philistines from Caphtor' a 
and the Arameans from Kir? Aerio 


9:4 An Inescapable God 
The beaut ee is 
God's inesc: presence as a comfort. in 
similar poetry, Amos gives the opposite side of that 
truth. whom God opposes canfindno 
refuge. They may hide on top of Mount Carmel, or 
even at the very bottom of the sea, but Gods eye 
will follow them. * Cem ae 


14 Or power 


ay 
- y 
4 ‘ 
osu ] (the Sovereign Lomp 
tntate on ington 
Twill deatroy Ht 
roi the face of Ne eatthies 
vet L will not totally destroy 


ouse of Pacey’ 
a declares the | 
© Yor Fwill give the command, 
ona Lwill shake the house of Israel 
eiony all the nations 
ws grainy is shaken ina sieve, 
and nota pebble will reach the ground, 
WAT the sinners among my people : 
will die by the aword, dew 
all those who say, 
‘Disaster Will not overtake or meet us.” 


Israel's Restoration 


tn that day [will restore 
David's fallen tent. 
| will repair its broken places, 
restore its ruins, 


| INTRODUCTION | é 
Poetic Justice 
Obadiah gave the final word on a blood feud 


“As you have done, it will be done to you.” 15 
he feud began with twin brothers, Jacob and Esau. Esau, the older by minutes, would have 


inherited family leadership, b 


repeatedly but inconclusively. The E 
cliff: the only access was by a deep ravine. From that well-protected enclave, the Edomites raided 
Israel 

“Do not abhor an Edomite, for he is your brother’ 


lomites as cruel and heartless. nepesteely nes i 
jon dismember 


Bible, records the Israelite bitterness over this. As Es for the 
i i profit they could get from plunder than for 


Fair Return for Cruelty 
Obadiah predicts poetic justice for proud Edom: their treachery toward Judah (verses 11-12) 
repaid with treachery from their own allies (7), their robbery (13) repaid with robbery (5-6), their 

violence (10) with violence (9), their love of destruction (12-14) repaid with utter destruction 
(10,18). Obadiah predicts that downtrodden Israel will rise again, while Edom will disappear from 


the face of the earth. 


70 4.d. Ironically, the nation that had tormented Jews 
? It demonstrates God’s nee protection 
s standards extend beyond his chosen 


of his people from their enemies. It also shows that God’ 
standard: “As you have done, it will 


eople. Every nation will be judged, like Edom, by their own 
be done to you” (15). 


How to Read Obadiab 
badiah can easily be read and understood in one 


The shortest book in the Old Testament, O! 
me seeing the importance of this ongoing border 


sitting, Many readers, however, have a hard ti 
feud between blood relatives. 

A Bible dictionary can summarize the centuries of violence. Look under “Edom.” Perh, S, 
though, you can only fully appreciate Israel’s feelings by reflecting on your own when a close 
relative treats you cruelly. A family betrayal is uniquely offensive to God and humanity. Obadiah 
reminds us that justice will be done. 
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OBADIAH 21 


Al of Obadiah ih t Day 
Read the Introduction to Obadiah, and all of Obadiah. 


I 


© veston of Obadiah 


s what the Sovereign Lorp says about 


ve heard a message from the Lorby 
envoy Was sent to the nations to say, 
Rise, and let us go against her for battle’ 


twill make you small among the nations; 
will be utterly despised 

de of your heart has deceived you, 
who live in the clefts of the focks# 

di make your home on the heights, 


you who say to yourselt 
Wh bring me down to the ground?” 
hough vou soar like the eagle 
d make your nest among the stars, 


from there [ will bring you down, 
declares the Lorp. 


ves came to you, 
obbers in the night— 
Oh, what a disaster awaits you— 
would they not steal only as much as they 
wanted? 
If grape pickers came to you, 
would they not leave a few grapes? 
But how Esau will be ransacked, 
his hidden treasures pillaged! 
7All your‘allies will force you to the border; 
your friends will deceive and overpower 


you; 
those who eat your bread will set a trap for 
you,’ 
but you will not detect it. 


8“In that day,” declares the Lorp, 
“will | not destroy the wise men of Edom, 
men of understanding in the mountains of 
Esau? 
°Your warriors, O Teman, will be terrified, 
and everyone in Esau’s mountains 
will be cut down in the slaughter. 
10Because of the violence against your brother 
Jacob, 
you will be covered with shame; 
you will be destroyed forever. 
On the day you stood aloof 
while strangers carried off his wealth 
and foreigners entered his gates 
and cast lots for Jerusalem, 
you were like one of them. 
#2You should not look down on your brother 


43 Or of Sela 


7 The meaning of the Hebrew for this clause is uncertain. 


in the day of his misfortune, , 


nor rejoice over the people of Judah ~ 


in the day of their destruction, 


nor boast so much 


in the day of their trouble, 


You should not march through the gates of my 


eople 
in the day of their disaster, d 
nor look down on them in their calamity 
in the day of their disaster, 
nor seize their wealth 
in the day of their disaster. 


\4You should not wait at the crossroads 


to cut down their fugitives, 
nor hand over their survivors 
in the day of their trouble. 


15’The day of the Loro is near 


for all nations. “ 
As you have done, it willbe done to you; 


your deeds will return upon your own head. 
i6Just as you drank on my holy hill, 
so all the nations will drink continually; 
they will drink and drink 
and be as if they had never been. 
17But on Mount Zion will be deliverance; 
it will be holy, 
and the house of Jacob 
will possess its inheritance. 
18The house of Jacob will be a fire 
and the house of Joseph a flame; 
the house of Esau will be stubble, 
and they will set it on fire and consume it. 
There will be no survivors 


from the house of Esau.” 
The Lorp has spoken. 


19People from the Negev will occupy 
the mountains of Esau, 
and people from the foothills will possess 
the land of the Philistines. 
They will occupy the fields of Ephraim and 
Samaria, 
and Benjamin will possess Gilead. 
20This company of Israelite exiles who are in 
Canaan z 
will possess the land, as far as Zarephath; 
the exiles from Jerusalem who are in Sepharad 
will possess the towns of the Negev. 
21Deliverers will go up one Mount Zion 
to govern the mountains of Esau. 
And the kingdom will be the Lorp‘s. 


21 Or from 


Good News for the Enemy? 
Jonah balked at loving the cruel Assyrians 


“Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people. . .. Should | not be concerned & 


about that great city?” 4:11 


Jes told his followers, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you" (Matthew 
h 


5:44). While everyone talks admiringly about that command, loving your enemies is no easy 
ing. Many people doubt whether it is even right. 

The book of Jonah tells the story of a man whom God instructed to love his enemies in 
Nineveh. True to life, the prophet Jonah did just the o| posite of what God commanded. He 
refused to go to the people he hated. Instead, he tried to run away from the Lord. 

Nineveh was a large, inporeny City in Assyria, situated on the river Tigris. It posed a grave 
military threat to tiny Israel. God sent Jonah there, and he responded without hesitation: in Joppa 
he caught a boat going in the opposite direction. Obviously, Jonah didn’t want to warn Nineveh’s 
citizens they were about to be destroyed. He suspected they would repent and God would forgive 


them. 
Why Jonah Didn't Want to Go 

We can’t be sure why Jonah hated Assyria, but another short Old Testament book, Nahum, 
gives a clue. This book, also completely dedicated to Nineveh, describes a ruthless, bloodthirsty 
people. The Assyrians themselves left monuments to their cruelty—long, boastful inscriptions 
describing their torture and slaughter of people who opposed them. 

Israelites had reasons to hate and fear Nineveh. But God loved Nineveh. He wanted to save the 
city, not destroy it. He knew Nineveh was ripe for change. When Jonah finally preached there, the 
igh cruel and hardened, Nineveh was ready to 


entire city believed his message and repented. Thou 
believe God. Israel had never responded to a prophet like these Assyrians did. 


An Attitude Like God’s 

Since God repeatedly warned the Jews not to intermarry with people of other religions, and 
even ordered them to drive other nations out of the promised land, some readers conclude that 
the Old Testament is racially narrow-minded. They say the New Testament gives the first indication 


that God cares for non-Jewish people. 
The book of Jonah contradicts that view. It shows, instead, that God wanted to use Jews like 


Jonah as agents of his concern. They would preach doom but always with the hope that the 


warning would lead to repentance. 
P s toward his enemies. Insistently, God led Jonah 


Jonah needed to develop an attitude like God’ 
to this understanding of his own mind and heart. The book of Jonah is a story of a miraculous 


change in Nineveh, but even more a story of miraculous change in Jonah. _ 


How to Read Jonab 


Like Esther and Ruth, Jonah is a delightful short narrative by a master writer. Its spiritual 
implications are powerful and obvious. You can easily read it at one sitting. 

As you read Jonah, notice the changes that the city of Nineveh goes through. Try also to trace 
the changes that occur in Jonah, and observe how God pushes him to make these changes, Then 
ask yourself: what did this book say to its original Jewish readers? What does it say to me? at 

You may also be interested in following Nineveh’s entire history. Though the Ninevites 
repented in Jonah’s time, they later returned to old patterns. Later prophets (Nahum and 
Zephaniah) predicted Nineveh’s downfall for “endless cruelty” (Nahum 3:19), and in 612 .c. that 
city was destroyed, never to be inhabited again. A Bible dictionary can summarize Nineveh’s long, 


JONAH 2:4, 


history as a world power; look under “Assyria.” To place Jonah in Israelite history, see “A Lineup 


of Rulers,” page 348 


Is Jonah a “fish story”? Interpreters differ over whether it should be read as a parable (not 
necessarily factual) or as historical fact. At least one reliable account exists of a man i 
4 sperm whale and later found, alive, in the whale’s stomach. Jonah’s historical basis cannot be 


dismissed simply because of the “great fish.” 


More to the point, Jesus compared himself to Jonah, and the 


je of his time to Nineveh” r. 


(Matthew 12:39-41; Luke 11:29-32).:He predicted that “the men of Nineveh will stand up at the 


judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and 
now one greater than Jonah is here.” It is hard to see how fictional characters could stand up at 


an event Jesus evidently believed would be historical. 


PLANS FOR READING JONAH 


PLAN 1: An Overview of Jonah in 1 Day 


(J Day 1. Read the Introduction to Jonah, and cha 


ers 3 and 4. These two short 


chapters tell the less familiar part of the story: how Jonah got to Nineveh and 


became more bitter than before. 


PLAN 2: All of Jonah in 2 Days 
0120 34 


Jonah Flees From the Lorp 


The word of the Lorp came to Jonah son of 

Amittai: 2’Go to the great city of Nineveh and 
preach against it, because its wickedness has come 
up before me.” 

3But Jonah ran away from the Lorp and headed 

for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he 

found a ship bound for that port. After paying the 
fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee 
from the Lorp 

4Then the Lorp sent a great wind on the sea, 
and such a violent storm arose that the ship threat- 
ened to break up. 5All the sailors were afraid and 
each cried out to his own god. And they threw the 
cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. 

But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay 
down and fell into a deep sleep. *The captain went 
to him and said, “How can you sleep? Get up and 
call on your god! Maybe he will take notice of us, 
and we will not perish.” 

7Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let 
us cast lots to find out who is responsible for this 
calamity.” They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah. 

8So they asked him, “Tell us, who is responsible 
for making all this trouble for us? What do you do? 
Where do you come from? What is your country? 
From what people are you?” 

‘He answered, “l am a Hebrew and | worship 
the Lorp, the God of heaven, who made the sea 
and the land.” 

10This terrified them and they asked, “What 
have you done?” (They knew he was running 
away from the Lorn, because he had already told 


them so.) 


*2 Hebrew Sheol 


The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So 
they asked him, “What should we do to you to 
make the sea calm down for us?’’ 

12”Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he 
replied, “‘and it will become calm. I know that itis 
my fault that this great storm has come upon you.” 

Instead, the men did their best to row back to 
land. But they could hot, for the sea grew even’ 
wilder than before. 14Then they cried to the Lorp, 
“O Lorp, please do not let us die for taking this” 
man’s life. Do not hold us accountable for killing 
an innocent man, for you, O Lorp, have done as 
you pleased.” '5Then they took Jonah and threw 
him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm. 16At 
this the men greatly feared the Lorp, and they 
offered aisecntie fo aan and made vows to 

im. 

17But the Lor provided a great fish to swallow 
Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish three days 
and three nights. nines 


Jonah’s Prayer 


From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lorp 
his God. 2He said: - 
“In my distress I called to the Lorp, 
and he answered me. « 
From the depths of the grave* I called for help, 
and you listened to my cry. 
3You hurled me into the deep, 
into the very heart of the seas, 
and the currents swirled about me; 
all your waves and breakers 
swept over me. 
41 said, ‘I have been banished 


JONAH 2:5 


from your sight; 
yet | will look again 

toward your holy temple.’ 
5The engulfing waters threatened me,« 

the deep surrounded me; 

seaweed was wrapped around my head 
STo the roots of the mountains I sank down; 

the earth beneath barred me in forever. 
But you brought my life up from the pit, 

O Lorp my God 


7“When my life was ebbing away, 
I remembered you, Loxp, 

and my prayer rose to you, 
to your holy temple 


8’Those who cling to worthless idols 
forfeit the grace that could be theirs 

°But |, with a song of thanksgiving, 
will sacrifice to you 

What I have vowed I will make good, 
Salvation comes from the Lorv,”’ 


And the Lorp commanded the fish, and it 
vomited Jonah onto dry land 


Jonah Goes to Nineveh 


Then the word of the Lorp came to Jonah a 
second time: 2Go to the great city of Nineveh 

and proclaim to it the message 1 give you.” 
Jonah obeyed the word of the Lorp and went to 
Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very important city 
—a visit required three days. 4On the first day, 
Jonah started into the city. He proclaimed: “Forty 
more days and Nineveh will be overturned.” 5The 
Ninevites believed God. They declared a fast, and 
all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on 

sackcloth 

°When the news reached the king of Nineveh, 
he rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, 
covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in 


3:3 How Big a City? 

Archaeologists who have dug up Nineveh report 
that at its peak its walls were 7% miles in 
circumference. Since it would not take three days 
to go around a city of that size, most probably the 
“three days” refers to the administrative district of 
which Nineveh was the capital. This comprised 
four cities with a circumference of about 60 miles. 
Another possibility: perhaps it took Jonah three 
days to go to every neighborhood, marketplace, 
and city gate with his message. 


er 


"5 Or waters were at my throat 


784 


the dust. 7Then he issued a 
veh: 


“By the decree of the king and his nobles: 


Do not let any man or beast, herd or flock, 
taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. 
'But let man and beast be covered with sack- 
cloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let 
them give up their evil ways and their vio- 
lence. Who knows? God may yet relent and 
with compassion turn from his fierce anger so 
that we will not perish.” 


10When God saw what they did and how they 
turned from their evil ways, he had compassion 
and did not bring upon them the destruction he 
had threatened, 


proclamation in Nine. 


Jonah’s Anger at the Lorp’s Compassion 


But Jonah was greatly displeased and became 

angry. 2He prayed to the Lorp, “© Lorp, is 
this not what I said when | was still at home? That’ 
is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. | knew 
that you are a gracious and compassionate God, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who 
relents from sending calamity. Now, © Lorp, 
take away my life, for it is better for me to die than 
to live.” 

‘But the Lorp replied, “Have you any right to be 
angry?” 

SJonah went out and sat down at a place east of 
the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its 
shade and waited to see what would happen to the 
city. 6Then the Lorp God provided a vine and 
made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his 
head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very 
happy about the vine. 7But at dawn the next day 
God provided a worm, which chewed the vine so 
that it withered. 83When the sun rose, God pro- 
vided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on 
Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to 
die, and said, “It would be better for me to die than 
to live.” 

°But God said to Jonah, “Do you have a right to 
be angry about the vine?” ‘ 

“I do,” he said. “I am angry enough to die.” 

10But the Lorn said, “You have been concerned 
about this vine, though you did not tend it or make 
it grow. It sprang up overnight and died over- 
night. '!But Nineveh has more than a hundred 
and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their 
right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. 
Should I not be concerned about that great city?” 


MICAH 


ON 


Light in a Dark Time 


Evil and violence were creeping south toward Jerusalem 


And what does the Loxo require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with 


your God. 6:8 
gawk at the tall buildings, the fancy clothes, 


Vilzes boys often are amazed at the big city. The’ 
and the showy symbols of power. Micah was a boy from Moresheth, a small village in the _ 
no-man’'s land southwest of Jerusalem. While his contemporary, Isaiah, moved in and out of the 
king's palace, Micah shows no sign of traveling in such circles. 

Yet this village boy kept his sense of perspective. The blood and violence of his deseclc not 
overwhelm him, nor was he intimidated by powerful and wealthy people. He spoke like a person 
who had seen the world through God’s eyes. V 

Micah lived in one of the darkest times in Israel's history, a time of brutal warfare. The country 
had long been split into North and South, Micah saw war break out between these sides, with 
120,000 deaths on the Southern side alone (2 Chronicles 28:6). Then Assyria, the brutal chief 
power of the day, smashed the Northern Kingdom after a three-year siege of its capital, Samaria. 

e Assyrian armies out of Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 32). But for how 


Only a miracle kept those sami 
long would the South remain free? 


The Sin of the South 
Micah had no doubt how to interpret these chaotic events. God had punished the Northern 


nation of Israel for sins summarized in 2 Kings 17:16-17; idolatry, Baal worship, child sacrifice, 
magic and sorcery. Now these same activities were creeping south into Judah—so much so that 
Micah referred in disgust to Jerusalem as a “high place,” the traditional setting for pagan idol 
worship (1:5). The same judgment the North had suffered would come to Judah if people 
continued to disobey God 
Other historical accounts give more details of the South’s sins. They describe how Kin 
’s temple, altering the temple construction “in deference to the king of 


up a foreign altar in God 
He gave his own children in human sacrifice and shut the Lord’s temple, 


Assyria” (2 Kings 16:18). 
substituting altars on every street corner (2 Chronicles 28:3,24-25). Along with this religious 


corruption came every other kind of sin: dishonesty (Micah 6:10-11), bribery (3:11), injustice (2:2), 


and distrust that destroyed families (7:5-6). 


Beyond the Darkness ‘ 
Yet Micah saw light ahead. He perceived a majestic God over all events, who unished his 
eople only to purify and restore them. Along with making some of the Bible’s frankest 


EOP 
predicti 


who wo: 
but events far in the future, when the nations “will beat their swords into plowshares” (4:3). 
Micah looked straight at the darkness of his time and at the darkness yet to come. But his 


perspective—God’s perspective—enabled him to see beyond darkness. “Do not gloat over me, 


Ahaz set 


ions of destruction, Micah gave some of the clearest predictions of the Messiah, the leader 
uld come to save Israel. Micah’s perspective encompassed not only the events of his time 


y 


enemy! Though | have fallen, | will rise. Though | sit in darkness, the Loro will be my light’ (7:8). 


How to Read Micah 


Micah had the big view of history, and thus he covered a lot of ground. His book, only seven 
chapters, is loaded with pronouncements on the events of several thousand years. Because so 
much is jammed into so short a space, reading Micah can be confusing. A fragment may deal with 


the Messiah, for instance, and without warning the next few verses shift to the battle against 


Assyria. 


To grasp Micah’s message, think of his book as a collection of short 


doesn’t necessarily lead into the next. Instead of reading 
each short section to see whether you understand what it 
Sometimes God speaks, sometimes Micah, sometimes the 


from | 
. Try to ul 
ious 


In general, Micah follows this outline: chapters 1-3 indict both Not and $ 
Kingdoms, with their leaders; chapters 4 and 5 turn to the wonderful future God | 
7 last two chapters give the trial, punishment, and hope of the Bullty ation 


PLANS FOR READING MICAH 
PLAN 1; An Overview of Micah in 1 Day 


It’s very helpful to understand Micah’s historical situation. Mi tt 
he worked under. You can read about these kings, and their Northern count 
15:27-20:21 and 2 Chronicles 27-32. For a brief summary, see “A Li of Rul 


1:1 na 


Bvoirous 


C Day 1. Read the Introduction to Micah, and chapter 6, which includ 


most succinct statements in the Old Testament of what God 


PLAN 2: All of Micah in 7 Days 
0102030405067 


1 The word of the Lorp that came to Micah of 
Moresheth during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz 
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah—the vision he saw 
concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. 
2Hear, O peoples, all of you, 
listen, O earth and all who are in it, 
that the Sovereign Lorp may witness against 
you, 
the Lord from his holy temple. 
Judgment Against Samaria and Jerusalem 
Look! The Lorp is coming from his dwelling 
place; 
he comes down and treads the high places of 
the earth. 
4The mountains melt beneath him 
and the valleys split apart, 
like wax before the fire, 
like water rushing down a slope. 
5AIl this is because of Jacob’s transgression, 
because of the sins of the house of Israel. 
What is Jacobs transgression? 
Is it not Samaria? 
What is Judah’s high place? 
Is it not Jerusalem? 


Therefore I will make Samaria a heap of 
rubble, 
a place for planting vineyards. 
I will pour her stones into the valley 
and lay bare her foundations. 
7All her idols will be broken to pieces; 
all her temple gifts will be burned with fire; 


I will destroy all her images. 
Since she gathered her gifts from the wages of 
Prostitutes, 
*9 OrHe —_*10 Gath sounds like the Hebrew for tell 10 


sounds like the Hebrew for weep. 
like the Hebrew for come out. 


410 Beth Ophrah means house of dust. 
#12 Maroth sounds like the Hebrew for bitter, 


wants 

aii 4 
4 

>S SEG hohe Reta 


ithas come to Judah. 
__ Ite has reached the very gate of 


TAAL eT 
weep notatall.c 
In Beth Ophrah¢ 
rollin the dust. 
MPass on in nakedness and : 
you who live in Shaphir. 
Those who live in Zaananf 


var 


of Ace will prove deceptive 

Ags of Israel. 

wa a CONIETEE against you 
aN 


The tower 


Nes as bald as the vulture, 
R go from you into exile 


for they wil 


Man's Plans and God's 


those who plan inkquity 
hose who plot evil on their beds! 
hey carry Ht out 
pow er to do it, 


his home, 
n of his inhentance 


© LORD Says: 


disaster against this people, 
you cannot save yourselves. 
walk proudly, 

e of calamity 

wi ridicule you: 

t you with this mournful song: 


you will have no one in the assembly 
he Lorp 
> land by lot 


to divid 
False Prophets 
*Do not prophesy,” their prophets say. 
Do not prophesy about these things; 
rate will not overtake us.” 
d it be said, O house of Jacob: 
Is the Spirit of the Lorp angry? 
Does he do such things? 


Do not my words do good 
to him whose ways are upright? 
SLately my people have nsen up 
like an enemy 
You strip off the nich robe 
from those who pass by without a care, 
like men returning from battle. 
You drive the women of my people 
from their pleasant homes. 


— el 


1:15 A Passion for Punning 

Puns confuse even the best translators. In 1:10-15 
Micah plays on the names of a series of Israelite 
towns—probably marking the path Assyrian 
invaders followed. The puns were not meant to be 
funny. They extracted grief from the place-names 
of the invasion. Footnotes explain Micah’s Hebrew 
puns, which are virtually untranslatable. 
LN 


414 Aczib means deception 


You take away any blessing 
trom thei ehikteen forever 
WOet Up, gO away! 
Bor this i QOL Your FeMting anni So 
because it is detited, ¥ 
itis ruined, beyond all remedy) 
{UE a tar and deceiver comes and says, ' 
‘Twill poor for you plenty of wine en 


he would be just the prophet for thiy peaple! 
Deliverance Promised 


{2/1 will surely gather all of you, © Jacob) 
Lwill ey, bring together the remnantor 


J vwill bring thom together like aheep Un a pen, 
Vike a flock in its pasture) 
the place will throng with people, 
18One who breaks open the way will go up 
before them) 
they will break through the gate and go. MN 
Their king will pass through before them, 
the Lorp at their head, ‘ 


Leaders and Prophets Rebuked 
Then I said, 


“Listen, you leaders of Jacob, 

you rulers of the house of Israel, 
Should you not know justice, " 
2 you who hate good and ‘ovecedil? 
who tear the skin from my people 

and the flesh from their bones; y 
3who eat my people's flesh, 

strip off their skin ™ 

and break their bones in pieces; 
who chop them up en e 

like flesh for the pot?” 


4Then they will cry out to the Lorb, 
but he will not answer them, 

At that time he will hide his face from them | 
because of the evil they have done. 


SThis is what the Lorp says: 


“As for the prophets Lb sevt 
who lead my people astray, Went: 
if one feeds them, 4 
they proclaim ‘peace’; 
if he does not, ~ 
they prepare to wage war against | him. 5 
‘Therefore night will come over you, a 
visions, 
and darkness, without divination, 
The sun will set for the prophets, 
and the day will go dark for them, 
7The seers will be ashamed 
and the diviners disgraced. 
They will all cover their faces 
because there is no answer from God.” 


But as for me, I am filled with power, 
with the Spirit of the Lorp, 
and with justice and might, 

to declare to Jacob his trenaeiece 
to Israel his sin. —— 


ne HAT 


°15 Mareshah sounds like the Hebrew for conqueror. 


MICAH 3:9 
°Hear this, you leaders of the house of Jacob, 
you rulers of the house of Israel, 
who despise justice 
and distort all that is right; 
10who build Zion with bloodshed, 
and Jerusalem with wickedness. 
"Her leaders judge for a bribe, 
her priests teach for a price, 
and her prophets tell fortunes for money. 
Yet they lean upon the Lorp and say, 
‘Is not the Lorp among us? 
No disaster wil! come upon us.” 
Therefore because of you, 
Zion will be plowed like a field, 
Jerusalem will become a heap of rubble, 
the temple hill a mound overgrown with 
thickets 


The Mountain of the Lorp 


4 In the last days 
the mountain of the Lorp’s temple will be 
established 
as chief among the mountains; 
it will be raised above the hills, 
and peoples will stream to it. 


2Many nations will come and say, 


‘Come, let us go.up to the mountain of the 
Lorp, 
to the house of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us his ways, 
so that we may walk in his paths.” 
The law will go out from Zion, 
the word of the Lorp from Jerusalem. 
3He will judge between many peoples 


and will settle disputes for strong nations far 


and wide 
They will beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks. 


Nation will not take up sword against nation, 


nor will they train for war anymore. 
4Every man will sit under his own vine 

and under his own fig tree, 
and no one will make them afraid, 

for the Lorp Almighty has spoken. 
5All the nations may walk 

in the name of their gods; 


3:12 A Prophecy That Saved 
Jeremiah’s Life 


One hundred years after this clear prophecy of its 


destruction, Jerusalem still stood. By that time 


Jeremiah was making similar predictions, which led 
to his arrest for treason. Some of the city leaders, 


however, quoted Micah’s “ancient” prophecy, 


pointing out that since Micah had not been put to 


death, neither should Jeremiah be (Jeremiah 
26:18-19). Their memory probably saved 
Jeremiah’s life. 

Within another 20 years, both Micah’s and 
Jeremiah’s predictions came true and Jerusalem 
was reduced to rubble. 


48 Or hill 1 Or Strengthen your walls, O walled city 


é Ais 


our God for ever and ever. 


The Loro’s Plan 
"In that day,” declares the Lorp, 


“1 will gather the lame; ae ali 
I will assemble the exiles M 
and those I have brought to grief. ee 

71 will make the lame a remnant, “e 
those driven away a strong nation. 

The Lorp will rule over them in Mount Zion — 
from that day and forever. 

8As for you, O watchtower of the flock, € 
O stronghold? of the Daughter of Zion, 

the former dominion will be restored to you; 
kingship will come to the Daughter of - 
Jerusalem.” 


Why do you now cry aloud— 
have you no king? 
Has your counselor perished, 
that pain seizes you like that of a woman in 
labor? ‘ 
10Writhe in agony, O Daughter of Zion, 
like a woman in labor, we 
for now you must leave the city 
to camp in the open field. vo | 
You will go to Babylon; 
there you will be rescued. 
There the Lorp will redeem you 
out of the hand of your enemies. 


1iBut now many nations 
are gathered against you. 
They say, “Let her be defiled, 
let our eyes gloat over Zion!” hy 
12But they do not know 
the thoughts of the Lorp; 74 se 
they do not understand his plan, 
he who gathers them like sheaves to the” 
threshing floor. 


13“Rise and thresh, O Daughter of Zion, 
for I will give you horns of iron; 
I will give you hoofs of bronze 


~ 


and you will break to pieces many nations.’” 


You will devote their ill-gotten gains to the 
Lorp, 
their wealth to the Lord of all the earth. 


A Promised Ruler From Bethlehem. 


Marshal your troops, O city of troops; bo 

for a siege is laid against us. 

They will strike Israels ruler 
on the cheek with a rod. 


4:3 Parallel with Isaiah 


Micah 4:1-3, which describes the wonderful future 
in tore santa “eon 
in 2:2-4, Isaiah must quoted 
vice versa, or perhaps 


3 dint 


world, has an almost exact parle 


EE 


789 MICAH 5:15 
2 Bethlehem Ephrathah, 7The remnant of Jacob will be > want aay 
2 are small among the clans‘ of in the midst of many peoples 
like dew from the Lorp, t 7) 
will come for me like showers on the grass, Z 
vill be ruler over Israel, which do not wait for man be 
are from of old, or linger for mankind. 
times.“ 8The remnant of Jacob will be among the 
nations, 
will be abandoned in the midst of many peoples, 


when she who is in labor gives like a lion among the beasts of the forest, 
like a young lion among flocks of sheep, 

as brothers return which mauls and mangles as it goes, 

aes and no one can rescue, t 

ad shepherd his flock *Your hand will be lifted up in triumph over 


ength of the Lorp, your enemies, 
ty of the name of the Lorp his and all your foes will be destroyed. 


10°7 ” 
e securely, for then his In that day,” declares the Lono, 


“T will destroy your horses from among you 
he ends of the earth. and demolish your chariots. J 


And their peace. ‘I will destroy the cities of your land 
Deliverance and Destruction 1] Peston tiet ern cr pf 


wwades our land and you will no longer cast spells. 
r fortresses, 13] will destroy your carved images 


t him seven shepherds, and your sacred stones from among you; 
's of men you will no longer bow down 
TT ¢ land of Assyria with the to the work of your hands. “ 
14 will uproot from among you your Asherah _ 
h rod with drawn sword.¢ polesf 
from the Assyrian and demolish your cities. yey oe 
¥ nvades ovr land 15] will take vengeance in anger and wrath 
2 o our borders. upon the nations that have not obeyed me.” f 


2 Or from days of eternity 46 Orcrush 6 Or Nimrod in its gates 4 That 


Seeing in Two Dimensions sie 


The prophets made little distinction between next week and the next 
thousand years svt 


oH 


They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. 4:3 


hen you see a mountain range from a distance, it’s very difficult to tell which peak is highest. 
Warr a smaller mountain looms largest simply because it is much closer to, you than another, — 
higher peak , 

Gicah, anid Many of the Cerone Testament prophets, saw the future like that. They made _ 
little distinction between events coming next week and events that would come a thousand years 
later, They seemed to see the future with limited “depth perception.” 

In the space of one verse, for instance, Micah shifts from a prediction (3:12) that Jerusalem will 
become a mound of rubble—a prophecy fulfilled about 100 years later—to a pro} (4:1) that 
me mountain will be lifted up “chief among the mountains’—something that has pains 

thing 


the s 
fullilled today. In 5:2 comes a prediction that Matthew 2:6 records as fulfilled by Jesus’ 
Bethlehem 700 years later * 
In Micah, the thousands of years between these fulfillments are unclear, They all seem to be 

about the same distance into the future. Almost geal Micah himself saw them unclearly, First 
Peter 1-10-11 comments that “the prophets . .. searched intently and with the greatest care, trying 
to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was Painting when he. 
predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. It was revealed to them that 


they were not serving themselves but you... .” 


MICAH 6:1 
The Lorv’s Case Against Israel 
Listen to what the Lorp says: 
Stand up, plead your case before the 
mountains; 
let the hills hear what you have to say. 
*Hear, O mountains, the Lorp’s accusation; 
listen, you everlasting foundations of the 
earth 
For the Lorp has a case against his people; 
he is lodging a charge against Israel 
My people, what have I done to you? 
How have I burdened you? Answer me. 
'l brought you up out of Egypt 
and redeemed you from the land of slavery. 
I sent Moses to lead you 
uso Aaron and Miriam. 
My people, remember 
what Balak king of Moab counseled 
and what Balaam son of Beor answered, 
Remember , your journey, from Shittim to 
Gilgal, 
that you may know the righteous acts of the 
Lorp 
With what shall I come before the Lorp 
and bow down before the exalted God? 
Shall | come before him with burnt offerings, 
with calves a year old? 
Will the Lorp be pleased with thousands of 
rams, 
with ten thousand rivers of oil? 
Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 
SHe has showed you, O man, what is good 
And what does the Lorp require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 


rn 
6:5 The Meaning of Strange 


Names 

Speaking to people who knew their own history 
welt, Micah needed only to mention names like 
Balaam and Balak to recall God’s goodness and 
humankind’s disobedience. Numbers 22-24 tells 
the story of Balaam, in which Balak tried to get 
Balaam to curse Israel. Balaam gave this famous 
reply: “How can I curse those whom the Loro has 
not cursed?” (Numbers 23:8). The trip from 
Shittim to Gilgal apparently refers to Israel’s 
miraculous crossing of the Jordan River (Joshua 
3:1; 4:19-20), the final stage in their journey from 
slavery in Egypt to freedom in the promised land. 
These events, which had occurred about 500 years 
before, were as real to the Israelites as yesterday. 

Verse 16 offers a different kind of memory: “the 

statutes of Omri and all the practices of Ahab’s 
house.” Omri and his son Ahab were two of the 
most notoriously wicked kings in Israelite history. 
(See 1 Kings 16:21-33.) Ahab went so far as to 
marry Jezebel, a Phoenician princess, and set upa 
temple for her god, Baal, in the new capital of 
Samaria. He sponsored her massacre of genuine 
prophets. 


Sa eeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


“9 The meaning of the Hebrew for this line is uncertain. 
for this word is uncertain. 


+10 An ephah was a dry measure. 
416 Septuagint; Hebrew scorn due my people — 


and to walk humbly with your God. 
Israel's Guiltand Punishment = 
“Listen! The Lorp is calling to the city— 
and to fear your name is wisdom— 
“Heed the rod and the One who appointed 
ite 
Am I still to forget, O wicked house, 
your ill-gotten treasures 
and the short ephah,! which is accursed? 

"Shall | acquit a man with dishonest scales, F 

with a bag of false weights? 

Her rich men are violent; 
her people are liars 

and their tongues speak deceitfully. 

Therefore, | have begun to destroy you, 
to ruin you because of your sins. 

You will eat but not be satisfied; ¢ 
your stomach will still be empty.« 

You will store up but save nothing, 
because what you save I will give tothe 
sword, 

‘You will plant but not harvest; 
you will press olives but not use the oil on 

yourselves, 
you will crush grapes but not drink the iA 
wine. 

‘You have observed the statutes of Omri 
and all the practices of Ahab’s house, 
and you have followed their traditions. 

Therefore I will give you over to ruin 
and your people to derision; 
you will bear the scorn of the nations.4’” ; 


Israel’s Misery 


What misery is mine! 
1am like one who gathers summer fruit 
at the gleaning of the vineyard; ; 
there is no cluster of grapes to eat, . 
none of the early figs that I crave. 
2The godly have been swept from the land; 
not one upright man remains, 
All men lie in wait to shed blood; 
each hunts his brother with a net. 
Both hands are skilled in doing evil; — 
the ruler demands gifts, 
the judge accepts bribes, 
the powerful dictate what they desire— 
they all conspire together. _ 
4The best of them is like a brier, 
the most upright worse than a thorn hedge, 
The day of your watchmen has come, P 
the day God visits you. ; a 


UF 


6:8 What God Wants 

Micah’s most famous incement i 

the qualities that matter to God. Jesus spoke in. 

similar terms to the Pharisees about their religious _ 

hypocrisy: they gave a tenth of even their spices to 

God, yet they neglected justice, mercy, t Py 

faithfulness (Matthew 23:23). ine 
‘14 The meaning of the Hebrew 


ik ee 


a 


Now is the time of their confusion. 


5Do not trust a neighbor; 4 
put no confidence in a friend. a 

Even with her who lies in your embrace 
be careful of your words. a 

For a son dishonors his father, 


a daughter rises up against her mother, 

a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— 
‘a man’s enemies are the members of his own 
household 


7But as for me, | watch in hope for the Lorp, 
1 wait for God my Savior; 
my God will hear me. Oe cr, ee 
Israel Will Rise Iwill 
*Do not gloat over me, my enemy! ce 9 
Though I have fallen, I will rise. 
Though | sit in darkness, 
the Logo will be my light. 
Because | have sinned against him, 
| will bear the Loxp‘s wrath, 
until he pleads my case 
and establishes my right. 
He will bring me out into the light; 
| will see his righteousness. 
Then my enemy will see it 
and will be covered with shame, 
she who said to me, 
Where is the Loxp your God?” 
My eyes will see her downfall; 
even now she will be trampled underfoot 
like mire in the streets. vel 


!The day for building your walls will come, 
the day for extending your boundaries. 
12[n that day people will come to you 
from Assyria and the cities of Egypt, 
even from Egypt to the Euphrates 
and from sea to sea 
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God’s Answer to Injustice 
A power above the powers 


Who can withstand his indignation? Who can endure his fierce anger? 1:6 

I life fair? It rarely seems so, especially in international politics, The most vicious dictators thrive, 
and raw power is the key ingredient in a successful foreign policy, Weak people get trampled. 
As a citizen of Judah, the prophet Nahum felt the force of such injustice. His message from God 

concerned ihe greatest city of the time, Nineveh. This city, the capital of Assyria, represented Taw, 

brutal power—endless cruelty,” as Nahum put it (3:19). Though Nineveh was hundreds of miles 

northeast of Judah, her power dominated the Middle East. In contrast, Judah was a small, fragile 


state barely clinging to independence. 


Nahum’s Nerve 
Judah’s sister nation to the north, Israel, had already been defeated by Assyria and carried into 


exile. Only God’s miraculous intervention had saved Judah on that occasion. And now, in 
Nahum’s time, the Assyrians had returned. They dragged off Manasseh, the king, with a hook in 
his nose (2 Chronicles 33:11). Judah was forced to pay tribute as a vassal state. 

Few people can stare into the face of such raw power and come away unimpressed. Nahum did 
sovonly because he had seen a far greater power—the power of a God whose wrath could shatter 
rocks. If God was angry, how coul Nineveh stand? Nahum’s absolute confidence in God is 
underlined throughout this book. 

It took nerve to stand up and predict the downfall of the most powerful nation in the world. 
Yet, in this book, Nahum sounds unintimidated, almost lordly. He spoke with confidence because 


he knew God’s character: “The Loro will not leave the guilty unpunished” (1:3). 


Decline and Fall of Nineveh 

Within a few years, Nahum’s predictions came true. Nineveh did fall, never to rise again. The 
greatest city in the world became a pile of rubble overgrown with grass. Both Alexander the Great 
and Napoleon camped near it but had no idea a city had ever been there. The site became known 
as “the mound of many sheep.” 

The name Nahum means “comfort.” Though Nahum describes God's anger, his message offers 
comfort to those who live with injustice and evil. “The Loro is good,” said Nahum, “a refuge in 
times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him, but with an overwhelming flood . . . he will 
pursue his foes into darkness” (1:7-8). Nineveh is gone, but Nahum’s testimony lives on, 
reminding us that though God’s justice seems slow, nothing can ultimately escape it. 


How to Read Nabum - 


Nahum stands out from the other short prophetic books in two ways. He addressed a foreign 
city—Nineveh—instead of his own home nation, and he used unusually vivid language. 

You can read more background on Judah and its relationship to Nineveh in the following 
historical accounts: 2 Kings 17-19 and 2 Chronicles 32-33:13. The background will help you 


understand why God was so angry at Nineveh. 
As you read Nahum, pay special attention to the vivid imagery. Some of the best examples are 


the following: 
Descriptions of warfare: 2:3-7; 3:1-3 
Nineveh like a pac! with its water draining out: 2:8 
Nineveh like a lions’ den, full of bones: 2:11-12 : 
Nineveh like a prostitute shamed in the streets: 3:5-6 
Nineveh’s fortresses like fig trees, with fruit shaken into the mouth of their attacker: 


3:12 


Nineveh’s numerous citizens like grasshoppers: Pp 
disappearing: 3:15-17 Par? 


PLANS FOR READING NAHUM 
PLAN 1: An Overview of Nahum in 1 Day 
D Day 1. Read the Introduction to. 
anger against Nineveh’s injustice. 
PLAN 2: All of Nahum in 3 Days 
010203 


An oracle concerning Nineveh. The book of the 6Who can 
vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. ‘ 


The Lorp’s Anger Against Nineveh 
2The Lorp is a jealous and avenging God; 
the Lorp takes vengeance and is filled with 
wrath 
The Lorp takes vengeance on his foes 
and maintains his wrath against his enemies. 
3The Loxv is slow to anger and great in power; 
the Lorp will not leave the guilty 
unpunished. 
His way is in the whirlwind and the storm, 
and clouds are the dust of his feet. 
4He rebukes the sea and dries it up; 
he makes all the rivers run dry. 
an and Carmel wither 
he blossoms of Lebanon fade. 
ntains quake before him 
an hills melt away. 
‘The earth trembles at his presence, 
world and all who live in it. 


Ba 


at least 300 years. Once 
a message of condemnation to 
. As was always true with God’s 
ah’s condemnation 
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NAHUM 2:1 794 


they will be completely destroyed, 
Nineveh to Fall 
An attacker advances against you, Nineveh, 
Guard the fortress, 
watch the road, 
brace yourselves, 
marshal all your strength! 
2The Lorp will restore the splendor of Jacob 
like the splendor of Israel, 
though destroyers have laid them waste 
and have ruined their vines. 


3The shields of his soldiers are red; 
the warriors are clad in scarlet. 
The metal on the chariots flashes 
on the day they are made ready; 
the spears of pine are brandished.# 
4The chariots storm through the streets, 
rushing back and forth through the squares, 
They look like flaming torches; 
they dart about like lightning, 


5He summons his picked troops, 
yet they stumble on their way. 
They dash to the city wall; 
the protective shield is put in place. 
6The river gates are thrown open 
and the palace collapses. 
“It is decreed? that the city, 
be exiled and carried away. 
Its slave girls moan like doves 
and beat upon their breasts. 
8Nineveh is like a pool, 
and its water is draining away. 
“Stop! Stop!” they cry, 
but no one turns back. 
*Plunder the silver! 
Plunder the gold! 
The supply is endless, 
the wealth from all its treasures! 
10She is pillaged, plundered, stripped! 
Hearts melt, knees give way, 
bodies tremble, every face grows pale. 


11Where now is the lions’ den, 
the place where they fed their young, 
where the lion and lioness went, 
and the cubs, with nothing to fear? 
12The lion killed enough for his cubs 
and strangled the prey for his mate, 
filling his lairs with the kill 
and his dens with the prey. 


13”T am against you,” 
declares the Lorp Almighty. 
“7 will burn up your chariots in smoke, 


and the sword will devour your young lions. 


I will leave you no prey on the earth. 
The voices of your messengers 
will no longer be heard.” 


Woe to Nineveh 


Woe to the city of blood, 
full of lies, 


43 Hebrew; Septuagint and Syriac / the horsemen rush to and fro 
«8 Hebrew No Amon 49 That is, the upper Nile region 


full of plunder, “ 
never without victims! 
2The crack of whips, 
the clatter of wheels, 
galloping horses 
and jolting chariots! 
3Charging cavalry, 
flashing swords 
and glittering spears! 
Many casualties, 
piles of dead, 
bodies without number, 
people stumbling over the corpses— 
4all because of the wanton lust of a harlot, 
alluring, the mistress of sorceries, 
who enslaved nations by her prostitution 
and peoples by her witchcraft. 


51 am against you,” declares the Lorp 
Almighty. 
“T will lift your skirts over your face. 
I will show the nations your nakedness 
and the kingdoms your shame. 
61 will pelt you with filth, 
I will treat you with contempt 
and make you a spectacle. 
7All who see you will flee from you and say, 
‘Nineveh is in ruins—who will mourn for 
her?’ 
Where can I find anyone to comfort you?” 


8Are you better than Thebes, 
situated on the Nile, 
with water around her? 
The river was her defense, 
the waters her wall. 
9Cushd and Egypt were her boundless 
strength; 
Put and Libya were among her allies. 
10Yet she was taken captive 
and went into exile. 
Her infants were dashed to pieces 
at the head of every street. 
Lots were cast for her nobles, 
and all her great men were put in chains. 
You too will become drunk; 
you will go into hiding 
and seek refuge from the enemy. 
12Ail your fortresses are like fig trees 
with their first ripe fruit; 
when they are shaken, 


3:8 Another Powerful City 


In approximately 663 s.c. Assyria overwhelmed 


Thebes, the ancient, wealthy capital of Upper 


Egypt. This victory seemed to symbolize Assyria’s 
absolute power. To Nahum, however, the battle 
told a different tale. If Thebes was vulnerable, so 


was proud Nineveh. About 50 years after c 
Thebes, Nineveh fell to the Babylonians. The 


mention of Thebes’ downfall enables us to date’ 


Nahum’s message within that 50-year period. 


°7 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain. 


they are all 

The gates of your land 
are wide open to your 
fire has consumed their bars. 

\4Draw water for the siege, 
strengthen your defenses! 

Work the clay, 
tread the mortar, 
repair the brickwork! 

i There the fire will devour you; 
the sword will cut you down 
and, like grasshoppers, consume you, 

Multiply like grasshoppers, 


multiply like locusts! a 4 
eYou have increased the number of your > eg 
merchants a . 7 
7!) “Sar 
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The Problem of Evil ane 
Habakkuk’s question: “Why is God silent while the wicked succeed?” 


The righteous will live by his faith.” 2:4 
he book of Habakkuk begins with a complaint. The prophet saw injustice, violence, and evil in 
his own country, yet God remained silent and invisible. Why didn’t God intervene? Why did he 

give no answer when Habakkuk called out for help? Habakkuk took these questions directly to 


God, in prayer. 

God answered him, but hardly in the way Habakkuk had anticipated. God said he was sending 
ue Baby lonians to punish Judah, God's words described a ruthless, savage army that would tear 
srael apart 

So Habakkuk complained again. Could this be justice—punishing Judah through an even more 
evil nation? Deeply perplexed, Habakkuk waited to see what answer God would give to his second 


complaint 
How long he had to wait, we do not know. But God did reply, and his answer is bate tt 
best explanation we have of God's attitude toward evil. It satisfied Habakkuk, so that his ” 


which begins with a complaint, ends with one of the most beautiful songs in the Bible. 


Two Certainties to Live By 

God pointed out two certainties to Habakkuk. First, the violent, proud Babylonians would be 
paid back with the very weapons they had used on others. Just as they destroyed nations, they 
would be destroyed. “Has not the Loro Almighty determined .. . that the nations exhaust 
themselves for nothing?” (2:13). Evil may dominate the earth, but it always wears itself out. 

The second certainty was God's character. He may be silent for a time, but not forever. “The 


earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Loro, as the waters cover the sea’’ 
(2:14). In chapter 3, Habakkuk “saw” this powerful glory, and his heart pounded. It changed his 


attitude from complaining to joy. 

Because the future belongs to God, a believer can cling to the truth embodied in 2:4: “The 
righteous shall live by his faith.” Habakkuk beautifully expressed this attitude of faith in the last 
three verses of his book: no matter how hard life might become, he would rejoice and find 


strength in the Lord. 


Living by Faith 
Did Habakkuk explain why God allows evil? Not precisely. He did affirm that God has not lost 
control. Evil is moving toward its own logical end of self-destruction, and God’s glory will someday 
fill the earth. Habakkuk offers no proct of this, merely the record of God’s communication to him. 
rough faith in God, regardless of circumstances. Habakkuk’s 


A believer can find hope and joy t! 
capsule of faith was quoted at three crucial points in the New Testament: Romans 1:17; Galatians 
3:11; and Hebrews 10:38. F he Babyl 4 = 

Though Habakkuk probably did not live to see it, the lonians were destroyed. ay they 
are merely a memory, Yet we, like Habakkuk, must still wait in faith to see the earth “ with 
the knowledge of the glory of the Loro.” 


How to Read Habakkuk 
Other prophets carried messages from God to humankind; Habakkuk addressed God alone. He 


pondered deep riddles of life while wrestling with two terrible realities: the 
own nation and the certainty that it was about to be overrun by another, worse nation. How can a 
just God allow, even use, such evil? To fully delve into Habakkuk’s questions, you may want to 

= Cutie 


read the book of Job and Psalm 73, which explore related issues. 


HABA\ 2A 
The first two chapters of Habakkuk tell of two “complaints” arid two answers. ry 
to imagine the emotional changes Habakkuk experienced as he talked with Bg 7“! 
joyful psalm of chapter 3 (set to music, either by Habakkuk or someone else) and 


where did this joyful confidence come from? 


PLANS FOR READING HABAKKUK 


PLAN 1: An Overview of Habakkuk in 1 Day 


As 
God. Then rr 
ask yourself: 


‘ Jott 
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Day 1. Read the Introduction to Habakkuk, and chapter 1, which gives you a flavor 


ot the dialogue between God and the prophet, 


All of Habakkuk in 3 Days 
10203 


PLAN 2 


1 grace that Hlabaidase the prophet re- Then they sweep past like the wind and go_ 


eived 


Habakkuk’s Complaint 
How long, O Lorp, must! call for help, 
but you do not listen? 
Or ery out to you, ‘Violence!’ 
but you do not save? 
‘Why do you make me look at injustice? 
Why do you tolerate wrong? 
Destruction and violence are before me; 
there is strife, and conflict abounds. 
‘Therefore the law is paralyzed, 
and justice never prevails 
The wicked hem in the nghteous, 
© that justice is perverted 


The Lorv’s Answer 


‘Look at the nations and watch 
and be utterly amazed 
For lam going to do something in your days 
that you would not believe, 
even if you were told 
lam raising up the Babylonians,4 
that ruthless and impetuous people, 
who sweep across the whole earth 
to seize dwelling places not their own, 
They are a feared and dreaded people; 
they are a law to themselves 
and promote their own honor, 
5Their horses are swifter than leopards, 
fiercer than wolves at dusk. 
Their cavalry gallops headlong; 
their horsemen come from afar. 
They fly like a vulture swooping to devour; 
they all come bent on violence 
Their hordes? advance like a desert wind 
and gather prisoners like sand. 
"They deride kings 
and scoff at rulers. 
They laugh at all fortified cities; 
they build earthen ramps and capture them. 


6 Or Chaldeans 


"9 The meaning of the Hebrew for thie word is uncertain 


7 una 


on— ie . 
guilty men, whose own strength is their 
god.” > Ie tie eRe 
Habakkuk’s Second Complaint = ’ 


120 Loxp, are you not from everlasting? 
My God, my Holy One, we will not die. 
O Lonp, you have appointed them to execute 
judgment; taro 
O Rock, you have ordained them, to punish. 
'3Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; 
you cannot tolerate wrong, 
Why then do you tolerate the tres 
Why are you silent while the wicked 
swallow up those more righteous than 
themselves? in 
4You have made men like fish in the sea, 
like sea creatures that have no ruler. 
'5The wicked foe pulls all of them up with 
Baste md oh 


he catches them in his net,» !! =i os 


he gathers them up in his dragnet; vary 
and so he rejoices and is glad. 
l6Therefore he sacrifices to his net — a 
and burns incense to his dragnet, 


for by his net he lives in luxury 1) 
and enjoys the choicest food, 

171s he to keep on emptying his net, _ 

destroying nations without mercy? 


I will stand at my watch ae tae) 
and station myself on the ramparts; 
1 will look to see what he will say tome, « 


otra 


fn eas 


1:16 Worshiping 


laimed that Hy worshi “net” 
that thet nly magi tn eV, God Gaseribed 
one own strength is their 


HABAKKUK 2:2 


and what answer I am to give to this 
complaint,« 


The Lorp’s Answer 
2Then the Lorp replied: 


“Write down the revelation 
and make it plain on tablets 
so that a herald! may run with it. 
3For the revelation awaits an appointed time; 
it speaks of the end 
and will not prove false. 
Though it linger, wait for it; 
ite will certainly come and will not delay. 


"See, he is puffed up; 

his desires are not upright— 

but the righteous will live by his faith¢— 
Sindeed, wine betrays him; 

he is arrogant and never at rest. 
Because he is as greedy as the gravee 

and like death is never satisfied, 
he gathers to himself all the nations 

and takes captive all the peoples. 


&Will not all of them taunt him with ridicule 
and scorn, saying, 


““Woe to him who piles up stolen goods 
and makes himself wealthy by extortion! 
How long must this go on?’ 

7Will not your debtorsf suddenly arise? 
Will they not wake up and make you 
tremble? 
Then you will become their victim, 
8Because you have plundered many nations, 
the peoples who are left will plunder you. 
For you have shed man’s blood; 
you have destroyed lands and cities and 
everyone in them. 


°Woe to him who builds his realm by unjust 
gain 
to set his nest.on high, 
to escape the clutches of ruin! 
10You have plotted the ruin of many peoples, 
shaming your own house and forfeiting your 
life. . 
The stones of the wall will cry out, ¥ 
and the beams of the woodwork will echo it. 
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so that he can gaze on their naked bodies, 
16You will be filled with shame Instead of ; 
Now itis your turn! Drink and be expeneeél 
The cup from the Lorp’s right hand is coming 
around to you, 
and disgrace will cover your glory. . 
The violence you have done to Lebanon will _ 
overwhelm you, 
and your destruction of animals will terrify 
you, rAN 
For you have shed man’s blood; 
you have destroyed lands and cities and 
everyone in them. 


18” Of what value is an idol, since a man has 
carved it? 
Or an image that teaches lies? 
For he who makes it trusts in his own 
creation; 
he makes idols that cannot Speak, Le 
19Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Come to life!’ 
Or to lifeless stone, ‘Wake up!’ 
Can it give guidance? i 
It is covered with gold and silver; 
there is no breath in it. 
20But the Lorp is in his holy temple; 
let all the earth be silent before him.” 


Habakkuk’s Prayer 


3 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet. On shigio- 
noth, 


2Lorp, I have heard of your fame; 

I stand in awe of your deeds, O Lorp. 
Renew them in our day, 

in our time make them known; 

in wrath remember mercy. 


3God came from Teman, 

the Holy One from Mount Paran. 
His glory covered the heavens 

and his praise filled the earth. 
4His splendor was like the sunrise; 

rays flashed from his hand, 

where his power was hidden. 
5Plague went before him; 

pestilence followed his steps. 
He stood, and shook the earth; 

he looked, and made the nations tremble. 
The ancient mountains crumbled 


Selahi 


12"Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed and the age-old hills collapsed. 
and establishes a town by crime! His ways are eternal. 
13Has not the Lorp Almighty determined 71 saw the tents of Cushan in distress, 
that the people's labor is only fuel for the the dwellings of Midian in anguish. “he 
fire, aw angry with the rivers, O Lorp 
that the marion exhaust themselves for Wanye woathasioly the sitesi? ? 
one ; Did you rage against the sea 
\4For the earth will be filled with the knowledge ees = role with ocr 
of the glory of thea, and your victorious chariots? 
as the waters cover the sea. 9You uncovered your bow, 
15Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbors, you called for many arrows. Selah 
pouring it from the wineskin till they are You split the earth with rivers; fait 
drunk, 10 the mountains saw you and writhed. _ 
. answer when |am rebuked 2 Or so that whoever reads it ©3 Or Though he linger, wait for him: /he 44 Or 
fultfciess "15 Hebrew Skates Cx creas iene eee eee Vulgate and Syriac (ate also 


Septuagint) and stagger 
in verses 9 and 13 


‘1 Probably a literary or musical term 


3 ‘A word of uncertain meaning: possibly » musical term also 


- ee 


— ae 


Torrents of water or by: ‘i 
the deep roared ae 
and lifted its waves on high, , ng 
HSun and moon stood still in the heavens 
at the glint of your flying arrows, 
at the lightning of your flashing 
{2 wrath you strode through the earth 
and i anger you threshed the nations, 
»You came out to deliver your people, i 
to save your anointed one. 
You crushed the leader of the land of 
wickedness, 
you stnpped him from head to foot. Selah 
‘With his own spear you pierced his head 


3:14 God at Work ?¥ 
“With his own spear you pierced his head,”” 
Hebabieek sess \Gad axeootaee se en 
Earlier (2:6-7), Habakkuk showed works * 
out: the Babylonians” ta ee 
them just as they had treated others. Violence 
turns back on the violent. On the surface, God’s 
rower i: not Sree », but the person of faith 
ws God is behind it all 


‘ae haath 
°c ecm at Te 
.t plies 
me hare he 
Loo pit 4k 
: 2c Pt el 
4. seeeyelts of Meu 


Beyond Darkness eaves 


A worldwide catastrophe and a shining light 


will quiet you with his love, he will réjoice over you with singing.3:17 


Y fee wrote not long after Manasseh had ended his 50-year feign in Judah, One of the 

worst kings on record, Manasseh had made idol worship and child sacrifice common practice. 
He had built altars for star worshipers in God's temple and had encouraged male prostitution as 
part of the religious ritual. He had also “shed so much innocent blood that he filled Jerusalem 
from end to end ... “ (2 Kings 21:16). His son Amon carried on in the same way during his short 
reign. 

Then came King Josiah, who took the throne at the age of eight, after his father’s assassination. 
The Bible says there was never a king like Josiah (2 Kings 23:25). He led a reform, destroying all 
the pagan idols and restoring the temple. He organtceditne first Passover celebration in 
generations. 

Zephaniah, who was probably related to the king through his great peat grandfather Kin, 
Hezekiah, apparently spoke just before the big changes. The nation’s future hung in the balance, 
and Zephaniah’s words may well have helped tip it toward renewal of faith in God. 


“The Loro... 


From Gloom to Exultation 
Zephaniah’s book begins in deep gloom. Like other prophets, he condemned the sins of his 
nation and predicted judgment from God. But he went one big step further. He talked repeatedly 


about “the day of the Loro,’” and saw that it would be a supernatural event swee| ing clean the 
Id be avoided. The Lord had warned and 


whole planet, Zephaniah offered no hope that it cou! 
pleaded, but to no avail (3:6-7). Zephaniah saw hope for a minority only. A faithful, humble 
remnant could be sheltered from disaster if they would seek God. 

Beyond the judgment fires Zephaniah saw something remarkably bright. He predicted that a 
purified remnant of God’s people, truthful and humble, would trust in God. He foresaw a remade 
world learning to worship God. S 

Fis short book, which starts with such gloom, ends with an ecstatic song of joy: an 


Therefore t 
anticipation of the kingdom to come after the judgment. God’s blessing will flow freely as every 
nation worships him. Zephaniah’s words may have been influential in encouraging Josiah’s 
reforms, but his vision extended far beyond. The New Testament speaks often, like Zephaniah, of 


the worldwide judgment and a renewed world to come. 


How to Read Zephaniah . 
Zephaniah will seem more interesting if you grasp the historical situation in which he wrote. For 
the decadence that led to King Josiah’s reforms, read 2 Kings 21. Josiah’s history is told in chapters 
22 and 23. Second Chronicles 33-35 tells the same story with slightly different details. You can find 
a brief summary of these reigns in “A Lineup of Rulers,” page 338. , 
Zephaniah is easily understood. It has a clear and symmetrical structure, opening (after a brief 
lem, then extending 
t My 


introduction) with a warning of judgment for Judah and its capital of Jerusal 
the judgment to Judah’s neighbors, and closing in chapter 3 with good news abou age 


% ‘ 
© oe hewasaiicon after the jadigenent. 
mAND a ee 


Dae word of She Lowe Shat came to Zephaniah 
om of Casta, Se son of Gada, the son ef 
Aarne Ge we of Herta daring She reQnef 
jm wor of Amon king of Podiac 


Warning of Coming Destrection 
mul seep sesy everyones 


row che gace of the earth ~ 
Secures the Lose. 
~al sever eeay both men and animals 
- away the turds of the amt 
the Ssh of the sew. 
The sched have omty heaps of ratte: 
whem | cat off man from the face of the 
oe 


eciares the Lop. 
Against Judah 
a@ seach ot my hand agamnst fodah 


Sas 


she names of the pagan and the idolatroas 


2nd who also swear by Molech.* 
cthose who turn back from following the Lorzp 
and mevther seek the Loxp nor inquire of, 
“Be silent betore the Sovereign Lomp, 
tor dhe Gay of the Lonp is near. 


= all who avoid stepping on the 
threshold < 


"Waal, you who five in the market district; 
ali your merchants will be wiped out, 
all who trade with silver will be ruined. 


+) The meaning of the Heteew tor this ine is uncertain *5 Hebrew: 
‘11 Or the Sorter Om 


ZUPUANIAN 24 
Agatiat Phillatia 


“Gara will be abandoned 

and Astkelon left in rating 
At ovitcay Anndod will be emptied 

and Pkron uprooted. 

Woe to vou who tive by the nea, 
© Rerethite people) 

the word of the LORD ii againat you, 
© Canaan, land of the Phitintines, 


Twill destroy you, 
and none will be left,” 


SThe land by the sea, where the Kerethites« 
dwell, 
will be a place for shepherds and sheep 
pens. 
We will belong to the remnant of the house of 
Judah; 
there they will find pasture, 
In the evening they will ie down 
in the houses of Ashkelon, 
The Loxo their God will care for them: 
he will restore their fortunes. 


Against Moab and Ammon 


S"T have heard the insults of Moab 
and the taunts of the Ammonites, 
who insulted my people 
and made threats against their land. 
‘Therefore, as surely as I live,” 
declares ie Lorp Almighty, the God of 
Israel, 
“surely Moab will become like Sodom, 
the Ammonites like Gomorrah— 
a place of weeds and salt pits, 
a wasteland forever. 
The remnant of my people will plunder them; 
the survivors of my nation will inherit their 
land.” 


10This is what they will get in return for their 
pride, 
for insulting and mocking the people of the 
Lorp Almighty. 
The Lorp will be awesome to them 
when he destroys all the gods of the land. 
The nations on every shore will worship him, 
every one in its own land. 


Against Cush 


12You too, O Cushites,¢ 
will be slain by my sword.” 
Against Assyria 
13He will stretch out his hand against the north 
and destroy Assyria, 
leaving Nineveh utterly desolate 
and dry as the desert. 
14Flocks and herds will lie down there, 
creatures of every kind. 
The desert owl and the screech owl 
will roost on her columns. 
Their calls will echo through the windows, 
rubble will be in the doorways, 


+6 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain. 
upper Nile region 


°7 Or will bring back their captives 
48 Septuagint and Syriac; Hebrew will rise up to plunder 10 That is, the | 


4 air for wild beaste! 
All who her scoft 
afd stake let Aiea 


‘The Future of Jerusalem — 


Woe to the city of NYE aii 
3 rebellious and det ‘ 
bat men i, one, ‘ ie 
she accepts no } 
She does not ruse in a eo 
fe ae coe not draw near to 
Her ol In are foal 
her rulers are pans 
who leave nothing for thee morning. 
‘Her prophets are arrogant; 
they are treacherous men, 
Her priests profane nee 
and do violence to , 
5The Lorp within Nee righteous, 


he does no wrong, Yr 4 
Morning by morning he dispenses his justice, 


and every new day he does not fail, 
yet the unrighteous know nein oo hg 
6 have cut off nations; a 


heir strongholds are 
Ihave left their streets deserted, 2 

wtp coe paniog Saag i. } 
Their cities are revtyinl pelt 

no one will be left—no one at all, o! 
71 said to the city, cul om in 

“Surely you will fear me sod id 


and accept correction!” en» sz) .S 
Then her dwelling would not be cut off, 


nor all my punishments come one : 

But they: were étilleaes 7 ; 
to act corruptly in all they did. 

SThereforé Walt fonine/’declateal tne 
“for the day I will stand up to testify.4 

Ihave decided to assemble the nations, 
to gather the kingdoms 

and to pour out my wrath on them— Sola 
all my fierce anger. — 

The whole word Will be consumed 

by the fire of my jealous anger. pA 


They will cat and bie down 

Ps Ome wall make them afraid." 
od © Daughter of Zion; 

shout aloud, O Israel! 
Be glad and rewace with all your heart, 


© Daughter of Jerusalem! _ 
©The Lon has taken away your punishment, 
he has turned back your enemy. 


The Lox. the King of Israel, is with you; 
never again will you fear any harm, 
oO that day they will say to Jerusalem, 

‘Do not fear, O Zion; v4 

do not let your hands hang limp. 448 

The Lorp your God is with you, 


- ‘ Pes oe 0h 
1T dowel - 
yo eur Rhee 
Sig ee OEE Pir 
dyniagtate oo & 
Anite yep A Pie 
“12 Or “I wall gather you who mourn for the appointed feasts; | your 
cater ef) 


” 


The Prophet Who Got Results - . 


For once, God's people listened ‘ 


The whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the Loko their God and the message of the 
prophet Haggai, because the Lorv their God had sent him, 1:12 
Sometimes, at crucial moments, a single voice can stir a directionless mass of people to action. 

Winston Churchill's inspirin oratory may have saved Britain in World War Il. True leaders of 
nations are those who inspire their people to constructive action. 

Haggai’s words, similarly, rang clear in a time of confusion. The Jews had come back from their 
exile in Babylon nearly 20 years before. But they seemed to have forgotten the point of returning. 
After one false start on the temple, the exiles had devoted their energy to building their own 
houses. The ruins of Solomon's temple stood as a nagging reminder that they had neglected God, 

Now Haggai urged these pioneers to “give careful thought” to their situation. He id not rage 
like Jeremiah or build eloquent poems like Isaiah. He put it simply and logically. They had worked 
hard, but what had it earned them? Their crops were unsuccessful. Their money disappeared as 
soon as they earned it. Why? Haggai asked. Because they had mistaken their priorities, They 
needed to put God first. They needed to rebuild his temple. 


A Response from the Heart 

People responded to Haggai immediately. Prophets before him, such as Amos, Isaiah, or 
Jeremiah, had spoken for decades without seeing such a heartfelt reaction. Haggai’s messages 
span a mere four months, but he accomplished everything he set out to do. In four years the 
temple was complete. 

What made the temple so important? After all, the proper sacrifices and rituals could be carried 
out on a makeshift altar, But God’s reputation was at stake. He could not be properly honored so 
long as the house he called home lay in ruins. The temple symbolized God’s presence, and 
Israel’s priorities. 

Would rebuilding the temple change Israel’s financial situation? Haggai’s first words promised 
nothing. He simply said, “Give careful thought to your ways,” and pointed out that Israel’s lack of 
prosperity was God's doing. They had worked hard, but God had withheld the rain their crops 
headed A month later (2:1-9) Haggai said that God had glorious plans for Israel, plans that would 
shake the whole earth. But he rened to God's presence with them, not to rf crops. 

Only on the last day accounted for in this brief book did Haggai get back to the subject of 
harvests. He said that God wanted his people to “give careful t ought” again—this time to the 
dramatic difference they would see in their harvests since they had put God first, “From this day 


on | will bless you,” God said through Haggai. 


How to Read Haggai 


One of the shortest books in the Bible, Haggai can easily be read at a sitting. Haggai’s words 
came at a critical time in the life of the nation of Israel, They mark one of the few times in all 
history when God spoke and his people quickly and unquestioningly obeyed, For the historical 
background, read Ezra 1-6. Haggai’s crucial message is mentioned in Ezra 5:1-2, “A Lineup of 


‘ page 338, can help you place Haggai in Israelite histor 


Rulers,’ A 
There is a progression to God’s warnings and his promises through Haggai. Study each of 
Haggai’s messages, and note down what encouragement, what warning, and i Fes God F ‘ 

ne ¢ 


offered Israel. How did God motivate them to obey him? 
‘ght 


PLAN 1: An Overview of Haggai in 1 Day 


Day 1. Sead 
message € 
PLAN 2: All of Haggai 2 Days 


d year of King Darius, on the first 

th. the word of the Lorp 

» prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel 
governor of Judah, and to 

adak, the high priest 

l Almighty says: “These 

has not yet come for the 


ut 
he e word of the Lorp came through the 
prophet Haggai: #"Is it a time for you yourselves to 
he ng in your paneled houses, while this house 


is what the Lorp Almighty says: 
ul thought to your ways. *You have 
ch, but have harvested little. You eat, 
ave enough: You drink, but never have 
on clothes, but are not warm. 
y to put them in a purse with 


si at the Lorp Almighty says: “Give 
thought to your ways. SGo up into the 
and bring down timber and build the 
hat | may take pleasure in it and be 
says the Lorp. %’You expected much, 
it turned out to be little. What you brought 
bléw away. Why?” declares the Lorp Al- 
zhty. “Because of my house, which remains a 
while each of you is busy with his own 
use. \Therefore, because of you the heavens 
withheld their dew and the earth its crops. "11 
alled for a drought on the fields and the moun- 
tains, on the grain, the new wine, the oil and 
whatever the ground produces, on men and cattle, 
and on the labor of your hands.” 


\2Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son 

f Jehozadak, the high priest, and the whole rem- 

nant of the people obeyed the voice of the Lorp 

their God and the message of the prophet Haggai, 

because the Lorp their God had sent him. And the 
people feared the Lorp. 

Then Haggai, the Lorp’s messenger, gave this 
message of the Lor to the people: “I am with 
you,” declares the Lorp. 14So the Lorp stirred up 
the spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor 
of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua son of Jehozadak, 
the high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant 


A vanant of Jeshua; here and elsewhere in Haggai 


mine,’ declares the Lorp Almighty. ¥The glory of 
this present house will be greater than the glory of 
the former house,’ says the Lorp Almighty. ‘And 
in this place I will grant peace,’ declares the LorD 
Almighty.” 


Blessings for a Defiled People 

10On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, 
in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lorp 
came to the prophet Haggai: !!This is what the 
Lorp Almighty says: ‘Ask the priests what the law 
says: !2If a person carries consecrated meat in the 
fold of his garment, and that fold touches some 
bread or stew, some wine, oil or other food, does it 
become consecrated?’ ” 

The priests answered, “No.” < 

13Then Haggai said, “If a person defiled by con- 
tact with a dead body touches one of these things, 
does it become defiled?” 

“Yes,” the priests replied, “it becomes defiled.” 


ahs 


ail 


HAGGAI 2:14 806 


Then Haggai said, “ ‘So it is with this people 
and this nation in my sight,” declares the Lorp. 
“Whatever they do and whatever they offer thereis 
defiled, 

1S" “Now give careful thought to this from this 
day on*—consider how things were before one 
stone was laid on another in the Lorp’s temple. 
isWhen anyone came to a heap of twenty mea- 
sures, there were only ten. When anyone went toa 
wine vat to draw fifty measures, there were only 
twenty. 11 struck all the work of your hands with 
blight, mildew and hail, yet you did not turn to 
me,’ declares the Lorp. !8From this day on, from 
this twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, give 
careful thought to the day when the foundation of 
the Lorp's temple was laid. Give careful thought 
19[s there yet any seed left in the barn? Until now, 
the vine and the fig tree, the pomegranate and the 
olive tree have not borne fruit. 


2:12 The Spread of Good and 
Evil 

“Which is contagious, good or evil?” In the Old 
Testament law Haggai found that consecrated 
meat—set aside to be used in sacrificial 
worship—did not “spread” its holiness. But a 

who became “unclean” did spread his or 
1 defilement. Under the Old Testament law, evil 

spread, but goodness did not. Their failure to 
rebuild the temple had defiled everythii 
Israelites touched—even their good 


415 Or to the days past 


Zerubbabel the Loxo’s Signet Ring 


The word of the Loxp came to Haggaia s 
time on the twenty-fourth day of the mar 


3" ‘On that day,’ declares the Loxp Almighty, ‘1 
will take you, my servant Zerubbabel son of She- 
altiel,’ declares the Lop, god twill make soo es 
my signet ring, for [have chosen you,” declares the . 
Lorp Almighty.” } 


2:23 The Imprint of the Master — 
Some 78 years before, King Jehoiachin had been 
Fein hea oe a 


Sees olan 


David who fully printed God’s image on humanity. 


ZECHARL 


ION 


Starting Over 
How could they rebuild with broken pieces? 


The Lor says, ‘I will return to Jerusalem with mercy, and there my house will be rebuilt.’ 1:16 


hen the Jews reviewed their history, it looked like a long slide downhill. Consistently, they 
had responded to God’s love by grumbling against him, by disobeying his law, by worshiping 
idols. Finally, after centuries of warning, punishment had come. Jerusalem was flattened. The 


survivors marched off in chains toward the other end of the world. 
They had not merely lost a battle. They had lost, seemingly, their place in God's heart and their 


future as his special people. 
But hope for a new start came in exile. When Persian emperor Cyrus took power, he offered 
Jews a chance to return to their land and rebuild their temple. Some jumped at the chance. Th 
took the long journey to a homeland most of them had never seen (you can read about the trip in 
the first chapters of Ezra). They wanted not merely to rebuild; they hoped somehow to escape the 


downward, anti-God trend that had plagued their nation from its beginnings. 


Hope Begins to Fade 
They found a disheartening scene. Their once-beautiful city was a ghost town. Everything of 


value had been destroyed. Fertile fields were overgrown. The region was almost empty of people. 

The smai! band of returned exiles built an altar on the grounds of the ruined temple. But soon 
they grew discouraged about actual rebuilding. They had enough trouble finding shelter and eking 
out a living from the land. When their non-Jewish neighbors fought against rebuilding the temple, 
the former exiles gave up. Their hopes of a glorious “new beginning” began to fade. 

The temple stayed in a state of disrepair for nearly 20 years, until the prophets H; i and 
Zechariah stirred up renewed interest. These prophets saw that as long as the temple lay in ruins, 
ls-ael's distinctive character as a people of God was ruined, too. At their urging, the Jews 


organized to build again. 

The book of Zechariah is a record from that critical period of rebuilding. Its first recorded 
message dates from approximately two months after the temple foundation was laid. The temple 
was completed four years later, at least partly due to Zechariah’s encouraging words. 


Needed: A Change of Heart 
Zechariah wasn't mainly interested in a building, however. More important was the relationship 


with God that the temple symbolized. In his first recorded words Zechariah warned his people not 
to be like their ancestors. What good had a temple done them? A teat new beginning required a 
change of heart. “ ‘Return to me,’ declares the Loro Almighty, ‘and | will return to you’ (1:3), 
The last half of Zechariah widens its view to the whole world. The small refugee community of 
Jews, Zechariah says, holds the world’s future. Their new beginning would become the hope of 


the world. 


How to Read Zechariah 


Most people find Zechariah difficult to understand. Throughout the book you will find 
references to people and events that are hard to interpret. A commentary can be a great help, 
ad the meaning of these details. For historical background on ariah’s times, read Ezra 
1-6, Zechariah is mentioned by name in Ezra 5:1. 

The book of Zechariah breaks into three parts. The first six chapters offer eight symbolic 
visions, which were meant to encourage the builders of the temple. They are not too difficult to 
understand if you take them one at a time and don’t rush through them. Their main emphasis: 
God is at work again. He plans to live with his people in Jerusalem. He will protect them from 


their enemies, cleanse them from thelr 

Chapters 7-0 addrons the qualit af fh 
contain many encouraging prom 

The last six chapters are pack: 
becoming what God wants, You will find predi 
These chapters, as complex an they Ve 
death, and resurrection, The writers: 


PLANS FOR READING ZECHARIAH 
PLAN 1: An Overview of Zechariah in 1 Day 


(J Day 1, Read the Introduction to Zechariah, and chapter 8, 
future God has in mind for his people, 


PLAN 2: All of Zechariah in 11 Days 


with ursling reterences to the 
f predictions of terrible Hern 


ed the ea pi cd 
these cha 
book of Revelation, telling of the final goal of history, Figo drew on 


as they wrote 
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A Call to Return to the Lorp 


In the eighth month of the second year of Dari- 
us, the word of the Loxp came to the prophet 
Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo; —_, 
2"The Lorp was very angry with your fore- 
fathers. ‘Therefore tell the people; This is what the 
Lorp Almighty says: ‘Return to me,’ declares the 
Lorp Almighty, ‘and I will return to you,’ says the 
Lorp Almighty. 4Do not be like your forefathers, 
to whom the earlier prophets proclaimed: This is 
what the Lorp Almighty says: ‘Turn from your evil 
ways and your evil practices.’ But they would not 
listen or pay attention to me, declares the Lorp. 
5Where are your forefathers now? And the proph- 
ets, do they live forever? 6But did not my words 
and my decrees, which | commanded my servants 
the prophets, overtake your forefathers? 
“Then they repented and said, ‘The Lorp Al- 
mighty has done to us what our ways and practices 
deserve, just as he determined to do.’ ” 


The Man Among the Myrtle Trees 


7On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh 
month, the month of Shebat, in the second year of 
Darius, the word of the Lorp came to the prophet 
Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo. 

8During the night I had a vision—and there be- 
fore me was a man riding a red horse! He was 
standing among the myrtle trees in a ravine. Be- 
hind him were red, brown and white horses. 

9% asked, ‘What are these, my lord?” 

The angel who was talking with me answered, 
“| will show you what they are.” 

10Then the man standing among the myrtle trees 
explained, “They are the ones the Lorp has sent to 
go throughout the earth.” 

11And they reported to the angel of the Loxp, 
who was standing among the myrtle trees, “We 
have gone throughout the earth and found the 
whole world at rest and in peace.” 


Then the ine othe ee a if 
mighty, how long will you ; 
Jonaaelcan cod Sra the xia 
have been angry ith (ee ae ee 
angel who talked with me. 

Then the angel who was said, 
“Proclaim this word: This is what 
mighty says: ‘I am very jealous for 
Zion, but | am very angry with the nations that 
feel secure. 1 was only a little angry, but they 
added to the calamity.’ 

16“Therefore, this is what the Lorp “my 
return to Jerusalem with mercy, and 
hotse wit eae ins eng 
be stretcl out over Jerusalem,’ 

Lorp Almighty. bad 

17"Proclaim further: This is what the Lorp A 
mighty Pf yo wiles overflow with 
prosperity, Lorp will again comfort Zion 
and choose Jerusalem.’ ” = 


Four Horns and Four Craftsmen vi eve 


18Then | looked up—and there before me were 
four horns! 1 asked the angel who was speaking 
to me, “What are these?” 

He answered me, “These are the horns 
scattered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem.” bn 

20Then the Lorp showed me four 
asked, ‘What are these coming to do?” 

He answered, ‘These are the horns that scat- 
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-red Judah so that no one could raise hishead, but have charge of my courts, and I will give you a 
the cael have ps chint to terrify them and throw place among these standing here. — é‘ 

down these horns of the nations who lifted up 8 ‘Listen, O high priest Joshua and your asso- 

s jand of Judah to'scatter its _ciates seated before you, who are men of 


their horns against the 
people “ 
A Man With a Measuring Line 
Then | looked up—and there before me was a 
nan with a measuring line in his hand! 21 
scked, “Where are you going?” 
He answered me, “To measure Jerusalem, to 
find out how wide and how long it is.” 

‘Then the angel who was speaking to me left, 
and another angel came to meet him 4and said to 
him: “Run, tell that young man, ‘Jerusalem will be 
acity without wails because of the great number of 
men and livestock in it. SAnd I myself will be a wall 
of fire around it,’ declares the Lor, ‘and I will be 
its glory within.’ 

6’Come! Come! Flee from the land of the 
north,” declares the Lor, “for I have scattered 
you to the four winds of heaven,” declares the 
Lor. 
™Come, O Zion! Escape, you who live in the 
Daughter of Babylon!” 8For this is what the Lorp 
Almighty says: “After he has honored:me and has 
sent me against the nations that have plundered 
you—for whoever touches you touches the apple 
of his eye— % will surely raise my hand against 
them so that their slaves will plunder them.¢ Then 
you will know that the Lorp Almighty has sent 
me. 
10’Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion. For I 
am coming, and I will live among you,” declares 
the Lorp. !!’"Many nations will be joined with the 
Lorp in that day and will become my people. I will 
live among you and you will know that the Lorp 
Almighty has sent me to you. !2The Lorp will 
inherit Judah as his portion in the holy land and 
will again choose Jerusalem. 13Be still before the 
Lorp, all mankind, because he has roused himself 
from his holy dwelling.” 


Clean Garments for the High Priest 


Then he showed me Joshua’ the high priest 
standing before the angel of the Lorp, and 
Satane standing at his right side to accuse him. 
2The Lorp said to Satan, “The Lorp rebuke you, 
Satan! The Lorp, who has chosen Jerusalem, 
rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick 
snatched from the fire?” 
3Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he 
stood before the angel. 4The angel said to those 
who were standing before him, “Take off his filthy 
lothes.”” 
Then he said to Joshua, ‘See, I have taken away 
your sin, and I will put rich garments on you.” 
5Then I said, “Put a clean turban on his head.” 
So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed 
him, while the angel of the Lorp stood by. 
6The angel of the Lorp gave this charge to 
Joshua: This is what the Lorp Almighty says: ‘If 
you will walk in my ways and keep my re- 
quirements, then you will govern my house and 


plunder them,” 
7 Or Who 


48,9 Or says after eye: *'l 
accuser 49 Or facets 


*1 A variant of Jeshua; here and elsewhere in Zechariah 
(14 Or tewo who bring oil and 


things to’come: | am going to bring my y the 
Branch. 9See, the stone I have set in front of 
Joshua! There are seven eyes4 on that one stone, 
and I will engrave an inscription on it,’ says the 
Lorp Almighty, ‘and I will remove the sin of this _ 
land ina single day. 

10” ‘In that day each of you will invite his nee 
bor to sit under his vine and fig tree,’ declares 
Lorp Almighty.” 


The Gold Lampstand and the Two 
Olive Trees 


4 Then the angel who talked with me returned 
and wakened me, as a man is wakened from 
his sleep. 2He asked me, “What do ydu see?” 

lanswered, “I see a solid gold lampstand with a 
bowl at the top and seven lights on it, with seven 
channels to the lights. 3Also there are two olivé 
trees by it, one on the right of the bowl and the 
other on its left.” 

4] asked the angel who talked with me, “What 
are these, my lord?” 

SHe answered, “Do you not know what these 
are?” 

“No, my lord,” I replied. y Re 

6So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lorp 
to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by 
my Spirit,’ says the Lorp Almighty. 

7Whate are you, O mighty mountain? Before 
Zerubbabel you will become level ground. Then he 
will bring out the capstone to shouts of ‘God bless 
it! God bless it!’ ” : 

8Then the word of the Lorp came to me: The 
hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of 
this temple; his hands will also complete it. Then 
you will know that the Lorp Almighty has sentme 
to you. 

10”Who despises the day of small things? Men 
will rejoice when they see the plumb line in the 
hand of Zerubbabel. 

“(These seven are the eyes of the Lorp, which 
range throughout the earth.) 

Then I asked the angel, ‘What are these two 
olive trees on the right and the left of the lamp- 
stand?” 

12Again I asked him, “What are these two olive 
branches beside the two gold pipes that pour out 
golden oil?” 

13He replied, “Do you not know what these 
are?” 

“No, my lord,” I said. 

14So he said, ‘These are the two who are anoint- 
ed tof serve the Lord of all the earth.” 


The Flying Scroll ‘ 


I looked again—and there before me was a 


flying scroll! . zy 
2He asked me, “What do you see?” 


1 Satan means 


8 
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Lamswered, “I see a flying scroll, 
and fifteen feet see ie begin 

3And he said to me, “This is the curse that is 
going owt over the whole land; for according to 
what if says on one side, every thief will be ban- 
ished, and according to what it says on the other, 
everyone who swears falsely will be banished. 
4The Loxp Almighty declares, ‘1 will send it out, 
and it will enter the house of the thief and the 
house of him who swears falsely by my name. It 
will remain in his house and destroy it, both its 
tambers and its stones.’ 


The Woman in a Basket 


SThen the angel who was speaking to me came 
forward and said to me, “Look up and see what 
that is appearing.” 
kked, “What is it?” 

‘plied, “It is a measuring basket.” And he 

‘This is the iniquity’ of the people 
t the land.” 
cover of lead was raised, and there in 
the basket sat a woman! 8He said, “This is wicked- 
ness,’ and he pushed her back into the basket and 
pushed the lead cover down over its mouth. 

%Then I looked up—and there before me were 


two women, with the wind in their wings! They 
had wings like those of a stork, and they lifted up 
the basket between heaven and earth. 

lo’'Where are they taking the basket?” I asked 
the angel who was speaking to me. 

He d, “To the country of Babylonia? to 
build a for it. When it is ready, the basket 


will be set there in its place.” 


Four Chariots 

| looked up again—and there before me were 

four chariots coring out from between two 
mountains—mountains of bronze! 2The first char- 
ict had red horses, the second black, the third 
white, and the fourth dappled—all of them power- 
ful. 41 asked the angel who was speaking to me, 
“What are these, my lord?” 

The ange! aaswered me, “These are the four 
spirit of heaven, going out from standing in the 
presence of the Lord of the whole world, The one 
with the black horses is going toward the north 
country, the one with the white horses toward the 
west! and the one with the dappled horses 
toward the south.” 

7When the powerful horses went out, they were 
straining to go throughout the earth. And he said, 
“Go throughout the earth!” So they went through- 


out the earth : 
‘Then he called to me, “Look, those going 


——————— TT 


5.2 A Message for Everyone 

The flying scroll probably symbolizes God’s law, 
which condemns sin. It is unrolled and flying like a 
banner for all to read—not rolled up for only 
priests to read 


17 Metres Humenty cubile 
nd 41) Hebrew Shinar 
Maen 14 Cir and the gracious one, he 


15 Or winds 


Jong and ten cubits wide (abrrut 9 rectors jong se 5 bape» 


restin the land of the north," 


set it on the head of the priest, 

Jehozadak. "Tell him oe what tre 

mighty says: ‘Here is the man whose name is the 
Branch, and he will branch out from his place and 
build the temple of the Lorn. It is he who will 
build the temple of the Lorp, and he will be 
clothed with majesty and will sit and rule on his: 
throne. And he will bea priest on his throne. And _ 
there will be harmony between the two.’ 4The 
crown will be given to Heldai, Tobijah, Jedaiah 


and Hen‘ son of Zephaniah as a memorial in the 


temple of the Lorp. 15Those who are far away will 
come and help to build the temple of the Lorp, 
and you will know that the Lorp Almighty has. 
sent me to you. This will happen if diligently — 
obey the Lorp your God.” us 
Justice and Mercy, Not Fasting, A 
In the fourth year of King Darius, the word of 
the Lorp came to Zechariah on the fourth day 
of the ninth month, the month of Kislev. 7The 
people of Bethel had sent Sharezer and Regem- 
Melech, together with their men, to entreat the 
Lorp 3by asking the priests of the house of the 
Lorp Almighty and the prophets, “Should 1 
mourn and fast in the fifth month, as I have done 
for so many years?” 
4Then the word of the Lorp Almighty came to 
me: 5Ask all the people of the land and the 
priests, ‘When you fasted and mourned in the fifth 
and seventh months for the past seventy years, 
was it really for me that you fasted? And when 
you were eating and drinking, were you not just 
feasting for yourselves? 7Are these not the words 
the Lorp proclaimed through the earlier prophets 
when Jerusalem and its surrounding towns were 
at rest and prosperous, and the Negev and the 
western foothills were settled?’ ” 
And the word of the Lorp came again to Zecha- 
riah: 9’ This is what the Lorp Almighty says: ‘Ad- 
minister true justice; show mercy and com) 


~ 


———_— 
7:3 Repent for How Long? of 
While in exile, Jews had fasted and mourned on 
certain days in memory of the siege and overthrow 
of Jerusalem. Now that they had returned to 7 
Jerusalem they wanted to know: should we keep 
fasting? Zechariah’s answer came in 8:19: fasting 
should now be with feasting. But 
Zechariah we that all religious 
however proper, were unless 
lives were controlled by God, 


6 Hebrew an ephah; also in 
48 Or spirit Ma 
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shy 
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_ 


the widow or the 


ne 10} t oppress 
to one another. !0Do not oppress ples a5 


fatherless, the alien or the poor 


not think evil of each other.” i 
1"But they refused to pay attention; stubbornly 


" ad their ba ks and stopped up their ears. 
ih Ree thelr hearts as hard as flint and 
‘They mad en to the law or to the words that the 
thee Al: ad sent by his Spirit through the 


» Almighty hi : 
\ sat " eror hets. So the Lorp Almighty was very 
earlie 


"8 nen Lcalled, they did not listen; so when 
ylled, | would not listen,’ says the Lorp 
Abr y. I scattered them with a whirlwind 
an Il the nations, where they were strangers. 
The land was left so desolate behind them that no 
one could come or go. This is how they made the 
pleasant land desolate.’ ” 


they 


The Lorv Promises to Bless Jerusalem 


8 Again the word of the Lorp Almighty came to 

me. 2This is what the Lorp Almighty says: “I 

im very jealous for Zion; | am burning with jeal- 
ousy for her.” 

‘This is what the Lorp says: “I will return to 
Zion and dwell in Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will 
be called the City of Truth, and the mountain of 
the Lorp Almighty will be called the Holy Moun- 
tain 

‘This is what the Lorp Almighty says: “Once 
again men and women of ripe old age will sit in the 
streets of Jerusalem, each with cane in hand be- 
cause of his age. 5The city streets will be filled with 
boys and girls playing there.” 

6This is what the Lorp Almighty says: “It may 
seem marvelous to the remnant of this people at 
that time, but will it seem marvelous to me?” de- 
clares the Lorp Almighty. 
7This is what the Lorp Almighty says: “I will 
save my people from the countries of the east and 
the west. 81 will bring them back to live in Jerusa- 
lem; they will be my people, and I will be faithful 
and righteous to them as their God.” 
9This is what the Lorp Almighty says: “You 
who now hear these words spoken by the proph- 
ets who were there when the foundation was laid 
for the house of the Lorp Almighty, let your hands 
be strong so that the temple may be built. Before 
that time there were no wages for man or beast. No 
one could go about his business safely because of 
his enemy, for I had turned every man against his 
neighbor. !!But now I will not deal with the rem- 
nant of this people as I did in the past,” declares 
the Lorp Almighty. 
12The seed will grow well, the vine will yield its 
fruit, the ground will produce its crops, and the 
heavens will drop their dew. I will give all these 
things as an inheritance to the remnant of this 
people. 3As you have been an object of cursing 
among the nations, O Judah and Israel, so will L 
save you, and you will be a blessing. Do not be 
afraid, but let your hands be strong.” 
This is what the Lorp Almighty says: “Just as 
I had determined to bring disaster upon you and 
showed no pity when your fathers angered me,” 


“1 Or Damascus. / For the eye of the Lorb is on all mankind, | as well as on the tribes of Israel, 


peace.” 

20This is what the Lorp Almighty 
peoples and the inhabitants of. many cities will yet * 
come, Zland the inhabitants of one city will go to 
another and say, ‘Let'us go at once to entreat the 
Lorp and seek the Lorp @Imighty. | myself am 


says: “Many 


going.’ 2And many peoples and powerful nations : 
will come to Jerusalem to seek the Loxp Almighty 
and to entreat him.” : : 

2This is what the Lorv Almighty says: “In 
those days ten men from all languages and nations 
will take firm hold of one Jew by the hem of his 
robe and say, ‘Let us go with you, because we have 


heard that God is with you.” ” a 
Judgment on Israel’s Enemies 
An Oracle 
The word of the Loro is against the land ¢ 
Hadrach mp) | ‘ag 7 
and will rest upon Damascus— 


for the eyes of men and all the tribes of Israel 
are on the Lorp—* 

2and upon Hamath too, which borders on it, 
and upon Tyre and Sidon, though they are 


very s! § x 
3Tyre has built herself a stronghold; 
she has heaped up silver like dust, 
and gold like the dirt of the streets. ae 
4But the Lord will take away her possessions 
and destroy her power on the sea, 
and she will be consumed by fire. ‘ 
5Ashkelon will see it and fear; 
Gaza will writhe in agony, 
and Ekron too, for her hope will wither. 
Gaza will lose her king 
and Ashkelon will be deserted. 
6Foreigners will occupy As! 
and | will cut off the pride of the Philistines. 
71 will take the blood from their mouths, . 
the forbidden food from between their teeth. 
Those who are left will belong to our God 
and become leaders in Judah, 
and Ekron will be like the Jebusites. 
8But | will defend my house 
against marauding forces. 
Never again will an oppressor overrun my 
people, * 
for now | am keeping watch. 


The Coming of Zion‘s King 


9Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! 
Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! wes 
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See, your king? comes to you, 
righteous and having salvation, 
gentle and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10] will take away the chariots from Ephraim 
and the war-horses from Jerusalem, 
and the battle bow will be broken. 


They will drink and roar as with wine; ~ 
they will be full like a bowl 


He will proclaim peace to the nations. used for sprinkling the corners of the altar. 
His rule will extend from sea to sea \6The Lorp their God will save them on that day 
and from the River to the ends of the as the flock of his people. ws 

earth,¢ They will sparkle in his land 
1As for you, because of the blood of my like jewels in a crown. “ 
covenant with you, 17How attractive and beautiful they will be! 
I will free your prisoners from the waterless Grain will make the young men thrive, 
pit. and new wine the young women. 


12Return to your fortress, O prisoners of hope; 
even now I announce that I will restore twice The Lorp Will Care for Judah 


as much to you. F : 
13] will bend Judah as I bend my bow 1 Ask the Logo for rain in the springtime; 
and fill it with Ephraim. it is the Lorp who makes the storm clouds. 
I will rouse your sons, O Zion, He Byes ene of a to men, 
and plants of the field to everyone. 


against your sons, O Greece, if 
and make you like a warrior’s sword. 2The idols speak deceit, 
diviners see visions that lie; 


i they tell dreams that are false, 

The Lorp Will Appear they give comfort in vain. i 
\4Then the Lorp will appear over them; Therefore the people wander like sheep 
his arrow will flash like lightning. oppressed for lack of a shepherd. 

49 Or King "10 That is, the Euphrates £10 Or the end of the land 415 Or bol, / lhe 
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New King, New Kingdom 
The paradox of leadership that triumphs through suffering 


Your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey. 9:9 


TE book of Zechariah takes a radical turn at chapter 9. A series of messages from God, 
expressed in fragmented images, tell the future of the world—and the role of God's people 
in it. 
These chapters are difficult to understand, even in our day. The ultimate future is clearly iy 
however: instead of remaining a small, subject nation, God's people will shake the world. 
nations will worship at Jerusalem. “The Loro will be king over the whole earth” (14:9). 

How could it be? Even for the Israelites this dream sounded farfetched. In Zechariah’s day they 
needed clearance from the far-off Persian government just to rebuild their temple. Persia was the 
center of their world. Jerusalem hardly mattered. How could Israel become a great nation? 


A Rejected Leader 

These chapters of Zechariah show Israel's greatness emerging through struggle and suffering. 
No one who reads these words could have a false idea that God makes things easy. Evil and 
misery virtually triumph before God's final intervention. 


The key to Israel’s future is a coming leader—a very unusual leader. People naturally oveded 7 


the Messiah to be a triumphant warrior, especially since many Old Testament 
him that way. But this king would come on a donkey instead of a warhorse (9:9). serpalieh spans 
of a shepherd—a term for “leader’—who would be rejected by the nation (11:4-17). It a 
nation in mourning for “the one they have pierced’ (12:10). 

All these predictions of a coming leader were quoted in the New Testament as applying to 
Jesus: a king without an army, whose crown was made of thorns. In all the Old Testament, only 
Isaiah (especially in chapter 53) captures so fully the paradox of Jesus’ life: gentle leadership that 


triumphs through suffering. 
Life Questions: Who is the “greatest” person you've known up close? Did some kind of suffering 


contribute to his or her greatness? 


3My anger burns against the shepherds, 
and | will punish the leaders; 
for the Lorp Almighty will care 
for his flock, the house of Judah, 
and make them like a proud horse in battle. 
4From Judah will come the cornerstone, 
from him the tent peg, 
from him the battle bow, 
from him every ruler. 
Together they? will be like mighty men 
trampling the muddy streets in battle. 
Because the Lorp is with them, 
they will fight and overthrow the horsemen. 


6” will strengthen the house of Judah 
and save the house of Joseph. 
| will restore them 
because I have compassion on them. 
They will be as though 
I had not rejected them, 
for 1 am the Lorp their God 
and I will answer them. 
7The Ephraimites will become like mighty men, 
and their hearts will be glad as with wine. 
Their children will see it and be joyful; 
their hearts wil! rejoice in the Lorp, 
8] will signal for them 
and gather them in 
Surely I will redeem them; 
they will be as numerous as before. 
°Though I scatter them among the peoples, 
yet in distant lands they will remember me. 
They and their children will survive, 
and they will return. 
10] will bring them back from Egypt 
and gather them from Assyria. 
I will bring them to Gilead and Lebanon, 
and there will not be room enough for them. 
'They will pass through the sea of trouble; 
the surging sea will be subdued 
an all'the depths of the Nile will dry up. 
Assyria’s pride will be brought down 
and Egypt's scepter will pass away. 
12] will strengthen them in the Lorp 
and in his name they will walk,” 
declares the Lorp. 


1 Open your doors, O Lebanon, 
so that fire may devour your cedars! 
2Wail, O pine tree, for the cedar has fallen; 
the stately trees are ruined! 
Wail, oaks of Bashan; 
the dense forest has been cut down! 
3Listen to the wail of the shepherds; 
their rich pastures are destroyed! 
Listen to the roar of the lions; 
the lush thicket of the Jordan is ruined! 


Two Shepherds 


4This is what the Lorp my God says: “Pasture 
the flock marked for slaughter. 5Their buyers 
slaughter them and go unpunished. Those who 
sell them say, ‘Praise the Lorp, I am rich!’ Their 
own shepherds do not spare them. For I will no 
longer have pity on the people of the land,” de- 


“4,5 Or ruler, all of them together. | *They 


813 . ZECHARIAH 12:6 
clares the Lorp, “I will hand everyone over to his 
neighbor and his king. They will oppress the land, 
and I will not rescue them from their hands.” > 

7S0 | pastured the flock marked for slaughter, 
particularly the oppressed of the flock. Then I took 
two staffs and called one Favor and the other 
Union, and I pastured the flock, 4In one month 1 
got rid of the three shepherds, 

The flock detested me, and | grew weary of 
them Yand said, “I will not be your shepherd. Let 
the dying die, and the perishing perish. Let those 
who are left eat one another's flesh.” 

10Then | took my staff called Favor and broke it, 
revoking the covenant | had made with all the 
nations. !1Jt was revoked on that day, and so the 
afflicted of the flock who were watching me knew 
it was the word of the Lorp. 

22] told them, “If you think it best, give me my 
pay; but if not, keep it.” So they paid me thirty 
pieces of silver. ’ 

13And the Lorp said to me, “Throw it to the 
potter’’—the handsome price at which they priced 
me! So | took the thirty pieces of silver and threw 
them into the house of the Lorp to the potter. 

MThen I broke my second staff called Union, 
breaking the brotherhood between Judah and Is- 
rael. 

15Then the Lorp said to me, “Take again the 
equipment of a foolish shepherd. 16For I am going 
to raise up a shepherd over the land who will not 
care for the lost, or seek the young, or heal the 
injured, or feed the healthy, but will eat the meat 
of the choice sheep, tearing off their hoofs. 


17Woe to the worthless shepherd, 
who deserts the flock! 
May the sword strike his arm and his right eye! 
May his arm be completely withered, 
his right eye totally blinded!’” 


Jerusalem’s Enemies to Be Destroyed 


An Oracle 
1 2 This is the word of the Lorp concerning 
Israel. The Lorp, who stretches out the 

heavens, who lays the foundation of the earth, and 
who forms the spirit of man within him, declares: 
27am going to make Jerusalem a cup that sends all 
the surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be be- 
sieged as well as Jerusalem, 3On that day, when all 
the nations of the earth are gathered against her, I 
will make Jerusalem an immovable rock for all the 
nations. All who try to move it will injure them- 
selves. 4On that day I will strike every horse with 
panic and its rider with madness,” declares the 
Lorp. “I will keep a watchful eye over the house of 
Judah, but I will blind all the horses of the nations. 
5Then the leaders of Judah will say in their hearts, 
‘The people of Jerusalem are strong, because the 
Lorb Almighty is their God.’ 

6’On that day I will make the leaders of Judah 
like a firepot in a woodpile, like a flaming torch 
among sheaves. They will consume right and left 
all the surrounding peoples, but Jerusalem will 
remain intact in her place. 


ZECHARIAH 12:7 
7’The Lorp will save the dwellings of Judah 


first, so that the honor of the house of David and OF, 


Jerusalem's inhabitants may not be greater than 
that of Judah. 8On that day the Lorp will shield 
those who live in Jerusalem, so that the feeblest 
among them will be like David, and the house of 
David will be like God, like the Angel of the Lorp 
going before them, 9On that day I will set out to 
destroy all the nations that attack Jerusalem. 
Mourning for the One They Pierced 
10And I will pour out on the house of David 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit* of grace 
and supplication. They will look on’ me, the one 
they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as 
one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly 
for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. On that 
day the weeping in Jerusalem will be great, like the 
weeping of Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megid- 
do. !2The land will mourn, each clan by itself, with 
their wives by themselves: the clan of the house of 
David and their wives, the clan of the house of 
Nathan and their wives, !3the clan of the house of 
Levi and their wives, the clan of Shimei and their 
wives, Mand all the rest of the clans and their 
wives. 
Cleansing From Sin 
1 3 “On that day a fountain will be opened to 
the house of David and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity. 
2”On that day, I will banish the names of the 
idols from the land, and they will be remembered 
no more,” declares the Lorp Almighty. “I will 
remove both the prophets and the spirit of impuri- 
ty from the land. 3And if anyone still prophesies, 
his father and mother, to whom he was born, will 
say to him, ‘You must die, because you have told 
lies in the Lorp’s name.’ When he prophesies, his 
own parents will stab him. 
4”On that day every prophet will be ashamed of 
his prophetic vision. He will not put ona prophet’s 
garment of hair in order to deceive 5He will say, ‘I 
am nota prophet. | ama farmer; the land has been 
my livelihood since my youth.” If someone asks 
him, ‘What are these wounds on your body4?’ he 
will answer, ‘The wounds | was given at the house 
of my friends.’ 


The Shepherd Struck, the Sheep Scattered 


7 Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, 
against the man who is close to me!” 
declares the Lorp Almighty. 

“Strike the shepherd, 
and the sheep will be scattered, 
and | will turn my hand against the little 

ones. 

8In the whole land,” declares the Lorp, 

“two-thirds will be struck down and perish; 

yet one-third will be left in it. 

tis third I will bring into the fire; 

I will refine them like silver 

and test them like gold. 


oT 


“10 Or the Spirit 10 Orto 


#8 That is, the Mediterranean 
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5 Or farmer; aman sold me in my youth 
mountain valley will be blocked and will extend to Azel. It will be blocked as it was blocked because of the earthquake 


They will callonmy name = 
and I will answer them; a. 

I will say, ‘They are my people,’ 
and they will say, ‘The Lorv is our God.’ ” 


The Lorv Comes and Reigns 
1 4. A day of the Lorp is coming when your 
plunder will be divided among you. 

2{ will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight 
against it; the city will be captured, the houses 
ransacked, and the women raped, Half of the city 
will go into exile, but the rest of the people will not 
be taken from the city. 

3Then the Lorp will go out and fight against 
those nations, as he fights in the day of battle. 4On 
that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, 
east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be 
split in two from east to west, forming a great 
valley, with half of the mountain moving north 
and half moving south. 5You will flee by my moun- 
tain valley, for it will extend to Azel. You will flee 
as you fled from the earthquakes in the days of 
Uzziah king of Judah. Then the Lorp my God will 
come, and all the holy ones with him, 

6On that day there will be no light, no cold or 
frost. 7It will be a unique day, without daytime or 
nighttime—a day known to the Lorp. When eve- 
ning comes, there will be light. 

8On that day living water will flow out from 
Jerusalem, half to the eastern sea/ and half to the 
western sea, in summer and in winter. 

9The Lorn will be king over the whole earth. On 
that day there will be one Lorp, and his name the 
only name. 

10The whole land, from Geba to Rimmon, south 
of Jerusalem, will become like the Arabah. But 
Jerusalem will be raised up and remain in its place, 
from the Benjamin Gate to the site of the First 
Gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of 
Hananel to the royal winepresses. It will be in- 
habited; never again will it be destroyed. Jerusa- 
Jem will be secure. 

12This is the plague with which the Lorp will 
strike all the nations that fought against Jerusalem: 
Their flesh will rot while they are still standing on 
their feet, their eyes will rot in their sockets, and 
their tongues will rot in their mouths. 13On that 
day men will be stricken by the Lorp with great 
panic. Each man will seize the hand of another, 
and they will attack each other. “4Judah too will 
fight at Jerusalem, The wealth of all the surround- 


LL 


13:7 A Prophecy of Jesus ; 
Jesus applied this verse to himself just before he 
died (Matthew 26:31). Some commentators 

that his words about the stiepherd who “Jays his _ 
ei down for his hou (John 10) also drew on 
this passage. Zechariah’s prophecies were on 
Ere, e Gospel writers: 9:9 is quoted in 
Matthew 21:5; 12:10 in John 19:37; and 11:12-13 
in Matthew 27:9. 


46 Or wounds between your hands #5 Or SMy 
48 That is, the Dead Sea 


and ake part, they will have no rain. The Loo: 
will bring on them the plague he inflicts on the 
nanons that do not go up to celebrate the Feast of 


2On that day Hoty To THE Lorp will be in 
scribed on the bells of the horses, and the 


peeagiaprog pisngrehene palm aie 


+18 On part, then the Lom *21 Or merchant 


When Faith Grows Weary 


Malachi spoke to people “going through the motions” 


“A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If | am a father, where is the honor due 
me?” 1:6 
Giccers has dangers of its own.When you reach the top, you may tend to slack off. 


Spiritual life can gradually deteriorate too. 
Malachi, in this short book, tried to awaken Israel from slackness in relating to God, Years 


before, they had optimistically returned to Jerusalem after a long exile. Their faith had grown 
deeper through difficulties. Despite fierce opposition they had rebuilt the temple, the symbol 
of their hope in God. They had expected God to supernaturally fill it with his glory and make their 


nation the center of the world. 
By Malachi’s time Israel’s hope had faded. In fact, life seemed to have passed the Israelites by. 


They could not see that God loved them (1:2), and they felt that serving God brought no reward 
(2:17; 3:14). 
No Big Sinners 

The people of Jerusalem had become lukewarm. Their complaints showed it, and so did their 
actions. They were not “big” sinners like the people before the exile, who had practiced child 
sacrifice and brouphs idols into the temple. Malachi’s people had kept their religion, but they had 
lost contact with the God whom the religion was all about. 

While Malachi mentioned the same injustices and evils earlier prophets had blasted (3:5), he 
concentrated most of his energy on problems that may seem petty in comparison: mixed 
marriages, divorce, and apathetic worship (shown in their second-rate offerings). Through 
Malachi’s eyes, we see the Israelites going through the motions of their faith, doing the bare 


minimum. = 
How do you heat up a lukewarm faith? Malachi used several tactics. He began with God's love. 
To his audience, it was not apparent. But if they would compare their situation with neighboring 


Edom’s, they would see that God had been caring for them all along. 


Curing a Careless Attitude 

Malachi then challenged the Jews to take obedience seriously. They were bringing injured or 
sick animals to God for offerings. “Try offering them to your governor!’’ Malachi said. “Would he 
be pleased with you?” (1:8). Malachi urged them to bring the perfect animals God’s law demands 
and his honor requires. Malachi further demanded that they stop marrying women of other 
religions, a practice that inevitably introduced religious compromise. They must also put an end to 
divorce. And finally, they must bring a full tenth—the “tithe"—of their income to God at the 
temple. Their skimping amounted to robbery—robbery from God. 

Malachi didn’t demand these changes just because they were in the rulebook. They were 
actions meant to symbolize an inner attitude. The people must practice their faith seriously. “’ ‘Test 
me in this,’ says the Loro Almighty, ‘and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and 


pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it’” (3:10). 


The Last Voice 
Malachi’s was the last Old Testament voice. It reverberated through 400 or more years of 


biblical silence. During those years at least some of Malachi’s message took hold. Led by the 
Pharisees, Jews became increasingly devoted to keeping the Old Testament law. Unfortunately, 
many of them lost Malachi’s main point. They forgot that the law was not an end in itself. It was a 


means by which to give God the honor he deserves. 
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God's voice dominats 


How to Read Malachi : ecliee aee 
es Malachi, the voice of a loving father pleading with his children. yer 


»ponse Is given in the form of seven questions or complaints. The roa is ae ti 


nee himost an argument—which lets you see into the personal attit 


dialogue 
people he is 
As in most 


speaking to. 


attitudes. A: 
complaints 
promises to them. 


‘ouments, a variety of issues are raised, but they are all rooted in a few basic 
s oti read through Malachi, try to see what attitudes lay behind the questions, mie 
and problems of God's people. Also note what attitudes lay behind dod’s words and” 


You can place Malachi’s message in the context of Israelite history by looking up “A Lineup of 


page 338. 


Rulers. 


PLANS FOR READING MALACHI 


PLAN 1: An Overview of Malachi in 1 Day 


( Day 1, Read the Introduction to Malachi, and chapter 3, 
God's promises and expectations for his people. 


PLAN 2: All of Malachi in 3 Days 
0102034 


An oracle; The word of the Lorp to Israel 
through Malachi.# 


Jacob Loved, Esau Hated 

2| have loved you,” says the Lorp. 

“But you ask, ‘How have you loved us?’ 

Was not Esau Jacob's brother?” the Lorp says. 

Yet I have loved Jacob, 3but Esau I have hated, 

and | have turned his mountains into a wasteland 
and left his inheritance to the desert jackals.” 

‘Edom may say, “Though we have been 
crushed, we will rebuild the ruins.” 

But this is what the Lorp Almighty says: “They 
may build, but | will demolish. They will be called 
the Wicked Land, a people always under the wrath 
of the Lorp. 5You will see it with your own eyes 
and say, ‘Great is the Logp—even beyond the bor- 
ders of Israel!’ 


Blemished Sacrifices 


6A son honors his father, and a servant his 
master. If | am a father, where is the honor due 
me? If ama master, where is the respect due me?” 
says the Lorp Almighty. “It is you, O priests, who 
show contempt for my name. 

“But you ask, ‘How have we shown contempt 
for your name?’ 

7’You place defiled food on my altar. 

But you ask, ‘How have we defiled you?’ 

By saying that the Lorp’s table is contempt- 
ible. When you bring blind animals for sacrifice, is 
that not wrong? When you sacrifice crippled or 
diseased animals, is that not wrong? Try offering 
them to your governor! Would he be pleased with 
you? Would he accept you?” says the Lorp Al- 
mighty 


Malachi means my messenger 


+3 Or cut off (see Septuagint) 


doy ee 


Now implore God to be gracious to us. With 
such offerings from your hands, will he accept 
you?”’—says the Lorp Almighty. P 

10”Oh, that one of you would shut the temple 
doors, so that you would not light useless fires on 
my altar! I am not pleased with you,” says the 
Lorp Almighty, “and I will accept no 
your hands. !!My name will be great 
nations, from the rising to the setting of the sun. In 
every place incense and pure offerings will be 
brought to my name, because my name will be 
great among the nations,” says the Lorp Al- 
mighty. 7 , 

12”But you profane it by saying of the Lord’s 
table, ‘It is defiled,’ and of its food, ‘It is contempt- 
ible.’ 3And you say, ‘What a burden!’ and you 
sniff at it contemptuously,’” says the Lorp Al- 
mighty. ‘ 

“When you bring injured, crippled or diseased 
animals and offer them as sacrifices, should I ac- 
cept them from your hands?” says the Lorp. 
14”Cursed is the cheat who has an acceptable male 
in his flock and vows to give it, but then sacrifices 
a blemished animal to the Lord. For I am a great 
king,” says the Lorp Almighty, “and my name is 
to be feared among the nations. re 


Admonition for the Priests 


B Aires now this admonition is for you, O 
priests. 2If you do not listen, and if you do not 
set your heart to honor my name,” says the Lorp 
Almighty, “I will senda curse upon yoy, and I will 
curse your blessings. Yes, I have already cursed 
them, because you have not set your heart to hon- 


or me. - 
Because of you | will rebuke’ your descend- 


é 
a 
3 


MALACHI 2:4 


ants®; I will spread on your faces the offal from 
your festival sacrifices, and you will be carried off 
with it, 4And you will know that I have sent you 
this admonition so that my covenant with Levi 
may continue,” says the Lorp Almighty. 5“My 
covenant was with him, a covenant of life and 
peace, and | gave them to him; this called for rever- 
ence and he revered me and stood in awe of my 
name. “True instruction was in his mouth and 
nothing false was found on his lips, He walked 
with me in peace and uprightness, and turned 
many from sin 
?For the lips of a priest ought to preserve 
knowledge, and from his mouth men should seek 
instruction—because he is the messenger of the 
Lorp Almighty, §But you have turned from the 
way and by your teaching have caused many to 
stumble; you have violated the covenant with 
Levi,” says the Lorv Almighty. 9So I have caused 
you to be despised and humiliated before all the 
people, because you have not followed my ways 
but have shown partiality in matters of the law.” 


Judah Unfaithful 


10Have we not all one Father+? Did not one God 
create us? Why do we profane the covenant of our 
fathers by breaking faith with one another? 
11Judah has broken faith. A detestable thing has 
been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem: Judah 
has desecrated the sanctuary the Lorp loves, by 
marrying the daughter of a foreign god. 12As for 
the man who does this, whoever he may be, may 
the Lorp cut him off from the tents of Jacobs— 
even though he brings offerings to the Lorp Al- 
mighty. 
13Another thing you do: You flood the Lorp’s 
altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no 
longer pays attention to your offerings or accepts 
them with pleasure from your hands. 4You ask, 
“Why?” It is because the Lorp is acting as the 
witness between you and the wife of your youth, 
because you have broken faith with her, though 
she is your partner, the wife of your marriage coy- 
enant. 

15Has not the Lorp, made them one? In flesh 
and spirit they are his. And why one? Because he 
was seeking godly offspring.4 So guard yourself 
in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife 
of your youth. 

16] hate divorce,” says the Lorp God of Israei, 
“and I hate a man’s covering himself¢ with vio- 
lence as well as with his garment,” says the LorD 
Almighty. 

So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not 
break faith. 


The Day of Judgment 


17You have wearied the Lorp with your words. 

“How have we wearied him?” you ask. 

By saying, “All who do evil are good in the eyes 
of the Lorp, and he is pleased with them” or 
“Where is the God of justice?” 

43, Or will blight your grain 


the man who does this 
An offspring from God 


$10 Or father 


£16 Or his wife 
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“See, | will send my messenger, 
pare the way before me. Then 
Lord you are seeking will come to hie 
messenger of the covenant, whom you 
come,” says the Loap Almighty. i 
2But who can endure the day of his * 
Who can stand when he appears? For he will 


sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify 
the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. 
Then the Lorn will have men who will offer- 
ings in righteousness, 4and the Judah 
and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the Loxn, as in 
days gone by, as in former years. ‘ 

5“So | will come near to you for judgment. | will 
be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and 
perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of 
their wages, who oppress the widows and the 
fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not 
fear me,’ says the Lop Almighty. 


Robbing God 


6”1 the Lorp do not change. So you, O descend- 
ants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7Ever since the 
time of your forefathers you have turned away 
from my decrees and have not kept them, Return 
to me, and I will return to you,” says the Loxp 
Almighty. = 

“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’ 

8Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. 

“But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’ 

“In tithes and offerings. 7You are under a curse 
—the whole nation of you—because you are rob- 
bing me. 1Bring the whole tithe into the store- 
house, that there may be food in my house. Test 
me in this,” says the Lorp Almighty, “and see if 1 
will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and 
pour out so much blessing that you will not have 
room enough for it. 11 will prevent pests from 
devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields 
will not cast their fruit,” says the Lop Almighty. 
12”Then all the nations will call you blessed, for 
yours will be a delightful land,” says the Lorp 
Almighty. 

13’You have said harsh things against me,” says 
the Lorp. 

“Yet you ask, ‘What have we said against you?” 


3:1 What Difference Does 
Serving God Make? 

Here and in 3:14 people harshly complained they 
could see no point in serving God, when you got 
no special reward. In responding, God did not try 
to convince them that the-righteous were, in fact, 
better off. He told them that he a “scroll of 
remembrance,” on which he those who 
fear him, and that sometime in the future he will 
come as judge, destroying the wicked and 
preserving those who fear him. The value of 
serving him will be obvious someday, even if it is 
not today. 


12 Or !2May the Lorp cut off from the tents of Jacob anyone who gives testimony in behalf of 
415 Or !But the one who is our father, did not do this, not as long as life remained in him. And what was he seeking? 


se"You Ihave sasd. ‘rss rotile to serve God. What 
dso we gain te warswing cut his requirements and 


hs mame 
~ They will he mine.” szys the Lorp Almighty, 
\> the Gxy when I make up my treasured passes~ 
ann + | will Spare them, just as in compassion a 
man Spates his son who serves him. And you 


Gad and those who do not. 


The Day of the Lorp 


‘Surely the day is coming: i will bum like a 
9 comer. All the arrogant and every evildoer 
wil Se stable. and that day that is coming will set 
ther om Gre.” szys the Lorp Almighty. “Nota 


“D7 Oy Almaty. my Sremaeed possessam. mm the dey when J act 
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MATTHEW | a 
A Bridge from Old to New 
Why start with a list of names? 


vill give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his. 


people trom their sins.“1:21 ; 

sor jour hundred years, nothing new was added to the Bible. The prophets fell silent. During 
F this time, Middle Eastern empires rose and fell, and the tiny manor of Israel suffered under the 
domination of greater powers like Greece and Rome. - 

And then, sornething momentous happened. A baby was born—a baby unlike any who had ever 

© before. By introducing this baby who grew into the man Jesus, the book of Matthew opens 

whole new section of the Bible—the New Testament. 

votthew makes his intentions clear from the very first sentence: he connects Jesus’ arrival with 
the Old Testament story line. Jesus was a Jew, he says, the son of Abraham. And also a king, the 
con of David. Matthew then sets out to prove an audacious claim: this Jesus, from the Reafeeth 
town of Nazareth, is the very “Messiah,” the deliverer promised back in the Old Testament. 
(Christ is a Greek translation of the word Messiah). 


Jesus’ Family Tree 
all over the world, especially Jews, had been eagerly awaiting the Messiah. His coming, 
history of the world, they believed. Could this carpenter's son be the 
long-expected king? To answer that question, Matthew starts with a genealogy. 
Genealogies—long lists of names—rarely prove interesting to anyone but the people directly 
involved. To those people, however, the lists are anything but boring. 
listen lo one modern author describe what it was like to hear an ancient genealogy: ‘There is 
an expression, ‘the peak experience,’ a moment which emotionally can never again be equaled in 
your Ite I had mine, that first day in the village of Juffure, in black west Africa ... Goose bumps 
came out on me the size of marbles.” With those words, Alex Haley, author of Roots, recalls the 
day he first heard, from the lips of an aged storyteller, the account ‘of young Kunta Kinte being 


taken captive by slave traders in 1752 


People 
wuld change the entire 


The Importance of Roots 
tured in a tiny village in 


ded directly from a native African cay 
so-and-so took as a wife 


Haley's ancestors had descen: 
Gambia. The day he listened to the gentle African elder recite, “AN 
j-and-s0, and begat so-and-so,” the final link in Haley’s family chain snapped into place. Roots 
tells the story of this connection 
ina similar way, the book of Matthew doesn’t begin with Jesus’ birth, but reaches back further 
to establish his roots, if indeed Jesus is the Messiah, his ancestors must match Hat that claim. As, 
ly declare themselves; they must long to a royal 


any student of history knows, kings don’t mere! 
se father of the Jewish race, Abraham—who first received 


line. Matthew traces Jesus’ lineage to th 4 \ 
the promise of the Messiah—then to the great Jewish king, David. 


Links to the Old Testament i 
Alter recording jesus’ bloodline, Matthew narrates the story of Jesus’ life on earth. He relies 
ament, quoting it more eae than does any other New Testament 

es as “that it might be fulfilled as was spoken the props 
ds as the Gospel that pulls things together, the 


New Testament, then, stan 
he new. Matthew starts with Jesus’ roots, but he also contrasts Jesus 


heavily on the Old Test 
author, (Note such phr 

The first book in the 
link between the old and t 
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with the traditional Jewish picture of the Messiah. Jesus, a king, ended thousands 
eager waiting. But he came to establish a wholly new kind of ingdom—a kingdom 
what anyone expected. 


How to Read Matthew 


Anybody who has looked over an Internal Revenue Service (IRS) form knows what tax 
like: neat, orderly rows of figures, with all expenses and income classified by type and source. 
Fittingly, the Gospel attributed to former tax collector Matthew feflects systematic, 
thinking. He doesn’t tell Jesus’ story chronologically; he groups facts topi fs > 

Matthew collects Jesus’ sayings in five main places. First comes the famous Se: 
Mount in chapters 5-7. Chapter 10 records Jesus’ instructions to:his disciples’ 
chapter 13, a series of parables on the kingdom; chapter 18, Christ’s words on the church 
community; and chapters 23-25, Jesus’ thoughts on religious hypocrisy and his of 
future. Sandwiched in among these five great discourses you'll find connected scenes of jesus in 
action. 

The skillful blending of Jesus’ action and teaching has helped earn this Gospel an esteemed = 
place in literature, Artists are often drawn to it as a capsule summary of Jesus’ ministry: witness 
J.S. Bach’s greatest choral work, St. Matthew’s Passion, the joyous play Godspell, and Pasolini’s 
film The Gospel according to St. Matthew. The French skeptic Renan pee? Matthew as “ 
most important book of Chustendansettte most important book that has ever been written.’ 

Two approaches will help in a detailed study of Matthew. First, consider how it differs from the 
other three Gospels; this will give you some idea of Matthew’s distinctive purpose. Then, you will 
find it enlightening to look up many of Matthew's references to the Old Testament. Most are cited 
in footnotes. ee 


PLANS FOR READING MATTHEW : ¥ 4 
PLAN 1: An Overview of Matthew in 7 Days 
O Day 1. Read the Introduction to Matthew. Then turn to Matthew 5 and begin the 
Sermon on the Mount. 

C) Day 2. Read chapter 6, a continuation of Jesus’ longest single speech, perhaps the: 
most familiar passage in the entire Bible. 2 

0 Day 3. Matthew 13 records some of Jesus’ parables—concise stories with a 

owerful meaning behind them. Read these parables about the “kingdom of 
Fesvengi referring to “What Should a Leader Look Like?”, for help in 
understanding. 

ODay 4. Asa foiner tax collector, Matthew was especially sensitive to what Jesus _ 
had to say about money. Read his comments on this and other topics in chapter 
19. 

C) Day 5. The last three chapters of Matthew give a complete, factual account of 
Jesus’ death. Read chapter 26, the story of the arrest and trial. 

UJ Day 6. Continue the crucifixion story with chapter 27. 

() Day 7. Read chapter 28, which tells of Jesus’ resurrection. 

PLAN 2: All of Matthew in 28 Days 

{ 10203 45 7080 900D 1D 2O30 4045016 
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rhe Genealogy of Jesus 


4 record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the 
con of David, the son of Abraham: 
Abraham was the father of Isaac, 
Isaac the father of Jacob, 
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, 
whose mother was Tamar, 
the tather of Hezron, 
mn the father of Ram, 


Pere 


Na on the father of Salmon, 

Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother 
was Rahab. 

Boaz the tather of Obed, whose mother 
was Ruth, 


Obed the father of Jesse, 
and fesse the father of King David 


David was the father of Solomon, whose 
i been Unah's wife, 

ather of Rehoboam, 

ther of Abijah, 


t »shaphat, 

i phat the tather of Jehoram, 

Jehoram the father of Uzziah, 

h the father of Jotham, 

p father of Ahaz, 

Aha ather of Hezekiah, 

Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, 

Manasseh the father of Amon, 

Amon the father of Josiah, 

and Josiah the father of Jeconiah® and his 
brothers at the time of the exile to Bab- 
ylon 


After the exile to Babylon: 
Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, 
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 
3Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, 
Abiud the father of Eliakim, 
Eliakim the father of Azor, 
'4Azor the father of Zadok, 
Zadok the father of Akim, 
Akim the father of Eliud, 
\5Eliud the father of Eleazar, 
Eleazar the father of Matthan, 
Matthan the father of Jacob, 
leand Jacob the father of Joseph, the hus- 
band of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, 
who is called Christ. 


\7Thus there were fourteen generations in all 
trom Abraham to David, fourteen from David to 
the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to 
the Christ. 


The Birth of Jesus Christ 


18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came 
about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married 
to Joseph, but before they came together, she was 
found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 


“11 That is, Jehoiachin; also in verse 12 
Anointed One.” 
Men 


12 Or star when uf rose #4 Or Messiah 


a 


The Visit of the Magi ¥ 
2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, 
pn parte rte ree a ers 
east came to and asked, is the 
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 
Lea in the east! and have come to worship 
sWhen King Herod heard this he was disturbed, 
and all Jerusalem with him, ‘When he had called 
together all the people's chief priests and teachers: 


Judea, 
“for this is what the prophet has written: 


* But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of — 


Judah; 
ate 
wi ihe eis my people 
7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found 
out from them the exact time the star had’ 
peared, SHe sent them to Bethlehem and said, 
and make a careful search for the child. As soon as 


and worship him.” 

°After they had heard the king, they went on 
their way, and the star they had seen in the east! 
went ahead of them until it stopped over the place 


1:18 More Than 
Jewish custom in and Mary's 5 ‘ 
recognized a state mctrota tha fll 
our modern of 
and A was more 


than it could be 
Drolet wi an acto eivench And Ws heated 
woman became pregnant, she was regarded as an 


17 Or Messiah. “The Christ’ (Greek) and “the Messiah” (Hebrew) both mean “the 
«21 Jesus is the Greek form of Joshua, which means the LORD saves. 
*6 Micah 5:2 


423 Isaiah 714 


“1 Traditionally Wise 
19 Or seen molten it rose 


MATTHEW 2:10 


where the child was. lOWhen they saw the star, 
they were overjoyed) 'On coming to the house, 
they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 
opened their treasures and presented him with 
gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 2And 
having been warned in a dream not to go back to 


Herod, they returned to their country by another 
route 


The Escape to Egypt 

‘When they had gone, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, 
“take the child and his mother and escape to 
Egypt. Stay there until | tell you, for Herod is going, 
to search for the child to kill him.”” 

M4So he got up, took the child and his mother 
during the night and left for Egypt, where he 
stayed until the death of Herod. And so was ful- 
filled what the Lord had said through the prophet: 
“Out of Egypt | called my son. 

loWhen Herod realized that he had been outwit- 
ted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave 
orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its 
vicinity who were two years old and under, in 
accordance with the time he had learned from the 
Magi. !7Then what was said through the prophet 
Jeremiah was fulfilled: 


18”A voice is heard in Ramah, 
weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children 
and refusing to be comforted, 

because they are no more.”’? 


The Return to Nazareth 


19After Herod died, an angel of the Lord ap- 
peared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20and said, 
“Get up, take the child and his mother and go to 
the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take 
the child’s life are dead.” 
21S0 he got up, took the child and his mother 
and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard 
that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having 
been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the dis- 
trict of Galilee, 3and he went and lived in a town 
called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said 
through the prophets: “He will be called a Naza- 


rene. 
John the Baptist Prepares the Way 


In those days John the Baptist came, preaching 
in the Desert of Judea 2and saying, “Repent, 


Dennen EE 


2:11 The Wise Men 


Of the four Gospels, Matthew alone tells of the 
visit of the Magi, or wise men. This incident shows 
that people from other parts of the world, not just 
from Israel, were anticipating the Messiah. 

Magi’s visit underscores that Jesus came for all 
people, not just the Jews. The last words of this 
Gospel spell out that mission very clearly. 
_————_—_——— LT 
<3 Isaiah 40:3 


#15 Hosea 11:1 +18 Jer 31:15 


The Baptism of Jesus 


him stand on the highest point 
you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself 
down. For it is written: 


411 Orin 


for the kingdom of 
who was spoken of | 
“A voice of one in 
“Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him.’ “e 
‘John’s clothes were made of 5 


- Fras & 
-sThis ta he 


and 
region of the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they 
were baptized by him in the Jordan eal 
7But when he saw many of the 


can raise up children for Abraham. !The ax is 
already at the root of the trees, and every tree that 
does not produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 


after me will come one who 
1, whose sandals | am not fit to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into 
the barn and burning up the chaff with 

able fire.” : 


An age 


13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to 


be baptized by John. 14But John tried to deter him, 


saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 
come to me?” 


us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” 
consented. 


15Jesus replied, ‘Let its tone Se 


16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out 


of the water. At that moment heaven was 

and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and lighting on him. 17And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased.” 


The Temptation of Jesus * 


Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert 
to be tempted by the devil. 2After fasting forty 


days and forty nights, he was hungry. 2The tempt- 
er came to him and said, “If you are the Son of 
God, tell these stones to become bread.” 


4Jesus answered, “It is written: “Man does not 


live on bread alone, but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’e” = 


5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had 
of the temple. “If 


. wok 
“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
and they will lift you up in their hands, 
so that you will not strike your foot against a 
stone.’f” 4 


- 
+4 Deut.83 (6 Psalm 9:12 * 


= 


canaweeret on, “TUS AED Weittens "Do not 
ayy Cand bo Oe REST 
ark hon 0a Very Nigh moun 
- oy all the Kingtowns of the workd 
aoe SOAR Ras Dell give you,” he 
tow down and worship me.” 
han. Away from me, Satan! For 
\vorm the Lont your God. and 


ve et Dam, and angels came and 
xt 


<ws Begins toy Preach 


+ ard Land of Napital 


me sea along the bondan. 


s de anal of the shadow of 


eh Nas Gaweed 


ov Ow “astung a net into the 
ave ashermen. Come. flow 
vel make you Sshers of 
At cove chev lett Qheir nets and followed 


as an 


=~ nen there he saw two other broth: 
s & Dededee and *os deother Joka. 
at sather Zebedee, 

cox jesus called them, Sand 

~ che Dowt 2nd ther father and 


sas Heals the Sick 
Scomghoet Gale, Reaching mR 
spgosess preaching the good news of the 


«17 Jewish Words for Jewish 
Readers 
Somes erote tor 2 peumarth jewash audience. 


me eet Se coe Chapter, he afftrens that 
foe Soke Mexsat docking ap that claim by 
COmnian oeeeremce te the Ot Testament. Often 
Same Cave lewd pleas and Costas 


eae 


"Blessed are the poor in spirit, . 
for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. . 

‘Blessed are those who mourn, - 
for they will be coenforted_ YS 

SBlessed are the meek, _ 


for they will inbert theearth 


for they will be filled. a. 1 
“Blessed are the meraful, moe 

tor they will be shown mercy. 
SSiesed are the pure in heart, 

for they wall see Gad. =" 
Reseed are the 


pexause great cs your reward in heaven. form the 
same way they persecuted the propihess who were 
defore you. 
Salt and Light 

Yoo are the sat of the earth But # the sak 
loses & salhness, how can @ be made salty again? 
R is no leeger good fee anything, ewcept De 
thrown cet and trampled tw men_ 

2eYou are the ight of the world A atroma bill 
canoxx be badder. SNesther de peopiie ight alae 
and pet @ under 2 bowl. Instead they put Z om ts 
Stari and @ gives ght no everyone m the hoes. 
hin the samme way kt your light shume before men, 
phat they may se your goad: 
Father mn heaven. 


The Fulfillment of the Law 


Th'De net Gemk that | awe comme te abolish Ghee 
Law or the Progikets | awe not come & abolish 
sheet Set aT heen, ME geil wow the eth amt 
eaves and earch Guupeeue, net Oe smallest 
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pergirecmshee eens 
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heaven. For I tell you that unless your righteous- 
Ness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teach- 
ers of the law, you will certainly not enter the 
Kingdom of heaven. 


Murder 


2}"You have heard that it was said to the people 
long ago, ‘De not murder,* and anyone who mur 
ders will be subject to judgment.’ 22But I tell you 
that anyone who is angry with his brother? will be 
subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to 
his brother, “Raca,< is answerable to the Sanhe- 
dnn. But anyone who says, “You fool!” will be in 
danger of the fire of hell 

>" Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the 
altar and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, Mleave your gift there in 
front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your 
brother; then come and offer your gift. 

"Settle matters quickly with your adversary 
who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still 
with him on the way, or he may hand you over to 
the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the 
officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26] tell 
you the truth, you will not get out until you have 
paid the last penny.4 


Adultery 


2"’You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not com- 
mut adultery.’¢ 28But I tell you that anyone who 
looks at a woman lustfully has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. 2If your right eye 
causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. 
It is better for you to lose one part of your body 
than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 
*And if your right hand causes you to sin, cutit off 
and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one 
part of your body than for your whole body to go 
into hell 
Divorce 
31"TIt has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his 
wife must give her a certificate of divorce.'f 32But I 
tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except 
for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an 
adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced 
woman commits adultery. 


Oaths 


33’ Again, you have heard that it was said to the 
people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but keep 


5:17 Jesus and Moses’ Law 

In this statement, Jesus clarifies his relationship to 
the Law of Moses. The next chapter gets more 
specific, contrasting Jesus’ teaching with many 
common interpretations of that Law. “You have 
heard that it was said ...,’” he begins, and then 
concludes, ‘But | tell you .. .” Jesus revealed the 
true intent of the Old Testament law, rather than 


its legalistic interpretations. 


“21 Exodus 20:13 


Exodus 20:14 ‘31 Deut. 241 


*22 Some manuscripts brother without cause 22 An Aspennie Mie of conte, . 
34 err Exodus 21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut, 19:21 *43 Lev. 19:1 


manuscripts enemies, bless those who curse you. do-good to those who ate you 


the oaths you have , 
you, Do not swear at all: either! 
God's throne; Sor 


Love for Enemies haste Q 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 
neighbor” and hate your enemy.’ “But I tell you: _ 
Love your enemies! and pray for those 
persecute you, ‘that you may be sons of your 
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the 
evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous, 
and the unrighteous. 4If you love those who'love 


Giving to the Needy ede 


4 yd 
“Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteous- 
Ge before men, to be seen by them. If you 
do, you will have no reward from your Father in 
heaven. 4 tv 
2"So when you give to the needy, do not an- 
nounce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored 
by men. | tell you the truth, they have V 
their reward in full. 3But when you give to the 
needy, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in 
secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in 
secret, will reward you, ant 
Prayer bs Vi: xs 
5And when you pray, do not be like the hypo- 
crites, for they love to pray standi ae 
gogues and on the street corners to be seen t 
men. | tell you the truth, they have received 
reward in full. ‘But when you pray, go into your 
room, close the door and papas 
is unseen. Then your Father, who sees w 
done in secret, will reward you, 7And 
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fies ta i ee chine inelt fawn to full at darknwom HE iw 
hen they are fasting Etell you the tnt; davenene, haw jreat i that 

voy Nave received Hone reward in hill UMitwhen No One an wane (ue mAMer®, 


vavnecviptecotee fie vnihe be the Ainugdawn anit the penwer anid the alary lareier Amen. 


Letting the Inside Match the Outside 
/s everyone a hypoortte? 1 wml Ayeeon 


ee a | 


father who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” (4 


’ 7 ee 

Imost all of us live two lives: what people see outside and what is really on inside, : 

A hool we learn what outward signs of attention will please the teacher. At a job we learn to 

11 up a good front” whenever the boss happens to stroll by. As if donning Vet Nite We 
xcel at hiding truly serious problems, 


People tend to judge by outward appearances and so can easily be fooled, arrange 


y shocked when a massemurderer is arrested, “He seemed like such a nice mant” 
he outside appearance did not match the inside reality, 


A Blast at Hypocrites 


Chapters 5-7 announce that the time has come for us to change not just the outside, but the 
nside. In Jesus’ day, religious people tried to npraee each other with showy outward behavior. — 
they wore gaunt and hungry looks during a brief fast, prayed grand if people were watching, 
ind went so far as to wear Bible verses strapped to their foreheads and left arms, 

In his famous Sermon on the Mount, Jesus blasts the risy behind such seemingly harmless 
prictices. God is not fooled by appearances. We cannot fake behavior to impress him. He knows 
(hat inside the best of us lurk dark thoughts of hatred, pride, and lust—internal problems only he 
can deal with, Jesus goes on to present a truly radical way of life, free of pretense, 


Familiar Yet Startling Words ideas 
These three chapters, among the most analyzed in the entire Bible, present a fresh view of the 

vorld. You will likely recognize many familiar sections, including the Rule and the Lord’s — 

Prayer 3 


‘he Old Testament law. In another sense the way of life described is more rae than anything 
before or since. Jesus’ words turn many normal assumptions upside down. statements like, 
Blessed are the poor in spirit... those who mourn. ... the meek. . . the peacemakers... . the 


persecuted,” Jesus attacks those who strive to build a good image by appearing powerful, 


successtul, and assertive. 


Perhaps most radical of all, The Sermon on the Mount introduces the possibility of s solely 
for God and not for appearances. At last we can bring our inner and outer lives phe i Spc 


pe Do other people see what you're really like inside? How do your friends try to impress 
each other 

? vty Poe | 

Pi ome ae 


In one sense, Jesus says, the truths presented here are not new: they fulfill, rather than abolish y 


MATTHEW 6:25 


hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve both God and Money. 


Do Not Worry 

>5“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your 
life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, 
what you will wear. Is not life more important than 
food, and the bédy more important than clothes? 
26Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or 
reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not much more valu- 

able than they? 27Who of you by worrying can add 

a single hour to his lifes? 

28And why do you worry about clothes? See 
how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor 
or spin. ?°Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all 
his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that 
is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is 
here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, 
will he not much more clothe you, O you of little 
faith? 31So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we 
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 
wear?’ 32For the pagans run after all these things, 
and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them, But seek first his kingdom and his right- 
eousness, and all these things will be given to you 
as well. #Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own. 
Judging Others 
“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2For 
in the same way you judge others, you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you 
3’Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in 
your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the 
plank in your own eye? 4How can you say to your 
brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ 
when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 
5You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your 
own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove 
the speck from your brother's eye. 

Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw 
your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample 
them under their feet, and then turn and tear you 
to pieces. 


Ask, Seek, Knock 


7 Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you, 8For everyone who asks receives; he who 
seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will 
be opened 

%’Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will 
give him a stone? 19Or if he asks for a fish, will give 
him a snake? "If you, then, though you are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father in heaven give good 
gifts to those who ask him! 12So in everything, do 
to others what you would have them do to you, for 
this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 


27 On single cubit to his height 


The Narrow and WideGates 

13Enter through the TOW | 
the gate and broad is the road that ke 
tion, and many enter through it. 
gate and narrow the road that leads 
only a few find it. 
A Tree and Its Fruit “i 

15"Watch out for false prophets. They come to 
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ferocious wolves. 16By their fruit you will recog- 
nize them. Do people pick grapes from thorn- 
bushes, or figs from thistles? 17Likewise every 
good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad 
fruit. 18A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, anda bad 
tree cannot bear good fruit. 1%Every tree that does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire. 20Thus, by their fruit you will recognize 
them. 

21"Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who - 
does the will of my Father who is in heaven, 
2Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did 
we not prophesy in your name, and in your name 
drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ 
2Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. 
Away from me, you evildoers!’ 


The Wise and Foolish Builders 

24”Therefore everyone who hears these words 
of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock. 25The rain 
came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 
because it had its foundation on the rock. 26But 
everyone who hears these words of mine and does 
not put them into practice is like a foolish man who 
built his house on sand. 27The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 


28When Jesus had finished saying these things, 
the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29because 
he taught as one who had authority, and not as 
their teachers of the law. 


The Man With Leprosy 


When he came down from the mountainside, 
large crowds followed him. 2A man with lep- 
rosy? came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, 
if you are willing, youcan make me clean.” 
3Jesus reached out his hand and touched the 
man. “1 am willing,” he said, “Be clean!” Immedi- 


8:1 Following Up Words with 
Actions 


recorded speech, the Sermon on the Mount—a 
speech that greatly affected the audience. The next 
few c mention ten miracles performed by 


Jesus, which further established his authority, 


*2 The Greek word was used for various diseases affecting the skin—not necessarily leprosy. _ 


rely he was cured# of his leprosy. SThenijesus 
said to him, “See that you don’t tell anyone. But 
sae show yourself to the priest and offer the gift 
Hoses commanded, as a testimony to them.” 


The Faith of the Centurion 


sWhen Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centu- 
rion came to him, asking for help. “Lord,” he 
said, “my servant lies at home: paralyzed and in 
terrible suffering.” 

Jesus said to him, “1 will go and heal him.” 

“The centurion replied, “Lord, Ido not deserve 
to have you come under my roof. But just say the 
word, and my servant will be healed. *For I myself 
am a man under authority, with soldiers under 
me. [tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, 

Come,’ and he comes. | say to my servant, ‘Do 
this, and he does it.” 

\0When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and 
said to those following him, “1 tell you the truth, I 
have not found anyone in Israel with such great 
faith. | say to you that many will come from the 
east and the west, and will take their places at the 
feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the king- 
dom of heaven. !2But the subjects of the kingdom 


there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

IsThen Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! It will 
be done just as you believed it would.” And his 
ervant was healed at that very hour. 


Jesus Heals Many 


i4When Jesus came into Peter’s house, he saw 
Peters mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever. 
\5He touched her hand and the fever left her, and 
she got up and began to wait on him. 

When evening came, many who were demon- 
possessed were brought to him, and he drove out 
the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. 
"This was to fulfill what was spoken through the 
prophet Isaiah: 


‘He took up our infirmities 
and carried our diseases.” 


The Cost of Following Jesus 


isWhen Jesus saw the crowd around him, he 
gave orders to cross to the other side of the lake. 
!°Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, 
Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.” 
Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of 
the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place 
to lay his head.” 
2!Another disciple said to him, “Lord, first let 
me go and bury my father.”” 
22But Jesus told him, “Follow me, and let the 
dead bury their own dead.” 


Jesus Calms the Storm 


3Then he got into the boat and his disciples 
followed him. 24Without warning, a furious storm 
came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over 
the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. >The disciples 
went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We're 
going to drown!” 


} Greek made clean "17 Isaiah 534 


will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where- 


«28 Some manuscripts Gengesenes; others Genasenes 


2%He replied, “You of little faith, 
afraid?” Then he got up and the 
and the waves, and it was iy 
» 27The men were amazed and 
of man is this? Even the winds and the waves: 
him!” . 


The Healing of Two Demon-possessed 
Men ’ 

2When he arrived at the other side in the region 
of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed a 
coming from the tombs met him. They were 
violent that no one could pass that way. 
do you want with us, Son of God?” they - 
“Have you come here to torture us before the ap- 
pointed time?” i 

Some distatice foes Sie Sesame 
was feeding. 3!The demons begged Jesus, “If you 
drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs.” 

32He said to them, “Go!” So they came out and 


they saw him, they pleaded with him to leave their 
Tegion. a 
Jesus Heals a Paralytic : 
Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and 
came to his own town. 2Some men brought to 
him a paralytic, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw 
their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, 
son; your sins are forgiven.” 
3At this, some of the teachers of the law said to 
themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming™” _ 
4Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do 
you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? [Which 
is easier: to say, “Your sins are forgiven.” or to say, 
‘Get up and walk’? But so that you may know that 
the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins. .. .” Then he said to the paralytic, “Get up, 
take your mat and go home.” 7And the man got up 
and went home. 8When the crowd saw this, they 
were filled with awe; and they praised God, who 
had given such authority to men. 
The Calling of Matthew ‘ 
%As Jesus went on from there, he saw @ man 
named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. 
“Follow me,” he told him; and Matthew gotup 
and followed him. | + i'w s 
10While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's 
house, many tax collectors and “sinners” came 
and ate with him and his disciples. UWhen the 
Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, "Why 
does your teacher eat with’tax collectors and ‘sin- 
ners‘?” “\ rep 
120n hearing this, Jesus said, “Tt is not 
healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 
and learn what this means: ‘I desire m 
sacrifice.’¢ For I have not come to call the 5 
eous, but sinners.” nna eign 


423 Moses 
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mS RSW RESINS, aed both are preserved.” 


SS & 


¢ moMENt 
ered the muler's house and saw 
ma the noisy crowd, She said, 

Gead but asleep.” But 
f he crowd had been 
ook the girl by the 
*News of this spread 


2 there, two blind men 
Have mercy on us, Son 


ndoors, the blind men 
them, “Do you believe 


ar eyes and said, “Accord- 
be done to you”; Mand their 
d. jesus warned them sternly, 


———— 
9:9 A Friend Even to Tax 
Collectors 

Tax collectors like Matthew were even less popular 
im Jesus’ day than now. Many Jews viewed them as 
traitors fcc ic Goel oe ane 
poegnant scene, the Gospel irst 
called Matthew and then came to his house to 
mingle freely with “tax collectors and sinners.” 
Later Matthew was transformed into a loyal 
Gisciple who applied his orderly mind to organize 
this account of Jesus’ life. 
—————— 


*l Goeek emcieee 


“8 ‘Te Genek word was sed for various diseases afecting the skin—not necessary lepromy, ua 


. ‘J 
But the Pharisees “Tt is by the: ° 
demons that he drives ut demone” — 


5!" 


The Workers Are Few ¥ 


stg ae ean are t 


teaching in their synagogues, preaching the - 
news of the kingdom and Fe 


Jesus Sends Out the Twelve carl SES 
1 Me cates his twelve alsciptes to him and 
gave them authority to drive out evile 
spirits and to heal every disease and sickness, 
*These are the names of the twelve apostles: 
first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother . 
Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother — 
John; SPhilip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Mat- . 
thew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, P 
Thaddaeus; ‘Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, + 
who betrayed him. 
sThese twelve Jesus sent out with the following 
instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles 7 
enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the 4 
lost sheep of Israel. 7As you go, preach this mes- 
sage: The kingdom of heaven is near,’ SHeal the a 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have lep- 
rosy,’ drive out demons. Freely you have re-— 
ceived, freely give, 9Do not fake along any olde 
silver or copper in your belts; take no bag for . 
journey, or extra tunic, or sandals ora staff; forthe 
worker is worth his keep. 7) V1 a 
"Whatever town or village you enter, Pa | x 
for some worthy person there and stay at his house . 
until you leave. As you enter the home, give it 
your greeting. 'SIf the home is deserving, let your 
Peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to. 
you. If anyone will not welcome you or listen to ji 
your words, shake the dust off yourfeet when you 
leave that home or town. 15] tell you the truth, it 
will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on 
4 


the day of judgment than for that town. 161 y 
sending you out like sheep among wolves. Theres 
fore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as 
doves. t tte veil ~ ; 
1"*Be on your guard against men; they : 
you over to the local councils and flog yi 
synagogues. !6On my account you will 
before governors and kings as 


cs “But when they arrest you, do 


nr 
rt 


te say or how to say it, At 


what to say, “Yor it will 
he Spirit of your Father 


ay brother to death, and a 


will rebel against their 
to death, 2All men will 


t he who stands firm to 


When you are persecuted 


t be 


r. [tell you the truth, 
ough the cities of Israel 


teacher, nor a ser 
nough for the stu- 
servant like his 
has been called 
he members of his 


of them. There is nothing 


sclosed, or hidden that 


n. 7 What I tell you in the 


t 


what is whispered in 


the roofs. SDo not be 


jy but cannot kill the 
7 who can destroy 
not two sparrows 
ane of them will fall to 
> will of your Father. 


hairs of your head are all 


afraid; you are worth 


es me before men, I 


m before my Father in 


ns me before men, I 
‘her in heaven. 


I have come to bring 
come to bring peace, 


her mother-in-law— 


be the members of his 


his father or mother more 
me; anyone who loves his 


n me is not worthy of me; 


not take his cross and 
of me. Whoever finds his 
ver loses his life for my 


you receives me, and he 


s the one who sent me. 


»phet because he is a 


© a prophet’s reward, and any- 
» nghteous man because he is a 


canter! on Ber 
« various Dsemes attect: 


a righteous man’s re- 
es even a cup of cold 
ones because he is my 
truth, he will certainly not 


tfopeer saps ta Roars Se b; “~ 
MATTHEW 11:23 
Jesus sd John the Baptist 8 aaa ee 
After Jesus had finished instructing his 
1 1 twelve disciples, he went on: pisses =) y i" 
teach and preach in the tow! " oe! 
2When John heard in prison what Christ was 
doing, he sent his disciples ito ask him, “Are you 
the one who was to come, or should we expect 
someone else?” . "AD opie. lees 
‘Jesus replied, “Go back and reportto John 
you hear and see: 5The blind receive sight, the 
lame walk, those who have leprosy? are cured, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good = 
news is preached to the poor. Blessed is the man ad 
Who does not fall away on account of me.” , 
7As John's disciples were lea i to - 
speak to the crowd about phe net , 
out into the desert to'see? A reed swayed by the 
wind? Sif not, what did you go out to see? A man 
dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine 'o 
clothes are in kings’ palaces. "Then what did you 


go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you D Ne 
than a prophet. !This is the one Savona # aD. 


written: ! Mr st A , 


"1 will send my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.'! - 

111 tell you the truth: Among those born of women. : 
there has not risen anyone greater than John the > 
Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he. !2From the days of John b 
the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has 
been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay 
hold of it. 13For all the Prophets and the Law 
prophesied until John. \4And if you are willing to ie 
accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. '5He P 
who has ears, let him hear. ) fan ost : 

16'To what can compare this generation? They = 
are like children sitting in the marketplaces and _ 
calling out to others: eS ae | Na 


17" ‘We played the flute for you, “¥ = P 
and you did not dance; : iF 
we sang a dirge, 
and you did not mourn.” 


18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and 
they say, ‘He has a demon.’ !8The Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here isa 
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 
and “sinners.” ’ But wisdom is proved right by her 
actions,”” ™ +! 


Woe on Unrepentant Cities aa 


Then Jesus began to denounce the cities in 
which most of his miracles had been performed, — 
because they did not repent. 21/Woe to you, Kora- 
zin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that 
were performed in you had been performed’ in 
Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long 
ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will 
be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of 
judgment than for you. 8And you, Capernaum, 
will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go 
down to the depths.* If the miracles that were 


* 


sefuin 
ve 


ar 


| Greek an assarion “(36 Mica 76 41. Greek in their towns 5 The Greek word 


skin—not necessarily leprosy. £10 Mal. 3:1 #23 Greek Hades 


MATTHEW 11:24 


performed in you had been performed in Sodom, + 


it would have remained to this day, “But I tell you 
that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day 
of judgment than for you.” 


Rest for the Weary 


SAt that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hid- 
den these things from the wise and learned, and 
revealed them to little children. 26Yes, Father, for 
this was your good pleasure. 

2" All things have been committed to me by my 
Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, 
and no one knows the Father except the Son and 
those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him, 

28"'Come to me, all you who are weary and bur- 
dened, and I will give you rest. 2Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls, “For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light 


Lord of the Sabbath 

1 At that time Jesus went through the grain- 
fields on the Sabbath. His disciples were 

hungry and began to pick some heads of grain and 

eat them. 2When the Pharisees saw this, they said 

to him, “Look! Your disciples are doing what is 

unlawful on the Sabbath.” 

3He answered, “Haven't you read what David 
did when he and his companions were hungry? 
4He entered the house of God, and he and his 
companions ate the consecrated bread—which 
was not lawful for them to do, but only for the 
priests. SOr haven't you read in the Law that on 
the Sabbath the priests in the temple desecrate the 
day and yet are innocent? I tell you that one# 
greater than the temple is here. 7If you had known 
what these words mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacri- 
fice,’ you would not have condemned the inno- 
cent. 8For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” 

%Going on from that place, he went into their 
synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand 
was there. Looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, 
they asked him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sab- 
bath?” 

\!He said to them, “If any of you has a sheep 
and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not 
take hold of it and lift it out? 12How much more 
valuable is a man than a sheep! Therefore it is 
lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” 


11:20 Miracles Aren’t Enough 
Surprisingly, seeing supernatural miracles didn’t 
lead people to repent and follow Jesus’ teaching. 
Throughout his ministry, Jesus showed annoyance 
with crowds who flocked to see a popular leader 
do something supernatural. He wanted from them 
not applause, but commitment. Gradually, he 
relied more and more on parables, which, in 
private, he would explain to his disciples (see 
13:11-17). 


“6 Or something; also in verses 41 and42 —-*7 Hosea 6:6 


13Then he said to the 
hand.” So he stretched it out a 
restored, just as sound as the 
Pharisees went out and plotted 
kill Jesus, 
God’s Chosen Servant 
‘Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from 
Many followed him, and he healed all their sick, 
lowarning them not to tell who he was. !7This was. 
to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet 
Isaiah; ~ 
18Here is my servant whom I have chosen, 
the one I love, in whom | delight; 
I will put my Spirit on him, 
and he will proclaim justice to the nations, 
19He will not quarrel or cry out; 
no one will hear his voice in the streets. 
20A bruised reed he will not break, 
and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, 
till he leads justice to victory. 
In his name the nations will put their 
hope.” 


Jesus and Beelzebub 


2Then they brought him a demon- 
man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed 
him, so that he could both talk and see. All the 
people were astonished and said, “Could this be 
the Son of David?” 7 
- 24But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, 
“It is only by Beelzebub,4 the prince of demons, 
that this fellow drives out demons.” 

25Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, 
“Every kingdom divided against itself will be — 
ruined, and every city or household divided — 
against itself will not stand. 26If Satan drives out 
Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can 
his kingdom stand? 27And if drive out demons by 
Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive them 
out? So then, they will be your judges. 28But if 1 
drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the 
kingdom of God has come upon you. 

2“Or again, how can anyone enter a strong 
man’s house and carry off his possessions unless 
he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his 
house, 

30’’He who is not with me is against me, and he 
who does not gather with me scatters. 3!And so I 
tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven 


ral 


jor Dane ve bhnwplienny aaalct (he Opel will nat 
jv forgiven SAnyerne Wht epedee a word again 
ccot Man wlll be forgiven) Bal anyone whe 
poke agai Che Holy Get WHT nat be feegivet 
othe Hin thie age or 1h the ame te borne 
Make o tree gonel ane: (le (huTh will be gomd, an 
wake a tren Hal ariel (he Fruit will le bad, fora tree 
recognbeed by Ue fruih: MY¥ou brood of vipers, 
pooecnev ou who are evil aay Anything oad? Hor 
Hoorthe overflow of (he heact (he nieuth epemke, 
Hive good ruin being gone (hig OOF Ot the good 
fond ap tn hin and the evil man: Delige evil 
Ini out or he evibatoned ap ii hin, MutT tell 
Von that nen will hawe to give account on the day 
of judment for every cardleas word they have 
pokon Por by your wards you will be acquitted, 
sod by your worde you will be condemned,” 


hy 


The Sign of Jonah 
When some of The Pharinees and teachers of the 
low said to him, “Teacher, we want to pee a mire 

slows alee from you 
He answered, “A wieked and adulterous gen 
eration asks fora miraculous sige! But none will be 
wiven iLexcept (he sign of the prophet Jonah. “for 
mw Jonah wae three days and three nights in the 
belly of a huge fal, 90 the Son of Man will be three 
day and three night in the heart of the earth 
“The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judg- 
nent with this generation and condemn it, for they 
repented atthe preaching of Jonah, and now one# 
yreater than Jonah is here. @The Queen of the 
south will rise at the judgment with this genera- 
ion and condemn it for she came from the ends of 
the earth to listen to Solomon's wisdom, and now 

one greater than Solomon is here 

When an evil! spirit comes out of a man, it 
hrough arid places seeking rest and does not 
id it “Then it sa 1 will return to the house I 
left’ When it arrives, it finds the house unoc- 
cupied, swept clean and put in order. Then it 
goes and takes with it seven other spirits more 
wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. 
And the final condition of that man is worse than 
the first. That is how it will be with this wicked 


generation 


Jesus’ Mother and Brothers 


‘While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his 
mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to 
speak to him, 4’Someone told him, “Your mother 
and brothers are standing outside, wanting to 
peak to you.” 
‘He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and 
ho are my brothers?’ 4#Pointing to his disciples, 
he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. 
“For whoever does the will of my Fatherin heaven 
is my brother and sister and mother.” 


The Parable of the Sower 


i That same day Jesus went out of the house 

and sat by the lake, 2Such ‘large crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat 
‘nit, while all the people stood on the shore. 3Then 
he told them many things in parables, saying: “A 


because 


‘hukedt the planta, Pi 


soll, where it produced a 
thirty tires what wie werent 


and he will have an abundance. Whoever 
have, even what he has will be taken from 
This ie why | epenk to them in paratien: 


“Though , they do not see; 


though hearing, they do not hear or 
understand. 


i4In them is fulfilled the prophecy of leah: 
“You will be ever hearing but never 
indersta 


ui ~ 

you will be ever but never 
Por this ‘s heart has become 

they hardly hear with their ears, a 

bhp vere hin S a 
Otherwise they might see theireyes, 

hear with their ears, 

understand with their hearts > sham 
and turn, and | would heal them.“4 ai Sa 


‘But blessed are your eyes because they see, and 
your ears because they hear. !7For | tell you the — 
truth, many prophets and righteous men longed — 
to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear 
what you hear but did not hear it. we 

18”Listen then to what the parable of the sower — 
means: !/When anyone hears the message about 
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil 
one comes and snatches away what was sown in 
his heart. This is the seed sown the path. 
20The one who received the seed that fell on rocky 
places is the man who hears the word and at once 
receives it with joy. 2}But since he has no root, he 
lasts only a short time. When trouble or u 
tion comes because of the word, he quickly falls 
away. 22The one who received the seed that fell 
among the thorns is the man who hears the word, 
but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of 
wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 2But the one 
who received the seed that fell on good soil is the 
man who hears the onl eee 
produces a crop, yielding a sixty or thirty 
times what was sown.” a 


The Parable of the Weeds “ 


24Jesus told them another parable: “The king- 
dom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed 
in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his 


+ 
mething; also in verse 42 43 Greek unclean “47 Some manuscripts do not have verse 47.415 Isaiah 69,10 


MATTHEW 13:26 


enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, 
and went away. 25When the wheat sprouted and 
formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 
2’'The owner's servants came to him and said, 
‘Sir, didn’t you sow good séed in your field? 
Where then did the weeds come from?’ 

28" “An enemy did this,’ he replied. 

“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go 
and pull them up?’ 

2" "No, he answered, ‘because while you are 


Toe 


What Should a Leader Look Like? - 


vest. At that time I will tell 4 
collect the weeds and tie them 
burned; then gather the wheat and b 
barn.” 


The Parables of the Mustard Seed 
Yeast - ; 


| 
31He told them another parable: “The kingdom 


(5 R12 af F 


Not evéryone wanted Jesus’ kind of kingdom 


“Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they asked. “Isn’t this the 


carpenter's son?” 13:54-55 
Jessen leaders, such as 


confidence and power. A leader, they assume, 
an “image specialist” to learn how. Wherever thes 
and throngs of eager admirers follow in their waki 
Matthew depicts Jesus as a true leader—a king, 


residents and prime ministers, work hard to convey an imp! 
should look like a leader, and many of them hire 
Y 80, press agents, bodyguards, loyal assistants, 


e. 


ression.of 


in fact—but one who broke ster: , Jesus 


had undeniable power. He could quiet an angry storm and even walk on the surface of a lake. Yet 
he used that power compassionately, for the sake of others: to feed the hungry and heal the sick. 


He wasn’t concerned about a powerful image. 


A New Kind of Kingdom 


First-century Jews, who hated the Roman Em 
Jewish king. They rebelled often until a vengef 


sia AE 


pire, would have rallied eagerly around a bigs 
ul Roman general flattened Jerusalem in a.o. 70. The. 


kingdom Jesus presented, however, didn’t meet their expectations. 


At the be; 
(4:8-11), aa 


powerful leader ever, he spent his time telling stories, not raisin 


inning of his ministry, Jesus turned down a tempting offer of glory and territory 
he consistently bucked the pressures of the crowd. Although 


e was the most 
an army. As a true Messiah, he 


sought not to satisfy people’s false image of him, but to please iy 
In chapter 13, Matthew collects several of the stories Jesus told to describe his “kingdom of 


heaven”’—a phrase used 32 times in Matthew. Although Jesus never concisely defined the phrase, _ 


he gave many clues about the nature of his kingdom. 
belonging to it is worth selling everything a person owns. t 


The kingdom is so important, he said, that 


* 


Jesus said his kingdom doesn’t have geographical boundaries. Unlike, say, Greece or China or 
Spain, it can’t be charted on a map. Its followers live right amon 


their enemies, not sepa 
from them by a moat or a wall. Yet Jesus predicted that his kingdom would show remar le 
growth even in an evil environment bent on its destruction. i 


The Disciples Fail to Understand 


ith] 


The “kingdom of heaven” consists of the rule of God in the world. It’s made up of people of all 
races and from all nations who loyally follow God’s will on earth. Jesus stressed that this new 


kingdom was a major advance in God's 
the Baptist (11:11). 


plan: its least member, he said, is even greater than John 


The disciples, accustomed to more traditional images of power and leadership, couldn't a 


grasp Jesus’ concept of the kin; 
jockeyed vainly for status. 


As the days passed, the disciples became convinced that Jesus was “the Messiah, the Son 


igdom. They kept asking him to explain his parables even as they 


of the: 


Living God!” — Peter won warm praise for that assertion (16;17). But he received Jesus’ 


rebuke in the next scene when he recoiled from the idea that his leader might soon suffer 


die. 

The paradoxes of Jesus’ style of leadership deepened as he neared jerusalem, the. 
He alidwed one moment of public triumph, on the day we call Palm aera even | 
rode not a chariot or a stallion, but a donkey colt. And a few days later he left his 
enduring emblem: not a royal banner or a scepter, but an executioner’s cross: 


Life Questions: Could Jesus run for political office? What kind of leader do people v 


W 


{heaven is like a mustard seed, which aman took 
and planted in his field “Though it is the smallest 


ofall your seeds, yet when if grows, itis the largest 
of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and perch in its branches. 
He told them still another parable: ‘The king- 
dom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
; \toa large amount of flour until it worked 
, rough the dough.” ’ 
uijosus spoke all these things to the crowd in 
he did not say anything to them without 
using a parable, So was fulfilled what was 
poken through the prophet 


| will open my mouth in parables, 
| will utter things hidden since the creation 
of the world 


The Parable of the Weeds Explained 


’Then he left the crowd and went into the 
His disciples came to him and said, “Ex- 
» us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 
The one who sowed the good 
f Man. *The field-is the world, 
r ¢ good seed stands for the sons of the king- 
4 The weeds ure the sons of the evil one, Wand 
them is the devil. The har- 
is the end of the age, and the harvesters are 
angels 
As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the 
so it will be at the end of the age. 4!The Son of 
Man will send out his angels, and they will weed 
out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and 
ill who do evil. @They will throw them into the 
furnace, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. “Then the righteous will shine 
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father, He 
ho has ears, let him hear 


house 
lain t 
He answered 


the Son « 


the enemy who sows 


fiery 


he Parables of the Hidden Treasure and 
the Pearl 


4'The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hid- 
When a man found it, he hid it 
again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had 
and bought that field 

#5“ Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a mer- 
chant looking, for fine pearls. 4©When he found one 
he went away and sold everything 
he had and bought it 


The Parable of the Net 


Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
net that was let down into the lake and caught all 
kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen 
pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and 
collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the 
bad away. 49This is how it will be at the end of the 
age. The angels will come and separate the wicked 
from the righteous ¥and throw them into the fiery 

furnace, where there will be weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth 

51"Have you understood all these things?” Jesus 
asked 


den in a field 


of great value 


837 


the law who has been instructed about the king- — 
dom. of heaven is like the owner of a house who 
brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well 


as old.” er 
A Prophet Without Honor H&E, 
53When Jesus had finished these parables, he 
moved on from there. 4Coming to his hometown, 
he began teaching the people in their synagogue, 
and they were amazed. “Where did this man get 
this wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they 
asked. 55“Isn’t this the carpenter's son? Isn't his 
mother’s name Mary, and aren't his brothers 
James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? %Aren’t all his 
sisters with us? Where then did this man get all. 
these things?” 57And they took offense at him. 
But Jesus said to them, “Only in his hometown 
and in his own house is a prophet without honor.” 
58And he did not do many miracles there be- 
cause of their lack of faith. jae 


John the Baptist Beheaded hie 
1 At that time Herod the tetrarch the 
reports about Jesus, 2and he said to his at- 

tendants, ‘This is John the Baptist; he has risen 
from the dead! That is why miraculous powers are 
at work in him.” a Ae 

3Now Herod had arrested John and bound him 
and put him in prison because of Herodias, his 
brother Philip's wife, 4for John had been saying to 
him: “It is not lawful for you to have her.” 5Herod 
wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the 
people, because they considered him a prophet. 

6On Herod's birthday the daughter of Herodias 
danced for them and pleased Herod so much 7that 
he promised with an oath to give her whatever she 
asked. 8Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give 
me here ona platter the head of John the Baptist.” 
°The king was distressed, but because of his oaths 
and his dinner guests, he ordered that her request 
be granted and had John beheaded in the prison. 
\His head was brought in ona platter and given to 
the girl, who carried it to her mother. John’s 
disciples came and took his body and buried it. 
Then they went and told Jesus. 


Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand ; 
13When Jesus heard what had happened, he 


a 


> 


withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. — 


Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot 
from the towns. 14When Jesus landed and saw a 


13:57 No Respect at Home 

Jesus had opened his ministry at home in a 
synagogue, an occasion marked by.a near-riot. 
When he returned later, he aroused great curiosity 
but little belief. The townsfolk couldn’t fathom that 
one who'd been raised in their midst by a 
carpenter was now teaching like a rabbi and 
performing miracles. Jesus declined to display his © 
supernatural power for them, and quietly = 


"Yes," they replied withdrew. ; { is 
2He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of 
13 Greek three satas (probably about 1/2 bushel or 22 liters) 935 Psalm 78:2 
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large crowd, he had compassion on them and 
healed their sick. 
15As evening approached, the disciples came to 
him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s 
already getting late. Send the crowds away, so 
they can go to the villages and buy themselves 
some food.” 
isJesus replied, ‘They do not need to go away. 
You give them something to eat.” 
17We have here only five loaves of bread and 
two fish,” they answered. 
18“Bring them here to me,” he said. 1#And he 
directed the people to sit down on the grass. Tak- 
ing the five loaves and the two fish and looking up 
to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the 
loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the people. 2°They all ate 
and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up 
twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left 
over. 2!The number of those who ate was about 
five thousand men, besides women and children. 

Jesus Walks on the Water 

22[mmediately Jesus made the disciples get into 
the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, 
while he dismissed the crowd. After he had dis- 
missed them, he went up on a mountainside by 
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there 
alone, 24but the boat was already a considerable 
distance’ from land, buffeted by the waves be- 
cause the wind was against it. 

25During the fourth watch of the night Jesus 
went out to them, walking on the lake. 26>When the 
disciples saw him walking or the lake, they were 
terrified. ‘It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in 
fear. 

27But Jesus immediately said to them; “Take 
courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 

28Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to 

come to you on the water.” 

29"Come,”’ he said 

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on 
the water and came toward Jesus. 30But when he 
saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to 
sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me!” 

31I[mmediately Jesus reached out his hand and 
caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did 
you doubt?” 

32And when they climbed into the boat, the 
wind died down. 33Then those who were in the 
boat worshiped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the 
Son of God.” 

When they had crossed over, they landed at 
Gennesaret. %5And when the men of that place 
recognized Jesus, they sent word to all the sur- 
rounding country. People brought all their sick to 
him %and begged him to let the sick just touch the 
edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were 
healed 


Clean and Unclean 


1 Then some Pharisees and teachers of the 
law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and 
asked, 2’"Why do your disciples break the tradition 


#24 Greek many stadia 4 Exodus 20:12; Deut, 5:16 
°9 Isaiah 29:13 ‘14 Some manuscripts guides of the blind 
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4 Exodus 21:17; Lev. 20:9 


of the elders? They don’t 
they eat!” 

3Jesus replied, “And why do 
mand of God for the sake of your 
God said, ‘Honor your father and 
‘Anyone who curses his father or mother 
put to death.’ 5But you say that if a man 
his father or mother, ‘Whatever help you 
otherwise have received from me is a gift 7 
to God,’ She is not to ‘honor his fatheré’ with it, 
Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of 
your tradition. 7You hypocrites! Isaiah was right 
when he prophesied about you: 


8” ‘These people honor me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me. 
9They worship me in vain; 
their teachings are but rules taught by 
men,'¢” 
10Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen 
and understand. !!What goes into a man’s mouth 
does not make him ‘unclean,’ but what out 
of his mouth, that is what makes him ‘unclean,’ ” 
!2Then the disciples came to him and asked, 
“Do you know that the Pharisees were offended 
when they heard this?” 
13He replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Fa- 
ther has not planted will be pulled up by the roots. : 
l4Leave them; they are blind guides. If a blind 
man leads a blind man, both will fall into a pit.” : 
15Peter said, “Explain the parable to us.” 
16”Are you still so dull?’ Jesus asked them. 
17Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth 
goes into the stomach and then out of the body? 
18But the things that come out of the mouth come 
from the heart, and these make a man ‘unclean.’ 
19For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, 
adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, 
slander. 20These are what make a man ‘unclean’; 
but eating with unwashed hands does not make 
him ‘unclean,’ ” 


The Faith of the Canaanite Woman 


21Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the re~ 
gion of Tyre and Sidon, 2A Canaanite woman 
from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, 
Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is 
suffering terribly from demon-possession.”” 

23Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples 
came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for 
she keeps crying out after us.” 

24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost 
sheep of Israel.” 

2The woman came and knelt before him. 
“Lord, help me!” she said. 


15:1 Attacking Le; 
The Pharisees and eae 6 Seto 
their own strict traditions as binding as Old 


Testament law. In this bay sa out 
glaring inconsistencies in peatbenet poe Ca 


“6 Some manuscripts father or his mither 


e 


It is not right to take the chil: 
trreadd and tows it to thett dogs.’ 


He replied 
) 


Yes Lord.” she said, “but even the dogs eat 
ye Crumbs that fall from their masters’ table 
“Then leeus answered Woman, you have 
reat faith! Your request is granted And her 
taughter wash { from that very hour 


Jesus Feeds the Pour Thousand 


joaue felt there and went along the Sea of Gali- 
Then he went up on a mountainside and sat 

WOreat crowds came to him, bringing the 
the blind, the crippled, the mute and many 
them at his feet; and he healed 


rd | 


mn The py © Were amazed when they saw 
mute speaking, the crippled made well, the 
lame walking and the blind seeing. And they 
praised the God of Israel 
Vlesus called his disciples to him and said, “T 


mpassion for these people; they have al- 

eon with me three days and have nothing 

do not want to send them away hungry, or 
collapse on the way 


eat 


‘His disciples answered, “Where could we get 


enough bread in this remote place to feed such a 
rowd 

‘How many loaves do you have?” Jesus 
asked 

Seven,” they replied, “and a few small fish.” 


He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. 
’Then he took the seven loaves and the fish, and 
when he had given thanks, he broke them and 
ave them to the disciples, and they in turn to the 
eople. “They all ate and were satisfied. After- 
vard the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of 
roken pieces that were left over. 38The number of 
e who ate was four thousand, besides women 

hildren. 38After Jesus had sent the crowd 

he got into the boat and went to the vicinity 
Magadan 


k 
und 


The Demand for a Sign 
1 The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus 
and tested him by asking him to show them 
1 sign from heaven 
He replied,7 “When evening comes, you say, 
ll be fair weather, for the sky is red,’ 3and in 
\orning, ‘Today it will be stormy, for the sky is 
ed and overcast.’ You know how to interpret the 
ippearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret 
the signs of the times. 4A wicked and adulterous 
generation looks for a miraculous sign, but none 
vill be given it except the sign of Jonah.” Jesus 
ven left them and went away. 


The Yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees 


When they went across the lake, the disciples 
forgot to take bread. 6’Be careful,” Jesus said to 
them, “Be on your guard against the yeast of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees.” 

"They discussed this among themselves and 
aid, “It is because we didn’t bring any bread.” 

4Awareof their discussion, Jesus asked, “You of 
ittle faith, why are you talking among yourselves 
418 Or hell 18 Or not prove stronger than it 


rock 


Some early manuscripts do not have the rest of verse 2 and all of verse 3. 
/19 Or have been 


about having no bread? "Do you still not under-— 
stand? Don’t you remember the five loaves for the 
five thousand, and how many basketfuls you gath-— 
ered? !Or the seven loaves ‘4 the four thousand, — 
and how many basketfuls you gathered? !!How is 
it you don’t understand that I was not talking to 
you about bread? But be on your guard against the 
yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” Then 
they understood that he was not telling them to 
guard against the yeast used in bread, but against 
the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 


Peter's Confession of Christ 


\3When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say the Son of Man is?” 

‘They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; oth- 
ers say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets.” 

15But what about you?” he asked, “Who do ~ 
you say I am?” 

16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” 

\7Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but 
by my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you that you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of Hades¢ will not overcome it.¢ 191 
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will bef bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will bef 
loosed in heaven.” 20Then he warned his disciples 
not to tell anyone that he was the Christ. 


Jesus Predicts His Death 


21From that time on Jesus began to explain to his 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 
many things at the hands of the elders, chief 
priests and teachers of the law, and that he must 
be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
“Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen 
to you!” 

23Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind 
me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do 
not have in mind the things of God, but the things 
of men.” 

24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone 
would come after me, he must deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me. For whoever 


16:16 Peter’s Highs and Lows 
The disciple Peter earned a reputation for 
impulsiveness, and this chapter shows him at his 
very best and very worst. He won highest praise 
for discerning Jesus’ true but in the very 
next scene he made one of his blunders, He 
wanted Jesus to avoid pain, not understanding 

the pain of the cross would bring salvation to the 
whole world. 


16 Or Messiah; also in verse 20 «18 Peter means 
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wants to save his lifes will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for me will find it. 26What good will it 
be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet 
forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in ex- 
change for his soul? 27For the Son of Man is going 
to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and 
then he will reward each person according to what 
he has done. 251 tell you the truth, some who. are 
standing here will not taste death before they see 
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 


The Transfiguration 


17 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, 

James and John the brother of James, and 
led them up a high mountain by themselves. 
There he was transfigured before them. His face 
shone like the sun, and his clothes became as 
white as the light. 3Just then there appeared before 
them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus 

+Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be 
here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one 
for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

5While he was still speaking, a bright cloud en- 
veloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, 

This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased. Listen to him!” 

6When the disciples heard this, they fell face- 
down to the ground, terrified. 7But Jesus came and 
touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be 
afraid.” When they looked up, they saw no one 
except Jesus. 

%As they were coming down the mountain, 
Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what 
you have seen, until the Son of Man has been 
raised from the dead.” 

i0The disciples asked him, “Why then do the 
teachers of the law say that Elijah must come 
first?” 

Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and 
will restore all things. !2But I tell you, Elijah has 
already come, and they did not recognize him, but 
have done to him everything they wished. In the 
same way the Son of Manis going to suffer at their 
hands.” 13Then the disciples understood that he 
was talking to them about John the Baptist. 


The Healing of a Boy With a Demon 


When they came to the crowd, a man ap- 
proached Jesus and knelt before him. 15”Lord, 
have mercy on my son,” he said. “He has seizures 
and is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire 


17:5 An Unforgettable 
Experience 

Three of Jesus’ disciples had the opportunity to 
observe this dramatic scene of God's approving of 
his Son Jesus. Moses, the first great lawgiver, and 
Elijah, the first great prophet, appeared with Jesus, 
and God spoke from heaven. The apostle Peter 
described the impact of this experience in 2 Peter 
1:16-18. 


The Greek word means either life or soul; also in verse 26, 
prayer and fasting (24 Greek the two drachmas 
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or into the water, 161 brou 
but they could not heal him,’ 
17°Q unbelieving and 
Jesus replied, “how long 
How long shall I put up: 
here to me.” 18Jesus rebuked 
came out of the boy, and he 
moment. 
19Then the disciples‘ame to 
asked, ‘“‘Why couldn't we drive 
20He replied, “Because you have so 
tell you the truth, if you have faith as $1 
mustard seed, you can say to. this. m n 
‘Move from here to there’ and it will move. 


ingy will be impossible for youl 
‘When they came together in Galilee, he said . 
them, “The Son of Manis going to be betrayed 
the hands of men. 2'They will kill him, and. 
third day he will be raised to life.” And the. 
ples were filled with grief. te 
The Temple Tax ‘cava bn . 
26After Jesus and his disciples sravadiiniGaperyy | 
naum, the collectors of the 
to Peter and asked, ‘‘Doesn’' t your teacher pa 
temple tax?” \ownet 
25”Yes, he does,” he replied. ~ Woh 
When Peter came into the house, Jesus was 
first to speak. “What do you think, Simon?’ he 
asked. “From whom do. the kings of the earth — 
collect duty and pi glslenased own sons or 
from others?” + ee ay 
26From others,’ Peter a answ A o'r 
“Then the sons are exempt,” Jesus 
27’’But so that we may not offend them, 
lake and throw out your line, Take the first fish 
you catch; open its mouth and you will find a four- 
drachma coin. Take itand oN spiiahineabes se 
and yours,” . 
The Greatest in the Kingdom ofHeaven 
1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and 
asked, “‘Who is the seoafeaiin the 
of heaven?” , 
2He called a little child and had 
among them, 3And he said: “1 
unless you change and become like tie 
you will never enter the kingdom of a 
‘Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
5And whoever welcomes a little. noe oes 
in my name welcomes me. But if anyone c 
one of these little ones who believe in m 
would be better for him to have a large mi 
hung around his neck and to gt: drowne 
depths of the sea. re ie 
7’Woe to the world the ¢) 
cause people to sin! Such things must come, | 
woe to the man through whom they come! #lf y 
hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut 
throw it away. It is better for you 
maimed or crippled than to haye two! 
feet and be thrown into eternal, fire. % 
eye causes you to sin, gouge it o 


"20 Some manuscripts you. *!But Unis 


‘ 


away, [ele better for you to enter tite: om 
than to have two eyes and be thrown nts a hee all that Daee 
of hell eat ? 
The Parable of the Lout Sheep “hs 
See that you do not look dewn on one of 
these litte ones, For 1 tell you that their in 
heaven always see the face of my BF, i) 
heaven 
2"What do you think? Ifa man owne «hundred 
sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not 
leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to locke for 
the one that wandered off? “And if he finds i, 1 
tell you the truth, he is happier about that one 
sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wane 
der off, !4In the same way your Father in heaven ie 
not willing that any of these little ones should be 
lost 
A Brother Who Sins Against You 
Iw’If your brother sing against yous and 
show him his fault, just between the two of you If — 
he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 
loBul if he will not listen, take one or two others 
along, so that ‘every matter may be established by 
the testimony of two or three witnesses.’¢ 171f he 
refuses to listen to them, tell itto the church; and if 
he refuses to listen even to the church, treat himas: 
you would a pagan or a tax collector. 
181 tell you the truth, whatever you bind on 
earth will bed bound in heaven, and whatever you 
louse on earth will be4 loosed in heaven. 
19” Again, | tell you that if two of you on earth 
agree about anything you ask for, it will be done 
for you by my Father in heaven. *For where two 
or three come together in my name, there am I 
with them.” 


The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant 


21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, 
how many times shall I forgive my brother when 
he sins*against me? Up to seven times?” , 

2Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, 
but seventy-seven times.* 

23’Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
king who wanted to settle accounts with his ser- 
vants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who 
owed him ten thousand talents! was brought to 
him. 25Since he was not able to pay, the master 


TT 
18:23 Matthew’s Interest in 


Money , 
Just as Luke, a doctor, gives more descriptive 
accounts of physical healings, Matthew, a former tiont 

tax collector, highlights stories about money- This: - 
story in chapter 18, as well as others in chapters memy 
and 25, appears only in Matthew's Gospel. = 
Significantly, the former tax collector records 
Jesus’ strongest words on treatment of the poor — 
and needy. : 
——— 
410 Some manuscripts heaven. The Son of Mam came 

(16 Deut. 1915 418 Orhaveteer #22 Or seventy 
dollars hg Gen. 127 '5 Gen. 228 
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kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this 
should accept it.” 


The Little Children and Jesus 


13Then little children were brought to Jesus for 
him to place his hands on them and pray for them. 
But the disciples rebuked those who brought 
them. 

14Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, 
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.” }5When he had 


placed his hands on them, he 


The Rich Young Man 
‘*Now a man came up to jesus 
Teacher what good thing must I do to 
life?” 
17’Why do you ask me about what is 
Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If _ 
you want to enter life, obey the commandments.” 
18”Which ones?” the man inquired. 
Jesus replied, “ ‘Do not murder, do not commit: 
adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, 


[INSIGHT 


Out to Destroy Jesus 
Jesus confronts his enemies 


When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about them. 
They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd. 21:45-46 


Tee mere birth of Jesus had threatened King Herod so much that he had ordered a bloody 
slaughter of boy babies, The pattern of opposition continued. Early on, jesus openly predicted 


What Did Jesus Have Against the Pharisees? 
Students of history have often puzzled over why Jesus lashed out so strongly at one Jewish sect, 


the Pharisees—a group the New Testament mentions 100 times. At first ce, they seem like 
people Jesus should have liked. They were the most religious people of the day. More than any 
other group, they strove to follow the letter of the Old Testament law. Their very name, meaning 


“separatists,” hinted at their desire to rise above normal behavior. 3 
Pharisees were legalists: besides unduly focusing on minute details of the law, they embellished 
it with their own strict traditions. For example, a person could ride a donkey without the 


Sabbath rules, but if he carried a switch to speed up the animal, he would be guilty of laying a 


‘© a beggar on the Sabbath only if the beggar stuck his hand inside the 
hat he needn’t reach outside. A woman couldn’t look in the mirror on 


burden on it. 

A Pharisee could give t 
home of the Pharisee so t! 
the Sabbath—she might see a gray hair and be tempted to pull it out. 

Matthew 23 records Jesus’ eloquent verdict on the Pharisees. He scored them for proud 
and cliquish and petty, and for refusing to admit their wrongs. External, showy forms of 4 
he said, tend to divert attention away from a person’s inner attitude toward God and other 


people. 


Are There Pharisees Now? 
As he entered into the last weeks of his life on earth, Jesus polarized people. He boldly 


contrasted his own teaching with that of his opponents. In addition, he warned his followers 
about what to expect after Ris death. Opposition from enemies like the Pharisees wouldn't fade 
away when he departed. Rather, it would crescendo until the day of final judgment. 

sees as an example of legalism carried to an extreme. But he wasn’t — 


Jesus singled out the Phari 
ainst an ancient Jewish sect. His words describe istent tendencies of human 


talking merely a persistent 
beings, then Ya now. The errors he mentioned have characterized the church throughout its 
II battle against pride and intolerance and a religion based on works. — eee 


history. Christians sti 
Life Questions; Jesus describes characteristics of Pharisees in the first century. But what about our own 


time? What Pharisee-like qualities exist in your church? In you? ¥ . 


jonor your father and mother,’* and ‘love your 
neighbor as yourself,“ 
All these I have kept,” the young man said. 

What do I still lack?” 

ijesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, 
sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 
me 
When the young man heard this, he went 
,y sad, because he had great wealth. 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you the 
truth, it is hard fora rich man to enter the kingdom 
of heaven. 24Again | tell you, itis easier for a camel 

through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
to enter the kingdom of God.” 

‘When the disciples heard this, they were 
greatly astonished and asked, “Who then can be 
saved? 

Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this 
is impossible, but with God all things are possi- 
ble 

»”Peter answered him, “We have left everything 
to follow you! What then will there be for us?” 

#Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, at the 
renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on 
his glorious throne, you who have followed me 
will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 2%And everyone who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother 
or children or fields for my sake will receive a 
hundred times as much and will inherit eternal 
life. ®But many who are first will be last, and many 
who are last will be first. 


The Parable of the Workers in the 


Vineyard 

20 For the kingdom of heaven is like a land- 
owner who went out early in the morning to 

hire men to work in his vineyard. He agreed to 

pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into 

his vineyard. 

About the third hour he went out and saw 
others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 
‘He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vine- 
yard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5So 
they went. 

He went out again about the sixth hour and the 
ninth hour and did the same thing. 6About the 
eleventh hour he went out and found still others 

tanding around. He asked them, ‘Why have you 
been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 

7 ‘Because no one has hired us,’ they an- 
wered. 

He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my 
vineyard.’ 

s”When evening came, the owner of the vine- 
vard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay 
them their wages, beginning with the last ones 
hired and going on to the first.’ 

°”'The workers who were hired about the elev- 
enth hour came and each received a denarius. 10S0 
when those came who were hired first, they ex- 
pected to receive more. But each one of them also 
received a denarius. !!When they received it, they 


*19 Lev. 19:18 


to go 


+19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deut. 5:16-20 


for a denarius? “Take your pay an 1 
sive thesten whoonss heel Mi Mialogs raped 


last.” 
Jesus Again Predicts His Death 

17Now as Jesus was going up fo Jerusalem, 
took tie orcire dacs sulle aa aie mee 
18We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of 
Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law. They will condemn him to 
death %and will turn him over to the Gentiles tobe 
mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third 
day he will be raised to life!” 


A Mother's Request 


2Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to 
Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a 
favor of him. 

21’"What is it you want?” he asked. 

She said, ‘Grant that one of these two sons 
mine may sit at your right and the other at your left 
tri: ” 


your kingdom. 

2’You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus 
said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to 
drink?” 

“We can,” they answered. 

ZJesus said to them, “You will indeed drink 
from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for 
me to grant. These places belong to those for 
whom they have been prepared by my Father.” 

24When the ten heard about this, they were in- 
dignant with the two brothers. SJesus called them 
together and said, “You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials 
exercise authority over them. 2SNot so with you. 
Instead, whoever wants to become great among 
you must be your servant, Zand whoever wants to 
be first must be your slave— 2just as the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Two Blind Men Receive Sight 

DAs Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jeri- 
cho, a large crowd followed him. “Two blind men 
were sitting by the roadside, and when they heard 
that Jesus was going by, they shouted, “Lord, Son 
of David, have mercy on us!” 

31The crowd rebuked them and told them to be 
quiet, but they shouted all the !ouder, “Lord, Son 
of David, have mercy on ust” 

Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you 
want me to do for you?” he asked. @ 
33”Lord,” they “we want our sight. 
Jesus had compassion on them and touched 


«29 Some manuscripts mother or wife 
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their eyes. Immediately they received their sight 

and followed him. 

The Triumphal Entry 

2 1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to 
Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go to the 

village ahead of you, and at once you will find a 

d there, with her colt by her. Untie them 

em to me. 3If anyone says anything to 

that the Lord needs them, and he will 


took place to fulfill what was spoken * 
the prophet: 


Say to the Daughter of Zion, 

your king comes to you, 

d riding on a donkey, 

it, the foal of a donkey.’ “# 


re 


sciples went and did as Jesus had in- 
em. 7They brought the donkey and the 
d their cloaks on them, and Jesus saton 
ery large crowd spread their cloaks on 
ers cut branches from the trees 
em on the road. 9The crowds that 
him and those that followed shout- 


to the Son of David!” 
who comes in the name of the 
Hosanna? in the highest!” 


n Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city 
and asked, “Who is this?” 

wds answered, “This is Jesus, the 
1 Nazareth in Galilee.” 


Jesus at the Temple 

ntered the temple area and drove out all 
ng and selling there. He overturned 
e money changers and the benches 
ng doves. 13"It is written,” he said to 
My house will be called a house of 
4 but you are making it a ‘den of rob- 


blind and the lame came to him at the 
and he healed them. !5But when the chief 
and the teachers of the law saw the won- 
hings he did and the children shouting in 


_————— 
21:12 Drastic Action at the 


Temple 

In Jesus’ day, activities at the temple, supposedly 
the center for worship of God, had taken ona 
commercial cast. Merchants sold sacrificial animals 
to pilgrims and foreigners at inflated prices. The 
system was designed more for profit than for true 
worship. Jesus responded first by aggressively 
turning out these “robbers,” and then by turning 
his attention to the people with real needs, the 
blind and the lame. 

———_—_ ST 
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*9 A Hebrew expression meaning “Save!” which became an exclamation of praise; also in verse 15 2) = 
ree a 


the temple area, “Hosanna | 


* they were indignant. 


16’"Do you hear what 
they asked him. 

“Yes,” replied Jesus, “have 
“From the lips of children ar y 
you have ordained praise??”, 


17And he left them and went out of the 
Bethany, where he:spent the night, 
re arta | 


The Fig Tree Withers 4 bate sie 
i8Early in the morning, as he was on és waste 
back to the city, he was hungry. !9Seeing.a fig tree - 
by the road, he went up to it but found nothing on 
itexcept leaves. Then he said to it, ‘May younever 
bear fruit again!” Immediately the tree withered. — 
2When the disciples saw this, they were 
arnazed. “How did the fig tree wither so quickly?” 
they asked. ; 
2iJesus replied, ‘I tell you the truth, if you have 
faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what 
was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this — 
mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’andit ~ 
will be done. 2If you believe, you will receive 
whatever you ask for in prayer.” veil Weel 


The Authority of Jesus Questioned’ 


Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he 
was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him. “By what authority are you~ 
doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave 
you this authority?” ite 

24Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one ques- 
tion. If you answer me, I will tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. John’s 
baptism—where did it come from? Was it from 
heaven, or from men?” aS 

They discussed it among themselves and said, 
“Tf we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why 
didn’t you believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From 
men’—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold ~ 
that John was a prophet.” " 

2750 they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 

Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what — 
authority I am doing these things. 


The Parable of the Two Sons ot 


28What do you think? There was a man who: 
had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, — 
go and work today in the vineyard.’ — yom 
21 will not,’ he answered, but later he 
changed his mind and went. pa 
30’’Then the father went to the other son and 
said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but 
he did not go. , 
31”Which of the two did what his father pss 
ed?” nye 
"The first,” they answered. aw 
Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are entering prt 
di 


dom of God ahead of you, For John sno a 
a 


to show you the way of righteousness, and 
not’believe him, but the tax collectors and 
ae 


ites did. And even after you saw this, you did 
+ repent and believe him. 


he Parable of the Tenants 


wner Who planted a vineyard. He put a wall 
yund it, dug a winepress in it and built a watch- 
wer. Then he rented the vineyard to some farm= 
s and went away on a journey. 4When the har- 
est time approached, he sent his servants to the 
tenants to collect his fruit 
“The tenants seized his servants; they beat 
one, killed another, and stoned a third. *Then he 
other servants to them, more than the first 
the tenants treated them the same way. 
|, he sent his son to them. ‘They will 
pect my son," he said. 
But when the tenants Saw the son, they said 
ach other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him 
i take his inheritance.’ So they took him and 
y him out of the vineyard and killed him, 
Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard 
what will he do to those tenants?” 2 
He will bring those wretches to a wretched 
they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard 
jer tenants, who will give him his share of the 
at harvest time.” 
jesus said to them, “Have you never read in 
mptures. 


The stone the builders rejected 
has become the capstone4; 
the Lord has done this, 
and it is marvelous in our eyes? 
43”"Therefore | tell you that the kingdom of God 
will be taken away from you and given to a people 
who will produce its fruit. #He who falls on this 
e will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it 
lis will be crushiede’’* 

‘5When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard 
Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about 
them. They looked for a way to arrest him, but 
they were afraid of the crowd because the people 
held that he was a prophet. 


The Parable of the Wedding Banquet 


2 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, say- 
ing: 2’ The kingdom of heaven is like a king 
who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3He 
sent his servants to those who had been inyited to 
the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused 
to come. 
4’Then he sent some more servants and said, 
Tell those who have been invited that I have pre- 
pared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have 
been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to 
the wedding banquet.’ 
5“But they paid no attention and went off—one 
to his field, another to. his business. *The rest 
<eizad his servants, mistreated them and killed 
them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his army 
and destroyed those murderers and burned their 


city 4 
"Then he said to his servants, The wedding 


«42 Or cornerstone 42 Psalm 1182223 


Listen to another parable: There was a land- — 


44 Some manuscripts do not have verse 4. 


brought him a denarius, 
“Whose portrait is this? And whose 


must marry 
25Now there were seven brothers. 


them were married to her?” _ vt 


S*Jecus replied, “You are in error because you do ’ 
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not know the Scriptures or the power of God. ®At 
the resurrection people will neither marry nor be 


given in marriage; they will be like the angels in” 


heaven, 3!But about the resurrection of the dead— 
have you not read what God said to you, 321 am 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but 
of the living.” 

33When the crowds heard this, they were aston- 
ished at his teaching. 


The Greatest Commandment 
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sad- 
ducees, the Pharisees got together. 5One of them, 
an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 
%"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment 
in the Law?” 
37Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.’> 8This is the first and greatest com- 
mandment. 39And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ 40All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 
Whose Son Is the Christ? . 
41While the Pharisees were gathered together, 
Jesus asked them, 42’What do you think about the 
Christ4? Whose son is he?” 
“The son of David,” they replied. 
43He said to them, “How is it then that David, 
speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’? For he 
says, 
44“ ‘The Lord said to my Lord: 
“Sit at my right hand 
until | put your enemies 
under your feet.” “¢ 


451f then David calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his 
son?” 46No one could say a word in reply, and 
from that day on no one dared to ask him any more 
questions. 


Seven Woes 


23 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his 
disciples: 2’The teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3So0 you must obey 
them and do everything they tell you. But do not 
do what they do, for they do not practice what 
they preach. 4They tie up heavy loads and put 
them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are 
not willing to lift a finger to move them. 
5“Everything they do is done for men to see: 
They make their phylacteriesf wide and the tas- 
sels on their garments long; 6they love the place of 
honor at banquets and the most important seats in 
the synagogues; 7they love to be greeted in the 
marketplaces and to have men call them ‘Rabbi.’ 
8But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you 
have only one Master and you are all brothers. 
9And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you 
have one Father, and he is in heaven. !0Nor are 
you to be called ‘teacher,’ for you have one 
Teacher, the Christ.4 The greatest among you 


#32 Exodus 3:6 37 Deut. 6:5 
Scripture verses, worn on forehead and arm 


£39 Lev, 19:18 


wil be bled: and’ whctgees 
humbled, an whoever, 
will be exalted, 

13’Woe to you, teachers of and Phari- 
sees, you hypocrites! You shut "he Kingdom of 
heaven in men’s faces. You yourselves do not en- 
ter, nor will you let those enter who are: 

15Woe to you, teachers of the law 
sees, you hypocrites! You travel over landing seu t 
to win a single convert, and when he becomes one, 
you make him twice as much a son of hell as you 
are. 

16“"Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone 
swears by the temple, it means nothing; but if 
anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is 
bound by his oath.’ 17You blind fools! Which is 
greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the 
sacred? 18You also say, ‘If anyone swears by the 
altar, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the 
gift on it, he is bound by his oath.’ 19You blind 
men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that 
makes the gift sacred? Therefore, he who swears 
by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 
21And he who swears by the temple swears by it 
and by the one who dwells in it. 2And he who 
swears by heaven swears by God’s throne and by 
the one who sits on it. P 

23”Woe to you, teachers of the law and Phari- 
sees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your 
spices—mint, dill and cummin. But you have ne- 
glected the more important matters of the law— 
justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have 
practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 
24You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swal- 
low a camel. 

25Woe to you, teachers of the law and Phari- 
sees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the 
cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and 
self-indulgence. 26Blind Pharisee! First clean the 
inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside 
also will be clean. 

27”Woe to you, teachers of the law and Phari- 
sees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed 
tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on 
the inside are full of dead men’s bones and every- 
thing unclean. 28In the same way, on the outside 
you appear to people as righteous but on the inside 
you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. 

29Woe to you, teachers of the law and Phari- 
sees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for the 
prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 
%And you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our 
forefathers, we would not have taken part with 
them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 31So 
you testify against yourselves that you are the de- 
scendants of those who murdered the prophets. 
32Fill up, then, the measure of the sin of your 
forefathers! 

33’”’You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will 
you escape being condemned to hell? 4Therefore I 
am sending you prophets and wise men and teach- 
ers. Some of them you will kill and crucify; others 


you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from. 


442,10 OrMessiah 44 Psalm 10:1 15 That, Noss 
£13 Some manuscripts to. Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 


You devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Therefore you will be punished more severely. ‘ 


— 


- 

847 MATTHEW 24:43 
town to town, MAnd so upon you willcomeall the believe it, “For false Christe and false prophets 
righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from will appear and perform great alums and miracles 
the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechas to deceive even the elect—if were posnible. 
riah son of Be sh, whom you murdered be — 2See, | have told you ahead of time. $ 
tween the temple and the altar, I tell you the 2”So if anyone tells you, ‘There he in, inthe 
truth, all this will come upon this generation, desert,” do not go out; or, ‘Here he is, in the inner 


wee) Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the 
prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I 
have longed to gather your children together, as a 
hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you 
were not willing. “Look, your house is left to you 
olate. “For I tell you, you will not see me again 
il you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the 


name of the Lord.’a’ 
Signs of the End of the Age 

4 Jesus left the temple and was walking away 
2 when his disciples came up to him to call his 
attention to its buildings. 2“Do you see all these 


things?” he asked. “I tell you the truth, not one 
stone here will be left on another; every one will be 
thrown down.” 

‘As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the 
disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they 
said, ‘when will this happen, and what will be the 
sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 

‘Jesus answered: ‘Watch out that no one de- 


ceives you. 5For many will come in my name, 
claiming, ‘I am the Christ,” and will deceive 
many. You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, 
but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things 


must happen, but the end is still to come. 7Nation 
will rise against nation, and kingdom against king- 
dom. There will be famines and earthquakes in 
various places. 5All these are the beginning of birth 
pains 
Then you will be handed over to be perse- 
cuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all 
nations because of me. !0At that time many will 
turn away irom the faith and will betray and hate 
each other, !!and many false prophets will appear 
and deceive many people. !2Because of the in- 
crease of wickedness, the love of most will grow 
cold, '3but he who stands firm to the end will be 
saved. !4And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come. 
15So when you see standing in the holy place 
‘the abomination that causes desolation,’¢ spoken 
of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader un- 
derstand—!¢then let those who are in Judea flee to 
the mountains. !7Let no one on the roof of his 
house go down to take anything out of the house. 
18Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 
19How dreadful it will be in those days for preg- 
nant women and nursing mothers! 20Pray that 
your flight will not take place in winter or on the 
Sabbath. 2!For then there will be great distress, 
unequaled from the beginning of the world until 
now—and never to be equaled again. If those 
.days had not been cut short, no one would sur- 
vive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be 
shortened. 23At that time if anyone says to you, 
‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not 


*S Or Messiah; also in verse 23 
436 Some manuscripts do not have nor the Son. 
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rooms,’ do not believe it. 2’For as that 
comes from the east is visible even in the west, so 
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 2\Wherever 
there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather. 

2#"Immediately after the distress of those days 


“ ‘the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light; 
the stars will fall from the sky, 
and the heavenly bodies will be shaken, 


At that time the sign of the Son of Man will 
appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth 
will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming > 
on the clouds of the sky, with power and great 
glory. And he will send his angels with a loud 
trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the 
on winds, from one end of the heavens to the 
other. 

"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree; As 
soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come 
out, you know that summer is near. NEven so, 
when you see all these things, you know that ite is 
near, right at the door. I tell you the truth, this 
generatiory will certainly not pass away until all 
these things have happened. 5Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but my words will never pass 
away. 


The Day and Hour Unknown 


3°No one knows about that day or hour, not 
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,’ but only 
the Father. 37As it was in the days of Noah, so it 
will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38For in the 
days before the flood, people were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to 
the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew 
nothing about what would happen until the flood 
came and took them all away. That is how it will be 
at the coming of the Son of Man. “Two men will be 
in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 
41Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; 
one will be taken and the other left. 

#2’Therefore keep watch, because you do not 
know on what day your Lord will come, “But 
understand this: If the owner of the house had 
known at what time of night the thief was coming, 
he would have kept watch and would not have let 


24:27 When Will Jesus Return? 
Matthew 24 records one of Jesus’ longest 
statements about the future. Jesus gives direct 
clues to events that will precede his second 
coming. But, notably, almost half the 

consists of warnings that no one can the 
precise time of his coming. 


429 Isaiah 13:10; 34:4 133 Or he 
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his house be broken into. 4So you also must be 
roady, because the Son of Man will come at an 
hour when you do not expect him, 

“Who then ts the faithtul and wise servant, 
whom the master has putin charge of the servants 
in his household to give them their food at the 
proper time? 46lt will be good for that servant 
whose master finds him doing so when he returns, 
WLtetl you the truth, he will put him in charge ofall 
his possessions. “But suppose that servant is 
wicked and says to himself, “My master is staying, 
away along time,’ “and he then begins to beat his 
fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunk- 
ards. “'The master of that servant will come ona 
day when he does not expect him and at an hour 
he is not aware of. 5UHe will cut him to pieces and 
assign him a place with the hypocrites, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, 


The Parable of the Ten Virgins 


2 5 At that time the kingdom of heaven will be 
like ten virgins who took their lamps and 
Went out to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them 
were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones 
took their lamps but did not take any oil with 
them. 4The wise, however, took oil in jars along 
with their lamps. SThe bridegroom was a long time 
in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell 
asleep: 

e“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here's the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him!” 

Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed 
their lamps. 8The foolish ones said to the wise, 
Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 

°“No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough 
for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell 
oil and buy some for yourselves.” 

10But while they were on their way to buy the 
oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were 
ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. 
And the door was shut. 

Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they 

said. ‘Open the door for us!” 

!2"But he replied, ‘1 tell you the truth, I don’t 

know you 

("Therefore keep watch, because you do not 

know the day or the hour. 


The Parable of the Talents 


14 Again, it will be like a man going on a jour- 
ney, who called his servants and entrusted his 
property to them. 15To one he gave five talents? of 
money, to another two talents, and to another one 
talent, each according to his ability. Then he went 
on his journey. !6The man who had received the 
five talents went at once and put his money to 
work and gained five more. 17So also, the one with 
the two talents gained two more. !8But the man 
who had received the one talent went off, dug a 
hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 

19 After a long time the master of those servants 
returned and settled accounts with them. The 
man who had received the five talents brought the 
other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me 


*15 A tajent wa» worth more than a thousand dollars, 


things; I will put 
Come and share p 
2The man with le 
‘Master,’ he said, ‘you: canoe 
ents; see, | have gained two more.’ ye 
"His master replied, _ pee 
faithful servant! You have been fai 
things; | will put you in el of 
Come and share your master’s happ 
4"Then the man who had eteae 
ent came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew y teat 
hard man, harvesting where you hay 
and gathering where you have not 
25So | was afraid and went out and | 
in the ground. See, here is ' tees 
26"His master replied, "You wicked, 
vant! So you knew that I fee where | have not 
sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? ¥ 
27Well then, you should have put my money on 
deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned — 
I would have received it back with interest. 9 
28" ‘Take the talent from him and give it to the _ 
one who has the ten talents. 2°For everyone who — 
has will be given more, and he will have an abun- 
dance. Whoever does not have, even what he has 
will be taken from him, %And throw that worth- 
less servant outside, into the darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 


ang 

The Sheep and the Goats.) 

31”"When the Son pera 
all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in 
heavenly glory. 32All the nations will be gathered 
before him, and he will separate the people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats. SHe will put the sheep Onitiszght 
and the goats on his left. 

3"Then the King will say to stoke in nist 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; te 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for 
since the creation of the world, 5For I ul 
and you gave me something to eat, I was 
and you gave me something to pet a 
stranger and you invited me in, %I ne 
and you clothed me, T was sick and yout 0 
after me, I was in prison and you came to visit 
37"Then the righteous will answer 
when did we see you hungry and feed yor 
thirsty and give you something to drink? % 
did we see you a stranger and invite 
needing clothes and clothe you? 393When 
see you sick or in prison and go to visit 

40’The King will reply, ‘I tell” you the trul 
whatever you did for one of the least of 
brothers of mine, you did for me.’ oy 

41Then he will say to those on his 
from me, you who are cursed, into tl 
prepared for the devil and his 
hungry and you gave me nothing. ti 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to dri 
stranger and. aes did not invite 


eon PIS 


clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and 


in prison and you did not look after me.” 
"They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we 


see you hungry or thirsty oF @ stranger or needing 
conties ot sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 
48"}1o will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever 
you did not do for one of the least of these, you did 
do for me ; 
mi Then they will go away to eternal punish- 
ment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 


The Plot Against Jesus 
When Jesus had finished saying all these 
2 things, he said to his disciples, 2“As you 
know, the Passover is two days away—and the 
Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.” 
[hen the chief priests and the elders of the 
people assembled in the palace of the high priest, 
whose name was Caiaphas, 4and they plotted to 
arrest Jesus in some sly way and kill him. “But not 
during the Feast,” they said, “or there may be a 
riot among the people.” 


Jesus Anointed at Bethany 


6While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a 
man known as Simon the Leper, 7a woman came 
to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive per- 
fume, which she poured on his head as he was 
reclining at the table. 

8When the disciples saw this, they were indig- 


nant. “Why this waste?” they asked "This 2 


fufne could have been sold at a high price and the 


wherever this gospel is preached throughout the 
world, what she has done will also be told, in 
memory of her.” 


Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 
\sThen one of the Twelve—the one called Judas 


to you?” So they counted out for him thirty silver 
coins. 16From then on Judas watched foran 
tunity to hand him over. - 


The Lord’s Supper 

170n the first day of the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 
“Where do you want us to make preparations for 
you to eat the Passover?” 

18He replied, “Go into the city to a certain’ man 
and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed 
time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover 
with my disciples at your house.’ ” 19So the disci- 


The Killing of a King | 
Arrest, trial, and execution 


‘What shall | do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?” Pilate asked. They all answered, “Crucify him!” 
27:22 
r spare, unadorned language the last three chapters of Matthew draw the deep ironies 
of Jesus’ life. From the first sentence, Matthew has stressed that Jesus is the Messiah, a true 
king. This Gospel is sometimes called the “royal” Gospel because it refers so many times to 
kingshi| 
But A the end of his life, the man whom wise men had crossed a continent to.worship was 
sold, like a slave, for thirty pieces of silver. Jesus got a royal robe and crown at last—but as a 
cruel, mocking joke. Blood from the wounds on his back clotted on the robe, and the crown of 
thorns streaked his face with more blood. 
A short time before, he had rebuked the religious leaders with accusations. But when they put 
him on the stand and accused him, his strong voice stayed mostly silent. 


Jesus’ Self-Defense 

Jesus’ enemies asked him two chief questions: “Are you the king of the Jews?” and “Are you 
the Messiah?” He answered with a simple “Yes, it is as you say,’ confirming the major themes 
woven throughout Matthew's book (27:11). Finally he was executed, with his “crime”—being a 
king—posted above his sagging body. 

Jesus was indeed a king, but not the kind of king le expected. Even his disciples, who had 


known Jesus intimately for three years, slipped away in doubt. 
The story, however, doesn’t end with the death scene in chapter 27. Good Friday would never 


have been called “good” without the miracle described next. The king came back! And the writer 
who opened his book by tracing Jesus’ Jewish roots ends it with Jesus stirring call to take the 


good news to all nations. 
Life Questions: The people who crucified Jesus—what did they hate in him? Is it the same today? 


—— 


MATTHEW 26:20 


ples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared 
the Passover, 
20When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the 
table with the Twelve. 2!And while they were eat- 
ing, he said, “I tell you the truth, one of you will 
betray me.” 
They were very sad and began to say to him 
one after the other, ‘Surely not [, Lord?’ 
23Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his 
hand into the bow! with me will betray me, 4The 
Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. 
But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! 
It would be better for him if he had not been born,” 
25Then Judas, the one who would betray him, 
said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” 
Jesus answered, ‘Yes, it is you.”’4 
26While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave 
thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.” 
27Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered 
it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. 28This 
is my blood of the? covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you, I 
will not drink of this fruit of the.vine from now on 
until that day when I drink it anew with you in my 
Father's kingdom.” 
#When they had sung a hymn, they went out to 
the Mount of Olives: 


Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial 


31Then Jesus told them, ‘This very night you 
will all fall away on account of me, for it is written: 


“1 will strike the shepherd, 
and the sheep of the flock will be 
scattered. ’¢ 


32But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into 
Galilee.” 

33Peter replied, ‘Even if all fall away on account 
of you, I never will.’” 

+4’T tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “this 
very night, before the rooster crows, you will dis- 
own me three times.” 

35But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with 
you, I will never disown you.” And all the other 
disciples said the same. 


Gethsemane 


36Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place 
called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here 
while I go over there and pray.” 37He took Peter 
and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and 
he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38Then he 
said to them, ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sor- 
row to the point of death. Stay here and keep 
watch with me.” 

39Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the 
ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, 
may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, 
but as you will.” 

40Then he returned to his disciples and found 
them sleeping. “Could you men not keep watch 
with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. 41Watch 


“25 Or “You yourself have said it” +28 Some manuscripts the new 


The spirit is willing, but the body is 


and pray so that you will not fall in 


24e went away a second time and c 
Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be 
away unless I drink it, may your will be done. 

“When he came back, he again found them 
sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. “Se he 
left them and went away once more and prayed 
the third time, saying the same thing. 

45Then he returned to the disciples and said to 


them, “Are you still sleeping and Look, 
the hour is near, and the Son of Man is 
into the hands of sinners. “Rise, let us go! 


comes my betrayer!”’ 


Jesus Arrested 


A7While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the 
Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd 
armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief 
priests and the elders of the people. 48Now the 
betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The 
one | kiss is the man; arrest him.” Going atonce — 
to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and 
kissed him. 

50Jesus replied, “Friend, do what you came 
for.""4 

Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus 
and arrested him. 5!With that, one of Jesus’ com- 
panions reached for his sword, drew it out and 
struck the servant of the high priest, cutting 
ear. 

52’Put your sword back in its place,”’ Jesus ‘ 
to him, ‘for all who draw the sword will die by ( 
sword, 53Do you think I cannot call on my Father, 
and he will at once put at my disposal more 
twelve legions of angels? 4But how then id 
the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen 
in this way?”’ 

55At that time Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I 
leading a rebellion, that you have come out with 
swords and clubs to capture me? Every day | satin 
the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest 
me. But this has all taken place that the writings 
of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the 
disciples deserted him and fled, 


Before the Sanhedrin 


57Those who had arrested Jesus took him to 
Caiaphas, the high priest, where the teachers of 
the law and the elders had assembled. *But Peter 
followed him at a distance, right up to the court- 


26:47 A Name Disgraced 

Judas (like Jesus) was a common name for Jewish 
men in those days; it is the Greek form of Judah, 
He came from a region called Judea, whereas all 
the other disciples came from Galilee. Yet he 
gained enough trust to be named the disciples’ 
treasurer. The Bible gives few details on Judas’s 
motive for betraying Jesus. He may have become 
disillusioned when Jesus didn’t his 
expectations of a powerful king and Messiah. 


450 Or “Friend, why have you come?” 


HM Zech. 13:7 
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Jhe bash priest said to him, Tohange you under 

wth by the living God) Tell us if you ave the 
Chnst« the Son of God." 

+ -Yes. tina you say,” Jesus replied, “Butt way 
to allot you: In the future you will see the Son of 
Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One 
rnd coming on the clouds of heaven," 

‘Then the high priest tore his clothes and sald, 
He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any 
more witne > Look, now you have heard the 
blasphemy. What do you think?” 

He is worthy of death,” they answered 

© Then they spit in his face and struck him with 
their fists. Others slapped him Sand sald, 
Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit you?” 


Peter Disowns Jesus 

Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, 
and a servant girl came to him. “You also were 
with Jesus of Galilee,” she said 

But he denied it before them all, “I don’t know 
what you're talking about,"’ he said 

'Then he went out to the gateway, where an- 
other girl saw him and said to the people there, 

This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

“He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t 
know the man!” 

After a little while, those standing there went 
up to Peter and said, ‘Surely you are one of them, 
for your accent gives you away.” 

“Then he began to call down curses on himself 
and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!’’ 

Immediately a rooster crowed. Then Peter 
remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before 
the rooster crows, you will disown me three 
times.’’ And he went outside and wept bitterly. 


Judas Hangs Himself 
2 Early in the morning, all the chief priests 
and the elders of the people came to the 
decision to put Jesus to death. 27They bound him, 
led him away and handed him over to Pilate, the 
governor 
3When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that 
Jesus was condemned, he was seized with re- 
morse and returned the thirty silver coins to the 
chief priests and the elders. 4I have sinned,” he 
said, ‘‘for | have betrayed innocent blood.” 
“What is that to us?” they replied. “That's your 
responsibility.” 


#63 Or Messiah; also in verse 68 


and MATTHEW 27;29° 
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Jenun Before Pilate 

Meanwhile Jesus stood before the qi 
and the Reverie asked him, “Are you om 
the Jewn?” 


“Yen, itn as you say,” Jesus replied. 

“When he was accused by the chief pueete and 
the *AGhi he save no tne rey asked 
him, “Don't you hear the testimony are bring: 
ing against you?’ MBut Jesus made no reply, not 
even toa single charge=«to the great amazement of 
the governor, 

|5Now it was the governor's custom at the Feast 
to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. At that 
time they had a notorious dicated called Barab- 
bas. So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate 
asked them, Which one do you want me to re- 
lease to you: Barabbas, or who is called 
Christ?” 14For he knew it was out of envy that they 
had handed Jesus over to him, a 

'9While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his 
wife sent him this message: “Don’t have 
to do with that innocent man, for | have suffered a 
great deal today in a dream because of him.” 

20But the chief priests and the elders 
the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus 
executed, y 

21”Which of the two.do you want me to release 
to you?” asked the governor. 

“Barabbas,” they answered. 

22”What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is 
called Christ?” Pilate asked. 

They all answered, “Crucify him!” 

23Why? What crime has he committed?” asked 
Pilate, 

But they shouted all the louder, ““Crucify him!” 

24When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, 
but that instead an uproar was starting, he took 
water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. 
“Tam innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is 
your responsibility!” 

25All the people answered, “Let his blood be on 
us and on our children!’ 

26Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had 
Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be cruci- 
fied. , 

The Soldiers Mock Jesus 

27Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into 

the Praetorium and gathered the whole company 


of soldiers around him. 28They stripped him and 
put a scarlet robe on him, and then twisted to- 


d 


$10 See Zech. 11:12,13; Jer, 19:1-13; 32:6-9 


MATTHEW 27:30 


gether a crown of thorns and set it on his head. 
They puta staff in his right hand and knelt in front 
of him and mocked him, “Hail, king of the Jews!" 
they said. “They spit on him, and took the staff 
and struck him on the head again and again, 31Af- 
ter they had mocked him, they took off the robe 
and put his own clothes on him, Then they led him 
away to crucify him 


852 


The Crucifixion 
“As they were going out, they met a man from 
Cyrene, named Simon, and they forced him to 
carry the cross. They came to a place called Gol- 
gotha (which means The Place of the Skull), 
MThere they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed 
with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it, 
SWhen they had cruc d him, they divided up 
his clothes by casting lots.¢ 3And sitting down, 
they kept watch over him there. 37Above his head 
they placed the written charge against him: THIS 15 
JESUS, THE KING OF THE yews. 38Two robbers were 
crucified with him, one on his right and one on his 
left. “Those who passed by hurled insults at him, 
shaking their heads “and saying, ‘You who are 
going to destroy the temple and build it in three 
days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if 
you are the Son of God!’* 

‘In the same way the chief priests, the teachers 
of the law and the elders mocked him. 42He saved 
others, they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s 
the King of Israel! Let him come down now from_ 
the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in 
God, Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for 
he said, ‘Iam the Son of God.’ ” 44In the same way 
the robbers who were crucified with him also 
heaped insults on him. 


The Death of Jesus 

45From the sixth hour until the ninth hour dark- 
ness came over all the land. 4About the ninth hour 
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani?’’—which means, “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?’ 

#’When some of those standing there heard this, 
they said, “He's calling Elijah.” 

Immediately one of them ran and got a 
sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it ona 
stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink, 49The rest 
said, “Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah 
comes to save him.” 

3And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud 
voice, he gave up his spirit. 

51At that moment the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook 
and the rocks split. 52The tombs broke open and 
the bodies of many holy people who had died were 
raised to life. 53They came out of the tombs, and 
after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the holy 
city and appeared to many people. 

34When the centurion and those with him who 
were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all 
that had happened, they were terrified, and ex- 
claimed, “Surely he was the Sond of God!”* 


*35 A few late manuscripts lots that the word spoken 
for my clothing” (Psalm 22:18) °46 Some manuscripts Eli, Eli 


5SMany women were there, wat 
distance. They had followed Jesus from 
care for his needs. Among them were Mary! 
dalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, 
the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 


The Burial of Jesus 


57As evening approached, there came a rich man 
from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself 
become a disciple of Jesus. 58Going to Pilate, he 
asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate ordered that it be 
given to him. 5Joseph took the body, wrapped it 
in a clean linen cloth, and placed it in his own 
new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled 
a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and 
went away. !Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
were sitting there opposite the tomb. 


The Guard at the Tomb 


©The next day, the one after Preparation Day, 
the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. 
63”’Sir,”” they said, “we remember that while he 
was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days 1 
will rise again.’ So give the order for the tomb to 
be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his 
discipled may come and steal the body and tell the 
people'that he has been raised from the dead. This 
last deception will be worse than the first.” 

65’Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make 
the tomb as secure as you know how.’ So they 
went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal 
on the stone and posting the guard. 


The Resurrection 


2 8 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day 

of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to look at the tomb. 

2There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of 
the Lord came down from heaven and, going to 
the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His 
appearance was like lightning, and his clothes 
were white as snow. 4The guards were so afraid 
of him that they shook and became like dead 
men. 

5The angel said to the women, “Do not be 
afraid, for | know that you are looking for Jesus, 
who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, 
just as he said. Come and see the place where he 
lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has 
eS 
27:51 A Curtain Is Torn 
At Jesus’ death, the massive, thick curtain in the 
temple in Jerusalem ripped in two. This curtain 
sealed off the Most Holy Place. No one except the 
high priest was allowed into the presence of God 
in that Most Holy Place. And the high priest was 
permitted in only once a year, on a special day. 
The author of Hebrews looked on the miraculously 
torn curtain as symbolic: it signified the immediate 
access to God made possible by Jesus’ death 
(Hebrews 10:19,20). 
OO 


by the prophet might be fulfilled: “They divided my garments among themselves and cast lots 
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The Guarda’ Report 


\hile the women were on (helt way, some of 
the ind Went site the eity and reported to the 
chiet prieata everything that had happened, 

When the chief priests had met with the elders 
vid devinad a plain, they gave the soldiers a large 
un of money, telling them, “You are to say, 
His disciples cane during the night and stole hin 


Side MATTHEW 28:20 
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‘The Great Commission 
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INSIGHT 


The Rightful King Regains His Throne — 
The first blessing and command of the new king 


+a 


Pot ns 


Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 


Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, bay 
son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to ol 
/ will be with you always, to the very end of the age, 26:18-20 


has been given to. me. 
tizing them in the name of the Father of the 
ey everything | have commanded you. surely 


we a new king was ready to assume his throne in ancient times, tradition required a 


ceremofly of perp and power, In regal sp 
symbols of authority: a crown, a 8¢ epter, orat 
deceased 
the territory under his dominion, 


Jesus’ Resurrection and Enthronement 


lendor the ruler stepped forward to assume the 
hrone. The former king was ea or 
The new ruler was now elevated to his rightful place and would from this time rule all 


In the climax of Matthew's Gospel, Jesus the king has finally defeated the “prince of this 


world.” On the cross and in the resurrection he has taken away Satan’s power, al 
¥ he speaks to his followers as the one who is enthroned over all the powers of 


resplendent in glo 
this world 
The first command of this new wing Jesus to 

1 


first blessing of the enthroned king. 
the responsibility to 


¢ ity in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 
eomnenaian “go and make disci les of all nations” is also the 


is a blessing that promises the sharing of his power, 
assert the rightful reign of God over his entire creation, It is also the blessing 


ind now 


of his presence. Surely he will be with us always even “to the very end of the age 


The followers of King Jesus no 
reign of Satan is coming, to an enc 


good news that all people everywhere can now begin to o 


List some ways in which you see or experience t 
or those who bring the good news to all nations? 


Life Question. 
does this m 


take the good news to all nations, the news that the illegitimate 
"4, that the Rion of Jesus has already been established, and the 


bey everything that he has commanded. 


he reign of Jesus today, What difference 


MARK 


INTRODUCTION 


The Fast-paced Gospel 
Mark's stories ane full of action * 


News about dim spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee, (ah 


A fone Baure appears: an eceenteic wearing camel's halt and erying something in the thin desert 
LLair. So begins Mark 

t helps to imagine the book of Mark as a cone ively edited document, Untike the other Gospels, 
this one has little tolerance for dialogue and personal reflection, The author is writing 10 a 
restless, impatient audience 

Mark dertly controls the focus of the action, alternately showing ne crowds and then eee 
concentrating on individual people, He leaves no doubt about the main character, After the 
opening verses on John the Baptist, he turns to focus on Jesus and follows him rywhere, 


An Emphasis on Action 

Those who look for an outline in Mark come away baffled, Matthew and Luke each give four 
chapters of historical warm-up before recording a miracle by Jesus; Mark covers three miracles 
and a group event in the first chapter alone, 

In contrast to all its action scenes, the book includes only a sampling of Jesus’ parables, It 
focuses on events, not speeches or editorial comments, Mark shows large crowds pressing around 
Jesus so tightly that he launches a boat to escape them, Wherever he goes, the crowds follow, 
buzzing about his remarkable life. “Is he the Holy One of God?” “Is he mad?” “Isn't this the 
carpenter's boy?’ 


A Breathless Pace 
By dispensing with all but bare-bones action, Mark manages to achieve more drama than 
perhaps any other biblical writer. Action guarantees an attentive audience, and Mark jams. 
sequences together Brat eet The heavens open immediately; the Spirit sends Jesus into the 
wilderness immediately; he calls his disciples immediately—42 times this book uses that hurry-up 
adverb (in Greek). j 
Characters rush from place to place, jostle among crowds, are astonished at mighty works, Mark 
is a Gospel of exclamation points, full of words like amazed, overwhelmed, terrified. A 
phenomenon is loose on the earth, and the author is determined to capture its impact for future ’ 
generations, 


How to Read Mark 


About 90% of Mark's content appears in the other three Gospels, but the book makes an ideal 
starting place for someone who knows little about Jesus. Its style—simple sentences, without 
complicated transitions or long speeches—makes understanding easier. In fact, Mark was probably. 
written as a missionary book to people who knew next to nothing about the new Christian faith. 

Except where he cites Jesus’ own i peel Mark quotes the Old Testament directly in only 
one place (1:2-3). In addition, Mark doesn’t refer to the Old Testament Law, a striki , difference 
from the other Gospels. Such facts indicate his book was written to a non-Jewish au lence, 
probably the Romans. ‘ 

You'll need no special instructions on reading Mark. This book’s breezy Brie makes it as 
understandable as a newspaper. Because it loosely follows the chronol Jesus’ life, Mark 
offers an excellent introduction to the life of Jesus. As you read, stop ponder the events Mark 
records. Why did Mark select these facts? What meaning did they have for the people in Jesus 
day? What about for you? 


\ PLAN FOR READING MARK | ‘. e 
PLAN 1: All of Mark in 15 Days . _ s, 


855 fF 


Reading Mark will give you a quick summary of Jesus’ acts on this earth. this 
reason, plan to spend two weeks reading all 16 chapters of Mark, se ‘ 
Day 1. Read the Introduction to Mark, then chapter 1. ay 
Day 2. Read chapter 2's record of scenes from Jesus’ life during a period of 
popular acclaim. eV 
Day 3. Read chapter 3, which shows Jesus calling his 12 disciples. : tet 
nel 4 a the brief parables and the account SF the calming of a storm in eo 
chapter 4. a 
Day eats 5 tells of three miracles of healing; note the different crowd | ic 
to each one. . G Am 
Day 6. Read chapter 6, which includes sevetal famous miracles and also | story — 
of John the Baptist’s pehestog. hs Ke 
Day 7. Read chapter 7, which shows the Pharisees’ opposition to Jesus beginning 
to mount. 
Day 8. As you read chapter 8, notice, on the one hand, Jesus’ increasing 
populanty, and, on the other, the growing tension that will eventually culminate in 
his death. 
Day 9. Read the account of Jesus’ transfiguration and the other events recorded in ~ 
chapter 9 % pete 
Day 10. Mark 10 records Jesus’ teaching on divorce, humility, and wealth. , 
Day 11. Read chapter 11's account of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem for the last week — 
of his life 
Day 12. Read chapter 12, which includes Jesus’ teaching on a variety of topics. 
Day 13. Read chapter 13 for Jesus’ predictions of the end of the world. 
Day 14. Mark 14 records the events leading up to Jesus’ arrest, as well as his trial 
before a Jewish court, 
Day 15. Read chapters 15 and 16, which report the last events in Jesus’ life on 
earth 


john the Baptist Prepares the Way 
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and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7And this was 
his message: ‘‘After me will come one more power- 
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send my messenger ahead of you, 
ho will prepare your way”’6— 

e of one calling in the desert, 
‘he way for the Lord, 
nake straight paths for him.’ “¢ 


John e, baptizing in the desert region on him like a dove. MAnd a v ¢ 
ach ng aeies of repentance for the for- hesien: “You are my Son, whom | love; with you I 
: sins. 5The whole Judean countryside am well pleased. 
é oan of Jerusalem went out to him. At once the Spirit sent him me into the desert, 
ntessing their sins, they were baptized by him = 3and he was in se gaeeet Sty mak | iii 
© Jordan River. john wore clothing made of __ ed by Satan. He was animals, 


The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus 

9At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Gali- 
lee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. As 
Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw 
heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending 


hau with a leather belt around his waist, _ angels attended him. 


ts do not have the Son of God. +2 Mal. 31 3 Isaiah 403 48 Orin 
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MARK 1:14 
The Calling of the First Disciples 


14After John was put in prison, Jesus went into 
Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. '5’The 
time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is 
near. Repent and believe the good news!” 

16As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he 
saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 
into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17Come, 
follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fish- 
ers of men,” I8At once they left their nets and 
followed him. 

19When he had gone a little farther, he saw 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a 
boat, preparing their nets. 2Without delay he 
called them, and they left their father Zebedee in 
the boat with the hired men and followed him, 


Jesus Drives Out an Evil Spirit 

21They went to Capernaum, and when the Sab- 
bath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and 
began to teach. 2The people were amazed at his 
teaching, because he taught them as one who had 
authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23Just 
then a man in their synagogue who was possessed 
by an evilé spirit cried out, 24“What do you want 
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 
destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of 
God!" 

25’Be quiet!”’ said Jesus sternly. “Come out of 
him!” 26The evil spirit shook the man violently and 
came out of him with a shriek. ’ 

27The people were all so amazed that they asked 
each other, “What is this? A new teaching—and 
with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits 
and they obey him.” 28News about him spread 
quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 


Jesus Heals Many 

29As soon as they left the synagogue, they went 
with James and John to the home of Simon and 
Andrew. 30Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with 
a fever, and they told Jesus about her. 31So he went 
to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever 
left her and she began to wait on them. 

That evening after sunset the people brought 
to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 33The 
whole town gathered at the door, 4and Jesus 
healed many who had various diseases. He also 
drove out many demons, but he would not let the 
demons speak because they knew who he was. 


Jesus Prays in a Solitary Place 

35Very early in the morning, while it was still 
dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off toa 
solitary place, where he prayed. Simon and his 
companions went to look for him, 37and when 
they found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is 
looking for you!” 

Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to 
the nearby villages—so I can preach there also. 
That is why I have come.” So he traveled 
throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues 
and driving out demons. 


#23 Greek unciean; also in verses 26 and 27 
leprosy 


A Man With Leprosy 
A man with lepros i 
him on his knees, ne willing, 
make me clean, aan ral 
‘Filled with 


said, “Be cleant’’ 
him and he was cured, Oo 
ay 


But Ber ahee you: 

sactifices that Moses com: your q 

“45Instead he went out 
spreading the news. Asa 

enter a town a 

but stayed outside in lonely places, Yet the 

still came to him from everywhere. } 

Jesus Heals a Paralytic Sy 


2 A few days later, when Jesus a 
Capernaum, the people 


cause of the crowd, they made an 
roof above Jesus and, after 

lowered the mat the paraly: 

5When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 
ic, “Son, forgiven.” 

SNow some teachers of the law were sitting 
there, thinking to themselves, 7’Why does this 
fellow talk like that? He's blaspheming! Who can 
forgive sins but God alone?” 


was what they 
he said to th 


111 tell 


up, take your mat and go Ww up, 
his mat and walked out in full view of them all. _ 
This amazed everyone and they praised 
ing, “We have never seen anything like this!” 
The Calling of Levi , I 
Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A. 
large crowd came to him, and he began to teach 
them. 14As he walked along, he saw Levi son of 
Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector's booth. “Fol- 
low me,” Jesus told him, and Levi got up and 
followed him. 


On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not 
healthy who need a doetor, but the sick, [have 
ome to call the righteous, but sinners,” 


Jesus Questioned About Fasting 


, John’s disciples and the Pharisees were 
fsting Some people came and asked Jesus, “How 
t that John’s disciples and the disciples of the 
Phansees are tasting, but yours are not?” 
Jesus answered, “How can the guests of the 
jegroom fast while he is with them? They can- 
so long as they have him with them. 2But the 
ill come when the bridegroom will be taken 
hem, and on that day they will fast. 
yne sews 4 patch of unshrunk cloth on an 
vent It he does, the new piece will pull 
) the old, making the tear worse. 2And 
irs new wine into old wineskins. If he 
the wine will burst the skins, and both the 
ind the wineskins will be ruined, No, he 
new wine into new wineskins.” 


Lord of the Sabbath 


One Sabbath Jesus was going through the 
yrainfields, and as his disciples walked along, they 
began to pick some heads of grain, The Pharisees 
said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is 
unlawful on the Sabbath? 

‘He answered, “Have you never read what Da- 
vid did when he and his companions were hungry 
ind in need? 26In the days of Abiathar the high 
priest, he entered the house of God and ate the 
consecrated bread, which is lawful only for priests 
oeat. And he also gave some to his companions.” 

Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made 

for man, not man for the Sabbath, 28So the Son of 

Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” 

\nother time he went into the synagogue, and 

1 man with a shriveled hand was there. Some 

»t them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, 
they watched him closely to see if he would heal 
iim on the Sabbath. YJesus said to the man with 
he shriveled hand, “Stand up in front of every- 

‘Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on 

e Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or 

kill?” But they remained silent 

He looked around at them in anger and, deeply 

ressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the 

in, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, 
and his hand was completely restored. *Then the 
Pharisees went out and began to plot with the 
Herodians how they might kill Jesus 


857 ‘ ve 
touch him. ne en 
they fell down before him ; ‘ 
the Son of God.” But he gave 
not to tell who he was. sn osha ey 
Ta arrenaon oe Tors Seat sie 


wine 


pours 


Crowds Follow Jesus 


Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, 
id a large crowd from Galilee followed. 8When 
,ey heard all he was doing, many people came to 
him from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the re- 
gions across the Jordan and around Tyre and Si- 
jon. 9Because of the crowd he told his disciples to 
have a small boat ready for him, to keep the people 
from crowding him. 'For he had healed many, 50 
t those with diseases were pushing forward to 


reek wacker, aso kn verse 30 


Bee‘ zeta 
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gatl so that is disciples were 
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this, they pret ae chro forthey a, 
“He is out of his mind.” be 
en Jorstaterh anf. “He falas ee 


has come. Yn fact, no one can enter a strong 
man’s house and carry off his possessions Ss 
he first ties up the strong man, Then he can rob! bi 


Jesus’ Mother and Brothers 


UThen Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. 
Standing outside, they sent someone in to call 


3:21 Out of His Mind? 


MARK 3:32 858 . 
him. 2A cowd stung around him. and they my _ brothers! =Whoever does 
told him “Your swther ant Sauibersenaieeiseie brother and sister and mother." 


a 
looking for you.” ne 
"Who are my mother and my brothers?” he ‘The Parable of the Sower 


tf. Pest! » 
asked 4s to teach by t lake, od 
Then he looked at those seated in a Girdle crowd that around him : 


around him and said, “Here are my mother and _ that he got into a boat and sat in it out 


Why Come to Earth? alee 
The only way God could get through cree 


% n 
“Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!” 
~ 


They were terrified and asked each other, 
4:41 
ul Harvey tells a modern parable about a religious skeptic who worked as a farmer. One cold _ 
Pra night the man heard an irregular thumping sound against the kitchen storm door. He 

went to a window and watched as tiny, shivering sparrows, attracted to the evident warmth inside, 


beat in vain against the glass. oe 
Touched, the farmer bundled up and through fresh snow to open the barn door for the 


struggling birds. He turned on the lights and tossed some hay in a corner. But the 7 
iy had scattered in all Giectont ates he emerged from the house, hid in the doraieads asi 
afraid. 

The man tried various tactics to get them into the barn. He laid down a trail of bread crumbs to 
dirett them. He tried circling behind the birds to drive them toward the barn. Nothing worked. 
He, a huge, alien creature, had terrified them; the birds couldn't comprehend that he actually 


desired to help. way 
The farmer withdrew to his house and watched the doomed sparrows through a window, As he 
stared, a thought hit him like lightning from a clear blue sky: If only | could become a bird—one 
of them—just for a moment. Then | wouldn't frighten them so. | could show them the way to 


warmth and safety. 5 ‘. 
At the same moment, another thought dawned on him. He had’ grasped the reason Jesus was 


born. J 
When God Came to Earth se 

A man becoming a bird is nothing compared to God becoming a man. The ofa 
sovereign eternal being who created the universe, confining himself to a human was—and 
is—too much for some people to believe. But how else could God truly communicate with us? 

We don’t know what God looked like as a man; no Gospel writer described the * 
appearance of Jesus. But, in other ways, Mark painted a full Picture of his humanity. Jesus, who 
abies to be God, didn’t have a supernatural “glow” about him. His own neighbors and family 
marveled that he seemed so, well, normal. 

Mark does not diminish Jesus. He shows the Power of a man who healed the blind with a nt 
simple touch (8:25), and the authority of a teacher so Captivating that sat three days» 
susie with empty stomachs, just to hear him (8:2). Even after yee ii them, people 5 
wouldn't stop talking about his miracles. ) 
But Mark also reveals the full range of Jesus’ emotions: a si of compassion for a person with 
leprosy (1:41), a deep sigh in response to naj jing Pharisees oD, a look of anger t 
cold-hearted legalists (3:5), and then an atu on the cross, “My God, my God, 
forsaken me?” (15:34). Jesus was sometimes witty, and he sometimes cried, He got tired: five 
times, Mark records, he sought a quiet place for rest away from the crowds. \ t 


Like No One Else ‘ ; 
Jesus was like no other person who ever lived. Twelve men left their jobs and families at a “ 
single command to follow him. Yet Jesus was also fully “one of us.” He needed food and friends. , 
He got lonely and tired. He showed anger and disappointment. Because Jesus experienced all we : 
experience as human beings, he can understand us completely, and share in our joys and ‘> 
sorrows. . > 
Mark portrays both sides of Jesus—the divine and the human. The disciples needed oe 
dimensions to give their lives to him. > a J 
Life Questions: Suppose that Jesus had never come, that God had merely , 
message. What differents would that make? pian, 


vile all the people were along the shore at the 
s edge. ?He taught them many things by 
ind in his teaching said: 3“Listen! A. 
sut to sow his seed. 4As he was scat- 
tering th d. some fell along the path, and the 
birds came and ate it up. 5Some fell on rocky 
i where it did not have much soil. It sprang 
because the soil was shallow. ®But 
suri came up, the plants were scorched, 
ey withered because they had no root. 
ved fell among thorns, which grew up and 
ye plants, so that they did not bear grain. 
her seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew 
uced a crop, multiplying thirty, sixty, or 
ven a hundred times 


Then Jesus said, “He who has ears to hear, let 
hear 

‘When he was alone, the Twelve and the others 
around him asked him about the parables. 1!|He 
told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has 
given to you. But to those on the outside 
thing is said in parables !2so that 


the vay be ever seeing but never 
perceiving 
and ever hearing but never understanding; 
otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!” 


Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you under- 
this parable? How then will you understand 
'sThe farmer sows the word. 15Some 
like seed along the path, where the 
own. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes 
i takes away the word that was sown in them. 
‘Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the 
word and at once receive it with joy. !7But since 
they have no root, they last only a short time. 
e or persecution comes because of the 
quickly fall away. !8Still others, like 
»wn among thorns, hear the word; !but the 
of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and 
the desires for other things come in and choke the 
ig it unfruitful. Others, like seed 
1 soil, hear the word, accept it, and 
uce a crop—thirty, sixty or even a hundred 
imes what was sown 


word 


sow 


A Lamp on a Stand 


He said to them, ‘Do you bring in a lamp to 
put it under a bowl or a bed? Instead, don’t you 
put it on its stand? “For whatever is hidden is 
meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed 
is meant to be brought out into the open. 23If any- 
one has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

‘Consider carefully what you hear,” he con- 
1. “With the measure you use, it will be mea- 
i and even more, 25Whoever has will 
be given more, whoever does not have, even what 
he has will be taken from him.” 


1 to you 


The Parable of the Growing Seed 


He also said, “This is what the kingdom of 

God Is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. 
ghtand day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the 
tsand grows, though he does not know 


sme manuscripts Gadarenes; other manuscripts Gergesenes 
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how. 28AlL by itself the soil Produces grain— 

ne oe then the head, then the full kernel in the | 
‘ead. 29As soon as the grain is ripe, he hi 

sickle to it, because the harvest fas conan = 


The Parable of the Mustard Seed ies 


Again he said, “What shall we sa the king- 
dom of Godis like, or what parable shall we use to 
describe it? 31t is like a mustard seed, which is the 
smallest seed you plant in the ground. 32Yet when 
planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all 
garden plants, with such big branches that the 
birds of the air can perch in its shade.” . 

With many similar parables Jesus spoke the 
word to them, as much as they could understand. 
He did not say anything to them without using a 
parable. But when he was alone with his own 
disciples, he explained everything. 


Jesus Calms the Storm 


3sThat day when evening came, he said to his 
disciples, “‘Let us go over to the other side,”” 
Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, 
just as he was, in the boat. There were also other 
boats with him, 37A furious squall came up, and 


the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly ~ 


swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a 
cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, 
“Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” 

3°He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the 
waves, ‘Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down 
and it was completely calm. . as 

He said to his disciples, “Why are you so 
afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 

4IThey were terrified and asked each other, 
“Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey 
him!” 


The Healing of a Demon-possessed Man 


5 They went across the lake to the region of the 
Gerasenes. 2When Jesus got out of the boat, a 
man with an evile spirit came from the tombs to 
meet him. 3This man lived in the tombs, and no 
one could bind him any more, not even with a 
chain, 4For he had often been chained hand and 
foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the 
irons on his feet. No one was Strong enough to 
subdue him. 5Night and day among the tombs and 
in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with 
stones, 

6When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and 
fell on his knees in front of him. 7He shouted at the 
top of his voice, “What do you want with me, 
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God 


4:30 Scarce Parables 

Unlike Matthew and Luke, Mark devotes little 
space to parables, the unique form of teaching 
Jesus often relied on. Yet Mark includes as many 
miracles as does any Gospel. Clearly, this book 
emphasizes action over words. 
—_—_———— 
2 Greek unclean; also in verses 8 and 13 


MARK 53:8 


that you won't torture me!’ §Bor Jesus had said to 
him, “Come out of this man, you evil spirit” 

“Then fesus asked him, “What is your name?” 

My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we are 

many.” And he begged Jesus again and again 
not to send them out of the area, 

1A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby 
hillside. The demons begged Jesus, “Send us 
among the pigs: allow us to go into them.” He 
gave them permission, and the evil spirits came 
out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two 
thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank 
into the lake and were drowned 

“Those tending the pigs ran off and reported 
this in the town and countryside, and the people 
went out to see what had happened. [SWhen they 
came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been 
Possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, 
dressed and in his right mind: and they were 
atraid. '*Those who had seen it told the people 
what had happened to the demon-possessed man 
and told about the pigs as well. 17Then the 
people began to plead with Jesus to leave their 
on 
SAs Jesus was getting into the boat, the man 
who had been demon-possessed begged to go 
with him. !Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go 
home to your family and tell them how much the 
Lord has done for you, and how he has had merey 
on you.” So the man wentaway and began to tell 
in the Decapolis* how much Jesus had done for 
him. And all the people were amazed. 


A Dead Girl and a Sick Woman 


2!When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to. 
the other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered 
around him while he was by the lake. 2Then one 
ot the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there. 
Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet 3and pleaded ear- 
nestly with him, “My little daughter is dying. 
Please come and put your hands on her so that she 
will be healed and live.” 4So Jesus went with him, 

A large crowd followed and pressed around 
him. And a woman was there who had been 
subject to bleeding for twelve years. 26She had 
suttered a great deal under the care of many doc- 
tors and had spent all she had, yet instead of get- 
ting better she grew worse. 27When she heard 
about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd 
and touched his cloak, 8because she thought, “If! 
just touch his clothes, I will be healed.” 2%Immedi- 
ately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body 
that she was freed from her suffering. 

“At once Jesus realized that power had gone 
out from him. He turned around in the crowd and 
asked, “Who touched my clothes?” 

You see the people crowding against you,” 
his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, 
Who touched me?’ ” 

“But Jesus kept looking around to see who had 
done it. “Then the woman, knowing what had 
happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, 
trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 4He 
said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has healed you. 
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this commotion and wailing? The not de 
but asleep,” #But they laughed at him. hoes 
After he put them all out, he took the ct 
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him, and went in where the child 
her by the hand and said to her, “ 
(which means, “Little girl, I say to you, 
“immediately the girl stood up a 
around (she was twelve years old). / 
were completely asto: He ga 
ders not to let anyone know about th 
them to give her something toeat, 


him, that he even does m 
carpenter? Isn‘t this Mary’s son and 
James, Joseph, Judas and Simor 
ters here with us?” And they took 
‘Jesus said to them, “Only in his 
among his relatives and in his oan ouse 
prophet without honor.” SHe could 
miracles there, ¥ 
people and heal them. 
their lack of faith. Mv 


Jesus Sends Out the Twelve 


Then Jesus went around 
village. 7Calling the Twelve to him, r ' 
out two by two and gave them authority over, Ie 
spirits. 5 . 

‘These were his instructions: “Take nothi 
the journey except a staff—no bread, no b 
money in your belts. ‘Wear sandals but no 
extra tunic. !0Whenever you enter a h 
there until you leave that town, !And if 
will not welcome you or listen to you, ; 
dust off your feet when you leave, as 
against them.” lj : 
UThey went out and preached that p 
should repent. 8They drove out 
and anointed many sick people with o 
them. fad 
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has been raised from: the 


swan | beheaded 


Por Hlerod bimwelf had given orders to have 

John arrested, and he had him bound and pat in 
He did this because of Merodias, his broths 

whom he had married, Kor John 
vvine to Herod, “This not lawful for you 
have your brother's wite.” &So Herodias nursed 
© against John and wanted to kill him, But 
was notable to, Vbecause Herod feared John 
otected him. knowing him to be a righteous 
holy man. When Herod heard John, he was 
greatly pureled® yet he liked to listen to him 
Finally the opportune time came, On his birth= 
Herod gave a banquet for his high officials and 
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pts he did many things 


stles Peter and Paul? Where do you start? 


explained in parentheses 


The Peter Connection 


provided believable, close-up details, 


up “‘very early in the mornings 
disciples, sometimes known fo: 


Why Details Matter 


Jesus 
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Eyewitness Reports 
Where did Mark get his facts? 


W en people translate the Bible into a new language, th 
do you convey Christianity to someone who has never heard of Abraham or Moses or the 


MARK 6:29 
military commanders and the leading men ol 
lee. aaWhen the daughterof Herodise pind. 
danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests, 
‘The king wild to the girl, “Ask me for anything 
you want, and I'll give it to you.” 4And he 
ined her with an oath, “Whatever you ank twill 
nive you, up to half my kingdom,” 
“She went out and said to her mother, “What 
shall Lask for?” 4 
“The head of John the Baptist,” she answered, 
AL once the girl hurried in to the king with the 
request; "Il want you to give me right now the head 
of John the Baptist on a platter.” 
~The king was gfeatly distressed, but because 
of his oaths an dinner guests, he did not want 
to refuse her. he immediately sent an execu- 
tioner with orders to bring John’s head. The man 
went, beheaded John in the prison, and brought 
back his head on a platter, He presented it to the 
girl, and she gave it to her mother. 27On hearing of 
this, John’s disciples came and took his body and 
laid it ina tomb. 


He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James, 5:37 


have a lot of explaining to do. How 


More often than not, translators begin with the book of Mark. Its simple sentences and brief, 
action-tilled scenes allow for easier translation. It reads like a newspaper. And the book seems 
written for a foreign culture (perhaps the Romans) in the first place: common Jewish customs are 


Perhaps the most compelling feature of Mark to an unfamiliar reader, though, is its vividness. It 
has the teel of an eyewitness account. Those who study such things have concluded that Mark 
robably got his facts from Peter, one of Jesus’ intimate disciples. Peter, or someone like him, 


Jesus spent his time in the desert “with the wild animals’’ (1:13). When he went to pray, he got 
while it was still dark” (1:35)—a memorable detail to Jesus’ 
r their untimely sleeping habits. In the midst of a furious squall 


Jesus lay in a boat “sleeping on a cushion’’ (4:38). i 
Whoever told Mark about the scene on the Mount of Transfiguration described Jesus’ clothes as 
dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them’ (9:3). And only Mark tells us 


that Peter sat with the guards during Jesus’ trial, warming himself by the fire. 


You can say these details don’t matter, and it’s true that Matthew and Luke recounted the same 
events without them. But as any good writer knows, details like these make a story come alive, 
Vivid images that stuck in the eyewitness’s memory wil 

For example, Mark could fae matter-of-factly told of people being healed, but it just didn’t 
happen that way. A blind man, “throwing his cloak aside ... ju 
10:50). And after the paralytic stood up, “This amazed ev 
saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this!’ ” (2:12). 

Life Questions: As you read Mark, what “eyewitness details” stand out to you? 


Il likely stick with the reader as Well. 
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6:31 The Need to Get Away 

Mark graphically shows the press of the crowds 
around jesus. Wherever he went, people followed, 
bringing him the sick to heal and challenging ham 
with questions. in five separate places (3:7-3; 6-31; 
6:45; 7:24; 9:30) Mark records that jesus took ius 
disciples aside to some quiet place, to escape the 
crush of the crowd. 


37 Goveks tate ran mandred demard 4 Some cacty mamuscmpes getchers, ettiies. 
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ather or mother: ‘Whatever help you might other- 
wise have received from me is Corban’ (that is, a 
gilt devoted to God), then you no longer let him 
do anything for his father or mother. 8Thus you 
jullify the word of God by your tradition that you 
have handed down. And you do many things like 
that 

Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, 

Listen to me, everyone, and understand this, 

Nothing outside a man can make him ‘unclean’ 
by going into him. Rather, it is what comes out ofa 
man that makes him ‘unclean.’¢” 

After he had left the crowd and entered the 
house, his disciples asked him about this parable. 
Are you so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you see that 
nothing that enters a man from the outside can 
make him ‘unclean’? 1%For it doesn’t go into his 
heart but into his stomach, and then out of his 
body.” (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods 
clean,”) 

Fle went on: “What comes out of aman is what 
makes him ‘unclean.’ 21For from within, out of 
men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immoral- 
ity, theft, murder, adultery, 2greed, malice, de- 
ceil, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 


>All these evils come from inside and make a man 
unclean 


The Faith of a Syrophoenician Woman 


‘Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of 
Ty He entered a house and did not want any- 
one to know it; yet he could not keep his presence 
ecret, 2In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a 
woman whose little daughter was possessed by an 
evil’ spirit came and fell at his feet. 26The woman 
was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged 
Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter. 
First let the children eat all they want,” he 
told her, “for it is not right to take the children’s 
bread and toss it to their dogs.” 
28Yes, Lord,” she replied, “but even the dogs 
under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 
“Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may 
go; the demon has left your daughter.” 
“She went home and found her child lying on 
the bed, and the demon gone. 


The Healing of a Deaf and Mute Man 


Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went 
through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into 
the region of the Decapolis.4 32There some people 
brought to him a man who was deaf and could 
hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand 
on the man 

After he took him aside, away from the crowd, 


Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he 
spit and touched the man’s tongue. 4He looked 
up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, 

Ephphatha!” (which means, “Be opened!”). 35At 
this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was 
loosened and he began to speak plainly. 


“Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But 
the more he did so, the more they kept talking 
‘boul it, People were overwhelmed with amaze- 


netean 


j1 That is, the Ten Cities 


erly manuscripts ‘unclean.’ 16if anyone has ears to hear, let him hear. 


ment. “He has done 


Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand 


During those days another large crowd gath- 
ered. Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus 
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tance.” 


‘His disciples answered, “But where in this 


remote place can anyone get enough bread to feed 
them?” 


5“How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked, 

“Seven,” they replied. ’ 

$He told the crowd to sit down on the ground... 
When he had taken the seven loaves and given 
thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disci- 
ples to set before the people, and they did so. 
7They had a few small fish as well; he gave thanks 
for them also and told the disciples to distribute 
them. The people ate and were satisfied. After- 
ward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of 
broken pieces that were left over. 9About four 
thousand men were present, And having sent 
them away, !he got into the boat with his disciples 
and went to the region of Dalmanutha. 

llThe Pharisees came and began to question — 
Jesus, To test him, they asked him for a sign from 
heaven. 12He sighed deeply and said, “Why does 
this generation ask for a miraculous sign? | tell you 
the truth, no sign will be given to it.” 3Then he left 
them, got back into the boat and crossed to the 
other side. 


The Yeast of the Pharisees and Herod 

\4The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, ex- 
cept for one loaf they had with them in the boat. 
15’“Be careful,” Jesus warned them. “Watch out for 
the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod.” 

\6They discussed this with one another and 
said, “It is because we have no bread.” 

17Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked them: 
“Why are you talking about having no bread? Do 
you still not see or understand? Are your hearts 
hardened? !8Do you have eyes but fail to see, and 
ears but fail to hear? And don’t you remember? 
19When I broke the five loaves for the five thou- 
sand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick 
up?” 

“Twelve,” they replied. 

20’’And when I broke the seven loaves for the 
four thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did 
you pick up?” 

They answered, “Seven.” 

21He said to them, “Do you still not under- 
stand?” 


The Healing of a Blind Man at Bethsaida 


2They came to Bethsaida, and some people 
brought a blind man and begged Jesus to touch 


24 Many early manuscripts Tyre and Sidon 
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him. 23He took the blind man by the hand and led 
him outside the village. When he had spit on the 
man’s eyes and put his hands on him, Jesus asked, 
“Do you see anything?” 

24He looked up and said, “I see people; they 
look like trees walking around.” 

25Once more Jesus put his hands on the man’s 
eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was 
restored, and he saw everything clearly. 25Jesus 
sent him home, saying, “Don’t go into the vil- 
lage.2”” 


Peter's Confession of Christ 


7Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages 
around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked 
them, ‘‘Who do people say I am?” 

28They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; oth- 
ers say Elijah; and still others, one of the proph- 
ets.” 

29But what about you?” he asked. “Who do 
you say | am?” 

Peter answered, “You are the Christ.t” 

Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about 
him 


Jesus Predicts His Death 


31He then began to teach them that the Son of 
Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, 
and that he must be killed and after three days rise 
again. He spoke plainly about this, and Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. 

33But when Jesus turned and looked at his disci- 
ples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” 
he said. “You do not have in mind the things of 
God, but the things of men.” 

*Then he called the crowd to him along with his 
disciples and said: “If anyone would come after 
me, he must deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow me. For whoever wants to save his 
lifes will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me 
and for the gospel will save it. *What good is it for 
a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 
7Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 
4If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man 
will be ashamed of him when he comes in his 
Father's glory with the holy angels.” 


8:29 Peter Learns Humility 

Most scholars believe that Mark got his eyewitness 
details from the disciple Peter. If so, the book 
reveals something about how Peter changed. Mark 
tells of three separate instances when Jesus 
rebuked Peter (see, for example, 8:33), but omits 
several compliments paid him. For example, 
compare this passage (8:29,30) to a parallel 
account in Matthew 16:13-20, where Jesus 
commended Peter highly. Evidently, brash Peter 
learned a few lessons about humility along the 
way. 


“26 Some manuscripts Don't go and tell anyone im the village 
mwan the Anointed One.” 


2After six days Jesus took Peter, Ja 
with him and led them up a high n 
they were all alone. There he was | 
before them. 3His clothes became 
whiter than anyone in the world 
them. 4And there appeared before the C 
Moses, who were talking with Jesus. * bys ¢ 

5Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to 
be here. pope ser Assess Leon 
one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not 
know what to say, they were so frightened.) 

7Then a cloud appeared and en : 
and a voice came from the cloud: “This 
whom I love. Listen to him!” - 

\ no 


8Suddenly, when they looked ai 
longer saw anyone with them except a 

9%As they were coming down the bs ) 
they hi ober nel tae Bonoe klar ete ana 
they had seen until the Son of Man c £ 
the dead. ual ‘ike Becta ee 
discussing what “rising from the dead” 

‘And they asked him, “Why do the teachers of 
the law say that Elijah must come first?” _ 

12Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah does come 
first, and restores all things. Why then is it written. 
that the Son of Man must suffer much and be 
rejected? !3But | tell you, Elijah has come, and tl 
have done to him everything they wished, just as 
is written about him.” 
The Healing of a Boy With an Evil Spirit — 

When they came to the other disciples, they 
saw a large crowd around them and the teachers of 
the law arguing with them. 15As soon as all the 
people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with 


wonder and ran to greet him. . 
16What are you arguing with them about?” he 
asked. tere 


17A man in the crowd answered, ‘Teacher, I 
brought you my son, who is possessed by a 
that has robbed him of speech. 18Whenever | 
seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams 
at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. 

1 asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but _ 
they could not.” ’ 


"29 Or Messiah. “The Christ’ (Greek) and 
35 The Greek word means either life or soul; also in verse 36. 
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ouean ts sant lexus. “Everything is poss were, “because he was wecisasonadeiniial 

sagt ts enews Sit them "The Son of Mane ging to Be 

‘mmvectiately the boy's father exclaimed, “Ido betrayed into the hands ofmen, pat 

howe, help mre overcome my unbelief!” and after three days he will rise, it they 
vee wVhen Jesus saw that a crowd was running to not understand what he meant and were ald 
he seone. he rebuked the evil spirit, “You deaf ask him about it, 
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shot him and never ente aga 

‘ihe op i chricked, convulsed him violently They came to Capernaum, When he wasin the 


‘ rmve owt The boy looked so much like a house, he asked them, “What were you arguing 
Hee onany said “He's dead.” 27But Jesus about on the road?” But they pale 
took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and on a Nese they had argued about who was the 
J up greatest 
After yee had gone indoors, his disciples “Sitting down, Jesus called the Twalve 
shod him privately, “Why couldn't we drive it said, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be 
mn very last, and the servant of all.’” 
He replied, “This kind can come out only by He took a little child and had him stand among 
prayer.’ them. Taking him in his arms, he said to them, 
“They lett that place and passed through Galiy "Whoever welcomes one of these little children 
ee Jesus did pot wantanyone to know where they in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes: 
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Training the 12 Disciples 
A most unpromising group of recruits 


have eves but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear?” 8:18 


A skilled dramatist, Mark describes the crowd reactions to Jesus all through his account, He 
ws people astonished, confused, and upset by Jesus’ actions. Always, twelve people, the 


se 
es, linger in the background, working out the logistics of Jesus’ ministry. 
st the disciples did not distinguish themselves—to put it mildly. Their most obvious trait 
jenseness: “Are you so dull?” Jesus asked (7:18), and again, “How long shall | put up od 
9:19 : 


Dense Disciples t 
About halfway through the book of Mark (chapter 8), the focus shifts away from the crowds and =~ 
he ples. In spite of their erratic performance, Jesus devoted much of his time to them, 
gathered to watch and listen, but Jesus concentrated on training the Twelve, . 
1 ) to carry on his work after his departure. 
tow did the disciples handle the increased attention? If anything, they proved even more inept. 
eferred to his coming death, they either missed the point or Toolshinro apa his 
’ s they squabbled about who deserved the most favored position. 
Jerstand the dazzling events going on around them, In short, the disciples pha 
emonstrated the mixture of good and bad present in all of us. 


ye end of Mark. as events conspired toward Jesus’ death, the disciples grew more anxious 
ve Jesus singled out two followers in particular, John and Peter, for his strongest 
js Ultimately, despite vigorous pronouncements of loyalty, each one of the T) 
aked quietly and ashamedly away from Jesus in his moment of t need. \ 


A Decisive Change 


vent, however, dramatically altered them. Something passed ti th their lives like a 
esus’ resurrection from death. After that, Jesus” patient hours of training seemed to bear 


hange in behavior is astonishing. Of the proofs for the resurrection of Jesus, one 
he most compelling is simply to compare these cowering disciples as porvayert ine Gases 
se Mark with the bold, confident figures in the book of Acts. There, in a remarkable i pit eeg 
se edible advance of the early church being led by the two disciples with the 
Heads of a n and Peter. * 
estions. Sometimes we think of the disciples as saints or heroes, bit Mask Shea 
What weak spots keep you from following Jesus as you might? 


MARK 9:38 


me does not welcome me but the one who went 
me 


Whoever Is Not Against Us Is for Us 


‘8”’Teacher,” said John, “we saw a man driving 
out demons in your name and we told him to stop, 
because he was not one of us,” 

Ww’'Do not stop him,” Jesus said, “No one who 
does a miracle in my name can in the next moment 
say anything bad about me, “for whoever is not 
against us is for us, 411 tell you the truth, anyone 
who gives you a cup of water in my name because 
you belong to Christ will certainly not lose his 
reward, 


Causing to Sin 


42’"And if anyone causes one of these little ones 
who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him 
to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied 
around his neck. If your hand causes you to sin, 
cut it off, It is better for you to enter life maimed 
than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire 
never goes out.“ 45And if your foot causes you to 
sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crip- 
pled than to have two feet and be thrown into 
hell.» #7And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it 
out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God 
with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown 
into hell, where 


“their worm does not die, 
and the fire is not quenched.’« 


49Everyone will be salted with fire. 

50’Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how 
can you make it salty again? Have salt in your- 
selves, and be at peace with each other.” 


Divorce 


1 Jesus then left that place and went into the 
region of Judea and across the Jordan. 
Again crowds of people came to him, and as was 
his custom, he taught them. 
2Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, 
it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 
3“'What did Moses command you?” he replied. 
4They said, ‘Moses permitted a man to write a 
certificate of divorce and send her away.” 
5It was because your hearts were hard that 
Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied. ®“But at 
the beginning of creation God ‘made them male 


10:2 Teaching on Divorce 

The Pharisees tested Jesus with questions about 
common practices of divorce and remarriage. Jesus 
responded by pointing back to the origin of 
marriage at creation. His disciples were surprised 
by his strict views on divorce, and questioned him 
further in private. For other Bible passages on this 
topic, see Matthew 19:1-12 and 1 Corinthians 
7:1-16. 
LS 


#43 Some manuscripts out, “where 
‘their worm does not die, / and the fire is not quenched.” 
have and be united to his wife. 18 Gen. 2:24 


trust in riches 


‘their worm does not die, | and the fire is not quenched.” 
£48 Isaiah 66:24 
#19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deut. 5:16-20 


and female.“ ‘Por this reason a 

father and mother and be 

the two will become one 

longer two, but one. “Therefore what 


joined together, let man not separate,’ 


about this, He. 
one who divorces bs wife and ma peer ese 
woman commits adultery against her. 
divorces her husband and marries anotbah ite 
she commits adultery,’” 


The Little Children and Jesus 


People were bringing little children to Jesistos 
have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked 
them, !4When Jesus saw this, he was indignant, 
He said to them, “Let the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
God belongs to such as these, 151 tell you the truth, 
anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God 
like a little child will never enter it.” 16And he took 
the children in his arms, put his hands on them 


and blessed them, — zi ‘6 


The Rich Young Man 

17As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to 
him and fell on his knees before him. “Good 
teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 

18“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered, 
“No one is good—except God alone. 17You know 
the commandments: ‘Do not murder, do not com- 
mit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testi- 
mony, do not defraud, honor boy ae 
mother.’3” 

20”Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept 
since I was a boy.” 

2iJesus looked at hin and loved him. “One — 
thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you 
have and give to the poor, and you will have trea- 
sure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

2At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, 
because he had great wealth. 

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, 
“How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of 
God!” 

24The disciples were amazed at his words. But 
Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it isk to 
enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 


* man to enter the kingdom of God.” 


26The disciples were even more amazed, a 
said to each other, “Who then can be sa’ 
27Jesus looked at them and said, “With man t 
is impossible, but not with God; pM lead 
sible with God.” 
28Peter said to him; “We have left everyting tai 
follow you!” 
29" tell you the truth,” Jesus replied, “he Ge 


who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother _ 


46 Gen: 1:27 


ow 
present age (homes, brothers, sisters, 
others, children and fields—and with them, per- 
ecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life. 


iBut many who are first will be last, and the last 


inst 
Jesus Again Predicts His Death 
They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with 

Jesus leading the way, and the disciples were as- 
‘i vhile those who followed were afraid. 
he took the Twelve aside and told them 
sving to happen to him, 8 We are going 
up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the Son of Man 
will be betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of 

e law. They will condemn him to death and will 
wid him over to the Gentiles, “who will mock 
1 and spiton him, flog him and kill him, Three 
days later he will rise. 


Agu 


hat wa 


t 
rhe Request of James and John 


) James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
ve him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you 
Jo for us whatever we ask,” 
What do you want me to do for you?” he 
asked 
They rephed, “Let one of us sit at your right 
other at your left in your glory,” 
You don't know what you are asking,” Jesus 
id. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized 
th the baptism | am baptized with?” 
Ww they answered. 
Je iid to them, “You will drink the cup I 
irink and be baptized with the baptism I am bap- 
ized with, but to sit at my right or left is not for 
grant. These places belong to those for 
whom they have been prepared.” 
When the ten heard about this, they became 
int with James and John. 42Jesus called 
im together and said, “You know that those 
ive regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
er them, and their high officials exercise author- 
“Not so with you. Instead, who- 
to become great among you must be 
ervant, “and whoever wants to be first must 
of all. 4For even the Son of Man did not 
ome to be served, but to serve, and to give his life 
ransom for many 


and the 
ww 


me to 


ity over them 
ever want 


lave 


Blind Bartimaeus Receives His Sight 


Then they came to Jericho, As Jesus and his 
liseiples, together with a large crowd, were leav- 
ity, a blind man, Bartimaeus (that is, the 
on of Timaeus), was sitting by the roadside beg- 

When he heard that it was Jesus of Naza- 
he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have 


f 
ve the 


ging 
h 
verey on me 
“Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, 
bul he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have 
nme! 
topped and said, “Call him.” 
they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On 
1 feet! He's calling you.” Throwing his cloak 
he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. 


What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus 
1 him 


u 


noide 


ke 


(vbrew expression meaning “Saver” which became an exclamation of praise; also in verse 10 
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The blind man said, “Rabbi, | want to see.” 
52”Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you,” — 


Immediately he received his sight and followed 
Jesus along the road. +4 
The Triumphal Entry A 


1 1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to 
Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Ol- 
ives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2saying to 
them, ‘Go to the village ahead of you, and just as 
you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which 
no one has ever ridden, Untie it and bring it here. 
If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ tell 
him, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 
shortly,’ “* 
4They went and found a colt outside in the 
street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, some 
people standing there asked, “What are you do- 
ing, untying that colt?” 6They answered as Jesus 
had told them to, and the people let them go. 
7When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 
their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8Many people 
spread their cloaks on the road, while others 
spread branches they had cut in the fields. Those 
who went ahead and those who followed shouted, 


“Hosannala”’ 


“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 


Lord!’ i 
10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father 
David!’ 


“Hosanna in the highest!” 


MJesus entered Jerusalem and went to the tem- 
ple. He looked around at everything, but since it 
was already late, he went out to Bethany with the 
Twelve. 


Jesus Clears the Temple 


2The next day as they were leaving Bethany, 
Jesus was hungry. !Seeing in the distance a fig 
tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. 
When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, ° 
because it was not the season for figs, 4Then he 
said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from 
you again.” And his disciples heard him say it. 

15On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the tem- 
ple area and began driving out those who were 
buying and selling there; He overturned the tables 
of the money changers and the benches of those 
selling doves, !and would not allow anyone to 
carry merchandise through the temple courts. 


11:9 Short-lived Acceptance 

During much of his ministry, Jesus hushed up news 
about his miraculous power and his identity as the 
true Messiah. But in this rare scene, large crowds 
clearly recognized him as the Messiah and 

him as such. The next few chapters, however, 
demonstrate how tragically short-lived public 
acceptance proved to be. 
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0 SAL the resurrection’ whose wife will she be, 

ice the seven were married to her?” 

Miewm replied, "Are you not in error because 
you de not know the Seriptures or the power of 
God? “When the dead rise, they will neither 
marry nor be given in marriage they will be like 
aven, “Now about the dead rising. 


the angels in 
h x you not read in the book of Moses, in the 
( the bush, how God said to him, ‘Lam 
dof Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
of Jacob’? “He is not the God of the dead, 
but of the living, You are badly mistaken! 


The Greatest Commandment 


“One of the teachers of the law came and heard 
then debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them 
4 good answer, he d him, “Of all the com: 
mandments, which is the most important 

*'The most important one,” answered Jesus, 
is this: “Hear, © Israel, the Lord our God, the 
Lord is ones “Love the Lord your God with all 


your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength, “The second is 
this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is 
no commandment greater than these.” 

* Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You 
are right in saying that God is one and there is no 


other but him, “To love him with all your heart, 
with all your understanding and with all your 
trength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is 
more important than all burnt offerings and sacri- 
fice 
“When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, 
said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom 
And from then on no one dared ask him 
any more questions. 


Whose Son Is the Christ? 


While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, 
he asked, “How ts it that the teachers of the law 
say that the Christ is the son of David? 36David 
himse'f, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared: 


he 


The Lord said to my Lord: 
Sitat my right hand 
until | put your enemies 
under your feet.” ‘g 


David himself calls him ‘Lord.’ Hew then can he 

be his son?’ 
The large crowd listened to him with delight. 
\s he taught, Jesus said, “Watch out for the 
teachers of the law. They like to walk around in 
‘lowing robes and be greeted in the marketplaces, 
“and have the most important seats in the syna- 
gogues and the places of honor at banquets. 
“They devour widows’ houses and for a show 
make lengthy prayers. Such men will be punished 


most severely,” 


The Widow’s Offering 


"Jesus sat down opposite the place where the 
offerings were put and watched the crowd putting 
their money into the temple treasury. Many rich 


869 
People threw in 
coins rth one 
“ worth only a 

ve ng Nhe ‘a 
ry the truth, big eras 

¢ treasury than al the others, “They yr 
of their realty but she, out of her pover pul in m 
everything—allishe had to live on” 5 a 
Signs of the f the Age’ ’ 9 ie 8 

As he was temple, one of ‘? 

13 apenan , “Look, Teacher! nat 
massive stones! What ficent buildings!” " 

2"Do you see all these buildings?” replied 
Jesus. “Not one stone here ibe left on another; 
every one will be thrown down,’ 

‘As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives 
opposite the temple, Peter, » John and An- 
drew asked him privately, 4Tell us, will 
these things happen? And what will sign 


that they are all about to be fulfilled?” 

‘Jesus said to them: “Watch out that 
deceives you, Many will come in my name, 
ing, ‘lam he,’ and will deceive many. 7When you 
hear of wars and rumors vl peta che pt be 
alarmed. Such things must happen, but t is ~ 4 
stil to come, #Nation will rise against hidion sad 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be " 
quakes in various places, and famines, ce 
the beginning, of birth pains. e - 

_°You mustbe on your guard, You will be hand- 

ed over to the local councils and flogged in the 3 
Synagogues. On account of me you will stand be- ‘i 
fore governors and kings as witnesses to eh am 
10And the gospel must first be to all na- yh 
tions, !!Whenever you are arrested and brough\ {to 
trial, do not worry beforehand about what to. Oe 


Just say whatever is given you at the time, for 

not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit, 
12Brother will betray brother to death, and a 

father his child. Children will rebel a; zt 

parents and have them put to death. 13A\ll men will 

hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to 

the end will be saved. " te 
14”When you see ‘the abomination that causes 

desolation’) standing where it does not belong— 

let the reader understand—then let those who are 

in Judea flee to the mountains. !5Let no one on the 

roof of his house go down or enter the house to 

take anything out. 16Let no one in the field go back 

to get his cloak. !7How dreadful it will be in those - 

days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! - 

18Pray that this will not take place in winter, !9be- 

cause those will be days of distress unequaled 

from the beginning, when God created the world, 

until now—and never to be equaled again. 20If the % 

Lord had not cut short those days, no one would 

survive. But for the sake of the elect, whom he has 

chosen, he has shortened them. 21At that time if 

anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ/!’ or, 

‘Look. tere hea dona blew on fa 

Christs and false prophets will appear and per- 

form signs and miracles to deceive the elect—if 


vehodpthied 
"me manuscripts from the dead, **26 Exodus 3:6 °29 Or the Lord our God is one Lord 
i645 gt Lew dB M3S-21 OrMesiah 436 Pralmaitat, 0 ued Greek two lepta 142 Greek kodrantes 
27; 11:31, 1201 “14 Or he; also in verse 29 ‘ = 
* 


a 


MARK 13:23 


that were possible. >So be on your guard: I have 
told you everything ahead of time. 
2*But in those days, following that distress, 
“ “the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light; 
the stars will fall from the sky, 
and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’« 


“At that time men will see the Son of Man 
coming in clouds with great power and glory 
2 And he will send his angels and gather his elect 
from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 
the ends of the heavens. 

28"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As 
soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come 
out, you know that summer is near. Even so, 
when you see these things happening, you know 
that it is near, nght at the door. ™I tell you the 
truth, this generation? will certainly not pass 

away until all these things have happened. 
31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will never pass away 


The Day and Hour Unknown 


32""No one knows about that day or hour, not 
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father, 33Be on guard! Be alert! You do not 
know when that time will come. SIt's like a man 
going away: He leaves his house and puts his ser- 
vants in charge, each with his assigned task, and 
tells the one at the door to keep watch 
Therefore keep watch because you do not 
know when the owner of the house will come 
back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or 
when the rooster crows, or at dawn. *If he comes 
suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37What 
I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’ ” 


Jesus Anointed at Bethany 


14 Now the Passover and the Feast of Unleav- 
ened Bread were only two days away, and 
the chief priests and the teachers of the law were 
looking for some sly way to arrest Jesus and kill 
him. 2’But not during the Feast,” they said, “or 
the people may riot.” 
3While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table 
in the home of aman knownas Simon the Leper, a 
woman came with an alabaster jar of very expen- 
sive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar 
and poured the perfume on his head. 
4Some of those present were saying indignantly 
to one another, “Why this waste of perfume? SIt 
could have been sold for more than a year's 


14:1 Festival Time in Jerusalem 
The Passover, celebrating the Jews’ deliverance 
from Egypt, was one of the high points of the 
Jewish calendar. All males older than twelve went 
to Jerusalem for the holiday. Thus the city was 
filled with hundreds of thousands of pilgrims at the 
time of Jesus’ death. 


#25 Isaiah 13:10; 34:4 30 Or race 
£24 Some manuscripts the new 


is preached throughout the’ 
she has done will also be told, in memory of her.” 
iThen Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve. went 
to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them. They 
were delighted to hear this and promised to ge 
hand him over. F emg) 
The Lord’s Supper "en 
2On the first day of the Feast of Unieavened 
Bread, when it was customary te sacrifice the Pass- 
you want us to go make preparations 
to eat the Passover?” wes 
1350 he sent two of his disciples, telling them, — 
“Go into the Gty, and a man carrying ajar of water 
will meet you. Follow him. Say to the owner of 
the house he enters, The Teacher asks: Where is 
my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with 
my disciples?’ 'SHe will show you a large upper 
us there.” . 
16The disciples left, went into the city and found 
things just as Jesus had told them. ‘they pre- 
pared the Passover. —s 
17When evening came, Jesus arrived with the 
Twelve. '8While they were reclining at the table 
eating, he said, “7 tell you the truth, one of you will 
betray me—one who is eating with me.” 
sThey were saddened, and one by one they 
said to him, “Surely not I?" 
20“Tt is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who 
dips bread into the bowl with me. 2'The Son of 
Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe ~ 
to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would 
be better for him if he had not been born.” 
2While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave 
thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take it; this is my body.” 4 
23Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered 
it to them, and they all drank from it, t 
“This is my blood of the? covenant, which is 
poured out for many,” he said to them. 3" tell 
you the truth, I will not drink again of the fruit of 


14:22 The Origin of the Lord’s 
Supper ~ a 
Virtually all Christian churches 

practice of Communion (Mass, 

Supper) in some form. Matthew, 


resi %) 
. 871 MARK 14:31 
he vine until that day when I drink it anew in the and the sheep will be scattered,’ 


kingdom of God.” 


‘When they had sung a hymn, they wentoutto But after have risen, I will go ahead of you into 


the Mount of Olives. Peter a Sepia-aschie me 
Jesus Predicts Peter's Denial ea ne =3 ; a test 
You will all fall away,” Jesus told them, “forit you the truth,” Jesus answered, “today 
written you yoursely winaaee ssid soy : 
| will strike the shepherd, 31But Peter insisted er eae nee if 


Zech 137 "30 Some early manuscripts do not have twice. ky 
The Day of Execution 
The disciples were totally unprepared 


\nd when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard his cry and saw how he died, he 
se 


said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!” 15:39 
E« nts in Jesus’ life—-the birth in a manger, the death on a cross—can become so familiar that 
4 we miss the point. They're too close to us. In thinking about them, it sometimes helps to let 


the mind wander and search out whole new imaj es. 
A Bible study group was asked to suggest wor images that might apply to Jesus. Common ones 
surfaced first: a Shepherd, a Lamb, a Door. Then out of nowhere came a wildly different 
nelaphor: “fireworks in reverse.” Everyone turned, puzzled, to the middle-aged woman who had 
roken 
|hink about it,” she said. “Fireworks explode with brilliant, dazzling colors and loud noises 
yet they start out in an ordinary-looking paper package. When God becama aman, the 
‘pposite happened. The Creator of everything in the universe confined himself to an unimpressive 


human package 


When the Impossible Happened me 
o event in the life of Jesus fits the woman's metabo better than his execution in Jerusalem. — 
lowers. The Son of God die? How could this 


Could the Creator of all things succumb to his creation? Disciples who had slogged through 
every other confrontation by his side now forsook him. It made no sense for Jesus, the Messiah, 
to die 

Not until later would other thoughts click into place: memories of Old Testament customs that 
hauntingly pointed to a cross, prophecies of a Messiah who was King but also a Suffering Servant 
see Isaiah 53). To die was, after all, the central reason Jesus came to earth; he had insisted on : 
that from the beginning. 


The Most Important Week ; 

Jesus’ last week so impressed the disciples that the four chroniclers of his life, including Mark, 
devoted one-third of their space to that final week in Jerusalem. By the time they wrote it down, 
of course, they could see his death in a new light: as a mournful prelude to the greatest miracle 
of all, his resurrection. 

fven so, nothing could erase the impact of those fear-filled, final days. When the eerie darkness 
had lifted and Jesus had breathed his last, the disciples learned something profound about 

»0d, and about love f 

Dorothy Sayers put it this way: “Whatever game He is Bleying ern His creation, He has kept 
His own rules and played fair. He can exact nothing from man ti at He has not exacted from . 
‘iimselt, He has Himself gone through the whole of human experience, from the trivial irritations 
0! lamily life and the cramping restriction of hard work and lack of money to the worst horrors of 
pain and humiliation, defeat, despair, and death. When He was a man, He the man. He 
was born in poverty and died in disgrace and thought it well worthwhile” (from Christian Letters 
'0 a Post-Christian World) 

A! no other point in history did the fireworks appear so powerless as the day Jesus died, They 
nad not yet been lit 

'« Questions: Put yourself in the disciples’ place. How would you have responded to news of Jesus’ 
teath? Would you have believed in him still? % 


o ort a 
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> che with you, I will never disown you.” 
the others said the same. 


Gethsemane 


© They went to a place called Gethsemane, and 
us Sand to his disaples, “Sit here while I pray.” 
took Peter, James and john along with him, 
began to be deeply distressed and troubled. 
overwhelmed with sorrow to the 
he said to them. “Stay here and 


ttle farther, he fell to the ground and 
ossible the hour might pass from 

ther,” “everything is 

= you. Take this cup from me. Yet not 
but what you will.” 

med to his disciples and 


so that you will not fall into 
The spirit is willing, but the body is 


"= he went away and prayed the same 
¢ came back, he again found them 


he third time, he said to them, 
sleeping and resting? Enough! The 
me. Look, the Son of Man is betrayed 
»ds of sinners. “Rise! Let us go! Here 
my betrayer! 


Jesus Arrested 


peaking, Judas, one of the 
With him was a cowd armed 
ubs, sent from the chief priests, 
e law, and the elders. 

ayer had arranged a signal with 
ss is the man; arrest him and 
guard.” 45Going at once to 
! and kissed him. #The 
d arrested him. 47Then one of 
drew his sword and struck the 
priest, cutting off his ear. 

g 2 rebellion,” said Jesus, “that 
with swords and clubs to cap- 
ery day I was with you, teaching in 
and you did not arrest me. But 
nust be fulfilled.” Then everyone 
im and fled. 

g man, wearing nothing but a linen 
nt, was following Jesus. When they seized 
he fled naked, leaving his garment behind. 


14:51 The Anonymous Author? 
Many scholars believe the young man in this verse 
was none other than Mark himself, author of this 
Gospel. Often, in ancient days, an author wouldn't 
use his name, but would plant a clue such as this 
(see John 21:24). 


*6! Or Messush 
1c the secomd tome 


68 Some early manuscnpts entrywmy and the rooster crowed 
(72 Some early manuscnpts do not have twee. - 


. ¥ 
against you?” ®!But Jesus remained silent and gave 
no answer. 


need any more witnesses?” 


While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of 
the servant girls of the high priest came by, 
“When she saw Peter warming himself, she 
looked closely at him. (ACN 

“ ca 
caigy 1 Hs0 were with that Nazarene, Jesus” she 
‘But he denied it. “I don’t know or understand _ 
what you're talking about,” he said, and went out 
into the entryway.< ry ‘ vl te 

“When the servant girl saw him there, she said 
again to those standing around, “This fellow isone 
c near said to 
Peter, “Surely you are one of them, for you are a 
Galilean.” “t wy eee 

71He began to call down curses on himself, and 
he swore to them, “I don’t know this man you're 
talking about.” “co SS NE ee 

“Immediately the rooster crowed the second _ 
time.# Then Peter remembered the word Jesus 
had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows 
prices you will disown me three times,'s And Ing 
broke down and wept. " haat =" 


Jesus Before Pilate aint Sell 


Very early in the morning, the chief priests, _ 
with ies aidess, doe hendenes oh nee 


rd 


the whole Sanhedrin, reached a decision, They 
bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over 
to Pilate 
Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate 
Yes, U8 a8 you say,” Jenus replied 
‘The chief priests accused him of many things, 
‘So again Pilate asked him, “Aren‘t you going to 
vnswer? See how many things they are accusing 
you of 
But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was 
amazed 
»Now it was the custom at the Feast to release a 
prisoner whom the people requested. 7A man 
called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrec- 
tionists who had committed murder in the upris- 
ing. “The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for 
them what he usually did 
*“Do you want me to release to you the king of 
the Jews?” asked Pilate, knowing it was out of 
envy that the chief priests had handed Jesus over 
tohim. !'But the chief priests stirred up the crowd 
to have Pilate release Barabbas instead. 
What shall I do, then, with the one you call 
the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked them. 
''Crucify him!’ they shouted, 
‘Why? What crime has he committed?” asked 
Pilate. 
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 
'Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released 
Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and 
handed him over to be crucified. 


The Soldiers Mock Jesus 


The soldiers, led Jesus away into the palace 
(that is, the Praetorium) and called together the 
vhole company of soldiers. 17They put a purple 
obe on him, then twisted together a crown of 
horns and set it on him. 18And they began to call 
vut to him, ‘Hail, king of the Jews!” 19Again and 
again they struck him on the head with a staff and 
pit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid hom- 
ige to him. 20And when they had mocked him, 
they took off the purple robe and put his own 
clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify 
him, 


The Crucifixion 


21A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father 
of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his 
way in from the country, and they forced him to 
carry the cross. 22They brought Jesus to the place 
called Golgotha (which means The Place of the 
Skull). 23Then they offered him wine mixed with 


15:1 Appeal for a Death Penalty 
Roman law granted the Jews many freedoms, 
including the right to their Jewish court system, the 
Sanhedrin. However, the Sanhedrin had no 
authority to order the death penalty. Seeking that 
sentence, Jesus’ opponents sent him to Pilate, the 
Roman governor. 


a ES 


“27 ts left, Sand the scripture was fulfilled which says, “He was counted 
ech ariel 439 Some manuscripts do not have heard his cry and 


Messiah (34 Psalm 22:1 


myrrl 
mora he 
what each would wet. 
211 was the third hour 
pct) written of the charge 
read: THE KING OF sépinet hin 
robbers with him, one wks gue sn oe : 
left. 7Thowe passed by hurled insu te 
him, shaking their meng “Goh You 
thn a Boing to destzoy the temple and build it in 
Vdurecih?" down from the crows and save 
Nin the same way the chief priests and’ the 


k 
f 


teachers of the law mocked 
selves. “He saved tl hint among 
save himself! 22Let this this King, of Israel, 


3 
: 
; 
: 
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and believe,” 
heaped insults on h SES Se Se 
The DeathofJesus 
At the sixth hour darkness came over the 
whole land until the ninth hour. 4And at the ninth 
hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, wes po 
ma sabachthani?’’—which means, 
God, WG ome oaekteatian rod 
35When some of those near heard this, - 
“hey said, “Listen, he’s calling et OR 
%One man ran, filled a with wine vine- 
gar, put it on a stick, and olered ‘to Jesus to 


drink. “Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah 
comes to take him down,” hesaid, = 
With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 


mother of James the younger and of Joses, and 
Salome. 4lIn Galilee these women had followed 
him and cared for his needs. Many other women 
who had come up with him to Jerusalem were also 
there. 


The Burial of Jesus 


22[t was Preparation Day (that is, the day before 
the Sabbath). So as evening approached, “Joseph 
of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, 
who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God. 
went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 
4Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already 
dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if 
Jesus had already died. When he learned from 
the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to 
Joseph. So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took 
down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and 
placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a 
stone against the entrance of the tomb. 
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw 
where he was laid. 

RO 
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MARK 16:1 
The Resurrection 
1 6 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magda-. 
lene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices so that they might go to anoint 
Jesus’ body. ?Very early on the first day of the 
after sunrise, they were on their way to 
b 5and they asked each other, “Who will 
the stone away from the entrance of the 


ut when they looked up, they saw that the 
re, which was very large, had been rolled 
they entered the tomb, they saw a 
man dressed in a white robe sitting on the 
le, and they were alarmed. 

be alarmed,” he said. *’You are looking 
he Nazarene, who was crucified. He has 
ot here. See the place where they laid 
t go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is 
ead of you into Galilee. There you will see 
s he told you.” ” 


16:1 A Late Anointing 

Jewish rules forbade handling dead bodies during 
the Sabbath. Because Jesus died during the Sabbath 
celebration, his friends and relatives couldn’t 
properly embalm and prepare his body. They 
returned to the tomb later for this purpose, only to” 
find the greatest surprise of their lives, 


16:7... and Peter 

The messenger who informed the women about 
Jesus’ resurrection pointedly asked them to tell 

“his disciples and Peter,” singling out the disciple 
who had vehemently denied Jesus. John 21 records 
a further, moving scene in which Jesus specifically 
reinstated Peter. 
ST 


4 * 
[The most reliable early manuscripts and other ancient 
witnesses do not have Mark 16:9-20.] _ 


2When J early on the first day of the 
jesus rose on of 


week, he appeared first to Mary e, out of 
whom he had driven seven demons. !°She went _ 
and told those who had been with him and who 
were mourning and weeping. 1!When they heard 
that Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, 
they did not believe it. { 
12Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form 
to two of them while they were walking in the 
country. 13These returned and reported it to the _ 
rest; but they did not believe them either. 
lsLater Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they 
were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith 
and their stubborn refusal to believe those who 
had seen him after he had risen, re? 
15He said to them, “Go into all the world and 
preach the good news to all creation. 16Whoever 
believes and is baptized will be saved, but who- 
ever does not believe will be condemned. 7And 
these signs will accompany those who believe: In 
my name they will drive out demons; they will 
speak in new tongues; !8they will pick up snakes. 
with their hands; and when they drink deadly 
poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place 
their hands on sick people, and they will get well.” 
19After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he 
was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right 
hand of God. 20Then the disciples went out and 
preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with 
them and confirmed his word by the signs that 
accompanied it. 


LUKE ne 


Like a Joy-filled Musical 
Something was brewing on planet Earth " 


jut the angel said (0 them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news of great joy that will be for 
© people.” 2:10 
ugh Luke covers the same basic territory as Matthew and Mark, he gives away his own slant 
A very lirst chapters. Matthew begins with a formal family genealogy; Mark opens with a 
bleached-desert scene. In contrast, Luke Gecies a hearty celebration. 
The way Luke (ells it, events surrounding Jesus’ birth resembled a j led musical. Characters 
great uncle, an astonished virgin, a tottery old prophetess. 


wded into the scene; a white-haired 


y all smiled broadly and, as likely as not, burst into song. 
© Mary had recovered from the shock of seeing an angel, she let loose with a beautiful 
»id priest Zechariah broke nine months ofmuenese with a rousing poem, and even 
When Jesus finally — 


born Joni the Baptist kicked for joy inside his mother’s womb (1:44). 
ide an entrance, in an inconspicuous stable, the sky filled with singing angels. Clearly, 


mething was brewing on planet Earth. 


the 


History Spiit in Two ; 
u get the feeling when you read his account that Luke wanted to Re in words the spirit 
great joy” that the angel predicted (2:10). Among dreary, defeated vi lagers in a remote corner 


the Roman Empire, something climactical Vaeced was bursting out. 
many accounts of Jesus’ life. Intimate details in 


The author tells us (1:1-4) that he research 
these first two chapters show he relied heavily on eyewitnesses, for no other Gospel writer picked 
many facts. Careful attention to detail and an undergirding tone of joy characterize Luke’s 
book 
Jesus’ birth literally split history into two parts; we memorialize the event whenever we write a 
date. The book of Luke takes us back to the world before there was an A.D. or 6.c., when Jesus’ 


life was just beginning, 
Even now, almost 2,000 years later, the commemoration of Jesus’ birth still 
We eat better during the Christmas season, buy gifts for others, donate to ch, 
‘ten. Our feelings of celebration are gentle aftershocks, reminders of the remai 


when God became a man and lived on earth. 


How to Read Luke 

Luke probably did not know Jesus personally. But as a dedicated convert in the early church, he 
accompanied the apostle Paul on missionary trips. In three of his letters, Paul refers to Luke with 
great affection. 

As he mentions in his introduction, Luke eventually saw the need to draw up a carefully 
researched account of the life of Christ. Many accounts of varying quality existed then, but Luke 
set out to interview eyewitnesses and compose a thoughtful summary. His book shows 
thoroughness and detail. It starts before Jesus’ birth, and ends with his ascension into heaven. 

You should find Luke a very appealing book to read. Luke was a gifted writer, and the stories 
he records have won their place among the classics of literature: the Good Samaritan, the Lost 
Son, the Rich Man and Lazarus. If Mark is a Gospel of action, Luke is a Gospel of relationships. It 
contains very good character descriptions. 

Look for the many different ethnic, religious, economic, and social | ee in Luke. Think of the 
diverse groups in your country. How do you think each of them woul respond to Jesus in the 


flesh? 


ip so 


gives cause for joy. 
arity, and sing more 
rkable moment 


876 
large sections of Luke that present material found nowhere else: 


Note especially two 
1-2 and chapters 10-19, 


PLANS FOR READING LUKE 
PLAN 1: An Overview of Luke in 8 Days 


Over the next eight days, read from the material that’s found in no other Gospel but 


Luke’s, 


O) Day 1. Read the Introduction to Luke and then Luke’s account in chapter 1 of the 


a events preceding Jesus’ birth. 
CO) Day 3. Read 
O) Day 4, Read 


ODay 5. Read the 


man and Lazarus. 
CO Day 7. Read chapter 18, 
0 Day 8. How did 
in chapter 24. 
PLAN 2: All of Luke in 24 Days 


010203040506 


Day 2. Read the familiar Christmas yt, 
Sener a alle eae the parable of the Good Samarit: ane 
3 chapter 12, in which Jesus draws a strong contrast between. who 

trust him, no matter how poor, and haughty rich people! PES 
famous parables, or short 


CO Day 6. Read chapter 16’s two familiar stories: the shrewd manager and the rich 


Jesus’ disciples react to his resurrection? Read a good description 


8 


Passage, chapter 2. 


stories, that Jesus tells in chapter 15. 
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Introduction 


Many have undertaken to draw up an account 

of the things that have been fulfilled’ among 
us, 2just as they were handed down to us by those 
who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants 
of the word. 3Therefore, since I myself have care- 
fully investigated everything from the beginning, 
it seemed good also to me to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4so 
that you may know the certainty of the things you 
have been taught. 


The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 


5In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a 
priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 
priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was 
also a descendant of Aaron. ®Both of them were 
upright in the sight of God, observing all the 
Lord’s commandments and regulations blameless- 
ly. 7But they had no children, because Elizabeth 
was barren; and they were both well along in 
years 

%Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty 
and he was serving as priest before God, 9he was 
chosen by lot, according to the custom of the 
priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and 
burn incense. !0And when the time for the burning 
of incense came, all the assembled worshipers 
were praying outside. 

11Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, 
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 


*1 Or been surely believed *15 Or from his mother’s womb 


3) 10 ETE aia 40150 16 


When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and 
was gripped with fear. 3But the angel said to him: 
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been 
heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and 
you are to give him the name John. !4He will be a 
joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice be- 
cause of his birth, !5for he will be great in the sight 
of the Lord, He is never to take wine or other 
fermented drink, and he will be filled with the 
Holy Spirit even from birth.» 16Many of the people 
of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 
17And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit 
and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fa- 
thers to their children and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.” 

'8Zechariah asked the angel, “How can | be sure 
of this? Lam an old man and my wife is well along 
in years.” 

19The angel answered, “I am Gabriel. I stand in 
the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak 
to you and to tell you this good news. %And now 
you will be silent and not able to speak until the 
day this happens, because you did not believe my 
words, which will come true at their proper time.” 

21Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zech- 
ariah and wondering why he stayed so long in the 
temple. When he came out, he could not speak to 
them. They realized he had seen a vision in the 
temple, for he kept making signs to them but re- 
mained unable to speak. ore 


“n* 


» 


23When his time of service was completed, he 
returned home. “After this his wife Elizabeth 
became pregnant and for five months remained in 
»The Lord has done this for me,” she 


seclusion i 
said i In these days he has shown his favor and 
taken away MY disgrace among the people.” 


The Birth of Jesus Foretold 


jn the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel 
to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin 
pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28The angel went to her and said, “Greet- 
ings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with 
you 

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and 
wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 
wBut the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, you have found favor with God. 31You will 
be with child and give birth toa son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus. 3¢He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 
Wand he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; 
his kingdom will never end.” 

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, 

since | ama virgin?” 

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadgw you. So the holy one to be born 
will be called? the Son of God. %Even Elizabeth 
your relative is going to have a child in her old age, 
ind she who was said to be barren is in her sixth 
month. 1For nothing is impossible with God.’” 

341 am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. 
May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel 
left her. 


Mary Visits Elizabeth 


At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a 
tewn-in the hill country of Judea, 40where she 
entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 
41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby 
leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit. 42In a loud voice she exclaimed: 

Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 
the child you will bear! 43But why am I so favored, 
that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
#44As soon as the sound of your greeting reached 
my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 
‘Blessed is she who has believed that what the 
Lord has said to her will be accomplished!” 


Mary’s Song 
46And Mary said: 


My soul glorifies the Lord 
4? and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has been mindful 
of the humble state of his servant. 
From now on all generations will call me 

blessed, 

49 for the Mighty One has done great things for 
me— 

holy is his name 


45 Or So the child to be born will be called holy, 
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Fi from generation genern@ns ne 

m generation to . 

S\He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
he has scattered those who are proud in 

their inmost thoughts. 

52He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
but has lifted up the humble. 

5sHe has filled the with good things _ 
but has sent the away empty. 

54He has helped his servant {srael, 
remembering to be merciful 

55to Abraham and his descendants forever, 
even as he said to our fathers,” 

5S¢Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three 
months and then returned home. 
The Birth of John the Baptist 

57When it was time for Elizabeth to have her 
baby, she gave birth toa son. Her and 
relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great 
mercy, and they shared her joy. ry 

59On the eighth day they came to circumcise the 
child, and they were going to name him after his 
father Zechariah, “but his mother spoke up and 
said, “No! He is to be called John.” Ae 

61They said to her, “There is no one among your 
relatives who has that name.” 

Then they made signs to his father, to find out 
what he would like to name the child. @He asked 
for a writing tablet, and to everyone's astonish- 
ment he wrote, “His name is John.” Immediately 
his mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, 
and he began to speak, praising God. The neigh- - 
bors were all filled with awe, and throughout the 
hill country of Judea people were talking about all 
these things. Everyone who heard this won- 
dered about it, asking, “What then is this child 
going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with him. 


Zechariah’s Song 


67His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and prophesied: 
68“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 
becatise he has come and has redeemed his 
people. 
He has raised up a horn? of salvation for us 
in the house of his servant David 
70(as he said through his holy prophets of long 
ago), 
7\salvation from our enemies 
and from the hand of all who hate us— 
72to show mercy to our fathers 
and to remember his holy covenant, 
73 the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 
74to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 
and to enable us to serve him without fear 
75 in holiness and righteousness before him all 
our days. . 


76And you, my child, will be called a prophet of 
the Most High; 
for you will go on before the Lord to 
the way for him, iin 
7to give his people the knowledge of salvation 


7 


569 Horn here symbolizes strength. 
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through the forgiveness of their sing, 
“because of the tender mercy of our God, 
by which the rising sun will come to us from 
heaven 
™to shine on those living in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the path of peace,” 


“And the child grew and became strong in 
Spirit: and he lived in the desert until he appeared 
publicly to Israel 


The Birth of Jesus 
2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree 
that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took 
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 
‘And everyone went to his own town to register. 
‘So Joseph also went up from the town of Naza- 
reth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 
David, because he belonged to the house and line 
of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, 
who was pledged to be married to him and was. 
expecting a child. (While they were there, the time 
came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to 
her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 
and placed him in a manger, because there was no. 
room for them in the inn. 


The Shepherds and the Angels 


‘And there were shepherds living out in the 
fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. !0But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. !'Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
Christ# the Lord. !2This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying ina 
manger.” 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 
host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying, 


14”Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to men on whom his 
favor rests.” 


'SWhen the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s 


——_______. 
2:1 Dating by Emperors 

Among biblical writers, only Luke dated the events 
he wrote about by referring to Roman emperors. 
He had determined (1:1-4) to write a thorough, 
factual account of Jesus’ life, which included 
setting the events in historical context. Because of 
the Roman census mentioned here, Mary had to 
travel from her hometown in a very advanced state 
of pregnancy. As a result, the’Messiah was born in 
Bethlehem, fulfilling an ancient prophecy. 


- OO 


Or Messiah 


24 Lev 126 429 Or promised, | now dismiss 


878 


© go to Bethlehem and 

pened, 

1650, 
concerning 
child, !and all who 
the shepherds said 
up all these 

raising God forall thet they had 

praising lg h and 
seen, which were just as they had been told, > 
Jesus Presented in the Temple , 

21On the eighth day, when it was time to 
cise him, he was named Jesus, the 


a : 

what is said in the Law of the Lord: "a pait af doves. 

or two young pigeons.” + haa tl 
Now there was a man in Jerusalemcalled Sim- ‘J 

eon, who was righteous and devout. He was “0 

ing for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy, . 


Holy Sete that hance ae eee 7 


Holy Spirit that he would not die before 


"Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 


J 
you now dismiss! your servant in peace. 


>For my eyes have seen your salvation, bs 
u which you have prepared in the sight of all i 


People, : , 
%a light for revelation to the Gentiles 


y wi fm " 
%There was also a prophetess, Anna, 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 


ple but worshiped night and day, fasting and 
ing. “Coming up to them at that very 


Mary d 
required by the Law of the Lord, 
Galilee to their own town of Nazi 


‘The Christ” (Greek) and “the Messiah” (Hebrew) both mean “the Anointed One”; also in verse 


“37 Or wadow for eyghty-four years 


cd 


child grew and became strong: he wan filled with 
wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him, 


The Boy Jesus at the Temple 
arenta went (0 Jerusalem for 


‘Every year t 


the Peast of the over, &When he was twelve 
years old, they went up to the Feast, according to 
the custom “!Atter the Beast was over, while his 
parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed 
betind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it, 


Ww Thinking he was in their company, they traveled 
on for a day. Then they began looking for him 
mony, thetr relatives and friends, &When they did 
not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look 
for him. #After three days they found him in the 
wmple courts, sitting among the teachers, listen= 
ine to them and asking them questions, 4/Byvery~ 
ye who heard him was amazed at his under- 
tanding and his answers, &When his parents saw 
him, they were astonished, His mother said to 
him, “Son, why have you treated ug like this? Your 
ither and | have been anxiously searching for 
you 
ww’ Why were you searching for me?” he asked. 
Didnt you know I had to be in my Father's 
house “But they did not understand what he 
was saying to them 
‘Then he went down to Nazareth with them 
and was obedient te them. But his mother trea- 
ired all these things in her heart, 2And Jesus 
grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with 
God and men 


John the Baptist Prepares the Way 


In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 
Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip 
te(rarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias te- 
trarch of Abilene— 2during the high priesthood of 
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
john son of Zechariah in the desert. 3He went into 
\ll the country around the Jordan, preaching a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
\s is writerrin the book of the words of Isaiah the 
prophet: 


A voice of one calling in the desert, 

Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him. 

Every valley shall be filled in, 
every mountain and hill made low. 
The crooked roads shall become straight, 
the rough ways smooth. 
And all mankind will see God’s salvation. 


————$—_——_—————— TT 


2:41 Jesus’ Childhood 

Most Christmas pageants rely heavily on Luke 
because of his thoroughness in reporting the facts 
of Jesus’ birth. And only Luke recorded the brief 
glimpses of Jesus’ early years given in this chapter. 
For this reason, many scholars believe Luke must 
have interviewed Mary, mother of Jesus, during his 
investigations into Jesus’ life. 
——_ 
*15 Or Messiah 


+6 Isaiah 40:35 <16 Orin 


i a 


Tlohn naid to the crowds coming out to be 
tized by him, “You brood of vipa Wins oarrted 
you to flee from the coming wrath? "Produce fruit 
in keeping with repentance, And do not begin to 
way to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham ae our far 
ther.’ For tell you that out of these stones God can 
raine up children for Abraham. “The ax is already 
at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not 
produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown 
into the fire,” : 

10" What should we do then?” the crowd asked, 

Mjohn answered, “The man with two tunics 
should share with him who has none, and the: 
who has food should do the same.” " 

2Tax collectors also came to be meio 
“Teacher,” they avked, “what should we € 

Don’t collect any more than you are required 
to,” he told them, 

“Then some soldiers asked him, “And what 
should we do?” ‘ 

He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t ac- 
cuse people falsely—be content with your pay.” 

ISThe people were waiting expectantly and were» 
all wondering in their hearts ifJohn might possibly 
be the Christ.” John answered them all, “I bap- 
tize you withe water, But one more powerful than 
1 will come, the thongs of whose sandals | am not 
worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the 
Spirit and with fire. !7His winnowing fork is in his 
hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire.” 1#And with many other 
words John exhorted the people and preached the 
good news to them. 

But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch 
because of Herodias, his brother's wife, and all the 
other evil things he had done, 29Herod added this 
to them all: He locked John up in prison. 


The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 


21When all the people were being baptized, 
Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, 
heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descend- 
ed on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice 
came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom | love; 
with you | am well pleased.” 

23Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old 
when he began his ministry. He was the son, so it 
was thought, of Joseph, 


the son of Heli, 24the son of Matthat, 
the son of Levi, the son of Melki, 
the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 
2the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, 
the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, 
the son of Naggai, 26the son of Maath, 
the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein, 
the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 
2the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, 
the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, 


the son of Neri, the son of Melki, v 
the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, oy 
the son of Elmadam, the son of Er, 

the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, r 
the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, 


sansa 
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the son of bevi, Mihe wan of Sineon, 
the son OF fudah, (he aon of Joseph, 
(he aon oF fonan, the aan of tial im, 
“he aon of Melted, the aan of Menna, 
the son of Mattatha, the aan of Nathan, 
the son of David, “ihe won of Jeane, 
the son of Obed, the son of Wong, 
the kon OF Salmon the son of Nahshon, 
“the son of Amminadaty, the nen of Ran, 
the son of Hexron, the son of Peres, 
the son of Judah, “the won of Jacob, 
the son of Iyaae, the aon of Abraham, 
the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 
“the son of Serug, the son of Reu, 
the son of Peleg, the son of Uber, 
the son of Shelah, “the son of € ainan, 
the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, 
the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 
“the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoeh, 
the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, 
the son of Kenan, the son of Enosh, 
the son of Seth, the son of Adam, 
the son of God 


The Temptation of Jesus 


Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the 
Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 
2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. 
He ate nothing during those days, and at the end 
of them he was hungry, 
‘The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of 
God, tell this stone to become bread.” 
‘Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not 
live on bread alone.‘ 
5The devil led him up to a high place and 
showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 
world.*And he said to him, “I will give you all 
their authority and splendor, for it has been given 
to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7So if 
you worship me, it will all be yours.” 
SJesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the 
Lord your God and serve him only.’d” 
°*The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him 
stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you 
are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself 
down from here. !0For it is written: 


“He will command his angels concerning you 
to guard you carefully; 
‘they will lift you up in their hands, 
so that you will not strike your foot against a 
stone.’ 


Sa EENInnnieenemeeemeee 


3:38 A Gospel for the Gentiles 
Matthew's Gospel traced Jesus’ roots back to 
Abraham, father of the Jewish race. But Luke, 
probably the only Gentile writer of the New 
Testament, emphasized that Jesus’ good news was 
for all people, not just the Jews. In keeping with 
that purpose, he carried Jesus’ lineage all the way 
back to the first man, Adam. 


#32 Some early manuscripts Sala 


widely. 4 Deut. 8:3 48 Deut. 6:13 


"33 Some manuscripts Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Ani: other 
#11 Psalm 91:11,12 
word was used for various diseases affecting the skin—not necessarily leprosy. 


jeaus anawered, 
your God to the test.” 
When the devil had fi ] 
he left him until ani opportune time. 
Jenus Kejected at Nazareth — , 
Jesus returned 10 Galilee in the: 
about him 


and news 


day 
custom. And he stood 
Up to read, '7The scroll of the 
handed to him, Unrolling, it, 
where it is written: ¥ 


The Spirit of the Lord iv on me, 


because he has anointed me 
to preach good news to the poor, 


He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the — 
prisoners 2 >. 

and recovery of sight for the blind, ne 
to release the oppressed, is 


19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor."¢ 

“Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back tothe 
attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in 
the synagogue were fastened on him, land he 
began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing.’” . 

2All spoke well of him and were amazed at the: 
gracious ba that pea from his lips. “Isn't this 
Joseph's son?” they asked. 4 

Dlestk said to them, “Surely you will quote this 
Proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself! Do here 
in your hometown what we have heard that you 
did in Capernaum.’” 

1 tell you the truth,” he continued, “no 
prophet is accepted in his hometown. 21 assure 
you that there were many widows in Israel in Eli- 
jah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a 
half years and there was a severe famine through- 
out the land. 26Yet Elijah was not sent to any of 
them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of 
Sidon. 27And there were many in Israel with lep- 
rosy’ in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one 
of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 

28All the people in the synagogue were furious 
when they heard this. °They got up, drove him 
out of the town, and took him to the brow of the 
TT 
4:26 Hard Words for cio 
Luke’s book stresses the universal appeal of the 
gospel. In both of these Old Testament stories (the 
Zarephath widow and Naaman), God senta 
(nor Jews Such ah soa Sana a 


inflammatory that a mob to kill 
far as is known, Jesus never returned to his et 
territory of Nazareth. 


(12 Deut. 6:16 419 Isaiah 61 
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hill on which the town was built, in order to throw other, “What is this ere ningt With authority: 


him down the cliff, “But he walked right through power he gives orders 

the crowd and went on his way. out!” And the news about him 4 

Jesus Drives Out an Evil Spirit out the surrounding, area, fea ‘y 
“Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in . * i ie 

Galilee. snd on the Sabbath began to teach the _ J¢8#8 Heals Many 

deople “They were amazed at his teaching, be- Jesus left the 

: con his message had authority, of Simon. Now A and went to the home 


In the synagogue there was a man possessed —_ ing froma high fever, and they asked Jovus to 
by a demon, an Be ia He cried out at the top _her. So he bent over her and rebuked hee 
his voice, "Hal What do you want with us, anditleft her. She got up atonce began t 
le vt Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us?! on them. gtd me be 
know who you are—the Holy One of God!” ‘UWhen the sun was setting, the people brought 
Be quiet!” Jesus said sternly, “Come out of — to Jesus all who had various Pal opin and 
Then the demon threw the man down be- laying his hands on each one, he healed them, 
them ail and came out without injuring him, ‘IMoreover, demons came out of many bin! 
All the people were amazed and said to each shouting, “You are the Son of Goa!” 


eck unclean: also in verse 36 


A Physician Looks at the Poor 
The surprising emphasis of an upper-class writer 


» not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.” 5:31 


¢ 
great doctor once compared his professional duties to worki at the complaint section 

A large organization. “All through medical school | studied the body's wonderful engi aoe 
healthy body is perfect—absolutely beautiful to observe. But in ractice | id psoas 
people whose bodies don’t work right. | hear only complaints. After a while, it’s easy to lose 
perspective.” 

uke, a physician, knew firsthand about sick and suffering people; he, too, heard their daily 

nplaints. Yet somehow he never became callous. In fact, his Gospel focuses on Jesus’ ministry 

society's “complaint section”: the poor, the sick, and the neglected. ; ’ 


Jesus Announcés His Mission 

in Luke, even Mary's opening song strikes a chord for the poor and hungry (1:46-55). Using 

svorite title for Jesus (“Son of Man’) 80 times, Luke reveals him as a true servant of all Mera) 

Luke 4 shows Jesus boldly declaring why he came to earth, He had just resisted tem 
wealth and power, and returned from the desert to his hometown. There jesus, a joea age be 
snnounced his unique mission from God: to preach good news to the poor, to free 5 
heal the blind, and release the oppressed (4:18-19). 

With little editorial comment, Luke follows Jesus from town to town. Jesus avoided such 
‘ashionable places as the resort town of Tiberias. He stayed near the farming communities and 
lishing villages clustered around the Sea of Galilee, serving the needs of humble people. 

Reaction to Jesus varied. Naturally, the sick clamored for his attention, begging for healing. 
Even a few powertul people believed in him, including a respected Roman centurion and a 
synagogue ruler. But the religious leaders constantly challenged his actions, and his own 
neighbors angrily chased him out of town. 


An Unlikely Friend of the Poor 

Luke skillfully brings his characters to life in vignettes. Learned and isticated, he uses the 
linest Greek of any Gospel writer; but, ironically, he focuses mainly on the poor and the outcast. 
Women, largely ignored by ancient historians, play a large role: Lul e introduces 13 women © 
mentioned in no other Gospel. He also shows a delight and appreciation for children. 

It may seem strange that Luke, by education and profession a member of the upper class, 
emerged as a champion of the poor and the oppressed. Evidently, Jesus’ had affected 
him deeply. As Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the | have not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (5:31,32). a 
Life Questions: As Luke tells it, Jesus threatened the rich and powerful, but appealed to the poor 
oul If Jesus came today, how would those two groups in our society respond to him? 
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rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, 

because they knew he was the Christ.« 

#2At daybreak Jesus went out toa solitary place. 

The people were looking for him and when they 

came to where he was, they tried to keep him from 

leaving them. 43But he said, “I must preach the 
good news of the kingdom of God to the other 
towns also, because that is why I was sent.” 4And 
he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.» 

The Calling of the First Disciples 

5 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of 

Gennesaret,¢ with the people crowding 
around him and listening to the word of God, 2he 
saw at the water's edge two boats, left there by the 
fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3He got 
into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, 
and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then 
he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 

4When he had finished speaking, he said to Si- 
mon, “Put out into deep water, and let down? the 
nets for a catch.” 

5Simon answered, “Master, we've worked hard 
all night and haven't caught anything. But because 
you say so, ! will let down the nets.” 

®When they had done so, they caught such a 
large number of fish that their nets began to break. 
7So they signaled their partners in the other boat to 
come and help them, and they came and filled 
both boats so full that they began to sink. 

8When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ 
knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; | ama 
sinful man!” 9For he and all his companions were 
astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 
and so were James and John, the sons of Zebe- 
dee, Simon’s partners. 

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from 
now on you will catch men,’ 11So they pulled their 
boats up on shore, left everything and followed 
him 


The Man With Leprosy 


!2While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man 
came along who was covered with leprosy.¢ 
When he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the 
ground and begged him, “Lord, if you are willing, 
you can make me clean.” 

13Jesus reached out his hand and touched the 
man. “I am willing,’ he said. “Be clean!” And 
immediately the leprosy left him. 

Then Jesus ordered him, “Don’t tell anyone, 
but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the 
sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleans- 
ing, as a testimony to them.” 

15Yet the news about him spread all the more, so. 
that crowds of people came to hear him and to be 
healed of their sicknesses. 16But Jesus often with- 
drew to lonely places and prayed: 


Jesus Heals a Paralytic 


'7One day as he was teaching, Pharisees and 
teachers of the law, who had come from every 
village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem, 
were sitting there. And the power of the Lord was 


“41 Or Messiah 
plural 


"44 Or the land of the Jews; some manuscripts Galilee f 
‘12 The Greek word was used for various diseases affecting the skin—not necessarily leprosy. 


God alone?” 

2Jesus knew what they were thinking and 
asked, “Why are you thinking these things in your 
hearts? 23Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 4But that 
you may know that the Son of Man has authority 
on earth to forgive sins. . . ."’ He said to the para- 
lyzed man, “1 tell you, get up, take your mat and 
go home.” 25Immediately he stood up in front of 
them, took what he had been lying on and went 
home praising God. 26Everyone was amazed and 
gave praise to God, They were filled with awe and 
said, “We fave seen remarkable things today.” 
The Calling of Levi ‘ 

27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collec- 
tor by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. 
“Follow me," Jesus said to him, #8and Levi gotup, 
left everything and followed him. 

29Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his 
house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and 
others were eating with them. But the Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law who belonged to their 
sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat 
and drink with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?” 

3ljesus answered them, “It is not the healthy 
who need a doctor, but the sick. 321 have not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 
Jesus Questioned About Fasting 

33They said to him, “John’s disciples often fast 
and pray, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, 
but yours go on eating and drinking.” 

Jesus answered, “Can you make the guests of 
the bridegroom fast while he is with them? 35But 
the time will come when the bridegroom will be 
taken from them; in those days they will fast.” 

3¢He told them this parable; “No one tears a 
patch from a new garment and sews it on an old 
one. If he does, he will have torn the new garment, 
and the patch from the new will not match the old. 
37And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. 
If he does, the new wine will burst the skins, the 
wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. 
38No, new wine must be poured into new wine- 
skins. 3°And no one after drinking old wine wants 
the new, for he says, ‘The old is better,’ ” 


Lord of the Sabbath 


6 One Sabbath Jesus was going through the 
grainfields, and his disciples began to pick 
some heads of grain, rub them in their hands and 


“1 That is, Sea of Galilee 44 The Greek verb is 


eat the kernels. 2Some of the Pharisees asked, 
Why are you doing what is unlawful on the Sab- 
bath? 
Jesus answered them, “Have you never read 
what David did when he and his companions were 


hungry? ¢He entered the house of God, and taking 
the consecrated bread, he ate what is lawful only 
for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his 
companions.” ‘Then Jesus said to them, “The Son 
of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” 

On another Sabbath he went into the syna- 
gogue 1 was teaching, and a man was there 
whose right hand was shriveled. 7The Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law were looking for a 
reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him close- 
ly to see if he would heal on the Sabbath, 8But 
Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to 
the man with the shriveled hand, “Get up and 
stand in front of everyone.” So he got up and 
stood there. 

‘Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which is 
lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to 
ive life or to destroy it?’’ 

‘He looked around at them all, and then said to 
the man, ‘‘Stretch out your hand.” He did so, and 
his hand was completely restored. 1But they were 
furious and began to discuss with one another 
what they might do to Jesus. 


The Twelve Apostles 


'2One of those days Jesus went out to a moun- 
tainside to pray, and spent the night praying to 
God. When morning came, he called his disci- 
ples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he 
also designated apostles: Simon (whom he 
named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, 
Philip, Bartholomew, !5Matthew, Thomas, James 
son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the 
Zealot, !6Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, 
vho became a traitor 


Blessings and Woes 


'7He went down with them and stood ona level 
place. A large crowd of his disciples was there and 
1 great number of people from all over Judea, from 
Jerusalem, and from the coast of Tyre and Sidon, 
‘who had come to hear him and to be healed of 
their diseases. Those troubled by evil¢ spirits were 

ed, 9and-the people all tried to touch him, 
cause power Was coming from him and healing 
them all. 


6:9 When Love and Rules 


Conflict 

Luke’s vignettes on Jesus and the Sabbath (see also 
13:10-17) demonstrate the legalism Jesus opposed. 
Jews of his day observed very strict rules governing 
what could be done on the Sabbath. Religious 
leaders became furious at Jesus for “breaking” the 
traditions. His crime? Healing people on the 
Sabbath. Jesus refused to let traditions interfere 
with compassion for needy people. 


reek unclean 


29Looking at his disciples, he said: 
“Blessed are you who are poor, b t 
for yours is the kingdom of God. 
21Blessed are you who hunger now, yaa ‘ 
for you will be satisfied. i 
Blessed are you who weep now, \. 
for you will laugh. ‘i 
Blessed are you when men hate you, 
when they exclude you and insult you 
and reject your name as evil, 
because of the Son of Man. 
25"Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, 
great is your reward in heaven. For that is how 
their fathers treated the prophets. 
24But woe to you who are rich, 
for you have already received your comfort. 
25Woe to you who are well fed now, 
for you will go hungry. 
Woe to you who laugh now, 
for you will mourn and weep. 
26Woe to you when all men speak well of you, 
for that is how their fathers treated the false 
prophets. 


Love for Enemies 


27“But I tell you who hear me: Love your ene- 
mies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 
291f someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him 
the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not 
stop him from taking your tunic. Give to every- 
one who asks you, and if anyone takes what be- 
longs to you, do not demand it back. 3!Do to others 
as you would have them do to you. 

32If you love those who love you, what credit is 
that to you? Even ‘sinners’ love those who love 
them. %3And if you do good to those who are good 
to you, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ do 
that. 4And if you lend to those from whom you 
expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even 
‘sinners’ lend to ‘sinners,’ expecting to be repaid in 
full. But love your enemies, do good to them, 
and lend to them without expecting to get any- 
thing back. Then your reward will be great, and 
you will be sons of the Most High, because he is 
kind to the ungrateful and wicked. %Be merciful, 
just as your Father is merciful. 
Judging Others _ 

37Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do 
not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it 
will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together and running over, will be 
poured into your lap. For with the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you,” 

39He also told them this parable: “Can a blind 
man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall intoa 
pit? #A student is not above his teacher, but every- 
one who is fully trained will be like his teacher. 

41’Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in 
your brother's eye and pay no attention to the 
plank in your own eye? “How can you say to your 
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brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your 
eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the plank in 
your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank 
out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to 
remove the speck from your brother's eye. 


A Tree and Its Fruit 
#"No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad 
tree bear good fruit. #Each tree is recognized by its 
own fruit. People do not pick figs from thorn- 
bushes, or grapes from briers, The good man 
brings good things out of the good stored up in his 
heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the 
evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow 
of his heart his mouth speaks. 
The Wise and Foolish Builders 
46’'Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not 
do what I say? 471 will show you what he is like 
who comes to me and hears my words and puts 
them into practice. #He is like a man building a 
house, who dug down deep and laid the founda- 
tion on rock. Whena flood came, the torrent struck 
that house but could not shake it, because it was 
well built. 48But the one who hears my words and 
does not put them into practice is like a man who 
built a house on the ground without a foundation. 
The moment the torrent struck that house, it col- 
lapsed and its destruction was complete.” 
The Faith of the Centurion 
7 When Jesus had finished saying all this in the 
hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum, 
2There a centurion’s servant, whom his master 
valued highly, was sick and about to die. 3The 
centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of 
the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his 
servant. ‘When they came to Jesus, they pleaded 
earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have 
you do this, because he loves our nation and has 
built our synagogue.” So Jesus went with them. 
He was not far from the house when the centu- 
rion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t trou- 
ble yourself, for 1 do not deserye to have you come 
under my roof. 7That is why I did not even con- 
sider myself worthy to come to you, But say the 
word, and my servant will be healed. *For! myself 
am a man under authority, with soldiers under 
me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, 
‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do 
this,’ and he does it.” 
9When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, 
and turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I 
tell you, | have not found such great faith even in 
Israel.” 0Then the men who had been sent re- 
turned to the house and found the servant well. 


Jesus Raises a Widow's Son 

11So0n afterward, Jesus went to a town called 
Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went 
along with him, @As he approached the town 
gate, a dead person was being carried out—the 
only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And 
a large crowd from the town was with her, When 


#17 Or the land of the Jews 
27 Mal. 21 


£22 The Greek word was used for various diseases. 


the Lord saw her, his heart 
said, “Don'tcry.” 
ne 
still. + 
Tsay to you, get up!” SThe dead man sat up an 
Jesus gave him back to his — 


*» 


» said, “John 
the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one 
who was to come, or should we expect someone 


else?’”” K 
21At that very time Jesus cured many who had 
sight to many who were blind. 2So he repl 
the messengers, “Go back and report what 
you have seen and heard: The blind receive s 
the lame walk, those who have leprosy* are 
cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 
good news is preached to the poor. Blessed is the 
man who does not fall away on account of me.” 
After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowd about John: “Wha 
out into the desert to see? A reed sv iby 
wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A man 
dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear ex- 
pensive clothes and indulge in are in pal- 
aces. 2sBut what did you go out to see? A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is ~ 
the one about whom it is written: 


“ “will send my messenger ahead of 
who will prepare your way before you. 
28] tell: you, among those born of women there is 


no one greater than John; yet the one who is least 
in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 


ul 
- 


yl 


rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because 
they had not been baptized by John.) 

u'To what, then, can I compare the people of 
this generation? What are they like? 32They are like 


children sitting in the marketplace and calling out 
to each other: 


We played the flute for you, 
and you did not dance; 

we sang a dirge, 
and you did not cry.’ 


“For John the Baptist came neither eating bread 
nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.” 
“The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and 
you say, ‘Here isa glutton and a drunkard, a friend 
of tax collectors and “sinners.” ‘ 5But wisdom is 
proved right by all her children. 


Jesus Anointed by a Sinful Woman 


Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have 
linner with him, so he went to the Pharisee’s 
house and reclined at the table. 37When a woman 
who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that 
Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she 
brought an alabaster jar of perfume, Sand as she 
stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to 
wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them 
with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on 
them. 
3°>When the Pharisee who had invited him saw 
‘this, he said to himself, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know who is touching him and 
what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 
40Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have some- 
thing to tell you.” 
“Tell me, teacher,”’ he said. 
41Two men owed money to a certain money- 
lender. One owed him five hundred denarii,# and 
the other fifty. 42Neither of them had the money to 
pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. 
Now which of them will love him more?” 
43Simon replied, “1 suppose the one who had 
the bigger debt canceled.” 
You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 
4Then he turned toward the woman and said to 
Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? | came into your 
house. You did not give me any water for my feet, 
but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them 
with her hair. 45You did not give me a kiss, but this 
woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped 
kissing my feet. #You did not put oil omy head, 
but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47There- 
sore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven 
for she loved much. But he who has been for- 
given little loves little.” 
#Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are for- 
given.” 
“The other guests began to say among them- 
selves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 
S0Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has 
saved you; go in peace.” 


4) A denarius was a coin worth about a day's wages. 
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: : 
is sled ee ee 
néws of the Cha. ecco’ re 
with him, and who had been 
cured of evil spit “Mary (called 
Magdalene) from who demons had come 
out; JJoarina the wife o he manager of Her- 
od’s household; ina; and many others. These 
women were helping to support them out of their 
own means. “ 1 
4While a large crowd 7 people 
were coming to Jesus from | town, he 
told this parable: 5“A farmer went out to sow his 
seed. As he was scattering the seed, some 
along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of 
the air ate it up. ‘Some on rock, and when it 
came up, the plants aie iaiaees thay no 
moisture. 7Other among thorns, which 
grew up with it and c the plants. §Still other 
seed fell on good soil. It came up and a 


crop, a hundred times more than was tein 
When he said this, he called out, “He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear.” vie 
9His disciples asked him what this para 
meant. Bilatpry Sa stapes of 
the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to 
others I speak in parables, sothat, 
“though seeing, they may not see; 
though hearing, they may not understand."? | 
1"This is the meaning of the parable: The seed 
is the word of God. !2Those along the path are the 
ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes 
away the word from their hearts, so that they may 
not believe and be saved. !SThose on the rock are 
the ones who receive the word with joy when they 
hear it, but they have no.root. They believe for a 
while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 
\sThe seed that fell among thorns stands for those 
who hear, but as they go on their way they are 


A Lamp ona Stand 


1oNo one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or 
puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts it on a stand, 
so that those who come in can see the light. 17For 
there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, 


8:3 How Did Jesus Support 
Himself? 


from town to town, gifts 
appreciative listeners. points out that certain 
women who had been healed by Jesus 
provide for him. In all, Luke introduces 1 
who do not appear in the other Gospels. 


*10 Isaiah 69 
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and nothing concealed that will not be known or 
brought out into the open, '8Therefore consider 
carefully how you listen, Whoever has will be giv- 
en more; whoever does not have, even what he 
thinks he has will be taken from him.” 

Jesus’ Mother and Brothers 


'9Now Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see 
him, but they were not able to get near him be- 
cause of the crowd, 20Someone told him, “Your 
mother and brothers are standing outside, want- 
ing to see you.” 

21He replied, “My mother and brothers are 
those who hear God’s word and put it into prac- 
tice.” 

Jesus Calms the Storm 

2One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let's go 
over to the other side of the lake.” So they got into 
a boat and set out. 3As they sailed, he fell asleep. 
A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat 
was being swamped, and they were in great dan- 
ger. 

*4The disciples went and woke him, saying, 
“Master, Master, we're going to'drown!”” 

He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging 
waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. 
25”Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples, 

In fear and amazement they asked one another, 
“Who is this? He commands even the winds and 
the water, and they obey him.” 


The Healing of a Demon-possessed Man 


26They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes,4 
which is across the lake from Galilee, 27When Jesus 
stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-pos- 
sessed man from the town. For a long time this 
man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but 
had lived in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he 
cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of 
his voice, ‘What do you want with me, Jesus, Son 
of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture 
me!” 2°For Jesus had commanded the evild spirit 
to come out of the man. Many times it had seized 
him, and though he was chained hand and foot 
and kept under guard, he had broken his chains 
and had been driven by the demon into solitary 
places. 
3Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 
“Legion,” he replied, because many demons 
had gone into him. 31And they begged him re- 
peatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. 
32A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the 
hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go 
into them, and he gave them permission. 33When 
the demons came out of the man, they went into 
the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank 
into the lake and was drowned. 

When those tending the pigs saw what had 
happened, they ran off and reported this in the 
town and countryside, 35and the people went out 
to see what had happened. When they came to 
Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons 
had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in 


#26 Some manuscripts Gadarenes; other manuscripts Gergesenes; also in verse 37 


years, and she had spent all she had on doctors 


his right mind; and they were afraid, ¥ 
had seen it told the People how the 


: sessed man had been cured. 37Then all the 


ey were overcome with fear. So 
he got into the boat and left. 


3The man from whom the demons had gone 
out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him 
away, saying, 3%Return home and tell how much 
God has done for you.” So the man went away and 


told all over town how much Jesus had done for 
him. 


A Dead Girl and a Sick Woman 


4#Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed 
him, for they were all expecting him, 41Then a man 
named Jairus, a ruler of the Synagogue, came and 
fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with him to come to his 
house 42because his only daughter, a girl of about 
twelve, was dying, 

As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost 
crushed him. 43And a woman was there who had 
been subject to bleeding for twelve years,< but no 
One could heal her. 44She came up behind him and 
touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her 
bleeding stopped. 

45’Who touched me?” Jesus asked. 

When they all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the 
People are crowding and Pressing against you.” 

46But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; I know 
that power has gone out from me.’’ 

47Then the woman, seeing that she could not go 
unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In 
the presence of all the people, she told why she 
had touched him and how she had been instantly 
healed. 48Then he said to her, “Daughter, your 
faith has healed you. Go in Peace.” 

#While Jesus was still speaking, someone came 
from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. 
“Your daughter is dead,” he said. “Don’t bother 
the teacher any more.” 

Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be 
afraid; just believe, and she will be healed.” 

51When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did 
not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John 
and James, and the child’s father and ther. 
52Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and 
mourning for her. “Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She 
is not dead but asleep.” J ' 

53They laughed at him, knowing that she was 
dead. But he took her by the hand and said, “My 
child, get up!’ 55Her spirit returned, and at once 
she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her 
something to eat. 5Her parents were astonished, 
but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had 
happened. 


Jesus Sends Out the Twelve 


When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he 
9 gave them power and authority to drive out all 
demons and to cure diseases, 2and he sent them 
out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the 
sick. 3He told them: “Take nothing for the journey 
—no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra 


£29 Greek unclean “43 Many manuscripts 
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. 4Whatever house you enter, stay there until still others that one of the prophets of 

leave that town. SIf people do not welcome — come back to life. 9But Herod said, “I 

shake the dust off your feet when you leave John, Who, then, is this | hearsuch things about?” 
town, as a testimony against them.” 6Sothey —_ And he tried to see him. 

ut and went from village to village, preaching tam 6 

© gospel and healing people everywhere, Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand ree 
w Herod the tetrarch heard about all that 10When the apostles returned, they reported to. 
on And he was perplexed, because Jesus what they had done. Then he took them with 
saying that John had been raised from —_ him and they withdrew by themselves to a town 


ead sothers that Elijah had appeared, and called Bethsaida, libut the crowds learned about it 


INSIGHT 


The Power of a Name 
Jesus’ time on earth was running out 


He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me. 10:16 
hristians speak “in the name of Jesus.” But that familiar phrase may not be clear for some of 
C us. It is similar to when someone writes a letter as a representative of a ment. The 
vords have more power and effect than if the letter is sent in the name of the writer ie 
it is one thing to represent the ruler of your country; it is quite another to nt and 
se his name. Yet Jesus had exactly that plan in mind for his followers. He lected simple 
folk like James and Andrew to bear his name and represent him to. the world. In the same 
that a governor or president delegates authority to people acting on his behalf, Jesus gave his 
followers his own authority and power. 
Jesus’ time on earth was funlag out. Luke 9:51 records that he “resolutely set out for 
Jerusalem,” on his way to die. Only a few weeks remained for him to train those 
would be left behind to carry his name: “Christ-ians.” Jesus used the time as a crash training 
ourse for his followers. 
Chapters 9-19 contain many of Jesus’ events and sayings found nowhere else in the Bible. First 
ent out the Twelve, then 72 others, to announce his message to all who would listen. These 
chapters convey Jesus’ last detailed instructions to his loyal followers. 4 


Final Instructions 

Everything about Jesus’ life increased in intensty along the treacherous road to Jerusalem. As he 
taught his small group of disciples, gawking crowds shoved in from all sides, sometimes even 
trampling each other. From those crowds, Pharisees tossed out hard questions, seeking to trap 
Jesus 

Jesus did not soften his words in the face of danger, Instead, he emphasized the severe cost of 
jollowing him. Frequently he talked about prayer, the church’s life-giving connection to the 
Father 

Later, the apostle Paul would say that we, the church, actually form Christ's body in the world. 
By coming to earth, and then feavin Jesus ushered in a completely new chapter in history. And, 
1s he prepared for departure, he called on his people—the disciples, and us—to represent him. In 
every sense, we bear his name. 
Lite Questions: What does it mean to pray “in Jesus’ name’? How can your life have the power and 
iuthority of Jesus behind it? 
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and followed him. He welcomed them and spoke 
to them about the kingdom of God, and healed 
those who needed healing. 

12Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him 
and said, “Send the crowd away so they can go to 
the surrounding villages and countryside and find 
food and lodging, because we are in a remote place 

ere. 

13He replied, “You give them something to eat.’” 

They answered, “We have only five loaves of 
bread and two fish—unless we go and buy food for 
all this crowd.” (About five thousand men were 
there.) 

But he said to his disciples, “Have them sit 
down in groups of about fifty each.” 15The disci- 
ples did so, and everybody sat down. 16Taking the 
five loaves and the two fish and looking up to 
heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he 
gave them to the disciples to set before the people. 
I7They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples 
picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that 
were left over. 


Peter’s Confession of Christ 

'8Once when Jesus was praying in private and 
his disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who 
do the crowds say I am?” 

\9They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; oth- 
ers say Elijah; and still others, that one of the 
prophets of long ago has come back to life.” 

20’’But what about you?” he asked. “Who do 
you say lam?” . 

Peter answered, “The Christ? of God.” 

21Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to 
anyone. 22And he said, “The Son of Man must 
suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, 
chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must 
be kiHed and on the third day be raised to life.” 

2Then he said to them all: “If anyone would 
come after me, he must deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow me. 24For whoever 
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for me will save it. What good is it for a 
man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit 
his very self? 26If anyone isashamed of me and my 
words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him 
when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the 
Father and of the holy angels. 271 tell you the truth, 
some who are standing here will not taste death 
before they see the kingdom of God.” 


The Transfiguration 


28About eight days after Jesus said this, he took 
Peter, John and James with him and went up onto 
a mountain to pray. 29As he was praying, the ap- 
pearance of his face changed, and his clothes 
became as bright as a flash of lightning. \Two 
men, Moses and Elijah, “!appeared in glorious 
splendor, talking with Jesus. They spoke about his 
departure, which he was about to bring to fulfill- 
ment at Jerusalem. 32Peter and his companions 
were very sleepy, but when they became fully 
awake, they saw his glory and the two men stand- 
ing with him. As the men were leaving Jesus, 


"20 Or Messiah "42 Greek unclean 


«54 Some manuscripts them, even as Elijah did 


son, for he is my only child. 9A spirit seizes him 
and he suddenly screams; it throws him into con- 
vulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It scarcely 
ever leaves him and is destroying him. #1 begge 
your disciples to drive it out, but they could not.” 
41’O unbelieving and perverse generation, 
Jesus replied, “how long shall | stay with you and 
put up with you? Bring yourson here.” 
Even while the boy was coming, the demon 
‘threw him to the ground in a convulsion. But Jesus 
rebuked the evil? spirit, healed the boy and gave _ 
him back to his father. And they were all amazed 
at the greatness of God. ss 
While everyone r 
did, he said to his 44"Listen carefully 
what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man 
going to be betrayed into the hands of men.” But 
they did not understand what this meant. It was 
hidden from them, so that they did not grasp it, — 
and they were afraid to ask him about it. ure 
; HS Q 
Who Will Be the Greatest? ad 
4©An argument started among the disciples as to 
which of them would be the greatest. 47Jesus, 
knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had 
him stand beside him. #8Then he said to them, — 
“Whoever welcomes this little child in my name 
welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me wel- 
comes the one who sent me. For he who is least 
among you all—he is the greatest." © 
49""Master,”” said John, “we saw a man driving 
out demons in your name and we tried to 


him, because he is not one of us.” Newbee 
50”Do not stop him,” Jesus said, “for v is 
not against you is for you.” 


Bie wey 


Samaritan Opposition 
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rebuked them, Sand@ they went to another yil- 
lage 
The Cost of Following Jesus 
As they were walking along the road, o man 
vid to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 


esus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of 
the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place 


y his head 


He said to another man. “Follow me.” 
But the man replied. “1 ord, first let me go and 
bury my father ; 
“Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their 


) dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom 
ad 


ther said, “I will follow you, Lord; but 

me go back and say good-by to my family.” 

Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to 

the plow and looks back is fit for service in the 
gdom of God 


Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-two 


1 0 \tter this the Lord appointed seventy-two? 

thers and sent them two by two ahead of 
hin ery town and place where he was about 
to go. 2He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but 


he workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
erefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
Go! | am sending you out like lambs among 
‘Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and 

io not greet anyone on the road. 

When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to 
this house.’ ®lf a man of peace is there, your peace 
will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. 7Stay in 
that house, eating and drinking whatever they 
give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do 
not move around from house to house. 

8When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat 
what is set before you. 9Heal the sick who are there 
ind tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you.” 
l0But when you enter a town and are not wel- 
comed, go into its streets and say, !!Even the dust 
of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off 
against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of 
God is near.’ !2I tell you, it will be more bearable on 
that day for Sodom than for that town. 
13’!Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! 
For/f the miracles that were performed in you had 
beén performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and 
ashes. !4But it will be more bearable for Tyre and 
Sidon at the judgment than for you. And you, 


9:59 Burying His Father 

The man’s request to “let me go and bury my 
father” didn’t necessarily mean that the man’s 
father had just died. Possibly the expression was a 
figure of speech, a way of saying, “Let me wait 
until my father has died.” Jesus instead stressed the 
urgency of his mission. 


Capernaum, will you be lifted the skies’ 
you will go down to the led up ay 


le“He who listens to listens to 
rejects you rejects me; but he who wae 
jects him who sent me,’! 

\7The seventy-two returned with 
“Lord, even the demons submit te wi 
name.” 

i8He replied, “I saw Satan fall like 
from heaven, !¥I have given you authority 
ple on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all 
the power of the enemy; harm you. 
2%0However, do not rejoice the spirits submit to 
you, but rejoice that your names are wile Mi: 
heaven.” 

21At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy 
Spirit, said, ‘I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because you have hidden these things 
from the wise and learned, and revealed them to 
little children, Yes, Father, for this was your sped 
pleasure. 

2”All things have been committed to me | oy my 
Father, No one knows who the Son is except the 
Father, and no one knows who the Father is except 
the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him,” 

Then he turned to his disciples and said pri- 
vately, ‘Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. 
24For I tell you that many prophets and kings 
wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and 
to hear what you hear but did not hear it.’ 


The Parable of the Good Samaritan 


25On one occasion an expert in the law stood up 
to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, ‘what must 1 do~ 
to inherit eternal life?” 

26"'What is written in the Law?’’ he replied. 
“How do you read it?” 

27He answered: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind’4; and, 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’“” 

28’You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. 
“Do this and you will live.” 

29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked 
Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

3In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the 
hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, 
beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 
31A priest happened to be going down the same 
road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on 
the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to 
the place and saw him, passed by on the other 
side. 33But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came 
where the man was; and when he saw him, he 
took pity on him. 4He went to him and bandaged 
his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put 
the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn 
and took care of him. 35The next day he took out 
two silver coins/ and gave them to the innkeeper. 
‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when | return, | will 


6 Some manuscripts them. And he said, “You do not know what kind of spirit you are of, for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's 
but to save them.” *And »1 Some manuscripts seventy; also in verse 17 15 Greek Hades 427 Deut. 65 


Lev. 19:18 135 Greek two denarii 


TURE the 


HeRHNIRPe CON ROP a eNtee eXpene yous may 
Mave r 
“Wintel oF these three do you think was a 
egehbor to the yan who fell inte the hands of 
rowers? 
“The expert in the law replied, "The one who 
Nad mrerey of him 


Feswes told him, "Go and do likewiae.” 


At the Home of Martha and Mary 


“As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, 
he came to a village where a woman named Mar 
tha opened her home to him. "She had a sister 
called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to 
what he said. But Martha was distracted by all 
the preparations that had to be made, She came to 
him and asked, “Lord, don't you care that my 
sister has lett me to do the work by myself? Tell her 
to help me! 

+ Martha, Martha.” the Lord answered, “you 
are Worned and upset about many things, @but 
only one thing is needed” Mary has chosen what 
's better, and it will not be taken away from her,” 


Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer 


1 1 One day Jesus was praying in a certain 
place. When he finished, one of his disciples 
said t) him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John 
taught his disciples,”” 
*He said to them, “When you pray, say: 


Father, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come.« 
‘Give us each day our daily bread. 
‘Forgive us our sins, 
for we also forgive everyone who sins 
against us.4 
And lead us not into temptation.< ” 


sThen he said to them, “Suppose one of you has 
a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 
‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, because a 
friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I 
have nothing to set before him.’ 

*Then the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother 
me. The door is already locked, and my children 
are with me in bed. I can’t get up and give you 


10:31 Which One Showed Love? 
The priest saw the robbery victim in a half-dead 
state. According to Old Testament law, a priest 
who touched a dead body made himself . 
ceremonially impure (Leviticus 21:1-4). The priest 
and religious Levite decided not to get involved. 
Jesus’ audience might have been expecting the 
third character to be a Jewish layperson. But Jesus 
added a twist by making the one who showed love 
a Samaritan—a racial minority despised in Israel. 
In this way, Jesus contrasted mere religious beliefs 
with true love . 


#42 Some manuscripts but few things are needed—or only one 
come May your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

deliver us from the evil one (8 Or persistence 

Beezeboul or Beelzeboul; also in verses 18 and 19 


~\ iy 


anything A tell you 
ard gee him tne 


Jesus and Beelzebub 


‘Jesus was driving out a demon that was: 
When the padres, the man who had been 
ks Was amazed. But 

id, “By Beelzebub,” the tks 
he is driving out demons.” 16O 
asking for a sign from heaven, 

Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: 
“Any kingdom divided against itself will b 
ruined, and a house divided itself will 
ISIf Satan is divided against himself, how can 
kingdom stand? I say this because you claim h 
drive out demons by Beelzebub. Now if | 
out demons by Beelzebr Haden do your 
lowers drive them out? \, they will be 7 
judges. 20But if drive out dering Op 6 of 
God, then the kingdom of God has fi 

21"When a strong man, fully armed, his 
own house, his possessions are safe. it when 
someone stronger attacks and ‘him, he” 
takes away the armor in which the man trusted. 
and divides up the spoils. 7 

2\He who is not with me is against me, and he 
who does not gather with me, scatters. & ; 

4”When an evil! spirit comes out of a man, it 
goes through arid places seeking rest and does not — 
find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house | 
left.’ 25When it arrives, it finds the house swept — 
clean and put in order. 26Then it goes and 
seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and 
they go in and live there. And the final condit f 
that man is worse than the first.” - 

27As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in 
the crowd called out, “Blessed is the mother who. 
gave you birth and nursed you,” 

28He replied, ‘Blessed rather are those who 
the word of God and obey it.” 

The Sign of Jonah 7 

2%As the crowds increased, Jesus said, 

wicked generation. It asks for a miracu 

but none will be given it except the sign of Jon 
%For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, $0 
will the Son of Man be to this generation. 
Queen of the South will rise at the 


*2 Some manuscripts Our Father in herven 


sen of this generation and condemn them; for 
ee from the ends of the earth to listen to 
; wisdom, and now one# greater than 
here The men of Nineveh will stand 
iment with this generation and con- 
they repented at the preaching of 
and now one greater than Jonah is here. 


demr 


Jonah 


The Lamp of the Body 

yne lights a lamp and puts it in a place 
{ will be hidden, or under a bowl. Instead 
is ton its stand, so that those who come in 
may see the light. 4Your eye is the lamp of your 
body. When your eyes are good, your whole body 
is full of light. But when they are bad, your 
body also is full of darkness. 35See to it, then, that 
the light within you is not darkness. Therefore, if 
your whole body is full of light, and no part of it 
jark, it will be completely lighted, as when the 

light of a Jamp shines on you.” 


Six Woes 


Vhen Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee 
im to eat with him; so he went in and 
reclined at the table “But the Pharisee, noticing 
that Jesus did not first wash before the meal, was 
surprised 
"Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you 
Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, 
t ide you are full of greed and wickedness. 
“You foolish people! Did not the one who made 
the outside make the inside also? 41But give whatis 
nside the dish? to the poor, and everything will 
be clean for you 
Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God 
1 tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of 
en herbs, but you neglect justice and the love 
od. You should have practiced the latter with- 
I ng the former undone. 
Noe to you Pharisees, because you love the 


invited 


most important seats in the synagogues and greet- 
ings in the marketplaces 

Woe to you, because you are like unmarked 
graves, which men walk over without knowing 


One of the experts in the law answered him, 
eacher, when you say these things, you insult 


‘Jesus replied, “And you experts in the law, 
woe to you, because you load people down with 
burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves 
will not lift one finger to help them. 

Woe to you, because you build tombs for the 
prophets, and it was your forefathers who killed 
them. #So you testify that you approve of what 
ee 


11:29 Sensation-Seekers 
Jesus had no tolerance for people who begged for 
miraculous signs. Here and elsewhere he declared 
that no amount of proof would convince those 
who stubbornly refused to believe in him. In 
contrast, certain Old Testament Gentiles believed 
even though they had far less evidence. 
Se 
thin "41 Or what you have 


aise in verse 32 
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your forefathers did; they killed the and 
you build the'r tombs. 49Because of Godinhis 
wisdom said, ‘I will send them prophets Te 


tles, some of whom they will kill and af 
will persecute.’ Therefore this generation willbe ~ 
held responsible for the blood of all the prophets 
that has been shed since the begil of the 
world, 5lfrom the blood of Abel to the blood of 
Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and 
the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this generation will 
be held responsible for it all, . 

52"Woe to you experts in the law, because you 
have taken away the key to knowledge, You your- _ 
selves have not entered, and you have hindered 
those who were entering.” we 

53When Jesus left there, the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law began to oppose him fiercely. 
and to besiege him with questions, “waiting to 
catch him in something he might say. 


Warnings and Encouragements _ 


1 Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thou- 

sands had gathered, so that they were tram- 
pling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to 
his disciples, saying: “Be on your guard against 
the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 
2There is nothing concealed that will not be dis- 
closed, or hidden that will not be made known, 
3What you have said in the dark will be heard in 
the daylight, and what you have whispered in the 
ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the 
roofs. 

4'T tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those 
who kill the body and after that can do no more. 
5But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear 
him who, after the killing of the body, has power 
to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. 
6Are not five sparrows sold fortwo pennies‘? Yet 
not one of them is forgotten by God. 7Indeed, the 
very hairs ofyour head are all numbered, Don’t be 
afraid; you aréworth more than many sparrows. 

5"T tell you, whoever acknowledges me before 
men, the Son of Manwill also acknowledge him 
before the angels of God>8But he who disowns me 
before men will be diso before the angels of 
God. And everyone who speaks a word against 
the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who 
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be for- 
given. 

1”When you are brought before synagogues, 
rulers and authorities, do not worry about how 
you will defend yourselves or what you will say, 
!2for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time 
what you should say.” 


The Parable of the Rich Fool 


13Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, 
tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 

Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a 
judge or an arbiter between you?” \SThen he said 
to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of his possessions.” , 

‘And he told them this parable: “The ground of 


66 Greek two assaraa 
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a certain rich man produced a good crop, 17Hé 
thought to himself, ‘What shall | do? I have no 
place to store my crops.” 

18’Then he said, ‘This is what I'll do. I will tear 
down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I 
will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I'll say 
to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up 
for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be 
merry.””’ 

20"But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very 
night your life will be demanded from you. Then 
who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 

21'This is how it will be with anyone who stores 
up things for himself but is not rich toward God.” 


Do Not Worry 


Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I 
tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 
2Life is more than food, and the body more than 
clothes. 24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or 
reap, they have no storergom or barn; yet God 
feeds them. And how much more valuable you are 
than birds! 25Who of you by worrying can add a 
single hour to his life?? 26Since you cannot do this 
very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? 

2”"Consider how the lilies grow. They do not 
labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all 
his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28If that 
is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is 
here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, 
how much more will he clothe you, O you of little 
faith! 2%And do not set your heart on what you will 

eat or drink; do not worry about it. For the pagan 
world runs after all such things, and your Father 
knows that you need them. 3!But seek his king- 
dom, and these things will be given to you as well. 

32’Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father 
has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33Sell 
your possessions and give to the poor. Provide 
purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a 
treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, 
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 
34For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also 


Watchfulness 


35Be dressed ready for service and keep your 
lamps burning, %like men waiting for their master 
to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he 


12:15 When Money Is Useless 
Jesus refused to get involved in a family dispute 
about money. In this statement, he neatly 
summarized his usual approach to money. He did 
not condemn the possession of it. But he did warn 
against putting faith in money to secure the future. 
The rich man’s money did him absolutely no good 
the night of his death. To emphasize his point, 
Jesus referred back to King Solomon, the richest 
man in the Old Testament (verse 27). The lesson: 
trust in God and his kingdom, and free yourself of 
worry about money and possessions. 


25 Or single cubit to his height 


whose master finds them 
comes. | tell you the truth, he 
serve, will have them recline at the 
come and wait on them, *it will be good for 
servants whose master finds them ready, even 
he comes in the second or third watch ele 
3°But understand this: If the owner of the hous 
had known at what hour the thief was c he 
would not have let his house be broken into. } 
also must be ready, because the Son of will 
‘come at an hour when you do not expect i 
‘1Peter asked, “Lord, are you telling this parable 
to us, or to everyone?” y t oWie 
#The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful 
and wise manager, whom the master in 
charge of his servants to give them their | al- 
lowance at the proper time? 43[t will be good for 
that servant whom the master finds doing so when 
he returns. 44] tell you the truth, he will put him. in 
charge of all his possessions. 45But suppose the 
servant says to himself, ‘My master is taking along 
time in coming,’ and he then begins to beat the 
menservants and maidservants and to eat and 
drink and get drunk. 4The master of that servant 
will come on a day when he does not expect him 
and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him. 
to pieces and assign him a place with the unbeliev- P 
ers. 
#7’That servant who knows his master’s will 
and does not get ready or does not do what his — 
master wants will be beaten with many blows. — 
48But the one who does not know and does things — 
deserving punishment will be beaten with few 
blows. From everyone who has been given much, 
much will be demanded; and from the one who 
has been entrusted with much, much more will be 
asked. 2 


Not Peace but Division 


4'T have come to bring fire on the earth, and 
how I wish it were already kindled! But I have a’ 
baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until 
it is completed! 51Do you think I came to bring 
peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 52From 
now on there will be five in one family divided 
against each other, three against two and two 
against three. SThey will be divided, father — 
against son and son against father, mother against 
daughter and daughter against mother, mother- 
in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in- 
law against mother-in-law.” 1 
Interpreting the Times 

S4He said to the crowd: “When you see'a cloud — 
rising in the west, immediately you say, ‘It’s going 
to rain,’ and it does. 5And when the south 
blows, you say, “It’s going to be hot,’ and it 
SeHypocrites! You know how to interpret the ap- 
pearance of the earth and the sky. How is it 
you don’t know how to i r tim 


sre. try hard to be recanciled to him on 
jo may drag vou off to the judge, and 

) vou over to the officer, and the 

\ you into prison. SE tell you, you will 
unl vou have paid the last penny ” 


tepent or Perish 


rN here were some present at that time 
14 iid Jesus about the Galileans whose 
bY had mixed with their sacrifices, Jesus 


Do you think that these Galileans 


fering strik 
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J people die when a village bus plunges off a brid, 
s into a village while people sleep, tossing bod! 


were worse sinners than all bia Galileans 
hi they suffered this way? 51 tell you, no! But. 
unless you repent, you too will all 40r 
those eighteen who died when the towerin Siloam 
fell on them—do you think they were more % 
than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5I tell you, 
tg But unless you repent, you too will all per- 
ish.”" 

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig 
tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look 
for fruit on it, but did not find any. 7So he said to 
the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three 


Handling Tough Questions : 


Why so many stories? 


- 


The ests. the teachers of the law and the leaders among the people were trying to kill him. 
et j id any way to do it, because all the people hung on his words. 19:47-48 


s like an earthquake, without warning, causing sudden devastation, Twenty-nine 


Be. A roaring wall of water from a broken dam 
ies like branches. 


ychological tremors follow, often in the form of questions. “Why did God let this happen? 
jo something wrong? Why does God permit such suffering?” 
esus’ day, rumors buzzed about two catastrophes: Pontius Pilate’s slaughter of Galileans and 
ollapse of a tower (13:1-4). Naturally, people around Jesus questioned him about these : 
its. but his answers puzzled them. He refused to be drawn into a discussion of the age-old 
blem of pain. He merely dismissed the common opinion that tragedies happen to people who 
ve them and deflected the issue back to the questioners as a general warning (13:4-5; see 
What Job Teaches about Suffering,” page 450). 


The Heart of the Question 


response to the questions on suffering illustrate how he dealt with difficult issues. 
leaders and philosophical pes were constantly trying to stop him with an arsenal of 


juestions, Usually their tactics 


eners 


ackfired as Jesus expertly turned their questions back on 
/ the listening crowds, Jesus avoided long arguments, instead emphasizing the need 
hange behavior. His answers cut to the heart of the question, and to the hearts of 


hen teaching, Jesus often relied on a parable—a compact short story with a moral. Speaking 
srables allowed him to continue training his disciples “privately,” despite the throngs of 
kers (8:10). He could epi the meaning to the SORE later on when they were alone 


her. Parables also helpe s 
ght, his parables came to mind in vivid detail. 


Simple Stories with a Profound Point 


preserve his message: years 


ke. a master storyteller, collected 18 parables that appear nowhere else, and he also retold 
ve of the most familiar. While Matthew emphasizes parables of the kingdom, Luke adds those 


1 focus on people: the good Samaritan, a persistent widow, the lost son. His parables speak to 


y subjects, but in an unexpectedly disarming way. ‘ 
tyle of handling tough questions contrasts sharply with Paul’s. The apostle Paul wrapped 
epts in theological words and gave formal explanations. In careful prose he patiently probed 


(0 call that last story “The Wonderful Father.” It expresses the heart of Jesus’ message about 
well as any ten-volume theological work. 
‘© Questions. What one question would you most like to ask Jesus in person? Given how he handled 
gh questions in Luke, can you imagine how he might respond to yours? 


Ce EEE 


mplex words as forgiveness and justification. 7 A 
peaking to a restless crowd of thousands, communicated the same message in three 
ve stories—the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, and the Lost Son (15:1-32). Scottish Christians 


jater, as people reflected on what Jesus _ 


Jan 
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years now I've been coming to look for fruit on 
fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! 
should it use up the soil?’ 

8” ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one 
more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. “If 
it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it 
down.’ 

A Crippled Woman Healed on the Sabbath 

On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the 
synagogues, land a woman was there who had 
been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She 
was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 
!2When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and 
said to her, “Woman, you are set free from your 
infirmity.” 13Then he put his hands on her, and 
immediately she straightened up and praised God. 

\4Indignant because Jesus had healed on the 
Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, 
“There are six days for work. So come and be 
healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.” 

'SThe Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! 
Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or 
donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it 
water? '6Then should not this woman, a daughter 
of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eigh- 
teen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day 
from what bound her?” 

17When he said this, all his opponents were hu- 
miliated, but the people were delighted with all 
the wonderful things he was doing. 


The Parables of the Mustard Seed 
and the Yeast 

18Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of 
God like? What shall I compare it to? 19It is like a 
mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his 
garden. It grew and becamea tree, and the birds of 
the air perched in its branches.” 

20Again he asked, “What shall I compare the 
kingdom of God to? 21It is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed into a large amount? of flour until 
it worked all through the dough.” 


The Narrow Door 


2Then Jesus went through the towns and vil- 
lages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem, 
23Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few 
people going to be saved?” 

He said to them, 24Make every effort to enter 
through the narrow door, because many, | tell 
you, will try to enter and will not be able to. Once 
the owner of the house gets up and closes the 
door, you will stand outside knocking and plead- 
ing, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ 

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where 
you come from.’ 

26Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with 
you, and you taught in our streets.’ 

2”But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where 
you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’ 

28There will be weeping there, and gnashing of 
teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and 
all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you 


“21 Greek three satas (probably about 1/2 bushel or 22 liters) 


He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘will 
demented heaton Beene roe an 


you who 
prophets and stone those sent to you, how 


the Lord.'”” 
Jesus at a Pharisee’s House +3 a) 


Pharisees and experts in the law, “Is it lawful : 
heal on the Sabbath or not?” they 
silent. So taking hold of the man, he he him 


and sent him away. ° 
5Then he asked them, “If one of you has a sone 
or an ox that falls into a well on the day, 
will you not immediately pull him out?’ 6And they 
had nothing to say. : 


ding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a_ 


person more distinguished than you 
been invited. %If so, the host who invited of 


mes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a 
better place.’ Then you will be honored in the 


7 Ire hamaelt will humbled, and he who 
I himself will be € Ti 
sid to his host, “When you give a 


F dinner, do not invite your friends, 
owes or relatives, of your nich neighbors: 
fo. they may invite you back and so you will 

| liBut when you give @ banquet, invite 
crippled, the lame, the blind, and 
od. Although they cannot repay 
repaid at the resurrection of the 


he Parable of the Great Banquet 

When one of those at the table with him heard 
he said to Jesus, ‘Blessed is the man who will 
the feast in the kingdom of God.” 

Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a 

Ht banquet and invited many guests. VAt the 

vf the banquet he sent his nt to tell those 

Come, for everything is 


had been invited 

read 

But they all alike began to make excuses. The 

(‘Ihave just bought a field, and I must go 
Please excuse me 

sid. ‘Ihave just bought five yoke of 

y way to try thenvout. Please 


4, ‘I just got married, so | 


rvant came back and reported this to 
Then the owner of the house became 
snd ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly 
treets and alleys of the town and bring in 
the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ 
r ervant said, ‘what you ordered has 
Jone, but there is still room.” 
hen the master told his servant, ‘Go out to 
the roads and country lanes and make them come 
ir that my house will be full. 241 tell you, not 
{ those men who were invited will get a taste 
y banquet 


angr 


nto the 


the 


beer 


The Cost of Being a Disciple 


were traveling with Jesus, and 
turning to ther he said: 26If anyone comes to me 
ind does not hate his father and mother, his wife 


Large crow 


{ children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even 
} wn life-—he cannot be my disciple. 27And any- 
me who does not carry his cross and follow me 


cannot be my disciple 

&Suppose one of you wants to build a tower, 
Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to 
we if he has enough money to complete it? 24For if 
he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, 
who 5 it will ridicule him, “saying, 
in to build and was not able to 


ryone 
Thi 
finish 


fellaw be; 
Or suppose a king is about to go to war 
sgainst another king. Will he not first sit down and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand 
men to oppose the one coming against him with 
twenty thousand? If he is not able, he will send a 
jelegation while the other is still a long way off 

! will ask for terms of peace. 3In the same way, 


cach worth about a day's wages 


any of you who does not give up everything he has 
cannot be my disciple, 4 wT 

‘4'Salt is good, but if it loves its saltiness, how 
can it be made salty again? “It is Gt neither for the: 


soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. 
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear,’ 
The Parable of the Lost Sheep . 


1 Now the tax collectors and “sinners were 
all gathering, around to hear him, 2But the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, — 
“This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
‘Then Jesus told them this parable: #Suppose — 
one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of 
them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the 
open country and go after the lost sheep until he 
finds it? 5And when he finds it, he joyfully puts 
on his shoulders ¢and goes home. Then he calls his 
friends and neighbors together and says, 
with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 71 tell you. 
that in the same way there will be more rejoicing 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to. 
repent ioe bon 


The Parable of the Lost Coin —_— 


*’Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins! — 
and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, Bebe 
the house and search carefully until she finds 
"And when she finds it, she calls her friends and 
neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; 1 
have found my lost coin.’ !0In the same way, | tell 
you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner who repents,”” 

The Parable of the Lost Son . Wyics 


‘Jesus continued: “There was a man who had 
two sons. !2The younger one said to his father, — 
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he 
divided his property between them. : e 

13’Not long after that, the younger son got to- 
gether all he had, set off for a distant country and 
there squandered his wealth in wild living. “After 
he had spent everything, there was a severe fam- 
ine in that whole country, and he began to be in 
need, !5So he went and hired himself out to a 
citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields — 
to feed pigs. !6He longed to fill his stomach with 
the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave 
him anything. 

17"When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How 


ee 


many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, ~ 


15:3 Severe and Gentle Stories 
The collection of stories in chapters 14 and 15, 
found only in Luke’s Gospel, show the two-edged 
thrust of Jesus’ message. The stern warnings in 
chapter 14 are directed to the proud, who either 
see no need for God or refuse to pay the cost of 
following him. The three stories in 
p vely show the limitless love of God for 
those in real need. He stands ready to forgive all 
who turn to him. f 


bey | 


<a 


‘ 
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and here Lam starving to death! (1 will setoutand 
iso back to my father and say to him: Father, [have 
1 against heaven and against you, If am no 
worthy t be called your son: make me like: 
tvour hired men.’ NSo he got upand went to 


while he was still a long way off, his father 
Was filled with compassion for him; 
S son, threw his arms around him and 
Kissed him 

The son said to him, ‘Father, [have sinned 
heaven and against you. Lam no longer 
be called your son. 

he tather said to his servants, ‘Quick! 
pest robe and put iton him, Puta ring on. 
1d sandals on his feet. “Bring the fat~ 
nd Kill it. Let's have a feast and cele- 
his son of mine was dead and is alive 
was lost and is found.’ So they began to 


while, the older son was in the field, 
came near the house, he heard music and 
> he called one of the servants and 
What was going on. 27°Your brother has 

ed, ‘and your father has killed the 
because he has him back safe and 


© Older brother became angry and refused 
So his father went out and pleaded with 
“But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these 
ve been slaving for you and never dis- 
your orders. Yet you never gave me even a 
oat so | could celebrate with my friends. 
son of yours who has squandered 
rty with prostitutes comes home, you 
med calf for him!’ 
son,’ the father said, ‘you are always 
and everything I have is yours. 23But we 
brate and be glad, because this brother 
was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
found 


The Parable of the Shrewd Manager 


16: 


told his disciples: “There was a rich 
nm whose manager was accused of wast- 
ssessions. ?So he called him in and asked 
this I hear about you? Give an ac- 
your management, because you cannot be 
ger any longer.” 

ger said to himself, ‘What shall I do 
ter is taking away my job. I'm not 
ugh to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4I 
do so that, when I lose my job here, 
welcome me into their houses.’ 

he called in each one of his master’s debt- 
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my 


er? 


Eight hundred gallons? of olive oil,’ he re- 


anager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit 
kly, and make it four hundred.’ 
e asked the second, ‘And how much do 


awe?! 
you owe 


4 thousand bushels¢ of wheat,’ he replied. 


scripts son. Make me like one of your hired men, 
1s (probably about 35 kiloliters) 423 


“He tole hi ‘Take yo 
NO aon eee 

“The master i 
ager because he had acted shrew 
People of this world are more shrewd in « 
with their own kind than are the people 
Night, “tell you, use worldly wealth to gain 
for yourselves, so that when itis gone, you: 
Welcomed into eternal dwellings, ow 

10'Whoever can be trusted wit little can 

with 


also be trusted with much, and whoever dishom : 
est with very little will also be dishonest 
much. 'So if you have not been tru 
handling worldly wealth, who will trust you 
true riches? !2And if you have not been trust: 
worthy with someone else's Property, who will, 
give you property of your own? \ seni 
'"No servant can serve two masters, Bither | 
will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other, Ou 
cannot serve both God and Money,” otis 
‘The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all 
this and were sneering at Jesus. !5He said t them, 
“You are the ones who justify yourselves in the 
eyes of men, but God knows your hearts, What is _ 
highly valued among men is detestable in God's 
sight. 


Additional Teachings 


16The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed’ 
until John. Since that time, the good news of the 
kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone 
is forcing his way into it. 17It is easier for heaven — 
and earth to disappear than for the least stroke ofa 
pen to drop out of the Law. h 

18Anyone who divorces his wife and marries rs 
another woman commits adultery, and the man_ 
who marries a divorced woman commits adultery, 


The Rich Man and Lazarus 


1"There was a rich man who was dressed in 
purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every 
day. 20At his gate was laid a beggar named Laza- 
rus, covered with sores 2land longing to eat what 
fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came 
and licked his sores. hing 

22The time came when the beggardiedandthe 
angels carried him to Abraham's side. The tich | 
man also died and was buried. 23In hell,4 where. 
Jes ‘was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham 


rats ee 


far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24So he called to 
him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send 
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and 
cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ 
25“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in 
your lifetime you received your good things, while 
Lazarus received bad things, but now he is com- 
forted here and you are in agony, And besides all 
this, between us and you a great chasm has been 
fixed, so that those who want to go from here to 
you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there 
to us.’ . 
27"He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, t 
Lazarus to my father’s house, 28for I have 


%6 Greene andre bos robb about 3 oes) 
Greek Hades rae eine 


om, so that they wall not 
© of torment 


4 They have Moses and the 


thers. Let him v 


sa COMME to thy 


y do not listen te Moses: 
ot be convinced even 


e bound to come, but 
whom they come. 2It 
be thrown into the sea 
nd his neck than for him 
ones to sin. So watch 


rebuke him, and if he 
+f he sins against you seven 
day. and seven times comes back to you 
nt.” forgive him.” 

the Lord, “Increase our 


er Sins, 


u have faith as small as a 
) say to this mulberry tree, 
nted in the sea,” and it will 


ne of you had a servant plowing or 
the sheep. Would he say to the ser- 
es in from the field, “Come along 
own to eat’? SWould he not rather 
supper, get yourself ready and 
eat and drink; after that you 
k’? “Would he thank the servant 
se he did what he was told to do? "So you 
when you have done everything you were 
odo, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; 
nly done our duty.” 


at an 


nave « 


Ten Healed of Leprosy 


Now his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled 
between Samana and Galilee. 
into a village, ten men who had 
». They stood ata distance Band 
aloud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity 


© saw them, he said, “Go, show your 
ves to the priests.” And as they went, they were 
One them. when he saw he was healed, 
ck praising God in a loud voice. He 


16:31 Stubbornly Unconvinced 
With the concluding statement in this famous story 
of Lazarus. Jesus made a poignant prophecy, 
although his listeners at the time peomety missed 
the point Many of them, especially the i 

re tused to believe him even after he rose from the 
dead 


used for vanous diseases affecting the skin 
nhs dey 435 Some manuscripts itt 


not necessarily, a 
{eT men ul be te th fey one elle haem and the other Wt 


2inor will people say, 
*Here it is.” or There it is,” because the kingdom 
God is within® you.” begs ind 


ZThen he said to his disciples, “The time is 
coming when you will long to see one of the 
of the Son of Man, but you will not see it- 7 
ing off after them. (For the Son of Man in hw 
which flashes an 


the roof of his house, with his goods i 
go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field 
should go back for Lot's 


will be grinding grain together; one will be taken ‘ ¥ 


and the other left." F 
Where, Lord?” they asked. 5 
He replied, “Where there is a dead body, there 
the vultures will gather.” BEATS 


The Parable of the Persistent Widow : 


1802 = See 
show them that they should always pray 
and not give up. 2He said: “In a certain town there 
neither feared God nor cared 


vot Oramong S24 Some 
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for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and 
night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he 
will see that they get justice, and quickly. How- 
ever, when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on the earth?” 


The Parable of the Pharisee and the 
Tax Collector 


°To some who were confident of their own right- 
eousness and looked down on everybody else, 
Jesus told this parable; 10’ Two men went up to the 
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector, !1The Pharisee stood up and prayed 
about himself: ‘God, | thank you that I am not 
like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or 
even like this tax collector. 121 fast twice a week and 
give a tenth of all I get.’ 

13"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He 
would not even look up to heaven, but beat his 
breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sin- 
ner, 

14 tell you that this man, rather than the other, 
went home justified before God. For everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.”’ 


The Little Children and Jesus 


15People were also bringing babies to Jesus to 
have him touch them. When the disciples saw this, 
they rebuked them. !6But Jesus called the children 
to him and said, “Let the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
God belongs to such as these. 17] tell you the truth, 
anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God 
like a little child will never enter it.’” 


The Rich Ruler 


18A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
19”Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. 
“No one is good—except God alone. 20You know 
the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, do 
not murder, do not steal, do not give false testi- 
mony, honor your father and mother.’+” 
21 All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he 
said. 
22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, ‘You 
still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
23When he heard this, he became very sad, be- 
cause he was a man of great wealth. 24Jesus looked 
at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to 


18:9 Luke and the Underdog 
Luke’s concern for the humble comes through 
clearly in the stories he selected, especially in 
chapters 18 and 19. The parable of the Pharisee 
and the tax collector, for example, draws a sharp 
contrast between the proud and the humble. 
Stories that follow also feature the humble: little 
children, a blind beggar, another tax collector. 
NY 


“11 Orto 20 Exodus 20:12-16; Deut. 5:16-20 


898 


= wi, 
enter the kingdom of God! 25Indeed, it is fe 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle | 
a rich man to enter the kingdom’ of God,’ 


26Those who heard this asked, “Who then can 
be saved?” 


27Jesus replied, “What is impossible with men is 
possible with God.” 


2sPeter said to him, “We have left all we had to 
follow you!’’ 


291 tell you the truth,” Jesus said to them, “no 
one who has left home or wife or brothers or par- 
ents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 
will fail to receive many times as much in this age 
and, in the age to come, eternal life.” 


Jesus Again Predicts His Death 


3jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, 
“We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything 
that is written by the prophets about the Son of 
Man will be fulfilled. 32He will be handed over to 
the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him, spit 
on him, flog him and kill him. 33On the third day 
he will rise again.” 

The disciples did not understand any of this. 
Its meaning was hidden from them, and they did 
not know what he was talking about, — 


A Blind Beggar Receives His Sight 

35As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was ; 
sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard 
the crowd going by, he asked what was happen- 
ing. 37They told him, ‘Jesus of Nazareth is passing 
by.” i 
38He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!’’ 

39Those who led the way rebuked him and told 
him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son 
of David, have mercy on me!’’ 

40Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be 
brought to him. When he came near, Jesus asked 
him, 41’What do you want me to do for you?” 

“Lord, I want to see,’” he replied. 

42Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your — 
faith has healed you.” 43Immediately he received 
his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When 
all the people saw it, they also praised God. 


Zacchaeus the Tax Collector THe 


1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing 

through. 2A man was there by the name of 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was — 
wealthy. 3He wanted to see who Jesus was,*but 
being a short man he could not, because of the 
crowd. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore- 
fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that 
way. 

sWhen Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and — 
said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. 
I must stay at your house today.” So he came 
down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

7All the people saw this and began to mutter, 
“He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner.’ ” 

8But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, 
“Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 


Aen Be the pews ond 2 l kawe cheated ang 
ow cet oe eevee | ell pay Deck Goer times the 


oe 

ewes sant ft Nem Tendiay salvation has come to 
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The Paratie of the Ten Minas 
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1e"The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina 
has earned ten more.’ 

7 "Well done, my good servant!’ his master 
replied. “Because you have been trustworthy ina 
very small matter, take charge of ten cities,’ 

is°The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina 
has earned five more.’ 

“His master answered, ‘You take charge of 
five cities. 
>Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, 
here is your mina; I have keptit laid away ina piece 
of cloth. 21] was afraid of you, because you are a 
hard man. You take out what you did not put in 
and reap what you did not sow.’ 
2*His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your 
own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did 
you, that | am a hard man, taking out what I did 
not putin, and reaping what I did not sow? 3Why 
then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that 
when I came back, I could have collected it with 
interest? 
24Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his 
mina away from him and give it to the one who has 
ten unas. 
3” ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’ 
26"He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who 
has, more will be given, but as for the one who has 
nothing, even what he has will be taken away. 
>”But those enemies of mine who did not want me 
to be king over them—bring them here and kill 
them in front of me.’ 


The Triumphal Entry 


28After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, 
going up to Jerusalem. 29As he approached Beth- 
phage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of 
Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to 
them, Go to the village ahead of you, andas you 
enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no 
one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If 
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ tell 
him, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 
32Those who were sent ahead went and found it 
just as he had told them. 33As they were untying 
the colt, its owners asked them, ‘Why are you 
untying the colt?’ 
They replied, ‘The Lord needs it.” 
35They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on 
the colt and put Jesus on it. As he went along, 
people spread their cloaks on the road. 
37When he came near the place where the road 
goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd 
of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud 
voices for all the miracles they had seen: 


38Blessed is the king who comes in the name of 
the Lord!’ 


“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 


*Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to 
Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 

#'| tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the 
stones will cry out.” 

41As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, 
he wept over it 42and said, “If you, even you, had 


+38 Psalm 11626 46 Isaiah 56:7 46 Jer. 711 
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only known on this day what would | 

peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes, 
days will come upon you when your enemies will 
build an embankment against you and encircle 


you and hem you in on every side, “They will 
dash you to the ground, you and the children 


within your walls. They will not leave one sfone on 
another, because you did not recognize the time of 
God's coming to you.” 
Jesus at the Temple 

#Then he entered the temple area and began 
driving out those who were selling. 4"It is writ- 
ten," he said to them, “ ‘My house will be a house 


of prayer’; but you have made it ‘a den of rob- 
bers." 

‘Every day he was teaching at the temple, But 
the chief priests, the teachers of eee and the 
leaders among the people were trying to kill him. 
48Yet they could not find any way to doit, because 
all the people hung on his words. 


The Authority of Jesus Questioned 


20 One day as he was teaching the people in 
the temple courts and preaching the gospel, 
the chief priests and the teachers of the law, to- 
gether with the elders, came up to him. 2Tell us 
by what authority you are doing these things,” 
they said. “Who gave you this authority?” 

3He replied, “I will also ask you a question. Tell 
me, 4John’s baptism—was it from heaven, or from 
men?” ’ 

5They discussed it among themselves and said, 
“If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Why didn’t 
you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From men,’ all 
the people will stone us, because they are persuad- 
ed that John was a prophet.” 

7So they answered, “We don’t know where it 
was from.”” 

8Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what au- 
thority | am doing these things.” 


The Parable of the Tenants 


°He went on to tell the people this parable: “A 
man planted a vineyard, rented it to some farmers 
and went away for a long time. 10At harvest time 
he sent a servant to the tenants so they would give 
him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the 
tenants beat him and sent him away empty-hand- 
ed. !\He sent another servant, but that one also 
they beat and treated shamefully and sent away 
empty-handed. !2He sent still a third, and they 
wounded him and\threw him out. 

13Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What 
shall I do? I will send.my son, whom I love; per- 
haps they will respect him.” 

4”But when the ténants 
the matter over. ‘This is the heir, said. 
kill him, and the inheritance will be ours,’ 15So 
they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to 
them? !6He will come and kill those tenants and 
give the vineyard to others.” ’ 

When the people heard this, they said, “ 
this never be!” . ) 


901 Ps ‘ 


Jesus looked directly at them and asked, 


Pie what is the meaning of that which is writ- 


“The stone the builders rejected 
has become the capstone"? 


!8Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken 
to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed.” 

\The teachers of the law and the chief priests 
looked for a way to arrest him immediately, be- 
cause they knew he had spoken this parable 
against them. But they were afraid of the people. 


Paying Taxes to Caesar 


20Keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, 
who pretended to be honest. They hoped to catch 
Jesus in something he said so that they might hand 
him over to the power and authority of the gover- 
nor. 2!So the spies questioned him: ‘Teacher, we 
know that you speak and teach what is right, and 
that you do not show partiality but teach the way 
of God in accordance with the truth. 22Is it right for 
us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?’ 
2He saw through their duplicity and said to 
them, 24“Show me a denarius. Whose portrait and 
inscription are on it?” 
25"Caesar's,” they replied 
He said to them, ‘‘Then give to Caesar what is 
Caesar's, and to God what is God's,” 
2They were unable to trap him in what he had 
said there in public. And astonished by his an- 
swer, they became silent. 


The Resurrection and Marriage 


27Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no 
resurrection, came to Jesus with a question. 
24Teacher,”’ they said, “Moses wrote for us that if 
a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no 
children, the man must marry the widow and have 
children for his brother. 2?Now there were seven 
brothers. The first one married a woman and died 
childless. “The second #Jand then the third mar- 
ned her, and in the same way the seven died, 
leaving no children. 3Finally, the woman died 
too. Now then, at the resurrection whose wife 
will she be, since the seven were married to her?” 
UJesus replied, ‘The people of this age marry 
and are given in marriage. 35But those who are 
considered worthy of taking part in that age and in 
the resurrection from the dead will neither marry 
nor be given in marriage, %and they can no longer 
die; for they are like the angels. They are God's 
children, since they are children of the resurrec- 
tion. 37But in the account of the bush, even Moses 
showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the 
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.’ He is not the God of the dead, 
but of the living, for to him all are alive. 
WSome of the teachers of the law responded, 
“Well said, teacher!” “And no one dared to ask 


him any more questions. 


Whose Son Is the Christ? 
41Then Jesus said to them, “How is it that they 
<7 Exodus ¥6 


417 Or cornerstone 17 Peale 118:22 


the Christ¢ David? 42David him 
say is the Son of 
self declares in the Book of Psalms: ~~ ‘ 
“The Lord said to my Lord: che: 
“Sit at my right hand * E' 
“until I make your enemies 
a footstool for your feet." vin 
aa calls him ‘Lord.’ How then can he be his’ 
son?” 
45While all the people were liste: , Jest 
to his disciples, 46“Beware of pee sagc 
law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and > 
love to be greeted in the marketplaces and have the 
most important seats in the synagogues and the 
pices: of honor at banquets, 47They devour wid- 
ows’ houses and for a show make length: 5 
Such men will be punished most paren pied | 


The Widow’s Offering 


21 As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich,putting, 
their gifts into the temple treasury. 2He also 
saw a poor widow put in two very small copper 
coins. ¥I tell you the truth,” he said, “this poor 
widow has put in more than all the others. 4All 
these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; 
but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live 
on.” 


Signs of the End of the Age 

5Some of his disciples were ing about 
how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones 
and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 
6’’As for what you see here, the time will come 
when not one stone will be left on another; every 
one of them will be thrown down.” 

7 Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things 
happen? And what will be the sign that they are 
about to take place?” 

8He replied: “Watch out that you are not de- 
ceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, 
“| am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow 
them. 3When you hear of wars and revolutions, do 
not be frightened. These things must happen first, 
but the end will not come right away.” 

l0Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. !!There 
will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences 
in various places, and fearful events and great 
signs from heaven. 

12”But before all this, they will lay hands on you 


20:44 Jesus Asks a Question 
ta the det 0 a cag, quis Pes 
offers one \e , 

ton Mg sm to sce but Jesus 

har ‘ing to clear up 

oe artie gore 

were expecting a 

det ah sacl’ tl But Jesus that 
ieated Israel’s i shows 

David himself acknowledged the Messiah to come 

as “Lord,”’ ot one far greater than a mere earthly 


king. 
dat Or Messiah 143 Psalrn:t101. 12 Growk fone ert 
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LUKE 21:13 
_ They will deliver you to syna- 
a ee you will be brought be- 
fie kings and governors, and all on account of my 
name. !3This will result in your being witnesses to 
them, MBut make up your mind not to Worry 
beforehand how you will defend yourselves- For 
I will give you words and wisdom that none of 
vour adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 
{oYou will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, 
relatives and friends, and they will put some of 
you to death. !7All men will hate you because of 
te. IsBut not a hair of your head will perish. !°By 
standing firm you will gain life. 
20When you see Jerusalem being surrounded 
by armies, you will know that its desolation is 
2IThen let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains, let those in the city get out, and let 
those in the country not enter the city. 22For this is 
the time of punishmentin fulfillment of all that has 
been written. How dreadful it will be in those 
days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 
There will be great distress in the land and wrath 
against this people. They will fall by the sword 
and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. 
Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until 
the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 
25’There will be signs in the sun, moon and 
stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and 
perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 
26Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what 
is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies 
will be shaken. 27At that time they will see the Son 
of Man coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory. 28When these things begin to take place, 
stand up and lift up your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” 
29He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree 
and all the trees. When they sprout leaves, you 
can see for yourselves and know that summer is 
near. 31Even so, when you see these things hap- 
pening, you know that the kingdom of God is 
near 
32"{ tell you the.truth, this generation® will cer- 
tainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened. 3Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will never pass away. 
Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed 
down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anx- 
ieties of life, and that day will close on you unex- 
pectedly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all 
those who live on the face of the whole earth. Be 
always on the watch, and pray that you may be 
able to escape all that is about to happen, and that 
you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” 
Each day Jesus was teaching at the temple, 
and each evening he went out to spend the night 
on the hill called the Mount of Olives, 38and all the 
people came early in the morning to hear him at 
the temple 


near. 


Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 

2 Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called 
the Passover, was approaching, 2and the 

chief priests and the teachers of the law were look- 


#32 Or race 


902 
ing for some way to 
afraid of the peop! 


to the chief priests ia i 
ard and discussed wi i 
tay Jesus. 5They were delighted and agreed 
give him money. He consented, and wal M 
an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them wits 
no crowd was present. he 


The Last Supper 

7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on 
which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 
SJesus sent Peter and John, saying, 2 8 
preparations for us to eat the Passover. 

9”Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they 
asked, 

10He replied, “As you enter the city, a man car- 
rying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to 
the house that he enters, “land say to the owner of 
the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest 
room, where I may eat the Passover with my disci- 
ples?’ !2He will show you a large upper room, all 
furnished, Make preparations there.’ 

13They left and found things just as Jesus had 
told them. So they prepared the Passover. 

14When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles 
reclined at the table, 15And he said to them, “T 
have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you 
before I suffer. !6For I tell you, I will not eat it again 
until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 

17After taking the cup, he gaye thanks and said, 
“Take this and divide it among you. !8For I tell you 
I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until 
the kingdom of God comes.” 

19And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, 
and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body 
given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 

20In the same way, after the supper he took the 
cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, which is poured out for you. 21But the hand 
of him who is going to betray me is with mine on 
the table. 22The Son of Man will go as it has been 
decreed, but woe to that man who betrays him.” 
2They began to question among themselves 
which of them it might be who would do this. 

24Also a dispute arose among them as to which 
of them was considered to be greatest. 25Jesus said 
to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over 
them; and those who exercise authority over them 
call themselves Benefactors. 26But you are not to be 
like that. Instead, the great ong you should 


22:24 Status-conscious Disciples 
Even at the emotional Last Supper sc 

here, the disciples fell into their habit of Nos! 
about rank and status. Not until after Jesus had 
died and returned did they understand the true 
nature of the kingdom he was setting into motion. 
It is a kingdom primarily of spiritual, not political, 


power. And in it, the F 
others, wi Sreatest is the ONG. who serves 


Rireken . 
we oenen Semon, Satin has asked to sift yout 
: “Sut Uhave prayed for you, Simon, 
may NOt fail And when you have 
crathen your brothers,” q 
hevas answered, “tell you, Peter, before th 
me ccc crows Soda, YOU Will dee eee nes thot 
w know me” / 
Then Jesus asked them, "When 1 sent. 
purse. bag or sandals, did. 


img.” they answered. 
< Sud to them. “But now if you havea purse,._ 
and also a bag; and if you don’t have a 
Sur oak and buy one. “Tt is written: 
And he was numbered with the s 
ams | fe you thar this must be fuléilled in me. Yes 
“et S written about me is reaching its fulfill 


Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives i = 
»ut as usual to the Mount of Olives, mo 


us Grsapies followed him. On 
he saad to them, “Pray that you will not fall 
pea: *tHe withdrew about a stone's 
w beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 
het. f you .re willing, take this cup from 
my will, but yours be done.” SAn angel 
heaven appeared to him and strengthened 
being im anguish, he prayed more ear- 
hes sweat was like drops of blood fall- 
When he rose from prayer and went back to 
Giscpies, he found them asleep, exhausted 
sorrow. *"'Why are you sleeping?” he asked __ 
vem. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall 
inte temptation.” 
Jesus Arrested * 
“While he was still speaking a crowd came up, — 
and the man who was called Judas, one of the 
Ti was leading them. He a ched Jesus 
to iass him, “but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you 
betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 
“Vthen jesus’ followers saw what was going 
our swords?” #And one fe ae pire 
want of the Priest, cutting i ear. ; 
holds “No more of this!’ And the rowd 
he touched the man’s ear and healedhim. — man,” 
#3 The Geeek is plmael. "27 Isasah 531244 Somme early manuscripts d 
<2 Or Messiaic, sisg im werses 35 and 3 ‘ a 
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LURE 28 

At Chey: tnvaiateed, 
ower Hadteat by Nie teavhing, He 
fnal hax come all the way here!” 

oO Hearing this, Pilate auked (f the man wan a 

Galilean, When he learned that Jesus was under 
Honats jurisdiction, he sent hin to Herod, who 
was alae in Ferusateny at that tine 
aWhen Herod saw Jesus, he was nreatly 
pleased, because fora Jongg time he had been wank 
ing ty see him, Prony what he had heard about 
him, be hoped to see hin perform some miracle. 
8He pled hin with many questions, but Jesus gave 
him no answer, Whe chiet priests and the teaghs 
ors of the law were standing there, vehemently 
accusing him, 1! Then Herod and his solelions ridie 
culed and mocked him, Dressing hin inan elegant 
robe, they sent him back to Pilate, That day Here 
od and Pilate became friendsbefore this they had 
been enemies, 

|Pilate called together the chief priests, the rule 
ers and the people, Mand said to them, “You 
brought me this man as one who was inciting the 
people to rebellion. | have examined him in your 
presence and have found no basis for your charges 
against him, !Neither has Herod, for he sent him 
back to us: as you can see, he has done nothing to 
deserve death, !6Therefore, Lwill punish him and 
then release him,! 

With one voice they cried out, “Away with 
this man! Release Barabbas to us!” 1°(Barabbas had 
been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the 
city, and for murder.) 

~Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to 
them again. 2!But they kept shouting, “Crucify 
him! Crucify him! 

2For the third time he spoke to them; “Why? 
What crime has this man committed? [ have found 
in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore 
{ will have him punished and then release him,” 

4But with loud shouts they insistently demand- 
ed that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. 
NSo Pilate decided to grant their demand. He 
released the man who had been thrown into pris- 
on for insurrection and murder, the one they 
asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will. 


‘Lo stign up the people alt 
atarted in Galltee 


The Crucifixion 


26As they led him away, they seized Simon from 
Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, 
and put the cross on him and made him carry it 
behind Jesus. 7A large number of people followed 
him, including women who mourned and wailed 
for him. *8Jesus turned and’said to them, “Daugh- 
ters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for 
yourselves and for your children. 29For the time 
will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the bar- 
ren women, the wombs that never bore and the 
breasts that never nursed!’ #Then 


they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” 
and to the hills, “Cover us!’" ’¢ 


*lFor if men do these things when the tree is green, 
w hat will happen when it is dry?” 
Two other men, both criminals, were also led 


*3 Or over the land of the Jews "16 Some manuscripts him, 17 
10:8 “34 Some early manuscripts do not have this sentence 


‘Now he was obliged to release one man to them at the Feast, 


fate: 
oNthe people stood watching, and 


naneered athim, They said, “He save 
Tor nim save himelt if he is the Christ of 
Chosen One. 


© soldiers alvo came up and: renee 
‘They offered him wine vinegar Wand said, S eh 


are the king of the Jews, save yourself,” 
wT here was a written notice above him, which 
read) PHS 18 THE KING OF THE EWS: are 
WOne of the criminals who hung there hurled 
insults at him: “Aren't you the Christ? Save your= 
self and ust!” , 
woBut the other criminal rebuked him, “Don’ 
you fear God," he said, “since you are under the 
same sentence? We are punta justly, for we 
are getting what our deeds deserve, But this man 
has done nothing wrong.” ; 
“Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom,” 
4MJesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, to- 
day you will be with me in paradise.” 


Jesus’ Death 


441t was now about the sixth hour, and darkness 
came over the whole land until the ninth hour, 
45for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two, 44Jesus called out with 
aloud voice, “Father, into your hands | commit my 
spirit,” When he had said this, he breathed his 
last. “ 

47The centurion, seeing what had happened, 
praised God and said, “Surely.this was a righteous 
man.” 48When all the people whe had gathered to 
witness this sight saw what took pl beat 
their breasts and went away, 4But all those 
knew him, including the women who had fol- — 


23:25 Who Should Try Jesus? 
The Gospels record a “pass-the-buck’’ sequence in 
Jesus’ encounter with Roman justice. The Jewish 
court, or Sanhedrin, judged Jesus guilty of 
blasphemy, but it had no authority to carry out a 
death sentence. Therefore, the religious leaders 
took Jesus to Pilate, the Roman governor of V" 
Along the way, they changed the religious 
against Jesus to a political one, which alone would 
call ior Roman punishment. 

ilate showed cowardice. First, he deferred 
case to Herod, who had jurisdiction over piv 
home region. Herod taunted and mocked Jesus, } 
and then sent him back. Three times Pilate tried to. 
get the Jewish leaders to release Jesus, but finally 
he yielded to their demands for capital 
punishment. y 


"42 Some manuscripts come with your kingly power 


towed hin from Galilee, stood at a distance, 
Watching these things 


Jesus’ Burial 
SNow there was a man named Joseph, a mem- 
ber of the Council, a good and Upright man, Slwho 
had not consented to their decision and action, He 
came from the Judean town of Arimathea and he 
was wailing for the kingdom of God, Going to 
Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body. “'Then he took it 
down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it ina 
tomb cut in the rock, one in which no ane had yet 
been laid, Sit was Preparation Day, and the Sab- 
bath was about to begin 
“The women who had come with Jesus from 
Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and 
how his body was laid in it. ®Then they went 
home ond prepared spices and perfumes. But they 
rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the com- 
mandment 


The Resurrection 
? A, On the first day of the week, very early in 
a4 the morning, the women took the Spices 
they had prepared and went to the tomb *They 
found the stone rolled away from the tomb, abut 
when they entered, they did not find the body of 
the Lord Jesus, (While they were wondering about 
this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed 
like lightning stood beside them. 5In their fright 
the women bowed down with their faces to the 
ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you 
look for the living among the dead? He is not 
here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, 
while he was still with you in Galilee; "The Son of 
Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful 
men, be crucified and on the third day be raised 
again.’ ” 8Then they remembered his words. 
°When they came back from the tomb, they told 
all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. 
‘It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 
mother of James, and the others with them who 
told this to the apostles. !!But they did not believe 
the women, because their words seemed to them 
like nonsense. !2Peter, however, got up and ran to 
the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen 
lying by themselves, and he went away, wonder- 
ing to himself what had happened. 


On the Road to Emmaus 


‘Now that same day two of them were going to 
a village called Emmaus, about seven miles« from 
Jerusalem. '4They were talking with each other 
about everything that had happened. 15As they 
talked and discussed these things with each other, 
Jesus himself came up and walked along with 
them, l*but they were kept from recognizing 
him 

'7He asked them, ‘What are you discussing to- 
gether as you walk along?” 

They stood still, their faces downcast. !8One of 
them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you only a 
visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things 
that have happened there in these days?” 


+13 Greek sixty stadia (about 11 kilometers) 


they had seen a vision of angels, who said he wan 


alive, 4Then some of our companions went to the 

tomb and found it just ay the women had said, but 

him they did not see.” . 
*He said to them, “How foolish you are, and 


how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 


have s) in! 26Did not the Christ have to suffer 
these and then enter his PAnd be 
ginning with Moses and all the hets, he exe 
plained to them what was said in all the Seriptures 
concerning himself. thé j 

28As they approached the village to which De 
were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 
But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, forit 
is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he 
went in to stay with them, 

“When he was at the table with them, he took 
bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to 
them. 3'Then their 


“They got up and returned at once to Jerusa- 
lem. There they found the Eleven and those with 
them, assembled together “and saying, “It is true! 
The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 
“Then the two told what had happened on the 
way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when 
he broke the bread. ; , 


Jesus Appears to the Disciples 


sWhile they were still talking about this, fide 
himself stood among them and said to 5 
“Peace be with you.” 

They were startled and frightened, thinking 
they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you 
troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 
Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! 
Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and 
bones, as you see | have.” 

#When he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and feet. 41And while they still did not be- — 
lieve it because of joy and amazement, he asked 
them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 
gave him a piece of broiled fish, Sand he took it 
and ate it in their . a 

He said to them, Polen sergadece ard 
I was still with you: Everything must 
that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets and the Psalms.” 

‘Then he opened their minds so they could 


*26 Or Messiah; also in verse 46 ’ 


INTRODUCTION 


God Breaks the Silence 
He spoke in the only way we could truly understand 


TheWord became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 1:14 
Ui © person communicates to you, in speech or gestures or even facial expressions, you 
can’t get to know him or her. What goes on behind the mask of skin will always remain a 


mystery, 

God, too, was a mystery until he broke his silence. He spoke once, and all creation sprang to 
life—oceans, whales, giraffes, orchids, and beetles. He spoke again, says John, and this time the 
ore took the form of a man, Jesus Christ. John’s book tells the story of that Word who became 

lesh. 
Different from Other Gospels 

It’s clear from the first few paragraphs that John broke sharply from the style of Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke. The other Gospel writers focused on events, following Jesus through the bustling 


marketplaces and villages. 

Unlike them, John assumed readers knew the basic facts about Jesus. Instead of focusing on 
facts, he mulled over the profound meaning of what Jesus had said and done. The book of John 
reads as if it were written under a great, shady tree by an author who had lots of time for 


reflection 

In his first sentence, John highlights Christ's nature. There are no Christmas scenes here: no 
stables, shepherds, or wise men. John tells nothing of Jesus’ birth and youth. He introduces him 
as the adult Son of God. After an eloquent prologue, the book shows John the Baptist humbly 
pointing to Jesus, “the thongs of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie” (1:27), 
Jesus Sent with a Mission he 

John selected vignettes from no more than 20 days in Jesus’ life, and arranged them so that they 
present a Messiah who knows “where | came from and where | am going” (8:14). Jesus was not 
simply a ‘‘man who fell to earth,” but God's Son, sent to do the work of the Father. His repeated 
references to the One ‘who sent me” give a cadence to the book. 

According to John, Christ participated in the original creation act. But later he was sent to earth 
as the Word, the sum of all that God wanted to say. God spoke in the only way we could truly 


understand: by becoming one of us. ‘ 


How to Read John 

New Christians often turn to the book of John because it spells out so clearly the basics of the 
faith. Jesus proves who he is, dlagnod humanity's problems, and bluntly describes what is 
necessary for conversion. You will likely recognize familiar verses and phrases in this remarkable 
book (such as Jesus’ “I am’’ sayings). : : 

John selected seven “signs” or miracles (five of which aren’t reported elsewhere) and built a 
story around them. As you read John, note how the author weaves together his story and its ~ 
meaning. 

It's best to read John in units. Don’t just read a patepfaph or a chapter. Follow the boldface 
sectional headings and read a complete section, both the action and the commentary on it. John 
does not primarily relate events; he interprets those events. — nbdte 

Look carefully for the audiences Jesus addresses. Is he talking to his disciples? To his 
opponents? To the large crowds? He treats each audience differently. 
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The Word Became Flesh 


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God, #He 
was with God in the beginning, 

Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made, 4In 
him was life, ana that lite was the light of men. 
SThe light shines in the darkness, but the darkness 
has not understood? it. 

There came a man who was sent from God; his 
name was John. "He came as a witness to testify 
concerning that light, so that through him all men 
might believe. SHe himself was not the light; he 
came only as a witness to the light, °The true light 
that gives light to every man was coming into the 
world. 

‘OHe was in the world, and though the world 
was made through him, the world did not recog- 
nize him. '!He came to that which was his own, 
but his own did not receive him. 17Yet to all who 
received him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God— 

children born not of natural descent, nor of 
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of 
God 

'4The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
One and Only,4 who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 

!5John testifies concerning him. He cries out, 
saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me has surpassed me because he was 


#5 Or darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
<13 Greek of bloods 414.18 Or the Only Begotten 


wn; also in verses 31 and 33 
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ive 


came through Jesus Cl 
God, but God th 
Father's side, has made 


John the Baptist Denies Bi 
Now this was John’s testi 


of Jerse nd | 
who he was. He 
fessed freely, “I amin 


He said, “Iamnot.” 
ae puke ae F 


answer to take back to those w! 
you say about yourself?” : 

23John replied in the words 
prophet, “I am the voice» 
desert, ‘Make stralsue } 


+9 Or This was the true ight 
18 Some r 
“The Christ” (Greek) and “the Messiah” (Peboete) bot mi in ieee 
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28This all happened at Bethany on the other side 
of the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 


Jesus the Lamb of God 
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward 
him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant 
when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has sur- 
passed me because he was before me.’ 31 myself 
vid not know him, but the reason I came baptizing 
with water was that he might be revealed to Is- 
rael 
2Then John gave this testimony: “T saw the 
Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and re- 
main on him, 31 would not have known him, ex- 
cept that the one who sent me to baptize with 
water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the 
Spirit come down and remain is he who will bap- 
tize with the Holy Spirit.’ 4] have seen and 1 testify 
that this is the Son of God.” 


Jesus’ First Disciples 

The next day John was there again with two of 
his disciples. When he saw Jesus passing by, he 
said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 

When the two disciples heard him say this, 
they followed Jesus. 38Turning around, Jesus saw 
them following and asked, “What do you want?” 

They said, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), 

where are you staying?” 

39'Come,”’ he replied, “and you will see.” 

So they went and saw where he was staying, 
and spent that day with him. It was about the 
tenth hour. 

40Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of 
the two who heard what John had said and who 
had followed Jesus. 4!The first thing Andrew did 
was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 
42And he brought him to Jesus. 

Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon 
son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, 
when translated, is Peter’). 


Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 


43The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. 
Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” 
4Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the 
town of Bethsaida. 45Philip found Nathanael and 
told him, ‘We have found the one Moses wrote 
about in the Law, and about whom the prophets 
also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46’Nazareth! Can anything good come from 
there?” Nathanael asked. 
“Come and see,” said Philip. 
47When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he 
said of him, ‘Here is a true Israelite, in whom 
there is nothing false.”’ 
48”"How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still 
under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 
49Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the 
Son of God; you are the King of Israel.” 
sojesus said, “You believe? because I told you I 


442 Both Cephas (Aramaic) and Peter (Greek) mean rock. 
two to three metretes (probably about 75 to 115 liters) 


50 Or Do you believe... ? 
#17 Psalm 69:9 
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saw you under the fig tree. You shall see greater _ 
things than that.” 51He then added, “I tell your 
the truth, youc shall see heaven open, and the ~ x 


angels of God ascending and descending the | 
Son of Man.” de 
Jesus Changes Water to Wine _ 7 z 


Vd On the third day a wedding took place at Cana 

in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2and Jesus 

and his disciples had also been invited to the wed- 

ding. 3When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother 

said to him, “They have no more wine.” *% 
4Dear woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus 

replied, “My time has not yet come.” 

5His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever 
he tells you.” 

Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind 
used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each. 
holding from twenty to thirty gallons.¢ 

7Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with e 
water’; so they filled them to the brim. 

8Then he told them, “Now draw some out and 
take it to the master of the banquet.” 

They did so, 9and the master of the banquet 


too much to drink; but you have saved the best till 
now.” 

lIThis, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus 
performed in Cana of Galilee. He thus revealed his _ 
glory, and his disciples put their faith in him. 
Jesus Clears the Temple 4 p 


12After this he went down to Capernaum with 
his mother and brothers and his disciples. There 
they stayed for a few days. 

13When it was almost time for the Jewish Pass- 
over, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple 
courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and 
doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging 
money. 15So he made a whip out of cords, and 
drove all from the temple area, both sheep and 
cattle; he scattered the coins of the money chang- 
ers and overtumed their tables. 16To those who 
sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! How 
dare you turn my Father's house into a market!” 

I7His disciples remembered that it is written: 
“Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

18Then the Jews demanded of him, “What mi- 
raculous sign can you show us to prove your 
thority to do all this?” 


A 


stone water jars; elsewhere, he records the exact 
number of fish caught (21:11). 4 


al 


«1 The Greeks plural. 


JOHN 219 ’ 

esus answered them, "Destroy this temple, 
anat | will nwise it again in three days.” 

~The fews replied, “It has taken fortyssix years: 
co bund this temyve, and you are going to raise it in 
three days” “'But the temple he had spoken of 
was his boxty, A Rer he was raised from the dead, 
bus disciples revalied what he had said, Then they 
beheved the Scnpture and the words that Jesus: 
had spoken 

= Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Pass: 
over Feast, many people saw the miraculous signs 
he was doing and believed in his name But 
jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he 
Anew all men, “He did not need man’s testimony 
about man, for he Knew what was ina man, 


Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 


there was a man of the Pharisees named 
us, & member of the Jewish ruling 
je came to Jesus at night and said, “Rab- 
we Know you are a teacher who has come 
i. For no one could perform the miracu- 
ts you are doing if God were not with 


reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no 
> see the kingdom of God unless he is born 


w can a man be born when he is old?” 
asked. “Surely he cannot enter a sec- 
into his mother’s womb to be born!” 
answered, “I tell you the truth, no one 
the kingdom of God unless he is born of 
e Spirit. ‘Flesh gives birth to flesh, but 
ves birth to spirit. 7You should not be 
my saying, ‘You¢ must be born 
d blows wherever it pleases. You 
ut you cannot tell where it comes 
it is going. So it is with everyone 
pint. 


be?’ Nicodemus asked. 

re Israel's teacher,” said Jesus, “and do 
t understand these things? lJ tell you the 
we speak of what we know, and we testify 
we have seen, but still you people do not 
our testimony. 21 have spoken to you of 


3:2 A Reason for Secrecy 

This meeting took place at night, in secret. 
Nicodemus was a ruling member of the Pharisees, 
a group that violently opposed Jesus. He likely 
risked danger by meeting with Jesus. Two other 
references to Nicodemus indicate that Jesus must 
have had a strong effect on him. He stood up for 
Jesus at the Jewish ruling council (7:50) and helped 
Prepare Jesus’ body for burial (19:39). 

Jesus’ meeting with the Samaritan woman 
(4:4-42) probably had some of the same tension, 
although it occurred in daylight. Conversations 
between a Jew and a Samaritan, let alone between 
a religious teacher and an adulterer, were taboo. 


rr 


*3 Or born from above; also.in verse 7 
heaven 


423 Or and believed in him 


"36 Some interpreters end the quotation after verse 30, 


earthly things and you do not: 

will you believe if speak 

one has ever gone into heaven exe te 
came from heaven-=the Son of Man. 
Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, 


of Man must be lifted isthat 
believes in him may have eternal lifes “ 

lo" Bor God so loved the world that v 
‘one and only Son,* be oY believes in him 
shall not perish but have life. Por God did 
not send his Son into the world to con i" 
world, but to save the world through him, 18V 


ever believes in him is not condemned, but who- 
ever does not believe stands condemned already 


becoause he has not believed in the of God's 

one and only Son. 19This is the verdict: it has 

come into the world, but men loved darkness in~ 

stead of light because their deeds were evil, 4 

{Everyone who does evil hates the in v 

not come into the light for fear that will 

be exposed. 2!But whoever lives by the ‘ 

comes into the light, so that it may be seen p! 

that OR Eee ce ee ee = 
1" 


John the Baptist’s Testimony About Jes 


2After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into 
the Judean countryside, where he spent some time 
with them, and baptized. 23Now John also was — 
baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was 
plenty of water, and people were com- 
ing to be baptized. 24(This was before John was 
in prison.) An argument developed between 
some of John’s disciples and a certain Jew) over 
the matter of ceremonial washing. 26They came to 
John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who was 
with you on the other side of the Jordan—the one 
you testified about—well, he is baptizing, and. | 
everyone is going to him.” 

27To this John replied, “A man can receive only 
what is given him from heaven. You selve 
can testify that I said, ‘Iam not the Christt but am 
sent ahead of him,’ 2The bride belongs to the 
bridegroom. The friend who attends the bride- 
groom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy 
when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is 
mine, and it is now complete. He must become 
greater; | must become less. 

31The one who comes from above is above all; 
the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, 
and speaks as one from the earth. The one who 
comes from heaven is above all. 32He testifies to 
what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his 
testimony. 33The man whorhas accepted it has cer- 
tified that God is truthful. 4For the one whom God 
has sent speaks the words of God, for God! gives 
the Spirit without limit. 5The Father loves the Son 
and has placed everything in his hands, 3Who- 
ever believes in the Son has eternal life, but who- 
ever rejects the Son will not see life, tor Cots 
wrath remains on him.”™ bh myscite 


pa 


a 


bend Ac, dod 


f <6 Orbut spit 47 The Greeks plural, eer 
'15 Or believes may have eternal life in him 16 Or his only begotten Son “h8 OF 's 


125 Some manuscripts and certain Jews. 28 Or + 
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Jesus Talks With a Samaritan Woman 


4 The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining 
and baptizing more disciples than John, 2al- 
though in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but 
his disciples. 3When the Lord learned of this, he 
left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. 

4Now he had to go through Samaria. So he 
came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the 
plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
‘Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was 
from the journey, sat down by the well. It was 


about the sixth hour. 
"When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, 


Jesus said to her, ‘Will you give mea drink?” (His 
disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 
‘The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a 


JOHN 4:14 


Jew and | am a Samaritan woman, How can 
ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not 
with Samaritans.*) . Pg 

l0Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of 
God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you 
would have asked him and he would have given 
you living water,” 

1“Sir,”” the woman said, “you have nothing to 
draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get 
this living water? !2Are you greater than our father 
Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it 
himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and 
herds?” 

i3Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this 
water will be thirsty again, “but whoever drinks 
the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the 


“9 Or do nol use dishes Samaritans have used 


SeeeSIGHT | 


Conversations with Jesus 
How did Jesus talk to ordinary people? 


” 


The woman said, “I know that Messiah is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us. 
Then Jesus declared, “| who speak to you am he.” 4:25-26 + 
Wi. Where it’s plentiful, we tend to take it for granted, like air. Often, we fail to use it 


carefully, We waste it. 
Not so in the desert, where even plants hoard water with bristly defenses. There, water takes 


on a mythical aura. Taunting visions of pools and streams dance in the heat waves. A craving for 
water crowds out all other thoughts, and one spoonful, on a parched tongue, is worth gold. 

To a woman in a dry land who spent part of each day hauling clay jugs to and from a well, 
water was the most powerful symbol imaginable. Little wonder that when jesus offered “iiving 
water’ that would never run dry (4:14), the Samaritan woman paid attention, 


Profoundly Simple Words 

A simple word or phrase with a profound meaning: that is the style of jesus’ teaching as 
presented in John. No biblical author used simpler, more commonplace words: water, world, 
light, life, birth, love, truth. Yet John used them with such depth that hundreds of authors since 
have tried to plumb their meaning. 

Reading John is like sitting in a boat in the middle of a deep, pristine lake. The clarity of the 
water reveals everything under the surface—you think. Yet, as you gaze deeper, you can never see 
the bottom. Something always remains hidden. 

Those who look for a neat scheme of organization in John usually fail. John’s Gospel omits 
many of the events recorded in Mark, most of the long public speeches of Matthew, and all of the 
parables of Luke. Its teaching emerges mainly through Jesus’ intimate encounters with diverse 


people 


Listening in on Private Conversations 

Jesus uttered some of his most memorable sayings in the midst of very ordinary conversations. 
The book of John rarely shows him speaking to large crowds. Instead, we see Jesus meetin; 
secretly with a nervous religious leader (3:1-21), or talking with a promiscuous woman (4:5-26) 
beside a well. Both visitors carried away Slin play omoune images (a second birth, living water), 
and today we recall those words as among the most familiar in all the Bible. 

John paints close-ups of individuals who responded to Jesus on earth. Some followed him 
courageously, others remained skeptical, and still others reacted with hostility. Often, John 
reporis, people simply “did not understand,’ despite Jesus’ use of visual images. In short, 
response to the Son of God on earth 2,000 years ago bears a striking resemblance to the world’s 
response to him now 
Life Questions: |magine yourself in a private conversation with Jesus, much like the Samaritan wo- 


man’s. What would you want to talk about? 


JOHN 4:15 


water | give him will become in himoe spring of 

water welling up to eternal life” 

IThe woman said to him, “Sir, give me this 
water 4o that | won't get thirsty and have to keep 
coming here to draw water” 

loHe told her, “Go, call your husband and come 
back.” 

WT have no husband,” she replied, 

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say 
you have no husband. !8The fact is, you have had 
five husbands, and the man you now have is not 
your husband, What you have just said is quite 
true.” 

o"Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are 
a prophet, Our fathers worshiped on this moun- 
tain, but you Jews claim that the place where we 
must worship is in Jerusalem 

Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is 
coming when you will worship the Father neither 
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You Samari- 
tans worship what you do not know; we worship 
what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews, 
3Yet a time is coming and has now come when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the 
Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers 
must worship in spirit and in truth.” 

The woman said, “1 know that Messiah’ 
(called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will 
explain everything to us.” 

26Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am 
he.” 


The Disciples Rejoin Jesus 
27Just then his disciples returned and were sur- 
prised to find him talking with a woman. But no 
one asked, ‘What do you want?” or “Why are you 
talking with her?” 
28Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went 
back to the town and said to the people, 29’’Come, 
see a man who told me everything I ever did. 
Could this be the Christ?” ®They came out of the 
town and made their way toward him. 
3iMeanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, 
eat something.” 
32But he said to them, “I have food to eat that 
you know nothing about.” 
Then his disciples said to each other, “Could 
someone have brought him food?” 
34‘My food,” said Jesus, ‘‘is to do the will of him 
who sent me and to finish his work. 35Do you not 
say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest’? I 
tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! 
They are ripe for harvest, Even now the reaper 
draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop 
for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper 
may be glad together. 37Thus the saying ‘One sows 
and another reaps’ is true. 38 sent you to reap 
what you have not worked for. Others have done 
the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of 
their labor.” 


«29 Or Messiah 


*2 Some manuscripts Bethzatha; other manuscripts Bethsaida 
paralyzed—and they watted for the moving of the waters. From time to time an angel of the Lord would come dowe anid stir 
one into the pool after each such disturbance would be cured. of whatever disease he had. - 


wMany of oe texnet 
lieved in him because of the wor 


with them, and he n 

of his words many more 5 
«They said to the woman, “We no to 

lieve just because of whatyou said; now we hav 


heard for ourselves, and we 
really is the Savior of the sick a 


Jesus Heals the Official’s Son 


“After the two days he left for 
Jesus himself had pointed out 
no honor in his own country.) 
in Galilee, the Galileans we! 
seen all that he had 
over Feast, for they also had’ been there. 

#Once more he visited Cana in’ 

he had turned the water into wine. 
a certain royal official pbs Bit atime x hae 
naum. 4”When this man heard that Jesus had ar- 
rived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and 
begged him to come and heal his son, who was — 
close to death. 

48”Unless you people see miraculous signs and 
wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never be- 
lieve.” ¢ 
49The royal official said, bar Coens Sowa erate 
my child dies.” 

Jesus replied, “You may 80. 
live.” 
The man took: feaus ahs word anata 
51While he was still on the way, his servants met 
him with the news that his boy was living. When 
he inquired as to the time when his better, 
they said to him, “The fever left him yesterday at 


the seventh hour.” 
was the exact 


53Then the father realized that this 
time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son wil 
live.” So he and all his household believed. 

34This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus 
performed, having come from Judea to Galilee. 


The Healing at the Pool 3 


Some time later, Jesus wentup toleniasient fos 

a feast of the Jews. 2Now there is in Jerusalem 
near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is 
called Bethesda? and which is surrounded by five 
covered colonnades. 3Here a great number of dis- 
abled people used to lie—the blind, the lame, the 
paralyzed.« 50ne who was there had been an in- 


4:50 A Long-Distance Miracle _ 
This miracle has certain similarities to another 
Performed at the request of a'Roman centurion 
(Luke 7:2-10; arpa lal Jesus’ two |” 
occurred over a distance. pate ve 


ee eal 


«3 Some less important 


913 4 


valid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him 
lying there and learned that he had been in this 
condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you 
want to get well?” 

?Sin,”’ the invalid replied, “I have no. one to 
help me into the pool when the water is stirred, 
While I am trying to get in, someone else goes 
down ahead of me,” 

&Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your 
mat and walk.” 9At once the man was cured; he 
picked up his mat and walked, 

The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 
Wand so the Jews said to the man who had been 


healed, ‘It is ‘he Sabbath; the law forbids you to 
carry your mat.” 
11But he replied, ‘The man who made me well 


said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ 

12So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who 
told you to pick it up and walk?” 

13The man who:was healed had no idea who it 
was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd 
that was there. 

\4Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to 
him, ‘See, you are well again. Stop sinning or 
something worse may happen to you.” !5The man 
went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who 
had made him well. 


Life Through the Son 


16So, because Jesus was doing these things on 
the Sabbath, the Jews persecuted him. Jesus said 
to them, “My Father is always at his work to this 
very day, and I, too, am working.” 18For this rea- 
son the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not 
only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even 
calling God his own Father, making himself equal 
with God. 
19Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the 
truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do 
only what he sees his Father doing, because what- 
ever the Father does the Son also does. 20For the 
Father Icves the Son and shows him all he does. 
Yes, to your amazement he will show him even 
greater things than these. 2!For just as the Father 
raises the dead and gives them life, even so the 
Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 
22Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has 
entrusted all judgment to the Son, “that all may 
honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He 
who does not honor the Son does not honor the 
Father, who sent him 
24] tell you the truth, whoever hears my word 
and believes him who sent me has eternal life and 
will not be condemned; he has crossed over from 


death to life. 25[ tell you the truth, a time is coming 
and has now come when the dead will hear the 
voice of the Son of God and those who hear will 
live. 26For as the Father has life in himself, so he 
has granted the Son to have life in himself, 7And 
he has given him authority to judge because he is 
the Son of Man 

28Do not be amazed at this, fora time is coming 
when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 


%and come out—those who have done good will 


19 Or Study diligently (the imperative) 


*44 Some early manuscripts the Only One 


JOHN 6:11 — 
rise to live, and those who have done. ter 
to be condemned, “By myself | can ine = 
judge only as I hear, and my judgment. 
seek not to please myself but him who sent 


Testimonies About Jesus % P t 


31Tf | testify about myself, m: testimony is i 
valid. 32There is ahotieew ic testifesin my ve 
and | know that his testimony about me is valid, _ 
~ 33You have sent to John and he has testified to ~ 
the truth. 4Not that I accept human testimony; but 
1 mention it that you may be saved. %John was a 
lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for 
a time to enjoy his light. 5 

36] have testimony weightier than that of John. 

For the very work oa the Father has given me to 


shih enataehlehils cing veetities that the 
‘ather has ther 
has himself test andthe er ke \ 


never heard his voice nor seen his form, Kein 
his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the 
one he sent. 3*You diligently study* the Scriptures _ 
because you think that by them you possess eter- 
nal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about 
me, “yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 

411 do not accept praise from men, 42but | know 
you. I know that you do not have the love of God 
in your hearts. 41 have come in my Father's name, 
and you do not accept me; but if someone else 
comes in his over names poet sea ra 
44How can you believe if you accept praise from 
one another, yet make no effort to obtain the id ; 
that comes from the only God’? 

"But do not think I will accuse you before the 
Father. Your accusér is Moses, on whom your 
hopes are set. 461f you believed Moses, you would 
believe me, for hé wrote about me. 47But since you 
do not believe what he wrote, how are you going. 
to believe what I say?” 

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand a 
Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far 
shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of 

Tiberias), 2and a great crowd of people followed 

him because they saw the miraculous signs he had 

performed on the sick, 3Then Jesus went up on a 

mountainside and sat down with his disciples 

4The Jewish Passover Feast was near. 

5When Jesus looked up and saw a great Be He 
coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where 
shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” He 
asked this only to test him, for he already had in 
mind what he was going to do. 

7Philip answered him, “Eight months’ wages¢ 
would not buy enough bread for each one to have 
a bite!” 

8Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Pe- 
ter’s brother, spoke up, %Here is a boy with five 
small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far 
will they go among so many?” 

10Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There 
was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat 
down, about five thousand of them. 'Jesus then 
took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to 


<7 Greek two hundred denarii 
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John’s Reason 
Handpicked incidents t 


“Believe me when [say that Lam in the Father and the Fathers 
of the miractes themselves.“14:11 ae 

‘ohn wrote his book about Jesus for a lined pure 0 

written that you may believe that Jesus is tl ist, 

nay have life in his name” (20:31). The book is not so 
author has handpicked incidents to demonstrate that Jesus 
he is the Son of God. -: eas 

This purpose shows up, for example, in how John treats Jest | Z 
Mark, and Luke all record miracles, John one step ft | 
points to something. In John, supernatural acts are one 
ceftised to perform miracles as magic to dazzle the cro’ 


lessons to teach about himself, = 
Atter feeding 5,000 people from one small lunch, Jesus d 


(6:1-59), Just before restoring sight to a blind man, he 
Nothing “just happens” in John; everything underscores | 
=> 


Merely a Great Man? 
use Jesus is so clear in describing his own nature, a 

Jesus as a great moral teacher, but | don’t accept his claim to 
Lewis has said, “That is the one thing we must not say. A 
sort of things jesus said would not be a great moral teachi 
level with the man who says he is a poached ALE else 
must make your choice. Either this man was, ant is, the Son 
something worse.” 

According to John, not everyone believed Jesus was d 
indignantly demanded (8:53). Doubters had him killed fo 
is hardly possible to read John without being convinced 
Life Questions: Despite what C.S. Lewis says, many people d 
How do they rationalize it? 
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fied, 20But he said to them, “Itis 1; don’t be afraid,” 
21Then they were willing to take him into the boat, 
and immediately the boat reached the shore where 
they were heading. 

2The next day the crowd that had stayed on the 


opposite shore of the lake realized that only one 
boat had been there, and that Jesus had not en- 
tered it with his disciples, but that they had gone 


away alone. 23Then some boats from Tiberias land- 
ed near the place where the people had eaten the 
bread after the Lord had given-thanks. 24Once the 
crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples 
were there, they got into the boats and went to 
Capernaum in search of Jesus. 


Jesus the Bread of Life 


25When they found him on the other side of the 
lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you get 
here?” 
26Jesus answered, “‘] tell you the truth, you are 
looking for me, not because you saw miraculous 
signs but because you ate the loaves and had your 
fill. 27Do not work for food that spoils, but for food 
that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man 
will give you. On him God the Father has placed 
his seal of approval.” 
28Then they asked him, “What must we do to do 
the works God requires?” 
29Jesus answered, ‘The work of God is this: to 
believe in the one he has sent,” 
30So they asked him, “What miraculous sign 
then will you give that we may see it and believe 
you? What will you do? 3!Our forefathers ate the 
manna in the desert; as it is written: ‘He gave them 
bread from heaven to eat.” 
32Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, itis not 
Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, 
but it is my Father who gives you the true bread 
from heaven, 33For the bread of God is he who 
comes down from heaven and gives life to the 
world.” 
34 Sir,” 
bread,” 
35Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. 
He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he 
who believes in me will never be thirsty. 36But as I 
told you, you have seen me and still you do not 
believe. 37All that the Father gives me will come to 
me, and whoever comes to me | will never drive 
away. 38For I have come down from heaven not to 
do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 
3#And this is the will of him who sent me, that I 
shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise 
them up at the last day. 49For my Father's will is 
that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in 
him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up 
at the last day.” 
41At this the Jews began to grumble about him 
because he said, “I am the bread that came down 
from heaven.” #2They said, “Is this not Jesus, the 
son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? 
How can he now say, ‘1 came down from 
heaven’?” 
“Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus 


they said, “from now on give us this 


“31 Exodus 16:4; Neh. 9:15, Psalm 78:24,25, ‘45 Isaiah 54:13 
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answered. 44No one can come to me unless the 
Father who sent me draws him, and { will raise 
him up at the last day. 45It is written in the Proph- 
ets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’' Everyone 
who listens to the Father and learns from him 
comes to me. 46No one has seen the Father except 
the one who is from God; only he has seen the 
Father. 471 tell you the truth, he who believes has 
everlasting life. 481 am the bread of life. Your 
forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they 
died, 0But here is the bread that comes down from 
heaven, which a man may eat and not die. 511 am 
the living bread that came down from heaven. If 
anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This 
bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of 
the world,”” 

82Then the Jews began to argue sharply among 
themselves, “How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?” 

53Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, unless: 
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my 
flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I 
will raise him up at the last day. 55For my flesh is 
real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever 
eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, 
and | in him. 57Just as the living Father sent me and 
I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds 
on me will live because of me. 58This is the bread 
that came down from heaven. Your forefathers ate” 
manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread 
will live forever.” 59He said this while teaching in 
the synagogue in Capernaum. 


Many Disciples Desert Jesus 


60On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This 
is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” 

61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about 
this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? 
62What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where 
he was before! The Spirit gives life; the flesh 
counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to 
you are spirite and they are life. Yet there are 
some of you who do not believe,” For Jesus had 
known from the beginning which of them did not 
believe and who would betray him. He went on 
to say, ‘’This is why I told you that no one can 
come to me unless the Father has enabled him.” 


en 
6:60 Words Too Hard to 


Swallow 


Chapter 6 shows the full cycle of peoples response 
to Jesus. At first, excited by his miracle of feeding 
the 5,000, folk tried to make him king. But Jesus 
escaped. The next day he rebuked them for having 
an interest only in physical concerns, not in 
spiritual truth (verse 26). He used the miracle of 
the feeding to give an important lesson on the 
bread of life, using words that were later applied to 
the Lord’s Supper, or the Eucharist. These words, 
however, so disappointed the sensati i 
crowd that many turned away from him. 


63 Or Spirit 


a 


JOHN 6:66 


tJ) 
sofrom this time: spas i 
baok and no longer Li 

OPYou do nat want ta leave toy do 


asked the Twelve: 

Simon Deter answered hin) Lord: to when 
shall we go? You have the wort Nite, 
oWe believe and Know that you are the Holy One 
ot Godt.” al ihe * 

“Then Jesus replied, “Have | Not ch 
the Twelve? Yetone of you is a devil!” 
Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one 
ot the Twelve, was later () beteay hin.) 

Jesus Goes to the Feast of Tabernacles 
After this, Jesus went around i Galilee, pure 
posely staying away from Judea 
Jews there were waiting to take his life: 
the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles was near, Jesus 
brothers said to him, “You ought to leave here and, 
go to Judea, so that your disciples may gee the 
miracles you do, 4No one who wants to become 
public figure acts in seeret, Since you are doing, 
these things, show yourself to the world’ For 
even his own brothers did not believe in- him, 

Therefore Jesus told them, right time for 
me has not yet come; for you any time is right, 
“The world cannot hate you, but it hates me be- 
cause | testify that what it does is evil, 4You go to 
the Feast, | am not yet® going up to this. Feast, 
because for me the right time has not yet come. 
°Having said this, he stayed in Galilee, 

However, after his brothers had left for the 
Feast, he went also, not publicly, but in secret, 
NNow at the Feast the Jews were watching for him 
and asking, “Where is that man?” 

Among the crowds there was widespread 
whispering about him, Some said, “He is a 
man 
Others replied, “No, he deceives the people.” 
But no one would say anything publicly about 
him for fear of the Jew: 


Jesus Teaches at the Feast 

M4Not until halfway through the Feast did Jesus 
go up to the temple courts and begin to teach, 

were amazed and asked, “How did this 
ch learning without having studied?” 

loJesus answered, “My teaching is not my own, 
It comes from him who sent me. If anyone 
cho to do God's will, he will find out whether 
my teaching comes from God or whether I speak 
on my own. !8He who speaks on his own does so 
to gain honor for himself, but he who works for the 
honor of the one who sent him is a man of truth; 
there is nothing false about him. 9Has not Moses 
given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the 
law. Why are you trying to kill me?” 

20’You are demon-possessed,” the crowd an- 
swered. ‘Who is trying to kill you?” t 

2iJesus said to them, “I did one miracle, and you 
are all astonished. 22Yet, because Moses gave you 
circumcision (though actually it did not come from 
Moses, but from the patriarchs), you circumcise a 
child on the Sabbath. Now if a child can be cir- 
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{The earliost and most reliable manuscripts and other 
ancient witnesses do not have John ZeethLL | 


‘Then each went to his own home: 
But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives, 2At 
dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, 
Where all the people gathered around him, and he 
sat down to teach them. “The teachers of the law 
and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in 
adultery, They made her stand before the group. 
‘and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was 
caught in the act of adultery. Sly the Law Moses 
commanded us to stone such women. Now what 
do you say?” 6They were using this question as a 
trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him, 
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the 
ground with his finger. 7When they kept on ques- 
tioning him, he straightened up and said to them, 
Ifany one of you is without sin, let him be the first 
to throw a stone at her.” SAgain he stooped down 
and wrote on the ground 
‘At this, those who heard began to go away one 
ata time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was 
lett, with the woman still standing there. Jesus 
straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where 
are they? Has no one condemned you?” 
she said. 
‘Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus de- 
clared. ““Go now and leave your life of sin.” 


'I"No one, sir, 


The Validity of Jesus’ Testimony 


!2When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, 
“Tam the light of the world. Whoever follows me 


8:6 Breaking the Law 
According to the story, the Pharisees weren't 
following Moses’ law, which required the woman's 


partner in crime to appear also. Interestingly, verse 
6 records the only scene of Jesus writing. 


#52 Two early manuscripts the Prophet 
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who sent me. (in your own Law it is written: 
the testimony of We mento valid, 11 arn en as f 
tentifies for mypelf; my other witnens lo the Pather, 
who sent me” n 
WThen they asked him, “Where is your father?” 
“You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus 
replied, “If you knew me, you would know my 
Father also.” “He spoke these words while teach- 
ing in the temple area near the place where the 
offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because 
his time had not yet come. tie 
NOnce more Jesus said to them, “I am going. 
away, and you will look for me, and you will die in 
your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.” = 
2This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself? 
Is that why he says, ‘Where | go, you cannot 
come’? hid 
29But he continued, ‘You are from below; | am 
from above. You are of this world; | am not of this: 
world. 241 told you that you would die in your sins; 
if you do not believe that I am the one | claim to 
be, you will indeed die in your sins.” 
25Who are you?” they asked. be 
“Just what | have been claiming all along,” Jesus 
replied, 26” have much to say in judgment of you. 
But he who sent me is reliable, and what I have 
heard from him I tell the world.” » 
27They did not understand that he was telling 
them about his Father. 28So Jesus said, “When you 
have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know 
that I am the one I claim to be, and that I do 
nothing on my own but speak just what the Father 
has taught me. 29The one who sent me is with me; 
he has not left me alone, for | always do what 
pleases him.” #Even as he spoke, many put their 
faith in him. 
The Children of Abraham 


31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, 
“If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. 32Then you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.’” 

33They answered him, “We are Abraham’s de- 
scendants¢ and have never been slaves of anyone. 
How can you say that we shall be set free?”’ 

Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone 
who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no 
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to 
it forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed. 371 know you are Abraham's descend- 
ants. Yet you are ready to kill me, because you 
have no room for my word. 381 am telling you what 


«33 Greek seed; also in verse 37 . 
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then you would? do the things Abraham did 

HAs iti, you are determined to kill me, @ fan 
who has told you the trath that T heard from God, 
Abraham did not do seh thing, You are doing 
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The Children of the Devil 


Jlesus said to them, “li God were your Mather, 

you would love me, for Leame from God and now 
am here, [have not come on my own; but he sent 
me. “Why is my language not clear to you? Be- 
cause you are unable to hear what Tsay, “You 
belong to your father, the devil, and you want to 
carry out your father's desire, He was a murderer 
from the beginning, not holding to the trath, for 
there ix no truth in him, When he lies, he speaks 
his native language, for he isa liar and the father of 
lies, Yet because | tell the truth, you do not be 
lieve me! Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? 
If] am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 
“He who belongs to God hears what God says. 
The reason you do not hear is that you do not 
belong to God,” 


The Claims of Jesus About Himself 


The Jews answered him, “Aren‘t we right in 
saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-pos- 
sessed?” 

#1 am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, 

but | honor my Father and you dishonor me, “I 
am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one 
who seeks it, and he is the judge. 5!I tell you the 
truth, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see 
death.” 

R2At this the Jews exclaimed, “Now we know 
that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and 
so did the prophets, yet you say that if anyone 
keeps your word, he will never taste death. 3Are 
you greater than our father Abraham? He died, 
and so did the prophets. Who do you think you 
are?” 

MJesus replied, “If 1 glorify myself, my glory 
means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as 
your God, is the one who glorifies me. SThough 
you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did 
not, | would be a liar like you, but I do know him 
and keep his word. Your father Abraham re- 
joiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it 

and was glad.” 

57“You are not yet fifty years old,” the Jews said 
to him, “‘and you have seen Abraham!” 

58” tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before 
Abraham was born, I am!” 59At this, they picked 
up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, 
slipping away from the temple grounds. 


#38 Or presence. Therefore do what you have heard from the Father. 
Jesus, “then 


on 
[have seen in the Rather's presence, and you do * Jews Heals a Man Born Blin 


As he went along, he sav a mat 
birth. 2a dived asked Winn, 
sinned, this man or hie parents, that he 
blind?” « 

Neither thie man nor hie parents sinned 
Joaus, “but this fant that the work of ¢ 
might be displayed in his life, 4Ae long ae it ie day, 
we must do the work of him who sent me. 
coming, When fo one ca While Fann iny the: 
world, : 

Having said this, he epit on the ground, made. 
some mud with the saliva, and put iton the man’s 
eyes. 7'Go,"" he told him, “wash in the Pool of 
Siloam’ (this word means Sent), So the man 
and washed, and came home seeing. 

“His neighbors and those who had formerly 
acen him begging asked, ‘Isn't this thesame man — 
who used to sit and beg?’ Some claimed that he 
was, 

Others said, “No, he only looks like him,” 

But he himself insisted, “1 am the man.” 

oie then were your eyes opened?” they de- 
manded, ” M 

‘He replied, “The man they call Jesus made ¥ 
some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go — 
to Siloam and wash. So 1 went and washed, and 
then I could see.” 

12”Where is this man?” they asked him, 

“1 don’t know,” he said. 


The Pharisees Investigate the Healing 
I3They brought to the Pharisees the man who 
had been blind. 4Now the day on which Jesus had ‘ 
made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a 
Sabbath. !Therefore the Pharisees also asked him 
how he had received his sight. “He put mud on 
my eyes,” the man replied, “and | washed, and 
now I see.” P 
16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not < 
from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.’ 
But others asked, “How can a sinner do such 
miraculous signs?” So they were divided. . 
17Finally they turned again to the blind man, 
“What have you to say about him? Itwasyoureyes 
he opened.” ai 
The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 
18The Jews still did not believe that he had been : 
blind and had received his sight until they sent for 
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9:2 Does Suffering Come 
Because of Sin? 
In this story, Jesus corrects a commonly-held 
notion that’ salering comes because of ~ The 
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risees, rejected Jesus’ teaching 

why the man had been born blind (verse 34). In 
typical style, John wove together the incident with { 
—— comments about a different kind of ma 
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»© man answered, "Now that is remarkable! 
know where he comes from, yet he 
my eves. “We know that God does not 
ustens to the godly man who 
has ever heard of opening 
a. Sit this man were not 
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ual Blindness 


they had thrown him out, and 
he sai, "Do you believe in 


man asked. “Tell me so 


have now seen him; in fact, 
with you 


Lord, I believe,” and he 


ent I have come into 
blind will see and thase who 


es who were with him heard him 


say th What? Are we blind too?” 

u were blind, you would not 
tes now that you claim you can 
see, vour guilt remains. 


The Shepherd and His Flock 

10 i tell you the truth, the man who does not 
en sheep pen by the gate, but climbs 

in by same y, is a thief and a robber. 7The 

man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his 


M Or Messat 


*24 A solemn change to tell the truth (see Joshua 7:19) 
2S Many early mamcscripts What sy Father Aas given me ss grater than 


down of my own accord. I have au’ to lay it 
down and suthorty by bibs it Ge eee ee 
mand I received from my Father.” 

'8At these words the Jews were again divided. 
Many of them said, “He is demon-possessed and 
raving mad. Why listen to him?” . 

But others said, “These are not the sayings ofa 
man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open 
the eyes of the blind?” 


The Unbelief of the Jews 


2Then came the Feast of Dedicationé at Jerusa- 
lem. It was winter, Band Jesus was in the temple 
area walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. The Jews 
gathered around him, saying, “How long will you 
keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ,# tell us © 

inly.” 

Jesus answered, “‘I did tell you, but you do not 
believe. The miracles 1 do in my Father's name 
speak for me, 2but you do not believe because you 
are not my sheep. 27My sheep listen to my voice; I 
know them, and they follow me. 25I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can 
snatch them out of my hand. 2My Father, who has _ 
given them to me, is greater than allé; no one can 
snatch them out of my Father's hand. I and the 
Father are one.” 

31 Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, 
but Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many 


<9 Or kept sate 22 That is, Hanukkah 


JOHN 10:33 


great miractes Grom the Father, For whieh of these 
do vou stone me? 

“We are not stoning you for any Of thexe,”” 
replied the Jows, “but for blasphemy, because 
you, a mere man, claim to be God,” 

Mlesus answered them, “Is it not written in your 
Law, ‘I have said you are gods"? Sf he called 
them ‘gods. to whom the word of God eame—and 
the Seripture cannot be broken— ‘what about the 
one whom the Father set apart as his very own and 


44 Palm ate 


920 


sent into the world? Why then do yo 
blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God 
not believe me unless | do what my Fath 
“But if] do it, even though you do not bel 
believe the miracles, that you may know 
derstand that the Father is in me, and 1 in 
Father.” “Again they tried to seize him, but 
escaped their grasp, °: 

4Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the 
place where John had been baptizing in the early 


NST 


A Good Shepherd 


What a “good shepherd” would give to save a life 


I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” 10:10 


As Jesus headed toward final tragedy in Jerusalem, the theme of death, his death, kept surfacing 
in his parables and direct statements, Ironically, his followers were growing in numbers. His 
popularity had reached a peak with the feeding of 5,000 people on a handful of morsels, a miracle 


mentioned by all four Gospel writers. 


The ground swell of support to make Jesus king deeply impressed his followers; Jesus, 


however, escaped into the hills (6; 


), He would not be a king on the crowd’s terms. He 


continued on his lonely mission, stirring up controversy and hatred by healing people on the 
Sabbath and by proclaiming himself equal with God, 


Ignoring an Impressive Miracle 


Many Jews came over to Jesus after one of his most impressive signs: bringing Lazarus back to 
life. But, simultaneously, religious leaders concluded callously that it was best for one man (Jesus) 
to die rather than upset the whole world (11:50). Four separate times they tried to seize him. 

Jesus came to offer “life’—one of those one-syllable words, swollen with meaning, that John 
threaded through his.narrative. Lazarus received that life in an astonishingly literal way, providing 
yet another sign of Jesus’ ultimate power. Jesus, though, made preparations to give up his own 
life, making the ultimate sacrifice of the good shepherd. 

Lite Questions: What have you sacrificed for the sake of another person? 


eT 


claye POQe De stayed Hand ntny people Gani te 
hin They sald, Thouwh John never performed a 
NvPAeuOue eqin, all hal fone salt abet Hie inane 
was tie HAnd in that plage many believed tn 


Joni 


The Death of Lazaria 

Now a man named Lazarie wan ale be 
] was fom Dethany, the village of Mary and 
her water Martha. Tb Mary, whose brother 
Lagarus now lay sick, Was the same one who 
poured perfume on the Lord and wiped hie feet 
wilh her hale So the sisters sent word to Jesus, 
Lord, the one you love in gick 

‘When he heard this, Jesus sated, “Tite sieknens 

will not end in death, No, itis for God's glory so 
that Goud s Son may be glorified through i? eaua 
loved Martha and her sister and Lagarug, Yet 
when he heard that Lazarus wan sick, he stayed 
where he was two more days 

Then he sad to his disciples, “Let us go back to 
Judea % 

Hut Rabbi” they. gaid, “a short while ago the 
Jews tried to stone you, afd yet you are KOI back 
there” 

‘Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of 
daylight? A man who walks by day will not stum- 
ble, for he sees by this world’s light, tis when he 
walks by night that he stumbles, for he has no 
light 

'lAtter he had said this, he went on to tell them, 
Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but 1am 
yoing there to wake him up.” 

His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he 
will get better.” “Jesus had been speaking of his 
death, but his disciples thought he meant natural 


N50 then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is 
dead, !Sand for your sake Lam glad I was not there, 
so that you may believe, But let us go to him.” 

‘Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest 
of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die 
with him,” 


Jesus Comforts the Sisters 


On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had 
already been in the tomb for four days. /#Bethany 
was less than two miles’ from Jerusalem, and 
many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to com- 
fort them in the loss of their brother. 20When Mar- 
tha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to 
meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

*!Lord,”" Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. 22But I 
know that even now God will give you whatever 
you ask,” 

*iJesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” 

“Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in 
the resurrection at the last day.” 

Jesus said to her, “1 am the resurrection and 
the life. He who believes in me will live, even 
though he dies; sand whoever lives and believes 
in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 


#18 Greek fifteen stadia {about 3 kilometers) "27 Or Messiah 


a beens is h 
Chiriet,! the Sen af 
inte the world 

Wand after whe had: 
callud Her wioter 


the place 
When the Jews 
house, comforting, 
gol up and wentout, they follo 
phe wae going to the tomb to moun 


UWhen Mary reached the place Ne 
anid paw him, ohe fell at his feet and 
Hie had been here, my Wn 
ie * f ns 
“When Jesus saw her 
who had come along, 
was deeply move 
MO Where have you laid 


Ar Bow 
Jesus Raises Lazarus From: 


Wesus, once more d 
tomb. It was a cave w 
entrance, Take away the 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, 
Hah ee i ne 

en there four 5 

Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell 
believed, you would see the glory 

41S0 they took away the stone 
looked up and said, “Father, I thank you 
have heard me. #21 knew that you always hear me, 
But I nie this for the benefit of by ir : 

ere, that they may believe that f 
43When he had said this, Jesus led in ‘as 
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” “The dead man came we. 2 
out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of : 
linen, and a cloth around his face. Fe 


A xh aa 
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes id Se eT 
and let him go.” | La? ie ¢ 


= ae 
The Plot to Kill Jesus A Ne 
45Therefore many of the Jews who had come to a 


visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, ir e 
faith in him. 4¢But some of them wenttothe Phan- ‘ 
sees and told them what Jesus had done. #7Then 3 


the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting = A 

of the Sanhedrin. “ Waa =i . He 
“What are we lishii is 

“Here is this man n ir stone 9 ne ; 


signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone eee 
believe in him, and then the Romans wil! com og. 
take away both our place and our nation. d 

“Then one of them, nan Casohae Whe ee 
high priest that year, spoke up, “Y: ison 08 pe 
ing at all! You do not ‘att is Fe 
“48 Or temple hale papa de : 


2 


er 


JOHN 11:51 


you that one man die for the people than that the 
whole nation perish.” 

51He did not say this on his own, but as high 
priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die 
for the Jewish nation, S2and not only for that na- 
tion but also for the scattered children of God, to 
bring them together and make them one. 5350 
from that day on they plotted to take his life. 

Therefore Jesus no longer moved about public- 
ly among the Jews. Instead he withdrew to a re- 
gion near the desert, to a village called Ephraim, 
where he stayed with his disciples. 
When it was almost time for the Jewish Pass- 
over, many went up from the country to Jerusalem 
for their ceremonial cleansing before the Passover. 
%They kept looking for Jesus, and as they stood in 
the temple area they asked one another, “What do 
you think? Isn’t he coming to the Feast at all?’ 
S7But the chief priests and Pharisees had given 
orders that if anyone found out where Jesus was, 
he should report it so that they might arrest him. 


Jesus Anointed at Bethany 


1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived 
at Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom 
Jesus had raised from the dead. 2Here a dinner was 
given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Laza- 
rus was among those reclining at the table with 
him. 3Then Mary took about a pint? of pure nard, 
an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet 
and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house 
was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

4But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was 
later to betray him, objected, 5“Why wasn’t this 
perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It 
was worth a year's wages.” 6He did not say this 
because he cared about the poor but because he 
was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to 
help himself to what was put into it. 

Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “Jt was in- 
tended that she should save this perfume for the 
day of my burial. *You will always have the poor 
among you, but you will not always have me.” 

°Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out 
that Jesus was there and came, not only because of 
him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised 
from the dead. 10So the chief priests made plans to 
kill Lazarus as well, for on account of him many 
of the Jews were going over to Jesus and putting 
their faith in him 


11:53 Climax of the Drama 

John wrote his book with a great sense of drama. 
The first six chapters reveal the identity of Jesus. 
The next six chapters (7-12) show the increasingly 
divided opinions about Jesus. On the one hand, his 
disciples were won over, and Jesus gained a loyal 
following among the people. On the other hand, 
his enemies rejected all the evidence about him. 
Their opposition culminated in this plot, which 
finally brought about Jesus’ death. 


Greek « litra (probably about 0.5 liter) 
became an exclamation of praise #13 Psalm 118:25, 26 


+5 Greek three hundred denars 
15 Zech, 99 


The Triumphal Entry 
12The next day the great crowd t 
for the Feast heard that Jesus was | 
Jerusalem. !SThey took palm br 
out to meet him, shouting, 
“Hosanna!” Ang 


“Blessed is he who comes in the ; 
Lord!" 


“"Blessed is the King Of Israel!” a Vasc 


l4Jesus found a young donkey and 
is written, ‘ 4 
15“Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; — 
see, yourkingiscoming, = = + 
seated on a donkey’s colt.’"« 
16At first his disciples did not understand 3 
this. Only after Jesus was glorified did realize 
that these things had been written about | and 
that they had done these things to him. 1 
17Now the crowd that was with him when 
called Lazarus from the tomb and raised hi 
the dead continued to spread the word. 16] 
people, because they had heard that he had 
this miraculous sign, went out to meet him. !' 
the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is — 
getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world - 
has gone after him!” : 


Jesus Predicts His Death 


20Now there were some Greeks amon 
who went up to worship at the Feast. 2! They 
to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with 
a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to 
Jesus.” 22Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and 
Philip in turn told Jesus. 4 

23Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son 
of Man to be glorified. 241 tell you the truth, unle 
a kernel of wheat falls to the gre and dies, it _ 
remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it pro 
duces many seeds. The man who toves HDI 
will lose it, while the man who hates his life in t 
world will keep it for eternal life. 2Whoever serves 
me must follow me; and where | am, my servant 
also will be. My Father will honor the one whi 
serves me. ky F 
27Now my heart is troubled, and what shall 
say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was 
for this very reason I came to this hour. 
glorify your name!” - 

Then a voice came from pe sae 
fied it, and will glorify it again.” 9T that 
was there and heard it said it had thundered; oth- 
ers said an angel had spoken tohim. 

Wesus said, “This voice for your benefit, 
not mine. 31Now is the tine for judgment on this 
world; now the prince of this world will be driven: 
out. 32But I, when | am lifted up from the 


will draw all men to myself.” He said tis 
from: 


show the kind of death he was going to die. 
The crowd spoke up, “We have 
the Law that the Christ/ will remain. 


how can you say, The Son SHTEN must be lifted 
? this “Son of Man’? 
Saree joous told them, “You ate going to have 
the fight just a little w hile longer. Walk while you 
have the light, before darkness: overtakes you. The 
man who walks in the dark does not know where 
heis going. Put your trast in the light while you 
have t so that you may become sons of light, 
When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid 
himself from them, 
The Jews Continue in Their Unbelief 
Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous 
reir presence, they still would not believe 


Signs in th 
= eae This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the 


in him. 
prophet 
Lord. who has believed our message 
ind to Whom has the arm of the Lord been 
revealed?" 
could not beligve, 
vhere: 


“For this reason they 
yuse, as Isaiah says else 


He has blinded thew eyes 
and deadened their hearts, 
so they can neither see with their eyes, 
understand with their hearts, 
© turn—and | would heal them.” 


Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and 
spoke about him. 

“Yet at the same time many even among the 
rs believed in him. But because of the Phari- 
s they would not confess their faith for fear they 
uld be put out of the synagogue; “for they 
loved praise from men more than praise from God. 

#Then Jesus cried out, “When a man believes in 

e, he does not believe in me only, but in the one 

» sent me. When he looks at me, he sees the 

© who sent me. #I have come into the world as 

zht, so that no one who believes in me should 
in darkness. 

As for the person who hears my words but 
rot keep them, I do not judge him. For | did 
not come to judge the world, but to save it. There 
is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not 
accept my words; that very word which I spoke 

ill condemn him at the last day. #For I did not 

peak of my own accord, but the Father who sent 

« commanded me what to say and how to say it. 
“| know that his command leads to eternal life. So 
whatever | say is just what the Father has told me 


Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet 


13 It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus 
knew that the time had come for him to 
leave this world and go to the Father. Having 
loved his own who were in the world, he now 
showed them the full extent of his love.¢ 

The evening meal was being served, and the 
devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of 
Simon, to betray Jesus. 3Jesus knew that the Father 
had put all things under his power, and that he 
had come from God and was returning to God; 4so 
he got up from the meal, took off his outer cloth- 


“38 Isaiah 53:1 40 Isaiah 6:10 


“1 Ot he loved them to the last 


1.) 490 Dearest. . 


you 
asked them, ! me ‘Tea 

and rightly so, for that is what I am. 

your Lord and T: , have washed ye 
you also should wash one another's feet. 


181 am not referring to all of you; Ika 
have chosen, But this is to fulfill. scr 
who shares my bread has lifted up 
me.’4 226, any 

191 am telling you now before it happens, so 
that when it does happen you ' ieve 
He. 201 tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone 
1 send accepts me; and whoever accepts me ; 
cepts the one who sentme.” 

21After he had said this, Jesus was t 
spirit and testified, “1 tell you L, one 
is going to betray me.” " 

2His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to 
know which of them he meant. 3One of the 


i 


“18 Psainy 41:9 


JOHN 13:26 924 


26Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will 
give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in tonger. You will look for me, and 
the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he _ Jews, so | tell you now: Where | 
gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon. 27Assoonas _ cannot come. L 
Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. 4A new command I give you: Love | 

“What you are about to do, do quickly,” Jesus _ other, As I have loved you, so you must 
told him, 28but no one at the meal understood why another. 35By this all men will know that 3 
Jesus said this to him. 2°Since Judas had charge of my disciples, if you love one another.” 
the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are 
buy what was needed for the Feast, or to give going?” 
something to the poor. As soon as Judas had i “Whe 
taken the bread, he went out. And it was night. Papers a yon Wil Poverty a! 

f 4 ‘Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you — 

Jesus Predicts Peter's Denial now? I will lay down my life for you,”” 

3!When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Then Jesus answered, “Will you 4 
Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. down your life for me? | tell the 
If God is glorified in him,* God will glorify the _ fore the rooster crows, you WilPelisoven me three 
Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. times! 

e 


#32 Many early manuscnpts do not have /f God is glorified in him : 
The Last Meal Together 


The longest, most emotional night of Jesus’ life 


“You will grieve, but your Brief will turn to joy.” 16:20 

ohn devoted one-third of his book to the last 24-hour period Jesus spent on earth. The next five 

chapters (13-17) describe one of the scenes from that period, and nothing like these chapters 
exists elsewhere in the Bible. In their slow-motion, realistic detail, they provide an intimate 1a 
memoir of Jesus’ most anguished evening. “ 

Leonardo da Vinci immortalized the setting in his famous Painting The Last Supper, with the ~ 4 
Participants arranged on one side of the table as if posing for the artist, But John gives few 1 
Physical details; instead, he focuses on a whirlpool of emotional currents. : é 

John holds a light to the disciples’ faces, and you can almost see the awareness flickering in oa 5 
their eyes, All that Jesus had told them was slowly settling in. As for Jesus, “having loved his own ‘ 
who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love” (13:1), i 
Jesus Prepares to Leave e 

Never before had Jesus been so direct with them. Around the table he avoided parables and 
painstakingly answered the disciples’ redundant questions. Never was he more “theological.” He 
alone fully recognized the significance of this last evening before his death. The world was about 
to undergo a convulsive trauma, and the 11 fearful men with him were his hope for that world. 

“It is for your good that | am going away,” Jesus said (16:7), but the disciples were too busy 
discussing the meaning of “going away” to comprehend the good that would follow. 

Nevertheless; Jesus Ga explaining until at last the disciples showed signs of understanding. ¥ 
God's Son had entered the world to reside in one body, He was leaving earth to return to the 
Father. But the Spirit would come and reside in many bodies. Jesus seemed aware that much of 
what they nodded their heads at now would not sink in until later. 


Pain before Joy ‘ 

Jesus concluded his words with a ringing declaration, “Take heart! | have overcome the world”’ 
(16:33). How hollow this statement would seem the next evening, when his pale, abused 
hung on an executioner’s cross. The disciples’ emotions—and faith—would rise and plummet in 
one unforgettable day. Jesus predicted this, too, likening the pain to the spasms of childbirth 
before great joy breaks through (16:21, 22). : 

In his longest recorded prayer, Jesus summed up his feelings and his plans for the tight circle of 
friends gathered around him. He prayed, too, for the others who would follow them, stretching in 
an unbroken chain throughout history. And then he led the little band to his appointment with 
death. ‘ 
Life Questions: Have you ever been around someone facing death? How did he or she act? What does 
his response to impending death reveal about why Jesus came to earth? " 
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Jesus Comforts His Disciples 


Do not let your hearts be troubled, Trtet iv 
God trust also in me) ain my Father's 
house are many rooms; Lib were not go, | would 


have told vou. Lan going there to prepare a place 
for you. And i go-and prepare @ place for you, 1 
will come back and take you to be with me that you 


also may be where Lam, You know the way to the 
place where Lam going.’ 
Jesus the Way to the Father 


Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don't know 


where going, so how can we know the 
way? 

Jesus answered, “Lam the way and the trath 
ind the lite. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. “Li you really knew me, you would 
know! my Father as well, From now on, you do 


know him and have seen him,” e 
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that 
will be enough for us.” 
je Don't you know me, Philip, 
even after | have been among you such, 4 long 
tume? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Fas 
ther Hlow can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
"Don't you believe that Lam in the Father, and 
that the Father is in me? The words | say to you are 
rot just my own, Rather, itis the Father, living in 
who is doing his work. !!Believe me when I 
ay that Lam in the Father and the Father is in me; 
or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles 
themselves. !2I tell you the truth, anyone who has 
faith in me will do what | have been doing. He will 
do even greater things than these, because | am 
yoing to the Father, And I will do whatever you 
isk in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to 
the Father. 4You may ask me for anything in my 
vame, and I will do it 


* answered, 


Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 


IS“If you love me, you will obey what 1 com- 
mand. !And I willask the Father, and he will give 
you another Counselor to be with you forever— 
"the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. But 
you knew him, for he lives with you and will bee 
in you, !81 will not leave you as orphans; | will 
come to you. !°Before long, the world will not see 
me anymore, but you will see me. Because | live, 
you also will live. 20On that day you will realize 
that lam in my Father, and youare in me, andl am 

in you. 2!Whoever has my commands and obeys 
them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves 
me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love 
him and show myself to him.”” 
2Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, 
Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us 
and not to the world?” 
2Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will 
obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and 
we will come to him and make our home with him. 
24He who does not love me will not obey my teach- 
1 Or You trust in God ' 
42 The Greek for prurtes also means cleans 


+ fe 


Some early manuscripts If you really have known me, you will know 


all 


ing. These words you hear are not my awn, Avey 
PAL a {have spoken while ail with ot 
ALL chien L have epoken wh 
JoBut the Counselor, the Holy » hom ma 
Vather will send in my name, will taaeh you all 
things and will remind you of everything t pas 
said to you. 2?Peace | leave with yous peer 
jive you, Ede not give to you ae the world gives, 
Do not let your hearty be troubled and do not be 
afraid, 
v'You heard me ba ‘Lam going away and Lam 
coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would 
bu plad that lam going to the Father, for thet 
ip greater than LL have told you now before 
nrpenk, so that when it does happen you will 
leve, ML will not speak with you much longer, 
for the prince of this yer te coming. He hae no 
hold on me, “but the world mupt learn that I love 
the Father and that do exaetly what my Father has 
commanded me, 7 ve 
“Come now; let us leave, : hee 


The Vine and the Branches # 


15 “1 am the true vine, and my Father is the 
gardener, 2He cuts off every branch in me 
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes? so that it will be even more 
fruitful. 9You are already clean because of the 
word | have spoken to you. “Remain in me, and | 
will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by 
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you 
bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

5T am the vine; you are the branches. If a man 
remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing, lf anyone does — 
not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown 
away and withers; such branchés are picked up, 
thrown into the fire and burned, 7If you remain in 
me and my words remain in’you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my 
Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples. 

9’ As the Father has loved me, so have | loved 
you. Now remain in my love. !lf you obey my 
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I 
have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain 
in his love. 1 have told you this so that my joy 
may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 
!2My command is this: Love each other as | have 


15:1 Jesus as the Vine 

Old Testament prophets referred to the Israelites 
as the “vine of God.” But as Jesus often pointed 
out, the Jews had failed to bear fruit. Here he 
claims the image for himself, “I am the vine.” 

John frequently records Jesus’ use of the words J 
am: ‘1 am the bread of life,” “1 am the way, the 
truth and the life.” The phrase stood out sharply to 
Jewish leaders, because God had been known as 
the great I am to the Jews (Exodus 3:14). Jewish 
unbelievers, recognizing that Jesus was claiming to 
be God, reacted with shock and outrage. 


“17 Some early manuscripts and is 


JOHN 15:13 

loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that 
he lay down his life for his frends. 4#You are my 
fmends if you do what | command. ©I no longer 
call you servants, because a servant does not know 


ther I have made known fo you. *You did not 
choose me, but I chose you.and appointed you to 
go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the 
Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 
This ts my command: Love each other. 


The World Hates the Disciples 
18“Tf the world hates you, keep in mind that it 


hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it » 


would love you as its own. As it is, you do not 
belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of 
the world. That is why the world hates you. 
Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant 
is greater than his master.” If they persecuted me, 
they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my 
teaching, they will obey yours also..2!They will 
treat you this way because of my name, for they do 
not know the One who sent me. If [had not come 
and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of 


He who hates me hates my Father as well. 


is written in their Law: They hated me without 
reason. ? 
26When the Counselor comes, whom I will 
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth 
who goes out from the Father, he will testify about 
me. 77And you also must testify, for you have been 
with me from the beginning. 
1 6 “All this I have told you so that you will not 
go astray. 2They will put you out of the 
synagogue; in fact, a time is coming when anyone 
who kills you will think he is offering a service to 
God. 3They will do such things because they have 
not known the Father or me. 41 have told you this, 
so that when the time comes you will remember 
that | warned you. I did not tell you this at first 
because | was with you. 


The Work of the Holy Spirit 


>“Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none 
of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ *Because I 
have said these things, you are filled with grief. 
7But | tell you the truth: It is for your good that lam 
going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will 
not come to you; but if | go, I will send him to you. 
5When he comes, he will convict the world of 
guilt’ in regard to sin and righteousness and judg- 
ment: %in regard to sin, because men do not believe 
in me; '“in regard to righteousness, because I am 
going to the Father, where you can see me no 
longer; ‘!and in regard to judgment, because the 
prince of this world now stands condemned. 
124 have much more to say to you, more than 


#20 John 13:16 25 Psalms 35:19; 69:4 


‘8 Or will expose the guilt of the world 


you com 
truth, comes, 
will not spea 

hears, 


longs fo 
pags 


Wap ie somo 
“What does he mean 

you will see me no 

while you will see 
the Father’? !8Th 
mean by alittle while? 
this, so he said to 
you will see me 


rejoice, t 
pieatindaisag ache 
you the tru A ; 
you ask in say Heat, 24Until 
asked for 
receive, and your 
"Though I have b 
time is coming when 
of language but will tell 
ther. 26In that day you wil 
not saying that I will ask the 
No, the Father himself loves 
have loved me and have believed 
God. 241 came from the Father 
world; now Lam leaving the 
to the Father,” i 
2’Then "jesus’ s saic 
speaking clearly and without 
Now we can see that you kno 
that you do not even ne 
questions. This makes 
from God.” 
31”"You believe at last!’"4 
a time is coming, and has co 
scattered, each to his own he 
all alone. Yet I am not alo 
me. 
33'T have told 3 
you may have 
trouble. But 
world.” 


“6 Greek your name; also in verse 26 


Jesus Prays for Himself 


heaven and prayed: 
up, : » has e. Glo our 
Father, the time Seay aa gees 
granted him authority over all people that he 
might give eternal life to all those you have 
given him, ‘Now this is eternal life: that they 
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent. I have brought 
you glory on earth by completing the work 
you gave me to do. SAnd now, Father, glority 
me in your presence with the glory Thad with 
vou before the world began. 
Jesus Prays for His Disciples 
"| have revealed you# to those whom you 
gave me out of the world. They were yours; 
you gave them to me and they have obeyed 
your word. 7Now they know that everything 
you have given me comes from you. 8For I 
gave them the words you gave me and they 
od them. They knew with certainty that 
Icame from you, and they believed that you 
sent me. %l pray for them, | am not praying for 
the world, but for those you have given me, 
for they are yours. !0All] have is yours, and all 
you have is mine. And glory has come to me 
through them. !I will remain in the world no 
jonger, but they are still in the world, and lam 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by 
the power of your name—the name you gave 
me—so that they may be one as we are one, 
12While I was with them, I protected them and 
kept them safe by that name you gave me. 
None has been lost except the one doomed to 
destruction so that Scripture would be ful- 
filled 
13T am coming to*you now, but I say these 
things while | am still in the world, so that 
they may have the full measure of my joy 
within them. l4I have given them your word 
and the world has hated them, for they are not 
of the world any more than | am of the world. 
ISMy prayer is not that you take them out of 
the world but that you protect them from the 
evil one. 16They are not of the world, even asI 
im not of it. 17Sanctify’ them by the truth; 
your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the 
world, I have sent them into the world. !9For 
them | sanctify myself, that they too may be 
truly sanctified 


17 After Jesus said this, he looked toward 


Son, that your Son ma 


Jesus Prays for All Believers 


20My prayer is not for them alone. | pray 
also for those who will believe in me through 
their message, 2!that all of them may be one, 
Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. 
May they also be in us so that the world ‘may 
believe that you have sent me. 22 have given 
them the glory that you gave me, that they 
may be one as we are one: 251 in them and you 
in me. May they be brought to complete unity 
to let the world know that you sent me and 


have for me may be in them and that I myself 
may be in them.” aeaae > 
Jesus Arrested 


When he had finished praying, iN 
1 with his disciples and crossed the Kidron 


- 


i 


because Jesus had often met there with his disci- 
ples. 3So Judas came to the grove, guiding a de~ 
tachment of soldiers and some officials from the 
chief priests and Pharisees. They were carrying: 


torches, lanterns and weapons. ed i. ‘ % 
4Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to e 
him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you #7 
want?” i 
5“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. 4 


“Lamhe,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was _ * 
standing there with them.) 6When Jesus said, “1 “ 
am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 

7Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?” 

And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 

81 told you that I am he,” Jesus answered. “If 
you are looking for me, then let these a 4 
9This happened so that the words he had | . 
would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of 
gave me.© at 

l0Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it 
and struck the high priest's servant, cutting off his 
right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) 

jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword 
away! Shall | not drink the cup the Father has 
given me?” 


Jesus Taken to Annas 


12Then the detachment of soldiers with its com- __ 
mander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. - 
They bound him and brought him first to Annas, 
who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high 
priest that year. '(Caiaphas was the one who had 
advised the Jews that it would be good if one man 
died for the people. 


Peter's First Denial i 
'5Simon Peter and another disciple were follow- 


to all believers who would follow, 


“17 Greek hagiar> (set apart for sacred use or make holy); also in verse 19 <9 John 6:39 


JOHN 18:16 928 


ing Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the 
high priest, he went with Jesus into the high 
priest's courtyard, but Peter had to wait outside 
at the door. The other disciple, who was known to 
the high priest, came back, spoke to the girl on 
duty there and brought Peter in. 

'7”You are not one of his disciples, are you?” the 
girl at the door asked Peter. 

He replied, “I am not.” 

‘Slt was cold, and the servants and officials 
stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. 
Peter also was standing with them, warming him- 
self. 


The High Priest Questions Jesus 


Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus 
about his disciples and his teaching. 

20"'T have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus 
replied. ‘l always taught in Synagogues or at the 
temple, where all the Jews come together. I said 
nothing in secret. 21Why question me? Ask those 
who heard me. Surely they know what I said.” 

When Jesus said this, one of the officials near- 
by struck him in the face. “Is this the way you 
answer the high priest?’ he demanded. 

2If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, 
“testify as to what is wrong, But if I spoke the 
truth, why did you strike me?’ 24Then Annas sent 
him, still bound, to Caiaphas the high priest.« 


24 Or (Now Annas had sent hin, still bound, to\Caiaphas the high priest.) 


Peter's Second and Third ' 

25As Simon Peter stood warming | 
was asked, “You are not one of his 
you?” is : 
He denied it, saying, “1am not.” 


26One of the high priest’s servants, a relk 
the man whose ear Peter had cut off, chal 
him, “Didn't I see you with him in the 


grove?” 27Again Peter denied it, and at that mo- 
ment a rooster began to crow, 


Jesus Before Pilate f 
24Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the 
palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early 
Morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness | 
Jews did not enter the palace; they ranted 10 be a 
able to eat the Passover, So Pilate came out’ to 
them and asked, “What charges are you bringing 
against this man?” 

*"'If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we 
would not have handed him over to you,’ 

3'Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge 
him by your own law.” 

“But we have no right to execute anyone,” the 
Jews objected. 32This happened so that the words 
Jesus had spoken indicating the kind of death he 
was going to die would be fulfilled. 

Pilate then went back inside the palace, sum- 
moned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of a 
the Jews?” . . 


% 


vee 
. 


A Change of Heart and Mind 


Whatever happened to 


This is the disciple who testifies to these things and 
is true, 21324 


the “son of thunder”? “ 


who wrote them down. We know that his testimony 


he disciple John had been favored to share private moments with Jesus. As part of an inner 


circle of three, he saw Jesus transfigured, 
waited for him in the Garden of Gethsemane, 


watched him bring Jairus’s daughter back ‘to life, and 


After Jesus was arrested, John witnessed the sequence of his trials. He was the only disciple 
mentioned as being near the cross at Jesus’ death and one of the very first to learn of Christ's 


resurrection. Somehow, this process changed John. 


From Thunder to Love 


John wore an amusing nickname, “Son of Thunder,” 


and several incidents in the Gospels hint — 


that this name reflected his stormy personality. John jealously resented competition from rival 


miracle-workers (Mark 9:38), and he insisted on 
himself. Once, he wanted to call fire down from 


Somewhere in his life, the thunder clouds broke apart. Eventual 


apostle of love.” John's books—this Gospel and 
recurring emphasis on love. 


the best seat in the kingdom of heaven for 
heaven to destroy a hostile town (Luke 9:54), 

ly he got a new nickname: “the 
the letters John wrote later—are marked bya 


Naturally, the spiritual pilgrimage of John influenced his written record of Jesus’ life. His 
changed personality rnay provide a clue to his unique style of telling Jesus” story through a 


handful of poignant episodes. Perhaps these few scenes are the memories of 


Jesus that finally 


convinced John himself that Jesus was, indeed, the Son of God. 
Lite Questions: Getting to know Jesus changes a person, How have you been changed? 


ST ——————— 
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"Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did 
others talk to you about me?” 

35Am | a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was your 
people and your chief pnests who handed you 
over to me. What is it you have done?” 

%Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. 
If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my 
arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from 
another place. 

v"You are a king, then!" said Pilate. 

Jesus answered, “You are right in saying lama 
king. In fact, for this reason | was born, and for this 
I came into the world, to testify to the truth, Every- 
one on the side of truth listens to me.” 

38'What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he 
went out again to the Jews and said, “I find no 
basis for a charge against him. 3*But it is your 
custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the 
time of the Passover. Do you want me to release 
the king of the Jews'?”’ 

“They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us 
Barabbas!’’ Now Barabbas had taken part in a re- 
bellion 
Jesus Sentenced to be Crucified 
1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 
2The soldiers twisted together a crown of 
thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in 
, purple robe 3and went up to him again and 
again, saying, ‘Hail, king of the Jews!” And they 
struck him in the face. 

4Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, 

Look, i am bringing him out to you to let you 
know that | find no basis fora charge against him.” 
5When Jesus came out wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, 

Here is the man!” 

‘As soon as the chief priests and their officials 
saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” 

But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify 
him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against 


him.” 
"The Jews insisted, “We have a law, and accord- 


ing to that law he must die, because he claimed to 
be the Son of God.” 
8When Pilate heard this; he was even more 
afraid, °and he went back inside the palace. 
Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but 
Jesus gave him no answer. 10’Do you refuse to 
speak to me?” Pilate said. ‘Don’t you realize I have 
power either to free you or to crucify you?” 
lJesus answered, “You would have no power 
over me if it were not given to you from above. 
Therefore the one who handed me over to you is 
guilty of a greater sin.” 
12From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but 
the Jews kept shouting, “If you let this man go, 
you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to 
be a king opposes Caesar.” 
13When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out 
and sat down on the judge's seat at a place known 
as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gab- 
batha). /4It was the day of Preparation of Passover 
Week, about the sixth hour. 


#24 Psalm 22:18 


to 
Pilate, De ane the ieged EE 
that this man claimed to be king of the | 
Pilate anewerest Wee h 


on noe 
Sor a a, 
“Let's decide by lot who will get it." 
This happened that the scripture 
filled which said, 


So this is what the soldiers did. wel 
Near the cross of Jesus stood Was mscleeey ia 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 2+When Jesus saw his mother there, 
and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, 
he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your 
son,” 27and to the disciple, “Here is yourmother” 
From that time on, this disciple took her into his 
home. * 


The Death of Jesus 

2Later, knowing that all was now completed, 
and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus 
said, “I am thirsty.” 2A jar of wine vinegar was 
there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the 
sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it 
to Jesus’ lips. #When he had received the drink, 
Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his 
head and gave up his spirit. 

31Now it was the day of Preparation, and the- 
next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the 
Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses 
during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the ~ 
legs broken and the bodies taken down. “The sol- 
diers therefore came and broke the legs of the first 
man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then 
those of the other. But when they came to Jesus 


TORN 19:34 ' 


and foend that be was already dead, they did not 
break Ne legs. Minstead one of the soldier 
premced Jesus sade with a spear, bringing a sudden 
ow of Mood and water, SThe man who saw it has 
given testimony, and his testimony is true. He 
Kmows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so 
2 you atso may believe. SThese things hap- 
2 s that the scripture would be fulfilled: 

ris bones will be broken," Wand, as 
They will look on the one 


~ CUTS SAYS, 
they have prerced.""> 


The Burial of Jesus 


SLater, loseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the 
bow 


ot Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, 
because he feared the Jews. With Pi- 
ussion, he came and took the body 
He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the 
earher had visited Jesus at night. Nicode- 
‘At a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 
awe pounds.« #Taking Jesus’ body, the 
2 wrapped it. with the spices, in strips 
This was in accordance with Jewish burial 
s #At the place where Jesus was crucified, 
a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, 
> one had ever been laid. “Because it 
Jewish day of Preparation and since the 
was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 


The Empty Tomb 


Early on the first day of the week, while it 
till dark. Mary Magdalene went to the 
w that the stone had been removed 
entrance. 2So she came running to Simon 
© other disciple, the one Jesus loved, 
ev have taken the Lord out of the 
and we don’t know where they have put 


i the other disciple started for the 
© running, but the other disciple 
eached the tomb first. 5He bent 
n at the strips of linen lying there 
* go in. *Then Simon Peter, who was 
rived and went into the tomb. He 
s of linen lying there, 7as well as the 
hat had been around Jesus’ head. The 
folded up by itself, separate from the 
lly the other disciple, who had reached 
also went inside. He saw and be- 
still did not understand from Scrip- 
sus had to rise from the dead.) 


19:31 Speeding up Death 

Soldiers broke the bones of crucified men to speed 
up their dying, here so the bodies could be 
removed before the holy day that followed. Jesus 
had already died, so his bones were left intact. This 
fulfilled Old Testament promises that the Messiah’s 
bones would not be broken and that his side would 
be pierced with a spear (Exodus 12:46; Zechariah 
12:10). 


there, but she did not realize # 


18"Woman,” he said, “why are you ct 
is it you are looking for?” 
Thinking he was the 
you have carried him away, 
have put him, and I will get hims"" 
Jdjesus said to her, “Mary.” 
She turned tourer hie che eee eee 
ic, “Rabboni!”’ (which means Teacher), 
Wesus said, “Do not hold on to m 


that nahad said these things to her, 


Jesus Appears to His Dieaigiests 
\9On the evening of that first day of the: i 

when the disciples were together, with the doors. 

locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

among them and said, “Peace be with 

ter he said this, he showed them his: 

side. The disciples were overjoyed peti eet mv 


the Lord. +. bepeier- 
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be As the | 
Father has sent me, lam sending you.’ id with: ; 


that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. Sf you forgive anyone his sins, ey & 


are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, th < 
not forgiven.” 2 a af 
con si 
Jesus AppearstoThomas 
24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the — 4 


Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus 
came. So thercthendiscipies tote Mania hates a 
seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “UnlessIsee'thenail marks _ 
in his hands and put my finger where the nails. 
were, and put my hand into his side, 1 will not 
believe it.” 

26 week later his disciples were in the house 
again, and Thomas was with them. Though the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27Then he — 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put 
side. Stop doubting and believe.” Wik 

2Thomas said to him, a 

25Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you 
me, you have believed; blessed are t! 0 
not seen and yet have believed.” 

Jesus did many other miracu 


«39 Greek 4 hundred litrat (about 4 
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presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in 
this book. ‘'But these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name. 


Jesus and the Miraculous Catch of Fish 


21 ples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It happened 
this way: 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), 
Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebe- 
dee, and two other disciples were together. 3"I'm 
going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and 
they said, “We'll go with you." So they went out 
and got into the boat, but that night they caught 
nothing 
4Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, 
but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 
5He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you 
any fish? 
‘No,” they answered, 
He said, ‘Throw your net on, the right side of 
the boat and you will find some.” When they did, 
they were unable to haul the net in)because of the 
large number of fish 
“Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to 
Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’’ As soon as Simon Peter 
heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped ‘his 
outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) 
ind jumped into the water. 8The other disciples 
followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for 
they were not far from shore, about a hundred 
yards.© 3When they landed, they saw a fire of 
burning coals there with fish on it, and some 
bread. 
10Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish you 
have just caught.” 
11Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the 
net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even 
with so many the net was not torn, !2Jesus said to 
them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the 
disciples dared ask him, ‘“‘Who are you?” They 
knew it was the Lord. 3Jesus came, took the bread 
and gave it to them, and did the same with the 
fish. 4This was now the third time Jesus appeared 
to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 


Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disci- 


Jesus Reinstates Peter 


15When they had finished eating, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you truly 
love me more than these?” 
Lord,” he said, 


Yes, ‘you know that I love 


you.’ 


431 Some manuscripts may continue to *1 That is, Sea of Galilee 


JOHN 21:25 


Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 

1Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you 
truly love me?” 4 4 

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that Hove | 
you.” 

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 

\7The third time he said to him, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me?” % 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the 
third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you 
know all things; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep. 181 tell you the 
truth, when you were younger you dressed your- 
self and went where you wanted; but when you 
are old you will stretch out your hands, and some- 
one else will dress you and lead you where you do 
not want to go.’ 1%Jesus said this to indicate the 
kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. 
Then he said to him, “Follow me!” ’ 

20Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom ~ 
Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one 
who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper 
and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”’) 
21When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what 
about him?” 

2Jesus answered, “If want him to remain alive 
until I return, what is that to you? You must follow 
me.” Because of this, the rumor spread among, 
the brothers that this disciple would not die. But 
Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only 
said, ‘If | want him to remain alive until [ return, 
what is that to you?” 

24This is the disciple who testifies to these things 
and who wrote them down, We know that his 
testimony is true. 

25Jesus did many other things as well. If every 
one of them were written down, | suppose that 
even the whole world would not have room for the 
books that would be written. 


21:15 Special Treatment for 
Peter "me 

John ends his book with a moving scene in which 
Jesus spoke to Peter and “the disciple whom Jesus 
loved,” presumably John himself. Jesus asked Peter 
the same question three times, a painful reminder 
of Peter’s three denials of him. But this 
reinstatement helped embolden Peter to become 
one of the early church’s most fearless spokesmen. 


«B Greek about two hundred cubits (about 90 meters) 


ACTS 


INTRODUCTIO 


The Linking Book 


Imagine a Bible without the book of Acts 


“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses.” 


1:8 

he New Testament divides neatly into two nearly equal sections. The first consists of four 

Gospels that tell about Jesus’ lite on earth, The second section, beginning with Romans, ‘4 
concerns churches that sprang up after Jesus left. In between stands the book of Acts. med 

The best way to appreciate Acts is to imagine a Bible without it. You have just read the life of 
Jesus, underscored by four different authors, and you turn to Romans: “Paul, a servant of Christ 
Jesus ... to all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints.” Rome? How did the story 
get there from Jerusalem? 

Next you'd find two books, also from Paul (who's he?), addressed to “the church of God in 
Corinth.” Another book follows, written to the church in Galatia, then one to Ephesus, and so on 
with more letters to other exotic locales. Obviously, something is missing. Without Acts, the New 
Testament leaps from an orderly history of one man, Jesus, to a collection of unexplained personal 


correspondence. 


A Plan Revealed by Jesus 
book gives a transition from the life of Christ to the 


With Acts everything fits into place. This 
new church. It introduces Paul, and explains how a minority religion crossed the sea to Rome, the 
capital of the Empire. A reader of Acts visits key cities sprinkled around the Mediterranean, meets 


the principal leaders of the new movement, and gets a strong scent of the problems that will 


occupy Paul's letters. 
had written the third Gospel as an account of “all that Jesus began to do and 


Luke, a physician, 
to teach” (Acts 1:1). The book of Acts resumes the story, hinting that this history, too, will show 
Jesus at work, but in a quite different form. “| will build my church,” Jesus had promised 


(Matthew 16:18), and Acts graphically shows how that process began. 

Jesus himself had laid out the ie in his last recorded words on earth: “You will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (1:8). Acts 
faithfully follows that outline: the first seven chapters show the church in Jerusalem, the next five 
focus on Judea and Samaria, and the rest of the book follows the spread of the gospel to the 


outposts of Roman civilization. 


Boisterous Beginnings 

The book opens in Jerusalem, during 
milling about the city when suddenly a g! 
streets with a bold new style, and 3,000 joined up on the first day alone. 
boisterous scene, Luke spins a historicakadventure tale. 

Due to Luke’s writing skill, Acts reads like a novel, skipping from one exhilarating scene to the 
next, Wherever the apostles went, action swirled, riots erupted, and a small church took root. In 
an era when new religions were spreading quickly, the Christian faith became a worldwide 


phenomenon. Acts tells how. 


the Pentecost holiday. Over a million pilgrims were 
roup of 120 believers came alive. Jesus’ followers hit the 
Starting with that 


How to Read Acts 
Acts reads like well-written history. It follows a logical plan, includes fascinating details, and 
focuses on the most dramatic events, In that sense, it is self-explanatory. 
Acts features Paul, 


The first twelve chapters concentrate mainly on the apostle Peter, The rest of 
and the book explains how he became accepted as the first and foremost Christian missionary. 


Paul made three extensive trips in Acts, then a 


on Paul's missi rneys at the back of this Bible), 
Acts rec Oe eal ly Aistary of relations between the church and the Roman 


933 
final voyage in chains to Rome (see the two maps: 


ire. It also. 


ives important background information on.such cities as Corinth, Ephesus, and Philippi—cities 


Baul later wrote letters to, The material in Acts will help you understand what Paul is writin, 


in 1 and 2 Corinthians, Ephesians, Philippians, a 


Acts also summarizes 18 different speeches by Paul, Peter, and a few others. These speeches 
make a fascinating study in themselves: the apostles were beginning to interpret the facts 
life in light of their spiritual significance, As you read them, note how the speakers chose 
words and content with the audience in mind, and then note audience reaction. 


PLANS FOR READING ACTS 
PLAN 1: An Overview of Acts in 9 Days 
L) Day 1, Read the Introduction to 
appearance to the disciples. 


ind the other letters. 
of yest 


4 


Acts, and then Acts 1, which describes Jesus’ last — 


(] Day 2. Read about the remarkable events of Pentecost in chapter 2. 
Day 3. Chapter 5 gives a glimpse of life in the early Christian church—some good 
arts and also a tragic scene of failure. 
C) Day 4. Read Acts 9 to learn the details of Saul’s conversion. 


{) Day 5. Chapter 16 tells of Paul’s 
produced one of Paul's fayorite 


dramatic experiences in Philippi, a city that 
churches. 


(| Day 6. Chapter 17 shows Paul on some of the most difficult assignments of his 


missionary journeys, 


) Day 7. Read chapter 26, Paul's recounting of his personal story to a king. 


| Day 8. Read chapter 27, which tells of Paul's shi 


Day 9. Read chapter 28, which di 
Rome, where he probably wrote 
PLAN 2: All of Acts in 28 Days 
O10203040506070 
0170 80190 2000210 


ipyrecs on the way to Rome. 
lescribes Paul's last setting, under house arrest in 
some of his New Testament letters. 
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Jesus Taken Up Into Heaven 
In my fo: mer book, Theophilus, I wrote about 
all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2until the 
day he was taken up to heaven, after giving in- 
structions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he showed 
himself to these men and gave many convincing 
proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over 
a period of forty days and spoke about the king- 
dom of God. 4On one occasion, while he was eat- 
ing with them, he gave them this command: “Do 
not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about. 
5For John baptized with water, but in a few days 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
6So when they mei together, they asked him, 
“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?’ 
7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the 
times or dates the Father has set by his own au- 
thority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.” 


*5 Orin 12 That is, about 3/4 mile (about 1,100 meters) 


°After he said this, he was taken up before 
thels very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 
sight. . 
l0They were looking intently up into the sky as 
he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 
white stood beside them. 11"Men of Galilee,” they 
said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? 
This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have 
seen him go into heaven.” 


Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas 


12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill 
called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk? 
from the city. 3When they arrived, they went up- 
stairs to the room where they were staying. Those 
present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; 
James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and 
Judas son of James. |4They all joined together con- 
stantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

15In those days Peter stood up among the be- 
lievers¢ (a group numbering about a hundred and 


15 Greek brothers 


ACTS 1:16 


twenty) land said, “Brothers, the Seripture had to 
be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago 
through the mouth of David concerning Judas, 
who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus 

he was one of our number and shared in this 
ministry.” 

is(With the reward he got for his wickedness, 
Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his 
body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 
Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they 
called that field in their language Akeldama, that 
Id of Blood.) 
20'For,” said Peter, “it is written in the book of 
Psalms, 


“May his place be deserted; 
let there be no one to dwell in it, 


and, 


“May another take his place of leadership,’ 


21Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the 
men who have been with us the whole time the 
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, “beginning 
from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was 
taken up from us, For one of these must become a 
witness with us of his resurrection,” 

2380 they proposed two men: Joseph called Bar- 
sabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. 
“Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone's 
heart. Show us which of these two you have cho- 
sen 25to take over this apostolic ministry, which 
Judas left to go where he belongs.” 2Then they 
cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was 
added to the eleven apostles. 


The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost 


When the day of Pentecost came, they were all 
together in one place. Suddenly a sound like 

the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven 
and filled the whole house where they were sit- 
ting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire 
that separated and came to rest on each of them. 
4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
enabled them. 

5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fear- 
ing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6When 
they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one heard them 
speaking in his own language. 7Utterly amazed, 
they asked: “Are not all these men who are speak- 
ing Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears 
them in his own native language? %Parthians, 
Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
l0Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome !(both 
Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs 
—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in 
our own tongues!” 12Amazed and perplexed, they 
asked one another, “What does this mean?” 
920 Psalm 69:25 20 Psalm 109:8 


of those not having the law (that is, Gentiles) 
(Hebrew) both mean “the Anointed One’; also in verse 36. 


4 Or languages; also in verse 11 
228 Psalm 16:6-11 


“Some, 
“They have 


a tae 
Then Peter stood the EI 
his voice and po isoors (yk “Fel 

and all of you who live 


17 In the last days, God says, 
1 will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will Qe 
your young men will see visions, 
your old men will dream dreams. 
I8Even on my servants, both men 
1 will pour out my Spirit in those 
and they will prophesy, 
191 will show wonders in the heaven a 


20The sun will be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood 
before the coming of the great and 
day of the Lord. 
21And everyone who calls } 
on the name of the Lord will be saved.’+ 


22’"Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth 

was a man accredited by God to you by Be ° 
wonders and signs, which God did among you 
through him, as you yourselves know. ?This man 
was handed over to you by God's set purpose and 
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked 
men, put him to death by nailing him to the — 
cross. 24But God raised him from the dead, freeing 
him from the agony of death, because it was ¥ 
possible for death to keep its hold on him. David — 
said about him: ; q 


ttt 


i . 
“ ‘I saw the Lord always beforeme. = 
Because he is at my right hand, re 4- 
I will not be shaken. we 
26Therefore my heart is glad and my ef: 
rejoices; f oe at 


my body also will live in hope, e 
27because you will not abandon me to the grave, 
nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 

28You have made known to me the paths of 
you will fill me with joy in your presence,” 


20Brothers, | can tell you that the 
patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb _ 
is here to this day. But he was a prophet and 
knew that God had promised him on oath that he 
would place one of his idants on his throne. 
31Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrec- 
tion of the Christ, that he was not \ 
the grave, nor did his body see decay. %God 
life, and we are all witn 


received from the Father the promised H 


413 Or sweet wine 21 Joel 228-32 
431 Or Messiah. “The Christ” (Greek) and “the | 


aicl 
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and has poured out what you now see and hear. 

“For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he 

said. 

“The Lord said to my Lord: 

“Sit at my right hand 

‘until | make your enemies 

@ footstool for your feet.” “@ 

‘Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God 
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 
Lord and Christ.” 

When the people heard this, they were cut to 
the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 

Brothers, what shall we do?” 

‘Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the 
giftot the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and 
your children and for all who are far off—for all 
whom the Lord our God will call.” 

“With many other words he warned them; and 
he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation.” 4!1Those who accepted his 
message were baptized, and about three thousand 
were added to their number that day 


The Fellowship of the Believers 


“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. #Everyone was filled with 
awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs 
were done by the apostles. #All the believers were 
together and had everything in common. “Selling 
their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone 
as he had need. 4Every day they continued to 
meet together in the temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and_ate together with glad 
and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added 
to their number daily those who were being 
Saved 


Peter Heals the Crippled Beggar 


One day Peter and John were going up to the 
3 temple at the time of prayer—at three in the 
afternoon, 2Now a man crippled from birth was 
being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, 
where he was put every day to beg from those 
going into the temple courts. 3When he saw Peter 
and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 
‘Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then 
Peter said, “Look at us!” 5So the man gave them 
his attention, expecting to get something from 
them 
Then Peter said, ‘Silver or gold I do not have, 
but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, walk.’ 7Taking him by the 
right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the 
man’s feet and ankles became strong. 8He jumped 
to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with 
them into the temple courts, walking and jump- 
ing, and praising God. °When all the people saw 


#35 Psalm 1101 "18 Or Messiah; also in verse 20 


23 Deut, 18:15,18,19 


ACTS 3:26 
him walking and praising God, Wthey recognized 
him as the same man who uged to sit begging at 
the temple gate called Beautiful, and they 
filled with wonder and amazement at what 
happened to him. meee: 


Peter Speaks tothe Onlookers 


‘While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all 
the people were astonished and cai 


‘ 
me running to” 
them in the place called Solomon's Choma +3 
12When Peter saw this, he said to them: 4 


Israel, why does this surprise you? Why do you. 
stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we 
had made this man walk? 3The God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has a 
fied his servant You handed him over to be 
killed, and you him before Pilate, 
though he had decided to let him go. '4You dis- 
owned the Holy and Righteous One and asked 
that a murderer be released to you, 15You killed the 
author of life, but God raised him from the dead, 
We are witnesses of this. !6By faith in the name of 
Jesus; this man whom you see and know was _ 
made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that 
comes through him that has given this complete 
healing to him, as you can all see. 

17"Now, brothers, | know that you acted in ig- 
norance, as did your leaders. 18But this is how God 
fulfilled what he had foretold through all the 
prophets, saying that his Christ’ would suffer, 
19Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins 
may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may 
come from the Lord, and that he may send the 
Christ, who has been appointed for 
Jesus. 21He must remain in heaven until the time 
comes for God to restore everything, as he prom- 
ised long ago through his holy prophets. 22For 
Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for 
you a prophet like me from among your own 
people; you must listen to everything he tells you. 
Anyone who does not listen to him will be com- 
pletely cut off from among his people.’« 

24"Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as 
many as have spoken, have foretold these 
*5And you are heirs of the prophets and of the 
covenant God made with your fathers. He said to 
Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on 
earth will be blessed.’d 26When God raised up his 
servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by 
turning each of you from your wicked ways.” 


3:12 Knowing the Audience 


Peter’s speeches in chapters 2 and 3 offer excellent 
examples of adapting the gospel message to a 
Particular audience. Preaching to Jews in 
Jerusalem to celebrate) Restos oes he 
on quotations from the Old Testament. Although 
his main intent was to introduce Jesus to them, he 
referred to Joel, David, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Moses, and Samuel. His words proved so effective 
that 3,000 
Jewish le. 


soon arrested Peter and John. _ 


425 Gen. 22:18; 264 


were converted the first day. 


. 


ACTS 4:1 906 
Peter and John Before the Sanhedrin 


The priests and the captain of the temple guard 


and the Sadducees came up to Peter and Jobe 
John, and because it 


. jail until the next day. 
a1 Alarmed Sadducees Weuaie balleved, are 
The relij roup called Pharisees opposed Jesus about five thousand. 

most str sly while he was on earth, But SThe next day the rw 
reports of his resurrection from the dead expecially the law met in Jerusalem, 
alarmed the Sadducees, a party of priests ke was there, and so Were Caiaphan, 
denied there would ever be a resurrection from the andthe other mer 00 


dead (see also 5:17 and 23:6-8), 7They had Peter and John 


More than a Ghost 
The best proof that Jesus is alive 


You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this.”3:15 _ 
“He looks as if he’s seen a aheatt What ariage comes to mind when you hear that? A face 
f t 


drained of blood, a trembling jaw, pasty skin and thin lips, a look of terror. : ~ 
Seeing a ghost doesn't make a person stronger and more confident, The witness is usually 7 
reluctant to talk about the experience. Self-doubt attacks in waves: Was it real? Maybe | was 1s 


hallucinating...it was so dark and eerie. . 


A Convincing Change ~~ al 
When Jesus showed up after his death, his disciples went through a did-we-see-a-ghost? phase, 
complete with terror, disbelief, and wild rumors. But it didn’t last long. In 40 days Jesus made 
enough undeniable appearances to convince each of his disciples—even skeptical Thomas—that 
he had indeed overthrown death. 
As Acts shows, the disciples began acting the opposite ot recee who think they've seen a 
ghost. Rather, they acted like people who had just witnessed the most astounding event in all 
Fistor They couldn't wait to tell the world about it. 
Extberance, not fear, lit up the disciples’ faces. In the streets of Jerusalem and in the temple, to 
anyone who would listen, they cried out the news that couldn't be true, but was. “Jesus is 
The man who died has come back—he’s the Messiah we've been waiting for!” © le 
If you're ever tempted to doubt Jesus’ resurrection, take a sober look at his changed followers 
in Acts, Consider Peter, for instance. He had cowered in the shadows at the trial scene, trying to 
look inconspicuous. Out of fear of arrest, he had even cursed and denied knowing Jesus. Could 
this be the same man, standing before the most distinguished religious leaders in the land, 
blasting them as murderers (chapter 3)? Something ignited Peter that would not easily be snuffed 


out 


Response to a New Message 

When Jesus was on earth he mostly preached “the kingdom,” sometimes even warning his 
followers not to mention he was the Messiah. In Acts, the word is out. Jesus is the theme of every 
speech, whether delivered in the temple square or in the luxurious setting of a royal palace, to 
working-class pagans or cultured Greek philosophers. Reports of his resurrection resound 


throughout Acts > 
To those who heard, the message sounded like the first note of music to people born deaf. Five 


thousand men believed (4:4), as did many priests (6:7) and many thousands of (21:20), The 
scanty band of followers Jesus had left behind was soon organizing and electing officers to handle 
the needs of a growing church 3 
Acts follows the core of leaders from place to place, as a remarkable drama unfolds. A few men, 
mostly unlearned, were setting into motion a worldwide outreach that would ultimately reshape 
civilization. A revolution was underway, but not one with weapons. This one was powered by th 
work of God in simple men who had seen a miracle. As Peter said, “We cannot help speaking ~ 
about what we have seen and heard” (4:20), 2 4 


Lite Questions: The disciples led mass movements to Christ, What made them such effective 
. ‘' + 


men? 


! 
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and began to question them: “By what power or 
what name did you do this?” * . 
&Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to 
them: “Rulers and elders of the people! %lf we are 
being called to account today for an act of kindness 
shown to a cripple and are asked how he was 
healed, \0then know this, you and all the people of 
Israel. [tis by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 


whom you crucified but whom God raised from 
the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 
‘He is 


“ “the stone you builders rejected, 
which has become the capstone." 
!2Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given to men by which 
we must be saved.”” 

\3When they saw the courage of Peter and John 
and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary 
men, they were astonished and they took note that 
these men had been with Jesus, “But since they 
could see the man who had been healed standing 
there with them, there was nothing they could 
say. '5So they ordered them to withdraw from the 
Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 16’What 
are we going to do with these men?” they asked. 

Everybody living in Jerusalem knows they have 
done an outstanding miracle, and we cannot deny 
it. !’But to stop this thing from spreading any fur- 
ther among the people, we must warn these men 
to speak no longer to anyone in this name.” 

8Then they called them in again and com- 
manded them not to speak or teach at all in the 
name of Jesus. !%But Peter and John replied, 
“Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s 
sight to obey you rather than God. 20For we cannot 
help speaking about what we have seen and 
heard.” 

21After further threats they let them go. They 

could not decide how to punish them, because all 
the people were praising God for what had hap- 
pened. 2For the man who was miraculously 
healed was over forty years old. 


The Believers’ Prayer 


23On their release, Peter and John went back to 
their own people and reported all that the chief 
priests and elders had said to them, 24When they 
heard this, they raised their voices together in 
prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you 
made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and 
everything in them. 25You spoke by the Holy Spirit 
through the mouth of your servant, our father 
David: 


‘Why do the nations rage 
and the peoples plot in vain? 
26The kings of the earth take their stand 
and the rulers gather together 
against the Lord 
and against his Anointed One.¢’4 


27Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together 


with the Gentiles and the people¢ of Israel in this 
city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, 


#1) Or cornerstone 11 Psalm 118:22 


‘26 That is, Christ or Messiah 


whom you anointed. They it 
and will had decided beforehand shou 
29Now, Lord," consider their threats and enable. 
your servants to speak your word with great bold- 
ness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perform _ 
miraculous signs and wonders through the s 
of your holy servant Jesus.” 

31 After they prayed, | where they were ® 
meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 


The Believers Share Their Possessions 


32All the believers were one in heart and mind. 
No one claimed that any Of his possessions was his 
‘own, but they shared everything they had. 33With “ 
great power the apostles continued to testifytothe = 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace 
was upon themall, 4There were no needy persons 
among them. For from time to time those who 
owned lands or houses sold them, brought the 
money from the sales and put it at the apostles’. 
feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he ‘ 
need. " ( 4 
4sJoseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apos- 
tles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encour- —* 
agement), 7sold a field he owned and brought the 
money and put it at the apostles’ feet. 
Ananias and Sapphira : a ‘c.f 

Now a man named Ananias, together with his. 
wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of pro y 

iWith his wife's full knowledge he kept back part 
of the money for himself, but brought the rest and. 
put it at the apostles’ feet. 

3Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan 
has so filled your heart that you have lied to the’ 
Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the 
money you received for the land? 4Didn’t it belong 
to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, 
wasn’t the money at your dis; 1? What made 
you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied 
to men but to God.” 

5When Ananias heard this, he fell down and 
died. And great fear seized all who heard what had 


happened, ‘Then the young men came forward, 
wrapped up his body, and carried him out and 
buried him. 


7About three hours later his wife came in, not 
knowing what had happened. §Peter asked her, 
“Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for 
the land?” 

“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.” 

9Peter said to her, “How could you agree to test 
the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men 
who buried your husband are at the door, and they 
will carry you out also.” 

10At that moment she fell down at his feet and 
died. Then the young men came in and, finding 
her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her 
husband. Great fear seized the whole church 
all who heard about these events. b 


The Apostles Heal Many 


12The apostles performed many miraculous 
signs and wonders among the people. And all the 


426 Psalm 2:1,2 (27 The Greek is plural, 


ACTS 5:13 


pehevers used to meet together in Solomon's 
Colomnade ONo one else dared join them, even 
though they were highly regarded by the people. 
Ss, =m ea ee 
2 were added to their num- 
pie brought the sick into the 
beds and mats so that at 
tall on some of them as 
s»Crowds gathered also from the 
jerusalem, bringing their sick and 
w* spints, and all of them 


The Apostles Persecuted 

priest and all his associates, 
f the party of the Sadducees, 
*They arrested the apos- 
public jail. But during 
Lord opened the doors of 
out. "Go, stand in the 
“and tell the people the 
life.” 

Ted the temple courts, as 
d began to teach the people. 
miest and his associates arrived, 
 Sanhedrin—the full as- 
srael—and sent to the jail 
on arriving at the jail, the 
em there. So they went back 
We found the jail securely 
ds standing at the doors; but 
em, we found no one inside.” 
the captain of the temple 
were puzzled, wonder- 
his. 

came and said, “Look! The 
tanding in the temple 
»ple.”” 26At that, the captain 
and brought the apostles. 
because they feared that 
e them. 

apostles, they made them 
hedrin to be questioned by 
€ gave you strict orders not to 
he said. “Yet you have filled 
teaching and are determined 
#f this man’s blood.” 

d the c ther apostles replied: “We must 
van men! “The God of our fa- 
om the dead—whom you had 
anging him ona tree. 31God exalted him 
hand as Prince and Savior that he 
tance and forgiveness of sins to 
We are witnesses of these things, and sois 
y Spirit, whom God has given to those who 


said 


they heard this, they were furious and 
put them to death. 4But a Pharisee 
ali¢l, a teacher of the law, who was 
people, stood up in the Sanhe- 


y all th 


dered that the men be put outside fora 
« while *Then he addressed them: “Men of 
taei, consider carefully what you intend to do to 


these men. “Some time ago Theudas appeared, 


sere une leat "42 Or Messiah 


claiming to be somebody, and 
men rallied to him. He was killed, all 
were dispersed, and itall came to n 
hith, Judas the Galilean appeared in the 
census and led a band of people in revolt, He | 
was killed, and all his followers were | 
38Therefore, in the present case | advise you: 
these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose _ 
or activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it, 
is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; 
you will only find yourselves fighting against 
God.” 
“His speech persuaded them. They called the 4 
apostles in and had them flogged. Then they or- 
dered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and 
let them go. 

“The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing be- 
cause they had been counted worthy of suffering 
disgrace for the Name, 42Day after day, in the tem- 


ple courts and from house to house, they never - 
stopped teaching and proclaiming the ae news 3 
that Jesus is the Christ.b 4 
The Choosing of the Seven . + 

In those days when the number of disciples \ 


was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them 

complained against the Hebraic Jews because their 
widows were being overlooked in the daily distri- j 
bution of food. 250 the Twelve gathered all the 
disciples together and said, “It would not be right 
for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in q 
order to wait on tables. 3Brothers, choose seven ] 
men from among you who are known to be full of 
the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsi- 
bility over to them 4and will give our attention to 
prayer and the ministry of the word.” 

5This proposal pleased the whole . group. They 
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Par- 
menas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to 
Judaism. ‘They presented these men to the apos~ 


5:34 Paul’s Old Teacher ; 
Gamaliel was a revered rabbi in his day, a follower 
of the progressive branch of Judaism 

originated with the rabbi Hillel. Paul mentions in 
Acts (22:3) that he once studied under Gamaliel. 


6:5 A Cure for Discrimination 

Early on, the church ran into complaints from a 

neglected minority, the Hellenists. This branch of 

Jews retained many Greek customs and chose to 

speak Greek rather than Hebrew. The disciples’ 

response in creating a new church office shows 
considerable diplomacy. The names of the seven 
appointees indicate were all Grecian Jews, In 

other words, the disciples entrusted the minority 

with full authority to solve their own problems, 

The first Christian martyr, Stephen, came out of - 
that group of seven. 


~~ 
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es, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 

7So the word of God spread. The number_of 
disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a 
large number ot priests became obedient to the 
faith 


Stephen Seized 

=Now hen, a man full of God’s grace and 
power, did great wonders and miraculous signs 
among the people. 9Opposition arose, however, 
trom members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen 
as it was called}—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria 
as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia. These 
men began to argue with Stephen, "but they 
could not stand up against his wisdom or the Spirit 
by whom he spoke 

Then they secretly persuaded some men to 

say, “We have heard Stephen speak words of blas- 
gainst Moses and against God.” 
hey stirred up the people and the elders 
the teachers of the law. They seized Stephen 


and brought him beforé the Sanhedrin. !3They 
produced false witnesses, who ee hoe This fel- - 
low never Stops speaking against thi ly pl 
and against the law. 14For we have heard pe 
that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this piace 
and change the customs Moses handed down to. 
us.” 7 v 
15All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked — 
intently at Stephen, and they saw that his face was 
like the face of an angel. iat 
Stephen's Speech to the Sanhedrin 

Then the high priest asked him, “Are these 

charges true?” ‘ 

2To this he replied: ‘Brothers and fathers, listen 

to me! The God of glory appeared to our father 
Abraham while he was still in Mesopotamia, be- 
fore he lived in Haran. 3’Leave your country and 
your people,’ God said, ‘and go to the land | will 
show you.’@ 


4’So he left the land of the Chaldeans and set-~ ‘ 


The Secret to the Early Church 


The real power at work in Acts 


Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activit 
Bie to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against 


But if it is from God, you will not be al 
God.” 5:38-39 


portrait of an infant church. “TI 


is of human origin, it will fail. 


uthor J.B. Phillips, after spending 14 years translating the New Testament, sat back and 
reflected on his most lasting impressions. He kept returning to the book of Acts and its 
fe sick are not merely prayed al 


ut,’ said Phillips, ‘they are 


healed, often suddenly and dramatically ... Human nature is changed. The fresh air of Heaven 


blows gustily through these pages. 


The early church lived dangerously, but never before has such a handful of people exerted 


such widespread influence 
of the book is this: the thing works!” 


Who Was behind the Success? 


. To put it shortly, 


the lasting excitement which follows the reading 


Why did it work? Acts points decisively to the power of God, {hroda his Holy Spirit. Luke 


arefully notes that every major decision of the young church was ma 


le under his guidance. 


indeed, some have suggested Acts should really be titled Acts of the Holy Spirit because of his 
dominant role. Luke mentions the Holy Spirit 57 times in Acts. 

The disciples waited on the Spirit in Jerusalem before beginning to preach (2:4). According to 
Luke, the Holy Spirit fell on each new group of believers: on Jews (4:31), then on Samaritans 
6:17), then Gentiles (10:44), and finally John the Baptist’s disciples (19:6). 


For Their Good 


As the church grew, the disciples gradually began to understand what Jesus had meant when he 


said, “It is for your good that | am going away. Unless | go away, the Counselor will not come to 
you; but if | go, | will send him to you” (John 16:7). Although Jesus himself departed, God 
ides 


became present in each one of them, making his activity in the world more wi 


before 


The Spirit personally directed each major advance of the church. He sent Phili 


spread than ever 
into the desert 


to meet an Ethiopian (8:29), set apart missionaries in Antioch (13:2), guided the first big church 


council (15:1-28), and helped plan Paul's itinerary (13:4; 16:6). As pr 


no vague mist but a living person, who spoke, guided in decisions, and fueled the church with 


the energy of faith 


Life Questions: How is the Holy Spirit active in your life? 


SS 


esented in Acts, the Spirit was 
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tled in Haran. After the death of his father, God 

sent him to this land where you are now living. 

5He gave him no inheritance here, not even a foot 
of ground. But God promised him that he and his 
descendants after him would possess the land, 
even though at that time Abraham had no child. 
6God spoke to him in this way: ‘Your descendants 
will be strangers in a country not their own, and 
they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred 
years. 7But | will punish the nation they serve as 
slaves,’ God said, ‘and afterward they will come 
out of that country and worship me in this place."4 
8Then he gave Abraham the covenant of cireumci- 
sion. And Abraham became the father of Isaac and 
circumcised him eight days after his birth. Later 

Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob became 

the father of the twelve patriarchs. 

9Because the patriarchs were jealous of Joseph, 
they sold him as a slave into Egypt. But God was 
with him Wand rescued him from all his troubles. 
He gave Joseph wisdom and enabled him to gain 
the goodwill of Pharaoh king of Egypt; so he made 
him ruler over Egypt and all his palace. 

Then a famine struck all Egypt and Canaan, 
bringing great suffering, and our fathers could not 
find food. !2When Jacob heard that there was grain 
in Egypt, he sent our fathers on their first visit. 
13On their second visit, Joseph told his brothers 
who he was, and Pharaoh learned about Joseph’s 
family. 14After this, Joseph sent for his father Jacob 
and his whole family, seventy-five in all. 5Then 
Jacob went down to Egypt, where he and our fa- 
thers died. 1¢Their bodies were brought back to 
Shechem and placed in the tomb that Abraham 
had bought from the sons of Hamor at Shechem 
for a certain sum of money. £ 

17’As the time drew near for God to fulfill his 

promise to Abraham, the number of our people in 
Egypt greatly increased. 18Then another king, who 
knew nothing about Joseph, became ruler of 
Egypt. 19He dealt treacherously with our people 
and oppressed our forefathers by forcing them to 
throw out their newborn babies so that they would 
die. 

20’ At that time Moses was born, and he was no 
ordinary child.’ For three months he was cared 
for in his father’s house. 2!When he was placed 
outside, Pharaoh's daughter took him and brought 
him up as her own son. 22Moses was educated in 
all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful 
in speech and action, 

23’When Moses was forty years old, he decided 
to visit his fellow Israelites. 24He saw one of them 
being mistreated by an Egyptian, so he went to his 
defense and avenged him by killing the Egyptian. 
25Moses thought that his own people would real- 
ize that God was using him to rescue them, but 
they did not. 26The next day Moses came upon two 
Israelites who were fighting. He tried to reconcile 
them by saying, ‘Men, you are brothers; why do 
you want to hurt each other?’ 

27But the man who was mistreating the other 
pushed Moses aside and said, ‘Who made you 


"7 Gen. 15:13,14 
'36 That is, Sea of Reeds 


+20 Or was fair in the sight of God 
437 Deut, 18:15 "40 Exodus 32:1 
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ruler and judge over us? 28Do you w: 
as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?’ 
Moses heard this, he fled to Midian, 
settled as a foreigner and had two sons. 

30After forty years had passed, an angel > 
peared to Moses in the flames of a burning bush in 
the desert near Mount Sinai, 31When he saw this, 
he was amazed at the sight. As he went over to 
look more closely, he heard the Lord’s voice: 321 
am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob."4 Moses trembled with fear and 
did not dare to look. : te 

3Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off your 
sandals; the place where you are standing is holy 
ground, ¥I have indeed seen the oppression of Hae 
people in Egypt. I have heard their groaning and 
have come down to set them free. Now come, 1 
will send you back to Egypt.’ 

35’This is the same Moses whom they had re- 
jected with the words, ‘Who made you ruler and 
judge?’ He was sent to be their ruler and deliverer 
by God himself, through the angel who appeared 
to him in the bush. 36He led them out of Egypt and 
did wonders and miraculous signs in Egypt, at the 
Red Sea/ and for forty years in the desert. - — 

37’This is that Moses who told the Israelites, 
‘God will send you a prophet like me from your 
own people.’s *8He was in the assembly in the 
desert, with the angel who spoke to him on Mount 
Sinai, and with our fathers; and he received living 
words to pass on to us. 

39But our fathers refused to obey him. Instead, 
they rejected him and in their hearts turned back to 
Egypt. 40They told Aaron, ‘Make us gods who will 
go before us. As for this fellow Moses who led us 
out of Egypt—we don’t know what has happened 
to him!/ 41That was the time they made an idol in 
the form of a calf. They brought sacrifices to it and 
held a celebration in honor of what their hands had 
made. 42But God turned away and gave them over 
to the worship of the heavenly bodies. This agrees 
with what is written in the book of the prophets: 


“Did you bring me sacrifices and offerings 
forty years in the desert, O house of Israel? 
4#3You have lifted up the shrine of Molech 
and the star of your god Rephan, 
the idols you made to worship. 
Therefore I will send you into exile’ beyond 
Babylon, 


7:35 Provocative Words 

Stephen directly confronted the Jewish 
establishment with this bold speech that led to his 
death. He compared their treatment of Jesus with 
earlier Jewish rejection of God’s messengers such 
as Joseph, Moses, and the prophets. He also called 
into question Jewish temple worship, claiming that 
“the Most High does not live in houses ] 
men (verse 48).” He ended the speech by calling 
them traitors and murderers, 


432 Exodus 3:6 


34 Exodus 3:5,7,8,10 
‘43 Amos 5:25-27 - we 


. 


4”Our forwtathers had the tabernacte of the Ten 
Cimanyy with them in the desert Jt had been made 
Monee, according 0 the pattern hae 
ving received the tabernacle, our 
ohiae brought it Web id es! 
t ok the land from the nations God drove ou 
fester {remained in the land until the time 
of David, “who enjoyed God's favor and b 
that he might provide a dwelling place for the God 
of Jacobs 47Hut it Was Solomon whe built the 


house for hin 
«However, the Most High dows not live in 


houses made by men, Ae the prophet wayey 
4” “Heaaen lo my throne, 
and the earth ie my footstool, 
What lund of house will you build for me? 
ways the Lord. 
Or where will my resting place be? 
~Has not my hand made all these things?” 
You otifft- necked people, with uncheumelwed 
nd ears! You are just like your fathers: You 
a vist the Moly Spirit! Was there ever a 
prophet your fathers did not persecute? They even 
killed thove who predicted the coming of the 
Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and 
murdered him— Syou who have received the law 
that was put into effect through angels but have 
not obeyed it,” 


The Stoning, of Stephen 

“When they heard this, they were furious and 
gnashed their teeth at him, But Stephen, full of 
the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand 
of God. %Look,“ he said, “I see heaven open and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God,” 

7At this they covered their ears and, yelling at 
the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 
“dragged him out of the city and began to stone 
him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at 
the feet of a young man named Saul 

wWhile they were stoning him, Stephen 
prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” “Then he 
fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold 
this sin against them.” When he had said this, he 
fell asleep 

And Saul was there, giving approval to his 

death 


The Church Persecuted and Scattered 


On that day a great persecution broke out 
against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the 
apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Sa- 
maria. 21Godly men buried Stephen and mourned 
deeply for him, *But Saul began to destroy the 
church. Going from house to house, he dragged 
off men and women and put them in prison, 


fathers under 


art 


Philip in Samaria 

‘Those who had been scattered preached the 
word wherever they went. 5Philip went down to a 
city in Samana and proclaimed the Christe there. 
When the crowds heard Philip and saw the mirac- 
ulous signs he did, they all paid close attention to 


“4% Some early manuscripts the howse of Jacob *50 \naiah 6601 ,2 


great wigne and 
When the apostles in pecarety se : 
ria had accepted the word of God, 
Peter and John to them When mee f 


the laying on of the aj 
them money Mai Va 
»o that everyone on whom I lay 
receive the Holy Spirit,” 

Peter answered: “May 
ait of God with money! 
gift of or 
share in this faerie t is not 
right before God, Repent of this wickedness and 
pray to the Lord, Perhaps he will sia yee for 
having such a thought in your heart. 2For | see 
that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.” 
“Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for 
me so that nothing you have said ma‘ 
Bee BY! wy happergte 
When they had testified and the 
word of the Lord, Peter and John returned to 
Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samari- 
tan villages. 


Philip and the Ethiopian 


2#Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go 
south to the road—the desert road—that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27S0 he started 


—— 
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out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian’ eunuch, 
an important official in charge of all the treasury of 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, This man had 
gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28and on his way. 
home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of 
Isaiah the prophet. 2°The Spirit told Philip, “Go to 
that chariot and stay near it.” 

“Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the 
man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you under- 
stand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 

‘How can I," he said, “unless someone ex- 
plains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up 
and sit with him 

The eunuch was reading this passage of Scrip- 
ture; 


“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, 
so he did not open his mouth. 

Sin his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 
Who can speak of his descendants? 
For his life was taken from the earth.’ 


“The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, 
who is the prophet talking about, himself or some- 
one else?’ 35Then Philip began with that very pas- 
sage of Scripture and told him the good news 
about Jesus. 

%As they traveled along the road, they came to 
some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is 
water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?"’e 38And he 
gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip 
and the eunuch went down into the water and 
Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took 
Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him 
again, but went on his way rejoicing. 4Philip, 
however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, 

preaching the gospel in all the towns until he 
reached Caesarea. 


Saul’s Conversion 


Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out mur- 

derous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He 
went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters 
to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found 
any there who belonged to the Way, whether men 
or women, he might take them as prisoners to 
Jerusalem. 3As he neared Damascus on his jour- 
ney, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 


UE 
9:2 Naming the New Religion 

In the early days of the church, its believers were 
given a variety of labels. Here, they are called 
members of “the Way”; elsewhere, “the brothers’ 
(9:30), “all the believers” (2:44), and “the 
Nazarene sect’ (24:5). Luke reports (11:26) that in 
the city of Antioch they were first called 
‘Christians,’ a name that stuck. Roman writers 
often used the word Christian in a derisive sense, 
reflecting the hostility that greeted the first 
believers. 


eee 


#27 That is, from the upper Nile region 433 Isaiah 53:7,8 


all your heart, you may.” The eunuch answered, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”’ 
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him, 4He fell to the ground and a 
him, “Saul, Saul, why do you \ 
5¢Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. — 
“Tam Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ 
replied. 6”Now get up and go into the city, 
you will be told what you must do.” : - 

7The men traveling with Saul stood there . 
speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 
anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when 
he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they 
led him by the hand into Damascus. 9For three 
days he was blind, and did not eat or drink any- 
thing. 

10In Damascus there was a disciple named 
Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, 
“Ananias!” 

“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 

'The Lord told him, ‘Go to the house of Judas 
on Straight Street and ask for a man from us 
named Saul, for he is praying. !2In a vision he has 
seen a man named Ananias come and place his 
hands on him to restore his sight.” 

13“Lord,”” Ananias answered, “I have heard 
many reports about this man and all the harm he 
has done to your saints in Jerusalem. 4And he has 
come here with authority from the chief priests to 
arrest all who call on your name.” zy 

'5But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is 
my chosen instrument to carry my name before the 
Gentiles and their kings and before the people of 
Israel. 161 will'show him how much he must suffer 
for my name.”” 

17Then Ananias went to the house and entered 
it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother 
Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the 
road as you were coming here—has sent me so 
that you may see again and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” 18Immediately, something like scales fell 
from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got 
up and was baptized, Wand after taking some 
food, he regained his strength. 


Saul in Damascus and Jerusalem 


Saul spent several days with the disciples in 
Damascus. 20At once he began to preach in the 
synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21All 
those who heard him were astonished and asked, 
“Isn't he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem 
among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he 
come here to take them as prisoners to the chief 
priests?’” 22Yet Saul grew more and more powerful 
and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by prov- 
ing that Jesus is the Christ.4 

23After many days had gone by, the Jews con- 
spired to kill him, 4but Saul learned of their plan, 
Day and night they kept close watch on the city 
gates in order to kill him. 25Rut his followers took 
him by night and lowered him ina basket through 
an opening in the wall. 

26When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join 
the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not 
believing that he really was a disciple. 27But Bar- 
nabas took him and brought him to the apostles. 
He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the 


°36 Some late manuscripts baptized?” ‘’Philip said, “If you believe with 
422 Or Messiah ; 
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Lord and that the Lord had spokensto him, and 
how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in 
the name of Jesus. 2850 Saul stayed with them and 
moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly 
in the name of the Lord. He talked and debated 
with the Grecian Jews, but they tried to kill him. 
WWhen the brothers learned of this, they took him 
down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus, 
Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee 
and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. It was” 
strengthened, and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, 
it grew in numbers, living in the fear of the Lord. 


Aeneas and Dorcas 

32As Peter traveled about the country, he went 
to visit the saints in Lydda. 8There he found a man 
named Aeneas, a paralytic who had been bedrid- 
den for eight years. 4”“Aeneas,” Peter said to him, 


(Greek) mean gazelle. 


36 Both Tabitha (Aramaic) and Dori 


“Jesus Christ heals you, Get up ond 
your mat.” Ii Aeneas got 
those who lived in Lydda and Sharon 
turned to the Lord. dé 
In Joppa there was a 
(which, when translated, is 
always doing good and helping the poor. "About 


was washed and placed in 
SsLydda was near Joppa; so when the 
heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men 
to him and urged him, “Please come at once” 
Peter went with them, and when he arrived he 
was taken upstairs to the room. All the 
stood around him, crying and showing him the 
robes and other that Dorcas had made 
while she was still with 5 - 
40Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got 
“ P 
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The Danger in Being a Christian X 
It began as a Jewish sect; fierce persecution only helped it spread 


On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles 


were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 8:1 
r some countries, a person who becomes a Christian forfeits a 


education and job. And in 


a few countries, a person who converts risks his life. One church historian estimates more +: 


Christians have been martyred in this century than in all preceding centuries put together. 
Yet, strangely, more often than not, intense persecution of Christians leads to a spurt oft sorte 
seed 


in the church. An ancient saying expresses this phenomenon, “The blood'of martyrs is the 


the church.” 
The Fifst Big Advance 


For a while, the new faith enjoyed popular favor. But very soon it involved 


risk. In the 


book of Acts, the persecution that produced the first Christian martyr, Stephen, ironically brought 
about the advance of Christianity outside its Jewish base. Forced out of storm , the 
Philip prceches to the 


scattering Jewish Christi 


Ethiopia 
Acts documents a 


ans turned to other races and ethnic groups. 
despised Samaritans, and then crossed racial barriers by helping to convert an 


dramatic change in the faith. What had been viewed as an offshoot of the 


from 


Jewish religion, a “sect of the Nazarenes,”” began to encompass ror from other religions, 


races, and cultures. Before long, the center of church activity m 


from Jerusalem to the city of © 


Antioch. There, people coined the word Christian, indicating how separate the new faith had 
become. Never again would it be considered “just a Jewish thing.” 


Breaking the Jewish Mold 


As Luke tells it, the transition to other ethnic groups required some adjustments. Jewish 4 
disciples tought against letting go of their centuries-old traditions and allowing the church to be A 


flooded with non-Jews 


Peter, one of the most loyal Jews, explained his dilemma this way, “Who was ! to think that 


(11:17). A direct, unmistakable vision from 


od (10:9-23) overcame Peter's 


| could oppose God?’ 
resistance to accepting non-Jews, and later a decisive church council settled on a policy toward 


them (15:1-21) 


As the pages of Acts turn, whole provinces and cultures open up to the gospel. The faith that 


had been guarded by a small knot of intimates, all Jews who knew Jesus 
into a rough world of soldiers, sorcerers, merchants, and antagonists from other religions. This 


, broke out 


process was not without its bloody and frightening moments. 
Life Questions: |t severe persecution came to the church in your region today, what would 


to your faith? 
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down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward 
the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She 
opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. #1He 
took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. 
Then he called the believers and the widows and 
presented her to them alive. #2This became known 
all over Joppa, and many people believed in the 
Lord. 43Peter stayed in Joppa for some time witha 
tanner named Simon. 


Cornelius Calls for Peter 
1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cor- 
nelius, a centurion in what was known as 
the Italian Regiment. 2He and all his family were 
devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to 
those in need and prayed to God regularly. 3One 
day at about three in the afternoon he hada vision. 
He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to 
him and said, “Cornelius!” S 
4Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, 
Lord?” he asked 
The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to 
the poor have come up as a memorial offering 
before God. 5Now send men to Joppa to bring back 
a man named Simon who is called Peter. 6He is 
staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by 
the sea.”” 
7When the angel who spoke to him had gone, 
Cornelius called two of his servants and a devout 
soldier who was one of his attendants. 8He told 
them everything that had happened and sent 
them to Joppa. 


Peter’s Vision 


%About noon the following day as they were on 
their journey and approaching the city, Peter went 
up on the roof to pray. 10He became hungry and 
wanted something to eat, and while the meal was 
being prepared, he fell into a trance. '1He saw 
heaven opened and something like a large sheet 
being let down to earth by its four corners. 12It 
contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well 
as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air. 13Then 
a voice told him, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.” 

14’’Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have nev- 
er eaten anything impure or unclean.” 

15The voice spoke to hima second time, “Do not 

call anything impure that God has made clean.” 
leThis happened three times, and immediately 
the sheet was taken back to heaven. 
17While Peter was wondering about the mean- 
ing of the vision, the men sent by Cornelius found 


10:9 A Shift from Peter to Paul 


The first part of Acts, especially chapters 9-12, 
concentrates on the life of Peter. He represented 
the conservative Jewish contingent, and Acts 
reports that God gave him direct revelation to 
understand his plan of outreach to the Gentiles. 
But a man named Saul had been converted, and 
beginning with chapter 13, Acts follows his story 
almost exclusively. 

———— 
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The next day Pefer started out with them, and 
some of the brothers from Joppa went along. #The 


wn xpi them and had ele lope 
‘pecting them. called 
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house, Cornelius met him and fell at his 
reverence. “But Peter made him get up: “Stara 
up,” he said, “I am only a man myself.” ; 
27Talking with him, Peter went inside and found 
a large gathering of people. He said to them: 
“You are well aware that it is against our law fora 
Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him. But 
God has shown me that I should not call any man 
impure or unclean. 2So when I sen for 
came without raising any objection. 
you sent forme?” * 
30Cornelius answered: “Four days ago I was in 
my house praying at this hour, at three in the 
afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining dothes 
stood before me land said, ‘Cornelius, God has 
heard your Er on pete 
the poor. 32Send to Joppa for Simon who 
Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the 
tanner, who lives by the sea.’ 3So I sent for you _ 
immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now 
we are all here in the presence of God to listen to 
everything the Lord has commanded you to tell . 
us.” 
3eThen Péter began bo speake"1 now realize how 
true it is that God does not show favoritism but 
accepts men from every nation who fear him and 
do what is right. *You know the message God 
sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news 
of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. — 
37You know what has throughout 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John preached— how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how 
he went around doing good and healing all who 
were under the power of the devil, because God _ 
was with him. 
any of the Jey a eons 
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 
him by hanging him on a tree, but 
him from the dead on the third day and 
him to be seen. #!He was not pd | 


sy 
PY 


but by witioaies Wwhony God had already 
Chosen by ue who ate and dik with bien after 
Nhe rowe trans the dead @ ble eorimanded ia te 
Preach to (he people add to testify that he te the 
ane whom Gor appalnted: am jee of the lvtig 
and the dead HAIL the prophets testily about hin 
that everyone who believes in hin receives: for 
wivene ine (hrough his nane” 

MWhile Peter waa still speaking these work, 
the Holy Spint came on all who heard the men 
sage. The circumcised bellevers whe had come 
with Peter were astonished that the giftetthe bloly 
Spirit had been poured out even an the Gentiles, 
“For they heard them speaking in tongues and 
praising God 

Then Peter said, "Can anyone keep these 
people from being baptized with water? T 
received the Holy Spirit just as we he 
ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ Then they asked Peter to stay with them for 
a tew days 


peor 


Peter Explains His Actions 
The apostles and the brothers throughout 


1 1 Judea heard that the Gentiles also had re 
ceived the word of God. So when Peter went up 
to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized 
him ‘ond said, “You went into the house of uncir- 
cumcised men and ate with them.” 

‘Peter began and explained everything to them 
precisely as it had happened; 51 was in the city of 
Joppa praying, and iva trance | saw a vision. [saw 
something like a large sheet being let down from 
heaven by its four corners, and it came down to 
where I was. 6 looked into it and saw four-footed 
animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles, and 
birds of the air, “Then | heard a voice telling me, 
Get up, Peter..Kill and eat.’ 

’'l replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure 
or unclean has ever entered my mouth,” 

”’'The voice spoke from heaven a second time, 
‘Do not call anything impure that God has made 
clean.’ !"This happened three times, and then it 
was all pulled up to heaven again 

Right then three men who had been sent to 
me from Caesarea stopped at the house where | 
was staying. !2The Spirit told me to have no hesita~ 
tion about going with them. These six brothers 
also went with me, and we entered the man’s 
house. !SHe told us how he had seen an angel 
appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for 

Simon who is called Peter. '4He will bring you a 
message through which vou and all your house- 
hold will be saved 
1S” As | began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on 
them as he had come on us at the beginning. 
l6Then | remembered what the Lord had said: 
‘John baptized with’ water, but you will be bap- 
tized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17So if God gave them 
the same gift as he gave us, who believed in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could 
oppose God?” 
18When they heard this, they had no further 
objections and praised God, saying, “So then, God 


“46 Or other language "16 Orin 


Nae ented even (he Gentiles repentaies ante. 
Hite” lies Ge 
‘The Chueh in Antiogh ; 

WNow those who had been seatterd by the 
aecution Ih eonneetion with Stephen tra 
far ae Phoeniels, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the 
Monsage only to Jews, Home of them, however, 
men from Cypris and Cyrene, went to Antiogh 
and began to-apeak to Greeks also, telling them the: 
yood news about the Lord Jesue, The Lord's: 
hand was with them, and a great number of people 
believed and turned to the Lord. 

News of thiy reached the ears of the ehureh at 
Jerusalom, and they sent Harnabaw to Antioeh, 
“When he arrived and saw the evidence of the 
srace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all 
to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 
“ble was a good man, full of the poly Spirit and 
faith, and a great number of people were brought 
to the Lord, 

Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 


and when he found him, he brought him to Antle 


och, So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met 


with the church and taught great numbers of 
people ‘The disclpics wets eallod. Christiana ditalat 


“During this time some rane came di 
from Jerusalem to Antioch. 4One of them, nai 
Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted 
that a severe famine would spread over the entire 
Roman world. (This happened during the reign of 
Claudius.) The disciples, each according to his 
ability, decided to provide help for the brothers — 
living in Judea, “This they did, sending theit 
to the elders by Barnabas and Saul, 


Peter's Miraculous Escape From Prison sy 


1 2 It was about this time that King Herod ar- 

rested some who belonged to the church, 
intending to persecute them, #He had James, the 
brother of John, put to death with the sword. 
‘When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he pro- 
ceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 4After arresting 
him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be 
guarded by four squads of four soldiers each, Her- 
od intended to bring him out for public trial after 
the Passover. Y 

5So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was 
earnestly praying to God for him, 

The night before Herod was to bring him to 
trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, 
bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard 
at the entrance. 7Suddenly an angel of the Lord 


11:28 During the Reign of... 

The historian Luke is the only New Testament 
author who dates his books by referring to Roman 
emperors. He refers to Claudius three times in 
Acts; the events in Luke’s Gospel occur during the 
reigns of Tiberius and Augustus. 


. a a 


ACTS 12:8 
appeared and a light shone in the 
Peter on the side and woke him up. 
up!” he said, and the chains fell off P 
SThen the angel said to him, 
clothes and sandals.” And Peter di 1p 
your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel 
told him. Peter followed him out of the prison, 
but he had no idea that what the angel was doing 
was really happening; he thought he was seeing a 
vision. !0They passed the first and second | 
and came to the iron gate leading to the city: It 
opened for them by itself, and they went through 
it. When they had walked the length of one street, 
suddenly the angel left him. 
l1Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now T 
know without a doubt that the Lord sent his an, 
and rescued me from Herod's clutches and from: 
everything the Jewish people were anticipating.” 

\2When this had dawned on him, he went to the 
house of Mary the mother of John, also calied 
Mark, where many people had gathered and were 
praying. '8Peter knocked at the outer entrance, 
and a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer 
the door. When she recognized Peter's voice, she 
was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it 
and exclaimed,. “Peter is at the door!” u 

15’You’re out of your mind,” they told her. 
When she kept insisting that it was so, they said, 
“It must be his angel,” 

leBut Peter kept on knocking, and when they 
opened the door and saw him, they were aston- 
ished, !7Peter motioned with his hand for them to 
be quiet and described how the Lord had brought 
him out of prison. “Tell James and the brothers 
about this,” he said, and then he'left for another 
place, 
18In the morning, there was no small commotion 
among the soldiers as to what had become of Pe- 
ter. 19After Herod had a thorough search made for 
him and did not find him, he cross-examined’ the 
guards and ordered that they be executed. 


” 


Herod’s Death 

Then Herod went from Judea to Caesarea and 
stayed there a while. 0He had been quarreling 
with the people of Tyre and Sidon; they now 
joined together and sought an audience with him. 
Having secured the support of Blastus, a trusted 
personal servant of the king, they asked for peace, 
because they depended on the king's country for 
their food supply. 

210n the appointed day Herod, wearing his roy- 
al robes, sat on his throne and delivered a public 
address to the people. 2They shouted, “This is the 
voice of a god, not of a man.” 23Immediately, be- 
cause Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of 
the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by 
worms and died. 

24But the word of God continued to increase and 
spread. 

25When Barnabas and Saul had finished their 
mission, they returned fromé Jerusalem, taking 
with them John, also called Mark. 


425 Some manuscripts to +18 Some manuscripts and cared for thent 
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INSIGHT 


+ 
All those who heard him [Saul] wei 
Jerusalem among those whi call « is 1 
TT": history of the church is full of exam 
transformed by the Good News. In our o 
members of street gangs, former terrorists, and 
These converts tell of a Lord who dramatical 
and of the Holy Spirit who remarkably transt« 
testimonies often bring wonderful growth to | 


x < 


A Complete Turnaround ; 
None of these miraculous turnarounds Car 
Acts introduces the most effective missi 


of Christians. s 
How did a tiny Jewish sect become the 


remarkable career of Paul, apostle to the Gentiles. 
The personal conversion of Paul also became a 
church, Before Paul, the church was a Sree e 
little or no impact on the world outside of ine. 
extended into every corner of the Roman Empir 
himself had been touched by the message of | 
Before Paul, the leaders of the church were u 
to those who were outside of Jewish law. After Paul, 
community, proud of its Jewish heritage, but offerin, 
to every Gentile whe believed. 


Paul (formerly called Saul) made his first appearance in ; 
violent 


of Stephen. Later, he led a gang of persecutors on a 
But then came a miraculous turnabout on the road to 


A Courageous Career 


life based on God's free forgiveness, not legalism. : 
During his journeys Paul wrote half the New Testan 
groundwork for much of Christian theology. All the while, 
despite jailings, beatings, and riots. He was perhaps the most th 
; 


lived. 
Life Questions: Has your life changed quickly and dramatically, ul’s dit 


Ie: 


OK 


ACTS 13:23 


ter removing Saul, he made David their king. He 
testified concerning him: ‘I have found David son 
of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do 
everything I want him to do.’ 
2From this man’s descendants God has 
brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he promised. 
24Before the coming of Jesus, John preached re- 
pentance and baptism to all the people of Israel. 
25As John was completing his work, he said: ‘Who 
do you think I am? 1am not that one. No, but he is 
coming after me, whose sandals lam not worthy to 
untie.” 
26“Brothers, children of Abraham, and you 
God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message 
of salvation has been sent. 27The people of Jerusa- 
lem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in 
condemning him they fulfilled the words of the 
prophets that are read every Sabbath. Though 
they found no proper ground for a death sentence, 
they asked Pilate to have him executed. 2?When 
they had carried out all that was written about 
him, they took him down from the tree and laid 
him in a tomb, ®But God raised him from the 
dead, 3land for many days he was seen by those 
who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusa- 
lem. They are now his witnesses to our people. 
32/'We tell you the good news: What God prom- 
ised our fathers 33he has fulfilled for us, their chil- 
dren, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the 
second Psalm 


“You are my Son; 
today I have become your Father.#+ 


§The fact that God raised him from the dead, nev- 
er to decay, is stated in these words: 


“4 will give you the holy and sure blessings 
promised to David." 


35So it is stated elsewhere: 


‘You will not let your Holy One see decay,’4 


36'For when David had served God's purpose in 
his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried 
with his fathers and his body decayed. 3/But the 
one whom God raised from the dead did not see 
decay 

38 Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know 
that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is pro- 
claimed to you. Through him everyone who be- 
lieves is justified from everything you could not be 
justified from by the law of Moses. 4°Take care that 
what the prophets have said does not happen to 
you 


41” ‘Look, you scoffers, 
wonder and perish, 

for 1am going to do something in your days 
that you would never believe, 
even if someone told you,’e” 


42As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the syna- 
gogue, the people invited them to speak further 
about these things on the next Sabbath. 443When 
the congregation was dismissed, many of the Jews 
and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and 


43 Or have begoiten you "33 Psalm 2:7 M4 Isaiah 55:3 


singular 447 Isaiah 49:6 
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Barnabas, who talked with them 
to continue in the grace of God. 

4On the nm almost 
gathered to hear the word of the Lord 1e 
Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with 
ousy and talked abusively against what Paul 
saying. 

46Then Paul and ,answered them bold- 
ly: “We had to speak the word of God to you first. 
Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves 
worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles, 
47For this is what the Lord has commanded us; 


“I have made you/ a light for the Gentiles, a 
that youf may bring salvation to the ends of = 
the earth.’s’” se 


% 


a Stes 


48When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad s 
and honored the word of the Lord; and all who _ 
were appointed for eternal life believed. 

#The word of the Lord spread through the 
whole region. 50But the Jews incited the God-fear- 
ing women of high standing and the leading men. 
of the city. They stirred up persecution against r 
Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their 
region. 5!So they shook the dust from their feet in 
protest against them and went to Iconium. >And 
the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy 
Spirit, 

In Iconium 


1 At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usu- 
al into the Jewish synagogue. There they 

spoke so effectively that a it ni ofjews © 

and Gentiles believed. 2But the Jews who refused 

to believe stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned 

their minds against the brothers. 3So Paul and Bar- - 

nabas spent considerable time there, speaking 

boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the message of 

his grace by enabling them to do miraculous signs 

and wonders. 4The people of the city were di- 

vided; some sided with the Jews, others with the 

apostles. 5There was a plot afoot among the Gen- 

tiles and Jews, together with their leaders, to mis- 

treat them and stone them. 6But they found out ’ 

about it and fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra & 

and Derbe and to the surrounding country, 

7where they continued to preach the good news. 


In Lystra and Derbe 


8In Lystra there sat a man crippled in his feet, f 
who was lame from birth and had never walked.” 
°He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul 
looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to be 


13:46 Apostle to the Gentiles 

This incident is the first of several occasions in Acts 
showing Paul turning away from the Jews (see 

18:6; 19:9). When the Jews rejected his message, 

he went to the Gentiles. Eventually he became 
known as the “apostle to the Gentiles,” even , 
though he maintained a deep love for his own 
people (see Romans 9:1-5). 


435 Psalm 16:10 41 Hab. 15 ‘47 The Greek is 


healed Wand called out, “Stand up on your feet!” 
At that, the man jumped up and began to walk 

UWhen the crowd saw what Poul had done, 
they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The 
gods have come down to us in human form!” 
Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called 
Hermes because he was the chief speaker The 
priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the 
city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates 
beeause he and the crowd wanted to offer sacri- 
tices to them, 

But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul 
heard of this, they tore their clothes and rushed 
out into the crowd, shouting: |"Men, why are you 
doing this? We too are only men, human like you, 
We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn 
trom these worthless things to the living Ged, who 
made heaven and earth and sea and everything in 
them, !¢In the past, he let all nations go their own 
way, !7Yet he has not left himself without testi- 
mony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain 
from heaven and crops in their seasons; he pro- 
vides vou with plenty of food and fills your hearts 
with joy.’ ISEven with these words, they had dif- 
ticulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them. 

Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconi- 
um and won the crowd over. They stoned Paul 
ind dragged him outside the city, thinking he was 
‘But after the disciples had gathered 
2 { him, he got up and went back into the city. 
The next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe. 


The Return to Antioch in Syria 

21They preached the good news in that city and 
won a large number of disciples, Then they re- 
turned to Lystra, lconium and Antioch, 22strength- 

1g the disciples and encouraging them to re- 
nain true to the faith. ‘We must go through many 
dships to enter the kingdom of God,” they 
said. 3Paul and Barnabas appointed elders* for 
them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, 
committed them to the Lord,"in whom they had 
put their trust, 4After going through Pisidia, they 
came into Pamphylia, Sand when they had 
preached the word in Perga, they went down to 
Attalia 

26From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, 
where they had been committed to the grace of 
God tor the work they had now completed. 27On 
arriving there, they gathered the church together 
and reported all that God had done'through them 
and how he had opened the door of faith to the 
28And they stayed there a long time with 
the disciples. 


Gentiles. 


The Council at Jerusalem 


1 5 Some men came down from Judea to Anti- 

och and were teaching the brothers: “Unless 
you are circumcised, according to the custom 
taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2This 
brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and 
debate with them, So Pauland Barnabas were ap- 
pointed, along with some other believers, to go up 
to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about 


23 Or Barnabas ordained 
911,12 417,18 Some manuscripts things — 


rs, or Barnabas had elders elected 


14 Greek Simeon, a variant of Simon; that is, Peter 
"known to the Lord for ages is his work 


and as 

macia, they told how the Gentiles or) been 

verted, This news made alkthe 

‘When they came to, 

comed by the church and the 

to whom they reported | everything 

through them. oh ete f 
SThen some of the believers Sir E 

party of the Pharisees stood up and said, 7) 

Gentiles must be circumcised and required | 

the law of Moses.’" shed ee 


eThe apostles and elders met to consider ti 3 
question, 7After much discussion, Peter up 
and addressed them; “Brothers, you know that 
some time ago God made a choice among you that 
the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message 
of the gospel and believe, , who knows the 
heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the 
Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to ‘made 
no distinction between us and them, for he puri- 
fied their hearts by faith, WNow then, ee liperios: 
try to test God by putting on the necks 
disciples a yoke that neither we nor our ate 
have been able to bear? 1!No! We believe it is 
through the grace of our Lord Jesus thats we are 
saved, just as they are,” 

121he whole assembly becantenilent asthey; lis- 
tened to Barnabas and Paul telling about the mirac- 
ulous signs and wonders God had done among the 
Gentiles through them. !3When they finished, 
James spoke up: “Brothers, listen to me. 14Simon’ 
has described to us how God at first showed his 
concern by taking from the Gentiles a people for 
himself. '5The words of the prophets are in agree- 
ment with this, as it is written: 
16” ‘After this I will return : aye 
and rebuild David's fallentent. 
Its ruins | will rebuild, : 
and I will restore it, 
\7that the remnant of men may seek the Lord, 
and all the Gentiles who bear my name, 
says the Lord, who does these things’ 
18 that have been known for ages.4 


19“It is my judgment, therefore, that we should 
not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turn- 
ing to God. 2XInstead we should write to them, 
telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, 
from sexual immorality, from the meat of stran- 


15:6 The First Church Council 
Chapter 15 gives a fascinating glimpse into issues 
ra the early church, as such leaders as Peter, Paul, 
and James debated ‘Jewish/Gentile issues. They 
agreed on a compromise position and issued a 
formal position paper, here, in which 
Jewish Christians asked the Gentiles to honor four 
of their practices. The two on food relate to a 
“kosher” method of food preparation designed to 
keep people from ingesting any animal blood. 
a 


7 Amos 


ACTS 18:21 
gled animals and trom blood, *!For Moses has 


been preached in every city fron the earliest times 
ane is road in the synagogues on every Sabbath,” 


The Council's Letter to Gentile Believers 


~Yhen the apostles and elders, with the whole 
chureh, decided to choose some of theirown men 
and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, 
They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, wo 
nyen who were leaders among the brothers, 2}With 
them they sent the following letter: 


The apostles and elders, your brothers, 


To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and 
Cilicia’ 


Greetings 


MWe have heard that some went out from 
us without our authorization and disturbed 
you, troubling your minds by what they said, 
So we all agreed to choose some men and 
send them to you with our dear friends Bar- 
nabas and Paul— *émen who have risked their 
lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to 
confirm by word of mouth what we are writ- 
ing. Slt seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to 
us not to burden you with anything beyond 
the following requirements: You are to ab- 
stain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, 
from the meat of strangled animals and from 
sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid 
these things. 


Farewell 


*The men were sent off and went down to Anti- 
where they gathered the church together and 
livered the letter. 3!The people read it and were 
id for its encouraging message. Judas and 
F who themselves were prophets, said much 
to encourage and strengthen the brothers. After 
spending some time there, they were sent off by 
the brothers with the blessing of peace to return to 
those who had sent them.“ *5But Paul and Bar- 
nabas remained in Antioch, where they and many 
others taught and preached the word of the Lord. 


Disagreement Between Paul and Barnabas 


3Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us 
go back and visit the brothers in all the towns 
where we preached the word of the Lord and see 
how they are doing.” 37Barnabas wanted to take 
John, also called Mark, with them, 38but Paul did 
not think it wise to take him, because he had de- 
serted them in Pamphylia and had not continued 
with them in the work. 3°They had such a sharp 
disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas 
took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, “but Paul chose 
Silas and left, commended by the brothers to the 
grace of the Lord. 4!He went through Syria and 
Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 


#33 Some manuscripts them, Mbut Silas decided to remain there 


He came to Derbe and then to 

a disciple named Timothy tiv 
mother was a Jewess and a believer, b 
father was a Greek, *The brothers at Lystra at 
leonium spoke well of him, ‘Paul wanted to 
him along on the journey, so he cireumeiied him 
because of the Jews who lived in that area, for yp 
all knew that his father was a Greek, 4A8 
traveled from town to town, they delivered 
decisions reached by the apostles and el 
Jerusalem for the people to obey. So the 
were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in 
numbers, 


Paul's Vision of the Man of Macedonia — 
Paul and his companions traveled throughou 
the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having 
kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in- 

the province of Asia. 7When they came to the bor- 

der of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the 

Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. "So they — 
passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. During — 
the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia 
standing and begging him, “Come over to Mace- 
donia and help us.” lAfter Paul had seen the 
vision, we got ready at once to leave for Mace- 
donia, concluding that God had called us to preach 
the gospel to them. 


Lydia’s Conversion in Philippi 

11From Troas we put out to sea and sailed 
straight for Samothrace, and the next day on to 
Neapolis. 12From there we traveled to Philippi, a 
Roman colony and the leading city of that district 
of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days 

130n the Sabbath we went outside the city gate 
to the river, where we expected to finda place of 
prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the 
women who had gathered there. 4One of those — 
listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in 
purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who w 
worshiper of God. The Lord opened her hea: 
respond to Paul’s message. !5When she and 
members of her household were baptized, she 
vited us to her home, “If you ‘consider me a be 
liever in the Lord,” she said, ‘‘come and stay at my _ 
house.” And she persuaded us. ‘ 


Paul and Silas in Prison 


16Once when we were going to the place of 
prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a 
spirit by which she predicted the future. She 
earned a great deal of money for her owners by 
fortune-telling. 17This girl followed Paul and the _ 


4 LF 
16:10 Firsthand Report _ a og 
In Acts 16, 21, and 28, Luke uses “we” in writing, § 
for he accompanied the apostle Paul on some of 
his trips. His close association with Paul meant he 4 
had immediate access to the central , 
Acts 13-28. \ 


character in 
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951 
rest Of us, shouting. “These men are servants of 
the Most High God. who are telling you the way to 
be saved She Kept this up for many days, Biv 
nally Paul became so troubled that he turned 
around and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus 
Christ | command you to come out of her!” At that 
moment the sprit lett her. 


wWhen the owners of the slave girl realized that 
of making money was gone, they seized 
1s and dragged them into the market 
oe to face the authonties. “They brought them 
© the magistrates and said, “These men are 
Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar tiby 
advocating customs unlawful for-us Romans to 


r practice. 
crowd joined in the attack against Paul 
ind Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be 


On the Road with the Apostle Paul 
Paul, both Jewish and Roman, took the gospel into the melting pot _ 


‘ when the Jews opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest 
Your blood be on your own heads! | am clear of my responsibility. From now on 


hem, 
ro the Gentiles." 18:6 


T% book of Acts follows Paul on three distinct 


shores of the Mediterranean Sea. Normally in the ancient world, travel posed great hazards, 
with pirates, barbarian armies, and hostile border guards clogging up the roads. But by Paul’s 


stripped and 

ly flogged, they were thrown into. 
jailer was commanded to guard 
“Upon receiving such orders, he | 
inner cell and 


ers were listening to them, 26Su 
such a violent earthquake that the 
the prison were shaken. At once 
doors flew open, and everybody's chains: 
loose. 27The jailer woke up, and when he saw 
prison doors open, he drew his sword and was 
about to kill himself because he thought the pris- 
oners had escaped. 24But Paul shouted, “Don’t. 
harm yourself! We are all here!’ 

2*The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell 


and said 
Tl go 


missionary journeys along the northeastern 


lifetime, Rome had established absolute mastery over a vast territory. Empire-wide peace, the 


tamous Pax Romana—a condition that existed only twice in 700 years—prevailed. 
Roman engineers had crisscrossed the empire with a network of roads (built so. well that many 


sill survive), and as a Roman citizen Paul had a passport to any destination. Language, too, was 
unitied. The Greek tongue, as well as the Greek style of thinking, crossed ethnic barriers. 


Paul's Strategy 


In his missionary ventures, Paul focused primarily on chief trade towns, capital cities, and 
Roman colonies. Like modern cities today, these comprised a melting pot of diverse cultures. 
From these places, the gospel message would be carried across the globe. 

Usually, Paul began with a visit to a local synagogue, establishing contact with fellow Jews. If 


they rejected his message, as often happened, he quickly turned to a non-Jewish audience, 
When a promising church was established, Paul stayed on, sometimes as long as three 


years, to 


teach and to direct its spiritual growth. His letters glow with affection for the friends he developed 


in this way. (Acts 20 gives a glimpse of the intima 


he shared with one such group.) On his 


second and third journeys Paul revisited many of the churches he had founded. 


Unusual Qualifications, Impressive Results 
Paul's background uniquely qualified him for his adventures. A Pharisee who had studied with 


the famous teacher Gamaliel, he fully understoos 
the status and respect he needed to gain official 
scrapes 


d the Jewish mind. Roman citizenship gave him 
recognition and to survive threatening legal 


Paul's mastery of languages helped him also. He used Aramaic to relate to the early church 
leaders in Jerusalem, and fluency in Greek made possible a speech before philosophers in Athens. 


Sometimes Paul was used by God to work miracles. In one tragicomic episode, a sleepy 


listener 


succumbed to Paul's all-night sermon and fell out a third-story window (20:7-12); Paul raised him 


from the dead 
By the end of his eventful life, Paul had left a 


ring of burgeoning churches around the eastern 


Mediterranean. To make sure his work would go on, he trained such leaders as Silas, Titus, 
Timothy, and the man who recorded much of what we know about Paul's life: Luke himself. 


Life Questions: Why did God choose Paul to lead the early church? What special qualifications do you 


have that God could use? 


a 


ACTS 16:30 
trembling before Paul and Silas. WHe then brought 
them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?" 

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved—you and your household.” 
“2Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and 
to all the others in his house, MAt that hour of the 
night the jailer took them and washed their 
wounds; then immediately he and all his family 
were baptized. “The jailer brought them into his 
house and set a meal before them; he was filled 
with joy because he had come to believe in God-— 
he and his whole family. 

SWhen it was daylight, the magistrates sent 
their officers to the jailer with the order: “Release 
those men.” %The jailer told Paul, “The magis- 
trates have ordered that you and Silas be released, 
Now you can leave. Go in peace.” 

7But Paul said to the officers: “They beat us- 
publicly without a trial, even though we are Ro- 
man citizens, and threw us into prison. And now 
do they want to get rid of us quietly? No! Let them 
come themselves and escort us out.” 

38The officers reported this to the magistrates, 
and when they heard that Paul and Silas were 
Roman citizens, they were alarmed. “They came 
to appease them and escorted them from the pris- 
on, requesting them to leave the city. “After Paul 
and Silas came out of the prison, they went to 
Lydia’s house, where they met with the brothers 
and encouraged them. Then they left. 


In Thessalonica 
1 When they had passed through Amphipolis 
and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, 

where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2As his cus- 
tom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on 
three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from 
the Scriptures, 3explaining and proving that the 
Christ? had to suffer and rise from the dead. “This 
Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ” he 
said. 4Some of the Jews were persuaded and 
joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of 
God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent 
women, 

5But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up 
some bad characters from the marketplace, formed 
a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to 
Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas in order to 
bring them out to the crowd. 6But when they did 
not find them, they dragged Jason and some other 
brothers before the city officials, shouting: “These 
men who have caused trouble all over the world 
have now come here, 7and Jason has welcomed 
them into his house. They are all defying Caesar's 
decrees, saying that there is another king, one 
called Jesus.” 8When they heard this, the crowd 
and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. 
%Then they made Jason and the others post bond 


and let them go. 


In Berea 


10As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul 
and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, they 


“3 Or Messiah °5 Or the assembly of the people 


Paul was preaching, the 


te san ihe they. tok 


2Paul then stood up in hee 
Areopagus and said: “Men o 
every way you are very rel 
around and looked carefully at 
ship, I even found an altar with 
AN UNKNOWN Gop. Now 
something unknown I am goir 


not lve in efit ade SA 
served by human hands, as if h 
because he himself gives all men life a 


every nation of men, that 
whole earth; and he determined 
them and the exact places when 
27God did this so that men wo 
perhaps reach out for him a1 


953 


where to repent. 3!For he has set a day when,he 
will judge the world with justice by the man he has 
appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by 
raising him from the dead.” 
2Wher they heard about the resurrection of the 
dead, some of them sneered, but others said, “We 
want to hear you again on this subject.” SAt that, 
Paul left the Council. 4A few men became follow- 
ers of Paul and believed. Among them was 
Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, also a 
woman named Damaris, and a number of others. 


In Corinth 
1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Cor- 
inth. 2There he met a Jew named Aquila, a 


native of Pontus, who had recently come from 
Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had 
ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to 
see them, 2and because he was a tentmaker as they 
were, he stayed and worked with them. 4Every 
Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to 
persuade Jews and Greeks 
When Silas and Timothy came from Mace- 
donia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preach- 
ing, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the 
Christ" (But when the jews opposed Paul and 
became abusive, he shook out his clothes in pro- 
test and said to them, “Your blood be on your own 
heads! | am clear of my responsibility. From now 
on I will go to the Gentiles.” 
7Then Paul left the synagogue and went next 
door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of 
God. 8Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire 
household believed in the Lord; and many of the 
Corinthians who heard him believed and were 
baptized 
%’One night the Lord spoke to Paulin a vision: 
“Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be 
silent. !0For | am with you, and no one is going to 
attack and harm you, because I have many people 
in this city.” 1'So Paul stayed for a year anda half, 
teaching them the word of God. 
12While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the 
Jews made a united attack on Paul and brought 
him into court. '3’’This man,” they charged, “‘is 
persuading the people to worship God in’ ways 
contrary to the law.” 
\4Just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to 
the Jews, “If you Jews were making a complaint 
about some misdemeanor or serious crime, it 


ST 


17:32 Athens: A Difficult 
Audience ; 
Paul gave a remarkable speech to a gathering of 
philosophers and thinkers in the sophisticated 
university city of Athens. It appears he met with 
little success, and the results may have troubled 
him greatly. Acts 18:5 hints at a shift in his 
approach. Some scholars believe that the first four 
chapters of 1 Corinthians, reflecting on this period 
of time, may describe the strong impact of his 
experience in Athens. 


——— TT 


5 Or Messiah; also in verse 28 ©25 Or with fervor in the Spirit 


would be reasonable for me to listen to you. 1SBut 
since it invol ves,questions about words names 
and your own law—settle the matter yourselyes.1 
will not be.a judge of such things.” So he: bag vi 
them ejected from the court. !7Then they all turned ~ 
on Sosthenes the synagogue ruler and beat him in_ 


front of the court. But Gallio showed no concern 
whatever. 


Priscilla, Aquila and Apollos se 

18Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then — 
he left the brothers and sailed for Syria, accom- 
panied by Priscilla and Aquila. Before he sailed, he © 
had his hair cut off at Cenchrea because of a vow 
he had taken. They arrived at Ephesus, where 
Paul left Priscilla and Aquila. He himself went into 
the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 
20When they asked him to spend more time with 
them, he declined. 21But as he left, he promised, ‘a 
will come back {f it is God’s will.” Then he set sail 
from Ephesus. 22When he landed at Caesarea, he 
went up and greeted the church and then went 
down to Antioch. » 

23A ter spending some time in Antioch, Paul set” 
out from there and traveled from place to place 
throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, 
strengthening all the disciples. 

2’4Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of 
Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned 
man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures. 5He had been instructed in the way of the 
Lord, and he spoke with great fervor? and taught 


about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the ~ 


baptism of John. 6He began to speak boldly in the 
synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, 
they invited him to their home and explained to 
him the way of God more adequately. 

27When Apollos wanted to: go to Achaia,. the 
brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disci- 
ples there to welcome him. On arriving, he was a 
great help to those who by grace had believed. 
24For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public de- 
bate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was 
the Christ. 


Paul in Ephesus 


19 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the 
road through the interior and arrived at 
Ephesus. There he found some disciples Zand 
asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 
whens you believed?” 

They answered, ‘No, we have not even heard 
that there is a Holy Spirit.” R , 

3S0 Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you 
receive?” M. ‘ a. 

“John’s baptism,” they replied. 

4Paul said, “John’s baptism was a ‘baptism of 
repentance. He told the people to believe in the 


_ one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hear- 


ing this, they were baptized into# the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 6When Paul placed his hands on them, 
the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in 
tongues‘ and prophesied. 7There were about 
twelve men in all. 

<2 Orafter 


45 Orin £6 Or other languages - 


ACTS 19:8 


Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly _ 


there for three months, arguing persuasively 
about the kingdom of God, °But some of them 
became obstinate; they refused to believe and pub- 
licly maligned the Way. So Paul left them, He took 
the disciples with him and had discussions daily in 
the lecture hall of Tyrannus. This went on for 
two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who 
lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the 
Lord 
God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 
1250 that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had 
touched him were taken to the sick, and their ill- 
ne: were cured and the evil spirits left them, 
Some Jews who went around driving out evil 
spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus 
over those who were demon-possessed, They 
would say, “In the name of Jesus, whom Paul 
preaches, | command you to come out." 4Seven 
sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing 
this. !5One day, the evil spirit answered them, 
“Jesus I know, and | know about Paul, but who are 
you?” IsThen the man who had the evil spirit 
jumped on them and overpowered them all. He 
gave them such a beating that they ran out of the 
house naked and bleeding. 
17When this became known to the Jews and 
Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized with 
fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in 
high honor. '8Many of those who believed now 
came and openly confessed their evil deeds. 9A 
number who had practiced sorcery brought their 
scrolls together and burned them publicly. When 
they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total 
came to fifty thousand drachmas.# 20In this way 
the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in 
power. 
21After all this had happened, Paul decided to 
go to Jerusalem, passing through Macedonia and 
Achaia. “After I have been there,” he said, “I must 
visit Rome also.” 22He sent two of his helpers, 
Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia, while he 
stayed in the province of Asia a little longer. 


The Riot in Ephesus 


23About that time there arose a great disturbance 
about the Way. 24A silversmith named Demetrius, 
who made silver shrines of Artemis, broughtin no 
little business for the craftsmen. He called them 
together, along with the workmen in related 


19:24 Commercialized Religion 
Ephesus was devoted to idolatry and to profit, and 
Paul’s message threatened both. The citizens took 
great pride in their temple, one of the seven 
wonders of the ancient world, and were outraged 
at anyone who might interfere with their profitable 
businesses dependent on religious pilgrims. The 
story presents a clear case of mob psychology. Paul 
started a riot, but he also founded one of his 
strongest churches, a community that later inspired 
the book of Ephesians. 


#19 A drachma was a silver coin worth about a day's wages. 


trades, and said: “Men, you 
good income from this business. 2 
and hear how this fellow Paul has 
led astray large numbers of people here in Eph 
and in practically the whole province of Asia. 
says that man-made gods are no gods at | 
27There is danger not only that our trade will lose 
its good name, but also that the temple of the great 
goddess Artemis will be discredited, and the god- 
dess herself, who is worshiped throughout the 
province of Asia and the world, will be robbed of 
her divine majesty.” 

2’When they heard this, they were furious and 
began shouting: “Great is Artemis of the Ephe- 
sians!” 29Soon the whole city was in an uproar. 
The people seized Gaius and Aristarchus, "8 
traveling companions from Macedonia, and 
rushed as one man into the theater. “Paul wanted 
to appear before the crowd, but the disciples 
would not let him, 31Even some of the officials of 
the province, friends of Paul, sent him a message 
begging him not to venture into the theater, 

32The assembly was in confusion: Some were 
shouting one thing, some another. Most of the 
people did not even know why they were there. 
The Jews pushed Alexander to the front, and 
some of the crowd shouted instructions to him. He 
motioned for silence in order to make a defense 
before the people. 4But when they realized he was 
a Jew, they all shouted in unison for about two 
hours: “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 

35The city clerk quieted the crowd and said: 
“Men of Ephesus, doesn’t all the world know that 
the city of Ephesus is the guardian of the temple of — 
the great Artemis and of her image, which fell from 
heaven? %Therefore, since these facts are undeni- 
able, you ought to be quiet and not do anything 
rash. 37You have brought these men here, though 
they have neither robbed temples nor blasphemed 
our goddess. 38If, then, Demetrius and his fellow 
craftsmen have a grievance against anybody, the 
courts are open and there are proconsuls. They can 
press charges. If there is anything further you 
want to bring up, it must be settled in a legal 
assembly. 40As it is, we are in danger of being 
charged with rioting because of today’s events. In % 
that case we would not be able to account for this 
commotion, since there is no reason for it.” 41After 
he had said this, he dismissed the assembly. . 


Through Macedonia and Greece j 
2 0 When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for 
the disciples and, after encouraging them, 
said good-by and set out for Macedonia. 2He trav- 
eled through that area, speaking many words of 
encouragement to the people, and finally arrived 
in Greece, 3where he stayed three months. Be- 
cause the Jews made a plot against him just as he 
was about to sail for Syria, he decided to go back 
through Macedonia. #He was acco! So- 
pater son of Pyrrhus from Berea, Aristarchus and 
Secundus from Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbe, 
Timothy also, and Tychicus and Ti 
the province of Asia. 5These men went on ahead 


and waited for us at Troas. “But we sailed from 
Philippi after the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and 
five days later jorned the others at Troas, where we 


stayed seven days 
Eutychus Raised From the Dead at Troas 


7On the first day of the week we came together 
to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and, be- 
cause he intended to leave the next day, kept on 
talking until midnight. SThere were many lamps in 
the upstairs room where we were meeting, eat- 
ed in a window was a young man named Euty- 
chus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul 
talked on and on. When he was sound asleep, he 
to the ground from the third story and was 
dead. Pau! went down, threw himself 
on the young man and put his arms around him. 
Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “He's alivet’” Then 
»e went upstairs again and broke bread and ate. 
Jking until daylight, he left. "The people 
young man home alive and were greatly 
d 


Paul's Farewell to the Ephesian Elders 


3\We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for 
Assos, where we were going to take Paul aboard 
He had made this arrangement because he was 
going there on foot. '*When he met us at Assos, 
sok him aboard and went on to Mitylene- 

e next day we set sail from there and arrived 

os. The day after that we crossed over to 
s, and on the following day arrived at Mile- 

*Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to 


tus. 
avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he 
was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by 
he day of Pentecost 

From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the 
elders of the church. !8When they arrived, he said 
nem: “You know how I lived the whole time I 


was with you, from the first day I came into the 
province of Asia. "I served the Lord with great 
humility and with tears, although I was severely 
the plots of the Jews. ™You know that! 
esitated to preach anything that would 
be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and 
trom house to house. 241 have declared to both 
ews and Greeks that they must turn to God in 
repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 
22And now, compelled by the Spint, lam going 
to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me 
there. 231 only know that in every cty the Holy 
Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are fac- 
ing me. 2sHowever, I consider my life worth noth- 
ing to me, if only I may finish the race and com- 
plete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the 
task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 
25Now | know that none of you among whom I 
have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever 
see me again. “Therefore, I declare to you today 
that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 7For I 
have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole 
will of God. 28Keep watch over yourselves and all 
the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God,* 


128 Many manuscripts of the Lond 


#25 Traditionally bishops 


On to Jerusalem - 


them, we put out to sea and sailed s Pts. 


to Cos. The next day we went to Khodes 
there to Patara. 7We found a ship crossing 
Phoenicia, went on board and set sail. 2After: 
passing to the south of 


5But when our time was up, we left and continued 
children accompanied us out of the city, and there 
on the beach we knelt to pray. ©After saying good- 
by to each other, we went aboard the ship, and - 
7We continued our voyage from Tyre 
ed at Ptolemais, where we greeted the 
and stayed with them for a day. SLeaving the 
day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house 
of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven. Hie had 
four unmarried daughters who prophesied. 


ACTS 21:12 
Spirit says, ‘In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will 
bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over 
to the Gentiles.’ ” CS *? dips. 
12When we heard this, we and the people there received 
pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. Fest Fy 
Then Paul answered, “Why are you weeping 
and breaking my heart? J am ready not only to be 
bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of 
the Lord Jesus.” !4When he would not be dissuad- 
ed, we gave up and said, “The Lord’s will be 
done.” a 
15After this, we got ready and went up te Jeruse- pealor 
lem. !6Some of the disciples from Caesareaaccom- that yo 
panied us and brought us to the home of Mnason, Gentes 
where we were to stay. He wasamanfromCyprus  todirc 
and one of the early disciples. ~* a 


INSIGHT 


Battle: 
bal 

470 Roman soldiers protected bim ; sete d 

a ae 

‘ a ve 


“And now, compelled by the Spirit, | am going to Jerusalem, not ki 

ihonle know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison 
222-23, / — 

if fhe drumbeat starts with the last verse in chapter 


statement that they would never see his face After t 
friends begged him not to go to Jerusalem. One them bound his o 
Paul's belt, publicly role-playing what was in store for Paul (21: 1011). 


But Paul had survived shipwrecks, a stoning, ‘ings, an 
»never stopped him. Besides, he knew that ei woman to 


disaster in Jerusalem could prevent that. rer et i ee C ° 


A Dangerous Revolutionary? = ae 
Thus, against all advice Paul went to } 


jerusalem. His reputation 
spread, to such an extent that it took a brigade of 470 Ro : 
Jewish mob who planned to kill him, Te 
Luke details the process of Roman justice so thoroughly that some | 
Acts as a legal brief for Paul’s defense. Was Paul a violent terrorist int 
meticulously records that, no, Paul had no political ambitions and cc 


Roman law. A 
Most of the time, Roman law found Paul innocent. An official in Cor 


against him (18:15), as did the town clerk at Ephesus (19:35-41). G 
Agrippa both concluded Paul might have been freed outright had | e 0 
(26:32). etre poke) E 


The Beginning of the End . fe) .w 
Paul’s last days of freedom summarize his turbulent life. His friends" 
proved well-founded. A murderous mob there assailed him with false charges, 
rescued bodily by soldiers. — 
In typical brazen style, Paul asked to address the unruly crowd, using 
them with his life's testimony. The crowd listened until he got to the part 


Gentiles; then it erupted, «toes 
In his speech (22:3-21), Paul referred back to the day he stood on th 


Stephen, the first Christian martyr, was killed. That scene was t 
mind as a reminder of his former life. But another memory was even 
light on the road to Damascus. Ever after that event in Damascus, Paul 
the human race as he had been stunned on that desert road. No 
cost him. a 

Life Questions; Acts 20 shows Paul's closeness to other Christians, 
feelings? What could increase your closeness with others? 


987 


hear that you have come, “so de what we tell you: 

There are four men with us whe have made a vow 

‘Take these men, join in their purification. rites: 
and pay their expenses, #0 that they can have their 
heads shaved. Then everybody will know there is. 
no truth in these reports about you, but that you 
yourself are living in obedience to the law, As for 
the Gentile believers, we have written to them our 
decision that they should abstain from food sacri 
ficed to ictols, trom blood, from the meat of strane 
gled animals and from sexual immorality,” 

~The next day Paul took the men and purified 

himself along with them, Then he went to the 
temple to give notice of the date when the days of 
purification would end and the offering would be 
made for each of them 


Paul Arrested 


When the seven days were nearly over, some 
Jows from the province of Asia saw Paul at the 


temple. They stirred up the whole crowd and 
seized him, 28shouting, ‘Men of Israel, help us! 
This is the man who teaches all men everywhere 


against our people and our law and this place. And 
besides, he has brought Greeks into the temple 
area and defiled this holy place.” 2(They had 
previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the 
city with Paul and assumed that Paul had brought 
him into the temple area.) 

«The whole city was aroused, and the people 
came running from all directions. Seizing Paul, 
they dragged him trom the temple, and immedi- 
itely the gates were shut. 3!While they were trying 
to kill him, news reached the commander of the 
Roman troops that the whole city of Jerusalem was 
in an uproar. 32He at once took some officers and 
soldiers and ran down to the crowd, When the 
noters saw the commander and his soldiers, they 
stopped beating Paul. 

“The commander came up and arrested him 
and ordered him to be bound with two chains. 
Then he asked who he was and what he had done. 
Some in the crowd shouted one thing and some 
another, and since the commander could not get at 
the truth because of the uproar, he ordered that 
Paul be taken into the barracks. When Paul 
reached the steps, the violence of the mob was so 

great he had to be carried by the soldiers. *The 
crowd that followed kept shouting, “Away with 
him!" 


LT 


21:28 A Trumped-up Charge 
Ironically, the arrest that led to Paul’s final 
imprisonment came about because of a 
misunderstanding. He was actually trying to 
reassure the Jerusalem church of his loyalty by 
agreeing to take Jewish vows. But a rumor sp! 

that Paul had illegally taken an “unclean” Gentile 
into a forbidden part of the temple, and a mob 
scene ensued. The remainder of Acts reports on 
various stages of Paul’s legal appeals. 


ST 
+40 Or possibly Hebrew; also in 22:2 


something to you?’ ‘ 
“Do you speak Greek?” he replied. , 
you the Egyptian who started « revolt and led four ~ 
thousand terrorists out into the desert some time ‘- 
eles ' ug) “ ov : o mabey be a's r 
‘aul answer am a Jew, from Tareus in 
Cilicia, a citizen of no ordinary ay, Toda ates 
speak to the people.” i et 


WHaving received the, commands peri 
sion, Paul stood on the steps and then y 


crowd, When they were all silent, he said to ‘4 
2 in Aramaict; \Brothers and fathers, a 
Prhighesy ine) epee ey meaty eee 
en they hea: in 
ic, they became very quiet, t die 
Then Paul said: 1am a Jew, ane 
Cilicia, but brought up in this city. rGama 
1 was thoroughly trained in the law of our r 
and was just as zealous for God as any of /ou are 
today. 41 persecuted the followers of this Way 
their death, arresting both Lig pre i sia and 
throwing them into prison, a8 priest 
and-all the Council can testify. | even obtained 


] 


letters from them to their brothers in Damascus, 
and went there to bring these people as prisoners 


to Jerusalem to be punished. fils 
6About noon as | came near Damascus, sud- 

denly a bright light from et Ga flashed around — 

me. 71 fell to the ground and heard a see $01)" 


me, ‘Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute me’ a 
8 "Who are you, Lord? lasked, 
“1am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are per- 

secuting,’ he replied. My companions saw the — 

light, but they did not understand the voice ofhim 
who was speaking to me, Thy sere nee 
10” ‘What shall | do, Lord?’ Laskede 
“Get up,’ the Lord said, ‘and go into Damas- 
cus, There you will be told all that you have been 
assigned to do.’ !!My companions led me by the + 
hand into Damascus, because the brilliance of the _ 
light had blinded me. - 
12’"A man named Ananias came to see me. He — 
was a devout observer of the law and highly re- 
spected by all the Jews living there. 3He stood 
beside me and said, ‘Brother Saul, receive your 
sight!’ And at that very moment I was able to see 
14”Then he said: ‘The God of our fathers has 
chosen you to know his will and to see the Right’ 
eous One and to hear words from his mouth. 
15You will be his witness to all men of what you 
have seen and heard. !6And now what are you 
waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your 
sins away, calling on his name.’ r 
17”’When | returned to Jerusalem and was pray-_ 
ing at the temple, | fell into a trance !8and saw the 

Lord speaking. ‘Quick!’ he said to me. ‘Leave 

Jerusalem immediately, because they will not ac- 

cept your testimony about me.’ 

19” ‘Lord,’ | replied, ‘these men know that I 
went from one synagogue to another to imprison 


ACTS 22:20 
and beat those who believe in you. ~And when 
the blood of your martyr’ Stephen was shed, I 
stood there giving my approval and guarding the 
* clothes of those who were killing him.’ 
21’Then the Lord said to me, ‘Go; willsend you 
far away to the Gentiles.’ ” 


Paul the Roman Citizen 
2The crowd listened to Paul until he said this. 
Then they raised their voices and shouted, “Rid 
the earth of him! He’s not fit to live!” 
23As they were shouting and throwing off their 
cloaks and flinging dust into the air, the com- 
mander ordered Paul to be taken into the barracks, 
He directed that he be flogged and questioned in 
order to find out why the people were shouting at 
him like this. >As they stretched him out to flog 
him, Paul said to the centurion standing there, “Is 
it legal for you to flog a Roman citizen who hasn't 
even been found guilty?” 
26When the centurion heard this, he went to the 
commander and reported it. “What are you going 
to do?” he asked. “This man is a Roman citizen.” 
27The commander went to Paul and asked, “Tell 
me, are you a Roman citizen?” 
“Yes, lam,” he answered. 
28Then the commander said, “I had to pay a big 
price for my citizenship.” 
“But I was born a citizen,” Paul replied. 
2>Those who were about to question him with- 
drew immediately. The commander himself was 
alarmed when he realized that he had put Paul, a 
Roman citizen, in chains. 


Before the Sanhedrin 


*The next day, since the commander wanted to 
find out exactly why Paul was being accused by the 
Jews, he released him and ordered the chief priests 
and all the Sanhedrin to assemble. Then he 
brought Paul and had him stand before them. 

2 Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and 
said, ‘“My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty 
to God in all good conscience to this day.” 2At this 
the high priest Ananias ordered those standing 
near Paul to strike him on the mouth. 3Then Paul 
said to him, “God will strike you, you white- 
washed wall! You sit there to judge me according 
to the law, yet you yourself violate the law by 
commanding that I be struck!” 
4Those who were standing near Paul said, ‘You 
dare to insult God's high priest?” 
5Paul replied, ‘Brothers, I did not realize that he 
was the high priest; for it is written: ‘Do not speak 
evil about the ruler of your people.’*” 
6Then Paul, knowing that some of them were 
Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in 
the Sanhedrin, ‘My brothers, 1am a Pharisee, the 
son of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of my 
hope in the resurrection of the dead.” 7When he 
said this, a dispute broke out between the Phari- 
sees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was 
divided. ®(The Sadducees say that there is no 
resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor 


#20 Or witness *5 Exodus 22:28 


night 
and said, “Take courage! 


about me in Jerusalem, so you must 
Rome.” 


The Plot to Kill Paul : 
12The next morning the Jews formed a conspira- 
cy and bound themselves with an oath not to eat or 
drink until they had killed Paul. 13More than 
men were involved in this plot. !!They went to the 
chief priests and elders and said, “We have taken a 
solemn oath not to eat anything | e $ 
killed Paul. 1SNow then, you and the Say 
petition the commander to bring him re 
on the pretext of wanting more accurate 
tion about his case, We are ready to kill him 
he gets here.” Byer ercrtis 
l6But when the son of Paul's sister heard of this 
plot, he went into the barracks and told Paul. 
i7Then Paul called one of the centurions and 
said, “Take this young man to the commander; he 
has something to tell him.” 1850 hetookhimtothe 
commander. n a 4 
The centurion said, “Paul, the prisoner, sent for 
me and asked me to bring this young to you 
because he has something to tell you.” sy 
isThe commander took the young man by the 
hand, drew him aside and asked, “‘Whatis it you 
want to tell me?” vith SO 
20He said: “The Jews have agreed toask you to 
bring Paul before the Sanhedrin tomorrow on the 
pretext of wanting more accurate information 
about him. 2!Don’t give in to them, because more 
than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him. 
They have taken an oath not to eat or drink until) 
they have killed him. They are ready now, waiting 
for your consent to their request.’” » = 1 
2The commander dismissed the young man 
and cautioned him, ‘Don’t tell anyone that you 
have reported this to me.” rly 


ce 
a 
o 


23:6 Paul under Attack — 
Under pressure, Paul proved to be a formidable 
opponent. In this scene, he back toa priest 
who struck him on the . Using great skill, 
Paul divided his accusers by the! 2iageara 
differences between two Jewish sects, the == 
Pharisees and Sadducees (see note on 4:1). 6 
managed to arouse such intense 7 


group of 40 
until they had 


paul Transferred to Caesarea 

2Then he called two of his centurions and or- 
dered them, “Get ready a detachment of two hun- 
dred soldiers, seventy horsemen and two hundred 
spearmen’ to g° to Caesarea at nine tonight. 
4Provide mounts for Paul 
safely to Governor Felix. 

25He wrote a letter as follows: 


2eClaudius Lysias, 
To His Excellency, Governor Felix: 
Greetings. 


27This man was seized by the Jews and they 
were about to kill him, but I came with my 
troops and rescued him, for I had learned that 
he is a Roman citizen. 241 wanted to know why 
they were accusing him, so I brought him to 
their Sanhedrin. 29 found that the accusation 
had to do with questions about their law, but 
there was no charge against him that deserved 
death or imprisonment. When 1 was in- 
formed of a plot to be carried out against the 


man, I sent him to you at once. I also ordered 
his accusers to present to you their case 
against him 


31S the soldiers, carrying out their orders, took 
Paul with them during the night and brought him 
as far as Antipatris. 2The next day they let the 
cavalry go on with him, while they returned to the 
barracks, 33When the cavalry arrived in Caesarea, 
they delivered the letter to the governor and hand- 
ed Paul over to him, 4The governor read the letter 
ind asked what province he was from. Learning 
that he was from Cilicia, 35he said, “I will hear your 
case When your accusers get here.” Then he or- 
jered that Paul be kept under guard in Herod's 


palace, 
The Trial Before Felix 


Zz /, Five days later the high priest Ananias went 
4 down to Caesarea with some of the elders 
ind a lawyer named Tertullus, and they brought 
their charges against Paul before the governor. 
When Paul was called in, Tertullus presented his 
case before Felix: “We have enjoyed a long period 
of peace under you, and your foresight has 
brought about reforms in this nation. 3Everywhere 
and in every way, most excellent Felix, we ac- 
knowledge this with profound gratitude. 4But in 
order not to weary you further, | would request 
that you be kind enough to hear us briefly. 

5We have found this man to be a troublemaker, 
stirring up riots among the Jews all over the world 
He is a ringleader of the Nazarene sect ¢and even 
tried to desecrate the temple; so we seized him. 
SBy examining him yourself you will be able to 
learn the truth about all these charges we are 
bringing against him.’ 

9The Jews joined in the accusation, asserting 
that these things were true. 


#23 ‘The meaning of the Greek for this word is uncertain. 
‘But the commander. Lysias 


years you 
gladly make my defense. HYou can on 
that no more than twelve days ago i went Mp Ad’ ‘ 
Jerusalem to worship. !2My accusers did not find = : 
me arguing with anyone at \ 
up a crowd in the synagogues or anywhere else in 
the city. 3And they cannot prove to you the 
charges they are now making against me. 4How- - 
ever, | admit that | worship the God of our fathers 
as a follower of tbe iha asiied ere ee — 
believe everything t.agrees with the Law 7 
that is written in the Prophets, and | have the — 
same hope in God as these men, that there will be 
a resurrection of both the righteous and the = 
wicked, 16So I strive always to keep my conscience _ a 
clear before God and man. ved iy 
17After an absence of several years, | came to — ~ 
Jerusalem to bring my people gifts for the poorand ’ 
18] was (dean ~ 9 
when they found me in the temple ‘courts doing z 
this. There was no.crowd with me, nor was Lin- 


ofthe dead atom ' 


. 


2Then Felix, who was well acquainted with a 
Way, adjourned the proceedings. “When Lysias 
the commander comes,” he said, “I will decide 
your case.” %He ordered the centurion to keep 
Paul under guard but to give him some freedom 
and permit his friends to take care of his needs. 

Several days later Felix came with his wife 
Drusilla, who was a Jewess. He sent for Paul and 
listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ 
Jesus. 25As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self- 
control and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid 
and said, “That's enough for now! You may leave. _ ~ 
When I find it convenient, | will send for you.” 
26At the same time he was hoping that Paul would 
offer him a bribe, so he sent for him frequently and 
talked with him. 

277When two years had passed, Felix was suc- 
ceeded by Porcius Festus, but because Felix want- ~ 
ed to grant a favor to the Jews, he left Paul in 
prison. 


24:27 Left in Chains : 


even (verse 26). Recalled 

of his troubles with the Jews, Felix left Paul in 

chains for a period of two years. When the new 
ruler arrived, the controversy over Paul 


Roman 
hadn't died down. Jewish leaders immediately 
confronted Festus with their charges 


6.8 Some manuscripts hint and wanted fo judge hum according te our late. 
cine and with the ese of much force snatched him from our hands "and ondered his accusers to come before you. By 


ACTS 25:1 
The Trial Before Festus 
25 Three’days after axtiving in @iesprovincer 
Festus went up from Caesarea to Jerusalem, 
where the chief priests and Jewish leaders ap- 
peared before him and presented the charges 
against Paul. SThey urgently requested Festus, asa 
favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusa~ 
Jem, for they were preparing an ambush to kill him 
along the way. ‘Festus answered, “Paul is being 
held at Caesarea, and I myself am going there 
soon. 5Let some of your leaders come with me and 
press charges against the man there, if he has done 
anything wrong.” 

After spending eight or ten days with them, he 
went down to Caesarea, and the next day he con- 
vened the court and ordered that Paul be brought 
before him. 7When Paul appeared, the Jews who 
had come down from Jerusalem stood around 
him, bringing many serious charges against him, 
which they could not prove. 

8Then Paul made his defense: “I have done 
nothing wrong against the law of the Jews or 
against the temple or against Caesar.” 

Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to 
Paul, “Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and 
stand trial before me there on these charges?” 

10Paul answered: “I am now standing before 
Caesar's court, where I ought to be tried. I have 
not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself 
know very well. 'If, however, lam guilty of doing 
anything deserving death, I do not refuse to die. 
But if the charges brought against me by these 

Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me 
over to them. I appeal to Caesar!” 

12After Festus had conferred with his council, he 

declared: “You have appealed to Caesar. To Cae- 


sar you will go!” 


Festus Consults King Agrippa 


134 few days later King Agrippa and Bernice 
arrived at Caesarea to pay their respects to Festus. 
14Since they were spending many days there, Fes- 
tus discussed Paul's case with the king, He said: 
“There is a man here whom Felix left as a prisoner. 
15When I went to Jerusalem, the chief priests and 
elders of the Jews brought charges against himand 
asked that he be condemned. 

16] told them that it is not the Roman custom to 
hand over any man before he has faced his accus- 
ers and has had an opportunity to defend himself 
against their charges. 17When they came here with 
me, I did not delay the case, but convened the 
court the next day and ordered the man to be 
brought in. '8When his accusers got up to speak, 
they did not charge him with any of the crimes | 
had expected. !9Instead, they had some points of 
dispute with him about their own religion and 
about a dead man named Jesus who Paul claimed 
was alive. 20] was at a loss how to investigate such 
matters; so | asked if he would be willing to go to 
Jerusalem and stand trial there on these changes: 
2!When Paul made his appeal to be held over for 


#14 Or Hebrew 


So Paul motioned wituis 
defense: 2“King 


especially so bec 

all the Jewish cust 

fore, | beg you to listen to m 
4’The Jews all kno 


my own country, | 

have known me 

they are willing, 

of our religion, I lived as a‘ 
because of my hope in 
fathers that am on trial ode 


rth And tat sana tam 
reth. woAnd that just what 
sre catnecie oeeitnal aaa 
saints in prison, and when they were | 
I cast my vote against them. in 
from one 


¥, oO 
poenectte me 1 ads ou to A aa the erie solgod ve In the temple courte and teed to 
, \ 


pal 
NS rivan Laskodt: Who lly vou) Lave ny, yet 80. Fata Were anal woul ta a 
Fan fosus, whom Vole pemecu ting,” the vrent alike. Fam saying Hoth beyond the 


u 
ord foplivd WN sya t atand an your — peaphettand Moses auld wou a 
Loved tmplie’ OW ee ArT a volta the Chriaté would suffer and, te ter a} 
f 


foot | have appeared () YOU TAY VOLE YOu ae a ir 
ot have ap pearyean ot whaethy have neon of fm the: dads seuldy seein aaa 
Fwhat Ew show you. TP Wt rescue you peopleand 1 the Gentiles’ 
from vourown peaple and fron thetepiios Tam MAL this point Heats Lilal ah Paul's de- 
coatings Vou to them tty open their eyek and (ren fonwe “You are outof your mind, uit” he shoul: 
vray from darkness to Hight, and from the power — @di “Your grant learning is driving you Insane: 
of Satan to God, so that they may receive Tor ive "Tam not insane, most excellent Pestuy,”” Paul 
hess of sins ancl a place among those who are replied. “What! an saying If true and reaso: 
sanctitied by faith tn me! aebive king is familiar with these things, and} can 
So then, King Agrippa. Twas notdisobediont — speak freely to him. 1% convinced that none of 
to the vision from heaven. 2First to those th thin has escaped his notice, because it was not 
Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all done in a comer 77 King ippa, do you believe 
judea, and to the Gentiles also, | preached that the prophets? T knew you do” 
they should repent and turn to God and prove Then Agrippa said to Pail, “Do you think that 
their repentance by their deeds. 2!That is why the in duch a short time you can persuade me to bea 


- 4 


we ane 


Christian?” 
ee #Paul replied, “Short Have or ai God 
26:14 Kicking the Oxgoads that not only you but all who are to me 
The proverb comes from a sharp “goad” farmers pad tid become what | am, except for these 


used to control their oxen hitched to a plough, It h 
means something like, “You are only hurting wThe king fose, and with him the governor and 


yourself,” Bernice and those sitting with them. >! They left the 
ees § OOM, and while talking with one another, they 
’ y 


Rome at Last 
Paul finally made it to the capital—in chains _ 


From morning till evening he explained and declared to them the kingdom of God and tried to convince 
them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets. 28:23 


A’ ts records 18 speeches in all, the last three of which were delivered before a very select 
audience. Roman officials, intrigued by the most talked-about prisoner in their corner of the 
empire, brought Paul out and asked him to perform, like a trained bear. As a result of their 
inquisition, he got his long-awaited trip to Rome. 
it is hard for us today to realize how completely the city of Rome then dominated the world. 

|All roads lead to Rome” was more than a figure of speech. Like a center of gravity, the city 
attracted all the roads and commerce, all the leaders and thinkers and fortune-seekers of the 
empire. Political and military power fanned out from Rome. It was the indisputable capital of the 
world. If Christianity was to gain a foothold anywhere, it had to be in Rome. 


A Missionary in Chains 

Ironically, Paul, the greatest spokesman for the Christian faith, arrived in Rome as a prisoner. 
He was exhausted, having just survived a harrowing shi wreck. In Rome, Paul got hours of quiet 
solitude to work on fond letters to the churches he ha left behind. 

In one sense, Acts ends anticlimactically, for Luke leaves Paul's life dangling. Most scholars 
believe Paul was released from this imprisonment and expanded his ministry into new frontiers. 
Luke records nothing of this period, and nothing about the trial of Paul or his eventual fate. He 
ends with a single memory, frozen in time: Paul, confined to his house, welcoming and preaching 
to all who come 

Paul could no louger choose his audience; they had to seek him. But boldly, in the heart of 
mighty Rome, he talked of a new kingdom and a new king. Christianity had made the journey, 
and the transition, from Jerusalem to Rome. 


Life Questions: \s it better for Christianity to be popular or unpopular? 


i 


ACTS 26:32 


said, “This man is not doing anything that. de- 
serves death or imprisonment.” 
32Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have 
been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.” 
Paul Sails for Rome 
2 When it was decided that we would sail for 
Italy, Paul and some other prisoners were 
handed over to a centurion named Julius, who 
belonged to the Imperial Regiment. We boarded a 
ship from Adramyttium about to sail for ports 
along the coast of the province of Asia, and we put 
out to sea. Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thess- 
alonica, was with us. 
3The next day we landed at Sidon; and Julius, in 
kindness to Paul, allowed him to go to his friends 
so they might provide for his needs. 4From there 
we put out to sea again and passed to the lee of 
Cyprus because the winds were against us. >When 
we had sailed across the open sea off the coast of 
Cilicia and Pamphylia, we landed at Myra in Lycia. 
There the centurion found an Alexandrian ship 
sailing for Italy and put us on board. 7We made 
slow headway for many days and had difficulty 
arriving off Cnidus. When the wind did not allow 
us to hold our course, we sailed to the lee of Crete, 
opposite Salmone. 8We moved along the coast 
with difficulty and came to a place called Fair 
Havens, near the town of Lasea. 
9Much time had been lost, and sailing had al- 
ready become dangerous because by now it was 
after the Fast. So Paul warned them, 10“Men, I 
can see that our voyage is going to be disastrous 
and bring great loss to ship and cargo, and to our 
own lives also.” !1But the centurion, instead of 
listening to what Paul said, followed the advice of 
the pilot and of the owner of the ship. !2Since the 
harbor was unsuitable to winter in, the majority 
decided that we should sail on, hoping to reach 
Phoenix and winter there. This was a harbor in 
Crete, facing both southwest and northwest. 


The Storm 


13When a gentle south wind began to blow, they 
thought they had obtained what they wanted; so 
they weighed anchor and sailed along the shore of 
Crete. 4Before very long, a wind of hurricane 
force, called the “northeaster,”” swept down from 
the island. 15The ship was caught by the storm and 
could not head into the wind; so we gave way to it 
and were driven along. !6As we passed to the lee of 
a small island called Cauda, we were hardly able to 
make the lifeboat secure. !7When the men had 
hoisted it aboard, they passed ropes under the 
ship itself to hold it together. Fearing that they 
would run aground on the sandbars of Syrtis, they 
lowered the sea anchor and let the ship be driven 
along. !8We took such a violent battering from the 
storm that the next day they began to throw the 
cargo overboard. 19On the third day, they threw 
the ship's tackle overboard with their own hands. 
20When neither sun nor stars appeared for many 
days and the storm continued raging, we finally 
gave up all hope of being saved. 


*9 That is, the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) 
28 Greek twenty orguias (about 37 meters) 


962 


only the ship will be destroyed. - 

angel of the God whose I am om 
stood beside me 24and said, ‘Do not be 
Paul. You must stand trial before a 
has graciously given you the lives of all wh 
with you.’ 25So keep up your courage, m 
have faith in God that it will happen just as he to) 
me. 26Nevertheless, we must run aground on 
some island,” 


The Shipwreck 


27On the fourteenth night we were still bei 
driven across the Adriaticb Sea, when about 


for 1 


water was a hundred and twenty 
short time later they took soundings again and 
found it was ninety feetd deep. 2Fearing that we 
would be dashed against the rocks, they dropped 
four anchors from the stern and prayed for day- 
light. In an attempt to escape from the ship, the 
sailors let the lifeboat down into the sea, pretend- 


you cannot be saved.” 32So the soldiers 
ropes that held the lifeboat and pect away. 

33Just before dawn Paul urged them all | 
“For the last fourteen days,” he said, “you have 
been in constant suspense and have gone without 
food—you haven't eaten anything. 4Now I urge 
you to take some food. You need it to survive. Not 
one of you will lose a single hair from his head.” 
35After he said this, he took some bread and gave 
thanks to God in front of them all. Then he broke it 
and began to eat. They were all 
ate some food themselves. 37Altogether there were 
276 of us on board. 38When they had eaten as 
much as they wanted, they lightened the ship by 
throwing the grain into the sea. 

39When daylight came, they did not recognize 
the land, but they saw a bay with a sandy beach, 
where they decided to run the ship aground if they 
could. Cutting loose the anchors, they left them 
in the sea and at the same time untied the ropes 
that held the rudders. Then they hoisted the fore- 
sail to the wind and made for the beach. !But the 
ship struck a sandbar and ran aground. The bow 
stuck fast and would not move, and the stern was 
broken to pieces by the pounding of the surf. 

“2The soldiers planned to kill the prisoners to 
prevent any of them from swimming away and 
escaping. 43But the centurion wanted to spare 
Paul's life and kept them from out their 
plan. He ordered those who could swim to jump 
overboard first and get to land. “The rest 
get there on planks or on pieces of the 
way everyone reached land in safety. — 


27 In ancient times the name referred to an area extending well south Of Italy, 
428 Greek fifteen orguias (about 27 meters) 
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~ sealed hem “When ths had happened, 
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2 week with them. Andso 
brothers there had heard 
and they traveled as far as 

Three Taverns to 
men Paul thanked 


28:16 Time on His Hands 
Luke reports that controversy about the Christian 
sect had preceded Paul to Rome (verse 22). The 
apostle put his time of house arrest to good use, 
evangelizing all who came to see him and writing 
to the churches he had founded along the way. 
Such New Testament books as Philippians, 
Colossians, Ephesians, and Philemon came out of 
this period of protective custody, which may have 
lasted four years. 


ES 


everywhere are talking against this sect.” ; , 


numbers to the place 


2“ "Go to this people and say, 
“You will be ever hearing but never - 
understanding; 


you will be ever seeing but never Sad 


perceiving. 
For this people's heart has become calloused; 
they hardly hear with their ears, 
and they have closed their eyes. 
Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 
hear with their ears, 
understand with their hearts 
and turn, and I would heal them."¢ 
2=Therefore I want you to know that God's sal- 
vation has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will . 
listen!’> 
3XFor two whole years Paul stayed there in his 
own rented house and welcomed all who came to 
see him. 3Boldly and without hindrance he — 
preached the kingdom of God and taught about 


°28 Some manuscripts isten!™ After he said thas, the Jews left, arguing Tgorously among themselves. 


A Most Demanding Audience " 


Romans summarizes the Christian faith ~~ 


! thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported all over 
the world. 1:8 =" 
magine yourself in a college speech course. Your assignment: a brief speech on “the meaning 
of fie.” Over late-night cups of coffee, you outline the Christian faith and what it means to you. 
You devote a lot of time to this assignment—after all, this speech may be the only clear 4. 
expression of faith your classmates will ever hear. 
up the speech for your local paper? Instead of a few dozen 


But what if you were asked to write 
listeners, you would have thousands of readers. Undoubtedly, you would devote even more time 


and care to preparation. 


Letter to the Center of the World 
tet your imagination run even further. How would you react if you were asked to adapt this 
same speech for a front-page story in a newspaper? This newspaper has isticated, Ceres 
readers. In writing for them, you would meticulously pore over every word, polishing phrases ani 
making sure your thoughts were complete and well-expressed. ¢ 
You can see a similar process at work in the apostle Paul's various letters. Some of his letters 
cluster of he knew by name. Often they 


were, like a college speech, addressed to a smal 
consisted of warm, personal words of advice or even fatherly scolding. 
rful empire that ruled 


But, Romans...the very title of this book conjures up images of the powe: 
the western world. To people of Paul’s day, Rome was the center of the world in every wa: law, 
culture, power, and learning. A letter to this sophisticated audience had to be impressive indeed, 
In Romans, Paul brilliantly set down the whole scope of Christian doctrine, Which, at that time, 


was still being passed along orally from town to town. Paul wanted to convince those demanding 
readers that Christ held the answers to all of life's important questions. 
One-Volume Summary A 

@ book would you most 


People who love to read are often asked questions like this: “What on: 
a classic H 


want along if you were stranded on a deserted island?” (G.K. Chesterton reply: 
‘Thomas's Guide to Practical Shipbuilding”) \f asked the same question about a single book of 
the Bible, many Christians would choose Romans. Compact, yet all-encompassing, it summarizes 


the Christian faith 
Despite its thoroughness, however, Romans does not read like a dry book of t . Great 
in Luther, 


revivals in church history have been spawned by a study of this book. Augustine, 
and John Wesley all trace their spiritual renewals to a reading of Romans. It gives the apostle 


Paul's final answer to questions about the “meaning of life.’” . 


How to Read Romans 


Romans is a book to savor, slowly and carefully. Paul is developing an argument, and his logic 
unfolds thought by thought from the very first chapter. You may cocaine many well-known 
i 


verses in Romans; note these in their context as a part of Paul's presentation, 
Romans divides into a clear outline. Chapters 1-3 introduce the book and give the need for the 
good news of the gospel. The end of chapter 3, called the “central ical passage in the 
5 expand on that 


Bible,” compresses the core message in a brief paragraph. Chapters 4 and 
message 
Romans 6-8 discuss the working out of the gospel in a Christian’s life. Paul then pauses for 
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ent to the Old Testament history of the Jews, From there, he 
pm tical advice on specific problems (12-16), 
t 


ime and concentration to pase fully 1 HE agit 
as No equal as a concise, reaso 


three chapters (811) to Honk bis arguin 
proceeds to give 

He awill require 
claim to have “mastered” this book, But it 


Christian faith: 


PLANS FOR READING ROMANS 
PLAN 1) An Overview of Romans in 4 Days 
|} Day 1. Read 


ROMANS 1:20 


the teachings of Romans; few people woul 
le statement of the 


{ the Introduction to Romans, and then read chapter 3 as an summary 


of the whole book, Take your time as you read the end, verses 21-31. 


() Day 2. Read of Paul's struggles ag 
I) Day 4. Paul concludes this great sec 


mensage of chapter 8. 


ainst sin inch 


ey 7. 
tion on the Christian life with the triumphant 


() Day 4, Paul gets practical toward the end of the book. Read his direct instructions 


on how to live in chapter 12. 


PLAN 2; All of Romans in 14 Days 
o1ibo20 sepat sueO70e8090 100 11.0 12-1310 140) 15-16 


ener ee 


Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an 
apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 
the gospel he promised beforehand through his 
prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3regarding his 
Son, whoas to his human nature was a descendant 
of David, 4and who through the Spirit of holiness, 
was declared with power to be the Son of God? by 
his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 5Through him and for his name’s sake, we 
received grace and apostleship to call people from 
among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes 
from faith. And you also are among those who are 
called to Lelong to Jesus Christ 


“To all in Rome who are loved by God and called 
to be saints 


Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Paul's Longing to Visit Rome 


8First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for 
all of you, because your faith is being reported all 
over the world. 9%God, whom | serve with my 
whole heart in preaching the gospel of his Son, is 
my witness how constantly I remember you !in 
my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last 
by God’s will the way may be opened for me to 
come to you 
11] Jong to see you so that I may impart to you 
some spiritual gift to make you strong— 12that is, 
that you and | may be mutually encouraged by 
each other's faith. 131 do not want you to be un- 
aware, brothers, that | planned many times to 
come to you (but have been prevented from doing 
so until now) in order that I might have a harvest 


#4 Or who as to his spirit 


4 Or was appointed to be the Son of God with power 


among you, just as I have had among the other ~ 
Gentiles. ; 

14] am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, 
both to the wise and the foolish. 'SThat is why lam. 
so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at 
Rome. 

16] am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is. 
the power of God for the salvation of everyone 
who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
\7For in the gospel a righteousness from God is 
revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first 
to last,¢ just as it is written: “The righteous will 
live by faith."¢ 


God’s Wrath Against Mankind 


18The wrath of God is being revealed from 
heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness 
of men who suppress the truth by their wicked- 
ness, 19since what may be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has made it plain to 
them. 20For since the creation of the world God's 
invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine 


4 
1:17 Luther’s Gateway to 

Heaven ‘ 

Verses 16-17, a capsule summary of Paul’s message 
to the Romans, changed Martin Luther forever. 
After he finally understood the phrase _ 
“righteousness from God,” Luther said, 
“Thereupon | felt myself to be reborn and to have 
gone through open doors into paradise. The whole 
of Scripture took on a new meaning. .. . This 
passage of Paul became to me a gateway to 
heaven.” 


LT 


<17 Or is from faith tofaith 417 Hab. 24 


ROMANS 1:21 


nature—have been clearly seen, being understood 
from what has been made, so that men are without 
excuse. 
21For although they knew God, they neither 
glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but 
their thinking became futile and their foolish 
hearts were darkened, 22Although they claimed to 
be wise, they became fools 23and exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for images made to look 
like mortal man and birds and animals and rep- 
tiles. 
24Therefore God gave them over in the sinful 
desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the 
degrading of their bodies with one another. They 
exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and wor- 
shiped and served created things rather than the 
Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 
26Because of this, God gave them over to shame- 
ful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural 
relations for unnatural ones. 27In the same way the 
men also abandoned natural relations with women 
and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men 
committed indecent acts with other men, and re- 
ceived in themselves the due penalty for their per- 
version. 
28Furthermore, since they did not think it worth- 
while to retain the knowledge of God, he gave 
them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought 
not to be done. 29They have become filled with 
every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravi- 
ty, They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and 
malice. They are gossips, %0slanderers, God-hat- 
ers, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent 
ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 
3lthey are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 
32A though they know God's righteous decree that 
those who do such things deserve death, they not 
only continue to do these very things but also 
approve of those who practice them. 


God’s Righteous Judgment 


You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass 
judgment on someone else, for at whatever 
point you judge the other, you are condemning 
yourself, because you who pass judgment do the 
same things. 2Now we know that God's judgment 
against those who do such things is based on 
truth, 350 when you, a mere man, pass judgment 
on them and yet do the same things, do you think 
you will escape God's judgment? 4Or do you show 
contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance 
and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness 
leads you toward repentance? 
5But because of your stubbornness and your un- 
repentant heart, you are storing up wrath against 
yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his 
righteous judgment will be revealed. 6God “will 
give to each person according to what he has 
done.“ 7To those who by persistence in doing 
good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will 
give eternal life. 8But for those who are self-seek- 
ing and who reject the truth and follow evil, there 
will be wrath and anger. *There will be trouble and 
distress for every human being who does evil: first 


“6 Psalen 62:12; Prov, 24:12 


*24 Isaiah 52:5; Ezek. 36:22 
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for the Jew, then for the Gentile; 1% 
and peace for everyone who does 
the Jew, then for the Gentile. !!For God 
show favoritism, f 

12AIl who sin apart from the law will also peri 
apart from the law, and all who sin under the law 
will be judged by the law, 13For it is not those w 
hear the law who are righteous in God's sight,but 
it is those who obey the law who will be declared 
righteous. (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not 
have the law, do by nature things required by the 
law, they are a law for themselves, even though 
they do not have the law, 15since they show that 
the requirements of the law are written on their __ 
hearts, their consciences also bearing a 
their thoughts now accusing, now 
them.) 16This will take place on the day when God 
will judge men’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as 
my gospel declares. 
The Jews and the Law 

17Now you, if you call yourself a Jew; if you rely 
on the law and brag about your relationship to 
God; !8if you know his will and approve of what is 
superior because you are instructed by the law; !if 
you are convinced that you are a guide for the 
blind, a light for those who are in the dark, %an 


knowledge and truth— 2lyou, then, who teach 
others, do you not teach yourself? You who preach 
against stealing, do you steal? 2You who say that 
people should not commit adultery, do you com- 
mit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob 
temples? 23You who brag about the law, do you 
dishonor God by breaking the law? 24As it is writ- 
ten: “God's name is blasphemed among the Gen- 
tiles because of you.”’6 

Circumcision has value if you observe the law, 
but if you break the law, you have become as 
though you had not been circumcised. 2If those 
who are not circumcised keep the law's re- 
quirements, will they not be regarded as 
they were circumcised? 27The one who is not cir- 
cumcised physically and yet obeys the law will 
condemn you who, even though you have thee 
written code and circumcision, are a lawbreaker. 

28A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, 
nor is circumcision merely outward and physical. 
29No, a man is a Jew if he is one 5 and 
circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the 
Spirit, not by the written code. Such a man’s praise 
is not from men, but from,.God. 


God's Faithfulness 
What advantage, then, is there in being a Jew, 
or what value is there in circumcision? 2Much 
in every way! First of all, they have been entrusted 
with the very words of God. 
3What if some did not have faith? Will their lack 
of faith nullify God’s faithfulness? 4Not at all! Let 
God be true, and every man a liar. As it is written: 


“So that you may be proved right when you 
speak 


27 Or who, by means of @ 


and prevail when you judge.’”* 

SBut if our unrighteousness brings out God’s 
righteousness more clearly, what shall we say? 
That God is unjust in bringing his wrath on us? (I 
am using a human argument.) 6Certainly not! If 
that were so, how could God judge the world? 
7Someone might argue, “If my falsehood enhances 
God's truthfulness and so increases his glory, why 
am [still condemned as a sinner?” SWhy not say— 
as we are being slanderously reported as saying 
and as some claim that we say—‘Let us do evil 
that good may result”? Their condemnation is de- 
served 


No One Is Righteous 


°What shall we conclude then? Are we any bet- 
ter? Not at all! We have already made the charge 
that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin. As 
it is written: 


‘There is no one righteous, not even one; 
11 there is no one who understands, 
no one who seeks God. 
12A Il have turned away, 
they have together become worthless; 
there is no one who does good, 
not even one.” 
13’Their throats are open graves; 
their tongues practice deceit.'"4 
The poison of vipers is on their lips.’ 
14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and 
bitterness. “f 
15’ Their feet are Swift to shed blood; 
16 ruin and misery mark their ways, 
\7and the way of peace they do not know.”’s 
8 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.’ 


19Now we know that whatever the law says, it 
says to those who are under the law, so that every 
mouth may be silenced and the whole world held 
accountable to God. 20Therefore no one will be 
declared righteous in his sight by observing the 
law; rather, through the law we become conscious 
of sin 


—_—_$_—_—_$_— ——— 


3:10 Need for a Cure 

If a doctor announced, in an excited voice, a cure 
for the Paraguayan flu, who would notice? For his 
discovery to impress us so deeply that we would 
seek vaccination, he would first need to prove the 
terrible danger of the unknown virus. 

Paul’s message in Romans is the great news 
about God's amazing grace: a complete cure is 
available to all. But people won’t seek a cure until 
they know they are ill. Thus, Romans begins with 
one of the darkest descriptions in the Bible. Paul 
concludes, “There is no one righteous, not even 
one” (3:10). The entire world is doomed to 
spiritual death unless a cure can be found. 


a 


967 ROMANS 4:12 

Righteousness Through Faith = 
21But now a righteousness from’ 
law, has been made known, to which the Law 
the Prophets testify. 22This righteousness 
God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe. There is no difference, for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are 
justified freely by his grace through redemp- 
tion that came by Christ Jesus. presented 
him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in 
his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, 
because in his forbearance he had left the sins 
committed beforehand unpunished— ?6he did it to 
demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to 
be just and the one who justifies those who have 
faith in Jesus. 
27Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On 

what principle? On that of observing the law? No, 
but on that of faith. 28For we maintain that a man is_ 
justified by faith apart from observing the law. “Is 
God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of 
Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, since there is 
only one God, who will justify the circumcised by 
faith and the uncircumcised through that same 
faith. 3!Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? 
Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law. 


Abraham Justified by Faith 


What then ‘shall we say that Abraham, our 
forefather, discovered in this matter? 2If, in 
fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had 
something to boast about—but not before God. 
3What does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed 
God, and it was credited to him as righteous- 
ness."/ 
4Now when a man works, his wages are not 
credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. 
5However, to the man who does not work but 
trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is 
credited as righteousness. David says the same 
thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the 
man to whom God credits righteousness apart 
from works: 


7Blessed are they 
whose transgressions are forgiven, 
whose sins are covered. 
8Blessed is the man 
whose sin the Lord will never count against 
him." 
91s this blessedness only for the circumcised, or 
also for the uncircumcised? We have been saying 
that Abraham’s faith was credited to him as right 
eousness. !0Under what circumstances was it cred- 
ited? Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It 
was not after, but before! !!And he received the 
sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness 
that he had by faith while he was still uncircum- 
cised. So then, he is the father of all who believe 
but have not been circumcised, in order that right- 
eousness might be credited to them. !2And he is 
also the father of the circumcised who not only are 


°4 Psalm 51:4 *9 Or worse 12 Psalms 14:1-3; 53:1-3; Eccles. 7:20 413 Psalm 5:9 13 Psalm .140;3 
‘14 Psalm 10:7 #17 Isaiah 59-7,8 "18 Psalm 36:1 25 Or as the one who would turn aside his wrath, taking away sit 


3 Gen. 15:6; also in verse 22 “8 Psalm 32:1,2 


A Modern Peace Child hi 
God spans the gulf \ ; + 


oe man someone t lie dare 2 


Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though fora goo. 
ile we were yet sinners, Christ died for 


to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: WI 
us. 5:7-8 
on Richardson spent several frustrating years among the Sawi tribe in New Guinea. He had 
isUmissionary, hoping to bring the Christian message to 


D come from America as an anion oree 
a nearly stone-age tribe. But his message kept colliding with the tribe’s unusual ati see a 
leceit as < 


Christian values of love and forgiveness had no appeal to the Sawi, for they held up 
the highest virtue. They saw no reason to change their patterns of pel and cannibalism. In fact, 
their interest: the story 


when Richardson told them the story of Jesus, only one incident spark 
of Judas’s betrayal! To the Sawi, Judas was a genuine hero; he had shrewdly penetrated the 


trusted inner circle of disciples before turning against Jesus. 


A Mysterious Ceremony 
Every time Richardson tried to share Christ with the Sawi, the attempt miscarried. Finally, ‘eb qr 


watching the fourteenth bloody battle fought outside his home, Richardson reached the end of his 
patience. How could he ever break through to such violent people? He decided to leave New 


Guinea, despite the Sawi’s pleas that he stay. 
Just before Richardson left, the Sawi and their deadly enemies, the Haenam tribe, staged an 
elaborate ceremony in front of his home, It was their final effort to convince the missionary to 


stay 

The entire village gathered to watch the event. All were silent except the Sawi chief's wife. She 
screamed loudly as the chief seized their six-month-old baby from her arms and held him high in 
the air. The chief then carried his son to the enemy chief and gave him to his enemies. A member 
of the tribe explained to Richardson that the Haenam tribe would rename the baby and rear him 


as one of its own. 
Breakthrough 

Richardson knew that no Sawi could be fully trusted, since any action might be part of an 
elaborate deception. But that memorable day he learned of the one great exception: the peace 
child. A chief's giving his own son to his enemies—that profound, painful act would overcome all 
suspicion. By mutual agreement, as long as the peace child lived, no wars could be fought 


between the two tribes. 
Something clicked in Don Richardson's mind as he watched the spectacle. At last he had found 
an analogy—a parallel story—built into the Sawi’s culture that could convey the message of a 
forgiving God. He gathered members of the tribe around him and, with a pounding heart and dry 
throat, told them ot God's peace child. God had sent his own Son, Jesus, to live among enemies, 


to make peace with humankind. 
A Key Passage 

Perhaps Paul felt that same pounding heart and dry throat as he presented in 11 concise verses, 
Romans 3:21-31, the meaning of God's offering of his peace child Jesus. The first part of Romans 
spelled out the vast gulf between God and people. Now Paul describes how God spanned this 


gulf. Some have called this section “the central theological passage in the Bible.” 
After stating the facts, Paul backs them up with historical proofs in chapters 4 and 5. Keeping 
his Jewish audience in mind, Paul supports his concepts by citing Abraham, Moses, and even 


Adam. 

Christ’s death, says Paul, was not a new idea, an addition to the Old Testament law. Rather, it 
was the completion of the law, what the Old Testament implied and foreshadowed. Like the Sawi, 
the Jewish culture had its own “redemptive analogies”; and they all found true fulfillment in Jesus’ 


Christ 
Life Questions: Have you ever felt far from God? Does Romans 3-5 say anything that might help during 


those times? 
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circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of 
the faith that our father Abraham had before he 
was circumcised 
13} was not through law that Abraham and his 
offspring received the promise that he would be 
heir of the world, but through the righteousness 
that comes by faith. “For if those who live by law 
are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is 
worthless, !because law brings wrath, And where 
there is no law there is no transgression 
16Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that 
it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all 
Abraham’s offspring-—not only to those who are of 
the law but also to those who are of the faith of 
Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17As itis writ- 
ten: “L have made you a father of many nations.’ 
He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he 
believed—the God who gives life to the dead and 
calls things that are not as though they were. 
i8Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed 
and so became the father of many nations, just as it 
had been said to him, “So shall your offspring, 
be.) 8Without weakening in his faith, he faced 
the fact that his body was as good as dead—since 
he was about a hundred years old—and that Sar- 
ah’s womb was also dead. 20Yet he did not waver 
through unbelief regarding the promise of God, 
but was strengthened in his faithand gave glory to 
God, 2!being fully persuaded that God had power 
to do what he had promised. 22This is why “it was 
credited to him as righteousness.” 3The words “it 
jited to him” were written not for him 
alone ut also for us, to whom God will credit 
righteousness—for us who believe in him who. 
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was 
delivered over to death for our sins and was raised 
to life for our justification 


was cre 


Peace and Joy 


Therefore, since we have been justified 
5 through faith, wee have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we 
have gained access by faith into this grace in which 
we now stand. And we® rejoice in the hope of the 
glory of God. 4Not only so, but wee also rejoice in 
our sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; 
and character, hope. 5And hope does not disap- 
point us, because God has poured out his love into 
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4:13 How to Please God 

Paul goes to great lengths in chapter 4 to make a 
theological point. He traces the Jewish heritage 
back to Abraham, who lived hundreds of years 
before Moses and the Old Testament law. 
Abraham, says Paul, pleased God exactly as we do: 
through faith. The Old Testament law was never 
meant to bridge the gap between God and people. 
Only Jesus Christ could do that. Paul stresses that 
the law was given not to bring about redemption, 
but to point up the need for it (5:20). 


ee 
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ROMANS 6:4 
our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given 
us. w Uvee nt tte dt 

6You see, at just the right time, when we were — 
still powerless, Cnrist died for the ungodly. 7Very — 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though 
for a good man someone might possibly dare to 
die. ‘But God demonstrates his own love for us in’ 
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

9%Since we have now been justified by his blood, 
how much more shall we be saved: from God's. 
wrath through him! !0For if, when we were God’s 
enemies, we were reconciled to him through the 
death of his Son, how much more; having been 
reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 
lNot only is this so, but we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received reconciliation. 


Death Through Adam, Life Through Christ 
12Therefore, just as sin entered the world 
through one man, and death through sin, and in 
this way death came to all men, because all sinned 
—13for before the law was given, sin was in the 
world, But sin is not taken into account when there 
is no law. \4Nevertheless, death reigned from the 
time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over 
those who did not sin by breaking a command, as 
did Adam, who was.a pattern of the one to come. 
IsBut the gift is not like the trespass. For if the 
many died by the trespass of the one man, how 
much more did God’s grace and the gift that came 
by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow 
to the many! !6Again, the gift of God is not like the 
result of the one man’s sin: The judgment followed 
one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift 
followed many trespasses and brought justifica- 


tion. 17For if, by the trespass of the one man, death _ 


reigned through that one man, how much more 
will those who receive God’s abundant provision 
of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life 
through the one man, Jesus Christ, 

18Consequently, just as the result of one tres- 
pass was condemnation for all men, so also the 
result of one act of righteousness was justification. 
that brings life forall men. 19For just as through the 
disobedience of the one man the many were made 
sinners, so also through the obedience of the one 
man the many will be made righteous. 

20The law was added so that the trespass might 
increase. But where sin increased, grace increased 
all the more, 2!so that, just as sin reigned in death, 
so also grace might reign through righteousness to 
bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Dead to Sin, Alive in Christ 


What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sin- 

ning so that grace may increase? 2By no means! 
We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 
30r don’t you know that all of us who were bap- 
tized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? 4We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 
of the Father, we too may live a new life. 


> 
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ROMANS 6:5 


Sif we have been united with him like this in his 
death, we will certainly also be united with him in 
his resurrection. ‘For we know that our old self 
was crucified with him so that the body of sin 
might be done away with, that we should no 
longer be slaves to sin— 7because anyone who has 
died has been freed from sin. 

‘Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him, 9For we know that since 
Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die 
again; death no longer has mastery over him. 
‘The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but 
the life he lives, he lives to God. 

UIn the same way, count yourselves dead to sin 
but alive to God in Christ Jesus. !2Therefore do not 
let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey 
its evil desires. |5Do not offer the parts of your 
body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but 
rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have 
been brought from death to life; and offer the parts 

of your body to him as instruments of righteous- 
ness. '¥For sin shall not be your master, because 
you are not under law, but under grace. 


Slaves to Righteousness 


What then? Shall we sin because we are not 
under law but under grace? By no means! 16Don‘t 
you know that when you offer yourselves to some- 
one to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one 
whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, 
which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads 
to righteousness? !7But thanks be to God that, 
though you used to be slaves to sin, you whole- 
heartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which 
you were entrusted. 18You have been set free from 
sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 

‘9] put this in human terms because you are 
weak in your natural selves. Just as you used to 
offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity 
and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer 
them in slavery to righteousness leading to holi- 

ness. When you were slaves to sin, you were free 
from the control of righteousness. 2!What benefit 
did you reap at that time from the things you are 
now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 
=But now that you have been set free from sin and 
have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap 
leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 3For 
the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


6:1 More Sin, More Forgiveness? 
Paul often uses this writing technique: he pauses in 
the middle of an argument to answer objections or 
questions that may be occurring to the reader. 
Some people have actually reached the conclusion 
that horrifies Paul in this passage. The Russian 
monk Rasputin, for example, concluded, “I'll sin 
more to earn more forgiveness.” He lived a bizarre 
life of immorality. 
———____.__...i.—.. 


tbe rendered powerless 


*23 Or through 


970 ‘ 


«5 Or the flesh; also in verse 25 


An Illustration From Marriage — 
Do you not know, brothers—for Lam 
to men who know the law—that-the 

authority over a man only as long as he lives? 

example, by law a married woman is ito. 
husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband _ 
dies, she is released from the law of marriage. 3So_ 
then, if she marries another man while her hus- 
band is still alive, she is called an adulteress, But if 
her husband dies, she is released from that law 
and is not an adulteress, even though she marries 
another man. ‘ 

4So, my brothers, you also died to the law 
through the body of Christ, that you might plone, 
to another, to him who was raised from the dead, 
in order that we might bear fruit to God. 5For when 
we were controlled by the sinful nature, the sin- 
ful passions aroused by the law were at work in 
our bodies, so that we bore fruit for death. 6But 
now, by dying to what once bound us, we have 
been released from the law so that we serve in the 
new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the" 
written code. 


Struggling With Sin 

7What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Cer- 
tainly not! Indeed I would not have known what 
sin was except through the law. For I would not 
have known what coveting really was if the law 
had not said, “Do not covet,’¢ 8But sin, seizing 
the opportunity afforded by the commandment, 
produced in me every kind of covetous desire. For 
apart from law, sin is dead. 9Once I was alive apart 
from law; but when the commandment came, sin 
sprang to life and I died. 19 found that the very 
commandment that was intended to bring life ac- 
tually brought death. !For sin, seizing the oppor- 
tunity afforded by the commandment, deceived 
me, and through the commandment put me to 
death. !2So then, the law is holy, and the com- 
mandment is holy, righteous and good. ? 

13Did that which is good, then, become death to 
me? By no means! But in order that sin might be 
recognized as sin, it produced death in me through 
what was good, so that through the command- 
ment sin might become utterly sinful. 

14We know that the law is spiritual; but I am 
unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 151 do not under- 
stand what I do. For what I want to doI do not do, 
but what I hate I do. 16And if I do what I do not 
want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17As it is, 
it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living 
in me. !8I know that nothing good lives in me, that 
is, in my sinful nature.¢ For I have the desire to do 
what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19For what 
I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil | do 
not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20Now if ldo 
what! do not want to do, itis no longer who doit, 
but it is sin living in me that does it. ‘ 

21So I find this law at work: When I want to do 
good, evil is right there with me. 22For in my inner 
being I delight in God’s law; 3but I see another law 
at work in the members of my body, waging war 


47 Exodus 20:17; Deut. 5:21 


against the law of my mind and making me a 
prisoner of the law of sin at work within my mem- 
bers. 4What a wretched man I am! Who will res- 
cue me from this body of death? Thanks be to 
God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

So then, I myself in my mind ama slave to God's 
law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of 


sin 
Life Through the Spirit 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for 

those who are in Christ Jesus,* 2because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set 
me free from the law of sin and death. 3For what 
the law was powerless to do in that it was weak- 
ened by the sinful nature,’ God did by sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin 
offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful 
man,‘ 4in order that the righteous requirements of 
the law might be fully met in us, who do not live 
according to the sinful nature but according to the 
Spirit 
‘Those who live according to the sinful nature 
have their minds set on what that nature desires; 


+1 Some later manuscripts Jesus, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. 


5, 8,9, 12 and 13 3 Or man, for sin 43 Or inthe flesh 


6The mind of sinful mane is death, pairing ent 


controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7the sinful 
mind/ is nthe to God. It does not submit to 
God's law, nor can it do so. ®Those controlled by - 
the sinful nature cannot please God. & at 

%You, however, are controlled not by the sinful — 
nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in 
you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of 
Christ, he does not belong to Christ. !But if Christ — 
is in you, your body is dead because of sin, 
your spirit is alive because of righteousness. And 
if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
is living in you, he who raised Christ from the 
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through his Spirit, who lives in you. 

Therefore, brothers, we have an 
but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to 
it. 13For if you live according to the sinful nature, 
you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 4because 
thosewho are led by the Spirit of God are sons of 
God. 15For you did not receive a spirit that makes 

3. Or the flesh; also in verses 4, 
'7 Or the mind set ont the flesh 


4 


6 Or mind set on the flesh 


Inner Struggles 7 
Paul wanted to do right, but failed 


So | find this law at work: When | want to do good, evil is right there with me. 7:21 


hs first part of Romars paints a grand picture of God's grace and forgiveness, so pis that 
sin, the 


Paul opens himself up to some tricky questions. Someone might say: “The more 
more opportunity God has to forgive me, right? Then | can live any way | want!’ 
'n chapter 6, Paul reacts to the “Now | have an excuse to sin’ line of thinking with shock and 


outrage. And then he turns to practical issues in the Christian life. Why is it that somehow even 


the best Christians keep on sinning? Does God forgive every sin, 


happens when we become Christians? Do we change or don’t we? 


Illustrations from Life 


To explain how the Christian life works, Paul uses three analo; 
Each reveals something about the forces at work inside a Christian, and the three together offer an 


ever-deepening view of the new relationship of freedom in Christ. 


The very best illustration of the Christian life. 


, though, is a believer who bares personal 


struggles. And in chapter 7 Paul offers himself as an example of the struggle involved when an 
imperfect person commits himself to a perfect God. Paul admits his own anguish and despair at 
failing even when he has good intentions (7:7-25). Any Christian who wonders, “How can | ever 
get rid of my nagging sins?” will find comfort in Paul's frank confession in chapter 7. - 


A Final Answer One Day 


Then, like a gust of fresh air, chapter 8 follows with one of the most hopeful in the 
Bible. The Holy Spirit is its theme, and Paul defines the Spirit’s role in our lives. The o 
alongside us as we relate to God, even praying for us when we don’t know what to 


(8:26). 


Mainly, the Spirit teaches us the full benefits of being a child of God. 

The inner conflict won't disappear completely yet, says Paul, for we are part of a “groaning,” 
imperfect creation (8:18-25). But one day all of creation will made perfect again, 
ultimate victory should assure us that nothing can ever separate us from God's love (8:38-39). 


Life Questions: With which chapter do you identify more closely, Romans 7 or 8? 


, No matter how bad? What really 


gies: death, slavery, and marriage. 


irit works 


ROMANS 8:16 
you a slave again to fear, but you received the 
Spint of sonship.« And by him we cry, “Abba, 
Father.” 1éThe Spirit himself testifies with our 
spirit that we are God's children. 17Now if we are 
children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co- 
heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his suffer- 
ings in order that we may also share in his glory. 


Future Glory 


into the glorious freedom of the children of God, 
2We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to 
the present time. 23Not only so, but we ourselves, 
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan in- 
wardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our bodies., *4For in this 
hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no 
hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 
25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we 
wait for it patiently. 
26In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray 
for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 
groans that words cannot express. 27And he who 
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in 
accordance with God’s will. 


More Than Conquerors 


28And we know that inall'things God works for 
the good of those who love him,4-whor have been 
called according to his purpose. 2’For those God 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the likeness of his Son, that he might be the first- 
born among many brothers. #And those he 
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also 
justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

s1What, then, shall we say in response to this? If 
God is for us, who can be against us? He who did 
not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all— 
how will he not also, along with him, graciously 
give us all things? Who will bring any charge 


————_——— 


8:28 Only Good Things? 

This famous verse is often misquoted or stretched 
to mean more than it says. It should be read along 
with the next two paragraphs. Paul doesn’t promise 
that only good, or pleasurable, things will come to 
the Christian. What he does say is that even the 
difficult experiences described in verses 35-39 can 
be used in God's overall plan for good. And 
nothing can separate us from the love of God. 


Aramaic for Father 
ur good to those whe lowe God 
mi 44:22 638 Or nor heavenly rulers 


ver all be forever praised Gen, 21,12 


20.21 Or sutyected ut in hope “For 
2 Or works fogether weth those who lowe him to bring about * 
"5 Or Christ, who ts ever all. God be forever praised! Or’ 
9 Gen, 18:10,14 


covenants, the receiving of the la mple 
worship and the promises. 5Theirs are the pa- 
triarchs, and from them is traced the human ances- 
try of Christ, who is God over all, forever 
praised!) Amen. ! 
‘lt is not as though Gods word had failed, For 
not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 
7Nor because they are his descendants are they all 
Abraham's children. On the contrary, “It is 
through Isaac that your will be reck- 
oned.”’ §In other words, it is not tural chil- 
dren who are God's children, but it is yrs ao 
of the promise who are regarded as a bie 
offspring. %For this was how the promise was 
stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and 
Sarah will have a son." ts 
Not only that, but Rebekah’s children: rn 
and the same father, our father Isaac. 'Yet, 
the twins were born or had done anything good or 
bad—in order that God’s purpose in election 
might stand: not by works but by him who calls 
—she was told, “The older will serve the 
ger.”« 13Just as it is written; “Jacob 1 but 
Esau I hated.”! 
l4What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at 
all! 5For he says: to Moses, . 
“{ will have mercy on whom I hav® mercy, 
and I will have compassion on whom | have _ 
compassion.”""" ral 


tlt does not, therefore, depend on man's desire or 
effort, but on God's mercy. !7For the Scripture says _ 
to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very 


428 Some manuscripts And we: . 


ii Gen 2523, 1) Mal 12,3. 15 Sao aa 


that I might display my power in you and that my 
name might be proclaimed jn all the earth.’ 
18Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to 
have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to 
harden 
19One of you will say to me: “Then why does 
God still blame us? For who resists his will?” 20But 
who are you, O man, to talk back to God? “Shall 
what is formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why did 
you make me like this?’ > 2!Does not the potter 
have the right to make out of the same lump of clay 
some pottery for noble purposes and some for 
common use? 
2What if God, choosing to show his wrath and 
make his power known, bore with great patience 
the objects of his wrath—prepared for destruc- 
tion? 23What if he did this to make the riches of his 
glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he 
prepared in advance for glory— 24even us, whom 
he also called, not only from the Jews but also from 
the Gentiles? 25As he says in Hosea: 
“| will call them ‘my people’ who are not my 
people; 
and I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not 
my loved one,’ 
and, 
‘It will happen that in the very place where it 
was said to them, 
“You are not my people,’ 
they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’ ’¢ 


27Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: 


“Though the number of the Israelites be like 
the sand by the sea, 
only the remnant will be saved. 
24For the Lord will carry out 
his sentence on earth with speed and 
finality."" 


24{t is just as Isaiah said previously: 


“Unless the Lord Almighty 
had left us descendants, 
we would have become like Sodom, 
we would have been like Gomorrah.” 


Israel’s Unbelief 


“What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, 
who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained 
it, a righteousness that is by faith; 3!but Israel, who 
pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained 
it. 2Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith 
but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the 
stumbling stone.” 33As it is written: 


“See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to 
stumble 
and a rock that makes them fall, 
and the one who trusts in him will never be 
put to shame."’s 
10 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to 
God for the Israelites is that they may be 
saved. For | can testify about them that they are 


Exodus 916 0 Isaiah 29:16; 45:9 25 Hosea 2:23 
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zealous for’God, but their zeal is not based on, 
knowledge. 3Since they did not know the right 
eousness that comes from God and sought 
establish their own, they did not submit to God’s 
righteousness. ‘Christ is the end of the law so that 
there may be'righteousness for who be- 
lieves. ‘ , 
5Moses describes in this way the righteousness 
that is by the law: “The man who does tl bite 4 
will live by them,” 6But the righteousness that 
by faith says: ‘Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will 
ascend into heaven?’’” (that is, to bring Christ 
down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the deep?) ” 
(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). §But 
what does it say? The word is near you; it is in 
your mouth and in your heart,’’s that is, the word 
of faith we are aiming: That if you confess 
with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in 
your heart that God him from the dead, you ~ 
will be saved. !0For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth 
that you confess and are saved. !!As the Scripture 
says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put 
to shame.”! 12For there is no difference between 
Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and 
richly all who call on him, "for, “Everyone 
who m the name of the Lord will be saved,’ 
14How, then, can they call on the one they have 
not believed in? And how can they believe in the 
one of whom they have not heard? And how can 
they hear without someone preaching to them? 
15And how can they preach unless they are sent? 
As it is written, “How beautiful are | 
those who bring good news!" 
16But not all the Israelites accepted the good 
news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed 
our message?’’? !7Consequently, faith comes from 
hearing the message, and the message is heard 
through the word of Christ. 18But I ask: Did they 
not hear? Of course they did: 


“Their voice has gone out into all the earth, 
their words to the ends of the world.“ 


‘Again | ask: Did Israel not understand? First, 
Moses says, 3 


“1 will make you envious by those who are not 
a nation; 


I will make you angry by a nation that has 
no understanding,’"4 


20And Isaiah boldly says, 


“| was found by those who did not seek me; 
I revealed myself to those who did not ask 
for me.’’r 


21But concerning Israel he says, 


“All day long I have held out my hands 
to a disobedient and obstinate people.’’s 


The Remnant of Israel 


11 1 ask then: Did God reject his people? By no 
means! I am an Israelite myself, a descend- 
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INSIGHT 


spe! What is good news for her is seen as bad news by the 
stians can melt down the wails of suspicion and hostility. 


wed through such an expenence can 
res own race, the Jews, were rejecting the gospel he hi 


Can God Be Trusted? 


He couldn't rest unt he linked the brilliant theology set forth 
and tuture activity among the Jews. 
ons: Romans 9-11 explains how God worked with 


firstfruits is holy. then the whole batch is holy; if 
the root is holy, So. are the branches. 

Wit some of the branches have been broken off, 
and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been 
grafted in among the others and now share in the 
nourishing sap from the olive root, do not boast 
over those branches. If you do, consider this: You 


18You will say then, “ 
that | could be grafted in.” 2Granted. But they 
were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand 
by faith. Do not be arrogant, but be afraid. 2!For if 
God did not spare the natural branches, he will not 


of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness 
to you, provided that you continue in his kind- 
ness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. 3And if 
they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted 
in. for God is able to graft them in again. 24After 
all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild 
by nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into 
a cultivated olive tree, how much more readily will 
these, the natural branches, be grafted into their 
own olive tree! 


All Israel Will Be Saved 


25] do not want you to be ignorant of this mys- 
tery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: 
Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the 
full number of the Gentiles has come in. 26And so 
all Israel will be saved, as it is written: 


‘The deliverer will come from Zion; 
he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. 
27And this is? my covenant with them 
when I take away their sins.’ 


28As far as the gospel is concerned, they are 
enemies on your account; but as far as election is 
concerned, they are loved on account of the pa- 
triarchs, for God's gifts and his call are irrevoca- 
ble. Just as you who were at one time disobedient 
to God have now received mercy asa result of their 
disobedience, 3!so they too have now become 
disobedient in order that they too may now* re- 
ceive mercy asa result of God’s mercy to you. 2For 
God has bound all men over to disobedience so 
that he may have mercy on them all. 


Doxology 


130h, the depth of the riches of the wisdom 
andé knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable his judgments, 

and his paths beyond tracing out! 
44”Who has known the mind of the Lord? 

Or who has been his counselor?”¢ 
35’"Who has ever given to God, 

that God should repay him?’’f 


%For from him and through him and to him are 
all things. 
427 Or will be 27 Isaiah 59:20,21; 27:9; Jer, 31-33,34 
*wisdom and the 34 Isaiah 40:13 135 Job 41:11 
menval work 19 Deut, 32.35 420 Prov. 25:21,22 


31 Some manuscripts do not have now. 
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12 Therefore, | urge you, brothers, \n 
God's mercy, to offer 
sacrifices, holy and 
spirituals act of worship. 
longer to the pattern of this world, but be trams: © 
formed by the renewing of your mind, Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God's will 
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will, 

3For by the grace given me I say rocaye poet 
you: Do not think of yourself more highly yyou 
ought, but rather think ‘of yourself with sober 
judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith 


who are many form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. ¢We have different gifts, 
according to the grace given us, Ifa man’s gift is 
prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his! 
faith. 7If itis serving, let him serve; ifitis teaching, 
let him teach; Sif it is encouraging, Jet him encour- 
age; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let 
him give generously; if it is leadership, let him 
govern diligently; if itis showing mercy, let him do 

it cheerfully. ‘ 


Love k 


SLove must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to 
what is good, !°Be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love. Honor one another above. your- 
selves, 1!Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your 
spiritual fervor, serving the . 12Be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, ithful in Bae. 
13Share with God's people who are in need. Pr 
tice hospitality. 5 = 

M4Bless those who persecute you; bless and do 
not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn 
with those who mourn."I6Live in harmony with 
one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to 
associate with people of low position.! Do not be 
conceited. 

17Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to 
do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18If it is 
possible, as faras it depends on you, live at peace 
with everyone. !9Do not take revenge, my friends, 
but leave room for God’s wrath, for itis written: “It 
is mine to avenge; | will repay,”/ says the Lord. 
On the contrary: 


“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on 
his head." F 
21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good, 


Submission to the Authorities 


1 Everyone must submit himself to the gov- 
erning authorities, for there is no authority 
except that which God has established. The au~ 


433 Or riches umd the 
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thorities that exist have been established by God. 
2Consequently, he who rebels against the author~ 
ity is rebelling against what God has instituted, 
and those who do so will bring judgment on them- 
selves. 3For rulers hold no terror for those who do 
right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to 
be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do 
what is right and he will commend you. 4For he is 
God's servant to do you good. But if you do 
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword 
for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath 
to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5There- 
fore, itis necessary to submit to the authorities, not 
only because of possible punishment but also be- 
cause of conscience. 

6This is also why you pay taxes, for the authori- 


13:1 Early Christians and the 
Empire 

For most of his ministry, Paul benefited from the 
legal protection of the Roman empire. The first 
generation of Christians received the same 
freedom of worship and legal protection as did the 
Jews. But soon emperors such as Nero vengefully 
turned on Christians, torturing and murdering 
thousands of them, probably including Paul 
himself. History shows that most of them followed 
Paul’s difficult advice in this passage, refusing to 
revolt against the government no matter 

hostile it became. 
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ties are God's servants, who 
governing. 7Give everyone what you | 
you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, 
nue; if respect, then respect; if honor, 


te 


Love, for the Day Is Near as | 
SLet no debt remain outstanding, ence the . 
continuing debt to love one another, for 


loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. %The 
commandments, “Do not commit “Do 
not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet," 
and whatever other commandment there may be, 
are summed up in this one rule; “Love your neigh- 
bor as yourself.””* Love does no harm to its 
neighbor, Therefore love is the fulfillment of the 
law. s 5. be 

And do this, understanding the present time. 
The hour has come for you to wake up from your 
slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than 
when we first believed. !2The night is nearly over; 
the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds 
of darkness and put on the armor of light. ‘5Let us 
behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies 
and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 
debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 
‘Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the 
desires of the sinful nature.¢ 


The Weak and the Strong 


1 Accept him whose faith is weak, without 
passing judgment on disputable matters. 


«14 Or the flesh s 


Down-to-Earth Problems 
When Christians disagree about what's right and wrong 


Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 12:9 


lag often religion is viewed as something for those who retreat from the real world, When 
there’s nothing else to do, then is the time to ask abstract questions about God. 

Such a notion would surely have exasperated the apostle Paul. To him, religion was worthless 
unless it made a difference in how people lived. Therefore, he concluded the most concise 
theological book in the Bible with a down-to-earth discussion of contemporary problems, 


Revolutionaries and Weaker Brothers 


The issue of politics surfaces in Romans (13:1-7). How should a Christian relate to 


ernment? 


In Paul’s day, when Christians were living under Nero’s tyrannical regime, that question was hotly 


debated, as it still is in our revolution-oriented era. 

Christians in Rome were also disagreeing on what was proper behavior for a Christian 
14:1-15:4). One person was sure another was sinning; but that “offender” was convinced his 
accuser was hopelessly narrow-minded. Who was right? The specific issues change with each 
culture, but Paul’s guidelines on the proper attitudes apply to all. 


Paul did not live as an inte’ 


famine victims in Jerusalem (15:25-27). 
Life Questions: Christi 


and drinking wine. What issues do Christians debate today? What atti 


Christians we differ with? 


llectual recluse. He applied his theology to life, practicing what he 
preached. In fact, the lofty book of Romans was written while he was out raising money for 


ans in Paul’s day hotly debated such issues as eating meat, celebrating 


holidays, 
itude should we have toward 
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2One man’s faith allows him to eat everything, but 19Let us therefore make every effort 
another Fe lia thea faith is weak, eats only vege- _ leads to peace and to mutual edification. ‘ 
tables. 3The man who eats everything must not destroy the work of God for the sake of ‘ 
look down on him who does not, andthe man who food is clean, but it is wrong for a man to eat 
does not eat everything must not condemn the anything the) causex somo acai lens Siurbe(ta 
man who does, for God has accepted him. ‘Who __is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to 
are you to judge someone else's servant? To his do anything else that will cause your brother to _ 
own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, fall. a 
for the Lord is able to make him stand. 2So whatever you believe about heed i 

sOne man considers one day more sacred than keep between yourself and God, Bl is 
another; another man considers every day alike. mae dost nok condemn AaEaRE Bh oy MO as = 


v) 


) 


Each one should be fully convinced in his own 
mind. He who regards one day as special, does so demned if he eats, LeAnn his eating pone * 
tothe Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for __ faith; and everything that does not come ye 
he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does _s sin. wd 
so to the Lord and gives thanks to Gods 7Fornone 15 We who are strong ought to bear wi the 
failings of the weak and not to please our- ‘ 


of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to 
himself alone. 8If we live, we live to the Lord; and _ Selves. Each of us auld plea his neighbor for 
if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live _his good, to build him up. even Chapdiid not 
or die, we belong to the Lord. please himself but, as it is written; “The insults of 
°For this very reason, Christ died and returned _ those who insult you have fallen on me.”« 4For 
to life so that he might be the Lord of both thedead —_&Verything that was written in the past was written 
and the living. 1You, then, why do you judge © teach us, so that through endurance and the ~ ‘ 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have ms 


your brother? Or why do you look down on your h wheel 

brother? For we will all stand before God's jud One. 1 

SS “itis wnitten: sea 5May the God who gives endurance and encour- * 
agement give you a spirit of unity among your- j 
selves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with 4 


‘“As surely as | live,’ says the Lord, 

‘e nee will bow before me; heart and mouth you may glorify the God a A, 

every tongue will confess to God.’ "# Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. _ . 

S fi 7Accept one another, then, just as Christ tae 

12S0 then, each of us will give an account of himself cepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8For 1 

to God tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 
13Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one Jewsé on behalf of God’s truth, to confirm the 

another, Instead. make up your mind not to put promises made to the patriarchs 9so that theGen- 

any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's ijes may glorify God for his mercy, as itis waa 


way. '4As one who is in the Lord Jesus, I am fully , 
convinced that no food? is unclean in itself. But if ‘Therefore I byeninge? you among the vik 
Gent ahr te 


anyone regards something as unclean, then for 5 
him it is unclean. 15If your brother is distressed I will sing hymns to your name,""¢ {fof 
because of*what you eat, you are no longer acting 10Again, it says, % Oy 


in love. Do not by your eating destroy your brother oe : 2 . Li 
for whom Christ died. !Do not allow what you Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.’ 


consider good to be spoken of as evil. 17For the 11And again, 
kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and “7 
drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, : 
the Holy Spirit, !8because anyone who serves and sing Praises to him, all you peoples. a. ~ 
Christ in this way is pleasing toGodandapproved 12And again, Isaiah says, haat 
by men. a 
7 “The Root of Jesse will spring up, rf 
one who will arise to rule over the nations; _ 3d 
ome om 
14:2 Who Is Weak and Who Is the Genhles will es anita 
Strong? ip Pte gh 
According to Paul, a weaker brother is a new é 2 
believer who needs many rules and regulations. at with hope by the power of the Holy Spir- 


Christians in Paul’s day debated such issues as 
vegetarianism, eating meat sacrificed to idols, and Paul the Minister to the Gentiles 


celebrating pagan festival days. Paul’s advice to 

both weak and strong Christians of his day applies 4 myself am convinced, my brothers, that you 

to people in all cultures who debate questionable yourselves are full of goodness, complete in 

issues. Elsewhere, Paul speaks to legalists: “strong” knowledge and competent to instruct one another. 
I have written you quite boldly on some points, 


Christians who nevertheless insist on many rules 
and regulations (see Colossians 2:16-23). as if to remind you of them again, because of the 


es grace God gave’ me I6to be a minister of Christ 
“11 Isaiah 45:23 14 Or that nothing —_°3 Psalm69:9 48 Greek circumcision °9 2 z “oe 
110 Deut. 32:43 #11 Psalm 117-1 #12 Isaiah 11:10 pratt _. 9 


ROMANS 15:17 


Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of pro- 
claiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles 
might become an offering acceptable to God, sanc- 
tified by the Holy Spirit. 

Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service 
to God. 18] will not venture to speak of anything 
except what Christ has accomplished through me 
in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have 
said and done— !by the power of signs and mira- 
cles, through the power of the Spirit. So from 
Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, I have 
fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ. 20[t has al- 
ways been my ambition to preach the gospel 
where Christ was not known, so that I would not 
be building on someone else’s foundation. 
21Rather, as it is written: 


“Those who were not told about him will see, 
and those who have not heard will 
understand,’a 


This is why I have often been hindered from 
coming to you. 


Paul's Plan to Visit Rome 


23But now that there is no more place for me to 
work in these regions, and since I have been long- 
ing for many years to see you, 241 plan to do so 
when I go to Spain. I hope to visit you while pass- 
ing through and to have you assist me on my 
journey there, after I have enjoyed your company 
for a while. 5Now, however, I am on my way to 
Jerusalem in the service of the saints there. 26For 
Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a 
contribution for the poor among the saints in 
Jerusalem. 27They were pleased to do it, and in- 
deed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have 
shared in the Jews’ spiritual blessings, they owe it 
to the Jews to share with them their material bless- 
ings. 28So after I have completed this task and have 
made sure that they have received this fruit, I will 
go to Spain and visit you on the way. 29I know that 
when I come to you, I will come in the full measure 
of the blessing of Christ. 

30] urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my 
struggle by praying to God for me. 3!Pray that I 
may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea and 
that my service in Jerusalem may be acceptable to 
the saints there, 32so that by God’s will I may come 
to you with joy and together with you be re- 
freshed. 33The God of peace be with you all. 
Amen. 


15:26 Paul the Fundraiser 

Paul wrote Romans while traveling to raise funds 
for famine relief. Another letter (2 Corinthians 8) 
gives more details on this mercy mission on behalf 
of the Jews in Jerusalem. Paul's actions set an 
example of unity for a church composed of both 
Jews and Gentiles—unity sorely needed by groups 
racked by the divisions described in chapter 14. 


“21 Isaiah 52:15 *1 Or deaconess 
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Personal Greetings 
16 I commend to you our sister’ 
vant? of the church in Cenchrea. 2I ask 
to receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of 
saints and to give her any help she may need 
you, for she has been a great help to many people, 
including me. 
3Greet Priscillac and Aquila, my fellow workers 
in Christ Jesus. 4They risked their lives for 
me. Not only I but all the churches of the 
Gentiles are grateful to them. 
5Greet also the church that meets at their house. 
Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who was the 
first convert to Christ in the province of 
Asia, 
6Greet Mary, who worked very hard for you. 
7Greet Andronicus and Junias, my relatives who 
have been in prison with me. They are 
outstanding among the apostles, and they 
were in Christ before I was. 
8Greet Ampliatus, whom I love in the Lord. 
9Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and 
my dear friend Stachys. 
Greet Apelles, tested and approved in Christ. 
Greet those who belong to the household of 
Aristobulus. 
11Greet Herodion, my relative. 
Greet those in the household of Narcissus who 
are in the Lord. 
12Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, those women 
who work hard in the Lord. 
Greet my dear friend Persis, another woman 
who has worked very hard in the Lord. 
13Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his 
mother, who has been a mother to me, too. 
MGreet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, 
Hermas and the brothers with them. 
15Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, 
and Olympas and all the saints with them. 
16Greet one another with a holy kiss. 
All the churches of Christ send greetings. 


171 urge you, brothers, to watch out for those 
who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way 
that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. 
Keep away from them. !8For such people are not 
serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. 
By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds 
of naive people. 19Everyone has heard about your 
obedience, so | am full of joy over you; but 1 want 
you to be wise about what is good, and innocent 
about what is evil. . 

20The God of peace will soon crush Satan under 
your feet. 6 

The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 

21Timothy, my fellow worker, sends his greet- 
ings to you, as do Lucius, Jason and Sosipater, my 
relatives. 

2], Tertius, who wrote down this letter, greet 
you in the Lord. 

2Gaius, whose hospitality | and the whole 
church here enjoy, sends you his greetings. _ 

Erastus, who is the city’s director of public 


3 Greek Prisca, a variant of Priscilla 
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works, and our brother Quartus send you their long ages larg the beddenaia te 
mand o/ the eternal God, so that all nations 


greetings.“ 
5 ‘ho is able to establish you by my 
pa rp ypaees dae Christ, believe and obey him— 7to the only wise God 


gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, ac- 
cording to the revelation of the mystery hidden for glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen. i 
1) Some manuscripts their greetings. UMay the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you. Amen. t BY! oH! 

nO A 


The Greatest Missionary Prayer Letter 
Ever Written 


Paul asks for support ‘ 


! hope to visit you while passing through and to have you assist me on my journey there, after | = 
have enjoyed your company for a while, 15:24 , 7 4 
A’ any world traveler knows, a journey of thousands of miles requires careful planning and 

preparation. The traveler needs to prepare the funds that will be needed to meet expenses, 
plan the itinerary, communicate with those people who will meet him in faraway places, anddo 
this all far in advance of the trip itself. If such preparaleye are important for someone who is 
traveling for a few weeks, how much more critical for the missionary or immigrant who plans to 
live for months or years in a strange land. s = 


A Plea for Help from the World Traveler 

Paul was not only the fens) missionary of his day, but also an experienced world traveler, In. 
Romans 15:19 he states that he has already traveled through the greater part of the Roman Empire, 
communicating the Good News to everyone who would hear. In the beginning of his letter to the 
Roman Christians (1:10-15) and again at the end (15:22-29), Paul reveals to them that an important 
purpose for writing is to prepare the way for his planned visit to Rome. ‘ 

Paul is concerned not only that the Romans are prepared to receive him and his declaration of 
the Good News, but even more that the Roman Christians are ready to help him on his pro 
mission to Spain. The entire letter can be read as an argument to convince the Roman Christians 


to support Paul’s new work as an sportie to the Spaniards. 
salvation in such detail, Paul presents the need for the natives 


By explaining the basic system of} 
of Spain to hear the gospel, to put their trust in Christ, and to receive the righteousness of God. 
By emphasizing the relationship of the Gentiles to the promises that God made to the Jewish 
people, Paul presents the need for the Spanish Gentiles to hear the Good News just as the 
Romans have heard it. 

“How can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they 
are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’ ” (10:14-15), 

So, in the book of Romans, Paul the world traveler, the missionary, the fund raiser, and the 
theological scholar, becomes Paul the recuiter, recruiting the church of Rome to join him in his 
task. He asks them to assist him (15:24), to pray for him (15:30), and to refresh him (15:32), Until 
this point in his ministry, Paul had been commissioned and supported by the church in Antioch. 
However, with Spain located at the farthest western edge of the known civilized world, Paul knew 
that he needed the partnership of those believers living in the heart of the empire. 

el to far-off places today still need Christian partners as 


Life Questions: Do those who carry the gos} 
Paul did? How does the book of Romans today help us to support those who communicate the Good 


News in faraway places? 


The Last Place to Start a Church 
Few expected much from crazy Corinth 


Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human 
standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish ~ 
things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the 
Strong. 1:26,27 

very large city has one pocket where prostitutes, strippers, gamblers, and drug dealers hang 4 
E out. Tourists stroll by to gawk at the Sights. In the ced ae the whole ay of Corinth was 
known for that kind of lifestyle. Romans made the Corinthians the butt of dirty jokes, and 
playwrights consistently portrayed them as drunken brawlers. The Greek verb “to Corinthianize” ~ 


meant to live shamelessly and immorally. 


A Wide-Open City 

Everyone knew what the Corinthians worshiped: money and the evil things it could bi Money 
flowed freely, for Corinth straddled one of the Roman Empire's most vital trade routes. When ae 
ship wrecked nearby, salvage companies housed the hapless sailors at inflated ‘prices while they — 
scrambled to auction off the ship’s cargo. The city was a sprawling open-air market, filled with 
slaves, Orientals, Jews, Greeks, Egyptians, sailors, athletes, gamblers, and charioteers. 

Yet Corinth was no small town. It had a population of 700,000, second only to Rome's, and as 
the capital of a large province, the city aides parade of Roman diplomats and dignitaries. Its 
clever citizens showcased new “Corinthian” architecture and prided themselves on having a 
cosmopolitan outlook. 

For their religious ideal, the fun-loving Corinthians adopted Venus, the goddess of love. A 

Then honor employed more than 1,000 prostitutes. 


temple built in 
4 


Paul Takes on the Corinthians 
Due to all these influences, Corinth loomed as the one city “least likely to convert” to the 


Christian faith. What crazy cults and new religions did spring up there quickly gave in to the 


prevailing pondsinje atmosphere, 

The mighty Paul, reeling from one of his most difficult missionary assignments in Athens, came 
to Corinth “in weakness and fear, and with much trembling” (2:3). He knew its strategic 
importance: if the gospel could take root there, it could transplant anywhere—and probably 
would, considering Corinth’s crossroads location. 

Paul worked in Corinth for 18 months. To everyone's surprise, the church he founded became _ 
one of the largest in the first century. But several years later he heard reports that the church, true 
to its city’s heritage, had broken out in a series of spiritual ills. The distressing news prompted the 


letter known as 1 Corinthians. A 

The tone of this letter differs drastically from the one that precedes it. If Romans was stylistically 
carved in stone, 1 Corinthians was dashed off in tears and anger. One of Paul's longest letters, it 
covers the greatest variety of topics, partly because the Corinthians added bizarre new twists to 
ethical issues. In it, Paul gives practical advice on a series of church problems as well as a = 
fascinating glimpse into the personal lives of early Christians. 


How to Read 1 Corinthians 
To fully appreciate Paul's letters, keep in mind that they are personal correspondence. We are 


actually reading someone else's mail. 
In 1 Corinthians an angry apostle gives direct, forthright advice to a troubled local church. Paul 
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rends at work, and he 
cd sarcasm, emotional 


course, He t 


fun 
o j 
festivals, behavior of women, spiritual gifts, 


and the 


This first letter to the Corinthians presents a foundation for practical Christian 
boldface subtitles throughout the book to locate those issues t 
the problems discussed will apply directly to modern situations, But the 
underlying Paul's advice do apply, As you read, look for those principles 


PLANS FOR READING 1 CORINTHIANS 


PLAN 1: An Overview of 1 Corinthians in 2 Dat 


sroblems the Corinthians had written bin about: marriage and the single life, pagan 


1. CORINTHIANS 1:21 


used his (ull literary powers to set its member on the right 

, autobiography, poetry, arguments, — ro 

First, you will encounter the pts tnt ha Beane i Ra dv in the: dhe 
ip 


a case of incest, court cases, the abuse of Christian freedom, chaos 
«into these problems early in the book, Then, beginning with 


A 


Inde servicer, ; 
apter 7, he takes up some: 
oh 


resurrection of the dead, sa i faly 
at especially ead igo ime 

merra principles / 

hind Paul's arguments, 


ys ‘ 
The emotional tone of 1 Corinthians makes for exciting reading throughout, but two 


chapters especially can't be missed. 


) Day 1. Read the Introduction to 1 Corinthians, then chapter 13, Paul 
is literary form as he defines love in one of the most famous 


of 
literature 


is at the top 
passages in all of 


‘ ? 


Day 2. Read chapter 15, a crucial passage on life after death and resurrection from 


the dead, 
PLAN 2: All of 1 Corinthians in 14 Days 
1) 


Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by 
the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 


2To the church of God in Corinth, to those sane- 
tified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together 
with all those everywhere who cail on the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours: 


’Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Thanksgiving 
4 always thank God for you because of his grace 
given you in Christ Jesus. 5For in him you have 
been enriched in every way—in all your speaking 
and in all your knowledge— ®because our testi- 
mony about Christ was confirmed in you. 7There- 
fore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eager- 
ly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 
8He will keep you strong to the end, so that you 
will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. %God, who has called you into fellowship 
with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful. 
Divisions in the Church 
10] appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one 
another so that there may be no divisions among 
youand that you may be perfectly united in mind 
and thought. !\My brothers, some from Chloe's 


*12 Thatis, Peter "13 Or in; also in verse 15 
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household have informed me that there are quar- 
rels among you, !2What I mean is this: One of you 
says, ‘I follow Paul’; another, “I follow Apollos’; 
another, “I follow Cephas*”; still another, “I fol- 
low Christ,” r ; 

131s Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? 
Were you baptized into’ the name of Paul? 14] am 
thankful that I did not baptize any of you except 
Crispus and Gaius, !5so no one can say that you 
were baptized into my name. 16(Yes, I also bap- 
tized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I 
don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) !7For 
Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach 
the gospel—not with words of human wisdom, 
lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 


Christ the Wisdom and Powerof God __ 
18For the message of the cross is foolishness to 


those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. !For it is written: 


“] will destroy the wisdom of the wise; ait 
the intelligence of the intelligent I will 
frustrate.’¢ 
20Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? 
Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2!For since 
in the wisdom of God the world through its wis- 


©19 Isaiah 29:14 
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cho chat not Know him, Gost was pleased through: 
the foolishness of what was preached to save those 
who betiews. Sfews demand miraculous signs and 
Greeks look for wisdom, =but we preach Christ 
crucified a stumbting block to Jews and foolish: 
ness ty Gentiles, Nbut to those whom God has 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
Godt and the wisdom of God, *For the foolishness 
of Gost is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weak 
ness of God is stronger than man’s strength, 
Brothers, think of what you were when you 
were called, Not many of you were wise by human 
standards: not many were influential; not many 
were of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish 
things of the world to shame the wise; God chose 
the weak things of the world to shame the strong, 
28He chose the lowly things of this world and the 
despised things—and the things that are nob—to 
nullity the things that are, so that no one may 
boast before him. ®ltis because of him that you are 
in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom 
from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness 
and redemption. “'Therefore, as it is written: “Let 
him who boasts boast in the Lord.""* 
When | came to you, brothers, I did not come 
with eloquence or superior wisdom as | pro= 
¢ i to you the testimony about God. 2For | 
resolved to know nothing while I was with you 
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 51 came to 
you in weakness and fear, and with much trem: 
bling. ‘My message and my preaching were not 
with wise and persuasive words, but with a dem- 
onstration of the Spint’s power, 5so that your faith 
might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God's 
power 


Wisdom From the Spirit 

eWe do, however, speak a message of wisdom 
among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age 
or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to 
nothing. "No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a 
wisdom that has been hidden and that God des- 
tined for our glory before time began. None of the 
rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
However, as it is written 


No eye has seen, 
no ear has heard. 
no mind has conceived 


2:3 Paul at a Crossroads 

This brief paragraph hints at a grave personal crisis 
in the apostle Paul’s ministry, and Acts 16-18 gives 
important background. In three cities Paul saw a 
promising beginning crushed by fanatical Jews. 
Then in Athens he met little success in 
communicating to the intelligentsia. Many scholars 
believe that he reached Corinth shaken and 
discouraged and that he resolved to make Christ 
the sole subject of his teaching and preaching 
while there. 


“31 jer 924 


fruths to speritea! men 16 tsaiah 40:13 


*) Somme manuscripts as | prociaumed to you God's mystery 


oes 
has freely given us. This is what: 
hy wig ae pressing spiritual 
taught pirit, ex 
spiritual words \WThe man without the 


pent Seah 
Spirit of God, pS fy 
he cannot understan 
ject to any man’s judgment; 
woe ve ae 
that he may instruct him?""" Wi “a 
But we have the mind of Christ. * 
On Divisions in the Church at 
Brothers, | could not address you as 
3 betas woray—mere nants in Christ. 21 gave 
you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet 
ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. "You 
are still worldly. Fees cemaeaegusy tne 
quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are 
you notacting like mere men? 4For when one says, 


Nf follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” 
are you not mere men? 
What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? 


who waters is anything, but only 
things grow. §The man who plants and the ‘ 
who waters have one purpose, and each will be 


mee is tellow workers; you are God's field, God's 
ilding. 
By the grace God has given me, I laid a founda~ 


tion as an , and someone else is 

building on it But each one shiodhdibe catetal now 

3:5 Personality Cults hie 
In this Paul expands on a theme first 

i din chapter 1 vere 12). Converts 


int 
tog ind acca Ny 


Apollos, with his cultivated 
Paul, the famous ed Chet nati 
Paul had no tolerance for that kind of hero _ 


he builds. 1)For no one can lay any foundation 
other than the one already laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 21f any man builds on this foundation us- 
ing gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 
13his work will be shown for what itis, because the 
Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with 
fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s 
work. lif what he has built survives, he will re- 


‘1. CORINTHIANS 47 — 

ae 
future—all are yours, Gand you are of Christ, and 
Christ is of God. t BS eae 
Apostles of Christ _ Pape teen 
So then, men ought to regard us as servants of 
Christ and as those entrusted with the secret 


things of God. 2Now it is required that those who 
have been given a trust must prove faithful. A care 


ceive his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer 
loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one 
escaping through the flames. 

16Don’t you know that you yourselves are God's 
temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? !7If any- 
one destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is 
for God’s temple is sacred, and you are that tem- i 


very little if I am judged by you or by any human 
court; indeed, | do not even judge myself Ay 


ale 
: 18Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you 
thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he 
should become a “fool” so that he may become 
wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness 
in God's sight. As it is written: “He catches the 
wise in their craftiness’®; and again, “The Lord 
knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.“* who makes you different from anyone elise? What 
So then, no more boasting about men! All things i ) 
are yours, 2whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas 
or the world or life or death or the present or the 


praise from God. 
*Now, brothers, I have applied these things to 


#19 Job 5:13 620 Psalm 94:11 22 That is. Peter DF 


Like an Angry Letter from Home 


orrre oy 
A well-deserved scolding from a grieving “parent” — —— 
ai ioomen! sett ieged 
| am not writing this to shame you, but to warn you, as my dear children. 4:14 _ : > 
[oes a young girl in her first year of college, standing alone in a corridor amid aswirlof- 
chattering students. In two minutes the next class will 1 ee But, for her, time has stopped. 
She has just opened a tear-stained, 12-page letter from her parents. 

The tone of the letter takes her by surprise. Her parents are normally reserved, not given to 
emotional outbursts. Their letters are warm and friendly. Not this time. Somehow they have heard 
about her recent behavior while living away from home at school, and they are very hurt. Ina 
torrent of words, they pour out their feelings for her and their deep di intment. 

First Corinthians reflects the same tone: it is an intimate, well. scoldi fom 8 ei wat 
parent. “| am not writing this to shame you,” says Paul, “but to warn you, as adie il _ 
(4:14), re 


Paul’s Shifting Moods 
No other letter in the New Testament reveals such a wide range of Paul’s emotions. At his own 
financial expense, he had invested 18 risk-filled months in Corinth. But afterwards his rebellious 
“children” had launched personal attacks against him. Paul reacted like any parent first informed 
of his child’s shocking behavior. His moods in 1 Corinthians bounce from anger to shame, from 
sorrow to indignation. ~ es ee 
Chapter 3, for example, begins with a stern lecture to “mere infants in Christ.” This leads to 
biting sarcasm (4:8), which melts into the tender pleas of a spiritual father. Six times in chapter 6 
Paul asks, “Do you not know . .. ?” Finally, in chapter 7, he gets to the practical questions that" 
had prompted his letter in the first place. ae 
The apostle Raul was a superbly educated logician who could skillfully weave history 
and philosophy. But he also brooded over his missionary churches like a parent. He asked the 
Corinthians pointedly, “Shall | come to you with a whip, or in love and with a gentle spirit?” ~~ 
(4:21). In this letter, we see a little of both. at ween 
Life Questions: How do you react when someone—a parent, teacher, boss, pastor—tries to Straighten 
you out? 
i 


1 CORINTHIANS 4:8 

8Already you have all you want! Already you 
have become rich! You have become kings—and 
that without us! How I wish that you really had 
become kings so that we might be kings with you! 
°For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on 
display at the end of the procession, like men con- 
demned to die in the arena. We have been made a 
spectacle to the whole universe, to angels as well 
as to men. !0We are fools for Christ, but you are so 
wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! 
You are honored, we are dishonored! !!To this 
very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in 
rags, we are brutally treated, we are homeless. 
!2We work hard with our own hands. When we 
are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we 
endure it; 3when we are slandered, we answer 
kindly. Up to this moment we have become the 
scum of the earth, the refuse of the world. 

14] am not writing this toshame you, but to warn 
you, as my dear children. 15Even though you have 
ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have 
many fathers, for in Christ Jesus 1 became your 
father through the gospel. !6Therefore | urge you 
to imitate me. 17For this reason 1am sending to you 
Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in 
the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in 
Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach every- 
where in every church. 

18Some of you have become arrogant, as if | were 
not coming to you. !But | will come to you very 
soon, if the Lord is willing, and then I will find out 
not only how these arrogant people are talking, 
but what power they have. 20For the kingdom of 
God is not a matter of talk but of power. 21What do 
you prefer? Shall I come to you with a whip, or in 
love and with a gentle spirit? 


Expel the Immoral Brother! 


Itis actually reported that there is sexual immo- 
rality among you, and of a kind that does not 
occur even among pagans: A man has his father’s 
wife. 2And you are proud! Shouldn't you rather 
have been filled with grief and have put out of 
your fellowship the man who did this? 3Even 
though I am not physically present, | am with you 
in spirit. And I have already passed judgment on 
the one who did this, just as if I were present. 
4When you are assembled in the name of our Lord 
Jesus and I am with you in spirit, and the power of 
our Lord Jesus is present, Shand this man over to 
Satan, so that the sinful naturet may be destroyed 
and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord. 
Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that 


4:8 A Hint of Trials to Come 


Paul’s intense feelings come to the surface in this 
paragraph, as sharply worded as any in the New 
Testament. He alludes (verse 9) to the Roman 
practice of parading the gladiators condemned to 
death—a poignant reference in light of the 

martyr’s fate that awaited him and other apostles. 
SEE 


#5 Or that his body; or that the flesh 
account in the church? 


*13 Deut. 17:7; 19:19; 21:21; 22:21,24; 24:7 


the greedy and swindlers, or id 
you would have to leave this world 
am writing you that you must not 
anyone who calls himself a peotheaniads 
immoral or greedy, an idolater 
drunkard or a swindler. With 
even eat. 

12What business is it of ‘mine 
outside the church? Are you not | 
inside? 13God will judge those outside. “Bxpel the 
wicked man from among yous‘ 


Lawsuits Among Believers 


If any of you has a dispute with 
he take it before the ungodly for ju 
stead of before the saints? 2Do you not know that 


angels? How much more the thi 

‘Therefore, if you have 

ters, appoint as judges 

in the church!« SI say this to shame you. Is 

possible that there is nobody among you 

enough to judge a dispute between believers? 

instead, one brother goes to law against an 
and this in front of unbelievers! sa aul adn 

7The very fact ‘that you have lawsuits 

means you have been |- 4 
ready. Why not rather be 

rather be cheated? 8Instead, you Tociadienst aes 
and do wrong, and you do this to your brothers. 

*Do you not know that the wicked will n 

herit the kingdom of God? Do not be dec 
Neither the sexually immoral nor idole 
adulterers nor male prostitutes nor hoi 
offenders !nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunk- 
ards nor slanderers nor 
kingdom of God. 11And that is what some of 
were. But you were washed, you were 


“arial 


————————— 
5:5 Handed Over to Satan 
The used in this a biblical 
pli 12, he 


you Were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 


Sexual Immorality 


“Everything is permissible for me’—but not 
everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissi- 
ble for me” —but I will not be mastered by any- 
thing. !3Food for the stomach and the stomach 
for food”—but God will destroy them both. The 
body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for 
the Lord, and the Lord for the body. By his 
power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he 
will raise us also. 5Do you not know that your 
bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then 
take the members of Christ and unite them with a 
prostitute? Never! !*Do you not know that he who 
unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in 
body? For it is said, “The two will become one 
flesh. '7But he who unites himself with the Lord 

is one with him in spint. 

isFlee from sexual immorality. All other sins a 
man commits are outside his body, but he who 
sins sexually sins against his own body. !7Do you 
not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received 
from God? You are not your own; *you were 
bought at a pnce. Therefore honor God with your 
body 


Marriage 


Now for the matters you wrote about: It is good 
for a man not to marry.* 2But since there is so 
much immorality, each man should have his own 
wife, and each woman her own husband. 3The 
husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, 
and likewise the wife to her husband. 4The wife's 
body does not belong to her alone but also to her 
husband. In the same way, the husband’s body 
does not belong to him alone but also to his wife. 
5Do not deprive each other except by mutual con- 
sent and for a time, so that you may devote your- 
selves to prayer. Then come together again so that 
Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of 
self-control. *l say this as a concession, not as a 
command. 71 wish that all men were as | am. But 
each man has his own gift from God; one has this 
gift, another has that 
SNow to the unmarried and the widows I say: It 
is good for them to stay unmarried, as 1 am. But if 


they cannot control themselves, they should 
marry, for it is better to marry than to bum with 
passion 


10To the married | give this command (not I, but 
the Lord): A wife must not separate from her hus- 


6:12 Corinthian Slogans 


The phrases given here in quotes (“Everything is 
permissible for me’) appear to be slogans the 
Corinthians had used in justifying their loose 
behavior. Paul doesn’t refute their ideas outright, 
but rather points to the ultimate effect of their 
excesses. 


Gen, 2:24 *] Or 


© £008 fora mam mot te hee sexual relabons wath 4 women” 


‘1 CORINTHIANS 7:31 
band: "But if she does, she must remain unmar- 
ied or else be reconciled to her husband. And a 
husband must not divorce his wife. 

12To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any 
brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is 
willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. 
And if a woman has a husband who is not a 
believer and he is willing to live with her, she must 
not divorce him. For the unbelieving husband 
has been sanctified through his wife, and the un- 
lieving husband. Otherwise your children would 
be unclean, but as itis, they areholy. 

}5But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A — 
believing man or woman is not bound in such 
Circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. 
‘How do you know, wife, whether you will save 
your husband? Or, how do you know, husband, 
whether you will save your wife? 

\7Nevertheless, each one should retain the place 
in life that the Lord assigned to him and to which 
God has called him. This is the rule I lay down in 
all the churches. !8Was a man already circumcised 
when he was called? He should not become uncir- 
cumcised. Was a man uncircumcised when he was 
called? He should not be circumcised. !Circumei- 
sion is nothing and uncircumaision is nothing. 
Keeping God’s commands is what counts. Each 
one should remain in the situation which he was in 
when God called him. 2!Were 
you were called? Don’t let it trouble you—a 
seough i pore eek gone Beene 
he who wasa slave when he was called by the Lord 
is the Lord’s freedman; similarly, he who was a 
free man when he was called is Christ's slave. 
23You were bought ata price; do not become slaves 
of men. Brothers, each man, as responsible to 
God, should remain in the situation God called 
him to. 

Now about virgins: ! have no command from 
the Lord, but I give a judgment as one who by the 
Lord's mercy is trustworthy. 2*Because of the 
present crisis, I think that it is good for you to 
remain as you are. 7Are you married? Do not seek 
a divorce. Are you unmarried? Do not look for a 
wife. 28But if you do marry, you have not sinned; 
and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned. But 
those who marry will face many troubles in this” 
life, and | want to spare you this. 

2 What I mean, brothers, is that the time is 
short. From now on those who have wives should 
live as if they had none; “those who mourn, as if 
they did not; those who are happy, as if they were 
not; those who buy something, as if it were not 
theirs to keep; 5!those who use the things of the 


7:25 Paul’s Personal 

In discussing the thorny issue of singleness and 
marriage, Paul carefully distinguishes what is his 
personal opinion and what is a clear revelation 
from God. He explains in verse 29 why he reached 
these conclusions. 
ee 
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world, as if not engrossed in them, For this world 
in its present form is passing away. 

321 would like you to be free from concern, An 
unmarried man is concerned about the Lord's af- 
fairs—how he can please the Lord. “But a married 
man is concerned about the affairs of this world— 
how he can please his wife— Mand his interests are 
divided, An unmarried woman or virgin is con- 
cerned about the Lord’s affairs: Her aim is to be 
devoted to the Lord in both body and spirit. Buta 
married woman is concerned about the affairs of 
this world—how she can please her husband, 351 
am saying this for your own good, not to restrict 
you, but that you may live in a right way in undi- 
vided devotion to the Lord. 

%If anyone thinks he is acting improperly 
toward the virgin he is engaged to, and if she is 
getting along in years and he feels he ought to 
marry, he should do as he wants. He is not sin- 
ning. They should get married. 37But the man who 
has settled the matter in his own mind, who is 
under no compulsion but has control over his own 
will, and who has made up his mind not to marry 
the virgin—this man also does the right thing. 3850 


36-38 Or ‘If anyone thinks he 1s not treating his daughter properly, and if she is getting along in years, and he feels she ought to marry, he should 


ddo as he wants. He is not sinning He should let her get married, 7But the man who has settled the matter in his own mind, wha ts under no » 
compulsion but has control over his own will, and who has made up his mind to keep the virgin unmarried—this man also does the right thing, “#50 

then, he who gives his virgin in marriage does right, but he who does not give her in marriage does even better. ‘1 Or "We all possess 

knowledge,” as you say 


When Everything Goes Wrong 


A church of former idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, 
thieves, and drunkards 


Now for the matters you wrote about... 7:1 


1 cat 

a | anything can go wrong, it will.” This tongue-in-cheek principle, known as Murphy's Law, is 

cited by economists, sports teams, and big-city mayors. Human nature somehow puarapleey 
that nothing turns out quite the way it’s supposed to. And the church at Corinth provi 


shining example of Murphy's Law. 


To be sure, Corinthian Christians started out with the odds stacked against them. Imagine a 
church composed of converted idolators, adulterers, male prostitutes, th rae and 
swindlers (6:9-11). The church, made HP of people from such backgrounds, soon encountered 
enge: for one thing, he had to convince these people of 
the immorality of sexual activities that had been a part of everyday worship under theif old : x 


great problems. Paul faced a huge chal 


religion. 


Local and Universal Issues 


First Corinthians is Paul’s careful response to those problems, some of which had been 
to him as questions in a letter (7:1). Many of his answers relate directly to Corinth’s local 
situation, In that culture, as in Muslim countries today, whether or not to wear a veil was a major 
issue for women (11;3-10). Eating meat sacrificed to pagan idols also disturbed some new wy 


Christians (10:18-33). 


But other problems discussed here turn up in every culture: divisions in the church, lawsuits, 
immorality, the single life, the extent of Christian freedoms, Se views of worship, and the 
place of tongues-speaking and other spiritual gifts. Not every break 

aay) but Paul’s principles apply to our own unpredictable experiences with p 


churches to 
Law 


Life Questions: Think of the most “Corinthian” people you know. Then imagine: If 
became Christians, what problems would they encounter? “ . 


who does not marry her does 
A woman is bound to her hi 

he lives, But if her husband dies, 
marry anyone she wishes, but he 1 
the Lord, In my j1 it, she is hi 
stays as she is—and 1 think that I 
Spirit of God. t 
Food Sacrificed to Idols rae 

Now about food sacrificed to idols: ' 

that we all possess know! 
puffs up, but love builds up. 2The man who | 
he knows something does not yet know as he 
ought to pe 3But the man who loves God is 
known by God. epee 

4So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: 

We know that an idol is nothing at all in the world 
and that there is no God but one, 5For even if there 
are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth 
(as indeed there are many “gods’’ and many 
“lords’’), *yet for us there is but one God, the 
Father, from whom all things came and for whom 
we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, 


des a darkly 


ieves, drunka 


% 


lown in Corinth will recur in 


987 


ough whom all things came and through Whom 


we live. 
"But not everyone knows this. Some people are 
still so ace ed to idols that when they eat such 
sod they think of it 2s having been sacrificed to an 
dol. and since their conscience is weak, it is 


sod does not bring us near to God; 
rse if we do not eat, and no better if 


defiled. 5B: 


wearer 


we dc 

3 careful, however, that the exercise of your 
does not become a stumbling block to the 
k. For if anyone with a weak conscience sees 
who have this knowledge eating in an idol’s 
t he be emboldened to eat what has 
!1So this weak brother, for 
+ died, is destroyed by your knowl- 
edge. |2When you sin against your brothers in this 
wound their weak conscience, you sin 
hrist. ‘3Therefore, if what I eat causes my 
nto sin, | will never eat meat again, 
not cause him to fall. 


The Rights of an Apostle 


free? Am | not an apostle? Have I not 
s our Lord? Are you not the result of 
n the Lord? 2Even though I may not be 
others, surely | am to you! For you are 
my apostieship in the Lord 
defense to those who sit in judgment 
«Don't we have the right to food and drink? 
e have the nght to take a believing wife 
h us, as do the other apostles and the 
rd’s brothers and Cephas*? 6Or is it only I and 
rnabas who must work for a living? 
"Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? 
plants a vineyard and does not eat of its 
? Who tends a flock and does not drink of 
k? 8Do I say this merely from a human point 
? t the Law say the same thing? 9For 
ten in the Law of Moses: “Do not muzzle 
hile it is treading out the grain,”* Is it 
God is concerned? !Surely he says 
r ’ Yes, this was written forus, 
use when the plowman plows and the thresh- 
s, they ought to do so in the hope of 
g in the harvest. If we have sown spiritual 
j among you, is it too much if we reap a materi- 
rvest from you? !2If others have this right of 
from you, shouldn't we have it all the 


es. 


n't he 


jut we did not use this right. On the contrary, 
we put up with anything rather than hinder the 
gospel of Christ. 15Don’t you know that those who 
in the temple get their food from the temple, 
ose who serve at the altar share in what is 
offered on the altar? 14In the same way, the Lord 
has commanded that those who preach the gospel 
should receive their living from the gospel. 

15But I have not used any of these rights. And I 
am not writing this in the hope that you will do 
such things for me. I would rather die than have 
anyone deprive me of this boast. Yet when I 
preach the gospel, | cannot boast, for ] am com- 
pelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the 


That is, Peter *9 Deut. 254 “6 Or types; also in verse 11 


al pa Bi 
1 CORINTHIANS 10:7 
gospel! !7If | preach voluntarily, I Rave a i 
not voluntarily, I am simply discharging ust 
committed to me. '8What then is my reward? a 
this: that in preaching the gospel I may offer it 
of charge, and so not make use of my rights 
preaching it. > : 
18Though Iam free and belong to no man, 1 
make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many ; 
as possible. 2°To the Jews I became like a Jew, to . 
win the Jews. To those under the law I became like 
one under the law (though I myself am not under 
the law), so as to win those under aw. 21To 
those not having the law I became one not ? 
having the law (though I am not free from God's 
Jaw but. am under Christ's Jaw), so as to win those | 
not having the law. 2To the I became weak, 
to win the weak. I have become all things to all 
men so that by all possible means I might save 
some. 21 do all this for the sake of the gospel, that 
I may share in its blessings. ~ eee s 
24Do you not know that in a race all the runners 
run, but only one gets the prize? Runinsuchaway =~ 
as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in 
the games goes into strict training. They do itto get 
a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a ™ 
crown that will last forever. 26Therefore | do not 
run like a man running aimlessly; 1 donot fight like _ 
a man beating the air. 27No, | beat my body and” 
make it my slave so that after I have preached to 
others, I myself will not be disqualified for the 
prize. ¥ Ye! 


the 


a 
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Ok C 
Warnings From Israel's History = * 


1 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the 

fact, brothers, that our forefathers were all _ 
under the cloud and that they all passed through 
the sea. 2They were all baptized into Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea. 3They all ate the same spirit- _ 
ual food 4and drank the same spiritual drink; for 
they drank from the spiritual rock that accom- 
panied them, and that rock was Christ. SNeverthe- 
less, God was not pleased with most of them; their 
bodies were scattered over the desert. 

6Now these things occurred as examples to 
keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as 
they did. 7Do not be idolaters, as some of them 
were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat 
and drink and got up to indulge in pagan revel- 


9:22 A Positive and a Negative 
Example ies 
After discussing the specific questions that had 
surfaced in the chutch at Corinth, Paul gives two 
examples from life. The first, a positive one, pols 
to the actions of the apostles. they S 
certain “rights” and freedoms, they didn’t insist on 

them. Rather, they adapted to the practices of 

people around them to win them over. In contrast, i 


the ancient Israelites ( 10) had consistently 
given in to their own patty Paul urges the - 
Corinthians to follow his example, not that of the 
Israelites (11:1) ’ 


& 


1 CORINTHIANS 10:8 


ry."* 8We should not commit sexual immorality, 
as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three 
thousand of them died, ‘We should not test the 
Lord, as some of them did—and were killed by 
snakes. “And do not grumble, as some of them 
did—and were killed by the destroying angel. 
nThese things happened to them as examples 
and were written down as warnings for us, on 
whom the fulfillment of the ages has come. !2So, if 
you think you are standing firm, be careful that 
you don't fall! No temptation has seized you ex- 
cept what is common to man. And God is faithful; 
he will not let you be tempted beyond what you 
can bear, But when you are tempted, he will also 
de a way out so that you can stand up under 


Idol Feasts and the Lord’s Supper 


Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 
“I speak to sensible people; judge for yourselves 
I say. Ils not the cup of thanksgiving for 
we give thanks a participation in the blood 
t? And is not the bread that we break a 
tion in the body of Christ? !7Because there 
oat, we, who are many, are one body, for 
take of the one loaf. 
der the people of Israel: Do not those 
he sacrifices participate in the altar? Do 
n that a sacrifice offered to an idol is 
‘hat an idol is anything? 29No, but the 
pagans are offered to demons, not to 
I do not want you to be participants with 
You cannot drink the cup of the Lord 
of demons too; you cannot have a part 
he Lord’s table and the table of demons. 
to arouse the Lord’s jealousy? Are 
han he? 


The Believer’s Freedom 


ng is permissible’’—but not every- 
s beneficial. “Everything is permissible’’— 
everything is constructive. #4Nobody 
k his own good, but the good of others. 
ng sold in the meat market without 
ions of conscience, 26for, “The earth is 
s, and everything in it.’ 
 unbeliever invites you to a meal and 
to go, eat whatever is put before you 
raising questions of conscience. *8But if 
ys to you, “This has been offered in 
en do not eat it, both for the sake of 
ho told you and for conscience’ sakee — 
man’s conscience, | mean, not yours. 
v should my freedom be judged by an- 
ther’s conscience? “If | take part in the meal with 
thankfulness, why am | denounced because of 
ymething | thank God for? 

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you 
do, do it all for the glory of God. 32Do not cause 
to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the 
f God— ¥even as I try to please every- 
every way. For | am not seeking my own 


Psalm 24:1 


rang of hair on her head dishonors her head: 


hair, but 


28 Some manuscripts conscience’ sake, for “the earth 18 the Lord's and everything in it” 
’ Or ‘Every man who prays or prophesies with long haw dishonors his head, “And every woman whe prays or. 
she 1s just like one of the “shorn women 
1s a disgrace for a woman to have her hair shorn or shaved, she should grow it again. “A man ought mot to have long have 


a —— ws 
<1 u 


good but the good of many, 
1 saved. !Follow my 
example of Christ. 


Propriety in Worship 

2] praise you for remembering me in ev 
and for holding to the teachings # just as 
them on to you. 

3Now I ae you to realize that the etl 
every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is 
man, and the head of Christ is God, 4Every man 
who prays or prophesies with his head covered 
dishonors his head. 5And every woman who prays. 
or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors 
her head—it is just as though her head were 
shaved. If a woman does not cover her head, she 
should have her hair cut off; and if it is a disgrace 
for a woman to have her hair cut or shaved off, she 
should cover her head. 7A man ought not to cover 
his head,? since he is the image and glory of God; 
but the woman is the glory of man, 8For man did 
not come from woman, but woman from man; 
neither was man created for woman, but spats 
for man. 10For this reason, and because of the 
gels, the woman ought to have a sign of aut 
on her head. 

11In the Lord, however, woman is not ralepene 
dent of man, nor is man independent of woman. 
12For as woman came from man, so also man is 
born of woman. But everything comes from God. 
13Judge for yourselves; Is it proper for a woman to 
pray to God with her head uncovered? 14Does not 
the very nature of things teach you that if a man 
has long hair, it is a disgrace to him, ‘5but thatif a 
woman has long hair, it is her glory? For long hair 
is given to her as a covering. 16If anyone wants to 
be contentious about this, we have no other prac- 
tice—nor do the churches of God. 


The Lord’s Supper 


17In the following directives I have no praise for 
you, for your meetings do more harm than good. 
i8In the first place, I hear that when you come 
together as a church, there are divisions among 
you, and to some extent I believe it. !No doubt 
there have to be differences among you to show 
which of you have God’s approval. 20When you 
come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat, 
2\for as you eat, each of you goes ahead without 
waiting for anybody else. One remains hungry, 
another gets drunk. 22Don’t you have homes to e: 


11:5 Women in Corinth 

In the Middle East, a woman who appeared in 
public barefaced, without a veil, showed loose 
morals. Some Muslim countries today still retain 
that custom. Paul's advice applied directly to the 
cultural situation in Corinth, where unruly women. 
were disrupting the worship. services. 


“6lf a woman has no covering, let her be for now 


989 1 CORINTHIANS 12:6 
irink in? Or do you despise the church of God and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. 


ind humiliate those who have nothing? What shall 3! Bubif we judged ourselves, we would fot come 

I a to you? Shall | praise you for this? Certainly under judgment. 32When we are judged by the 

not! Lord, we are being, disciplined so that we will not 
be condemned with the world. 


23For | received from the Lord what I also passed 
on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was 33So then, my brothers, when you come to- 


betrayed, took bread, 24and when he had given gether to eat, wait for each other. MIf anyone is 
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, hungry, he should eat at home, so that when you 
which 1s for you; do this in remembrance of me.” __ meet together it may not result in judgment. 

“Jn the same way, after supper he took the cup, And when I come | will give further directions. 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; rary . 
do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Spiritual Gifts, 
me.’ 26Kor whenever you eat this bread and drink 12 Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not 
this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he want you to be ignorant. 2You know that 
comes when you were pagans, somehow or other you 

Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks —_ were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 

the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be 3Therefore 1 tell you that no one who is speaking 
guilty of sinning against the body and blood ofthe __ by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and 
lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he _noonecansay, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy 
eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 2°For any- Spirit. 
one who eats and drinks without recognizing the 4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same 
body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on Spirit. “There are different kinds of service, but the 
himself. That is why many among you are weak = same Lord, 6There are different kinds of working, 


. eine 


Lessons from the Human Body 
The body needs an eye, and the eye needs a body 


The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form 
one body. So it is with Christ. 12:12 
(es you get along in life without eyes? Of course, but you must make adjustments, You must 

rely more on other senses and depend on friends, or perhaps a seeing-eye dog, for extra help. 
Regardleae of what adjustments you make, however, your body will remain incomplete without 
eyes. YOu will miss out on color and design and all the visual delights this world offers. 

An eyeless body can cope, but a bodyless eye is nine The most beautiful eyes in the 

world, when detached from a body, are lifeless and worthless. Eyes need a body that will bring 
them blood and receive their nerve impulses. 


Many Parts, All Working Together 

In chapter 12 Paul gives a clever anatomy lesson, with a purpose. By comparing members of the 
church of Christ to parts of a human body, he neatly explains two complementary truths the 
Corinthians had failed to comprehend. Any part of a body, he says—such as an eye, or a 
foot—makes a valuable contribution to the whole body. Whenever a single member is missing, 
the entire body suffers. 

‘And, he continues, no member can survive if isolated from the rest. Alone, an eye is useless. 
All parts must cooperate to form a single, unified body. 

Paul relied on body images to explain both the diversity and unity of God’s followers. The body 
analogy fit so well that he referred to it two dozen times in his various letters. It became his 
favorite way of portraying the church. 


An Emphasis on Unity 
A church as diverse as Corinth knew about the differences among various members, so Paul’s 
letter to them stressed the unity part of the analogy. How can diverse people work together ina 
spiritual body? He answered that question with the famous lyrical description of love in chapter 
13. After that eloquent statement, he went on to discuss the Corinthians’ various spiritual gifts. 
Chapters 12-14 address issues that troubled the patchwork Corinthian church and that still 
disturb the church today. The solution, in our time as well as Paul's, is for each person to respect 
other members of the body and to take direction from Jesus Christ, the head. 
Life Questions; Of Paul's list of spiritual gifts, which are prominent in your church? Are any overlooked? 
How do you fit in? 
—————— 


ad 
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but the same God works all of them in all men, 

7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit 
is given for the common good, §To one there is 
given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, 
to another the message of knowledge by means of 
the same Spirit, %to another faith by the same 
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 
10to another miraculous powers, to another proph- 
ecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to 
another speaking in different kinds of tongues," 
and to still another the interpretation of tongues.4 
All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, 
and he gives them to each one, just.as he deter- 
mines. 


One Body, Many Parts 


12The body is a unit, though it is made up of 
many parts; and though all its parts are many, they 
form one body. So it is with Christ. 13For we were 
all baptized by’ one Spirit into one body— 
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we 
were all given the one Spirit to drink. 
14Now the body is not made up of one part but 
of many. 15If the foot should say, “Because | am 
not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would 
not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 
16And if the ear should say, “Because | am not an 
eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for 
that reason cease to be part of the body, !7If the 
whole body were an eye, where would the sense of 
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where 
would the sense of smell be? !8But in fact God has 
arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, 
just as he wanted them to be. !9If they were all one 
part, where would the body be? 20As itis, there are 
many parts, but one body. 
21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need 
you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t 
need you!” 22On the contrary, those parts of the 
body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
2and the parts that we think are less honorable we 
treat with special honor. And the parts that are 
unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 
24while our presentable parts need no special treat- 
ment. But God has combined the members of the 
body and has given greater honor to the parts that 
lacked it, 25so that there should be no division in 
the body, but that its parts should have equal con- 
cern for each other. 26If one part suffers, every part 
suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part 
rejoices with it. 
27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one 
of you is a part of it. 28And in the church God has 
appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, 
third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those 
having gifts of healing, those able to help others, 
those with gifts of administration, and those 
speaking in different kinds of tongues. Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all 
work miracles? 90Do all have gifts of healing? Do all 
speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 3!But eagerly 
desire! the greater gifts. 


languages ‘3 Some early manuscripts body that I may boast 


"2 Or by the Spirit 5 Or other languages; also in verses 6, 18, 22, 23. and 39 - im 


110 Or languages; also in verse 28 *13 Or with; or in «30 Or other languages 431 Or But you are eagerly desiring rid Or 


Love 1) (0a 
And now I will show you t 


way. + 
13 else Seligeesors 
angels, but have not love, | am. 

sounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 21f 1] 

gift of prophecy and can fathom all n 

all knowledge, and if | have a faith that can 

mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 

ge all J Rosseen to Pe and 

ly to lames, have not love, 

nothing, > ee 
4Love is patient, love is kind, It does not envy, it 

does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is 

not self-seeking, it is not easily t keeps 

no record of wrongs. ®Love does not delight in 

but rejoices with the truth, 7It always. 

always trusts, always hopes, always 45 
SLove never fails, But where there are prophe- 

cies, they will cease; where there are they 

will be stilled; where there is know! > it wilh 

pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy — 

in part, but when perfection comes, the imper- 


a child, | thought like a child, 

child. When I became a man, I put: 

behind me. !2Now we see but a poor reflection as 

in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I 

know in part; then I shall know fully, even as lam — 

fully known. , 
13And now these three remain: faith, hope and 

love. But the greatest of these islove. q 


# 


Gifts of Prophecy and Tongues pie 
SN 


1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire — 
spiritual gifts, especially the of proph- r 
ecy. 2For anyone who speaks in a tongue’ does 
not speak to men but to God, Indeed, no one 
understands him; he utters mysteries with his 
spirit." 3But everyone who prophesies speaks to 
men for their strengthening, encouragement and 
comfort. 4He who speaks in a tongue edifies 
self, but he who prophesies edifies the church. ° 
would like every one of you to speak eS ai 
but I would rather have you prophesy. He who 
prophesies is greater than one who speaks in 


" 


ee | 
14:2 Speaking in Tongues 
1 Corinthians 12-14 gives the New Testament’s” | 
most complete teaching on supernatural gifts such 
as healing and speaking in tongues. Paul stresses 
two concerns: (1) “Sensati ’ gifts must not 
given higher rank than they deserve (chapter 13 
stresses the superiority of simple love). (2) These 
gifts should contribute to orderly and proper 
worship, not confusion. The Corinthians seemed to 
take everything to excess—whether practicing = 
immorality, ating the Lord’s Supper, or 
exercising spiritual gifts. ay ae 


52 Or another language; also in verses 4, 13, 14, 19, 26: 


991. 


rongues,# unless he interprets, SO that the church 
may be edified 
éNow, brothers. if | come to you and speak in 
tongues, what good will | be to you, unless I bring 
you some revelation oF knowledge or prophecy or 
word of instruction? 7Even in the case of lifeless 
things that make sounds, such as the flute or harp, 
how will anyone know what tune 1s being played 
unless there is a distinction in the notes? 8Again, if 
the trumpet does not sound a clear call, who will 
get ready for battle? 9So it is with you Unless you 
speak intelligible words with your tongue, how 
will anyone know what you are saying? You will 
just be speaking into the air WUndoubtedly there 
are all sorts of languages in the world, yet none of 
them is without meaning. "lf then I do not grasp 
the meaning of what someone is saying, lama 
foreigner to the speaker, and he is a foreigner to 
me. So it is with you. Since you are eager to have 
spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the 
church 
13For this reason anyone who speaks ina tongue 
should pray that he may interpret what he says. 
4For if | pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my 
mind is unfruitful. !5So what shall I do? I will pray 
with my spirit, but I will also pray with my mind; I 
will sing with my spirit, but 1 will also sing with my 
mind. Islf you are praising God with your spirit, 
how can one who finds himself among those who 
io not understand? say “Amen” to your thanks- 
giving, since he does not know what you are say- 
ing? '7You may be giving thanks well enough, but 
the other man is not edified. 

18] thank God that I speak in tongues more than 
all of you. !9But in the church I would rather speak 
five intelligible words to instruct others than ten 
thousand words in a tongue. 

20Brothers, stop'thinking like children. In regard 
to evil be infants, but in your thinking be adults. 

In the Law it is written: 


“Through men of strange tongues 
and through the lips of foreigners 
| will speak to this people, 
but even then they will not listen to me,” 
says the Lord. 


2Tongues, then, area sign, not for believers but 
for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is for be- 
ievers, not for unbelievers. So if the whole 
church comes together and everyone speaks in 
tongues, and some who do not understand? or 
some unbelievers come in, will they not say that 
} you are out of your mind? 4But if an unbeliever or 
someone who does not understands comes in 
while everybody is prophesying, he will be con- 
vinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged 
by all, and the secrets of his heart will be laid 
bare. So he will fall down and worship God, ex- 
claiming, “God is really among. you!” 


Orderly Worship 


26What then shall we say, brothers? When you 
come together, everyone has a hymn, ora word of 
45 Or other languages, also in verses 6, 18, 22, 23 and 39 


imquirers 24 Or or some inquirer 
'5 Greek Cepha! 


*16 Or among the inquirers 
38 Some manuscripts If he ts ignorant of this, let him be ignorant 


Instruction sunsets eae 
tion. All of these must be done 
ing of the church, 27If anyone speaks 
two—or at the most three—should. 


2°Two or three prophy a a 
others should. weigh carefully what is said. MAnd 


down, the first speaker shoul stop. ues 
all prophesy in turn so everyone may be in- 
structed and encouraged. #2The Kot arep ae 
are subject to the control of prophets, dis 
not a God of disorder but of peace. f 

‘As in all the congregations of the saints, 
Mwomen should remain silent in the churches, 
They are not allowed to speak, but must be in 
submission, as the Law says. “If they Saat to 
inquire about something, they should 
own husbands at home; for it is disgraceful cae 
woman to speak in the church. _ ‘ 

3éDid the word of God originate with you? Or 
are you the only people it has reached? 37If any- 
body thinks he is a prophet or spiritually gifted, let 
him acknowledge that what I am writing to you is 
the Lord’s command, 3If he ignores this, he him= 
self will be ignored./ 4 

39Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, 
and do not forbid speaking in tongues. But 
everything should be done in a fitting and orderly 


way. 
The Resurrection of Christ ie 


1 Now, brothers, | want to remind you of the 

gospel I preached eve which you re- 
ceived and on which you have taken your stand. 
2By this gospel you are saved, if you firmly to 
the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have 
believed in vain. L 

3For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importances: that Christ died for our sins accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day according to the Scrip- 
tures, Sand that he appeared to Peter, and then to 
the Twelve. ©After that, he appeared to more than 
five hundred of the brothers at the same time, 
most of whom are still living, though some have 
fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to 
all the apostles, 8and last of all he appeared to me 
also, as to one abnormally born. 

9For I am the least of the apostles and do not 
even deserve to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. !But by the grace of 
God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not 
without effect. No, I worked harder than all of 
them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was 
with me. Whether, then, it was I or they, this is 
what we preach, and this is what you believed, 


The Resurrection of the Dead 
12But if it is preached that Christ has been raised 
from the dead, how can some of you say that there 


21 Isaiah 28;11,12 423 Or some 
43. Or you at the first 


~ 


i 
: 
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ss ho resurrection of the dead? Bif there is no resur- 
recon of the dead, then not even Christ has been 
sed. “And if Chnst has not been raised, our 
ng is useless and so is your faith, SMore 
we are then found to be falserwitnesses 
sox. for we have testified about God that he 
“hnist trom the dead. But he did not raise 
the dead are not raised. !6For if the 
raised, then Christ has not been 
And if Christ has not been raised, 
le; vou are still in your sins. !8Then 
> have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 
this life we have hope in Christ, we are 
ore than all men. 
has indeed been raised from the 
tfruits of those who have fallen 
ince death came through a man, the 
of the dead comes also through a 
dam all die, so in Christ all will 
ut each in his own turn: Christ, 
hen, when he comes, those who 
en the end will come, when he 
2 kingdom to God the Father after he 
dominion, authority and power. 
v until he has put all his enemies 
e last enemy to be destroyed is 
has put everything under his 
en it says that “everything” has 
m, it is clear that this does not 
elf, who put everything under 
en he has done this, then the Son 
be made subject to him who put every- 
so that God may be all in all. 


2Now if there is no resurrec 
«those do who are baptized for the di 
are not raised at all, why aré people ze 
them? And as for us, why do we r 
selves every hour? 511 die every day—I mean 
brothers—just as surely as I glory over you 
Christ Jesus our Lord. If I fought wild beasts in 
Ephesus for merely human reasons, what have I 
gained? If the dead are not raised, at 


“Let us eat and drink, 
for tomorrow we die.“ 


33Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good “4 
character.” 4Come back to your senses as you 
ought, and stop sinning; for there are some who 


rnp 


are ignorant of God—I say this to your shame. — 


The Resurrection Body + 


35But someone may ask, “How aré’ the dead 
raised? With what kind of body will they come?’” 
36How foolish! What you sow does not come to life 
unless it dies. 37When you sow, you do not plant 
the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of 
wheat or of something else. 38But God gives it a 
body as he has determined, and to each kind of 
seed he gives its own body. 39All flesh is not the 
same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have 
another, birds another and fish another. #There 
are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bod- 
ies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one 
kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is 
another. 4!The sun has one kind of splendor, the 


The Worst Danger of All 
Why believe in life after death? 


Many people have questioned the afterlife. In Jesus’ day, a Jewish sect called Sadducees denied 
rrection from the dead. Doubters persist today (among them: many Black Muslims, 
and Marxists and most atheists). But Paul saw the matter of life after death as the most 


e ve issue in the Corinthian church. 


Pitiable Christians 


f ther 


s no future life, he thundered, the entire Christian message would be a lie. He, Paul, 
would have no reason to continue as a minister; Christ's death would have merely wasted blood; 
ans would be the most pitiable of all people. 

r 15 weaves together the threads of Christian belief about death. It shows how death is 
conquered and becomes, not an end, but a beginning. Cheered by such a triumphant note, 
the apostle Paul sums up his counsel to the Corinthians with a ringing challenge to ‘stand firm,” 
Questions: Which of Paul’s arguments in chapter 15 do you find most convincing? How does belief 
1 an afterlife affect you? 


€ is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been 4 
preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15:13-14 
the problems raised by the church at Corinth concerned personal behavior. After 


each of those problems, Paul turned to one last question, a matter of doctrine. Some 
the church were challenging the Christian belief in an afterlife. Death, they said, is the 


moon another and the stars another; and star dif 
ters from star in splendor. 
42S will it be with the resurrection of the dead. 
The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised 
imperishable; #it is sown in dishonor, it is raised 
in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power; 4it is sown a natural body, it is raised a 
spiritual body 
it there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual 
body. So it is written: “The first man Adam 
became a living being’; the last Adam, a life 
giving spirit, The spiritual did not come first, but 
the natural, and after that the spiritual, 47The first 
man was of the dust of the earth, the second man 
from heaven. “As was the earthly man, so are 
those who are of the earth; and as is the man from 
heaven, so also are those who are of heaven, 
49And just as we have borne the likeness of the 
earthly man, so shall we? bear the likeness of the 
man from heaven 
5 declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the. 
perishable inherit the imperishable, *!Listen, | tell 
youa mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all 
be changed— “in a flash, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and 
we will be changed. “For the perishable must 
clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal 
with immortality. When the perishable has been 
clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality, then the saying that is written will 
come true: “Death has been swallowed up in vic- 
tory 


5’‘Where, O death, is your victory? 
Where, O death, is your sting?”"4 


The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is 
he law. 57But thanks be to God! He gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ 
58Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let 
nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you know that your 
labor in the Lord is not in vain. 


The Collection for God’s People 


16 Now about the collection for God’s people: 
Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. 
———_—_ 


16:1 Remembering the Poor 
Paul’s deep concern for the poor in Jerusalem 
comes up often in the New Testament. He 
mentions taking a collection here, as well as in 
Romans and 2 Corinthians. He knew that 
widespread concern for the mother church in 
Jerusalem would do much to further unity between 
Jewish and Gentile Christians. 


Some early manuscripts so let us 


5A Isaiah 25:8 
1» Aramaic the expression Come, O Lard is Marana tha 


20n the first clay of wig ee Ss 
should set aside a sum of money in J 

his income, saving it up, so that when lcome no © 
collections will have to be made. Then, when | 
arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men 

‘ou approve and send them with your gift 
irucalect 4if it seems advisable for me to: ee 


they will accompany me. 
a a 
Personal Requests ; 


After I go through Macedonia, 1 wa come o 
you—for | will be going through Me F 


haps | will stay with you awhile, oreveny spend 
winter, so that you can help me on my journey, 
wherever I go. 7I.do not want to see you now and 
make only a passing visit; | hope to spend some 
time with you, if the Lord permits. *But | will stay 
on at Ephesus until Pentecost, because a great 
door for effective work has opened to me, and 
there are many who oppose me, > 

of Timothy comes, see to it that he has nothing 
to fear while he is with you, for he is carrying on 
the work of the Lord, just as lam. !!No one, then, 
should refuse to accept him, Send him on his way 
in peace so that he may return to me. | am expect 
ing him along with the brothers. 

12Now about our brother Apollos: 1 strongly 
urged him to go to you with the brothers. He was 
quite unwilling to go now, but he will go when he 
has the opportunity. 

13Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be 
men of courage; be strong. Do everything in 
love. 

15You know that the household of Stephanas 
were the first converts in Achaia, and they have 
devoted themselves to the service of the saints. I 
urge you, brothers, !6to submit to such as these 
and to everyone who joins in the work, and labors 
at it. 171 was glad when Stephanas, Fortunatus and 
Achaicus arrived, because they have supplied 
what was lacking from you. !8For they refreshed 
my spirit and yours also, Such men deserve recog- 
nition. 


Final Greetings 


19The churches in the province of Asia send you 
greetings. Aquila and Priscillae greet you warmly 
in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at 
their house. 20All the brothers here send you greet- 
ings. Greet one another with a holy kiss. 

211, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. 

Zif anyone does not love the Lord—a curse 
on him. Come, O Lord/! * 

2The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 

24My love to all of you in Christ Jesus. Amen.s 


455 Howea 13:14 19. Greek Prisca, a variant of 
#24 Some manuscripts do not have Amen. 
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A Book of J 
| Why isn’t Paul « 


Indeed, in our hearts we felt the semence of d fh. 
ourselves but on God, who raises the 1:9 


sf nets sometimes have a strange reaction to 2 
sickness,” An DN ic gymnast who trained for 15 ye 

medal performance feeling oddly dep i oucally, the swee 

bitter edge. sets : ‘ 

An even more pungent rd may hit those who 


wins a crucial court case is $ by sympathy for 
jubilantly to a cheering crowd on el: night wit 


lection 
inflicted—during the campaign. te v 
cut wit wast 

Lingering Pain A 
Something like that bittersweet state must have plz 
2 Corinthians. He had just won hose victory in 


side. His spirit had surged upon Titus’s news of their wave of 
preven letter, a personal risk, had paid off. Reflecting Paul's t 


reaks out in jubil it praise me ian 1S Gey nto 
And yet, in no other letter does Paul so op 

greeting he mentions hardships so severe that “we d tid 
references crop up regarding the tense relations he and the Cori hians h 
aloud if he has been'too hard on them; he acknowledges his lingering pai 


A Diary for Two Audiences amet seri ms tint ex dine 
Second Corinthians, full of allusions and personal references, | 


public document. If 1 Corinthians analyzes 
4 ae i 
Corinthians Support Rather, hem 


r self, 


: the pd rear 


diiceritere who pose g 


Of all Paul’s letters, 2 Corinthians reads most like a personal letter 
document. He wrote it when an intense struggle Corinth: 
head. As a result, it reveals much about Paul's troubled state. He 
freely, for appearing to be boasting, and for spending time on “foo 

Read 2 Corinthians like you would read any personal letter. Try to 
apostie Paul as he was writing, and look between the lines for clues 
relationship with the church at Corinth. What were his enemies acc 
for Paul's spirited reply to criticism, especially in the last four 
events in his life that are recorded nowhere else.) 5) Ses 
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CORINTHIANS 
2 NS 23 


You will likely notice that Paul is: tying Up loose ends in this letter! for example, he is preparing , 


for a third visit to Corinth and askin 
matters he pauses to write profoun 


them to get a collection ready. Yet. amid thes 
words on such topics as suffering, givingyand personal 


ministry ye vos DOs Mead 

t at wow hy sierra vsti wel Ful 
PLANS FOR READING 2 CORINTHIANS + 
PLAN 1; An Overview of 2 Corinthians ip 2 Days 


sennl2 odd tobemnevigndt 

[J Day 1. Read the Introduction to 2 Corinthians, then chapter 4, It helps explain how 
Paul kept going despite all his hardships. > oa : 

(3) Day 2. Read chapter 12, which includes a brief description of Pi 
“out-of-the-body” experience and his mysterious 


of ah ott Lens 


“thorn in the flesh.” lon tno 


PLAN 2: All Gf 2.Coninthjans in 10 Bays cry LAR Sea 
Ce iet 3C) 4) SC) CE 7 8 Chto Daycare One fa a) 
’ yor ne eon 
. ti Nenad 
Pi miay att? molt 40h te 17 
1 P si) Lave luce! udig hl ees Oy 76% 
Lu 1 Gritivionys ar tivailgyio 


Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of 
God, and Timothy our brother, ‘ 


To the church of God in Corinth, together with 
the saints throughout Achaiay 


2Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
ind the Lord Jesus Christ. 


The God of All Comfort 


‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 
God of all comfort, ‘who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trou- 
ble with the comfort we ourselves have received 
from God. 5For just as the sufferings of Christ flow 
over into our lives, so also through Christ our 
comfort overflows. lf we are distressed, it is for 
your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it 
is for your comfort, which produces in you patient 
endurance of the same sufferings we Suffer, 7And 
our hope for you is firm, because we know that 
just as you share in our sufferings, so also you 

share in our comfort. 
8We do not want you to be uninformed, broth- 
ers, about the hardships we suffered in the prov- 
ince of Asia. We were under great pressure, far 
beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired 
even of: life. “Indeed, in our hearts we ‘felt the 
sentence of death. But this happened: that) we 
might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises 
the dead. !0He has delivered us from such a deadly 
peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set 
our hope that he will continue to deliver us, Mas 
you help us by your prayers. Then many will give 
thanks on our? behalf for the gracious favor 
granted us in answer to the prayers of many. 


Paul’s Change of Plans 


12Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies 


#11 Many manuscripts your 


19. Greek Silvanus; a-variant of Silas 


bee 


oA) Wirt? 


cold svigeeok ales 
i ree) veers. 


o~ 

ps ies 
that we eee course n the world 
and especially lation: you, in 


holiness and sincerity that are from God. We have 
done so not according to worldly wisdom but ac- 
cording to God’s grace. 13For we do not write you 
anything you cannot read or understand. And I 
hope that, 4as you have understood us in part, 
you will come to understand fully that you can 
boast of us just as we will boast of you in the day of 
the Lord Jesus. \ a 

15Because | was confident of this, I planned to 
visit you first so that you might benefit twice. 161 
planned to visit you on my way to Macedonia and 
to come back to you from Macedonia, and then to 
have you send'me on my way to Judea. !7When I 
planned this, did | do it lightly? Or do I make my 
plans in a worldly manner so that in the same 
breath I say, ‘Yes, yes” and “No, no’? 

18But as surely as Godis faithful, our message to 
you is not ““Yes’’ and “No.” 19For the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by me 
and Silasb and Timothy, was not “Yes” and “No,” 
but in him it has always been “Yes. 20For no 
matter how, many: promises God has made, they 
are “Yes” in Christ. And so through him the 
“Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. 
21Now it is God who makes both us and you stand 
firm in Christ. He anointed us, “set his seal of 
ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as 
a deposit, guaranteeing what isto come. 

231 call God as my witness that it was in order to 
spare you that I did not return to Corinth. 74Not 
that we lord it over your faith, but we work with 
you for your joy, because it is by faith you stand 

firm. !So | made up my mind that I would not 
make another painful visit to you. 2For if I 
grieve you, who is left to make me glad but you 
whom I have grieved? 31 wrote as I did so that 
when | came I should not be distressed by those 


ain adh Qua bere Pe 


’ 


2 CORINTHIANS 2:4 


who ought to make me rejoice. | had confidence in 
ail of you, that you would all share my joy. 4For I 
wrote you out of great distress and anguish of 
heart and with many tears, not to grieve you but to 
fet vou know the depth of my love for you. 


Forgiveness for the Sinner 


Sit anyone has caused grief, he has not so much 
gneved me as he has grieved all of you, to some 
extent—not to put it too severely. ‘The punish- 
ment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient 
for him. "Now instead, you ought to forgive and 
comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed 
by excessive sorrow. SI urge you, therefore, to reaf- 
firm your love for him, ‘The reason I wrote you 
was to see if you would stand the test and be 
obedient in everything. lf you forgive anyone, I 
also forgive him. And what I have forgiven—if 
there was anything to forgive—I have. forgiven in 
the sight of Christ for your sake, "lin order that 
Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware 


Ministers of the New | 


J. Sng, 
!2Now when 

pel of Christ and foun 

door for me, 131 still had no peace of mind 

I did not find my brot Titus there. 


good-by to them and S 
| 


u 
Christ among those who are being saved and those 
who are perishing. !6To the one we are the smell of 
death; to the other, the fragrance of life. And who 
is equal to such a task? !7Unlike Paeviowy 
‘Ow thee 
ae 


not peddle the word of God for profit. 
contrary, in Christ we speak before God w 

cerity, like men sent from God. id 
Are we beginning to commend ourselves 
again? Or do we need, like some people, 

of recommendation to you or from you? 2You 
yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, 


of his schemes. 


known and read by everybody. 3You show that 


A Mysterious Visit : 2 
Paul's break with the Corinthians 


Fo 
, e 
So | made up my mind that | would not make another painful visit to you. 2:1 im 


Ts who try to piece together Paul's life story from fragments in the two Corinthian letters and 
the book of Acts usually come away puzzled. Paul, addressing friends who knew that history 
intimately, saw no need to review every stage of their relationship. Yet for us, reading centuries 
later, some chronology would help explain his allusions and his emotional state. 
Many scholars believe two events occurred to which Paul refers only in Passing: “the painful 
visit” and ‘‘the painful letter.”” 


A Change in Plans 

In the first two chapters Paul explains a change of plans whereby he decided not to visit Corinth 
because he didn’t want to make “another painful visit” (2:1). What visit was he referring to? 

During his first visit to Corinth, spanning 18 months, the church took shape (Acts 18:11), Paul 
probably would not have described that time as a “painful visit./” Evidently he made a second visit 
to Corinth, not recorded in Acts, that included a painful confrontation. 

Paul planned a third visit to Corinth, but postponed it because he didn’t want to stir up the 
conflict. Later, he wondered about rescheduling that third visit (12:14; 13:1). vite 


4 


The Longed-for Reconciliation » 
Second Corinthians also mentions a letter written out of great distress and with tears (2:4; 
7:8). This letter, coming after Paul’s unsettling second visit, contained such strong wor that he 
feared the Corinthians’ response. He fleetingly regretted having written the letter. Had it b 
their relationship? While he preached in the seaport town of Troas, Paul anxiously awaited some. 


report of their reaction, through Titus. 4 2 

One can imagine Paul rushing to the dock as ships from Macedonia came to unload, fe: - 
scanning the vessels for some sign of Titus. Finally, unable to find peace of mind, he left his 
ministry in Troas to seek out Titus in Macedonia. : 

News from Titus at last calmed Paul. The Corinthians had indeed repented (7:7-9) and wanted to 
restore ties with him. Feeling encouraged, Paul contemplated a third visit as he wrote ' 
2 Corinthians. He used the letter to rebuild his relationship with them and to spell out his reasons 


for coming 


aS" 
Life Questions: Have you ever experienced a tear in a relationship like the one described here? How | 


have you found healing? 
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you are a letter from Christ, the result of our minis- 
try, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the 
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of 
human hearts. 
4Such confidence as this is ours through Christ 

before God. 5Not that we are competent in our- 
selves to claim anything for ourselves, but our 
competence comes from God. 6He has made us 
competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of 
the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but 
the Spirit gives life. 

The Glory of the New Covenant 

7Now if the ministry that brought death, which 

was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, 
so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the 
face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it 
was, Swill not the ministry of the Spirit be even 
more glorious? %If the ministry that condemns men 
is glorious, how much more glorious is the minis- 
try that brings righteousness! !0For what was glori- 
ous has no glory now in comparison with the sur- 
passing glory. And if what was fading away 
came with glory, how much greater is the glory of 
that which lasts! 

Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are 
very bold. !3We are not like Moses, who would put 
a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gaz- 
ing at it while the radiance was fading away. !4But 
their minds were made dull, for to this day the 
same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It 
has not been removed, because only in Christ is it 
taken away. !5Even to this day when Moses is 
read, a veil covers their hearts. ‘6But whenever 
anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away- 
\7Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit 

{ the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we, who 
with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, 
are being transformed into his likeness with ever- 
increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who 
is the Spirit 


Treasures in Jars of Clay 


Therefore, since through God's mercy we have 
this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2Rather,; we 
have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do 
not use deception, nor do we distort the word of 
God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth 
plainly we commend ourselves to every man’s 


3:2 A Human Letter 


Chapters 3-5 form one of the Bible’s great passages 
on professional ministry: what is involved in 
representing Christ on earth. Responding to 
attacks, Paul defends his “style” of ministry. He 
discusses the ultimate goal of ministry and the 
grace of God in using mere “jars of clay” to 
accomplish his work. But the final proof of 
effectiveness, he says, is people’s lives. In this way, 
the Corinthians themselves are his best letter of 
recommendation, for he brought them the gospel 
in the first place. 


#18 Or contemplate *6 Gen, 13 «13 Psalm 116:10 


2 CORINTHIANS 4:18 
conscience in the sight of God. 3And even.if our | ;" 
gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are per- _ 
ishing. ¢The god of this age has blinded the 

of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the it of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 

of God. 5For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus 
Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine 
out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our 
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of-Christ, 

7But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show 
that this all-surpassing power is from God and not 
from us. 8We are hard pressed on every side, but 
not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9perse- 
cuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not 
destroyed. !0We always carry around in our body 
the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also 
be revealed in our body. !!For we who are alive are 
always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so 
that his life may be revealed in our mortal body. _ 
12S0 then, death is at work in us, but life is at work — 
in you. 

It is written: “I believed; therefore 1 have 
spoken.”« With that same spirit of faith we also 
believe and therefore speak, “because we know 
that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the 
dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us 
with you in his presence. !5All this is for your 
benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and 
more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow 
to the glory of God. 

lsTherefore we do not lose heart. Though out- 
wardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are 
being renewed day by day. !7For our light and 
momentary troubles are achievirig for us an eternal 
glory that far outweighs them all. 18So we fix our 
eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. 
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen 
is eternal. 


4:7 A Picture of Human 
Weakness 

Where would you keep expensive jewelry? You 
would want a safe, secure place. You wouldn’t put 
valuables in, say, an old broken box. Yet this image 
comes close to the one Paul used to describe his 
ministry: “jars of clay.” In his day jars were about 
as common—and as boxes are today. 

The treasure Paul refers to is the incredible 
message of the gospel: God’s good news of 
forgiveness and the promise of life forever. Yet, 
amazingly, God chose to enclose that treasure in 
people who are like “jars of clay.” yan ypereae 
trchoary andl hiebly becalallal games tells us he 

is both. An immortal God chooses mere humans as 
fir personal representannest “And who is equal to 
such a task?” Paul asks (2:16). He determines to 
fie attention So the teat aaete eae 
a 
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2 CORINTHIANS 5:1 
Our Heavenly Dwelling 


5 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live tiv 
is destroyed, we have a building from God, an 
eternal house in heaven, not built by hamanh 
hands, *Meanwhile we min, longing to be 
clothed with our hea y dwelling, ‘because 
when we are clothed, we will not be found naked, 
‘Por while we are in this tent, we groan and are 
burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed 
but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so 
that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 
‘Now it is God who has made us for this very 
purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come. ' 
Therefore we are always confident and know 
that as long as we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord. 7We live by faith, not by 
sight. We are confident, I'say, and would prefer to 
be away from the body and at home with the Lord, 
%So we make it our goal to please him, whether we 
are at home in the body or away from it. For we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
that each one may receive what is due him for the 
things done while in the body, whether good or 
bad 


The Ministry of Reconciliation 


'Since, then, we know what it is to fear the 
Lord, we try to persuade men, What we are i§ 
plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your 
conscience. |2We are not trying to commend our 
selves to you again, but are giving you an opportu- 
nity to take pride in us, so that you can’ answer 
those who take pride in what is seen rather than in 
what is in the heart. |3If we are out of our mind, it 
is*tfor the sake of God; if we are in our right mind, 
it is for you. '4For Christ's love compels us, be+ 
cause we are convinced that one died for all, and 
therefore all died. !5And he died for all, that those 
who live should no longer live for themselves but 
for him who died for them and was raised again. 
le6So from now on we regard no one from a 
worldly point of view, Though we once regarded 
Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17There- 
fore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the 
old has gone, the new has come! !8All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that 
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 
not counting men’s sins against them. And he has 
committed to us the message of reconciliation. 
20We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as 


5:1 The Body as a Tent 

Paul often refers to his frail and abused body in 
this letter. But in this passage he looks past life on 
earth to a future life when, he says, we will have 
new bodies “not built by human hands.’" The 
contrast between tent and house shows the 
temporary nature of a body in this life compared to 
what is to come. 


*2 Isaiah 49:8 
‘18 2 Samuel 7:14; 7:8 
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(15 Greek Beliar, a variant of Belial 


toGod. 2\God made him who hadino sin. 

for us, so that in him we might become | 

eousness of Godse 6 aii) on or ebtiace da 
As God's fellow workers we ure | 

receive God's: grace inivain, 2For 
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“In the time of 1 my favor. | heard YOU, py 

» and.in the day of salvation | helpediyou.") 


I tell you, now is the time of Gauls favor) a 


the day of salvations;y ) vol) a1) \ ‘gah? ott & 
i it wit a tread = 
Paul’s Hardships aya) ch Gay oeairaly 
‘We put no stumbling block in anyone's path, so, _ 


that our ministry will not be discredited. *Rather, 
as servants of God we commend ow 
every way: in great endurance; in'troubles; hard~ 
ships and distresses; 5in beatings, imprisonments. 
and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights. and hun- 
ger; °in purity, understanding, patience and kind- 
ness; in the Holy Spirit dey in es gear. 
truthful speech and in the power. 7 
weapons of righteousness in the right handandin: 
the left; &through glory and dishonor, bad report —_ 
and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impos- 
tors; %known, yet regarded/as unknown; dying, 
and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed;: 
Wsorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yetmaking) 
many rich; having nothing, and yet esiilgcas 
everything. ) gyros Loaaimebas 
We have spoken freely ‘to: you, Corinthians, 
and opened wide our hearts to you. !2We are not 
withholding our affection from you, but you are 
withholding yours from us. 13As a fair exchange— 
I speak as iy my aver Sree wees your hearts ~ 
also: : pus eitiw 
OMNES Br aah, 


Do Not Be Yoked With suman 


ied 

4Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. 
For what do righteousness and wickedness havé 
in common? Or what fellowship can light have 
with darkness? !5What harmony twe 
Christ and Belial‘? What does a ever have in 
common with an unbeliever? 16What ¢ agreement is is 
there between the temple of God and idols? For we, 
are the temple of the living God. As God has said: 
“Twill live with them and walk among them, and 1 
will be their God, and they will be my people,’ 


17" Therefore come out from them: ryr¢5)) § © 6 


and be separate, 0 ye 
“says the Lord, 


Touch no unclean. thing, Me bel nad sniinsesga 
and | will receive you.” 2&4 abnstab tie eile ze 
18] will bea Father to yOu, pg) 
and you will be my sons and daughters, - we 
‘oy says the Lord Almighty.“- 
Hagernes 2 erotrariPraths 

Since we have these promises, dear friends, let: 
us purify ourselves from everything thatcon-, 
taminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out 

of reverence forGod. —- - 


416 Lev. 26:12; Jer. 32:38; Ezek. 37:27 
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Paul's Joy tly 


2Make room for us in your hearts. We have. 
wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we 
have exploited no one. 31 do not say this to con- 
demn you; | have said before that you have such a 
place in our hearts that we would live Or die'with 
you. 4] have great confidence in you; I take great 
pride in you, | am greatly encouraged) in all our 
troubles my joy knows no bounds. 
5For when we came into Macedonia, this body 
of ours had no rest, but we were harassed atevery 
turn-,conflicts on the outside, fears within, *But 
God, who comforts the downcast, comforted usiby 
the coming of Titus, 7and not only by his coming” 
but also by the comfort you had'given him: He told 
us about your longing for me, your deep sorrow, 
your ardent concern for me, so that my joy was’ 
greater than ever. 
sEven if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do 
not regret it. Though I-did regretit—l-see thabmy= 
letter hurt you, but only for a little while yet, 
now | am happy, not because you were made sor-_ 
ry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. 
For you became sorrowful as God intended and $6, 
were not harmed in any way by us, “Godly sor 
row brings repentance that leads to salvation and 
leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death, 
\1See what this godly sorrow, has produced in you; 
\hat earnestness, what eagerness. to clear your. 
selves, What indignation, what alarm, what long- 
ing, what concern, what readiness to see justice 
done. At.every pointyou have proved-yourselves- 
to be innocent in this matter. So even though I 
wrote to you, it was not on account of the one who 
did the wrong or of the injured party, but rather 
that before God you could see for yourselves how 
devoted to us you are. By all this we areencour-) 


aged 

In addition to our own encouragement; we Were 
especially delighted to see how happy Titus was, 
because his spirit has been refreshed by all of you 
14] had boasted to him about you, and you have 
not embarrassed me. But just as everything we 
said to you was true, so our boasting about you to 
Titus has proved to be true as Well) MAnd his 
affection for you is all the greater when he remem- 
bers that you were all obedient, receiving him with 
tearand trembling. !¢l'am glad I can have complete 


confidence in you 


Generosity Encouraged 


And now, brothers, we want you, to know 
about the grace that God has given the 


7:9 What Suffering Produces 
When he wrote about suffering, Paul concentrated 
not merely on the pain itself, but on what qualities 
it produced in those who had faith. In this case, he 
cites the emotional suffering the Corinthians had 
experienced because of his letter. Although the 
suffering was unpleasant, it produced something of 
great value: an abrupt change in their attitudes. 
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t0And here is my adyice 
you in this matter: Last yes 
only td give a ae : 
lNow finish the that your 
ness to do it aye tated by y 
a oe ae 
ness is there, the gift is acc ble ac : 
what one has, not.according to, what/he doesinot 


have. o - 
13Our desire is not that others might be relieved 


be equ: 


supply w! 
will supply what you need. Then there will be 


equality, 'Sas it is written: “He who gathered much 
Mot have tod: and he who gathered little 
did not have too little.””> 
S et-newyy, A ‘ 
Titus Sent to Corinth 
lo] thank God, whe put into. the: heart of Titus» 
the same concern L-have for you, !7Bor Titus not) 
only welcomed our appeal, but he is ¢ c 
with much peta Os 
18And we are sending along with him the. b 
who is praised by all the churches for hi Pete, 
the gospel. !9What is more,, he was chosen by the. 
churches to accompany us as we carry the offering, 
which we administer inorder to"honior the ‘Lord * 
himself and to show our eagerness to help. We 
want to avoid any criticism of the way weladminis- © 
ter this liberal gift. 2!For we are taking pains to do” 
what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but” 
alsoin the eyesofmens 0 
2 addition, ' we are’ sending with 
brother who has often proved to us in 
that he is zealous, and now even more so 
of his great confidence in you. As for Miaty’ 
my partner and fellow worker among you; 
our brothers, they aré representatives of 
churches and an honor to Christ. Therefore show 
these men the proof of your love and the reason for 
our pride in you, so that the churches can see it. 


2 CORINTHIANS 9:1 
There is no need for me to write to you about 
this service to the saints. 2For I know your 

eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about 
it to the Macedonians, telling them that since last 
year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your 
enthusiasm has stirred most of them to action. 
3But I am sending the brothers in order that our 
boasting about you in this matter should not prove 
hollow, but that you may be ready, as | said you 
would be. 4For if any Macedonians come with me 
and find you unprepared, we—not to say any- 
thing about you—would be ashamed of having 
been so confident. 5So I thought it necessary to 
urge the brothers to visit you in advance and finish 
the arrangements for the generous gift you had 
promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift, 
not as one grudgingly given. 


Sowing Generously 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously 
will also reap generously, 7Each man should give 
what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluc- 
tantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheer- 
ful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace 
abound to you, so that in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, you will abound in every 
good work. 9As it is written: 


“He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; 


#9 Psalm 112.9 


ly P 
* 


1000 Sac. 


his righteousness endures rer,” 
WNow he who supplies seed to the 
bread for food will also supply and in 
store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of 
righteousness. '!You will be made rich in ev 
way so that you can be generous on every occa- 
sion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God. : 
12This service that you perform is not only sup- 
plying the needs of God's people but is also over- 
flowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 
13Because of the service by which you have proved 
yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience 
that accompanies your confession of the gospel of 
Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with 
them and with everyone else, And in their 
prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, 
because of the surpassing grace God has given 


9:6 Bonuses of Giving 

In taking his collection for poor people, Paul - 
mainl Prapesied to the Christian responsibility to 
help thow in need. But, in this passage, he details 
generosity’s side effects. Giving actually enriches 
and benefits the giver, he says. Also, a gift can 
serve as an act of worship to God and can inspire 
other people’s faith and thanksgiving. 
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Don’t Forget the Poor | 
A fund-raising letter from Paul himself 


Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver. 9:7 

Grcone Corinthians presents a direct appeal for funds (chapters 8-9). Jewish Christians near 
Jerusalem were isportedy on the edge of starvation. Paul seized on the crisis as a perfect 

chance for Gentile Christians to reach out in compassion and demonstrate their spiritual unity 

with Jewish Christians. Paul used this opportunity to teach the new Christians about the obligation 


and the privilege of giving. 


Practicing What He Preached 
In these two chapters, Paul outlines a es of Christian giving, holding up Jesus Christ as 

a model. He explains the goal of such giving and the proper attitude of the givers.-He even 
annie a little pressure by citing examples of Christians less wealthy than the Corinthians (8:1-6; 

sted). 
This brief passage on giving shows Paul’s holistic concerns. While still recuperating from 
personal trauma, he had agreed to head up a major fund-raising drive on behalf of the needy in 
Jerusalem. Later, working on that very project, he paused to write the profoundly theological book 
of Romans (Romans 15:25-26). His scholarship didn’t dampen a zeal for practical Christian love; his 
concern for souls didn’t crowd out concern for their hungry bodies. 
Life Questions: Compare Paul’s appeal for funds with those you have experienced in the church. Is 


there a different emphasis? 
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YOU) MP Naik be te Cod noe Nie (ndlenorttatale win! 
Vail! Defenwe of Hie Ministry 


10 HWY the noekiiene and mertionem af Chetwt, | 
appeal to yothed, Paul whe an “tnd! 
When face to face WHI you, but bold!” whee 
away! Abe vou (hat when Loone Fiay nat have 
Wo be as bolt as Lexpeet to be toward name people 
who think that we tive by the standards of thie 
Wworkd, Por though we live inthe ward, we do not 
Wage war as the workt does, “fhe weapons we 
fight with are oot (he weapons ofthe world, On 
the contrary, they have divine power to demoliat 
strongholds. We demotiah arguments and eve 
pretension that sets itelf up againat the knowl 
exige of God and we take captive every thought to 
make iLobedient to Christ, (And we will be ready 
t© punish every act of dikobedionee, once your 
obedience is complete 

“You are looking only on the surface of things 
Ihanyone is confident that he belongs to Christ he 
should consider again that we belong to Christ just 
as much as he, For even if] boast somewhat freely 


facts 


rel (to the wove dune by others 


THT (ie Gant  mnemenre Kae dasegnied ie a mewaurement that relates eoen to you. 4 


about the authority the Lord 
yeu ap father inant pu vostdewn, (ee 
shared oF iL do nat want ta te be y 
ty rine YOU WHI Tay Tettera some sat 
“Hin better are wenghity and foveal, bat in person 
he ie Unipremnive and Nin aenOUTte to 
Hothing’” OSueh people ahould reales Mat what 
We are in Gur letters When We are absent, we Will 
bo in Our actions when We are prenent. " 
We do net dare to classlly OF dompare aut 
wlven with some whe commend themselves. 
When they measure themwelven by | 
and compare themselven with themaelves, they 
are not wine, MWe, however, will not boast 
beyond proper limite, but will confine our boasting 
to the tel God has assigned to us, a field that 
reaches even to you, We are not going too far in 
our boasting, as would be the case if we had not 
come to you, for we did get as far as you with the 
gospel of Christ, Neither do we go beyond our 
limite by boasting of work done by others! Our 
hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our 
area of activity among you will greatly expand, 


NEY 1) Qe We hoiewer will mot levtst bout Hinges Hitt aniiot be meusured, but we will boast accorting te 


Neither dor we beret about 


Paul Has Had Enough 


Answering his critics 


| reneat; Let no one take me for a fool. 11:16 


Vere 1 of chapter 10 introduces a dramatic shift in tone. The first nine chapters mainly show 
Paul's relief at seeing encouraging signs in Corinth, But these last four chapters make clear that 
hostility was still raging. In fact, some have guessed this section was taken from the “painful 


letter 
criti¢s. 

Who were his balk 
answers throughout t 
nothing right 


Paul referred to earlier (2:4), Here at the end of 2 Corinthians, Paul boldly contronts his 


‘onists? A picture of them emerges if you compile all the accusations Paul 
e letter. Basically, they were troublemakers. In their eyes, Paul could do 


Paul’s enemies in Corinth had blasted him for not visiting them as promised; yet when he did 
visit they gossiped, “In person he is unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothing” (10:10). 
They had criticized him for not taking a salary and then hinted he was misusing funds (6:20; 
11:7-9). To these “super-apostles” (11:5), Paul somehow appeared simultaneously unimpressive 
and yet crafty; overly strict and yet worldly. Some even hinted he was out of his mind (5:13). 


A Ringing Self-Defense 


You can almost sense Paul declaring “I’ve had it!” then rolling up his sleeves to refute the 
Corinthian church, not just his own reputation, is at 


h . He insists that the future of t 
stake, Went does't like the burning jealousy of a father who watches his virgin 


hter be seduced away from her true lover (11:2-3). 
ae 20 foul Rar how Paul’s passionate nature. Frustrated by having to defend 


stake. What does he feel? sometine 


ese four remarkable chapters s| 


> almost stammers in print. He is determined to convince the Cori 
ie etid by a dese t any schemes of profit or power. Along the way, he 
d reveals intimate details of his spiritual life, 


motivated by a desire to serve God, not by 


lists an amazing catalog of his physical sufferings an: 


inthians that he is 


ded in mystery (12:1-6). 
tridiuding One iGo a ee aa he Corinthians and to all of us. Look at my life and 


Judge tor yourself, Paul seems to say, to t 
decide, Whose fool am |? 


2 CORINTHIANS 1008 


Life Questions: Have you ever been wrongly accused of something? How did you react to your 


accusers? 


2 CORINTHIANS 10:16- 


lego that We can preach the gospel in the regions, 
beyond you, For we do net want to boast about 

work already done in another man’s: territory. 
But, “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord." 
18For it is not the one who commends himself who 

is approved, but the one whom the Lord com> 
mends. 


Paul and the False Apostles nagiad 


1 Ll hope you will put up with a little of my 
foolishness; but you are already doing that. 
21am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. 1 prom= 
ised you to one husband, to Christ, so that] might 
present you as a pure virgin to him. 3But | am 
afraid that just as\Eve was deceived by the ser-~ 
pent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led 
astray from your sincere and pure devotion to 
Christ. 4For if someone comes to you and preaches: 
a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you 
receive a different spirit from the one you received, 
ora different gospel from the one you accepted, 
you put up with it easily enough. SBut I do not 
think | am in the least inferior to those “super+ 
apostles.” $l may not be a trained speaker, but I do 
have knowledge. We have made this perfectly 
clear to you in every way. 
7Was it a sin for me to lower myself in order to 
elevate you by preaching the gospel of God to you 
free of charge? §I robbed other churches by receiv- 
ing support from them so as to serve you. 9And 
when I was with you and needed something, | was 
nota burden to anyone, for the brothers who came 


from Macedonia supplied what I needed. I have” 
kept myself from being a burden to you in any _ 


way, and will continue to do so. !0As surely as the 
truth of Christ is in me, nobody in the regions of 
Achaia will stop this boasting of mine. ‘Why? 
Beca-isel do not love you? God knows | do! !2And 
| will keep on doing what lam doing in order tocut 
the ground from under those who want an oppor- 
tunity to be considered equal withusin the things 
they boast about. 

For such men are false apostles, deceitful 
workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. 
14And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades 
as an angel of light. !5It is not surprising, then, if 
his servants masquerade as servants of nighteous- 
ness. Their end will be what their actions deserve. 


Paul Boasts About His Sufferings 


él repeat: Let no one take me fora fool. But if 
you do, then receive me just as you would a fool, 
co that | may do a little boasting. 17In this self- 
confident boasting | am not talking as the Lord 
would, but as a fool. Since many are boasting in 
the way the world does, I too will boast. "You 
gladly put up with fools since you are so wise! 20In 
fact, you even put up with anyone who enslaves 
you or exploits you or takes advantage of you or 
pushes himself forward or slaps you in the face. 
2)To my shame | admit that we were too weak for 
that! 

What anyone else dares to boast about—I am 
speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast about. 
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Paul's Vision and His Thorn 
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Mae Was ih tae 


the third heaven. 
out of the body I do not know—God 

1 know that this man—whether qin? 
apart from the body I donot know, | 
—4was caught up to paradise. i 
sible things, things that man is not 

tell. 51 will boast al 1 

boast about myself, except al V 
®Even if | should choose to boast, 1 se 
refrain, so no one will “more of 
warranted by what | doorsay, 9) 
7To keep me from becoming: 


ay 
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the Lord to like away from ine. “But be paid to 
dye, My jae tn eufficierit for you, for my power 
le made perfect in weakness.” Therefore 1 will 
boast all (ie tiore yladly about my weakneeies, 90 
thar Chriats power may fest on me That le why, 
for Clitlsts sake, 1 delight in weaknesses, int ine 
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Paul's Concern for the Corinthians 
have made a foolot myself, bul you drove me Final Warn 
toil Lought to have been commended by you, for 
Lam not in the least into oh to 13. 
iles,”-even though Lam RUKIA tthe henge cane fa 
mark an apostle-signs, wonders and mirage 74 
were done among you with great por ‘) vot 


“How were you inferior to the other churches, 
except that | was never a burden to you? Forgive be 
me this wrong! : ana! “tpeakin hroug! ¥ 
Now | am ready to visit you for the third time, with you, but is po 
and | will not bea burden to-you, bueduie what 1)» Wh Hi di 
want is not your possessions bat-your After all) sp ‘ji 
children should not have to save ap for their pat’ ‘God Wee We vat 
ents, but parents for their children, 150 I will very" spa 
gladly spend for you everything [haveandexpend the faith; test yourselvéss clones Narn 
myself as well, If | love you more, will you love me Fie Ip in. yo 
less? TBe that as it may, Chave not been a eueaer" "the test if 
to you. Yet, crafty fellow that aot SURE pide pibleg anh 
trickery! '7Did T exploit you through any of if ill: not. do anything wrong. 
men I sent you? ISL urged Titus to go to you pia / wile vena 
sent our brates with Ain, te did not exploit, / 


"Have you aes thinking all along that we Thealeas 
been defending ourselves to you? We have been 


12:7 The Thorn in Paul’s Flesh 
Bible scholars don’t agree on the precise nature of | 
Paul’s “thorn.” Some suggest a physical ailment, 
such as an eye disease, malaria, or epilepsy. Others. 
interpret it as a spiritual temptation, or the A 
constant opposition of his Jewish enemies. The Ania 
Bible gives no clear evidence on the precise nature 
of this affliction, Regardless, Paul stresses that,God 
permitted the thorn to continue, despite his 
prayers for relief, to teach him an important lesson. 
about grace and dependence. This conclusion 
echoes Paul’s thoughts.on the Corinthians’ { 
suffering in chapter 7. 
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#1 Deut. 1995 


No Second-Class Christians 
A protest against treason 


But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached 

to you, let him be eternally condemned! 1:8 

Pp is angry. You can almost see his face: flushed red, with lines of tension working in his jaw. 
Typically, he greets his readers briefly and then launches into warm praise of them. But in this 

letter shock and dismay replace the usual warmth. A crisis threatens the Galatians, and Paul opens 

with a withering blast against the people responsible. 


What's the Problem? 
Yet, when you read a few chapters, you may wonder why the apostle is so upset. Galatia seems 
innocent of the sins of Corinth; Paul describes no incest or idolatry here. Instead, he brings up ~ 
common, everyday Jewish affairs such as the observance of festival days and the practice 

ancient traditions, especially circumcision. Where is the big crisis? 


Paul could foresee the outcome of the Galatians’ thinking: by unduly stressing their Jewish” 


heritage, the Galatians would soon devalue what Christ had done. They would start trusting in 
their own human effort (their keeping of “the law”) to gain acceptance by God (3:1-5). 

If the Galatians continued their policies, the bedrock of the gospel would crumble. Faith in 
Christ would become just one of many steps in salvation, not the only one. The gospel itself 


would. be perverted (1:6-9). 


A Dangerous Class Structure 
Paul saw other ominous dangers ahead for the fledgling Christian church. As a Jewish Roman 
citizen who spoke Greek, he knew well the innate human tendency to look down on people. 
Roman citizens snubbed non-Romans; Greeks looked down their noses at Romans; and Jews, with 
their exalted history and highly developed religion, felt superior to other cultures. 
The Galatians’ insistence on strict Jewish rules would bring side effects. Subtle distinctions 
in: faith in Christ is fine, but a circumcised person who 


between Christians would inevitably cree, 
keeps the Jewish law...that’s far better. A\ ready, such thoughts had infected two esteemed 
apostles, Peter and Barnabas. Circumcised Christians were snubbing uncircumcised ones as 


second-class citizens. 

The letter to the Galatians, then, is protesting against treason. It lashes out against subtle 
dangers that can ultimately pervert the ‘ospel and divide the church. Paul insists that Jesus Christ 
came to tear down walls between people, not to build them up. In him there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female (3:28). Faith in him, not anyone's set of laws (2:16), opens _ 


the door to acceptance by God. 


How to Read Galatians 


Galatians reads like a dramatic court trial. On one side of the courtroom stand Paul's accusers. 
Persuasive and powerful, these “Judaizers” have followed Paul from town to town, spreading 
rumors and contradicting his version of the Christian faith. i. 

On the other side sit the jury, the Galatian Christians. They have enjoyed warm friendship with 
Paul in the past, but some of the charges aan him are serious. Did he invent parts of the 
gospel he preached to them? Has Goi really given him a special insight? Is it true that his message 
of “freedom” will lead to a weak, immoral church? Should they turn their backs on their Jewish: 
heritage? 
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Paul, acting in his own self-defense, paces the 


tight logic, historical reviews, and personal outrage. 


integrity, is at stake. 


In topical content, Galatians covers much the same ground as Romans. 


with a fighting spirit. As you read it, try to visuali: 
Paul’s effectiveness as a defendant. 


PLANS FOR READING GALATIANS 

PLAN 1: An Overview of Galatians in 1 Day 
C Day 1. Read the Introduction to 
concentrate to follow all the argu 


interpretation of the Old Testamen 


Galatians. 
PLAN 2: All of Galatians in 5 Da) 
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ments. But this chapter gives an essential 
t. Study it as a sample of Paul's defense in 
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Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by 

man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, 
who raised him from the dead—?and all the broth- 
ers with me, 


To the churches in Galatia: 


3Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave himself for 
our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, 
according to the will of our God and Father, °to 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


No Other Gospel 


6] am astonished that you are so quickly desert- 
ing the one who called you by the grace of Christ 
and are turning to a different gospel— 7which is 
really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are 
throwing you into confusion and are trying to per- 
vert the gospel of Christ. 8But even if we or an 
angel from heaven should preach a gospel other 
than the one we preached to you, let him be eter- 
nally condemned! As we have already said, so 
now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a 
gospel other than what you accepted, let him be 
eternally condemned! 

10Am I now trying to win the approval of men, 

or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were 
still trying to please men, I would not be a servant 
of Christ 


Paul Called by God 


11] want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I 
preached is not something that man made up. 21 
did not receive it from any man, nor was | taught it; 
rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ. 

13For you have heard of my previous way of life 
in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church 
of God and tried to destroy it. 141 was advancing in 
Judaism beyond many Jews of my own age and 
#15. Or from my mother’s womb 


*18 Greek Cephas 


was extremely zealous for the traditions of my 
fathers. 15But when God, who set me apart from. 
birthe and called me by his grace, was pleased !6to 
reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him 
among the Gentiles, | did not consult any man, 
1nor did I go up to Jerusalem to see those who 
were apostles before I was, but I went immediately 
into Arabia and later returned to Damascus. 

18Then after three years, | went up to Jerusalem 
to get acquainted with Peter? and stayed with him — 
fifteen days. 19] saw none of the other apostles— 
only James, the Lord’s brother. 201 assure you be- 
fore God that what I am writing you is no lie. 
21Later I went to Syria and Cilicia. 221 was personal- 
ly unknown to the churches of Judea that are in 
Christ. 3They only heard the report: “The man 
who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the 
faith he once tried to destroy.” 24And they praised 
God because of me. 


Paul Accepted by the Apostles 


Fourteen years later | went up again to Jerusa- 

lem, this time with Barnabas. | took Titugalong 
also. 2] went in response to a revelation and set 
before them the ‘Beere! that I preach among the 
Gentiles. But I did this privately to those who 
seemed to be leaders, for fear that I was running or 
had run my race in vain. 3Yet not even Titus, who 
was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, 
even though he was a Greek. 4This matter arose, 
because some false brothers had infiltrated our 
ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ 
Jesus and to make us slaves. We did not give in to 
them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel 
might remain with you. 

As for those who seemed to be important— 
whatever they were makes no difference to me; 
God does not judge by external appearance— 
those men added nothing to my message. 7On the 


GALATIANS 2:8 
contrary, they saw that'l had beerréntrusted with -“/ clearly, 

the task of preaching the’ gospel to’the Gentiles #5" 0 

just as Peter had been to the Jews." "For God, who _by a 

was at work inthe ministry of Peteras an apostle to” "heard? 3 

the Jews, was also at'work in my ministry as an’ ~” the Spiri 

apostle to the Gentiles. James, Peter and John, human li 
those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas ~ ally 

the right hand of fellowship when they recognized ~ “give 5 pis di 
the grace given to me. They agreed that weshould — because you. 

go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews. !9All sexs collagen salah you hear 
asked was that we should continue to remember brah 

the poor, the very thing | was.eagertado...- 1 


Paul Opposes Peter 
11When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to , 
his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. "2Be- _ gospel in advance to Abr. ¢ 
fore certain men came from James, he used to eat _ blessed through you. "4 0 those ho 
with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he be- _ are blessed along with \ 
gan to draw back and separate himself from the 
Gentiles because he was afraid of those who be- 
longed to the circumcision group, The other Jews 
joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypoc- 
risy even Barnabas was led astray. 
isWhen I saw that ‘they were'nota 
with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front 
of them all, ‘You are\a-Jew,.yet|you live like a 
Gentile and. not like a Jew. Howisit,then, thabybu 
force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? | 
15’We who are Jews ‘by birth and not ‘Gentile 
sinners’ know that aman is nob justified by ob- 
serving the law; but by faith in Jesus Christ. Sowe, 
too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus thatwe may 
be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing Uoernut 970g, orber® ter) aust 
the law, because by observing the law noone will “The Law and the Promise 
be justified. '5Brothers; let me take r 
17If, while we seek to be justified in Chiat it “iy life! fist as Ho One & 
becomes evident that we ourselves are sinners, 
does that mean that Christ promotes sin? Abso- 
lutely not! 18If I rebuild what I destroyed; b prove 
that lama lawbreaker. !For through the law I died 
to the law so that-I might live for God. 21 have 
been crucified with Christ and 1 no longer live, but 
Christ lives in.me. The life I live.in the body, [live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved meand gave 
himself for me. 211 do not set aside the grace of 
God, for if righteousness could be gained through 
the law, Christ died for nothing!"¢ oi € 


Faith or Observance of the Law = 


You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched 
you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was 


2:11 Forcing a Confrontation 
Galatians 2 gives a fascinating behind-the-scenes 
account of how the Jewish/Gentile question was 
splitting the early church. Peter and James, ! 
sympathetic to Jewish Christians, acted - 
hypocritically in their treatment of Gentiles until 
Paul confronted them publicly. Acts 15 gives a 
more detailed account of the official erase 
and how they were finally resolved. 


Bt - 
*7 Greek uncwreumcised °7 Greek crowmcised, also invverses 8 and 6 969 Greek G 
interpreters end the quotation after verse 14. 6 Gen. 156 ‘8 Gen 1231 
12 Lev. 18:5 ‘13 Deut, 21:23 #16 Gen. 12:7; 13:15; 247 
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ise) but God in Nis grace gave it to Abraham 
through a promise, 

JWhat. then, was the purpose of the law? It was 
added because of transgressions until the Seed to 
Whom the promise referred had come. The law 
Was put into effect through angels by a mediator, 
MA mediator, however, does not represent just 
one party; but God is one 

‘Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises 
of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given 
that could impart life, then righteousness would 
certainly have come by the law, 2But the Séripture 
declares that the whole world is a prisoner of Sin, 
so that what was promised, being given through 
faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who 
believe 

Before this faith came, we were held prisoners 
by the law, locked up until faith should be re- 
vealed. So the law was putin charge to lead us to 
Christe that we might be justified by faith. Now 
that faith has come, we are no longer under the 
supervision of the law. ‘ 


Sons of God 


2eYou are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus ‘or all of you who were baptized’ into 
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
*SThere is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, 
male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 


#24 Or charge unishiChrist ame 6 Aramaic for Father 


But now that you know God—or rather are known by 


weak and miserable principles? 4:9 


Legalism 
Can we do anything to make God love tis more? 


y God—how is it that you are turniy 


It you belong to Christ, then youlare Abrahany’s 
saved, and heirs according to the promisers | oo 
4 What Fam saying is that as i 
child, he is no differer ma slave, | 
he owns the whole estate. 2H is s 
tangy ind trustees until the time set! by his i 
So also, when we were children, we: insta 
ery under the basic principles of the world: 4But 
when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, 
born’ of @ woman, bor under law, Sto/redeem. 
those under law, that we might receive the full 
rights of sons, Because you aresons, God sentthe 
Spirit of his Son into\our’ hearts, the Spirit’ who 
‘calls;out, “Abba,” Father.” 20 you are no toner a 
slave, bate! sony eridiainge veut rea son, God'has: 
made you also an heir, 
vit our | dla T wgit® aow: 


t 
Paul's Concern for the Galatians 9 97> 
‘Formerly, when you did not know God, mu 


were slaves to those who by nt gon. 
%But now that you know shit Fare 
known by God—how iis it that you are turning 
back to those weak and miserable’ p: 
you wish to be enslaved by theny all! over again? 
loYou are observing special days and months and 
seasons and years!!! fear for you, that Somehow | 
have wasted my efforts'on yous) §6 0 bee 
121 plead with you, brothers, become: for 
I became like you. You have dorie me no Wrong. 
13As you know, it was because’ of an illness that | 
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Beer: his conversion, Paul was one of the best legalists who ever lived. A loyal Jew, he tortured 
Christians who stepped outside Jewish tradition to follow Christ. If a person could reach God! 


by obeying the law, then he, the strict Pharisee, would have done it. 


bojusadry 


) xt 


But in Galatians, he blasts the idea that God's love is. conditioned by how many rule’ wei bey\! 
Legalism is like a cage: it can only condemn people and lock them behind bars. As Paul points: >- 


out, no one has kept all of God’s laws perfectly, and all whotry ultimately fail (3:10-11).. 


No Strings Attached 


mt oe 
aitni salt 


1 arbadind. $ 


Chapters 3-4 draw sharp contrasts: a prisoner and.a.free man,.a-sheltered child.and.an.adult, 
Don’t act like a slave or a child, Paul says. Act like a privileged son, an heir to a great f 
Galatians has been called the “Magna Charta of Christian liberty.” “It's for feeder wetchiik 


has set us free,” Paul declares (5:1). Galatians teaches that there is nothing 


we can ‘do to\makes | 


God love us more—or love us less. We don’t have to “earn” God's love by slavishly following b= 


rules. 


Atliues 2 ode staeimek ey 


Martin Luther said Galatians was “my own little epistle. 1 have betrothed royself to it;sitas my: > 


Katie von Bora [Luther's wife].”” This slim book proclaims that God-hasigi 


given his love freely, with» 


No strings attached. We should never get over the awesome implicationsiof that truthy Galatians 


says. Evidently, Paul didn’t 


oust cilutem> 


i 


Life Questions: The early Christians went in two directions: Some, like the pedpl WAS a hag 
reraeeeh ta jow ahydne’s 


obsessed with ea! Others took their Christian freedom too far: they’ 
greater danger in your circle? 


rules. Which is't 


= +. = 2 
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GALATIANS 4:14 


first preached the gospel to you, Milven though 
my illness wae a tral to you, you did not treat me 
with contempt or scorn, Instead, you weleomed 
me as if were an angel of God, an itl were Christ 
Jenus himeell, What has happened to all your 
joy? Lean testify that, i you could have done so, 
you would have torn out your eyes and given them 
tome, Have L now beeome your enemy by telling 
you the truth? 
17Thone people are zealous to win you over, but 
for no yood, What they want is to alienate you 
from us, so that you may be zealous for them, iit 
is fine to be zealous, provided the purpone is good, 
and to be so always and not just when Lam with 
you. My dear children, for whom | am again in 
the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in 
you, “how | wish | eould be with you now and 
change my tone, because | am perplexed about 
you! 


Hagar and Sarah 


2! Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are 
you not aware of what the law says? 2For it is 
written that Abraham had two sons, one by the 
slave woman and the other by the free woman, 
His son by the slave woman was born in the 
ordinary way; but his son by the free woman was 
born as the result of a promise, 

“These things may be taken figuratively, for the 
women represent two covenants, One covenant is 
from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be 
slaves: This is Hagar. 2Now Hagar stands for 
Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the 
present city of Jerusalem, because she is in slavery 
with her children. 26But the Jerusalem that is above 
is free, and she is our mother, 2/For it is written: 


“Be glad, O barren woman, 
who bears no children; 
break forth and cry aloud, 
you who have no labor pains; 
because more are the children of the desolate 
woman 
than of her who has a husband." 


28Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of 
promise. At that time the son born in the ordi- 
nary way persecuted the son born by the power of 
the Spirit. It is the same now. “But what does the 
Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave woman and her 
son, for the slave woman’s son will never share in 
the inheritance with the free woman’s son.” 


Eo 
4:15 Paul’s Anguish 


Paul’s letter wavers between abstract reasoning 
and intensely emotional pleading. As this 
paragraph shows, Paul had once enjoyed intimate 
closeness with the people of Galatia. He feels 
anguish and personal rejection because they now 
seem to be turning their backs on the faith he had 
carefully taught them. He is in the pains of 
childbirth, he says, waiting anxiously for them to 
grow out of their false ideas (verse 19). 
EE 


17 \saial Shel 630 Gen, 210 


“13 Or the flesh; also in verses 16, 17, and 24 


Freedom in Christ 


It is (or freedom that Christ has 
Stand firm, then, and do not let 


slavery 
y wordal I, he « 
yournelves be cireumelsed, 

value to you at all, Again 1 4 

who lets himself be cireumelsed 

ed to obey the whole law, 4You who are 

be justified by law have been aliena 
Christ; you have fallen away from grace. But 
faith we eagerly await through the: . 
cousness for which we hope, For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision nor uncireu has 

value. The only thing that counts ts faith: 

ing itself through love. a We 

7You were running o good race. Who cut in on 

yes and kept you from obeying the truth? that 
ind of persuasion does not come from the one 

who calls you, 9A little yeast works peut the 

whole batch of dough.” 101 am confident in the 

Lord that you will take no other view. The one 

who is throwing you into confusion will pay the 

penalty, whoever he may be, !!Brothers, if] am 

still preaching circumcision, why am 1 still being 

persecuted? In that case the aesery of the cross 

has been abolished, As for those tors, | wish: 

they would go the whole way and emasculate 

themselves! 

You, my brothers, were called to be a 
do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful ‘ 
tures; rather, serve one another in love, ! ’ 
entire law is summed up in a single comma: 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.’“¢ 15If you “ 
on biting and devouring each other, watch out or 
you will be destroyed by each other, - 


Life by the Spirit Mh, 
16So | say, live by the Spirit, and you will not 
gratify the desires of the sinful nature, !7For the 
sinful nature desires what is contrary to . 
and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinfulnature, 
They are in conflict with each other, so that you do — 
not do what you want, !But if you are led by the € 


to 


Spirit, you are not under law. aij 
\9The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: 
al immorality, impurity and debauchery; *idola\ ' 


and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits 
rage, selfish anfBition, dissensions, factions { 
envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. | warn 
you, as I did before, that those who live like this 
will not inherit the kingdom of God. 


2But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, » 
patience, kindness, goodness, tain, ge 


tleness and self-control. Against such thin 
is no law. 24Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the sinful nature with its and 
desires, Since we live by the let us in 
step with the Spirit, Let us not 
provoking and envying each other, 
414 Lev 19M —— ip 
- . . 
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Doing Good to All 


Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you 
who are spiritual should restore him gently. 
But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 
2Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you 
will fulfill the law of Christ. 3If anyone thinks he is 
something when he is nothing, he deceives him- 
self. #Each one should test his own actions. Then 
he can take pride in himself, without comparing 
himself to somebody else, 5for each one should 
carry his own load 
¢Anyone who receives instruction in the word 
must share all good things with his instructor, 
7Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A 
man reaps what he sows, §The one who sows to 


6:2 Mixing Gentleness with 


Harshness 

Galatians contains some of Paul’s harshest 
language, for he sensed a danger that could destroy 
the church’s faith. But the book also includes some 
of Paul's most familiar and comforting words. 
Chapter 6 describes a spirit of tolerance and 
forgiveness toward those who fail. It also offers 
encouragement for people who grow tired of doing 
good when it appears justice is not working out. 


flesh, from the flesh 14 Or whom 


GALATIANS 6:18 
please his sinful nature, from that nature’ will 


reap destruction; the one who sows to please the —__ 


Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us 
not become weary in doing good, for atthe proper + 
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 
lTherefore, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all people, especially to those who belong 

to the family of believers. . Su 


y 
Not Circumcision but a New Creation 


See what large letters I use as I write to you” 
with my own hand! J i Lar 
2Those who want to make a good impression — 
outwardly are trying to compel you to be circum- 
cised. The only reason they do this is to avoid 
being persecuted for the cross of Christ. Not 
even those who are circumcised obey the law, yet 
they want you to be circumcised that they may 
boast about your flesh. '4May I never boast except 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
which? the world has been crucified to me, and I 
to the world. !5Neither circumcision nor uncircum- 
cision means anything; what counts is a new crea-_ 
tion. !6Peace and mercy to all who follow this tule, 
even to the Israel of God. 

17Finally, let no one cause me trouble, for | bear 
on my body the marks of Jesus. a 

\8The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
your spirit, brothers, Amen, it ' 


Paul Fights Back 


When freedom gets dangerous 


The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 5:6 


Oo“ the years Paul caught on to his opponents’ crafty ways of undermining him. Galatians 
provides a textbook case of his response to critics. 


First, Paul answered their personal attacks. Som 


e had questioned his right to be called an 


apostle. In chapters 1 and 2, Paul insists that he received the gospel directly from God. In 


addition, he has met every criterion of an apostle. 

Chapters 3 and 4 deal with Paul’s ideas. Had he 
customs? Some hinted that Paul was preaching an 
objections with a carefully reasoned look at the O} 
of the Jewish race, 


What to Do with Freedom 


strayed too far from Old Testament law and — 
incomplete gospel. He answered those 
Id Testament, focusing on Abraham, the father 


Then Paul turned to more practical matters. Stressing freedom, not rules, left him open to 


criticism. Did his strong emphasis on freedom lead to loose morals? To answer this question, he : 


ended Galatians, a letter devoted to Christian liberty, with a warning. 
“Why did Christ set us free?” Paul asks. To make possible a life of orgies, drunkenness, and. 


witchcraft? Obviously no. Christ freed us from worrying about whether we are “doing enough” to 


please God and from uselessly following external 
one another in love and to live a Spirit-filled life. 


forms. But we should use that freedom to serve 


His arguments and emotions exhausted, Paul concludes, “Neither circumcision nor 


uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a 
freed slave, the bountiful fruit of a living tree—all 
life in the Spirit of God, readily available to every 


Life Questions: Read over the qualities of life in the Spirit listed in 5:22-23. Do these characterize your 


life? 


i 


new creation” (6:15). A released prisoner, a 


the images in Galatians convey life, an abundant 


Christian. 


EPHESIANS 


INTRODUCTION 


For the Discouraged 
Good news for those who feel abandoned and unloved 


You are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of 


God's household. 2:19 

[rzzire yourself a child, abandoned on the streets of a big city. Your parents died on the way to 
the city, You have no money and no relatives. You can’t speak the language, and you are left to 

fend for yourself. 

Many orphans find themselves in exactly that predicament. They sleep in alleys, huddling for 
warmth in boxes or metal drums, To survive, they mostly steal, catch rats to eat, or rummage in 
garbage. Girls sometimes work as prostitutes. 

In 1850 immigrants were flooding New York City, one of the largest cities in America, and no 
one had the time or money to look after the orphans—no one, that is, except Charles Loring 
Brace, a 26-year-old minister. Horrified by their plight, he organized a unique solution, the 
Orphan Train. The idea was simple: pack hundreds of orphans on a train heading west and 
announce to towns along the way that anyone could claim a new son or daughter when the 
Orphan Train chugged tRraHaee ‘ 


Adopted into a New Life 
By the time the last Orphan Train steamed west in 1929, 100,000 children had found new —_ 


and new lives. Two orphans from such trains became governors, one served as a U.S. 
congressman, and still another was a U.S. Supreme Court justice. 
The Orphan Train provides a vivid parable of the merare of Ephesians. To capture Paul’s 
enthusiasm in this book, imagine one more stage in your life as a street orphan. 2 
You have learned to survive and fight off starvation. But one day, someone takes you and puts xX 
you on a smoke-belching train jammed with hundreds of other foreign-speaking youngsters. Three 
days later you are selected by a kindly middle-aged couple who introduce themselves to you. You 
are driven (in an automobile!) to the largest house you have ever seen, and they quietly explain 
that you are now part of their family. Everything they have is yours to use and enjoy. At long last, 
by some miracle, you have a family and a home—and what a home! 


Welcome to the Family 
Paul conveys a feeling something like that in Ephesians, a rich book that expands the message 


in Jesus’ parable of the Lost Son (Luke 15). A big “Welcome Home!” banner is stretched across 
the garden, balloons lunge skyward, and a band plays. Christians have been adopted directly into 
the family of God. This is a good news book, to put it mildly. plage 
If you feel discouraged or wonder if God really cares or question whether the Christian life is 
worth the effort, read Ephesians. You will no longer feel like an orphan. Paul descr nage “riches 
in Christ’ available to all and points to us, God's adopted children, as his sparkling “Ex! ibit A’ in 
Brasp “how wide and long 


all the universe (3:10). 
Ephesians contains staggering thoughts. Paul wants his readers to 
f ume to express that love, and 


and high and deep is the love of Christ” (3:18). He cranks up the vol 
not one low, mournful note sneaks in. 


How to Read Ephesians 


In many ways, Ephesians is Paul's ‘‘summing-up” book. The same subjects appear in greater 
detail in books like Romans, 1 Corinthians, and 1 Thessalonians. But in Ephesians, Paul gives an 
overall view of the grand scheme of the gospel. Only now, Paul says, has God's hidden plan for 


all of history come to light. 


» 


J ‘ 


such nese noua Into ?) 


iy ae “Read t rst three 
careful study. Rea slow! 
will prove rewarding: Ephesians gives exuberal 
God's plan for believers. 


Like other letters from Paul, Ephesians divides fai 


practical advice (4-6), The last half details how our lives sh 
things described In the first part. < , 
id ee 
. a 
PLANS FOR READING EPHESIANS 
PLAN 1; An Overview of Ephesians in 2 Days een 
(J Day 1, Read the Introduction to Ephesians, the 


LI Day 2. Read chapter 3. You may also want to 


(6:10-18), 
PLAN 2: All of Ephesians in 6 5 a] Fada % 


oO1o20304 


1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of 
God, 


To the saints in Ephesus,“ the faithfulb in 
Christ Jesus: 
2Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Spiritual Blessings in Christ 
‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly 
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4For 
he chose us in him before the creation of the world 
to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5hee 
predestined us to be adopted as his sons through 
Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and 
will— to the praise of his glorious grace, which he 
has freely given us in the One he loves. 7In him we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgive- 
ness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s 
grace Sthat he lavished on us with all wisdom and 
understanding. 9And he¢ made known to us the 
mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, 
which he purposed in Christ, !to-be put into effect 
when the times will have reached their fulfillment 
—to bring all things in heaven and on earth to- 
gether under one head, even Christ. 

'lIn him we were also chosen,* having been 
predestined according to the plan of him who 
works out everything in conformity with the pur- 
pose of his will, !2in order that we, who were the 
first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his 
glory. And you also were included in Christ 
when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation. Having believed, you were marked 
in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 4who 


“1 Some early manuscripts do not have in Ephesus *T Or believers who 45 Or ‘rte: 
wrsdom and understanding, he “IL Or were made heirs ny Ores 13 Orr feh 


EPHESIANS 2:4 


desires and thoughts. Like the reat we were by 
nature objects oF wrath. ‘Hut because of hin great 
lowe for us, God, who ta reh in merey tmndy un 
alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
tranagressiong-<-it is by grace you have been 
saved. (And God raied us up with Chrint and 
seated us with hin in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus, “in order that in the coming ages he 
might show the incomparable riches of his grace, 
expressed in his Kindness to us in Christ Jesus, 
“Bor itis by grace you have been saved, through 
taithand this not from yourselves, tis the gift of 
God-— "not by works, so that no-one ean boast, 
Wor we are God's workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, whieh God prepared in 
advance for us to do 


One in Christ 


Therefore, remember that formerly you who 
are Gentiles by birth and called “uncireumeised” 
by those who call themselves “the circumcision” 
(that done in the body by the hands of men)— 
remember that at that time you were separate 
from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel 
and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, 
without hope and without God in the world, SBut 
now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away 
have been brought near through the blood of 
Christ 

\For he himself is our peace, who has made the 
two one and has destroyed the barrier, the divid- 
ing wall of hostility, Sby abolishing in his flesh the 
law with its commandments and regulations. His 
purpose was to create in himself one new man out 
of the two, thus making peace, !¢and in this one 
body to reconcile both of them to God through the 
cross, by which he put to death their hostility. "He 
cane and preached peace to you who were far 


———_ LT 


2:8 Given, Not Earned 

As a converted legalist, Paul insisted on one fact of 
the gospel: eternal life comes not by any ritual of 
rule-keeping (which he calls “works’’), but by the 
grace of God. Yet in this paragraph he notes that 
God intends for us to “do good works.” Paul 
makes a clear distinction: Good works do nothing 
to help us obtain God's favor, but they follow 
naturally as we experience the love of Christ. 


———_—_ 
_——————L 
2:14 Destroying the Barriers 

A Jewish missionary to the Gentiles, Paul wrote 
and talked constantly about tearing down the 
barriers between Jews and Gentiles. Jews kept 
themselves separate from Gentiles by many 
cultural and religious barriers. Perhaps the most 
vivid symbol of separation was an actual wall in 
the temple. Non-Jews could never enter the temple 
courts beyond that wall. Here Paul describes how 
Christ utterly destroyed the “wall of hostility” 


between the two groups. 
_———L LL 


Or whom all fatherhood 
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away and peace to 

through hin we both 

one Spirit, 
WConsequently, you are no long 

and aliens, but fellow phe wth Go 

and members of God's household, Lets 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, + 

Christ Jesus himpelf as the chief cornerstone, 

him the whole building ts joined together and rise 

to become a holy temple in the Lord, 2And in him 

you too are being built together to become a dwell: 

ing in which God lives by his Spirit, 


Paul the Preacher to the Gentiles 


For this reason 1, Paul, the prisoner of Christ 
Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles 

2Surely you have heard about the administras 
tion of God's grace that was given to me for you, 
‘that is, the mystery made known to me by revela- 
tion, as | have already written briefly, 4In reading 
this, then, you will be able to understand my in« 
sight into the mystery of Christ, Swhich was not 
made known to men in other generations has 
now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy 
apostles and prophets, “This mystery is, that 
through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs to; 
with Israel, members together of one body, and 
sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus, 

71 became a servant of this gospel by the gift of 
God’s grace given me through the working of his 
power. 8Although | am less than the least of all 
God's people, this grace was given me: to ich 
to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of ' " 
%and to make plain to everyone the pes 
of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hid F 
den in God, who created all things. His t 
was that now, through the church, the manifol : 
wisdom of God should be made known to thi 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, !ac- ; 
cording to his eternal purpose which he accom- 
plished in Christ Jesus our Lord. In him 
through faith in him we may approach God with 
freedom and confidence. 131 ask you, therefore, 
not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for 
you, which are your glory. 


who 
Ive access to the 


A Prayer for the Ephesians 

\4For this reason I kneel before the Father, 
15from whom his whole family in heaven and on 
earth derives its name, 161 pray that out of his © 
glorious riches he may strengthen you with power y 


3:16 Reading Between 


the Lines 

Paul’s prayers often give some of the best insights 
into the local situation. This prayer (verses 14-21) 
and the one in chapter 1 (verses 15-23) indicate 
the church at Ephesus was well-grounded. In 
Ephesians Paul does not dwell on any 

problems; instead, he tries to raise the or 
young Christians who have not fully grasped the — 
extent of God’s love and grace. - 
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throw fo Spirit in your tines being, Mee that cou were cailedes Sone Lord, one faith, 
Cyguah hie Orel! in. your hearts throug faith YO te cs od sna Bother of eh onto gteeall 
And 1 pray that you, being rooted and watablished — and through all and in all oe 
in love, I*may have power, together with all the But to each one of I ech ean given os 
saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and — Chedet apportioned it. ie Le 
deep in the love of € feiet, Mand to know this love “When he ascended on high 3 
that surpanser knowledge~that you may be filled he led captives in his train ‘ =a 
all the fullness of God and yave gifts to men.” Pays. 


e measure of 
Baer eet do immeasurably y 
“What does “he ascended” mean except tat We 


Now to him who is abl 


more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us, Ute him be glory: aloo descended to the lower, possi ap oooh 
Wie who descended is the very one 


in the church and in Cheist Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! Amen higher than all the heavens, Ine order to y 
i Body of Christ whole universe.) Ut was he who gave some tot 
Unity in the Body 0: vist apostles, nore ta be prophets, some to be evanga 
Asa prisoner for the Lord, then, Lurge you to lists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 
pare God's people for works of service, 90 that 


live a bfe worthy of the calling you have ree pr 
ceived. 2Be completely humble and gentle; be par the body of Christ may be built up Puntil we all 
tient, bearing with one another in love, Make — reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the 
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through — Son of God and become mature, attaining to the 4 
the bond of peace. {There is one body and one — whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 4 j 
Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when “Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back 


*8 Polen 6818 (9 Or the depths of the earth é 3 


Letters from Prison 
Time at last to tackle the grandest question of all le 


/ am an ambassador in chains. Pray that | may declare it [the gospel] fearlessly, as | should, 6:20 
T° stimulate creativity, many authors seek out a scenic setting. Yet some of the world’s most 
famous literature originated in, of all places, a prison cell. John Bunyan wrote his Pilgrim’s 
Progress there. Alexander Solzhenitsyn's vast output had its conception behind barbed wire, as 
did Dostoevsky’s. ” 
Parts of the Bible were written in prison as well, Ephesians represents one of Paul’s “prison 
letters” (along with Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon). 


Time on His Hands 
Prison offers authors one precious commodity: time to think and reflect. When Paul wrote his 


prison letters, he was no fonger journeying from town to town, stamping out fires set by his 
enemies. Settled into passably comfortable surroundings (probably confined to a house), he could 
slip off his sandals and devote attention to lofty concepts, 

Unlike Paul’s other letters, Ephesians does not address any urgent problems. With a sigh of 
relief, the apostle turned to the grandest question of all: “What is God’s overall purpose for this 
world?” Paul answers the question this way: “To bring all things in heaven and on earth together 


under one head, even Christ’ (1:10). 


A Positive Approach 

The apostle Paul often borrowed from athletics to press home a crucial point, and Ephesens 
ends with a well-composed pep talk. In keeping with this letter’s uplifting se, Paul not 
scold or warn; rather, he begins, “I urge you to live a life worthy of your calling” (4:1). 

Already Paul has taught that Christ lives in each Christian—we are his body. Now he exhorts his 
readers to think through what it means to represent Christ in the world. When people look at . 


Christians, do they see the qualities of Christ on display? 
The last half of Ephesians spells out practical steps toward Christian maturity. Paul blends each 


new thought into his overall theme, urging us to love as Christ loved, to forgive as Christ forgave, 


to submit as you would to Christ (5:1; 4:32; 5:21). 
Ironically, it took time in prison to free Paul up for this endeavor. The book of Ephesians can 


hardly introduce a new thought without bursting into a song or a prayer. It is no wonder the poet 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge called the book “the divinest composition of man.” 
Life Questions: Suppose you were put in prison. What kind of letters would you write? 


EPHESIANS 4:15 
and forth by the waves, and blown here and there 
by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. '5in- 
stead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all 
things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, 
Christ, !*From him the whole body, joined and 
held together by every supporting ligament, 
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part 
does its work. 


Living as Children of Light 
47So | tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, 
that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in 
the futility of their thinking. 18They are darkened 
in their understanding and separated from the life 
of God because of the ignorance that is in them due 
to the hardening of their hearts. !9Having lost all 
sensitivity, they have given themselves over to 
sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impuri- 
ty, with a continual lust for more. 
28You, however, did not come to know Christ 
that way. 2!Surely you heard of him and were 
taught in him in accordance with the truth that is 
in Jesus. 2You were taught, with regard to your 
former way of life, to put off your old self, which is 
being corrupted by its deceitful desires; Sto be 
made new in the attitude of your minds; 4and to 
put on the new self, created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness. 
sTherefore each of you must put off falsehood 
and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all 
members of one body. 26“In your anger do not 
sin’’s: Do not let the sun go down while you are 
still angry, 27and do not give the devil a foothold. 
*sHe who has been stealing must steal no longer, 
but must work, doing something useful with his 
own hands, that he may have something to share 
with those in need 
**Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of 
your mouths, but only what is helpful for building 
others up according to their needs, that it may 
benefit those who listen. And do not grieve the 
Holy Spint of God, with whom you were sealed for 
the day of redemption. 3!Get nid of all bitterness, 
rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with 
every form of malice. 32Be kind and compassionate 
to one another, forgiving each other, just as in 
Christ God forgave you 


Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved 
children 2and live a life of love, just as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant 
offenng and sacrifice to God 
But among you there must not be even a hint of 
sexual immorality, or of any kind of impuntty, or of 
greed, because these are improper for God's holy 
people. *Nor should there be Obscenity, foolish 
talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but 
rather thanksgiving. 5For of this you can be sure: 
No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a 
man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and of God* ¢Let no one de- 
ceive you with empty words, for because of such 
things God's wrath comes on those who are 


“26 Psalm 44 5 On tompdon of the Christ and Ged 


“26 Or having cleansed 431 Gen. 2 


Christ is the head of the church, his b h 
he is the Savior. "Now as the church submits to 
Christ, so also wives should submit to their h 
bands in everything. <n) eon 
Husbands, love your wives, just as” 
loved the church and gave 
make her holy, cleansing: her t 
with water through the word, 7an 
to himself as a radiant church, 
wrinkle or any other blemish, but ho 
less. In this same 


- Coundanyarer Rabghe xi 
the church. 8 each one 
love his witeas he loves himself, and 


respect her husband, 


Children and Parents 
Chikiren, obey your parents in the 
this is right, 2 Honor your father and n 
; is the first commandment with a 
ise— that it may go well with you and that 
may enjoy long life on the earth." - 
‘Fathers, do not exasperate your | 
st bring them up in the t 
tion Of the Lord: 


Slaves and Masters 
Slaves, obey your earthly masters wi 

and fear, and with sincerity of heart, 

“ would obey Christ. (Obey them not ‘only 

their favor when their. 

of Christ, doit of God from your: nt 

*Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the; 

Lord, not men, Sbecause you know that the 

will reward everyone for whatever good he 

whether he is slave or free. 
*And masters, treat your slaves in the: 

way. Do not threaten them, since you kt 

he who is both their Masterand yours 

and there is no favoritism with him, _ 


The Armor of God ~ 
10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty _ 


power. !!Put on the full armor of God so that you 
can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 
|For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world and against 
the spiritual orcs of evil in the heavenly realms. 
Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that — 
when the day of evil comes, you may be able to 
Stand your ground, and after you have done 


Cheerful Sounds from a Jail Cell — 
Joy when it's least expected ea a 


Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! 3.1 -- 
D 


, 
oy. The word has a quick, poignant ring to it, Yet it, like other words, has been drained of 
meaning over the years. Nowadays joy is used most commonly for a sensation like thrill. 


Philippians uses the word joy or rejoice every few paragraphs, but the joy it describes doesn’t 
Vanish aiter your heart starts beating normally again, Rejoice, says Paul, when someone selfishly 
tries to steal the limelight from you, And when you meet persecution for your faith, And when 
you are facing death 

In fact, the most joyous book in the Bible Comes from the pen of an author chained to a Roman 
guard, Many scholars believe Paul wrote Philippians in Rome jus about the time Nero began 
tossing Christians to ravenous lions and burning them as torches to illuminate his banquets. How 
could a rational man devote a letter to the topic of joy while his survival was in serious jeopardy? 
In such an environment, how could joy ee thrive? sy hay 


My 
When You Feel Like Despairing A , " 9 
; 


Turning Evil into Good 

Paul hints at an answer in a burst of eloquence in chapter 2 (verses 5-11). This pithy, metrical 
paragraph may have been a hymn familiar to the early church. In it, Paul discusses Christ's 
perspective in coming to earth. . 

During the Christmas season we celebrate the grand night God visited earth as a baby. But to 
the rest of the universe the event looked like an astounding humiliation. God, the Creator of all, 
took on the unimpressive body of a human being to endure a confining life and grisly death on 
planet Earth : 

Paul points to this death to show that God can take even the darkest moment in history and 
turn it into good. The cross, and Jesus’ not staying dead, proves that nothing is powerful enough 
to stamp out a reason for joy—joy “‘in the Lord,” as Paul says. 


Victory in Jail 
Thus even the normally depressing state of imprisonment didn’t bother Paul. As he wrote 
Philippians, he must have recalled his first visit to Philippi. Then, a most unusual jailbreak 


occurred: the jail broke, but the prisoners didn’t (Acts 16:22-28). 
Even when Paul stayed in jail for long periods, God used the experience to advance the gospel. 
As he wrote Philippians, conversions were occurring among the Roman palace soldiers, forced by 


guard duty to overhear Paul’s daily ministry. , 
Paul summarized his life philosophy in a famous “to be or not to be” soliloquy, concluding that 


to live is Christ and to die is gain” (1:21). God is even stronger than death, and that makes a 
Christian’s joy indestructible. . 


How to Read Philippians 


Philippians is simple and straightforward. It’s not a formal treatise, but a warm letter to friends. 
Read it like you would read any personal letter. From the clues Paul gives, try to imagine the 
relationship between him and the Philippians. What did he like about them? Why were they so 
important to him? 

The Introduction refers to the common use of the words joy and rejoice. Check out each of 
these, noticing how Paul can find joy in any circumstances. Use Philippians like a devotional book, 


first reflecting on what it says, then applying it to your own life. digo 


ee 
yj 


1017 PHILIPPIANS 133000 
1 wef uma : 
PLANS FOR READING PHILIPPIANS > eo 


PLAN 1: An Overview of Philippians in 1 


[ Day 1. Read the resell Philippians, then chapter 2, noticing especially the 
~ “as 


central passage set off in verse form (verses 5-11), 


PLAN 2: All of Philippians in 4 Days 
4 1304 


and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, 


he saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, 
with the overseers? and deacons: 


2Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Chnist. 
Thanksgiving and Prayer 

I thank my God every time I remember you. In 
all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
Sbecause of your pertnership in the gospel from 
the first day until now, *being confident of this, 
t who began a good work in you will carry it 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
ght for me to feel this way about all of you, 
since | have you in my heart; for whether I am in 
chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all 
xf you share in God's grace with me. 8God can 
testify how I long for all of you with the affection of 
Christ Jesus 

94nd this is my prayer: that your love may 
abound more and more in knowledge and depth of 
ht, !9so that you may be able to discern-what 
is best and may be pure and blameless until the 
day of Christ, !'filled with the fruit of righteous- 
ness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory 
and praise of God 


Paul’s Chains Advance the Gospel 


12Now I want you to know, brothers, that what 
has happened to me has really served to advance 
the gospel. '3As a result, it has become clear 
throughout the whole palace guard? and to every- 
one else that I am in chains for Christ. 4Because of 
my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have 
been encouraged to speak the word of God more 
courageously and fearlessly. 

i5jt is true that some preach Christ out of envy 
and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 16The latter 


Tradstsomally ¢ nos 
9 Or saleation 


°13 Or whole palace 


* rn t 


do so in love, knowing that I am put here for the 
defense of the gospel. !7The former preach Christ 
out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing 


that they can stir up trouble for me while lamin — e 


chains.< 18But what does it matter? The important 
thing is that in every way, whether from false 
motives or true, Christ is preached, And because 
of this I rejoice. 

Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 9for | know 
that through your prayers and the help given by — 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to 
me will turn out for my deliverance.4 201 eagerly 
expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, 
but will have sufficient ccurage so that now ase 
always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether 
by life or by death. 21For to me, to live is Christ and 
to die is gain. 22If I am to go on living in the body, 
this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall 
1 choose? I do not know! 231 am torn between the 
two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is 
better by far; 4but it is more necessary for you that 
I remain in the body. Convinced of this, 1 know 
that I will remain, and I will continue with all of 
you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that 
through my being with you again your joy in 
Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me. 

27Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a 
manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, 
whether I come and see you or only hear about you 
in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in 
one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of 
the gospel without being frightened in any way 
by those who oppose you. This is a sigrf to them 
that they will be destroyed, but that you will be 
saved—and that by God. 2°For it has been granted 
to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on 
him, but also to suffer for him, “since you are 
going through the same struggle you saw | had, 
and now hear that I still have. ° 


16.17 Some late manuscripts have verses 16 and 17 in reverse order. 


PHILIPPIANS 24 


Imitating, Christ's Humility 
i! you have any encouragement trom bang 
united with Christ, if any comton from tas 
love, iM any fellowship with the Spit, it any ter 
dernew and compassion, Hthen malue my joy com 
plete by being like-minded, having the same love, 
being one in spirit and purpose. *Do nethung out of 
selfish ambition of vain conceit, but in humility 
consider others better than yourselves. Each of 
you should look not only to your own interests, 
but also to the interests of others. 
"Your attitude should be the same as that of 
Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in very naturee God, 
did not consider equality with God 
wmething to be grasped, 
7out made himself nuthing, 
taking the very nature* of 4 servant, 
being made in human likeness. 
*And being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself 
and became obedient to death— 
even death on a cross! 
ITherefore God exalted him to the highest 
place 
and gave him the name that is above every 
name, 
l0that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 
‘and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 


Shining as Stars 

i2Therefore, my dear fnends, as you have al 
Ways Obeyed—not only in my presence, but now 
much more in my absence—continue to work out 
your salvation with fear and trembling, “for it is 
God who works in you to will and to act according 
to his good purpose 

14Do everything without complaining or argu- 
ing, 45so that you may become blameless and pure, 
children of God without fault in a crooked and 
depraved generation, in which you shine like stars 
in the universe !*as you hold oute the word of 
life—in order that I may boast on the day of Christ 
that | did not run or labor for nothing. 17But even if 
1 am being poured out like a drink offering on the 
sacrifice and service coming from your faith, | am 
glad and rejoice with all of you. So you too 
should be glad and rejoice with me. 


2:12-13 Working with God 
Philippians, a practical book, presents theology 
simply and without elaboration. These verses 
describe both the human and divine element in our 
faith: we “work out” our salvation, and yet God 
“works in us” to accomplish it. Philippians 3:16 
expresses a similar paradox: Paul urges that we 
“live up to what we have already attained.” 


#6 Or on the form of "7 Or the form 16 Or hold om te 


1019 PHILIPPIANS 43° 
God and is by faith. 0) want to know Christ and WPheir destiny is destruction, thelr god i» 
the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of — stomach, and ther jo in thelr pharne. = 
sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his mind is on earthly things, 2’But our ae 
how, to attain to the resure in heaven. And we eagerly, await # Savior from 
Christ, 


death, Mand so, some 
0 m the dead. there, the Lord Jesus diwho, by the 

simmers oe that enables him to bring everything pled ahr 

Pressing on Toward the Goal control, will transform our lowly bodies 60 that 
\2Not that | have already obtained all this, oF they will be like his glorious body, 

have already been made perfect, but I press on to Therefore, my br 0 Slove 

take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold owner Bishi: na Fon Chowye 

of me. Brothers, [do not consider myselt ye should stand firm in the Lord, dear , Be 


have taken hold of it, But one thing I do: Forgetting, 


what is behind and. straining toward what is Exhortations 9 . =) 


ahead, ll press on toward the goal to win the prize mn dt with Syntyche 
called me heave! plead with Euodia an plead 
ie which God has called me heavenward in Christ to agree with each other in the Lord. 3Yes, and J 
jesus 
ISAII of us Who are mature should take such a 
view of things. And if on some point you think 
ditferently, that too God will make clear to you. 4:2 Women in the Church > 2 | plea 
Only let us live up to what we have already aithough these i up “i 
attaney trouble in Philippi, women a role in 
Join with others in following my example, that church. In fact, Paul’s convert in Europe 
ers, and take note of those who live accord- was Lydia, a businesswoman. Paul met with her. 
the pattern we gave you. 'For, as | have anda ‘of women by a river, and later stayed 


ing t 


often told you before and now say againeven with in her (see Acts 16). 
tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ 


Paul’s Favorite Church 
When others failed, these friends stuck 


| thank my God every time | remember you. 1:3 a 
T’ Christian church hasn’t had a perfect record throughout history. ine take a random 
sample of adjectives people use to describe the church, the list will likely include such labels 


as racist, judgmental, narrow, divided, pompous. 
The church of Jesus Christ has fallen far short of the ideals he entrusted to it—so far short that 


we may sometimes forget what the church is supposed to look like. Problems existed from the 
beginning: Paul's letters to Galatia, Corinth, an Colosse flame with indignation against defects in 
the early church. 

Occasionally, however, a church came along that worked, against all odds. Philippi was one of 


those rare congregations. 


Loyal Friends 

From its birth, the church in Philippi had difficulties to face. Its first recorded converts were an 
Asiatic Jewish merchant, a Greek slave girl employed as a sideshow fortune-teller, and a gruff 
Roman jailer (Acts 16). Yet more than a decade later, when Paul wrote the church, he could hardly 
find words warm enough to express his pride and affection. 

Paul turned down money gifts from other churches, out of fear that his enemies might twist the 
facts and accuse him of being a crook. But he trusted the Philippians. At least four separate times 
they sacrificed to meet his needs. And they also sent Epaphroditus on an arduous journey to care 
for Paul in prison. 

Paul wrote Philippians, in fact, mainly as a thank-you for all that his friends had done. Its bright, 
happy tone reflects the fondness he felt for his favorite church, 

Nevertheless, Paul couldn't resist an opportunity to give some fatherly advice. In a fireside-chat 
tone, he warned of encroaching dangers: divisions, a strain of perfectionism, and inroads by those 
who wished to turn Christians back to the Jewish faith. Always, though, he returned to his 
peeriying theme of joy, an emotion that seemed to come easily when Paul remembered the 

jlippians. 

Life Questions: What does Paul single out for praise in the Philippian church? How are those qualities 
present in your church? 


EE 


PHILIPPIANS 4:4 va 
ask you, loyal yokefellow,“ help these iy 
who have contended at my side in the cause of the - 
gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my 
fellow workers, whose names are in the book of 
life. 7 ~ 

Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: 
Rejoice! SLet your gentleness be evident to all. The 
Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7, 
the peace of God, which transcends all under- 
standing, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. 

8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is 
noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, w ‘ 
ever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if any! 
is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 
things. Whatever you have learned or received or 
heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. 
And the God of peace will be with you. 


Thanks for Their Gifts 
10] rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you 
have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you 
have been concerned, but you had no opportunity 
to show it. I am not saying this because I am in. 
need, for I have learned to be content whatever the 
circumstances. !2I know what it is to be in need, — 
and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned 
the secret of being content in any and every situa- 


#3 Or loyal Syzygus 23 Some manuscripts do not have Amen. 


COLOSSIANS | 


Battling the Cults 
For everything worthwhile, there exists a counterfeit 


See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy. 2:8 

‘ou see them in strange outfits on street corners, chanting phrases with too many vowels and 
Y punctuating the chants with a noisy tambourine. Or in airports, thrusting books or flowers into 
your lace. You think of them as crazy cults, populated by misfits. Then one day you hear about a 


friend of yours. 

She seemed normal until suddenly, without warning, she snapped. Her parents searched 
desperately, even hiring private detectives to help get her back. They found her surrounded by 
allies, with a new name, a new hairstyle, and, so it seemed, a new brain. She stared at them with 
clear eyes and told them they were missing out on the most wonderful experience of life. She had, 


ined a cult 
A Breeding Ground 
Cults come in all varieties, often with exotic names like Urantia or the Church of Scientology. 


They demand much from their members: a lifetime of discipline and absolute lovely And they 
also promise much in return; the pathway to a secret, hidden knowledge available only to those 


who follow them 

The first-century town of Colosse was a perfect breeding ground for cults. Situated on a major 
trade route from the East, Colosse entertained a steady stream of Oriental traders with mysterious 
religious ideas. Even Jews in that area worshiped angels and river spirits. 

Early Christian converts soon confronted new variations of the gospel. Then, as now, many cults 
didn’t reject Jesus Christ outright; they merely worked him into a more elaborate scheme. Christ 
and simple forms of worship, they taught, were fine for beginners, but for the “deep things of 


God,” well, some further steps would be required. 


The Best Defense 
Paul doesn’t give a complete glossary of the “hollow and deceptive philosophy” the Colossians 


were sorting through. From his arguments, we can gather that the philosophy must have included 

strains of Jewish legalism mixed in with angel worship, Greek philosophy, and strict self-denial. 
The best defense is a good offense. Rather than attacking each peculiar belief point by point, 

Paul countered with a positive theology. The principles he outlines in this book can be used today 


to judge new cults. 

“Christ is enough,” Paul declares. He is God, the fullness of God, the one who made the 
world, the reason that everything exists. All the mystery and treasure and wisdom you could ask 
for are found in the person of Jesus Christ; there is no need to look elsewhere, 


Approach God Directly 
Because Jesus bridged the chasm between God and us, we don’t have to approach God 


indirectly, through a ladder of angels or other pode: We have no need to prove our worth through 


superior behavior. We can come to God directly and boldly because of Christ. 
As for Jewish practices, they were mere shadows, made obsolete by Christ's coming. Why not 


concentrate on the actual image that God sent to earth? 
Before Christ, Paul grants, a mystery was kept hidden for Ape centuries (1:26). But with Christ, 
everything broke out into the open. The fullness of God lived, died, and came back from death in 


broad daylight. Why settle for counterfeits? 


How to Read Colossians 


Although this letter was written to counter specific problems in the church: 
includes some of Paul's most eloquent writing about Jesus Christ. Chapter 1 
pas raph (1:15-20) that may have been used as a hymn by the early 


ow Paul concludes all his arguments by referrin| 
Chapters 2 and 3 deal with dangerous tendenc 
religion by firmly asserting Christ is the complete expression of the m 
these two chapters, try to imagine what kind of behavior at Colosse 


PLANS FOR READING COLOSSIANS 


Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of 
God, and Timothy our brother, 


2To the holy and faithful brothers in Christ at 
Colosse: 


Grace and peace to you from God our Father.’ 


Thanksgiving and Prayer 
3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4because we 
have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the 
love you have for all the saints— 5the faith and 
love that spring from the hope that is stored up for 
you in heaven and that you have already heard 
about in the word of truth, the gospel *that has 
come to you. All over the world this gospel is 
bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing 
among you since the day you heard it and under- 
stood God's grace in all its truth. 7You learned it 
from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a 
faithful minister of Christ on our’ behalf, Sand 
who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 
°For this reason, since the day we heard about 
you, we have not stopped praying for you and 
asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his 
will through all spiritual wisdom and understand- 
ing. !°And we pray this in order that you may live 
a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in 
every way: bearing fruit in every good work, grow- 
ing in the knowledge of God, !being strengthened 
with all power according to his glorious might so 
that you may have great endurance and patience, 
and joyfully !2giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified youd to share in the inheritance of the 
saints in the kingdom of light. }3For he has rescued 
us from the dominion of darkness and brought us 
into the kingdom of the Son he loves, '4in whom 
we have redemption,¢ the forgiveness of sins. 


#2 Or believing 
14 A tew late manuscripts redemption through his blood 


*2 Some manuscripts Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
(21 Or minds, as shown by 


to Christ. 
es in Colosse, Paul 


: 


Ar | eer fl 


The Supremacy of Christ — 
rusiis vba 

isHe is the image of the invisible God, the first- 
born over all creation, !6For by him all were — 
created: things in heaven and on earth, le and 
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by him and for 
him, !7He is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. '8And he is the head of the body, MY 
the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn 
from among the dead, so that in everything he 
might have the supremacy. !9For God was pleased 
to have all his fuliness dwell in him, and 
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven, by making 
peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

210nce you were alienated from God and were _ 
enemies in your minds because off your evil “7 
havior. 2But now he has reconciled you by 
Christ's physical body through death to present 
you holy in his sight, without blemish and free 
from accusation— 5if you continue in your faith, 
established and firm, not moved from the hope 
held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you 
heard and that has been proclaimed to every crea- 
ture under heaven, and of which |, Paul, ha’ ke 
become a servant. Th tea oot 


Paul’s Labor for the Church heurdge 


24Now I rejoice, in what was suffered for you, 
and | fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in 
regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his 
body, which is the church, 41 have become its 
servant by the commission God gave me to present 
to you the word of God in its fullness— 26the mys- 
tery that has been kept hidden for ages and gener- 
ations, but is now disclosed to the saints. 27To 
them God has chosen to make known among the 


«7 Some manuscripts your 412 Some manuscripts ws 


ontiles the glorious Fetes oF (vie myntory, whieh 
is Chat in you. lhe hope of glory 
AWe proclaim hint, admoninhing and tenehing 
everyone with all wiidton, ao Chat we may present 
evervane pertoct Uh Christ wo thie end | labor, 
struggling with all Nis ONO rRY, whieh so powerful: 
ly Works tn ne 
Hwant you to Krew how much bam pk a 
for vou and for those at Laodicea, and for al 
Wwho have not met me personally, My purpose tt 
that they may be encouraged in heartland united in 
Jove, so that (hey may have the full riches of com: 
plete understanding, in order that they may know 
the mystery of God, namely, Christ, Sin whon are 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowl 
edge 41 tell you this so that no one may deceive 
you by finesounding arguments, ‘Por though | 
am absent from you in body, Lam present with you 
ny spirit and delight to see how orderly you are and 
how firm your faith in Christ is. 


Freedom From Human Regulations 
Through Life With Christ 


sSo then, just as you received Christ Jesus as 
Lord, continue to live in him, 7rooted and built up 
nt strengthened in the faith as you were 
taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 
See to it that no one takes you captive through 
hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends 
human tradition and the basic principles of this 
world rather than on Christ. 
°For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in 
bodily form, Wand you have been given fullness in 
Christ, who is the head over every power and 
authority. 'In him you were also circumcised, in 
the putting off of the sinful nature,# not with a 
circumcision done by the hands of men but with 
the circumcision done by Christ, having been 
suried with him in baptism and raised with him 
through your faith in the power of God, who 
raised him from the dead 
13When you were dead in your sins and in the 
uncircumcision of your sinful nature,’ God made 
your alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 
ishaving canceled the written code, with its regula- 
tions, that was against us and that stood opposed 


i n. 


—— 


2:16 The Search for Wholeness 


Legalism in Paul’s day concerned such issues as 
diet, festival days, and religious ceremony. In these 
two paragraphs, Paul tells why such rules that 
appear “spiritual” can actually lead a person away 
from God. Then, in chapter 3, he details what holy 
living should look like. 

In his letter, Paul portrays the Christian life very 
optimistically. The Christians in Colosse were 
searching for “fullness” in the same way modern 
people work to become “holistic” or 
“gelf-actualized.” After first affirming that Jesus 
contains all the fullness of God, Paul asserts that 
true fullness can be found only in Christ (2:10). 
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“11 Or the flesh *13 Or your flesh 
{6 Some early manuscripts coming on those who are disobedient 


«13 Some manuscripts us 


to up Ne took it away, nailing it tne the ' 
having disarmed the : i 
made a public spectaceof them, tlumphing ha 


i) the crouse a Tel Wey) 
JeTherefore do not bed judge what 
you wat of drink, of with regard eS erhmees ¥ 
foatival, # New Moon celebration or a Sabbath . 
WThene are a shadow of the things that were to 
come; the reality, however, is found in Christ 
WD not let anyone Who se teal falne humility 
and the worship of angels lity you for the 
prize, Such @ pero pe ne detail about 
what he has seen, and his mind puffs 
him up with idle notions: !He has lost connection 
with the Head, fromwhom the whole body, sup- 
ported and held together by its ligaments and 
sinews, grows as God causes it to grow. a 
5 nie yee cee with Christ to the basic prin- 
ples of this world, as y 
ROAM 


longed to it, do you ete 


handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!’”? 22These are 
all destined to perish with use, because they are — 
based on human commands and teachings. Such 
regulations indeed have an appearance: of wise 
dom, with their self-imposed worship, their false 
humility and their harsh treatment of the body, 
but they lack any value in restraining sensual in- 
dulgence. 4 oy 
Phe 


Rules for Holy Living witlety 


Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, 

set your hearts on things above, where Christ 

is seated at the right hand of God. *Set your minds 

on things above, not on earthly things. 3For you 

died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in 

God. ‘When Christ, who is youre life, appears, 
then you also will appear with him in glory. mkt 

5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to 
your earthly nature: sexual immorality, ate 


lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. © 
cause of these, the wrath of God is coming! 7You 
used to walk in these ways, in the life you once 
lived. 8But now you must rid yourselves of all such 
things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and 
filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to each 
other, since you have taken off your old self with 
its practices and have put on the new self, which 
is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its 
Creator. Here there is no Greek or Jew, circum- 
cised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave 
or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 


a greeting, a prayer, some doctrine, 
application of how we should live. Colossians 
sounds especially familiar because many of its 
verses have close parallels in Ephesians. In fact, of 
Ephesians’s 155 verses, 78 appear in some form in 
Colossians. 


———— LT 
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COLOSSIANS 3:12 
\Therefore, as God's | chosen 

dearly loved, clothe 

kindness, humili gen 

‘Bear with each other and for 

anees you may have ‘ousitiss one another. 

as the ond i forgave you, | over all 

tues put on love, which bing I 


perfect unity. 
a the peace of Christ rule in your 


since as members of one body you were called 
peace. And be thankful, Let the wo 
dwell in you richly as you teach and 


another with all wisdom, and as you sing 

hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude 

hearts to God, !7And whatever you do, whe 

word or deed, do it all in the name of the ot 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 


him, 


Rules for Christian Households _ rae 

'8Wives, submit to your husbands, as ans fitting 
in the Lord. 

Husbands, love your wives and do not be 
harsh with them. miniere 

20Children, obey your parents in every teins 
this pleases the Lord. 

2\Fathers, do not embitter your children, orthey 
will become discouraged. 

*Slaves, obey your earthly masters in every- 
thing; and do it, not only when their eye is on you 
and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart 
and reverence for the Lord. Whatever you do, 
work at it with all your heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for men, *4since you know that you will 
receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward, It 
is the Lord Christ you are serving. Anyone who 
does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there 
is no favoritism 

“Masters, provide your slaves with what is ight 

and fair, because you know that you also have 
a Master in heaven. 


Further Instructions 

2Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful 
and thankful, 3And pray for us, too, that God may 
open a door for our message, so that we may pro- 
claim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in 
chains. 4Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I 
should. 5Be wise in the way you act toward outsid- 
ers; make the most of every opportunity. 6Let your 
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1 THESSALONIANS 


INTRODUCTION 


What Made Paul Successful? 


The apostle fusses over the city that once chased him y e 


How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our 
God because of you? 3:9 
modern-day evangelist lamented, “Whenever the apostle Paul visited a city, the residents — 
started a riot; when | visit one, they serve tea.” The church in Thessalonica, like many of 
Paul’s churches, was born amid violent upheaval. An angry mob took offense at Paul’s work and 
chased him out of town, accusing him of causing “trouble all over the world’ (Acts 17:6). 
Generally, people do not start riots without a good reason, and in Paul’s case they had one. 
Almost everywhere he visited, an enthusiastic church came to life, provoking the jealousy of the 


Jewish and Roman establishments. 


A Concerned Parent 
This letter, 1 Thessalonians, gives important clues into what made Paul so effective at founding 


churches. Accepted as one of the earliest of Paul's letters, it probably dates from A.o. 50 or 51 and 
provides a firsthand account of Paul’s relationship with a missionary church barely 20 years after . 


Jesus’ departure. 

Someone once asked John and Charles Wesley’s mother which of her ten surviving children she 
loved the most. She replied, “The one who is sick until he’s well, and the one who's away from 
home until he’s back.” If someone had asked Paul which church concerned him most, he 
probably »vould have answered, “The one with the most problems until it’s healthy, the one I’ve 


been separated from longest until | return.” + 
When Paul lived with the Thessalonians, he was gentle and loving, “like a mother caring for her 


little children” (2:7). Later, absent from them, he wrote as if he had only them on his mind all 
day. In 1 Thessalonians, he praised their strengths, fussed over reports of their weaknesses, and 


continually thanked God for their spiritual progress. ' 


Questioning Paul’s Motives 
Some people in the church had questioned Paul’s motives, so he opened the letter with a 


careful review of his work among them. In those days freelance teachers of religion and 
philosophy sought a profit; Paul reminded the Thessalonians that he had worked night and day to 
avoid becoming a financial burden. He also painstakingly explained his unavoidable absence from 


them 

First Thessalonians stands out from the four books that precede it because, unlike them, this 
letter doesn’t major in theology. Rather, it reveals the gratitude, disappointment, and joy of a 
beloved missionary who can’t stop thinking about the church he left behind. Surely one reason 
for Paul’s success centers on his churches’ having made as big an impression on Paul as he made 


on them. 


How to Read 1 Thessalonians 


This book provides a touching glimpse of Paul as a pastor. Paul visited Thessalonica at a 
troubled time in his ministry, while enemies were following him from town to town (see Acts 


16-17). After he left, the church continued to meet hostility. 
First Thessalonians is our earliest record of the life of a Christian community. Paul wrote this 


letter after receiving a mostly positive report (from Timothy) on the Thessalonians’ spiritual health. 
He rejoiced at the good news, but also showed concern over the church's problems, 

As you read 1 Thessalonians, notice the issues that Paul addresses: Christians were raising 
questions about Jesus’ return to earth and were disagreeing on matters of morality. But mainly, 
look for signs of Paul’s relationship to the church at Thessalonica. 
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PLANS FOR READING 1 THESSALONIANS 


PLAN 1: An Overview of 1 Thessalonians in 1 Day 
[] Day 1. Read the Introduction to 1 Thessalonians, then 
chapters are very short, so you can easily read two together. 


PLAN 2: All of 1 Thessalonians in 3 Days 
01203405 


1 Paul, Silas? and Timothy, 


To the church of the Thessalonians in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Grace and peace to you.’ 
Thanksgiving for the Thessalonians’ Faith 
2We always thank God for all of you, mention- 
ing you in our prayers. 3We continually remember 
before our God and Father your work produced by 
faith, your labor prompted by love, and your en- 
durance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
4For we know, brothers loved by God, that he 
has chosen you, Sbecause our gospel came to you 
not simply with words, but also with power, with 
the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You 
know how we lived among you for your sake. 
6You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in 
spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the mes- 
sage with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7And so 
you became a model to all the believers in Mace- 
donia and Achaia. 8The Lord’s message rang out 
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your 
faith in God has become known everywhere. 
Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 
Sfor they themselves report what kind of reception 
you gave us. They tell how you turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God, Wand 
to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the 
coming wrath. 


Paul’s Ministry in Thessalonica 


You know, brothers, that our visit to you was 

nota failure. 2We had previously suffered and 
been insulted in Philippi, as you know, but with 
the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel 
in spite of strong opposition 3For the appeal we 
make does not spring from error or impure mo- 
tives, nor are we trying to trick you. 4On the con- 
trary, we speak as men approved by God to be 
entrusted with the gospel, We are not trying to 
please men but God, who tests our hearts. 5You 
know we never used flattery, nor did we put ona 
mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. 6We 
were not looking for praise from men, not from 
you or anyone else. 
As apostles of Christ we could have been a bur- 


1 Greek Silvanus, a variant of Silas 


fully 


+1 Some early manuscripts you from Gad our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 116 Ortho 
2 


= 
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den to you, 7but we were gentle among, Fj 
mother caring for her little children. 8W. you 
so much that we were delighted to you | 
not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, 
because you had become so dear to us, Surely you 
remember, brothers, our toil and we 
worked night and day in order not to be a burden 
to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to 
you. sie i 
10You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, 
righteous and blameless we were among, you 
believed. 1!For you know that we dealt with each 
of you as a father deals with his own children, 
encouraging, comforting and urging you to live 
lives worthy of God, who calls you into his king- 
dom and glory. _ aire 
13And we also thank God cont e, 
when you received the word of God, ) you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of 
men, butasit actually is, the word of God, whichis 
at work in you who believe. !4For you, brothers, 
became imitators of God’s churches in Judea, 
which are in Christ Jesus: You suffered from your 
own countrymen the same things those churches 
suffered from the Jews, who killed the Lord Jesus 
and the prophets and also drove us out. They 
displease God and are hostile to all men \6in their® 
effort to keep us from speaking to the Gentiles so 
that they may be saved. In this way they always 
heap up their sins to the limit. The wrath of God 
has come upon them at last.¢ 


Paul's Longing to See the Thessalonians 


\7But, brothers, when we were torn away from. 
you for a short time (in person, not in thought), 


“> 


way 4 


(CEO AE Ty retire tee mee ey ete te 
nT 
Wally bo toad elie: aati aie agate tit Saban 
Stapp ie SEAR A HAE Te Hep GE iy, at Hee 
Shyer iyo Hie Tee Oe Tite LEE prem iee ete 
Lait heco ten He cornea? Helene ye? lieeed : 
ae tee cue nee ave aye 
a* Hen we cout phan Th fi Tener, We 
(hot Ue beet ta Be leth By cireelvee 1 
Vienne Vener Tia thi, Whe leat bration and 
Core Fella eerie Ti imei Ghee qompel af 
PT Ce 
Hy Metab recone neal Be ariet fled Ty (iene 
(hale Vou brie qadte vel Hat qe were dati 
ty (hv Ha tie Whe We pvere WHI yeti, we 
ov lolli yeu thal we outed bie pereoutid Ane 
(He UE Thal way ae vent well kacw Por tite 
yeanuns when Deauhibeatanel Th fe longer, beent ta 
FDOT ADOHE VOU Gi Tae afeaiel (hat it serie 
vow) The (an p len it hewe berapited you and our 
eHorhe git Have Deen taeleae 


Timothy s Dheoutaging Report 


Hat Tiothiy Hae jiet now connie fo ue Cran you 
viel hae brought good newe about your faith and 
Jove He Hae told ds that you always have pleasant 
Herre and that you long to eee us, juet ae 
weal " ou Therefore, brothers, ball 
culion we were ouraged 
vbout you of your faith, “or now we 
really live, sinee you are standing fie in the Lord, 
‘low can we thank God enough for you in return 
(or all the joy we have in the presence of our God 
beoause or you? Night and day we pray most 
carnestly that we may see you again and supply 
what (4 lacking in your faith 

Now may our God and Father himself and our 
Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 
\-May the Lord make your love inerease and over 
flow for each other and for everyone else, just as 
ours does for you. May he strengthen your 
hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the 
presence of our God and Father when our Lord 
Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 


Living to Please God 


Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to 
4 live in order to please God, as in fact you are 
living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord 
Jesus to do this more and more. 2For you know 
what instructions we gave you by the authority of 
the Lord Jesus 


3:4 Paul Defends His Actions 


First Thessalonians indicates some people had 
questioned Paul’s true motives regarding their 
church, Throughout his ministry, Paul endured 
constant criticism and personal attacks. Here he 
replies by reviewing his history with the church. 
This section (2:17—3;10) details Paul’s foiled 
attempts at a personal visit and then his sending 
Timothy as a messenger. 


#2 Some manuscripts brother and fellow worker; other manuscripts brother and God's servant 
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whe rejects ifaw 
Had, whe gives you We <* 
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we une you, brothers, te do oe th 
nike Ih your arnibitions te 
mind your own and to 
hands, just aw we tobd you, Mee that 
my win the respect of outsiders and 
will not be dependent on anybady. 


‘The Coming of the Lord 


NBrothers, we do not pe 
about thowe whe fall Tn. 
reat of men, who have no hope. 
Jeous died and rose wy fr these 
God will bring with 
asleep in him. 
word, we heh we 
are left till the comming of the Lord, will 
not precede those who have fallen 
the Lord himself wil down 
use loud command, with aera 
angel and with the trumpet call 
dead in Christ will rise first. Sater des 


are still alive and are left will be ate 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
fore encourage each other with these words. 
Now, brothers, about times and dates we do 
not need to write to you, for you know very 
well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief 
in the night. 3While people are saying, “Peaceand 
safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, 
as labor pains ona pregnant woman, and they will 
not escape. : 
4But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that 
this day should surprise you like a thief. 5You are 


4:13 The Sleep of Death 

The Bible sometimes uses the word asleep to 
describe people who have died. in this context, 
the Thessalonians 


still alive when he returned. 


*4 Or lear to ine nth bis cum aie; or beers 


1 THESSALONIANS 5:6 


all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not 
belong to the night or to the darkness, So then, let 
us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be 
alert and selfcontrotled. "For those who sleep, 
sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk 
at night, SBut since we belong to the day, let us be 
seleontrolled, putting on faith and love as a 
breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 
“For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to 
receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
‘He died for us so that, whether we are awake or 
asleep, we may live together with him, ' Therefore 
encourage one another and build each other up, 
just as in fact you are doing: 


Final Instructions 


2Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those 
who work hard among you, who are over you in 
the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in 
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oF 
brothers, warn those who are , 
timid, help the weak, be Le with 


I8Make sure that nobody pays back 
wrong, but always try to | id to enc! 
to everyone else, : on fi 


loBe joyful always; Mpray cor ; give 
thanks in all circumstances, for this is: willl 
for you in Christ Jesus, s 

Do not put out the Spirit's fire; 20do not treat 
prophecies with contempt, 2!Test aati 
Hold on to the good, 2Avoid every kind of evil. 

*sMay God himself, the God of peace, sanctify 
you through and through, May your whole spirit, 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. “The one who calls you is 
faithful and he will do it. Ms Soe 


25Brothers, pray for us. 2Greet all the brothers 
with a holy kiss, 271 charge you before the Lord to 


have this letter read to all the brothers. 
28The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 


the highest regard in love because of their work. 
Live in peace with each other. 4And we urge you, 


Preparing for the End 


Obsessed with Jesus’ second coming 


Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you. 5:1 


‘ou see them occasionally on the street corners of modern cities: strange, bearded men with 
hand-lettered wooden signs draped over their bodies. “Jesus is coming again!” they proclaim. 
‘Prepare to meet thy doom!” Similar messages are scrawled on rocks or on street walls. 
Archaeologists have yet to unearth Thessalonican graffiti, but this letter makes clear that 19 
centuries ago people were already awaiting Jesus’ promised return to earth. In fact, they were 
worried. What about people who died before Jesus returned? they wondered. Would they 
somehow miss out on life after death? Paul gives a direct and encouraging answer. ru 


A Mixture of Fear and Hope 

The Thessalonians had good reason to concern themselves with the future: they lived in 
constant danger of persecution by the authorities. On any night a knock on the door or the 
scrape of footsteps outside could mean imprisonment or death, Understandably, the young 
church looked to Jesus’ second coming with longing and hope. 

Paul assured them that hope in the future was well-founded, whether or not they lived to see 
Jesus’ return. But he warned against an undue fixation on the future. He urged the Thessalonians 
to get back to work, indicating that some enthusiasts had quit their jobs to prepare for Jesus’ 
return. Lead a quiet life and mind your own business, Paul advised (4:11). 


Waiting for Jesus’ Return 

The Thessalonians were merely the first in a long line of Christians obsessed with future events. 
Whole generations since have been caught up in frenzied speculations on the exact time and 
place of the second coming, only to watch their predictions misfire. Paul shrugs off such 
speculation (5:1-2). He presents the right way and the wrong way a ate for Jesus’ return. 

Paul does not show undue alarm. The mild tone of his rebukes indicates his confidence in the 
Thessalonians. He asks that they follow God “more and more,’ as in fact they are already doing 
(4:1,10; 5:11). - 

History records that the first readers of this letter responded well. Despite lurking problems 
(4:3-12), the church in Thessalonica continued to show vigor and health for many yer, Christians 
there stayed so faithful throughout persecutions that their city became known as “ City of 


Orthodoxy.” y 
Life Questions: How should Jesus’ second coming affect us and how can we prepare for it? 


extremes does Paul warn against? 


2 THESSALONIANS 


INTRODUCTION 
A Patient Who Didn’t Follow Orders 7 
When good advice goes ignored ary. 5 
; s ¥ 


And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. 3:13 
H: light humor and casual manner are gone now. When he was setting the bone, the doctor © 

joked about the benefits of your wearing your arm in a sling every day: instant sympathy from <j 
your friends, an opportunity for wild stories on how you got hurt, an easy alibi to avoid heavy 


work 
But now, three weeks later, lines of concern crease his forehead as he studies the X-rays and 
notes the slow progress of healing. “I told you to take it easy! Are you giving that arm any rest at _ 


all? You can’t expect new bone to grow overnight, you know.” : 
When you describe the throbbing pain of the last few days, he grimaces, shakes his head, and 
scribbles something on a prescription pad. “You shouldn't be feeling pain at this stage," he 
grumbles. ‘If you had followed my advice from the beginning you wouldn't need these pills.” He _ 
then repeats all the instructions he gave you on the first visit, using stronger, less ripe ti 


Same Advice, Sterner Words 
The book of 2 Thessalonians resembles such a follows to.a family doctor. If bran the 
topics Paul covers, you will find an uncanny similarity to the subjects of his first letter: ¥ 
second coming, spiritual growth, idleness among certain non-workers. However, a sterner, more 
formal approach replaces the warm tenderness of the first letter. 

Obviously, the Thesealonian’ failed to listen well the first time. Paul wrote this second letter just 
a few months,Jater, summarizing his message this way: “So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to 
the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter” (2:15). Instead of 


coaxing, Paul now commands. 


Squelching a Rumor 

One topic, Jesus’ return, dominates 2 Thessalonians more than any other. Church members 
were stirred up by a false report, allegedly from Paul, claiming the last days had already arrived 
(2:2). Paul denies the report and outlines several events that must occur before the day of the 
Lord arrives. 

Here, as elsewhere, the Bible does not focus on the last days in an abstract, theoretical way. 
Rather, it draws a practical application to how we should live. Paul cautions his readers to be 
patient and steady. He asks them to trust that Jesus’ return will finally bring justice to the earth, 
urges them to live worthily for that day, and commands them not to tolerate idleness—a 
prescription for health that has equal potency today. 


How to Read 2 Thessalonians 
Second Thessalonians has many parallels to its companion letter. The Christians in Thessalonica 
were still struggling with major problems, and each of the three chapters of this book concerns 


one of them 

Chapter 1 gives encouragement to Christians who were undergoing persecution for their faith, 
Chapter 2 attacks head-on the false teaching about the day of the Lord. Rumors about the day of 
the Lord had caused great excitement and speculation, leading to the practical errors Paul 
addresses in chapter 3. 

Paul’s specific words about what must happen before the day of the Lord make this letter a key 
part of New Testament prophecy. The prophecy passages aren't self-explanatory, and may require 
a Bible reference book for understanding. 

letter to a church, it contains four of his prayers. 


Although 2 Thessalonians is Paul's shortest 
Note especially his concern for the Thessalonians as expressed in the prayers. 


1030 


PLANS FOR READING 2 THESSALONIANS 
PLAN 1: An Overview of 2 Thessalonians in 1 Day , 
Predicting what events will pe Ee Jesus’ pei Rt = 


OU Day 1. Read the Introduction 


PLAN 2: All of 2 Thessalonians in 2 Days 
0203 


ii Paul, Silas* and Timothy, 


the church of the Thessalonians in God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 


2Grace and peace to you from God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Thanksgiving and Prayer 

t always to thank God for you, broth- 

tly so, because your faith is growing 

more and more, and the love every one of you has 
ach other is increasing. *Therefore, among 

urches we boast about your perseverance 

n all the persecutions and trials you are 


evidence that God’s judgment is 
ult you will be counted worthy of 
God, for which you are suffering. 
He will pay back trouble to those who 
u 7and give relief to you who are trou- 
‘0 us as well. This will happen when the 
us is revealed from heaven in blazing fire 
his powerful angels. *He will punish those 
do not know God and do not obey the gospel 
ur Lord Jesus. They will be punished with 
asting destruction and shut out from the pres- 
of the Lord and from the majesty of his power 
1e day he comes to be glorified in his holy 
and to be marveled at among all those who 
lieved, This includes you, because you be- 
d our testimony to you. 

1 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, 
our God may count you worthy of his calling, 
and that by his power he may fulfill every good 
purpos ours and every act prompted by your 
faith. 12We pray this so that the name of our Lord 
Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, 
according to the grace of our God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.? 


The Man of Lawlessness 

2 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus 
nd our being gathered to him, we ask 

you, bri , Inot to become easily unsettled or 

alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter sup- 


“) Greek Silvanus, a variant of Silas 


“4He will oppose and will exalt hit 


12 Or God and Lord, jesus Christ 


= 


- : a, 
posed to have come from us, saying that the day of 
the Lord has already come. 3Don’t let anyone de- 
ceive you in any way, for that day will not 
titi hus febellads GOGuEa at the eal epee Le! 
ness‘ is revealed, the man ¢ on. 
sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming him- " 
self to be God. - p d 
5Don’t you remember that when | was with you 
I used to tell you these things? 6And now you 
know what is holding him back, so that he may be. 
revealed at the proper time. 7For the secret power 
of lawlessness is already at work; but the 
now holds it back will continue to do so = 
taken out of the way. 8And then the lawless one 
will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will over- _ 
throw with the breath of his mouth and destroy by _ 
the splendor of his coming. 7The coming of the 
lawless one will be in accordance with the work of 
Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit mit a 
signs and wonders, and in every sort. 
deceives those who are perishing. They per _ 
cause they refused to love the truth and so be — 
saved. 11For this reason God sends them a power- 
ful delusion so that they will believe the lie Zand 


so that all will be condemned who have not be- 
lieved the truth but have delighted in wickedness. 


Stand Firm 


13But we ought always to thank God for you, 
brothers loved by the Lord, because from the be- 


thing that is called God or is worshiped, 


7 


things 
understand” [2 Peter 3:16].) *$ 
a 


(3 Some manuscnpts sin 
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ginning God chose yout to be saved through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in 
the truth, 4He called you to this through our gos- 
pel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 15So then, brothers, stand firm and 
hold to the teachingsb we passed on to you, 
whether by word of mouth or by letter. 

1eMay our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God 
our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us 
eternal encouragement and good hope, '’encour- 
age your hearts and strengthen you in every good 
deed and word 


Request for Prayer 


Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message 

of the Lord may spread rapidly and be hon- 
ored, just as it was with you. 2And pray that we 
may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for 
not everyone has faith. 3But the Lord is faithful, 
and he will strengthen and protect you from the 
evil one. ‘We have confidence in the Lord that you 
are doing and will continue to do the things we 
command. 5May the Lord direct your hearts into 
God's love and Christ's perseverance. 


Warning Against Idleness 


6ln the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we com- 
mend you, brothers, to keep away from every 
brother who is idle and does not live according to 
the teaching® you received from us. 7For you 
yourselves know how you ought to follow our 
example. We were not idle when we were with 
you, §nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying 
for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, 


do not have the right to such help, but in 01 
this CoE Seal foe you te ign ee 


even when we were with you, we gave you this 
rules “If a man will not work, he ‘not eat.” 
\We hear that some among you are idle, They 


bread they eat, 

re of doing what is 
‘If anyone does not obey our instruction in 
letter, take special note of b D i 
with him, in order that he may f 
do not regard him as ane h 
brother. : 


Final Greetings 

leNow may the Lord of peace himself 
peace at all times and in every way. The 
with all of you. 

171, Paul, write this Breeting i in my own hand, 
which is the distinguishing mark in all my letters. 
This is how | write. 

'8The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
you all, 


© vy 


~ Bite 


3:10 No Work, No Eat 
Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians had 


Haat oe col Nota ee x 


Evidently, this 

aac their jobs; pnb his 
the second coming. To correct the dedi: ie 

this second letter Scans earn Hae 

must happen before Christ’s return, He also 


laboring and toiling so that we would not be a strongly warns against idleness. “ 
burden to any of you. We did this, not because we 
te 
. 
MS Or traditions #6 Or tradition 


#13 Same manuscripts because God chose you as his firstfruits 


The Hardest Job ; 
Timothy steps into a hornet’s nest uri 


Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers. : 
4:12 
Wr has the most difficult job? A brain surgeon? A trapeze artist who risks death every 
leap? A nuclear engineer? Or perhaps an air traffic controller, who determines the of 
thousands of passengers. A number of professions might be nominated as the most difficult 
But if the apostle Paul were alive today, to that question he would very likely reply, “Withou 
doubt—a pastor's job is hardest.” In contrast to professionals who speci: lize, a pastor must call’ 
upon wide-ranging skills. In a given week a pastor may act as a psychologist, social worker, 
hospital chaplain, administrator, personnel supervisor, philosopher, and communicator. * 
Paul was acutely aware of the vital nature of such a job. Churches sprouted up wherever he 


visited, but whether they survived or failed depended largely on what kind of local leadership 

developed. wma , 

Final Words to a Young Friend : F er 
end 


To assure that his work would continue, Paul turned more and more to a few loyal fri r 
especially Timothy and Titus. He wrote them explicit instructions in the three letters that Olay 
known collectively as “The Pastoral Letters.” 

Paul wrote 1 Timothy near the end of his life. Rugged years of ministry had passed, years 
marked by stone beatings, jailings, and riots. Paul knew that his age, his enemies, or the 


increasingly brutal Roman Empire would soon catch up with him. 
Timothy, a young man, ranked high in Paul’s esteem. Converted during Paul’s first missionary 


journey, he had oyer the years gained the apostle’s complete trust. When a volcano of discontent _ 
tumbled in some distant church like Corinth or Thessalonica, Paul quickly dispatched Timothy to 


try and prevent an eruption. 

| have no one else like him,” Paul once wrote of Timothy. “As a son with his father he has 
served with me in the work of the gospel” (Philippians 2:19,22). Through a swarm of ; 
controversies, into prison, on the road—wherever Paul went—Timothy loyally followed. Five of ‘ 


Paul's letters begin with the news that Timothy is at his side. 


Timothy Becomes a Pastor 
Timothy took on, at Paul’s request, that difficult job of heading a local church. The congregation 


at Ephesus, loose and informal, needed order and a more defined structure. To muddle the scene 
further, certain members of the church had embraced false doctrines. In this letter, Paul advises 
his understudy on such matters as worship procedures, the control of unruly women, leadership i 
standards, and policies regarding widows, slaves, and rich people. 
Although this book addresses a historical situation from the first century, many roblems in the 
early church—underpaid staff members, a generation gap, an integrity shortage, al use: of social 
aid, love of money—persist today. A pastor's job description hasn't cl anged much, or grown any 


easier, over the centuries. 


How to Read 1 Timothy 


sition, Timothy had proved his mettle to Paul in many 


Despite a weak stomach and timid dispo: 
e him to a difficult task. 


ways, and Paul wrote this letter to challen; 
Paul doesn’t give many details on the false doctrines Timothy had to combat. These letters, 


however, include vague hints about super-spiritual living, Jewish enealogies, myths, and fables, - 
Look for the problems Paul alludes to and ask yourself whether tay, have any modern 
equivalents " 

* 
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In his instructions, Paul counseled Timothy to combat 


argumentative, but by living an exemplary life and 
challenge to live a model li 
Christian life. 


PLANS FOR READING 1 TIMOTHY 
PLAN 1: An Overview of 1 Timothy in 1 Day 


1 Day 1. Read the Introduction to 1 Timothy, then chapter 1, which serves a5 a good 


introduction to Paul's ‘pastoral letters.” s 


PLAN 2: All of 1 Timothy in 4 Days 
0120340506 


resy not by being forceful and 
li bringing order to the church, Paul's hx 
applies directly to us; it remains a powerful prescription for the a 
> iighewr ee 
A + 
iat 
ty 


Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the com- 
mand of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our 
hope 


2To Timothy my true son in the faith: 

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father 
and Christ Jesus our Lord 
Warning Against False Teachers of the Law 


3As | urged you when I went into Macedonia, 


stay there in Ephesus so that you may command 
certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer 
tnor to devote themselves to myths and endless 


genealogies. These promote controversies rather 
than God’s work—which is by faith. 5The goal of 
this command is love, which comes from a pure 
heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 
6Some have wandered away from these and 
turned to meaningless talk. 7They want to be 
teachers of the law, but they do not know what 
they are talking about or what they so confidently 
affirm 

8We know that the law is good if one uses it 
properly. 9We also know that law2 is made not for 
the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the 
ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious; for 
those who kill their fathers or mothers, for mur- 
derers, !for adulterers and perverts, for slave 
traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever 
else is contrary to the sound doctrine !that con- 
forms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, 
which he entrusted to me. 


The Lord’s Grace to Paul 


12] thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given 
me strength, that he considered me faithful, ap- 
pointing me to his service. 13Even though I was 
once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent 
man, | was shown mercy because | acted in igno- 
rance and unbelief. !4The grace of our Lord was 


69 Or that the law 


poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith 
and love that are in Christ Jesus, 

15Her@ is a trustworthy saying that deserves full 
acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 1But for 
that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, 
the worst of sinners; Christ Jesus might display his 
unlimited patience as an example for those who 
would believe on him and receive eternal ; 
17Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the 
only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. Me 

18Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in 
keeping with the prophecies once made about 
you, so that by following them you may fight the 
good fight, holding on to faith and a good con- 
science. Some have rejected these and so have 
shipwrecked their faith. Among them are Hy- 
menaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed 
over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme. 


Instructions on Worship 


V4 lurge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
everyone—2for kings and all those in authority, 
that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases 
God our Savior, ‘who wants all men to be saved 
and to come to a knowledge of the truth, >For there 
is one God and one mediator between God and 


2:1 Time to Get Organized 


Chapters 2 and 3 give detailed instructions . 


concerning worship and church tion. 
When Paul wrote this letter, near the end of his 
life, churches such as Ephesus had been 


for many years. The time had come for a more 
formal organization and for instructions 
appropriate and inappropriate behavior in church. 
TS 


1 TIMOTHY 2:6 
men, the man Christ Jesus, ‘who gave himself asa 
ransom for all men—the testimony given in its 
proper time. 7And for this purpose I was ap- 
pointed a herald and an apostle—! am telling the 
truth, I am not lying—and a teacher of the true 
faith to the Gentiles. 

31 want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in 
prayer, without anger or disputing. 

91 also want women to dress modestly, with 
decency and propriety, not with braided hair or 
gold or pearls or expensive clothes, !0but with 
good deeds, appropriate for women who profess 
to worship God. 

"LA woman should learn in quietness and full 
submission. 12] do not permit a woman to teach or 
to have authority over a man; she must be silent. 
13For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 4And 
Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman 
who was deceived and became a sinner. '5But 
women? will be saved’ through childbearing—if 
they continue in faith, love and holiness with pro- 


priety. 


Overseers and Deacons 

Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his 

heart on being an overseer, he desires’a noble 
task. 2Now the overseer must be above reproach, 
the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-con- 
trolled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, Inot 
given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, nota lover of money. 4He must man- 
age his own family well and see that his children 
obey him with proper respect. 5(If anyone does not 
know how to manage his own family, how can he 
take care of God's church?) He must not be a 
recent convert, or he may become conceited and 
fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7He 
must also have a good reputation with outsiders, 
so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the 
devil's trap. 

&Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of 
respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and 
not pursuing dishonest gain. 7They must keep 
hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear 
conscience. !0They must first be tested; and then if 
there is nothing against them, let them serve as 
deacons. 

ll[In the same way, their wives’ are to be 
women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers 
but temperate and trustworthy in everything. 

12A deacon must be the husband of but one wife 
and must manage his children and his household 
well. !3Those who have served well gain an excel- 
lent standing and great assurance in their faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

14Although I hope to come to you soon, | am 
writing you these instructions so that, '5if | am 
delayed, you will know how people ought to con- 
duct themselves in God's household, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and foundation 
of the truth. }¢Beyond all question, the mystery of 


godliness is great 


"15 Or restored 
16 Or im the flesh 


«15 Greek she 
manuscripts God 


«1 Traditionally bishop, also in verse 2 


i those 
and who know the sing yh 


created is ie caiee and nothing is to be rejecte 
received with thanksgiving, Sbecause it is « 
crated by the word of God and prayer, __ 

‘lf you point these things out to the brothers; _ 
you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, 
brought up in the truths of the faith and of the — 
good teaching that you have 7He 
nothing to do with godless myths and old wit 4 
tales; rather, train yourself to be pa 8For Sai? 
cal training is of some value, bu! 
value for all things, holding che Leer both the 
present life and the life to come, 

This is a trustworthy saying 
acceptance !(and'for this we! 
we have put our hope in the lis 
Savior of all men, and especially of 
believe. 

11Command and teach these things. “22Donrt let 
anyone look down on you because you ee 
but set an example for the believers in speech, in 
life, in love, in faith and in purity. Until | come, 
devote yourself to the piMliowedig of fesse 
to preaching and to teaching. Do 
your gift, which was given you through 
ic message when the body of elders laid | 
hands on you. 

15Be diligent in these matters; give are 
wholly to them, so that everyone may see your 
progress. !Watch your life and doctrine closely. 
Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save 
both yourself and your hearers. 


4:14 Timothy's 


In three separate places in his letters to Ti 
Paul refers to his associate’s special 


ceremony when 
hanide' te him. And in 2 Timothy (1:6) 
specifies that he, too, had been part of 
ceremony. Timothy came from 
household; both his grandmothe: 
believers (2 Timothy 1:5). 
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Advice About Widows, Elders and Slaves 


Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but ex- 
hort him as if he were your father. Treat youn- 
ger men as brothers, 2older women as mothers, 
and younger women as sisters, with absolute pu- 


rity 


. 1 TIMOTHY 5:5 


are really in need, 4But if a widow has childfen or 
grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put 
their religion into practice by caring for their own 
family and so repaying their parents and grand- 
parents, for this is pleasing to God. °The widow 
who is really in need and left all alone puts her 
hope in God and continues night and day to pray 


3Give proper recognition to those widows who 
Athlete in Training F 


Overcoming personal handicaps . 


Train yourself to be godly. For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, 

holding promise for both the present life and the lite to come. 47-8 

r order to excel in any sport, athletes must spend hours and hours in training. And what is true 
of athletes is also true of artists and musicians. No one achieves excellence in any field without 

tremendous self-discipline, hours of rigorous training, and a willingness to suffer great hardship in 

order to achieve the goals we have set for ourselves. 


Against All Odds 
If people who have average abilities must train hard to excel, how much more do those who 
thletes who have excelled, even though they have only 


suffer severe handicaps. There are many a’ 
one leg or one arm! They have disciplined themselves to endure great pain an hardship and have 


trained themselves to overcome their handicaps. 


What Are You Training For? 
Paul often uses illustrations from the world of athletics to help his readers understand the point 


of his message. Writing to Timothy and to other Christians he says that physical training that 
results in excellence in some sport is good; but he says that if we concentrate on training 
ourselves in spiritual disciplines or in godliness—that is much better. 

In his letter to Timothy, Paul urges Timothy to train himself for godliness the same way 
disciplined athletes train for competition. Athletes must overcome PVA barriers; Timothy faced 
personality barriers. Several times Paul refers to Timothy's reserved, timid disposition, which 
probably contributed to his chronic stomach trouble, 

Given his shyness and his half-Jewish, half-Gentile ancestry, Timothy did not seem the ideal 
choice for a heresy fighter in a turbulent church. But Paul was convinced he could do the job. He 
encouraged Timothy with such motivational phrases as “| charge you’’ and “| urge you.” He also 
reminded Timothy of his ordination, a commitment he had made long before. 

Harassed Christians need a model, an example of how they should live, perhaps even more 
than they need words of wisdom. In 1 Timothy, Paul urges his loyal friend to become that model 
by accepting the discipline and hard work required. 


How Hard Are You Training? . 

One of Satan's papal weapons against Christ 
Sometimes we feel that following Jesus is not wo: 
not understand; we suffer persecution. At times 


God’s Word for encouragement. 
ersonality traits that make Christian service seem difficult? What 


Life Questions: Do you have ra 
specific “training instructions’ did Paul give Timothy that might also apply to you? 


ians is the weapon of discouragement. 
rth the price, We lose our job; our family does 
like these we need discipline. We need to study 


1 TIMOTHY 5:6 


and to axk God for help, (But the widow who lives 
for pleasure is dead even while she lives, 7Give the 
people these instructions, too, so that no one may 
be open to blame. “if anyone does not provide for 
his relatives, and especially for his immediate 
family, he has denied the faith and is worse than 
an unbeliever 

"No widow may be put on the list of widows 
unless she is over sixty, has been faithful to her 
husband. Wand is well known for her good 
deeds, such as bringing up children, showing hos- 
pitality, washing the feet of the saints, helping 
those in trouble and devoting herself to all kinds of 
good deeds, 

IAs for younger widows, do not put them on 
such a list. For when their sensual desires overs 
come their dedication to Christ, they want to 
marry. Thus they bring judgment on them: 
selves, because they have broken their first 
pledge. Besides, they get into the habit of being 
idle and going about from house to house, And not 
only do they become idlers, but also gossips and 
busybodies, saying things they oigkt not to. 401 
counsel younger widows to marry, to have chil- 
dren, to manage their homes and to give the ene- 
my no opportunity for slander. !5Some have in fact 
already turned away to follow Satan. 

lelf any woman who is a believer has widows in 
her family, she should help them and not let the 
church be burdened with them, so that the church 
can help those widows who are really in need, 

"The elders who direct the affairs of the church 
well are worthy of double honor, especially those 
whose work is preaching and teaching. !8For the 
Scripture says, “Do not muzzle the ox while it is 
treading out the grain,’ and ‘The worker de- 
serves his wages.’¢ 19Do not entertain an accusa- 
tion against an elder unless it is brought by two or 
three witnesses. 2UThose who sin are to be rebuked 
publicly, so that the others may take warning. 

211 charge you, in the sight of God and Christ 
Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instruc- 
tions without partiality, and to do nothing out of 
favoritism 

22Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, and 
do not share in the sins of others. Keep yourself 
pure 

23Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine 
because of your stomach and your frequent ill- 
nesses uy 

24The sins of some men are obvious, reaching 


5:9 Welfare Mentality 
Chapter 5 gives fascinating insight into early 
church problems that have parallels in today’s 
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the place of judgment al 
others trail behind them, 
deeds are obvious, and 
cannot be hidden, 

All who are under th 

consider their masters 
so that God’s name and our 
slandered, 21 hose who hav 
not to show 


h hese § 
things you are to teach and urge on them. 


Love of Money 


‘If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not 
agree to the sound instruction of our Jesus 
Christ and to godly teaching, the is conceited and 
understands nothing. He has an unhealthy inter- 
est in controversies and quarrels about words that 
result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspi- 
cions Sand constant friction between men of cor- 
rupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and 
who think that godliness is a means to financial 
gain. reas | 

‘But godliness with contentment is great gain. 4 
7For we brought nothing into the world, and we 
can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and 
clothing, we will be content with that, People 
who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap. 
and into many foolish and harmful desires that 
plunge men into ruin and destruction, 10For the 

love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some 

people, eager for money, have wandered from the - 

faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 


Paul’s Charge to Timothy 


‘But you, man of God, flee from all this, and 
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, en- 
durance and gentleness. !2Fight the good fight of 
the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you 
were called when you made your good confession 
in the presence of many witnesses. !3[n the sight of 
God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ 
Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate 
made the good confession, I charge you M4to keep 
this command without spot or blame until the ap- 
pearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, !Swhich God will 
bring about in his own time—God, the blessed and 
only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
16who alone is immortal and who lives in unap- 


ae 


6:7 Two Familiar Quotes 
Paul’s parting advice to Timothy includes two 


social programs. Evidently, some members of the sayings that have become familiar quotations. 4 
Fonsi Candieeation had been taking advantage Verse 7 is usually quoted accurately. But bia’ aie - 
of others’ charity. Young widows were using the also familiar, is often misquoted as money ag 
church’s resources when they should have been root of all evil.” An ee ee already 
looking for other means of support. Paul outlines a developed a professional class ristian 
form of “enrollment” to establish who was truly workers, and Paul warned against the motive ad 
needy. profit-seeking. 

a 
69 Or has had but one husband 18 Deut, 25:4 $18 Luke 10:7 a 
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Passing the Torch 
The apostle Paul’s last known words 


And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men 
who will also be qualified to teach others, 2:2 
unfold: the passing of the Olympic torch. 


Ey four years the world watches an ancient ritual 
The spectacular pageantry of the opening ceremonies cannot begin until the final carrier of the 


torch arrives in the stadium. The torch symbolically links the modern Olympic Games to their 


2700-year history. 

“Passing the torch’ has become a familiar Phrase, used when the president of a large company 
introduces his successor to the public, or when an esteemed orchestra conductor hands over his 
baton, or a great sports figure tutors her replacement. Often the retiring person delivers an 
emotional farewell speech. He or she has finished the work; time has come to pass the torch to 


another. 


Choosing Timothy 

As the weary apostle Paul neared certain death, with imprisonment preventing him from 
traveling, he, too, began to think of a successor. It was time to pass the torch, and he decided on 
the young man Timothy. 

At first glance, shy Timothy hardly seemed an adequate replacement, but Paul had few options, 
“Everyone in the province of Asia has deserted me,” he lamented (1:15). This letter, 2 Timothy, 
reveals his deep reliance on Timothy's loyal friendship. Life was closing in on the apostle, and he 
felt a somber sense of abandonment. 

At times in this letter, Paul lectures Timothy like a master sergeant, calling on him to stand firm, 
overcome shame, and hold to the faith. Elsewhere, his tone softens into the fond affirmation of a 

are evident: from Paul recalling 


grateful father. Throughout, the bonds of deep friendship 
Timothy's family heritage (1:5) to his urging Timothy to bring him a heavy coat before winter 


(4:13,21). 


An Emotional Moment 

Paul’s moods alternate between sadness and confidence, nostalgia and grave concern. As he 
wrote this letter, he contemplated the disquieting months ahead and the prospect of young, 
divided churches left without his guidance. In these, his last known written words, he sought to 
prepare Timothy for the inevitable day when the message of God would depend on him and other 
reliable workers (2:2). 

Despite his circumstances, Paul’s farewell message from behind bars is gracious, even 
triumphant. The spreading of the gospel is far too ig a task to be limited to any one man. 
“Tam... chained like a criminal,” Paul declares, “but God’s Word is not chained’ (2:9). 


How to Read 2 Timothy 
ighout history. Paul, facing 


Second Timothy has proved encouraging to Christian workers throu 
death, did not wallow in self-pity, but instead used this last communication to inspire and 
challenge his associate Timothy. 

This letter reveals much about Paul’s emotional state and physical circumstances. Anyen read it, 
look for glimpses into Paul’s loneliness and suffering. The apostle tells where he turned for 


strength when he faced personal trials. ; 
In addition, 2 Timothy gives much valuable counsel to those of us who, like Timothy, have 


inherited the task of representing Christ on éarth. Paul stresses the importance of relying on 
Scripture and of living a life of discipline. As you read this letter, put yourself in Timothy's place; 
imagine receiving one last personal letter from your great mentor. What final words of advice does 


he give? 


PLANS FOR READING 2 TIMOTHY 
PLAN 1: An Overview of 2 Timothy in 1 Day 


(J Day 1. Read the Introduction to 2 Timothy and then chapter 2, which contains a 
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summary of Paul's challenge to Timothy. 


PLAN 2: All of 2 Timothy in 4 Days 
01020304 


bs 


LT 


Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of 
God, according to the promise of life that is in 
Christ Jesus, 


2To Timothy, my dear son: 


Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father 
and Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Encouragement to Be Faithful 
3] thank God, whom I serve, as my forefathers 
did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I 
constantly remember you in my prayers. 4Recall- 
ing your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be 
filled with joy. 5I have been reminded of your sin- 
cere faith, which first lived in your grandmother 
Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuad- 
ed, now lives in you also. 6For this reason I remind 
you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in 
you through the laying on of my hands. 7For God 
did not give us a’spirit of timidity, but a spirit of 
power, of love and of self-discipline. 
8So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, 
or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in 
suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, 
9who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not 
because of anything we have done but because of 
his own purpose and grace. This grace was given 
us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 
‘Obut it has now been revealed through the appear- 
ing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel. And of this gospel I was 
appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 
12That is why | am suffering as I am. Yet I am not 
ashamed, because | know whom I have believed, 
and am convinced that he is able to guard what I 
have entrusted to him for that day. 
3What you heard from me, keep as the pattern 
of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ 
Jesus. '4Guard the good deposit that was en- 
trusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy 
Spirit who lives in us 
15You know that everyone in the province of 
Asia has deserted me, including Phygelus and 
Hermogenes 
‘May the Lord show mercy to the household of 


. 


Onesiphorus, because he often refreshed me and 
was not ashamed of my chains. 17On the contrary, 
when he was in Rome, he searched hard for me 
until he found me. !8May the Lord grant that he © 
will find mercy from the Lord on that day! You 
know very well in how many ways he helped me 
in Ephesus. 

You then, my son, be strong in the grace thatis 

in Christ Jesus. 2And the things you have 
heard me say in the of many witnesses 
entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to 
teach others. 3Endure hardship with us like a good 
soldier of Christ Jesus. 4No one serving asa soldier 
gets involved in civilian affairs—he wants to 
please his commanding officer. , if any 
one competes as an athlete, he does not receive the 
victor's crown unless he competes according to the 
tules. 6The hardworking farmer should be the first 
to receive a share of the crops.-7Reflect on what I 
am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into 
all this. ¢ 

8Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, 
descended from David. This is my gospel, %for 
which I am suffering even to the point of being 
chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not 
chained. !°Therefore I endure everything for the 
sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the 
salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 

Here is a trustworthy saying: 


If we died with him, 
we will also live with him; 
12if we endure, 
we will also reign with him. 
If we disown him, 


2:4 Soldier, Athlete, Farmer 
Writing to a friend who knew him well, Paul saw 


his 

own life, and he wanted Timothy to train 

ee ast ation for any hardships that he might have 
jace. 


2 TIMOTHY 2:13 


he will also disown us; 
Wit we are faithless, 
he will remain faithful, 
for he cannot disown himself. 


A Workman Approved by God 

‘Keep reminding them of these things. Warn 
them before God against quarreling about words; 
it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 
'SDo your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved, a workman who does not need to be 
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of 
truth. *Avoid godless chatter, because those who 
indulge in it will become more and more ungodly. 
Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among, 
them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have 
wandered away from the truth, They say that the 
resurrection has already taken place, and they de- 
stroy the faith of some. Nevertheless, God’s solid 
foundation stands firm, sealed with this inserip- 
tion: “The Lord knows those who are his," and, 
“Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord 
must turn away from wickedness,’ 

20In a large house there are articles not only of 
gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some 
are for noble purposes and some for ignoble. 2!If a 
man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an 
instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful 
to the Master and prepared to do any good work. 

2Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with 
those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 
Don't have anything to do with foolish and stu- 
pid arguments, because you know they produce 
quarrels. 4And the Lord's servant must not quar- 
rel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to 
teach, not resentful. Those who oppose him he 
niusf gently instruct, in the hope that God will 
grant them repentance leading them to a knowl- 
edge of the truth, 26and that they will come to their 
senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who 
has taken them captive to do his will. 


Godlessness in the Last Days 


But mark this: There will be terrible times in the 

last days. 2People will be lovers of themselves, 
lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, 
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 
without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without 
self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, #treach- 
erous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God— Shaving a form of godliness 
but denying its power. Have nothing to do with 


them 


3:8 Who Were Jannes 


and Jambres? 
These names, not mentioned in the Old Testament, 
were handed down in Jewish tradition as the 


names of the E yptian magicians who opposed 
Moses during the ten plagues against Egypt (Exodus 
7:11; 9:11). 


+19 Nuan 165 (see Septuagint) 


Paul's Charge to 


my way of life, my purpose, faith, p 
endurance, 1) “ om 
kinds of things happened to me in 
um and Lystra, the Pabst 
Lord rescued me from all of ih. 
one who wants to live a godly life in 
will be persecuted, while evil men and 
will go from bad to worse, deceiving 
deceived, But as for you, continue in 
have learned and have bacon £0 
cause you know those from w] 
‘Sand how from infancy you have kno 
Scriptures, which are able to make you. 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus, 
ee is God-breathed is 0 
rebuking, correcting 
ness, !7so that the man of 
equipped for every good worl 
In the presence of God 
who will judge nee 
view of his appearing 
this charge: 2Preach the Word; be prep 
son and out of season; correct, rebuke 
age—with great patience and careful 
3For the time will come when men will up 
with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own 
desires, they will gather 
ber of teachers to say what their 
to hear. ‘They will turn their ears 
truth and turn aside to myths. 5But you, 
head in all situations, endure do the 
work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties 
your ministry. wae 
6For Lam ‘being poured out like a drink 
offering, and the time has come for my departure. 
71 have fought the good fight, | have finished the 
race, | have kept the faith. "Now there is 
for me the crown of righteousness, which 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on 
that day—and not only to me, but who 
have longed for his appearing. eer’ 


Personal Remarks 

9Do your best to come to me quickly, “for 
Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted 
me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has 
gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. “Only 
Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with 
you, because he is heipful to me in my ministry, #1 
1 Tychicus to Ephesus. When you come, 
ring the cloak that | left with Carpus at Troas, and 
my scrolls, especially the parchments 

1sAlexander the metalworker did mea great deal 
of harm. The Lord will repay him for what he has 
done. '5You too should be on your guard against 
him, because he strongly opposed our message. 
‘eAt my first defense, no one came to my sup- 
Port, but everyone deserted me. May it not be heid 
against them. !7But the Lord stood at my side and 
gave me strength, so that through me the message 
m be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles a 
hear it. And I was delivered from the Kons’ cy "is eae aetna et ecg 
mouth '*The Lord will rescue me from every evil _ of freedom. His request for a cloak and 
attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly _ parchments (4:13) indicates 
dom. To him be glory for ever and ever. suddenly, without warning 7 


A Letter from a Death Cell 
Paul sees the end 


| am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. 4-6 
ccasionally, writings surface from death cells, the earnest scratchings of prisoners who know 

6) each word may be their last. Whole books, for example, were discovered amid the ruims of 

Nazi death camps. Understandably, these writings don’t usually dwell on abstract, philosophical 


themes. They chronicle the day-to-day reality of the struggle to survive. 
Quite naturally, Paul did not devote much space to doctrine in his death cell letter. He stuck to 


personal advice on vital issues such as courage and personal integrity. 


Paul's Grim Future 
Although Paul does not elaborate on his present circumstances in 2 Timothy, he mentions that 


at his first trial not a single witness came forward to defend him (4:16). 


strength he successfully defended himself, but his in 2 new trial fim (4:6). 

Paul's arrest probably occurred in the wave of aces Chacon Persecutions BENE in ap. 
64. That crazed emperor tortured Christians by crucifying them, by tot cuoe animal skins 
and turning his hunting dogs loose on them, and by burning them alive, as torches, to 
illuminate the games in his garden. Is it any wonder that Paul, imprisoned in that era, exhorted 
Timothy on the need for boldness and the likelihood of suffering for Christ? 


The Coming Conflict 
Toward the end of his life, Paul viewed the future as a growing struggle. Immorality and false 
teaching would “spread like gangrene” (2:17); he urged Christians to counteract those forces with 
personal purity. The battle between good and evil would only intensify, he said. 
After making some predictions about “the last days,” Paul a formal to 
Timothy—a last will and testament to his spiritual son (421-8). He concluded, “I have the 
‘ood fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith” (4:7). Tradition teaches that Paul was 
Filled by Rome tor his faith. But because of his life and the legacy he passed on, the world would 


never be the same 
Life Questions: If you Grafted a spiritual “last will and testament” for your friends, what would you 


say? 


TITUS 


INTRODU 


ION 


Diverse People, Diverse Problems  —— 
An island of liars, brutes, and gluttons — ; 


These, then, are the things you should teach. 2:15 


Meer people reading about the past can blur people together into 
of strangers. It’s hard to visualize individual people you read abou! 
Actually, the people Paul addressed were as diverse as those you might meet on the streets of 
any large city. Consider Crete, an island populated by five fiercely independent ethnic groups. Its 
main knowledge of the outside world came through pirates and coarse sailors. Add to that mix a 
leresicommln ly of straight-laced Jews, and you can see why the Cretan church was . 
conflict. + - 
ghee Aes eS 


Titus the Troubleshooter 


a uniform, faceless crowd 
it. 


When problems erupted in this stormy congregation, Paul dispatched Titus, his trusted associate 
of 15 years. The book of Galatians (2:1-5) introduced Titus as proof that a non-jew could become a 


fully acceptable Christian. 

When Titus’s name occurs in the New Testament, he is usually seen serving as Paul’s 
troubleshooter, the one called on to deal with local crises. Twice he was sent on a diplomatic _ 
mission to the rowdy church at Corinth. This letter indicates he faced an equally challenging task 
on Crete. Paul wrote the book of Titus as a set of personal instructions on how to handle a 


difficult assignment. 
Because he was writing to people who knew the local circu! well, Paul rarely bothered 


to give background for us years later. But we can gain insights into the conditions by reading 
between the fines. For example, when Paul tells Titus to search for a leader “not quick-tem| ; 
not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain” (1:7), that description implies 
something about the average Cretan. One of the island’s own poets described Cretans as “al 
liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons” (1:12), and the Greeks had even coined a special verb for lying: 


“to Cretize.” 
' 


Practical Theology 
Titus 2 lists some of the diverse groups in the church: older men, older women, younger 


women, young men, slaves. Each resented a set of problems that needed attention, a Paul 
gave Titus specific counsel on each group. Although he was mainly emphasizing the need for 
good living, Paul also dropped in a few concise restatements of the gospel message. His theology 
was never distantly theoretical; he applied it to real-life human problems. 

Taken as a group, the three astoral letters (1 and 2 Timothy plus Titus) show Paul, an.old man 
now, learning to rely more and more on capable assistants to carry on his work. The Cretans 
needed a hard-hitting, practical reminder of “sound doctrine” based on a God “who does not lie”’ 
(1:2). The instructions in Titus give the man for whom the book was, named—and us—the needed 


jolt. 


How to Read Titus 


Like 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus was written to an individual, not a church. This letter has similarities 
to 1 Timothy, but is less personal and more official. The book of Acts doesn’t mention Titus, but 
13 references to him in Paul's letters indicate that he was one of Paul’s most trusted helpers. 

In some letters, such as Galatians, Paul fought valiantly against legalism. But the church on ting 
Crete, full of immature Christians, needed basic lessons in morality, and Paul spelled them out for 
Titus. Using a very straightforward style, he told his associate what he would prescribe in 

—— 


circumstances. 


these passages: TT, 2)1-14, and 324-7, 


PLANS FOR READING TITUS 


PLAN | 
© Day 1. Read the Inti 


practical advice for the diverse groups in the Cretan church, 


PLAN 2: All of Titus in 2 Days 
10 23 


Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus 
Christ for the faith of God's elect and the 
edge of the truth that leads to godjiness—?a 
nd knowledge resting on the hope of eternal 
fe God, who does not lie, promised before 
the beginning of time, 3and at his appointed sea- 
son he brought his word to light through the 
p ing entrusted to me by the command of God 


vior, 


+To Titus, my true son in our common faith: 


Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ 
Jesus our Savior. 


Titus’ Task on Crete 
ie reason I left you in Crete was that you 
t straighten out what was left unfinished and 
nint* elders in every town, as | directed you. 
elder must be blameless, the husband of but 
one ¥.ife,"a man whose children believe and are 
not open to the charge of being wild and disobedi- 
7Since an overseer is entrusted with God’s 
work, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not 
quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not 
violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. Rather he 
st be hospitable, one who loves what is good, 
who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disci- 
plined. He must hold firmly to the trustworthy 
message as it has been taught, so that he can en- 
courage others by sound doctrine and refute those 
who oppose it 
i0For there are many rebellious people, mere 
talkers and deceivers, especially those of the cir- 
cumcision group. !!They must be silenced, be- 
ause they are ruining whole households by teach- 
ing things they ought not to teach—and that for 
the sake of dishonest gain. !2Even one of their own 
prophets has said, ‘Cretans are always liars, evil 
brutes, lazy gluttons.” !3This testimony is true. 
Therefore, rebuke them sharply, so that they will 
be sound in the faith !4and will pay no attention to 
Jewish myths or to the commands of those who 
reject the truth. !5To the pure, all things are pure, 


ent 


Or ordain *7 Traditionally bishop 


emai 


Secause it is written if such a direct style-almost like a training fpapuarerib " Wile 

explanation, Pauls meaning comes through clearly, Note particularly Paul 6 

pnineiples to specific groups in chapter 2. And give careful study to the “nuggets” yin 
me) 


An Overview of Titus int el 
luction to Titus, then chapter 2, which contains Paulls ‘ 


1 


* 


but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, 

nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and con- 
sciences are corrupted, !6They claim to know God, 
but by their actions they deny him. They are de- 
testable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything, 
good. 

What Must Be Taught to Various Groups 


You must teach what is in accord with sound 

doctrine. 2Teach the older men to be temper- 
ate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound 
in faith, in love and in endurance. ‘ 

3Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent 

in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addict- 
ed to much wine, but to teach what is good. 4Then 
they can train the younger women to love their 
husbands and children, 5to be self-controlled and 
pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be 
subject to their husbands, so that no one will ma- 
lign the word of God. 

Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-- 
controlled. 7In everything set them an example by 
doing what is good. In your teaching show integri- 
ty, seriousness 8and soundness of speech that can- 
not be condemned, so that those who oppose you 
may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to 
say about us. 

%Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in 
everything, to try to please them, not to talk back 
to them, !°and not to steal from them, but to show 


1:14 Foolish Questions 

In addition to the problems hinted at in chapter 2, 
the Cretan church struggled with issues its Jewish 
members introduced. These trends toward myths 
and “foolish controversies and logies and 
arguments and quarrels about the law” (3:9) 
resemble the heresies Paul had warned against in 
the book of Colossians. Titus had to be to 
deal with problems both of doctrine and 


righteous living. 


TITUS 2:11 


that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way 
they will make the teaching about God our Savior 
attractive 

‘Bor the grace of God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men. (It teaches us to say No" to 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live welf- 
controtled, upright and godly lives in this present 
age, while we wait for the blessed hopethe 
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, 4who gave himself for ug to redeem 
Us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a 
people that are his very own, eager to do what is 
good 

‘These, then, are the things you should teach, 
Encourage and rebuke with all authority, Do not 
let anyone despise you. 


Doing What Is Good 


Remind the people to be subject to rulers and 
authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do 
whatever is good, 2to slander no one, to be peace- 
able and considerate, and to show true humility 
toward all men 

‘At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, 
deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and 
pleasures, We lived in malice and envy, being 
hated and hating one another. 4But when the kind- 
ness and love of God our Savior appeared, She 
saved us, not because of righteous things we had 
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us 
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the 
Holy Spirit, ‘whom he poured out on us. generous- 
ly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having 
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs 
having the hope of eternal life. 8This is a trust- 
worthy saying. And | want you to stress these 


1044 


“things, no that thowe who have tru 
be careful to devote themselves to. 
good, These things are excellent and pro 
everyone, 

“But avoid foolish controversies and 
and arguments and quarrels about 
catine these are unprofitable and usel 
divisive person once, and then warn him a second 
time, After that, hay nothing to do with him, 
"You may be sure that sucha man is warped and 
sinful; he is selfeondemned, 


Final Remarks 


As soon as I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, 
do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, because I 
have decided to winter there, Do everything you 
can to help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their 
way and see that they have everything they need, 
Our people must learn to devote themselves to 
doing what is good, in order that they may provide 
for daily necessities and not live unproductive 
lives, 

'SEveryone with me sends you greetings, Greet 
those who love us in the faith, 

Grace be with you all. 


enealogien | 
law, bee 
WWarn a 


3:5 Nuggets of Theology 

Despite its practical, instructive tone, Titus 
a wee eet 1-4, 2: al ob 3:4-7. 
theology. They appear in 1:1-4, 2:11-14, 24-7. 
This last wassagelinlanicnt off Paul’s stress on clean 
living in Titus. Verse 5 makes clear that “righteous 
things’ do not earn us acceptance by God. Rather, 
they are a natural response from people who 
experienced God’s forgiveness and love, 
i 


H 


PHILEMON ere 
[NTROOUCTON | i 


Letter to a Slave Owner t ou 
A slave's life hangs in the balance 


Although in Christ | could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, yet | appeal to you 
on the basis of love. 8,9 
On was a runaway slave, a hunted fugitive whose life was in constant danger. He had two 

options. He could spend his days hiding in the dark, grimy alleys of a Roman City, dodging 
soldiers and bounty-hunters. Or, he could do the unthinkable and return to his master. 

The laws of the empire were harsh. If Onesimus did return, his master Philemon had the legal 

power to sentence him to immediate execution. If Philemon mercifully decided to let him live, 
Onesimus would have the letter F (for Fugitivus) seared on his forehead with a branding iron, 


marking him for life. 


Paul Defends a Runaway “ ‘ 
His conversion to Christ through Paul's ministry greatly complicated the decision of the runaway 
slave. Onesimus, knew he couldn't keep running all his life. He had wronged his legal owner and, 
painful as it seemed, he needed to make amends. 
The apostle Paul, sympathetic to the slave’s cause, agreed to use his full influence on 
Onesimus'’s life hung in the balance. This 468-word letter to the slave owner masterfully brings 


together Paul's skills of persuasion and diplomacy. 
Every phrase in Philemon is crafted to produce the best Possible effect. Paul appeals to 
ion. He 


Philemon’s friendship, his status as a Christian leader, his sense of love and 
doesn’t outright order Philemon to consent, yet he applies blatant Pressure, reminding Philemon 


that “you owe me your very self” (verse 19). Addressing the letter to Philemon’s chui (verse 2) 
increases the pressure, as does Paul’s promise of a personal visit (verse 22). 


Christianity and Slavery 
Slavery existed for 1,800 years after this letter was written, and it took the full moral force of 
Christianity to ban it from the globe. But the tiny book of Philemon shows that the faith had a 
profound impact on slavery long before abolition. 
p. Onesimus, a runaway, decided to turn himself 


Christ can revolutionize any social relationshi 
in. In Philemon, Paul asks for a second miracle. He pleads with the owner to “welcome him as 
you would welcome me” (verse 17). Such an attitude, in that culture, was social dynamite. | 


How to Read Philemon 


p with both the slave Onesimus and his owner Philemon. 
t heard about Christ when he shared a jail cell with the 
es into Paul's relationship with each 


Obviously, Paul had a close relationshii 
Some scholars believe that Onesimus firs 
apostle (see verses 9-10). As you read Philemon, look for clu 


person 

Philemon gives us a model of Christian diplomacy. As you read it, think of awkward social 
situations you know about: two estranged friends or a Parent-child conflict, for example. Notice 
the kind of persuasion used by Paul, and try to apply it to your own circumstances. 


{ 
A PLAN FOR READING PHILEMON’ — 
PLAN 1; Philemon in 1 Day i 
() Day 1. Just one chapter long, 


Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy 
our brother, namie 


To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker, 
2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow sol- 
dier and to the church that meets in your home: Soni 


3Grace to you and peace from God our Father him b 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Thanksgiving and Prayer 

4] always thank my God as | remember you in 
my prayers, 5because | hear about your faith in the — 
Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints. 6 pray any ariel 
that you may be active in sharing your faith, 80 19], Paul, an writing 
that you will have a full understanding of every pay it back—not | 
good thing we have in Christ. 7Your love has given very self. 201 do w 
me great joy and encouragement, because you, —_ some benefit from 


brother, have refreshed the hearts of the saints. _ heart in Christ. 


Paul’s Plea for Onesimus write to y 


8Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold 
and order you to do what you ought to do, 9yet I 
appeal to you on the basis of love. I then, as Paul— 
an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ 
Jesus— 10] appeal to you for my son Onesimus,# 
who became my son while I was in chains. !For- 
merly he was useless to you, but now he has 
become useful both to you and to me. 

12] am sending him—who is my very heart— 
back to you. 131 would have liked to keep him with 


this with 


#10 Onesimus means useful. 


Time to Decide 
Does it matter what you believe as long as you're sincere? 


How shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? 2:3 
Y' »u can go through much of life deliberately avoiding hard decisions. But la agradinagl 5? have 
no choice; the situation forces you to make a decision. Consider an example from sport of 


mountain climbing 
Sooner or later. every mountain climber faces a dreaded section of slick granite that offers no , 
ledges or cracks to grasp. When you come to such a wall, you can abandon the climb. Or, you 


can risk a move like “the pendulum.” 


The Pendulum 
The pendulum works the way it sounds: as high above you as you can reach, you fasten a loop 

with a metal nut and slide the rope through the loop. Then you climb down a few feet, dangle on 

section. It takes nerve. You must lean out 


the end of the rope, and try to swing across the sheer 
inst the rope into empty space and, with a well-timed push, vault across the face of the cliff. If 


agal 
your lunge toward a safer spot fails, you swing helplessly and try ge 

After your entire party has swung the pendulum, you pull the rope all pre) through the 
loop. From then on, there’s no turning back. You have crossed a section of cliff that requires a — 
rope to swing on and a loop to attach it to. The loop is now out of your reach, and the rope A 


coiled at your feet. There is only one way to go: up. 


Worth the Risk? 
The author of Hebrews wrote to people who faced just such a climactic, can’t-turn-back 


decision. It involved not a mountain climb, but their entire future. Should they stick with the 
familiar routine of the Jewish religion? After all, it enjoyed Rome's official protection and had 
traditions going back thousands of years. Or should they take a risk and join the growing body of 
people who called themselves Christians? Those readers needed some compelling reasons to 
choose Christianity. At that time new converts were being thrown out of Jewish temples, tossed 


into jail, and even tortured. Was faith in Christ worth the risk? 

The tug of the old and the fear of the new kept many interested people, especially Jews, 
teetering on the edge of Christianity. And the book of Hebrews seems designed to push such 
point, the author 


people toward a decisive commitment, in one direction or the other. Point 
shows how Christ improved on the Jewish way. Hebrews is a no-holds-barred argument on why 
Christianity is better (a key word in Hebrews) than Judaism. The new faith is worth any risk. 


Drawing on the Old Testament 
For the sake of Jewish readers, the author painstakingly cites Old Testament passages, more 


than 80 times in all. He develops the case for Christ like a lawyer, but with the charged emotions 


befitting the life-and-death issues involved. 
Aihougs Hebrews mainly focuses on the Jewish religion, comparing it to Christianity, the book 


also speaks to our time. Today people ask, “Are religions ali that different? Isn't the most 
important thing to be sincere?” Hebrews insists there are decisive reasons to choose Christ. The 


author urges his readers to leap forward to a new experience with God through Jesus. 


How to Read Hebrews 
Who wrote Hebrews? Did the author have a particular group of readers in mind? Scholars have 
debated these questions for centuries without reaching agreement. The truth is, no one knows for 
certain either the author or the intended audience of Hebrews. 


Nevertheless, the book does give some Information about I (iit 

gospel through contemporayes ‘OF fea (od), ane (helt convertion 
Ye fact leaps out, (elt apteltval state 

author, Five times ty the book OF Hebrews he (nterrapty a arelut Nl 


persecution (lO: Ada) 


warning rt) 2%) Set) (key 1, 


jet “ 


ne OF reaoniing to fee 


Hebrews is actually a conumanteny ‘on the Old Testament, (examen 
i 


shows how fesus brought about a! 


fully appreciate Hebrews, you should have some familiarity 


and Numbers, 


} Jewish 
etter covenant’ ( feplace many Oo 
means the same thing as Testament: a (rn agreement vere God and tity i 
with bap ie J 
h 


As you fread, look at the bottom of each page for footnotes fete 


you can’t figure out what a text in Hebrews means, (ry looking | 
_.To follow the logic in Hebrews, note each use of the word 
Christ to the angels, to Moses, to the priests Aaron and Melehizedek, ani 


PLANS FOR READING HEBREWS 


PLAN ty An Overview of Hebrews tn 4 Days 


Day 1, Read the Introduction to Hebrews, then chapter 2, There you will learn 
about God's decision to send his Son to earth and why It lin 

Jesus come as a tully human being, not as some kind of allen 
Day 2. Hebrews TH lists many Old Testament heroes, wit 
how each one demonstrated faith, Read this famous chapter, eA 
Day 3 Read Hebrews 12, which combines a pep talk wi 


entire book, i) 
PLAN 2: All of Hebrews in 11 Days ‘te 
01020340 560708090 00 nO 20 a” ee 


The Son Superior to Angels 


In the past God spoke to our forefathers 
through the prophets at many times and in 
various ways, 2but in these last days he has spoken 
to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom he made the universe. 
3The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the 
exact representation of his being, sustaining all 
things by his powerful word. After he had pro- 
vided purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4So he became as 
much superior to the angels as the name he has 
inherited is superior to theirs. 
3For to which of the angels did God ever say, 


‘You are my Son; 
today I have become your Father*"b? 
Or again, 


“] will be his Father, 
and he will be my Son’? 


And again, when God brings his firstborn into the 
world, he says, 
“Let all God's angels worship him."4 


7In speaking of the angels he says, 


' A NEE 


6 #0. that 


capsule description of 


a brie( summary of the 


his servants flames of fire.’’* 
8But about the Son he says, 
“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and. 


ever, ie 
and righteousness will be the scepter of your ; 
kingdom, tha 
9You have loved righteousness and hated ie 
wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has set you above 
your companions 
by anointing you with the oil of joy. 


 10He also says, 


“in the beginning, O Lord, you laid the 
foundations of the earth, 

and the heavens are the work of your hands, 

lThey will perish, but you remain; 
they will all wear out like a gai c 

12You will roll them up like a robe; 7 
like a garment they will be changed, 

But you remain the same, << ple 

and your years will never end."8 tal] 


13To which of the angels did God ever say, 
“Sit at my right hand 


until | make your enemies 
a footstool for your feet’’*? tie 


“He makes his angels winds, puree 
45 Or have begotten yo 65 Psalm 2:7 5 2 Samuel 7:14; 1 Chron. 17:13 46 Deut. 32:43 (see Dead Sea Scrolls and : 
eielisear 2 oP Psalm 1044 19 Psalm 45:6,7 #12 Psalm 102:25-27 ‘473 Psalm 110:1 of 
‘ 
% 4 
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Jesus Greater Than Moses 


14Are notall angels ministering spirits sent to serve 
those who will inherit salvation? 
Warning to Pay Attention 

We must pay more careful attention, therefore, 

to what we have heard, so that we do not drift 
away. 2For if the message spoken by angels was 
binding, and every violation and disobedience re- 
ceived its just punishment, 3how shall we escape if 
we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation, 
which was first announced by the Lord, was con- 
firmed to us by those who heard him. 4God also 
testified to it by signs, wonders and various mira- 
cles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed accord- 
ing to his will. 
Jesus Made Like His Brothers 

5It is not to angels that he has subjected the 


world to come, about which we are speaking: 6But 
there is a place where someone has testified: 


“What is man that you are mindful of him, 
the son of man that you care for him? 
7You made him a little? lower than the angels; 
you crowned him with glory and honor 
8 and put everything under his feet.” 
In putting everything under him, God left nothing 
that is not subject to him. Yet at present we do not 
see everything subject to him. 9But we see Jesus, 
who was made a little lower than the angels, now 
crowned with glory and honor because he suffered 
death, so that by the grace of God he might taste 
death for everyone 
10In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting 
that God, for whom and through whom every- 
thing exists, should make the author of their salva- 
tion pérfect through suffering. !!Both the one who 
makes men holy and those who are made holy are 
of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call 
them brothers. !2He says, 


‘I will declare your name to my brothers; 
in the presence of the congregation | will 
sing your praises.“ 


13And again, 
“T will put my trust in him,“4 
And again he says, 


Here am I, and the children God has given 
me.’ 

WWSince the children have flesh and blood, he too 
shared in their humanity so that by his death he 
might destroy him who holds the power of death 

that is, the devil— Sand free those who all their 
lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 
l6For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abra- 
ham’s descendants. !7For this reason he had to be 
made like his brothers in every way, in order that 
he might become a merciful and faithful high 
pnest in service to God, and that he might make 


Therefore,*holy brothers, who share in the — 
heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, — 
the apostle and high priest whom we confess. ae 
was faithful to the one who appointed him, j 
Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 3Jesus rn’ 
been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, 
just as the builder of a house has greater honor 
than the house itself. 4For every house is built by 
someone, but God is the builder of 
5Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house, 
testifying to what would be said in the future. But — 
Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house. And q 
we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and 
the hope of which we boast, — s a 
Warning Against Unbelief = ; 
7So, as the Holy Spirit says: P ‘ 
“Today, if you hear his voice, Ta 
8 do not harden your hearts — 
as you did in the rebellion, r A 
euiis the tnetob teshieasinttha ever ie 
9where your fathers tested and tried me 
and for forty years saw what I did. 
10That is why I was angry with that generation, | 
and I said, yee nays oe J 
astray, pad 
and they have not my ‘ways.’ 
So I declared on oath in my anger, 
‘They shall never enter my rest.’ ’s ‘ 


12See to it, brothers, that none of you has a 
sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away fromthe 
living God. 13But encourage one another daily, as 
long as it is called Today, so that none of you may may 
be hardened by sin’s “We have 
come to share in Christ if | firmly till the end 
the confidence we had at first. 15As has just been 
said: . 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 

do not harden your hearts 
as you did in the rebellion.” 


16Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were ~ 
they not all those Moses led out of Egypt? !7And 
with whom was he angry for forty years? Was it 
not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in 
the desert? 18And to whom did God swear that 
they would never enter his rest if not to those who 


2:17 Like Us in Every Way 

Hebrews goes further than any other New 

Testament book | in explaining Jesus’ human nature. 

Why was it so important that Jesus share our 
humanity? Hebrews stresses three reasons: (1) so 

that, in dying, he could free us from the power of 
death (verses 14-15); (2) so that, by becoming the 

final sacrifice for sin, he could reconcile ustoGod 
(5:8,9); and (3) so that, in experiencing yi 


atonement for! the sins of the people. !8Because he can better help us with our own ‘ 
he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is _ (verse 18). 
able to help those who are being tempted _——— 
Or him for a litthe while, also in verse 9 *§ Psalm 84-6 (12 Psalm 22:22 413 Isaiah 8:17 #13 Isaiah 8:18 
411 Psalm 95:7-11 ALS Psalm 95:7,8 


Or and that he might turn aside God's wrath, taking away 


HEBREWS 3:19 


disobeyed? 19So we see that they were not able fo 
enter, because of their unbelief, 
A Sabbath-Rest for the People of God 
4 Therefore, since the promise of entering his 
rest still stands, let us be careful that none of 
you be found to have fallen short of it. 2For we also 
have had the gospel preached to us, just as they 
did; but the message they heard was of no value to 
them, because those who heard did not combine it 
with faith.’ 3Now we who have believed enter 
that rest, just as God has said, 


“So I declared on oath in my anger, 
‘They shall never enter my rest.’ 


And yet his work has been finished since the crea- 
tion of the world. 4For somewhere he has spoken 
about the seventh day in these words; “And on the 
seventh day God rested from all his work.’ 5And 
again in the passage above he says, “They shall 
never enter my rest.’’ 

‘It still remains that some will enter that rest, 
and those who formerly had the gospel preached 


#18 Or disbelieved 


Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has 


honor than the house itself. 3:3 
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'2 Many manuscripts because they did not share in the faith of those who obeyed a (as Sh ei ell = 
44 Gen, 22 °7 Psalm 95:7,8 = 7 
| INSIGHT | > 


Is Christ Better? “ 
The uniqueness of Jesus 


to them did not go in, 
onee, "Theretore Cod mete 


ing it Today, a time 
through Taevid’ ae ie eae 
“Today, if you hear his voice, 
do not harden ys Me 


di if Joshua ps wiven them rest, God 
ive spoken later about another day. 
mains, then, a Babbothvrest for pb pe te 


LS ‘ 


4:9 A Future Rest a 
br bbath-rest pode byisfoat tne of 4 
“Sabbath-rest” 

peace and happiness, The Israeiiies may have a 
dreamed of a promised land of peace when they 
pie relat pray open 
reams, A final “rest” 

who do not waver in faith, To underscore his 


the author quotes from the same passage 
(Psalm 95:7:11) in three different places P 
(3:7-11,15; 4:3-7), £ 


Ih time, a work of art a a Stet artist gains enormous value because of its creator's reputation. 
fu 


Even a musty noteboo! 
worth a lot of money. 


of scratchings, if found to be by a great artist, would suddenly be 


To dramatize his argument that Christ is superior to any religious system, the author of 
uses an analogy: Which has greater honor, the builder of a house or the house itself? Obviously, 
the builder has more honor; the house is just one expression of his genius. 


In a Category by Himself 


Likewise, Hebrews says, Christ has more honor than anyone élse on earth. As creator of the 
universe, he actually designed and made all people (1:2). That puts him in a different category of 


greatness, far above Moses, Aaron, and other Jewish heroes. 
“Therefore,” Hebrews urges, “fix your thoughts on Jesus” (3:1). He deserves all r 


and 


allegiance. By becoming human, Jesus learned firsthand the temptations and sufferings that people 


undergo, so that he can now represent us sympathetically to G 
prove that Jesus fulfilled all the Old Testament requirements. He was the one priest 


‘od (4;14-15). The author goes on to 
who could 


permanently bring together God and the human race (7:23-27). And, as God, he had the power 
through his death to remove the final barrier of sin between God and humankind (9:11-15). 


Free Access to God 


Over time, the author argues, God chose various ways to reveal himself: creation, the ,. 
and the Old Testament Scriptures. But the final, complete self-expression culminated in his Son. 


Jesus is the one worthy of honor. 


Because of Jesus, we no longer have to approach God through a priest, as the Israelites did. 
Christ's work makes God available to all who have faith in him. And God no longer dwells in an 
elaborately designed temple; we have become his house (3:6), his work of art. 

Life Questions: People sometimes say about Jesus, “I don’t believe he was God, but he was a very fine 
man—like Gandhi or Buddha.” What arguments does the author of Hebrews use to contradict this? 


* 


Jofor anyone who enters God's rest also rests from 
his own work, just a8 God did from his, Let us, 
therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, 60 
that no one will fall by following their example of 
disobedience. 

2Por the word of God is living and active. 
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it pene- 
trates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and 
marrow, it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the 
heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from 
God's sight Everything is uncovered and Jaid bare 
before the eyes of him to whom we must give 
account 


Jesus the Great High Priest 


\4Therefore, since we have a great high priest 
who has gone through the heavens,“ Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we 
profess, 15For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are—yet was without sin. 16Let us then 
approach the throne of grace with confidence, so _ 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 
us in our time of need 

Every high priest is selected from among men 
and is appointed to represent them in matters 
related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 
2He is able to deal gently with those who are igno- 
rant and are going astray, since he himself is sub- 


ject to weakness. This is why he has to offer sacri- yoito Soesie heya ae aWe om where 


fices for his own sins, as well as for th s of th 2 it wh t 
ecu IS ‘su for the sin: ie igh faith ‘and pa . has 
4No one takes this honor upon himself; he must Promised. 


be called by God, just as Aaron was. 5So Christ The Certainty of God's Promise " 
oft 


also did not take upon himself the glory of becom- 


ing a high priest. But God said to him, '3When God made his 


since there was no one ‘him to swear by, 

“You are my Son; y he swore by himself, !4saying, “‘I will surely bless 
today I have become your Father.5’« you and give you many descendants.”# And so 

after waiting patiently, Abraham received what 


6And he says in another place, 


was promised. 
‘You are a priest forever, l6Men swear by someone greater than them- 
in the order of Melchizedek,""4 selves, and the oath confirms what is said and puts 


7During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he of- an end to all argument. "Because God wanted to 


fered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and 
tears to the one who could save him from death, 

and he was heard because of his reverent submis- 6:4 Can a Believer Fall Away? 
sion, *Although he was a son, he learned obedi- _ This passage has caused interpreters great 
ence from what he suffered %and, once made per- _ difficulty. who don’t believe in “eternal 


fect, he became the source of eternal salvation for _ security”’ think the refers to Christians who 

all who obey him and was designated by God to fall away from the faith. Others, such as john 

be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. Calvin, insist that the author of Hebrews must be 
referring to people who never fully became 

Warning Against Falling Away Christians, because other verses seem to teach the 


"We have much to say about this, but it is hard ic 7° R iA eh atti rer Regardless, rae 
237; Romans 8:1; , 
hypothetical situation. 


to explain because you are slow to learn. !2In fact, pa 5 
author is writing about He 

though by this time you ought to be teachers, you is not describing what eo , but only what 

need someone to teach you the elementary truths could happen: if such a away ever did 

of God's word all over again. You need milk, not occur, it would be impossible to rescue such - 


solid food! !’Anyone who lives on milk, being still people again. A somewhat similar argument 
an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching appears at the end of chapter 10. 

about righteousness. \4But solid food is for the 
14 Or gone into heaven 5 Or have begotten you ©5 Psalm2:7 46 Psalm 1104 1 Or from useless rituals 16 Or 


repentance while £14 Gen. 2:17 
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make the unchanging nature of his purpose very 
clear to the heirs of what was promised, he con- 
firmed it with an oath. 18God did this so that, by 
two unchangeable things in which it is impossible 
for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the 
hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. 
18We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm 
and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind 
the curtain, 20where Jesus, who went before us, 
has entered on our behalf, He has become a high 
Priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. 
Melchizedek the Priest 
ah This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest 
of God Most High. He met Abraham returning 
from the defeat of the kings and blessed him, 2and 
Abraham gave hima tenth of everything. First, his 
name means “king of righteousness”; then also, 
“king of Salem" means “‘king of peace.’ 3Without 
father or mother, without genealogy, without be- 
ginning of days or end of life, like the Son of God 
he remains a priest forever. 

#Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch 
Abraham gave him a tenth of the plunder! 5Now 
the law requires the descendants of Levi who 
become priests to collect a tenth from the people— 


that is, their brothers—even though their brothers * 


are descended from Abraham. ‘This man, how- 
ever, did not trace his descent from Levi, yet he 
collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed him 
who had the promises. 7And without doubt the 
lesser person is blessed by the greater. 8In the one 
case, the tenth is collected by men who die; but in 
the other case, by him who is declared to be living. 
%One might even say that Levi, who collects the 
tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham, !because 
when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was still in 
the body of his ancestor. 


Jesus Like Melchizedek 


1If perfection could have been attained through 
the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it the 
law was given to the people), why was there still 
need for another priest to come—one in the order 
of Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron? 12For 
ere is a change of the priesthood, there 
Iso be a change of the law. 13He of whom 
these things are said belonged to a different tribe, 
and no one from that tribe has ever served at the 


7:1 Who Is Melchizedek? 

This mysterious person appears in only two places 
in the Old Testament: Genesis 14 and Psalm 110. 
Although a Gentile, Melchizedek worshiped the 
true God. In addition to being a priest, he was also 
a king. (The Jews would never have permitted such 
dual office-holding.) Hebrews demonstrates that 
the priesthood of Melchizedek was superior to that 
of Aaron; but both of them were exceeded by the 
great high priest, Jesus himself. Because he is both 
priest and king, Jesus is “in the order of” 
Melchizedek (See the note at Psalm 110 for more 
details.) 


5 Exodus 25.40 


25 Or forever 


Melchi 
basis of a regulation as to. 
basis of the power of an ind b 
isdeclared; 


aed 
Y d srt i. 
“You are a priest foreve i pss © 
: inthe order of Molehizedek"« Tae 
¥ * 


\8The former regulation is set aside 
was Weak and useless 19(for the law made nothing 
perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which 
we draw near to God. ~ 

And it was not without an 
became priests without any oath, 2!but he b 
a priest with an oath when God said to him: 

: t 


“The Lord has sworn | 
and will not change his mind; 
“You are a priest forever.’ a 


2Because of this oath, Jesus has become the 
antee of a better covenant. ‘ 
23Now there have been many of those 
since death prevented them from continuing i 
office; 24but because Jesus lives forever, he has a _ 
permanent priesthood, Therefore he is able to 
save completely’ those who come to God through 
him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 
26Such a high priest need—one whois 
holy, blameless, pure, set me catines, ex- 
alted above the heavens. 27Unlike the other 
priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices 
after day, first for his own sins, and then for the 
sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins é 
for all when he offered himself. 28For the law aj 
points as high priests men who are weak; but the 
oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, 
who has been made perfect forever. 
te 


The High Priest of a New Covenant "Pivy, 


The point of what we are saying is this: We do. 

have such a high priest, who sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 
2and who serves in the sanctuary, the true taber- 
nacle set up by the Lord, not by man. 

3Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts 

and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for this one 
also to have something to offer. 4lf he were on 
earth, he would not be a priest, for there are al- 
ready men who offer the gifts prescribed by the 
law. 5They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and 
shadow of what is in heaven, This is why Moses 
was warned when he was about to build the taber- 
nacle: “See to it that you make everything accord- 
ing to the pattern shown you on the mountain.’¢ 
But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior 
to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is 


superior to the old one, and it is founded on better 
promises. ; 
7For if there had been nothing wrong 
first covenant, no place would have been 
- 
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for another, 8But God found fault with the people and I turned away from them, fe s 
and saida: declares the Lord. 
we L’This is the covenant | will make with the hotse 
“The time is coming, declares the Lord, of Israel - 
when | will make a new covenant after that time, declares the Lord. 
with the house of Israel I will put my laws in their minds Ra 
and with the house of Judah. and write them on their hearts. . 
At will not be like the covenant I will be their God, 
I made with their forefathers and they will be my people. 
when | took them by the hand MNo longer will a man teach his neighbor, 
to lead them out of Egypt, or a man his brother, saying, “Know the 
because they did not remain faithful to my Loney - = 
covenant, because they will all know me, 


«8 Some manuscripts may be translated fault and said te the people 


New Light on the Old Testament _ 
The advantages of living now a — 


For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for 


another, 8:7 
T° understand the difference between an original and a copy, consider trying to photograph the 
largest animal, a whale. Roy Chapman Andrews describes it: 
Once in Alaska we raised a humpback’s spout and ran up close before the animal submerged. 
Ten minutes later, without warning, the floor of the ocean seemed to rise and a mountainous 
black body, dripping with foam, heaved upward, almost over our heads. It paused an instant, then 


fell sidewise to be swallowed up by a vortex of green water. With the camera ready in 
| stared at the thing. The whale had dropped back scarcely twenty feet away; if it had 


other way, the vessel would have been crushed beneath its forty tons.” 

How can you adequately communicate the impact of something that immense? Photographers 
have recorded humpback whales bursting from the wae or Hh { on their heads 
and waving their mighty flukes high in the air). But no photograph can capture the sheer bi ‘ 
. N Bale gains a ton of weight a month. An adult Dheswhale’e beast 


of such: an”animal. A baby blue wi 
weighs 1,000 pounds. How can any two-dimensional photograph convey such enormous size? 


Comparing the Copy to the Original 
Even the best photograply is just a copy, a representation of its subject's reality. No 8x10 
rectangle can contain a whale. The i del preserves a mere two-dimensional copy of reality. 
e the images and rituals of the Old Testament: Passover 


Hebrews uses that word copy to descril 
feasts, sacrifices, and other priestly duties. They were mere shadows, jing the reality to 
the 


come in Jesus Christ. No ceremony alone, however elaborate, can adequately express 
experience of God himself, any more than a photograph of a whale or a mountain can adequately 
represent a whale or a mountain. 
According to Hebrews, the Old Testament rituals were a copy, but Christ is the original. The 
author pulls up time-hallowed images from the Jewish tradition—sacrifices, laws, blood, the 
of Atonement—and explains how Christ revealed once and for all 


tabernacle, the priest, the Da’ 
the meaning these images only hinted at. The incomplete, shadowy copy contrasts with the 
“ 


perfect, genuine reality. 


Which Is Better? 
As always, Hebrews stresses the advantages of living now, rather than in the Old Testament 


(“the first covenant’), Because of Christ, sacrifices are no longer necessary (10:11-12), and God's 
laws are now written in our minds and on our hearts, not in a formal code (8:10). “tt is finished,” 
Christ cried out from the cross; the author of Hebrews describes how. 

Copies have some value. A photograph of a whale, for example, con’ much to those who 
will never encounter one. But, as the author of Hebrews asks, who would prefer a copy to the 


real thing? 
Life Questions: What practical help does Hebrews give on how to read the Old Testament? Of what 


value are the Old Testament laws and religious rituals? 
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from the least of them to the greatest. F | 
For | will forgive their wickedness 
and will remember their sing no more.“ 


‘By calling this covenant “new,” he has made 
the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and 
aging will soon disappear 


Worship in the Earthly Tabernacle 


Now the first covenant had regulations for 
worship and also an earthly sanctuary, 2A tabe 
ernacle was set up, In its first room were the lamp 
stand, the table and the consecrated bread; this 
was called the Holy Place. Behind the second cur- 
tain was a room called the Most Holy Place, ‘which 
had the golden altar of incense and the gold- 
covered ark of the covenant, This ark contained 
the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had bud- 
ded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. 5Above 
the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshad- 
owing the atonement cover.’ But we cannot dis- 
cuss these things in detail now. 
6When everything had been arranged like this, 
the priests entered regularly into the outer room to 
carry on their ministry. 7But only the high priest 
entered the inner room, and that only once a year, 
and never without blood, which he offered for 
himself and for the sins the people had committed 
in ignorance. 8The Holy Spirit was showing by this 
that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet 
been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was 
still standing. °This is an illustration for the 
present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices 
being offered were not able to clear the conscience 
of the worshiper. !0They are only a matter of food 
and drink and various ceremonial washings—ex- 
ternal regulations applying until the time of the 
new order. 


The Blood of Christ 

11When Christ came as high priest of the good 
things that are already here,“ he went through the 
greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not 
man-made, that is to say, not a part of this crea- 
tion. 12He did not enter by means of the blood of 
goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy 
Place once for all by his own blood, having ob- 
tained eternal redemption. !3The blood of goats 


ly 
fices, but the 


231t was necessary, then, 
heaven! 


things to be 


many 
creation of the world. But now 
once for all at the end of the 
sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
destined to die once, and after 


to those who are waiting for him... 
Christ's Sacrifice Once for All 


The law is only a shadow of the 
1 that are coming—not the ‘ies 


could, would they not 
fered? For the worshipers 

cleansed once for all, and would no longer 
felt guilty for their sins. ‘But those sacrifices are an 
annual reminder of sins, *because it is impossible 
for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 

5Therefore, when Christ came into the world, 

said: -_ 


i 


and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on ‘ 
those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them 
so that they are outwardly clean. 4How much 926A Once-for-all Sacrifice 
more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through with 
the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to Piet readers ob elena Sates ee 
God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to 4 ES chapter 
death, so that we may serve the living God! Step by step, the auth orga eae 
‘For this reason Christ is the mediator of anew covenant improves upon the old Instead of 
covenant, that those who are called may receive he made only one, , thus 
the promised eternal inheritance—now thathe has gaining free and complete forgiveness for us. The 
died as a ransom to set them free from the sins chapter uses an analogy tasaaglehn wey Eaten % 
committed under the first covenant death was necessary (verse 17). It 
In the case of a will,¢ it is necessary to prove png ny yd 
the death of the one who made it, "because a will occurs; Christ’s death the " 
is in force only when somebody has died; it never for us. 
takes effect while the one who made it is living, ——_ 
ler 4 Traditionally the mercy seat 11 Some early manuscripts are fo come 414 Or from selon rita 
6 Same Greek ward a» covenant; also in verse 17 120 Exodus 24:8 - < 
‘ , $ 
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Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 
but a body you prepared for me; 
owith burnt offerings and sin offerings 
you were not pleased, 
"Then | said, ‘Here | amit is written about me 
in the scroll— 
Lhave come to do your will, O God." "" 


afirst he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt of- 
ferings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor 
were you pleased with them” (although the law 
required them to be made). “Then he said, “Here! 
am, [have come to do your will.” He sets aside the 
first to establish the second, !And by that will, we 
have been made holy through the sacrifice of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all, 
lDay after day every priest stands and performs 
his religious duties; again and again he offers the 
same sacrifices, Which can never take away sins. 
12But when this priest had offered for all time one 
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
God. !3Since that time he waits for his enemies to 
be made his footstool, because by one sacrifice he 
has made perfect forever those who are being 
made holy 
isThe Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. 
First he says. 


16This is the covenant I will make with them 
after that time, says the Lord. 

I will put my laws in their hearts, 
and I will write them on their minds.” 


I7Then he adds: 


‘Their sins and lawless acts 
1 will remember no more.”’¢ 


i3And where these have been forgiven, there is no 
longer any sacrifice for sin 


A Call to Persevere 


\9Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence 
to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 
20by a new and living way opened for us through 
the curtain, that is, his body, 2!and since we havea 
great priest over the house of God, “let us draw 
near to God witha sincere heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us 
from a guilty conscience and having our bodies 
washed with pure water. 3Let us hold unswerv- 

ingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised 
is faithful. 24And let us consider how we may spur 
one another on toward love and good deeds. Let 
us not give up meeting together, as some are in the 


——— ——_—_————— TT 


10:12 Why Christ Sat Down 
Hebrews makes special mention that Christ “sat 
down” after finishing his priestly duties. Jewish 
priests never sat down; the tabernacle and the 
temple did not have seats. They did their work 
standing up as a symbol that it was never finished. 


Having finished the work of a priest once for all, 
Christ “sat down.” 


#7 Psalm 40:6-8 (see Septuagint) *16 Jer. 31:33 


38 One early manuscript But the nghteous 438 Hab. 234 


17 Jer. 31:34 


HEBREWS 11:7 


habit of doing, but let us encourage one another 

and all the more as you #ee the Day 
2w1f we deliberately keep on sinning after we 
have received the know of the NO acti 
fice for sins is left, 27but only a fearful expectation 
of judgment and of raging fire that will consume 
the enemies of God. 28Anyone who rejected the 
testimony 
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of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has 
insulted the Spirit of grace? “For we know him 
who said, “Itis mine to avenge; I will rey y,/"4 and 
again, “The Lord will judge his people,’”¢ Silt is a 
qrecey need the hands of the living 


Remember those earlier days after you had 
received the light, when you stood your ground in 
a great contest in the face of suffering. 8Some- 
times you were publicly exposed to insult and per- 
secution; at other times you stood side by side with 
those who were so treated. “You sympathized 
with those in prison and hia accepted the Ree 
fiscation of your property, because you knew 
you von selves Red etter and lasting possessions. 

35S0 do not throw away your confidence; it will 
be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so 
that when you have done the will of God, you will 
receive what he has promised. 37For in just a very 
little while, ad 


“He who is coming will come and will not 
delay. att 
38 But my righteous onef live by faith. 
And if he shrinks back, 
I will not be pleased with him.” ~~ 


29But we are not of those who shrink back and are 
destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved. 


By Faith ‘ 


1 1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for 

and certain of what we do not see. 2This is 
what the ancients were commended for. 

3By faith we understand that the universe was 
formed at God’s command, so that what is seen 
was not made out of what was visible. 

4By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than 
Cain did. By faith he was commended as a right- 
eous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. 
And by faith he still speaks, even though he is 
dead. 

5By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that 
he did not experience death; he could not be 
found, because God had taken him away. For be-. 
fore he was taken, he was commended as one who 
pleased God. ¢And without faith it is impossible to 
please God, because anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek him. : 

7By faith Noah, when warned about things not 
yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. 


430 Deut. 32:35 30 Deut. 32:36; Psalm 135:14 
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By hes Gaath ne condemned the world and became 
ew of the nghteousness that comes by faith. 

"Sy tach Abeaham. when called to go to a place 
he wroutid later receive as his inheritance, 
and wert, even though he did not know where he 
was gong “Sy faith he made his home mm the 
promused land like 2 stranger in 2 foreign country; 
he wed im tents. as did Isaac and Jacob, who were” 
heurs wath hom of the same promise. For he was 
loolang forward to the aty with foundations, 
whose zechstect and builder 1s God 

"By f2ath Abraham, even though he was past 

age—and Sarah herself was barren—was enabled 


thes ome man. and he as good as dead, came de- 
scendants 2s mumerous as the stars in the sky and 
as tess 2s the sand on the seashore. 

these people were still living by faith when 
they They did not receive the things prom- 
ised, they only saw them and welcomed them 
from 2 destance. And they admitted that they were 
ahers and strangers on earth. 4People who say 


What Is True Faith? — 
Not even giants of faith get exactly wey, a 
These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them mo wh lees ae 


11:39 
xat is faith? And how can you be sure you've Lone 


almost magical force: if bacco muster up . 
contented life, they say. Yet does one “muster up’ ? 
The author of Hebrews launches into a detailed description of igen 
to several dozen biographical models. (Some have dubbed Hebrews 11 the “Faith Hall z 
“Without faith,” Hebrews says bluntly, “it is impossible to please God” (11:6). 4 bs 
Not What You'd Expect P 
The a 


But the picture of faith emerging from these chapters contains some surprises. 
words and phrases like “ Tovrea “endure,” “don’t lose heart.” In many instances, 
cited did not receive the promise they hoped for; some ended up flogged and destitute, mane 
out in goatskins (11:36-38). Many di rrible deaths. 

Fath. concludes the author, most resembles a difficult race. The runner has his eyes on the 
winner's prize, and despite nagging temptations to slacken the , he refuses to let up until he 


crosses the finish line. “Throw off everything that hinders,” coaches (12:1). “Strengthen 
your feeble arms and weak knees” (12:12). 
- 
Is It Worth the Struggle? a 
two 


Why do people punish their bodies to run a grueling marathon race? Most runners 
reasons. the sense of personal reward they get and the physical benefits of the exercise. same 
two rewards apply in the spiritual realm: great prizes await those who persevere, and the very ~~ 
process of lrving by faith builds strong character. In this race, no one loses. If you finish, i you 


the reward 

ere as elsewhere, Hebrews holds up Jesus, who endured great at a —— 
(12:2-3), as the ultimate example. The faith described in Heber ta lores San tee 
not guarantee a lite of luxury and ease. It is tough faith: a constant to hang on and 1 
believe God against all odds, no matter what. 


Life Questions. Hebrews 11 mentions some people who prospered and some who suffered, 
faith. Talong into account what this passage says, try to come up with your own definition 


»By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three 
months after he was born, because they saw he 
vee no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of 
the king’s edict. 

MBy faith Moses, when he had grown up, 
refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter. He chose to be mistreated along with 
the people of God rather than to enjoy the plea~ 
sures of sin for a short time. 26He regarded dis- 
grace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than 
the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking 
ahead to his reward. 27By faith he left Egypt, not 
fearing the king's anger he persevered because he 

saw him who is invisible. 28By faith he kept the 
Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the 
destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the first- 
born of Israel. 
2By faith the people passed through the Red 
Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried 
to do so, they were drowned. 
WBy faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the 
people had marched around them for seven days. 
iBy faith the prostitute Rahab, because she wel- 
comed the spies, was not killed with those who 
were disobedient.” 
2And what more shall I say? I do not have time 
to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
David, Samuel and the prophets, 3who through 
faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, 
and gained what was promised; who shut the 
mouths of lions, 4quenched the fury of the flames, 
and escaped, the edge of the sword; whose weak- 
ness was turned to strength; and who became 
powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 
35Women received back their dead, raised to life 
igain. Others were tortured and refused to be 
released, so that they might gain a better resurrec- 
tion, 3%Some faced jeers and flogging, while still 
others were chained and put in prison. 37They 
were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were 
put to death by the sword, They went about in 
sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted 
and mistreated— 38the world was not worthy of 
them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, 
and in caves and holes in the ground 
“These were all commended for their faith, yet 
none of them received what had been promised. 
‘0God had planned something better for us so that 
only together with us would they be made perfect, 


God Disciplines His Sons 


1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such 

a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles, and let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us. 2Let us fix our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who 
for the joy set before him endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God, Consider him who endured 
such opposition from sinful men, so that you will 
not grow weary and lose heart 

4In your struggle against sin, you have not yet 
resisted to the point of shedding your blood, 5And 


429 That is, Sea of Reeds ST Or unbelieving 


#13 Prov. 4:26 (20 Bxodus 19/12,19 421 Deut 919 
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J? Some early manuscripts stoned, they were pul to the test, 
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you have. forgotten that word of encouragement 
that addresses you as sons: + Ma 
“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s ~~ 
discipline, 
and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 
ébecause the Lord disciplines those he loves, 
and he punishes everyone he accepts as a 
son.""4 


7Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating 
you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his 
father? #If you are not disciplined (and everyone 
undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate 
children and not true sons. 9Moreover, we have all 
had human fathers who disciplined us and we 
respected them for it. How much more should we 
submit to the Father of our spirits and live! Our 
fathers disciplined us for a little while as they 
thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, 
that we may share in his holiness. UNo discipline 
seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, 
however, it produces a harvest of righteousness 
and peace for those who have been trained by it. 

Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and 
weak knees. 13Make level paths for your feet,”"* 
so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather 
healed. 
Warning Against Refusing God 

14Make every effort to live in peace with all men 
and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the 
Lord. 15See to it that no one misses the grace of 
God and that no bitter root grows up to cause 
trouble and defile many. !®See that no one is sexu- 
ally immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a 
single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest 
son. !7Afterward, as you know, when he wanted 
to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. He could 
bring about no change of mind, though he sought 
the blessing with tears. 

18You have not come to a mountain that can be 
touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, 
gloom and storm; !%to a trumpet blast or to such a 
voice speaking words that those who heard it 
begged that no further word be spoken to them, 
because they could not bear what was com- 
manded: “If even an animal touches the moun 
tain, it must be stoned.”’f 21 The sight was so terri- 
fying that Moses said, “I am trembling with 
fear,"'s 

2But you have come to Mount Zion, to the 


12:18 A Vivid Contrast 

The author of Hebrews has been arguing that 
Christ’s new covenant is far better the old one 
between God and the Jews. This one section 
(12:18-28) uses powerful images to summarize the 
great difference between encountering God in the 
way Moses did in the Old Testament and 
encountering him through Jesus, It also predicts 
that even greater things are in store: a new 
kingdom and new creation, 


#6 Prov S11 12 
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heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You 
have come to thousands upon thousands of angels 
in joyful assembly, >to the church of the firstborn, 
whose names are written in heaven. You have 
come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of 
righteous men made perfect, Sto Jesus the media- 
tor of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood 
that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 
2See to it that you do not refuse him who 
speaks, It they did not escape when they refused 
him who warned them on earth, how much less 
will we, if we turn away from him who warns us 
from heaven? 2°At that time his voice shook the 
earth, but now he has promised, “Once more | will 
shake not only the earth but also the heavens.""# 
The words “once more" indicate the removing of 
what can be shaken—that is, created things—so 
that what cannot be shaken may remain. 

28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom 
that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so 
worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 
>for our “God is a consuming fire.’> 


Concluding Exhortations 


1 Keep on loving each other as brothers. 2Do 

not forget to entertain strangers, for by so 
doing some people have entertained angels with- 
out Knowing it. 3Remember those in prison as if 
you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are 
mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. 

+Marriage should be honored by all, and the 
marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the 
adulterer and all the sexually immoral. SKeep your 
lives free from the love of money and be content 
with what you have, because God has said, 


Never will I leave you; 
never will I forsake you.” 


*So we say with confidence, 


The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid. 
What can man do to me?’4 


"Remember your leaders, who spoke the word 
of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way 
of life and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and today and forever. 

*Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange 
teachings. It is good for our hearts to be strength- 
ened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are 
of no value to those who eat them. !0We have an 
altar from which those who minister at the taber- 
nacle have no right to eat 


6 Haggai 26 *29 Deut 424 5 Deut 316 
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disgrace he bore. For here we do 
enerny city, bubiredioking uae is 

Se Jesus, therdiore, let us genial 
offer-to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruil 
that confess his name. !6And do not 
good and to share with others, for with 
fices God is pleased. ey 

WwObey poriaae and submit \ 
ity. They p watch over you as 
give an account. Che Ceeniso tapings loca 
be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no 
advantage to you. 

\8Pray for us. We are sure that we have py clear 
conscience and desire to live lia 
way. }9I particularly urge you to pray so 
be restored to you soon. 

20May the God of peace, who through the 
of the eternal covenant brought back from 
dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 
sheep, 2!equip you with everything good fordaing 
his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to 
him, through Jesus Chiat to whom be glory for 
ever and ever. 


2Brothers, I urge you to cathe word of 
exhortation, for I have written you only a short 
letter. 

3] want you to know that our brother Timothy 
has been released. If he arrives soon, I will come 
with him to see you. 

24Greet all your leaders and all God's people. 
Those from Italy send you their greetings, 

25Grace be with you all. ay 


13:15 Sacrifice of Praise 
In form, Hebrews i theological than 

practical Bul inthe lant chapter the autor ada 
pelle sey suggestions. Even 


lal 


Words Are Not Enough 
You can believe all the right things, yet still be dead wrong 


Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what @ says. 1:22 
Wr there is life, there is motion. Some antelopes, as well as the cheetah, can sprint faster 
than speeding cars. Bighorn sheep, charging one another head-first, collide with such force 
that the sound echoes like a gunshot through mountain ranges. Migrating birds battle winds for 
1,000 miles, nonstop, before dropping back to earth. | 
Sometimes we keep relics of life: a fragile, perfect seashell, an exotic butterfly mounted on 2 
pin. But these are mere mementos; life has gone from them, and with i motion. 


A Sure Sign of Life 
Authors of the Bible often look to nature for analogies to express spiritual truth. And the book 
understood 


of James, controversial because of its emphasis on “good works,” is een od best 
's lite there will be motion. 


through the anaes 
When a person becomes a Christian, new life begins, and inevitably 
through “‘spiritual motion,” or good deeds. In James's words, “What 


have faith but has no deeds?” (2:14). 
Movement does not cause life, but it does invariably follow life. it's a sure s 
present. Similarly, genuine faith in Christ should always result in actions that demonstrate the 


faith 


Does James Contradict Paul? 
James is not writing about how to become a Christian, but rather how to act ike one. Having aif 


the correct beliefs about God will hardly suffice: even demons believe in God. Real, lte-giving 
jaith should produce motion, and James minces no words in describing the specific spiritual 


actions expected of Christians 
Christian thinkers, notably Martin Luther, have ey to reconcile the ‘of James with 
ism. But Paul never deli lve, 


that of Paul, who so firmly warned against slavish legal 
When he wrote to those living in sin, such as in his to the Corinthians, he railed against 
immorality as strongly as James. 

Evidently, James's readers were not even flirting with legalism. They lived at the other extreme, 
ignoring those laws God had clearly revealed, James had a simple remedy: “Do not merely listen 
to the word. Do what it says” (1:22) 


Straight to the Point 
Unlike the apostle Paul, James was no urbane man of letters. He was a simpte, homespun 
preacher, perturbed at people who were not living right. His letter covers a wide range of topics, 
applying the Christian faith to specific problems and commanding readers to live out their betiets. 
Be humble’ lames orders, Submit to God! Stop sinning! James is as forthright as;an Old 


Testament prophet; it's hard to miss his point. 

Modern readers of James face the same dilemma as the first recipients of this unsettling letter, 
His words are casy enough to understand, but are we doing what he says? What kind of motion 
characterizes our spiritual lives? As Luther himself said, “You are saved by faith alone, but if faith 
is alone it is not faith 


repeatedly 


As leader of the headquarters church in Jerusalem, James knew how to 
You don't have to look for hidden meanings in this book. James tells you 
act. in S4 direct commands, Note that many of these have parallels to Jesus’ 
Mount. As you read, keep in mind the diverse audience he was addressing, 
rich and the poor. Note his “asides” to specific groups. 


PLANS FOR READING JAMES 


PLAN 1: An Overview of James in 1 Day 


© Day 1, Read the Introduction to James, then chapter aso ‘on how the Christian 
should respond to tough times, or “trials.” 


PLAN 2: All of James in 4 ay 
) 
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S, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 


© the twelve tribes scattered among the na- 


Trials and Temptations 


joy. my brothers, whenever 
any kinds, 3because you know 


cks wisdom, he should ask 
usly to all without finding 
be given to him. *But when he 
believe and not doubt, because he 
like a wave of the sea, blown and 
wind. 7That man should not think he 
rthing from the Lord; She is a dou- 
unstable in all he does. 

humble circumstances ought to 
¢h position. But the one who 
ide in his low position, be- 
like a wild flower. "For 
‘orching heat and withers the 
and its beauty is destroyed. 
rich man will fade away even 
his business. 

who perseveres under trial, 
‘ood the test, he will receive 
t God has promised to those 


i, no one should say, “God is 
God cannot be tempted by evil, 
pt anyone; !4but each one is tempt- 


How to Read James 


Few New Testament writers achieve the clarity or the “punch” of James, Hi e 
expanding subpoints or worrying about literary structure. As a result, of lames 
2 collection of pithy proverbs, (It's sometimes called the “Proverbs of the New Testament,””) In 
your study, it may help to group the material by subject; James tends to return to 


le doesn't spe 


Tis a wa tye ee 


ans 


ed when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged 
away and enticed. '5Then, after desire has con- 
ceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when i is full: 
grown, gives birth to death. 

IsDon’t be deceived, my dear brothers: Every 
good and perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does 
not change like shifting shadows. 18He chose to 
give us birth through the word of truth, that we 
might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created. 
Listening and Doing ian 

19My dear brothers, take note of this: Bveners) 
should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to. 
become angry, for man’s anger does not bring 
about the righteous life that God desires. 21There- 
fore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so 
prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in 
you, which can save you, 

2Do not merely listen to the word, and so de- 
ceive yourselves. Do what it says. 3Anyone who 
listens to the word but does not do what it says is 
like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24and, 
after looking at himself, goes away and immedi- 
ately forgets what he looks like. But the man who 
looks intently into the perfect law that gives free- 
dom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what 
he has heard, but doing it—he Will be blessed in 
what he does. 

26lf anyone considers himself religious and yet 
does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he de- 
ceives himself and his religion is worthless. 27Reli- 
gion that God our Father accepts as pure and fault- 
less is this: to look after orphans and widows in 
Cee cd epee Sonera 
luted by the world. 


bee 
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Favoritism Forbidden 


2 My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ, don’t show favoritism. *Suppose 
a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold 
ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby 
clothes also comes in. 3If you show special atten- 
tion to the man wearing fine clothes and say, 
Here's a good seat for you,” but say to the poor 
You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my 
4have you not discriminated among your- 
s and become judges with evil thoughts? 
SListen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen 
those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be 
rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he prom- 
ised those who love him? ¢But you have insulted 
the poor, Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? 
Are they not the ones who are dragging you into 
court? 7Are they not the ones who are slandering 
the noble name of him to whom you belong? 
8If you really keep the royal law found in Serip- 
ture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,"" you are 
doing right. °But if you show favoritism, you sin 
and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. !0For 
whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at 
just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. For he 
who said, “Do not commit adultery,’ also said, 
Do not murder.’ If you do not commit adultery 
but do commit murder, you have become a law- 
breaker 
\2Speak and act as those who are going to be 
judged by the law that gives freedom, because 
judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone 
who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over 
judgment! 


Faith and Deeds 


14What good is it, my brothers, ifa man claims to 
have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save 
him? 15Suppose a brother or sister is without 
clothes and daily food. 16If one of you says to him, 
“Go, | wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” 
but does nothing about his physical needs, what 
good is it? !7In the same way, faith by itself, if it is 
not accompanied by action, is dead, 

18But someone will say, “You have faith; I have 
deeds,’ 

Show me your faith without deeds, and | will 
show you my faith by what I do, 19You believe that 
there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe 
that—and shudder 

20You foolish man, do you want evidence that 
faith without deeds is useless? 2!Was not our 
ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what 
he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 


——_ 


2:1 Play No Favorites 

James 1 tells Christians to act out their faith. James 
2 gives a very pointed example of church members 
deferring to the wealthy and powerful. This direct 
application, hitting close to home, characterizes 
James. He leaves no room for ambiguity. 


1] Exodus 20)14; Deut. 5:18 


8 Lev. 1918 
Greek bitter (see also verse 14) 
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1) Exodus 20:13; Deut. 5:17 


Se 

o JAMES 3:14 
22You see that his faith and his actions were work- 
ing together, and his faith was made complete by 
what he did. 23And the scripture was fulfilled that 
says, “Abraham believed God, andit was credited 
to him as righteousness,”* and he was called 
God's friend, 24You see thata Vis justified by 
what he does and not by faith alone. — ‘ 

25[n the same way, was not even Rahab the pros- 

titute considered righteous for what she did when. 
she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in 
a different direction? 26As the body without the 
spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 
Taming the Tongue me 

Not many of you should presume to be teach- 

ers, my brothers, because you know that we 
who teach will be judged more strictly. 

If anyone is never at fault 
in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep 
his whole body in check. t 

3When we put bits into the mouths of horses to.» 
make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. 
4Or take ships as an example. Although they are so 
large and are driven by strong winds, they are 
steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot 
wants to go. 5Likewise the tongue is a small part of 
the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what 
a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6The 
tongue also-is a fire, evil the» 
the body, It 
urse of 
set on fire by hell. 

7All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and crea~ 
tures of the sea are being tamed and have been 
tamed by man, §but no man can tame the tongue. 
It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. i 

9With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse men, who have been made in 
God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth come 
praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not 
be. Can both fresh water and salt/ water flow 
from the same spring? !2My brothers, cana fig tree 
bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither cana 
salt spring produce fresh water. 
Two Kinds of Wisdom 

13Who is wise and understanding among you? 
Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in 
the humility that comes from wisdom. M4But if you 
harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 


a 
3:3 Colorful Language 


Vivid, homey pictures from nature give a visual 
character to ahd Wane ek as : 

thought were a photograph. He refers to sea 
wilted flowers, a forest fire, a horse's bit, the — 
morning mist, a hungry moth, the farmer's spring 
rains, a giant ship, and a saltwater spring. Paul, a 
more educated writer, all to culture 
athletics and human relationships. But James felt 
most comfortable borrowing simple images from 
nature. 


nl 


420 Some early manuscripts dead 
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hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 
18Such “wisdom” does not come down from 
heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 
leFor where you have envy and selfish ambition, 
there you find disorder and every evil practice. 

‘But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first 
of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, sub- 
missive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and 


sincere. !8Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a 
harvest of righteousness. 


Submit Yourselves to God 


4 What causes fights and quarrels among you? 
Don’t they come from your desires that battle 
within you? 2You want something but don’t get it, 
You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you 
want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, 
because you do not ask God. 3When you ask, you 
do not receive, because you ask with wrong mo- 
tives, that you may spend what you get on your 
pleasures. 

*You adulterous people, don’t you know that 
friendship with the world is hatred toward God? 
Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world 
becomes an enemy of God. 5Or do you think Scrip- 
ture says without reason that the spirit he caused 
to live in us envies intensely? 6But he gives us 
more grace. That is why Scripture says: 


‘God opposes the proud. 
but gives grace to the humble.’ * 


Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you. 8Come near to 
God and he will come near to you. Wash your 
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded. %Grieve, mourn and wail. Change 
your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 
}0Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will 
lift you up. 

11Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone 
who speaks against his brother or judges him 
speaks against the law and judges it. When you 
judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in 
judgment on it. !2There is only one Lawgiver and 
Judge, the one whois able to save and destroy. But 
you—who are you to judge your neighbor? 


Boasting About Tomorrow 


Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow 
we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, 
carry on business and make money.” Why, you 
do not even know what will happen tomorrow. 


4:1 The Need for Self-Control 


If you had to distill the message of James into one 
word, it might be se/f-control. Chapters 4 and 5, 
which contain some of James’s most striking 
imagery, show how simple greed and desire can 
corrode the church and destroy unity. And, indeed, 
many of the Jewish Christians he was writing to 
soon experienced an abrupt turn of fortune. They 
lost their wealth and suffered severe persecution. 
———— 


1 yourselves as in a day of feasting 
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vid jealously longs for the spirit that he made to live in us; of that the Spirit he 


and do this or that.” !6As it is, you boast 
All such boasting is evil. 
knows the good he ought to do and 
sins. 


Warning to Rich Oppressors } 
Now listen, you rich people, weep C 

5 ur vel hee 1ehiee, EEE ee 

?Your wealth has rotted, and moths have - 

your clothes. 3Your gold and silver are corroded, , 

Their corrosion will testify against you and eat 

your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in 

failed to 


reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. mT S 


lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. 

have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.< 
6You have condemned and murdered innocen' 
men, who were not opposing you. iy 


Patience in Suffering 

7Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s 
coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to 
yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the 
autumn and spring rains. 8You too, be patient and 
stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 
%Don’t grumble against each other, brothers, or 
you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the 
door! ais 

10Brothers, as an example of patience in the face 
of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the ~ 
name of the Lord. As you know, we consider 
blessed those who have persevered. You have 
heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what 
the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of 
compassion and mercy. 

lAbove all, my brothers, do not swear—not by 
heaven or by earth or by anything else. Let your 
“Yes” be yes, and your “No,” no, or you will be 
condemned. H 


The Prayer of Faith 


‘SIs any one of you in trouble? He should pray, 
Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. !4Is 
any one of you sick? He should call the elders of 
the church to pray over him and anoint him with 
oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer of- 
fered in faith will make the sick person well; the 
Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be 


oy 


’ 


i 
i 
i 
I 
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forgiven. !6Therefore confess your sins to each 
other and pray for each other so that you may be 
healed, The prayer of a righteous man is powerful 
and effective 

Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed ear- 
nestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on 
the land for three and a half years. \8Again he 


Conflicts of Rich and Poor 


eT Big\, 


JAMES 5:20 


prayed, and the heavens gave rain, earth 
produced its crops. :y ce 


My brathers, if one of you should wander, 


from the truth and someone should brin; 
back, remember this: Whoever turns a pe 
from the error of his way will save him from death 
and cover over a multitude of sins. 


A different kind of class struggle 


God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. 4:6 


oO" society tends to divide the rich and the poor. The two groups have little daily contact, and 
you would have a very hard time communicating a single message to both the very rich and 


the very poor. 


Yet it seems James's original readers included both those groups. In one paragraph 

addresses the haughty, Peivileg d people of wealth, and in th Met rite 
is. (Note the shift between 5:1 and 5:7.) 

The two groups had different problems, The wealthy were selfish, Th 


people undergoing severe trial 


James 
e next paragraph he turns to poor . 


snobbishness to the poor. For their part, the poor responded with envy and grumbling. They 


blarned God for their poverty. 
Who Is Double-minded? 


James gave advice on the specific problems of each group, but he’ also im; 
in common. For both rich and peor the most important stru; 
us experience the inner conflict of being pulled by power 


live in—but rather inside. All o 


rful, 


contrary forces. Will we move toward Christ and the life he taught, or in the opposite direction? 


Will we trust God or reject him? 


James coined a new word to describe this inner conflict: he called it bein, “double-minded’’” 
(4:8). For rich and poor, this conflict may express itself in different ways, as James went on to 


explain. But double-mindedness is a tug-of-war between divided loyalties. The essential struggle to 


obey God is no different for either group. 

As he discussed the rich and the poor, 
used, especially in the Sermon on the 
James the brother of Jesus, as many sc 


new way, calling on all of us—rich and poor—to be single- 


based on social class. Does such favoritism happen 
ch and poor people think about 


that way. 


Life Questions: James 2 warns against favoritism 1 
among Christians today? Is there any difference between the way ri 


following Jesus? 


James relied on many of the actual phrases Jesus had 
Mount. (This is quite understandable if the author was 
holars believe.) He applied what Jesus taught in a fresh, 


minded in our commitment to follow 


é 


ey showed insensitivity and 


plied they have much 
le is not outside—the conditions we 


. 


A Word to the Suffering 


What to do when trouble comes 


Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something 
strange were happening to you. 4:12 

Mc: people have died for their religious faith in this century than in all the rest of history 

+¥ combined. Thousands of Christians died in East Africa, first in the Mau Mau uprising and then 
during Idi Amin’s reign of terror. Millions more suffered under Soviet and Chinese governments. 
And the oppression goes on: even today some countries imprison and torture converts to 
Christianity. This fact alone makes the book of 1 Peter starkly relevant for modern readers. 


How to Respond to Persecution 

What advice would you give Christians about to undergo persecution? The apostle Peter took 
up that challenge just as ominous rumblings from Rome were striking fear in every Christian 
community. Half-crazed Nero had seized on believers as scapegoats for the ills of his empire. 

Should the persecuted Christians flee or resist? Should they tone down their outward signs’of 
faith? Give up? Peter's readers, their lives in danger, needed clear advice on suffering. 

They also wanted explanations of the meaning of suffering. iy does God allow it? Can good 
result? Does God care? In short, they were asking the questions that occur to any Christian who 
goes through great trial 

According to Peter, suffering should not catch a Christian off guard. We are “strangers” (1:17) 
in a hostile world, and where Christians thrive, storm clouds may gather. Suffering is an expected 


part of a life of sincere faith. 


Peter's Own Experience 
On the subject of suffering, Peter makes an ideal counselor, for readers then and now. He had 


been flogged and imprisoned for his own faith, once even expecting execution (Acts 12), Also, 
Peter had personally watched Jesus endure suffering, and in this letter he points to him as an 
example of how to respond. 

Peter encourages his readers to “live such good lives among the pagans that, though they 
accuse you of cole wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God” (2:12). Suffering can 


refine believers and give us an opportunity to prove our faith, the result thus working out for our 


benefit 
This book emphasizes a further point also: suffering is temporary, to be endured only for “a 


little while” (1:6; 5:10). Those who suffer with Christ will also glory with him in a life forever free 
of pain. Skeptics have criticized the church for stressing a future life rather than working to 
improve this one. “You promise pie in the sky by and by,” they taunt. But to Peter's 
readers—wary of enemies on the prowl, unsure of surviving another day—that message was as 
tangible and nourishing as food. 

According to 1 Peter, our hope that suffering will one day cease is not a mirage but a “living 
hope” (1:3) in the One who has conquered death. € 


How to Read 1 Peter 


At first Christianity enjoyed official toleration by the Roman empire, but gradually the 
government turned against it. Rome resented the Christians’ talk about another kingdom and their 
objections to idolatry and decadence. 

Although 1 Peter was originally written to people in severe danger, its lessons apply to all of us, 
for we all experience pain of some kind. Why don’t things work out the way we want? Is God 

‘ ~ 
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Ling to tell us something? Peter gives authoritative answers. As you read, try to apply what he 
A caverns 


says to your own situation, 


Peter's writing style reveals his simple fi a pithy peasant 
and awkwardly shifts back and forth beta ne a carpus be uae 2 (verses 


an excellent example, Peter gives a deep insi; 
behalf, but he incl : Ba lh 
doctrine (what to believe) with practice (how to 


rine os advice, Chapter ; ) 
udes it in a practical section on satan ad poled Th, ent 
behave), : 


agi! 


More a preacher than a writer, Peter structured hi e mbling sermon, Look ane 
44 direct Commands included. Peter's reliance on pide | J speeches Ir ae ws 


lamb. a shepherd—makes the book very quotable. 


wal, 
Sut Peter was not simply giving homespun advice he was Well-grounded in the teachings of er 
esl 


Jesus and the prophets, Proportionately, he quotes 


New Testament author, 


PLANS FOR READING 1 PETER 


PLAN 1: An Overview of 1 Peter in 1 Day 


irom the Old tament more than any other 


Sy 


| Day 1, Read the Introduction to 1 Peter, then chapter 1 for a capsule summary of \ M 


the letter’s style and message. 
PLAN 2: All of 1 Peter in 4 Days 
102030 45 


an apostle of Jesus Christ, 


To God's elect, strangers in the world, scat- 
tered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia and Bithynia, 2who have been chosen accord- 
ing to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for 
obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his 
blood 


Grace and peace be yours in abundance 


Praise to God for a Living Hope 


Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ trom the dead, 4and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade— 
kept in heaven for you, Swho through faith are 
shielded by God's power until the coming of the 
ion that is ready to be revealed in the last 


time ®in this you greatly rejoice, though now fora 
litthe while you may have had to suffer grief in all 
kinds of trials "These have come so that your faith 


rth than gold, which penshes even 
by fire—may be proved genuine 
and may resul! in praise, glory and honor when 
Jesus Christ evealed "Though you have not 
seen him, you love hum and even though you do 


of greater w 
though retine 


Lev F445, 19 


4 uf le hve 


not see him now, you believe in him and are filled 
with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are 
receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls. 

‘Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who 
spoke of the grace that was to come to you, 
searched intently and with the greatest care, !try- 
ing to find out the time and circumstances to which 
the Spirit of Chnst in them was pointing when he 
predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories 
that would follow. !2It was revealed to them that 
they were not serving themselves but you, when 
they spoke of the things that have now been told 
you by those who have preached the gospel to you 
by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, Even angels 
Jong to look into these things. 


Be Holy « 


‘Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be 
self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to 
be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. “As 
obedient children, do not conform to the evil de- 
sires you had when you lived in ignorance. 'But 
just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all 
you do, for it is written: “Be holy, because | am 
holy "* 

'?Since you call on a Father who judges each 
man’s work impartially, live your lives as strangers 
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dere Wn eeverent fear, Ror you know that it was 
wot with perishatte things such as silver or gold 
Urat you were redeemed trom the empty way of 
dite Darcie down to you from your forefathers, 
Shar with the precious Mood of Christ, a lamb 
wathout Memish or defect, YHe was chosen before: 
the crention of the world, but was revealed in these: 
jast Himes for your sake. Through him you be= 
eve in God, who raised him from the dead and 
ghomhed him, and so your faith and hope are in. 
oN 

S=Now that you have purified yourselves by 
obeying the truth so that vou have sincere love for 
your brothers, love one another deeply, from the 
heart’ *8for you have been born again, not of 
k able seed, but of imperishable, through the 
wi enduring word of God. 4For, 


n are like grass, 

heir glory is like the flowers of the 
tekd, 

ass withers and the flowers fall, 

the word of the Lord stands forever,""> 


his is the word that was preached to you. 
efore, rid yourselves of all malice and all 
ypoxnisy, envy, and slander of every 
© newborn babies, crave pure spiritual 
by it you may grow up in your salva- 
that you have tasted that the Lord is 


good 

The Living Stone and a Chosen People 

me to him, the living Stone—rejected 
t chosen by God and precious to him— 
living stones, are being built into a 
rouse to be a holy priesthood, offering 
acrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
For in Scripture it says: 


4As 


Ke 


lay a stone in Zion. 

sen and precious cornerstone, 
one who trusts in him 

e put to shame." 


See 


never be 


you who believe, this stone is precious. 
ose who do not believe, 


The stone the builders rejected 
has become the capstone,#”¢ 


Sand 


24 A Play on Words 

In verses 4-9, Peter constructs a detailed metaphor 
out of a very common object: a stone. He refers to 
Christ as a stone rejected by builders, the kind of 
useless rock someone trips over. Yet this stone, 
Jesus, becomes the cornerstone of a new building 
composed of Christians (“living stones”). This 
metaphor has much in common with Paul’s 
references to the “body of Christ,” but Peter 
(nicknamed the “rock”) uses architectural rather 


than biological terms. 


#25 Isaiah 40:6-8 


ome early manuscripts from a pure heart 
$ Isaiah S14 £22 Isaiah 53:9 


it is God's will that by doing good you 
silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. Marta 
free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover- 
up for evil; live as servants of God. 7Show proper 
respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of be- 
lievers, fear God, honor the : 
18Slaves, submit yourselves: ‘masters 
with all respect, not only to those * 
and considerate, but also to those w! , 
19For it is commendable if a man bears up 
the pain of unjust suffering because he is con- 
scious of God. nor ding wong ana ene 
receive a beating foe dais Wong shee 


But if you suffer for doing good and 

this is commendable before God, | h coos 
were called, because Christ suffered 

ing you an example, that you should follow in hig) 
steps. ” 


2"He committed no sin, 4 
and no deceit was found in his mouth,”2 _ 


23When they hurled their insults at him, he didnot _ 
retaliate; when he suffered, he made no ts. 
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges 
justly. 4He himself bore our sins in his | ee 
the tree, so that we might die to sins and live. for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been 
healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but 
now you have returned to ae Shen 
seer of your souls. 


Wives and Husbands 


Wives, in the same way be submissive to your 
husbands so that, if any of them do not believe 
the word, they may be won over without words by 
the behavior of their wives, 2when they see the 
purity and reverence of your lives. 3Your | 
should not come from outward adornment, : 
°6 Isaiah 28:16 47 Or cornerstone % be 


okt. 


1067 1 PETER 3:12 


an braided hair and the wearing of gold jewel Suffering joing Good 
and fine Clothes. 4Instead, it should be that of our 8Finall Bs f > 
inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and Pisa Maa in harmony with one 
quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight, elon aye ble, pedis ad be com- 
“Bor this is the way the holy women of the past Le ori a ae s¢ not repay evil with >, 
who put their hope in God used to make them- Cause pa ¢ sult, but with blessing, be- 
selves beautiful. They were submissive to their inherit a ing. WEor, called so that you may ~ 
blessing. " 


own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham 

and called him her master, You are her daughters “Whoever would love life 2 

if you do what is right and do not give way to and see good days : 

fear must keep his tongue from evil rf 
Husbands, in the same way be considerate as and his lips from deceitful speech. 

you live with your wives, and treat them with 11He must turn from evil and do good; 

respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with he must seek peace and pursue it. 3 

you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will 12For the eyes of the Lord’are on the righteous 

hinder your prayers. and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 


+ 


A Man Named “The Rock” 
Peter slowly learned how to live up to his nickname a 


Humble yourselves, theretore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 5:6 
yo can’t miss Peter in the four Gospels. He stands out like a bumpkin, pushing to the head of 
the line and coming out with loud, outrageous assertions. Every list of the disciples names him 


first, and Peter is often seen pale § his way to center stage. 
He was likable enough, with a big eart and unlimited enthusiasm. He just had too many rough 2 
edges. He swung like a pendulum, bold and courageous at one moment, yet cowardly when it 


really counted. 


Signs of Mellowing 

But by the time Peter sat down to write this letter, late in his life, a lot had changed. You can 
sense the change in the very words he chooses: words like humble and submit. This book 
contains nothing of the brash, aggressive style evident in the Gospels. He is heeding Jesus’ last 
command to him: “Feed my sheep” (John 21:17). Gruff Peter has become a tender shepherd. 

To get the full impact of Peter’s transformation, you must read about him in the Gospels 
(especially in Mark), and then turn directly to this letter. Blustery, loudmouthed Peter now 
counsels wives to have “the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit’ (3:4) and husbands to 
treat their wives with consideration and respect (3:7). The man who sliced off an ear in Jesus’ 
defense (John 18:10) now advises submission to every government authority (2:13). Peter once 
vigorously protested Jesus’ prediction of death (Mark 8:32); now he solemnly commends Christ's 

uffering as an ideal (2:21-24). 

It's easy to believe Peter is describing himself when he writes such statements as “Once you 
were not a people, but now you are the people of God” (2:10) and “You were like sheep goin, 
astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls” (2:25). Over time 
the shifting sand of Peter's personality solidified into granite. 


Never Too Late ¢ 
Peter finally earned the nickname that Jesus gave him long before: the “rock” (Matthew 16:18). 


And when he instructs his readers to stand fast in the true grace of God (5:12), you get the feeling 
Peter has learned through hard experience the lessons he is now passing on to others. 

If Paul is the apostle of faith, Peter is the apostle of hope. God does not give up on people, as 
Peter's life amply demonstrates. We have reason to hope, whatever our circumstances—even 


when facing panty or death. 

Tradition reports that Peter was crucified head downward on a Roman cross; he thought-himself 
unworthy to die right side up like Jesus. Peter died still believing his promise of a happy ending: 
“And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a 
little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast” (5:10). He wrote like 


a man who knew 
Life Questions: \{ Jesus were to give you anickname, what would it be? Has your personality undergone 


major changes? What still needs work? 


a 


— 
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but the face of the Lord is against these who do 
eul” 


13Who is going te harm you if you are eager to 
do good? But even if you should suffer for what 
is might. you are blessed. “Do not fear what they 
fear® do not be frightened.” 5But in your hearts 
set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 
© an answer to everyone who asks you to give 
reason for the hope that you have. But de this 
gentleness and respect, keeping 2 dear con- 
ce. so that those who speak maliciously 
your good behavior in Christ may be 
of their slander. UIt is better, if it is God's 
suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 
For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous 
e unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was 
death in the body but made alive by the 
*through whom also he went and 
to the spirits in prison who disobeyed 
when God waited patiently in the days of 
the ark was being built. Init only a few 
in all, were saved through water, 
ater symbolizes baptism that now 
you also—not the removal of dirt from the 
e pledge of a good conscience toward 
es you by the resurrection of Jesus 
ho has gone into heaven and is at God’s 


Living for God 
re. since Christ suffered in his body, 
i ves also with the same attitude, 
ho has suffered in his body is done 
s a result, he does not live the rest of 
e for evil human desires, but rather 
God. 3For you have spent enough 
doing what pagans choose to do— 
chery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, 
and detestable idolatry. ‘They think it 
that you do not plunge with them into the 
>od of dissipation, and they heap abuse on 
ut they will have to give account to him 
eady to judge the living and the dead. *For 
e reason the gospel was preached even to 
> who are now dead, so that they might be 
ged according to men in regard to the body, but 
live according to God in regard to the spirit. 

7The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear 
minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. 


——_—_ 
3:19 The Spirits in Prison 

At least 18 major theories have been proposed to 
explain Peter’s meaning in verses 18-22. Primarily, 
scholars differ over what the phrase “spirits in 
prison” refers to. Were “the spirits” people in 
some intermediate state of death, or the fallen 
angels alluded to in Genesis 6:1-4? No one knows 
for sure. Peter uses the obscure reference to make 
a point about the ultimate good that came from the 
suffering Jesus endured. 
_——— 
»14 Or not fear their threats 
Prov. 11:31 


14 Isaiah 8:12 


you bear that name. 
begin with the family 
us, what will the outcome be for those who do not 
obey the gospel of God? !8And, ~ Pe rey 
““f it is hard for the righteous to be saved, ‘i 
what will become of the ungodly and the 


sinner?”"f | 2 4 
19So then, those who suffer rding to God's 
will should commit themselves to 
Creator and continue to do good. i ig 7 
To Elders and Young Men é Vahein 


5 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow 
elder, a witness of Christ's sufferings and one 
who also will share in the glory to be revealed; Be 
shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, 
serving as overseers—not because you must, 
because you are willing, as God wants you to be; 
not greedy for money, but eager to serve; >not _ 
lording it over those entrusted to you, but being 
examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shep- 
herd appears, you will receive the crown of glory 
that will never fade away. 

5Young men, in the same way be submissive to 
those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves 
with humility toward one another, because, 


“God opposes the proud ¢ ia bal 


4:13 Participating in Christ’ 


Sufferings pas 

This one verse, shows al others, siaaay "= Waley 
Peter had changed. He received Jesus’ strongest 
rebuke (Mark 8:33) for objecting to the suggestion 


suffering for Christ as a privilege, a way to 
participate in Christ’s glory. ‘ : 
— ne 
418,19 Oralive im the spirit, through which *21 Or 


the faith, because you Hooves that your 
throughout the world ; 
kind of sufferings. 
gallina the.Goactal 
Biber glory IC in CI 


INTRODUCTION 


A Threat from Within 
The worst dangers aren't always well 1 


wTy eposties must have felt like explorers in a 
gD! They'G kill it, and instantly another would 


the various squabbling groups, 2 Peter calls for a return to the true gospel e 
tind you of these things,” the author says (1z and proceeds to go over 


carefully grounds his in Old Testament 
not in “cleverly invented stories” (1:16). And 
blamelessly. 

false knowledge, the author bluntly insists, is 
moral living. As he prepares to die (1:14), 


How to Read 2 Peter ’ ie 
120g 32, an he ame author, they have large iferences in sland © . 
‘ond Peter is unrefined in writing style, more shrill, and less gentle the first = 


Gitference in audiences explains the two approaches. The Bible views sufering—— 
rom outside—as 2 purifying influence that often results in an even stronger t > 
52s 2n encouraging and devotional tone. But the real danger to a church « 

om immoral behavior and false teaching. Second Peter, in strong words, 

de” dangers. * 

read it, try to put yourself in the of the original audience. What. 
nm against? Are there parallels today? Chapters 1 and 3 can be p 
2 concerns itself more directly with the particular false teachers plaguing the 


2nc actual content, 2 Peter resembles the tiny book of Jude. Both deal with | 
nd propose the same snr pea 
ding 2 Peter, look for ey words knowledge, thinking, in reminders. 
2ppeals to true nowledge that can correct many of the young chu serrors. 

+ 


. al ue 
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PLANS FOR READING 2 PETER 

PUAN Ty An Overview of 2 Peter in? Day = 
_ Day 1. Read the Introduction to 


01020 a 


Z 


1 Samon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus 
Christ, 

To those who through the righteousness of our 
Goxi and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith 
as precious as ours: 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance 
gh the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 


t 
Making One's Calling and Election Sure 
‘His divine power has given us everything we 
need for lite and godliness through our knowledge TOP 
t him who called us by his own glory and good- For icy never 
ness. ‘Through these he has given us his very moe EA 
great and precious promises, so that through them ‘ 
you may participate in the divine nature and es- 
cape the corruption i> the world caused by evil 
desires 
‘For this very reason, make every effort toadd to 
your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 
and to knowledge, self-control and to self-con- 
trol, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 
and to gociine$’s, brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness, love. SFor if you possess these 
qualitres in increasing measure, they will keep you 
from being ineffective and unproductive in your 
Knowledge of our Lord Jesus Chnist. *But ifanyone 
does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, 
ind has forgotten that he has been cleansed from 
ris past sins 
Therefore. my brothers, be all the more eager 
to make your calling and election sure. For if you 
do these things, you will never fall, Uand you will 
receive a nich weleome into the eternal kingdom of 
and Savior Jesus Christ 


our | 


Prophecy of Scripture 

2So | will always remind you of these things, 
even though you know them and are firmly estab- 
lished in the truth you now have. “1 think it is “er 
nght to retresh your memory as long aslliveinthe 4344 Death ‘ 
tent « body, because | know that I will soon person writing these words was 
put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made tak car eaperaay engined Raa 
clear to me And | will make every effort t0 5€€ tone, An eyewitness (1:16) of Jesus on earth was 
that after my deporture you will always be able to watching a young church stray from Christ’s clear 


remember these things teaching. This letter may offer the last chance to” 
teWe did not follow cleverly invented stories — oppose the deterioration. a 
when we told you about the power and coming of 


Matt 17 Mark © 7 Luke #05 “4 Greek Tartare 14 Some manuscripts onto chains of darkens 


2PETER>S 172 


SD. Ther the Lard iowes ow ap vescwe gadis mem 
cham Tums ant wp heii the ammgbaenes dee She Gay 
0 wipmerc whi comtmeme ther posh 
mere Thus & espenade mae of Ghose who Sal 
iow Ste comuge despre at che smtal cate” and 
2c atwer 
Fit amt acagace, Shese men ae not aid 2 
fhangt thew ae scomper and nore geecerSall, do 
Tur Dorey Simdeeres accosshors agemst sock be 
mee oo tte mresenor of She Lord. SSt hese ee 
wether ot mates Gey 2p at andenstand. 
The ae like trum bees Casters of Bsmt 
<r omk 2 fe Gag and Gsrowed. and He 
fees Shey mw scil pees 
“Thes weil Te pat beck seth bare Sor the bare 
The tse ame Ther uke of pisses 2ocasoene 
oe Tes ace Diets and blemishes. 
ter piesures wtelic Gheey east eomth 
wou - “Win ewes tal ot acahery, Shey newer stop 
Srrume They seduce ihe enscabiie, Chey ave experts 
e ose trond! “They have let the 


what ind of people onght you to be? Yo 
Eve haty ‘ 


25 Three Worlds 

Secgnd Peter sefers to Gece great agreat Gee 
era. Ses he ancient workd, was destroved | This comment 

Dy She Gnad im Noah's day. The present time, im Gene of the: 
emt et are tow ving wall be Gestroved by fire 
xe Set Ge author pownts wath hope to am age 
hat Nas not vet come: 2 mew heaven and a mew 
ear 3:13 


y eeytime or meen eed te toy gee °2D Or the fee erage 
— > Se Meo res ay Ora pu mtg ae dn Gama 


1 JOHN | 


Words That Get Polluted 


A problem with the new generation 


| INTRODUCTION | Te rr 


Let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth, 3:16 


ver time, common phrases can be stripped of meaning and applied to something else entirely. 
O Christianity has been around so long Chat people boo) its Labor for quite different § 


meanings. 


Same Words, Different Meanings 

This tendency to pollute language is not new, Even at the close of the first lial words were 
being twisted and drained of their original meanings. When the apostle John wrote his letters, 
Christian faith was perhaps 50 or 60 years old. A generation had grown up in Christian homes, 


a distinct subculture was already developing. 
Some people were using familiar phrases such as ma God,” “walk in the light,” and “. 
le responded with fire. He knew that 


“born’of God,” but with new, distorted meanings. The aot 
a confused, subtle distortion of truth is harder to resist than an outright denial. 
in this book, John chooses key words (light, sin, Christ, love, faith, etc,), “disinfects” them, and 


then restores their original meanings. He points back to the truths behind the words. A 
he begins with the phrase, “If we claim .. . “ and proceeds to show what actions must result if we 


claim to live in the true light and know God, 


A Step Further 
John wrote his Gospel account of Jesus’ life in order to bring readers to a belief in Christ (john 

20:31). He directed this letter toupee le who were alreaey Christians, outlining how that faith 

should affect a person’s life. God is light, he says; so walk in the light. He is spirit; so worship 


him in the proper spirit. He is love; so demonstrate that love to others. 
his readers “my dear children” (2:1) 


At times John shows the tender concern of a pastor, callin 
and urging them to “love one another” (3:11). But in other places his stern language hints at why 


he once wore the nickname “son of thunder.” 
John was probably the last surviving apostle when he wrote this book. He lived almost to the 


end of the first century. But he was not too old to fight vigorously against whatever might corrupt 
the faith that had inspired him for so many years. 


How to Read I John 


First John is constructed like a piece of music. Its author states a few simple themes—light, 
truth, life, love—then builds variations on them. Relying on simple words and a rhythmic style, 
John writes in universal terms that apply to any time period. 

Yet the book is understood far better if you know something about the environment in which 
John was writing. Therefore, begin your reading with “Who Were the Gnostics?” on page 1077. 
note the pattern, He defines a word, such as light, discusses its opposite 


ly 
gy 


4 


As you read John, 
escribes what a life in the light should look like. In every case, he shows God 


darkness, and then d 
as the source of power in the Christian life. 
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PLANS FOR READING 1 JOHN 


PLAN 1: An Overview of 1 John in 1 Day 


CO) Day 1. Read the Introduction to 1 John, then cha 
love of God and how it should affect our lives. 2 


PLAN 2: All of 1 John in 4 Day 
012030405 


The Word of Life 

That which was from the beginning, which we 

have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked at and our hands have 
touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word 
of life. 2The life appeared; we have seen it and 
testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, 
which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 
‘We proclaim to you what we have seen and 
heard, so that you also may have fellowship with 
us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with 
his Son, Jesus Christ, We write this to make ourt 


joy complete 


Walking in the Light 

5This is the message we have heard from him 
and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no 
darkness at all. lf we claim to have fellowship 
with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do 
not live by the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies 
us from all? sin: 

Slt we claim to be without sin, we deceive our- 
selves and the truth is not in us. %If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins and. purify us from all unrighteousness. If 
we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to 
be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. 
2 My dear children, I write this to you so that you 

will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have 
one who speaks to the Father in our defense— 
Jesus Christ, the Righteous One, 2He is the aton- 
ing sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but 
also for the sins of the whole world. 

We know that we have come to know him if we 
obey his commands. #The man who says, “I know 
him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him. 5But if anyone obeys 
his word, God's loveé is truly made complete in 
him. This is how we know we are in him: 6(Who- 
ever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did 

‘Dear friends, | am not writing you a new com- 
mand but an old one, which you have had since 
the beginning. This old command is the message 
you have heard. 8Yet | am writing you a new com- 
mand; its truth is seen in him and you, because the 
darkness is passing and the true light is already 
shining 

*Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates 


*? Or every 
10 Orit 


4 Same manuscripts your 
love tor God 


alse Or word 


pter % a great summary of the 


a” 


ws 


* 


his brother is still in‘the darkness. !0Whoever loves 
his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing 
in hime to make him stumble. "But whoever 
hates his brother is in the darkness and walks 
around in the darkness; he does not know where 
he is going, because the darkness has blinded him. 
121 write to you, dear children, 
because your sins have’ been forgiven on ~~ 
account of his name. 


13] write to you, fathers, 
because you have known him who is from 


because you have overcome the evil one. 
I write to you, dear children, 
because you have known the Father. 
14] write to you, fathers, 
because you have known him who is from 
the beginning. 
I write to you, young men, 
because you are strong, 
and the word of God lives in you, 
and you have overcome the evil one. 
Do Not Love the World 
'SDo not love the world or anything in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him, !¢For everything in the world 
—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes 
and the boasting of what he has and does—comes 
not from the Father but from the world. 17The 
world and its desires pass away, but the man who — 
does the will of God lives forever, 


Warning Against Antichrists 


'8Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you 
have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now 
many antichrists have come. This is how we know 
it is the last hour. !9They went out from us, but 


2:12 A Friendly Interruption 
Plprreegherrpnet pene pater 
ideas, s ly paragraph 
flow with a warm greeting to irue believers in the 
church, Many commentators believe that John 
intended the three categories (dear children, young 
men, fathers) to represent three different stages in 
his readers’ spiritual lives. 


‘2 Or He is the one who turns aside God's wrath, taking away our sins, and mot only owrs bet 


1 JOHN 2:20 


they did not really belong to us. For if they had 
belonged to us, they would have remained with 
us; but their going showed that none of them be> 
longed to us 
20But you have an anointing from the Holy One, 

and all of you know the truth.“ 21 do not write to. 
you because you do not know the truth, but be- 
cause you do know it and because no lie comes 
from the truth. 22Who is the liar? It is the man why 
denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the 
antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son. 2)No 
one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever 
acknowledges the Son has the Father also, 

24See that what you have heard from the begin- 
ning remains in you. If it does, you also will re- 
main in the Son and in the Father. And this is 
what he promised us—even eternal life, 

26] am writing these things to you about those 
who are trying to lead you astray. 27As for you, the 
anointing you received from him remains in you, 
and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as 
his anointing teaches you about all things and as 
that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has 
taught you, remain in him. 


Children of God Pe 


28And now, dear children, continue in him, so 
that’when he appears we may be confident and 
unashamed before him at his coming. 
291f you know that he is righteous, you know 
that everyone who does what is right has been 
born of him. 
How great is the love the Father has lavished 
on us, that we should be called children of 
God! And that is what we are! The reason the 
world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. 2Dear friends, now we are children of God, 
and what we will be has not yet been made 
known. But we know that when he appears,’ we 
«shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
3Everyone who has this hope in him purifies him- 
self, just as he is pure. 
4Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is 
lawlessness. 5But you know that he appeared so 
that he might take away our sins. And in him is no 
sin. 6No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. 
No one who continues to sin has either seen him or 
known him. 
7Dear children, do not let anyone lead you 
astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just 
as he is righteous. 8He who does whatis sinful is of 
the devil, because the devil has been sinning from 
the beginning. The reason the Son of God ap- 
peared was to destroy the devil's work. °No one 
who is born of God will continue to sin, because 
God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sin- 
ning, because he has been born of God. 10This is 
how we know who the children of God are and 
who the children of the devil are: Anyone who 
does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor 
is anyone who does not love his brother. 


= 


Love One Another 
lThis is the message you heard from the begin- 


#20 Some manuscripts and you know all things 
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62 Or when it is made known 


~ 


ning: We should love 
Cain, who belonged to 
his brother, And why 
his own actions were evil ran 
righteous, Do not ba'e 
the world hates you, “We hat we 
passed from death to life, because we 
brothers. Anyone who does not love 
death, Anyone who hates his brother is a mur 
derer, and you know that aN 
life in him, 
16This is how we know what love is; 
laid down his life for us. And we 
down our lives for our brothers, “nt anyone 
but aa pyon home rea 
ut has no on a can 
in him? !8Dear children, Jet us not love with 
or tongue but with actions and in truth, i de 
Se ee cherie Baoae is eae 
how we set our hearts at rest in his presence 
20whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is } 
greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 4 
21Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, : 
him anything we ask, because we 
mands and do what pleases him, 23, 
command: to believe in the name of his Son, 
Christ, and to love one another as he 
us. 24Those who obey his commands live in 
and he in them. And this is how we know 
lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he 


Test the Spirits 


Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, 

test the spirits to see whether they are 
God, because many false prophets have gone 
into the world. 2This is how you can recognize the 
Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3but 
every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not 
from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, 
you have heard ie coming sti oo ae 
in the world. 

4You, dear children, are from God and nave 

overcome them, because the one who is in shed 
greater than the one who is in the world. 
from the world and therefore speak from the 
point of the world, and the world listens een. 
6We are from God, and whoever knows God lis- 
tens to us; but whoever is not from God does not 
listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit’ of 
truth and the spirit of falsehood. 


3:11 Love vs. Hate 
ce cee sematt 
t vs. truth vs. e 
life vs. death. In this en ee 
command to “love one 
illustrate the lite of hate before coming 


God’s Love and Ours fi Son to be the Savior of the world. Iif 
acknowl that Jesus is Sees of God, ; 

7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love __ lives in him and he in God. 1, »we know anid 
comes from God. Everyone who loves has been _ rely on the God has for us. fw 3 ar) 
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not God is lave. Whoever lives in love lives r 
love does not know God, because God is love. and God in him. "In this way, love is made com~ 
SThis is how God showed his love among us: He plete amang us so that we will have confidence on ~ 

y 


sent his one and only Soné into the world that we __ the day of jud because in this we are 
might live through him. !This is love: not that we _fike him, terrae ie eiicarinlowe. But ave 


loved God, but that he loved usand sent hisSonas _ drives out fear, because fear has to do with punish: 
an atoning sacrifice for’ our sins. "Dear friends, ment. The one who is not made perfect 
since God so loved us, we also ought to love one _ love. c . 


another. !2No one has ever seen God; but if we 19We love because he first loved us. 20lf anyone 

love one another, God lives in us and his love is says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a 

made complete in us liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, 
13We know that we live in him and he in us, | whomhe has seen, cannot love God, whom he! 

because he has given us of his Spirit. "And we _ not seen. 2}And he has given us this com 

have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 


#9 Or his only begotten Son "10 Oras the one who would turn aside his wrath, taking away ‘ 


Who Were the Gnostics? 


A dangerous cult that proved fatally attractive 


™ oot 


This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has 

come in the flesh is from God. 4:2 wed cit 
s Christianity spread across the Mediterranean, it came into contact with other religions. . 
Greeks and Romans tried to absorb the faith into their own philosophies, just as some Jews 


had initially 
Intellectual centers of the Mediterranean raised questions about Jesus: Who was he? If he was * 


God, how could he die? And a popular new cult called Gnosticism (from the Greek word for 
knowledge, gnosis) gained ground in an attempt to explain these things. The cult thrived 
especially among the intellectual elite. 


ain 


Could God Have a Body? 

Gnostics balked at the Christian concept of God’s becoming a man. Because they believed a 
physical body was intrinsically evil, they denied that a pure God could take on a body. Some dealt 
with the problem by claiming that Jesus was never a real human being, but a phantom, a 
temporary appearance of God who only looked human, Others proposed that God had 

descended” on Jesus at his baptism, but left him before his death. 

The apostle John debated in person with Gnostics of his day, and he had Gnostic thinking in 
mind when he wrote this letter. The very first sentence expressly states that the author has seen, 
heard, and touched ious Pe he could not have been a phantom, or pure spirit. 
Throughout the letter, and especially in 4:2-3, the author criticizes those who deny that Jesus 
came in the flesh 


Live As You Please 

To Gnostics, al! matter was evil. Only the spirit was pure, and Gnostics t to rise toa 
higher, more spiritual plane. This teaching often produced a side effect: ie who strove to rise 
above matter didn’t care about personal ethics. Their pure spirits could not be tainted by “earthly” 
sin. Thus, they could act any way they wanted. 

Aging John roared out against the twin dangers of Gnosticism: immoral living and doubts that 
ame a man. Beliefs must be judged by the actions they produce, John stresses the 


Christ 
theme o »therly love. He primarily refutes errors by presenting a wholesome picture of the 
Christian life as it is supposed to be lived. 
True fellowship is not a mystical, super-intellectual flight into the great Aloné, but a relationship 
with the Father through Christ. And that also entails responsibilities to others in God's family. 
Life Questions. Gnosticism showed itself in several ways: the belief that matter was evil, a desire for 
uper-spirituality, a tendency toward loose morals. How can we counter those same trends among 


Christians today 


1JOHN 5:1 
Faith in the Son of God 


Everyone who believes that Jesus ts the Christ 
is born of God, and everyone who loves the 
father loves his child as well, ?This is how we 
know that we love the children of God: by loving 
God and carrying out his commands. "This is love 
tor God: to obey his commands. And his com> 
mands are not burdensome, 4for everyone born of 
God overcomes the world, This is the victory that 
has overcome the world, even our faith, ‘Who is it 
that overcomes the world? Only he who believes 
that Jesus is the Son of God. 
6This is the one who came by water and blood— 
Jesus Christ, He did not come by water only, but 
by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testi- 
fies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are 
three that testify: 8thet Spirit, the water and the 
blood; and the three are in agreement. °We accept 
man’s testimony, but God's testimony is greater 
because it is the testimony of God, which he has 
given about his Son. Anyone who believes in the 
Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone 
who does not believe God has made him out to be 


5:7 Water, Blood, and Spirit 

The apostle John relied heavily on symbolic 
language in his Gospel account of Jesus’ life. Here, 
too, he uses symbols in giving proofs of Jesus. 
Water may refer to Jesus’ baptism, blood to his od 
death on the cross, and the Spirit to the Holy Spirit 
who descended on Jesus. John refers to these three 
as a “testimony” from God about his Son. 
— 


8 Late manuscripts of the Vulgate testify in heaven: the Father, the Word and the Holy Spirit, and 
the (not found in any Greek manuscript before the sixteenth century) ba 


tify on earth 
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a liar, because he has not 
God has given about his Son, 11. 
testimony: God has given us eternal | 
life is in his Son, @He who has the Son | 
ep does not have the Son of God does 
ober : 
Concluding Remarks . 2 ae 
131 write these things to you who believe in 
name of the Son of God so that you may know that 
you have eternal life. This is the confidence we 
have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us. !5And if we 
know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we 
know that we have what we asked of " 
l6lf anyone sees his brother commit a sin that 
does not lead to death, he should Rey and 
will give him life. | refer to those whose sin doe: 
not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. . 
1am not saying that he should pray about that. u 
\7All wrongdoing is sin, and there is.sini h R 
not lead to death. + aR 
18We know that anyone born of God does not 
continue to sin; the one who was born of God 
keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm 
19We know that we are children of God, and | 
the whole world is under the control of the 
one. 20We know also that the Son of God has 
and has given us understanding, so that 
know him who is true. And we are in him w! 
true—even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the 
God and eternal life. ie: 


21Dear children, keep yourselves from idols, 


these three are one. *And there are three that 


INTRODUCTION 


Undesirable Guests 
When a “Welcome” sign is inappropriate 


Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for. & 
Ra roads made first-century travel safer and easier than ever before, batgacd hotels were 

still centuries away. Therefore, when teachers of the Christian faith traveled the empire, they 
relied on local Christians for food and lodging. 

Before long, false teachers (such as Gnostics) also hit the circuit, joined by religious racketeers 
attracted primarily to the free food and lodging. The two letters, 2 John and 3 John, the shortest 
books in the entire Bible, concern themselves with the mounting problems of hospitality for the 
“circuit-rider” teachers. f 

oe 


Show Discretion, But Also Love ~4 

Heresies had already sprung up in many local churches, and 2 John urges true Christians to use 
discretion in testing a visitor's message and motive. The author cautions against entertaining 
visitors who do not teach the truth about Christ. 

True to his nickname, the apostle of love repeats his motto, “Love one another,” even in this 
letter of warning. The ancient writer Jerome tells of the frail apostle John, in extreme old age: a) 
being carried into his congregation mumbling only, “Love one another.” When asked why he 
talked of nothing else, John replied, “Because it is the Lord’s command, and if this only is.done, it 


is enough.” 


How to Read 2 and 3 John 


These two books are best read together, since each gives one side of a problem facing a young 
church. Try to imagine the setting back then, when Christianity was still new and many teachers 
came along claiming special insights. Do you see any parallels among Christians today? Look for 


the specific advice John gave in those circumstances. 
* a 


A PLAN FOR READING 2 AND 3 JOHN 
PLAN 1: Read 2 and 3 John together in 1 Day 
C Day 1. These books are only one short chapter each, so you can easily read two 


together. 


Ss.th 


know the (RHC PoeaCReSE 
in us and will be with ae 


3Grace, mercy 


and from Jesus Christ, 
with us in truth and love. 


ait has given me grestpiy 
children walking in the truth, just 
commanded us. 5And now, dear 
writing you a new command but one 
from the beginning. lask that we love 
And this is love: that we walk 
commands. As you have heard 
ning, his command is that you 
7Many deceivers, who do 


INTRODUCTION 


. Guidelines for Hospitality 
The same questions crop up in every age, in every place f 


| have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth, 4 


laken tonetnet: this letter and its companion give a balanced view of proper Christian 
ity. Second John warned against entertaining false teachers. 


hospitali 


ut 3 John praises a man 


named Gaius for warmly welcoming genuine Christian teachers. His actions had been oppo’ 


Diotrephes, a cantankerous church dictator, who was also gossiping | 
In a very condensed form, John’s two letters deal with heres 
that have plagued the church in every age, in every 


inst John. 
and church splits, two problems 


lace. To defend against those dangers, John 
to 


urges love and discernment. Believers must know whom to accept and support, and wh 


resist. 


How to Read 3 John 
See How to Read 2 and 3 John, page 1079- ‘ 


IThe elder, 


To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the 
truth 


2Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good 
health and that all may go well with you, even as 
your soul is getting along well. 3It gave me great 
joy to have some brothers come and tell about your 
faithfulness to the truth and how you continue to 
walk in the truth. 4I have no greater joy than to 
hear that my children are walking in the truth. 
5Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are 
doing for the brothers, even though they are 
+ strangers to you. 6They have told the church about 
your love. You will do well to send them on their 
way in a manner worthy of God. 7It was for the 
sake of the Name that they went out, receiving no 
help from the pagans 8We ought therefore to 
show hospitality to such men so that we may work 
together for the truth. 


91 wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who 
loves to be first, will have nothing to do with us. 
10So if I come, I will call attention to what he is 
doing, gossiping maliciously about us. Not satis- 
fied with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers. 
He also stops those who want to do so and puts 
them out of the church. 

liDear friend, do not imitate what is evil but 
what is good. Anyone who does what is good is 
from God. Anyone who does what is evil has not 
seen God. 12Demetrius is well spoken of by every- 
one—and even by the truth itself. We also speak 
well of him, and you know that our testimony is 
true. 

13] have much to write you, but I do not want to 
do so with pen and ink. 141 hope to see you soon, 
and we will talk face to face. 


Peace to you. The friends here send their greet- 
ings. Greet the friends there by name. - 


INTRODUCTION 


Watch « 
Sounding an « 


Ee 

! felt | had to write and urge you to contend for the faith, 3 
t you sign up for a driver's training course yal "I 
on “Rules of the Road.” The instector will drill 

signs—signs that announce danger on the highway “ay 
Driving seems all very academic, until you slide behind the 

won't just lower a test score; it could cost you your life. ir 

correcting you, will shout, “Look out!’ : , Re’ 
Jude writes in the style of a teacher who is wz a 

driver. Bells ring out, crossing gates go down, red ligI 

his preference; he intended a more highminded treatise 

facing mortal dangers, and so Jude dashed off a vehement V 


Who Were the Troublemakers? 4 
Jude doesn’t elaborate on what the troublemakers (verse 4) 
want to honor their ideas by discussing them. Theii 
at their hypocrisy, divisiveness, and loose morals. i 
for the true faith. At his poetic best, he borrows vivid images 
people (12-13). e 
Short and vigorous, the book of Jude brings to mind a m 
prophet. Yet Jude holds out hope for his readers. Sincere believers 
love, and some wavering souls can still be “snatched from the fire” 
hereucs” Jude does not hint at persecuting the offenders—no burnii 
Jude closes with a familiar and joy-filled doxology, the one part of 
in modern churches. i 


How to Read Jude 


In tone, Jude reads a lot like James and 2 Peter: it is simple, 
seems to copy entire sections of 2 Peter. a 

You can maa through Jude in a few minutes, to get the force of h 
appreciate his letter, you should reflect on (and look up) his various Old 
jude supports his arguments with extensive illustrations from hi and he e 
two Jewish books not accepted as part of the Bible, The Assumptio 1 of Moses 
(verse 14). wh ee 

All these citations support Jude’s main thrust, which he summarizes rn 
paragraphs. R 


A PLAN FOR READING JUDE 


PLAN 1: Read Jude in 1 Day ec 
— Day 1. Just one chapter long, Jude will take only a few mint 


#1 Or for; or in 


1083 


jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of 
ames, 
To those who have been called, who are loved 
by God the Father and kept by# Jesus Christ: 


Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance. 


The Sin and Doom of Godless Men 


Dear friends, although I was very eager to write 
you about the salvation we share, 1 felt 1 had to 
and urge you to contend for the faith that 

was once forall entrusted to the saints. 4For certain 

men whose condemnation was written about’ 
long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They 
ire godless men, who change the grace of our God 
into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ 
sur only Sovereign and Lord. 

Though you already know all this, | want to 
emind you that the Lorde delivered his people 
out of Egypt, butlater destroyed those who did not 
sve. And the angels who did not keep: their 
tons of authority but abandoned their own 

\e—these he has kept in darkness, bound with 
verlasting chains for judgment on the great Day. 
In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the 


t 


surrou 1g towns gave themselves up to sexual 
immorality and perversion They serve as an ex- 
ample of those who suffer the punishment of eter- 
al fire. 


in the very same way, these dreamers pollute 
their own bodies, reject authority and slander 
celestial beings. SBut even the archangel Michael, 
vhen he was disputing with the devil about the 
body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous 
accusation against him, but said, “The Lord 
rebuke you!” !Yet these men speak abusively 
against whatever they do not understand; and 
what things they do understand by instinct, like 
unreasoning animals—these are the very things 
that destroy them 
Woe to them! They have taken the way of 
Cain; they have rushed for profit into Balaam’s 
error; they have been destroyed in Korah’s rebel- 
jon 


4 Or men who were marked out for condemnation 


JUDE 25 — 

\2These men are blemishes at your love feasts, 
eating with you without the slightest qualm— 
shepherds who feed only themselves, They are 
clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; 
autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—t 
dead. © are wild waves of the sea, be ash 
up their shame; wandering stars, for whom black- — 
est darkness has been reserved forever. 

M4Enoch, the : dam, 
about these men: “See, the Lord’ 
thousands ee union : 
judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of 
all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly 
way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners 
have spoken against him.” \6These men are grum- 
blers and faultfinders; they follow their own evil 
desires; they boast about themselves and flatter 
others for their own advantage. 


A Call to Persevere # 


. wats ee 

17But, dear friends, remember what the apostles 
of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18They said. 
you, “In the last times there will be scoffers wi 
will follow their own ungodly desires.” " 
are the men who divide you, who follow mere 
natural instincts and donot have the Spirit. 

20But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in_ 
your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. 
21Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to 
eternal life. PP 4 

2Be merciful to those who doubt; snatch oth- 
ers from the fire and save them; to ‘others show 
mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing 
stained by corrupted flesh. , diy 

yan, 4 


Doxology 


4 . Peye 1 rT vee IF 
24To him who is able to keep you from falling 
and to present you before his glorious presence 
without fault and with great joy— to the only 
God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and au- 
thority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all 
ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 7 


«5 Some early manuscripts Jesus 


A Book Full of Mysteries 
Why Revelation is hard to understand 


Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and 


take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 1:3 
. 
island called Patmos. 


Te Roman Empire had a special prison for enemies of the empire: a rocky 
Prisoners banished to that hard-labor colony usually wasted away and died. in that desolate 
setting a man named John had a series of visions he wrote down as Revelation, the strangest book 


in the New Testament. 

John probably wrote this book about 60 years after Jesus left the earth. Questions were 
troubling the church. Was Jesus coming back as he had promised? Where did he go? To do what? 
Why didn’t he return immediately? Revelation addresses those issues. 


Writing in Code 
No other New Testament book resembles Revelation in style. Yet during its time similar Jewish 
y destruction of Oiled the 


“apocalyptic” books (books that symbolically picture the ultimate 
triumph of good) flourished. Authors, writing to persecuted Christians anxious about their future, 


predicted what would take place. Often, they used coded language to protect theselves; for 
example, they substituted a word like Babylon when criticizing Rome, just in case their writings 


fell into the wrong hands. 
The codes in Revelation are effective—so effective that few today agree on beay' Dosny 
they mean. Some people think many of the predictions in Revelation have not yet been > 
erhaps John was writing about events that will come to pass in our own generation, they say. 


Be ecelint book, The Late Great Planet Earth, interprets Revelation that way. 
Others explain Revelation in terms of the first century, concluding that many of the events 


Two Dangers 
Because of all the conflicting theories about Revelation, readers are tempted to respond inone 


of two ways. Some judge the book so perplexingly weird that they can find no reason to 
all. How can anyone be sure of its meaning? 

Others fall prey to the opposite danger. They pore over Revelation and conclude they have 
discovered the secret explanation of each obscure detail. To the latter group, it may be 
to learn that every generation since the first century has come up with different 


the prophecies. 


Why Read Revelation? 

Why read this strange book? John gives a good clue in the first phrase, which introduces this 
book as “the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Revelation gives a unique picture of Jesus Christ, and the 
New Testament would be incomplete without it. The Gospels describe Jesus’ life on earth from 
four different viewpoints. The letters discuss the deep significance of the resurrected Christ and 
what he accomplished. But Revelation shows Jesus Christ from a new perspective: as ips = 
ruler of the cosmic forces of good. When John saw him in this exalted state, he fell at feet 
as though dead (1:17). 

Although Revelation does not remove the mystery surrounding Jesus’ return and the end of the 
world, it does throw light on those events. It cannot be reduced to a mere timetable of events; it 
speaks lasting truths to every generation of readers. Revelation tells of Christ’s future triumph over 
all the evil in the universe. This crucial message of final hope was needed by its original readers in 
the first century and is still needed by us today. : 


1005 ah 


AHHOU gH Revelation does hot remove the mystery surrounding lenue’ rea 4 the i 
worth [does throw (ht an (hose evente TH cannot be pedi ere i 
soaks lasting (ruthva ( every generation oF readers, Revelation of s future tus 
ite niga readers ‘ 


‘i the evil fh the Univere. This crucial tensaqe of final hope war 
the Haceentary and is still needed by us today , z 


How to Read Revelation 


Revelation Is probably the most intimidating book ih the Bible. It packs In so many symbols and 
obscure details that most readers (ind themselves plagued by the sensation ‘hat they are missing, 


AIL new forms of writing seem intimidating at fint: for example, consider your vary first sclence 
fiction book, Glled with weird names and unearthly creatures, and foverned by its own rules of 
writhtg. Selene fection seems very strange until you learn the techniques used by virtually all 
sclence fiction weiters, Once you understand the form, it makes more sense. The same to 
Revelation, LUwill likely seem strange at fiest, because it uses techniques of symbolism visions 
not commonly used elsewhere in the New Testament, 

itis best to read Revelation one vision at a time, rather than all at once. The seven main visions 
give a view of similar events from different angles, 

1. The church on earth (1-3) 
2. The Lamb and the seven seals (4-7) 
Seven angels with trumpets (8-11) 
The church persecuted by Satan and the beast (12-14) 
The seven bowls of God's wrath (15-16) 
Judgment of Babylon (17-19;10), 
Final judgment and final victory (19:11 to end), 
Try to read completely through a vision, following the subtitles marked in the Bible text. 


As you read, look behind the visual symbols for the meaning they point to. fees pl atc 
does this tell me about Christ, about God, about the real meaning of history? t try to analyze 


details at first; just follow the main flow of thought. 
Keep in mind also the condition of the persecuted Christians who first received this book. They 


needed not a precise calendar of future events, but rather a word of encouragement A 

They needed faith that, no matter how things looked, God was in charge of history and good 

would ultimately triumph, Revelation prowiees this hope, for them and for us. 3 
Finally, a good Bible dictionary or commentary will clear up much of the confusion about 


Revelation 


PLANS FOR READING REVELATION ‘ 


PLAN 1: An Overview of Revelation in 3 Days 
UO Day 1. Read the Introduction to Revelation, then chapter 1 to see how John 


introduces this book. 
{J Day 2. Read chapter 12 as a sample of the writing contained in this book of 


visions, 
C Day 3. Read chapter 21 for a glimpse of the final end of the universe. 


PLAN 2: All of Revelation in 19 Days 
a 607080901010 120 30 40 15-160 170 18 
22 


something 
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me 
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REVELATION 1:1 


Prologue 

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 

him to show his servants what must soon take 
place, He made it known by sending his angel to 
his servant John, who testifies to everything he 
that is, the word of God and the testimony 
of Jesus Christ, ‘Blessed is the one who reads the 
words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who 
hear it and take to heart what is written in it 
because the time is near, 


Greetings and Doxology 


Hohn, 

To the seven churches in the province of Asiay 

Grace and peace to you trom him who is, and 
who was, and who is to come, and from the seven 
spirits! before his throne, Sand from Jesus Christ, 
who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the 
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth, 


saw 


“To the angeld of 


2 


men, that you have tested 
be apostles but are not, and have found them: 


false, 3You have persevered 
dured hardships for my name, rene 
grown weary. 
4Yet I hold this against shied Bada 
saken your first love. 
Hom ia you t 
the things 
pent, I =i pay to you and remove 
lampstand from its place. you have 
in your favor: You hate the practices aie 
Nicolaitans, which I also hate. sl ead 
Tels. who-has srucnicde} bias Renioehiam Ws 
Spirit says to the churches, To nin aa 
comes, | will give 
of life, which is in the paradise ot Gos 


To the Church in Smyrna 


8To the angel of the church in Sm; 


These are the words of him who is 
and the Last, who died and came to 
91 know your afflictions and : 
yet you are rich! I know 
who say they are Jews and are 
synagogue of Satan. Do not be 


To him who loves us and has freed us from our 
sins by his blood, ¢and has made us to be a king- 
dom and priests to serve his God and Father—to 
him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 


» is coming with the clouds, 
'y eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him; 
and all the peoples of the earth will mourn 
because of him. 


So shall it be! Amen. 


8‘lam the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord 
God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, 


the Almighty.” 


One Like a Son of Man 

91, John, your brother and companion in the 
suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that 
are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos 
because of the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus. 10On the Lord's Day I was in the Spirit, and 


ar poverty— 
t of those 


I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 
Uwhich said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and 
send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, 
Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and La- 
odicea.” 

12] turned around to see the voice that was 
speaking to me. And when | turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands, and among the lampstands 
was someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a 
robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden 
sash around his chest. !4His head and hair were 
white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes 
were like blazing fire. 15His feet were like bronze 
glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the 
sound of rushing waters. !6In his right hand he 
held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a 
sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the 
sun shining in all its brilliance. 

'7When I saw him, | fell at his feet as though 
dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and 
said; “Do not be afraid, I am the First and the Last. 
18] am the Living One; I was dead, and behold 1am 


“4 Or the sevenfold Spirit 13 Daniel 7:13 «20 Or messengers 


what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the 
devil will put some of you in 
you, and you will suffer phase AE rat 
days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, ‘ 
and I will give you the crown of life. 

"He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. He who 
comes will not be hurt at all by hese 
death. 


To the Church in Pergamum 
12”To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: 


These are the words of him who has the 
sharp, double-edged sword. 131 know where 
you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you 
remain true to my name. You did not re- 
nounce your faith in me, even in the days of 
Antipas, my faithful witness, who wae 
death in your city—where Satan lives. 

MNevertheless, I have a few things | 
you: You have people there who 


41 Or messenger; also in verses 8, 12 and 18 


reaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to ene 
tice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacri- 
ficed to idols and by committing sexual immo- 
rality. Likewise you also have those who 
hold to the teaching of the Nigolaitans, 1Re- 
pent therefore! Otherwise, 1 will soon come to 
you and will fight against them with the 
sword of my mouth 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches, To him who over> 
comes, | will give some of the hidden manna. 
| will also give him a white stone witha new 
name written on it, known only to him who: 


receives it 
To the Church in Thyatira 
“To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 


These are the words of the Son of God, 
whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose 
tect are like burnished bronze. 191 know your 
deeds, your love and faith, your service and 
perseverance, and that you are now doing 
nore than you did at first 

Nevertheless, | have this againstyou: You 
tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself 
a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads 
my servants into sexual immorality and the 
eating of food sacrificed to idols. 211 have giv- 
en her time to repent of her immorality, but 
he is unwilling. 22So | will cast her ona bed of 
suffering, and | will make those who commit 

adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they 
repent of her ways. 231 will strike her children 
dead. Then all the churches will know that I 
am he who searches hearts and minds, and I 
vill repay each of you according to your 
ds. 24Now | say to the rest of you in Thya- 
to you who do not hold to her teaching 
d have not learned Satan’s so-called deep 
secrets (I will not impose any other burden on 
you): Only hold on to what you have until I 

come 
2To him who overcomes and does my will 
to the end, | will give authority over the na- 

tions 

He will rule them with an iron scepter; 
he will dash them to pieces like 

pottery’@ 


just as | have received authority from my Fa- 
ther. 281 will also give him the morning star. 
2#He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. 


To the Church in Sardis 


3 “To the angel? of the church in Sardis write: 


These are the words of him who holds the 
seven spirits‘ of God and the seven stars. I 
know your deeds; you have a reputation of 
being alive, but you are dead. 2Wake up! 
Strengthen what remains and is about to die, 
for | have not found your deeds complete in 
the sight of my God. 3Remember, therefore, 
what you have received and heard; obey it, 


427 Psalm 2:9 "1 Or messenger; also in verses 7 and 14 


_ now part of modern Turkey. Religious war 


gels. “He who has an ear, ui 
the Spirit says to the chur Brink ssimocts' 7 


To the Church in Philadelphia + 


7"To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 


These are the words of him who is holy and ; 
true, who holds the key of David. What he 
opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no. 
one can open. 81 know your deeds. See, | have 
placed before you an open door that no one 
can shut. I know that you have little strength, : 
yet you have kept my word and have og aes 
denied my name. % will make those who are > 
of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to b 
Jews though they are not, but are liars—I will 
make them come and fall down at your feet — 
and acknowledge that I have loved you. 
10Since you have kept my command to endure — 
patiently, I will also keep you fromthe hourof = 
trial that is going to come upon the whole — 
world to test those who live on the earth. — 
lll am coming soon. Hold on to wh 
have, so that no one will take your crown. 


12Him who overcomes eee ee 


the temple of my God, Never again will he 
leave it. I will write on him the name of my 
God and the name of the city of my God, the 
new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of 
heaven from my God; and I will also writeon 
him my new name. He who has an ear, let 

him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 


To the Church in Laodicea 
14To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 


These are the words of the Amen, the faith- ~ 
ful and true witness, the ruler of God's crea~ — 
tion. 151 know your deeds, that you are neither 
cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the 
other! 16So, because you are lukewarm— 
neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you 


3:1 Churches in Strategic Areas 
The cities mentioned in chapters 2 and 3 were 
actual cities in the ancient world where a church 
existed. John listed them in the order in which a 
messenger on the road would have found them, 
starting with the chief city of Ephesus and then ~ 
circling back clockwise. The cities lie in what is 
jars 


their toll: none of the churches in these cities % 
survived. , 


©1 Or the sevenfold Spirit 


REVELATION 3:17 


out of my mouth. !7You say, ‘Tam rich; I have 
acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But 
you do not realize that you are wretched, piti- 
ful, poor, blind and naked. !81 counsel you to 
buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you 
can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so 
you can cover your shameful nakedness; and 
salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 

1sThose whom ! love I rebuke and disci- 
pline. So be earnest, and repent. 20Here I am! 
I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, I will come in 
and eat with him, and he with me. 

21To him who overcomes, I will give the 
right to sit with me on my throne, just as I 
overcame and sat down with my Father on his 
throne. 22He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches.” 


The Throne in Heaven 


After this I looked, and there before me was a 
door standing open in heaven. And the voice I 
had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, 
“Come up here, and I will show you what must 
take place after this.” 2At once I was in the Spirit, 
and there before me was a throne in heaven with 
soméone sitting on it. 3And the one who sat there 
had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rain- 
bow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne. 
4Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other 
thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four 
elders. They were dressed in white and had 
crowns of gold on their heads. 5From the throne 
came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of 
thunder, Before the throne, seven lamps were 
blazing. These are the seven spirits? of God. 6Also 
before the throne there was what looked like a sea 
of glass, clear as crystal. 

In the center, around the throne, were four liv- 
ing creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in 
front and in back. 7The first living creature was like 
a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a 
face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. 
8Each of the four living creatures had six wings and 
was covered with eyes all around, even under his 
wings. Day and night they never stop saying: 


“Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord God Almighty, 
who was, and is, and is to come.” 


9Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor 
and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who 
lives for ever and ever, !0the twenty-four elders fall 
down before him who sits on the throne, and wor- 
ship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay 
their crowns before the throne and say: 


11’You are worthy, our Lord and God, 
to receive glory and honor and power, 
for you created all things, 
and by your will they were created 
and have their being.” 


#5.6 Or the sevenfold Spirit 


in heaven or on earth or under the’earth ould 
open the scroll or even look inside it. 4l wept and 
wept because no one was found who was worthy 

to open the scroll or look inside. 5Then one of the 
elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has tri-—~ 
umphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven 
seals.” 

‘Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been 
slain, standing in the center of the throne, encir- 
cled by the four living creatures and the elders. He 
had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits? of God sent out into all the earth. 
7He came and took the scroll from the right hand of 
him who sat on the throne. 8And when he had 
taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty- 
four elders,fell down before the Lamb. Each one 
had a harp and they were holding golden bowls 
full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
9And they sang a new song: 


“You are worthy to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, 
because you were slain, 
and with your blood you purchased men for 
God ‘ 


from every tribe and language and people os 
and nation. 
10You have made them to be a kingdom and 
priests to serve our God, 
and they will reign on the earth.” 


Then I looked and heard the voice of many 
angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, 
and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encir- 
cled the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders. 12In a loud voice they sang: : 


rs 


“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, . 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 


strength 
and honor and glory and praise!” 


13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all 
that is in them, singing: 


presence of witnesses, predhng 
e of oper bie 

Thus in this vision, only the “worthy” creature is 
able to break the seal. 


Se 
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To him who sits on the throne and to the 
Lamb 
be praise and honor and glory and power, 
for ever and ever!” 


\4The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the 
elders fell down and worshiped. 


The Seals 


1 watched as the Lamb opened the first of the 
seven seals. Then | heard one of the four living 
creatures say in a voice like thunder, “Come!” 2 
looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its 
rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and 
he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest, 
{When the Lamb opened the second seal, I 


the third living creature say, “Comet” | looked, 


and there before me was a horse! its rider 
was holding a pair of scales hand, “Thea L 
heard what sounded like a voice the four 


living creatures, saying, “A quarté of fora 
day’s wages, and three quarts of barley for @ 
day's wages,’ and do not damage the oil and the 
wine!” 7 - 

7When the Lamb opened the fourth seal, | heard 
the voice of the fourth living creature say, 
“Come!” 1 looked, and there before me was a pale 
horse! Its rider was namted Death, and Hades was 
following close behind him. They were given 
power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, 
famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the 
earth, 


heard the second living creature say, “Come!” °When he opened the fifth seal, | saw under the 
4Then another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its altar the souls of those who had been slain because 
rider was given power to take peace from the earth —_of the word of God and the testimony they had 
and to make men slay each other. To him was maintained. !They called out in a loud voice, 
given a large sword “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until 


sWhen the Lamb opened the third seal, | heard you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge ‘. 


reek a choi (probably about a liter) 


*6 Greek a denarius 


A Startling Image of Jesus 
A helpless lamb—the mightiest of all creatures: 


| wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 


[72885 of Jesus abound in Revelation, and one way to study the book is to follow a single i : 
through the entire book. After his luminous appearance in the first chapter, Jésus is prese! 
as a king, a child, a warrior on a horse, the Lord of the whole earth, the husband of a bride. Of all 


the images, however, none is so startling and unlikely as the one in John’s second vision. Yet it 
takes hold and appears repeatedly throughout the book. a 
To set the stage for this vision, the book of Revelation uses more visual drama than a novel. 

Lightning flashes,-the sky growls, and awesome creatures encircle a lofty throne. Four of the 
creatures seem to symbolize the most impressive examples of all creation, for a common saying in 
those days went, 

The mightiest among the birds is the eagle. 

The mightiest among the domestic animals is the bull. 

The mightiest among the wild beasts is the lion. 

And the mightiest of all is man. 

4 


Only One Worthy 

A question resounds in the heavens, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” 
(5:2). In other words, who is worthy to unloose the next phase of history? No one can answer, 
much to John’s dismay. Not one of the four impressive creatures qualifies. 

But suddenly John sees another creature, a “Lamb, looking as if it had been slain’ (6:6). The 
image contains a great paradox. None of the majestic angels or elders or living creatures has the 
right to break the seals. Only a Lamb does—a helpless, slaughtered Lamb. 

John records a song of celebration (“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, 
because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God” (5:9]), a song later set 
to earthly music in Handel’s Messiah. And elsewhere in Revelation true believers are identified as 
being recorded in the ‘‘Lamb’s book of life.” : 

This powerful image resurfaces often in Revelation, a book of warfare between good and evil. 
Christ the king is also the Lamb, the one who died for us. His death on the cross, seemingly a 
great defeat, actually ushered in a decisive victory, for him and for us. Good was not destroyed; it 
triumphed. 

Life Questions: What meaning does the image of Jesus as a slain Lamb have for you? What are your 
favorite “pictures” or images of Jesus? 
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our blood?” !'Then each of them was given a white 
robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, 
until the number of their fellow servants and 


7from the tribe of 
from the tribe of Levi = 
from the tribe of Issachar 12,000, — 


brothers who were to be killed as they had been from the tribe of Zel 2,000, 
was completed. from the tribe of Joseph 12,000, 
12] watched as he opened the sixth seal. There from the tribe of Ben 12,000, 
was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like ie igethie. 
sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon The Great Multitude in White Robes 
13, i i 
turned blood red, !3and the stars in the sky fell to 9After this I looked and there before 


earth, as late figs drop froma fig tree when shaken 
by a strong wind. !'The sky receded like a scroll, 
rolling up, and every mountain and island was 
removed from its place. 

15Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the 
generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and 


was a 
great multitude that no one could it, from 
every nation, tribe, people an te r 
before the throne and in front of the | 
were wearing white robes and were holding 
branches in their hands, And they cried out ina 


every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of Feug voles Hie sal Sard Ens 

the mountains. |6They called to the mountains and “Salvation belongs to our God, ay ree 
the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of who sits on the throne, 

him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of and to the Lamb.” eg abe dy alata 


the Lamb! 17For the great day of their wrath has 
come, and who can stand?” * 


144,000 Sealed 


After this I saw four angels standing at the four 

corners of the earth, holding back the four 
winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blow- 
ing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. 7Then 
I saw another angel coming up from the east, hav- 
ing the seal of the living God. He called out in a 
loud voice to the four angels who had been given 
power to harm the land and the sea: 3”Do not 
harm the land or the sea or the trees until we puta 
seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” 
4Then I heard the number of those who were 
sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel. 


5From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed, 
from the tribe of Reuben 12,000, 

from the tribe of Gad 12,000, 
éfrom the tribe of Asher 12,000, 

from the tribe of Naphtali 12,000, 

from the tribe of Manasseh 12,000, 


_————_—_— 


7:1 Significant Numbers 

Numbers had a great symbolic significance in the 
Bible, and especially to the writer of Revelation. 
The most obviously symbolic numbers in 
Revelation are 4, 7, 12, and their multiples. 

The number 4 seems to stand for the created 
universe (four points of the compass, four winds of 
the earth), and thus the four living creatures 
represent all creation. In the Bible, the number 7 
denotes perfection or completion, probably 
because the Genesis creation account covers seven 
days. The 12 tribes of Israel in the Old Testament 
and 12 apostles in the New indicate that the 
number 12 stands for the church, or God's 
redeemed people from both Covenants. 

A number multiplied by 10’s, such as 144,000 
(12x12x10x10x10), suggests an indefinite but very 
large figure. Therefore, 144,000 may stand for the 
entire church throughout history. 


1A\l the angels were standing around the throne 
and around the elders and the four living crea- 
tures. They fell down on their faces before the 
throne and A worshiped God, saying: 


“Amen! tt 


Praise and glory. § yb, I 
and wisdom and thanks andh a 

and power and strength 

be to our God for ever and ever. 

Ament!’ 


13Then one of the elders: 
white robes—who are they, ai 
come from?” 

14] answered, “Sir, you know.” nant 

And he said, These are they who have come 
out of the great tribulation; they have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. !5Therefore, _ y 


“they are before the throne of God 
and serve him day and night in his e; 
and he who sits on the throne will spread his” 
tent over them. 
16Never again will they hunger; 
never again will they thirst, « 
The sun will not beat upon them, 
nor any scorching heat, 7 
\7For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be 
their shepherd; 
he will lead them to springs of living water. 
And God will wipe away every tear from 
eyes.” .: 


d me, “These in. 
where did they 


The Seventh Seal andthe Golden Censer 


8 When he opened the seventh seal, there was 

silence in heaven for about half an hour. 

2And | saw the seven angels who stand before 

God, and to them were given seven trumpets. 
3Another angel, who had a golden censer, came 

and stood at the altar. He was given much 

to offer, with the prayers of all the saints, on the 

golden altar before the throne, #The smoke of the 

incense, together with the prayers of the saints, 

went up before God from the angel's hand. 

the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the 


. Y Gee 


alia, and hurled Hon the earth) and there cane wae hues tip, @ Oe at thie 
peal of thunder camblings, Casher oO TWhtntog up. ane all the qreen arane wane 
arial an earthquake Te weaned angel sennded 

ore ihig Nhe a hy 


The Trumpets frown Me om 
eYhen the sewer angele whe had the aeven bled, "a third of the ty: 
wanes srapared to aound them, died, and a third of the 
PY he frst angel sounded hin tamper, and there WT he third HL pg 9 


came hail and fire noixed with blood, and it was great star, blaxing ee a torel, fall 
hurled-down upon the earth, A third of the earth — a third of the rivers and on he nae 


Why are there so many theortes explaining Revelation? . , ae 


‘ 

a.) Ore Bae rp: dio 
The locusts looked like horses prepared for battle. On their heads they wore something Whe 
of gold, and their faces resembled Hume faces. 9:7 th bby 


because John relied so heavily on symbols to expr 

Creatures covered with eyes and sprouting horns, 
hurtling into the ocean—such rich imagery excites fr 
interprets some symbols for us—'The seven stars are t 
(1:20)—and hints broadly at the meaning of others, such e four horsemen in 
many questions remain unanswered. For example, do the major visions describe « 
periods of history, or do they foretell the same events from different angles? 


os af le 
Look at the Broad Picture ‘ ha| 


his massive 
Guernica, he attempted to eee what had happened in war-ravaged Spain on April 28, 1937. He | 
created a work of art, not a pI junicate the tragedy at 
¥ y+ 4 fi 

In a similar way, John poetically renders human events so strange and climactic astobe = 
otherwise inexpressible. If he had wanted to, God could have revealed a precise of 
future events, But instead Jesus warned specifically against such speculation about the future. in _ 
keeping with that approach, Revelation does not so much outline future events as hint at the — ' 
cosmic significance that goes on behind history. , 

Readers new to Revelation should start by sewing scenes as a whole, looking for an overall 4 
meaning. The visions are like Jesus’ parables: each has a main thrust, and some of the details may + 
serve merely to dramatize or add literary fullness to the scene. No one can find the precise f. 
meaning behind every detail in John’s visions. Those who seek to explain each symbol eet al = 
may easily miss the meaning of the symbol as well as the grand emotional sweep of the 


Searching for a System $ 

Revelation will always attract scholars who search for the meaning behind each symbol. It is no 
easy undertaking: over 300 allusions to the Old Testament and an ‘ate system of symbolic 
numbers must be factored into any explanation. History has prone thousands of explainers 
wrong. People from every generation—especially in the hectic days around 4.o. 1000 and in the 
14th and 19th centuries—have insisted the end of the world was just around the corner. 

Today, some believe that Revelation’s symbols—statues that talk, fire coming from heaven, 
totalitarian economic control, massive changes in the earth and sea—come haunti dose to 
20th-century phenomena. The wholesale devastation of earth prophesied in the mi chapters 
seems eerily up-to-date. © 

Yet, calamities merely provide a backdrop to John’s main thrust: followers of Christ willbe 
made safe at last. "God will wipe every tear from their eyes,” he says (7:17). Much of Revelation 
remains shrouded in mystery, but the final results shine out clearly. 2 % 
Life Questions: Two potential dangers in reading Revelation (see Introduction) are avoiding it entir- ’ 
or getting obsessed with its details. Which danger are you most familiar with? Why do we nee” 
message of Revelation today? re 
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‘the name of the star is Wormwood.“ A third of 
the waters turned bitter, and many people died 
from the waters that had become bitter. 

~—The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a 

third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, 
and a third of the stars, so that a third of them 
turned dark. A third of the day was without light, 
and also a third of the night. 

—5As | watched, | heard an eagle that was flying 
in midair call out in a loud voice: ““Woe! Woe! Woe 
to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trum- 
pet blasts about to be sounded by the other three 
angels!” 

The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw 
“A star that had fallen from the sky to the earth, 
The star was given the key to the shaft of the 
Abyss. 2When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose 
from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace. The 
sun and sky were darkened by the smoke from the 
Abyss. 3And out of the smoke locusts came down 
upon the earth and were given power like that of 
scorpions of the earth. ‘They were told not to harm 
the grass of the earth or any plant or tree, but only 
those peop!e who did not have the seal of God on 
their foreheads. 5They were not given power to kill 
them, but only to torture them for five months. 
And the agony they suffered was like that of the 
sting of a scorpion when it strikes a man. During 
those days men will seek death, but will not find it; 
they will long to die, but death will elude them. 
7The locusts looked like horses prepared for bat- 
tle. On their heads they wore something like 
crowns of gold, and their faces resembled human 
faces. 8Their hair was like women’s hair, and their 
teeth were like lions’ teeth. 7They had breastplates 
like breastplates of iron, and the sound of their 
wings was like the thundering of many horses and 
chariots rushing into battle. 10They had tails and 
stings like scorpions, and in their tails they had 
power to torment people for five months. !!They 
had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, 
whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, 
Apollyon.? 
12The first woe is past; two other woes are yet to 
come 
“3The sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I 
heard a voice coming from the horns of the 
golden altar that is before God. !4It said to the sixth 
angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four an- 
gels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” 
15And the four angels who had been kept ready for 
this very hour and day and month and year were 
released to kill a third of mankind, 16The number 
of the mounted troops was two hundred million, 1 
heard their number 
17The horses and riders | saw in my vision 
looked like this: Their breastplates were fiery red, 
dark blue, and yellow as sulfur, The heads of the 


horses resembled the heads of lions, and out of 
their mouths came fire, smoke and sulfur, 8A 
third of mankind was killed by the three plagues of 


fire, smoke and sulfur that came out of their 
mouths. The power of the horses was in their 
mouths and in their tails; for their tails were like 


1 That in, Bitterness 
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»snakes, having heads with which th 


*11 Abaddon and Apollyon mean Destroyer 


a 


s in- 
jury. “hater 
20The rest of mankind that were hot 
these plagues still did not repent of the work 
their hands; they did not stop worshiping de- 
mons, and idols of gold, silyer, bronze, stone and 
wood—idols that cannot see or hear or walk. 2!Nor 
did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, 
their sexual immorality or their thefts. 


The Angel and the Little Scroll 


Then I saw another mighty angel, coming 
1 down from heaven. He was robed in a 


cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his face was 
like the sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars. *He 
was holding a little scroll, which lay open in his 
hand. He planted his right foot on the sea and his 
left foot on the land, 3and he gave a loud shout like 
the roar of a lion. When he shouted, the voices of 
the seven thunders spoke. 4And when the seven 
thunders spoke, I was about to write; but | heard a 
voice from heaven say, “Seal up what the seven 
thunders have said and do not write it down.” 

5Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea 
and on the land raised his right hand to heaven. 
6And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, 
who created the heavens and all that is in them, 
the earth and all that is init, and the sea and all that 
is in it, and said, “There will be no more delay! 
7But in the days when the seventh angel is about to 
sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be 
accomplished, just as he announced to his ser- 
vants the prophets.” } 

8Then the voice that | had heard from heaven 
spoke to me once more: ‘Go, take the scroll that 
lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing 
on the sea and on the land.” 

9So I went to the angel and asked him to give me 
the little scroll. He said to me, “Take it and eat it. It 
will turn your stomach sour, but in your mouth it 
will be as sweet as honey.” 101 took the little seroll 
from the angel's hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet 
as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my 
stomach turned sour. Then I was told, “You 
must prophesy again about many peoples, na- 
tions, languages and kings.” 


The Two Witnesses 


11 


9:20 Judgments for a Purpose 
Revelation records a number of severe judgments, 
in canes &, 9, —S It carefully pomitions the 
of these j nts; to convince 
Rurmankind that its rebeltion is futile an 
encourage it to repent. In this way, 
are similar to the 10 plagues against Egypt, Like the 
10 plagues, these judgments do not ultimately 
work, The failure of people to it makes 
ber the final jtcdament against the squrce of 
all evil. 


1 was given a reed like a measuring rod and 
was told, “Go and measure the temple of 


113 ‘That is, projections 


‘ 
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God and the altar, and count the worshipers there. 
2But exclude the outer court; do not measure it, 
because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will 
trample on the holy city for 42 months. 3And I will 
give power to my two witnesses, and they will 
prophesy for 1 260 days, clothed in sackcloth.” 
‘These are the two olive trees and the two lamp- 
stands that stand before the Lord of the earth. 5If 
anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from their 
mouths and devours their enemies. This is how 
anyone who wants to harm them must die. These 
men have power to shut up the sky so that it will 
not rain during the time they are prophesying; and 
they have power to turn the waters into blood and 
to strike the earth with every kind of plague as 
often as they want 
7Now when they have finished their testimony, 
the beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack 
them, and overpower and kill them. ®Their bodies 
will lie in the street of the great city, which is 
figuratively called Sodom and Egypt, where also 
their Lord was crucified. 9For three and a half days 
men from every people, tribe, language and nation 
will gaze on their bodies and refuse them burial. 
l0The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them 
and will celebrate by sending each other gifts, be- 
cause these two prophets had tormented those 
who live on the earth 
1But after the three and a half days a breath of 
life from God entered them, and they stood on 
their feet, and terror struck those who saw them. 
12Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying. 
to them, “Come up here.” And they went up to 
heaven in a cloud, while their enemies looked on. 
13At that very hour there was a severe earth- 
quake and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven 
thousand people were killed in the earthquake, 
and the survivors were terrified and gave glory to 
the God of heaven. 
14The second woe has passed; the third woe is 
coming soon 


The Seventh Trumpet 


\5The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and 
there were loud voices in heaven, which said: 


‘The kingdom of the world has become the 
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, 
and he will reign for ever and ever.” 


l6And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on 
their thrones before God, fell on their faces and 
worshiped God, !’saying: 


—_ LT 


11:1 Echoes from the Old 


Testament 

A full understanding of Revelation requires 
detailed study of such Old Testament prophets as 
Ezekiel and Daniel. John frequently borrows 
images from those books. For example, the passage 
here on the temple of God parallels Ezekiel 40. 
Similarly, many passages referring to kings and 
political empires are reminiscent of Daniel’s 
visions. 

_———_—_—_—— TT 


“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 


the One who is and who was, 
because you have taken your great power 
and have begun to reign. j 
i8The nations were angry; Pa gS 
and your wrath has come. 
The time has come for judging the dead, 
and for rewarding your servants the " 
prophets , me emttnds 
and your saints and those who reverence your 
riamey . sven ha tei 


both small and great— 
and for destroying those who destroy the 
earth.” AEN , 
Then God's temple in heaven was opened, 
and within his temple was seen the ark of his 
covenant. And there came flashes of lightning, 
rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a 
great hailstorm. oe ae 
The Woman and the Dragon oe 
12 A great and wondrous sign appeared in 
heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, 
with the moon under her feet and a crown of 
twelve stars on her head. 2She was pregnant and 
cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. 
3Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enor- 
mous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns 
_and seven crowns on his heads. His tail swept a 
third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to 
the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman 
who was about to give birth, so that he might 
devour her child the moment it was born. 5She 
gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all 
the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was 


snatched up to God and to his throne. 6The | 


woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for 
her by God, where she might be taken care of for 
1,260 days. 

7And there was war in heaven. Michael and his 
angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon 
and his angels fought back. 8But he was not strong: 
enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The 
great dragon was hurled down—that ancient ser- 
pent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the 
whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, 
and his angels with him. 

10Then | heard a loud voice in heaven say: 


“Now have come the salvation and the power 
> and the kingdom of our God, 
and the authority of his Christ. 
For the accuser of our brothers, 
who accuses them before our God day and 
night, 
has been hurled down. 
l1They overcame him 
by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testi 
they did not love their lives so mt 
as to shrink from death. 
12Therefore rejoice, you heavens 
and you who dwell in them! 
But woe to the earth and the sea, 
because the devil has gone dowr 
He is filled with fury, 


Yi. 


i 


REVELATION 12:13 
because he knows that his time is short.” 


‘When the dragon saw that he had been hurled 


to the earth, he pursued the woman who had giv- Pte Aes 
en birth to the male child, The woman was given ‘The Beast out of the Sea — 


the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly And | saw a beast 
to the place prepared for her in the desert, where ten horns and seven 
she would be taken care of for a time, times and horns, and on each 

halt a time, out of the serpent’s reach, Then from The beast Law leopard, but 

his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion, 
overtake the woman and sweep her away with the — The dragon gay beast 

torrent, IBut the earth helped the woman by 
opening its mouth and swallowing the river that 

the dragon had spewed out of his mouth, !7Then the fatal wound had been healed. The whole 

the dragon was enraged at the woman and went was astonished and followed the beast. 4Men wor- 
off to make war against the rest of her offspring— —_ shiped the dragon because he had given authority 


41 Some late manuscripts And I . 


A Look Behind the Scenes 
Christmas from heaven's perspective achat “a 


The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to &ive birth, so that he might devour her child 


the moment it was born. 12:4 . 
S many interpret it, chapter 12 describes Christmas day, but its point of view differs radically 
A from that of the Gospels. Revelation does not tell of shepherds, a crazed king bent on 


infanticide, and a stable; rather, it pictures a murderous dragon leading a ferocious scugeie hy q 
heaven. His attack when Christ was born launches a series of bloody rebellions against forces | . 


of good. 


Two Histories at Once $ . f 
The view of Christ's birth in Revelation 12 gives a glimpse into the pattern of the entire book. _ 

John is fusing things seen with things normally not seen. In daily life, two parallel histories occur 

simultaneously: one on earth and one in heaven. Revelation, however, views them together. It 

parts the curtain, allowing a quick look behind the scenes at the cosmic impact of what happens — 

on earth, “4 
Every inch of this planet is claimed by God and counterclaimed by Satan. We normally 

experience only the visible, everyday effects of this struggle. We feel it, for example, when we 

hat is right. But, as we are living out our 


make a choice between what we know is wrong and w 
lives on earth, the supernatural universe is simultaneously at war. Revelation draws the contrasts 


sharply: good vs. evil, the Lamb vs. the dragon, Jerusalem vs. Babylon, the bride vs. the 
prostitute. 


Is God in Control of History? 
Sometimes the “battle in the heavens” can break out into actual violence on earth, asitdid 
when Jesus came. Revelation was originally written to people who were facing extreme 5 wal) 
persecution from the Roman Empire. Revelation establishes that a war is being waged on this 
planet between good and evil, a war that reflects a larger struggle in the whole universe. But, no 
matter how it looks, God is in firm control of history. To first-century Christians, Rome was the 
arch-villain, and allusions to that empire crop up in these chapters..John asserts that Jesus Christ, 


not an emperor, determines the flow of history. . 
onward to a definite climax; history has meaning. Ultimately, even the 


Events are marchin 
Rend up fulfilling the plan mapped out for them by God. Pontius Pilate and _ 


despots of history wil 
his Roman soldiers demonstrated that starkly. They thought they ure getting rid of Jesus by 


crucifying him. Instead, they made possible the salvation of the world. : 
Life Questions: As Revelation tells it, events that appear tragic can work great good. Have you ever 


experienced that in your life? ~ 
é we 


er J 


eee eee 


ad we 
) 


A 


to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and 
asked, Who is like the beast? Who can make war 
against him? 

SThe beast was given a mouth to utter proud 
words and blasphemies and to exercise his author 
ity for forty-two months, ¢He opened his mouth to 
blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his 
dwelling place and those who live in heayen, 7He 
was given power to make war against the saints 
and to conquer them, And he was given authority 
over every tribe, people, language and nation. SAIL 
inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all 
© names have not been written in the book of 
slonging to the Lamb that was slain from the 
creation of the world 

%He who has an ear, let him hear. 


10]f anyone is to go into captivity, 
into captivity he will go. 
If anyone is to be killed? with the sword, 
with the sword he will be killed. 


This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness 
on the part of the saints. 


The Beast out of the Earth 


11Then I saw another beast, coming out of the 
earth. He had two horns like a lamb, but he spoke 
like a dragon. !2He exercised all the authority of 
the first beast on his behalf, and made the earth 
and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose 
fatal wound had been healed. 3And he performed 
great and miraculous signs, even causing fire to 
come down from heaven to earth in full view of 
men. !4Because of the signs he was given power to 
do on behalf of the first beast, he deceived the 
inhabitants of the earth. He ordered them to set up 


13:5 Forty-Two Months of Trials 
This mysterious number has prompted much 
speculation. Literally it means “a time and times 
and half a time” (see 12:4), that is, one year plus 
two years plus half a year, or three and a hal! 
years. It occurs several places in Revelation. Could 
it simply be half the perfect number 7, thus 
representing the age of the New Covenant (the 
time between the first and second coming of 
Christ)? Or does it refer to literal months: a brief ¥ 
but intense three-and-one-half year period of great 
persecution against the church? If so, did these 42 
months already take place during the Roman 
pessecutipts of Christians? Or are they still in the 
future? 


ee 


“8 Or written from the creation of the world in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain 


By rian ey fived given 
the and yet) 5 a 4 
to give breath To ie image ot tne Arak 

it could speak and ae all who d to 
ship the image to be k He also ¢ 
‘one, small and great, rich blah cdl free | ve, 
to receive a mark on his ri or on his fore- _ 
head, '7s0 that no one could buy or sel! unless | 


had the mark, which is the name of the beast or e 


, 


number of his name. 

WThis calls for . If anyone has 
let him calculate the ni of the beast, 
man’s number. His number is 666. . "4 


The Lamb and the 144,000 | Mt 
1 Then | looked, and fore me wan the 


for it 


live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, 
and people. 7He said ina loud voice, “Fear 
and give him glory, because the hour of his judg- 
ment has come. Worship him who made the heav- 
ens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 

8A second angel followed and said, “Fallen! 
Fallen is Babylon the Great, which made all the 
nations drink the maddening wine of her adulter- 
ies.” 

9A third angel followed them and said in a loud : 
voice: “If anyone worships the beast and his image 
and receives his mark on the forehead or on the 
hand, he, too, will drink of the wine of God's 
fury, which has been poured full strength into the 
cup of his wrath. He will be tormented with burn- 
ing sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of 
the Lamb. !1And the smoke of their torment rises 
for ever and ever. There is no rest day or night for 
those who worship the beast and his image, or for 
anyone who receives the mark of his name.” 
12This calls for patient endurance on the part of the 
saints who obey God's commandments and re- 
main faithful to Jesus. 

13Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write: 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now 
on.” 
“Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their 
labor, for their deeds will follow them.” » 


*10 Some manuscripts anyone kills 


REVELATION 14:14 
The Harvest of the Earth 
41 looked, and there before me was a white 
cloud, and seated on the cloud was one “like a son 
of man’’s with a crown of gold on his head and a 
sharp sickle in his hand. Then another angel 
came out of the temple and called in a loud voice to 
him who was sitting on the cloud, “Take your 
sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, 
for the harvest of the earth is ripe.’ 16So he who 
was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the 
earth, and the earth was harvested. 
'7Another angel came out of the temple in 
heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18Still an- 
other angel, who had charge of the fire, came from 
the altar and called in a loud voice to him who had 
the sharp sickle, “Take your sharp sickle and gath- 
er the clusters of grapes from the earth’s vine, 
because its grapes are ripe.” 19The angel swung his 
sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes and threw 
them into the great winepress of God’s wrath. 
20They were trampled in the winepress outside the 
city, and blood flowed out of the press, rising as 
high as the horses’ bridles for a distance of 1,600 
stadia. 


Seven Angels With Seven Plagues - 


1 I saw in heaven another great and marvel- 

ous sign: seven angels with the seven last 
plagues—last, because with them God's wrath is 
completed. 2And I saw what looked like a sea of 
glass mixed with fire and, standing beside the sea, 
those who had been victorious over the beast and 
his image and over the number of his name. They 
held harps given them by God 3and sang the song 
of Moses the servant of God and the song of the 
Lamb: 


“Great and marvelous are your deeds, 
Lord God Almighty. 
Just and true are your ways, 
King of the ages. 
4Who will not fear you, O Lord, 
and bring glory to your name? 
For you alone are holy. 
All nations will come 
and worship before you, 
for your righteous acts have been revealed,” 


5After this | looked and in heaven the temple, 
that is, the tabernacle of the Testimony, was 
opened. 6Out of the temple came the seven angels 
with the seven plagues. They were dressed in 
clean, shining linen and wore golden sashes 
around their chests. 7Then one of the four living 
creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden 
bowls filled with the wrath of God, who lives for 
ever and ever. 8And the temple was filled with 
smoke from the glory of God and from his power, 
and no one could enter the temple until the seven 
plagues of the seven angels were completed. 


The Seven Bowls of God’s Wrath 


1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple 
saying to the seven angels, ‘Go, pour out 
the seven bowls of God’s wrath on the earth.” 


14 Daniel 7:13 
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20 That is, about 180 miles (about 300 kilometers) 


+ 


2The first angel went 
on the land, and ugly and 
‘on the people who had the 
worshiped | his image. 


man, and every living thing in the sea died. 
‘The third angel poured out his bowl 
rivers and springs of water, and they became _ 
blood. 5Then I heard the angel in charge of the 
ei 


waters say: awe 


jah tip 
“You are just in these judgments, 7 
you who are and who. were, the Holy Se 
because you have so j 
6for they have shed the blood ohvouy saints and " 
prophets, ’ 
and you have given them blood to aaeet 
they deserve.” 


7And I heard the altar respond: 


“Yes, Lord God Almighty, 
true and just are your judgments.” = 


1 

8The fourth angel poured out his bow! on the 
sun, and the sun was given power to scorch 7 
with fire. ‘They were seared by the intense heat 
and they cursed the name of God, who had control 
over these plagues, but they refused to repent and 
glorify him. 

0The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the - 
throne of the beast, and his kingdom was plunged 
into darkness. Men gnawed their in ago- 

ny "land cursed the God of heaven because of their 

pains and their sores, but they refused to repent of 
what they had done. 

2The sixth angel poured out his bowl. on the 
great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up 
to prepare the way for the kings from the East. 
13Then I saw three evile spirits that looked like 
frogs; they came out of the mouth of the dragon, 
out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth 
of the false prophet. \4They are spirits of demons 
performing miraculous signs, and they go out to 
the kings of the whole world, to gather them for 
the battle on the great day of God Almighty. 

15“Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who 
stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so 
that he may not go naked and be shamefully ex- 
posed.” 

\6Then they gathered the kings together to the 
place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 

\7The seventh angel poured out his bowl into 
the air, and out of the temple came a loud voice 
from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 18Then there 


we 


16:16 The Battle of Armageddon. 
‘Rrmageddon has been the site of many military 
struggles in Israel’s ye historians 
estimate more wars have fought here than — 
any other location in the world. It * 
setting (or a for the final struggle between 

good and evil. 


£13 Greek unclean i 
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come fashen of lightning, rumblings, peale of 
1) 


thunder ai . No earthquake 
Uke it ha ied singe man has been on 
earth, wo tr in wan the quake. The great 
Oily Aplit into three party, and the cities of the 


nations collapsed. God remembered Babylon the 
Great and gave her the eup filled with the wine of 
the fury of his wrath. “8 very istand fled away and 


the mountain could net be found. 2From the sky 
huge hailstones of about a hundred pounds each 
fell upon men. And they cursed God on account of 
the plague of hail, because the plague was so terri- 
ble 


The Woman on the Beast 


One of the seven angels who had the seven 
17 bowls came and said to me, “Come) I will 
show you the punishment of the great prostitute, 
who sits on many waters, ?With her the kings of 
the earth committed adultery and the inhabitants 
of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her 
adulteries 
‘Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit 
into a desert. There | saw a woman sitting on a 
scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous 
names and had seven heads and ten horns. 4The 
woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was 
glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. 
She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with 
abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. 
‘This tille was written on her forehead: is 
MYSTERY 
BABYLON THE GREAT 
THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES 
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 


°l saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of 
the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony 
to Jesus - 
When I saw her, I was greatly astonished. 7Then 
the angel said to me: “Why are you astonished? I 
will explain to you the mystery of the woman and 
of the beast she rides, which has the seven heads 
and ten horns. 8The beast, which you saw, once 
was, now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss 
and go to his destruction. The inhabitants of the 
earth whose names have not been written in the 
book of life from the creation of the world will be 
astonished when they see the beast, because he 
once was, now is not, and yet will come. 
°*This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven 
heads are seven hills on which the woman sits. 
l0They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one 
is, the other has not yet come; but when he does 
come, he must remain fora little while. !!The beast 
who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. 
He belongs to the seven and is going to his de- 
struction 
2"The ten horns you saw are ten kings who 
have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one 
hour will receive authority as kings along with the 
beast. !3They have one purpose and will give their 
power and authority to the beast. {They will make 
war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome 


“2 Greek unclean 


hem because he is Lord of . 
and with him will be freee orp epe v4 : 


faithtul followers.” 


her 
eat her and burn her with fire. . 
Fine tee ace sue 
e to 
until Godt words are fulfilled. , 
saw is the great city that rules over the 
earth,” > 


“ 
eth e® 
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The Fall of Babylon ’ ; 


18 After this | saw another angel cc 

from heaven, He had great - i 
the earth was illuminated by his splendor. i. 
mighty voice he shouted: out pa i; 


“Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!’ = 
She has become a home for demons 
and a haunt for every evil spirit, = 
a haunt for every unclean and detestable he 


bird. 
3For all the nations have drunk = rane 
the maddening wine of her ddulteries. 
The kings of the earth committed adultery with 
her, 4 iw 
and the merchants of the earth grew rich 
from her excessive luxuries.” 


“Come out of her, my people, bec 
so that you will not share in her sins, 
so that you will not receive any of her 
plagues; ‘ * 
5for her sins are piled up to heaven, 
and God has remembered her crimes. 
Give back to her as she has given; 


pay her back double for what she has done. 
Mix her a double portion from her own cup. . 
7Give her as much torture and grief 
as the glory and luxury she gave herself. 
In her heart she boasts, > 


18:2 What Is Babylon? 
Many people believe Babylon coded 
substitute Yor Rotter tbe ly set oa fevee Ge 


disappear forever (18:21). 


: ic 
She wall be consumed by fire, ab 
ne maar sn ad eae ee 
© When the kings of the earth who committed 
adoltery with her and shared her 
smoke of her burning, they will weep mou 
over her. Terrified at her torment, they tan 


~ Woe! Woe, O great city, Pras 
© Babylon. city of power! . 
tm one hour your doom has came! 


Tour over her because no one buys their ca: 19 
amy more— Ucangoes of gold, silver, Ve 
Jet Goth: every sort of citron wood, and articles of 
every kind made of ivory, costly wood, bronze, — 
wen and marble; Nargoss of dnnamon 808 97 
of mcense, myrrh and frankincense, of 
alive oil, of fine flour and wheat; cattle and sheep; 
horses and carmiages; and bodies and souls of men. 
"They will say, The fruit you longed for is 
gone from you. All your riches and splendor have 
varushed. never to be recovered.’ !SThe merchants 
who sold these things and gained their wealth 
tram her will stand far off, terrified at her torment. The 
They will weep and mourn Hand cry out: 


‘Woe! Woe, O great aty, 
dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet, 


pearis! 
Dk In one hour such great wealth has been 
toe ee 


~ “Woe! Woe, O great city, 
where all who had ships on the sea 
became rich through her wealth! 
In one hour she has been brought to ruin! 
BWRejoice over her, O heaven! 
aa saints and apostles and prophets! 
God has judged her for the way she treated 
you” 
oT mighty angel picked up a boulder the lew eee wa 
axe ohn kage much Ad sd tec io he Sit) ee a. 


and said: 
“Wiath such violence 
“ine great city of Babylon will be thrown 
found 
never to be fi again. 
ZThe music of harpists and musicians, flute 
players and trumpeters, 
will never be heard in you again. 


mony of Jesus, Worship God! For the testimony of 
Jesus in the spirit of prophecy.” 


The Rider on the White Horse 

I saw heaven standing open and there before 
me was a white horse, whose rider js called Faith- 
ful and True. With justice he judges and makes 
His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his 
» many crowns, He has a name written on 
at no one knows but he himself. He is 
dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is 
the Word of God, The armies of heaven were 
following him, riding on white horses and dressed 
in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth 
comes a sharp sword with which to strike down 
the nations. “He will rule them with an iron scep- 
ter.“ He treads the winepress of the fury of the 
wrath of God Almighty. 16On his robe and on his 
thigh he has this name written: 


war 


KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 


17And | saw an angel standing in the sun, who. 


cried ina loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, 
‘Come, gather together for the great supper of 
God, l4s0 that you may eat the flesh of kings, 


generals, and mighty men, of horses and their 
riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, 


small and great.” 
19Then | saw the beast and the kings of the earth 
and their armies gathered together to make war 


15 Psalm 2:9 


received the 
worshiped his image. The two of them were — 
thrown alive Into tie ery like Pampas ope * 
21The rest of them were killed with the sword Ms & 


and all the birds forged on thar Best 
f & hess? 7 vi 

The Thousand Years — Se 
2 And I saw an angel ng down out of 
heaven, having key to the Abyss and 


holding in his hand a great chain. peed ee 
dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the 4 
Satan, and bound him for a \d years. He 
threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it 

from | s 


heads or their hands. They came to life and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5(The rest of 
the dead. did not come to life until the thoussnd 


oF a 


A Happy Ending after All 
The last word is the best news ofall = 


Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth. 21:1 wu % 
W: sense it at rare moments. We see the good, the beauty in new crops, in flowers, in rs 
sunshine, and even in rain. hey or 

This world may be full of pollution, war, crime, and hate. But inside us, all of us, linger 
remnants that remind us of what the world could be like—of what we could be like. The Old ~ 
Testament prophets dreamed of “that day,” when creation would be made new. And those 
sensations, following a dismal monotone of predicted catastrophes, burst out of the last few 
chapters of Revelation. That perfect world is not merely a dream; it will come true. 


A New World at Last 
There will be no more tears then, nor pain. Wild animals will frolic, not kill. Once again : 

creation will work the way God intended. Peace will reign not only between God and individuals, 

but between him and all creation. The kingdom comes out into the open. The City of God flings 


wide its gates. 
Revelation ends on a note of great triumph. Somehow, out of all the bad news augured here, 
good news emerges—spectacular Good News. To those who believe, Revelation becomes a book 


not of fear, but of hope. God will prevail. All will be made new. e 
The Bible began, back in Genesis, with a tragic defeat, when humanity, made in the im: of 
God, rebelled. It ends with a reunion—a marriage, Revelation calls it. There is a happy ending 


after all. 
Life Questions: \f you could design a perfect world, what would it look like? 
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REVELATION 206 A 


vears wore ended.) Then the Cot 
atthoxsedt and holy are those wht 7 pat 
Hent resurrection, The second death has ne 
over them, bat they will be prieata of ¢ 
Chirit and will req with hin far 
years. 
Satan's Doom hele, wT 
“When the thousand years are over, 
be released trom his privon fand will 
deceive the nations in the four conyers of 
Gog and Magog to gather them for bat 
number they are like the sand on the seasl 
*They marched across the breadth of the eart : 
surrounded the camp ot God's people, the city he 
loves. But fire came down from heaven and de» 
voured them, And the devil, who deceived 
them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, 
where the beast and the false prophet had been 
thrown. They will be tormented day and night for 


ever and ever 


The Dead Are Judged 

!Then | saw a great white throne and him who: 
was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his pres= 
ence, and there was no place for them, @And I saw 
the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened, Another bly 
was opened, which is the book of life. The dead 
were judged according to what they had done 4 
recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead 
that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the 
dead that were in them, and each person was 
judged according to what he had done. Then 
death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. 


20:3 The Millenium 
Christians interpret the thousand-year reign 
referred to here in a variety of ways: : 
1. Postmillenialism believes that the church itself 
will, through its expanding influence, bring about a 
time of peace and prosperity in preparation for the 
return of Christ. This view was far more popular in 
the 19th century, when people were optimistic 
about progress and the future. - 
2. Premillenialism believes that Christ will return 


to earth and reign here in person, ushering in a 
period of great peace. During this period, Satan 
will be bound up, but will lead a final revoltatthe 
end of the thousand years. 

3. Amillenialism interprets this passage much 
less literally. Some amillenialists hold that the 
millenium has already been going on, but the reign 
of Christ is taking place in heaven, not on earth. 
Others believe the church is establishing the 
kingdom of Christ now, between Jesus’ first and 
second coming. j 

Because so fitle information is given on the 
millenium, no one can be completely sure. Th 
“thousand year” patios eerie pean 
standing for a very period of ¥ 
all diflons agree that ultimately this om 
ood with jesus’ establishmemt of an eternal 
kingdom. 


#16 That os, about 1,400 miles (about 2,200 kilometers) uz 
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the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and 
the twelfth amethyst 2'The twelve gates were 
twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl, 
The great street of the city was of pure gold, like 
transparent glass 
21 did not see a temple in the city, because the 
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple, 
‘The city does not need the sun or the moon to 
shine on it, tor the glory of God gives it light, and 
the Lamb is its lamp. “The nations will walk by its 
light, and the kings of the earth will bring their 
splendor into it. On no day will its gates ever be 
shut, for there will be no night there, 26The glory 
and honor of the nations will be brought into it, 
Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will any- 
one who does what is shameful or deceitful, but 
only those whose names are written in the Lamb's 
book of life. 


The River of Life 


2 Then the angel showed me the river of the 
water of life. as clear as crystal, flowing from 


the throne of God and of the Lamb 2down the, 


middle of the great street of the city. On each side 
of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve 
crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And 
the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations. 3No longer will there be any curse, The 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, 
and his servants will serve him. 4They will see his 
face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 
5There will be no more night. They will not need 
the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the 
Lord God will give them light. And they will reign 
for ever and ever 

6The angel said to me, “These words are trust- 


22:1 Eden Regained 

The last two chapters of Revelation contain 
numerous parallels to the description of the 
Garden of Eden in the first three chapters of 
Genesis. Revelation describes a new creation that 
excludes all the things that spoiled Eden. There will 
be no night and no death. Satan will disappear 
forever, and nothing impure will enter the new 
city. People will walk with God again, just as they 
did in Eden. There will be no crying or pain. Once 
again humankind will rule over creation, this time 
with open access to the tree of life. Everything put 
wrong by human rebellion in Eden will be set right. 
In Eden, Adam and Eve were driven from the 
garden; in the new earth, they will see God’s face. 


a 


worthy and true, The Lord, the God of the spirit 
of the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants 
the things that must soon take place.’’ 


Jesus Is Coming, 


* Behold, | am coming soon! Blessed is he who 
keeps the words of the prophecy in this book.’” 


4L, John, am the one who heard and saw these 
things. And when | had heard and seen them, | fell 
down to worship at the feet of the angel who had 
been showing them to me, 9But he said to me, “Do. 
not do it! Lam a fellow servant with you and with 
your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the 
words of this book, Worship God!" 

WThen he told me, “Do not seal up the words of 
the prophecy of this book, because the time is 
near, !!Let him who does wrong continue to do 
wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let 
him who does right continue to do right; and let 
him who is holy continue to be holy,” 


12Behold, | am coming soon! My reward is with 
me, and I will give to everyone according to what 
he has done. }31am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 

14Blessed are those who wash their robes, that 
they may have the right to the tree of life and may 
go through the gates into the city. 1SOutside are 
the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexu- 
ally immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and 
everyone who loves arla practices falsehood. 

161, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you’ this 
testimony for the churches. | am the Root and the 
Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” 


The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let 
him who hears say, ““Come!”’ Whoever is thirsty, 
let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take 
the free gift of the water of life. 


fe 


181 warn everyone who hears the words of the 
prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to 
them, God will add to him the plagues described in 
this book. !9And if anyone takes words away from 
this book of prophecy, God will take away from 
him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, 


which are described in this book. 

20He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, 
am coming soon.” 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 


I 


21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s 


people. Amen. 


220 The precise identification of some of these precious stones is uncertain. +16 The Greek is plural. 


APPROXIMATE APPROXIMATE 
BIBLICAL AMERICAN * METRIC 
UNIT EQUIVALENT EQUIVALENT 
WEIGHTS 
talent (60 minas) 75 pounds 34 kilograms 
mina (50 shekels) 11/4 pounds 0.6 misarem : 
shekel (2 bekas) 2/5 ounce 11.5 grams 
pim 2/3 shekel) 1/3 ounce 7.6 grams 
beka (10 gerahs) V5 ounce 5.5 grams 
gerah 1/50 ounce 0.6 gram 
LENGTH 
cubit 18 inches 0.5 meter 
span 9 inches 23 centimeters 
handbreadth 3 inches 8 centimeters 
CAPACITY 
Dry Measure 
cor [homer] (10 ephahs) 6 bushels ' 220 liters 
lethek (5 ephahs) 3 bushels 110 liters 
ephah (10 omers) 3/5 bushel 22 liters 
seah (1/3 ephah) 7 quarts 7.3 liters 
omer (1/10 ephah) 2 quarts 2 liters 
cab (1/18 ephah) 1 quart 1 liter 
Liquid Measure 
bath (1 ephah) 6 gallons 22 liters 
hin (1/6 bath) 4 quarts 4 liters 
log (1/72 bath) 1/3 quart 0.3 liter 


The tigures of the table are calculated on the basis of a shekel equaling 11.5 grams, 
a cubit equaling 18 inches and an ephah equaling 22 liters. The quart referred to 
is either a dry quart (slightly larger than a liter) or a liquid quart (slightly smaller 
than a liter), whichever is applicable. The ton referred to in the footnotes is the 
American ton of 2,000 pounds. 


This table is based upon the best available information, but it is not intended to 
be mathematically precise; like the measurement equivalents in the footnotes, it 
merely gives approximate amounts and distances. Weights and measures differed 
somewhat at various times and places in the ancient world. There is uncertainty 
particularly about the ephah and the bath; further discoveries may give more light 
on these units of capacity. 


a 
Where to Find It 


(IN approximate order of occurrence) 


Creation, Genesis 1-2 
The first sin, or fall, Genesis 4 

Cain kills Abel, Genesis 4 

Noah and the ark, Genesis 6-9 

Sodom and Gomorrah, Genesis 16-19 

Abraham sacrifices Isaac, Genesis 22 

Jacob's ladder, Genesis 26:10-22 

Joseph and the coat, Genesis 37 tan 
Moses’ birth, Exodus 2 

Moses and the burning bush, Exodus 3 

Plagues on Egypt, Exodus 7=11 

The exodus, Exodus 12-13 

The Ten Commandments, Exodus 20 

The battle of Jericho, Joshua 6 

Gideon and the fleece, Judges 6-7 

Samson and Delilah, judges 13-16 

God calls the boy Samuel, 1 Samuel 1-3 

David and Goliath, 1 Samuel 17 

David and Bathsheba, 2 Samuel 11 

Elijah versus the priests of Baal, 1 Kings 18 

The miracles of Elisha, 2 Kings 4-5 

Jonah and the fish, Jonah 1 

Hosea and his adulterous wite, Hosea 1-3 ‘ 
Ezekiel and the dry bones, Ezekiel 37 

Daniel in the lions’ den, Daniel 6 

Cirthot Jesus, Luke 1-2 

Baptism of Jesus, Mark 1:9-11 

Temptation of jesus, Luke 4:1-13 

Jesus clears the temple, John 2:12-25 

The transfiguration of Jesus, Matthew 17:1-13 
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead, John 11:1-46 
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, Mark 11:1-11 
Jesus and the widow's offering, Mark 12:41-44 
The Last Supper, Luke 22:7-38 

Jesus washes his disciples’ feet, John 13:1-17 
Jesus at Gethsemane, Matthew 26:36-56 

Judas betrays Jesus, Luke 22:1-53 

Peter denies Christ, Luke 22:54-62 

The crucifixion, Matthew 26:57-27:66 
Resurrection and ascension, Luke 24 

Holy Spirit at Pentecost, Acts 2 

Stephen stoned, Acts 6-7 

Paul’s conversion, Acts 9:1-31 

Peter's escape from prison, Acts 12:1-19 

Paul and Silas in prison, Acts 16:16-40 


MIRACLES OF JESUS 


in biblical order 


Healing of individuals 
Man with leprosy, Matthew 8:1-4; Mark 1:40-44; Luke 5:12-14 


Roman centurion’s servant, Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10 
Peter's mother-in-law, Matthew 8:14-17; Mark 1:29-31; Luke 4:38-39 


o demon-possessed men from Gadara, Matthew 8:28-34 
aralyzed man, Matthew 9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26 


T 
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Two blind men, Matthew 9:27.31 
Man mute and possessed, Matthew 9:32-33 i 
Man blind, mute, and possessed, Matthew 12:22 _ 
Canaanite woman's daughter, Matthew 15:21-28 
Boy with epilepsy, Matthew 17:14-18 
Two blind men, Matthew 20:29:34 
Man with a shriveled hand, Matthew 12:9-13; Mark 3:1 
Man with an evil spirit, Mark 1:23-26; Luke 4:33-36 
Deat mute, Mark 7:31-37 + 
Blind man, Mark 8:22-26 
Bartimaeus, or one blind man, Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43 
Woman with bleeding, Luke 8:43-48 
Crippled woman, Luke 13:11-13 
Man with dropsy, Luke 14:14 
Ten men with leprosy, Luke 17:11-19 A 
The high priest's servant, Luke 22:50-51 
Royal official's son, John 4:46-54 
Man at the pool of Bethesda, John 5:1-9 
- 


Control of nature 
Calming of storm, Matthew 8:22-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25 

Feeding of 5,000, Matthew 14:1-21: Mark 6:35-44; Luke 9:12-17; John 6:5-15 “ 
Walking on water, Matthew 14:22-23; Mark 6:45-52; John 6:16-21 

Feeding of 4,000, Matthew 15:29-39; Mark 8:1-9 

Fish with coin, Matthew 17:24-27 

Fig tree withers, Matthew 21:18-22; Mark 11:12-14,20-25 

Huge catch of fish, Luke 5:1-11; John 21:1-11 

Water into wine, John 2:1-11 


Raising the dead 

Jairus’s daughter, Mark 5:22-42 
Widow at Nain’s son, Luke 7:11-15 
Lazarus, John 11:1-44 


PARABLES OF JESU 


in alphabetical order) 


Cancelled debts, Luke 7:41-43 
Cost of discipleship, Luke 14:28-33 

Faithful servant, Luke 12:42-48 

Fig tree, Matthew 24:32-35; Mark 13:28-29; Luke 21:29-31 
Good Samaritan, Luke 10:30-37 

The great banquet, Luke 14:16-24 

Growing seed, Mark 4:26-29 

Hidden treasure and pearl, Matthew 13:44-46 

Honor at a banquet, Luke 14:7-14 

Light of the world, Matthew 5:14-15 

Lost coin, Luke 15:8-10 

Lost sheep, Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:3-7 

Mustard seed, Matthew 13:31-32 

New wine in old wineskins, Matthew 9:16-17; Mark 2:21-22; Luke 5:36-39 
Net, Matthew 13:47-50 

Obedient servants, Luke 17:7-10 

Persistent friend, Luke 11:5-8 

Persistent widow (unjust judge), Luke 18:2-8 

Pharisee and the tax collector (publican), Luke 18:10-14 
Prodigal (or lost) son, Luke 15:11-32 

Rich fool, Luke 12:16-21 » bi 
Rich man and Lazarus, Luke 16:19-31 

Sheep and the goats, Matthew 25:31-46 

Shrewd manager (unjust steward), Luke 16:1-8 

Sower, Matthew 13:1-8,18-23; Mark 4:3-8,14-20; Luke 8:5-8,11-15 
Talents, Matthew 25:14-30 

Tenants, Matthew 21:33-44; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-18 

Ten minas (pounds) Luke 19:11-27 

Ten virgins, Matthew 25:1-13 

Two sons, Matthew 21:28-31 
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Unfruitful fig tree, Luke 13:6-9. 
Unmerciful servant, Matthew 18;23-34 

Watchful servants, Luke 12:35-40 

Wedding banquet, Matthew 22:2-14 

Weeds, Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 

Wise and foolish builders, Matthew 7:24-27; Luke 6:47-49 
Workers in the vineyard, Matthew 20:1-16 

Yeast (leaven), Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:20-21 


(in alphabetical order) 


Beatitudes, Matthew 5:1-12 
Bread of life; John 6:25-59 

Born again, John 3:1-21 

Discipleship, Luke 14:25-35 

Give to Caesar, Mark 12:13-17 

Good shepherd, John 10:1-21 

Golden rule, Luke 6:31 

Greatest commandment, Matthew 22:34-40 
Living water, John 4:1-26 

Lord’s prayer, Matthew 6:5-15 

Sending out the Twelve, Matthew 10 
Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7 

Vine and branches, John 15:1-17 

The way, the truth, and the life, John 14:5-14 
Wealth, Matthew 19:16-30 

Worry, Luke 12:22-34 


Ou tline of Old Testament 


outline omphasi¢es: broad historical perlads eather that spor itle events, 
depend on scholarly iaterpretation, are AP PLOT ALE, 


SOJOURN 
IN EGYPT 


+ GENESIS 


DIVIDED KINGDOM) 


PERIOD OF 
THE JUDGES 


D KINGDOM 


EXILE TO 
BABYLON 


+1 AND 2 KINGS 
ND 2 SAMUEL| 2 CHRONICLES 
4RONICLES | AND MOST PROPHETS | DANIEL 


Subject Guide 


The Subject Guide is not a “concordance” that sI 


hows where the Bible uses a certain word. 


Rather, it lists major subjects that may be of interest, along with the Bible Passages (not single 


verses, 


AARON — brother and spokesman for 
Moses; became the first high priest 
with Moses, Exodus 4:10-12:50 
made priest, Exodus 28-29 
his role with golden calf, Exodus 32 
ABEL — Adam's second son; murdered 
by his brother Cain 
life of, Genesis 4:1-9 
example of faith, Hebrews 11:1-4 
ABORTION — death of a fetus through a 
medical procedure 
penalty for harming fetus, Exodus 
21:22-25, 
unborn life important to God, Psalm 139 
AB! I — founder of the Jewish 
nation 
call of, Genesis 11:26—12:20 
life of, Genesis 11:26-25:11 
and Melchizedek, Genesis 14:18-24 


covenant with, Genesis 15,17 
? and Hagar, Genesis 16 
sacrifice of his only son, Genesis 22 
“Abraham,” p. 13 
ABSALOM — third son of David, by 
Maacah 


kills Amnon, 2 Samuel 13-14 
rebellion against David, 2 Samuel 15:1- 
19:8 
“Sin As a Cancer,” p. 272 
ADAM — the first man 
life of, Genesis 1:26-5:5 
fall of, Genesis 3 
Jesus as “second Adam,” Romans 
5:12-21; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22;42-57 
ADULTERY — sexual unfaithfulness of a 
married person 
Jesus’ views on, Matthew 5:27-32 
avoid, Galatians 5:13-26 
AFTERLIFE — see RESURRECTION 
HEAVEN, HELL 
AMBITION — strong desire for success, 
honor, or power (see also PRIDE, 
SERVANTHOOD) 
results of, Matthew 16:21-27 
of disciples, Mark 9:33-37; 10:35-45 
ANGELS — heavenly beings created by 
God 
assist people, Genesis 24 
execute judgment, Matthew 13:24-50 
deliver messages, Luke 1:26-38; 2:6-15 
serve in heaven, Revelation 8-9 


wee 


, usually) that speak to these subjects. Topics of pressing interest major 
been highlighted within the list. Altona we hevd tried to op a 


must necessarily be restrictive. Subjects like “Jesus” were i simply because of their 
size. The titles in quotes refer to Insights or Introd ah pais ss! 


have 
7 any list of subjects 


luctions on the subject. 


ANGER 


toward sin, Numbers 11:1-35; 


Jesus’ teaching 

can lead to sin, Ephesians 4:17-5:2 
be slow to, James 1:19-27 
as a 
Moses, Exodus 32:15-35 _ 

Jonah, Jonah 3-4 

Jesus, Mark 2:23-3:6 
“Five Dangerous Responses,” p. 556 


ANTICHRIST — an evil person or 


power; a false Christ, expected in the 
end times 
prophesied by Daniel, Daniel 11:36-45 
Jesus’ teaching on, Mark 13:1-37 
will be , 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 
qualities of, 1 John 2:18-23; 4:14 
visions of, Revelation 11-13 
ANXIETY 
overcome by trust in God, Luke 12:22-34 
subdued through prayer, Philippians 
4:49 


APOLLOS — an Alexandrian Jew who 


preached in Corinth 
with Priscilla and Aquilla, Acts 18:24-28 
followers of, 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 


APOSTLES -— title given to the followers 


of Christ who founded the ber 
church, especially the 12 disci and 
Paul 

commissioned, Matthew 28:16-20 

disciples called, Luke 5:1-11; 6:12-16 

replacement for Judas, Acts 1:12-26 

received Holy Spirit, Acts 2 


ARK OF THE COVENANT — the 


Israelites’ sacred chest containing the 
tablets of the law 
description of, Exodus 25:10-22 
represented God's power, 1 Samuel 4-5 
David returns it to jerusalem, 2 Samuel 
6:1-15; 1 Chronicles 13;15; 16:14 


Xpression such as 
music, dance, painting, sculpture, 
writing, architecture 


ordained by God, Exodus. SVs1-11; 35:30 
36:2 


excellence needed, Psalm 33:1-3 
ASCENSION — Christ's rising into 
heaven after the resurrection 

Luke 24:36-53; Acts 1:1-11 


ASSURANCE OF 
SALVATION 


certainty of God's forgiveness and love 
built on trust, Psalm 37 
through Christ, Romans 8 
produced by faith, 2 Timothy 1:8-12 
achieved by obeying God, 1 John 2:28— 
3:24 


ASTROLOGY — Secking information 
rr 


about human events from the stars 
(see also WITCHCRAFT) 

powerless, Isaiah 47:12-15 

Daniel discredits, Daniel 2 

ATONEMENT — payment for sin; 

associated with the Israelites’ Day of 
Atonement, when a blood sacrifice was 
made for the sins of the nation (see 
also SALVATION, JUSTIFICATION) 

Hebrew ritual of, Leviticus 16 

Christ as our, Romans 3:21-26; 
2 Corinthians 5:14-21; Hebrews 9; 
i Péter 2:22-25 


BAAL — god of the Phoenicians and 
Canaanites 
worshiped in Israel, 1 Kings 16:29-34; 
2 Kings 17:7-23; 21:1-9 
defeat by Elijah, 1 Kings 18 
“Why All the Fuss about Idols?” p, 328 
BACKSLIDING — departure from a life 
of faith in, and obedience to, God 
displeases God, Psalm 78 
forgiveness for, Revelation 2:4-5; 
3:2-3,15-21 
examples of: 
Solomon, 1 Kings 11 
Peter, Matthew 26:29-74 
BALAAM — man employed by the 
Moabites to curse the Israelites 
stopped by God, Numbers 22-24 
death of, Numbers 31:1-24 
“Whose Side Is Balaam On?” p. 136 
BAPTISM — a water ritual, used as a 
spiritual symbol (see also HOLY SPIRIT, 
JOHN THE BAPTIST) 
as sign of repentance, Matthew 3:1-12 
as sign of conversion, Matthew 28:16-20 
in the early church, Acts 8:26-39 


BARABBAS — criminal released by Pita 
instead of Jesus —_ : 
Set free, Matthew 27:11-26 
BATHSHEBA — committed adultery with 
David and later married him (see also 
DAVID, SOLOMON) 
Me ok 2 Samuel 11:1-12:25 
“Adultery and Murder,” p. 
BEAUTY” i " p. 267 


inner, 1 Samuel 16:1-13; 1 Peter 3:1-7 
of Bathsheba, 2 Samuel 11 
of Esther, Esther 2:1-18 

BEGG, 


ARS — see POOR 
BIBLE 


in praise of, Psalm 19:7-11; Psalm 149. »* 
instructs, 2 Timothy 3:14-17 he) 
act on, James 1:19-27 . 


BITTERNESS 


lingering resentment or anger 
avoid, Ephesians 4:29-32 
as sin, James 3:13-18 


BLOOD — used to represent the life of a 
creature, often in sacrifices or rituals of 
cleansing 

instructions to Noah about shedding, 
Genesis 9:1-6 

for purification of priests, Exodus 29 

in offerings to God, especially for sin, 
Leviticus 1,3,4 

BLOOD OF CHRIST — shed on the 

cross as Jesus died 

wine as sign of, in the Lord’s Supper, 
Matthew 26:27-29 

as payment for sin, Hebrews 9:11-28 

BODY OF CHRIST 

signified by bread in the Lord’s Supper, 
Mark 14:22-24 

as metaphor for church, 1 Corinthians 
12:12-31; “Lessons from the Human 
Body,” p. 989 

completely human, Hebrews 2:14-18 

BORN AGAIN — spiritual rebirth or 
conversion (see also CONVERSION, 
SALVATION) 

necessity of, John 3:1-21_ 
marked by holiness, 1 Peter 1:13-23 


CAIN — first son of Adam and Eve; 
murdered his brother Abel 
life of, Genesis 4:1-26 
CALEB — one of 12 spies sent by Moses 
into promised land 
report of, Numbers 13:1-14:38 
receives Hebron, Joshua 14:1-15 
CALVARY — a place outside Jerusalem 
where executions occurred 
Jesus crucified at, Luke 23:26-43 
CANAAN — land God promised to the 
Israelites; later called Palestine 
promised to Abraham, Genesis 15:12-21 ‘ 


Moses can't go in, Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Joshua conquers, Joshua 112 
CELIBACY — abstaining from marriage 
calling to, Matthew 19:4-12 
advantages of, 1 Corinthians 7:32-40. 
sired, 1 Timothy 4:1-5 


CHILDREN 
should honor parents, Exodus 20:12; 


Ephesians 6:1-4 
blessed, Mark 10:13-16 
CHRIST — see MESSIAH 
CHRISTIAN — name given to followers 
of Christ 
first called Christians, Acts 11:26 
how to become, Romans 10:9-13 
marks of, Galatians 5:22-26 


/CHURCH 


both the local assemblies of Christians and 
the worldwide community of 

believers 

early, Acts 2 


142-47; 4:32-37 


as body of Christ, 1 Corinthians 
12:12-28 

Christ’s relationship to, Ephesians 
4:7-16 

“When Everything Goes Wrong,’”” 
p. 986; “Paul’s Favorite Church,” 
p. 1019 


CIRCUMCISION — removal of the 
foreskin in males; established by God 
to signify his relationship with the 
Israelites 

sign of covenant, Genesis 17:9-14 

no longer necessary, Galatians 5:1-12 


COMFORT 


in grief, Psalm 23 

in trouble, Psalm 46; Romans 8:18-39 
when we sin, Psalm 103 

when afraid, Isaiah 41:8-20 

from Holy Spirit, John 14:1-4,15-27 
share with others, 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 


COMMUNION — see LORD’S SUPPER 
COMPASSION — to have pity and show 
kindness to another 
of God, Jonah 3 
of Jesus, John 11:17-44 
sign of faith, 1 John 3:11-24 
CONFESSION — an acknowledgment of 
the truth 
of Christ 
Peter's, Matthew 16:13-20 
Thomas's, John 20:24-31 
as Lord, Romans 10:9-13 
as Son of God, 1 John 4:2-3,13-16 


of sin: * 
David's, Psalm 51 . 
lost son’s, Luke 15:11-32 
to one another, James 5:16 
to God, 1 John 1: i 2 


CON ese os peop 


to eee Seem, 4:10-19 
to the world, James 4:1-10,17 
CONSCIENCE we Leeiato ese of one’s 
actions as either right or 
also CONFESSION, FORGIVENESS) 
pullty. Psalm 38. 
sensitive to others’, Romans 14; 
1 Corinthians 8; 10:23-11:1 


CONVERSION 


to turn away from sin and to God through 
and faith (see also 

PAUL, BORN AGAIN, SALVATION) 

result of God's love, Jeremiah 31:3-14 


of Paul, Acts 9:1-25; “Recruiting from 
the Opposition,” p. 947 

of a jailer, Acts 16:22-34 

become new through, 2 Corinthians — 
5:17-19 

by grace, Ephesians 2:1-10 


COURAGE 
Esther’s, “A Profile of 5 
Daniel's, “Kidnapped,” p. 
COVENANT — an agreement between 
two parties; a solemn promise or vow, 
especially between God and 
with Noah, Genesis 9:1-17 
with Abraham, Genesis 15; 17:1-14; 
“Abraham,” p. 13; “Promises, 
Promises,” p. 21 
with Israelites, Exodus 19:3-8,24; 
Deuteronomy 29; “The Covenant,” 
68 


Pp. 
with David, 2 Samuel 7:1-17 
new, 2 Corinthians 2:12-3:18; Hebrews 
8:7-13; 10:1-18 

COVETING — envious desire for 
something that belongs to another (see 
also ENVY, GREED) 

commandment on, Exodus 20:17 

result of, James 4:1-10 

CREATION 

account of, Genesis 1-2 

God revealed through, Psalm 19:1-6; - 
Romans 1:18-23 

God's delight in, Psalm 104 

God's wisdom in, Proverbs 8:12-36 

Christ's work in, John 1:1-14; Colossians 
1:15-17 
“The Beginning,” p. 

CROSS — means % ‘which Jesus died; 
also used as a metaphor for 
self-sacrifice 

take up your, Mark 8:31-9:1 


" p. 429 


Jesus’ cruciiixion on, Luke 24) 2649 

The Killing ofa King p. WA9) “The Day 
of Execution,” p. O71) “Vinal Glimpoes 
Of Josus,” pp, A099 

CULTS = see TALSE THACHERS 


DANCING 
David before the ark, 2 Samuel 6:12625 
in worship, Psalm 150 
in celebration, Luke 15; 22.27 
to manipulate, Matthew 14:1-42 
DAVID — Israel's greatest king; 
associated with many of the Psalms 
(see also JONATHAN, SAUL) 
life of, 1 Samuel 16-1 Kings 2 
chosen king, 1 Samuel 16 
and Goliath, 1 Samuel 17 
conflict with Saul, “A Sense of God's 
Timing,” p. 250 
as king, “The Life of King David,” p, 258; 
A Family Record,” p, 347 
God's promise to, 2 Samuel 7 
and Bathsheba, 2 Samuel 11-12; 
“Adultery and Murder,” p. 267; “Sin As 
a Cancer,”’ p. 272 
confession of, Psalm 51; “David Caught 
in the Act,” p, 492 
DAY OF THE LORD — a common Old 
Testament phrase for God's final 
victory over evil 
“Beyond Darkness,” p. 800 


DEATH 


physical: 
unprepared for, Luke 12:13-21 
victory over, 1 Corinthians 15 
spiritual: 
to self, John 12:23-26 
to sin, Romans 6:1-23 
of Jesus (see CROSS, BLOOD OF 
CHRIST) 
“A Matter of Life and Death,” p. 566 


DEBORAH — one of Israel's greatest 
judges and a prophetess 
delivers Israel, Judges 4 
song of, Judges 5 
DEBTS (see also FORGIVENESS, LORD'S 
PRAYER) 
compassion to debtors, Exodus 22:25-27 
pay promptly, Romans 13:8-10 
DELILAH — see SAMSON 
DEMONS — powerful evil spirits that can 
possess a person (see also EVIL) 
cast out, Matthew 8;28-34 
ignore teaching of, 1 Timothy 4:1-10 
DEVIL — see SATAN 
DISCIPLESHIP — the act of following 
and learning from a teacher, especially 
Jesus 
cost of, Luke 14:25-34 


«evidence of, John V6 447 
pene love, Hy We 7 
Inetructs, correcay. Oe OM ee 


by parents, Proverbs 2b 4bZ4; Ww 
iaive Children” pe 


God, WNebrews 1Z:444 ir, 
pibcotnae, (800 aloo 
COMFORT) 


overcoming, Peale 42; TITANS; 
John 14:1-27; 


27; 2 fi 
7-2 Melby; “Vor the Discouraged 
» ION, 


DIVORCE 


Mosaic law on, Deuteronomy 24: 
Jesus’ ya | On, Dhatthew "oie, “ 
Mark 10:21 


Paul's teaching on, 1 Corinthians 7-16-16 


(see also FAITH) 
of Sarah, Genesis 18:1-15, 
of Moses, Exodus 4:1-17 


of Gideon, judges 6 

of Peter, Matthew 14:22-32 
overcoming, Mark 914-29 

of John the Baptist, Luke 7:18-23 
of Thomas, John 20:24-31 


e ‘eted by Joseph, Genesis 37,41 - 
interpr yi ee. 
false prophecy through, Jeremiah 

23:25-32 
interpreted by Daniel, Daniel 2, 4 
at the birth of Jesus, Matthew 2 
DRINKING — see WINE, SELF-CONTROL 


EARTH (see also STEWARDSHIP) 
created by God, Genesis 1:1-25 
care for, Genesis 1:26-31 
exhibits God's love, Psalm 33:1-11 
new, 2 Peter 3:3-13; Revelation 21:1-22:5 
“The Beauty of Nature,” p.517; “A 
Happy Ending after All,” p. 1099 
ELI — a priest and judge of Israel 
life of, 1 Samuel 1-4 
ELIJAH — Israelite prophet well known 
for his confrontation with the priests of 
Baal (see also BAAL, ELISHA) 
life of, 1 Kings 17-19 
with Baal, 1 Kings 18:1646; “The 
Contest,” p. 304 
at transfiguration, Luke 9:28-36 
“Replacing a Legend,” p. 318. 
ELISHA — prophet who succeeded Elijah 
life of, 2 sn 2-13 
and dead child, 2 Kings 4:8-37 
heals Naaman, 2 ie 5:1-27 
“Replacing a Legend,” p. 318 
ENEMY 


love for, Luke 6:27-36 
“Cries from the Heart,” p. 466; “What 
about Curses?” p, 534 
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ENVY (see also JEALOUSY, GREED) 
of Joseph by brothers, Genesis 37 
trouble from, James 3:13-4:10. 

ESAU — son of Isaac and Rebecca; elder 

brother of Jacob 

Jacob cheats, Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1— 
28:9 

forgives Jacob, Genesis 33 


/ETERNAL LIFE 


life everlasting with God, which begins at 
conversion (see also BORN AGAIN, 
CONVERSION, SALVATION, 

| HEAVEN) 

| in Psalms, “Life after Death,” p. 474 

| to inherit, Matthew 19:16-30 

| through rebirth, John 3:1-21 

| 


gift of God, Romans 6:15-23 
assurance of, 1 John 5:1-15 


EVANGELISM — telling and living the 
good news of Christ's salvation (see 
also MISSIONS) 

call to, Matthew 28:16-20. 
gift of, Ephesians 4;1-16 
EVE — the first woman 
life of, Genesis 1:26-5:2 
temptation of, Genesis 3 
EVIL (see also SATAN, SIN) 
introduction of, Genesis 3:1-24 
repent of, Jeremiah 18:1-12 
problem of, Job 1-42; “The Song of the 
Cross," p. 477; “The Problem of Evil,”” 
p. 796 
battle with good, “A Look behind the 
Scenes,” p. 1094 

EXORCISM — freeing another from 

demons, evil spirits 
by false prophets, Matthew 7:15-23 
by Jesus, Matthew 8:28-34 

EZRA — a leader of the Jews who 
returned from exile 

life of, Ezra 7-10, Nehemiah 8, 12 

“Ezra, a Man of the Heart,” p. 410 


‘FAITH 


| trust and reliance on God 

live by, Matthew 6:25-34 

necessary for salvation, Romans 3:21- 
5:11 

heroes of, Hebrews 11; 
Faith?” p. 1056 

shown by deeds, James 2:14-26; 
“Words Are Not Enough,” p. 1059 

“When Faith Grows Weary,” p. 816; 
“Time to Decide,” p. 1047 


“What Is True 


FALSE 
“Battlin, 
from 


tom tn Pt na be 4 


Guests,” ae Watch 
FAME Pp. Veet Guay p 1082 


transience of, Isaiah 14:9-20 see 

unreliability of, 1 oe 33: W-32 

unimportant, 1 Corinthians 3:1-23 
FAMILY. 


relationships within, 5521-624; P 
“Family Battles,” Pp. 

of God, “For the p. 1010 

|ASTING — abstinence from food oF 


for spirit 
true, Isaiah 58 x 
Jesus’ teaching on, Matthew 6:16-18 - 
disciples’, Acts 13:1-3; 14:23 


fright or alarm; also reverence and awe 


conquering, Isaiah 51:7-16 
do not, Jeremiah 1:4-19; Luke 12:4-12 
comfort in times of, John 14 
“Unlikely Leaders,” p. 210; “Five 
Dangerous Responses,” p. 556 


FELLOWSHIP 
in church, Ephesians 4:17-5:21 
with God, 1 John 1 
FESTIVALS — annual periods of worship 
in Israel, such as Passover 
described, Exodus 12; Leviticus 23:4-43; 
eae} 16; “In Celebration of 
God,” 
Pascivans ‘Independence Day, “p. 0 
FLATTERY 


displeases God, Psalm 12 
FOOD 
glorify God through, 1 Corinthians 10:23 
11:1 
as god, Philippians 3:19 
FORG! 
for sins, Psalm 130 
how often, Matthew 18:21-35 - 
through Christ, Colossians 226-15; 
“A Modern Peace Child,” p. 968 
examples of: 
Joseph, Genesis 45:1-15; 50:15-21 
Jesus, Luke 23:2649 
in church, 2 Corinthians 2:5-11 
FREEDOM 


from law, Romans 8:1-17 
in Christ, Galatians 4:21-5:26; 
“Legalism,” p. 1007 


Seair s 


~ 


FRIENDSHIP 


faithfulness in, Proverbs 27:6,10,17 
importance of, Ecclesiastes 4:7-12 
with the world, James 4 
examples of: 
Ruth and Naomi, “A Rare Bond of 
Love,” p. 226 
David and Jonathan, 1 Samuel 20 
Jesus with Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, 
John 11:1-44 


FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 
defined, Galatians 5:16-26 
FUTURE (see also SECOND COMING) 
preoccupation with, Matthew 6:25-34; 
Luke 12:13-48 
uncertain, James 4:13-17 
“A Glimpse of Things to Come,” p. 634; 
“A Happy Ending after All,” p. 1099 


GABRIEL — an angel who carried 
messages from God 
with Daniel, Daniel 8, 9 
with Zechariah, Luke 1:5-25 
with Mary, Luke 1:26-38 
GARDEN OF EDEN 
God created, Genesis 2:8-17 
expulsion from, Genesis 3 
GIDEON — a warrior and leader of Israel 
life of, Judges 6-8 
“Unlikely Leaders,” p. 210 
GIFTS — special abilities given to 
believers through the grace of God 
stewardship of, Matthew 25:14-30 
use of, Romans 12:3-8 
desire for, 1 Corinthians 12-14 
God distributes, Ephesians 4:7-13 
GIVING 
in secret, Matthew 6:14 
generous, 2 Corinthians 8-9; “Don’t 
Forget the Poor,” p. 1000 
GOD 
his creativity, Genesis 1-2 
his name, Exodus 3 
his love, Psalm 23 
his transcendent holiness, Isaiah 40; 
The Book of Purification,” p. 87; 
Seeing the Unseen God,” p. 700 
his revelation in Jesus, John 1:1-18; 
Colossians 1:15-23 
GOLDEN RULE 
Jesus gives, Luke 6:27-36 
GOSPEL — the “good news”; 
message of Christianity 
not ashamed of, Romans 1:16-17 
account of, Colossians 1:3-23 
GOSSIP 
error of, Romans 1:29; 2 Corinthians 
12:20 


Verbal Dynamite,” p. 553 


the 


contronting, Exodus 5-14; * 
12:1-14; 1 Kings 21 sabes 
civil | Acts $1742 


disobedience 
sinthe: Hands of fyantal p. 754 
“in ti “at — 
GRACE — the undeserved ive at ee 
salvation God gives Li, 
parable of, Luke 15:11-31 
Bags Son iieeaaa 7. 
jor salvation, o 2 ae eet | 
GREED ga f 5 4 & 


futility of, Ecclesiastes 5:6-6-12 


evil of, 1 Timothy 6:3-10; James 5:1-6 
GRIEF — see DISCOURAGEMENT, 
COMFORT ~ 
GUIDANCE 4 
from God's Word, Psalm 119 
from God, Psalm 139 in 
from Holy Spirit, john 16:5-16 


GUILT 


(see also CONFESSION, BACKSLIDING, 
FORGIVENESS) 


overwhelmed by, Psalm 38 
acknowledging, Psalm 51 
relief from, 1 John 1:5-2:2 


HAPPINESS 
Jesus’ teaching on, Matthew 5:1-12 
through servanthood, John 13:1-17 - 
always, Philippians 4:4-9 

HEALING 


prayers for: ; 
answered, 1 Kings 17:7-24; 2 Kings 5 
not answered, 2 Samuel 12:15-25; 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 : 
by Jesus, Matthew 8:1-17; Luke 4:38-41 ’ 
by disciples, Acts 5-12-16 
encouraged, James 5:13-18 

HEART — the center of a person; that 
which gives direction to a 
God knows, 1 Samuel 16:1-1 
cleansing of, Psalm 51 - 
leads to action, Matthew 12:33-37 


HEAVEN 


a place of perfect happiness and eternal 
communion with God 
treasure in, Matthew 6:19-24 


for righteous, Matthew 25:31-46 

citizenship in, Philippians 3:12-4:41 

inhabitants of, Hebrews 11 

“Life after Death,” p. 474; “A Happy 
Ending after All,” p. 1099 


HELL « place of eter Hal PUN Ment 
anid SOFTOW 
fo avout, Matthew $otbaid) Romans 
able 
for evildoers, Matthew That WO Medd 
Jwoihment it, 2 Thessalonians ttt? 
ti op) others from, Jude 124 
HEROD 
Palestine 
the Great, Matthew 2 
Antipas, Matthew Totet2 
Agrippa 1 Acts 1et2t 
HEZERIAH king of ludah for 29 
years, ceopened the temple his father 
had closec 
life of, 2 Kings 1820 
restores worship, 2 Chronicles 20-41 
crisis with Isaiah, Isaiah 4639 
HOLY — separated or set apart for God 
God's character, Psalm 99 
imitate God's holiness, Ephesians 4:17 
Sl 
The Book of Purification,” p. 87; 
National Reminders,” p. 122 


ro 
HOLY SPIRIT 
the third person of the Trinity; also known 
as the Comforter, who is active in 
the lives of believers (see also 
FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT) 
comfort from, John 14:15-31 
work of, John 16:5-16 
the coming of, to the disciples, Acts 2 
life through, Romans 8:1-17 
in Christians, 1 Corinthians 2:6-16 
“The Secret to the Early Church,” 
p. 939 


name of a tine of rulers of 


HOMOSEXUALITY 
result of sin, Romans 1:18-32 
listed as sin, 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 
1 Timothy 1:9-11 
HONESTY 
God desires, Psalm 15 
HOPE 
without disappointment, Romans 5:1-11 
in Christ, Colossians 1:3-27 
“A Time for Hope,” p. 374; “A New 
Song,” p. 616 
HOSPITALITY 
Jesus’ words on, Luke 14:12-14 
responsibility of, Romans 12:13; 1 Peter 
4:9 
“Undesirable Guests,” p. 1079; 
‘Guidelines for Hospitality,” p. 1081 
HUMAN BEINGS 
creation of, in the image of God, 
Genesis 1:26-31 
glory of, Psalm 8 
“Where We Came From,” p. 7 
HUMILITY 
encouraged, Romans 12:1-21; 1 Peter 
5:5-7 
of Christ, Philippians 2:1-11 


HUSBAND 
duty to wife, 1 Corathiane 71465 
should love his wite, Ephevlane 625-54 


HYPOCRISY 


avoid, Matthew 6)1-24 
described, Matthew 25 
“A Deceittul Man in God’s Familyt” 

p. 26; “Letting the Inside Match the 
Outside,” p, 629 


IDOLATRY — the worship of idols; 


putting something before God ? 
commandment against, Exodus 20:36 
emptiness of, Isalah 44:6-23 
greed is, Colossians 3:5 
The Contest,” p. 304; “Why all the Fuss 
about Idols?” p. 328; “Idolatry,” p. 659 
INCEST — sexual relattons with a family 


member 
forbidden, Leviticus 18: 1-18 
INFERTILITY 
Sarah's, Genesis 18:1-15 
Hannah's prayer concerning, 1 Samuel 
Asde2s11 
ISAAC — only son of Abraham by Sarah; 
born miraculously in their old age 
birth predicted, Genesis 18:1-15 
as sacrifice, Genesis 22;1-19 
marries Rebecca, Genesis 24 
blesses sons, Genesis 27 
death of, Genesis 35:16-29 
ISRAEL — name God gave to Jacob; the 
father of the Israelite nation (see also 
JACOB) 
given name, Genesis 32:22-32 
twelve sons of, Genesis 49 
ISRAEL — nation of God’s chosen 
Fee composed of 12 tribes; its 
istory makes up much of the Old 
Testament 
future of, Romans 11 
“Catastrophes Through God's Eyes,” 
p. 599 


JACOB — son of Isaac and Rebekah; 
younger brother of Esau (see also 
ISRAEL) 

life of, Genesis 25-49 

steals birthright, Genesis 25:19-34 

steals blessing, Genesis 27 

dream of, Genesis 28:10-22 

wrestles God, Genesis 32 

“A Deceitful Man in God's Family?” p. 26 

JAMES — son of Zebedee; an apostle 
and brother of apostle John 

call of, Matthew 4: 18-22 
at transfiguration, Matthew 17;1-13 


JEALOUSY 
ot Gael, Dewteronarny 3221522 
deters people, 1 Corinthians 3:1.23 
tag Damgeres Responses, Se 
FERICRO — of near the O S 
dewtrowed Dy Joshea and biter rebuilt 
al of Joshes 3513-427 
tes Dealings There, Matthew NEI 
FERUSALEM — canta! of bree! anda 
Symnho! tor a spertual homme as well; 
omer cated Dom oF the city of God 
Oud Capteres, 2 Samuel 5-4 
dat there, 2 Chronktes 37 
Sviomans, 2 Chromicies 
> ~A City im Rules,” p 68 
redaiidimg of teeaple, Ezra 3 
jous wees Over, Luke T2845 
bethplace of Chrstian church, Acts 2 
ISRAEL 
The Reape Who Refuse to 


wars Strugeie with: “The 

> Beng 2 Chrstan.” p. 93 
pace sor. Romans S-11; 
ow 9 Paul.” p. S74 
.ORN THE APOSTLE — one of three 


JOEN THE a — forerunner of 


JOY 


in salvation, tsaiah 12 

for repentance, Luke 15 

fruit of Spirit, Galatians 5:13-26 

nm suftering, James 1:2-18; 1 Peter 
4:12-19; “Like a Joy-filled Musical,” 
p. 875; “Cheerful Sounds from a jail 
Cell,” p. 1016 


hed veieerapaiiee oti a> — 


JUDGING OTHERS = 
jesus’ words on, TS 
with |. ames 221-13 
final, Matthew 24:36-25:46 


p.% 
after exile, “A People of the Book,” 


p.42 
love for, “A Love Poem to God's Law," 


p. 526 


fulfillment of, Matthew 5:17-48_ 
in hearts, Hebrews 8 


— Character in story Jesus told 


and the rich man, Luke 16:19-31 


Warnings against, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 


The Problem with Laziness, 5 
LEADERSHIP Ret 
following, Hebrews 13:9-17 
Ss Of, 1 Timothy 3:1-10 
Moses’ Shoes,” p. 196; “What 
Leadership Requires,” Pp. 230; "A Man 


of Action,” p. 415 
LEVITE — a descendant of Levi who 
served God and worked in the temple. 
(Priests were Levites, but not all Levites 
were priests. Some Levites had lesser 
duties.) 
duties established, Numbers 3, 
1 Chronicles 23-24 
LIFE 
shortness of, Psalm 39 
saving your, Matthew 16:24-28 
eternal, John 3:16-21; 6:25-69 
living water, John 4:1-26 
Lite after Death,” p.474; “A Matter of 
Lite and Death,” p. 566 ‘ 
LIGHT 
of the world, Matthew 5:14-16 
Jesus as, John 1:1-18 
LION 
Samson kills, Judges 14 
Daniel in den, Daniel 6 
Christ as, Revelation 5:1-5 
LONELINESS 
cry of, Psalm 22 
experienced by: 
Jesus, Matthew 26:36-46 
Paul, 2 Timothy 4:16-18 
LORD'S PRAYER 


taught, Matthew 6:5-15 
LORD'S SUPPER — a ritual sharing 
bread and wine; also called 
communion and Eucharist 
sesuS began, Luke 22:7-23 
instructions concerning, 1 Corinthians 
11:17-34 
LOT — nephew of Abraham who settled 
in the land near Sodom 
parts with Abram, Genesis 13 
in Sodom, Genesis 18:16-19:38 


‘LOVE 


between man and woman, “Whom 
Should You Marry?” p. 545; “An 
intoxicating Love,” p. 578 

of God for his people; “A Lover’s 
Quarrel,” p. 646 

commanded, Mark 12:28-34 

described, 1 Corinthians 13 

fruit of Spirit, Galatians 5:13-26 

of the world, 1 John 2:15-17 

God is, 1 John 4:7-21 


LUST — intense desire 
sexual, Matthew 5:27-30 


A Weakness for Women,” 


“Samson 
Adultery and Murder,” p. 267 


p. 217 


L 
penalty for, Leviticus 6:1-7 


YING 


fe 


mark of old nature, Ephesians 417-5321 


MAGIC see ASTROLOGY, WITCHCRAFT 


’ 


— sister,of Mary and Lazarus; 
friend of Jesus 
Jesus in her home, Luke 10:38-42 
at Lazarus's death, john 11 " 
MARY — mother of Jesus; wife of 
Jesus born to, Matthew 1:18-2:23; laa 
1:26-56; Luke 2 
concerned for Jesus, Mark 3;20-35 
at Jesus’ first miracle, John 2:1-11 
at crucifixion, John 19:16-27 
MEDITATION — see QUIET TIME 
MELCHIZEDEK — priest and king 
blessed Abram, Genesis 14:17-20 
pointed to Christ, Psalm 110; Hebrews 
5:1-10; 7 
“A Mysterious Figure,” »p. 523 
MERCY i 


of God, Psalm 123; Luke 1:46-79 
for the merciful, James 2:12-13 
— aking and deliverer 
expected by the Jewish people 
prophecies concerning, Psalms 2; 110; 
Isaiah 9:1-7; 11; 53; 61; Daniel 7:13-14 
Jesus as, Matthew 11:1-6; Luke 4:14-21 
“The Song of the Cross,’” Pp. 477; 
“A Wedding Fit for a King,” p. 489; “A 
Mysterious Figure,” p. 523; “The * 
Suffering Servant,” p. 629 
MICHAEL — the erchanel appointed to 
guard the Jewish people 
with Daniel, Daniel 10, 12 
war in heaven, Revelation 12 
MILLENNIUM — the Latin word for 
“thousand years”; used in connection 
with a period in the last days 
described, Revelation 20:1-15 « 
MINISTER — one who serves the church 
lifestyle of, 1 Timothy 3-4 
instructions for, 2 Timothy 1:8-4:8 
“The Hardest Job,” p. 1032 
MIRACLES — an extraordinary event 
done through the power of God 
to glorify God, John 11:1-44 
lead to belief, John 4:43-54 
“Day of the Locusts,” p. 56; “When God 
Was Obvious,” p. 74; “John’s Reason 
for Writing,” p. 914 


MIRIAM — crophetess. sster of Moses 
and Aaror 
ec segime Ganong, Exodus 1c 1322 
disagreed with Moses, Numbers 12 
MISSIONS (see 2/So EVANGELISM 


command t. Matthew 28: 1620 
Samates and Sauf sent, Acts 12:53 
Paul's journeys, Acts 13-28 


“How to Raise Children,” as 
Paul — an apostie Comverted after jesus’ 


ok Jews into captivity 
ings 25-1-26 


of Action 


p.415 


NEIGHBOR 
dentification of, Luke 10-25-37 4s 
NICODEMU S — important Pharisee his on “Paul Has Had Enough,~ 
‘ D. 
. “Letters from Prison,” 
p. 1013; “A Letter from 2 Death Cea” 
p. 1041 
mportant city in Assyria success in ministry; “What Made Paul 
of jonah 3-4 Successful?” p. 1025 
predicted, Nahum letters by, Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, 


ark and flood, Genesis 6-8 
covenant with, Genesis 9 


Tand 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon 
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PEACE 


seek, Psalm 34:11-14; 
1 Peter 3:8-12 

in the kingdom of God, Isaiah 2:1-5 

Prince of, Isaiah 9:1-7 

Jesus gives, John 14:25-27 

with God, Romans 5:1-11 

fruit of the Spirit, Galatians 5:13-26 

Jesus Christ is, Ephesians 2:14-18 

coming from God, Philippians 4:4-9 


Colossians 3:15; 


PENTECOST — 


Jewish holiday, also 
called the Feast of Weeks 
instituted, Leviticus 23:15-21 


Holy Spirit given during, Acts 2 
PERSECUTION 

rejoice in, Matthew 5:11-12; James 
1:1-18; 1 Peter 4:12-19 

help in, Romans 8:28-39 

patience in, James 5:7-11; 1 Peter 3:8-22 
The Danger in Being a Christian,” 
p. 943; “A Word to the Suffering,” 
Pp. 1064 


|PETER 


one of the disciples closest to Jesus (and 
the one most frequently mentioned 
in the Gospels); a strong leader in 
the early church 
call of, Matthew 4:18-22 
denied Christ, Matthew 26:31-75 
reinstated, John 21 
in early church, Acts 2:1-5:42 
vision of, Acts 10:1-11:18 
as source for Gospel of Mark, 
“Eyewitness Reports,” p. 861 
changes in him, “A Man Named ‘The 
Rock,’ p. 1067 


PHARAOH — title of ancient Egyptian 
rulers 
with Joseph, Genesis 39-41 
with Moses, Exodus 1-15 
Free at Last,” p. 50 
PHARISEES — a strict Jewish sect; 
careful observers of the law, known for 
their piety 
Jesus confronted, Matthew 23; Mark 
7:1-23; Luke 11:37-54 
parable concerning, Luke 18;9-14 
Paul's history, Acts 23:6-11 


Out to Destroy Jesus,’ p, 842 
PHILIP — an evangelist of the early 
church 
with eunuch, Acts 8:26-40 
PHILISTINES — people who migrated to 
and lived in an area of Canaan during 
Old Testament times and who 


frequently warred with Israelites 


Samson fights, Judges 13:1-16:31 
David fights, 1 Samuel 17:1-58; 
1 Chronicles 14:8-17 
E — a Roman ruler in Palestine 
rane Hoa lifetime 
with Jesus, John 18:28-19:22 
PLEASURE 


eternal, Psalm 16 

God's, Psalm 147:10-11 

ul Ecclesiastes 2:1-16 
POLITICS — see GOVERNMENT 


POOR 


God's care for, Deuteronomy 10:17-19; 
24:19-22; Luke 1:39-56 

responsibility to, Deuteronomy 15:1-11 

oppression of, Amos 2:6-16 

Jesus’ identification with, Matthew 
25:31-46 

equal treatment of, James 2:1-13 

“What Makes People Poor?” p. 552; 

“A Physician Looks at the Poor,’ 

p. 881; “Conflicts of Rich and 

Poor,” p. 1063 


POPULARITY 
seeking, Philippians 2:1-11 
jud, ng by, James 2:1-13 
POWE (see also MIRACLES). 
of God, 1 Chronicles 29:10-13; Ephesians 
1315-23 
of the Bospel, Romans 1;16-17 
seeking, Philippians 2:1-11 
PRAISE 
God worthy of, Psalm 18, Revelation 4-5 
for Christ and salvation, Ephesians 1:3-14 


PRAYER 


communication with God 

answered, Psalm 34 

Jesus’ teaching on, Matthew 6:5-15; 
7:7-12; Luke 18:1-14 

submission in, Matthew 26:36-46 

confidence in, John 15:1-8 

Jesus’, for disciples, John 17 

Paul's, Romans 1:8-12; Ephesians 
1:15-19; 3:14-18; Colossians 1:9-14 

when suffering, Romans 8:18-27 

for wisdom, James 1:5-7 

answer different from request, 2 
Corinthians 12:7-10 


PREDESTINATION — doctrine that God 
chooses those he wishes to save 
in foreknowledge, Romans 8:28-30 
in love, Ephesians 1:3-14 


PRIDE (see also HUMILITY) 
God will humble, Isaiah 2:10-22 
to avoid, Romans 12 
God opposes, James 4:4-6 
Five Dangerous Responses,” p. 556 
PRIEST — one designated to perform 


sacred rites and act as an intermediary 


between people and God (see also 
AARON, MELCHIZEDEK) 
Old Testament, Exodus 28-29, 39, 
Leviticus 8-10 
Jesus as, Hebrews 4:14-5:10 
Christians as, 1 Peter 2:4-12 
PRISON (see also PAUL) 
visit those in, Matthew 25:31-46 
Peter's escape from, Acts 12:1-19 
PROFANITY 
command against, Exodus 20:7; 
Ephesians 4:29-32 
dangerous effects, James 3:1-12 
PROMISE (see also COVENANT) 
Christ's, John 14 
believing, Romans 4:13-25 
God's, Hebrews 6213-20; 7:18-8:13 
PROPHECY — an inspired revelation 
about future events (see also 
MESSIAH, MILLENNIUM, SECOND 
COMING) 
gift of, 1 Corinthians 12:1-14:25 
Revelation’s Use of Symbols,” p. 1091 
PROSTITUTION — sexual intercourse 
engaged in for money 
condemned, Leviticus 19:29 
warning against, Proverbs 6:20-35 


QUIET TIME — a period set aside for 
prayer, meditation, and Bible study 
tor renewal, Psalm 119:9-48 
practiced by Jesus, Matthew 14:22-23; 
Luke 5:15-16; 6:12-13 
to overcome temptation, Mark 14:32-38 
tor strength, Ephesians 6:10-20 


RACHEL — favored wife of Jacob; 
mother of Joseph and Benjamin 
lite of, Genesis 29:14-31:55; 35:16-20 
The Women of the Bible,” p. 29 
RACISM — belief that one race is 
superior to others 
abolished in Christ, Galatians 3:26—- 


RAHAB — a prostitute who helped the 
sraelites capture Jericho 
took in spies, Joshua 2, 6 
example of faith, James 2:25-26 
RAPE — sexual intercourse forced on 
ne person by another 
penalty for, Deuteronomy 22:25-29 
a om, Genesis 19:1-8 
at Gibeah, Judges 19:16-28 
ot Tamar, 2 Samuel 13 


REBEKAH — wife of Isaac; 
Esau and Jacob , } 
marries Isaac, Genesis 24 ais H] 
mikiligy “nena toae mane | 
against God, Romans 1:18-32 i 
inst authority, 1 2:1 J 
“When God Was Obvious,” p. “Fo 4 
Years of Misery,” p. 114 . Fa ‘ 
TP aitesences; (0 bel arena 
ifferences; to in harmony « wrt : 
between people, Matthew B22 eel 
Philippians 4:2-3 f 
to God, 2 Corinthians 5:11-6:: A 
Ephesians 2:11-22 
REDEEMER — one who frees or rescues 


another, especially from sin 


God as, Isaiah 5421-8 oP 

Christ as, Hebrews 9:11-14 —or 

“A Modern Peace Child,” p. 968 5 
RELIGION hry 


true, Matthew 22:34-40 


pure, James 1:26-27 ie, 


REPENTANCE | 


to feel sorry for and turn from sins; a 
common theme of Old Testament 


Prophets 
preached by Jesus, Matthew 4:12-17 
parable concerning, Luke Mei 
preached by Peter, Acts 2:38-4 


RESPONSIBILITY 
for sin, Ezekiel 18 gs 
to love others, 1 John 3:11-24 

REST 


day of, Genesis 2:1-3; Exodus 20:8 lets 
for weary, Matthew 11:25-30 
RESURRECTION 

of Jesus, Matthew 27:57-28:20; “Final 
Glimpses of Jesus,” p. 899; “More than 
a Ghost,” p, 936 

of the dead, 1 Corinthians 15; “The. ue 
ven Danger of All,” p. 992 . 

iE 


do not take, Matthew 5:38-47; Romans 
12:17-21 
REWARD 
in heaven, Matthew 5:3-12; Mark 
10:29-31; 1 Corinthians 3;10-15 
RICHES — see WEALTH, MONEY, POOR 
ROME — capital of the noma 
ruled Palestine during the time of 
Christ; a church was started here 
Paul travels to, Acts 27:1-28:31 
letter to church in, Romans; “A Most : 
Demanding Audience,” p, 964 ¢ 


SABBATH — a day of worship and rest; 
traditionally Saturday for Jews 
keep holy, Ezekiel 20:1-29 
made for people, Mark 2:23-3:6 


" 


SACRIFTON — offering of something 
vatiabte te God - 
Carns and Abels, Genesty aig, 
Noahs Genexts 200) 
Abrahany ss, Genesis 22)140 
wader law, Leviticus te?) The Reason 
for Saceifige "p91 
christ ax, salah 34, Hebrews 10 
our lives as, Romans 12) te 
SADDUCEES == 9 sinall but powerful 
fewosh sect in Christ's time; denied tite 
after death and the spirit world 
esos warns against, Matthew 16)112 
opposed early church, Acts 4) 1-22) 
+ 142 
opposed Paul, Acts 20:11 


. raeTn 
SALVATION 
deliverance from danger or evil; especially 

deliverance from all that separates 
people from God (see. also 
CONVERSION, JUSTIFICATION, 
REPENTANCE) 
Jesus’ mission of, Luke 19:1-10 
through belief, Acts 16:16-34 
for everyone, Romans 10:1-13 
through grace, Ephesians 2:1-10 


SAMARITAN — an inhabitant of Samaria; 
a people held in contempt by the Jews 
woman with Jesus, John 4:1-42 
the good, Luke 10:25-37 
SAMSON — one of the last judges of 
Israel; a Nazirite known for his 
physical strength 
life of, Judges 13-16 
and Delilah, Judges 16 
Samson: A Weakness for Women,” p. 217 
SAMUEL — the last of the judges of 
Israel 
early years, 1 Samuel 1:1-3:21 
leads Israel, 1 Samuel 5:1-8:22 
with Saul, 1 Samuel 9:1~15:35 
anoints David, 1 Samuel 16;1-13 
man of faith, Hebrews 11:32 
What Leadership Requires,” p. 230 
SANCTIFICATION — process by which 
a believer conforms more and more to 
the image of Christ 
Christ's power in, 2 Peter 1:3-11 
by pressing on, Philippians 3:12-4;1 
SANHEDRIN — highest Jewish court 
during Roman times 
esus before, John 18 
Aposties before, Acts 4:1-22; 5:17-42 
Pa efore, Acts 23:1-11 
SARAH — wife of Abraham; gave birth to 
aac in her 90s 
life of, Genesis 11:29-12;20; 16:1-18:15; 
211-21; 231-20 
The Women of the Bible,” p. 29 
SATAN — the enemy of God; also called 
the devil, Lucifer, Beelzebub 
tempts Eve, Genesis 3 


|SEC 


i Job, Jab 1-2 4 Seyete 
we fe Matha gy 


in 71 
Sint, 1 Peter Sbett : byte i 


children of, 1 John 2) 10 
final vict 

ality erie 
ey ty ing v 
and al soli 
death of, | Samuel Mite 


“Why Saul Was Rejected,’ ne 
SAVIOR — one who rescues danger 
Chrnte used in connection with 


r concerning, Iealah 
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OND 
COMING ~ 


<e that Christ will come again as — 
ng 
Jesus’ teaching on, Matthew 24; John 
14:1-4; Acts 1;6-8 
with resurrection, 1 Corinthians 
15:12-28 : 
unexpected, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 
“Preparing for the End,” p. 1028; 
“A Patient Who Didn’t Follow 
Orders,” p. 1029; “A Book Full of 
Mysteries,” p. 1084 


SELF-CONTROL 
fruit of the Spirit, Galatians 5:22-23 
importance of, 2 Peter 123-11 
“Athlete in Training,” p. 1035 
SELFISHNESS — see AMBITION 
SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
words of, Matthew 5-7 


SEX 


joy in, Song of Songs; “An Intoxicating 
Love,” p. 578 

self-control, “Samson: A Weakness for 
Women,” p. 217 


adulterous, Proverbs 5; 6:20-7:27 

in marriage, Proverbs 5:15-20; 
1 Corinthians 7:1-7 

avoid immoral, 1 Corinthians 6:9-20; 
Colossians 3:5-6 


SHEPHERD 
comfort of, Psalm 23 
bad, Jeremiah 23:14 
yee nbs tak 28-20 
at Jesus’ birth, Luke 2:62 
mes as good, john 10:1-21; “A Good 
Shepherd,” p. 920 
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SEAVERY 
Hreectouy fai, Leviticus 25: 15.85) 
rerenyiath 8a.) 
So wee, Rostas ©: 180%) Galatians 4 
Pools advice to slave owner, Philemon; 
fetter fo a Shave Owner! py. 1045 

ODOM AND GOMORRAN — cities 
that God destroyed because of 
\wecentines 

SOU Sawant (0, Qeivesix 18: 16.19)20) 
AX pert ps Sent trom God,” p. 18 
wot, Brektel Toad? 

SOLOMON <= third and last king of 
wentert Israel: son of David and 
Rathsheda 

Deoomes Afing, 1 Rings Tila 
Suntets temple, Tt Rings §:7-0)0 
Wwesefomn of, 1 Ringgs 2128) 4:20.94) 
Cant’s anger with, 1 Kings 1143 
The Man Who Had Everything,” p, 283 

SON OF GOD 

Christ as, Matthew 1:22.96 

Peters confession, Matthew 16:13-20 

SORROW 
Gant responds to, Exodus 3:1-9 
esus expenences, Matthew 26:36-46 
SPIRIT — see DEMONS, FRUIT OF THE 
SPIRIT, HOLY SPIRIT 
STEALING 
comand against, Exodus 20:15; 
Ephesians 4:28 
STEPHEN — the first Christian martyr 
che as deacon, Acts 651-7 
tned and executed, Acts 6:8-8:3 
STEWARDSHIP — management and 
accountability for something that 
belongs to someone else; especially 
human stewardship of God's gifts 


TEMPTATION 


something that tests a person’s strength of 
character and righteousness 

Jesus’ temptation, Luke 4:1-13 

a way out, 1 Corinthians 10:12-13 

resist, Ephesians 6:10-20 

origin of, James 1:13-18 


TEN COMMANDMENTS — the moral 
laws given to Moses by God 
Moses receives, Exodus 19-20 
Moses repeats, Deuteronomy 5 
Jesus enlarges, Matthew 5-7 
THANKFULNESS 
for God's care, Psalm 30 
Paul's, Ephesians 1: 15-23; Philippians 
1:3-8; 4:10-20; Colossians 1:3-7 
express, Colossians 3:15-17 
THOMAS — one of the 12 disciples, 
called ‘doubting Thomas” 
courage of, John 11:1-16 
doubt of, John 20:19-31 
TIMOTHY — helper to Paul on 
missionary journeys; while still a 
young man he took on the 
responsibilities of guiding the church 
in Ephesus 
with Paul, Acts 16;1-5 
letters to, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy 
Passing the Torch,” p. 1038 
TITHE — a tenth of one’s income that is 
iven to God 
Old Testament command, Leviticus 
27:30-33 
not enough, Luke 11:42; 18:9-14 
Abraham's, Hebrews 7;1-10 
TONGUE 
control of, James 3:1-12 
“Verbal Dynamite,” p. 553 
TONGUES — God-given gift of praise in 
other languages 
early church, Acts 2:1-13; 10:44-48 
orderly use of, 1 Corinthians 12-14 
TRIALS — tests or ordeals that people go 
through 
perseverance through, James 1:2-18 
refine faith, 1 Peter 1:3-9 
TRIBULATION — trouble in one’s life; 
often associated with the Great 
Tribulation, a period of suffering sent 
by God in the end times 
prophesied, Daniel 12:1-4 
Jesus’ teaching on, Matthew 24 
survivors of, Revelation 7:9-17 
TRINITY — the Christian doctrine of 
God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 


three-in-one 
in name of, Matthew 28:16-20 
in salvation, Titus 3:3-8 
TRUST — see FAITH 
TRUTH 


worship in, John 4:19-26 
Jesus is, John 14:5-14 


UNITY 
oodness of, Psalm 133 
jesus’ prayer for, John 17 
in Christ, Ephesians 4:1-16 


VINE 
used figuratively for the kingdom of 
God) Feslny :8-18; Isaiah 5:1-7; John 
VIRGIN BIRTH — the birth of Jesus 
Christ while his mother Mary was a 


virgin 
described, Luke 1:26-38 
VISIONS — revelations; things seen __ 
through something other than ordinary 
sight 
Isaiah’s, Isaiah 6 
Ezekiel’s, Ezekiel 1-3; 37:1-14 ~ 
in last days, Joel 32 
of Peter, Acts 10: 
of John, Revelation 


WAR (see also PEACE) 
holy, “Is a War Ever Holy?” p. 190 
Israel’s strategy, “Lessons from the 
Battlefield,” p. 385 
God's deliverance in, Psalm 79 
will end, Isaiah 2:1-5 
WEALTH (see also MONEY, POOR) 
Solomon’s, ‘The Man Who Had 
Everything,” p. 283 
arrogance in, Amos 6:1-7; 1 Timothy 
6:3-19 
Jesus’ teaching on, Matthew 19:16-30 
no favoritism toward, James 2:1-13 
“Healthier, Wealthier, and Wiser,” 
p. 156; “What Makes People Poor?” 
p. 552 
WIDOW — a woman whose husband is 
dead; in ancient Israel a husband’s 
death usually brought poverty and 
powerlessness 
special to God, Exodus 22:22-24; 
Deuteronomy 24:17-22 
example of, Ruth 1-4 
in the church, 1 Timothy 5:3-16; 
1 Corinthians 7:8-9 
WIFE (see also HUSBAND, MARRIAGE) 
virtuous, Proverbs 31:10-31 
relationship to husband, Ephesians 
5:21-33 ig 
WILL OF GOD 
submission to, Matthew 26:36-46 
discovering, Romans 12:18 


drunkenness from, Proverbs 23:29-35; 


Ephesians 5:18 
in the Lord’s Supper, Matthew 26:17- 


30 
water into, John 2:1-11 


aa 


‘WISDOM — practical insight; the skill of 
living successfully 
praise of, Proverbs 1:20-4:27; 8:1-9:18 
spiritual, 1 Corinthians 2:6-16; James 


1:5-8 
“The Supreme Gift of Wisdom,” i 
Be Matthew 4:10 
WITCHCRAFT < 
dispieases God, Leviticus 20:67; foundations of Israel's, “Hope ina Time 
Galatians 5:19-21 of Sorrow,” p. 358 » aa 
Saul’s consulting, 1 Samuel 28 with joy, Psalm 100 00 wre ; 


inadequacy of, Isaiah 6: 19-22 true, Amos 5: 18-27 
WORD OF GOD 


instructions, 1 Corinthians 11-14 
Jesus as, John 1:1-18 


sharper than a sword, Hebrews 4:12-13 » 


WORK (see also REST, SABBATH) 
God's, Psalm 104:24-32 


satisfaction in, Isaiah 28-23-29; ‘ 
Ecclesiastes 2:17-26 YOUTH (see also CHILDREN) 
importance of, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 remember God in, Ecclesiastes 11:7-12:7 
WORKS — actions or accomplishments, be example in, 1 Timothy 4:11-16 
often in the sense of attempts to 
also FAITH) 
not for salvation, Ephesians 2:1-10 ZACCHAEUS — a tax collector from ; 


outgrowth of faith, James 2:14-26; 


‘Words Are Not Enough,” p. 1059 Jericho 


meets Jesus, Luke 19:1-10 


WORLD — values, ideas, practices, and ZION — one of the hills on which 
relationships of the culture-at-large, Jerusalem stood; also used to refer to 
especially those that are not all Jerusalem, to the Jewish people, or 
God-directed to heaven (see also JERUSALEM, 

conforming to, Romans 12:1-8 HEAVEN) 
p with, James 4:1-12 David captures, 2 Samuel 5:6-16 


WORRY — see ANXIETY as heaven, Hebrews 12:22-29 


Numbers 
Deuteronomy 
Joshua 
Judges 

Ruth 

1 Samuel 

2 Samuel 

1 Kings 

2 Kings 

1 Chronicles 
2 Chronicles 
Ezra 
Nehemiah 
Esther 


Proverbs 
Ecclesiastes 
Song of Songs 
Isaiah 
Jeremiah 
Lamentations 
Ezekiel 
Daniel 

Hosea 

Joel 

Amos 
Obadiah 
Jonah 

Micah 


Dictionary-Concordance 


Aaron—the brother of Moses; he served as 

Moses’ spokesman before Pharaoh (Ex 4:14- 

16,27-31; 7:1-2); Israel's first high priest (Ex 

28:1; Nu 17; Heb 5:1-4), 

Abba—the word for father in Aramaic, one 

of the three languages Jesus spoke, 

Ro 8:15 And by him we cry “A, Father.” 
Gal 4:6 the Spirit who calls out, “A, Fa- 
ther’ 

Abel—the second son of Adam (Ge 4:2); he 
offered the proper sacrifice to God (Ge 4:4; 
Heb 11:4), but was murdered by his brother 
Cain (Ge 4:8; Mt 23:35; Jn 3:12), 
abhor—to hate or to turn away from. 
Abigail—the wife of Nabal; she helped save 
David's life (1Sa 25:14-35) and later became 
his wife (1Sa 25:36-42) 

abolish—to destroy completely; to put an 
end to. 

abomination—a thing to be hated. 
abound—to be more than enough; to over- 
flow. 

Abraham—the father of the Jewish nation. 
God established a covenant with him in 
which God promised that he would make a 
mighty nation of Abraham‘s children and 
would give them the land of Canaan (Ge 15; 
17; 22; Ro 4; Heb 6:13-15). A son, Isaac, was 
born to Sarah and Abraham in their old age 
(Ge 17:16; 18:9-15; 21:1-7; Heb 11:11-12). 
Later, as a test, God told him to offer Isaac 
as a sacrifice (Ge 22; Heb 11:17-19) but with- 
drew this command when Abraham 
showed that he would trust the Lord even 
in this matter. 

Absalom—a son of David (2Sa 3:3); he fled 
from Israel after murdering his half-brother 
Amnon (2Sa 13). Upon his return, he plot- 
ted to take David's throne. He met death 
when his long hair became entangled in an 
oak tree and Joab, David's commander, 
thrust javelins into his heart (2Sa 14-18). 
abstain—to keep yourself from doing some- 
thing 
accordance—agreement. 
accredited—officially approved. 
accursed—to be condemned or doomed by 
4 curse. 
Achan—an Israelite who kept spoil from the 
‘conquest of Jericho for himself; as a result of 
\chan’s stealing what belonged to God, the 
tes were defeated at Ai and he and his 
family were stoned to death (Jos 7; 22:20) 
acknowledge—to know and to say that 
something is true 
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acquit—to free from punishment or blame. 
acts—deeds.. > 
Ps 150:2 Praise him for his a of an 
Isa 64:6 all our righteous a are h 
Adam—the first man God created (Ge 126. 


2:25); he sinned by disobeying God (Ge 3) 
th bi all under the 
Leaner al people under the care 


admonish—to give warning or advice in a 
caring way. Mt 
adorn—to make more beautiful, 
adultery—having sexual relations with 
someone other than one’s husband of wife. 

Ex 20:14 You shall not commit a 

Mt 5:28 lustfully has already committed a 
adversary—enemy; opponent. — : 
advocate—l. (v.) to speak in favor of. 2. (n.) 
someone who speaks in another person‘s 
defense. Jesus is our advocate, 
affliction—trouble or pain that lasts a long 
time. 

Ro 12:12 patient in a, faithful in prayer. — 
aforethought—thought about or plann 
ahead ore: ef 
Ahab—a wicked king of Israel; the husband 
of Jezebel (1Ki 16:31). He caused Israel to 
worship Baal rather than God (1Ki 16:31-33) 
and was opposed by God’s prophet Elijah 
(IKi 17:1; 18; 21). 3 
alabaster—a hard marblelike material that 
can be made into jars, vases or sculptures. 
alien—a foreigner or stranger. 

Ex 22:21 “Do not mistreat an a 

Eph 2:19 no longer foreigners and a, but 

fellow citizens 

1Pe 2:11 as a and strangers in the world 
alienate—to make unfriendly; to turn a per- 
son's interest or affection away from an- 
other person or thing. 
allot—to divide and give away in parts. In 
Old Testament times the land of Canaan 
was allotted to the twelve tribes of Israel. 


Almighty—a name used to show how 
ocraiel powerful God is. 

Ge 17:1 “1 am God A; walk before me 
Isa 6:3 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lorp A 
altar—a raised platform, made of stones, 
metal, dirt or wood, on which sacrifices 

were made. 

Amen—So be it; Let it become true. 
Ananias—1. the husband of Sapphira; he 
was struck dead fer lying to God (Ac 5:1-11); 
2, the disciple who baptized Saul (Ac 9:10- 


19)3. the Priest before 

ted in heal (Ac 2230-2421), 
Ancient of Days—a name for God that 
often used to tell of his wisdom and dignity, 
Andrew—one of the twelve 
brother of Peter (Mt 4:18; 10:2) Ac I: 


—— hea’ being. . 
34:7 The @ of the Lorp encamps 
Heb bid Are not alle a 


Heb 2:7 made him a little lower 


a 
TPe 1:12 Even @ long to look 
annals—historical writings. 
annihilate—to destroy completely. 
anoint—to pour oil an a person's head. 
antichrist—a person who is against Christ. 
1Jn 2:18 have heard that the @ is coming 
1Jn 2:22 a man is the a—he denies 
anxiety—worry. > 
1Pe 5:7 Cast all your a on him 
Apollos—a Christian from Alexandria who 
knew the Scriptures well (Ac 18:24-28) and 
helped Paul to minister in Corinth (Ac 19:1; 
1Co 1:12). 
apostle—l. the twelve men Jesus chose to 
work with him during his earthly ministry; 
after being equipped by the Holy Spirit, 
they were sent out to preach about Jesus; 
The twelve are: Andrew, James the son of 
Alphaeus, James the son of Zebedee, John, 
Judas Iscariot, Matthew, Nathanael (Bar- 
tholomew), Peter, Philip, Simon, Thad- 
daeus (Judas), and Thomas. 2. later, some- 
one who had been with Jesus, had seen his 
miracies and then taught others about him. 


Mk 3:14 twelve—designating them a— : b 
1C6 12:28 God has appointed first of all a Mt 9:6 the Son of Man has 


1Co 15:9 For I am the least of the a Mt 28:18 “Allain heaven 
aqueduct—a channel for bringing water D 
from one place to another. 
Aquila—the husband of Priscilla; Aquila 
and Priscilla were co-workers with Paul in 
Corinth (Ac 18; Ro 16:3). who done wrong... 4) 2 
Aramaic—the main language used in the | Dt 32:35 It is mine to a; I will 
countries east of the Mediterranean Sea dur- 
ing Jesus’ earthly ministry. 
archangel—an angel of high rank; a leader 
of other angels. 
archives—the official records of a govern- 
ment. 
ark of the Testimony—a large gold-covered 
box housed in the Tabernacle, with two gold 
cherubim on its lid. It contained the Ten 
Commandments (Tablets of Testimony), a 2 
jar of manna and Aaron’s staff, and was 


IKi 18:25 Elijah said to the 
kept inside the Most Holy Place in the Tent Babylon—the beautiful 
of Meeting. It was a sign to the Israelites of | it wasa Powerful and ii 
God's presence with them, and was also the 


centuries nc The Babylonians deatroyed 
Jerusalem in 602 me. and took many Israel 
ites, such as Daniel and his friends, to Bab: 
ylon, These ral Baa lived there for about 
seventy years. In the New Testament, Bab« 
ylon represents the godless city, 

Ps 197-1 By the rivers of B we sat and w pt 
Balaam—a seer who tried to curse Inrael 
during their journey to the promised land, 
but God would not allow it (Nu 22-24), 
balm—a skin cream used to heal sores and 
relieve pain 
banish—to force a person away from a 
place 
baptize—a religious ceremony in which 
water is used, as a symbol of cleansing from 
sin. Some churches today baptize by Sprine 
kling or pouring water over a person, 
Baptism is a sign that our sins are washed 
away and that Jesus has taken us to be his 
own. 

Mk 1:9 and was b by John in the Jordan, 
Mk 16:16 believes and is b will be saved, 
Ac 1:5 but in a few days you will be b 
Ac 2:38 Repent and be b, every one of you, 
Ac 16:33 he and all his family were i 
Ac 18:8 heard him believed and were b. 
Barabbas—the Jews chose this criminal, 
rather than Jesus, to be released by Pilate 
(Mt 27:26). 
Barnabas—an apostle; he was a co-worker 
with Paul on his first missionary journey 
(Ac 9:27; chs 13-15). 
barren—1. unable to have children. 2. un- 
able to produce crops. 
Bartholomew—one of the twelve apostles 
(Mt 10:3; Ac 1:13). He was also probably 
known as Nathanael (Jn 1:45-49; 21:2). 
Bathsheba—the wife of Uriah; she commit- 
ted adultery with David and later became 
his wife (2Sa 11); the mother of Solomon 
(2Sa 12:24) 


Beelzebub—the prince of demons; Satan. 
Lk 11:15,By B, the prince of demons, 
believe—to accept as true; to trust; to have 

faith 
Mk 1:15 Repent and b the good news!” 
Mk 9:24 “I do b; help me overcome my 
Jn 1:7 that through him all men might b. 
Jn 3:18 does not b stands condemned 
Jn 20:27 Stop doubting and 6.” 
Ac 16:31 They replied,”B in the Lord 
Jesus, 
Ro 3:22 faith in Jesus Christ to all who b. 
1Th 4:14 We b that Jesus died and rose 
again 
Benjamin—the twelfth son of Jacob. Rachel 
was his mother and he was the younger 
brother of Joseph (Ge 35:16-24; chs. 42-45). 


DICTIONARY-CONCORDANCH 


bereaved-—teft alone, ber 
the death of a done feend or eto 


furround » city oF town com. 5 


beni 

Has ly with an army, 6 
in OF out 

bestow—to give 


Bethletrem =the city in Judea where Jesus 


wan born (Mt 2:1), 


betray—to turn a friend over to hin or het 


enemies; to be unfaithful to, 
betroth—to promise to marry. 
Aldered—cont 


bew! fused; puzzled, 
bier—a platform on which a coffin of dead 
body is carried, 
birthright—the special rights of the first- 
born nr In the Old Testament, after 
father died the oldest son received the | 
ther’s power and right to make decisions for 
money and propery Sel eto 
money an an 
Ge 25:34 So Eoau despised ts b 
blameless—without fault. 
Ge 17:1 walk before me and be b. 
1Co 1:8 so that will be b on the day 
Php 2:15 so you may become b and 
pure 
blaspheme—to speak carelessly, falsely or 
insultingly about God or holy : 
Mk 3:29 whoever b against the Spirit 
blemish—a spot or mark that makes some- 
thing imperfect. 
bless—1. to make holy; 2. to show favor to; 
3. to ask God to show favor to. 
Ge 2:3 And God b the seventh day 
Ge 12:3 | will b those who b you, - 
Mt 5:3 saying “B are the poor in spirit 
Ro 12:14 b those -who persecute you; b 
blight—a disease in plants that makes them 
shrivel up and die. 
blood— 
Ex 12:13 and when I see the b, I will pass 
Mt 26;28 This is my b of the covenant 
Ro 5:9 have now been justified by his b 
Eph 1:7 we have redemption through his 


b 

Heb 9:12 once for all by his own b 

Rev 5:9 with your b you purchased men 

Rev 7:14 white in the 6 of the Lamb. 
boast—to brag. 

Ps 34:2 My soul will b in the Lorp 

Gal 6:14 May I never b except in the cross 
Boaz—a wealthy man who lived in Beth- 
lehem in the days of the judges; he married 
Ruth (Ru 2; 4). : 
body— 
Ro 6:13 Do not offer the parts of your b 
Ro 12:1 to offer your b as living sacrifices, 
1Co 6:19 not know that your b is a temple 


DICTIONARY-CONCORDANCE 
1Co 12:12 The bisa unit, though it: 


Ul vi 
Eplt5:30 for we are members his b. 
bonda; slavery. * se Vi 

Ezr 9:9 God has not deserted us in our 
booty—valuables taken from a conquered 
people. # 


avt 


In that day the B of the pone sil 

Jer 33:15 I will make a righteous B sprou 

Jn 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the b. 

bread— 

Pr 30:8 but give me only my daily b. 

Isa 55:2 Why spend money on what is not 
b 


Mt 6:11 Give us today out daily b. | 


Jn 6:35 Jesus declared, “I am the b of life, 


tered the Holy Place. The breastpiece was 
worn chest-high and overa robe. On it were 


tribes of Israel. 
Ex 28:15 “Fashion a b for making decisions 
breastplate—a chest-covering made of met- 
al or leather, worn by soldiers for protec- 
tion 
brother— 
Ge 4:9 “Am I my b keeper?” 
Ps 133:1 is when b live together in unity! 
Mt 18:15 ‘If your b sins against you 
burden—a heavy load. 
Mt 11:30 my yoke is easy and my bis light. 
Gal 6:2 Carry each other's b 


Caesar—the title of many Roman emperors. 

Lk 2:1 In those days C Augustus 

Mt 22:21 “Give to C what is Caesar's 
Cain—Adam and Eve's first-born son; he 
murdered his brother Abel (Ge 4:1-16), 
calamity—a disaster, usually causing great 
Joss and suffering. 
caldron—a large clay or metal pot. 
Caleb—one of the twelve men who spied 
out Canaan. He came back with a positive 
report and encouraged the Israelites to take 
possession of Canaan. His faith allowed him 
to enter Canaan (Nu 13:6-14:38; Dt 1:36) 
whereas those Israelites who believed the 
report of the other ten spies died during 
Israel's forty years of wandering in the wil- 
derness, 
call (v.)— 

2Ch 7:14 if my people, who are ¢ 

Ps 145:18 near to all who c on him 

Isa 65:24 Before they cI will answer 

Mt 9:13 come toc the righteous 

Jn 10:3 He ¢ his own sheep by name 


breastpiece—a decorated square of linen | 
cloth worn by the high priest when he ens | 


twelve gems, one for each of the twelve | 


(4 ‘ 
Eph 6:1 C, obey your parents in | 
Eph 6:4 do not exasperate your 


In 3:1 that we should be calle 
choose— + bing 
Jos 24:15 then ¢ | 


In 15l6 But ley 
y it le you to. 
Eph Lhe us in him beto 

2:13 from the beg 
chosen— 


Mt22:14 Formany are invited) bulfew 
Cos, vittuye tia teil 

Jn 15:19 but I have ¢ you. 

1Pe 2:9 But you are a 


7 


Christ—the official title of Jesus, i 
“the Anointed One.” It ne creck ce 
and it means the same as the Hebrew word. 
Messiah 


Mt 1:16 was born Jesus, who is called C. 
Mt 16:16 Peter answered, “You are the C 
Jn 1:41 found the Messiah” (that is, the G); 
In Be you may believe that Jesus is the 


Ro 5:8 While we were still sinners, C died 
1Co 1:23 but we preached C crucified 
1Co 12:27 Now you are the body of C 
Eph 5:2 as C loved us and gave himself up 
Eph 5:23 as C is the head of the church 
Php 1:21 to live is C and to die is gain. 
2Th 2:1 the coming of our Lord Jesus C 
Christian—a believer in or follower of 
Christ. 
Ac 11:26 The disciples were first called C 
1Pe 4:16 as a C, do not be ashamed, 
chronicles—a history of events in the order 
in which they took place. 
church— 
Mt 16:18 and on this rock I will build my 


c 
Eph 5:23 as Christ is the head: of the c 
Col 1:24 the sake of his body, which is the 

2 

circumcise—to cut off the loose fold of skin 
at the end of the penis. 
Ge 17:10 Every male among you shall be 
re 


cistern—a pit dug into the ground for stor- 
ing rain water. 
citadel—a tower or building equipped for 
war, especially one in a city. 
city of refuge—one of six cities set aside by 
Moses and Joshua for those who had acci- 
dentally killed someone. Such people 
would be safe there until a fair trail could be 
held, 
clean animals—animals God allowed the Is- 
rael.tes to sacrifice and eat. 
cleanse—to make clean; to wash. 
cloak—a loose-fitting coat without sleeves. 
co-heir—one of two persons who receive an 
inheritance. Because of Christ's death and 
resurrection, we are co-heirs with him of 
our inheritance in God. 7 : 
Ro 8:17 heirs of God and ¢ with Christ 
comfort— 
Ps 23:4 rod and your staff, they c me. 
Zec 1:17 and the Lorp will again c Zion 
2Co 1:4 so that we can c those 
commandment—an order given by God. 
God gave the Ten Commandments to the 
Israelites while they were encamped in the 
area of Mt. Sinai 
Ex 20:6 who love me and keep my c. 


DICTIONARY-CONCORDANCE 
ia feet 
Pomuncaayate tc remember al Seas with ye 
commend fo pic 2 hand overio, 
hs lia gad aca ee hee 
Mt9:36 When he saw the crowds, he had 


Ro 9:15 and I will have c on whom I have 


c 
Col 3:12 clothe yourselves with c, kind- 
iat y' u ith c, kind- 
compassionate— 

Ne 9:17 gracious and c, slow to anger 
complacent—contented; unconcerned, 
conceive—1. to become 2. to 
think up or imagine. bie 

Mt 1:20 what is c in her is from the Holy 

1Co 2:9 no mind has c 
concubine—in Bible times, a woman who 
belonged to a man but did not have the 
Theta. tlle, abe, ae Olen aie oar 
spoils of war, Primary purpose was 
to bear children for the man. 
condemn—to give out punishment to; to 
pronounce guilty. 

Jn 3:17 Son into the world to c the world, 

Ro 8:34 Who is he that c? Christ Jesus 
condemnation— 

Ro 8:1 there is now noc for those who are 
confess—1. to say what you believe; 2. to 
tell your sins to someone. 

Lev 26:40 “But if they will c their sins 

Ro 10:9 That if you c with your mouth 

Php 2:11 every tongue c that Jesus Christ 


1s 

1Jn 1:9 If we c our sins, he is faithful 
conform—to agree with and try to be like 
someone; to do what others say to do. 

Ro 8:29 predestined to be c to the likeness 

1Pe 1:14 do not c to the evil desires you 

had 

conscience—the sense of knowing if some- 
thing is good or bad; a sense of right and 
wrong. 

Ro 2;15 their c also bearing witness 

Tit 1:15 their minds and c are corrupted. 

Heb 9:14 cleanse our c from acts that lead 
conscript—l1. to take for government use; 2. 
to force to serve in an army. 
consecrate—to set aside or dedicate for 
God's use. 

Ex 13:2 “C to me every firstborn male 

Lev 20:7 “C yourselves and be holy 
console—to comfort. " 
conspire—to plan together to do evil. 


. 


DICTIONARY: CONCORDANCE 
eonmune 1 ip He apr or eal apy A 
mae eal tor yi » 

Heb 1229 for our Airy i} 
contemph lack of renee 


4) 
He or sOmet IK ae iin [ 
someone’ by 


da He who 
shows ¢ ’ 
11h 8:20 do not treat prophecies with 


content alt 
Php 411 to be ¢ whatever the ereume |, 

lances, y i 
Heb 13:5 and bee with whit you have | 
contrite-to feel sorry for one’s sing; to feel hy 
repentant, i a 

's S117 0 broken and ¢ heart xi CN 

Ina 66:2 he who in humble and ¢ in opiit |) ¢ 
convert—a person who has changed from 
one belief to another, 

ITi 4:6 He must not be a recent ¢ 
convict—1. to prove one wrong; 2. to make 
a person feel sorrow, 

Jn 16:8 he will ¢ the world of guilt in ree 

gard . + 
convulsion—a wild shaking of the body; vir | © 
olent contraction and expansion of ones 
muscles. 
Cornelius—a Roman to whom Peter 
preached the gospel; he became the first 
Gentile Christian (Ae 10), y 
cornerstone—the first or most important 
stone laid when constructing a building. 

Eph 2:20 with Christ Jesus himself as the 


‘ 


chief ¢. 
corrupt—l. (v.) to change from good to bad; 
2. (adj.) wicked. 

Ge 6:11 Now the earth was c in God's 

sight 

1€0'15:33 “Bad company c good char- 
° acter.” 
counsel—to give advice to. 
Counselor—another name for the Holy 
Spirit. 

ae 14:26 But the C, the Holy Spirit, 

Jn 15:26 “When the C comes, whom I will 
covenant—l. an agreement between two 
people or two groups of people, in which 
usually both make specific promises. 2. the 
promises of God for salvation. 

Ge 9:9 “I now establish my ¢ with you 

Ge 17:2 1 will confirm my c between me 

Ex 19:5 if you obey me fully and keep my 


c 
Jer 31:31 “when I will make a new ¢ — 
Eze 37:26 I will make a c of peace with 


them ag ia 

1Co 11:25 “This cup is the new c in my sae 
blood Ps 118-24 This is the dd 

Heb 9:15 Christ is the mediator of anew | Ecc 12:1 Creator in 


c Joel 2:31 and dreadful 


. 
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Mie 4:1 in the last d 
Lk 113 Give us each d our daily bread 
Heb 1.2 in theme last d he Py to tous 
2V'¢ 48 With the Lord a d ip ike 
deacon—-a church leader chonen to take care 
of money matters and to give money to the 
widows and the poor. 
1T) 3:8 D, likewine, are to be men worthy 
death 
P's 23:4 the valley of the shadow of d, 
Eee 7:2 for d is the destiny of every man, 
Isa 25:8 he will swallow up d forever 
Ro 6:23 For the wages of sin is d, 
1Co 15:21 For since d came through a 
man, 
1Co 15:55 Where, O d, is your sting?” 
Rev 1.18 And | hold the keys of d and 
Hades 
Rev 21:4 There will be no more d 
debauchery—living an immoral life or a life 
without religion; living to please only your- 
self 
Deborah—a prophetess who led Israel to 
victory over the Canaanites (Jdg 4-5) 
debt—something that one person owes an- 
other, (Also, debtor.) 
Mt 6:12 Forgive us our d, 
deceive—{v ) to fool or trick; to lie (n, deceit, 
deception, adj. deceitful). 
Ge 3:13 “The serpent d me, and I ate.” 
1Co 3:18 Do not d yourselves. 
Gal 6:7 Do not be d: God cannot be 
1Jn 1:8 we d ourselves and the truth is not 
decree—an order or law given by someone 
with power and authority 
dedicate—to set apart for a special purpose, 
often for God's use. 
defect—impertection; fault 
defile—to make something that is good and 
pure impure or unclean. 
defraud—to cheat someone by trickery. 
Deity—God 
Col 2:9 of the D lives in bodily form, 
deliver—to rescue; to set free 
demon—evil spirit. A demon-possessed 
person is one who is controlled by evil 
spirits. 1 
Mk 5:15 possessed by the legion of d 
Ro 8:38 neither angels not d, neither 
1Co 10:20 of pagans are offered to d, 
ITi 4:1 spirits and things taught by 4. 
Jas 2:19 Good! Even the d believe that 
Rev 16:14 of d performing miraculous 
signs 
denarius—a small Roman coin made of sil- 
ver. During Jesus’ earthly ministry, one 
denarius was the payment for about one 
day's work 


denounce—to say a purson or thing evil 
oF wines WS ng 
Pip t8 fault in @ crooked wed d genera 
depray iT? teat 4 
PAE TR ee hy 


desecrate —1o treat without respect Or fever: 
once 


mike 
desolate—not lived in; analy; deserted —— 
pres v.) to decide atvead of time (n. 
destitute—-not having necessary things 


such as money and food. 
detest—to hate. 


devil— 
Lk 42 forty days he wae tempted by the 


—_ 


devi for 
pated li pop eng sired 2 
use. 


devout—religious; giving much time to 
prayer and worship, : 
die— 


ib when you eat of it you will surely 


2Ki 14:6 each is to d for his own sins.” 

Ecc 3:2 a time to be born and a time to d 
Eze 3.18 that wicked man will d for his sin 
Eg 18-4 cotil who sing MSNGORS ME 
Jn 11:26 and believes in me will never d. 
Ro 14:8 and if we d, we d to the Lord. 

10 sai hee ee 


Php 1:21 to live is Christ and to d is gain. 
Rev 14:13 Blessed are the dead who d 
dirge—a song of deep sadness, usually 

sung at funerals. 
discern—to understand; to come to know 
the difference between two or more things. 
Php 1:10 you may be able to d what is best 
disciple—a follower or student, especially 
one who believes what the leader teaches. 
Anyone who believes in Jesus is his disciple. 
Lk 14:27 and follow me cannot be my 4. 
Jn 13:35 men will know that you are my d 
discip! line—{v.) to correct; to teach what is 
nght; (m.) training that corrects, molds or 
perfects moral character. 
Ps 39:11 You rebuke and d men for their 
sin 


DICTIONARY-CONCORDANCE 


Pr 15:5 A fool spurns his father’s d 
Pr 29:17 D your son, and he will Rive you 
Heb 12:6 the Lord d those he loves 
— 3:19 Those whom I love I rebuke and 


disclose—to show or reveal, 
discourse—I. (v.) to talk together; 2. (m.) a 
conversation or speech. 
discriminate—to make a difference where 
no such difference should or does exist; to 
treat two persons or things differently be- 
cause one seems better than the other, 
Jas 2:4 have you not d among yourselves 
disgrace—to bring shame to. 
disown—to reject someone or something so 
completely that it no longer belongs to you, 
Mt 26:35 to die with you, I will never d 


2 if we d him, 
disperse—to scatter; to spread around. 
dissension—disagreement; quarreling. 
dissipation—living only for your own plea- 
sure; wasting your life on foolish or evil 
pleasures. 
divination—seeing into the future by mag- 
Ic. 
Lev 19:26 “ ‘Do not practice d or sorcery. 
divine—given by God; belonging to God. 
Ro 1:20 his eternal power and d nature 
2Co 10:4 they have d power 
divorce— 
Mal 2:16 “T hate d,” says the Lorpv God 
Mt 19:3 for a man to d his wife for any 
1Co 7:11 And a husband must not d his 
wife. 
doctrine—teachings or beliefs about God. 
1Ti 4:16 Watch your life and d closely. 
Tit-2:1 is in accord with sound d. 
dominion—power; rule. 
Ps 22:28 for d belongs to the Lorp 
Eph 1:21 far above all rule and authority, 
power and d 
doom—1. (v.) to make certain something 
will fail or be destroyed; 2. (n.) fate; condem- 
nation; ruin 
door— 
Mt 7:7 and the d will be opened to you. 
Rev 3:20 | stand at the d and knock. 
doubt— 1 
Mt 21:21 if you have faith and do not d 
Mk 11:23 and does not d in his heart 
Jas 1:6 he must believe and not d 
dropsy—puffiness or swelling of the body 
caused by a disease of the kidneys, liver or 
heart 
earth— 
Ge 1:1 God created the heavens and the e. 
Ps 24:1 ¢ is the Lorp’s and everything 


Mt 6:10'done on ¢ as it is in’ 
Mt 24:35 Heaven and ¢ ; 
Lk 2:14 on ¢ peace to men 

Php 2:10 in heaven and one and under 


e . 
2Pe 3:13 to a new henvaianiat 


new 


edict—an order or law made. 
who has the power to cme 7 


someone to live in 
160 10d but ihe whol 


the church, 
1Ti 5:17 The e who direct the affairs 


Tit 1:5 and appoint e in every town 
election— bs 
Ro 9:11 God's in ¢ might stand — 
- 2Pe 1:10 to make your calling and ¢ sure, 


Eli—the high priest with whom Samuel 
spent the early years of his life (1Sa 2:11-26). 
Elijah—a prophet of the Lord pat A 
reign of Ahab, He predicted a famine in Is- 
rael (1Ki 17:1), and defeated the prophets of 
Baal at Carmel in the test of whose God 
would set fire to the altar (1Ki 18: . He 
was taken to heaven in a 
2:11-12) and later a) wil 
the transfiguration of Jesus (Mk 
Elisha—the prophet bbe Fel Elijah. © 
He was present when took Elijah to 
heaven, and he took his place as prophet to 
Israel (2Ki 2:1-18). 

Elizabeth—the mother of John the Baptist. 
She became pregnant when she was YEH 
old; Mary went to visit her when she found _ 
out she, too, was pregnant (Lk 1:5-58). — 


enchanter—a magician or snake charmer. ‘, 


endure—to continue; to keep on going; to 
bear something that is difficult or 
Ps 136:1 His love e forever. 


painful, 


i 


ith Moses at 


9:1-8), — * . 


Mal 3:2 who can ¢ the day of his coming 


2Ti 2:3 E hardship with us like a good 
enmity—hatred or bad feelings that make 
two people or two groups enemies. 

Ge 3:15 And I will put e é 
Enoch—a man who “walked with God.” 
Later in life, God “took him away” (Ge 5:18- 
24). . 4 
envy—to want for yourself 
belongs to another person. 

1Co 13:4 It does not e, it does nor boast 


4 


11 
ephod—a linen apron worn by a priest over 
his robe. It was decorated with gold, blue, 
purple and scarlet yarns. 
Ephraim—1. one of Joseph’s sons; 2. one of 
the tribes of Israel, Its members were de- 
scendants of Ephraim. 3, a name for the 
northern kingdom of Israel after the ten 
tribes of Israel and the two tribes of Judah 
separated from each other. 
Ge 41:52 The second son he named E 
Isa 7:17 unlike any since E broke away 
from Judah 
epileptic—a person afflicted with a disorder 
of the brain that makes one lose control of 
his or her muscles and sometimes causes 
unconsciousness. In Bible times epilepsy 
was a dreaded disease; but today it can be 
controlled by medicine. 
equity—fairness. 
Esau—the firstborn son of Isaac and twin of 
Jacob (Ge 25:21-26). He sold his birthright to 
Jacob for a pot of stew (Ge 25:29-34) and was 
tricked out of his blessing by this same 
brother (Ge 27). Later in his life he and Jacob 
met and were reconciled (Ge 33). 
esteem—1. (v.) to value; to consider impor- 
tant; 2. (n.) high regard or respect. 
Esther—a Jewish woman who lived in 
Persia (Est 2:7). Xerxes chose her to be 
queen (Est 2:8-18). Upon being told of a plot 
by Haman to kill the Jews, she went to the 
king and pleaded for the Jewish people and 
thus saved them (Est 3-4; 7-9). 
eternal—without beginning or end; forever; 
timeless. God is eternal. 
Dt 33:27 The e God is your refuge, 
Jn3:16 him shall not perish but have e life. 
Ro 6:23 but the gift of God is e life 
1Jn 5:13 you may know that you have e 
life. 
eunuch—1. the most important official after 
the king or queen; 2, a man whose sex or- 
gans have been removed so that he cannot 
produce children, 
evangelist—a person who preaches the 
good news about Jesus. 
Ac 21:8 stayed at the house of Philip the 


¢ 
Eph 4:11 some to be prophets, some to be 
e 
Eve—the first woman God created (Ge 2:20- 
24). Her name means, Mother of all the liv- 
ing (Ge 3:20) 
everlasting—forever; without end. 
Ps 90:2 from e to e you are God, 
Isa 9:6 E Father, Prince of Peace 
Isa 55:3 | will make ane covenant with you 
Jn 6:47 the truth, he who believes has e 
life. 
2Th 1:9 punished with e destruction 


DICTIONARY-CONCORDANCE 
eel wie sdoing things against God's 
will. 

Ge 2:9 of the knowledge of good and ¢ 

Ps 23:4 I will fear no e 

Isa 13:11 I will punish the world for its e 

Isa 55:7 and the e man his thoughts. 

Mt 6:13 but deliver us from the e one.” 

Ro 12:9 Hate what is e; cling 

Ro 12:17 Do not repay anyone e for e. 

Eph 6:16 all the flaming arrows of the e 

one. 

Jas 1:13 For God cannot be tempted by ¢ 
exalt—to praise; to raise to an important po- 
sition. ’ 

Ps 118:28 you are my God, and I will e 


you. 

Ps 148:13 for his name alone is e 

Pr 14:34 Righteousness ¢ a nation 

Mt 23:12 For whoever e himself will be 
exile—(v.) to force someone to leave his or 
her country or home; (m.) forced removal 
from one’s country or home. 

2Ch 36:20 He carried into e to Babylon 
exodus—the departure of a large group of 
people from one place to go to another. The 
book of Exodus is the story of the Israelites’ 
journey from Egypt to Canaan. 
exploit—to take unfair advantage of. 
extol—to praise. 

Ps 34:1 I will e the Lorp at all times 

Ps 95:2 and e him with music and song. 
extortion—something gotten from a person 
by force or by using other illegal means. 
Ezekiel—a priest who was called to be a 
prophet to the Jewish people when they 
were in exile in Babylon (Eze 1-3). He had 
many Visions from the Lord (Eze 37; 40). 
Ezra—a priest and teacher of the Law; he led 
a group of Jewish exiles back to Israel and 
helped them reestablish the temple of God 
and restore proper worship (Ezr 7-8). 
faction—a group of people trying to get its 
own way or promote its own interests. 
faith—belief and trust in God; knowing that 
God is real, even though we can’t see him. 

Hab 2:4 but the righteous will live by his 


f 
Mt 17:20 if you have f as small as a mus- 
tard 
Lk 7:9 | have not found such great f 
Ro 1:17 “The righteous will live by f.” 
Ro 3:22 comes through f in Jesus Christ 
1Co 13:2 and if I have a f that can move 
2Co 5:7 We live by f, not by sight. 
Eph 6:16 to all this, take up the shield of 


f, 
1Ti 6:12 Fight the good fight of the f, 
Heb 11:1 f is being sure of what we hope 
for 


DICTIONARY-CONCORDANCE 


Heb 11:8 By f Abraham, when called to go 
Heb 12:2 the author and perfector of our 


‘4 
Jas 2:26 so f without deeds is dead. 
faith SP eae loyal. God is faith- 
ful. 
Ps 145:13 the Lorp is f to all his promises 
Mt 25:21 “Well done, good and f servant! 
Ro 12:12 patient in affliction, f in prayer. 
1Co 10:13 And God is f; he will not let you 
be 
1)n 1:9 he is f and just and will forgive us 
Rev 1:5 who is the f witness, the firstborn 
faithfulness— 
Ps 86:15 to anger, abounding in love and 
f 


La 3:23 great is your f, 

Gal 5:22 patience, kindness, goodness, f 
falsehood—a lie. 
family— 

Ps 68:6 God sets the lonely in f 

Lk 9:61 go back and say good-by to my f.” 

Lk 12:52 in one f divided against each 

other 

ITi 3:4 He must manage his own f well 

1Ti 5:4 practice by caring for their own f 
father 

Ge 2:24 this reason a man will leave his f 

Ge 17:4 You will be the f of many nations. 


Ex 20:12 “Honor your f and your mother | § 


Pr 23:22 Listen to your/, who gave you life 
Mt 6:9 “Our F in heaven 
Lk 11:11 “Which of you f, if your son asks 
Lk 23:34 Jesus said, “F, forgive them 
Jn 10:30 | and the F are one.” 
Jn 14:2 In my F house are many rooms 
Jn 14:6 No one comes to the F 
fear—(v.) 1, to respect highly; to feel rever- 
ence and awe for; 2. to be afraid of. (n.) 
profound reverence toward God; anticipa= 
tion or awareness of danger. 
Dt 6:13 F the Lorp your God, serve him 
Job 1:8 a man who f God and shuns evil.” 
Ps 91:5 You will not f the terror of night 
Ps 111;:10 f of the Loxo is the beginning 
Isa 41;10 So do not f, for lam with you 
Php 2;12 to work out your salvation with 
f 
fellowship—companionship or friendship. 
IJn 1:6 claim to have f with him yet walk 
IJn 1:7 we have f with one another, 
fig—1. a brownish pear-shaped fruit that 
grows in countries near the Mediterranean 
Sea; 2. the tree that grows this fruit, 
firstborn—a family’s first male child. The 
firstborn son became the head of the family 
when his father died. He also received twice 
as much money and property as each of his 
brothers 
Ex 11:5 Every f son in Eygpt will die 


firstfruits—the first H 
grains harvested from the field. 
Ex 23:19 “Bring the best of the f of 
soil 1 eet 
flawless—without fault o defect; perfect, . 
flog—to beat with a stick Or a whip, 
forbearance—patience; tolerance, we 
forefather—a male ancestor, — than «. 
foreknow—to know ahead of time, 
Ro 8:29 For those God fhe | rte 
Ro 11:2 not reject his people, whom he f if 
forgive—to pardon or excuse; no longer to é 
blame or be angry with someone who had t 
done you wrong, . 
Mt 6:14 For if you f men when they sin: 
Lk 23:34 Jesus said, “Father, fthem ed 
Col 3:13 F as the Lord ave you, © 
In 1:9 and just and will f us our sing 
forsake—to leave another completely alone, — 
with no hope that you will ever return, 
Jos 1:5 I will never leave roe or f you, 
Isa 55:7 Let the wicked fhis way 
Mt 27:46 my God, why have you f me? 
frankincense—an incense burned for its 
sweet smell, ot aie 
Jn 8:32 and the truth will set you fi" 
Ro 6:18 You have been set f from sin 


ireedom— 
2Co 3:17 the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 


Ga; 5:13 But do not use your fto indulge 
friend— ie . 
Pr 18:24 there is a f who sticks closer 


Jn 15:13 that one lay down his life for his 7 


f 
Jas 4;4 Anyone who chooses to be af 
fruitful—productive; yielding much fruit. 
Ge 1:22 “Be f and increase in nv 
nee clean so that it will be even more 


fulfill—to complete a promise or project, 
Ps 116:14 | will f my vows to the Loxp 
Mk 14:49 But the Scriptures must be f.’” 
Lk 24:44 Everything must be f that is 
fulfillment— ; 
Ro 13:10 Therefore love is the f of the law, 
Gabriel—the angel who announced the 
births of John the Baptist and Jesus (Lk 1:11+ 
20; 26-38). 
Galilee—the northern part of Palestine, 
Palestine had three main parts: Galilee, Sax 
maria and Judea, Jesus grew up, preached 
and did most of his miracles in Galilee. To- 
day this area is in northern Israel, 


gall—1. a plant with an extremely bitter- 
tasting fruit; 2. the liquid made by the liver, 
Mt 27:34 mixed with g; but after tasting it 


13 


= alogy—a list of @ person's ancestors or 
lescendants; a family tree, 
eneration—the entire number of people 
born and living at about the same time, 
Grandparents, parents and children are 
three different generations 
Ps 102:12 your renown endures through 
ally 
Lk I48 now on all g will call me blessed 
Gentile—anyone who is not a Jew 
Ro 3:9 and G alike are all under sin, 
Ro [1:13 as 1am the apostle to the G 
Eph 3:6 the gospel the G are heirs together 
Gideon—a judge who freed Israel from the 
rule and terror of the Midianites (Jdg 6-8). 
He asked for a sign from God, and God 
showed him his will by means of dew and 
4 fleece (Jdg 6:36-40). 
gift— 
Ro 6:23 but the g of God is eternal life 
ICo 12:4 There are different kinds of & 
2Co 9:15 be to God for his indescribable g! 
gleanings—the grain or fruit left behind af- 
ter harvesting. Poor people were allowed to 
pick up and use these leftovers. 
glory—1. honor; praise; 2. a source of pride 
or worthiness, 
Ps 8:5 and crowned him with g and honor. 
Ps 19:1 The heavens declare the g of God 
Lk 2:14 saying, “G to God in the highest 
Jn 1:14 We have seen his g, the g of the one 
1Co 10:31 whatever you do, do it all for 
the g 
Rev 4:11 to receive f and honor and power 
glutton—a person who eats too much. 
gnash—to grind (one’s teeth) together. 
God— 
Ge 1:1 in the beginning G created 
Ge 17:1 “lam G Almighty; walk before me 
Ge 50:20 but G intended it for good 
Ex 8:10 is no one like the Lorp our G. 
Ex 20:5 the Lorp your G, am a jealous G 
Nu 23:19 G is not a man, that he should 
lie 
Dt 4:31 the Lorp your G is a merciful G 
Dt 6:4 Lorp our G, the Lorp is one. 
Dt 6:5 Love the Lorp your G 
Dt 32:4 A faithful G who does no wrong 
Ne 9:17 But you are a forgiving G 
Ps 46:1 G is our refuge and strength 
Ps 71:22 harp for your faithfulness, O my 
G 
Jn 1:18 ever seen G, but G the only Son 
Jn 3:16 ‘For G so loved the world that he 
Jn 4:24 G is spirit, and his worshipers 
must 
1Co 10:13 G is faithful; he will not let you 
be 
1Co 14:33 For G is not a G of disorder 


DICTIONARY-CONCORDANCE 
Heb 12:10 but G disciplines 4 : 
Jas 1:13 For G be tem; ; Pid 
jas 1: ‘or G cannot be 
1Jn 4:16 G is love. PONion 
4:8 holy is the Lord G 
Golgotha—the hill outside Jerusalem 
Jesus was hung on a cross. sea 
Jn 19:17 (which in Aramaic is called G). 
Goliath—the Philistine giant who was 
killed by David (1Sa 17; 21:9). 
pel—1, the good news that Jesus died 
r our sins and rose again; 2, Gospel, any 
of the first four books of the New Testa- 
ment. 
Ro 1:16 I am not ashamed of the g 
Ro 15:16 duty of proclaiming. the g of God 
1Co 9:16 Woe to me if do not preach the 


g 
1Co 15:2 By this g you are saved — 
2Co 9:13 your confession of the g 
1Th 2:4 by God to be entrusted with the 
& 
grtace—an undeserved favor or gift; the un- 
deserved forgiveness, kindness and mercy 
that God gives us. 
Ro 3:24 and are justified freely by his g 
Ro 5:20 where sin increased, ¢ increased 
all 
2Co 12:9 “My g is sufficient for you 
Eph 2:5 it is by g you have been saved, 
Tit 3:7 having been justified by his g 
guilty—having broken a law or command- 
ment; deserving punishment. 
Ex 34:7 does not leave the g unpunished 
1Co 11:27 in an unworthy manner will be 


& 

Heb 10:22 to cleanse us froni a g con- 
science 

Jas 2:10 at just one point is ¢ of breaking 
all 


Hades—hell; the place where the spirits of 
the dead live. 
Mt 16:18 the gates of H will not overcome 
it. 


Hagar—a servant of Sarah and one of Abra- 
hams’s wives; the mother of Ishmael (Ge 
16:1-6; 25:12), After giving birth to Isaac, 
Sarah drove Hagar away (Ge 21:9-21). 
Haggai—a prophet who encouraged the Is- 
raelites who returned from exile in Babylon 
to rebuild the temple (Ezr 5:1; Hag 1-2). 
hallelujah—praise the Lord; a song of 
praise. 

Rev 19:1 “H! Salvation and glory and 

power 


hallow—to make holy; to set apart as ~ 


special. 
Hannah—the wife of Elkanah; she pra 


for a son and God gave her canes 


. 


B te 
1911 Thave 
Ps 13923 Seareh me, O God, and. 
m f } 
Jer M10 when you seek me with all: 
Eze 36:26 | will give 4 os 
MC 5:8 Blessed are the pure in a a 


ML aRSy the Lord your 


Ro 10:10 is with your h that you believe 
heaven— 


Mk 16:19 he was taken 
Php 3:20 But our ci is inh. 
Rev 21:1 Then I saw a new h and a new 


Hebrew—1. another name for an Israelite; a } 
descendant of Abraham; 2, the language | — 
spoken by the Jews. The Old Testament was | _ 
written in Hebrew. 
heir—someone who receives the perty: 
or blessings of a person who has Med. In 
Bible times an heir was usually male. 
Ro 8:17 then we are h—h of God 
Eph 3:6 gospel the Gentiles are h together 
heresy—false teaching about God. 
Herod—the family name of five kings who 
ruled Palestine under the Roman emperor: 
Herod the Great (Mt 2:16); Herod Antipas 
(Mk 6:14-29); Herod Philip (Mt 14:3; Mk 6:- 
17); Herod Agrippa I (Ac 12;1-4,19-23); Her- 
od Agrippa II (Ac 23:35; 25:13-26:32). 
Herodias—the wife of Herod Antipas; she 
persuaded her daughter to ask Antipas for 
the head of John the Baptist (Mk 6:17). 
Hezekiah—a king of Judah; he restored the 
temple, re-instituted proper worship and 
sought the Lord’s help against the Assyr- 
ians. He showed his faith when, suffering 
from a serious illness, he prayed to God and 
was healed; yet he also showed the Babylo- | adh 
nians his treasures and God peed i Mt 7:5 you h, 
and the Israelites for this (2Ch 29-31; 2Ki 
18-20). Had or egos 
high priest—the chief religious official in| Ps 51:7 ith h, and 


15 

idol—a statue made by people and wor- 
shiped as if it had the power of a god; any- 
thing that takes the place of God in a per- 


try. 

1Co 8:4 We know that an / is nothing at all 

Col 3:5 evil desires and greed, which is i 
Immanuel—a name for Jesus meaning 
“God with us.” 

Isa 7:14 birth to a son, and will call him I. 

Mt 1:23 and they will call him I" 
immortal—free from death; not able to die. 

1Ti 1:17 Now to the King eternal, 1 
immortality— 

1Co 15:53 and the mortal with ¢. 
imperishable—not able to die or to be de- 
stroyed. 

1Pe 1:23 not of perishable seed, but of 7 
impure—not pure; not clean. Rs 

1Th 4:7 For God did not call us to bef 
incense—1. spices burned to make a sweet- 
smelling smoke, as a way of worshiping 
God; 2. the sweet smell or the smoke of 
burning spices. ® 

Ps 141:2 my prayer be set before you like 


i 

Mt 2:11 him with gifts of gold and of i 
incensed—very angry; filled with rage. 
indignation—anger. 
infirmity—physical weakness; disease. 

Isa 53:4 Surely he took up our tf 
inherit—to receive money, property or 
keepsakes from a person after his or her 
death 

Mt 5:5 for they will i the earth. 

Mk 10:17 “what must I do to i eternal 

life?” 


inheritance—moncy, «property or keep- 
sakes received froma person after his or her 


death 

Dt 4:20 to be the people of hist 

1Pe 1:4 and into an (that can never perish 
iniquity—sin; wickedness. 

Ps 51:2 Wash away all my i 

Ps 103:10 or repay us according to our i. 

Isa 53:6 the 1 of us all. 

Mic 7:19 and hurl all our/into the depths. 
injustice—unfairness. 
inscription—1. the writing on a coin; 2. a 
written title or message. 
insolent—proud, in an insulting way. 
institute—to establish; to begin. 
insurrection—revolt or rebellion against a 
government. 
integrity—complete honesty. 
intercede—to beg or plead for another per- 


son 


Ro 8:26 but the Spirit himself i for us 


became a nation when God took his e 
tof Egypt (Ex 1-14);2. the new Larcoa] 
ve to Jacob (Ge 32:28); 3. the nahn en 


from 


Holy Spirit after Christ's ascension 
3); became a leader in the church i 


eat 


——— 


DICTIONARY-CONCORDANCE 


tem (Ac 12:17) 15; 21:18; Gal 2:9); author of Bee for Jesus (Mt 3:11+12); 
in the Jordan 


the epiatle of James (aw 11), 
Ia 
he was blessed because he covered his fa- 
ther's nakedness (Ge 918-28). 

jealous—1, afraid of ene someone's love 


eth--one of the sons of Noah (Ge 5:32); | ed (Mk 1:14) and 


River (Mt 3:13-17); was arn 

@142).2 on he he pon ‘ 

er of the apostle James 1-10). ' 
arse 


resent at Jesus’ 


or affection; 2. angry or unt bec f ); became one of the leaders of the 
what someone else has; 3. caretal to guard pt Jerusalem’ (Ae. 3) aioe {h poapeliae . 
or keep what one has. ep ‘epistles ot Jour anata 
Joel 2:18 the Loxo will be j for his land | the book of Revelation (Rev 1:1; 22:8). 
2Co 11:2 1 am j for you with a godly jeal- | John, Mark (see Mark, John). 
ousy Jonah—a het in the days of Jeroboam II 
jealousy— of Israel (2K 14:25), He was called to 


Gal 5:20 hatred, discord, j, fits of rage 


to Nineveh but instead fled to Tarshish (Jnh 


Jeremiah—a prophet called by God (Jer 1) to | 1:1-3). While at sea a great storm arose be- 


prophesy to Judah (Jer 1:1-3). His life was in 


Grune, Of his disobedience: haswas tina 
a 


danger because of what he prophesied (Jer | into the sea and was 


11:18-23;26), and he was subsequently put 
in stocks (Jer 20:1-2), imprisoned (Jer I, 
and thrown in a cistern (Jer 38), He was 


fish (Inh 1:4-17). He then priate went 
to Nineveh and preached, telling the people 
to repent (Jnh 3), ty 


forced to flee to Egypt from the Babylonians | Jonathan—a son of King Saul (1Sa p19. . 
(er 43), He is often referred to as the | He hada special friendship with David (1 
prophet of gloom, because he prophesied | 18:1-4); 19-20; 23:16-18). When he was killed- 


about the destruction of Judah, 


Jeroboam—an official in Solomon’s court; 
he rebelled and became the first king of Is- 


te 31) David mourned greatly for him (2Sa 


Jordan—a river in Palestine that flows be- 


rael (the northern ten tribes) (IKi 11;26-40; | tween the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea, 


12:1-20), 


Jerusalem—the political and religious cen- 
ter of Judah. 


Ps 


5 If I forget you, O J 
Jn 


:20 where we must worship is in J.” 


Jos 4:22 Israel crossed the J on dry 
ground.” 
Mt 3:6 baptized by him in the J River. 


2Ki 23:27 and I will reject J, the city I chose h—1., Jacob Rachel (Ge 
Ne 2:17 Come, let us rebuild the wall of J re He theinoncet ba Aye ue a 


hated by his brothers (Ge 37:3-4). He was 
sold into slavery by his brothers (Ge 37:12- 


Rev 21:2 I saw the Holy City, the new J 36), taken to Egypt and there served Poti- 


Jeshua—see Joshua (2), 


Jew—an Israelite; one of the chosen people | 39). While in prison 


phar until put in prison on a false charge (Ge 
he in ted the 


of God; a descendant of Abraham through | dreams of Pharaoh's servants (Ge 40), and 


Jacob. 

Mt 2:2 who has been born king of the J ? 

Ro 3:29 Is God the God of J only? 

Gal 3:28 There is neither J] nor Greek 
Jezebel—the Sidonian wife of King Ahab 
(1Ki 16:31). She promoted Baal worship in 
Israel (1Ki 16:32-33); had many prophets of 
God killed (1Ki 18:4,13); and opposed the 
prophet Elijah (1Ki 19:1-2). Elijah prophe- 
sied her death (1Ki 21:17-24). 

Joash—the boy-king of Judah; he repaired 
the temple (2Ki 12). 


Job—a wealthy man from the land of Uz | [crae] was to live as his chosen 


who feared God (Job 1:1-5), His righteous- 
ness was tested by disaster (Job 1:6-22) and 
personal affliction (Job 2), but, in the end, 
God restored wealth and honor to him (Job 
42) 

John—1. John the Baptist (Mk 1:2-8); the son 


then interpreted Pharaoh's dreams (Ge 41:4- 
40). For this, he was given a position 
under Pharaoh (Ge 41:41-57). During a fam- 
ine his brothers came to Egypt to buy grain, 
and so Joseph was reunited with his aged 
father and with his brothers (Ge 42-47); 2, 
the husband of Mary and childhood father 
of Jesus (Mt 1:16-24; 2:13-19); 3. a disciple of 
Jesus from Arimathea; he gave his tomb for 
Jesus’ burial (Mt 27:57-61); 4. the original 
name of Barnabas (Ac 4:36). 


Joshua—1. the son of Nun (Nu 13:8); Moses’ 
aide on Mt. Sinai, when God revealed how 


(Ex 
24:13); spied out the land of Canaan (Nu 13); 
and he and Caleb, though members of the 
generation of Israelites who had showed a 
lack of faith forty years earlier, were allowed 
to enter the promised land (Nu 14:6,30). As 
the successor of Moses (Dt 31:1-18), he led 


of Zechariah and Elizabeth (Lk 1). He | the Israelites across the Jordan River into 
preached in the desert, preparing the | Canaan (Jos 3-4); was the commander in the 


7 
conquest of Jericho (los 6), Ai (los 78), and 
a large part of Canaan (Jos 1012); oversaw 
the civiching up of the promised land among 
whe owelve tribes of Israel (Jos 13-22); 2. the 
high priest in Israel during the rebuilding of 
both the temple (Hag 1-2) and the altar ( 
4.2.8) also called Joehua 
Judah! Jacob's fourth son) 2. the tribe of 
Israel whose members were descendants of 
Judah: 3. a name for the southern kingdom 
after Judah and Benjamin separated from 
the northern ten tribes. 
Ge 29:35 So she named him ]. 
Jer 12:19 All} will be carried into exile, 
Zee 10-4 From | will come the cornerstone 
Judaism—the teachings of the Jewish reli- 
gion, 
Judas—1. one of the twelve apostles (Lk 6+ 
16; Ac 1:13); was probably also called id 
daeus (Mt 10:3); 2. one of the brothers of 
Jesus (Mt 13:55); author of the last epistle in 
the New Testament (Jude 1); 3. one of the 
twelve apostles, also called Iscariot; he be- 
trayed Jesus (Mk 3:19; 14:10-50) and then 
hung himself (Mt 27:3-5). 
judge—to decide if something is good or 
bad; to condemn 
Ps 9:8 He will; the world in righteousness 
Mt 7:1 Do not), or you too will be judged. 
2Ti 4:1 who will / the living and the dead, 
judgment—1. a decision or opinion; 2. a 
decision of guilt or innocence made by a 
judge in a court of law; punishment decided 
on by a court; 3. a decision from God, espe- 
cially the Gnal judgment when God will re- 
ward those who believe in him and con- 
demn all others to hell. 
Dt 1:17 of any man, for j belongs to God. 
Ps 119:66 Teach me knowledge and good 
j 
Isa_66:16 the Lord will execute j 
Mt 5:21 who murders will be subject to j. 
Mt 12:36 have to give account on the day 
of ) 
Jn 5:22 but has entrusted all j to the Son 
Ro 14:10 stand before God’s j seat. 
2Co 5:10 appear before the j seat of Christ 
jurisdiction—one’s power and right to rule. 
justice—fairness. 
Isa 30:18 For the Lorp is a God of j. 
Isa 61:8 ‘For I, the Lorp, love j 
Zec 7:9 ‘Administer true j; show mercy 
Lk 11:42 you neglect j and the love of God. 
justification—God’s action in treating us as 
if we had never sinned. 
Ro 4:25 and was raised to life for our j. 
Ro 5:18 of righteousness was j that brings 
justify—to erase someone's sins; to declare 
righteous. 
Ac 13:39 him everyone who believes is j 


DICTIONARY-CONCORDANCE 


Ro 2:24 and are / f hin 
Ro 8:1 since we have eae t ugh 


Gal 324 49 Chis that ve might be fb A 


Bx 196 a wt Ue Oak Ot Baa 
Mt 633 Mut seek first his k and 
Mt 16:19 the keys of the k of heaven 


1 18:36 "My k Is not of this world, 
Tee 15.24 hen over the k to God the Fas 


ther 
Rev 11:15 of the world has become the k 
kingdom of heaven (also called, kingdom of 
G ‘God's rule in the lives of his chosen 
Face and in his creation, Anyone who is 
mn again by believing in Jesus enters this 


hada 
It 3:2 “Repent, for the k of heaven is 
near,” 

Mt 5:3 for theirs is the k of heaven. 
kinsman-redeemer—a close male relative 
who had the right to marry a widow and 
buy (“redeem”) her husband's property. 

Ruth 3:9 over me, since you are a k. 
Laban—the brother of Rebekah (Ge 24:29- 
$y and father of Rachel and Leah (Ge 29- 

1). 


lamb— 

Isa 53:7 he was led like a / to the slaughter 

180 an our Passover |, has been sacri- 

iced, 

Rev 5:6 Then I saw a L, looking 
Lamb of God—a name for Jesus that re- 
minds us that he is like the lambs offered for 
sacrifice in the Old Testament. 

Jn 1:29 L of God, who takes away the sin 
lament—a cry of grief. (Also, lamentation) 
law—1. God's rules, which help his le 
know what is right and wrong, The Ten 
Commandments are part of God's law; 2. 
Law, the first five books of the Bible, written 
by Moses. . 

Ne 8:8 from the Book of the L of God 

Ps 1:2 and on his | he meditates day 

Ps 19:7 the | of the Lorp is perfect 

Ps 119:97 Oh, how I live your |! 

Mt 22:40 All the L and the Prophets hang 

Ro 8:3 For what the | was powerless to do 

Ro 13:10 love is the fulfillment of the [ 

Gal 3;24 So the | was put in charge to lead 

us 
Lazarus—1. the poor man in one of Jesus’ 
parables (Lk 16:19-31); 2. the brother of 
Mary and Martha; Jesus raised him from the 
dead (Jn 11:1-12:19), 
Leah—the wife of Jacob; she had six sons 
and one daughter (Ge 29:16-30:21). 
legion—1. a group of 6,000 soldiers in the 
Roman army; 2. any very large group of 
people or things. 


DICTIONARY-CONCORDANCE 
leprosy—a word used in the Bible for 
different skin diseases and infections. 
Levite—a member of the tribe of Levi. The: 
Levites took care of the temple. ory dl 
vites could become priests, but not. 

vites were priests. 


Nu 1:53 The L are to be responsible 


lewd—indecent; wicked. isd 


life— . 
physical life 

Ge 2:7 into his nostrils the breath of 1 

Ps 23:6 all the days of my / 4 

Jer 10;23 that a man’s / is not his own 

Mk 10:45 to give his | as a ransom for | 


many. * 
Jn 15:13 lay down his | for his friends. — 
Eph 4:1 I urge you to live a! worthy 
Col 1:10 order that you may live al worthy 
spiritual life “ 
Mt 6:25 Is not | more important than food | I 
Mt 10:39 Whoever finds his | will lose it 
Jn 1:4 In him was |, and that / was | 
Jn 3:15 believes in him may have eternal 

1 


jn 3:36 believes in the Son has eternal ! 
Jn 11:25 “I am the resurrection and the 1. 
Jn 14:6 am the way and the truth and the 


L 
Jn 20:31 that by believing you may have ! 
Ro 6:13 have been brought from death to 


1 

Ro 6:23 but the gift of God is eternal I 

1Jn 3:14 we have passed from death to / 
light— 

Ge 1;3 “Let there be |,” and there was / 

2Sa 22:29 Lorp turns my darkness into !. 

Ps 27:1 Lorp is my | and my salvation 

Ps 119:105 and a / for my path. 

Isa 9:2 have seen a great | 

Mt 5:16 let your / shine before men 

Jn 8:12 he said, “I am the I of the world. 

Co 4:6 made his | shine in our hearts 

In 1:5 God is J; in him there is no- 
live— 

Ex 20:12 so that you may ! long 

Ro 1:17 “The righteous will | by faith.” 

2Co 5:7 We | by faith, not by sight. 

Php 1:21 to / is Christ and to die is gain. 
locusts—a type of grasshopper. When they 
would settle in a grain field, orchard or 
other cultivated area in Bible times, they 
could devastate the crop. 


Lord— 

Mt 3:3 ‘Prepare the way for the L 

Mt 22:37 “ ‘Love the L your God 

Lk 2:9 glory of the L shone around them 
Ac 16:31 replied, “Believe in the L Jesus 
Ro 10:13 on the name of the L will be 

saved 
Php 2:11 confess that Jesus Christ is L 


1Jn 4:16 God is Loe 


power to tell the meanin: 
Mt 2:1 M from the e 


-¥% 


19 
mai ; having lost a part of 
one’s body, such as an arm or leg 
majestic—great and powerful 

Ex 15:6 was m in power. 

Ps 8&1 how m is your name in all the earth! 
Ps 111:3 Glorious and m are his deeds 
malice—hatred; wishing harm on someone 

ebe 
manger—a teedbox for cows or other ani- 
mals. 

Lk 2:7 in strips of cloth and lying in a m.”" 
manna—the special food God gave daily to 
the Israelites until they reached the prom- 


ised land 
Ex 16:31 people of Israel called the bread 


m 
Jn 6:49 Your forefathers ate the m 
Mark, John—the cousin of Barnabas (Col 
4.10); a helper to Paul and Barnabas (Ac 13:- 
5); later a co-worker with Barnabas (Ac 15:- 
39) and then Pauli (Phm 24); author of the 
second gospel, according to early church 
tradition 
marriage— 
Mt 22:30 neither marry not be given in m 
Ro 7.2 she is released from the law of m. 
Heb 13:4 by all, and the m bed kept pure 
Martha—the sister of Mary and Lazarus, the 
man whom Jesus raised from the dead Jin 
12; 12:2, 
martyr—a person who suffers greatly or 
dies for what he or she believes in. 
marvel—to be surprised; to be filled with 
wonder. 
Mary—-l. the mother of Jesus (Mt 1:16-25; 
Mk 3:31, Jn 19:25-27; Ac 1:14); 2. Mary Mag- 
dalene—a woman whom Jesus freed from 
demons (Lk 8:2); became a supporter of 
Jesus’ ministry (Lk 8:1-3); was present at the 
cross (Mk 15:40); and was one of the women 
who came on Easter morning to the tomb 
(Mt 27:61), where she saw the angel (Lk 24:- 
]-12) and the resurrected Jesus (Jn 20:1-18); 
3. the sister of Martha and Lazarus, the man 
whom Jesus raised from the dead (Jn 11); 
she washed Jesus’ feet with expensive per- 
fume (Jn 12:1-8). 
Matthew—a tax collector who became one 
of the twelve apostles (Mt 9:9-13); also called 
Levi (Mk 2:14-17) 
mediator—one who makes peace between 
two people or two groups who are dis- 
peased and/or angry with each other. Jesus 
is the mediator between us and God. 
1Ti 2:5 and one m between God and men 
Heb 9:15 For this reason Christ is the m 
meditate—to think seriously and carefully. 
Ps 1:2 and on his law he m day and night. 
Ps 119:15 I m on your precepts 


OT 


DICTIONARY-CONCORDANCE 


medium—a person who can supposedly 
tik with the spt Of people who have. 


i 
Sly hen sven f'a person who doen 


Mic Hes act and Cte i 

Ro 9:15 "Twill beac wien shave m 

IPe 1 In Bis greatg Be Nas given us mete 
Messiah—the “Anointed One’; Christ; the 
one the Jews expected to come and be their 


king. P 

Jn 1:41 “We have found the M” (that is 
Methuselah—a man Lies 4 Bible times 
who lived 969 years (Ge 
midwife—a woman who helped with the 
birth of a baby. 
millstone—one of a pair of stones used to 
crush grain for flour. 

Lk 17:2 sea with a m tied around his neck =~ 
minister—(v.) to serve; to give care or atten- 
tion to; (7.) one who serves; one who gives 
care or attention to. ‘ 

1Sa 3:1 The boy Samuel m 

2Co 3:6 as m of a new covenant 

1Ti 4:6 you will be a good m 


m 
Miriam—the sister of Moses and Aaron (Nu __ 
26:59); led the Israelites in God in 
dance and song after he parted the wa- 
ters of the Red Sea (Ex 15:20-21); later tem- 
porarily struck with leprosy because she 
criticized Moses (Nu 12). 


money— 
Ecc 5:10 Whoever loves m never has m 
Mt 6:24 You cannot serve both God and 


M. 

1Co 16:2 set aside a sum of m in keeping 

1Ti 6:10 For the love of m is a root 
mortal—human; able to die. 

1Co 15:53 and the m with immortality. 
Moses—the leader of Israel, from the flight 
out of Egypt to their arrival outside the 
promised land. As a baby, his mother and 
sister placed him ina in the Nile Riv- 
er to save his life; he was discovered here by 
Pharaoh's daughter (Ex 2:1-10), who raised 
him at the royal court. After killing an Egyp- 
tian he fled to Midian (Ex 2:11-15), where he 
was called by the Lord to deliver Israel (Ex 


DICTIONARY-CONCORDANCE 


3-4). Pharaoh refused to listen to God's 
warnings (Ex 5), and-God punished him and 
his people with ten plagues (Ex 7-11). Moses 
instructed the people in their initial observ- 
ance of the Passover and led them in the 
exodus out of Egypt, culminating in their 
passing through the Red Sea (Ex 12-14). He 

received the law of God at Sinai (Ex 19-23) 

and gave it to the people of Israel. He super- 

vised the building of the tabernacle (Ex 36- 

40), set apart Aaron and priests to lead the 

Israelites in worshiping God (Ex 8-9), and, 

under his supervision, twelve spies were 

sent into Canaan (Nu 13). When ten of the 
spies returned with a pessimistic report, the 

Israelites believed this account, thereby 

showing a lack of faith in God. God in turn 

punished them with forty years of wander- 

ing outside the promised land (Nu 14). 

Moses was allowed to view the land of Ca- 

naan from the top of Mount Nebo, but died 

without entering it (Nu 20:1-13; Dt 34:5-12). 

muster—to gather together, especially to 

gather soldiers for war. 

mute—unable to speak, 

myrrh—the sweet-smelling sap of the 

myrrh bush. It was used to make the sacred 

anainting oil. 

Mt 2:11 of gold and of incense and of m. 

Naomi—the mother-in-law of Ruth (Ru 1); 
she advised Ruth to seek marriage with 
Boaz (Ru 2-4). 
nard—a pleasant-smelling oil from the 
spikenard, a plant that grew in India. Since 
this oil had to be brought from India to Is- 
rael, it was very expensive. 
Nathanael—one of the twelve apostles (Jn 
1:45-49); was probably also called Bar- 
tholomew (Mt 10:3). 
Nazarene—1. a person who lived in or came 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee. 2. a 
member of an early sect of Jewish converts 
to Christianity who retained the Mosaic ritu- 
al 

Mk 16:6 looking for Jesus the N 
Nazirite—a person who separated himself 
or herself by taking a vow to do special work 
for God. This included a promise not to cut 
one’s hair and not to drink wine. 

Jdg 13:5 because the boy is to be a N 
Nehemiah—the Jewish “cupbearer’ of 
King Artaxerxes of Persia (Ne 2:1); a trusted 
and highly placed official in the court of Ar- 
taxerxes; temporarily appointed governor of 
Judah; while in Jerusalem rebuilt the walls 
of the city (Ne 2-6) and with Ezra reestab- 
lished the worship of God there after the 
Babylonian exile (Ne 8). 

Nicodemus—a Pharisee who visited Jesus 
at night (Jn 3) and learned about being born 


® beds 
nullify—to make of no value; to make _ 
oath—a promise in which one asks God to ; 
witness that something is true. 


ol -—to-do as asked; to yield to some- : 
oT tae ee = 

Dt 6:3 careful to o so that it may go well 

Dt 13:4 his commands and o him . 

Pperpe ee = 

in 14:23 loves me, o my teaching. 

Ac 5:29 “We must o God rather than men! 

Eph 6:1 0 your parents in the Lord 
offend—to make someone angry by what 
you do. 2 
offering—1. something given to God as an 
act of worship; 2. the killing of an animal to 
make the relationship between God and 
man right again. In the Old Testament, ani- 
mals and grains were regularly used as of- 
ferings, in an attempt to bring the people 
closer to God. 

Ge’ 22:8 provide the lamb for the burnt 0 

Isa 53:10 the Lorp makes his life a guilt o 

Mk 12:33 is more important than all burnt 


° 
Eph 5:2 as a fragrant o and sacrifice to 
God. 


offshoot—a branch off the main stem of a 
tree or plant. 
offspring—children. 
Ge 3:18 and between your o and hers — 
Ge 12:7 “To your 0 I will give this land.” 
omen—an event or sign believed to foretell 
the future. 
oppress—to control people unfairly and 
cruelly by the use of one’s power. 
Isa 53:7 He was o and afflicted 
Zec 7:10 Do not o the widow 
oracle—1. a saying or answer; 2. the word 
of the Lord. 
ordain—1. to set apart for a specific office or 
duty; 2. to order or command. 


ordinance—1. an official law; 2. a law made 


+ 


or commanded by God. 

overseer—a person who watches over and 

takes care of others. Overseer was one of the 

terms used for leaders in the early church. 
Ac 20:28 the Holy Spirit has made you 0. 
1Ti 3:2 Now the o must be above reproach 

Pagan—a person who does not worship 


21 


God, especially someone who worships 
idol: 

Pe 2:12 such good lives among the p that 
papyrus—l1. a large water plant, similar to 
the reed, that grows in marshes and lakes, 
Moses’ mother put him in a basket made 
from papyrus (Ex 2:3); 2. a paper made from 
this plant. 
parable—a story that tells a special lesson or 
truth. Jesus told many parables. 
paradise—a perfect place; heaven. 

Lk 23:43 today you will be with me in p.” 
paralytic—a person who is unable to move 
certain parts of his or her body. 

Mk 2:3 bringing to him a p, carried by four 
parents— 

Pr 17:6 and p are the pride of thelr chil- 

dren. 

Eph 6:1 Children, obey your pin the Lord 

Col 3:20 obey your p in everything 
Passover—an annual Jewish holiday that 


yet today reminds the Jewish people of how | / 


God freed them from slavery in Egypt. At 
the Passover feast, the Jews eat bread made 
without yeast (unleavened bread),’ bitter 
herbs and lamb. With the unleavened bread 
they remember that they left Egypt hastily. 
There was no time to wait for yeast bread to 
rise. Bitter herbs remind them of their suf- 
fering in Egypt. The lamb reminds them of 
the lamb they killed at the first Passover and 
how they put its blood on their doorframes. 
The Lord “passed over’ the homes so 
marked, but he killed all the other firstborn 
in Egypt. 

Ex 12:11 Eat it in haste; it is the Lorp’s P. 
Passover Lamb—the lamb killed on the 
Passover as a sacrifice. Jesus is our Passover 
Lamb. He ~vas.sacrificed for our deliverance 
from sin, in the same way a lamb was sacri- 
ficed to show deliverance from Egypt. 

1Co 5:7 our P lamb, has been sacrificed. 


patience— 

Gal 5:22 joy, peace, p, kindness, goodness 
patient—able to put up with problems or 
pain without complaining or becoming an- 


wR 12:12 Be joyful in hope, p in affliction 
1Co 13:4 Love is p, love is kind. 

patriarch—the father and ruler of a family; 
the head of a tribe. 

Paul—a Pharisee from Tarsus (Ac 9:11); 
named Saul at birth (Ac 13:9). Jesus ap- 
peared to him on the road to Damascus, and 
in this way God turned one of the fiercest 
persecutors of the Christian church into one 
of its mightiest servants (Ac 9:4-9; 26:12-18). 
Paul became an apostle (Gal 1), and 
preached the Good News to the Gentiles. 


Hl 


50) Altey NO cetcre to Seana 
arrested (Ac 21), but continued, 

(Ac 23111), iis 

for two years Paul was a 
before Festus and then betore 

pep rly 27), he arrived 
weet house pasted oom 
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fap iy, - 
Z my p f 
Ac 15:14 from the Gentiles a p 

2Co 6:16 and they will be my p.” — 

1Pe 2:9 you are a chosen p : 
perishable—able to spoil; able to be de- 
stroyed. 

1Co 15:42 the body that is sown is p 
perjurer—a person who lies under oath. 


Jn 15:20 they p me, they will p you 

Ro 12:14 Bless those who p you; bless 
persecution— 

Ro 8:35 or hardship or p or famine 
perseverance— 

Ro 5:3 we know that suffering produces p 

Ro 5:4 p, character; and character, hope. 

Heb 12:1 run with p the race marked out 
persevere—to refuse to give up; to keep on 
trying; to continue in one’s actions or beliefs 
in spite of problems. 

Heb 10:36 You need to p so that 
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bold and preaches a sermon (Ac 2), and he] Ro 4:26 do not know what we fopemer «Myr 
continues to heal (Ae ATL) and preach (Ae | 1h 516,17 Be joyful always; p contin ‘ 
W112), even though challenged by the Precept-—commandy law; rule, . 
Santrectrin (Ae 122), Later God speaks to] Pa 18:6 the p of the Loup are 

hun ia vision and Peter goes to the Gentile | Ps 119,691 keep your p with a —— 
Cornelits to tell him about Jesus (Ac 10), redestine—to decide or decree ahead of 
Phariseesa group of Jows who obeyed fie, 

very strictly both God's laws and all their 


own rules about God's lawa, 

Mt S20 surpasses that of the P 
Philip—1. one of the twelve apostles (Mt 
10:4); 2. a deacon (Ac 6:17) and evangelist 
in Samaria: he witnessed to an Ethiopian 
(Ac 8-40) 
phylactery—a small leather box containing 
verses from the Old Testament; male Jews 
Wore these boxes on their foreheads and left 
arms when they prayed 

Mt 23:5 They make their p wide 
piety—love and reverence for God; devo- 
tion to God 
Pilate—the governor of Judea who ques- 
tioned Jesus (Lk 22:66-23:25) and then sent 
him to Herod (Lk 23:6-12). Pilate finally con- 
sented to Jesus’ crucifixion when the crowds 
chose Barabbas rather than Jesus to be 
released (Lk 23:13-25). 
plague—1. a disease that kills many people, 
such as the plague of boils; 2, an event that 
causes much suffering or loss, especially a 
trouble in which there is a great number of 
offending agents, such as the plague of lo- 
custs. 
plowshare—the pointed part of the plow; it 
cuts into the soil to make rows. 

Isa 2:4 They will beat their swords into p 
plunder—I. (v.) to loot or rob during a war; 
2. (n.) property taken by plundering. 
pomegranate—a reddish fruit about the size 
of an orange. It has many seeds and a juicy 
pulp 
poor— 

Dt 15:4 there should be no p among you 

Ps 82:3 maintain the rights of the p 

Pr 14:31 oppresses the p shows contempt 

Isa 61:1 me to preach good news to the p. 

Mt 5:3 “Blessed are the p in spirit 


prevail-—to triumph or succeed, 


proclaim—to. 


Ro 8:30 And those he p, he ¢ 

Eph 1:5 In love he p we'iobe tBepee’ 
ide— Wik 
Pr 8:13 I hate p and arrogance = 
Pr 16:18 P goes before destruction 


Gal 6:4 Then he can take p in himself ~~ 


priest-a Levite who offered sacrifices and 
prayers to God for the 


‘ople. 7 
Heb 4:14 have a great highawhdneaen 
Heb 7:26 Such a high p meets our need 
1Ch 16:23 p his sal ion day day 
:23 p his salva y 
Ps 19:1 the skies p the work of his hands. 
1Co 11:26 you p the Lord’s death 
profane—to make a holy thing impure by 
treating it with disrespect or irreverence. 
Ley 22:32 Do ne p my holy name. 
prone—naturally inclined; having a ten- 
dency toward or liking for. 
prophecy—a message from God that a 
prophet brings to the people. 
1Co 13:8 where there are p, they will cease 
2Pe 1:20 you must understand that no p 
prophesy—to give the message of God to 
the people. 
Joel 2:28 Your sons and daughters will p 
1Co 14:39 my brothers, be eagar top © 
prophet—a person who receives messages 
from God to tell to his people. A prophet is 
called by God to speak for him. 
Dt 18:18 up for them a p like you 
Lk 24:25 believe all that the p have spoken! 
Ac 10:43 All the p testify about him that 
2Pe 1:19 word of the p made more certain 
prostitute—a person who lets someone use 
his or her body for sexual relations, in ex- 
change for money. 
Lk 15:30 property with p comes home 
1Co 6:9 male p nor homosexual offenders 


a3 
prostrate lying facedown on the yround, 
provoke to make angeyy to cane (rouble, 
paral -pootey written to praise Goa, 
Hph S19 Speak t ane another with p 
purify-to make pure or clean, 
Ln b? of Jesus, his Son, pus fron all ain, 
tin b2 and pus from all uneighteousnena 
Purioe—an annual Jewish holiday for geler 
beating Queen Bather's rescue of the Jews 
when Haman plotted to destroy them, 
Rachel— the daughter of Laban (Ge 29:16); 
she became Jacob's wife (Ge 29:28) and bore 
him two sons, Joseph and Benjamin (Ge M0: 
22-24) AS 16-24), 
ransonr—the price paid to get back a person 
who is held as a slave, Because we were 
slaves of sin, a ransom had to be paid for us, 
That ransom was the death of a sinless per 
son, Jesus, the perfect one, paid our ransom 
when he died on the cross for us, 
Mt 20.28 and to give his life as ar for 
many.” 
Heb 9:15 as ar to set them free 
reap—1. to cut down grain at harvest time; 
to gather a crop together; 2. to get as. a result 
or reward 
Gal &:7 A man r what he sows. 
Rebekah—the sister of Laban and Isaac’s 
wife (Ge 24); the mother of Esau and Jacob 
(Ge 25:19-26). With her encouragement 
Jacob tricked his father into giving him the 
blessing that belonged to Esau (Ge 27:1-17). 
rebel—1, (v.) to disobey and turn against 
those in authority; 2. (n.) a person who dis- 
obeys and flaunts authority. 


rebuke—to scold sharply, 
2Ti 4:2 correct, r and encourage 
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Mtal?'R, for the kingdom 
he Ria} unless you r, you too will all par 


Ac 238 Peter replied, “Rand be baptized, 
repentance 
28 Produce fruit in keeping with 1, 
2Co 7:10 Godly sorrow brings r that leads 
roach—1. (v,) to blame or accuse; 2. fn) 
Senne for which one can be bl or 
criticized; blame, eriticiam, f 
restore—to bring back; to return something. 
to its former condition, jam * 
Ps 23:3 he r my soul, 
Ps 51:12 R to me the joy of your salvation 
resurrection—the act of coming back to life 
after being dead, : 
in 11;25 Jesus said to her, “I am the r 
‘1:4 Son of God by his r from the dead 
1Co 15;12 some of you say that there is no 


f 
retribution—punishment for doing wrong. 
Jer 51:56 For the Lorp is a God of r 


revelation—the act of making known or tell 


ing about, 
Gal 1:12 | received it by r from Jesus 
Christ. 


Rev 3:19 Those whom I love I r 
récompense—to pay or repay; to make up 
for. 
reconcile—to return to friendship after a 
quarrel 

Mt 5:24 First go and be r to your brother 

Ro 5:10 we were r to him through death 
reconciliation— 

Ro 5:11 whom we have now received r. 

2Co 5:18 and gave us the ministry of r 

2Co 5:19 committed to us the message of 

r 
redeem—1. to free from evil by paying a 
price (Gal 3:13); 2. to buy back. 

Ex 6:6 slaves to them and will r you 

Gal 3:13 Christ r us from the curse 
redemption—the act of being bought back. 

Eph 1:7 In him we have r through his 

blood 


Rev 1:1 r of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
revenge—to hurt or punish a person who 
has wronged you; to get back at someone 
who has hurt you. 

Lev 19:18 “Do not seek r or bear a 

Ro 12:19 Do not take r, my frie: 
revere—to feel respect for. 
reverence—a feeling of respect and honor, 

Ps 5:7 in r will | bow down 

Col 3:22 of heart and r for the Lord, 
revile—to call someone a bad name; to scold 
in an insulting way. 
reward (v.; 1.)— 

Ps 127:3 children a r from him. 

Jer 17:10 to r a man according to his con- 

duct 

Mt 5:12 because great is your r in heaven 

Mt 6:5 they have received their r in full. 

Rev 22:12 I am coming soon! My r is with 

me y 


Col 1:14 in whom we have r, the forgive- 
ness 


righteous—without sin; doing what is right. 
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Isa 64:6 and all our r acts are like filthy 
rags 

si and separate the wicked from 
the r . 

Ro 1:17 as it is written: “The r will li 

Ro 3:10 There is no one r, not even one 

In 3:7 does what is right is r, just as he 
is r. > 

righteousness— 

Ge 15:6 and he credited it to him as r._ 

Ps 23:3 He guides me in paths of r 

Mt 5:6 those who hunger and thirst for r 

Mt 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his 


r 
Ro 4:3 and it was credited to him as r.” 
2Ti 3:16 correcting and training in r 

Ruth—a Moabite widow who went with her 
mother-in-law Naomi to Bethlehem (Ru 1). 
There she gathered the gleanings from the 
field of Boaz (Ru 2), whom she later married 
(Ru 3-4:12). She was an ancestor of David 
(Ru 4:13-22) and of Jesus (Mt 1:5). 
Sabbath—the seventh day of the week; the 
Jewish day of rest and worship. It extended 
from Friday sunset until Saturday sunset. 

Ex 20:8 “remembef the 5 day 
sackcloth—a rough cloth, usually woven 
from goats’ hair, Clothing made of sackcloth 
was worn asa sign of mourning for the dead 
or as a sign that a person was sorry for his 
or her sins. 
sacred—holy; set apart for God in a special 
way. 
sacrifice—(v.) to offer as a sacrifice, (n.) an 
offering given to God for the sins of the 
people. In the Old Testament God com- 
manded the people to pay for their sins by 
sacrificing cattle, lambs, goats, doves or pi- 
geons. The animals were killed, their blood 
splattered against the altar and their bodies 
burned on the altar. People who were very 
poor could bring flour to be burned on the 
altar. These sacrifices were pictures of Jesus’ 
coming as a once-for-all sacrifice for sinners. 

Ge 22:2 S him there as a burnt offering 

Ex 12:27 “It is the Passover s to the LoRD 

1Sa 15:22 To obey is better than s 

Ro 12:1 to offer your bodies as living s 

Heb 9:28 so Christ was s once 

1Jn 2:2 He is the atoning s for our sins 

Sadducees—a group of Jewish leaders, 

many of them priests, who accepted only 

the written law of God. They opposed the 

Pharisees, who had many additional laws 

that had been passed down to them by their 

religious teachers. Unlike the Pharisees, the 

Sadducees did not believe in a resurrection 

of the dead, but they agreed with the Phari- 

sees in their hatred of Jesus. 
Mk 12:18 S, who say there is no resurrec- 
tion 


Eli (1Sa 2:11; 18-26) and was 
prophet (1Sa 3). He anoin' 


Spirit in our hearts. 
Ro 15:16 to God, 


25 
though the Romans had conquered Pales- 
tine and a Roman governor ruled the coun- 
try, the Jews were allowed to judge many of 
their own matters. The Sanhedrin could de- 
cide whether someone was 
guilty of breaking a Jewish law, 
not put anyone to death without the permis- 
sion of the Roman governor. 

Mk 14:55 and the whole S were looking 

for evidence 

Sarah—the wife of Abraham and mother of 
Isaac; first called Sarai (Ge 11:29-31). God 
promised her that, though she had been 
barren throughout her life, she would give 
birth to a son in her old age (Ge 17:15-21; 
18-10-15). 
Satan—the devil; the leader of the fallen 
spirits; the most powerful enemy of God 
and humans 

Mk 4:15 S comes and takes away the word 


2Co 11:14 for $ himself ma: 

Rev 12:9 serpent called the devil or S 
Saul—l. the first king of Israel (1Sa 9-10). 
He was anointed by Samuel but was later 
rejected by God because he failed to destroy 
all of the Amalekites (15a 15). When David 
killed Goliath (1Sa 17), Saul attempted to kill 
him (1Sa 18; 19). Although pursued by Saul, 
David spared the king’s life twice (1Sa 24; 
26). Saul was wounded by the Philistines in 
sig and took his own life (1Sa 31). 2. See 

aul. 
Savior—a name for Jesus that means he 
saves his people from sin. 
Isa 43:11 and apart from me there is nos. 
Lk 1:47 and my spirit rejoices in God my 
S 
1Ti 4:10 who is the S of all men 
1Jn 4:14 Son to be the S of the world 
scabbard—the case that a knife, dagger or 
sword is carried in. 
scepter—a rod or stick held by a king or 
queeii as a sign of royal power and author- 
ity 
scorpion—a spider-like animal with a poi- 
sonous stinger at the end of its tail. 
scribe—a person with the important task of 
copying letters, books and legal papers. 
Scripture—all or part of the Bible. When the 
Bible uses this word it means the Old Testa- 
ment, since the New Testament had not yet 
been written. Today we call the Old and 
New Testaments the Bible or Scripture. 
Jn 10:35 and the S cannot be broken 
2Ti 3:16 All S is God-breathed 
2Pe 1:20 that no prophecy of S came about 
scroll—a book made of a long piece of leath- 
er or paper that was rolled around a stick at 


both ends. 
Eze 3:1 eat what is before you, eat this s 


: 


as 
Ps 23:1 Lorp is my §, | shall lack nothing, 
Jer 31:10 will wat over his flock like as.” 
Jn 10:11 The good s lays down his life 
‘Ac 20:28 Be s of the church of God 
sickle—a tool with a long, curved blade and 
a short handle, used for cutting grain. 
signet—a ring with a design on it. The de- 
sign was stamped in wax to seal a letter or 
legal paper. Signet rings were usually worn 
by people in authority. 
Simon—1. see Peter; 2. one of the twelve 
apostles; also called the Zealot (Mt 10:4; Ac 
1:13); 3. a sorcerer in Samaria who had great 
influence on the people during 
the early days of the church; he was severely 
rebuked by Peter (Ac 8:9-24) for attempting 
to buy the power of the Holy Spirit. 
sin—(v.) to break the law of God; (n.) the act 
of not doing what God wants. 
Nu 32:23 be sure that your s will find you 
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sinner 
Ms 11 or stand in the way of» 7 
Ps SUS Surely | have been as from birth . 
M913 come to call the righteous, buts.” | Of ® per 
Lk 1:7 in heaven over ones who repents | J 
Lk 1813 “God, have merey on me, a6,” i 
Ro 5:8 While we were still s, Christ died 

sings 
Isa 118 “Though your ¢ are like 
MU 121 he will save his people from 
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Mt 18:15 “lf your brother » against you hated 
Lk 114 Forgive us ours 1 te | Ching onal 
Av 22:16 be baptized and wash your 6 | sow—to pI wee 


away were od 
Eph 2:1 dead in your transgressions and | the Sher, 

8 and thove why 
Heb 7:27 He sacrificed for theirs once for| Gal 67 A man t 


all h of : 
1Pe 2:24 He himself bore our s in his body wey he 2 o} 
1. spirit 


pure 


o's rene’ 


1Jn 1:9 If we confess our 5, he is faithful 
Rev 1:5 has freed us from our s by his 
blood 
slander—(v.) saying untrue things about 
another person in order to hurt him or her; 
(n.) false charges or misrepresentations 
about another person. 
Lev 19:16 ‘Do not go about spreading s 
Tit 3:2 to s no one, to be peaceable 
Sodom and Gomorrah—the two cities de- 
stroyed by God because the people were so 
wicked. 
Ge 19:24 rained down burning sulphur on 
Ss 


Solomon—the son of David and Bathsheba 
(2Sa 12:24), He became king of Israel after 
David died (1Ki 1). He asked God for wis- 
dom and was given it (1Ki 3), and he built 
the temple (1Ki 5-7) and dedicated it to God 
with prayer (1Ki 8). His many foreign wives 
turned his heart away from God (1Ki 11:1- 
13). Jeroboam, one of his officials, rebelled 
against him (1Ki 11:26-40). 
son— 
Pr 10:1 A wise s brings joy to his father 
Joel 2:28 Your s and daughters will 
prophesy 
Jn 12:36 so that you may become s pf 
light.” 
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Gal $.22 But the fruit of the § in love, joy, 

Eph 5:18 Instead, be filled with the 
aquall--a sudden, strong wind often 
companied by rain or snow 
staff—o stick used to lean on; a rod used by 
a shepherd 

Ps 234 your rod and your # 
stature—height normal growth or develop: 
ment 

Lk 2:52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and § 
stiff-necked—stubborn 


stone—to kill or to try to kill someone by 
throwing rocks, or stones, at him or her. 
strength— 


Ex 15:2 The Lorn is my § and my song 

Dt 6:5 all your soul and with all your 

Ps 46:1 God is our refuge and s 

Isa 40:31 will renew their s. 

Php 4:13 through him who gives me § 
subdue—to bring under control; to con- 
quer. 
submission—humbleness; obedience. 

1Co 14:34 but must be in s, as the Law 

says. 

1Ti 2:11 learn in quietness and full 5. 
submit— 

Ro 13:1 Everyone must s himself 

Eph 5:21 S to one another out of reverence 

Col 3:18 Wives, 5 to your husbands 
Jas 4:7 S yourselves, then, to God. 
suffer— 
Mk 8:31 the Son of Man must s many 
things 
Lk 24:26 the Christ have to s these things 
1Co 12:26 If one part s, every part s with 
it 
suffering— 
Isa 53:3 of sorrows, and familiar with s. 
‘Ac5:41 worthy of s disgrace for the Name. 
Ro 8:17 share in his s in order that we may 
2Ti 1:8 But join with me ins for the gospel 
supplication—a humble prayer to God; 
pleading or begging. 
sustain—to give support; to help; to com- 
fort. 
Ps 18:35 and your right hand s me; 
Ps 146:9 and s the fatherless and the 
widow, 
symbol—an object or action that stands for 
or suggests something else. The cross is @ 
symbol of Jesus’ death, 
synagogue—the Jewish place of worship 
and religious teaching. ‘ 
Lk 4:16 the Sabbath day he went into the 


s 
Ac 17:2 custom was, Paul went into the s 


tabernacle—the tent used by the Israelites 
for meeting with God; the place where God 
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chose 10 show his presence, tabernacle 
an made by God'y Serenata 
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talent—a large amount of silver or gold, 
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temperate—moderate; having self-control, 
tempest—a violent storm. 
temple—l, the place where the Jewish 
parle worshiped and sacrificed in 
lem. The first temple was built by King Solo- 
mon as a house for God, 2, the human 4 
1Ki 8:27 How much less this tl have 
‘Ac 17:24 does not live in t built by hands. 
1Co 6:19 you not know that your body is 


+ pt 
2Co 6:16 For we are the f of the living God. 
tempt toi tp ies RO teCs oe Die 
t 4:1 ito the desert fo be bythe dev 
1Co 7:5 again so that Satan will not t you. 
ition— 


it 6:13 And lead us not into t 
1Ge 10:13 No t has seized you except what 


testimony—a statement made by a witness 
to prove that something is true. 
Lk 18:20 not give false t, honor your father 
fetrarcte a ruler over one-fourth of a king- 
om. 
Thaddaeus—one of the twelve apostles (Mk 
3:18); son of James and probably also known 


as Judas (Lk 6:16; Ac 1:13). 
thanks— 
1Ch 16:8 give t to the Lorn, call 
Ps 100:4 give t to him and praise his name. 


1Co 15:57 t be to God! gives us the 


victory 

2Co 9:15 T be to God for his indescribable 

1Th 5:18 give t in all circumstances 
hank Oe 

Ps 100:4 Enter his gates with ¢ 

Php 4:6 by prayer and petition, with ¢ 
Thomas—one of the twelve apostles (Lk 6:- 
15; Ac 1:13); he doubted Jesus’ resurrection 
but upon seeing Jesus believed (Jn 20:24-28). 
threshing floor—the place whre grain was 
trampled by oxen or beaten with a stick to 


separate it from the stalk. 
Timothy—fellow-traveler aiid offical repre- 
sentative of the apostle Paul. He and his 
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mother and grandmother were led by Paul 
to see Chnst as the Cullinent of the Olt 
Testament hw (21. bo). He joined Paulon 
dis second missionary journey (Ae 1620), 
and atone point iy this journey Paul sent 
dam to orinister to the chureh at Corinth 
(Co HL 110), Ne was the leader of the 
ohareh at Ephesus (11) 19) and a cowriter 
wath Paul (TA GD 2TH bt) Pham 1), 
tithe—the giving t God of one-tenth of 
what you arn, 
i — “A tof everything from the 
ny 
Mal 2:8 the whole ¢ into the storehouse 
Titus—a Gentile co-worker with Paul (Gal 
DAS IT) 4:10), Paul sent him to Corinth to 
aid in solving some of the problems there 
(2Co 21R FR 12:18), 
tomb—a burial place. In Bible times, tombs: 
often were either caves or were dug into 
stone cliffs. 
Mt 2765 make the f as Secure as you know 
L& 24:2 the stone rolled away from the ¢ 
tongue— 
Ps 31 and keep my ¢ from sin 
Ac 244 and began to speak in other t 
Php 2:11 every ¢ confess that Jesus Christ 
is 
Jas 1:26 does not keep a tight rein on his 
tradition of the elders—the rules that the 
Jewish religious leaders gave to the people 
and which they in turn passed on to their 
children; laws added to the Old Testament 
by the Jewish leaders. 
Mt 15:2 break the ¢ of the elders? 


trance—a condition of being partly awake 
and partly in a dream-like state. 
transfigure—to change the appearance of; 
to make bright and glorious. 

Mt 17:2 There he was t before them. 
transgression—sin; disobeying the law of 
God 

Ps 32:1 whose ¢ are forgiven, 

Isa But he was pierced for our ¢ 

Eph 2:1 you were dead in your ¢ and sins 


treaty—an agreement between two people 
or groups or nations. 


trespass—sin; wrongdoing. 
me 5:17 For if, by the t of the one man 


a at 119:160 All your words are t 

Jn 17:3 the only ¢ God, and Jesus Christ 
Ro 3:4 Let God be t, and every mama liar. 
Php 4:8 whatever is t, whatever is noble 


trust (v.); (n.}-— 
Ps 37:3 T in the Lorp and do good 
Pr 3:5 T in the Lorp with all your heart 


Toa A018 | 


tet ce 


‘i sis6 sutely you'd 


Zee 816 are 
other BAP) 


82 Then you: 


in 
vs ie and the 
:6 Lanvthe way, 


Ro 138 They exehar a 
ise ry in peace 


in 16 we lie do not 
In 1:8 deceivi kin fs 


tunle—a long shirt worn by men in iyi 
"tk 6:29 do not stop him from taking your 


tiibinee Neaeoraaak made by winding = 


a cloth around the hea : 
unbelief—doubt. +T ind 

Mk 9:24 help me overcome my Pee - 
painge co who does not believe in 
jesus, © 
2Co 6:14 Do not be yoked together with u. 
unclean animals—animals the Israelites 
were not allowed to sacrifice or to eat, — 
unity—being, one. 

Ps 133:1 when brothers live to; in ul 

Col 3:14 them all together in joe 
unleavened bread—bread made without 
Tai be is usually flat, like a pancake or 


oa : 17 “Celebrate the Feast of U Bread 
unrepentant—not sorry for one’s sins. 
upright—honest; doing what is right and 
good, wee a Da 
usury—very high: and unfair» vihtertat’ 
charged on a loan, 

Ne 5:10 But let the exacting ate u stop! 
vain—worthless; unsuccessful; foolish. “In 
vain’’ means without success or result. 
vassal—l. a servant or slave; 2. someone 
who is under another person's protection. 
The vassal received land and protection 
from a lord. In return, he owed the lord his 
loyalty and obedience, part of his crops, — 
and, in case of war, help in fighting. 
vengeance—hurt or punishment done to 
another person who has fone, $0) 
wrong to you. 

Isa 34:8 For the LORD ow day of v, 
vile—disgusting, evil. ter ve. 
vindicate—to el to o provide justice for; 
to set free. ¥ ihe and 


29 


violate—1, to rape; 2. to make something 
unholy; 3. to fail to obey. 


virgin—a woman or girl who has never had 
sexual intercourse. 
Isa 7:14 The v will be with child 
Mt 1:23 “The v will be with child 
vision—a dream from God. 
Nu 12:6 | reveal myself to him in v 
Joel 2:28 your young men will see v. 
Ac 26:19 disobedient to the v from 
heaven. 
vow—a solemn promise made before God 
or to God. 
Jdg 11:30 Jephthah made a v to the Lorp 
Ps 116:14 I will fulfill my v to the Lorp: 
wail—to cry loudly 
walk— 
Ps 1:1 who does not w in the counsel 
Isa 2:5 let us w in the light of the Lorp. 
Mic 6;8 and to w humbly with your God. 
2Jn:6 his command is that you w in love. 
wash— 
Ps 51:7 w me and | will be whiter 
Ac 22:16 be baptized and w your sins 
away 
watch— 
Jer 31:10 will w over his flock like a shep- 
herd.’ 
Mt 26:41 “Wand pray so that you will not 
fall 
way— 
2Sa 22:31 “As for God, his w is perfect 
Ps 1:1 or stand in the w of sinners 
Ps 37:5 Commit your w to the Lorp 
Isa 53:6 each of us has turned to his own 


w 
Jn 14:6 “I am the w and the truth 
2Co 12:31 will show you the most excel- 
lent w. 
wicked—sinful. 
Ps 1:1 walk in the counsel of the w 
Isa 55:7 Let the w forsake his way 
will (v.; n.)— 
Ps 143:10 Teach me to do your w 
Isa 53:10 Yet it was the Lorp's w 
Mt 6:10 your w be done 
Mt 26:39 Yet not as I w, butvas you w.” 
Ro 12:2 and approve what God's w is 
Eph 5:17 understand what the Lord’s wis. 
1Jn 5:14 we ask anything according to his 
w 
Rev 4:11 and by your w they were created 
work—(v.; 1.)— 
Ex 23:12 “Six days do your w 
Jn 9:4 we must do the w of him who sent 
Php 2:12 continue to w out your salvation 
2Ti 3:17 equipped for every good w. 
world— 
Mt 5:14 “You are the light of the w. 


é 


DICTIONARY-CONCORDANCE 
Mk 16:15 into all the w and preach the 


in 1:29 who takes the i 

Juste soloved thew retrial ae > 

In 8:12 he said, “1 am the of the w. 

IJn 2:15 not love the w or gin the 
w. 


worldh the world 
roe hate ing of es 
Tit 2:12 to 


and w passions: 
wi 
S| 


orship—(v.) to give praise, and 
pect to God; pve ae eo Gods 
Ps 95:6 Come, let us bow inw 
Jn 4:24 and his worshipers must win spirit 


worthy ayy value; honorable; deserv- 
Sch 16:25 For great is the Lonp and most 


w 
Eph 4:1 to live a life w of the calling you 
Rev 5:2 “Who is w to break the seals 
wala anger; the strong anger of 


Pr 15:1 A gentle answer turns away w . 
Ro 5:9 saved from God’s w through him! . 


things happen to him or ; 2. an evil per- 
son. 
yearn—to long for; to want very much. 


a plow or a cart. 
Mt 11:29 Take my y upon youvand learn 
2Co 6:14 Do not be y together 
zeal—eagerness; strong desire. 

Ro 12:11 Never be lacking in z 
Zealot—a member of the Jewish group that 
wanted to fight against and the 
Roman government. 


Zerubbabel—a descendant of David (1Ch 
3:19) and heir to the throne of Judah (1Ch 
3:17-19); he led the return from the Babylo- 
nian captivity and was appointed governor 
of Judah by Cyrus, king of Persia (Ezr 1-3; 
Ne 7:7; Hag 1-2; Zec 4). 

Zion—1. the hill on which the city of Jerusa- 
lem first stood; David's royal palace and the 
temple were both built on Mount Zion; 2. 


the entire city of Jerusalem. 


Jer 50:5 They will ask the wav to Z 
Ro 11:26 “The deliverer will come from Z 


Introduction 


This W/V Concordance indexes more than 2,000 words from the New International 
Version Bible and contains over 13,000 references which we have carefully selected as the 
most helpful for the average Bible student or layperson, 

When determining whether or not to include a verse reference, we gave careful 
consideration to the passage in which the verse is located. We also encourage you to always 
consider the larger context of the passage, giving special attention to the flow of the thought 
from beginning to end. Whenever you look up a verse, your goal should be to discover the 
intended meaning of the verse in context. Do not use this concordance, or any concordance, 
merely as a verse-finder; it should also be used as a passage-finder. The contexts surrounding, 
each entry are longer than those usually found in concordances; but even so, the context 

excerpts are too bnef for study purposes. They serve only to help you jocate familiar verses. 

In some cases the usual short contextual phrases are ineffective in helping you locate a 
passage. This is especially true in studying key events in a Bible character's life. Therefore, 
we have incorporated 134 **block entries”’ in which we use descriptive phrases that mark the 

breadth of a passage containing episodes of that person's life. The descriptive phrases replace 
the brief context surrounding each occurrence of the name. 

Often more than one Bible character has the same name. For example, there are more 
than thirty Zechariahs in the Bible. In these cases we have given the name a block entry, 
assigning each person a number (1), (2), etc., and have included a descriptive phrase to 
distinguish each. Insignificant names are not included. 

In this concordance there are 223 key word entries that have an exhaustive list of every 
appearance of that word. When this occurs, the word or block entry is marked with an asterisk 
ing 7 . 

It is our hope that this concordance will become a useful feature of your Bible. Through 
its use you should become more familiar with God’s word by finding favorite or key passages 
and by exploring new words and people of the Old and New Testaments. sf 
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Edward W. Goodrick 


AARON 


AARON 

Priesthood of (ix a8) 1, Nu 17; Heb $:1-4; 7), 
garments (Hix 28, consecration (ix 29), ors 
nation (Lev 8) 


Spokesman for Moses (x 4) 14-16, 27-31; 7: 
1-2), Supported Moses’ hands in battle (EX 17 
+19). Huilt golden calf (Ex 32, 14 9:20), Talked 
against = (Nu 12), opposed (Nu 
16); staff budded (Nu 17). Forbidden to enter tand 
(Nu 201-12), Death (Nu 20:22:20, 13.18.39), 


ABANDON 


DL 4:31 he will nota or you 

VT\ 4:1 in later times some will a the fuith 
ABBA 

Ro AUIS Andby him we cry, "A, Rather.” 
Gal 4. 6 the Spirit whocalls out, “A, Father 
ABEL 


Second son of Adam (Ge 4:2), Offered proper 
sacrifice (Ge 4:4) Heb 11:4), Murdered by Cain 
(Ge 4:8; Mt 29:35; Lk 1151; Wn 3:12), 
ABHORS 
Pr 11. 1 The Lorna dishonest scales, 
ABIGAIL, 


Wife of Nabal (1Sa°25:30); pled for his life 
with David (1Sa 25:14-35), Became David's wife 
(1Sa 25;36-42) 


ABLIAH 


Son of Rehoboam; king of Judah (1Ki 14:31- 
15:8; 2Ch 12:16-14:1) 


ABILITY (ABLE) 
Ezr 2:69 According to theira they gave 
2Co_ 1. 8 farbeyond oura to endure, 

8: 3 were able, snd even beyond their a. 


ABIMELECH 


1. King of Gerar who took Abraham's wife 
Sarah, believing her to be his sister (Ge 20). Later 
made a covenant with Abraham (Ge 21:22-33) 

2. King of Gerar who took Isaac's wife Re- 
bekah, believing her to be his sister (Ge 26; 1-11), 
Later made a covenant with Isaac (Ge 26;12-31) 


ABLE (ABIT.ITY ENABLE ENABLED 
ENABLES) 
Eze 7:19 and gold will not be a to save them 
Da 3:17 the God we serve is a to save us 
Ro 8:39 will be a to separate us 
14, 4 for the Lord is ato make him stand 
16:25 to him who is a to establish you 

9. 8 God is ato make all grace abound 
3:20 him who is a to do immeasurably 
1-12 and am convinced that he is @ 
3.15 which are a to make you wise 

7.25 he 1s a to save completely 

24 To him who is ato keep you 
5: 5 He isto open the scroll 


2Co 
Eph 
ami 
Heb 
Jude 
Rev 
ABOLISH 

Mt 5:17 that [have come toa the Law 


ABOMINATION 
Da 11.31 setupthea that causes desolation 


ABOUND (ABOUNDING) 
2Co 9 8 ableto make all grace ato you, 
Php 1: 9 that your love may @ more 
ABOUNDING (ABOUND) 


34; 6 slow to anger, ain love 
86: 5.ain love to all who call to you. 


Ex 
Ps 


ABRAHAM 

Covenant relation with the Lop (Ge 12:1-3, 
13:14-17; 15; 17, 22:15-18; Ex 2:24; Ne 9:8, Ps 
105; Mic 7:20; Lk 1:68-75, Ro 4, Heb 6:13-15) 

Called from Ur, via Haran, to Canaan (Ge 12 
1, Ag 72-4; Heb 11:8-10). Moved to Egypt. 
nearly Jost Sarah to Pharoah (Ge 12:10-20), Di 
vided the land with Lot (Ge 13), Saved Lot from 
four kings (Ge 14.1-16), blessed by Melchizedek 


(Ge 14:17-20; Hedy 7.1.20), 

by faith (Gn ist ne aon ness 

shinael by Hagar (Ge 16) 
Name from Abram (Ge 17:5) 


mGe IPS: Ne 9D 


by 
sent 


bought field of 


ABSALOM 

‘Son of David by Mancah (2Sa 3:3; 1Ch 3:2). 
Killed Amnon for rape of his sister Tamar; ban- 
ished by David (2Sa 13), Returned to Jerusalem; 
feceived by David (25a 14). Rebelled inst 
ae Seized kingdom (25a 15-17), Killed (28a 
ABSTAIN (ABSTAINS) 
IPe 2:11 toa from sinful desires, 
ABSTAINS® (ABSTAIN) 
Ro 14: 6 thanks to God; and he whoa, 
ABUNDANCE (ABUNDANT) 
Lk 12/15 consist in the a of his possessions, "* 


Jude + 2 peace and love be yours ina 
ABUNDANT (ABUNDANCE) 


Dt 28:11 will grant you a prosperity— 

Ps 145: 7 will celebrate your a goodness 

Pr 28:19 works his land will have a food, 

Ro 5:17 who receive God's a provision 

ACCEPT (ACCEPTED ACCEPTS) 

Ex 23; 8 “Donotaa bribe, 

Pr 10: 8 The wise in heart a commands, 

19.20 Listen to advice and @ instruction, 

1S: 7 Aone another, then, just 

1.21 humbly a the word planted in you, 

ACCEPTED (ACCEPT) 

Lk 4:24 “'no prophet is a in his hometown, 

ACCEPTS (ACCEPT) 

Ps 6: 9 the Loxpamy prayer 

Jn 13:20 whoever a anyone I send a me; 

ACCOMPANY 

Mk 16:17 these signs will a those who believe 

Heb 6: 9 your case—things that a salvation. 

ACCOMPLISH 

Isa 55:11 but will a what I desire 

ACCORD 

Nu 24:13 not do anything of my owna, 

Jn 10/18 but I lay itdown of my owna. 
12:49 For I did not speak of my own a, 

ACCOUNT (ACCOUNTABLE) 

Mt 12:36 to give aon the day of judgment 

Ro 14:12 each of us will give ana of himself 

Heb 4:13 of himto whom we must give a. 

ACCOUNTABLE (ACCOUNT) 

Eze 33: 6 but! will hold the watchmana 

Ro 3:19 and the whole world held a to God 

ACCUSATION (ACCUSE) 

IT} 5:19 Donotentertain ana 

ACCUSATIONS (ACCUSE) 

2Pe 2:11 donot bring slanderous a 

ACCUSE (ACCUSATION ACCUSATIONS) 

Pr 3:30 Donota aman for no reason— 

Lk 3:14 anddon'ta people falsely— 


ACHAN* 


Ro 
Jas 


Sin at Jericho caused defeat at Ai; stoned (Jos 


7, 22:20; 1Ch 2:7) 


mh at ven in taughter the heart may a, e 


Mi before 

10:32 

Mn Pie ltd ident A 
acquit 


Ex 23: 7 todeath, fort will nota the guilty, 
ACTION (ACTIONS ACTIVE ACTS) 


Jas 2:17 fit is not accompanied | 
" 111d minds Vora becelpome daly * 


Mit : 

a's cetera” 

Tit 1:16 butby theira they deny him, 

ACTIVE (ACTION) 

Heb 4/12 For the word of God is living and a 
ACTS (ACTION) * 


Ps 145; 12 all mer know of mighty a 
150: 2sPYaise hen fox his rol pow i 
eatin a 
ADAM 
First man, 1:26-2:25, Ro Ssl4¢ VTi 2:13). 
Sin of (Ge 3 Mee Oe Be 2) Childe 
(Ge 4:1-5:5), Death of (Ge 5:5; Ro 5:12-21; 1Co 
15:22) 
ADD 


Dt 12:32 do nota to itor take away from it. 
Pr oes pone Ceara 


Lk 12: cana hour 

Rev 22: 8 God wil atshimibe pews 

ADMIRABLE* 

Php 4: 8 whatever is lovely, whatever isa— 

ADMONISH 

Col 3:16 anda one another with all wisdom, 

ADOPTED (ADOPTION) 

Eph 1: 5 Inlovehe predestined us to be a 

ADOPTION (ADOPTED) 

Ro 8:23 as we wait eagerly for our as sons, 

ADORE* 

SS lb: 4 Howrightthey are toa you! 

ADORNMENT* (ADORNS) 

1Pe 3; 3 should not come from outward a, 

ADORNS (ADORNMENT) 

Ps 93; 5 holiness a your house 

ADULTERY 

Ex 20:14 "You shall not commit a 

Mt 5:27 thatit was said, ‘Do not commit a." 
5:28 lustfully bas already committed a 
5:32 the divorced woman commits a. 
15:19 murder, a, sexual immorality, theft 

ADULTS* 

1Co 14:20 but in your thinking be a 


ADVANCED 
Job 32: 7 ayears should teach wisdom,’ 


ADVANTAGE 

Ex 22:22 "Donottake a of awidow 

Dt 24:14 Donottake a of ahired man who is 
ITh 4: 6 should wrong his brother or take a 


ADVERSITY 
Pr 17:17 and a brother is born for a, 


ADVICE 

IKi 12; 8 rejected the a the elders 

12.14 he followed the a of the young men 
12: 5 butthe a of the wicked is deceitful, 
12:15 but a wise man listens to a 

19:20 Listen to a and accept instruction, 


Pr 


~ : 
Rr Doe wamrado, Lota te le s gang, 
Se < Dem Sectemewinentater 


So On: tng a tan ELIE ESD 


Same Tor Sailing > aa Se Stas ane Soe a 


of Nabett EGS SIEM 
amar 


Som ot Anema temp af Auda, «DKS #8: IO DK 


ss 


7S He esutedrte telat 
<tr poricoon, ie 


D ant pert of the chee aes. 
no hem ke 2 mae besmmg thes. 
cy mie "ule of De kempdom of the 


<0 coed em te Lord eee 
aL abasTER 
> ° aewheeee 
aLaaT 
im & 4 Aicfembeceies 
Wi 253 Bee Yoe@oaimo 
Eat + Uf tec ant eens keep on preying 
Tt S$ pura be cant set commulied 
ALIEN | ALIENATED 


De no muses aS 


sLJENSTED ALIEN, 
$ » pe pee sees ¢ Some Const. 


=aine 

* coneaony proots tthe ease. 
te + pu 6 © Got @ Crest Jesus 

Co ($22 oe Ches al eB be mates 


ALMOGHTY MIGHT) 
Ge iT | Tam Gud A walt before mae 
joe 1) 7 Canyon pesbe the imams of the A? 
£ Se treat of eA pres me lide 
od ao te shadow of the A 
Hoty. neby. hoby ss the Lown A 


> 0 so fname and tad Bam om the 2. 
Sulit cool coc woes, 


De To iin aie 
ANDREW" oe Sa 
Apocte: beater of Samoa, 

2 MA LIGHE, 2) a8: 

35-4, 69, IBID Ac Hi 


Ps 9111 commandhise ou 

Mc 18:10 Forl tell you that their = 
28-41 prepared for the devil and isa. | 

La 20:36 forthey are like thea. 

1Co, € 3 yonmehuow that ve waljolge a? 

Heb 1: 4asmuchsupenortothea 


Dr 29-28 Infuriousaandingreatwrath 
2K: 22.13 Greatisthe Loap’sathatbums 
Py 30 5 Forhisalastsonlyamoment, = 


Pr 1S: | butaharsh word stirs 
Aloo pwesfaletwhie xt 

ANGERED (ANGER) rn 

e 22-24 do nov associate with one s 

1Co 13. S tisnoteasily a. itkeeps no! 

ANGRY (ANGER) ier 

Ps 2:2 Kissthe Son, lethebea 


Pr 2922 Anamanstrsupdissension, 
Jas 1:19 anna ats 
ANGUISH % ' 
Ps itt: 5S lamyateried othe Lonny | Es 
ANOINT “ 


Ps 23: S Youamy head withoil; 
Jes 5:14 anda him with oil inthename 


ARMOR 


ARMOR (ARMY) 


11 20:11 om his « should not boast like one 
Eph 6.11 Puton the fulta of God 
6.15 Therefore put on the full a of God, 


ARMS (ARMY) 
3.27 underneath are the everlasting a: 
Ps 18°32 Itis God who a me with strength 
Pr 31:20 She opens hee 4 to the poor 
Isa 40:11 He gathers the larnbs in his a 
Mk 10:16 And he took the children in his a, 
ARMY (ARM ARMOR ARMS) 
Ps 33:16 No king is saved by the size of his a 
Rev 19:19 the nderon the horse and his a. 
AROMA 
2Co_ 2:15 Forwe are to God the a of Christ 
ARRAYED* 
Ps 110: 3A inholy majesty, 
Isa 61:10 and a me in a robe of righteousness 
ARROGANT 
Ro 11:20 Do not bea, but be afraid, 
ARROWS 
Eph 6:16 you can extinguish all the flaming a 
ASA 

King of Judah (1Ki 15:8-24, [Ch 3:10; 2Ch 
14-16), 
ASCENDED 
Eph 4: 8 “When he aon high, 
ASCRIBE 


ICh 16:28 a tothe Lorn glory and strength, 
Job 36° 3 I will a justice to my Maker 
Ps 29; 2 Atothe Loxp the glory due his 


ASHAMED (SHAME) 


Lk 9:26 [fanyone is a of me and my words, 
Ro 1:16 Lamnota of the gospel, 
2Ti 1: 8 Sodonotbe ate testify about our 


2:15 who does not need to be a 


ASSIGNED 

Mk 13:34 with his a task, and tells the one 

1Co 3: 5 asthe Lord has a to each his task. 
7:17 place in life that the Lord a to him 


ASSOCIATE 

Pr 22:24 do nota with one easily angered, 
Ro 12:16 but be willing to a with people 
1Co 5:11 am writing you that you must not a 
2Th 3:14 Donota with him, 


ASSURANCE 
Heb 10:22 witha sincere heart in full a of faith 


ASTRAY 
Pr 10:17 ignores correction leads others a 
Isa 53: 6 Weall, like sheep, have gone a, 
Jer 50; 6 their shepherds have led them a 
Jn 16: 1 youso that you will not goa. 

IPe 2:25 For you were like sheep going a, 
Jn 3: 7 donot let anyone lead you a. 


ATHALIAH 
Evil queen of Judah (2Ki Tl; 2Ch 23). 


ATHLETE* 
2Ti 2; 5 if anyone competes as ana, 


ATONEMENT 

Ex 25:17 “Make ana-cover of pure golt— 

30:10 Once a year Aaron shall make a 
17-11 itis the blood that makes @ 

23:27 this seventh month is the Day of A. 

25:13 and made a for the Israelites." 
3:25 presented him as a sacrifice of a, 
2:17 that he might make a for the sins 


Lev 
No 
Ro 
Heb 


ATTENTION 
Pr 4: | pay aand gain understanding. 


$; | Myson, pay atomy wisdom, 
22:17 Pay aand listen to the sayings 


7 

TH 1014 and will pay no a0 Jewish myihs. 
ATTITUDE (ATTETUDES) 
fph 429 new inte ao your minds 

2°'5 Your should be the same 
\Pe 4: 1 yourselvesalso with the same a, ; 
ATTITUDES (ATTITUDE) ena! cauunevad 5 
Heb 4:12 it judges the thoughts anda BPs: aye viedo da di 
ATTRACTIVE pesos . 
Ti 2:10 eaching sbourGod ourSaviora. "425 Lwillcure et . 
AUTHORITIES (AUTHORITY) Eze 37:23 them fromall hein oy 
Ro 13. S itis to submit to the a, BALAAM 
EB ype 6 forheawe Gas sera s: cure Israel (Nu 22- 
i to | 
ws i imeormenameerd an 
AUTHORITY (AUTHORITIES) BALM eon 
Mi 7:20 because he aught as one who had 5 

9: 6theSonof Maahaswoncanh n= 2¢ 22 eterno bin ea? 
S 28 18 Allain heaven and on eat has BANISH . . 

1 for that . 

13, ates escent which Jer_25:10 wil from the he sounds of oy 
1Co 11:10 tohave a sign of aon her head. BANQUET @ e 


ss 
Lk 14:13 when you give ab, invite the poor, 
BAPTIZE (BAPTIZED) 

AVENGE (VENGEANCE) Mt 3:11 Hewilld you with the Holy Spirit» 
Dn 32:35 Its mine to a; I will repay Mk 1: 8 be will b you with the Holy Spirit."* 
AVOID 1Co 1:17 For Christ did not send me to b, 


ITi 2: 2 forkings and all those ina, 2: 4 Hethas taken me tothe bhall, 
2:12 to teach or to have aovera man; 


Heb 13,17 your leadersand submit to their a. 


BAPTIZED (BAPTIZE) 


Pr 20: 3 Itis 's honor ; 
alae lol Mt 3:16 they. wore bby hi in the Jordan 


20:19 soa aman who talks too much. 


1Th “4, 3 you shoulda sexual immorality; Mk 1: 9 andwas bby John n the Jordan, 
5.22 A every kind of evil 10:38 ocbe b with the baptism Lam 
71 216 Agodistchner,tecme tbo 1616 elevesandis wile sve, 
Ti 3. 9 Buta foolish In 4: 2 amfactit was not : 
; bance reo ‘Ac S butina few days you will be b 


AWAKE -* 


BARABBAS 
Ps 17:15 whenla, 1 ‘Satisfied 

et haed Mt 27:26 Theme released B to them. 
AWE (AWESOME) 


BARBS* 
Job 25: 2 “Dominion and a belong to God; 
Ps 119:120 I stand ina of your laws. Nu 33:55 allow to remain will become b 


Ecc 5.7 Therefore standin of God BARE 
Isa 29,23 will stand ima of the God of Israel. , : 

Jer 33: 9 they will be in a and will tremble Heb 4:13 and aid b before the eyes of him 
Hab 3: 2 I stand ina of your deeds, BARNABAS* . 7 


Mal 2: $ and stood ina of my name. Disciple, criginlly dossah (AaaG6)i 
(Ac 13:1, apostle (Ae 14°14), Brought Pal to 


Mi 9: 8 they were filed witha: 
Ae. 24S Econ ona NSE (Ac9:27), Antioch (Ac 11:22-29; Gal 2: 
‘Ac 2:43 Everyone was filled with a, wie onea hee A reba 
Heb 12:28 acceptably with reverence anda, rs z sae eked 
AWESOME (AWE) cover John Mark (Ac 15), Later co-workers (1Co 
Ge 28:17 and said, “'How ais this place! 9:6; Col 4:10), 
Ex 15:11 ainglory, sccan BARREN 
Dt 7:21 isamong you, is a great and @ God. : 

10:17 the great God, mighty and a, PSt13: 9 He settles the & woman 


28:58 revere this glorious and.a name— BARTHOLOMEW* 


Jdg 13; 6 like an angel of God, very a Apostle (Mt 10:3; Mk 3:18; Lk 6:14, Ac 1:13), 

Ne 1: 5 of heaven, the great anda God, Possibly also known as (Un 1:45-49; 
9:32 the great, mighty and aGod, 21:2). 

Job 10:16 again display your a power sire 


37:22 God comes in a majesty. 
45: 4 Peep gps 
47: 2 How ais the Lorp: igh. 

66: 5 howa his works in man's behalf! BATHSHEBA ; 
68:35 You are a, O God, Wife of Uriah who committed adultery with 


89: 7 heismorea than all who surround and became wife of David (2Sa 11), mother of 
99: 3 praise your great and a name— Solomon (2Sa 12:24; 1Ki 1-2; 1h 3:5) 
III: 9 holy and ais his name nice 


power of a. works, a 
Me sO Lt hegealaageeal 2Ch 20:15 For the bis not yours, but God's. 


Jn 13:10 person who has had a b needs only 


Fs Ps 24: 8 the Lorpmighiy inb 
BAAL Ecc 9:11 orthe dw the strong, 
IKi_ 18:25 Elijah said tothe prophets of 8, BEAR (BEARING BIRTH BIRTHRIGHT 
BAASHA BORN FIRSTBORN NEWBORN) 
16-1657; 1-6), Ge 4:13 is more than Lcan b. 
King of Israel (1Ki 15:16-16:7; 2Ch 16:1-6) me perc ote a elle 
BABIES (BABY) Isa 53:11 and he will b imiquities. 
Da 7: S'beast, which looked like ab- 
Lk 18:15 also bringing bto Jesus Mt 7:18 A good tree ‘bad fruit, 


1Pe 2: 2 Likenewborn , crave pure 


Me US Dewees thee I 


1S me newt Ye a 
So tS Leathe ma 
We wad anh 


& Tis Seka eahomerend 


REARING (BRAR) 
Ted 4D Seeman aeaher mm hiee, 
On LN Net even ge wok, 


wat 
Res UN 1S Nem calowlane de pemmterot ie A, 


BEAT (BEATING) 

4 They walt thew mts 

SO Syme powshares ay swans, 
Sy SP Lamy Dexty andl make yey slave 


BEATING (BEAD 
We TIS Looe RENE ikea mand ihe aie 
IPE 2 Nel yoo meene ad Re doung WHINE, 


BEAUTIFUL (BEAUTY) 

Ge _& 2 ehauthe daughters of men were, 
DUP kpow what aS woman you are, 
1214 sae that de Wasa vege weNnan, 
28 The gil was very, a virgins 
Dd? of Rebekad, because shes 
2217 Rachel was lovely in foo, andl, 

Ao 3S “Can you Newt the } Pleiades? 

PLE 2D kad woman who shows na 

Exe BD) He Ras enade everything} 

Ba & Dolthe Lomo wilted 
SD > How Soothe mountains: 

Eze 20S and boncy, the mast bof all lands. 


35.10 She has done a b thing tome 


Ro MUS “Howdarethe feet 
iPe SS Godt usedto make themselves}. 


BEAUTY (BEAUTIFUL) 


PS 27 4 sogae upon the bof the Lorp 
45:11 The king is enthralled by your: 

~ ss decepave, and b is fleeng: 

tsa 33.17 Yooreyes will see the king in his 
< 


He had no bor majesty 
to Destow on them acrown of & 
2 full of wisdom and perfect in, 
3 4 the unfading b of a gentle 


Heb 13. 4 and the marriage 6 kept pure, 


BEELZEBLB 

Lk 1b1S “ByB. the prince of demons, 
BEER 

Pr 20 1 Wine ts amocker and ba brawler, 
BEERSHEBA 

dg 20: | allthe Israelites from Dan toB 
BEGINNING 

Ge 1. I Inthe God created the heavens 


Ps 102: 25 In the b you'laid the foundations 
111. 10 of the Lorp is the 6 of wisdom; 
Pr 1 7 of the Lorpis the b of knowledge 

Jn 1: 1 Inthe b was the Word, 
Jn 1. 1 That which was from the b. 
Rev 21: 6 and the Omega, the B and the End. 


BEHAVE 
Ro 13:13 Letus bdecently, as in the daytime 


BELIEVE (BELIEVED BELIEVER 
BELIEVERS BELIEVES BELIEVING) 
Mt 18: 6 one of these little ones who b in me 
21-22 If you, you will receive whatever 
Mk [15 Repent and 6 the good news!"* 
9-24 “1 do b: help me overcome my 
16-17 signs will accompany those who b: 
Lk 8:50 just. and she will be healed. "* 
24:25 to b all that the prophets have 
Jn 7 that through him all men might b. 
3:18 does not 6 stands condemned 
6-29 to b in the one he has sent.”” 


Hven the demons & 
41 Dear fiends, do not b every spirit, 
ARLIRVED (BELIEVE) 
Ge 1S 6 Abvam dhe Lown, andl he 


Ms they the: 

ATS because he has not Hin the name 
20:8 He saw aint b 

20.29 who have not seen and) 

Bei 


ae -appoinved (oF 
Ro 4 3 Scripture say? **Abeaham b 


10:14 callon the ome they have oot b 
S: 2 Otherwise, you have b 
6 Consider Abraham: “He b God, 
an 119 becuse knw hom by 
Jas 2:23 that says, "Abraham 
BELIEVER (BELIEVE) 
1Co 7:12 brother has Reedy! | 
2Co 6:15 What does: 
scunvens aE 
Ac 4:32 Allthe b were one in heart 
‘S212 And all the } used to meet 
1Co 6: 5 to judge a dispute between b: 
Tt 21} Loveteteieneed tb 
1Pe 2:17 Love the brotherhood of b, 


BELIEVES (BELIEVE) 

Pr 14:15 Assimple man b anythil 

Mi 9.23 is posible for him who. 
: willbe 

Jn 3:16 that whoever b in him shall not, 

3:36 Whoever d in the Son has: 


5:24 bhim who sent me has eternal 
6:35 and he who b in me will never be 


6:40 and b inhin shall eee 


6:47 he who b has: 
7:38 Whoever b inme, wincapne 
11:26 and bin me will neverdie, 
Ro 1:16 forthe salvation of everyone who b 
10: 4 nghteousness for everyone who b. 
Un 5; | Everyone who b that Jesus is 
5: 5 Only he who b that Jesus is the Son 


BELIEVING (BELIEVE) 
Jn 20:31 and that by b you may have life 
BELONG (BELONGS) 

Dt 299 Theses saan : 


95: 4 and the mountain peaks 6to him, 
Jn 8:44 Youbto your father, thedevil, ~ 

15:19 As itis, you do not b to the world, 
Ro 1: 6 called tobto Jesus Christ. 

7: 4 that you might b to another, 

14: 8 we live or die, we bto the Lord. 


Gal 5:24 Those who b to Christ Jesus have — 


1Th 5: 8 Butsince we b to the day, letus be 


BELONGS (BELONG) . i 
Job 4i:11 Everything under heaven bto me, 
Ps 111: 10 To him beternal praise. 


sINGS) 


Ge 12: 3 will bth 
Ro 12:14 


BLESSING 


Ps 


‘ire all who take refuge im him. 
33.12 Bis the nation whose God is 
41. 1 Bishe who has regard for the weak 
$4. 5 Bare those whose strength is 
106: 4 Bare they who maintain justice. 
112 _1 Bus the man who fears the LORD, 
118. 26 Bis he who comes in the name 
Pr 29:18 but bis he who keeps the law 
31-28 Her children arise and call her b: 
Mr 5. 3 saying "Bare the poor in spint, 
5. 4 Bare those who moum, 
5 5 Bare the meck, 
5. 6 Bare those who hunger 
5. 7 Bare the merciful, 
5. 8 Bare the pure in heart, 
5. 9 Bare the peacemakers, 
5:10 Bare those who are persecuted 
511 8 are you when people insult you, 
Lk 1-48 onall generations wall call me b. 
Jn 12.13 “Bis he who comes in the name 
Ac 20:35 ‘It is more b to give than to receive 
Tit 2.13 while we wait for the b: 
Jas 1:12 Bisthe man who perseveres 
Rey 1. 3 Bisthe one who reads the words 
22.14 "Bare those who wash their robes, 


BLESSING (BLESS) 
Eze 34:26 there will be showers of b 


BLESSINGS (BLESS) 
Pr 10; 6 Bcrown the head of the righteous, 


BLIND 

Mt 15:14 a6 man leads ab man, both will fall 
23.16 “Woe to you, b guides! You say, 

Jn 9:25 Iwas b but now I see!” 


BLOOD 

Ge 9 6 “Whoever sheds the b of man, 

Ex 12:13 and when I see the b. I will pass 
24: 8 'Thisis the b of the covenant that 

Lev 17:11 For the life of a creature 1s in the b, 

Ps 72:14 for precious is their 6 in his sight. 

Pr 6.17 hands that shed innocent 6, 

MU 26.28 This is my 6 of the covenant, 


Ro 3:25 of atonement, through faith in his b 
5. 9 have now been justified by his b. 
1Co 11.25 cupis the new covenant in my b; 
Eph 1) 7 wehave redemption through his b. 
2:13 near through the b of Christ 
Col 1.20 by making peace through his b, 
Heb 9:12 once for all by his own b. 
9:22 of b there is no forgiveness 
1Pe 1°19 but with the precious b uf Chifist, 
In 1: 7 and the b of Jesus, his Son, 
Rev 1. 5 has freed us from our sins by his, 


5. 9 with your you purchased men 
7.14 white in the b of the Lamb. 
1211 him by the 6 of the Lamb 

BLOT (BLOTS) 

Ex 32:32 then b me out of the book you have 


Ps 51 | boutmy transgressions 
Rev 3: 5 [willneverd out his name 


BLOTS (BLOT) 

Isa 43:25 “I, even 1, am he who b out 
BLOWN 

Eph 4-14 and b here and there by every wind 
Jas 1 6 doubts is like a wave ofthe sea, 6 
BOAST 

1Ki 20-11 armor should not b like one who 


Ps 34, 2 Mysoul will b inthe LORD. 
44, & InGod we make our ball day long, 


Pr 27. | Donotb about tomorrow, 
1Co 1.31 Lethim who boasts b inthe Lord."* 
Gal 6:14 May I never b except in the cross 
Eph 2: 9 not by works, so that no one can b 
BOAZ 


Wealthy Bethlehemite who showed favor to 
Ruth (Ru 2), married her (Ru 4) Ancestor of 
David (Ru 4 18-22; 1Ch 2°12-15), Jesus (Mt 1 
$-16, Le 3:23.32) 


BODIES (BODY) -: 
Ro 12. 1 wofferyourbas li 
1Co 6:15 notknow that 
Eph 5.28 to love their 
BODY (BODIES) 

Zec 13:6 What are these wounds on your b?” 
Mt those who kill the b 


bare members 
as their own b. 


6:13 Do not offer the parts of your b 
12: 4 ushas one d with many members, 
1Co 6:19 not know that your bisa temple 
11:24 “This is my b, which is for you; 
12:12 The bls wus tough is mau 
Eph 5.30 for weare members of his b. 
BOLD (BOLDNESS) 
Ps 138: 3 youmade me b and stouthearted. 
Pr 21:29 A wicked man puts upab front, 
28: 1 but the righteous are as basa lion. 


BOLDNESS* (BOLD) 

‘Ac 4:29 to speak your word with great b, 
BONDAGE 

Ezr 9 9 God has not deserted us in our. 


BOOK (BOOKS) 

Jos 1; 8 Donotlet this B of the Law depart 
Ne _ 8: 8 They read from the B of the Law 
Jn 20:30 which are not recorded in this 6. 
Php 4 3 whose names are in the bof life, 
Rev 21:27 written inthe Lamb's b of life. 


BOOKS (BOOK) 
fcc 12:12 Of making many b there is no end, 


BORN (BEAR) 
Isa 9: 6 Fortousachildisb, 
Jn 3:_7atmy saying, ‘You must be b again 
1Pe 1:23 Foryou have been b again, 

4: 7 Everyone who loves has been b 
5: 1 believes that Jesusiss the Christ is b 


BORROWER 
Pr 22: 7 andthe bis servant to the lender, 


BOUGHT 

‘Ac 20:28 which he b with his own blood, ~ 

1Co 6:20 Youare not your own; you were b 
7:23 You were b at a price; do not 

2Pe 2: | the sovereign Lord who b them— 


Bow 

Ps 95: 6 Come, let us b down in worship, 
Isa 45:23 Before me every knee will b; 

Ro 14:11 ‘every knee will b before me; 
Php 2:10 name of Jesus every knee should b, 


BRANCH (BRANCHES) 
Isa 4: 2 Inthat day the B of the Lorp will 
Jer 33:15 Iwill make a righteous 8 sprout 


BRANCHES (BRANCH) 
Jn 15: 5 “lam the vine; you are the b. 


BRAVE 
2Sa_ 2. 7 Now then, be strong and b, 


BREAD 

3 that man does not live on b alone 

8 but give me only my daily 6 

Ecc 11: 1 Cast yourb upon the waters, 

Isa 55; 2 Why spend money on what is not b 

4: 4 ‘Man does not live on balone, 

6:11 Give us today our daily b. 

Jn 6:35 Jesus declared, **l am the b of life. 
21:13 took the b and gave it to them, 

1Co 11:23 took b, and when he had given 


BREAK (BREAKING BROKEN) 
Nu 30: 2 he mustnot b his word 
Jdg 2. 1 ‘Iwill never 6 my covenant 
Isa 42. 3 A bruised reed he will notb, 
Mt 12:20 A bruised reed he will not, 


Ge _2: 7 bimtohis nostrils tiles 
Jn 20,22 And with that he bon ace 
BREEDSS te 
Pr 13:10 Prideonly ® quarrels, 

BRIBE wee 


Ex 23: 8 “Donotacceptab, 

Pr 6:35 will refuse the b, however greatit 
BRIDE " 
Rev 19: 7andhis bhas made herself ready, 
BRIGHTER (BRIGHTNESS) 

Pr 4:18 shining ever bl the full ight 


BRIGHTNESS (BRIGHTER) 
Sa 2213 ‘bof! 
wie wl ne te 


Da 12:3 
BROAD . 

7:13 and b is the road that leads 
BROKEN (BREAK) 


Mt 

Bs 51:17 The scrifics of God arb apr, 
Ecc 4:12 of three strands is not quickly b. 

Jn 10:35 andthe Serine canoot be b= 


BROKENHEARTED* (HEART) 


Ps 34:18 The Lorpis close tothe b 
109: 16 and the needy and the b. 
147: 3 He heals the b 

Isa 61: 1 Hehas sent me to bind up the b, 


BROTHER (BROTHER'S BROTHERS) 


Pr 17:17 and abis born for adversity. 
18:24 C eretiemmeyretgy py 


1Co. 8:13 if what I eat causes 
(Jn 2:10 Whoever loves his b lives 
4:21 loves God must also love his b. 


BROTHER'S (BROTHER) 
Ge 4: 9 “Am my b keeper?” The Lon 
BROTHERS (BROTHER) 


Ps 133) 1 even & iva eases eer 
Pr _6:19 who stirs up dissension among | 

Mt 25:40 one of the least ofthese bof mane, 
Mk 10:29 or b or sisters or mother or father 


3: 8 be sympathetic, love as 
Wn 3:14 death to life, Tose erisigoets 


BUILD (BUILDING BUILDS BUILT) 
Mt 16:18 and on this rock I will my church, 
‘Ac 20:32 which can you up and give you 
Co Ce eal it Walipehioed gg 
1Th 5:11 one another and b each other up, 
BUILDING (BUILD) 

1Co 3 9 you are God's ld, God's. 
2Co 10: 8 us ford you up rather 

Eph 4:29 helpful for b others up according 
BUILDS (BUILD) 


Ps 127: 1 Unless the Lon b the house, 
1Co 3:10 one should be careful how he b. 


8: 1 Knowledge puffs up. but love b up. 


BUILT (BUILD) 
Mt 7:24 is like # wise man who b his house 


BURDEN 


Eph 2:20 bon the foundation of the apostles 
4:12 the body of Christ may be b up 

BURDEN (BURDENED BURDENS) 

Ps 38: 4 likea too heavy to bear. 

Mt_ 11:30 my yoke is easy and my bis light."* 

BURDENED (BURDEN) 

Gal 5: 1 donotlet yourselves be bagain 


BURDENS (BURDEN) 
Ps 68:19 who daily bears our b. 

Gal 6: 2 Carryeach other's, 

BURIED 

Ro 6: 4 bwithhim through baptism 

1Co 15: 4 thathe was b, that he was raised 

BURNING 

Lev 6; 9 the fire must be kept 6 on the altar. 
Ro 12:20 you will heap 6 coals on his head." 
BUSINESS 


Da 8:27 and went about the king's b. 
ITh 4:11 tomind your own b and to work 


BUSY 
1Ki 20:40 While your servant was & here 
2Th 3:11 They are not b; they are 

Tit 2: 5 tobebathome, tobe kind, 


CAESAR 
Mt 22:21 
CAIN 


Firstborn of Adam (Ge 4:1), murdered brother 
Abel (Ge 4:1-16; 1Jn 3:12) 


CALEB 

Judahite who spied out Canaan (Nu 13:6); al- 
lowed to enter land because of faith (Nu 13:30 
14:38; Dt 1:36). Possessed Hebron (Jdg 14:6-15 
19). 


CALF 


Ex 32: 4 into an idol cast in the shape of ac, 
Lk 15:23 Bring the fattened c and kill it 


CALL (CALLED CALLING CALLS) 
Ps 105: | tothe Lorp, con his name; 
145: 18 near to all who con him, 
Pr 31:28 children arise and c her blessed; 
Isa _ 5:20 Woe to those who cevil good 
55:6 con him while he is near 
65:24 Before they c I will answer; 
Jer 33: 3 ‘Ctome and I will answer you 
Mt 9:13 cometoc the righteous, 
Ro 10:12 and richly blesses all who.c on him, 
11:29 gifts and his c are irrevocable. 
ITh 4: 7 ForGod did not cus to be impure, 


CALLED (CALL) 

1Sa 3: 5 and said, “"Here Lam; youc me.”* 
2Ch 7:14 if my people, who are c 

Ps 34: 6 This poor man c, and the LorD 
Mt 21:13 "* ‘My house will be ca house 

Ro 8:30 And those he predestined, he also ¢ 
1Co 7:15 God has c usto live in peace 

Gal 5:13 You, my brothers, were c to be free 
1Pe 2: 9 of him who c you out of darkness 


CALLING (CALL) 


Jn 1:23 Lam the voice of one cin the desert 
Ac 22:16 wash your sins away, con his name 
Eph 4: 1 worthy of the c you have received 
2Pe 1:10 all the more eager to make your ¢ 


CALLS (CALL) 


Joel 2:32 And everyone who c 
Jn 10: 3 Hechis own sheep by name 
Ro 10:13 “Everyone who con the name 


CAMEL 


Mi 19:24 itis easier for acto go 
23:24 strain out a gnat but swallow ac 


Give to C what is Caesar's, 


CANAAN 


ICh 16:18 “To youl will give the land of C 


10 
CANCELED “ 
Lk 7:42 sohec the debts of both, 
Col 2:14 having cthe written code, 
CAPITAL 
Dt 21:22 guilty of ac offense is put to death 
CAPSTONE (STONE) 
Ps 118: 22 has become the: 
1Pe 2: 7 has become the c,"* 
CARE (CAREFUL CARES CARING) 
Ps _8: 4 thesonof man that youc for him? 
Pr 29: 7 Therighteous cabout justice 
Lk 10:34 him to an inn and took ¢ of him. 
Jn 21:16 Jesus said, “Take c of my sheep."* 
Heb 2: 6 the son of man that you c for him? 
1Pe 5: 2 of God's flock that is under your c, 
CAREFUL (CARE) 
Ex 23:13 “Bectodoeverything [have said 
Dt _6: 3 bectoobey so that it may go well 
Jos 23: 6 bectoobey all that is written 
23:11 be very cto love the Lor your 
Pr 13:24 he who loves him is c 
Mi 6: 1 “Becnottodo your act 
12:17 Be eto do what Fightin the eyes 
To ‘3:10 eachone should be ¢how he builds 
8: 9 Bec, however, that the exercise 
Eph 5:15 Be very, then, how you live— 
CARELESS 
Mt 12:36 forevery word they have spoken. 
CARES (CARE) 
Ps 55:22 Cast yourcon the Lor 
Na 1: 7 Hecforthose who tnist in him, 
Eph 5:29 but he feeds and c fort, just 
IPe 5: 7 on him because he c for you, 
CARING* (CARE) 
1Th 2: 7 likeamotherc for her little 
ITi 5: 4 practice by c for their own family 
CARRIED (CARRY) 
Ex 19: 4 and how Ic youon eagles’ wings 
Isa_ 53: 4 and cour sorrows, 
Heb 13: 9 Donot be c away by all kinds 
2Pe 1:21 as they were calong by the Holy 
CARRIES (CARRY) 
Dt 32:11 and cthem on ts pinions. 
Isa_ 40:11 and cthem close to his heart; 
CARRY (CARRIED CARRIES) 
Lk 14:27 anyone who does not c his cross 
Gal 6: 2 Ceachother's § 
6: 5 for each one should chis own load, 


CAST 
Ps 22:18 andc lots for my clothing. 
55:22 C your cares on the LoD 
Ece 11: 1 Cyour bread upon the waters, 
Jn 19:24 andc lots for my clothing. "* 
1Pe 5: 7 Call your anxiety on him 
CATCH (CAUGHT) 
Lk 5:10 from now on you will cmen."* 


CATTLE 
Ps 50:10 and the con a thousand hills. 
CAUGHT (CATCH) 

ITh 4:17 and are left will be c up together 
CAUSE (CAUSES) 

Pr 24:28 against your neighbor without c, 
Ecc 8: 3 Donotstand up fora bad c, 

Mt 18: 7 of the things that c people to sin! 
Ro 14:21 else that will c your brother 
1Co 10:32 Donotc anyone to stumble, 
(CAUSES (CAUSE) 

Isa _ 8:14 a stone that c men to stumble 
Mt = 18: 6 ifanyone cone of these little ones 


CAUTIOUS* 


Pr 12:26 Arighteous man is cin friendship, 


‘CENSER 
Ley 16:12 bie eae 


CENTURION 

Mr 85 SaenesCaperui csi 
CERTAIN (CERTAINTY) € 

2Pe 1:19 word of the prophets made more.c, 
CERTAINTY* (CERTAIN) =) 


1: 4 soibat yo tay Know theo 
: 8 They knew with c that I came 


Ps 1: 4 Theyarelikec 
CHAINED 

2Ti 2: 9 ButGod’swordisnote. 
CHAMPION 

Ps 19; 5 likeacrejoicingto run his course, 
CHANGE (CHANGED) ay 
1Sa_ 15:29 of Israel does not lie or c his mind; 
Ps 110: 4 and will not his mind: 

Jer 7: 5 Ifyoureally c your ways 

Mal 3: 6 “ithe LorDdo note. 

Mt 
Heb 7:21 and will not c his mind: 

Jas 1:17 whodoes not c like shifting 
CHANGED (CHANGE) ~ 

1Co 15:51 but we will all be — ina flash, 
CHARACTER 


Ru _ 3:11 thatyou are a woman of noble c, 
Br _3IE10'A wile of noble whi ca Bd? 


Ro 4 perseverance, c: and c, 
WGo 15:33 amc te" 


CHARGE 
Ro 8:33 Whowill 
2Co I: er eee & 
2Ti 4: 1 [give you this c; Preach the Word, 
CHARIOTS 

2Ki pt! and c of fire all around Elisha, 

Ps 7 Some trust in c and some in horses, 
CHARM 

Pr 31:30 Cis deceptive, and beauty is 
CHASES 

Pr 12:11 he who fantasies lacks judgment, 
CHATTER® (CHATTERING) 

ITi_ 6:20 Tum away from godless ¢ 

2Ti 2:16 Avoid godless c, because those 
CHATTERING* (CHATTER), 

Pr 10; 8 butac fool comes to ruin. 

10:10 and ac fool comes to ruin, 

(CHEAT®* (CHEATED) 

Mal = 1:14 "Cursed is the ec who has 

1Co 6: 8 you yourselves c and do wrong, 
(CHEATED (CHEAT) 

Lk 19: 8 if {have canybody out of anything, 
1Co 6; 7 Why not rather be c? Instead, 
CHEEK 

Mt — 5:39 someone strikes you on the right c, 


(CHEERFUL* (CHEERS) 

Pr 15:13 A happy heart makes the face ¢, 
15:15 but the c heart has a continual feast 
15:30 Ac look brings joy to the heart, 
17:22 Ac heart is good medicine, 

2Co 9: 7 for God loves ac giver. 


(CHEERS (CHEERFUL) 
Pr 12:25 butakind word ¢ him up. 


CHILD 


CHILD (CHILDISH CHILDREN) 

Pr 20:11 Evenacis known by his actions, 
22. 6 Train ac inthe way he should go, 
22.15 Folly 1s bound up in the heart of ae 
23.13 not withhold discipline from ac: 
29:15 cleft to himself disgraces his 

mother 

Isa 7:14 The virgin will be with ¢ 
9% 6 Fortousacis bor, 

11 6 and a little ¢ will lead them. 
66:13 As amother comforts her ¢ 

Mt 1:23 * The virgin will be with ¢ 
18: 2 He calleda little cand had him 

Lk 1:42 and blessed is the ¢ you will bear! 
1:80 And the c grew and became strong 

1Co 13:11 When I was ac, I talked like ac, 

Un 5: 1 who loves the father loves his ¢ 


CHILDISH® (CHILD) 
1Co 13.11 When I became s man, I put c ways 


CHILDREN (CHILD) 
Dt 4: 9 Teach them to your c 

11-19 them to youre, talking about them 
Ps 8: 2 From the lips of cand infants 
Pr 17:6 Children’s care a crown 

31:28 Her c arise and call her blessed; 
Mi 7:11 how to give good gifts to your ¢, 
11:25 and revealed them to litle c 
18: 3 you change and become like little ¢ 
19:14 Let the little c come to me, 
21:16 ** *From the lips of c and infants 
9:37 one of these little c in my name 
10:14 "Let the little ¢ come to me, 
10:16 And he took the cin his arms, 
13:12 C will rebel against their parents 
Lk 10:21 and revealed them to little c 

18:16 "'Let the little ¢ come to me, 
Ro 8:16 with our spinit that we are God's ¢ 
2Co 12:14 parents, but parents for their c 
Eph 6: 1 C, obey your parents in the Lord, 

6: 4 donotexasperate your c; instead, 
Col 3:20 C, obey your parents in everything, 
3:21 Fathers, do not embitter your c, 
3: 4 and sce that his c obey him 
3:12 and must manage his ¢ and his 
5:10 bringing up c, showing hospitality, 
Jn 3: | that we should be called cof God! 


CHOOSE (CHOOSES CHOSE CHOSEN) 


Dt 30:19 Now c life, so that you 

Jos 24:15 then c for yourselves this day 

Pr 8:10 Cmy instruction instead of silver, 
16:16 toc understand.ng rather 

Jn 15:16 Youdid note me, but I chose you 


CHOOSES (CHOOSE) 
Jn 7.17 Ifanyone c to do God's will, 


CHOSE (CHOOSE) 

Ge 13:11 So Lote for himself the whole plain 
Ps 33:12 the people he c for his inheritance 
Jn 15:16 but Lc you and appointed you to go 
1Co 1:27 But God the foolish things 

Eph |: 4 hecus in him before the creation 
27h 2:13 from the beginning God ¢ you 


CHOSEN (CHOOSE) 
Isa 41. 8 Jacob, whom I have c, 
Mi 22.14 Formany are invited, but few are c 
Lk 10.42 Mary has c what is better, 

23:35 the Christ of God, the C One. ** 
Jn 15:19 but I have ¢ you out of the world. 
1Pe 1:20 He was c before the creation 

2: 9 But you are a c people, a royal 


CHRIST (CHRIST'S CHRISTIAN 


CHRISTS) 


Mt = 1:16 was born Jesus, who 1s called C 
16:16 Peter answered, “You are the C 


Mk 


ITi 


22:42 “What do you think about the C” 
Jn 141 found the Messiah" (that is, the C) 

20:31 you may believe that Jesus is the C 
Ac 2.36 you crucified, both Lord and C 


$ he youd news that Jesus is the C. 


922 by proving that Jesus is the C 


u 


Ac 173 hat the C 
PR een the C had to suffer: 


Ro 3:22 comes through faith in Jesus C 
died 


Semwrnunu 


4 C isthe end of the law 
}. 9 C died and returned to life 

3 ForevenC did not please himself 
:23 but we preach C crucified: 


=-ZES 


1Co 


j 
i 
g 
5 
3 


11: 3 the head of every man is C, 
12:27 Now you are the body of C, 

15: 3 that C died for our sins according 
15:14 And if C has not been raised, 
15:22 soiin C all will be made alive 


4: 5 not preach ourselves, 

5:10 before the judgment seat of C, 
5:17 Therefore, ifanyone is in C, 
cat 2 you to one husband, oC. 


6:14 in the cross of our Lord Jesus C, 


1: 3 with every spiritual inc. 
3. 8 theunsearchable richesof 


4:13 measure of the fullness of C- 

5:_2 aC loved us and gave himself up 
5:23 as Cis the head of the church, 
5:25 just as C loved the church 

1:21 to live is C and to die is gain 

1:27 worthy of the gospel of C 

4:19 tohis glorious riches in C Jesus. 


us like a good soldier of C Jesus 

salvation through faith in C Jesus. 

our great God and Savior, Jesus C, 
4 to share in C if we hold firmly 
9:14 more, then, will the blood of C. 


9:28 so C was sacrificed once 

10; 10 of the body of Jesus C once for all. 
13: 8 Jesus C :s the same yesterday 
1:19 but with the precious blood of C, 
2:21 because C suffered for you, 

3:18 For C died for sins once for all, 
4:14 insulted because of the name of C, 
2.22 man who denies that Jesus is the C, 
3:16 Jesus C laid down his life for us, 

5S: 1 believes that Jesus is the Cis bom 
Rev 20; 4 reigned with C a thousand years. 


CHRIST'S (CHRIST) 


2Co_ 5:14 ForC love compels us, 
5:20 We are therefore C ambassadors, 
12; 9 so that C power may reston me. 


(CHRISTIAN (CHRIST) 
IPe 4:16 as. aC. do not be ashamed. 


CHRISTS (CHRIST) 

Mi 24:24 For false C and false prophets will 
CHURCH 

Mi 16:18 and on this rock I will build myc, 


18:17 if be refuses to listen even to the c, 


Ac 20:28 Be shepherds of the cof God, 
1Co 5:12 of mine to judge those outside the ¢ 


Mn 


(CITIZENSHIP) 
Eph 2:19 but fellow with God's people 


(CITIZENSHIP (CITIZENS) 
Php 3:20 Butourcis inheaven. 
crry 


Mt_ 5:14 Aconahill cannot be hidden, 

Heb 13:14 here we do not have an enduring c, 
CIVILIAN® 

271 2: 4 asoldier gets involved inc affuirs— 


‘CLAIM (CLAIMS) 

Pr 25: 6 donotea: 

Un | 6 Ifweeto! 
1: 8 If we cto be without sin, we 
1:10 If wee we have not sinned, 


CLAIMS (CLAIM) . 
Jas 2:14 ifamane tohave faith 

Un 2; 6 Whoever eto live in him must walk == 
“Anyone who ¢to be in the light 


men, 


CLAP 

Ps 47: | Cyourhands, all you nations; 

Isa $5:12 will etheirhands. 

CLAY 

Isa 45: 9 Does the c say tothe potter, 
64; 8 Weare the c, you are the potter; 


‘that God has made c."* 
food isc, but it is wrong. 
CLING (CLINGS) 

Ro 12: 9 Hate what is evil; ¢ to what is good. 
(CLINGS (CLING) 

Ps 63; 8 My soul cto you; 

CLOAK 

2Ki 4:29 “Tuck your ¢ into your belt, 
CLOSE (CLOSER) 

Ps 34:18 Lonpisc tothe brokenheared 
Isa 40:11 and carries them c to his heart; 
Jer 30:21 himself tobe cto me?” 
CLOSER (CLOSE) 

Ex 3; 5 “Donot come any c,"" God said 
Pr 18:24 there is a friend who sticks ¢ 


CLOTRED 
CUOTRED (CLOTHE) 
BNE cempnentiny Make al Come 


BEDS ae lee WHR tre 
AA SO amt yoo Mave Reem NER PRE 


CLOTRES (CLOTHE) 

Me SES OAD freee Wepeetentinan 
AOS Anat why dio ee Womry abewt eC” 

Be Tet Take he gravee ain bet hia a 


CLOTRING (CLOTHE) 
OX LDS A woman mast net went mews 
Ni ES They come maim seep he 


CLOUD (CLOUDS) 

Bx LED Bem sea paltar ote te gue them 
Ta IS) See he Loko Menon anette 
LA Db 27 of Man coming aac with power 
Bed 12 dy wach a great cof wemessen, 


CLOUDS (CLOUD) 
FAIL Nemates thee bischanwe 

Da NEF coming wah eco heaven, 

Nik ERD comming ine wath great power 
TTD £17 wen them ie the cdo oneet the Lond 
COSREIRS? (INRERIT) 

Ro S17 dew of Gadand owe Chinst, 


COALS S. 
2822 yoo will rap damming com his head 
Ro 


12.30 yoo wall beap Derming com his bead 


2S Like water toa weary soul 
Wf anyone gives even a cupofe water 
the love of moat will grow c, 


COMFORT (COMFORTED COMFORTS) 


4 nud and your staf they eme 
and I find c im them 


3 enco ade 
+ sothat wecanc those 
> you oaght to forgive and chim, 
COMFORTED (COMFORT) 
Mc S: 4 forthey willlbec 


pegaate (COMFORT) 
25 Iwas like one sboc moumers. 


6 But Gad, who c the downcast. 


COMMAND (COMMANDED 
COMMANDING COMMANDENT 
COMMANDMENTS COMMANDS) 
Ex 7 2 Youaretosayeverythinglc you. 
to go beyond the c of the Loap— 
Do not add to what Ee you 

16 For Ic you today to love 

so that you may ¢ your children 
91.11 Forhe wall c has angels concerning 
3.13 buthe ho respects ac is rewarded 
Obey the king’sc. Isay, 

are those who obey his ¢ 
you will obey what Lc 


s is his c: to believe in the name 
cs that you walk in love, 


COMMANDED (COMMAND) 
Ps 9 bec. and it stood firm 

lox he c and they were created 
to obey everything I have ¢ you 
9-14 Lord has c that those who preach 
3.23 and to love one another ashe cus 


Me 
iCo 
Us 


geez 


ze 7 


‘COMMEND (COMMENDED 
(COMMENDS) 

Exe 8:15 Solicthe 

Ro 1X Satna. 
1Pe 2:14 and toc those who do: 
coamead coun a 
Heb 11:39 These were all c for their faith, 


(COMMENDS (COMMEND) ” 
2Co 10:18 sate ia ee COMI 
20:14 “Yedda nice adohtys : 
= 37:_$ Cyour way to the Lorp; 
Mc 
me 23-46 into your hands Ic my spirit."” 
20:32 Le you to God and to the word 
to 10. 8 We should not c sexual immorality, r 
1Pe 4:19 t0 God's will should c themselves: ‘COMPETES* 


COMMITS (COMMIT) 
Pr 6:32 man whoc adultery lacks 


Nu S: 7 andmustconfessthe sinhehase. 
1K: 8:61 But your hearts must be fully c 
2Ch 16: 9 these whose hearts are fully ¢ 
Mt 5:28 lustfully has already cadultery 
2Co_ 5:19 And he has c tous the message 
IPe 2:22 “Hecnosin, 
COMMON 
Pr 22: 2 Rich and poorhave thisinc: é 
1Co 10:13 has seized youexcept what isc 
2Co 6:14 and wickedness have in c? 
COMPANION (COMPANIONS) 

~ Pr 13:20 butac of fools suffers harm. 


COMPANIONS (COMPANION) = 
Pr 18:24 Aman of many cmay come to ruin 


COMPANY 4 M 
Pr 24: 1 donotdesire their c; “ 


CONCEALS 


CONCEALS (CONCEAL) 
Pr 28/1) He who e his sins dooy nat prosper, 


CONCEITED 

Ro 1216 Donotbec 

Gal 5:26 Let us not become o, provoking 
IT) 6) 4 he is cand understands nothing. 


CONCEIVED 
Mi 1:20 whatine in hor is from the Holy 
1Co 2) 9 no mind hase 


CONCERN (CONCERNED) 

Be 36:21 {had ¢ formy holy name, which 

1Co 7.42 would like youto be free from ¢ 
12:25 that its parts should haye equal 

2Co 11:28 of my c forall the churches, 


CONCERNED (CONCERN) 


Jnh 4:10 “You have been ¢ about this vine, 
Co 7:32 An unmarried man is ¢ about 


CONDEMN (CONDEMNATION 

CONDEMNED CONDEMNING 

CONDEMNS) 

Job 40: & Would you e me to justify yourself? 

Isa $0: 9 Who is he that wille me? 

Lk 6:37 Donote, and you will not be 

Jn 317 Son into the world to ¢ the world, 
12.48 very word which I spoke will ehim 

Ro 2:27 yetobeys the law will e you who, 

Jn 3.20 presence whenever our hearts ¢ us 


CONDEMNATION (CONDEMN) 


Ro 5:18 of one trespass was ¢ for all men, 
8. 1 there is now no. for those who are 


CONDEMNED (CONDEMN) 
Ps 34-22 no one will be ¢ who tukes refuge 
MI 12.37 and by your words you will be ¢.'* 
23:33 How will you escape being ¢ to hell 
Jn 3.18 Whoever believes in him is not ¢, 
5.24 has eternal life and will not be ¢ 
16:11 prince of this world now stands c 
Ro 14:23 Bur the man who has doubts ts ¢ 
1Co 11.32 disciplined so that we will not be ¢ 
Heb 11. 7 By his faith he c the world 


CONDEMNING (CONDEMN) 


Pr 17-15 the guilty and c the innocent— 
Ro 2. I judge the other, you are ¢ yourself, 


CONDEMNS (CONDEMN) 
Ro 8:34 Who ishe thats * Christ Jesus, 
2Co 3: 9 the ministry that © men is glorious, 


CONDUCT 
Pr 10:23 A fool finds pleasure inevil c 
20.11 by whether his ¢ is pure and right 
21, 8 butthe cof the innocent is upright: 
Ecc 6; 8 how toc himself before others? 
Jer 4:18 “Your own c and actions 
1710 to reward a man according to his ¢, 
Eze 7: 3 Iwill judge you according to your c 
Php 1:27 cyourselves ina manner worthy 
IT: 3:15 toc themselves in God's household 


CONFESS (CON ON) 

Lev 16:21 and cover it all the wickedness 
26:40 ** *Burif they wile theirsins 

Nu 5: 7 mustcthe sin he has committed 

Ps 38:18 Lemy iniquity, 

Ro 10: 9 Thatif youc with your mouth, 

Php 2:11 every tongue c that Jesus Christ is 

Jas 5.16 Therefore c your sins (o each other 

Un 1. 9 Ifwec our sins, he is faithful 


CONFESSION (CONFESS) 


Ezr 10:11 Now make c to the Loxp, 
2Co 9.13 obedience that accompanies your c 


CONFIDENCE 

Ps 71 5 myesince my youth 

Pr 3.26 fon the Lon will be your ¢ 
11.13 A gossip betrays ac, 
25. 9 donotbetray another man’s ¢, 


£ 13 


ie pet Res tied feet» 
faa 42:17 will be quietness and ¢ forever, 
Jer 17) F whose e in in him, 
nd 43 and who put no ¢ in the Hesh— 
Het 414 till the end the © we find at frat 
16 the throne of grace with ©, 
10:19 since we have ¢ to enter the Most 
10/35 So do not throw away youre; — 
Vn Sid Thin isthe e we have 


CONFORM? (CONFORMED) 

Ro 12. 2 Donote un 10 the pat 

Pe 1 tagonoceie tate ocseee you ph i 
CONFORMED (CONFORM) 

Ro 8:29 predestined to be cto the likeness 


CONQUERORS 
Ro 8:37 thane through him who loved us. 


CONSCIENCE (CONSCIENCES) 

Ro 12) 5 punishment but also because of ¢ 

1Co 8; 7 singe theire is weak, itis defiled. 

‘8:12 inthis way and wound their weak ¢ 

10:25 without raising questions of ¢, 
10:29 freedom be judged by another's? 

Heb 10:22 to cleanse us from a guilty & 

1Pe 3:16 and respect, keeping a clear c, 


CONSCIENCES* (CONSCIENCE) " 
Ro 2:15 their e also bearing witness, 

WT 4: 2 whose ¢ Nave been seured 

Tit 115 their minds and ¢ are 5 
Heb 9:14 cleanse our ¢ from acts that lend: 


CONSCIOUS* 


Ro 3:20 through the law we become ¢ of sin 
1Pe 2:19 of unjust suffering because he is ¢ 


CONSECRATE (CONSECRATED) 
Bx 13: 2 'C tome every firstborn male. 
Ley 20; 7°" 'C yourselves and be holy, 


CONSECRATED (CONSECRATE) 


Ex 29:43 and the place will be c by my glory. 
IT 4: 3 bocauselt lsc by the word of ed 


CONSIDER (CONSIDERATE 
CONSIDERED CONSIDERS) 
1Sa 12:24 c whut great things he has done 
Job 97:14 stop and e God's wonders 
Ps 8: 3 When lc yourheavens, 
107; 43 and ¢ the great love of the Lorp, 
143; $ ande what your hands have done 
Lk 12:24 € the ravens: They do not sow 
12:27 about the rest? ""C how the lilies 
Php 2: 3 burin humility ¢ others better 
43: 8 Te everything a loss compared 
Heb 10:24 And letus ¢ how we may spurone 
Jas 1, 2 Cit pure joy, my brothers, 


CONSIDERATE® (CONSIDER) 

Tit 3: 2 tobe peaceable and, 

Jas 3:17 then peace-loving, ¢, submissive, 

1Pe 2:18 only to those who are good and ¢, 
3 7 inthe same way be ¢ as you live 

CONSIDERED (CONSIDER) 

Job 1; 8 "Have you c my servant Job? 
a3. you e my servant Job” 

Ps 44,22 we are cas sheep to be slaughtered 

Isa $3: 4 yet wee him stricken by God, 

Ro 8:36 we are cas sheep to be slaughtered 

CONSIDERS (CONSIDER) 


Pr 31,16 She ca field and buys ily 
Ro 14: 5 One man c one day more saci 
Jas 1:26 If anyone c himself religious 


CONSIST 
Lk 12:15 aman’s life does note 


CONSOLATION 
Ps 94:19 youre brought joy to my soul, 


CONSTRUCTIVE* 
1Co 10:23 but not everything ise 
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CONTAIN ‘ : 
UKs 8127 the 
CONTAMINATES® 


2Co 1 eae 


Pr —_ 
ane 


yuo oa 
IS alee 
cotebiec een ‘ 


Jude 3 youtoe forthe faith thatwasonce 


CONTENDING® (CONTEND) 
Php 1:27 cas one man forthe faith ia 


G 
we will be © with 
what you have, 


(Ti 6: B and clothing. 
Heb 13: 5 and bec wi 
CONTENTMENT (CONTENT) 

JTL 6: 6 But godliness with ¢ is great gain. 


CONTINUAL (CONTINUE) 
Pr 15:15 butthe cheerful heart has a.c feast. 


CONTINUE (CONTINUAL) 

Php 2:12 ¢ to Work out your salvation” 

‘3:14 cin whatyou have learned 

Mn _ 5:18 bom of God does not cto sin; 

Rey 22:1) Ho atin Wh al ara 
22:11 let him who does right cto do right, 

CONTRITE* 

Ps $117 abroken and ¢ heart, 

Isa S7:15 also with him who is ¢ and lowly 
57.15 and to revive the heart of the ¢. 
66; 2 he who js humble and ¢ in spirit, 


CONTROL (CONTROLLED 
SELF-CONTROL SELF-CONTROLLED) 
Pr 29:11 a wise man keeps himself under c. 
1Co 7: 9 Butifthey cannot ¢ themselves, 
71.37 buvhas ¢ over his own will, 
\Th 4: 4 you should lear to ¢ his own body: 
CONTROLLED (CONTROL) 
Ps 32; 9 but must be c by bit and bridle 
Ro 8: 6 but the mind by the Spirit is life 
8: 8 Those ¢ by the sinful nature cannot 
CONTROVERSIES 
Tit 4: 9 Butavoid foolish ¢ and genealogies 
CONVERSATION 
Col 4; 6 Letyourebe always full of grace, 
CONVERT 
IT) 3; 6 He must not be a recent c, 
CONVICT 
Jn 16: & he will the world of guilt in regard 
CONVINCED (CONVINCING) 
Ro 8.38 Forlame that neither death 
2Ti 1.12 andame that he is able 
3.14 have learned and have become ¢ 
CONVINCING® (CONVINCED) 
Ac |. Sand gave many ¢ proofs that he was 
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COVER (COVER-UP COVERED 
COVERS) 


SL 2 Rewalc you wiih his feathers, 
Ss SY) and cover a malttinade of sins, 
COVER-UP (OOVER) 

We DS Det donee ese your freedom ax ac 
COVERED (COVER) 

HK MD I whee asa 

Ba & 2 Withrwo wings they ethein faces, 
Ro = 7 wixsr sma, 

2CO TL. € wath his Dodd © dishomors his head, 


COVERS (COVER) 


PNET det hove cover all wrongs, 
We = F kve cover a mohitude of sins, 


COvVET 


Ex $EIT Yoo shall pote your to 
R ikem Ss “ 


cowaRDLY* 
Rev 21) § Butthec. the unbelieving, the vile, 


(CRAFTINESS (CRAFTY) 
Co 219 “He casches the wise in their ¢’’. 


(CRAFTY (CRAFTINESS) 


Ge} 1 the serpent was more c than any 
2Co 12.16 ¢fellow that] am, Leaught you 
CRAVE 


Pr 2% 3 Donotchis delicacies, 

1Pe 2. 2 newborn babies. c pure spiritual 
CREATE (CREATED CREATION 
CREATOR) 

Ps Si:10 Cinmeapure heart, OGod, 
Is2 45:18 bedid notcitto beempty, 


(CREATED (CREATE) 

G_L._I Inthe beginning God c the heavens 
1:21 God c the great creatures of the sea 
1:27 So God c man in his own image, 

Ps 148. for he commanded and they were c 

Ise 42: S he whoc the heavens and stretched 

Ro 1.25 and served things rather 

1Co 11: 9 neither was man c for woman, 

Col 1:16 Forby him all things were c: 

1Ti 4 4 Foreverything God cis good, 

Rev 10: 6 whoc the heavens and all that is 


CREATION (CREATE) 

Mik 16:15 and preach the good news to all c. 

Jn 17.24 me before the < of tne world. 

Ro 4:19 Thec waits in eager expectation 
2.39 depth, nor anything else in all c, 

2Co 5:17 he is anew c: the old has gone, 

Col 1:15 God, the firstborn over all c. 

1Pe 1:20 chosen before the c of the world, 

Rev 13: & slain from the c of the world 

(CREATOR (CREATE) 

Ge 14:22 God Most High. C of heaven 

Ro 1.25 created things rather than the C— 

CREATURE (CREATURES) 

Lev 17:11 Forthe life of ac isin the blood, 

CREATURES (CREATURE) 

Ge 619 bring into the ark two of all living c, 

Ps 104; 24 the earth is full of your c 

CREDIT (CREDITED) 

Ro 424 jo whom God will ¢ righteousness 

Pe 2:20 itt yourc if you receive a beating 

CREDITED (CREDIT) 


Ge 1S 6 andhec it whim as righteousness, 
Ko 4 5 his faith is cas righteousness, 


9 
Php Sis cali 


Teron el y 
Gal 6:14 inthe cof our Lord Jesus Christ, 


1:20 pete im, 

Aue aNd ay, Ha ” 
Heb 12: 2 set bet iment - 
cRrowD nd 
Be 2%: 2 pobre Pt lh vo 4 
CROWN (CROWNED CROWNS) sty 


Pry 4 San wihectoenr 


10: 6 Blessings c the | 
noble character is her husband's c, 


to bestow on them ac of beauty 
oe 9:16 like jewels in ac, 
Mt sa On ee nae ear 


1Co 9:25 itto; 
aT 4B soe foram th ‘ 
Rev 2:10 and!l will give you the eo Ni 


14:18 the 
ies 2: 7 youchim with glory and - mg) 
CROWNS (CROWN) ' 


Rev 4:10 They lay theire before the throne 
19:12 and on his head are many c, > 


(CRUCIFIED (CRUCIFY) — 
Mt 20:19 tobe mocked and Jando. 
27:38 Two robbers were c with him, 


Lk 24: 7 be cand on the third day be raised 
Jn 19:18 Here they chim, and with him two 
‘Ac 2:36 whom you c, both Lord and Christ. 
Yeo. {25 bul we prach Chea erastnbling 
0 1:23 but we preach cea 
2 except Jesus Christ and him c. < 
Gal 2:20 have been ¢ with Christ 
5:24 Christ Jesus have c the sinful. ar 


CRUCIFY (CRUCIFIED CRUCIFYING) 

Mt 27:22 They all answered, ‘“C him!"* “Why 
27:31 Then they led hit away tochim, J 

CRUCIFYING® (CRUCIFY) * 

Heb 6; 6 to their loss they are ¢ the Son. 

CRUSH (CRUSHED) 


Ge 3:15 hewille your head, 
Isa 53:10 itwasihe Lono's wil ae Bint 
Ro 16: Se aa 


CRUSHED (CRUSH) 


Ps 3 eens ag ec inspiit, 
Isa 53: 5 he wase forour 
2Co_ 4: 8 note; perplexed, but ‘tin despair 


CRY (CRIED) 


Ps 34:15 and his ears are attentive to their es 
40; 1 he turned to me and heard my ¢. 
130; 1 Outof the depths Leto you, 


cUuP 


cuP 

P23. S mycoverfiows 

Mi 10:42 if anyone gives even acof cold water 
23-25 You clean the outside of the ¢ 
26.99 may this c be taken from me. 

1Co 11-25 after supper he took the c, saying. 


CURSE (CURSED) 

Dt 11 26 before you today a blessing and ac 
2} 23 Inung on a tree is under God's c. 

La 6:28 bless thase who c you, pray 

Gal 3 |} of the law by becoming ac for us, 

Rev 22. 3 Nolonger will there be any 


CURSED (CURSE) 
Ge 3.17 “Cisthe ground because of you, 
Dt 27.15 ‘Cis the man who carves an image 
27-16 "Cis the man who dishonors his 
27:17 “Cisthe man who moves his 
27-18 “Cisthe man who leads the blind 
37-19 Cis the man who withholds justice 
27:20" Cisthe man who sleeps 
27.21 Cis the man who has sexual 
27.22 “Cis the man who sleeps 
37:23 °C isthe man who sleeps 
c 
€ 


27:24 Cis the man who kills his 

27:25 °C ts the man who accepts a bribe 
27:26 “Cis the man who does not uphold 
‘9: 3 Lcould wish that | myself were ¢ 
3.10 “Cis everyone who does not 


Ro 
Gal 
CURTAIN 

Ex 26:53 The ewill separate the Holy Place 
Ls 23:4 the c of the temple was torn in two. 
Heb 10:20 opened for us through the ¢ 


CYMBAL* 
[Co 13; | aresounding gong of clanging ¢. 


DANCE (DANCING) 
Ecc} 4 atime to moun and atime tod, 
Mt 11-17 and you did not d; 


DANCING (DANCE) 


Ps 30:11 You tumed my wailing intod, 
149. 3 Let them praise his name with d 


DANGER 
Pr 27:12 The prudent see d and take refuge, 
Ro _ 8:35 famine or nakedness or d or sword? 


DANIEL 

Hebrew exile to Babylon, name changed to 
Belteshazzar (Da 1:6-7). Refused to eat unclean 
food (Da 1:8-21). Interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dreams (Da 2; 4), wnting on the wall (Da 5). 
Thrown into lion's den (Da 6). Visions of (Da 
7-12) 
DARK (DARKNESS) 
Job 34:22 There sno d place, no deep 
Pr 3115 She gets up while itis still d, 


Ro 2:19 alight for those who are in the d. 
2Pe 1-19 astoalight shining in ad place, 


DARKNESS (DARK) 

Ge |. 4 he separated the light from the d. 
28a 22:29 the Lorp turns my d into light 

jn 3:19 but men loved d instead of light 
2Co 6:14 fellowship can light have with d? 
Eph 5: 8 For you were once d, but now you 
1Pe 2: 9 outofd into his wonderful light 
Hn |. $ inhim there is nod at all 

2. 9 but hates his brother is still in the d. 


DAUGHTERS 
2:28 sons and d will prophesy. 


DAVID 
Son of Jesse (Ru 4:17-22, 1Ch 2:13-15), 
ancestor of Jesus (Mt 11-17, Lk 3:31), 
Anointed king by Samuel (1Sa 16:1-13). Musi- 
cian to Saul (1$a 16)14-23; 18:10), Killed Goliath 
(1Sa 17). Relation with Jonathan (1Sa 18:1-4; 
19-20; 23)16-18; 2Sa 1) Disfavor of Saul (Sa 
18:6-23:29), Spared Saul’s life (1Sa 24, 26) 
Among Philistines (1Sa 21-10-14, 27-30). La- 


Joe! 


Ps 37: 6 yourrighteousness shine like the d, 
Pr 4:18 4s like the first gleam of d, > 


i Atonement, 
before them ina pillar of cloud by d 
meditate on itd and night, 


-laim his salvation d after d- 


96: 2 proc! 

118: 24 This is thed the Lorp has made; _ 
Pr 27: | notknow what ad may bring forth 
Joel 2:31 and dreadful d of the Lonp. 


Ob 15 The dof the Lonp is near 
11: 3 Give us each d our daily bread. 


17:11 examined the Scriptures every d 


DAYS (DAY) 
Dt 17:19 he isto read itall the d, of his life 
Ps 23: 6 all the dof my life, 

90:10 The length of our dis: years 
Ecc 12:1 Creatorin the d of your youth, 
Joel 2:29 Twill pour out my Spirit in those d. 
Mic 4° 1 Inthe last d 
Heb 1: 2 inthese lastd be has spoken to us 
2Pe 3: 3 thatin the last d scoffers will come, 


DEACONS 
ITi 3: 8 D, likewise, are to be men worthy 


DEAD (DIE) 

Dt 18:11 or spiritist or who consults the d. 

Mt 28: 7 ‘He has risen from the d 

Ro 6:11 count yourselves d to sin 

Eph 2: | you were dm your transgressions 

1Th 4:16 and the d in Chnist will rise first. 

Jas 2:17 isnot accompanied by action, isd. 
2:26 so faith without deeds isd. 


DEATH (DIE) 
Nu 35:16 the murderer shall be put tod, 
Ps 23: 4 the valley of the shadow of d. 
116: 15 isthed of his saints 
8:36 all who hate me love d."* 
14:12 but in the end it leads to d. 
Ecc 7: 2 ford isthe destiny of every man; 
Isa 25: 8 he will swallow upd forever. 
'53:12 he poured out his life unto d, 
Jn 5:24 he has crossed over from dio life. 


Ro 5:12 and in this way dcame toall men, 
6:23 For the wages of sin is d. 

8:13 put tod the misdeeds of the body, 
1Co 15:21 For since d came through a man, 
15:55 Where, Od, 1s your sting?” 

Rev 1:18 And I hold the keys of d and Hades 


20: 6 The second d has no power 
20:14 The lake of fire is the second d. 
21; 4 There will be no more d 


DEBAUCHERY 


Ro 13:13 not in sexual immorality and d, 
Eph 5:18 drunk on wine, which leads tod 


DEBORAH 


DECEIT (DECEIVE) ‘ 
% eat 
We 21 

pt poaretat bi ha 


DECEITFUL (DECEIVE) 
Jer 17: 9 Theheart isd above all things 
apoatles, 


2Co 11:13 men are false workmen, 
DECEITFULNESS (DECEIVE) 

Mk 4:19 the dof wealth and the desires 
Heb 3:13 of you may be hardened by sin'sd. 


DECEIVE (DECEIT DECEITFUL 
DECEITFULNESS DECEIVED DECEIVES 
DECEPTIVE) 4 


Lev ay "' "Do notd one another, 


5S: Theater words 
iz? ote won dade yomctee. 


im 
In 1: 8 wedourselves and the truth is not 


DECEIVED (DECEIVE) 4 


Ti 3:13 to worse, deceiving and being d. 
Jas 1:16 Don’t bed, my dear brothers. 
DECEIVES (DECEIVE) 

Gal 6: 3 whenhe is nothing, hed himself. 
Jas 1:26 hed himself and his religion is 
DECENCY* 

ITi_ 2: 9 women to dress modestly, with d 
DECEPTIVE (DECEIVE) 

Pr 31:30 Chanmis 4d, and beauty is fleeting; 
Col 2: 8 through hollow and d philosophy, 
DECLARE (DECLARED DECLARING) 


1Ch 16:24 D his glory the nations, 
Ps 19: ‘Tucheavens d the plory of Gots 
the nations, 


Mk — 7:19 Jesus d all foods *'clean.’") 

Ro 2:13 the law who will be d righteous, 
3:20 no one will be d righteous 

DECLARING (DECLARE) 

Ps 71: 8 dyoursplendor ll day long. 

Ac 2:11 wehearthemd the wonders 

DECREED (DECREES) 

La 3:37 happen if the Lord has not dit? 

Lk 22:22 Son of Man will goas ithas been d, 

DECREES (DECREED) 

Ley 10:11 Israelites all the d the Loap has 

Ps 119:112 My heart is set on keeping your d 

DEDICATE (DEDICATION) 

Nu 6:12 He must d himself tothe Lor 

Pr 20:25 fora man tod something rashly 


DEDICATION (DEDICATE) 


Prophetess who led Israel to victory over Ca- Ti 5:11 sensual desires overcome their d 


naanites (Jdg 4-5). 


DEBT (DEBTORS DEBTS) 

Ro 13: 8 Letnodremain outstanding, 
13. 8 continuing d to love one another. 

DEBTORS (DEBT) 

Mt 6:12 as we alsohave forgiven our d. 


DEED (DEEDS) 
Col 3:17 youdo, whether in word ord, 


DEEDS (DEED) 

1Sa 2; 3 and by him d are weighed. 

Ps 65; 5 with awesome d of nghteousness, 
66: 3 "How awesome are your d! 


Ps 78: the praisatvonty dof ie Load) 
you are great and do marvelous d, 


stand in awe of yourd, O Lown. 

Mi 5:16 that they may see your, id 

‘Ac 26:20 prove their repentance by their d, 

Jas 2:14 Claims to have fait but has 80d? 
2:20 faith without d is useless? 

‘IPe 2:12 they may see your good d 

DEEP (DEPTH) 

1Co 2:10 all things, even the, 

Im, 3 So mltcrta dante ert faith 

DEER 

Ps 42: | Asthed pants for streams of water, 


DEFEND (DEFENSE) 

Ps 74:22 Rise up, OGod, and d your cause; 
Pr 31: 9 dthe nights of the poor and needy 
Jer 50:34 He will vigorously d their cause 
DEFENSE (DEFEND) 

Ps 35:23 Awake, and rise to my d? 


Php 1:16 here for the d of the gospel. 
Un 2: 1 speaks to the Father in our d— 


DEFERRED* 
Pr 13:12 Hoped makes the heart sick, * 

DEFILE (DEFILED) 

Da 1: 8 Daniel resolved nottod himself 

DEFILED (DEFILE) Da seaman 
Isa 24: 5 The earth isd by its people; ‘Mt. 21:13 you are making ita“ 
DEFRAUD DENARIUS 

Lev 19:13 Donotd your neighbor orrobhim. Mk 12:15 Wii a 
DEITY* DENIED (DENY) -_ 
Col 2: 9 of the D lives in bodily form, IT 5: 8 he hasd the faith and ts wa 
DELIGHT (DELIGHTS) DENIES (DENY) s 
1Sa 15:22 “Does the Lorpd In 2:23 Noone who the Son has 


Ps I: 2 Buthisdis inthe law of the Lorp DENY (DENIED DENIES DENYING) 


16: 3 in whom is all my d_ ~t 

35: 9 and din his salvation, Ex 23: 6 “Donotd justice to yourpoor = se 
37: 4 D yourself in the Lor Job 27: 5 till die, 1 will notd my integrity, 

43. 4 toGod, my joy and my d- La 335 todamanhisnghts 


$1.16 Youdo notd insacnifice, Le 93 teat ae al ae aa = 
119: 77 for your law is my d. Tit 1:16 butby their actions they dim. = es 
Pr 29:17 he will bring d to your soul 
Isa 42: I my chosen one in whom Id: DENYING® (DENY) 
55. 2 and your soul will din the richest Eze 22:29 mistreat the alien, d them justice 
61.10 Id greatly in the Lory, 27) 3: 5 aformof godliness but d its power. 
9:24 for in these Ld," 2Pe 2: 1 dthe sovereign Lond who bought 


15.16 thy were my oy and myheart'sd, DEPART (DEPARTED) 


Mic 7.18 but d to show mercy s 
317 dia you, Ge 49:0 The ie wll rm a 
Zep 3:17 He will take greatd in you. Pei la fore Aim: DESIRES 


18 the § hom I d. 
Mc 12:18 the one I love, in whom ee ree eevee 


Jer 


1Co 13: 6 Love does not d inevil 
2Co 12:10 for Christ's sake, Idin weaknesses, Php 1:23 Idesive to dand be with Christ, 
DELIGHTS (DELIGHT) DEPARTED (DEPART) 
Ps 22: 8 since he din him." 1Sa 4:21 **The glory has from [srael"”— 
35:27 who in the well-being. Ps 119102 Thave not d from your laws, 
36. 8 from your nver of d. 
97:23 ifthe Lorod in a man’s way, Deron mi 
Pr 3.12 asa father the son hed in 2Co 1:22 put his Spint in our hearts as ad. 
12:22 but he din men who are truthful ‘5: Sand has given us the Spin as ad. 
23.24 he who has a wise sond in him Eph I:14 who isad guaranteeing our 
2Ti 1:14 Guard the good.dthat was,” 
DELILAH* . 
DEPRAVED (DEPRAVITY) 


Woman who betrayed Samson (Jdg 16:4-22). 

DELIVER (DELIVERANCE DELIVERED yp 2.18 foultn extent :. 

a 4 ! 215 fault in ‘generation, 
DELIVERER DELIVERS) ee y 


Ps 72:12 Forhe will d the needy whocry out.  DEPRAVITY (DEPRAVED) 

79. 9 dusand forgive our sins. Ro 1:29 of wickedness, evil, greed and d. 
Mt 6:13 butd us from the evil one ew 
2Co 1:10 hope that he will continue todus, - DEPRIVE 

g Dt 24:17 Donotd the alien or the fathertess: 

DELIVERANCE (DELIVER) Pr 18. $ ortod'the innocent of justice 
Py 3. 8 Fromthe Lorn comes d- Isa 10: 2 tod the pone at aaa 1" 

32: 7 and surround me with songs of d. 29:21 with false ‘the innocent 


33.17 A horse is a vain hope ford: 1Co 7 $ Donotdeach 


DESPISE 


DESPISE (DESPISED DESPISES) 
Joh 42 6 Therefore 1d myself 
Pr LT but fouls of wiidlo and discipline 
311 dosotd the Leno's discipline 
23-22 do notd your mother 
LA 16-13 devoted to the one and d the other, 
Tit 2:18 Donot let anyone d you, 


DESPISED (DESPISE) 
Ge 284 So Esau dis birthright 


tsa S$) ) He was and rejected by men, 
1Co 1-28 of this world and the d things— 


DESPISES (DESPISE) 


Pr 1 He who d bis neighbor sins, 
0 but a foolish man d his mother 
15.32 who ignores discipline d himself, 
Zee 4.10 Who d the day of smal things? 


DESTINED (DESTINY) 

Lie 234 "This child is d to cayse the falling 
DESTINY (DESTINED PREDESTINED) 
Ps 73:17 then Lunderstood their flaal d 


Eco 7 2 fordeath is the dof every man, 
DESTITUTE 
Pr 318 forthe rights of all who are d. 


Heb 11.37 d, persecuted and mistreated— 


DESTROY (DESTROYED DESTROYS 
DESTRUCTION) 

Pr 1.32 complacency of fools will d them, 
Mt 10.28 of the One who can d both soul 


DESTROYED (DESTROY) 
Job. 19.26 And after my skin has been a, 
Isa S$.1) which will oot bed 
Io 81 forwhom Christ died, isd 

15.26 The last enemy tw bed ts death, 
Co 5b ifthe earthly tent we live in is, 
Heb 10:49 of those who shrink back and are d. 
Pe 310 the elements will be d by fire, 


DESTROYS (DESTROY) 

Pr 6.32 whoever does so d himself. 
11. 9 mouth the godless d his neighbor, 
18 9 is brother to one who d. 
28:24 he is partner to him who d. 

Fev 9:18 but one sinnerd much good. 

1Co 3.17 Ifanyoned God's temple, 


DESTRUCTION (DESTROY) 


Pr 16:18 Pride goes before d, 
Hos [1:14 Where, O grave, ts yourd? 
Mt 7-13 broad is the rod thatleads to d, 


Gal 6 8 from that nature will reap d, 
27h 1. 9 punished with everlasting d 
IT) 6 9 that plunge men into ruin and d. 
2Pe 2. | bringing swift don themselves. 


1.16 other Scriptures, to their own d. 


DETERMINED (DETERMINES) 

Job 14 5 Man's days are d, 

Isa 14:26 Thisis the plan d for the whole 

Da 11-36 for what has been d must take place 
A 17.26 and he d the umes set for them 


DETERMINES* (DETERMINED) 
PL 147 4 Hed the number of the stars 


Pr 16 9 but the Loup d his stops. 
them to each one, justasihe d, 


DETESTABLE (DETESTS) 
. The sacrifice of the wicked 


KO even hus prayers are d 
Your meense is dto me 
» os of xn God's sight 


d, disebediem 


DETESTS (DE TESTABLE) 
sx» your God d any cme wiv 
4 the Lown your Gad d thern broth 
16 Lonp your Godd anyane who 
2 The Lamo o Iyang lips 
& The Lown d the sacrifice 
Thee Leones d the way 


a] 


Pr 15.26 The Lomp the 


ay comes and takes aw) 
Eph 427 and donot ve the da foothold 
2.26 and escape fror the trap ofthe d, 
Jas 4-7 Resist the d and he will flee 
Te 5S: ® Yourenerny the d 


prow! 
Un 3. 8 whodoes whats sinful of the d, 
Rey 12. 9 thatancient serpent called the a 
DEVIL'S* (DEVIL) 

Eph 6:11 stand against the d schemes. 


VE) 3. 7 nto disyrive and into the d trap, 
Un 3) 8 wastodestoy the d wore, 


DEVOTE (DEVOTED DEVOTING 
DEVOTION DEVOUT) 

Job 1113 “¥etif youd: itn 
Jer 02 forwbetae obo ell etl 
Col 4) 2 D yourselves io prayer, being 
JT 4.13 dyourvelf to the public reading 
‘Ti 3} 8 may be careful tod themselves: 
DEVOTED (DEVOTE) 

Ear 7/10 Bor Bara had d himself to the study 
Ac 2:42 They dihemmelves 

Ro 12:10 Bed toane another 

1Co_ 7M Her aim is to be d to the Lond 


DEVOTING (DEVOTE) 
ITr 5:10 dherself to all kinds of good deeds. 


DEVOTION (DEVOTE) 

1Ch 28, 9 and serve hin with wholeheurted d 
Eze 33:31 With their mouths they sd, 
1Co 7:38 way in undivided d to the. , 
2Co 11 ¥ from your sincere and pure d 
DEVOUR 

2Sa 2:26 Must the sword d forever? 

Mk 12:40 They d widows" houses: 

IPe 5: 8 tion looking for someone to d, 


DEVOUT (DEVOTE) 
Lk 225 Simeon, who was righteous and d- 


DIE (DEAD DEATH DIED DIES) 
Ge 2:17 when you eat of t you will surely d 
Ex 1 3 Fer nin apd 
Ru 1/17 Where youd I will d, and there | 
2Ki 14: 6 each is tod for his own sins.”* 
$5.23 He will d for lack of discipline, 
10:21 but fools d for luck of judgment. 
15-10 he who hates correction will d 
23.1 with the rod, he will not 
Fee 3; 2 atime to be bor andl atime tod, 
{sa 66.24 their worm will not d, noe will their 
Fize 3.18 that wicked man will d far his sin, 
18. 4 soul who sing is the one who will d, 
33. K ‘O.wicked man, you will surely d, 
Mi 2682 **for all who draw the sword will 
Jn 11-26 and bellows ine wil nave 
Ro 7 Very rarely will anyone 
14 band wed we d to the Lord. 
1Co 15:22 in Adam all d, so i Christ all will 
15.31 Idevery day—J mean that, 
1.21 to live ts Christ and to d is gain 
Heb 9-27 Just as man is destined tod once, 
Rev 14:13 Blessed are the dead who 


DIED (DIE) 

Ro) 6 we were still powerless, Chnistd 
6 2 By no means! Wed w sin; 
6 8 if wed withChnat, we believe that 
14.15 brother for whom Chevst d 

1Co B11 for whom Chnutd, destroyed 
15 0 thal Chnst d for oursins according 

Co 5.14 dor all. and teortone 

Col}. 3 Fer youd, and your life es 

1Th Bio Hea for us wo that, whether we ane 


Pr 31°25: Ste tothe with rong ma 
a) * 
Pr 26/27 et pi re wilt Fall otc, 
DILIGENCE (DILIGENT) 
Web 6:11 wo show this samme do the vary end. 
DILIGENT (DILIGENCE) - 

of the d bead to profit 


Pons 
NTE 4018 Bed an these matters: ove yourselt 


Poi9: 15 D mein the 

119433 Diny Lanphate, O 
Jet 10:29 0 16 not fow man to d his sbeps, 
Th). 5 May the Lond d your beans 


DIRECTS (DIRECT) 7 
Po az ay Lem 
ta aT po you im the way 
DIRGE te De 
Mt tT wesungad 
E ~ “ 
Mr Fede areata erry 
Lk 16:17 earth to d than for the beast stroke 
DISAPPOINT® (DISAPPOINTED) 
Ro. S And hope does not d 6s, 


La 
, a 


smn 


Ps ST. t wings until theo has passed. 
Pr 3:25 Have no fear of sudden 

17. $ overd'will nat go unpemsbed 
Ise 4h 71 and create J. 
fre 7 S An ‘coming 
DISCERN (DISCERNING 
DISCERNMENT) 


a age Mable 
139% 3 Youd my going. 
Php ‘10 oaremeed eka, 
DISCERNING (DISCERN) 4 
Pr 14: 6 knowledge comes: wo the d 
1S 14 The d heart seeks 7 
17:24 Adman keeps wisdom in view, 
17 28 and dif he holds his tongue. 
19:25 rebuke ad snan, and be will pater 


DISCERNMENT (DISCERN) 


Pr 17:10 A rebuke impresses mnamat d 
2811 a poor man who hasd sees 


DISCIPLE (DISCIPLES) * 


Mt 10:42 these litle ones because be a my 
La 14:27 and folhow me cannot be ey a 


Jn 1.31 tomy teaching, pesaseveally my d 


that 
ac {ie Teed wee ald Co 


BR SS bl oedeee your 


fT det totidequse wade and d 
EA) dom dogma the Loans a 
SA2 Yoo watt ay, “How Deed d 
S23 He well dhe Ree beck of 2 
S23 and te coer of 


3 Deo nce withok! ¢ from achiht: 
1) Dyce we, and be wall you 
$ donot mabe hghtol tbe Led nd 
Be Gats we 

Nn pra Secs er the time, 
Rey 308 These whom [hove [rebate and 


(22 wear temed so that we will 
Te LS eprght boty and . 
Hic [> > For what son ioe by bes father? 


DISCIPLINES (DISCIPLINE) 
De® 5 yoorheart that asa mandhis son, 


PS 12 Ge Loandthose be loves. 

Hed 2 5 Secase the Lond d those he loves, 
12 10 dec God dus forcer good, 

DISCLOSED 


La S17 ts nothing haddlen that will act bed 


DISCOURAGED 

dos 9 Do not be semified: do sot bed 
25 “Do act be afrand: do noe bed. 

© ord. forthe Loan God, 

¢ be will noe faherorbed 

| chuéren, or they will become ¢. 


May the Lor give youd 
know ledge and dto the young— 

D will protect you, 

‘cum you may mamtain d 

possess knowledge and é 
peastful woman who shows nod. 


DISCRIMINATED* 
Ja 2 4 have younced among yourselves 
DISFIGURED 
isa S214 his appearance was sod 
DISGRACE (DISGRACEFUL 
DISGRACES) 
= When pride comes. then comes d, 
rY sim is 2 to any people 
9-26 is 2 son who brings shame and d. 
$41 of suffering d for the Name. 
the camp. bearing the d he bore. 
DISGRACEFUL (DISGRACE) 
Pr 10 S dering harvests ad son. 

17 2 wise servant will rule over 2d son, 


DEISGRACES (DISGRACE) 


7 off giotons d his father. 
29:15 but a child left w itself d his mother 


DISHONEST 

Pr I1-_| The Lop abhors d scales, 
29-27 The righteous detest the d: 

Lie 16.10 shoeveris d with very lite will 

ITi 3 & wine, and not pursuing d gain. 


2Co 12.20 slander, gossip, an 
das 316 thee you Rnd fand 
DISOWN a a 
Pr 30: 9 Imay have too much, i 
Mt 1033 twildtumbetore my Pato 

26:35 to de with you, 1 wil aevetd you," 
IT 212 Mwedhim, : 
DISPLAY (DISPLAYS) 
Eze 39:21 Lwilld my glory among the 
im Tii6 Cts deneegaranas limit 
DISPLAYS (DISPLAY) 
Isa 44:23 hedhis glory in Israel. 
DISPUTE (DISPUTES) "Ss 
Pr_ 17:14 before ad breaks out, 
1Co_ 6 | Many of you has ad with: 
DISPUTES (DISPUTE) ~ 
Pr 18:18 Casting the lot settles d_ 
DISQUALIFIED 
1Co_ 9:27 I myself will not be d for the prize. 
DISREPUTE* 
2Pe 2. 2 will bring the way of truth into d. 
DISSENSION* 
Pr 6:14 he always stirs upd_ 

6:19 and a man who stirs upd 


10:12 Hatred stirs upd, 
15:18 A bot-tempered man stirs up d, 


.T 
3 


29:22 An angry man stirs upd. 3 
Ro 13:13 debauchery, not in d and jealousy. 
DISSIPATION® 
Lk 21:34 will be weighed down with d, 
IPe 4: 4 with them into the same flood of d, 
DISTINGUISH ; 
IKi 3: 9 andtod between right and 2 
Heb 5:14 themselves tod good fromevil = 
DISTORT 
2Co 4: 2 nordo wed the word of God. 
2Pe 3:16 ignorant and unstable people d, 


DISTRESS (DISTRESSED) 

Ps 18: 6 Inmy di called to the Lorp; ‘ 
Jnh 2: 2 “Inmyd| called to the LorD, 
Jas 1:27 after orphans and widows in theird 


DRESS 


9 Lalso want women tod modestly, 


NK (DRUNK DRUNKARDS: 
‘NKENNESS) 


S15 D water from your own cistern, 
1219 Take life easy; eat, d and be merry 
Jn 7-37 lethimcome to me and d, 
1Co 12:13 were all given the one Spirited, 
Rev 21. 6 tod without cost from the spring 


DRIVES 
Jn 418 Butpertect love d out fear, 
prop 


Py 17:14 sod the matter before a dispute 
Isa 40:15 Surely the nattons are like ad 


DRUNK (DRINK) 
Eph 5/18 Do not getd on wine, which leads 


DRUNKARDS (DRINK) 


ty 
1Co 


Pr 
Lk 


23:21 for and ghuttons become poor, 
6:10 nor the greedy nor d nor slanderers 


DRUNKENNESS (DRINK) 


Lk 21/34 weighed down with dissipation, d 
Ro 13:13 and, novin sexual immorality 
Gal 5:21 factions and envy; d, orgies, 

IPe 4) 3 living in debauchery, lust, d, orgies, 
DRY 

Isa $3: 2 and like a root out of d ground 
Eze 37. 4 ‘Dbones, hear the word 

DUST 

Ge 2 7 man from the d of the ground 

Ps 10). 14 he remembers that we are d. 

Eee 3:20 allcome from d, and to d alt return 
DUTY 

Ece 12:13 forthisis the whole d of man. 

Ac 23: | [have fulfilled my dt God 


3 husband should fulfill his marital d 


DWELL (DWELLING) 


1Ki 8.27 “But witl God really don earth? 

Ps 23. 6 I willdin the house of the Lonp 

Isa 43:18 do notd on the past. 

Eph 317 so that Christ may din your hearts 

Col 1:19 to have all his fullness din him, 
3.16 the wordof Chnst d in you richly 


DWELLING (DWELL) 
Eph 2.22 to become ad in which God lives 


EAGER 

Pr 31:13 and works with e hands 

1Pe 5. 2 greedy for money, but ¢ to serve; 
EAGLE'S (EAGLES) 

Ps 103° your youth is renewed like the ¢. 


EAGLES (EAGLE'S) 
Isa 40:31 They will soar on wings like e, 


EAR (EARS) 


2: 9 noehas heard, 
12:16 ifthe e should say, “Because lam 


EARNED 
Pr 31-31 Give her the reward she hase, 


EARS (EAR) 

42; 5 Mye had heard of you 

34.15 and his e are attentive totheir cry; 
21:13 Lf aman shuts his e to the cry 

4. 3 to say what their itching e want 


EARTH (EARTHLY) 

Ge 1 | God created the heavens and the ¢ 

Ps 24. | eisthe Lorp's, andeverything 
108; 5 and let your glory be over all the e 

Isa 6 3 the whole ¢ is full of his glory.” 

5}. 6 thee will wear out like a garment 

55. 9 the heavens are higher than the e, 

66; | und the ¢ 1s my footstool 

23.24 “Do not | fill heaven and ¢?"* 


1Co 


1Co 


a 
19 ENEMIES 
* & 

Hab 2:20 letall the ebe silent Cs 
Mt | G10 deneontaskusinbesenet e sis eH os i 

46:19 bind on will be bound : ’: 

35 Heaven and ¢ will pass away, ‘Mother of Jobn the Baptist, relative of Mary 
u ie aad one bas Ueenlstpac teed (kf a a! u oh 

4 on ¢ peace to men. a 

1Co 10:26 Thee isthe Lord's, and everything EMBITTER* 


Php 2:10 in heaven and on e and under the e, 
2Pe 3:13 to anew heaven and anew e, 


Col 3:21 Fathers, do note your children, 


EARTHLY (EARTH) EMPTY: - 
Php 3:19 Theirmindis one things. ‘5S: 6 no one deceive you with e words, 
Col 3 2onthings above, notonethings ‘TPE 118 from thee way of hfe handed 
EAST ENAWLE (ABLE) 
Ps 103; 12 as faras the ¢ is from the west, Tk 1:74 to e us to serve him without fear 
RASY ‘Ac 4:29 © your servants to speak your word 
Mt 11:30 For my yoke is ¢ and my burden is. aera (ABLS)). 
« you to walk with heads hel hig 
EAT EATING) has Ih "63 Glew thePaerhesehina ee 
M must not ¢ from the tree 
tm 35 1 ogee AAvaenlvl ENABLES (ABLE) 
:25 and the lion will e straw like theax, Php 3:21 by the 
Mt 26.26 "Take and ¢; this is my body,” ae acl 
Ro 14: 2 faihallows him ta verything, ENCAMPS* 
‘08:13 if what] ecauses my brother tofall Ps 34: 7 The: Lon 
10531 So whether you ordtak ac 
2Th 3:10 man will not work, he shall note," _- ENCOURAGE (ENCOURAGEMENT) 


EATING (EAT) 
Ro 14:17 kingdom of God is not a matter of e 
EDICT 
Heb 11:23 they were not afraid of the king’s e. 
EDIFIES 
1Co 14: 4 but he who prophesies ¢ the church 
EFFECT 
Isa 32:17 ¢ of righteousness wil be quietness 
Heb 9:18 put into ¢ without blood. 
EFFORT 
Lk 13:24 Make every eto enter 
Ro 9:16 depend on man's desire ore, 
14:19 make every ¢ to do what leads 

Eph 4: 3 Make every eto keep the unity 
Heb 4:11 makeevery ¢ toenter that rest, 
12:14 Make every eto live in peace 
1 5 make every ¢ to add 

3:14 make every e to be found spotless, 
ELAH 

Son of Baasha; king of Isrmel (1Ki 16:6-14). 


ELDERLY®* (ELDERS) 
Ley 19:32 show respect forthe e 


ELDERS (ELDERLY) 
ITi 5:17 Thee who direct the affairs 


ELECTION 


Ro 9:11 God’s purpose in e might stand: 
2Pe 1:10 to make your calling and esure. 


ELI 

High priest in youth of Samuel (1Sa 1-5) 
Bley Plasma (18a 1212-18), raised Samuel 
(1Sa 2:11-26). 


ELUAH 

Prophet; jicted famine in Israel (1Ki 17:1; 
Jas pir Bey ravens (IKi 17:2-6), Raised 
‘Sidonian widow's son (1Ki 17:7-24), Defeated 
prophets of Baal at Carmel (IKi 18:16-46). Ran 
from Jezebel (1Ki 19:1-9) ied death of 
Azariah (2Ki 1). Succeeded by Elishah (1Ki 19: 
19-21, 2Ki 2:1-18). Taken to heaven in whirlwind 
(2Ki 2;11-12). 

Return prophesied (Mal 4:5-6); equated with 
John the Baptist (Mt 17:9-13, Mk 9:9-13; Lk | 
17). Appeared with Moses in transfiguration of 
Jesus (Mt 17:1-8; Mk 9:1-8). 


ELISHA v5 
Prophet, successor of Elijah (1Ki 19:16-21); 
inherited his cloak (2Ki 2:1-18). Miracles of (2Ki 


2Pe 


Ps 10:17 youe them, and you listen 
Isa ‘ethe oppressed: 


‘itis encouraging, let hime; 
fore ¢ each other 


Tit 2: 6 ethe young 
Heb 3:13 Bute one another daily, as long 
10:25 but let us e one another— 


ENCOURAGEMENT (ENCOURAGE) 
‘Ac 4:36 Barnabas (which means Son of E), 
Ro 15: 4 eofthe Scriptures we might have 

15: 5 ande give you aspirit of unity 
1Co 14: 3 to men fortheir strengthening, ¢ 
Heb 12; 5 word of e that addresses you 


END 

Ps 119: 33 then will keep them to the e. 

Pr 14:12 bucinthee it leads todeath. 
19:20 and in the ¢ you will be wise. 
23:32 In the ¢ it bites like.a snake 

Ecc 12;12 making many books there is noe, 

Mt 10:22 firm to the ¢ will be saved 

Lk 21: 9 but the e will not come right away 

Ro 10: 4 Christ is the ¢ of the law. 

1Co 15:24 the e will come, when he hands 


ENDURANCE (ENDURE) 
Ro 15: 4 through e and the encouragement 
15: 5 May the God who gives ¢ 
2Co 1: 6 which produces in you patient ¢ 
Col 1:11 mightso that you may have great 
ITi 6:11 faith, love, eand gentleness 
Tit 2; 2 and soundiin faith, inlove 


ENDURE (ENDURANCE ENDURES) 


Ps 72:17 May his name e forever 
Pr 12:19 Truthful lips e forever, 
27:24 for riches do not forever. 


Ac 
Ro 12: 8 
ITh 4:18 


ce 3.14 everything God does will e forever, 
‘who can ¢ the day of his coming? 


Mal 

2Ti Etbardship with us like a good 
2 if wee, / we will aso reign 

Heb 12; 7 Ehardship as discipline; God is 


and ine, 


Rev 3:10 kept my command to ¢ patiently, 


ENDURES (ENDURE) 


Ps 112: 9 his righteousness ¢ forever, 
136: 1 His love eforever. 
Da 9:15 made for yourself a name that ¢ 


ENEMIES (ENEMY) 

Ps 23: 5 imthe presence of mye. 
Mic 7: 6 aman’seare (he met 
Mt 5:44 Love your eand pray 
{Lk 20:43 hand until | make your 


ENEMY (ENEMIES ENMITY) 

Fr 3217 Done ghourwhen youre falls: 
35:21 Uyonch heey, grebatteed 
I? Sbetane: = 

2Co 15.25 The laste w be destroyed ts death 

1Ti 314 ands give the enooppomnity 

NOY YOY) 

Dx 6 2 andsothat you muy long life. 

Epp 6. 3 andthatyoumay ¢loag hfe 

Hebd 11.2 cathertham 0. the pleasures of sin 

ENJOYMENT JOY) 

Ecc 4 S andwhy aml depriving myetfote 

IT) GIT es wich everything forcere. 

ENLIGHTENED* (LIGHT) 

Eph 118 thattheeyesof poor beartmiy bee 

Heb 6. 4 forthose whohave cave beene, 

ENMITY* (ENEMY) 

Ge 31S And wilpete 


ENOCH 
Walicd with God and taken by him (Ge-S: 

$8.24. Hed 11-5). Propet Ulade 14) = 

ENTANGLED (ENTANGLES) 1Ch 28: 7 Iwill his kingdom forever 

We 2D asdwtaguncintantovercome, Re 10: 3 Godandsoughttoetheirown, 


ENTANGLES* (ENTANGLED) x ee : 7) at 
> 12 tobeess! . 
Heb 12 § adhe sinthat socasilye, is 53 3 beeedapeer atween 


ENTER (ENTERED ENTERS ENTRANCE) ESTHER 


Peg Pepe ‘Seecss who lived in Persia: Coeela Of MeneeaE 


10:23 as for the nich toe the Kingdom mags 
ENTERED (ENTER) Ps 16:1) with e pleasures at yourright| ‘ 


Ro $.12 as sine the world through one man, 
Hed 9:12 butbe ete Mos Holy Place once NS, 9 te mode Rowe 


ENTERS (ENTER) Mt 19-16 good thing must I do to get life?” 
Mk 7:18 yousce chat nothing that ¢a men 25:41 into the ¢ fire prepared for the devil 


Js 2 The man whoe by the gate is z 


4:14 spring of water welling up toe life."” 
$5.24 believes him who sent me has e life EVIDENCE 


6:68 You have the words of e life 
Ps 45.11 Theking tseby yourhessty 10:28 I give theme life, and they shall 

7: life: that 
EXTHRONED THRONE: no Ep eens aye 


who ss ¢ between the chensbum. 6:23 but the gift of God is ¢ life 
The One ¢ x heaven laughs 2Co 4:17 for usane glory that far 


La) 
2 you. O Loan. sate forever: 4:18 temporary, but what is unseen is ¢. 
He sts ¢ above the cacie {Ti 1:16 believe on him and receive e life: 
1:17 Now to the King ¢. immortal, 
Heb 9.12 having obtuned ¢ redernption. 
Pr 1:10 Myson, if sinmerse you, Un 5:11 God has givenus life, 
ps they ¢ people who are just escapeng 5-13 you may know that you have ¢ life. 


ENTIRE ETERNALLY (ETERNAL) 
Ga $14 Theelewis sommedup Gal 1. 8 lethimbe e condemned! As we 
ENTRUSTED (TRUST) ETERNITY (ETERNAL) 
dwhathasbeen¢toyourcare Py 93> 2 you are fromalle. 
she to guard stat Ihave cto heme Ecc 3.1] alsosete in the hearts of men, 
Geant the pood deposi that was.e 

ETHIOPIAN 


; 3 once for all ¢ 10 the saints. 
Jer 13:23 Can the E change his skin 


Sode 


ENVY 


Pr 3-3] Donotea violent man EUNUCHS 
4:30 bate 500s the bones Mi 19:12 Forsomeareebecauetheywere Hab 1:13 
Co 13 4 Iedoes note. it does not boast SAS He cantes bi 
EVANGELIST (EVANGELISTS) 
EPHRAIM 2Ti 4: 5 hardship. do the work of ane. 


Second of k b « 41-52, 46 
sp a ati )  EVANGELISTS® (EVANGELIST) 


firstborn by Jacob (Ge 45) 


Blewsec 
1S Northern Kingdom (Iia7 Eph 4:11 some to be prophets, some to bee, 
7. Hos 5 
EVE 
EQUAL 2Co 1. 3 2s £ was deceived by the serpent’s 


isa 40-25 whous my” says the Holy Ope IT) 2:13 For Adam was formed first, thea E 


PRACT 


1 LENO tig 
th 610 all the 
Wn $a) Amnalen 
IN wites 


ve be infants 
ye arena of Ne ete 
Kind ole 


Hiey tem NAL ald Mindy ate 

2122) Hew he # desires of yunith, 

Jas 11 x Chl cannot tne tenipted bye 

We 216 your freedom axa covenup fore 
19 De not repay e wath or innate 


EXACT 


Heb 1 the e representation af his belagy 


WXALT (EXALTED BXALTS) 
hy 1 T bwilleyou, O Lon, 
4 totuse his name together 
T1828 yout ary my Glad anv! Lille you 
Isa 41S e the name of the Lown, the God 


BXALTED (EXALT) 

28a 22.47 f be Goel, the Rock iny Savior! 

Ch 29-1} you are ¢ as head ower all 

Ne 9 Sand may it be eubove all blessing 

STL Bee, O Lord, in your strengtty: 
46 10 Lwill bee among the nation 
S75 Bee, O God, above the heavens, 
979 you are e Tar abowe all goats 
9% 2 he ise over all the nations 


108 5S Nee O Guat, above the heavens, 
148: 1) (or his name alone is ¢ 
ha 6 Le, and the train of his robe filled 
12 4 and peoetaten that is name ise 
‘45 The Lono ise, forhe dwells 
bse 21-26 The lowly will be e and the € will be 
MoH 12 whoever humbles tuimself will be e 
Php 120 always Christ will bee in my body 
9 Therefore God ¢ him. 
EXALTS (EXALT) 


PS 787 He beings one down, he « another 
Pr 14.34 Righteousnesse anation, 
Mt 23:12 Forwhoever ¢ himself will be 


EXAMINE (EXAMINED) 


PS 26) 2 e my heart and my mind; 

Jer 17/10 and e the mind. 

La 340 Letuse our was and test them, 
1Co 1128 Aman ought io ¢ himself 

2Co 1s 5 £ yourselves to see whether you 
EXAMINED (EXAMINE) 

Ac 17-11 ethe Scriptures every day to see 


EXAMPLE (EXAMPLES) 


Jn 13:18 have set you an e that you shoukl 
ICo 111 Follow my ¢, as follow 

IT: 4-12 setar + forthe believers in speech, 
Tit 2. ? Ineverything set theman e 

1Pe 2.21 leaving you ane, that you should 


EXAMPLES* (EXAMPLE) 
1Co 10: 6 Now these things occurred as¢ 


10-11 as eand were written down 
IPe 5. 3 toyou, but being eto the flock 


EXASPERATE* 

Eph 6. 4 Fathers, do not e your children; 
EXCEL (EXCELLENT) 

1Co 14.12 we in gifts that build up the church 
2Co 8: 7 Butjustas youe in everything— 
EXCELLENT (EXCEL) 

1Co 12:31 naw | will show you the most e way 
Php 4. 8 if anything 1s e of praiseworthy — 


ITi 3.13 have served well gain an e standing 
Tit 3. 8 These things are ¢ and'profitable 


EXCHANGED 


Ro | 23 ethe glory of the immortal God 
| 2S They e the truth of God for alte, 
E (EXCUSES) 
Jn 15:22 they have noe fortheirsin. 
Ro 1.20 so that men are withoute 


EXCUSES* (EXCUSE) 
Lk 14:18 “But they all alike began to make 


WNINTS 
Heb 210 aaa throat when 
HW GAShimimt aleve nore ee 
EXPROT (EXPECTATION) 
Mi Mol atin hour when youde nate hit, 


EXPROTATION (EXPECT) 

g 

I 104) tod atl on 
PAPEL 

1O0 ST the wicked man from among you 
EXPENSIVE, 

ITE 2 9 OF gold oF pearls ore clothes, 
BXPLOLT 


Wy 22.22 Do note the because: 
won 17 Dil le you through any ue 


EXPOSE 


ICo 4. 5 wille the motives of men's hearts 
Fiph S.11 of darkness, but rather @ them, 


EXTENDS: 


Vr 41.20 and ¢ her hands to the needy 
Lk 150 His merey ete those who fear him, 
EXTINGUISHED: 
28a. 21-17 the lamp of Israe] will not be e."* 
EXTOL® 
Job 36.24 Remember 10 ¢ his work, 
Px 34) I Lwillethe Lonpatall times, 
68, 4 ehim who ndes on the elouds—= 
95: 2 and e hun with music and song. 
109: 30 mouth f will greatly ¢ the Lown: 
11 Twillethe Lonb with all my heart 
115: 18 itas we who e the Loup, 
117, 1 ehim, all you peoples 
145: 2 and yourname for ever and ever. 
145, 10 your saints will ¢ you 
147, 12 Ethe Lonp, 0 Jerusalem; 
EXTORT* 
Lk 3:14 “Don'te money and don’t accuse 
EYE (EYES) 
Ex 21:24 you are to take life for life, e fore, 
Ps 94. 9 Does he who formed the ¢ not see? 
Mi 5.20 If your night ¢causes youto sin, 
5.38 “E fore, and tooth for tooth * 
7. 3 of sawdust in your brother's € 
ICo 2 9 Noe has seen, 
Col 3.22 not only when their ¢ is on you 
Rey |. 7 and every ¢ will see him, 


EYES (EYE) 
Nu 33.55 remain will become barbs in youre 
Jos 23:13 on yourbacks and thoms in your e, 
2Ch 16: 9 For the ¢of the Loap range 
Job 31. 1 ““Imade d covenant with mye 
36: 7 He does not take his ¢ 
Ps 119: 18 Open my ethat | may see 
121) 1 Lhftup my eto the hills— 
141 8 Butmy are fixed on you, 
Pr 3._7 Donotbe wise in your own; 
4.25 Let youre look straight ahead, 
15. 3 Thee of the Lor are everywhere 
Isa 6 5 and mye have seen the King, 
1:13 Youre are too pure to look on evil; 
Jn 4.35 open youre and look at the fields! 
2Co 4.18 So we fix our e not on what ts seen, 
Heb 12: 2 Let us fix oure on Jesus, the author 
Jas 2: 5 poorin the ¢ of the world to be nich 
Pe 3:12 For the ¢ of the Lord are 


Rey 7.17 wipe away every tear from their ¢."* 


21. 4 He will wipe every tear from their ¢ 
EZEKIEL 


FACES (FACE) a 


We $: 4 of glory that will never/sway, 


(cr 20 WCE oar 
Ch 28:20 He will L] 
ne 7A fo! Hot, papi 

28 m Apr bai taba if 


FAILING FAL) 

WSa 12:23 ‘sin against the Loan by /10 pray 
FAILINGS (FAIL) 

Ro 15: | ought to bear with the fof the weak: 


FAILS (FAIL) 

1Co 13: 8 Lovorneven fim 

FAINT ; 

Isa 40:31 they will walk and not bey. 
FAIR 


Pr {$n whi tad tan 
Col 4: | slaves with what is 


FAITH (FAITHFUL peers 

FAITHFULNESS FAITHLESS) 

2Ch 20:20 Have /in the Lox your God 

Hab 2: 4 but the righteous will live by his f— 

Mt 9:29 According to yourf wall it be done 
17.20 if you have fas small as amustard 
24:10 many will tum away from the f 

Mk 11:22 ““Have/in God," Jesus answered. 

Lk 7-9 Thave not found such great / 
42:28 Trilhe chabagon Hpeiee See 
17: $ “Increase our, 
18 8 wile inden the san a 

‘Ac 14: 9 saw that he had fto be healed 
14.27 fecn dl eae 

Ro 1.12 encouraged sf 

a 17 is by f from first to last. 


14:23 that does not come from fis sin. 


Priest called to be prophet to the exiles (Eze 1Co 13: 2 and if [have a/thatcan move 


1-3). 
EZRA 


Priest and teacher of the Law who led a retum 


13:13 And now these three remain: f, 

16:13 stand firm in the f; be men 
2Co_ 5: 7 Welive byf, not by sight 

13: 5 tose whether you are in the f: 


of exiles to Israel to reestablish temple and wor- Gal 2:16 Jesus that we may be justified by / 


a9Y 
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17 6 You will be the fof many nations. 


-) 
: 


‘dey 


FEARS 


Dt 10:12 but tof the Loup your God, 
31.12 and lear to fthe Lonp your God 
Ps 19. 9 The fof the Lops pure, 
23 4 Lwiilfnoevil, 
27. 1 whom shall Lf? 
91-5 You will not/ the terror of night, 
11}; 10 fof the Lop is the beginning 
Pr 8:13 To/the Lorp is to hate evil: 
9:10 fof the Lop is the beginning 
10:27 The fof the Loxp adds length 
14:27 The fof the Lon is # fountain 
15:33 fof the Lop teaches aman 
16, 6 through the fof the Lor a man 
19:23 The fof the Lorp leads to life 
29:25 F of man will prove to be a snare, 
Isa 11 3 delight in the of the Loxo. 
41-10 So do not/, foram with you; 
Lk 12: 5 Lwill show you whom you should /- 
Php 2:12 to work out your salvation with f 
Un 4.18 But perfect love drives out, 


FEARS (FEAR) 

Job 1. 8 aman whofGod and shuns evil. * 
Ps 34: 4 he delivered me from all my/. 

Pr 31:30 a woman who/ the Lor is 

Un 4:18 The one who fis not made perfect 


FEED 

Jn 21-15 Jesus said, ““F my lambs, "* 
21.17 Jesus said, °“F my sheep. 

Ro 12:20 “If your enemy is hungry, ftuim; 

Jude 12 shepherds who fonly themselves 


FEET (FOOT) 
Ps 8) 6 you puteverything under his / 
22:16 have pierced my hands and my /, 
40, 2 he set my fon a rock 
110: | a footstool for your f. 
119;105 Your word is a lamp to my f 
Ro 10:15 “How beautiful are the f 
1Co 12.21 And the head cannot say wo the f 
15:25 has put all his enemies under his f 
Heb 12:13 “Make level paths for your, 


FELLOWSHIP 
2Co 6:14 what fcan light bave with darkness 
13.14 and the fof the Holy Spirit be 
Php 3:10 the fof sharing in his sufferings, 
Un | 6 claim to have f with him yet walk 
|. 7 we have f with one another 


FEMALE 


Ge 1:27 male and fhe created them 
Gal 3:28 f for you are all one in Christ Jesus 


FERVOR 
Ro 12:11 butkeep your spiritual f, serving 


FIELD (FIELDS) 

Mi 6,28 See how the lilies of the f grow 
13.38 fis the world, and the good seed 

1Co 3. 9 you are God's, God's building 


FIELDS (FIELD) 


Lk 2: 8 were shepherds living out in the f 
Jn 4:35 open your eyes and look at the f* 


FIG (FIGS) 
Ge 3, 7 so they sewed fleaves together 


FIGHT (FOUGHT) 
Ex 14:14 The Lorp will ffor you; you need 
Dt 1:30 going before you, will ffor you, 
3:22 the Lor your God himself will f 
Ne 4:20 OurGod will f for us!" 
Ps 35: | fagainst those who fagainst me. 
Jn 18:36 my servants would f 
1Co 9:26 Ido not/like a man beating the air 
2Co 10: 4 The weapons we f 
1Ti 1:18 them you may f the good/, 
6:12 Fight the good fof the faith. 
2Ti 4: 7 fought the good f- I have finished 


FIGS (FIG) 
Lk 6:44 People do not pick f 


increase 
Ps 16:11 you will fme with joy ) 


Pr 28:19 who chases fantasies will have his, 
Hag 2: 7 and wll this house wit pry 
Jn 6:26 you ate the loaves and had your f. 
Ac 2:28 you will me with joy 

Ro 15:13 the God of hope f you with all joy 
FILLED (FILL) 


Ps 72:19 may the whole earth bef 
119: 64 The earth is fwith 


FILLS (FILL) 

Pot aaa 
with : 

Eph 1:23 fullness of him: Wo} ering 

FILTHY 


Isa 64; Gall ourrighteous acts are like f rags; 
Col 3: Sand /langutge Ben Seer ee 
2Pe 2: 7 by the/lives of lawless men 
FIND (FINDS FOUND) 
Nu_ 32:23 be sure that your sin will / you cut. 
Dt _ 4:29 you will fhim if you look for him 
1Sa 23:16 and helped him strength in God. 
Ps 36: 7 frefuge inthe shadow 
91:_4 under his wings you will frefuge; 
Pr 14:22 those who plan what is good flove 
31:10 A wife of noble character who can f 
Jer 6:16 and you will frest for your souls, 
Mt 7:_7 seek and you will f; knock 
11:29 and you will f rest for your souls. 
16:25 loses his life for me will fit. 
Lk 18: 8 will be /faith om the earth?”* 
Jn 10; 9 come in and goout. and pasture. 


FINDS (FIND) 
Ps 62: | My soul rest in God alone; 
112: 1 whof great delight 
119162 like one who great spoil. 
Pr 18:22 He whofa wife f what is good 
Mt 7: 8 he who seeks/; and to him who 
10:39 Whoever fhis life will lose it, 
Lk 12:37 whose master them watching 
15: 4 goafter the lost sheep until he fit? 


FINISH (FINISHED) 

Jn 4:34 him who sent me and tofhis work 
5:36 that the Father has given me tof, 

Ac 20:24 if only I may fthe race 

2Co 8.11 Now fthe work, so that your eager 

Jas 1: 4 Perseverance must/its work 


FINISHED (FINISH) 
Ge 2: 2 seventh day God had f the work he 
Jn 19:30 the drink, Jesus said, “Itis/."" 
2Ti 4: 7 Lhavefthe race, | have kept 


FIRE 

Ex 13:21 inapillar of fto give them light, 

Lev 6:12 fon the altar must be kept burning; 

Isa 30:27 and his tongue is @ consuming. 

Jer 23:29 my word like f,"" declares 

Mt — 3:11 you with the Holy Spirit and with f. 
5:22 will be in danger of the fof hell 
25:41 into the eternal f prepared 

Mk 9:43 where the finever goes out. 

Ac 2; 3 tobe tongues of f that separated 

3:13 [twill be revealed with /, 

ITh 5:19 Do not put out the Spirit's f; 

Heb 12:29 for our’*God isa 
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FASOSS SENT 


i 


7:_5 fuake the plank out a4 
20:27 wants to be f must be your slave— 
22:38 This is the f and greatest 


ain: 4 
Rev 1:17 Lam the F and the Last. 
2 4 Youhave ‘yourflove, 
FIRSTBORN (BEAR) 
Ex 11; SEveryfsoninEgyptwilldie, 
FIRSTFRUITS : ‘ 
Ex 23:19 “Bring the best of hefol ‘your soil — 
Mk 1:17 “and will make you fof men," 


FITTING* 

Ps 33: 1 itisffor the to praise him, 
147, Lhow. 1f to praise him! 
Pr 10:32 of the know whatisf, 


Col 3:18 to your husbands, as isfin the Lord 

Heb 2:10 sons to glory, it wasfthat God, 

FIX 

Dt 11:18 F these words of mine 

Pr 4:25 fyour gare directly before you. 

2€o 4/18 wefoureyes not on what is seen, 

Heb 3: | heavenly calling, f your thoughts 
12: 2 Letusfoureyes on Jesus, 

FLAME (FLAMES FLAMING) 

2Ti 1: 6 youto fan into f the gift of God, 


FLAMES (FLAME) 

1Co 3:15 only as one escaping through the f. 
13: 3 and surrender my ody to the f, 

FLAMING (FLAME) 

Eph 6:16 youcanextinguish all the f arrows 


FLASH 
1Co 15:52 ina/, inthe twinkling of aneye, 


PLATTER | 


PUATTRR (ELATTRRING FLATTERY) 


do 
Jute 


82.21 oe WALL any avin, 
10 Fodhens Tor ther awn advantage, 


PLATERRING (PLATTIBR) 


® 
v 


12 2 dhoiey fips speak wath deception, 
12 1 Naya anneutan tot 
2828 andl ayimouth works rin 


PUATIRRY (PLATIRR) 


Re 
nh) 


16 E8 pant fthey deceive the minds 
2S You keow we newer axed /, 


PLAWLESS* 


38a 
ob 
nw 


wv 
ss 
FUE 


22.01 the Wontafthe LORD Is. 

11 4 You say to Goel, “My beliefs aes 
12.6 And the wonts of the LORD are f, 
18-10 the wordt of the LORD Iy/ 

WS “Every wont of Gon iif 

S 2 my dove, my fone, 


K 


IN LIS. F Where ean Lf from your presence? 


1Co 
in 
Pall 
Jas 
FLEI 
& 
& 
PLE 
Ge 
Job 
Ere 


Mk 
Jn 


ICo 
Eph 


8:18 P from sexual immorality, 

10-14 any dear frends. from idolatry 
O11 Buryou. man of God, from all this: 
2:22 F the evil desires of youth, 

47 Resist the devil, and he will 


TING 
89.47 Remember how fis my tife 
31.30 Cham is deceptive, and beauty if 
SH 
2:24 ant fofmy fi 
22 and they will become one / 
19.26 yet in my /1 will see God: 
1119 of stone and give them a heart of f 
36°26 of stone and give you a heart off, 
10: § and the two will become one f. 
1.14 The Word became fand made his 
©:S1 This bread as my /, which I will give 
16 The wo will become one f"* 
5:31 and the two will become one f,"" 
© 12 Forour struggle is not against 


FLOCK (FLOCKS) 


ta 


IPe 


40:11 He tends his flike a shepherd: 
34. 2 not shepherds take care of the /? 
11.17 who deserts the f? 
2631 the sheep of the / will be scattered.” 
20-28 all the fof which the Holy Spirit 

3. 2 Be shepherds of God's that is 


FLOCKS (FLOCK) 


Lk 


2 8 keeping watch over their fat night 


FLOG 


Ac 


22.25 tofa Roman citizen who hasn't 


FLOODGATES 


Mal 
FLO! 
Ps 
FLO 
Nu 
Jn 
FLO 
Is 
FLO 
Ex 
FOL 
Pr 


FOL 


3.10 see if | will not throw open the f 


)URISHING 
52. 8 fin the house of God; 


W (FLOWING) 
13.27 and it does f with milk and honey! 
streams of living water will f 


WERS 
40: 7 The grass withers and the ffall, 
WING (FLOW) 

3. 8 aland/ with milk and honey— 
DING 

6:10 a little f of the hands to rest-— 


LOW (FOLLOWING FOLLOWS) 
23. 2 Do not/the crowd in doing wrong 


¥ 18 4 and be careful to my decrees 


5: | Leam them and be sure tof them, 
23:_6 Surely goodness and love will fme 
16:24 and take up his cross and fme. 

10: 4 his sheep f tum because they know 
14. 1 F the way of love and eagerly 
14 4 They fthe Lamb wherever he goes. 


ny & SN Bucifwo hay 
Jos 215 sisteris witho 


FOODS (FOOD) 
Mk 7:19 Jesus declared all 


FOOL (FOOLISH, 


a according to 
28:26 He who trusts in himself is: 
Me $22 Tarawa une ‘ 


FOOLISH (FOOL) 


FOOLISHNESS (FOOL) 
Ico ‘of the cross isto those who are 
ForthefofGodiswiser 

2:14 for they arefto him, and he cannot 
3:19 of this world is/in God's sight. 

FOOLS (FOOL) a 

Pr l4: 9 Fmock at making amends for sin, 

1Co_ 4:10 Weare/tor Christ, but youare 

FOOT (FEET FOOTHOLD) 

Jos 1: 3 every place where you set your, 


Isa: 6 Fromthe sole of yourfto the top 
1Co 12:15 Ifthe/should say, “Because Tam 


FOOTHOLD (FOOT) 
Eph 4:27 and donot give the devilaf. 


FORBEARANCE* 
Ro 3:25 because in his/he had left the sins 


FORBID 
1Co 14:39 and do notfspeaking in tongues, 


FOREFATHERS (FATHER) 
Heb 1: 1 spoke to our through the prophets 


FOREKNEW® (KNOW) 
Ro 8:29 For those God fhe 
11: 2 notrejecthis people, whomhef « 


FOREVER (EVER) 
1Ch 16:15 He remembers his covenant, 
16:34 his love endures f, 
Ps 9: 7 The Lorbreignsf; " 


86:12 Twill glorify your name f. 

92: 8 Butyou, O Lorp, are exalted f. 

110: 4 “*Youare a priest f, 

119:111 Your statutes are my heritage /, 
Jn 6:51 eats of this bread, he will lives, 

14:16 Counselor to be with you f— 
1Co 9:25 itto get a crown that will last /. 
1Th 4:17 And so we will be with the Lord /. 


FOXES 


2h 249 Go's sunds 
FOXES J 

Mt 8.20 “F have holes and bifds 
FRAGRANCE 

2Co 2:16 of death; to the other, the f of life. 


FREE (FREED FREEDOM FREELY) 

Ps 146.7 The Loko sets prisoners f 

Jn 832 and the truth will setyou, 

Ro 618 You have been set/from sin 

Gal 328 slave norf. male nor female, 

IPe 2.16 /men, but do not use your freedom 


FREED (FREE) 
Rey |. S has fus from our sins by his blood, 


FREEDOM (FREE) 
Ro 8:21 into the glorious fof the children 
2Co_ 3.17 the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
Gal 5-13 Butdonot use youryto indulge 
IPe 2:16 butdo not use yourfas acover-up 
FREELY (FREE) 
(sa 55-7 andto our God, forhe will fpardon 
Mi 10: 8 Freely you have received, fgive 
Ro 4:24 and are justified f by his grace 
Eph |) 6 which he has /given us 
FRIEND (FRIENDS) 
Ex 3311 asa man speaks with his/- 
Pr 17:17 Aflovesatall times, 

18:24 there 1s af who sticks closer 

27 6 Wounds from afcan be trusted, 

27:10 Do not forsake your fund the f 
Jas 4. 4 Anyone who chooses to be af 


FRIENDS (FRIEND) 

Pr 16.28 anda gossip separates close f- 
Zec 13: 6 given at the house of my f 

Jn 15:13 that he lay down his life for his f 
FRUIT (FRUITFUL) 

Ps 1. J which yields its fin season 


Pr 11.30 The fof the righteous isa tree 
Mt 7-16 By their/ you will recognize them 
Jn 15. 2 branch in me that bears noy, 


Gal 5:22 But the of the Spiritis love, joy, 
Rey 22; 2of/, yielding its fevery month 
FRUITFUL (FRUIT) 

Ge 1:22 “*Befand increase in number 

Ps 128 3 Your wife will be like af vine 

Jn 15> 2 prunes so that it will be even more/. 
FULFILL (FULFILLEV FULFILLMENT) 
Ps 116. 14 [willfmy vows to the Lorp 

Mt 5.17 come to abolish them but tof them 
1Co. 7: 3 husband should /his marital duty 
FULFILLED (FULFILL) 

Pr 13:19 A longing fis sweet to the soul, 
Mk 14:49 But the Scriptures must bef 

Ro 13; 8 loves his fellowman has fthe law 
FULFILLMENT (FULFILL) 

Ro 13:10 Therefore love is the fof the law 


Ps 127: 5 whose quiver is fofthem 

Pr 4111 Her husband has fconfidence 

Isa 6; 3 the whole earth is / of his glory, "* 
11: 9 forthe earth will bef 

Jn 10:10 may have life, and have it to the f 

Ac 6; 3 known to be/of the Spint 


FULLNESS (FILL) 
Col 1-19 tohave all his fdwell in him, 
2 9 in Christ all the fof the Deity lives 


FULLY (FILL) 
1Ki 8:61 yourhearts must be fcommitted 
2Ch 16; 9 whose hearts are fcommitted 
Ps 119: 4 that are to be fobeyed. 

119:138 they are ftrustworthy. 
1Co 15:58 Always give yourselves / 


25 

mm URE d 

37) fibre n= f 
Pr 2308 There ’ 
Ro 8:38 neler the peat er to 
GABRIEL* 4 = 
1g Aneel who iterpreted Daniel 
11-20), Jesus (Lk 1 
GAIN (GAINED) 
Ps 60:1 vietory 
Mi 8:36 Nfoeamoting te etapa 
1Co 13: 3 buthavenot love, Ig nothing, 
Php 1:21 tolive is Christ and to die 

3:8 that I may @ Christand be found 
'T) 6. 6 with contentment is great g. 
GAINED (GAIN) 
Ro S: 2 through whom we have ¢ access 
GALILEE 
Isa 9. 1 but inthe future he will honor G 
GALL 
Mi 27.34 mixed with g, but after tasting it, 
GAP 
Eze 22:30 stund before mein the g on behalf 
GARDENER 
Jn 1S: | truevine, and my Fathers the g 


GARMENT (GARMENTS) 1 
Ps 102. 26 they will all wear outlikea g 
Mr 9:16 of unshrunk cloth on an old g, 
Jn 19:23 This g was seamless, woven 


GARMENTS (GARMENT) 
Ge 3:21 The Lorp God made g of skin 
Isa 61:10 mewithgofsalvation 

63._| with his g suined crimson? 
Jn 19:24 *“They divided my g among them 
GATE (GATES) 


Mt 7:13 For wide is the gand broad is 
Jn 10; 9 Lam the g, whoever enters 


GATES (GATE) 


Ps 100: 4 Enter his'g with thanksgiving 
MI 16:18 the g of Hades will not overcome it 


GATHER (GATHERS) 

‘Zec 14; 2 will g all the nations to Jerusalem 

Mt 12:30 he who does not g with me scatters 
23:37 longed to g your children together, 


GATHERS (GATHER) 
isa 40:11 He g the lambs in his arms 
Mi 23:37 abeng her chicks under her wings, _ 


GAVE (GIVE) 


Ezr 2:69 According to their ability they ¢ 
1:21 Lor g and the Lop has taken 

Jn 3:16 so loved the world that he g his one 
8: 5 they g themselves first to the Lord 
2:20 whe Joved me and g himself for me 
ITi 2: 6 who g hirnselfas a ransom 


GAZE 
Ps 27: 4 togupon the beauty of the Lory 
Pr 4:25 fix your g directly before you. 


GENEALOGIES 
ITi 1: 4 themselves to myths and endless ¢. 


GENERATIONS 
Ps 22:30 future g will be told about the Lord 
102° 12 your renown endures through all x 
145: 13 dominion endures through all g. 
Lk 1:48 now onall g will call me blessed, 
Eph 3: 5 notmade known to men in other ¢ 


GENEROUS 
Ps 112: § Good will come to him who is § 
Pr 22: 9 Agmanwill himself be blessed, 
2Co 9: 5 Thenit will be ready as.ag gift. 
TTi 6:18 and tobe g and willing to share 


's visions (Dai: 
9:20-27); announced births of John (Lie |: bo 
26-38), 


GIFTS (GIFT) ‘ 
Ro 1129 forGot'sgad bis callar 


” 


12:3 eaten dete en _ - 
Mt eagerly desire ra 4 
14:12 excel in g that build up the church. 


GILEAD 
Jer 8:22 Isthere no balm inG? 


GIVE (GAVE GIVEN GIVER GIVES 
GIVING) 


fad 
Nu 6:26 and g you peace, 
vn fig pre sy ee 
5.7 be strong Ot eUP. 
Pr 21:26 babe igbieous g wou sparing 
23:26 My son, g me your heart 
30: 8 bute meonly my daily bread. 
31:31 G her the reward she has earned, 
42: 8 Lwill not ¢ my glory 1 another 
36:26 Iwill g you anew heart 
RG ios eae ; 
10; 8 Freely you have recet freely x. 
22:21 'G to Caesar what is Caesar's, 
Mk 8:37 Orwhat can a mang inexchange 
6:38 G, and it will be given to you 
Fatherin heaven g the Holy Spirit 
Jn 10:28 Ig them eternal life, and they shall 
13:34 "Anew Lig you: 
Ac 20:35 blessed to g than toreceive.” *" 


13: 7 Geveryone 

14:12 cach of us will g an account 
2Co 9: 7 Bachman should ¢ what he has 
Rev 14: 7 “FearGodand ¢ him glory, 


GIVEN (GIVE) 
Nu 8:16 aretobeg wholly to me, 


- 


x 
is wwawene. 7 
Mm SB antalltee mags wiltes woe 
ES ee 
tk ID syeg. Ths 

= ? ah ohut hg hum 
Re 


Pr IRIS AgiRopensthe way foethee: 
Xo & 7 teeGod hues acheertal e. 


GIVES (GIVE) 


BS 119.150 The anfokding of yoer 
Pr 14:30 A beartat peace fe tothe baad. 


Je GBS The Spent ¢ lige: the flesh counes. 
Co 1X57 He pus the wxctory 
2Co J 0 the lemer lls, bet the Span life 


GIVING (GIVE) 


Ne S. Sethe meaning so that the people 
PS 19 8 gjoynotbe bean 
Me 6 4 sothat your ¢ may bein secret. 


Xo & 7 alsoentel inthis graceofg 
GLAD (GLADNESS) . 
PS 31. 7 Lwillbbe gand rejoice in your love, 


GLADNESS (GLAD) 
Po 45°15 They are led in with joyand 
SI 8 Letme hear joy and ¢: 

100: 2 Servethe Lono with ¢; 
Jer 3113 Feil turn thew mourning into g, 


GLORIFIED (GLORY) 
Son of Man ¢ and God is ¢ in him 
those he justified, he also ¢ 

1:10 comes to be g in hss holy people 


GLORIFY (GLORY) 

Ps 34. 3 GtheLoap with me: 

Iwill ¢ your name forever 
God will ¢ the Son in himself, 
4 G your Son. that your Son may 


GLORIOUS (GLORY) 

3 All g ts the princess 

3 G and majesuc are his deeds, 

5 of the g splendor of your majesty, 

2 the Loan will be beautiful and ¢. 

$ forhe has done ¢ things. 

21 to make his law great and g 

31S from your lofty throne, holy and x 

'9:28 the Son of Man sits on his ¢ throne 

31 appeared in # splendor, talking 

20 of the great and g day of the Lord 

the Spunit be even more g? 

321 so that they will be like his g body 
4:19 tohese niches in Christ Jesus 

Ta 2:43 the g appearing of our great God 

Jude aa before his ¢ presence without fault 


GLORY (GLORIFIED GLORIFY 
GLORIOUS) 
Ex 15-11 awesome ing 
18 Mones said, “Now show me your ¢ 
Ss 421 “The g has departed from Israel” — 
Oe 16-24 Dectare his » among the nations. 
28 ascribe wo the Loan g 
wu and the g and the majesty 
P ‘ 5 and crowned him with and honor 
% | The heavens declare the g of God, 
7 that the King of ¢ may come in 
sscribe to the Lono ¢ 


Ps 45 


333 adaltnened ie of v 
8:18 withthe ¢ that will be revealed 


Heb |: 3 The Sonist eile 
you crowned him with 

“Ue 1:24 and all their ¢ is like the flow 

Rev 4:11 toreceive g and honor and 


21.23 for the g of God gives 
GLUTTONS 
‘Tit 112 always tiary, evil brutes, lazy g.°* 
GNASHING ea 
Mr x ee 
GNAT* ahh 
Mr_ 23:24 You strain outa ¢ but swallow 
GOAL r 
2Co_ 5: 9 Sowe make it our ¢ to please him, 


Gal 3. 3 toamain your ¢ by human effort? 
Php 3.14 on toward the g to win the prize 


GOAT (GOATS SCAPEGOAT) 
Is 6 the leopard will lie down with the « 


GOATS (GOAT) 
Nu 7:17 five male g and five male lambs 


GOD (GOD'S GODLINESS GODLY 
GoDs) 
Ge 


27 SoG created man in his own image 
31 G saw all that he had made, 
3 And G blessed the seventh day 


6: 2 sons of G saw that the daughters a G reall; 
‘committed to 
18:21 Ifthe Lorpis G, 
18:37 areG, and that yo 


with G 

to face, 
35:10 G said to him, “Your name is Jacob 
41:51 G has made me forget all my 
50:20 but G intended it for good 

Ex 2:24 G heard their groaning 
3 Epecapeconiscey 2 to look atG_ 
& 7 own people. and I will be yourG. 
8:10 is no one like the Loan our G_ 
13:18 SoG led the 
15: 2 Heis my G, and I will praise him, 
17: 9 with the staff of G in my hands."* 
19: 3 Then Moses went up wo G, 


GOD-BREATHED 


22: The good hand of our Gi is 
6 "Omy G, Lam wo ashamed 
3 our G. you have punsbed us Ings, 
S the greai and awesome G. 
8 from the Book of the Law of G, 
17 But you are a forgiving G, 
32 the great, mighty and awesome G, 
1 he feared G and shunned evil 
10 Shall we accept good from G. 
a tmortal be more righteous than G? 
isthe man whom G corrects; 
11? Can you tathom the mysteries of G 
19-26 yet in my flesh f will see G, 
22:13 Yet you say, ‘What does G know? 
24. 4 cana man be righteous before G? 
33.14 For G does speak—now one way, 
§4.12 is unthinkable that G would do 
36:26 1s G— beyond our understanding? 
37-22 G comes in awesome majesty 
Ps 18. 2 my Gis my rock. in whom I take 
18.28 my G turns my darkness into light 
19 | The heavens declare the glory of G. 
22.1 G. my G, why have you forsaken 
29: 3 the G of glory thunders, 
31 14 Tsay, “You are my G. 
40. 3 ahymn of praise to our G. 
40. 8 J desire todo your will, O my G. 
42° 2 thirsts for G. forthe living G 
42.11 Put yourhope in Gs 
45. 6 OG. will last forever and ever, 
46: | Gis our refuge and strength, 
46-10 “Be suill, and know that Lam G, 
47. 7 For G is the King of all the earth; 
50, 3 OurG comes and will not be silent, 
511 Have mercy on me. OG, 
51-10 Create in mea pure heart, OG 
51.17 OG. you will not despise 
62°? my honordepend onG 
65. 5 OG our Savior 
66. 1 Shout with joy to G, all the earth! 
66 16 listen, all you who fear G. 
68) © G setsthe lonely in families, 
71-17 my youth. OG. you have taught 
71:19 reaches to the skies, OG. 
71.22 harp for your faithfulness, O my G: 
73.26 but Gis the strength of my heart 
77 13 What g 1s so great as our God” 
78:19 Can G spread a table in the desert? 
8} | Sing for joy to G our strength, 
84) 2 out for the living G 
84-10 adoorkeeper in the house of my G 
86:12 O Lord my G, with ail my heart, 
89. 7 of theholy ones Gis greatly feared. 
9%. 2 toeverlasting you are G 
91. 2 myG, imwhom I trust 
95. 7 forhe is ourG 
100; 3 Know that the Lorpis G 


En 


ven=—ccmicca 


108. | My heart is steadfast, OG. 
1135 Whos like the Loxp our G 
139, 23 Searcu me, OG, and know my 
Pr 3 4 inthe sightof G and man 
24: 2 of Gtoconceal a matter 
30: 5 Every word of Gis Mawless, 
fe 3:11 cannot fathom what G has done 
11 $ cannot understand the work of G 
12:13 Fear G and keep his 
la 9 6 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty G, 
17.16 youalone are G over all 
#0 3} ahighway for our G 
40) & the word of our G stands forever 
40.28 The Lono is the everlasting G 
41:10 not be dismayed, for 1 am your G 
44. 6 apart from me there 1s. no G 
$2 Your G reigns 
for he will freely pardon. 
for the wicked 
ur G 
reyouces wi any G 
your G rejowe uret you 
Jer 23.23 ~Am/ only a @ nearby 
4-33 | will be new G 
12.27 “lam the Loup, the G 
Eze 2813 the garden of G 


we serve ts able to save Us 
J. the great and awesome G 


How 12) 6 and wait for your G always 


” 


Joe! 


213 Return to the Lenn ‘ 
am 4:13 a4 


‘Na Loan 7 

Fo € Himpananas be lcome) | 
Ny, aman robG? Yer 

Mt 1:23 which means, “Gwithus 


22.37” ‘Love the Lord your G 

27:46 which means, “My G. my G, 

Mk 12.29 the Lord our, the Lord is one 
16:19 and he sat at the right hand of G. 

Lk 1:37 Fornothing 1s impossible with G."° 
1:47 my spint rejoices in G my Savior, 
10. 9 “The kingdom of G is near you.’ 
10:27 ** "Love the Lord your G 
18.19 “No one is, ‘xcept G alone, 

Jn 1: 1 was with G, and the Word was G. 
1.18 seen G, but G the One and Only, 
3:16 °' For G xo loved the world that he 
4:24 Gis spint. and his worshipers must 
14.1 Trustin G; trust also inme 


obey G rather than men! 
7/55 to heaven and saw the glory of G, 
17.23 10 AN UNKNOWN G. 
20:27 to you the whole will of G- 
20:32 “Now f commit you to G 
Ro 1:17 anghteousness from G is revealed, 
2:11 For G does not show favontism. 


3 
4 { . 
5:_8 G demonstrates his own love for us 
6:23 but the giftof G is eternal life 
8:28 inall things G works for the 

1:22 the kindness and sternness of Gi 
14°12 give an account of himself to G, 
1:20 Has not G made foolish 

2: 9 what G has prepared 

3:6 watered it, but G made it grow 


r 
ICo 


8: 8 food does not bring us near to G; 
10:13 G is faithful; he will not let you be 
10/31 doit all forthe glory of G 
14.33 For G is not aG of disorder 
15:28 so that G may be all in al 

2Co_ 1) 9 rely on ourselves but on G, 
2:14 be toG. who always leads us 
3. S but our competance comes from G. 
4 7 this all-surpassing power is fromG 
5:19 that G was reconciling the world 
5.21 G made him who had no sin 
6:16 we are the temple of the living G. 
% 7 forG loves a cheerful giver, 
9 8 Gisable to make all grace abound 


Gal 2: 6 G does not judge by external 
6 7 not be deceived. G cannot be 

Eph 2:10 which G prepared in advance for us 
4: 6 one baptism, one G and Father 
S| Be imitators of G, therefore, 

Php 2: 6 Who, being in very nature G, 
4:19 And my G will meet all your needs 

1Th 2. 4 trying to please men butG, 


4, 7 ForG did not call us to be impure, 
4: 9 wught by G to love each other. 
5: 9 For G did not appoint us 

IT) 2: 5 one mediator between G and men, 
4 4 Roreverything G created is good, 
5: 4 for this 1s pleasing toG 

Tu = 2:3 appeanng of our great G 

Heb 1) 1 lowhe past G spoke 
4:12 For the word of G is living 
6:10 G w oot unjust. he will not forget i 
10:31 to fall into the hands of the living G 
11 6 faith st is impossible to please G 
12 10 but G disciplines us for our good, 
12.29 for our’G 18 2 comsurmng fire,” 
13:15 offertoG a sacrifice of praise— 


2113.16 All Scripture ss G and 
Gop's (GoD) a. a va 


Ps 52: 8 fmustin 


A 

& 

Hi 
it 
1S 


Z 
i 
Hy 


b 
yy 


= 


now to appear for us inG presence, 
3 was formed at G command, 


pepe 


GODLINESS (GOD) baie 
iT = Hepa oct }and holiness. 


things. 
6 6 with contentment is great gain. 
6:11 and pursue righteousness, g, faith, 


GODLY (GOD) 


GODS (GOD) 
Ex 20: 3 “Youshall have no others 
Ac 19:26 He says that man-made g are no g 


GOLD 

Job 23.10 tested me. I will come forth as x. 

Py 19:10 They are more precious than g. 
119:127 more than x, more than pare 5. 

Pr 22: 1 esteemed is better than silver org. 


GOLGOTHA 
Jn 19:17 (which in Aramaic is called G) 


GOLIATH 
Philistine giant killed by David (18a 17, 2 


GoobD 
Ge 1) 4 God saw that the Light was x, 
131 he had made, and it was very g, 
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HAGAR 


HAGAR 

Servant of Sarai, wife of Abel mnvethor af 
Lyrae! (Ge 16166; 25)18), Daven ey ty Sar 
ah while pregnant (Cie 1635-16), after 
Isaac (Ge MOE, Gal 42441), “ “ 
HAGGAIt 


Post osilic prophet who encouraged rebuilding 
of the fomple (liar 8:1; 6:14, Hing, bea); 


MAIR (HAIRS) 

Lk 2118 Butnot a /of your hedd will periahy 
1Co TL 6 fora worn to have her A out 
HAIRS (HAIR) 

MU 10:40 even the very hot your bend are all 


HALLELUJAH 
Rev 19) 1 4,4,6 


HALLOWED (HOLY) 
Mi 6 9 Abe yourname, 


HAND (HANDS) 
Ps 16) 8 Becanse he ts at my right h, 

37 24 the Lowp upholds him with his A. 
119. 10 even there your A will guide me, 
9:10 Whatever your A finds to do, 

Mt 61. know what your right Ais doing, 
Jn 10:28 one can snatch themoutofmy A. 
1Co 12-15 Lam nota, [do not belong 


HANDS (HAND) 
Py 22:16 they have pierved my A 
24. 4 He who has clean hand a pure’ 
41. 5 Into your A Lcommitmy spirit; 
41-15 My tines are in your hy 
Pr 10) 4 Lazy A make a man poor, 
11.20 and extends herh to the needy 
Isa 55:12 will clap their’ 
65, 2 Allday long | have held out my h 
Lk 23:46 into yours Leommit my spinit."* 
(Th 4:11 and to work with your hy 
IT) 2: 8 toliftupholy hin prayer, 
5.22 hasty in the laying on of h, 


HANNAH* 

Wife of Elkanah, mother of Samuel {1Sa 1). 
Prayer at dedicauion of Samuel (18a 2/110) 
Blessed (Sa 2)18-21) 


HAPPY 
Ps 68; Jmay they be A and joyful 

Pr 15:13 AA heurt makes the face cheerful, 
Fee 3:12 better for men than to beh 

Jas 5:13 Is anyone h? Le* him sing songs 


HARD (HARDEN HARDSHIP) 
Ge 18:14 Isanything too A forthe Loan? 
Mt 19:23 itis for anich man 

ICo 4.12 We work A with our own hands. 
ITh 5:12 to respect those who work h 


HARDEN (HARD) 
Ro 9:18 he hardens whony he wants to A 
Heb 3. 8 donoth your heans 


HARDHEARTED® (HEART) 
Dt 15: 7 donotbe A ortightfisted” 


HARDSHIP (HARD) 

Ro 8:45 Shall trouble or A or persecution 

27) 2 3 Endure h with us like a good 
4: 5 endure h, do the work 

Heb 12: 7 Endure / as discipline, God is 


HARM 

Ps 121, 6:thesun will noth you by day. 

Pr 3:29 not ploth against your neighbor, 
31 12 She brings him good, not h, 

Ro 13:10 Love does no / to its neighbor 

In 5.18 and the evil one cannot A him. 


HARMONY 

Ro 12.16 Live in with one another 
2€o 6:15 What his there between Christ 
IPe 3. 8 live nh with one another, 


MARVEST: “i 
Mi 947 his. 
Jn 4.98 wcthe fel 
Gal 6. 9 atthe, 
Web 12h it lucas ah of rigtiteousness: 
HASTE (HASTY) a 
Pr 21: 5 ns surely ws h beads to poverty, 

29:20 2 Syatnemengaataw 


HAST Y* ee 


HATE mc HATES HATRED) 
Lev 19:17 "Donoth car beater 
Ps SiS youhall whodo 
Farrar 
love ih 
199) 2h Delnoth beeen hey ‘ 
Pe BD. Ther itceona . 
Am 5:15 Hevil, love 


Mt 5:43 yourneighbor and 
10:22 ih you se 

Lk 6:27 do good to thove who h you. 

Ro 12: it Rigel at ooo 

HATED (HATE) 

Ro 9:13 “Jacob Hoved, bul Esauth.” 

Eph 5:29 no one everh his own body, 

Heb 1° 9 righteousness and h wickedneps; 

HATES (HATE) 

Pr : ‘There are six this things the Lon h 


Un 


HATRED (HATE) ~ 


Pr 10:12 H stirs up dissension, 
Jas 4: 4 with the World is h toward God? 


HAUGHTY 
Pr 16:18 ah spirit before a fall, 


HAY 
1Co 3/12 costly stones, wood, h or straw, 


HEAD (HEADS HOTHEADED). 
3:15 he will crush your h, 
23:5 You anoint my h with olf; 
25,22 will heap burning coals on his h, 
59:17 and the helmet of salvation on his A 
8:20 of Man has no place to lay his. 
Ro 12:20 will heap burning coals on his A.” 
1Co Ih 3 and the hof Christ is God 
12:21 And the A cannot say to the feet, 

Eph 5:23 Forthe husband is the A of the wife 
271 4: 5 keep your in all situations, 
Rey 19:12 andon hishare many crowns. 


HEADS (HEAD) 


Ley 26:13 you to walk with h held high. 
Isa_35:10 everlasting joy will crown their h 


HEAL (HEALED HEALING HEALS) 

2Ch 7:14 their'sin and will A their land. 

Ps 41: 4 hme, for I have sinned against you 

Mi 10: 8 H the sick, raise the dead, 

Lk 4:23 to me: ‘Physician, / yourself! 
5:17 present for him toh the sick 


HEALED (HEAL) 
Isa 53° 5 and by his wounds we are h 
Mt 9:22 he said, “‘your faith has h you,” 
14.36 and all who touched him were A 
Ac — 4:10 this man stands before you h. 

14: 9 saw that he had faith to be fr 
Jas 5:16 foreach other so that you may be 
[Pe 2.24 by his wounds you have been h. 


HEALING (HEAL) 
Eze 47:12 for food and their leaves forks 
Mal 4; 2 rise with hin its wings. 
1Co.12: 9 toanother gifts ol h 


Ty deh ot 


Carniy 


Ge 
Ps 
Pr 
Isa 
Mi 


im he nas if 


yy ~. 


(HEAR), 
Ro 10:17 faith comes from h the message, 


HEARS (HEAR) vam 

In 5:24 Asien een, 
Wn 5:14 to his will, he Aus. 

Rev 3:201f hy voice and opens) 

is 

‘2 


Ex i 7 cnr eUeane , 
Lev 19:17 Donot hate 
Dt 429 Nylon tem weal are 
S Loxp yourGod with all yourh 
101 Lao you say 
15:10 and.do so without a, 


‘the Loup searches every h 
2Ch 7:16 and my A will always be there. 
Job 22:22 and lay up his words inyour h. 
37:1 “Acthis my A pounds. 
Ps 14: 1 The fool says imhis h, 
and the meditation of my h 
will give you the desires of your h. 
4S: 1 My hisstirred by anoble theme 
51:10 Create in me a pure h, O.God, 
a broken and contnte H,- 
18, If had cherished sin in my A, 
86:11 give me an undivided h. 
119: 11 Thave hidden your word in my/h 
119: 32 for youhave set my A free. 
139; 23 Search me, O God, and know my A 
Pr. 3, 5 Trust in the Loap with all your A 
4:21 keep ther svithin your hy 
4:23 Above allelse, guard yourh, = 
7. 3 write them on the tabletof your h. 
13:12 Hope deferred makes the h sick, 
14:13 Even in laughter the A may ache, 
15:30 A cheerful look brings joy to the: A, 
17.22 A cheerful his poodmedicine. 
24:17 stumbles, do not let your A rejoice. 
27/19 so.a man’ sh reflects the man. 


0G 00 w wit your he you believe 


Ce 1425 te secress of bis will be land bare. 


pe 519 mate meses yor tote Led, 


S51 wour i cos be fally commumed 
42 5 pero oer tion. 
| Reo sereemey mhebof men: 


LS. $ foehe parsbed thew a by faa 
> 1S of te lw are armen on the 


wape sy Geserk 
For God s pemer Gas ourk. 


De 212 athens seeks. 


Ke 5 | mecmeral tense an. ont bull 
2 2 ego wes casghe op tw the Gand A 
Pre 295 + ant om cart ant under the earth 


72 te erent b eae orre wo appeae 
2 wt lonkeong forweet toa tee & 
2) | Tees sew new hand 2 sew arte 
HEAVENLY (HEAVEN) 

, 2 late tower teen thé hibeings 


HEAVEN) 
bs te or gmeeng Coal creates the h 


a 


2378 


3y 


¥ 


1Co 12:28 those able to A others, those 
HELPED (HELP) f 
tSe 7.12 “ThusfarhastheLoephes”” 
HELPER (HELP) rr 
Ge 218 {will make a suitable for him.” 


Ps 10:5 you are the A of the fatheriess. 
Heb 13. 6 Loedus my A. | will not be afraid. 


IT: $10 Athose nwouble 


HELPS (HELP) is A 
Ro 826 the Sparthusimourweakness 
aa \ 
Me 2337 asahgathersherchicks 
HERITAGE (INHERIT) som 


Psi27. 3 Sons ace ah from theLoap, © 
4 
| King of Jodea who wned to hill Jesus (Me z 
Li IS) * WOLy 
2 Son of 1 Tewrarct of Galilee who aresed Ex 1% 6 
aad beheaded John the Baptist (Mt 14:1-12: Mk 
615-29: LE 3:1. 19-20-9-7-9y, med Jems (E73. Lev 
615) - 3 
3 Grandson of | King of Judea who killed 
James (Ac 122); aevemed Peter (Ac 123-19). 
Death (Ac 1219-23). 4 heten 


Wide of Herod the Tetrarch who persuaded her 
deaghmer 10 ask for Jobe the Baptnt’s head (Mt 


HOME 


® Sheish 
99. 9 for the LonD our God Is A. 
19 Aand awesome is his name 
Isa S16 the A Godt will show himself A 
6. 3-H. 4. histhe Lox Almighty: 
40.25 who is my equal?” says the H One. 
57-15 who lives forever, whose name is A 
Eze 28:25 [will show myself hamong them 
Da 9:24 prophecy and to anoint the most A 
Hab 2-20 But the Lorp is in his h temple; 
Ac 227 will youlet your One see decay 
Ro 7.12 and the commandment is h, 
12-1 astiving sacrifices, und pleasing 
Eph 5: 3 improper for God's A people 
2TH 1:10 tobe glorified in his h people 


2711. 9 saved us and called us torah life— 
3.15 you have known the h Scriptures, 
Tit 1. 8 upright. A and disciplined 


IPe 1-15 Butjust as he who called you is h 
1.16 ts wntien: "Beh, because Lam A. 
2 9 aroyal pnesthood, ah nation, 

2Pe 3:11 You ought to live # and godly lives 

Rev 4 8 "H.-A, isthe Lord God 


HOME (HOMES) 

Dt _ 6: 7 Talk about them when you sit ath 
Ps 84: 3 Eventhe sparrow has found ah, 
Pr 3:33 but he blesses the A of the righteous 
Mk 10:29 ‘noone who has left\h or brothers 
Jn 14.23 tohim and make our A with him. 
TH 2. S tobe busy at h, to be kind, 


HOMES (HOME) 


Ne 4:14 daughters, your wives and your h.”” 


IT: 5:14 tomanage their h and to give 


HOMOSEXUAL* 
1Co_ 6, 9 male prostitutes nor h offenders 


HONEST 

Ley 19:36 Use h scales and h weights, 

Dt 25.15 and A weights and measures, 

Job 31 6 let God weigh me inh scales 

Pr 12:17 truthful witness gives A testimony. 


HONEY 
Ex 3) 8 aland flowing with milk and A— 
Ps 19-10 than’ from the comb. 

119.103 sweeter than A to my mouth! 


HONOR (HONORABLE HONORABLY 
HONORED HONORS) 
Ex 20:12 “H your father and your mother, 
Nu 25:13 he was zealous for the h of his God 
Dt 5:16 “' your father and your mother, 
18a 2:30 Those whoh me I will h, 
Ps 8. S andcrowned him with glory and A 
Pr 3: 9H the Loro.with your wealth, 
15-33 and humility comes before 
20: 3 [tis to.a man’s to avoid strife, 
Mt LS. 4 ‘H your father and mother’ 
Ro 12:10 Hone another above yourselves 
1Co 6.20 Therefore h God with your body 
Eph 6: 2 “H your father and mother" — 
5:17 well are worthy of double h 
Heb 2: 7 you crowned him with glory and A 
Rev 4° 9 hand thanks to him who sits 


HONORABLE (HONOR) 
Th 4: 4 body in a way that is holy and A 


HONORABLY (HONOR) 
Heb 13:18 and desire to live h inevery way 


HONORED (HONOR) 

Ps 12: 8 when what is vile ts # smong men. 
Pr 13:18 but whoever heeds correction ish 
1Co 12:26 ifone partis h, every part rejoices 
Heb 13: 4 Mamage should beA by all. 


HONORS (HONOR) 


Ps 15: 4 but Arthase who fear the LORD. 
Pr 14.31 tothe needy God 


HOOKS 
2: 4 and theirspears into pruning 4 
Joel 3:10 and your pruning h into spears 


31 


HOPE (HOPES) 
Job 13:15 Though he: 
Ps 42:5 Ph ‘Ain eae 
my h comes from him, 
119: 74 for Ihave putmny hin your word 
130: 7 O lsracl, put your in the Lox, 
47 who potthoic hip Riana 
Pr 13:12 W delorred makes the beer sie 
$sa_40)31 but those who hin the Lorn: 
Ro S._4 character; and character, h 
8:24 But that is seen is no Mat all 
1212 Be joyful in’, patient in aftiction, 
15) 4 of the Scriptures we might have h. 
1Co 13:13 now these three remain: faith, h 
__, 1819 forthis life we have hin Christ, 
Col 1.27 Christin you, the h of glary.. 
11h 5) 8 and the A of salvation as a helmet 
IT: 6:17 butto puttheir Ain God, 
Tit 2:13 while we wait for the blessed h— 
Heb 6:19 We have this A as an anchor 
11: 1 faith is being sure of what we h for 
Un 3: 3 Everyone who has this h 


HOPES (HOPE) 
1Go 13. 7 always h. always perseveres. 
HORSE 


Ps 147, 10 not inthe strength of the h, 

Pr 26 3 AwhipfortheA, ahalter 

Zec 1; 8 before me was a man riding ared h 

Rev 6: 2 and there before me was a white A! 
6. 4 Come!"* Then another hcameout, 
6: S and there before me was a black A! 
6: 8 and there before me was a pale A! 

19:11 and there before me was a white h. 


HOSANNA 
Mt 21: 9 “inthe highest!” x 


HOSHEA 
Last king of Israel (2Ki 15:30; 17:1-6). 


HOSPITABLE* (HOSPITALITY) 

ITI % 2 self-controlled, respectable, A, 
Tit 1 8 Rather he mustbe h, one who loves 
HOSPITALITY (HOSPITABLE) 

Ro 12:13 Practice A 

1Ti_ 5:10 as bringing up children, showing h, 
IPe 4: 9 Offer h 10 one another 
HOSTILE 

Ro 8: 7 thesinful mind is hto God 


HOT 
IT) 4: 2 have been seared as with ah iron: 
Rey 3:15 that you are neither cold noch 


HOT-TEMPERED 

Pr 15:18 A Aman stirs up dissension, 
19.19 Arman must pay the penalty; 
22-24 Do not make friends with ah man, 
29.22 and a hone commits many sins 


HOTHEADED (HEAD) 
Pr 14:16 buta fool is hand reckless 


HOUR 

Eec 9:12 knows when his h will come: 

Mt 6:27 youby worrying can add a single h 

Lk 12:40 the Son of Man will come al anh 

Jn 12:23 The Ahas come forthe Son of Man 
12:27 for this very reason I came to this h 


HOUSE (HOUSEHOLD STOREHOUSE) 
Ex 20:17 shall not covet your neighbor's h. 
Ps 23: 6 Twill dwell in the # of the Lorp 
84:10 adoorkeeper in the hof my God 
122: 1 “Letusgoto the of the Lorp. 
1271 Unless the Lorp butids the h, 
Pr 7-27 Her hisahighway tothe grave. 
21- 9 than share a h with aquarrelsome 
Isa 56: 7 ahof prayer for all nations.”” 
Zec 13; 6 givenat the hof my friends.” 
Mi 7.24 is like a wise man who built his 
12.29 can anyone enter a strong man’s h 
21:13 My A will be called ah of prayer, 


* Mt 103 
1238 orhalved 


HOUSEHOLD (HOUSE) 
Jos 24:15 my h. we will serve the! 


Mic 7: 6 
36 wile the member 


m2 ‘his | 
his Peace inetd eats ee 
HUMAN (HUMANITY) ™ 
Gal 3: 3 toattain your goal by heffor? 
HUMANITY* (HUMAN) 

Heb 2:14 he too shared in their so that 
HUMBLE (HUMBLED HUMBLES 4 
HUMILIATE HUMILITY) 


2Ch 7:14 will hthemselves.and > 
Bs 25.9 Haguiscrek oma take ” 


Mt 23:12 whoever exalts himself will be h, 
Php 2: 8 heAhimself 
HUMBLES (HUMBLE) 
Mt 18: 4 whoever h himself like this child'is 
23:12 whoever f himself will be exalted, 
HUMILIATE* (HUMBLE) 
Pr 25; 7 than forhimtoh you 
1Co 11:22 and h those who have nothing? 
Pr 11) 2 but with h comes wisdom, 
15,33 and h comes before honor: 
Php 2; 3 butinA.consider others better 
‘Tit 3: 2 andto show truc h toward all men, 
1Pe 5: 5 clothe yourselves with h 4 
HUNGRY . " 
Ps 107; 9 and fills the h with good things. 
146: 7 and gives food to the h. 
Pr 25:21 Ifyourenemy sh, give him food 
Eze 18: 7 but gives his food tothe hb 
Mt 25:35 For lwas and you gave me 
Lk 1:53 He has filled the h with good things: 
Jn 6:35 comes to me will never go h, 
Ro 12:20 “If your enemy is h, feed him 


HURT (HURTS) 
Ecc 8: 9 itover others to his own h. 


Mk. 16:18 deadly poison, it will not them 
Rev 2:11 He who overcomes will not be A 


HURTS* (HURT) 

Ps 15; 4 evenwhenith, 

Pr 26.28 Alying tongue hates those ith, 
HUSBAND (HUSBAND'S HUSBANDS) 


1€o 7: 3 The A should fulfill his marital duty 
7:10 wife must not separate from her h. 
7:11 And ah must not divorce his wife, 
7.13 Andifa woman has ah who is not 
7:39. A woman ts bound to her has long 


2Co 1; 2 [promised you to one h, to Chnst, 
5:23 For the his the head of the wife 


5.33 and the wife must respect her 
ITi_ 3. ? tehof but one wife, temperate, 
HUSBAND'S (HUSBAND) 
Pr 12; 4 of noble character 1s her h crown, 
1Co 7. 4 the h body does not belong « 


HUSBANDS (HUSBAND) 
5:22 submit to your has w the Lord, 
$:25 H. love your wives, just 


i a 


1Co 14.26 everyone has ak. ore woud 
HYPOCRISY (HYPOCRITE 
HYPOCRITES) 

‘Mr 23.28 but on the imside you are fail of & 
IPe 2 1 & envy, and slemderofevery kind 
HYPOCRITE (HYPOCRISY) 

Mr (7. S Youh, firsttake the plank out _ 
HYPOCRITES (HYPOCRISY) " 
Ps 26 4 nordol consort with hy 

Mr 6 S when youpray, donot be like the & 
HYSSOP 

Ps Sl: 7 withé, and! will beclean: 
IDLE (IDLENESS) 

ITh 5:14 those whoare/, encourage 

2Th 3 6 away fromevery brother who isi 
IT; 5:13 they get into the habit of being { 
IDLENESS® (IDLE) 

Pr 31-27 and does not eat the bread of 


IDOL (IDOLATRY IDOLS) 

fsa 44:17 Fromthe rest he makes a god. his i: 
1Co & 4 Weknow thatan is nothing at all 
IDOLATRY (IDOL) 

Col 3: $ evil desires and greed. which isi. 
IDOLS (IDOL) 
1Co & 1 Now about food sacrificed to f 
IGNORANT (IGNORE) 

$.34 for there are some who are i of God 
S- 2 to deal gently with those who are # 
‘Rood you should silence the tall 
‘hich 1 and unstable people distort 
IGNORE (IGNORANT IGNORES) 

1 do not fit bet be sure 


IPe 
2Pe 


IGNORES (IGNORE) 
Pr 10:17 whoever i correction leads others 
15.32 He who /discipline despises 


ILLUMINATED* 
Rev 18: I and the earth was by his splendor. 


IMAGE 
Ge 1:26 “*Let es make man in our i, 

1-27 So God created man in his own t, 
1Co 11> 7 since he is the ‘and glory of God: 
Col 11S He isthe /of the invisible God. 

3.10 inknowledge in the ‘of its Creator 


IMAGINE 
Eph 3:20 more than all we ask or / 


IMITATE (IMITATORS) 

4:16 Therefore I urge you to/ me. 

6.12 but to / those who through faith 

13. 7 of their way of life and i their faith 
11 donot ¢ what is evil but what is 


IMITATORS* (IMITATE) 

Epb 5: | Besof God, therefore, 

Tr | 6 Youbecame / of us and of the Lord 
2:14 became /of God's churches 


IMMANLEL 
Ise 7.14 birth toa son, and will call him/, 
Mt 1-23 and they will call him /"— 


IMMORAL* (IMMORALITY) 

Pr 624 keeping you from the f woman, 

1Co S 9 wo-associate with sexually i people 
5:10 the people of this world who are / 
$11 but is sexually (or greedy, 


IMPROPER* ure 
Eph 5: 3 theseareiforGod'sholy people. 
IMPURE (IMPURITY) 7 


Ac 10:15 not call anything i that God has 
Eph 5: $ Nommmoral. ior greedy, 


ITs 

Rew 21:27 Nothing / will ever emer it, 

Ro 1:24 hearts to sexual /for 

Eph 5. 3 orof any kind of i. or of greed, 
INCENSE “ 

Ex 40:5 Place the gold altar of in from 
Ps 141: 2 my prayer be set before you like i: 
Mt 2.1] him with gifts of gold and of f 
INCOME oven 
Exc 5:10 wealth is never satistied with his 
1Co 16. 2 sumof money in keeping with his 


INCOMPARABLE* 
Eph 2: 7 ageshemightshow the/riches 
INCREASE (EVER-INCREASING 

INCREASED INCREASES INCREASING) 


Ge 1:22 “Be fruitful and in number 
Ps 62:10 though your riches, 

Isa 9: 7 Ofthe of his, 

Le 17. 5 said tothe Lord, “Jour faith!" 
'Th 3:12 May the Lord make your love i 


INCREASED (INCREASE) 

Ac 6 Tof, in Jerusalem i 5 
Ro Son Ba onectat pete Pome! 
INCREASES (INCREASE) ow 


Pr oe and a man of knowledge i strength: 
INCREASING (INCREASE) q 


Ac 6: 1 when the number of disciples was , 


._7 For God did nox call us to be i, ‘ 


INSULT 


Pr 19:20 Listen to advice and accept f 
23:12 Apply your heart to 

Co 14: 6 or prophecy or word of 
14:26 or a word of (, a revelation, 
6. 4 up in the training and of the Lord 
4 8 he who rejects this does not reject 
3:14 [anyone does not obey ours 

1-18 Tgive youthis/in keeping 

6) 3 tothe sound é of our Lond Jesus 
27) 4 2 with great patience and careful / 


INSULT. 


Pr 9 7 correcis amocker invites /; 
12:16 buta prudent man overlooks an / 


Mi 5:11 Blessed are you when people /you, 
Uk 6.22 when they exclude you and you 
IPe 3; 9 evil with evil ors with, 


INTEGRITY 
IKI 9: 4 ifyou walk before me in /of heart 
Job 2. 3 And he still maintains his 1 
27) S till Tdie, L will not deny my 4 
Pr 10; 9 The man of walks securely, 
11 3 The sof the upright guides them, 
29:10 Bloodthissty men hate a man of 
Tit 2. 7 yourteaching show «, seriousness 
NCE 
29)14 the / of the intelligent will vanish. "* 
1Co 119 soFthe intelligent f will frustrate © 


INTELLIGIBLE 
1Co 14:19 | would rather speak five / words. 


INTERCEDE (INTERCEDES 
INTERCESSION) 


Heb allways lives to for them, 

INTERCEDE) 

4:26 but the Spirit himself’) for us 

INTERCESSION® (INTERCEDE) 

53:12 and made / forthe transgressors 

2: 1 fand thanksgiving be made 

INTERE 

10 7-¥4 his wife—and his / are divided 

Php 2. 4 only 10 your owns, but also to the? 

2.21 everyone looks out for his own f, 

INTERMARRY (MARRY) 

De 7 3 Do noté with them: 

INVENTED* 

2Pe 1.16 We did not follow cleverly /storios 

INVESTIGATED 

Lk 1. 3 Imyself have carefully everything 

INVISIBLE 

Ro 1.20 of the world God's ¢ qualities 

Col 1.15 He is the image of the / God. 

1) 1:17 immortal, /, the only God. 

INVITE (INVITED INVITES) 

Lk 14)13 you give a banquet, (the poor, 

INVITED (INVITE) 

Mt 22.14 Formany are /, but few are chosen 
25.45 [was 4 stranger and you/ me in, 

INVITES (INVITE) 

1Co 10.27 If some unbeliever/ you toa meal 


INVOLVED 
27) 2: 4 asoldier gets/ in civilian affairs— 


IRON 
IT 4; 2 have been seared as with a hot) 
Rey 2.27 He will nile them with ans scepter, 


IRREVOCABLE* 
Ro 1129 forGod's gifts and his call are 7 
ISAAC 


Son of Abraham by Surah (Ge (719; 2151-7, 
ICh 12K) Offered up by Abraham (Ge 22; Heb 
1117-19), Rebekah wken as wife (Ge 24), Fa 


JESUS. 


thered Esau and Jacob (Ge 25:19.26; xn ie, AL 
‘Thcked into blessing Jacoh (Ge 2) Sane Hee wn 
Israel (Ex 3:6; DL 29-13; Ro 9:10); _  JEHOASH F 7 
ISAIAH eon ol 
het to Judah (Isa teh), ul 
ashtPbe(t0 Juda (sn Ti), (Called by the Lona 
ISHMAEL : 
Son of Abraham by Hagar (Ge 16; [Ch 1:28) 2 
Blessed, but nor ae of ant (Genial: 2 
A143 Snap by Sarah (Qo 218-20 ag 2 
ISRAEL (ISRAELITES) ? sf od nP 
of, 1 34 
1 Name given to Jnab (see JACOB), Soa fer gn 28 
2. Corporate name of Jacob's. descendants; 4 
or Satie Or ae i rug gaa 
ar, D 5 ah (2K 
1Su 4:21 °*The glory has depaned fro = ie foodie ochre 
1sa 27: 6 4 will bud and blossom Re 7 rs 
Jer 3.410 eho seater il gather Neer Fay zt 
Eze 39:23 off went intoexile fortheir sin, f Asa: king of 5 
Mi 1233 "Wer OF etter” Sag ag eo KA 
he 23330 Judging the twelve tribes of, -JenU .' 7 
all who are descended from ure /. 7 : 
11:26 And so all? willbe saved. ng of Israel (KY 19:16-19, 2Ki 9-10). 
Eph 3: 6 Gentiles are heirs together with/, H " 
ISRAELITES (ISRAEL) dge from Gilead Who delivered tied 
Ex 14:22 and the / went through the seu a ae Moats rah, Vow ‘co 
16:35 The ate manna forty years, his daughter Ode 11 ) io 
Hos 438 etctte willbe ike the snd MIAH ape NT rm tall 
09.27 the number of the /be like the sand ne rey 
phet wo Judah (er 11-3). Called by the 
ITCHING? (Jer 1), Put in stocks (er 20:1-3), 
aD 4 3 tonwy what their /ears want to hear i Y 1 Set 26), 
JACOR iprivoned (Ser 37), into cistern ie 
Second. son of Isaac, win of Esau (Ge 26 38), Forced Egypt with those fleeing Baby! 
21-26; 1Ch 134). Bought Eisnu's birthright (Ge jer 43) ee Meat ear 
36,28-34): wicked sac lesing him (Ge 27 BOAM em SA NBR od 
37) Abrahamic covenant perpetuated 
(Ge 28 13-15; Mal 1:2). Vision at Bethel (Ge: ictal bry cir aaron 
10:22). Wives and children (Ge 29: 1-30:24, Uerel CHK 11:265405 1281 ms 
a. 


ae 
on 1225:35) jdgment for 1K 
) : 

yn of Hehoush King of mel (TKI 14:23, 


16-26; 1Ch 2-9), Wrestled with God; name 
changed to Israel (Ge 32:22-32), Sent sons to 45: 
Figypt during famine (Ge 42-43) Settled in Egypt 
(Ge 46), Blessed Ephraim and Manasseh (Ge 48), 


Blessed sons (Ge 49.1-28; Heb 11 21), Death (Ge LEM te : 

4 56 $0.16 ; * 
49-29-93), Burial (Ge 50.114) 27 wld WAL eco inp ny Ned 
eer fe better bel 

1 Apostle; brother of John (Mt 4:21-22; 10.2, Ne lets rebuild | of, 
Mu 37 Le 31-10) At transfiguration (MU1): we © Pray forthe peace of J) * 


1013; Mk 9:1-13; Lik 9:28-36), Killed by Herod 


{Ac 12:2), 
Ten 408 9 You wi 
var Rome Hoa Al ibataTM 10:3; Mk 3: r bs fort wil cent oben niga 4 
3. Brother of Jesus (Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3; Lk 24; Joel ANT J willibeholys 


10; Gal 1°19) and Judas (Jude 1), With believers 
before Pentecost (Ac 1:13). Leader of church at 
Jerusalem (Ae 12:17; 15; 21:18; Gal 2:9, 12) 
Author of epistle (as 1-1) 


JAPHETH 
Son of Nowh (Ge 5:32, 1Ch 14-5) Blessed 


Jn 42) where we must worship is ind.” 

Aye ‘Ac 1 und you willbemy witnesses in, 
JARS Gal 4 to the present city of J 
2Co Ae 7 We have this treasure inj of clay Rev 21 ‘saw the Haly Gity; the new J; 
JEALOUS (JEALOUSY) ; ‘ 7 
Ex 20: $ the Lorn your God, atni'a/ God, Genealogy (Mv 1:1-17) Lk 3:21-37), 

34:14 whose ph ie . Iva) God Birth ant unced (Mi Hl salheeea avean 
Di 4:24 God isu consuming fire, 4) God. (Mt 18; Lk Kahr owe es 
Joo! 2:18 the LonD will be for his land LSaRRa *, boy bait nia eens sity a 
Ze \14 Lumvery/ for Jerusalem and Zion, Baptusmi(Mt 9.1317) Mk 19 ie 


132-34), Temptation (Mt 41-11) Mi 412-13; 
Lk 41-13), Ministry in Gatilee (Mt 4)12-18:95, 
Mk 11469950, Lk 4140199) Im 1:35-2:11; 4) 6), 
‘Transfiguration (Mt 1751-8; Mk 9:2-8; Lk 9:28- 

‘on the way to Jerusalem (Mt 19-20; Mk 10; 
19:27), in Jerusalem (Mt 21-25; Mk 


2Co 11) 2 1am/ for you with a godly jealousy, 


JEALOUSY (JEALOUS) 

1Co._ J: 3 For since there is anil quarreling 
2Co 1 2. Lum jealous for you with a godly 
$20 hatred, discord, J, Hts of rage, 


36), 
Lk 13a 
“19; 


aS Ho 2-21.38; Jn 212836, 6,140) 
z Az 17-35; Mk 1A 1231, Lk 22: 
hiikeot 317) Amestand tal (Mt 26.9627:31; 


5 Jehu; king of Isrwel (2K 1319) 1M Sy 
; Sono Joa ving of Judah (2Ki23:31-44, Mk [44815.20; Lk 22:49-2325; Jn 
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NJ “egret the Jews 
woman (LR EEE aaa woth y (UK 14, Gal 228 There is neithery nor 


US. owe Noon ao AED SE MK 10482 
UA TRRSAN, Makcber carla 32:5081) Onher JEWELRY GEWELS) 
Ateanies pegeayer ha) Ae & 3 wearing of golds; 
QA STUD, soem soit (MCSD ME eWRLS QEWELRY) 
Foal LA S229) S000 fed (META TS 2G Mk ‘ 
SSae LA STOTT Ie OLE), walking on st OE iehgaccwce 
eames (Me E2822 MR SSE Jn OTST), “Zee S16 like Jimacrown, : 
SRW fed (Mr ESD, MA S19) tnowey From 
UTI ig eee cursed (Mt EIR S2 Nabe ae, Santana 
Dd), catch of fish Go Dt). Bal es Tekin th ase 
MANOR TEACHING: Sermon woke! ak — i pil ern 
Nh &> Lik & 1749), | Nico 4 2 
Semana woman ln 4), Bread of Life Un 6: = tS Wonoe Gadel 
2259) Foes of Tatemacies (ia 7-0, woes setae = ab 
Got peridot shard 
Gal poy preety 
Rev 9claimtobey: 


u peer Roo Dewvene Un 
PARABLES pies (Mr 133.23, ME-4:3.25, 


sees» growth (MA 426-29), wheat 


sied (IKi 2117-24). Killed by Jehu: 
37). “ 
JOASH 

Son of Ahaziah; king of Judah, Sheltered from !3- 
Athaliah by Jehoiada (2Ki 11; 2Ch 22:10-23:21), 
Repaired temple (2Ki 12; 2Ch 24), 


ed 


personal . 

ee APOSTLES. Call of da 1 ee cal ne trons Uo 3. Ella eb 

29, Mk 1-16-20, 213-14; Lk 32.37). Rebuked by the Lorp (Job 38-41). Vin- 

Named Aposties (Mk 313-19: LIE dicated and restored to greater stamure by the 1. Son’ 
sent out (Mr 10, Mi6.7-11. Lk Lorp (Job 42). Example of righteousness (Eze gu 38,1 

Scvenry seat out (Lk 101-24), Defection 14:14, 20) 

71, Ma 26:56, Mi 14:50-S2). Final i 


sae (Mr 2816-20, Ja 21-15-23; Ac 1. JOHN Caleb 
1 Som of Zechanah and (Lk 1). Succeeded 
Ac od has rassed ches J 10 life. Called the Baptist (Mt , Mk 1:2-8), Wie 
[axJ, ebom you are persecuting ness to Jesus (Mt 3:11- 17-8; Lk 2:15-18, 
1 of cur Lord J that we are saved, Jn 1:6-35, 3:27-30, 5:33-36), Doubts about Jesus 
Beheve m the Lord J (Mt 1-2-6; Lic 7:18-23). Arrest (Mt 4:12; Mic elie de 
Re redempace that came by Christ. 14) Execution (Mr 14:1-12; Mik 6:14-29; Lk9:  10:1-28 


theowegh the one man. J Christ 7-9) Mimstry compared to Elijah (Mt 

| foe those who are im Canst J, Mk9:11- 13, Lk 7:24-35), 

except J Christ and him crucified. 2. Apostle; beother of James (Mt 4:21-22; 10: enant | 

and these as but one Lod, J Chnist. 2. Mk 3:17, Lk 5:1-10). At transfiguration (Mt among. 

12. 3 and noone can say. “J is Lord.” 17.1-13, Mk 9:1-13; Lk 9:28-36). Desire to be Death (Jos 

4 5 sot preach ourselves, but J Christ pane 35-45) Leader of church at 2. Hi 
y fae we J Const }: Gal 2:9). Elder who wrote (Hag 1-2 

cpsies 3in |). Prophet who wrote Reve- 


(Ac 12:12-13:13; 15:37), see MARK. 


JOIN (JOINED) Lely 928 
Pr 23.20 De not) those who drink too much 
2421 and do not) with the rebellious, 
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Dk 1018 ant your 
LEW 1097 strength 
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216 walithe sof your presence 
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S112 ome the J of yoursalvation 
66° 1 Strout with jw Godt, all ihe earth! 
9612 Uhe trees of the forest will stg fOr), 
LOT 22 and tell of Nis works with songs af 
HOLL they ate the J of my Neat 
10.1 A. wine son brings, 10 his father, 
10.28 The prospect of the righioonis is) 
12.20 bury for those who promote peace 
§9/10 overlastinges will crown their heady 
51-11 Gladivess andy will overtake them, 
95.12 You will gooutiny 
14 the baby in my womb leaped for) 
2-10 news of great that will be 
15°11 nd that your may be complete 
16.20 but your grief will tum toy 
2Co_¥) 2 theinoverftowing/ and their 
Php 2 2 then make my complete 
41 and long for, my / aunt erown, 
2:19 For what is our hope, ours 
7 Your love has given me great j 
Heb 12° 2 forthe set before him endured 
Jas 1 2 Consider it pure s, my brothers, 
Pe 18 with an inexpressible and glorious ) 


/ ill be compleve 
Swati Ws toll place 
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2in 4 Ithas given me great /to find some 
Mn 4 Thave no geeatery 

JOYFUL (JOY) 

Ps 100. 2 come before him with songs 

Hab 3:18 Lwill be/ in God my Savior 

ITh 5:16 Bey always, peay continually, 
JUDAH 


1 Son of Jacob by Leah (Ge 29:35; 38:23: 1Ch 
2:1), Tribe of blessed as ruling tribe (Ge 49:8+12; 
Dt 33.7). 

2 Name used for people and land of Southern 
Kingdom 
Jer 13.19 All will be cared into exile, 

Zec 10 4 FromJ will come the comerstone, 
Heb 7:14 that our cord descended from J. 


JUDAISM (JEW) 
Gal 1:13 of my previous way of life inJ. 


JUDAS 

1 Apostle (Lk 6:16; Jn 14:22; Ac 1:13), Prob- 
ably also called Thaddacus (Mt 10:3; Mk 3:18), 

2. Brother of James and Jesus (Mt 13:55; Mk 
6:3), also called Jude Jude 1) 

3. Apostle, also called Iscariot, who betrayed 
Jesus (Mt 10-4; 26:14-56; Mk 3:19: 14:10-50, Lk 
6:16; 22.3-53; Jn 6.71; 12:4, 13:2-30, 18:2-11), 
Suicide of (Mt 27:3-5; Ac 1-16-25) 


JUDGE (JUDGED JUDGES JUDGING 
JUDGMENT) 

Ge 18:25 Will not theJ of al the earth do 
ICh 16:33 forhe comes toy the exh 


Ps 9: 8 He will, the world in righteousness 
Joel 3:12 sit to jall the nations on every side 
Mt 7: 1 Donoty, or you too will be judged 
Jn 12:47 For did not come to the world, 
Ac 17.31 aday when he will j the world 
Ro 2:16 day when God willy men’s secrets 
1Co 4: 3 indeed, Ido noteven/ myself 
6: 2 that the saints will the world? 
Gal 2: 6 noty by external appearance— 
271 4: 1 whowill) the ving and the dead, 
4: 8 which the Lord, the righteous J 
Jas 4.12 There is only one Lawgiver and J 


4:12 who are you to jyour neighbor? 
Rev 20: 4 who had been given authonity to 
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JUDGMENT GUDGK 


DE TTT Ob any ivan. for telonps 1 Gad 
La ieea t-) the wicked will stand inthe), 
119. 66 Teach me knowledge and youd J, 
Pe 6.42 han whe eouienite adultery veal 
12.1 but he wha chases fantasies tach 
Heo 12114 God will bring every deed inn), 
tea 66.16 the Lown will execute / 4 
Mt 8°21 who miudors will be subject tay.” 
10:15 on the day of than for that town 
12/6 have to give aceount on the day of) 
409.22 but has entrusted ally tothe Son, 
7.204 appearanges, and make « Aa 
16 8 tosimand v4 * 
Ro 14:10 stand before God's /seut © 
14.19 Therefore tet us stop pasal 
1Co_ 11.29 body of the Lord eats and drinks J 
2Co_ 5.10 appear before the / seat of Chrint, 
Neb 9:27 to die once, and afer that to face), 
10.27 but only a fearful expectation of, 
1Pe gi Poca en foe n 
Jude <6 bound with ing chains for) 
JUST JUSTICE JUSTIFICATION 
JUSTIFIED JUSTIPY JUSTLY) 
Dt 324 andall bis ways are, 
Ps 7-28 For the Lonp loves the) 
111. 7 of his hands are faithful and j, 
1, 3 doing what is right and / and fair, 
2. 8 for he guards the course of the / 
Da 4:37 does is right and all his ways are J. 
Ro 4:26 astobe / and the ane who justifies 
Heb 2° 2 received its/ punishment, 
Ln 1 9 and and will forgive us Our sins 
Rev 16: 7 true and j are your judgments.” 
JUSTICE (JUST) 
Ex 23. 2 donot pervert, by siding 
23:_6 “Do not deny / 10 your poor people 
Job 37:23 in his/and great righteousness, 
Ps 9: 8 he will govern the peoples with j. 
9:16 The Lorp ts known by his / 
IL The loves; 
45. 6 ascepter of j will be the scepter 
101, 1 Lwill sing of yourlove and j, 


106: 3 Blessed are they who maintain, 


Pr 


Isa 


Jer 
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21:15 When is done. it brings joy 

28. 5 Evil men do not understand j, 

29. 4 By) aking gives acountry stability 
29:26 from the Lor that man gets j. 

9: 7 it with) and righteousness 

2817 L will make, the measuring line 
30.18 For the Loro is a God of j. 

42: 1 and he will bring /to the nations. 
42: 4 till he establishes j on earth 

56: 1 ‘Maintains 
6 
30: 


8. 
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1: 8 “For L. the Lorn, love/; 
11 Lwall discipline you but only with y, 

34.16 L will shepherd the flock with j. 

5:15 maintain, in the courts. 

5:24 But let) roll on like anver, 

7. 9 ‘Administer true j, show mercy 

11:42 you neglect and the love of God. 

3.25 He did thts to demonstrate his j, 
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4:25 and was raised to life for our. 
5:18 of righteousness was jthat brings 
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Mt 16:19 Twill give you the kof the kingdom 
KILL (KILLS) 

Mt_ 17.23 They will khim, and on the third 
KILLS (KILL) 

Lev 24:21 but whoever k a man must be put 
2Co 3; 6 forthe letter k, but the Spirit gives 
KIND (KINDNESS KINDS) 


Ge 1:24 animals, each according to its k.”" 
2Ch 10: 7 “Ifyou will be k to these people 
Pr 11:17 Akman benefits himself, 

12:25 but ak word cheers him up. i 


15:35 With what kof body will they 
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Da + SMe tinan eternal, 
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S. 3 Re thowes as thet of heaven, 


jeast w the ¢ of heaven ts greater 
The fof heaven is hike aman who 
% of heaven is like a mustand seed, 
The tof deaven is like yeast that 
Deawen is habe treasure hakden, 
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{of deaven is he a met that was fet 


man wenter the £of God 
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The é of God is near you.” 
sock hes &. and these things will be 
decause the t of God is within you 


@icied wall not anbent the 
sands over the & 10 Gad the Father 
nas made us to be ad and priests 
the world has become the k 

S (KING) 

2 2 The dof the earth take their stand 
All twill bow down to him 

2 borns are ten k who will come 
2¢ & znd ail those in authority, 
tad the ruler of the 4 of the earth 


KINSMAN-REDEEMER (REDEEM) 
3 9 over me, since youareak 


the Son. lest he be angry 
s lite 2 k on the lips 


KISS 
e 
u 42 te Son of Man with ak?” 


Lt 
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KNOWING (KNOW) 
Ge 25 siya Se ee 
Php 3: 8 of Christ Jesus my Lord, 


KNOWLEDGE (KNOW) by 4 
Ge 2: 9 thetree of the kof and evil. 
fd $Sceoutiaaaat! 
Ps 19% 2 algha afer ane display k. 
73:11 Does the Most High have k?!"—” 
139: 6 Such is too wonderful for me, 
Pr 1: 7 ofthe Loapisthe beginning of, 
10:14 Wise men store up £, 
12: 1 Whoever loves discipline loves k, 
13.16 Every prudent man acts out of k, 
19: 2 tohave zeal without k, 
Isa 11: 9 fullofthekofthe Lorp * 
Hab 2:14 filled with the k of the glory 
Ro 11:33 riches of the wisdom and kof God! 
1Co 8: 1 K puffs up, but love builds up, 
8:11 Christ died, is destroyed by 


fragrance 
+ Stink tet tae Bays Ga ae 
Eph 3:19 toknow this. ‘surpasses 
Col 2: 3 all the treasures of wisdom andk. — 
IT: 6:20 ideas of what is falsely called k, 
Pe 2 pone ial 


KNOWN (KNOW) 
Ps 16:11 Youhavemade k tome the path 


LAND 


LAND 
Ge 1:10 God called the dry ground "1,"* 
LTE“ Levthel; eh 3 
12, 7 To your ot twill give 
Ex 3. 8 a/ flowing with milk and boney— 
Nu 35:33 Do not pollute the /where you are 
Dt 34° 1 Lorpshowed him the whole J— 
Jos 13. 2 "This is the that remains 
14) 4 Levites received no share of the / 
2Ch 7:14 their sin and will heal their / 
7:20 then I will uproot Israel from my f, 
Eze 36.24 and bring you back into your own! 


LANGUAGE 

Ge IL 1 Now the whole world had ape! 

PS 19: 3 Thereis no speech or/ 

Jn 8.44 When he lies, he speaks his native / 
Ac 2: 6 heard them speaking in his own / 
Col 3 8 slander, and filthy / from your lips 
Rev 5. 9 from every tribe and / and people 


LAST (LASTING LASTS LATTER) 
2Sa 23: 1 These are the / words of David 
Isa 44. 6 Lam the first and | amithe I: 

Mt 19:30 But many who are first will be / 
Mk 10°31 are first will be /, and the /first."" 
Jn 15:16 and bear fruit—fruit that will | 


Ro 1:17 ixby faith from firstto / 
2Ti 3. 1 will be terrible times in the / days 
2Pe 3. 3 inthe / days scoffers will come, 


Rev 1:17 Lam the Firstand the L 
22:43 the First and the L, the Beginning 

LASTING (LAST) 

Ex 12:14 tothe Loap—a/ ordinance. 

Ley 24. 8 of the Israelites, as a covenant 

Nu 213 have acovenant of a/ pnesthood, 

Heb 10:34 had better und / possessions 

LASTS (LAST) 

Ps 30: 5 Forhis anger / only a moment, 

2Co 3:11 greater is the glory of that which If 

LATTER (LAST) 

Job 42:12 The Lorn blessed tne/ part 

LAUGH (LAUGHS) 

Ecc 3 4 atime to weep anda time to, 


LAUGHS (LAUGH) 


Ps 2: 4 The One enthroned in heaven I; 
37:13 but the Lord / at the wicked, 


LAVISHED - 


Eph 1. 8 of God's grace that he /on us 
Un 3: | greatis the love the Father has! 
LAW (LAWS) 


Dt 31/11 you shall read this [before them 
31:26 "Take this Book of the L 
Jos |: 8 of the L depart from your mouth: 
Ne 8: 8 from the Book of the L of God 
Ps 1: 2 andomhis he meditates day 
19: 7 The / of the Lop is perfect. 
119: 18 wonderful things in your! 
119: 72 / from your mouth is more precious 
119: 97 Oh, how I love your // 
119:165 peace have they who love your/, 
Isa 8:20 To the /and to the testimony! 
Jer 31-33 “*I will put my /in their minds 
Mt 5:17 that I have come to abolish the L 
7-12 sums up the L and the Prophets 
22:40 Alll the L and the Prophets hang 
Lk 16:17 stroke of a pen to drop out of the L 
Jn 1-17 Forthe/ was given through Moses, 
Ro 2:12 All whosin apa from the / will 
2:15 of the / are wnitten on their hearts, 
5:13 for before the / was given, 
5:20 | was added so that the trespass 
6:14 because you are not under /, 
7. 6 released from the / so that we serve 
7:12 Lis holy, and the commandment is 
8: 3 For what the / was powerless todo 
10; 4 Christ is the end of the / 
13:10 love ts the fulfillment of the 
Gal 3:13 curse of the / by becoming a curse 
3.24 So the / was put in charge to lead us 


ve this f."* 


Gal 53 to ‘the whole 1 
A peabeate forthe tieeeel ae 
$:14 The entire /is summed up 

Heb 7.19 (for the I made nothing perfect), 

~ eee 

as fect 
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2Th 2: 3 and the man of /is revealed, 

2. 7 power of / is already at work: 
Un 3: 4 sins breaks the laws infact, sims 
LAWS (LAW), 
Ley 25:18 and be careful to, 4 
Ps tio SD Umea bane 1 

119: 120 I stand inawe ofyourh, 

Heb 8:10 I will putmy / in their minds 

10:16 I will put my / in thetr hears, 


LAY (LAID LAYING) 

Job 22:22 and {up his words in your heart. 

Isa 28:16 "See. I/a stone in Zion, 

Mt 8:20 of Mamas no place to/ his head.”” 

Jn 10:15 and 1 down my life for the sheep. 
15.13 that be down his life 

1Co 3:11 noonecan / any foundation other 

Un 3:16 And we oughtto down our lives 

Rev 4:10 They /theircrowns: 

LAYING (LAY). 

ITi $5.22 Do not be hasty in the / on of hands 

Heb 6. 1 not/again the foundation 


LAZARUS 
1. Poor man in Jesus’ parable (Lk 16:19-31). 
2. Brother of Mary and Martha 
raised from the dead (Jn, 11:1-12:19). 


LAZY 
Pr 10; 4 Lhands make aman poor, 
Heb 6:12 Wedo not want you to become /, 
LEAD (LEADERS LEADERSHIP LEADS 
LED) 
Ex 15:13 “In your unfailing love you will / 
Ps 27:11 Ime ina straight 
61: 2 / me to the rock that is higher 
139: 24 and / me in the way everlasting. 
143: 10 [me on level ground. 
Ecc 5: 6 Donotlet your mouth / you 
Isa 1 6 anda litle culd will them. 
Da 12: 3 those who/ many to righteousness, 
Mt — 6:13 And/us not into temptation, 
In 3: 7 donot let anyone you astray: 


LEADERS (LEAD) 
Heb 13: 7 Remember your/, who spoke 
13:17 Obey your /and submit 
LEADERSHIP (LEAD) 
Ro 12; 8 ifiris/, let him gover diligently, 


LEADS (LEAD) 
Ps 23: 2 he/ me beside quiet waters, 
Pr 19:23 The fear of the Loro [to life: 
Isa 40:11 he gently /those that have young. 
Mt 7:13 and broad is the road that! 
15:14 Ifa blind man /a blind man, 
Jn 10: 3 sheep by name and! them out, 
Ro 14:19 effort to do what! to peace 
2Co 2:14 always / us in triumphal procession 


LEAH 
Wife of Jacob (Ge 29: 16-30); bore six sons 
one daughter (Ge 29:31-30:21; 34:1; 35:23). 


LEAN 

Pr 3: 5 /noton your own understanding; 
LEARN (LEARNED LEARNING) 

Isa 1:17 fo doright! 

Mt 11:29 yoke upon you and / from me, 


LEARNED (LEARN) 
Php 4:11 forlhave/ tobe content whatever 
2Ti 3:14 continue in what you have / 
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Mk 5) 9°"My names L.""be pied, 
LEND (LENDS) 7 
Dt 1S: 8 frecly him whateverhe needs. 
Ps 37:26 are always generous and { freely: 
Lk 6:34 if you / to those from whom you 
LENDS (LEND) 4 " 
Pr 19:17 tothe poor/tothe Lom, 


LENGTH (LONG), . 
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6 Ioethe lis Tare Sob pees 


27h 3:1 Ha oe oars n 


LEVI (LEVITES) P 

1. Son of acob by Leah (Ge 29:34: 46:11 1Ch 
2.1). Tribe of blessed (Ge 49:5-7; Dt 33: mw 
chosen as priests (Nu 3-4), numbered (Nu 
26:62), allotted cities, but aot and (Nw 19:35: 14 
10:9; Jos 13:14; 21), land (Eze 48:8-22), 12,000 
from (Rev 


7). 


2. See MATTHEW. 


LEVITES (LEVI) — 
Nu 1:53 The L are to be: 
8: 6 ‘Take the L from among the other 
18:21 I give to the Lal the tithes in Israel 
LEWDNESS 
Mk 7:22 malice, deceit, /, envy, slander, 


LIAR (LIE) 

Pr 19:22 better to be poor than a!, 

Jn 8:44 forhe is a/ and the father of lies. 
Ro 3: 4 LetGodbe true, and every man a/. 


and LIBERATED* 


Ro 8:21 that the creation itself will be 


LIE (LIAR LIED LIES LYING) 

Lev 19:11 * “Donotl. 

Nu 23:19 God is nota man, that he should /, 
Dt 6: 7 when you/ down and when you get 
Ps 23: 2 me/ down in green pastures, 

Isa 11. 6 US lead io 
Eze 34:14 they will I down in good grazi 

1 aa ig aged a ah of Gutiorg 
% 9 Donot/toeach other, 

b 6:18 which itis impossible for God tol, 
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MA 1048 fy give tis (as a ranean For many“ 
E12 TS a anaa’s falows Ok CONAtSt 
12-22 der not Worry about yOu f 
14.20 even bis owe & he canitot be my 
14 trctvimewas aint thar # was 
415 beheves in him muy have eternal f 
4.46 believes ia the Son has erernal f 
4.14 of water welling up to eternal 4." 
5M him who seat me tas eternal / 
6.35 Jesus declared, “Tam the bread of f 
O47 he who believes has everlasting f 
6.68 You have the words of eternal { 
10-10 Thave come that they may have l 
10:15 and Elay down my [for the sheep 
10:28 I give them eternal /, and they shall 
1128 "Lan the resurrection and the f 
14.6 arn the way and the truth andl the / 
15-13 lay down has / for his fiends. 
20°31 that by believing you may have / 
Ac 14-48 appointed foreternal / believed 
Ro 4.25 was ntised (o./ for our justification 
6.13 have been brought from death to / 
6:23 but the gift of God is eternal / 
8-38 convinced that neither death nor l, 
ICo 15.19 Ifonly forthis /we have hope 
2Co_ 3. 6 letter kills, bur the Spinit gives 
Gal 2-20 The/ I live inthe body, Hive 
Eph 4: | Lurge youto live af worthy 
Php 2.16 as you hold out the word of / 
Col 1:10 order that you may live a/ worthy 
HTh 4:12 sothat your daily may win 
IT) 4: 8 forboth the present /and the / 
416 Watch your /and doctrine closely 
6:19 hold of the /that is truly / 
27) 3:12 to liveagodly Jin ChnistJesus will 
Jas 1/12 crown of / that God has promised 
3:13 Let him show it by his good /. 
Pe 3:10 “Whoever would love / 
2Pe | 3 givenus everything we need for! 
IJn 3:14 we have passed from death to, 
5:11 has given us eternal /, and this /is 
Rey 13. 8 wnitten inthe book of / belonging 
20:12 was opened, which is the book of / 
21-27 wntten in the Lamb’s book of /. 
22, 2 side of the river stood the tree of / 


LIFT (LIFTED) 
Ps 121. 1 [up my eyes to the hills— 

134. 2 Lup your hands in the sanctuary 
La 34} Letus/ up our beans and our 
IT) 2: B everywhere to / up holy hands 
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S214 his form rad acon 
Re 1A Soninthet sinful nan 
8:29 (0 be conformed tw the fof 


Jos 9 who ve Neer nace nay 


LILIES 
Lk 1227 "Consider how the f grow 


LION 
7 and the / will eat straw like the ox. 
» 8 around like aroaring Hooking 
ae See. the Lot the uibe of 5 


» 2 From the /of children and infants 

1 his praise will always be on my /, 

119171 May my J overflow with praj 

Pro: 3 He wh guards hia puss Bie 
27, 2 someone else, and not yourown |. 

Isa 6: $ For} amaman of unclean /, 

Mt 21:16 "From the fof children: 

Col 3: 8 and filthy language from yours. 

LISTEN (LISTENING LISTENS) 

Dt 30:20 (10 his voice, and hold fast to him. 

Pr Ls S let the wise Hand add 

Jn 10:27 My sheep [to my voice: | know 

Jas 1°19 Everyone should be quick tof, 
1.22 Do not merely / to the word, 

LISTENING (LISTEN) 

1Sa 3: 9 Speak, an SSSR peta 

Pr 18:13 He who answers before /— . 


LISTENS (LISTEN) ° 
Pr 12:15 buta wise man /to advice, oén) 
LIVE (ALIVE LIFE LIVES LIVING) 


Ex 20:12 sothat youmay /long 

33.20 for no one may see me and /.* 
Dt 8 3 to teach you that man does not! 
Job 14:14 ff aman dies, will he /again” 
Ps 119:175 Let me/ that I may praise you, 
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LOOKING (LOOK) 
2Co 10, 7 You are fonly on the wuttioe 
Row 8 6 Leawa Lamb, (mcf had been 


LOOKS (LOOK) 

1Su 16. 7 Man (atthe outward appeurmnce, 
Ld 9:62 and / back ts for service 

Php 221 Foreveryone /out 


LORD? (LORD'S! LORDING) 
Ne 4.14 Remember the /., who ts great 
Job 28-28 “The fear of the L— that is windom, 
Ps S44 the L isthe one who sustains me 
62.12 and that you, OL, are loving 
#6. 5 You wre forgiving and good, Ol. 
1101 The Lowp says to my & 
147, S Great is ourd und migtity in power 
In 6 1 Tsaw the £ seated on u throne: 
Da 9 4 OL. the great and awesome God 
Mt 3 3 ‘Prepare the way for the L 
4 7 ‘De not put the £ your God 
Ni 


44 For he says, Phe L said to my L 
TH the £ has dene this 

29 the 1 our God, the dis one 

9 glory of the / shone around them, 
6-46 “Why do you call me, "LL. 
10:27 “Love the! your God 


Ac 221 onthe name of the L will be saved 
16.31 replied, “Beheve in the d Jesus, 
Ro 10: 9 with your mouth, “Jesus is. 


10.13 on the name of the L will be saved 
12-11 your spiritual fervor. serving the / 
14 8 we live tothe L. and iiwe die 
1.31 Let him who bousts boast in the L 
4 the é has assigned w each bis task 
7 34 10 be devoted te the Lin both body 
10,9 We should not test the Z. 
11 23 For L received from the £ what | 
123 “Jesus is.L, "except by the Holy 
15:57 victory through our Jesus Christ 
16.22 Ifanyone does not love the 
3:17 Now the / isthe Spirtt, 
5 they gave themselves first (o the L 
10-17 Lot him who beasts boast in the £ 
6:14 in the cross of our Jesus Christ, 
4 Sone L. one faith. one baptism, 
5:10 and find out what pleases the / 
5:19 make music in your heart to the L. 
2.11 confess that Jesus Christ is 
3. | my brothers, rejoice in the L! 
4. 4 Rejoice in the L always 
2. 6 a¢ you recerved Chnist Jesus as L, 
3.17 do itall in the name of the L Jesus, 
3.23 as working for the L. not for men, 
4-17 work you have received in the L 
1Th 312 May the /. make your love increase 
5 
5 
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ICo 


2Co 


Gal 
Eph 


Php 


Col 


2 day of the L will come like a thief 
23 at the coming of our L Jesus Christ 
2Th 2 | the comingof our £ Jesus Christ 
271 2.19""The/. knows those who are his,” 
Heb 12:14 holiness no one will see the L 
13: 6 Lismy helper, I will not be afraid 
Jas 4:10 Humble yourselves before the L 
IPe 1.25 the word of the /. stands forever ™* 
3 you have tasted that the L 1s good 
15 in your hearts set apart Chnstas L 
16 and coming of our L Jesus Christ, 
| the sovereign L who bought 
3. 9 The isnot slow in keeping his 
14 the £ is coming with thousands 
4. 8 holy, holy ts the God Almighty, 
4:11 "You are worthy, ourL and God, 
17:14 he 1s of lords and King of kings— 
22:20 Come, L Jesus 
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2Pe | 


Jude 
Rev 


LORD'St (LORD?) 

Ac 2-14 and said, “The £ will be done.” 

1Co 10:26 “The earth 1s the L. and everything 
11-26 you proclaim the Z death 


2Co 3:18 faces all reflect the Lglory, 


This entry represents the translation of the Hebrew name for God, 
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LORDING? (LORDT, 
Ie $9 not Hover Mowe entrusted to yen, 
LORD) (LORD'S) ey 


Ge 4 When the f, Gra iwase me 
9 Wet ed formed ti ae u 


i) he 
18.14 fo anything tow hued for the 1." 
M49 May thet. 


lary of the L fills the whole earth, 
‘years the L your God bas 
the J. your God, arn a jealous Ged, 
The L-our God, the f. is one . 
Love the L. your God 
16 Do not test the L-yaur God 
i ‘To the £. your God belong 


11 1 Love the your God and is 
28: | If you fully obey the /. your 
30:16 today to love the L your God, 
30:20 For the L ts your life, and be will 
31-6 forthe L your God goes with you, 
Jo 22: $ wlove the / your God, 10 
24.15 my household, we will servethe 
184 1:28 So now give him w the L 
2 2 ‘There is noone holy like the L., 
712 Pipedinknprersen 
12:22 his great name the /. will not reject 
15:22 “Does the 1. delight 
28a 22° 2 "The semy rock. my fortress 
IKi 2. 3 and observe what the /. your God 
#:11 the glory of the L filled his verple: 
8:61 fully committed to the L our God, 
18:21 Ifthe L is God, follow him; 
2Ki 14/23 Bur the L was gracious to them 
1Ch 16: 8 Givethanks to the L, call 
1623 Sing wo the L. all the earth; 
28: 9 forthe L searches every heart 
29:1) OL. isthe and the power 
2Ch 5:14 the glory of the L filled the ternple 
16: 9 of the L range throughout the earth 
19° 6 judging for man but for the L. 
30; 9 forthe L your God is gracious 
Ne 1 5 Then! said: “OL. Godot heaven, 
Job 1.21 L gave and the L has taken away: 
38: | the L answered Job out 
42, 9 and the L accepted Job's prayer 
2 But his delight is in the law of the L 
9: 9 The L 1s. .refuge for the oppressed, 
12. 6 And the words of the L are flawless 
16; 8 [have setthe L always before me 
18:30 the word of the L 1s flawless 
19: 7 The law of the L is perfect, 
19:14 OL, my Rock and my Redeemer 
23: | The Lismy shepherd, {shall not be 
23: 6 [will dwell in the house of the L 
27: 1 The Lismy light and my salvation 
27. 4 tw gaze upon the beauty of the L 
29: 1 Ascribe to the L, O mighty ones, 
32: 2 whose sin the L does not count 
33:12 is the nation whose God is the L., 
33:18 But the eyes of the £ are 
34. 3 Glorify the L with mes 
34: 7 The angel of the L encamps 
34; 8 Taste and see that the L 1s good, 
34:18 The Lis close to the: 
37; 4 Delight yourself in the L. 
40; 1 [waited patiently for the L; 
47: 2 How awesome is the L Most High, 
48: 1 Greatisthe L. and most worthy 
$5.22 Cast your cares on the L 
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Bia ba tery none 
32: 2 Thel tthe Maker of ther all | 


1h 2 The 
1h. 9 full of the knowledge of the £ 

12; 2 The L, the L.. is my strength 

‘24: | the L ts going to lay-waste the earth 
25: & The Sovereign L will wipe away 
29:15 to hide their plans froxn the L., 

33: 6 the fear of the L is the key 

35:10 the ransomed of the L will remrn. 
40: 5 the glory of the L will be revealed. 
40: 7 the breath of the L blows on them, 
40:10 the Sovereign L comes with power. 
40:28 The L 1s the everlasting God. 
40:31 but those who hope inthe L. 

42; 8 ‘Lam the £; that is my name’ 
43:11 Levent, am the L 

44:24 Lam theL. 

45: 5 TamtheL, and there is no other; 
45:21 Was itnotl, the L? 

Sol] The ransomed of the L will return. 
53: 6 and the L has laid on him 

‘and the will of the L will prosper 
‘Seek the L while he may be found: 
58: 8 of the will be yourrear guard 
58:11 The L will guide you always; 
59: 1 the arm of the L 1s not too short 
61; 3 aplanting of the L 


Yahweh, always indicated im the NIV by Lomo. Fer Lord. see the soncandance entries LORD? and LORD'S 
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thirst chee Ph 
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” > inthe man whe rust lathe Le 
La 3.40 and Tec us return tothe J. 
tae Tan of oa thnoas te Sere aay 
Nox 1. T horsemen, uit hy the d their Goat" 
4 Fiabe op me ye 
mi } | eaemiertaats 
ve or 
211 Theday of the di 
S14 Bor the day of the £ is new 
Ant S18 hong forthe day ofthe L? 
Jobb) But Jonah ran away from the 
Mic 4 2 uptothe mountain of the, 
vm | i iec etme 
ia es Ve on his 
1.3 Med isstow to 
Mats 2:4 knowledge oft ga ofthe L. 
220 But the £ is in his holy temple} 
Zep 4.12 The £ your God ix with you, 
Zee 117 and the /. will again comfort Zion 
9:16 The. their God will save them 


14.5 Then the L my God will come, 
14. 9 The d will be king. 
Mal 4: S and dreadful day of the L comes” 


LORD'S} (LORD!) 

Ex 64:4 he entered the L 

Nu 4:41 youdisobeying the £ command? 

Dt 6:18 isinght and good in the £ sight, 
32:9 For the Z portion is his people, 

Jos 21.48 Notone of all the L good promises 

Ps 24. 1 The earth is the £, and everything 
32:10 but the £ unfailing love 

89. 1 ofthe great love forever, 

103: 17 Love 1s with those who fearhim, 
Pr 3:11 donot despise the L discipline 
Isa 24:14 west they acclaim the L majesty. 

62: 3 of splendor in the L hand, 

Jer 48:10 lax in doing the L work! 
La 3:22 of the Z great love we are not 
Mic 4: 1 of the temple will be established 


LOSE (LOSES LOSS LOST) 

1Sa 17:32 '*Letno one/ hearton account 

Mt 10:39 Whoever finds his life will /it, 

Lk 9:25 and yet /or forfeithis very self? 

Jn © 6:39 that I shall {none of all thathe has 

Heb 12: 3 will not grow weary and/heart 
12: 5 donot/ heart when he rebukes you 


LOSES (LOSE) 

Mt 5:13 Butif the salt /its saltiness, 

Lk 15, 4 you has a hundred sheep and/ one 
15: 8 hasten silver coins and / one. 


LOSS (LOSE) 
Ro 11:12 and their / means niches 

1Co 3:15 he will suffer /; he himself will be 
Php 3. 8 [consider everything a! compared 


LOST (LOSE) 

Ps 73. 2 [had nearly / my foothold. 

Jer 50: 6 ‘My people have been / sheep 

Eze 34. 4 the strays or searched for the / 
34:16 for the / and bring back the strays. 

Mi 18:14 any of these little ones should be /. 

Lk 1S) 4 go after the / sheep until he finds it? 
15. 6 with me, I have found my / sheep.” 
15. 9 with me, [have found my /coin,* 
15.24 is alive again; he was /and is found 
19:10 to seek and to save what was /."" 

Php 3. 8 for whose sake I have /all things 


LOT (LOTS) 
Nephew of Abraham (Ge 11:27; 12:5), Chose 

to live in Sodom (Ge 13). Rescued from four 
kings (Ge 14), Rescued from Sodom (Ge 19:1-29; 
2Pe 27). Fathered Moab and Ammon by his 
daughters (Ge 19:30:38), 
Est 3. 7 the /) in the presence of Haman 

924 the |) for their ruin and destruction 
Pr 16.33 The /is cast into the lap, 

1K 18 Casting the / settles disputes 


to anger, abounding i 

11 so greatis his {for those who fear 

Sotelo ee 

4 For great is your /, higher 

| 11the ono, forbear my 

8: | his/endures forever. 

ts 47 because I/ them, 
119: {4 The eats fled with your, 
119: 76 May your unfailing / bemy 
119: 97 Oh, how L/ your law! 
{Dil betel fea pee 
119/124 your servant according to your! 
119;132 to those who / yourname. 
119:159 O Lorp, according to your (, 
119:163 but I /your law, 
HH er peace have they who/ your law, 
i 6 “May those who / you be secure, 
130: 
136: 
143: 
145, 
145: 
147. 


4: 6 Ther, “tuck 
5:19 you ever be captivated by her | 

8:17 L/ those who | me, 

9: # rebuke a wise man and he will / you 
10:12 but / covers over all wrongs. 

14:22 those who plan whais good fad 


LOVED 


11 betnye rooted anid extabtiabod Inf, 
18 wie High ani dewp in the LoL Cari, 
19 anid 10 kev tibet surf asneD. 
2 tearing! Th ute aruatter inf 
1 Wonton, speaking the truth in 
2 loved children andl five 9 fife ot f 
25 Fyour wives, juntas Christ loved 
24 ustyans ouplt to dthuie wives 
11 acl ne of you wloee murat Fibs weit 
9 thot your finay abound mare 
2 having the same f. being one 
SF thot spring from the hope that by 
2 lw heart and united inf, 
14 Anil over all these Virtues pat ond, 
19 your wives ind dk not be hur 
4 your labwir prompted by |. 
49 taught by God to each other 
5) Kon faith and! as breastplate, 
27h 1 5 direct your hearty ad's / 
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ITI L$ The goal of this coninand ik 
2.15 Land holiness with propriety 
4.12 in life, in, tn faith und in purity 


6/10 For the fof money is » root 
6-1 faith, /, endurance and jentleness 
2Ti 17 of power, of fund af self-diveipline 


2.22 and pursue righteousness, faith, ( 
4,10 faith, patience, f, endurance, 
Tit 2 4 women to /theirhushands 
Phin 9 yot Tuppeal ta you on the bubis of 
Heb 6 10 and the /you have shown him 


10:24 may spur one another on toward / 

14. 5 free fromthe /of money 
Jas 112 promised to those who / him, 

2. 5 he promised thove who (him? 
2 8 L- your neighbor ax yourself," 
2 the ith so that you have sincere! 
122 Jone another deeply 
2:17 Lthe brotherhood of believers, 
3. 8 be sympathetic, / as brothers, 
4:10 "Whoever would [ite 
4 8 Above all, each other deeply, 
4: 8 [covers over a multitude of sins 
5:14 Greet one another with a kiss of / 
2Pe 1. 7-and w brotherly kindness, / 
1.17 This is my Son, whom I lp 
Vn 2 § God"s fis truly made complete 
2.15 Do not (the world or anything 
4. 1 How great is the / the Father has 
1-10 anyone who does not / his brother 
4:11 We should fone another 
3:14 Anyone who does not {remains 

3:16 This is how we know what ls: 

3:18 [et usnot / with words or tongue 

§.25 to fone another as he commanded 

4. 7 Deur friends. let us / one another, 

4 7 for/ comes from God 

4) 8 Whoever does not does not know 

4. 9 This is how God showed his / 

4:10 This is not that we loved God, 

4.11 we also ought (o/ one another: 

4-12 and his [1s made complete in Us 

4:16 God is! 

4:16 Whoever lives in lives in God, 

4:17 Lis made complete among us 

4/18 Butperfect / drives out fear, 

4.19 We I because he first laved us 
4.20 Ifanyone says, “I/God,” 
42 
5 
3 


1Pe 


1 loves God must also / his brother 
2 we know that we [the children 
3 This is /for God; to obey his 
Qin S$ Jask that we / one another. 
6 his command is that you walk in/. 
6 this is / that we walk in obedience 
12 men are blemishes at your/ feasts, 
21 Keep yourselves in God's / 
2. 4 Youhave forsaken your first, 
3.19 Those whom I / [rebuke 
2.11 they did not / their lives somuch 


LOVED (LOVE) 

Ge 24:67 she became bis wife, and he / her. 
29:30 and he / Rachel more than Leah 
37 3 Now Israel Joseph more than any 

Di 7. 8 Butit was because the LoRD/ you 

{Sa | S adouble portion because he / her 
20:17 because he hum as he / himself 


Me S44 3 lightot yon foee, 


Jer A Nomestwseyea eee ea 


ALT have Lyd saith an eco tnatiny. 
Hoe 22) wih. even Nes np tome 

Cy 

010 Tec wo vile we ee thing they 
baal |1! 3 Bigot tow Reet a 
eee 
Mb 12: 6 lef to wend, a won, whoeahe 
5.16 80 the wari that he wave hie one 


18. 9 The Father hae / 110, 60 have Hihyou, 
15.12 Lowe onch other as t have (you 
19)26 the disciple whoun te f handing 
Ro 8:97 conquerors through him who Fay, 
919 Saoob 11, but Hawu thawed” 


25 her “my Lone’ who ie not my Fane,” 
11:28 thoy are fon account 
Gal 2°20 who Tine and guive bimeelf forme 
Uiph 5: 2-av Christus and gave himself up 
5:25 just ws Chrigt /the churwh 
21h 2:16 who / us and by his price Lad 
21) 4.10 for Demas, because he (this world, 
Heb 1 9 Youhave/ ny 
Hn ot 10 This islove: not that we / Gad 


ALL] Dear friends, since God so ls, 
4:19 We love because he fir (us 


LOVELY (LOVE) 
Ps 84. | How /is yourdwelling place, 
$8 2.14 and your face ix. 
5:16 he is altogether |. 
Php 4 # whatever is/, whatever is 


VER (LOVE) 

SS 2:16 Heloved My Li» mine.and I arn hig; 
7.10 { belong to my /, 

IT) 3. 3 pot quurrelsome, not a / of money 


LOVERS (LOVE) 

211 3: 2 People will be of thomselves, 
4, 3 without self-control, brutal, not 
3 4 [of pleasure rather thin / of God— 


LOVES (LOVE) 
Ps 1h Thel justice: 
33: 5 The Lono / righteousness: 
34.12 Whoever of you life 
91:14 Because he / me,” says the Loup, 
127: 2 forhe grants sleep to those he / 
Pr 312 the Lor disciplines those he /, 
12: | Whoever discipline / knowledge, 
13:24 he who / him ts careful 
17,17 A friend / at all times, 
17:19 He whof a quarrel! (sin, 
22.11 He who / a pure heart and whose 
Ecc 5:10 whoever/ wealth is never sutisfied 
Mt 10:37 anyone who / his son or daughter 
Lk 7:47 has been forgiven little / little ** 
Jn 3:35 Father (the Son and hus placed 
10,17 reason my Father | me is that I Lay 
12:25 The man who / his life will lose it, 
14:21 obeys them, he is the one who I me, 
14.23 Jesus replied, ““Ifanyone /me, 
Ro 13: 8 forhe who/ his fellowman has 
9 7 forGod | 4 cheerful giver. 
Eph 5:28 He who/his wife / himself, 
5:33 must love his wife as be / himself, 
Heb 12: 6 the Lord disciplines those he , 
{Jn 2:10 Whoever / his brother lives 
2:15 Lfanyone / the world, the love 
4. 7 Everyone who / has been born 
4:21 Whoever { God must also love his 
5: 1 who / the father / his child 
3n_ + 9 but Diotrephes, who / to be first, 
Rev 1) 5 Tohim who! us and has freed us 


LOVING (LOVE) 
Ps 25:10 All the ways of the Lop are / 
62:12 and that you. O Lord, are 
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io N69 "Conn over 0 M wed help us.” a 
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Ge WO ees, on 7 

Li nenteLasGelmpconn 


‘hrough whoen he m the universe. 
‘Worship hira whe m the beaver, 


Heb 1 2 
Rev 14 7 
MAGI 
Mt 2: 1M from the east came to Jerusalem 
MAGOG 

Eze 38: 2 of the land of M. the cluct prince 


‘M: 6 Twill send fire oo M 
Rev 20 § and M— to gather there fur bauthe 


MAIDEN 

Pr 0119 and the way of aman with 
Isa 62. 5 Aswyoung man marries am. 
Jer 2.32 Dewy am forget her jewelry, 


MAIMED 
Mt 18 8 This better for you to enter life m 


MAJESTIC (MAJESTY) 
Ex 1S 6 wasmin power 
1511 minholiness, 
Ps & | howmis'your name tall the earth 
29: 4 the voice of the Loma ism 
111. 3 Glorious and m are his deeds. 
SS 6:10 masthe stars in procession? 
2Pe 1-17 came to him from the M Glory. 


MAJESTY (MAJESTIC) 
Ex 15: 7 Inthe greatness of your m 
Dt 33:26 and on the clouds in his m. 
ICh 16:27 Splendor and m are before im, 
Est |- 4 the splendor and glory of his m 
Job 37:22 God comes mawesome m 
40:10 and clothe yourself in hana and 
Ps 45. 4 Inyourm nde forth victorwously 
93: oc ecopdya on bbe 1s Obed tn me 
110; 3 Arrayed.in holy m. 
145. 5 af the glorious splendor of your m. 


2Pe 1:16 but we were cyewrtnesses of bis mt. 
Jude 25 only God our Savior be glory, #. 
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MAREN (MARK), 
TREES On Le 


MARING (MARE) 


Ww A 


1S 19 mewine the stinple 
Voy 12 12 Ober Wii toch throne tana eral, 
by MIN AV eoqnntl with Ghent 


Ay) S16 er the MMOL aT every apply, 


MALE 

Ge 1 2F rain Fenvate he ermated then 
Gal E28 slave nor thee, at noe female, 
MATLIOR (MALICIOUS) 

Ro 1 28 wwivter, state, degett and an 


OO} Se stand, and flthy language 
Ie 2 Lindl yourselves of allan 


MALICTOUS (MALICR) 

NY 2M Am man disguises hinvelf 

11) UTE Sater talkers but temperate: 
© 4 metalk, evil suspicions 


MAN (MEN WOMAN WOMEN) 
Ge 1.26 Lotus make min our image, 
2) Goxt formed the mt from the dust 
218 forthe m to be alone 
2.23 she was taken out atin 
9 © Whoever sheds the blood of mm, 
DX 8 dn does not live an bread 
1Sa_ 1314 a matter his own heart 
15.29 he ps nota mthathe 
Job 14) LAC bom of woman is of fow 
14:14 La medies, will he live 
PS 11 Blessed is the m who does 
8. 4 what is am that you are 
119° 9 cana young m keep bis 
127) S Blessed is the m whose quiver 
Pr 14:12 that seems nghtto am, 
30:19 way of am with a maiden. 
Isa 53; 3 amof sorrows, 
Mt 19 S amwill leave his father 
Mk 8:36 What good is it foram 
Lk 4) 4M does not live on bread 
Ro $:12 entered the world through one m 
1Co 7. 2 each m should have his own 
1h, 3 head of every mis Christ, 
11: 3 head of woman is m 
13:11 When I became am, 
Php 2: 8 found in appearance as am, 
IT: 2: S themChnst Jesus, 


19 Wise 


MARITAL ahah 
ny Raat Mau 


tinh ‘ian 


MANIK (MAMA) 
PP ‘i ih 


ie mn f 


L401 

How 116 eres 
MARKS (MARK) 
Jn 20129 Unions fee te ni i 
wy rien & 
MARKED 
tn S214 bso yo ma ane 
MARKIAGK (MARRY) + 
Mi SRA nals ier Sos iver inn, 

i arte 
Ne 1), 4 by all, and the m bed kept pure, 
MARRIED (MARRY) 


Ro 7 2 by lawam woman ix bound 

Wo 227 ‘Are you m? Do not seek a divorce, 
139 Batam man it 
7.46 They should get m, 


MARRIES (MARRY) 


Mt 5; ci end anyone RDS Fea 
19. 9 and m another woman commits. 
Uk 16: ri the man whom adivorced woman 


MARRY (INTERMARRY MARITAL 
MARRIAGE MARRIED MARRIES) 
Mt 22:30 resurrection people will neither m. 
1Co 7: 1 [tis good fora man not tom, 

1. 9 control themselves, they should m, 
i Sd So I counsel younger tom, 


MARTHA® 
Sine of Mary and Lazarus (Lk 10:38-42; Jn vaorrare 
1; 12:2) Ps 
MARVELED MEDITATION® 

Lk 2:33 mother m at what was said about Posing 
MARY 104: 34 iny 


1. Mother of Jesus (Mt 1:16-25; Lk 1:27-56; 2: MEDIUM 
1-40). With Jesus at temple (Lk. 3415) atthe” Ley 20:27: 


wedding in Cana (Jn 2:1-5), 
ty (Mk 3:21), a tbo.coes Ge Was 2h amg bea IEE 
disciples after Ascension (Ac 1:14). 

2. Magdalene; former demoniac (Lk 8:2), te ob 
Helped support Jesus’ ministry (Lk 8:1-3). At the 
cross (Mt 27:56; Mk 15:40; Jn 19:25), burial (Mt 
27:61; Mk 15:47), Saw angel after 


MEET 


MEET (MEETING) 

Ps 85:10 Love and faithfulness m together, 
Am 4:12 prepare to m your God, O Israel. 
1Th 4.17 them in the clouds to m the Lord 
MEETING (MEET) 

Heb 10:25 Letus not give up m together, 
MELCHIZEDEK 

Ge 14:18 Mf king of Salem brought out bread 


Ps 110; 4 inthe onder of Mf.” 
Heb 7:11 in the order of M, notin the order 


MELT 
2Pe 3:12 and the elements will min the heat 


MEMBERS 


Mic 7: 6 aman’s enemies are the m 
Ro 7:23 law at work in the m of my body, 
12: 4 of us has one body with many m, 
1Co_ 6:15 not know that your bodies are m 
12:24 But God has combined the m 
Eph 4:25 for we are all m of one body. 
Col 3:15 as mof one body you were called 
MEN (MAN) 
Mt 4:19 will make you fishers of m 
5:16 your light shine before m 
12:36 m will have to give account 
Jn 12:32 will draw all m to myself 
Ac 5.29 obey God rather than m/ 
Ro 1:27 indecent acts with other m, 
5:12 death came to all m, 
9:22 all things to all m 


1Co 

2Co 
4 wants all mto be saved 
2 entrust to reliable m 

121 but m spoke from God 


MENAHEM 
King of Israet (2Ki 15:17-22) 


MERCIFUL (MERCY) 

Dt 4:31 the Lorp your God is am God, 
Ne 9:31 for you are a gracious and m God. 
Mt 5: 7 Blessed are the m, 

Lk 6:36 Be m, justas your Father ism. 
Heb 2:17 in order that he might become am 
Jude 22 Be mo those who doubt; snatch 


MERCY (MERCIFUL) 

Ex 33:19 mon whom | will have m, 

Ps 25; 6 OLorp, your great mand love, 

Isa 63: 9 and m he redeemed them; 

Hos 6: 6 For! desire m, not sacrifice, 

Mic 6; 8 Toactjustly and (o love m 

Hab 3: 2 in wrath remember m. 

Mt_ 12: 7 'Idesire m, not sacrifice,” you 
23:23 justice, m and faithfulness 

Ro 9:15 “I will have m on whom I have m, 

2: 4 whois nich in m, made us alive 

2:13 M triumphs over judgment! 

IPe 1. 3 Inhhis great m he has given us new 


MESSAGE 
Isa 53:1 Who has believed our m 


Jn 12:38 **Lord, who has believed our m 
Ro 10:17 faithcomes from hearing the m, 


1Co 1:18 For the m of the cross is 

2Co 5:19 to us the m of reconciliation. 

MESSIAH® 

Jn 1:41 “We have found the M”” (thatis, 
4:25 “I know that M™’ (called Christ) “*is 


METHUSELAH 


Ge 5:27 Altogether, M lived 969 years, 


MICHAEL, 
Archangel (Jude 9), warrior in angelic realm, 

protector of Israel (Da 10:13, 21; 12:1; Rev 12:7) 

MIDWIVES 

Ex 1:17 Them, however, feared God 

MIGHT (ALMIGHTY MIGHTY) 

Jdg 16:30 Then he pushed with all his m. 


43 


6:14 before the Loan with all his m, 


21:13 we will sing and praise your m. 
4: 6 "Notby mnorby power 
!T) 6:16 To him be honor and m forever 


the names of David's m men: 


‘The Lorn: 


7 he ism to save 
0 in the Lord and in his m power, 


3 
& 


1Co 3: 2 Igave you m, not solid food, 
Heb 5:12 Younéed m, not solid food! 
IPe 2: 2 babies, crave pure spiritual m, 


MILLSTONE (STONE) 
Lk 17: 2 sea with am tied around his neck 


MIND (DOUBLE-MINDED MINDFUL 
MINDS) 


1Sa_ 15:29 Israel does not lie of change his m; 
1Ch 28; 9 devotion and with a willing m, 
Ps 26: 2 examine my heart and my m; 
Isa 26: 3 him whose mis steadfast, 

Mt 22:37 all your soul and with all your m.” 


Ac 4:32 believers were one in heart and m. 
Ro I myself in my mama slave 
7 the sinful mis hostile to God, 
12: 2 by the renewing of your m. 
1Co_2: 9 nomhas conceived 


14:14 spintt prays, but my m is unfruitful 
2Co 13:11 be of one m, live in peace. 
Php 3:19 Their mis on earthly things. 
1Th 4:11 tomyourown business 
Heb 7:21 and will not change his m: 


MINDFUL* (MIND) 

Ps 8: 4 what is man that you arem of him, 
Lk 1,48 God my Savior, for he has been m 
Heb 2: 6 Whatis man that you are m of him, 


MINDS (MIND) 
Ps 7: 9 who searches m and hearts, 
Jer 31:33 “Twill pat my law in their m 
Eph 4:23 new in the attitude of your m; 
Col 3: 2 Set your mon things above, 
Heb 8:10 I will putmy laws in their m 
Rey 2:23 Lamhe who searches hearts and m, 


MINISTERING (MINISTRY) 
Heb 1:14 Are notall angels m spirits sent 


MINISTRY (MINISTERING) 

Ac 6: 4 toprayerand the m of the word." 
2Co 5:18 gave us the m of reconciliation 
2Ti 4; 5S discharge all the duties of your m 


MIRACLES (MIRACULOUS) 

1Ch 16:12 his m, and the judgments he 

Ps 77:14 You are the God who performs m, 
Mt 11:20 most of his m had been performed, 
12) Veen imper papeey 

24:24 and perform great signs and m 
62 algae this the carpenter? 
Jn 10:32 “Lhave shown you many great m 
14:11 the evidence of the m themselves. 
2:22 accredited by God to you by m, 
19:11 God did extraordinary m 

12:28 third teachers, then workers of m, 


Ac 
1Co 
Heb 2. 
MIRACULOUS (MIRACLES) 

Jn 3: 2 could perform the m signs you are 


4 iby signs, wonders and various m, 


Sister of Moses and Aaron (Nu 26:59) 
“x 15.20.21) Stack wn 
; Moses (Nu 12), Death (Nis 


3:16 ruin and m mark their ways, 

Jas 5: 1 of them that is coming upon you, 
MISLED 

1Co 15:33 Donotbe m:*"Bad company 
MISS: 

Pr 19: 2 nor to be hasty and m the way. 


MIST _ 

Hos 6: 4 Your love is like the morning 

Jas 4:14 You are am that appears for afte 

MISUSE* 

Ex 20; 7 “You shall not mthe name 

Dt 5:11 **You shall not m the name 

Ps 139 20 your: m your name. 

MOCK (MOCKED MOCKER MOCKERS 

MOCKING) 

Ps 22: 7 All who see me mme; 

Pr 14: 9 Foolsm at making amends for sin, 

Mk 10:34 who will m him and spit on him, 

MOCKED (MOCK) 

Mt_ 27:29 knelt in front of him and m him. 
27:4 of the law and the elders m him. 

Gal 6: 7 not be deceived: God cannot be m. 

MOCKER (MOCK) 

Pr 9: 7 corrects am invites insult; 
9:12 if you are am, you alone will suffer 
20: 1 Wine isam and beer a brawler: 
22:10 Drive out the m, and out goes strife 

MOCKERS (MOCK) 

Ps 1: 1 orsitin the seat of m. 


MOCKING (MOCK) 
Isa 50: 6 face from m and spitting. 


‘You were the m of perfection, 
1: 7 Andso you became am 
2Th 3: 9 to make ourselves am for you 


the joy of the godless lasts bat am. 
Forhis anger lasts only am, 

ora nation be brought forth in am? 
We did not give in to them for a m, 


66 
Gal 2: 


8 
wean 


Ece 5:10 Whoever loves m never has m 


6:24 You cannot serve both God and M_ 
Lk 9 3 nobread, nom, no extra tunic. 
1Co 16: 2 set aside a sum of min keeping 

ITi 3: 3 not quarrelsome, not 8 lover of m. 

6:10 For the love of m is a root 

2Ti 3: 2 lovers of m, boastful, proud, 

Heb 13; 5 free from the love of m 

1Pe 5: 2 not greedy for m, but eager serve 


MOON 


Ps 121: 6 northe m by night. 
Joel 2:31 und the m 10 blood 


MORNING 


{CO TSA im another and the stamianother, 


MORNING 

Go 1 S-and there wasn the fist day, 
e280? Th them vou willisay, Fonty tt 
Pe SV tn them, O LORD, 

2Pe 119 tnt the mr star rises in venir hearts, 
Rey 22-10 of David and the beight AE Star,” 


MORTAL 
(Oo ES'S9 and the me with iinmentality, 
MOSKS 
Levito: brother of Auran (By 6:20) 10h 6:3) 
IN in basket into Nile, discovered and raised by. 
Pharaoh's daughter (Ey 2110), Bled 49 Midian 
after killing Byyptian (bi 2011-18). Married to 
Zipporah fathered Gershon (Fx 216-22) 
Called by the Lono to deliver tsrael (BX 34) 
Pharaoh's rosistance (EX 5). Ten plagues (Ex 7- 
11). Passover and Exodus (x 1213), Led Israel 
through Red Sea (Ex 14), Song of deliverance 
(Bx 151-21), Brought water from eck (Bx 1 
1-7), Raised hands to defeat Amalekites (EX 17; 
8:16), Delegated judges (Ex 18; Dt 1918) 
Received Law at Sinai (EX 19-24, 25-41 Jn by 
17), Announced Law to [sacl (Ex 1978, 24, 
4S), Broke tablets because of golden calf , 
D1 9) Saw glory of the Lorn (Ex 34:34), Supers 
Vised! building of tabernacle (Lex 46-40). Set apart 
Aaron and priests (Lew 8.9), Numbered tribes: 
(Nu 1-4. 26), Opposed by Aaron.and Miriam (Nu 
12). Sent spies into Canaan (Nu 13), Announced 
forty years of wandering for failure to enter land 
(Nu 14) Opposed by Korah (Nu 16). Forbidden 
to enter lund for striking rock (Nu 20:1-13, Dt 1 
37), Lifted bronze snake for healing (Nu 21:4-9, 
Jn ¥14), inal address to Israel (Dt 1-33), Suc- 
ceeded by Joshua (Nu 27.12-23; Dt 34). Death 
(Dt 34:5-12) 
Law of Moses"? (IKi 2 3:2; Mk 12:26, 
Lk 24:44), “Book of Moses'* (2Ch 25.12; Ne 12: 
1). “Song of Moses’ (Ex 15:1-21, Rev 15/3). 
Prayer of Moses’? (Ps 90) 


MOTH 
Mt 6:19 where mand rust destroy, 


MOTHER (MOTHER'S) 
2:24 and m and be united to his wife, 


Ge 
3:20 because she would become the m 
Ex 20:12 “Honor your father and your m, 


Lev 20, 9**“Ifanyone curses his father or m, 
Dt _ 5:16 “Honor yourfather and yourm, 
2118 wh does not obey his father and m 


27:1 who dishonors his father or his mm.” 
2:19 Bach year his m made hima litte 
9 asa happy m of children 


Pr 23.25 May your father and m be glad, 
29:15 child left to himself disgraces his m, 
31: 1 an oracle his m taught him 

Isa 49:15 “Canam forget the baby 
66:13 Asum comforts her child, 

Mj 10:37 orm more than me is not worthy 
15. 4 ‘Honor your father and m! 
19, 5 and mand be united to his wife, 

Mk 7.10 ‘Honor your father and yourm,” 
10:19 honor your father and m.* 

Jn 19:27 tothe disciple, ‘Here is your m."* 


MOTHER'S (MOTHER) 
Job 1.21 “Naked I came from my m womb, 
Pr 1. Band do not forsake your m teaching 


MOTIVES* 

Pr 16. 2 but mare weighed by the Lorp. 
1Co 4: 5 will expose the m of men’s hears. 
Php 1.18 whether from false m or true, 
1Th 2: 3 spring from error or impure m, 
Jas 4; 3 because you ask with wrong m, 
MOUNTAIN (MOUNTAINS) 

Mx 4. 2 let us goup tothe mof the Lorp, 
Mt 17.20 say to this m. “Move from here 


MOURN (MOURNING) " 
Teo 4 Nine (0m and a tine to danee, 
Ian 61) 2 tovomfortallwhom, 

Ms 4 Blowsed are those whom, — 
Ro 12518 mwith thone whom, 


MOURNING (MOURN) 


Jor S101 Lawll un their : a 
Rev 21) {There wil bens a 4 Xo 
MourH Vive 5 7 
Jon 1 ® ofthe Law depart from yourmy 
Ys 1944 Mayihe omy 
40; He putunew song inmy a, 
119,103 sweeter than honey tomy mh 
mh FM ipdb esr site 
it i not 
Isa Sis (erecora dines 


mup 

Ps 40: 2 out of the mand mire; 
Isn 57:20 Whose waves cast up mire andi, — 
2Pe 2:22 hack to her wallowing in them." 
MULTITUDE (MULTITUDES) 
Isa 31) 1 who trustin the mof their churioy 
IPe 4: 8 lovecovers overamofsins, 
Rov 7) 9 me was.wgreat m that no one could 
MULTITUDES (MULTITUDE) ; 
Joel 3:14 M, min the valley of dectsion! 


MURDER (MURDERER MURDERERS) 


Bx 20:13 You shall now. 

Mi 15:19 m, adultery, sexual immorality, 
Ro 13. 9 “Do notm,”' “Do not steal,”* 

Jas 2:11 adultery," also said, "Do norm." 
MURDERER (MURDER) 


Nu 35:16 he isavm; the m shall be put 
Jn 8:44 He was am from the beginning, 
Jn 3.15 who hates his brother is am, 


MURDERERS (MURDER) 
ITi 1: 9 form, foradulterers and perverts, 
Rey 21: 8 them, the sexually immoral, 


MUSIC 

Jdg 5; 3 Twill make m to the Lor, 

Ps 27: 6 and make mto the LorD. 
95: 2 and extol him with mand song. 
98: 4 burst into jubilant song with m; 
108: 1 make m with all my soul. 

Eph 5/19 make m in your heart to the Lord, 


MUSTARD 

Mt 13:31 kingdom of heaven is like am seed, 
17:20 you have faith as small as am seed, 

MUZZLE 

Dt 25: 4 Do not man ox while itis reading 

Ps 39: 1 Iwill puta mon my mouth 

1Co 9: 9 “Do not man ox while itis 

MYRRH 


Mt 2:11 of gold and of incense and of m. 
Mk 15.23 offered him wine mixed with m, 


MYSTERY 
Ro 16:25 tothe revelation of the m hidden 
1Co 15:51 Ltell you am: We will not all sleep, 
Eph. 5:32 This isa profound m— 


Pua 


called 
NATION (NATI 
Ge 12 2 “Lwill ma 
Ps 33:12 BI ist 


Col 1:26 the m that has been kept hidden Ro 6:19 you are weak in your mel 

Ti 316 the mor sodas eae 1Co 15:44 there sam body. 

MYTHS _ NATURE (NATURAL) ie AO 
t Ro &: 4 donotlives 

Ti 4: 7 Have nothing to do with godless time . 

NADAB 5:19 The acts of | 


Son of Jeroboam 1; king of Israel (IKi 15; 


NAZARENE 


Php 2.6 Whocheing in very n God, 
NAZARENE 

Mt 2.2 prophets: He will be catlod a." 
NAZIRITE 

Jag LY 7 because the bay will be a NofGod 
NECESSARY 

Ro 14S iris submitty the authorities, 


NEED (NEEDS NEEDY) 

P5116 6 when f way in great, he saved me 
Mt 6: § for your Father knows what youn 
Ro 12:1 with God's people who are inn 
1Co 12-21 say tothe hand, “I don'tn you!" 
Mo 8.17 sees his brother inn but has no pity 
NEEDLE 

Mi 19.24 gothrough the eye of an 

NEEDS (NEED) 

Iya $8.11 he Will satisfy your 

Php 4:19 Godt wall meetull your n according 


NEEDY (NEED) 


Pr 14:21 blessed is he who is kind tothe n 
14.31 to the a honors God. 
31.20 and extends her hands to the n 
Mt 6 2 "So when you give to the m, 
NEGLECT (NEGLECTED) 
Ne 10.39 We will nota the house of our God 


Ps 119 16 Twill notin your word 
Ac 6 2 foruston the ministry of the word 
IT) 4.14 Donotn your gift, which was 


NEGLECTED (NEGLECT) 
Mr 23.23 But_you have 7 the more important 


NEHEMIAH 

Cupbeurer of Artaxerxes (Ne 2:1), governor of 
Israel (Ne 8:9), Returned to Jerusalem to rebuild 
walls (Ne 2-6). With Ezra, reestablished worship 
(Ne 8). Prayer confessing nation’s sin (Ne 9) 
Dedicated wall (Ne 12) 


NEIGHBOR (NEIGHBOR'S) 

Ex 20:16 give false testimony against yourn 

Ley 19:13 Do notdefraud your n or rob him 
19:18 but love your mas yourself 

Pr 27:10 betieran nearby than a brother far 

Mt 19:19 and ‘love yourn as yourself," 

Lk 10:29 who is my n?” In reply Jesus said 

Ro 13.10 Lavedoes no harm tots 


NEIGHBOR'S (NEIGHBOR) 
20:17 You shall not covet your n wife 
5.21 not set your desire on your n house 
19:14 not move your n boundary stone 
25.17 Seldom set foot in your n house— 


Ex 
Dt 


Pr 
NEW 

Ps 40; 3 He putonn song in my mouth, 
fee} 9 there is nothing 1 under the sun 
Isa 65:17 nheavensand anearth 

Jer 31.31 “when I will make an covenant 
Eze 36,26 give youam heart and puta n spirit 
Mi 9:17 Neither do men pourn wine 


Lk 22:20 “This cup is the n covenant 

2Co $17 he isa creation; the old has gone 

Eph 4:24 and to put on the n self, created 

2Pe 3.13 toam heaven and anearth, 

In 2 8 Yet I am writing you an command; 

NEWBORN (BEAR) 

1Pe 2: 2 Like mbabies, crave pure spiritual 

NEWS 

[sa 52 7 the feet of those who bring good 1 

Mk 1:15 Repeniund believe the good n! 
16.15 preach the good 7 to all creation 

Le 210 Tbning you good a 

Ac $:42 proclaiming the good # that Jesus 


preaching the good n about Jesus 
feet of those who bring good n! 


45 ¢ 


NICODEMUS® oe 
Pharisee who visted Jesus at night Un 3), 
ued farr treatment of Shean Gn Posty Win, 
Joseph. prepared Jesus for burial (in 19. 4%-42) 


Ps 1 2 onhis law he meditites day andin. 
91: 5 You will not fear the terror of, 

Jn 3. 2 He came to Jesus atn. he 

Th S: 2 Lord will come like a then, 


5\_5 We do not belong to then 
Rey 21 25 for there will be non there. 


NOAH ‘ 
Righteous man (Eze 14.14, 20) called to build 

lurk (Ge 6-8; Heb 11.7, 1Pe 3:20; 2Pe 2:5). God's 

‘covenant with (Ge 9:|-17) of (Ge 


9'18:2:), Blessed sons, cursed Canaan (Ge 9 
24:27) ? 


NOBLE 

3:11 you are a woman of m character, 

45. 1 My heart is stirred by an theme 

12° 4 of mcharacteris her husband's 

31:10 A wile of character who can find? 

31.29 “Many women dom thin, 

32-8 Butthe m man makes # a 

See 
‘of clay some for ny 

Php 4 Ai vkae/orlsarwhutover elbiion 

271 2:20 some are for n purposes 


NOTHING 


Ne 9:21 inthe desert they lacked m, 
Jer 32:17 Nistoo hard for you 
Jn 15: 5 apart trom me you can don. 


NULLIFY 


Ru 
Ps 


Ro 3:31 Dowe, then, the law by this faith 
OATH 
Dt 7: Bund kept the o he swore 


OBEDIENCE (OBEY) 

2Ch 31:21 ino tothe law and the commands, 

Pr 30:17 that scoms 0 to a mother, 

Ro 1: S tothe o that comes from faith, 
6:16 t0 0, which leads to righteousness? 

Un 6 that we walk ino to his commands, 


OBEDIENT (OBEY) 
Lk 2:51 with them and was oto them, 


Php 2: 8 and became o to death— 
IPe 1-14 Aso children, do not conform 


OBEY (OBEDIENCE OBEDIENT 
OBEYED) 
Bx 12:24 'O these instructions as a lastiny 
De 6 3 careful to oso that Ht may go well 
13; 4 Keep his commands and o hin, 
21:18 son wha does not a his father 
30) 2 and o him with all your heart 
32:46 children to 0 carefully all the words 
1Sa 15:22 Too ts better than sacrifice, 
Ps 119) 34 and o We with all my heart 
Mt 28:20 loo everything | have commanded 
Jn 14:23 loves me, he will omy teaching. 
Ac $29 "We must o God rather than ment 
Ro 6:16 slaves wo the one whom you 0 
Gal 5) 3 obligated 100 the whole law 
Eph 6; 1 o your parents in the Lord, 
6 $ eyourearthly masters with respect 
Col 3:20 0 your parents in everything, 
WT) 3, 4 and see that his children o him 
Heb 13.17 Oyourleaders and submit 
Ha $3 love for God: 16 0 his commands, 
OBEYED (OBEY) 


Ps 119) 4 thatare to be fully 0 
Joh 4) 3 Jonah o the word of the Lomb 
In 17) 6 and they have o your word 


Ro 6.17 you wholeheartedly o the form 
Heb 11 8 cand went, even though he did not 
Pe 3. 6 whoo Abraham and called him her 


oa St ‘me 
OBSCENITY 2 im eet 


Eph 5. be footish 1 
~ ley 


OBSOLETE 

Heb 813 hehusmade ie tone, 

OBTAINED 

Ro 9:30 notpunve : 

ke eee ash 
912 having a eternal rodemption 


* 


Pr 18:19 Anobrotierisimore unyielding 
Prot? 9 promotes 5 
IS onolonsooebok ene, 
OFFENSIVE (OFFENSE) ’ 
139) 24 Seeitinereivanycwny nme, 
Onren a OFFERING 


Ro 12) | too yuurbodies as 
Heo 11 hoe taco 
Heb 7:27 once for all when he 0 

111 h By tat abeloGod keane ae 


OFFERING (OFFER) 

Ge 22:8 

Ps 40: 6 and 

Isa 53:10 the Lono makes his 

Mi 5:23 if you are o your gift at the altar 

re 5 Hs ae to God. 
b 10 5“ and 0 you did not desire, 

OFFERINGS (OFFER) 

Mal 3° 8 dowe rob you?’ “In tithes and 0, 

Mk 12:33 is more important than all burnt o 

2Ti 2 4 wants to please his commanding , 

OFFSPRING J , 


Ge 3:15 and between your ond hers; 
12: 7 To youre Twill give this land! 


” 


ol 
Ps 23: $ Yow anoint my head with o; 
Isa 61) 3} the ool, 
Heb 1 9 by anointing you with the a of joy.” 
OLIVE (OLIVES) 
Ro. UL? eadyos, boughs wil ott 

he you, wild o “4 
Rev 11) 4 These are the two trees 
OLIVES (OLIVE) 
Jas 4:12 a fig tree bearo, ora grapevine bear 
OMEGA 
Rey 1) 8 “Lam the Alpha andithe 0," 
OMRL 

King of Israel (1K 1621-26) 


OPINIONS* 

1Ki 18.21 willyou waver between twoo! 
Pr LR) 2 but delights im airing his own 
OPPORTUNITY, 


Ro 7/1 seizing the o pffonted 
Gal 6:10 as we have o, let usdo good 

Eph 5:16 making the most of every o, 

Col 4 S make the most of every o 

IT) S14 togivethe enemy noo for slander 


OPPOSES 
Jas 4) God 0 the: 
IPe 5) $ because, 


SSS willatee sare Teiicom 
ae 1D ket aan wutons: 


ACTOONE 

Set 7 Ques te oof thee way ot hie 
1 <7 etaewilimeote forthase whods 

OCTSINERS 

5 see Re wey eas ee 
Sah A wr he ear 

SSD Rees SOS RUE wba, 


OVERCOME (OVERCOMES) 

28 ect ao Hats wae 

36 mores teip mee om umbeliet 
Surtair tear neeote world ~ 

3 “i toc 

+ SDE wcury ter Se othe werd, 


2) 7 Hewnps will mecn all thas. 
iFLO™ (OVERFLOWS) 


~) Mig my ings o wath praise, 
our of the o-oo ts ear ts emonath 
thet you may 0 with 


OVERFLOWS (OVERFLOW) 


on 


23 $ myoupe 
$ ave trsagt Const ow comfort o 
ERJOYED* (JOY) 
622 The tang was 0 and geve order 
© they caw the sac, they were o 
O The disciples were o 
4 te wes s00 ste ren back 
1? we thar pos may be o 
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mt 
A eee 


i 


p87 ge 


ad 
todzy you will be with me inp." 
4 God knows —was caught up top. 
7 of life, which is in the p of God 


2 
Rr 
= 


Mic 7:18 whop sin and forgives 
PARENTS 


Pr 17. 6 and pare the pride of their children 
ix 1829 eft home or wife or brothers orp 
21.16 You will be betrayed even by p, 

Ro 1.30 they disobey theirp: they are 
2Co 12.14 for their p, but p for their children. 
Ep 61 Galen, coy yourp inthe Lord, 
Col 3:20 obey yourp ineverything, 

m 3 2 chsobedient to their p, ungrateful, 


PARTIALITY 
Dx 10:17 who shows no p and accepts no 


2Ch 19 7 our God there 1s no injustice or p 
‘Lik 20:2! and that you do not show p 


PARTICIPATION ia 
1Co 10.16 1s not the bread that we break ap 
PASS 

Ex 12:13 and when I see the blood, I will p 
Lz 1:12 wyou, all you whop by? 

Lk 21:33 Heaven and earth will p away, 
1Co 13: 8 there is knowledge, it will paway. 
PASSION (PASSIONS) 

Co 7 9 better to marry than to burn with p, 
PASSIONS (PASSION) ~ 
Gal 5:24 crucified the sinful nature with its p 


Pay 


sian elders (Ac 20-13-38). Amival in 
(Ac 21:1-26). Arrested (Ac 21:27-36). Addressed 
srowds (Ac 22), Sanbedrin (Ac 23/1-11). Trans: 
ferred to Caesarea (Ac 23.12-35). Trial before 
Felix (Ac 24), Festus (Ac 25:1-12), Before 
Agmipps (Ac 25:13-26:32). Voyage to Rome: 
shipwreck (Ac 27) Amval in Rome (Ac 28), 


PAY (REPAID REPAY) 
Lev 26:43 They will p for their sins 

Pr 22:17 Pattention and listen 

22:17 Isitnght to p taxes to Caesar 

Ro 13: 6 This is also why youp taxes, 
2Pe 1:19 you will do well to p attention to it, 


PEACE (PEACEMAKERS) 
Nu _ 6:26 and give youp.” 
Ps 34:14 seek pand pursue it. 
85:10 righteousness and p kiss each other 
119.165 Great phave they who love your 
122: _6 Pray forthe p of Jerusalem: 


Mt 


Pr 14:30 A hear atp gives life to the body. 
17-1 Better adry crust with p and quiet 
Isa _9: 6 Everlasting Father, Prince of P 
26: 3 You will keep in perfect p 
48:22 “There is nop,” says the Lor, 
Zee 9:10 He will proclaim p to the nations. 
Mt 10:34 I did not come to bring p, 
Lk 2.14-0n earth po menon whom his 
Jn 14:27 Pl leave with you; my p 
16:33 so that in me you may have p. 
Ro 5: | wehavep with God 
1Co_7:1S God has called us to live inp. 
14:33 a God of disorder but of p. 
Gal 5.22 joy. p, patience, kindness, 
Eph 2:14 he himselfis our p, who has made 
Php 4: 7 the pof God, which transcends all 
Col 1:20 by making p through his blood, 
3:15 Letthe p of Christ mule 
1Th 5: 3 While people are saying, “P 
2Th 3:16 the Lord of phimself give you p 
2Ti 2:22 nghteousness, faith, love and p, 
1Pe 3:11 he must seek p and pursue it 
Rev 6: 4 power to take p from the earth 


PEACEMAKERS*® (PEACE) 


Mr 5. 9 Blessed are the p, 
Jas 3:18 P who sow in peace raise a harvest 


PEARL* (PEARLS) 
Rey 21:2! each gate made of 2 single p. 


PEARLS (PEARL) 
Mt 7: 6 donot throw your p to pigs: 

13:45 like a merchant looking for fine p. 
1Ti 2: 9 or gold orp or expensive clothes, 
Rev 21:2! The twelve gates were twelve p. 


PEKAH 
King of Israel (2Ki 16-25-31, Isa 7:1). 


PEKAHIAH* 
Son of Menahem, king of Israel (2Ki 16;22- 
26), 
PEN 
Mi 5:18 letter, not the least stroke of ap, 


PENTECOST 
Ac 2: 1 of Pcame, they were all together 


PEOPLE (PEOPLES) 

Dx 32: 9 the Lorp’s portion is his p, 
Ru 1:16 Yourp will be my p 

2Ch 7:14 ifmyp. whoare called 
24 7 They will be my p. 

2:11 and will become my p 
2:10 joy that will be for all the p 
15-14 from the Gentiles ap 

6:16 and they will be my p 

2.14 ap that are his ery own 
9 you are a chosen p. 


Jer 
Zec 


v 21: 3 They will be his p. 
PEOPLES (PEOPLE) 
Da i4allp nabonsand men 
Mx 4 | andp will sreamton 


PERVERSION (PERVERT) 
that is ap 
17 upto and p. 
PERVERT (PERVERSION PERVERTS) _ 


Heb 12; 2 the author and p of our faith, 


PERFECTION (PERFECT) 
Ps 119: 96 Toall pl see x limit; 
2Co 13:11 Aim forp, listento my R 
Heb 7:11 Ifpcould have been: 
PERFORMS 
Ps 77:14 You are the God who p miracles; 
PERISH (PERISHABLE) 

1:_6 but the way of the wicked will p. 
102: 26 They will p, but you remain; 
Lik 13: 3 unless you repent, you too will all p 
Jn 10:28 eternal life, and they shall never p; 
Col 2:22 These are all destined to p with use, 
Heb 1:11 They will p, but you remain, 
2Pe 3; 9 not wanting anyone to p. 
PERISHABLE (PERISH) 
1Co 15:42 The body that is sown isp. 
PERJURERS 
IT: 1:10 for slave traders and liars and p— 


PERMISSIBLE (PERMIT) 
1Co 10:23 “Everything is p"— but not 


PERMIT (PERMISSIBLE) 
ITi 2:12 Ldonot pa woman to teach 
PERSECUTE (PERSECUTED 
PERSECUTION) 

Mt 5:11 pyouand falsely say all kinds 
Jn 15:20 they persecuted me, they will p you 
Ac %& 4 why do youp me?" "Who are you, 
Ro 12:14 Bless those who p you; bless 
PERSECUTED (PERSECUTE) 

1Co 4:12 when we are p, we endure it; 

27) 3:12 life m Christ Jesus will be p. 


PERSECUTION (PERSECUTE) 

Ro 8:35 or hardship or p or famine 

PERSEVERANCE (PERSEVERE) 

Ro 5; 3 we know that suffering produces p; 
5. 4p, character, and character, hope. 

Heb 12: | run with pthe race marked out 

Jas 1: 3 the testing of your faith develops p. 

2Pe 1: 6 prandtop, godliness, 

PERSEVERE* (PERSEVERANCE 

PERSEVERED PERSEVERES) 

ITi_ 4:16 Pinthem, because if you do, 

Heb 10:36 You need top so that 

PERSEVERED* (PERSEVERE) 


Heb 11:27 he p because he saw him who is 
Jas 5:11 consider blessed those who have p. 
Rev 2: 3 Youhavepand have endured 


PERSEVERES* (PERSEVERE) 


1Co 13: 7 trusts, always hopes. always p. 
Jas 1:12 Blessed is the man who p 


PERSUADE 
2Co 5:11 sto fear the Lord, we wy topmen 


‘of Andrew. also : 
Mbit Le ele he 3) and Ce 
Gn 1:42), of Christ (Mt 16:13- 


a! 
xi lt) Speen a 
‘Sanhedrin (Ac 4:1-22). 


salvation 
Freed from prison (Ac 12). in 
‘och (Gal 2:11-21), At Jerusalem 


is of some value, 


PHARISEES 
L (Mit 10:3; Mk 3:18; Lk 6:14: Jn ds 
(Ac 84-25), to Ethiopian 
PHYLACTERIES* 
For, 
6 but does about his p needs, 


Mt — 5:20 surpasses that of the 
Apostle 

43-48; 14:8; Ac 1:13), 
Cota oe tn Samana 
(Ac 8:26-40). 

PHILOSOPHY* 

‘Mt 23: 5 They make their p wide 

Ge 15:17 and passed between the p. 


PHILIP 

2. Deacon (Ac 61-7), 
Col 2: 8 through hollow and deceptive p, 
PHYSICAL 

Jer 34:18 and then walked between its p. 


Governor of Judea. Questioned Jesus (Mt 27: 
1-26; Mk 15:15, Lk 22:66-; j; In 18:28-19: 
16); sent him to Herod (Lk 23:6-12); consented to 
his crucifixion chose Barabbas 


when crowds 
27.15-26; Mk 15:6-15, Lk 23:13-25, Jn 19:1-10), 


PILLAR 

Ge 19:26 and she became 2 p of salt. 

Ex 13:21 ahead of themin ap of cloud 
ITi 3:15 the p and foundation of the truth. 


PIr 

Ps 40: 2 He lifted me out of the slimy p. 
103: 4 who redeems your life from the, 

Mt 15:14 ablind man, both will fall into: 


PITIED 
1Co 15:19 we areto be p more than all men. 


PLAGUE 
2Ch 6:28 “Waen famine or p comes 


‘ 
PLAIN ope: ee 
e118 what any tee Maroy tant Chad a 
PLAN (PLANNED PLANS) r 


AS 4D D pop of yourcean te as 
& eres 
be bt according Wthep 


PLANK 

MU 7S athena to they ti your own eye? 

u (41 amewshon the tn JF Ow OF 

PLANNED (PLAN) 

WS ADS The things youp forus 

tsa 40 U1 what Ehawe ps that will L do. 

Nets 1140 Gost hat psamething better foe us 

PLANS (MAN) 

PX NO 4 and make all your p smeceed 
S11 of the Lown stant fem forever, 

NVI Makep by seeking alvicw, 

Isa 82.8 Hut the notte man makes noble, 

PLANTED (PLANTS) 

PX b 8 tle ts like attee p by streams 

MU 1SL8 Father has noty will be pulled 

100) 6 Lp the seed, Apollos watered it, 

PLANTS (PLANTED) 

1Co A. 7 So neither he who p norhe who 
9.7 Who pra vineyard and does not eat 

PLATTER 

Mk 6.25 head of John the Baptiston ap,"* 

PLAYED 

Le 232 Wep the flute for you, 

1Co 14 7 anyone know what tune is being p 

PLEADED 

2Co 12: 8 Throe times Ip with the Lond 

PLEASANT (PLEASE) 

Ps 16; 6 forme inp places: 

133: 1 How good and p itis 
147: 1 how p and fitting to praise him! 
Heb 12:11 No discipline seems p at the time, 


PLEASE (PLEASANT PLEASED 
PL ING PLEASURE PLEASURES) 


Pr 20.23 and dishonest scales do not p him. 
6x 
5 


20 your sacrifices do not p me."* 

30 for I seek not top myself 

Ro 8: 8 by the sinful meturetannot p God. 
15: 2 Each of us should p his neighbor 
7-32 affairs—how he can p the Lord. 
10:33 I try 10 p everybody m every way, 
5. 9 Sowe make it our goal top him, 
Gal 1:10 orof God? Or am Itrying top men 
1Th 4: | howto hive inorder top God, 

27: 2: 4 wants top his commanding officer, 
Heb 11: 6 faith itis impossible top God, 


PLEASED (PLEASE) 
Mt 3:17 whom! love; with him Lam well p 
ICo_ 1:21 God wasp through the foolishness 
Col 1:19 ForGod wasp to have all his: 

Heb 11. 5 commended as one who p God 
2Pe 1:17 whom I love: with him I am well p 


PLEASES (PLEASE) 

Ps 135: 6 The Lorp does whatever p him, 

Pr 15: 8 but the prayer of the upright p him. 

Jn 3: 8 The wind blows wherever itp 
8:29 for Lalwaysdo what p him.” 

Col 3:20 in everything, for this p the Lord. 

im 2 

Un 3:22 his commands and do what p him 

PLEASING (PLEASE) 

Ps 104: 34 May my meditation be p to him, 

Ro 12. | ptoGod—which is your spiritual 

Php 4:18 an acceptable sacrifice, p to God. 

Heb 13:21 may he work in us what 1s p to him, 


PLEASURE (PLEASE) 
Ps 5: 4 Youare nota God who takes p 


3 This 1s good, and p God our Savior, 


POISON ee’ 
is ‘Sih eset ly 
POLLUTE® (POLLUTED) 


Nu 3903 "Do the | 
Jude  iheneeeeoee 


ee 
! ip your statutes, — 
POOR (POVERTY) a 


Dt 15. 4 there should be no p among 
1511 Thre ila bpp 
Ps 34) 6 This pman called, and the | 


Xo 


22: 2 Rich and p have this wa 
22. 9 forheshareshisfoodwiththep. 
ba 1 1 me to preach good news to the 
Mt 5: 3 saying: sp. 
P 
19.21 your possessions and give ta the p. 
2611 pad sapere by 
Mk 12:42 But ap widow came and put 
Ac 10: 4 and gifts to the phave come up 
1Co 13: 3 If give all | possess to the p_ 


2Co 8: 9 yet for your sakes he became p. 
Jas 2: 2 anda mann shabby clothes 


PORTION 4 
Dt 32: adel obit 
2Ki 2 9 “Letme inbertt a: 

La 3.24 tomyself. "The Loan s myp- 
POSSESS (POSSESSING POSSESSION — 
POSSESSIONS) 

Nu 33:53 for [have given you the land to, 
Jn $.39 that by them you p eternal life. 
POSSESSING®* (POSSESS) 
2Co 6:10 nothing, and yet p: 
POSSESSION (POSSESS) 
Ge 15: 7 waive you this land tothe pof it 
Nu 13:30 “We should goup and take p 


weyevg peyeagy of OFF 


POWERS 


POWERS (POWER) 

Ro SAS aor any either height nor depth, 

1Ge 12 10 nysncther miraculous p. 

Col 116 whether thrones or ror miler 
DAS And having disarmed the p 


PRACTICE 

Lex 19.26 “Do not p divination on sorcery, 

Mi 23-3 for they do mot p what they preach. 
LA 82) hear Goat's wordt and pot tanto p 

Ro 1213 Phospiulity 

JT) S_ 4 to pur their religion into p by caring 


PRAISE (PRAISED PRAISES PRAISING) 
Ex 1S) 2 Hetsmy Gost, and Lyell him, 
Dt 32, 3 Oh, prthe greatness of our Gxt! 
Ra 4:14 sant Naomi, "be tothe Lonb, 
2Sa 2247 The Lorp lives! P be to my Rock 
1Ch 16.25 is the Lord and most worthy of p: 
2Ch 20-21 and top him for the splendor 
PB & 2 you have ontained p> 
33° 1 itis fitting for the upright to p hin, 
34: | hisp will always be on my lips 
40 J ahymn ofp to our God 
48. 1 the Lord, and most worthy of p: 
68:19 P be to the Lord, to God our Savior 
89. 5 The heavens p your wonders, 
100 4 and his courts with p. 
10S; 2 Sing to him, sing p to him; 
106: 1 P the Lorp. 
119.175 Let me tive that | may p you, 
139: 14 [pyou because Lam fearfully 


145 21 Letevery creature p his holy name 
146: | Pthe Lorp, Omy soul 
1S0- 2 phim forhis surpassing greatness: 
150. 6 that has breath p the LORD 

Pr 27! 2 Letanother p you, and not your 


27-21 manis tested by the phe receives. 
31.31 lether works bring her p 

Mt 5.16 andp your Father in heaven: 
21:16 you have ordained p'?* 

Jn 12.43 forthey loved p irom men more 

Eph 1- 6 tothep of his glorivus grace, 
1.12 might be for the p of his glory. 
1-14 to thep of his glory 

Heb 13-15 offerto God a sacrifice of p— 

Jas 5:13 happy? Lethim sing songs of p. 


PRAISED (PRAISE) 

1Ch 29:10 David p the Loxp inthe presence 
Ne 8: 6 Ezrap-ne LBap, the great God: 
Da 2:19 Then Daniel p the God of heaven 
Ro 9: S whois God overall, forever p’ 
1Pe 4-11 that inall things God may be p 


PRAISES (PRAISE) 
2Sa 22:50 | will sing p to your name 
6 Sing p to God, sing p 
| How good it is to sing p to our God, 
1:28 her husband also, and he p her 


PRAISING (PRAISE) 


10-46 spewking in tongues and p God 
Co 14:16 Ifyou are p God with your spirit, 


PRAY (PRAYED PRAYER PRAYERS 
PRAYING) 
Dt 4 7 isnear us whenever wep to him? 
1Sa 12.23 the Lono by failing top for you 
Ch 7-14 will humble themselves and p 
& My servant Job will p for you, 
6 P forthe peace of Jerusalem 
Mi Sod and p for those who persecute you 
& 5 “And when you, do not be like 
6 9 This, then, is how you should p 
26.46 Sithere while [ goover there and p 
Lk 6:28 p for those who mistreat you. 
18 1 ther that they should always p 
22-40 “P that you will not fall 


Ro 8:26 donot know what we ought lop, 
1Co 14-13 inatongue should p that he may 
1Th 5:17 Bejo: ful always; p continually 

© 13 oneof you in trouble? He should p. 


ither so that you may be 


49 


PRAYED (PRAY) 
Sa 1a? HI ate te Lon 
Joh 21 From nije the fish Jonah p 
Mk 14.85 p that if possible the hour might 
PRAYER (PRAY) 
2Ch 40:27 for their p reuched Heaven, 
er $2) about this, and he answered our jp 
Px 6 B the Lonp accepts my p- 
fe ena 

§ 8 butthep of the upright him 
Isa 56. 7 whouse of p for all tons." 
Mt 21-13 house will be called a house ofp.” 
11:24 whatever you ask forin py 7 
Jo L715 Mypispotthat you take them out 
Ac 6 4 and will give our attention top: 
Php 4. 6 butin everything, by p and putition 
Jas 5)15 proffered in faith will rake the sick 
{Pe 3:12 andl bis ears are attentive to theirp, 


PRAYERS (PRAY) 

JCh $120 He wnswered their, because they 
Mk 12:40 and for a show make lengthy 7) 
1Pe 3. 7 so that nothing will hinder yourp- 
Rev 5; 8 whicharethep of the saints 


PRAYING (PRAY) 

Mk (25 And when you stand p, 

Jn 17: 9 Lamnotp for the world, 

‘Ac 16.25 and Silas were p and singing hymns 
Eph 6.18 always keep on p for all the saints, 


PREACH (PREACHED PREACHING) 

Mt 23) 3 they do not practice what they p- 

Mk 16:15 and p the good news to all creation, 

‘Ac 9:20 Atonce he began top 

Ro 10:15 how can they p unless they are sent 
15:20 top the gospel where Christ was 

1€o 1-17 top the gospel—not with words 
1.23 wisdom, but we p Christ crucified: 
9:14 that those who p the gospel should 
9:16 Woe to me if Ido not p the gospel! 

2Co 10:16 so that we can p the gospel 

Gal 1: 8 fromheaven should p a gospel 

Ti 4; 2 give youthis charge: P the Word; 


PREACHED (PREACH) 


Mk 13:10 And the gospel must first be p 
‘Ac 8: 4 had been scattered p the word 
1Co 9:27 sothatafier Ihave p to others, 


15: 1 you of the gospel Ip to you, 


2Co 11. 4 otherthan the Jesus we py 

Gal 1. ® other than the one we pto you, 
Php 1-18 false motives ortrue, Christ is p 
1Ti 3:16 was pamong the nations, 


PREACHING (PREACH) 

Ro 10:14 hear without someone p to thern? 

1Co 9:18 inp the gospel | may offer it free 

IT) 4:13 the public reading of Scripture, top. 
5.17 especially those whose work is p 


PRECEPTS 

Ps 19: 8 Thep of the Lono are right, 
11. 7 allhisp are trustworthy, 
111-10 who follow his p have good 
119: 40 How I long for your p! 
119: 69 Ikeep yourp with all my heart 
119:104 I gain understanding from your p: 
119:159 See how I love yourp; 


PRECIOUS 
Ps 19:10 They are more p than gold, 
116. 15 Pinthe sight of the LORD 

Pr BIT for wisdom is more p than rubies, 

fsa 28:16 apcomerstone for a sure 

1,19 but with the p blood of Chnst, 

3. 6 achosen and p comerstone, 

2Pe 1 4. us his very great and p promises, 

PREDESTINED* (DESTINY) 

Ro 8:29 pto be conformed to the likeness 
8.30 And those he p. he also called; 

Eph 1. 5 Inlovebep us tobe adopted 
1.11 having been p according 


Y ty _% 
2K) 9 only if iis p comes true. ”* 


PREPARK (PREPA\ ' 
Py 2S Yeapwunec 


‘Am 4:12 ptomeet your God, O 


wy 


Jn 14) 2 there: iF 
Fu Si os pee fo works 
PREPARED (PREPARE) 


Mt 25:34 the kingé 
ite aCe ith 


PRESENCE 


(PRESENT), 
Ex 25:0 Put the bread of the P on this table 
Kize 9:15 one of us can stand in your p 
Py 31;20 the shelter of your p you Wide thern « 


iol fury 


). 8 our secret sins in 
139) 7 Where can} flee from your p?” 
Jer 5122 “Should you not anmy p? 
Heb 9:24 now to. for us inGod'sp. 
Jude 24 before his glorious p without 
PRESENT (PRESENCE) 


2Co V1: 2 so that! might, as 
Eph 5:27 and tio betel ge 
2Ti 2:15 Do your best to p yourself to God 
PRESERVES 
Ps_119:50 Your promise p my life. 
PRESS (PRESSED PRESSURE) 
Php 3:14 I pontoward the goal 
PRESSED (PRESS) 
Lk 6:38 pdown, shaken together 
PRESSURE (PRESS) 
2Co_\: 8 We were under great p, far 
11:28 Hace daily the p of my concern 
PREVAILS be 
1Sa 2: 9 “itis not by strength that one ps 
PRICE 
Job 28:18 thep of wisdom is beyond rubies. 
1Co 6:20 yourown, you were bought at ap. 
7:23 bought at ap; do not become slaves 
PRIDE (PROUD) 
Pr 8:13 [hate p and arrogance. 
16:18 P goes before destruction, 
Da 4:37 And those who walk in phe is able 
Gal 6, 4 Then hecan take p in himself. 
Jas 1; 9 ought totake p in his high position. 
PRIEST (PRIESTHOOD PRIESTS) 
Heb 4:14 have a great high p who has gone 
4-15 do not havea high p who is unable 
7:26 Such a high p meets our need— 
8. 1 Wedahave such a high p, 
PRIESTHOOD (PRIEST) 
Heb 7:24 lives forever, he has @ permanent p 
1Pe 2: 5 intoa spiritual house to be a holy p. 
2: 9 you are achosen people, aroyal p. 
PRIESTS (PRIEST) 
Ex 19 6 you will be forme a kingdomot p 
Rey 5:10 tobe akingdom and p 
PRINCE 
Isa 9: 6 Everlasting Father, Pof Peare 
Jn 12.31 now the pof this world will be 
‘Ac 5.31 as P and Savior that he might give 


PRISON (PRISONER) 


Isa 42: 7 to free captives from p 

Mt 25:36 Twas inp and you came to visit me 
1Pe 3.19 spirits in p who disobeyed long ago 
Rev 20; 7 Satan will be released from his p 


PRISONER (PRISON) 
Ro 7233 ‘and making me ap of the law of san. 


Se Pt cee tee whe meta 
Ee 3 soesces 
reais 

Ce S 4 pleaded when forthe pol shanng 
PRIZE 

iCo $24 Repmsacha way astogetthep. 
Pip 3 }4 cowwardthe goal towimthep 
PROCLAIM 

PROCLAIMING) 


PCR ih 23 pus satvanom day after day. 
PS 09 | the dues pthe work of his hands. 


27 hesamdop ie foto will 
tc Ti-3e wou p the Loed'sdeath 
PROCLAIMED (PROCLAIM) 


1S 29 Lave fully p the gospel of Canst 
Cai i133 hat has been p to ever creanire 


PROCLAIMING (PROCLAIM) 


Ro 10 8 the word of fasth we wep 
PRODUCE (PRODUCES) 
Mc 3. 8 P frum enkeeping with: 


0 tee mat does act p good frat will 
PROOUCES (PRODUCE) 


Ti 2.20 formomen whopto worship God 
© 4 1 let ws hold firmby to the faith we p. 
23 unswersisigly to the hope wep. 


PROMISE ernie: ee 


PROMISED (PROMISE) 
7 Ant I have 7 10 being you wp out 
reaaaed prMseINOn as hep, 


one's pom p 
shup anid the g 
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13:16 to do good and to s with others, 
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Heb 4:12 Sthanany double-edged sword, 
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Mt 9:36 helpless, like s without shepherd. 
Jn 10, 3 Hecallshisowns by name 
10:15 and [lay down my life for the s. 
10:27 My; listen to my voice; know 
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25.36 I was sand you looked after me, 
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SICKLE 

Joe! 3:13 Swing the s, 
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124: 1 Ifthe Lorp had not been on our s 
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SON (SONS) 
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Ex 11 § Every firsthorns in Lgypt wilde, 
Dt 211i rebellious » whe does not obey fs 
rh 2 7 He sad to me, “You are my 5. 
212 Kiss the S, lest he be 
Pr 10. 1 Awise s brings joy to bis father, 
13.24 He who spares the rod hates his «. 
2017 Discipline your », and he will give 
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Mt 21S “Outof Egypt! called my # 
417 Thisis my.S, whom f love, 
1177 one knows the § excep the Father, 
16:16 “You ate the Christ, the £ 
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STRENGTHEN (STRONG) : 
2Ce 16: 9 tos those whose hearts are fully 
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STRENGTHENING (STRONG) 

1Co 14.26 done for the s of the church. 
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SUFFERINGS (SUFFER) 

Ro 9/17 share in hie in onder that we may 
19 tht our presents are not worth 
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SUPPICIENT 
Wo 12 9 said ome, “My grace 
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Hee J. 9 there is nothing new under the » 
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17: 2 His face shone like the s, 
Rev 1:16 His face way like the x shining 
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Heb |. 4 he became as much sto the angels 
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Gal 3:25 longer under the s of the'law 
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Col 1:18 in everything he might have the s 
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Heb 1: 3 sall things by his powerful word, 


SUSTAINS (SUSTAINING) 

Ps 18:35 and yourright hand s me; 
146, 9 and s the fatherless and the widow, 
147. 6 The Loro s the humble 
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TRAMPLED 
Lit 21M Jerusaiom willber 
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Ac * 10:10 was being prepared, he fell into r: 
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Php 4: 7 which sal! understanding, 


TRANSFIGURED 
Mt 17. 2 There he was 1 before them. 


TRANSFORM® (TRANSFORMED) 


“yp 4.21 will courlowly bodies 
TRANSFORMED (TRANSFORM) 
Ro 12) 2 besby the renewing of your mind. 
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